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Key witness in Amber Guyger’s
murder trial shot to death

Joshua Brown feared his testimony could lead to his murder,
Elected officials demand police find his Killer or killers

Brown offering eyewitness account during Guyer’s trial.

By Frederick H. Lowe
TriceEdneyWire.com

Botham Jean’s neighbor who
testified courageously and tear-
fully as a prosecution witness in
the murder trial of former Dallas
cop Amber Guyger, was found
shot dead Friday night in Dallas.

Joshua Brown, who lived
across the hall from Jean, died
of multiple gunshot wounds, Lee
Merritt, an attorney for the Jean
family, wrote in a statement post-
ed on Facebook. Brown feared
that someone would murder him
because of his testimony that led
a 12-person jury to find Guyger
guilty of the September 6, 2018
murder of Jean inside his fourth-
floor apartment in the South Side

Guyger

Flats apartments.

Brown, 28, testified that he
was down the hall from the apart-
ment when he heard the voices

Jean

of two people who sounded like
they were meeting by “surprise”
The gunshots followed “right af-
ter,” he said.

Looking through his apartment
door’s peep hole, he could see
Guyger walking, back and forth,
while talking on the phone. Mo-
ments earlier, Guyger was on her
phone telling an unnamed person
she went to the wrong apartment.

Guyger claimed she walked
in Jean’s apartment by mistake,
thinking it was hers. She saw
Jean and immediately assumed
he was a burglar.

Guyger fired two shots at the
unarmed Jean, hitting him in
the chest and heart. She said she
fired because he failed to obey
her commands. Jean died from
a wound to his heart at Baylor

Brown
Continued on page 3

What Matters
2020 — Issues that
impact minority
communities

BLM co-founder Patrisse Cullors (standing) announcing new
“What Matters 2020 initiative while in Houston for the Demo-
cratic Party debate.

By Jeffrey L. Boney
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Every vote counts and elec-
tions have consequences!

The 2020 presidential elec-
tions will definitely have conse-
quences and it will be important
that every vote is counted and
accounted for.

Everyone and everything
in this country is impacted by
someone in a position of po-
litical leadership who shapes
public policy and who makes
decisions regarding the very
legislation that we must all ad-
here to, in one way or another.
This includes city council-
members, mayors, governors,
judges, county, state and federal
representatives and even our
President.

Knowing how important it is
to vote is one thing but getting
engaged in the process is an en-
tirely different thing altogether.

One group that has made a ma-
jor impact in this country and
that has done a great job of en-
gaging and energizing people
of color relative to getting in-
volved in social issues and poli-
tics has been the Black Lives
Matter (BLM) Global Network.

Founded in 2013 by Patrisse
Cullors, Alicia Garza and Opal
Tometi in response to the ac-
quittal of Trayvon Martin’s
murderer, George Zimmer-
man, what started as a hashtag,
has now grown into a global
chapter-based, member-led or-
ganization in the United States,
United Kingdom and Canada.
The organization’s mission has
been to mobilize determined
activists who are committed to
fighting anti-black racism and
discriminatory reforms world-
wide.

Minority Communities
Continued on page 3

Willie Simmons receives high praise and
endorsements for Transportation Commissioner

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

A press conference was held October 7 on the
steps of the Hinds County Courthouse on behalf
of Senator Willie Simmons, candidate for Trans-
portation Commissioner of the Central District of

Mississippi.

Simmons was surrounded by individuals who
declared their support of his candidacy. Mary
Coleman, former U.S. District 65 House of Repre-

sentative, served as moderator.

Speaking on Simmons’ behalf were Senator
John Horhn, former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
Mike Espy and State Representative of Holmes

County Bryant Clark.

Hohrn said, “The sleeping giant is awake now;
you can tell the others you cannot keep ignoring us
because we are going to elect someone who hears
our voices and addresses our needs. We are go-

Continued on page 3
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Minority Communities

Continued from page 1

In an exclusive interview, Cullors tells the
NNPA Newswire that BLM was invited to attend
the third installment of the Democratic Presiden-
tial Debate, which was hosted in Houston, Tex-
as, at Texas Southern University (TSU), which
is an HBCU located in the heart of Houston’s
historic Third Ward — a place known for its rich
black history and culture. The debate marked the
first presidential campaign debate at an HBCU
since 2007.

While in Houston for the debate, Cullors an-
nounced that BLM was rolling out a new nation-
wide initiative to help increase voter registration
and turnout. Cullors, along with co-founder of
the Los Angeles chapter of BLM Melina Abdul-
lah and Managing Director Kailee Scales, in-
troduced the new nationwide initiative entitled
— ‘What Matters 2020 — Issues That Impact
Minority Communities,” with a dedicated focus
on getting the vote out for the 2020 presidential
election.

Cullors states that BLM’s goal is to hit all ma-
jor cities where black folks live and engage Gen-
eration Z to increase voter registration, turnout
and overall engagement.

“Black voters have traditionally been the
Democratic Party’s most loyal constituency and
younger voters represent the future of the party,”
said Cullors. “We thought it was important that
we use this platform to ensure that our constitu-
ency has the resources to be informed when
tuned into the debate and that the candidates
know just how impactful our vote will be to this
election.”

Working in conjunction with a cross-section of
partners from all sectors, BLM leaders are seek-
ing to directly impact the 2020 election cycle by
ensuring candidates are held accountable for the
issues that systematically and disproportionately
impact minority communities across the nation.

““What Matters 2020 — Issues that Impact Mi-
nority Communities’ will increase voter registra-
tion and turnout by deploying technology ap-
plications, establishing candidate accountability
and employing grassroots strategies to access,
inform and empower minority communities dur-
ing the 2020 election cycle,” Cullors tells the
NNPA Newswire.

