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As COVID-19 continues to spread
globally and the U. S. has now be-
come the first country to top 100,000
cases, prisons and jails across the
country continue to house inmates
and employees who have tested posi-
tive for coronavirus and authorities

spread.

are desperately trying to abate the

For example, due to the severity
of the virus that had killed 32,137
around the world and 2,054 in the U.
S. as of March 29, The Board of Cor-
rections, an agency providing over-
sight of New York City jails, urgently
recommended that all people with a

Jails, prisons struggle withs spread of coronavirus

By Brianna Nargiso
TriceEdneyWire.com

high risk of dying from the virus be

released from the jail immediately.

The board also asked that the jail
take the necessary steps to signifi-
cantly decrease the jail’s population
immediately since social distancing
has been among the keys to prevent-

Prisons
Continued on page 3

By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Rev. Joseph Lowery was
a civil rights giant. He was a
Methodist preacher, a leader
of the 1955 Montgomery Bus
Boycott, an organizer of the
1963 March on Washington
and a close confidant of Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.

A fighter for human rights,
voting rights and the rights of
African Americans in a nation
with 300 years of systematic
racism against blacks in its
rear-view mirror, Lowery was
often referred to as the “dean”
of the American civil rights
movement.

“Black people need to un-
derstand that the right to vote
was not a gift of our political
system but came as a result of
blood, sweat and tears,” Low-
ery said in 1985.

Joseph Lowery was born in
Huntsville, Alabama, in 1921
and his father owned a grocery
store. After an incident in the
store with a racist police offi-
cer, he decided to dedicate his

Civil Rights giant
Rev. Joseph Lowery
of Alabama, dies at 98

President Barack Obama meets with civil rights movement leader Rev. Dr. Joseph Lowery and his family
in the Oval Office, Jan. 18, 2011. OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE PHOTO BY PETE SOUZA / WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

life to civil rights work.

After graduating from col-
lege, Lowery became an or-
dained Methodist minister who
served congregations in Ala-
bama and Georgia. He later be-
came a peace activist, joining
the fight against segregation
and organizing marches in Sel-
ma and Birmingham, Alabama.

He served nearly half a cen-
tury as a pastor, spending much
of that time with Central United
Methodist and Cascade United
Methodist in Atlanta, Georgia.

In 1957, along with King,
Lowery founded the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence and led the organization
from 1977 to 1997.

Lowery’s life of leadership
was unmatched by any living
American other than perhaps
Congressman John Lewis.

“A good man passes here. He
will be missed. He contributed.
He changed things. He’s been
promoted. Gone on, to a better

Lowery
Continued on page 3

Census Self-Response:
the antidote to coronavirus impact

Activists aim to maximize black census response through education campaign

By Khalil Abdullah
TriceEdneyWire.com

Jeri Green, 2020 Census se-
nior advisor for the National
Urban League’s Census Black
Roundtable, is encouraging Af-
rican Americans, and indeed all
Americans, to self-respond to
the census, in part to allay fears
the novel coronavirus could be
spread to households by a cen-
sus enumerator, the person who
knocks on your door with blank
census forms and clipboard in
hand.

Even as the Census Bureau
has announced a package of
strategies to delay door-to-door
enumeration and counting the
homeless, among other initia-
tives, eventually the hard work
will resume toward fulfilling the
constitutional mandate on which

Jeri Green, 2020 Census senior advisor for the National Urban

League’s Census Black Roundtable

so many aspects of American
life depends.

This is the first decennial cen-
sus utilizing the Internet. Phone

response is an option as well.
Green encouraged using either
method as an alternative to the
standard nine-question paper

census form now arriving at
many homes. The paper form,
addressed to “Resident” — and
not to be mistaken for junk mail
— is to be filled out and returned
to the Census Bureau by mail.
Non-responding addresses trig-
ger a visit by a census enumera-
tor.

“In many of our communities,
especially the black community,
a significant portion of our com-
munity waits for that knock on
the door,” Green said during a
national media telebriefing: Ad-
dressing Security Information
and Privacy Issues, Census2020.
The event was sponsored by the
Leadership Conference Educa-
tion Fund in partnership with
Ethnic Media Services.

Antidote
Continued on page 12

Can we handle
the truth about
coronavirus?

More than half of all black folks in this
country are a vulnerable population

Ellis

By Glenn Ellis
TriceEdneyWire.com

Don’t you already know
everything you need to know
about coronavirus? What else is
there for you to know that you
haven’t already heard, you ask?

Every media outlet we turn
on and everything we read in
the papers inundates us with
information about this rapidly
evolving coronavirus crisis. On
top of that, our “friends” are
showing how smart they are by
rushing to post every single nat-
ural/miracle cure; conspiracy
theory; and prediction on the
end of the human race. Even
people I have known for years
have all of sudden become epi-
demiologists; medical doctors;
scientists; and researchers. Re-
grettably, we have been done a
disservice by both the media,
as well as our well-intentioned
friends. In spite of the best in-
tentions, these new “experts”
promote beliefs and folk reme-
dies that could result in dangers
equally as bad as coronavirus
infection.

During this unprecedented
disruption brought to all of our
lives, some people are express-
ing concern that information
was held back from them. Folks
were upset because they want-
ed to hear the truth; or so they
thought. Instead of continuing
to pass on the mounds of gross
misinformation and fear-driven
behaviors, we should all be only
interested in the truth. Well, I’'m
not so sure we can handle the
truth.

Let me share a few “truths”
that not only have many of us

heard about, but many things
are specific to poor people and
African Americans in this coun-
try.

Call your doctor: For mil-
lions or black, brown, and poor
people in this country, that
is not an option. As of 2019,
roughly 27.5 million people
didn’t have health insurance
at any point last year, accord-
ing to figures from the Census
Bureau. In addition, an analy-
sis from the CDC and the Kai-
ser Foundation, 31 percent of
blacks, 47 percent of Hispanics
don’t have a personal doctor. |
have looked and not been able
to find any data on how many
people who are newly insured
under Obamacare actually have
a primary care doctor they can
call. Get my point? This “truth”
shows that a whole lot of people
are left out when the CDC and
other officials tell folks who are
already bunkered down, that if
they think they have symptoms,
“don’t go to the hospital; call
your doctor first”.

Stay in place: This guideline
to prevent the spread of coro-
navirus is probably among the
most baffling to me. Let’s start
with the complexity of many
households and families in
most of the urban cities where
the majority of the poor, black,
and brown people live. One of
the most recent studies to look
at family household composi-
tion was published in the Jour-
nal of Black Studies (2007)
reported that 39 percent of
African-American children did

The Truth
Continued on page 3
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Charles Remembering Ruth Campbell

Bennett Barnes | A Mississippi ETV trailblazer

By Ronnie Agnew was close to former Gov. William Win-
February 1, 1 938 = MarCh 1 9, 2020 Executive Director, MPB P iy ter and worked with him in the area of
Ruth Campbell was never one to be ' . education.
typecast. She was a woman of many in- N Born in 1939 in Okinawa, Japan in
at Colonial Country Club for 26 years. terests who packed a lot of living and L o\ a military family, Campbell, who was
After retiring in 1995, he decided to a lot of helping others, in her 80 years. \ fluent in French and once was conver-
go back into education, teaching GED Campbell was known for many differ- ; . sant in Japanese, was well educated.
classes for Hinds Community College ent things, by many different people { = She graduated from Jackson State Col-
for 12 years. depending on the part of her life one ’ lege with a bachelor’s degree, and she
CB married the love of his life, chooses to study. She was a person who g received her master’s from the Univer-
Lauretta, 41 years ago. They raised laid claim to many firsts. e ; sity of Southern Mississippi in 1970,
three beautiful daughters. CB loved Inside the sturdy walls of then — Mis- ’ i the very year when Mississippi’s public
to play golf just as much as he loved sissippi ETV (now Mississippi Public ' 'L schools were integrated.
spending time with his family. You Broadcasting), Campbell in the 1970s Kimberly Campbell as a young
could catch him any day of the week broke through barriers that made her  Campbell girl saw her mother doing things that
at the office (golf course) as he called one of Mississippi’s best-known per- many blacks weren’t able to do, such
it playing golf and enjoying time with sonalities. She shattered the glass ceil- And, she would often include Missis- as traveling by plane to do her work.
his golf buddies. He was an officer and ing and took the walls down with her.  sippi natives such as B.B. King. She It became routine for Kim to see he
member of the Grove Park Duffers. He Campbell, who despised labels and even did a series on Parchman prison mom excel, which is exactly what her
made an impact on many he came in being told what she couldn’t do, died and what conditions were like for in- mother wanted her to see. She wanted
contact with. Friday, March 27, after a long battle mates housed there. She was the local her daughter to know that she could
CB converted to the Catholic faith with cancer. It was her fifth battle with  version of Oprah Winfrey long before do anything she wanted to do. “Mom
in 1996 and was a member of Holy cancer, and she beat the disease every the Kosciusko native took the media didn’t go for fluff,” her daughter said.
Barnes Ghost Catholic Church. He was also a single time before finally succumbing scene by storm. “In her generation, what you saw is
member of the Father Anthony Bourg- to it after another valiant fight. Campbell had a different calling, ac- what you got. She would say, ‘Don’t let
Charles Bennett Barnes, also known es Knights of Peter Claver, Council The late Lee Morris, Mississippi tually several different callings. It was anybody put you in a box. You feel free
as “CB,” was born February 1, 1938 171 and a member the Parish Council. ETV’s executive director from 1976- a call to help. Wherever she thought to step off into any area of your choos-
to the late Epham and Shirley Barnes CB lived a full and vibrant life. 1988, saw something in this determined  she was needed, that’s where she went, ing.””
in Mt. Olive, MS. Shortly afterwards, He is survived by his wife: Lauretta; woman. Campbell was given a show on  including a stint as a market analyst at Campbell was an educator, an activ-
his family moved to Pascagoula, MS  daughters: Shannon, Stacey and Can- Mississippi ETV that was the longest- the Mississippi Research and Develop- ist, a television host, a political adviset
where he was raised. He is the sixth dice (Torrey); son: Marcus (Angela); running minority-oriented public af- ment Center. among other things, including being a
child of twelve children and complet- six grandchildren: Malcolm (Bubba), fairs series in the state. At ETV, she was “Faces” ran for more than a decade, co-founder of the 100 Black Women of
ed his earthly journey March 19,2020. Kayla, Jada, Kobe, Connor and Caden; a script editor, producer, and eventual-  but she knew she had more to do. Mississippi. She served as the organi-
CB attended and was baptized at seven sisters: Geraldine Barnes, Leno- ly, executive producer of “Faces,” the “When I got into the Legislature, zation’s second president.
Union Baptist Church in Pascagoula at ra Reed, Shirley Laird, Edna Barnes, show that would make her a household many of the black lawmakers cred- Even as death was near, Campbell
an early age. He attended Carver High  Carolyn Sue McCain (Bobby), Diane name among a large segment of Missis-  ited mom for them being in the Leg- fought, but in a different way. “Kim-
School and achieved varsity letters in  Barnes and Wanda Hanshaw (Larry); sippi ETV television viewers. islature,” said her daughter Kimberly mie,” she told her daughter, “You gotta
football. Further, he attended Jackson brother: Lionel Barnes (Gloria); and Campbell interviewed a who’s who Campbell, a former lawmaker who is  keep going. I was never meant to be
State University where he also played a host of nieces, nephews and other of African-American guests. There was  the current director of AARP Missis- with you forever. I’'m going to glo
football and majored in math and in- relatives and friends. He was preceded an interview with American novelist sippi. “She had forums. She gave them baby. I'm gonna be fine.”
dustrial arts. in death by his siblings: Eloise Rus- and playwright James Baldwin. She a voice.” Visitation was Tuesday, March 31, at
CB was an educator at the MS sell, Maxine McLaughin and Glennis was able to snag Coretta Scott King Her political influence crossed racial ~Westhaven Memorial Funeral Home in
School for the Blind for 34 years. Dur- ~ “Nick” Barnes. for the show. Then there’s an interview lines. She was a special assistant to for-  Jackson. A private funeral service was
ing that time, he was also a bartender with acclaimed actress Cicely Tyson. mer Mississippi Gov. Ray Mabus. She  held Wednesday, April 1.
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Prison

Continued from page 1

ing the spread of the virus along with thorough hand
washing and decontamination of surfaces.

In response to the recommendation, New York City
Mayor Bill De Blasio released 40 people from New
York’s Rikers Island last Friday and another 23 people
Sunday who were considered at a high risk of dying from
the virus.

De Blasio took to Twitter to tell New Yorkers “...an ad-
ditional 200 being evaluated right now for release who
have less than 90 days left in their sentences.”

However, the release of 63 people is just not enough
to stop the spread of the virus, which easily moves from
person to person and can also be contracted from sur-
faces and the environment where an infected person has
coughed or sneezed. Therefore, advocates for the incar-
cerated are pressing authorities to do more.

Jails throughout the United States have followed similar
precautions to protect inmates, staff and the general public:

As states struggle for answers and public health advo-
cates encourage release of non-violent inmates endan-
gered by the virus, the federal prison system Sunday, an-
nounced its first death. Patrick Jones, 49, who was housed
in a minimum security prison in Oakdale, La., has died
from the virus after testing positive March 19, according
to widespread reports.

Lowery

California has also begun releasing large numbers of
inmates in response to the coronavirus pandemic. Ac-
cording to the L.4 Times, Los Angeles County reduced
their jail population by 6 percent in February.

Pennsylvania, Maine, Texas, Illinois and Ohio have
also begun releasing inmates amidst state outbreaks.

The Bureau of Prisons has suspended all visits for 30
days. Inmate transfers has also been with few exceptions.

Many inmates who are assumed to have had contact
with the virus are being quarantined.

The New York City’s union for corrections officers
have demanded to be given more protective materials like
masks, gloves, soap and hand sanitizer.

According to NPR, Arizona and Minnesota prisons
have waived copays charged for inmates seeking medi-
cal visits and waived fees for personal hygiene supplies
amidst the outbreak.

Sen. Kamala Harris (D-Calif.) said in a letter to The
Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP), “Our incarcerated
population faces severe threats to their health and safety
every day, and BOP must prioritize and work diligently
to improve prison conditions nationwide. As the country
prepares for coronavirus, it is also incumbent upon BOP
— in coordination with HHS — to prevent outbreaks and to
safely and humanely treat all affected individuals.”

Continued from page 1

place,” wrote businessman John Hope Bryant on social
media after news of Lowery’s death.

“Rest in Power to Rev. Joseph Lowery. Saw him
speak against the death penalty years ago. He said that
the criminal justice system was still as racist as it was a
century ago and for people in prison, we might as well
still travel by horse instead of by car. Never forgot that,”
wrote journalist Dave Zirin.

“Dr. Joseph Lowery, the dean of the civil rights move-
ment has passed. He was a mentor, pastor and friend to
me. The world is a better place because of him and I’'m
a better person because of his investment in me. May he
Rest In Peace as he joins his wife and Dr. King on the
other side,” wrote Rev. Al Sharpton.

Lowery delivered benediction at Obama’s inaugura-
tion. On July 30, 2009, President Obama awarded him
the Medal of Freedom. Much like Congressman Lewis,

there are not many awards and honors Lowery hasn’t re-
ceived.

Lowery was a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity.
His second wife Evelyn died in 2013. He is survived by
five children.

“Tonight, the great Reverend Joseph E. Lowery tran-
sitioned from earth to eternity. Our thoughts and prayers
are with his family. He was a champion for civil rights, a
challenger of injustice, a dear friend to the King family.
Thank you, sir,” read a tweet from the King Center on the
night of March 27.

Lauren Victoria Burke is an independent journalist for
NNPA and the host of the podcast BURKEFILE. She is
also a political strategist as principal of Win Digital Me-
dia LLC. She may be contacted at LBurke007@gmail.
com and on twitter at (@LVBurke

The Truth

Continued from page 1

not live with their biological father and 28 percent of African-American
children did not live with any father representative. Some families have
people live with them that aren’t related. Don’t forget, the communities
where marginalized populations are the places where you find homeless
shelters; halfway houses; safe houses; and boarding houses. Add to that,
the many seniors and “sick and shut-in” (many who live alone). The daily
challenges in these scenarios means reliance on a variety of support sys-
tems in their social network (friends, families, caregivers, neighbors, etc.)
as survival tools in everyday living is disrupted or no longer available.

Vulnerable populations: As defined by the World Health Organiza-
tion, vulnerability is the degree to which a population, individual or orga-
nization is unable to anticipate, cope with, resist and recover from the im-
pacts of disasters. For purposes of the coronavirus pandemic, this includes
those who have weak immune systems; elderly; chronic diseases (diabe-
tes, heart disease, obesity); cancer and transplant patients. It has been long
established that blacks have the highest mortality rate (of all causes) and
arguably the worst health status of any racial group in the United States.
Now think about what we know about the significant percentage of the
black population in this country that has high blood pressure, diabetes,
obesity, kidney failure, heart failure, cancer, asthma, COPD and cast of
other diseases. Just doing some rough calculations, it seems like no stretch
of the imagination to conclude that more than half of all black folks in this
country are a vulnerable population!

I felt it was important to write this particular column, so that we are all
clear about the specific impacts of this pandemic, and how it will dispro-
portionately impact black, brown, and poor people in ways that others
won’t be affected. Somebody has to (sadly) always look at what happens
in this country, and ask the question, “How will this affect my commu-
nity?”

COVID-19 (coronavirus) is real, it’s deadly; and it’s going to be with us
for possibly the rest of this year.

Please continue to pay attention to the information from credible sourc-
es. Don’t become a victim to your friend who all of sudden has become a
“master healer.” Stick to factual information. Always make sure that you
understand, with every piece of information or official directives, seek the
truth.

We know this is wreaking havoc on our families, our communities, our
nation and our world. It is the great equalizer. Just be sure to ask yourself
if you can say you have thoroughly considered how this pandemic is af-
fecting you and your family...if you can handle the truth.

The information included in this column is for educational purposes
only. I do not dispense medical advice or prescribe the use of any tech-
nique as a replacement form of treatment for physical, mental or medical
problems by your doctor either directly or indirectly. Remember, I’m not
a doctor. I just sound like one.Take good care of yourself and live the best
life possible.

Glenn Ellis, is Research Bioethics Fellow at Harvard Medical School
and author of Which Doctor?, and Information is the Best Medicine. Ellis
is an active media contributor on Health Equity and Medical Ethics. For
more good health information visit: www.glennellis.com
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The city of Jackson
and Cathead Distillery
announce free hand
sanitizing stations

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Monday, Mayor Chokwe
Antar Lumumba along with
Richard Patrick, co-founder of
Cathead Distillery, announced
free hand sanitizing stations for
citizens to fill up their own con-
tainers while supplies last in the
wake of COVID-19.

“Cathead Distillery has made
the decision, seeing that we are
in the midst of a global pandem-
ic, to be supportive and to pro-
vide their resources to benefit
the greater good. Cathead has
produced nearly 42 tons of hand
sanitizer that will be available
for direct sale to entities like
MEMA, Entergy and MDOT.
But they have gone further; be-
yond just producing sanitizer at
a time where there is a short-
age all across the globe. They
have provided four dispensers
that will be strategically located
across the city,” said Lumumba
during the press briefing.

The four hand sanitizing sta-
tions will operate beginning
Tuesday, March 31, from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. while supplies last.

The station locations are as
follows:

Wal-Mart Super Center —
2711 Greenway Drive, Jackson,
Mississippi 39204

Corner Market — 1220 E.
Northside Drive #330, Jackson,
Mississippi 39211

Corner Market — 653 Duling
Ave, Jackson, Mississippi 39216

Corner Market — 904 E. Forti-
fication Street, Jackson, Missis-
sippi 39202.

Patrick said that his team has
been working non-stop to get
out the product. “We learned
eight days ago how to make
hand sanitizer. Our team has
been working tirelessly to ser-
vice critical care such as hospi-
tals, nursing homes, critical in-
frastructure businesses, and a lot
of other businesses that are vital
to our state and our local com-
munities,” stated Patrick.

Again, the hand sanitizer is
free for all citizens while sup-
plies last. We ask that people
bring their own container to fill,
up to 12 ounces.

The City of Jackson is con-
tinuing to ask everyone to prac-
tice social distancing during
these trying times to #Flatten-
TheCurveJxn.

Nissan Canton using
manufacturing and engineering
expertise to help community
in response to the COVID-19
coronavirus pandemic

Printing
process

An update on what Nissan North America is doing in metro Jackson in
response to the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic:

Mayor issues “Stay At Home”
Executive Order to combat Covid-19

The Mississippi Link Newswire

To further combat the spread
of COVID-19 in the City of
Jackson, Mayor Chokwe An-
tar Lumumba issued a Stay at
Home Order, effective April 3,
2020, directing all Jackson resi-
dents to stay at home and limit
movements outside of their
homes beyond essential needs.

YOU CAN:

* Go to the grocery or conve-
nience store

* Go to the pharmacy to
pick up medications and other
healthcare necessities

* Go to a restaurant for take-
out, delivery, or drive-thru only.
No in-house dining

* Care for or support a friend
or family member, only as pro-
vided for in the Order

o Take a walk, ride your
bike, and be in nature for ex-
ercise — if you keep at least six
feet between you and others
and observe all specific Social
Distancing requirements as set
forth in the Order

 Help someone to get neces-
sary supplies

Leave your home only for
Essential Activities, Essential
Governmental Function, or to
participate in Essential Busi-
nesses and Operations, provided
that Social Distancing require-
ments as set forth in the Order
are observed

YOU SHALL NOT:

* Go to work unless you are
providing essential services as
defined by the Order

* Visit friends and family if
there is no urgent need

* Maintain less than 6 feet of
distance from others when you
go out

Non-Essential  Businesses
And Operations Must Cease

All businesses and opera-
tions in the City, except Essen-
tial Businesses and Operations
as defined in the Order, are re-
quired to cease all activities,
except for Minimum Basic Op-

Mayor Lumumba, at podium, flanked by Police Chief James E. Davis, at Stay At Home Order announcement.

erations as defined in the Order,
such as, handling payroll and
security checks.

Essential Businesses And
Operations

All Essential Businesses and
Operations may remain open.

Essential Businesses and
Operations must comply with
the specific Social Distancing
Requirements provided in the
Order.

The Jackson Police Depart-
ment and other local agencies
will monitor the activity of Es-
sential Businesses and Opera-
tions, including religious and
spiritual-based gatherings. If
large gatherings are observed or
reported, tighter restrictions will
be issued.

Prohibited Activities And
Operations

All places of public amuse-
ment, whether indoors or out-
doors, including but not limited
to, locations with amusement
rides, pool halls, adult entertain-
ment venues, zoos, children’s
play centers, theaters, concert
and music halls and other simi-
lar businesses shall be closed.

All personal care and groom-
ing businesses, including but
not limited to, barbershops,

beauty salons, nail salons, spas,
massage parlors, tattoo parlors
and other similar businesses
shall be closed.

All retail stores, except for
those provided in Section 12(b)
of the Order, shall be closed.

All bars, nightclubs, lounges,
taverns, and private clubs shall
be closed, except to the extent
that such establishments may
only provide take-out, pick-up,
delivery or drive-through ser-
vices for food as allowed by
law.

All malls, except for stores in
a mall that have a direct outdoor
entrance and exit that provide
essential services and products
as provided by the Cyberse-
curity & Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency (CISA) guidelines,
shall be closed.

In-house restaurant dining is
prohibited.

Prohibited And Permitted
Travel

Only Essential Travel and Es-
sential Activities as defined in
the Order are permitted. People
riding on public transit must
comply with Social Distancing
Requirements to the greatest ex-
tent possible. The Order allows
travel into or out of the City to

maintain Essential Businesses
and Operations.

Examples Of
Worker Functions

Healthcare workers and care-
givers

Workers supporting groceries

Electricity and Utility Indus-
try Employees

Public Safety Employees

Human Services Providers

In general, the Order follows
guidance from the federal Cy-
bersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency (CISA) about
what infrastructure and busi-
nesses are “critical or essential”
during the COVID-19 outbreak.

How Will This Order Be
Enforced?

The City is working through
the Jackson Police Department
to support the Order. Citizens
are encouraged to report viola-
tions.

When Is The Stay At Home
Order Going To Be Lifted?

The Order is effective 12
a.m. Friday, April 3, 2020, and
shall remain in full effect until
11:59 p.m. April 17, 2020, un-
less rescinded or superseded by
another applicable Order. It will
be periodically reviewed and
continued, if necessary.

Essential

We are using our manufacturing and engineering expertise to 3D print
headbands and protective face shields to donate to local healthcare cen-
ters and their staff who are working on the front lines of this crisis. The
manufacturing process is already underway at Nissan Canton Vehicle As-
sembly Plant; and in partnership with the company’s manufacturing fa-
cilities in middle Tennessee and research and design center in Michigan,
more than 1,000 shields will be assembled per week.

“Nissan is proud to be in Mississippi, and we're tapping into our spirit of
innovation to help local healthcare workers who need more protective gear
now,” said Parul Bajaj, senior manager, Philanthropy, Nissan North Ameri-
ca, Inc. “We're happy that our 3D printers offer the manufacturing flexibility
that enable us to help protect people working in the medical community.”

Nissan is taking extra safety precautions to ensure the safety of our em-
ployees. The company temporarily suspended vehicle production of its
U.S. manufacturing facilities March 20. Besides limiting the number of em-
ployees at each location, it has deployed enhanced safety and sanitizing
measures in the areas of the plant where assembly of face shields takes
place.

Nissan Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant produces the Altima, Murano,
Frontier, TITAN and TITAN XD and NV Passenger and Cargo vans.

Lloryn Love-Carter
Manager
Corporate Communications

Completed 3D-printed headbands

Governor Tate Reeves issues a statewide
Shelter-In-Place to protect public health

The Mississippi Link Newswire

April 1, Governor Tate
Reeves signed a new executive
order establishing a statewide
shelter-in-place  for Missis-
sippi to slow the spread of CO-
VID-19 and protect the health
of all who call our state home.

The Mississippi Department
of Health determined that our
state has now reached a critical
point in the cycle of the out-
break, and Governor Reeves
announced his decision to is-
sue the shelter-in-place order
for Mississippi at a press con-
ference this afternoon.

Mississippi is rapidly in-
creasing testing and strictly en-
forcing quarantines for anyone
that investigators believe has
been exposed to the virus.