Issues this initiative will mobilize around in-
clude:

Racial Injustice

Police Brutality

Criminal Justice Reform

Black Immigration Environmental Conditions

Voting Rights & Suppression

Economic Injustice

Healthcare

Education

Commonsense Gun Laws

LGBTQAI

Human Rights

In addition to introducing this initiative, BLM
plans to directly interact with candidates and stu-
dents, and will be launching technology applica-
tions aimed at increasing voter registration and
turnout in 2020.

“We will engage and empower all black folks,
our allies, and under-served communities to use
their collective voices and votes to achieve the
outcomes we want, need and deserve in 2020,”
Cullors tells the NNPA Newswire. “We will edu-
cate BLM constituents about candidates and the
issues that impact black voters most, and pro-
mote voter registration and voter turnout among
the black community, our allies, and Generation
Z. This initiative will inspire and motivate peo-
ple to ask themselves and their candidates are
you really addressing ‘What Matters in 2020?°”

In measuring the success of the initiative, Cul-
lors states that they will be monitoring the re-
sults based off the outcomes that come prior to
the 2020 election.

“We will know that we are successful when
each candidate has an acceptable and tangible
comprehensive plan that specifically addresses
racial injustice, criminal justice reform, police
brutality and reparations, among other issues that
impact the black community,” Cullors states.

Since the organization’s inception in 2013,
BLM has been on the frontline of many issues
impacting minority communities including po-
lice brutality, criminal justice reform, education,
Black immigration, public policy and more.

For these efforts, they have been widely rec-
ognized, received and in many instances, criti-
cized. They continue with the work, however,
and hope this effort will galvanize marginalized
and minority communities all across this coun-
try. Perhaps more importantly, BLM has remind-
ed the black community of its own power and
collective strength.

To find out more about this effort and initia-
tive, people can visit blacklivesmatter.com/
what-matters-2020, to learn about key issues
and candidates, register to vote, pledge to vote
and join the ongoing conversation by engaging
them on social media platforms using #What-
Matters2020.

Jeffrey Boney is a political analyst and fre-
quent contributor for the NNPA Newswire and
BlackPressUSA.com and the associate editor for
the Houston Forward Times newspaper. Jeffrey
is an award-winning journalist, dynamic, inter-
national speaker, experienced entrepreneur and
business development strategist. Follow Jeffrey
on Twitter @realtalkjunkies.

Simmons

Continued from page 1

ing to elect someone who will build better
roads and better bridges in our communi-
ties. We are going to elect Willie Simmons
as the next highway commissioner for the
Central District of the great state of Mis-
sissippi.”

Espy said Simmons is an able man of
integrity and professionalism, whom he
has known for thirty-five years. He said
he knows his wife and children and he will
use every fiber of his being to help get him
elected to include knocking on doors, mak-
ing robocalls and standing at podiums to
speak on his behalf, even when he has a
hoarse and raspy voice.

Espy spoke of the 27 years Simmons
has represented his district in the Missis-
sippi Senate and commended him for his
work. He said, “Most recently I traveled
throughout the district Senator Simmons
is campaigning in and saw all the potholes
and bridges in need of repair.” Espy said he
spoke with vendors who never were able
to get appointments with those in authority
for the possibility of receiving contracts.
“When Simmons gets to MDOT, he will
make sure everyone will have a chance to
be represented, said Espy.

Clark said, “For so long the transporta-
tion needs for our people have been ne-
glected and we now have a candidate in
this race that will represent all 22 counties
so that the poor and impoverished areas
will not be neglected.”

Brown

Also offering verbal endorsements were
Vicksburg Mayor George Flaggs, State
Representative Alyce Clark and public pol-
icy advocate Kelly Criss.

Simmons thanked them all for their com-
ments and wrapped up the press conference
by claiming victory as the next transporta-
tion commissioner of the Central District.
He thanked those attending the press con-
ference and going on record to support him.
Simmons spoke of the work he has done
for the past 27 years to include developing
relationships which ensures him of being
prepared for the task at hand. He spoke of
his experience while serving as chairman
of the Senate Transportation Commit-
tee and chairman of the sub-committee to
put together a $1.3-billion transportation
budget which was passed on to three com-
missioners. He said his experience has
prepared him to become the one who will
allocate that budget and he will make sure
all 22 counties are treated fairly.

Simmons has represented Senate District
13 for 27 years where he advocated for af-
fordable quality healthcare, quality educa-
tion, equal rights and better job opportu-
nities for all Mississippians. He thanked
God, his family, his supporters and those
who went to the polls and voted for him
and encouraged all citizens of the Central
District to vote for him in the upcoming
election.

Continued from page 1

Medical Center. At the time of the shooting,
Jean, an accountant, was sitting on his couch,
watching television and eating ice cream.

Brown was visibly shaken by the shooting
and cried during his testimony.

A jury sentenced Guyger to 10 years in pris-
on, meaning she will be eligible for parole in
five.

Dallas police responded to Brown’s shoot-
ing at the Atera Apartments around 10:30 p.m.
Friday. The complex is 3.5 miles from the
South Side Flats.

Witnesses said a silver four-door sedan was
seen speeding away from the murder. Police
don’t have a motive or suspects. An ambulance
rushed Brown to Parkland Memorial Hospital
where he died. Brown was not carrying any
identification. Police could not immediately

identify him. They later made a positive ID
and notified a close relative.

The Dallas Police Department has not post-
ed a statement about Brown’s murder and nei-
ther has the Dallas District Attorney.

In a statement to the Dallas Times Herald,
Dallas Police Chief U. Renee Hall said the
department will conduct a thorough investiga-
tion.

The execution occurred a few days after
Hall announced she would launch an internal
department investigation to learn the names of
cops protecting Guyger who has made racist
remarks about blacks.

Democratic Congresswoman Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez, Congressman Al Green and
two 2020 presidential candidates demanded
authorities find Brown’s murderer.
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Meet Victor D, Sutton, Ph.D., “head coach”
at the Jackson Heart Study Community Engagement
Center, where evidence-based programs and

promoting health policies are a team effort.

By mobilizing forces to reach people on
every front, the CEC can help prevent
and control chronic diseases and
score winning outcomes in the

African-American community.

changingthefuture.today _a—

601.206.1720

This project has been funded in whole or in part with Federal funds from the National Heart, Lung, and Biocd Institute,
National Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Services, under Contract No, HHSN268201800015.
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HCCHS Jaguar All-Stars announced

Mississippi Link Newswire

Congratulations to Montra
Edwards for making history
as the first football player in
Holmes County Central High
School history chosen for the
Mississippi-Alabama All-Star
Football Game. Montra Ed-
wards was also named to the
Clarion Ledger’s 2019 Dandy
Dozen.

Congratulations as well to
John Mitchell, Jedrus Watts
and Justin Smith who were
chosen as Bernard Blackwell
North-South All-Stars. Smith
was honored in September as
the Wendy’s Player of the Week

Montra Edwards, John Mitchell, Jedrus Watts, Justin Smith

and featured on the Friday was chosen as the offensive co-

Night Under the Lights show.
Head coach Marcus Rogers

Game.

The
ordinator for the North-South Game is December 14 at the

University of Southern Mis-

1\

4“,"..

HCCHS head coach Marcus Rogers

Mississippi-Alabama

sissippi

in Hattiesburg and
the Bernard Blackwell North-
South All-Stars Game is De-

Bernard Blackwell North-South All-Stars coaching staff

cember 21 at Gulfport High
School, 100 Perry St. Gulfport,
MS.

All 3000 students attend
Academic Learning Day
at the State Fair

Mississippi Link Newswire

Holmes County Consolidat-
ed School District (HCCSD)
will make history again by tak-
ing all of its students and near-
ly 500 chaperones to the 160th
Mississippi State Fair Friday,
October 11. All students and
staff will enjoy learning while
having fun during a special
four-hour window from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. for students of HCC-
SD.

Superintendent of Schools
James L. Henderson said,
“The purpose of this Academic
Learning Day is to expand stu-
dents’ learning, thus enriching
a well-rounded curriculum.
Many of our students have not
been introduced to sensory ac-
tivities which strengthen ob-
servation skills and increase
their knowledge in various
subject areas. Moreover, this
experience will expand their
awareness of their own com-
munities.”

Prior to the field trip, Holmes

County students have studied
concepts as varied as the phys-
ics involved in roller coaster
design, animal science, sta-
tistics and problem-solving.
While at the fair, they will have
the opportunity to see their les-
sons in real-world applications.
Following the trip, students
will write about the experience
while mastering one of the state
writing standards.

State fairs were originally
held to promote state agricul-
ture and livestock. In the 20th
century they expanded to in-
clude carnival rides, games
and live music entertainment.
This year’s fair will include an
8,000 square foot ice rink with
rental skates available. Over
1,000 Mississippi students
will show their livestock and
a Children’s Barnyard and Pet-
ting Zoo will have more ani-
mals to view and interact with
in close proximity.

The Trade Mart, at one end
of the .6 mile midway, will

have demonstrations from lo-
cal vendors including beekeep-
ers, arts and crafts, activities
for children, food preservation
and items for sale.

Purple t-shirts will be worn
by all students and staff to
make HCCSD’s presence vis-
ible. Sixty school buses will
transport the students and staff
and school picnic lunches will
be served. The statewide field
trip includes free admission
for teachers and discounted
unlimited rides for students.
School bus parking is free and
field trip chaperones are af-
forded a discounted unlimited
ride wristband, as well. A mo-
bile app and multiple social
media sites make it easy to get
information about all aspects
of the fair.

For more information and/
or media coverage, email Deb-
orah Antoine, Media & Pub-
lic Relations, at dantoine@
holmescesd.org or call 662
854-3447.

HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Students will complete interdisciplinary curriculum
lessons that connect classroom learning to real world
experiences prior to the trip. After the field trip, all
students will describe the experience by responding to a
writing prompt to address the tested writing standard.

JAMES L HENDERSON, ED.D SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

ACADEMIC LEARNING DAY
AT THE STATE FAIR FRIDAY, OCTOBER fi
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Pre-K
KDG-1st grade
2nd grade
3rd - 12th

Adult-Student Supervision Ratios

1 adult to 5 students
! adult to 6 students
1 adult to 8 students
I adulf fo 10 students

Parents are welcome to attend the Fair for $5.
Parents may drive their vehicle ($5 parking).
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JPS partnership with Stewpot provides
resources to homeless community

Superintendent Errick L. Greene shares his personal experience with family displacement

Mississippi Link Newswire

According to data released
by the Department of Justice,
more than 1.7 million teenag-
ers experience homelessness
within the United States each
year. Between 2008 and 2014,
homelessness in America’s
public schools increased by
90%, jumping from 680,000 to
more than 1.3 million students.