The shelter-in-place will be-
gin Friday, April 3, 2020, at
5 p.m. and be in effect until
Monday, April 20, 2020, at 8
a.m.

Here are Reeves’ remarks
from the press conference:

Governor Reeves: “This is
a somber time — for our coun-
try and our state. We are all in
grave danger, from coast to
coast. As leaders, our top pri-
ority is and always will be the
safety of our citizens.

Every day, for the last several
weeks, I have asked our health
experts whether it is time for
the ultimate action of a “shel-
ter-in-place” order statewide.
Yesterday, for the first time, we
got the answer we had been an-
ticipating. They told me we are

Reeves

now at the point in Mississip-
pi’s cycle where such drastic
restrictions are required. Today
is the day. We are announcing
a shelter-in-place order. It will
go into effect Friday at 5 p.m.

I will let our top health of-
ficial, Dr. Dobbs, explain his
thought process behind the
timing. I just want to offer a
simple message to Mississippi:

This will not be easy for
anyone, but we believe it is
right. We know that there are
many people who are scared,
wondering what this means for
their wages and their ability to
put food on the table. We are
here for you and working hard
to help. Mississippi will not al-
low you to fall without a hand
to help you back up.

We know that there are some
who still do not have a healthy

fear of this virus. They are
wrong, and they are risking
lives if they do not take this
seriously.

This order will be enforced.
It will be taken very, very seri-
ously. It will not be forever. We
will get through this and open
our state back up as soon as our
health experts tell me it is wise.

Our goal is to prevent our
healthcare system from being
overwhelmed. 1 pray that all
of our orders and preparations
will be enough. We believe that
this is the right tool at the right
time to save lives.

Today, this is the best course
of action for Mississippi. I’1l
turn it over to Dr. Dobbs for
some more information.”

In this latest executive or-
der, the governor lays out the
guidelines of the statewide

shelter-in-place to slow the
spread of COVID-19, includ-
ing:

¢ Individuals are to stay at
home except for the limited
allowances in the executive
order.

* When outside of their
homes, people must follow so-
cial distancing guidelines by
maintaining a 6-foot distance
from others and avoid groups
of 10 or more.

* Evictions are suspended,
though people are still required
to pay any rent or make any
mortgage payments.

* All nonessential businesses
are to stop all activities other
than those necessary for mini-
mum operations (e.g. payroll,
health insurance, security) and
enabling employees to work
from home.

* Social and other non-es-
sential gatherings in groups of
more than 10 people must be
cancelled or rescheduled.

* Restaurants and bars may
only remain open for drive-
thru, curbside and/or delivery
service.

* People may leave their
homes only to perform essen-
tial activities, such as caring
for someone in the vulnerable
population, getting food or
necessary supplies, and work-
ing for an essential business.

¢ Individual outdoor recre-
ation is encouraged, but not
group recreation or activities
such as soccer or basketball
games.



HEALTH

www.mississippilink.com

APRIL 2 - 8, 2020

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK « 5

Community donors bolster Medical

Center d

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Spay and Neuter is
normally all about dogs and cats,
but during the COVID-19 out-
break, the nonprofit is all about
humans.

When its leaders learned that
the University of Mississippi
Medical Center is in critical
need of gowns and masks worn
by front-line health care workers
caring for COVID-19 patients,
they turned out their storage clos-
ets and made a difference.

“One of our employees said
that our clinic has all these masks
and gowns that were donated by
people in human medicine,” said
Shelby Parsons, communications
manager for Mississippi Spay
and Neuter, which operates The
Big Fix Clinic in Richland. “We
would typically use them when
we do surgeries.”

They’re paying forward, do-
nating a portion of what was
gifted to them: 700 masks and a
plethora of gowns.

“It’s going to be ground zero
for everything going on,” Par-
sons said of the Medical Cen-
ter. “UMMC is where everyone
wants to be, because they get the
best treatment there. Everyone is
trying to innovate, and the Medi-
cal Center is going to be at the
forefront of this for a long time.”

The clinic’s donation is just
one example of the creativity
emanating from the community
in response to ever-changing
needs at the state’s only academ-
ic health sciences center.

“It’s such wonderful news that
they would be willing to come
help us at this time,” said Keri
Henley, UMMC associate ex-
ecutive director of development.
“We hadn’t thought to reach out
to our veterinarian friends. It’s
certainly a great reminder that we
have to think outside of the box.”

Dozens of businesses, non-
profits, individuals and friend

uring COVID-19 resp

Keri Henley, right, UMMC associate executive director of development,
helps Nina Ghaffari, a volunteer assisting Mississippi Spay and Neuter,
unload donated surgical masks for the hospital’s front-line caregivers.

groups are answering the Medi-
cal Center’s call for donations
and resources as the community
outbreak grows. The Office of
Development is coordinating,
with help from others on campus,
including the Children’s Miracle
Network, which is part of De-
velopment, the Office of Patient
Experience and the Office of
Faculty Affairs.

UMMC front-line caregivers
are doing what they do best —
taking care of the sickest of the
sick — with health experts saying
the worst of the pandemic is yet
to come. The community is rally-
ing around the superheroes who,
every day, wear scrubs in lieu of
capes.

Last week, Whataburger forti-
fied staff on several floors with a
breakfast buffet of honey butter
and chicken biscuits, jalapeno
cheese biscuits, taquitos, cinna-
mon rolls and more. “We’ve al-
ways had the notion that we want
to support the communities that
support us,” said Mary Almond,
Whataburger’s field brand devel-
opment coordinator for Missis-
sippi and north Louisiana.

“We’ve got to support these

nurses, orderlies, doctors and
all of the people who are putting
their lives at risk to take care of
those who are ill.”

Owners of Revell Ace Hard-
ware did more than think out of
the box. They thought in the box,
a case that contained 300 pair of
safety glasses intended for indus-
trial use, but quite adaptable for
use on the UMMC campus.

UMMC Children’s Miracle
Network development specialist
Andrew Russell reached out to
Ace Hardware, parent to Rev-
ell Ace Hardware and Revell’s
nine locations in the metro area.
Revell sells safety goggles “day
in and day out,” said Joe Rooks,
who with brothers Tim and Dun-
away owns Revell’s metro busi-
nesses. “With the demand, we’ve
been depleted down to zero.”

Not quite, he discovered.

“We have an industrial house
in Pearl, and we deal with a lot
of commercial customers, steel
plants and welding suppliers,”
Rooks said. “My brother Tim
told me we had safety glasses
there, a case of 300. He sent them
to our north Jackson store where
my son Paxton is manager, and

Erin Shirley Orey, left, project manager in the Department of Psy-

chiatry, donates boxes of gloves to the Medical Center’s COVID-19

response.

Andrew picked them up.”

Revell has been a passionate
supporter of Children’s of Mis-
sissippi and the Children’s Mir-
acle Network for many years,
Rooks said. “We did this because
there’s a need. We didn’t do it for
the advertising,” he said. “We
try to be part of the community,
wherever we are.”

Production at the Nissan ve-
hicle assembly plant in Canton
has been suspended in the CO-
VID-19 outbreak’s wake, but its
leaders are rolling out a dona-
tion that melds the auto giant’s
resources with front-line needs.
The gift: 1,250 pair of coveralls
worn by workers on the auto-
motive paint line, 125 boxes of
gloves, 1,000 pounds of clean-
ing rags, and a case of 150 spray
bottles that can be filled with
cleaners.

“COVID-19 has affected us
all, and we want to do our part
to help those in need,” said Erik
Fields, vice president of manu-
facturing for Nissan Canton’s
plant. “Giving back to the com-
munities where our employees
live and work is in our DNA.”

UMMC Grenada also is get-

ting a helping hand from the
community, including two huge
pallets of water donated to the
Grenada hospital by Robbie Stat-
en of Double S Inc. Staten sent
one of his company’s trucks to
collect the water in Oxford and
bring it to UMMC Grenada.

UMMC'’s Office of Develop-
ment has posted a full list of the
most critical needs on its website.

N-95 masks needed by those
directly caring for COVID-19
patients are “pretty high up on
our list,” Henley said. “We will
continue to need them for a
while, plus other PPE like gloves,
gowns, goggles and face masks.

“We need iPads, iPhones and
webcams from people who are
no longer using them,” she said.
“We want to expand the use of
telehealth through our Center for
Telehealth so that people who
are at high risk can be monitored
from home, or so that medical
staff at UMMC can communi-
cate with them.”

The phones and iPads also
can be used by isolated patients
to visit with family members via
FaceTime, she said.

Those who are sheltering in

onse

place or in home isolation can
safely make a huge difference
by donating online to UMMC'’s
COVID-19 Response Support
Fund or by shopping from a spe-
cial Amazon wish list of items
needed by patients, families,
front-line workers.

Even students and employees
staffing a drive-by specimen col-
lection operation at the Missis-
sippi State Fairgrounds in Jack-
son need help as temperatures
climb into the 80s. “I added sun-
screen and cooling towels to the
Amazon list,” Henley said. “We
normally don’t have outdoor sta-
tions, but we want those work-
ers to be safe and healthy so that
they can keep doing that work.

“There are needs that are pop-
ping up that we can’t anticipate,”
Henley said. “The response fund
allows us to make sure parents
can get a meal, or the front-line
staff that can’t get away. It’s nice
to have funds designated for that
purpose so that we can meet
those needs quickly.”

What can’t be accepted, Hen-
ley said, is homemade treats.
“We have all the handmade
masks that we can use at this
point, so we are no longer asking
people to make them.”

The Medical Center is hum-
bled and grateful for the gen-
erosity of the community. “It’s
certainly encouraging to see how
much people want to help, and
how they are still thinking of oth-
er people, no matter how afraid
they might be,” Henley said.

“I can’t imagine what it’s like
to be a health care worker in
this environment,” Rooks said.
“They are on the front line fight-
ing the war.

“We have deep respect and
admiration for that. Hopefully,
these glasses will help somebody
along the way.”

Stanton Optical shifts
to solely telehealth eye care
to serve Jackson community

Store to offer accessible, affordable eye care
solutions with zero doctor-to-patient contact

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Stanton Optical, a retail brand
of Now Optics, a leading eye
health provider offering acces-
sible and affordable eye care,
will immediately be switching
to virtual eye care at its Jack-
son, Mississippi location. In
partnership with the Physicians
Eyecare Group, select locations
will offer patients the opportu-
nity to receive eye care through
telemedicine. All retail stores
that do not offer telehealth ser-
vices will be closed temporar-
ily.

The Jackson-area location of-
fering virtual eye care is Ridge-
land, located at 1210 E. County
Line Road, Ridgeland, MS
39157, open from Monday to
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Extra safety measures will
be taken at each store including
a pre-screening questionnaire
and temperature check before
patients are let in for an exam.

There will also be strict rules
on capacity to keep employees
and patients within safe social
distancing proximity or a maxi-
mum of 10 people and extra
cleaning precautions. After the

pre-testing (which includes
digital photos of the front of the
eye, retinal images, a screen-
ing for glaucoma as well as
additional testing), a techni-
cian will escort the patient to
a private examination room for
an acuities and refraction exam
to test for the glasses or contact
lens prescription. The test is
performed virtually via video-
screen.

The local ophthalmologist
(MD) or optometrist then cre-
ates the patient’s customized
eye care treatment plan and
prescription. Alternative forms
of dispensing will be imple-
mented, including curbside or-
der pick-up and order delivery
options where permitted.

“This is a unique opportunity
to provide a service to people
who need it when others can’t
during such a crisis,” said Dan-
iel Stanton, CEO of My Eye-
lab and Stanton Optical. “This
solution allows customers to
receive eye care in a safe, no-
contact way, and allows us to
keep jobs in our stores. Our up-
dated policies and procedures
will allow customers who have

eye care emergencies to access
these services in the safest way
possible.”

Telehealth co-creator and 20-
year veteran optometrist Dr.
Brad Brocwell, vice president
of clinical operations for Now
Optics, designed a customized
approach utilizing Now Optics
Health Services’ proven tele-
health solutions. Over the past
3+ years, more than 700,000
telehealth eye exams have been
conducted through the compa-
ny’s proprietary technology and
network of doctors.

“Now more than ever cus-
tomers are looking for the saf-
est way to receive services,
and we are at the forefront of
telemedicine as it pertains to
eye health,” said Brocwell. “If
someone’s prescription expires
during this crisis or has a need
for prescription eyewear, we are
the only provider of telehealth
eye care services nationwide.
We are stepping up to deliver
a safe and reliable experience.”

Visit myeyelab.com or stan-
tonoptical.com for more infor-
mation and to find your closest
participating location.

MOORE & MOORE
Cleaning Service

Licensed & Bonded

Moore & Moore Cleaning Services
Commercial & Residential Cleaning
We clean: Office Buildings, Schools, Daycares
Churches, Restaurants - whatever you need.

Floor Stripping & Waxing, Carpet Cleaning,
Restrooms & All Other Janitorial Services
with Professional Results

601.519.0030 or 601.317.2735
Email: craig.moore78@yahoo.com
www.mooreandmoorecleaningserviceandautosaleslic

2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213

The person that sends us the most referrals will
receive a S200.0X) referrval fee.