The McKinney-Vento Pro-
gram is an academic pro-
gram for students enrolled in
Jackson Public Schools who
have been identified as home-
less; typically those who lack
a fixed, regular and adequate
nighttime residence. Its pur-
pose is to provide homeless

children with the academic
opportunities to achieve the
same standards expected of all
students, regardless of where
they attend school. Over 1,800,
or 13%, of JPS students were
reported to be homeless during
the 2018-2019 school year.

The McKinney-Vento Pro-
gram, previously served by a
part-time worker, is now led
by a full-time administrator,
Dr. Faith Strong. It has been
moved from the Enochs facil-
ity and is now located at the
Enrollment Services and Re-
cords building, formally Poin-
dexter Elementary School. The
relocation is designed to make
it more efficient for displaced

families and students to regis-
ter and receive supplies, read-
ing books, uniforms and per-
sonal hygiene kits.

Through a partnership with
Stewpot, a nonprofit organiza-
tion offering services to Jack-
son’s homeless population, JPS
has been able to assist with the
needs of families experiencing
hardships.

Each school year, Stewpot
provides an afterschool enrich-
ment program for JPS schol-
ars that offers assistance with
homework, tutoring and recre-
ational activities.

The equity toward the edu-
cation of homeless children is
close to the heart of Greene.

He shared a personal experi-
ence recently at a luncheon for
Stewpot.

“While in high school, my
family was displaced from our
home,” said Greene. “I know
all too well how difficult it can
be for a scholar to not have a
stable home and the effect it
has on his or her ability to
learn. We stand with all of our
partners around the city and
state who have pledged to pro-
vide the necessary resources
to support our Jackson com-
munity.”

Stewpot also offers summer
camps, computer and science
lessons, summer reading and
art classes.

Greene

19 JPS teachers awarded
scholarships to pursue

National Board Certification

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi  Professional Edu-
cators and the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education have partnered,
with funding from the W.K. Kel-
logg Foundation, to support 250
Mississippi practitioners in pursu-
ing National Board Certification.
This project focuses on National
Board candidates in the follow-
ing four districts: Jackson Pub-
lic Schools, Moss Point, Ocean
Springs, and Sunflower County.

Nineteen practitioners from
Jackson Public Schools received
scholarships and support in Year
1 of this project. They are:

Carl Boschert

Michell Brown

Kierra Garner

Precious Haynes

Londra Hunter

Dawn Husbands

LaTisha Jackson

Kanitra King

Kimberly Lovato

Louise McCoy

Shanita McDonald

Renna Moore

Elizabeth Nichols

Marilyn Sawyer

Keilandra Scruggs

Gabriel Stapleton

Tranita Taylor

Allison Warnsley

Shimacha Williams

Renna Moore, an art teacher at Forest Hill High School, is one of 19
JPS teachers awarded a scholarship to complete National Board

certification.

Awardees each receive a $475
scholarship towards their initial
component of certification, as
well as reimbursement of the $75
registration fee to the National
Board for Professional Teaching
Standards and up to $100 for men-
toring support at a World Class

Teaching Program.

This scholarship will provide
seed money for recipients to be-
gin their National Board journey.
Scholarship recipients will use
the state’s reimbursement of their
initial component to pay for sub-
sequent components.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Public Schools has
recently completed the con-
struction of a new parking lot at
Green Elementary School and
parking lot improvements at
Jim Hill High School as part of
the 2018 JPS Bond Construction
Program.

The parking lot work complet-
ed at Green Elementary involved
converting an unused basketball
court to a 27-space parking lot.

The work at Jim Hill involved
repairing potholes in areas with
significant damage. Phase II of
parking lot improvements at Jim
Hill will be completed Summer
2020.

Both projects were completed
by R & L Unlimited, Inc. in Au-
gust 2019.

Bond work completed
at Green Elementary
and Jim Hill High

Bond Oversight Meetings

Mississippi Link Newswire

Subscribe TODAY

2659 Livingston Road * Jackson MS, 39213
601-896-0084 « www.mississippilink.com

The next Bond Oversight
meeting will be held at 4
p.m. Tuesday, October 22,
in the School Board meeting
room located at 621 S. State
Street.

Bond Oversight meetings

are open to the public.

Bond Oversight Com-
mittee

Committee members were
appointed by the JPS Board
to track and report Bond
progress.

Akilah Irvin, Ward 1

H. Ann C. Jones, Ward 2

Sandra McCall, Ward 3

Erica Fell, Ward 4

Kass Welchlin, Ward 5

Ercilla Dometz-Hendrix,
Ward 6

Mitch McGuffey, Ward 7

The Mississippi Link ™

The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly by
The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offices located at 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213, Maing address is P.0. Box

11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail us at. editor@
[ ] H [ ] 0 mississippilink.com; Please visit our webste at. www.mis-
VOI ume 2 5 N um b er 51 sissippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-0084, Fax 896-0091, out
e ISSISSI I In October 10 - 16, 2019 of state 1-800-748-9747. Periodical Postage Rate Paid at
) ] Jackson, MS.
© copyright 2019. Al rights reserved.
N Deadiine: The deadline for submiting items to be considered
gl for publication is Tuesday at 10 a.m.
Add Publisher. Jackie Hampton
ress Editor. Othor Cain Subscriptions are $32 per year, §64 for two years or $96 for
City, State, Zip Copy Editor Minnie Garrett tree years
Graphics Marcus Johnson
o Postmaster.
Phone Photographers Kevin Robinson & Jay Johnson  genq al ageress changes to The MississppiLink,
) — - - Contributing WHHETS....mwemsessne Janice K. Neal-Vincent P.0. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307.
e-Mail S 4 Ayesha K. Mustafza
: Advertising: For all advertising information,
CHECK lease call (601) 896-0084.
CHECK 11 year O 2 year please cal (601)
Member: The Mississippi Link accepts no responsibility for unsolicited
$32 $6 4 ' materials and in general does not retum them to sender,
MISSISSIPPI Manuscripts and photographs submitied for publication are
1 year 2 year / welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no responsibility can
subscription subscription iﬁ' be taken for sources considered to be authoritative, because
/ ~NNPA the publication cannot guarantee their accuracy. Reproduc-
e F . e fion Or USe, without permission, of editorial or graphic content,
Thank you for your order. Order a subscription ?o??frle_ndv!, HHOCTON  SRHEE spoibied p gp




EDUCATION

www.mississippilink.com

OCTOBER 10 - 16, 2019

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK « 7

CHS student earns U.S. citizenship

Clinton High School senior Tiffany Thu Nguyen recently earned U.S. Citizenship.
A naturalization ceremony was held Sept. 17 in Jackson.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Tiffany Thu Nguyen thought
the U.S. Citizenship test would
be difficult, so she was well
prepared.

“It’s hard if English is your
second language,” she said.
“It wasn’t easy but I learned
it. And I tried really hard and
learned about the culture and
how to be a good citizen.”

Tiffany, a native of Vietnam,
realized her dream and became

a United States citizen Sept. 17.
“Mrs. Roberts helped me
learn English,” she said, of
Clinton High School ESL
teacher Julie Roberts. “School
provided us a lot of opportu-
nities to learn grammar and
things like U.S. History.”

In the Clinton Public School
District there are approxi-
mately 250 students learning
English, and 26 different home
languages are spoken. CPSD

offers ESL services at all grade
levels.

In the spring of 2019, 31 stu-
dents scored proficient on the
LAS Links state test, earning
proficiency in the English lan-
guage.

“Clinton is a very diverse
community,” said Tim Mar-
tin, superintendent of schools.
“Our schools do a great job
working with students from
other countries, both with

CHS senior Tiffany Thu Nguyen (center) recently earned U.S. Citizenship. Pic-
tured with Tiffany are school counselor Katelon Adcock and Assistant Principal
Brock Ratcliff.

learning English and making
sure they’re included in the
school culture.”

Tiffany is a senior this year
at CHS. When she returned to
school after the naturalization
ceremony, her classmates sur-
prised her with a party to cel-
ebrate.

“I didn’t know they would do
that,” she said. “It was really
fun and emotional.”

Roberts praised Tiffany’s

CHS senior Tiffany Thu Nguyen (right) credits
her English language teacher Julie Roberts for

helping her become proficient in English.

hard work and determination.

“She did a lot of the Eng-
lish on her own,” Roberts said.
“She worked so hard to achieve
this.”

“l was absolutely thrilled
when Tiffany told me that she
had taken her citizenship test
and passed,” said CHS teacher
Nancy Dent. “I think I did the
squealing and hugging that
day. I have tried to let her know
she is important to me and how

very proud I am that she has
taken this step to become an
American.”

Dent said Tiffany is “a joy to
teach.”

“She is a great student who
despite some language barriers
has managed to thrive and ex-
cel,” she said. “I love that I have
the opportunity to get to know
her and her culture. It’s one of
the many delights of teaching
international students.”

AIM program at CHS helps ELL students

| —

Clinton High School baseball coach Trave Hopkins recently visited Julie Roberts’ English Language class to teach students about baseball. They taught him how to say “what’s up” in each of their home languages.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Imagine being a child whose
family has moved to a new
country.

You don’t speak the lan-
guage. You aren’t familiar with
the culture. Everything is new
and different.

At Clinton High School, there

is a group of students who vol-
unteer to mentor and assist Eng-
lish Language Learners with
the transition to a new environ-
ment. The Arrow Intercultural
Mentors — or AIM — program
provides a student-based sup-
port system for students whose
native language is not English.

“AIM students assist English
Language students with every-
day tasks like navigating the
building, following daily proce-
dures, getting a lunch and get-
ting on the correct bus home,”
said CHS Principal Brett Rob-
inson.

AIM volunteers even help

with English language-based
instruction.

“Many of our AIM students
are former ELL students who
have exited the program by
scoring proficient in reading,
writing and speaking,” he said.
“These students in particular
are paired with students who

speak the same native language
and they serve as translators
when necessary.”

The AIM program at CHS is
led by Spanish and ELL teacher
Julie Roberts and counselor Ka-
telon Adcock.

“These kids are awesome,”
Roberts said. “I couldn’t make

it without them.”

She has three AIM volunteers
working with her first block
class and two more working
with her second block class.

“There are another six stu-
dents who are part of AIM who
help as their schedules allow,”
she said.

Hinds CC names Dumas 2019 homecoming queen

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Raymond Campus sophomore Aari-
onna Dumas, of Columbus, was crowned
Hinds Community College Homecoming
queen at the annual festivities on Oct. 3.

Dumas is a graduate of Columbus
High School. A nursing major, she serves
as vice president of .LD.E.A.L. Woman,
is a member of the Hinds Cheerleaders
and served as an orientation leader.

She was escorted by DeShawn Hack-
ett, of Raymond. Hinds Community Col-
lege President Clyde Muse crowned her.

The Homecoming Court included
sophomore maids Ashley Deer of Jack-
son, representing the Jackson Campus-
Academic/Technical Center, Raven
Hayes of Byram, representing the Ray-
mond Campus; Kanajah Brown, of Can-
ton, representing the Rankin Campus,

Tatyanna Griffin, of Forest, represent-
ing the Jackson Campus-Nursing/Allied
Health Center, Antwinette McCloud of
Pearl, representing the Raymond Cam-
pus, Arionna Hill of Vicksburg, repre-
senting the Vicksburg-Warren Campus.