MAID SERVICES AVAILABLI

All Types of Cleaning Services
Over 30 Years of Experience

Craig Moore
Owner/Operator

Free Estimates
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Billions
for Boeing,
pennies
for the people

By E. Faye Williams
Trice Edney Newswire

‘ The development of the $2.2 tril-
lion stimulus package was extremely
flawed. The Republican bullies in the
Senate, led by Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, wrote the bill with abso-
lutely no Democratic input, then sug-
gested that Democrats amend their
legislation. The first draft of the bill, unsurprisingly,
was a goody grab for corporations with much less for
individuals.

Initially, the Republican Senate would have given
Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin a slush fund of
$500 billion to assist troubled industries with abso-
lutely no oversight. The last version of the bill does
include both monitoring and an inspector general to
look for fraud and abuse. Republicans would have
doled the money out to their cronies. But the Dems,
led by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, stood their
ground.

The stimulus legislation is better than the 2008-
2009 bailout legislation. It is gratifying to see that the
Senate rose above partisanship to get this done.

Republicans even conceded that Mr. Trump, his
grafter family, other cabinet heads and senior lead-
ers, along with their families, cannot benefit from
this stimulus legislation. It is unfathomable that this
provision has to be put in writing, but 45, a hotel
owner, pushed hard for hotels and cruise ships to get
bailout benefits, but some in Congress have appar-
ently peeped 45°s hole card. It takes extreme hubris
for our nation’s chief executive officer, who has used
the United States Treasury as a piggy bank, to be as
self-serving as 45 is.

Good for Democrats for recognizing the pattern of
double-dealings makes it clear that written prohibi-
tion of these shady practices is necessary.

Michigan Congressman Justin Amash, an inde-
pendent who used to be Republican, tweeted, “This
bipartisan deal is a raw deal for the people. It does
far too little for those who need the most help while
providing hundreds of billions in corporate welfare,
massively growing government, inhibiting economic
adaptation and widening the gap between the rich
and the poor.” The legislation (which still must be ap-
proved by the House before it goes to the president)
is likely to be hundreds, if not thousands, of pages
long. And it’s got lots of fine print. For example, $17
billion in loan funds are set aside for “businesses
deemed critical to maintaining national security.

While Boeing isn’t mentioned by name, the Wash-
ington Post quoted s a confidential source who says
this money is partly set aside for Boeing. This is
the same Boeing that manufactured faulty, crashing
planes. And they’ve imperiously said they will take
assistance only on their terms.

Some think the federal government should take an
equity stake in companies that get bailout funds. Boe-
ing’s CEO said he wasn’t interested in such a deal. If
the feds wanted to play hardball, they’d force Boeing
into bankruptcy, since bankruptcy doesn’t mean the
cessation of operations, it means the restructuring of
debt.

Meanwhile, there’s no helpful fine print for or-
dinary people. Sure, people will get $1200 checks,
plus $500 per child. That’s better than nothing, but
compared to Boeing’s billions, it’s pennies. The abil-
ity to get unemployment insurance for extra weeks
will also be helpful for those who lose their jobs.
More food stamp funds will be available. But there is
some confusion over whether gig works will get the
benefit. Instead, it seems that those who have good
jobs will get great benefits, while those who have
part-time jobs, gig jobs or are unemployed won’t get
much. As Congressman Amash says, this stimulus
package will widen the wealth gap.

Inequality is at the very foundation of our econom-
ic system, so it isn’t surprising that the coronavirus
stimulus package reflects the biases that are hard-
wired into our system. We need committed, vocal,
progressive members of Congress (Maxine Waters,
Barbara Lee, Ayana Pressly, Bobby Scott, AOC and
others) to shine a bright light on this inequality, and
to either modify the legislation or develop legislation
to address some of these inequalities.

On March 23, Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-
NY) introduced HR 6379, the Take Responsibility
for Workers and Families Act, that provides protec-
tions for workers and families mostly because the
stimulus package does not. And there is a rush to pass
the stimulus quickly as more and more people are out
of work.

Stimulate the economy if you will, but don’t ignore
the people on the bottom. If we are injecting $2.2 tril-
lion into our lagging economy, make sure that some
of it trickles down the poor.

By Jarret R. Patton, MD
Guest Writer

| EEeE, These are tre-
" | mendous times that
.| We have never been
faced with before.
With a novel virus,
|| lack of preparation
1 time and a health-
care system that already runs at
near capacity, we have a disaster
of epic proportions on our hands.
What can we do? What should we
do? How can I help even if I am not
on the front lines?

Many are waging the war on
the front lines: the hospitals, clin-
ics, urgent care centers, emergency
rooms, testing centers, drive-thrus
and other direct patient care por-
tals. Reports from the battlefront
are difficult to stomach. With lim-
ited testing and scarcity of personal
protective equipment, this turns to
be a personal decision with poten-
tially grave consequences.

For those on the front lines of the
COVIDI19 pandemic, thank you!
Thank you from me, my family and
my neighbors.

The closest parallel for me is
9/11. T was working at the Bel-
levue Pediatric Emergency Ser-
vice in New York City overnight of
9/10/2001. Early morning of 9/11 1
signed out and left my shift to ride
the F train back to Brooklyn pretty
sleepy eyed. As I was just about to
settle into bed to catch some rest,
something caught my attention on
the television. It looked like a large
skyscraper was on fire on the up-
per floors. Sleepily I told myself
that this would be a perfect movie
to fall asleep on...Then I noticed
the channel. It was CNN and the
building on fire was one of the
world trade centers. Immediately

/

the sleepiness left my body as I was
shocked by this development.

As the reporters were explain-
ing how the tower caught fire af-
ter a plane crashed into it, another
plane crashed into the other tower.
My life felt like it was changing by
the second. This couldn’t be bad
luck... are we at war? Is New York
City under siege? Meanwhile the
subways are shutting down, the city
is confused. What is going on?

I rushed up several flights of
stairs to see if I could get on the
rooftop of my building and see
what was going on. In disbelief, I
could see both towers burning at
the end of the Manhattan skyline.
After confirming the news reports
with my own eyes, I called into the
hospital. They told me to shelter in
place in Brooklyn for now and be
on standby. They had enough hands
available to attend to the expected
barrage of patients that would be
sent from the World Trade Centers.

Later in the afternoon, I got the
call to come in for my overnight
shift. Travel was difficult as people
were shocked and edgy. However,
I made it into the hospital pumped
up and ready to spring into action.
When I arrived that afternoon, the
towers had already collapsed and
the emergency room was eerily
quiet. There was barely a patient to
be seen.

Normally, Bellevue is a bus-
tling place full of kids ranging
from barely sick to critical condi-
tion. This day it was deserted aside
from plenty of nurses and physi-
cians waiting to tend to the injured.
I looked around at the vastness of
the large empty space. There was
only one lone fireman who suf-
fered a minor eye injury while
fighting the blaze. People knew

| can only compare
COVID-19 to 9/11

to stay away from Bellevue; those
cold symptoms and other minor ill-
nesses could wait as the entire na-
tion knew that they were shipping
people from the world trade centers
to Bellevue. For days the ER was
mostly empty except for food do-
nations that were sent from across
the country to help feed the staff
who was sure to be overworked and
tired. The sad part of this empty ER
was that there were few survivors
to treat. On the other hand, it was
amazing to see humanity come to-
gether with support across the na-
tion.

What if you can’t be on the front
line? Perhaps you are afraid of what
it may mean for you, your family,
your children or your elderly par-
ents that you take care of. That is
a valid reason as most of us are not
trained for this COVID19 scenario.

Perhaps you have a retired, sus-
pended or restricted license, or
haven’t been a clinical doctor in a
while. Make that personal choice
and don’t be apologetic. There is
nothing wrong with sitting on the
sideline and being safe in this rap-
idly changing environment. How-
ever, don’t count yourself out; there
are ways in which you can help.

If you aren’t on the front lines
and wish that you could help here
are a few suggestions:

e Help disseminate facts with
people and debunk myths that are
circulating. This can happen via so-
cial media or telephonically to help
people understand the facts as we
know them today. Perhaps you can
write a letter to the editor that can
shed further light on the situation
or work with a local school district
with planning.

* Consider making a donation.
There are many different chari-

ties and local funds being set up
across the nation knowing that we
are in for many changes knowing
the lingering effects. This donation
doesn’t have to be monetary. Even
the blood banks are in dire need of
donations; give a pint.

* Sign up for a telehealth compa-
ny. There is no time like the present
to think telemedicine, particularly
with the restrictions on home state
licensure being lifted across the
country.

« Join local task forces or commit-
tees in your professional organiza-
tions. There are many local public
health organizations trying to keep
pace. Often they enjoy the input of
another physician. It doesn’t have
to be the CDC; your local officials
are handling the local business. Of-
ten they need the advice of a physi-
cian who can spare some time.

 Stay positive. Keeping an up-
beat spirit can be of great benefit
to others especially when they are
feeling scared. If you have diffi-
culties being positive perhaps you
will like my new upcoming book
entitled Licensed To Live: Daily
Affirmations to Rebuild Your Life.

* If nothing else, stay at home
and practice good social distanc-
ing. Your example will be followed
by others. We all must do our part
to limit the spread. Leading by ex-
ample helps a lot of people change
their mind.

During emergencies, we want to
be useful and the public expects all
of us to be on the front lines. How-
ever, we can be beneficial in many
ways even if we aren’t staring CO-
VID19 directly in the face.

Take some time for developing
your plan and let’s all pitch in to
help us flatten the curve in the U.S.
Stay safe.

Nation’s governors and mayors admirably
step in to fill the leadership vacuum left
by president’s failure on coronavirus crisis

By Marc H. Morial
Trice Edney Newswire

“We’re all com-
peting against each
/| other. This should
have been a coordi-
| nated effort by the
7| federal government,
and the national de-
fense authorization that the presi-
dent has to essentially push this
manufacturing really hasn't gone
into effect in any way. And, so,
ves, we’re competing against each
other. We'’re competing against
other countries. It's a ... Wild West,
I would say, out there.” — Illinois
Gov. J.B. Pritzker

When I was mayor of New Or-
leans, I was called upon to lead my
city through troubled times. I con-
fronted a crisis of violent crime, I
worked to keep my city safe during
natural disasters. I often relied on
support from the governor and the
president.

One of the worst national crises
in American history struck during
my mayoral tenure, September 11,
2001. As president of the U.S. Con-
ference of Mayor, I was proud to
support the president. I led the ef-

fort to create a National Safety and
Security Plan for American Cities,
including the recommendation for
a Department of Homeland Securi-
ty, and the federalization of airport
security screens.

Now, the coronavirus pandemic
has turned these traditional rela-
tionships between local, state and
federal leadership upside down.
President Trump appears more
concerned about his reelection
prospects than the rampant spread
of a deadly disease, forcing the na-
tion’s governors and mayors into
unprecedented roles.

On a conference call with gov-
ernors, who pleaded with Presi-
dent Trump for help in acquiring
lifesaving medical supplies like
ventilators, the president told them
to find the equipment themselves —
even as the federal government was
outbidding the states who were try-
ing to purchase it.

Massachusetts Governor Charlie
Baker told President Trump that his
state lost out to the federal govern-
ment three times on purchases of
critical supplies.

President Trump laughed.

As the president has faltered,

governors and mayors have risen —
most notably, New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo, whose state has
been the hardest-hit. Cuomo’s or-
derly, informative briefings — with
everyone present observing recom-
mended social distancing — stand in
stark contrast to President Trump’s
rambling, contradictory briefings
marked by misinformation and an-
gry attacks on journalists.

A few days after President
Trump stunned the public by say-
ing, ““I don’t take responsibility
at all” for the nation’s lag in test-
ing, Governor Cuomo firmly took
responsibility for closure of non-
essential businesses. “If someone
wants to blame someone, blame
me,” he said. “There is no one else
responsible for this decision.”

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine
was far ahead of the curve on or-
dering school closures and ban-
ning large gatherings to prevent the
spread of the virus. Michigan Gov-
ernor Gretchen Whitmer — before a
single case of coronavirus had been
identified in her state — announced
the creation of special task forces
and developed a plan for free test-
ing and treatment.

By the time President Trump fi-
nally called a national emergency
March 13, the nation’s mayors had
been fighting the battle in their
towns and cities, unassisted, for
weeks. Even as Florida Governor
Ron DeSantis resists a statewide
shelter-in-place order, Miami May-
or Francis Suarez — who has tested
positive himself — canceled large
gatherings and closed bars and res-
taurants.

Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan,
whose city was one of the first to
be struck, was quick to ban utilities
from cutting services and ordered
a moratorium on residential evic-
tions for non-payment of rent.

San Francisco Mayor London
Breed — an outspoken critic of
President Trump’s crisis response
— was among the first in the nation
to issue a widespread stay-at-home
order.

Now President Trump, in defi-
ance of medical experts, wants to
end the social distancing efforts
that are our only hope to contain
the virus. It will, once again, fall
to the governors and the mayors to
provide the sensible leadership that
the president will not.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed

pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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State Board of Education student member
Shelby Dean: Seniors, let’s finish strong

The Mississippi Link Newswire

I don’t think anyone, espe-
cially us high school seniors,
saw this coming. I keep think-
ing back to mid-January, a few
weeks after coming back to
school from Christmas break,
when I heard about the virus
outbreak in China. It came up
in small talk among my Bio-
medical Research class, and
the conversation always ended
with, “Well, it will end soon,”
or “Wouldn’t it be crazy if it
made it all the way to us?”