The freshman maids were Kenitra
Promise of Vicksburg, representing the
Vicksburg-Warren Campus; Tiara John-
son of Utica, Brianna Shaw, of Grenada,
and Nyla Ross-Griffin, of Chicago, all
representing the Raymond Campus; An-
geliya McDonald of Byram, representing
the Rankin Campus; Ge’Khilyah Ray
of Yazoo City, representing the Jackson
Campus-Nursing/Allied Health Center;
Camille Berry of Canton, representing
the Jackson Campus-Academic/Techni-
cal Center.

escort, DeShawn Hackett, left, react as her name is called as queen dur-

ing halftime of Hinds’ Oct. 3 game against Coahoma Community College.
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE/TAMMI BOWLES
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JSU Homecoming parade
relocates downtown; rap concert
another premium highlight

By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com

Jackson State University’s Homecom-
ing parade will weave through down-
town this year, starting at 8§ a.m. Sat-
urday, with NFL Hall of Famer Robert
Brazile as the grand marshal.

Brazile, who was
nicknamed “Dr. Doom,”
played with the Houston
Oilers. He was inducted
into the JSU Sports Hall
of Fame in 2003.

This year’s parade
Brazile route will begin at Court
and State Streets and proceed north on
State Street to East Pearl Street (left).
Then, it will move to S. West Street (left)
and return to Court and State streets.
(See map of downtown parade route)

Other homecoming festivities

6 p.m. Wednesday: Homecoming
Step Show in the Lee. E. Williams Ath-
letics and Convention Center (Doors
open at 5 p.m.; Tickets available at JSU
Campus Store)

7 p.m. Thursday: Rap artists Lil
Baby and LightSkinKeisha will be the
featured concert entertainment in the
Lee E. Williams Athletics and Assembly
Center. (Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets

finds County Courthouse
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available for students in the JSU Busi-
ness Office, and JSU Campus Store for
others).

11 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday: Yard Fest con-
nects JSU, alumni and community for a
celebration involving The Sonic Boom,
cheerleaders, JSU Dance Ensemble,

DJ, food trucks and more on the Gibbs-
Green Plaza.

2 p.m. Saturday: JSU Tigers go
head-to-head against Alabama State
University during its homecoming foot-
ball game at the Mississippi Veterans
memorial Stadium.
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MWOC receives
$450,000 Andrew
W. Mellon Grant

Luckett

Jackson State University

Jackson State University’s Margaret Walker Center has
received a generous $450,000 grant from The Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation to expand its capacity and that of the
COFO Civil Rights Education Center. The grant will al-
low the Margaret Walker Center to hire an oral historian
who will oversee a division with more than 2,000 inter-
views, digitize the center’s research collection and pur-
chase new equipment for conducting oral histories. The
grant will be funded over three years.

“The Margaret Walker Center is deeply indebted to
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and I am grateful
for Mellon’s confidence in the work that we are doing at
the center,” said Robert Luckett, director of the Margret
Walker Center.

The oral historian will also be responsible for develop-
ing new collections, including one related to the Gibbs-
Green 50th commemoration planned for early 2020,
which will celebrate the lives of Phillip Gibbs, 21, and
James Green,17.

Gibbs, a junior at JSU, and Green, a senior at the neigh-
boring Jim Hill High School, were killed on the campus
of the HBCU when city and state police confronted a
group of unarmed students May 15, 1970.

Luckett also revealed plans to have visiting scholars
and experts based in the Margaret Walker Center and the
HBCU’s COFO Center, researching various topics related
to the civil rights movement, black studies movement and
black arts movement. Proceeds will also fund a graduate
assistant for COFO and the Margaret Walker Center.

“This grant is going to enable us to exponentially ex-
pand the impact we have on our community and our ca-
pacity to fulfill our mission as a museum and archive ded-
icated to the African-American experience,” said Luckett,
who is also an associate professor in the Department of
History.

He further shared that the grant will continue to forge
the university’s partnership with the Association of Afri-
can-American Museums after the center hosted the 41st
annual conference this past summer.

“AAAM will provide professional development and
support at all levels of this grant,” he said.

JSU names lkem as new
dean for College of Business

By LaToya Hentz-Moore
jsumsnews.com

The Division of Academic Af-
fairs has announced Fidelis Ikem
as the new dean of the College of
Business at JSU. Prior to joining
Jackson State, Tkem was dean
and full professor in the College
of Business at Central State Uni-
versity.

“I am delighted to be here at
Jackson State University,” says
Ikem. “I hope that my experience
enhances what has already been
built in this college. I think, with
the help of the fantastic faculty
and staff here, we can take this
college to a new level.”

Furthermore, he said, “Ev-
erything we do revolves around
our students and preparing them
for a career in business. Student
performance is what makes us a
great institution. If our students
don’t perform well in the work-
place, we look terrible, but when
they do well in the workforce,
Jackson State has no other choice
but to shine.”

Ikem is seeking to improve the
College of Business by engaging
faculty and students with the lo-
cal business community, building
more partnerships with corpora-

Ikem PHOTO BY CHARLES SMITH/JSU

tions and organizations, increas-
ing internship and employment
opportunities and creating new
degree programs.

Ikem explains, “We want in-
dustries to take a serious look at
our students for internship op-
portunities. “I’ve had incredible

experiences in my past positions
that resulted from internships so
I thoroughly encourage students
to actively go after them.”

Ikem has worked in academia
at Albany State University, Win-
ston-Salem State University,
Kutztown University of Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia State University
and Norfolk State University.

He has also been involved in
more than five million dollars in
funded grants and he has pub-
lished numerous peer-reviewed
articles and proceedings in a va-
riety of academic journals. Addi-
tionally, Ikem’s research has ap-
peared in Operations Research,
Socio-Economic Planning Sci-
ences, International Journal of
Management and Decision Mak-
ing, Journal of Information Sys-
tem, etc.

He holds a bachelor’s degree
in mathematics from Metropoli-
tan State University, and a mas-
ter’s degree in mathematical sci-
ences from Clemson University.

Ikem also earned a master’s
and Ph.D. in operations research
from the Weatherhead School of
Management at Case Western
Reserve University in Cleveland,
Ohio.
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DRA announces $1.6 million investment

Into Mississippi communities

DRA’s investment will strengthen public infrastructure, industrial expansions
to support economic development in communities across Mississippi

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Recently, the Delta Regional Au-
thority (DRA) made a $1,630,201
investment to support public infra-
structure and business development
to grow the region’s economy and cre-
ate jobs, DRA Federal Co-Chairman
Chris Caldwell and Mississippi Gov-
ernor Phil Bryant announced.

Eight new investments will provide
funding for projects supporting water
and sewer systems, access road im-
provements and workforce readiness
in communities across Mississippi
through DRA and other public and
private resources.

“DRA’s mission is to support eco-
nomic development by making invest-
ments into the physical infrastructure
and human capital of the Delta region,”
said Caldwell. “Not only will these in-
vestments improve water and sewer
services for Mississippi residents, they
will also provide more economic op-
portunities for workers and job seek-
ers and improve quality of life.”

Funding for these projects is pro-
vided by the States’ Economic Devel-
opment Assistance Program, DRA’s
flagship grant program that makes
strategic investments into projects
supporting basic public infrastructure,
transportation improvements, work-
force training and education and busi-
ness development with an emphasis on
entrepreneurship.

DRA coordinates directly with the
Office of the Governor for the State
of Mississippi and nine local develop-
ment districts in the state for program
funding implementation.

Mississippi: 2019 Investment Snapshot

State & of Projects

M B

DRA Investment

£1,630.201

Total Investment

54,680,031 132

Jobs Created/Retained

Individuals Families
Trained Affected
350 16

“Through DRA and other public and
private resources, these investments
will provide much needed funding
for various projects in communities
across Mississippi,” said Bryant. This
funding will go a long way to making
sure that Mississippi remains competi-
tive in a changing economic landscape
and will give a foothold to job seek-
ers in these regions. This is great news
for the people and communities in our
state.”

Mississippi’s congressional delega-
tion issued the following statements:

“Regular investments in public in-
frastructure are required to support
Mississippi’s growing economy,” said
Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS). “The
Delta Regional Authority is an Impor-
tant partner for Mississippi communi-
ties as we work to improve quality of
live for our residents.”

“I appreciate that a wide range of
communities will be able to use these
Delta Regional Authority SEDAP
grants for infrastructure improvement
and workforce development projects
that can help them to strengthen local
economies and support job growth,”
said U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith
(R-Miss.).

“I am appreciative of Delta Regional

Authority’s commitment to invest in
our communities,” said Congressman
Bennie Thompson (D - 2nd District).
“Investments like these are important
and a necessity to the Delta Region and
rural communities in Mississippi.”

“I applaud DRA’s dedication to im-
proving Mississippi’s communities,
said Congressman Michael Guest (R
— 3rd District). “The DRA helps our
state promote prosperity and a higher
quality of life for Mississippians. By
improving our infrastructure and
workforce readiness, these grants will
help many Mississippians develop-
ment the capacity to provide for their
families and communities.”

Mississippi Investment Projects

Sunflower County Access Road
Improvements | Indianola, MS: Sun-
flower County will use DRA funds to
make improvements to an access road
to support the facility expansion of
Delta Protein International, a manu-
facturing company specializing in the
production and marketing of high-
quality collagen hydrolysates. This in-
vestment is projected to create 10 new
jobs and retain 20. DRA Investment:
$332,945

Hollandale Access Road Enhance-
ment | Hollandale, MS: The City of

Hollandale will use DRA funds to
repair and improve the access road
to the Bayer Crop Science facility to
allow for increased production and to
reduce traffic for local residents. This
investment is projected to create six
new jobs and retain 46. DRA Invest-
ment: $306,512

Quitman County Workforce De-
velopment Center | Marks, MS: Quit-
man County will use DRA funds to
rehabilitate a county-owned building
to support a collaboration between
Northwest Mississippi  Community
College, Coahoma Community Col-
lege and The Marks Project to provide
industry-driven workforce training
to local residents. This investment is
projected to train 50 individuals for
in-demand careers. DRA Investment:
$231,250

Moorhead Sewer System Extension
| Moorhead, MS: The City of Moor-
head will use DRA funds to extend
the municipal sewer system to service
an annexed area of the city and spur
more commercial development in the
region. This investment is projected to
impact three individuals who will ben-
efit from improved water and sewer
services. DRA Investment: $206,274

Brandon Industrial Site Develop-

ment | Brandon, MS: Rankin First
Economic Development Authority
will use DRA funds to rough grade
200,000 square feet of land at the East
Metro Center Park to incentive addi-
tional industrial development for the
region. DRA Investment: $206,000;
Total Project Investment: $339,000

Jackson Workforce Readiness Ini-
tiative | Jackson, MS: Jobs for Missis-
sippi Graduates will use DRA funds
to implement its career readiness and
dropout prevention program in high
schools across Hinds, Madison and
Yazoo Counties. This investment is
projected to train 300 individuals for
in-demand careers. DRA Investment:
$150,000; Total Project Investment:
$470,000