Fast forward to the pres-
ent: everything has changed.
School is canceled for a month.
All extracurricular activities
have come to a halt. Even prom
has been canceled. To most,
if not all of the seniors, this
means so much to us. It’s as if
we lost OUR time. Instead of
spending the best year of our
youth together, it’s now being
spent on social media, in our
houses, isolated from one an-
other. This sedentary state of

Dean

mind can have a profound ef-
fect on our physical and mental
health. That being said, let’s
take advantage of the ways that
We can exercise our maximum
physical and mental capabili-
ties!

Online schooling has of-
ficially started for my district
this week. I have to say: home-

schoolers — you guys deserve
a round of applause. It’s hard
personally to find the initiative
to read an online passage or to
take a quiz for my classes when
I could be painting, sleeping,
singing and dancing, or many
more desirable options that are
available when I am at home.
Nonetheless, it is so crucial that
we all keep our studies at the
forefront of our minds.

For all of the seniors graduat-
ing and planning on attending
college next year, we can’t take
six months off of learning new
material and then expect to ex-
cel in college-level courses.
Let’s finish out this school year
strong.

Along with keeping school
at the forefront of our minds,
we must make sure that we
are communicating with other
people about our current situ-
ations. Keep in contact with
your friends. Call them. Text
them. Video chat them. Mail
them letters. An important part

of keeping our mental states
positive is communicating with
others and saying what we feel.

This is also a great opportu-
nity to spend time with family
before we do move onto col-
lege or the workforce next year.
By diligently keeping up with
our studies and continuing to
communicate with friends and
family, we can make the most
out of this dreary situation.

To any student, grades K-12
or college age, we are living in
history. One day, our present
situation is going to be right in
that history textbook you love
to read. Let’s make sure that
we are doing all that we can to
keep ourselves and each other
safe so that one day we can tell
these stories to our kids and
grandkids.

Make sure you’re washing
your hands, not touching your
face, and, as hard for me as it
is to say, practicing social dis-
tancing. The fact that we may
not be in the “highest risk of

injury” category due to our
age does not give us any right
to think we should be exempt
from these policies and contin-
ue to pass the virus along. We
all need to make sure we are
doing our own individual parts
to overcome this obstacle.

If you are a parent/guardian
of a student, a loved one of a
student, or even just know a
student, reach out to them.
Remind them that they will
get through this and that they
matter. We want to hear from
you. We want to have a con-
versation. A simple word of en-
couragement can ripple into an
ocean of confidence, of joy.

To all teachers, administra-
tors and school workers, thank
you for the vast amount of time
that you are spending making
sure that we are healthy and
cared for. As a student, I can tell
you that while I was saddened
that I could not come back to
school after spring break, you
all are being so generous and

supportive that you are turning
my home into your classroom.
It’s nice for now, but please
don’t change it for good.

I know I speak for the rest
of the seniors when I say that
we all can’t wait to get back to
school, hopefully, sooner than
later. In the meantime, I have
found one of the best ways to
cope with the effect of the virus
on my current state is reading
about it. The CDC is keeping
track of the number of con-
firmed cases in each state on
its website. I have been read-
ing articles on John Hopkins
Medicine, Healthline and the
National Institutes of Health.
Gaining as much knowledge
about the virus has helped me
in feeling prepared and not
fearful of what is to come.

Shelby Dean is the senior
student representative on the
Mississippi State Board of Edu-
cation and a student at Clinton
High School.

JPS announces
extension of food
programs during
school closures

for lunch.

for Children

18 & 'under,

Our Families
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*Adult meals are $2.50
for breakfast and $3.75

JACKSON Grab-and-go breakfast and lunch meals

wea FOR STUDENTS 18 YEARS AND UNDER

rming lives thr
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Jackson Public Schools will serve grab-and-go breakfast and lunch meals during school closures.
Children 18 years of age and under will be able to pick up breakfast and lunch at no cost each

weekday. “No 1.D. required”. Meals will be served Monday-Friday from 9-11 a.m. through April 17
at the following locations:

Blackburn Middle

North
Central

@ South

SOUTH

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Public Schools will
continue to serve Grab-and-
Go breakfast and lunch meals
during school closures through
April 17, 2020.

Children 18 years of age and
under can pick up breakfast

and lunch at no cost. No ID is
required. They do not have to
be a JPS student.

Adult meals are $2.50 for
breakfast and $3.75 for lunch.

Meals will be served Mon-
day-Friday from 9-11 a.m. at
the locations listed on the chart.

Boyd Elementary

4531 Broadmeadow Street
North Jackson Elementary
650 James M. Davis Drive
Spann Elementary

1615 Brecon Drive

Marshall Elementary
2909 Oak Forest Drive
Peeples Middle

2940 Belvedere Drive
Whitten Middle

210 Daniel Lake Blvd.
Wilkins Elementary
1970 Castle Hill Drive

1311 W. Pearl Street
Galloway Elementary
186 Idlewild Street

Lake Elementary

472 Mt. Vernon Avenue
Raines Elementary

156 N. Flag Chapel Road
Smith Elementary

3900 Parkway Avenue

Jackson State University’s online master’s
degree In history program ranks among bhest

www.jsums.edu

Jackson State University’s Depart-
ment of History in the College of Lib-
eral Arts was recently recognized for
offering one of the Best Online Mas-
ter’s Degree in History programs for
2020 in a report published by Opti-
mal. The department also ranked Top
20 for Most Affordable Online Mas-
ter’s Degree in History. The informa-
tion was shared in Optimal’s Guide to
Online Schools.

According to a release, the method-
ology for the rankings incorporates a
return on investment formula to show
accredited programs with the best val-
ue. Since the cost and return of a col-
lege can significantly vary by the de-

gree, tuition rates and salary numbers
are specific to degree-level and major.

All tuition rates were manually re-
searched on official school websites
in order to ensure accuracy. Salary
figures were reported by PayScale and
reflected earnings of students 10 or
more years after graduation. In order
to select the best options for value in
each major, Optimal researched more
than 78,000 online programs.

“The Department of History and
Philosophy was one of the first to
build an online master’s program at
JSU. The faculty have found a way
to make online learning engaging and
cooperative,” said Dr. Candis Pizzet-
ta, dean of the College of Liberal Arts.

“Despite being a small department, it
offers a variety of classes every se-
mester and provide online students
with individual mentoring.”

Pizzetta said she is glad, but not sur-
prised, by the national ranking. “This
program is a model for online learn-
ing.”

Sung Rhee, CEO of Optimal, ex-
plained the organization’s goal is to
show data that are difficult to find
elsewhere.

“With this launch, Guide to Online
Schools shows students what they
can reasonably expect to make in sal-
ary 10 years after graduating from a
particular program. We want people
to know how their education choices

can measurably impact their financial
futures,” he said.

Optimal helps prospective students
make informed, data-driven decisions
to improve their collegiate experienc-
es and their post-college careers. The
company provides more than 85,000
in-depth student reviews and col-
lege rankings for every major based
on alumni salaries and manually re-
searched tuitions.

Optimal’s tools and services pro-
vide accessible and transparent finan-
cial data regarding cost and earning
potential that gives students educa-
tional paths that lead them to success,
without burdening them with insur-
mountable debt.

MSU released the
following statement
from Chief
Communications
Officer Sid Salter:

“Under the direction of Mississippi
StaterUniversity President Mark E. Kee-
num and senior administrators across the
campus, MSU has during the COVID-19
national emergency maintained a com-
mitment to keeping our students, faculty
and staff as safe as possible,” said Salter.
“One way that safety can best be accom-
plished is through offsetting rumor and
gossip with factual and timely information.
In an effort to maintain transparency in
MSU’s handling of the COVID-19 crisis,
here’s our institution’s COVID-19 status as
of Thursday, March 26, 2020.”

The university has one faculty member
who was confirmed positive for COVID-19
and is in isolation. That individual visited
their MSU office on March 16, prior to
confirmation. An appropriate investiga-
tion took place, the university provided
a professional sanitation of the affected
office area and adjacent common facilities,
and the individual is receiving appropriate
medical care.

One staff member was confirmed posi-
tive for COVID-19 and is in isolation. The
staff member was isolated at home prior to
confirmation.

As previously reported, one MSU Exten-
sion employee in Pike County was con-
firmed positive for COVID-19, self-isolated
and received medical attention. The Pike
County office was professionally sanitized
and temporarily closed.

One MSU student who has not been
on campus since the beginning of Spring
Break on March 9 was confirmed posi-
tive for COVID-19, and self-isolated at the
individual’s family home. The university
investigation into this case is ongoing.

One MSU student is hospitalized out-of-
state with what is believed to be COVID-19.
That student moved out of fraternity hous-
ing on March 18 and was asymptomatic.
The fraternity has been notified and an
investigation is underway into possible
close contacts during the move-out. The
student reported little to no contact with
individuals during that time. The univer-
sity will take appropriate sanitation and
notification steps in keeping with Centers
for Disease Control recommendations.

At least three other MSU employees are
awaiting the results of COVID-19 testing.
The university fully expects MSU-related
confirmed cases to increase in the near
term, as the CDC and the Mississippi State
Department of Health have warned all es-
sential institutions will likely occur.
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2020
Legislative
Session will

not reconvene
April 1

Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Legislature
will delay reconvening the 2020
Legislative ~ Session  beyond
Wednesday, April 1, by agree-
ment of Lieutenant Governor
Delbert Hosemann and Speaker
of the House Philip Gunn.

The Legislature adjourned
its 125-day Session temporarily
Wednesday, March 18, pursuant
to House Concurrent Resolution
65, which provided it would re-
convene April 1 or on another
date determined jointly by agree-
ment of the lieutenant governor
and the speaker.

Hosemann, Gunn and mem-
bers of the Legislature continue
to analyze the impact of CO-
VID-19 and the new federal
stimulus legislation on the state’s
emergency response efforts,
healthcare facilities and the wid-
er state budget. Budget analysts
and agencies have advised legis-
lative leadership that all agencies
currently have the funds needed
to meet the needs of our citizens.

No specific date is set for re-
convening the session at this
time. The Legislature will not
exceed its allotted 125 days for
this session by the Mississippi
Constitution, and will not incur
additional expense.

More information will be re-
leased as it becomes available.

Mississippi Arts Commission’s
Arts Day at the Capitol
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Central Mississippi Blues Society representing their organization at the Mississippi Arts Commission’s Art Day at the Capitol, which was held Thursday, March 5, from 11-
1:30. Pictured (I-r):Frances Flemings, Nettie Stowers, Malcolm Shepherd and Hilliard Williams. PHOTO CREDIT: ANDREW WELCH.

Sheltering at home can increase energy
bills; Here’s how to get help

Even with low electric rates, if usage is high your bill may be, too

Mississippi Link Newswire

With schools closed and many
workers  temporarily unem-
ployed or telecommuting due to
the coronavirus pandemic, many
families have a full house during
times the home would normally
be empty. The result is often an
increased demand for energy
to fuel daily lives, and that can
quickly lead to a higher-than-
normal energy bill.

The best way to manage this
increase in energy use is to fol-
low simple energy-saving tips,
like wrapping your water heater;
regularly replacing HVAC filters

and insulating doors and win-
dows.

But if a high bill has already
arrived, there are ways you can
get help managing your costs or
even paying your bill.

Effective March 15, Entergy
Mississippi, working with its
regulators, has temporarily sus-
pended service disconnections
through May 14, subject to the
Mississippi Public Service Com-
mission’s review after 30 days.

However, Entergy encourages
customers to make payments
on their account if possible, and
will work directly with custom-

ers to make payment arrange-
ments if they are unable to pay
in full. Customers requiring
such arrangements should call
1-800-ENTERGY  (800-368-
3749) or visit myAccount.

Here are four more ways to
manage through the higher costs
of powering your home:

* Level Billing — Entergy av-
erages your bill over a rolling
12-month period so you have a
consistent bill each month of the
year. Pay about the same every
month, with no surprises.

* Pick-A-Date — Choose what
day of the month you get billed

to line up with your budget and
manage your cash flow.

* Power to Care — Through
Entergy’s The Power to Care
program, local nonprofit agen-
cies can provide emergency bill
payment assistance to seniors
and disabled individuals in cri-
sis. Find out more at entergy-
mississippi.com/bill-help/.

e LIHEAP (Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram) is a program that provides
money to help people with ener-
gy bills and other energy-related
expenses. LIHEAP is funded
through the federal government

and works with community ac-
tion agencies to help customers
pay for and keep electric service
in their homes. For information
on how to apply for assistance,
call 1-800-421-0762 or visit the
state Division of Community
Services Web site.

If you think you’re going to
need help with your power bill,
don’t delay. Call Entergy’s cus-
tomer service representatives at
1-800-Entergy (1-800-368-3749)
to see what solution might be
right for you.

Entergy Mississippi, LLC
provides electricity to approxi-

mately 450,000 customers in 45
counties. Entergy Corporation is
an integrated energy company
engaged primarily in electric
power production and retail dis-
tribution operations. Entergy
owns and operates power plants
with  approximately 30,000
megawatts of electric generating
capacity, including 9,000 mega-
watts of nuclear power. Entergy
delivers electricity to 2.9 million
utility customers in Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi and Tex-
as. Entergy has annual revenues
of $11 billion and approximately
13,500 employees.
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Lift up your head
and keep pressing on

By Pastor Simeon R. Green lll
Special to The Mississippi Link

Sometimes
God will not
| come to our res-
1| cue immediately
but will test us.
During  those
times, we need
to be patient and possess our
souls. God uses problems to
strengthen us. We need to wait
on God in patience.

Isaiah 40:31 reads, “But they
that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be wea-
ry; and they shall walk, and not
faint.” The word faint means to
be disheartened.

Friend, do not get disheart-
ened. Lift up your head and
keep pressing on. We may be
discouraged or disappointed,
but we will never be disap-

pointed in God. We do not have
to lose out in a trial and give
up. God said with every temp-
tation He would make a way to
escape. He will not put more
on us than we can bear. He is
not unreasonable. His purpose
and plan are to build our faith.
He wants us to have more con-
fidence and trust in Him, and
then we can help others who
are going through trials.

We can receive wisdom
from God. We read in James
1:5 (New Testament) these
words: “If any of you lack wis-
dom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him.”

When we go through hard
places, we may feel that it is
unfair. In times such as that,
we can ask in wisdom for the
promise.

The devil likes to work on

APRIL 2 - 8, 2020

us to try to put us down. He
will try to bring fear upon us,
and fear has torment. Proverbs
29:25 states, “The fear of man
bringeth a snare: but whoso
putteth his trust in the Lord
shall be safe.”

Some people know what
they ought to do, but they have
a fear of man. The fear of man
will bring a snare and put us in
bondage. God said not to fear
man who can destroy the body
but to fear Him who can de-
stroy both soul and body. We
can be more than a conqueror
through Christ who strength-
ens us. If God be for us, who
can be against us?

We ought to give God glory
and praise for what He does for
us. We should not take the re-
sources of God lightly. We get
wisdom when we are tried by
fire. Friend, persecution has
never stopped the progress of

the Church. Perseverance dur-
ing persecution will bring out
the very best in us.

Psalm 125:1-3 states: “They
that trust in the Lord shall be
as Mount Zion, which can-
not be removed, but abideth
forever. As the mountains are
round about Jerusalem, so the
Lord is round about His people
from henceforth even forever.
For the rod of the wicked shall
not rest upon the lot of the
righteous; lest the righteous
put forth their hands unto in-
iquity.”

God is in the midst of His
people to take care of them.
Stay encouraged.

Rev. Simeon R. Green Il is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.
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Shock
treatment

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

30 years ago,
my father died. I
was in my college
dorm room when
I got the call from
my younger sister
that  something
had happened to
my father. She was crying uncon-
trollably and I could barely make
out what she was saying. The only
thing I could understand between
her sobs was “Daddy had died but
was on his way to the hospital.”

I immediately hung up the
phone, grabbed the keys to my
car and rushed out of my room. I
could barely control my emotions
and drove as fast as I could to the
hospital on the other side of town.
All that kept running through my
mind as I sped in rush hour traffic
was what could have happened.

I found out what my sister
meant when I got to the hospi-
tal. He had actually died but was
brought back to life by a next-
door neighbor who knew CPR.
EMS technicians then transport-
ed him to the hospital where we
got the diagnosis that he had both
sleep apnea and heart arrhythmia.

Because of the sleep apnea,
he’d stopped breathing while
he was taking a nap. While he’d
stopped breathing, his heart had
also stopped beating. He stayed
in the hospital for months as doc-
tors worked to repair the damage
to his heart and vital organs.

Part of the solution for his heart
arrhythmia was to install a defi-
brillator which would shock his
heart back to normal rhythm if
it ever stopped again. When his
heart stops, the machine sends a
bolt of electricity that my father
doesn’t even feel...but it keeps his
heart beating on time. The family

didn’t completely understand how
an electrical shock wouldn’t bring
him more pain but we were just
glad that they were able to keep
him alive.

I never thought that having
a shock to the heart would be a
good thing. When our hearts be-
come weakened or even dead to
sin, God sometimes allows jolts
to get our hearts back on rhythm.

I’ve recently had some “shocks”
that jolted my heart. What these
jolts did was remind me that even
though I thought my “heart” was
right, I still needed to work on
genuine forgiveness.

Psalm 37: 4 says that if we de-
light in the LORD, he will give us
the desires of our heart. Delight-
ing in God means that we make a
conscious decision to discern and
follow his will even in the most
difficult circumstances.

Like my daddy, I didn’t realize
that I had a problem with that is-
sue, until something happened
that broke my heart. In the heal-
ing process, God showed me how
that jolt was not intended to “kill”
me but merely to show me that my
heart needed to be strengthened.

Some are dealing with broken
hearts because of loss of job, loss
of loved ones and loss of our free-
dom. As so many of us are deal-
ing with changes in our lives be-
cause of Coronavirus pandemic,
we could consider using the time
to allow our hearts to be jolted,
strengthened and healed by God.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort
Worth, Texas based author of
“Love Hangover: Moving from
Pain to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of
Prayers for Writers.” Email pre-
servedbypurpose@gmail.com or
follow her on Twitter @shewan-
da.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church « 450 Culberston Ave.  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 « Fax # 601-969-1957 + E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Crossroads Church of God
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4091

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby
given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that The Tabernacle
Ministries has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application
requesting a Use Permit to operate a Private School as an accessory use for the church
within a R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District on property located at 2025A Siwell Rd.
(Parcel 845-275) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:

A certain parcel of land being situated in the Northwest %2 of Section 21, T5N-RI W in
the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as
follows:

Commence at an existing bold marking the Northeast corner of Brookhollow Place, Part 2,
a subdivision according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the office of the
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 26
at Page 6 and run thence North 00 degrees 40 minutes 10 seconds West for a distance of
284.50 feet to an existing % iron pin on the West right-of-way line of Siwell Road marking
the POINT OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said POINT OF
BEGINNING and leaving said West right-of-way line of Siwell Road, run thence South 88
degrees 04 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 504.70 feet to an existing %" iron
pin; run thence North 03 degrees 44 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 369.59 feet
to an existing %" iron pin on the South right-of-way line of Mississippi State Highway 18;
run theme along said South right-of-way line of Mississippi State Highway 18 the following
bearings and distances: North 85 degrees 36 minutes 00 seconds East for a distance of
88.88 feet to an existing concrete monument; South 87 degrees 09 minutes 33 seconds
East for a distance of 99.29 feet to an existing '2” iron pin; South 55 degrees 06 minutes 32
seconds East for a distance of 403.67 feet to a set % iron pin on the aforesaid West right-
of-way line of Siwell Road; leaving said South right-of-way line of Mississippi State Highway
18, run thence South 04 degrees 27 minutes 46 seconds East for a distance of 123.16 feet
to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 3.36 acres, more or less.

The above described parcel of land being the same property as described in deed recorded
in Deed Book 7126 at Page 6571, on file and of record in the aforesaid Chancery Clerk’s
office.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson,
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at which time all parties interested
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date.
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 25th day of March 2020.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

4-2-2020, 4-16-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING WITH A USE PERMIT
ZONING CASE NO. 4092

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby
given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Linda Stuckey has
filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning
from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to C-1A (Restricted) Commercial with a Use
Permit to operate a commercial day care center for property located at 5753 Angle Dr.
(Parcel: 723-701) in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:

Lot 2, Block A, PRESTO HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION, PART 2, according to the map or plat
thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at
Jackson, MS as now recorded in Plat Book 17 at Page 7.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson,
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at which time all parties interested
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date.
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 25th day of March 2020.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

4-2-2020, 4-16-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION
ZONING CASE NO. 4094

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby
given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Kellum Law Firm has
filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special
Exception to allow for a law office within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District on
property located at 1438 North State St. (Parcel: 13-2) in the First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT 2 and a 4 X 150-foot strip of land off the North side of Lot 10, Second Gillespie
Subdivision of the City of Jackson, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which
is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson,
Mississippi, in Plat Book 2, Page 88, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as
part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson,
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at which time all parties interested
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date.
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 25th day of March 2020.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

4-2-2020, 4-16-2020

Advertisement for Electronic Bid
Bid 3129 Callaway Exterior Lighting Project

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the Board of
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until

2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 30, 2020, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the Callaway Exterior Lighting
Project will be held at Callaway High School, 601 Beasley Road, Jackson, MS on April
10, 2020 at 1:30 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is not mandatory but strongly
encouraged. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar
days from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.jpsdmsprojects.
com. A $100.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each printed set of bid specs/
documents. A $100.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required on each digital PDF set
of bid specs/documents. Documents must be purchased through the website. All plan
holders are required to have a valid email address for registration. Questions regarding
website registration and online orders, please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main
Street, Tupelo, MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please
contact Wanda Elliot at Dale Partners and Associates, Phone: 601-352-5411 or Email:
wandaelliott@dalepartners.com.

4-2-2020, 4-9-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF
INTENTION TO DIVERT OR WITHDRAW FOR BENEFICIAL USE THE PUBLIC
WATERS OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

Notice is hereby given that on the 1ST day of February 2020, the City of Jackson, PO Box
17, Jackson, MS 39205, filed applications for permits to continue to divert or withdraw the
public water of the State of Mississippi for beneficial use from the Ross Barnett Reservoir
in the county of Hinds for Public Water System purposes subject to existing rights, the
following amount of water at the indicated location:

PERMIT # VOLUME RATE LOCATION
MS-SW-02418 22 MG/D 21,000 GPM SE, NW, §36, TO6N, RO1E
MS-SW-02419 45 MG/D 42,000 GPM NE, SE, S34, TO7N, RO2E

Any person, firm, association, or corporation, deeming that the granting of the above
application will be truly detrimental to their rights to utilize the waters of said source, may
protest in writing to the Permit Board of the State of Mississippi, ATTN: Chris Hawkins, P.O.
Box 2309, Jackson, Mississippi 39225, setting forth all reasons why said application should
not be approved. Letters of protest must be received within ten (10) days of this publication.

If not protested, a permit will be issued on or after ten (10) days following publication date.
If protested, the application will be taken for consideration by the Permit Board of the State
of Mississippi in its offices at 515 East Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi, on or after,
Tuesday, the 12TH day of May 2020, at which time all interested persons may appear and
be heard by the Permit Board.

OFFICE OF LAND AND WATER RESOURCES
Chris Hawkins, P.E.
Chief, Permitting, Certification, and Compliance Division

4-2-2020

LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received electronically via MAGIC or physically delivered to the office of
the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North West Street,
Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 04/28/2020 , for:
RE: GS# 209-057 Re-roof Ivy Hall (Bookstore)
Meridian Community College

RFx #: 3160003550

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained
from:

Professional: Carter Miller Associates, Ltd.

Address: Post Office Box 4324
Meridian, Mississippi 39304

Phone: 601-483-0601

Email: bcarter@cmaltd.us

A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to
Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE:
Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Calvin R. Sibley, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

3-26-2020, 4-2-2020

Garrett
Enterprises
Building

3-26-2020, 4-2-2020

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 4093

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby
given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Dr. David & Dr. Joyce
Cole Marion have filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application
requesting a Rezoning from R-5 (Multi-family) Residential District to C-3 (General)
Commerecial District to allow for the construction of a professional services office building
for the property located on Parcel #507-276-2 on Old Canton Rd described as:

A parcel of land lying and being situated in the NE % of Section 13, Township 6 North,
Range 1 East, Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described
as follows:

From the Point of Beginning of the parcel herein described, said point being the Point of
Beginning of the property granted to Mississippi Power & Light Company from W. P. Bridges
dated September 24, 1975, and recorded in the Office of the Chancery Clerk, Hinds County,
Mississippi, in Deed Book 2314, Page 550, run thence in a northerly direction along the
west property line of said Mississippi Power & Light Company land a distance of 125.0" to
a point, thence turn right 88 023'00” and run in a easterly direction a distance of 250.9'to a
point, thence turn right 910 37°00” and run in a southerly direction a distance of 125.0’ to a
point, thence turn right 88023'00” and run in a westerly direction a distance of 250.9’ to the
Point of Beginning, containing 0.72 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson
Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson,
Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at which time all parties interested
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the
City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date.
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 25th day of March 2020.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator

City of Jackson, Mississippi

4-2-2020, 4-16-2020

(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call: 601-209-9199
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Dental Insurance

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It can help
cover the services you're most likely to use -

v oV

Cleanings X-rays Fillings Crowns Dentures

4 Preventive care starts right away
4 Helps cover over 350 services

4 Go to any dentist you want - but save more
with one in our network

4 No deductible, no annual maximum

Cal now 4o got Hhis FREE. | 22
‘AFWMA-HM KI‘“

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Provider:

dental50plus.com/mspress
Benefits Rider. Acce

s and Preventive
ate of this type. ‘@//

Contact us for compl pecific offer is not

available in CO, NY; call 1-888799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A GieiANS

(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: PISOGA; NY: PISONY; OK: PIS00K; Physicians Mutual

TN: PISOTN). Rider kinds B438/B439. Insurance for all of us.

6154-0120

Crossword Puzzle

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11

12

14 15

18
20 21

2 23

27 28

31 32

33 34
ACROSS DOWN

1. Apt 1. Sailors “hey”

5. Wood cutting tools 2. Severe

9. Short poem 3. Caps

11. Farmer’s need 4. Stretch to make do

12. Frat 5. Hotel

13. Water (Sp.) 6. Fish tank growth

14. Aye 7.1 __iflcould

15. Gigabyte 8. Hita fly

17. Alternative (abbr.) 10. Imperative

18. Looked 16. Life forms

20. Producing sound 18. Behold

22, Lanka 19. Brand of cola

23. Nashville locale 20. Overly righteous

24. Drain 21. Employs

27. Sward 22. Move while sleeping
29. Tremendous 24. Paul’s former name
31. Notion 25. Green Gables dweller
32. Bewilders 26. Posttraumatic stress disorder
33. Drowse 28. Lipid

34. Luge 30. A Small World...

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
/

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the Q
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
( j/
Hint: Quote by Paul Newman
[A[B[CIDIETFIGIHT I TJIK]L[M[NJO[PIQIR[STTU]VIWX] Y] Z]

HEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEE

puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

o o)
DK UQB TX VMRUDWZ R VQIXT

[0) oo ) T
ZRNX RWH UQB MQQIl RTQBWH P JX
T ‘T T )
PRCMX RWH RWH ARW P PXMM OJAQ
T - I __o
PJX FBAI XT DF DP F UQB

Pick Up

THE Mississippr LLINK

AT THE FOLLOWING LLOCATIONS:

JACKSON
BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

J & AFUEL STORES

3249 Medgar Evers Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and 1-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAYMOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS LOVE FOOD MART

HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 |-55 South Frontage Road

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD'’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

MCAN

To place your

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

statewsde classifed ad order, call MS Press Services at 601-9831-3060 —~

Crossword Solution
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Cryptogram Solution
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Classes / Training

COMPUTER and IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills
to become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now!  Call CTI for details!
833-992-0228 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
EARN YOUR HOSPITALITY DEGREE
ONLINE! Earn your Associates Degree
ONLINE with CTI!' Great career advance-
ment with the right credentials! Learn
who's hiring! Call 833-992-0228. (M-F
8am-6pm ET)

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become o Medical Office
Professional online at CTII Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
833-992-0228. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350 procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress.
Ad# 6118

UP TO $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay funer-
ol and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 844-
439-8447 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/ms

Services-Legal

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more!  To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY,

Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING ovailable for one low rate with One
Call - One Order - One Payment conven-
ience in over 90 newspapers. Call 601-
981-3060 to place your advertising
order.

Services-General

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-855-978-
3110

DISH NETWORK. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get o FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our atforneys can help get

you approved! No money out of pocket!
Call 601-203-3826

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........5210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............5785
1 col. x 4 inch........... $1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060

Week of March 29, 2020
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People facing new ways of life as
Covid 19 has changed everything

By Hamil R. Harris
TriceEdneyWire.com

Rev. Grainger Browning, pastor
of the Ebenezer African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Fort Washing-
ton, Md., is used to preaching to two
packed sanctuaries every Sunday.
But on Sunday, March 22, Brown-
ing and a skeletal staff preached to
a mostly empty sanctuary while his
members watched on the Internet.

“I feel like a spiritual first respond-
er,” Browning said. “It’s called Live
from the church. We try to duplicate
church as much as we can. We have
members of the praise team and a
skeletal staft.”

Browning’s situation is one ex-
ample of a new reality for churches
around the nation. Even the §,200-
seat sanctuary of Bishop T. D. Jakes’
Potter’s House in Dallas has been
virtually empty. As the coronavirus
spread around the nation and world
and as state governments and health
experts increasingly issue stay at
home orders and suggest social dis-
tancing, life as usual has become
non-existent.

Members of the Class of 2020 are
still hoping for their proms, com-
mencement exercises and celebra-
tions that are normal milestones for
generations past.

In sports, there are no NBA basket-
ball games, NCAA tournaments or
baseball Spring training. And in terms
of mass gatherings, going to the mov-
ies, eating out, and even worshipping
God in church pews has been forbid-
den for a season. Even weddings and
funerals have been curtailed.

As a result of the Corvid 19 vi-
rus, this lethal strain of the corona
flu, America is a stranger to herself
with frightened and helpless citizens
“sheltering in place” behind locked
doors in a society where toilet paper
has become priceless as indicated by

Antidote

Bishop T. D. Jakes stands before about 30 people in his Potter’s House sanctuary that seats 8,200 in Dallas.

the empty shelves in grocery stores.

“People are losing it. My brother
drives a bread truck and he said that
his colleague was robbed, said Sean
Brown, 39, a financial manager in
Severn, Md. “They took his entire
bread truck.”

As of April 1, there are over
207,694 people diagnosed with CO-
VID 19, which means America is now
number one in the world in terms of
a disease that has now killed more
than 47,000 around the globe. This is
despite glaring headlines and weekly
White House briefings that produced
more arguments than solutions.

“If ever there is a time to practice
humanity — it is now,” said New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo in a tweet
Sunday. “The time to show kindness,
to show compassion. New Yorkers
are tough — but we are also the most
courageous community that you have

ever seen.”

Sean Brown, the financial man-
ager, a husband and father of two,
watched a taped worship service from
the University Park Church of Christ.
Despite the change, he still has hope
through his faith. “It is important to
remember who is in control. God is
still in control.”

COVID 19 has ushered in an era of
“social distancing.” And yet it is easy
to find examples of hope in cities and
towns and communities across Amer-
ica in terms of faith, family and every
aspect of life.

On Twitter, there was a video of
a group of Cuban doctors of color
inwhite lab coats and masks arriv-
ing in Italy and being greeted by
people waiting in the international
airport. As restaurants closed, many
soup kitchens that regularly feed the
homeless, such as Miriam’s Kitchen

in Northwest Washington, DC, kept
their doors open. But among the most
notable changes are the churches
which quickly adjusted their empty
sanctuaries to computer screens and
conference calls.

Rev. Leslie Copeland Tune, chief
operating officer for the National
Council of Churches, said despite
the corona virus, “Most churches
are using creatives to remain con-
nected. They are using zoom, video
conferencing, prayer calls. My home
church in New York is having prayer
callers at 6 am.”

With Easter two weeks away,
Browning said that he will have
Lenten services every morning be-
tween six and seven a.m. that will be
rebroadcast. “People can start their
day,” but Browning added, “I’m re-
ally missing the people; it is like be-
ing away from your wife.”

“My concern is for the people.
There is concern about people dying
but I don’t think I hear a heart for the
people who survive. They literally
don’t know how they are going to
eat.”

Browning of Ebenezer in Maryland
said he is really concerned about con-
ducting funerals when there is a re-
striction. “Right now, we can’t have
more than ten people. I can’t imagine
having a love one dying and there are
only 10 people there.”

Even medical doctors are taken
aback by the new realities. “We had
our church by telephone confer-
ence,” said Tracey Burney, a retired
urologist who attends Bethany CME
Church in Clearwater, Florida. “Be-
ing a physician, we are always ready
for the worst. But I have never seen
anything like this in my wildest
dreams.”

Continued from page 1

Green was joined by Beth
Lynk, LCEF’s Census Counts
campaign  director;  Lizette
Escobedo, director of Nation-
al Census Program, NALEO
Educational Fund; John Yang,
president and executive direc-
tor, Asian Americans Advancing
Justice; Ditas Katague, direc-
tor, California Complete Count
Committee; and Lycia Mad-
dox, vice president of External
Affairs, National Congress of
American Indians.

These speakers explained the
often similar but also unique
obstacles to marshalling their
constituents’ responses to the
census, one they agree will be
one of the most challenging in
America’s history and “one of
the most urgent civil rights is-
sues facing the country,” Beth
Lynk observed.

Yang said concern about the
privacy of census responses
among Asian American families,
particularly those with mixed
immigrant status households,
was heightened by the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s efforts to
include a question on citizen-
ship on the 2020 census form.
He said surveys have shown that
a significant percentage of Asian
Americans, as high as 30 percent
in one poll, still incorrectly think
the question is on the form.

Similarly, the citizenship

question has roiled the La-
tino community. Some surveys
showed that about half of Lati-
nos still thought it would be in-
cluded on the form, said Escobe-
do. “This is a significant concern
for us.”

Green also cited the historic
lack of trust within the black
community, of how the federal
government may use census in-
formation, as a looming impedi-
ment to a successful count. That
same sentiment may depress the
response rate from African and
Caribbean immigrant residents
who are increasingly becoming
a percentage of the National Ur-
ban League’s constituency.

The NUL and its 90 affiliates
now have a presence in 36 states
and the District of Columbia
with the capacity to potentially
reach two million American
residents, Green reported. The
NUL’s Make Black Count cam-
paign, a collaboration with other
organizations and religious lead-
ers, has held national phone te-
lebriefings. March’s event drew
well over a thousand partici-
pants.

Make Black Count is de-
signed to increase awareness
and understanding about elected
congressional and state rep-
resentation as well as the al-
location of monetary benefits
derived from the census. These

tax-derived funds are returned,
by population-driven formulas,
to states, counties, cities and
towns. The federal contribution
to rural hospitals, for example,
has moved to the forefront of
concerns as the demand for ad-
equate bed space and equipment
spike in the throes of the corona
virus pandemic.

With coronavirus dominating
the news, the census is at risk
of being pushed to the margins
of the public consciousness. By
following the Center for Disease
Control’s guidance, Yang said
his organization, as are the other
telebriefing participants, is fac-
toring in recommendations on
how to improve public outreach.

“A number of our grassroots-
based organizations are moving
more toward phone banks, text
banks, to create more of a pres-
ence on-line because, certainly
tabling opportunities, in-person
opportunities are becoming re-
stricted and we want to exercise
caution and ensure the safety and
health of our volunteers,” Yang
said. Escobedo said NALEO,
for example, is reaching many
Latinos through Facebook.

Yang also is concerned about
how messaging about the virus
and disease is being distorted.
“Getting the facts right matter,”
Yang emphasized. “We, unfor-
tunately, are seeing a significant

increase in hate incidents around
Covid-19, coronavirus, directed
against the Asian community
and this is something we need to
stand up against. The reality is
that this is a health hazard. It is
not specific to one ethnic com-
munity. One ethnic community
is not the carrier of this health
hazard in a manner that is ge-
netically based.”

Lycia Maddox, vice president
of External Affairs, National
Congress of American Indians,
spoke about the uphill climb to
achieving accurate representa-
tion of the Native American
population. “Indian Country has
the highest undercount of 4.9
percent, almost double the next
population group,” she said of
the 2010 census.

Maddox said NCAI has part-
nered with other Native Ameri-
can organizations and tribal
leaders in efforts to boost the
response rate in communities
that typically qualify as Hard to
Count. HTC is a designation that
applies to census tracts where
the past history of responses
to the census have lagged. Im-
migrant households, and ones
where English is not the primary
language, consistently fall under
that rubric. But other descriptors
— low-income households, rural
communities and lack of robust
Internet access — apply to a sig-

nificant percentage of the Native
American presence.

As a consequence, tribal na-
tions also comprise part of
California’s 11 million Hard to
Count population in a state of
40 million residents. The size
of California’s population alone
sets it apart from the rest of the
country, Katague explained. She
said Los Angeles County, where
192 languages are spoken, has a
population larger than 42 states.
California has committed $187.2
million to achieving a complete
count, funding that surpasses the
combined financial commitment
of the 49 remaining states.

Maddox said coronavirus has
made its presence felt among
Native Americans in other ways.
There are instances of some
tribes limiting physical access
by outsiders to reservations and
communities in order to limit
the potential of exposure to the
virus. Another concern is that
the recruitment of Native Amer-
ican enumerators, already diffi-
cult enough, will be negatively
impacted. Jeri Green and the
NUL are painfully aware of this
possibility as well.

“We are concerned about hir-
ing,” Green said. “We know that
the Census Bureau has to re-
cruit 2.5 million people to hire
500,000 enumerators. We now
worry about a greater attrition

rate than they’ve had, where
people might just say, ‘Okay,
well, I’'m out of here. I don’t
want to knock on doors because
of this virus.” We don’t know.

“But we have been, all along,
trying to shift the dynamic and
move the needle in the other
way, even before this virus came
on, and push self-response. And
that’s what we’ve been doing,
pushing the telephone lines and
self-response because we don’t
want those great numbers out
there in the non-response uni-
verse.”

Yet, one estimate is, at the
acme of the census response,
there could be as many as eight
million hits a day on the census
website.

“We just have to hope and
pray that the Census Bureau’s
infrastructure  for telephone
questionnaire assistance and In-
ternet response are all function-
ing,” Green said. “They seem to
be all systems go.”

Green, a former census em-
ployee, now retired from fed-
eral service, said, “We are fight-
ing collectively to ensure that
the black population loses no
ground — political, economic
or civil rights as a result of the
2020 census. The stakes are
too high. We must Make Black
Count in the 2020 Census.”
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Once upon a time....

Isn’t that how a good story al-
ways starts? Once upon a time,
and there’s a prince and a prin-
cess, and usually a castle and
always a happy ending. Except,
sometimes, there’s not. Some
stories need a little help to end
well, and in ‘“Parable of the
Brown Girl” by Khristi Lauren
Adams, the Bible is the place to
find it.

Years ago, shortly after grad-
uation from college, Adams
worked at a residential treatment

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS
JACKSON'’S URBAN RHYTHM AND
BLUES STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR
FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S
AND 90°S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST
THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND

facility for teen girls with emo-
tional difficulties. It didn’t take

long for her to see that each of

the girls were angry at the world
and she knew that they probably
had good reason for that: every-
one had let them down.

When one girl finally confided
in her, Adams knew she’d found
“the call God placed on” her life:
“to build relationships and work
as an advocate for black girls
who often find themselves on
the margins.”

Today, she finds that the sto-
ries her clients tell her have par-
allels to Parables in the Bible.

TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Nine-year-old Deborah, for in-
stance, was a sunny child whose
“happy place” was school, most-
ly because her home life was no
longer supportive. Adams didn’t
quite know what to say when the
child asked why God made her
“a warrior when I’m really just
weak,” but the answer was in the
Bible.

Teenage Leah was depressed,
anxious, overwhelmed,
which led to self-harm and an
eating disorder.
racism and bullying, Leah was
heartened by a reminder that she
was made in God’s image.

all of

The victim of

HIGHER IN CANADA ¢+ 148 PAGES

Beautiful Lyric had also been
bullied and she thought she was
too insignificant for God to both-
er — until she figured out, as she
says, that “God heard my voice.”

Black girls, as Adams points
out, are accused of having “at-
titude.” They catch the “strong
black woman” bit at a time when
they don’t want to be strong or
stoic. They’re accused of being
“fass” and flirtatious, flaunting
the body and hating the hair God
gave them.

What they all should know,
says Adams, is that “God’s grace
and wisdom aren’t far from any

www.mississippilink.com

of them.”

When you first page through
“Parable of the Brown Girl,”
you may be a bit confused. Is it a
book for teens, parents, teachers
or carers?

The answer is: all four.

Teenage girls will get plen-
ty of wisdom and guidance
within these pages, as author
Khristi Lauren Adams offers
Bible-based succor and food for
thought.

For adults, Adams explains
the situations her subjects have
endured and what they taught
her, which is surprisingly heart-

(o

opening.

Readers will see how the lives
of today’s girls are vastly differ-
ent from that which their moth-
ers lived, and Adams calming
voice tones down any drama that
may come from misunderstand-
ing.

Her compassion toward black
girls is also catching, and her
shared faith could be a great
comfort in what might be tur-
moil for both teen and family.

Read this book, share it with
your (older) teen, discuss.

“Parable of the Brown Girl” is
one to have once upon this time.

SMOOTH 100.5 FM
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"HCCSD delivering education -
and meals - iIn new normal

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Last week, Governor Tate
Reeves announced his decision
to close schools throughout the
state through April 17, 2020, to
help reduce the spread of CO-
VID-19 and protect the health
and safety of our communities
and state.

In accordance with the an-
nouncement, Holmes County
Consolidated Schools will be
closed through April 17, at a
minimum, and will continue ef-
forts to provide supports to stu-
dents and their families to ensure
learning continues.

District staff continue to work
according to the governor’s ex-
ecutive order. This means some
are working from home and
some are working in uncrowded
or near-isolated office settings.
Large meetings, when there is a
need, are held as video confer-
ences.

Despite the state-wide closing
of schools, Holmes County Con-
solidated School District (HCC-
SD) is continuing to educate its
students and feed those who want
a grab-n-go breakfast and lunch.
Superintendent of Schools James
L. Henderson said, “We are com-
mitted to providing a quality edu-
cation to our students despite the
circumstances that are seemingly
ever-changing. If there is a silver
lining to the safety measures en-
acted as a result of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, it is that education
will never be the same in Holmes
County. We are committed to en-
suring that every student contin-
ues to have access to instruction

Henderson

and moves forward with learn-
ing so that no one falls behind or
misses out being prepared to suc-
ceed in the global economy. We
have the will and means to get
this done.

“We also have the assurance
from our state leaders. Gover-
nor Reeves declared that dis-
tricts will continue to receive
state funding to operate, and that
employees will be paid during
this time of school closure. Our
district leaders, while following

state-mandated safety protocols,
are training school leaders and
teachers to provide online virtual
learning activities, assignments
and assessments to students at
home during this social isolation
period.”

Chief of School Leadership,
Joann Rucker, said, “We are
working with our educational
partners Renaissance (Math and
Reading) and Edgenuity (online
curriculum and learning solu-
tions) in addition to others, to

give all of our students the means
to continue and complete the
requirements for this academic
year.”

Additionally, Title funds were
reallocated to purchase one-to-
one computing devices for all
students in the district so that
their educational gains won’t
slide during their time away from
school.

“We will also provide hotspot
devices or create mobile internet
access locations for all homes at
no cost to our families,” Hender-
son said.

The district is surveying par-
ents to identify areas without in-
ternet access.

“Our students and staff will
benefit from the changes to our
standard way of doing things as
we learn more ways to commu-
nicate, solve problems and learn
during this new normal,” Hen-
derson said. “We are going to be
better for overcoming this cata-
strophic pandemic.”

Henderson continued, “We
want every student in this district
to have equal access to maintain
the progress of their educational
trajectory. Families were contact-
ed regarding the process for pro-
curing the devices and received
information on how to access
the online virtual learning sites.
Building leaders are applauding
the efforts of the district.”

HCCHS assistant principal
Antwayn Patrick said, “Though
we are dealing with a very chal-
lenging situation, I applaud Dr.
Henderson’s efforts to modernize
our district. Providing computing

devices and hotspots removes the
barrier to online learning that ru-
ral areas have.”

Zenobia Cockrell, a librar-
ian at William Dean Elementary
School, agrees. “Providing com-
puters is a plus since so many stu-
dents do not have them at home.
The district’s website is also ben-
eficial because it is a one-stop site
that provides updated information
and communication, designed to
keep everyone informed.”

With a growth mindset and de-
termination to improve, easing
the financial burden and hard-
ships of families in the HCCSD is
one of Henderson’s top priorities.

The district began meal deliv-
eries March 17 and will continue
for as long as schools remain
closed. The number of meals dis-
tributed has steadily increased
and this is good news for the dis-
trict.

“We want our families to stay
healthy,” Henderson said. “De-
livering meals during this time of
insecurity will help relieve some
of the scarcity our families are
experiencing.”

Holmes County Central High
School (HCCHS) student Harvey
Ellington is grateful for this ser-
vice. “I appreciate the district for
doing this because it means a lot
to my family and other members
in our community.”

Shem Whigham, assistant prin-
cipal of HCCHS said, “People are
excited to see the efforts of the
district, going the extra mile, es-
pecially considering the challeng-
es of doing it in a rural district.”

Congressman  Bennie  G.

Thompson (MS-02) said, “I am
proud of the Holmes County
Consolidated School District
for their leadership and service.
They are serving their commu-
nity by delivering meals directly
to students and families, offering
school counselor assistance, and
distributing computing devices
and hot spots to provide inter-
net access to all families in the
district. These services are in-
creasingly important to provide
our community with a sense of
normalcy during these uncertain
times. We are all appreciative of
everything the district is doing to
help the community.”

Lexington mayor Robin Mc-
Crory said, “I have the utmost
gratitude for the community,
school district faculty and staff
for stepping up and being re-
sponsive to the federal and state
guidelines to maintain social dis-
tance and minimize contact. ’'m
in full support of the grab-n-go
meals and the online learning the
district is providing.”

“During these challenging
times, we are stronger together.
We will continue to communicate
with our community and keep
our families updated,” Hender-
son said. “Our website and social
media accounts will always have
the most current information per-
taining to our schools and the dis-
trict’s operation; this is our com-
mitment to you.”

For more information contact
Deborah Antoine, media spokes-
person by email: dantoine@
holmesccsd.org, or call 662 854-
3447.

Hinds CC promoting
remote advising
for summer and fall
semesters

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Registration for classes at
Hinds Community College
for the summer and fall se-
mesters begins on April 7 for
currently enrolled students
and April 13 for prospective
students.

Classes, registration and
advising have transitioned
to online in response to the
coronavirus global pandemic.
Prospective students are be-
ing referred to https://www.
hindscc.edu/enroll to apply,
register, get tips on financial
aid and more.

Remote advising is being
offered to all new and return-
ing students. Through remote
advising, students can meet
with a counselor by text,
phone call or video chat with-
out having to visit a campus.

Prospective students may

visit https://www.hindscc.edu/
emergency/coronavirus-cov-
id-19/advise-remotely, https.://
www.hindscc.edu/student-
services/advising-registration
or email radvising@hindscc.
edu for more information.

As Mississippi’s largest
community college, Hinds
Community College is a com-
prehensive institution offer-
ing quality, affordable edu-
cational opportunities with
academic programs of study
leading to seamless univer-
sity transfer and career and
technical programs teaching
job-ready skills. With six lo-
cations in central Mississippi,
Hinds enrolls nearly 12,000
credit students each fall se-
mester.

To learn more, Visit
www.hindscc.edu or call 1
800-HindsCC.

Hinds CC places 19 students
on All-Mississippi Community
College Academic Team

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Nineteen Hinds Community
College students were named to
the 2020 All-Mississippi Commu-
nity College Academic Team.

The list includes:

Sarrah Bell, of Jackson, Jack-
son Campus-Academic/Technical
Center, elementary education

Adrianna Chambers, of Jack-
son, Raymond Campus, chemistry

Adrionna Childress, of Jack-
son, Jackson Campus-Academic/
Technical Center, early childhood
development technology

Veronica Epps, of Jackson,
Utica Campus, business and office
technology

Michael Evilsizor, of Brandon,
Jackson Campus-Academic/Tech-
nical Center, culinary arts technol-
ogy

Jennifer Hammond, of Bran-
don, Jackson Campus-Nursing/
Allied Health Center, nursing

Jordan Hariel, of Brandon,
Rankin Campus, computer engi-
neering

Donald Hughes, of Jackson,
Utica Campus, nursing

Phoenix Jackson, of Crystal
Springs, Utica Campus, broadcast
television production

Shelby McLaurin, of Brandon,
Rankin Campus, biology

Kevin Michel, of Florence,
Raymond Campus, business

Cordarrayl Nichols, of Canton,
Raymond Campus, diesel equip-
ment technology

Nicholas Niolet, of Vicksburg,
Vicksburg-Warren Campus, elec-
trical technology

Lona Perret, of Pelahatchie,
Rankin Campus, educational psy-
chology

Maria Serratos, of Clinton, Ray-
mond Campus, civil engineering

India Robinson, of Jackson,
Jackson Campus-Academic/Tech-

nical Center, nursing

Rachel Shirley, of Brandon,
Rankin Campus, marketing man-
agement technology

Anna Speights, of Vicksburg,
Vicksburg-Warren Campus, gen-
eral studies

Devin Trunnell, of Clinton,
Raymond Campus, electrical tech-
nology.

The All-Mississippi Academic
Team, begun in 1994 as the first
state-level academic recognition
program for community and junior
college students, recognizes the
scholarly achievements and lead-
ership accomplishments of stu-
dents enrolled in community and
junior colleges across the state.

Team members were selected
following several rounds of judg-
ing from education officials, busi-
ness leaders from across the Unit-
ed States and a distinguished panel
of representatives from federal

agencies and national education
associations based in Washington
D.C.

Students named to the First
Team received $1,000 scholar-
ships. First and Second Team
members receive special medal-
lions, certificates and printed reso-
lutions from each chamber of the
Mississippi Legislature. They are
also eligible for scholarships at
many four-year universities de-
signed exclusively for All-Missis-
sippi Academic Team members.

The All-State team is coordinat-
ed by the Mississippi Association
of Community and Junior College,
the Mississippi Community Col-
lege Board and Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society.

The All-State Academic Team
recognition program is an out-
growth of the All-USA Commu-
nity College Academic Team, ad-
ministered by Phi Theta Kappa.
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HCSD Shares Tips on
How to Slow or Prevent
the spread of COVID-19

As with other respiratory infections

like the flu or the common cold, public
health measures are critical to slow the
spread of illnesses. Based on the latest
guidance from MSDH, individuals
should adhere to the following:

 Avoid close contact with people who
are sick and stay home if you are
sick.

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and
mouth with unwashed hands.

» Cover your cough or sneeze with a
tissue, then throw the tissue in the
trash.

 Clean and disinfect frequently
touched objects and surfaces using a
regular household cleaning spray or
wipe.

» Wash your hands often with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds,
especially after going to the
bathroom; before eating; and after
blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing. If soap and water are not
available, use an alcohol based hand
rub with at least 70% alcohol.

 Avoid any gatherings with more than
10 people.

High Speed Internet
Access Survey

The HCSD is asking all parents to go
to the district website at www.hinds.
k12.ms.us and take the High-Speed
Internet Survey. The information

from the survey will allow the district
to determine your home internet
capability for various devices (desktop
computers, laptop computers, and
tablets).

HCSD to Provide
Weekly To-Go Breakfast
and Lunch for Students

The Hinds County School District
(HCSD) is now serving to-go meals
for students weekly. Students will be
given a to-go lunch for the day and a
breakfast for the following morning.
Meals will be provided for children age
18 and under, Monday through Friday
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the
following school sites:

« BEEMS at 9700 1-20, Bolton, MS
39041

« GRE at 7255 Gary Road, Byram, MS
39272

« RES at 417 Palestine Road,
Raymond, MS 39154

« THS at 235 West Beasley Road,
Terry, MS 39170

« UEMS at 260 Highway 18 and 27,
Utica, MS 39175

The student must be present in order
to receive the meal.

Update Your Contact
Information Survey
Request

The HCSD is asking parents who have
relocated and/or changed their contact
information to go to the district website
at www.hinds.k12.ms.us and take

the Update Your Contact Information
Survey. This will allow the district to
better communicate with its parents
and mail students their “Blended Study
at Home Course Work™ during our
school closure.