Taylorsville Sewer System Improve-
ments | Taylorsville, MS: The Town of
Taylorsville will use DRA funds to
make improvements to a dilapidated
sewer system which provides services
to an underserved area. This invest-
ment is projected to impact 15 families
who will benefit from improved water
and sewer services. DRA Investment:
$110,050; Total Project Investment:
$130,050

Panola County Industrial Facility
Improvements | Batesville, MS: Pano-
la County will use DRA funds to reha-
bilitate an existing industrial building
in Sardis, Mississippi by providing
enhanced ventilation to extend the life
of the facility for private sector occu-
pancy. This investment is projected to
create 50 new jobs. DRA Investment:
$87,170; Total Project Investment:
$2,673,000

MOORE & MOORE
Cleaning Service
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Craig Moore
Cwner/Operator

All Types of Cleaning Services
Chver 30 Years of Experience
Free Estimates

Licensed & Bonded

Moore & Moore Cleaning Services
Commercial & Residential Cleaning
We clean: Office Buildings, Schools, Daycares
Churches, Restaurants - whatever you need

Floor Stripping & Waxing, Carpet Cleaning,
Restrooms & All Other Janitorial Services
with Professional Results

601.519.0030 or 601.317.2735
Email: craig.moorez8@yahoo.com
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2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213

The person that sends us the most referrals will
receive a S2000K) referral fee.

MAID SERVICES AVAILABLE

FEMA Individual Assistance
Is available in eight
Mississippi counties

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Intended to meet basic needs
and help survivors get back on
their feet, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s
(FEMA’s)  Individual  and
Households Program (IHP) may
provide financial assistance and
direct services to eligible indi-
viduals and households.

Mississippi ~ residents  in
Clay, Humphreys, Issaquena,
Lowndes, Monroe, Sharkey,
Warren and Yazoo counties who
were impacted by the storms,
straight-line winds, tornadoes
and flooding, designated as DR-
4429-MS, may be eligible for
benefits under the program.

Who should apply for fed-
eral disaster assistance?

Mississippi homeowners and
renters in impacted counties
who sustained damage to their
homes, vehicles or personal
property as a result of the storms
and flooding.

Who Is Eligible to Receive
Individual Assistance?

To be eligible for [HP grants,
you must meet all the following
requirements:

You suffered disaster-related
losses in DR-4429-MS and were
a resident of one of the eight
designated counties at the time
of the storms and flooding.

You have no insurance, or you
are insured but your insurance is
not enough to cover your losses.

You or someone who lives
with you is a U.S. citizen, a non-
citizen national or a qualified
alien.

The affected home is your pri-
mary home. You can’t access it
or it requires repairs because of
disaster damage.

What assistance is avail-
able?

FEMA Individual Assistance
Programs may include grants
to help pay for temporary hous-
ing, emergency home repairs
for your primary residence, un-
insured and underinsured per-
sonal property losses as well
as medical, dental and funeral
expenses caused by the disaster,
along with other serious disas-
ter-related expenses.

In addition, the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA)
offers low-interest disaster loans
to homeowners and renters.
Businesses are not eligible for
Individual Assistance but may
apply for SBA low-interest di-
saster loans.

Will FEMA rebuild my
home the way it was?

No. Individual Assistance
provides financial assistance
and direct services to eligible
individuals and households who
have uninsured and underin-
sured necessary expenses and
serious needs. The program is
not a substitute for insurance
and cannot pay for all losses
caused by a disaster. It is intend-
ed to meet basic needs and help
you with your recovery. FEMA
assistance is not intended to
make you whole.

What if I have insurance?

Contact your insurance agent
to file a claim. Even if you have
insurance, apply to FEMA as
soon as you can. FEMA cannot
provide money to individuals or
households for losses already
covered by insurance. However,
if you have applied to FEMA for
assistance and:

Your insurance settlement is

delayed, FEMA may be able to
assist while you are working it
out with your insurance com-
pany.

Your insurance settlement is
insufficient, you may be eligible
for FEMA assistance to meet
your unmet needs.

You have exhausted the Addi-
tional Living Expenses or Loss
of Use provisions of your policy,
FEMA may be able to help pay
for temporary housing,.

How Do I apply?

To start an application, visit
DisasterAssistance.gov. If you
have questions or prefer to ap-
ply by phone, you may call the
FEMA at 800-621-3362 (TTY)
800-462-7585. The Helpline is
open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. ET, seven
days a week. Bilingual opera-
tors are available.

You can also register at a lo-
cal Disaster Recovery Center
(DRC). Use the DRC Locator to
find a center near you.

I have applied. What hap-
pens next?

Once registered, you may be
asked to make an appointment
with a FEMA housing inspec-
tor to assess the damage to your
home.

You can check on the status
of your application, add new
information to your applica-
tion (such as change of emalil,
home address, phone number, if
you have received an insurance
settlement and are reporting it
or you’ve discovered additional
damages).

You can get answers to your
questions by visiting www.dI-
sasterassistance.gov or by call-
ing the FEMA Helpline at 800
621-3362 (TTY 800 462-7585).
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This time last year, Sharif
El-Mekki, former principal

of Mastery Charter School’s
Shoemaker campus in West
Philadelphia, was welcoming
the school’s nearly 900 students
and staff back to school and
back to “nation building.” It
was a charge for students to do
more than just get an education,
but to lead and serve in their
communities. And for teachers
and school leaders to make sure
students have what they need to
do so.

This back to school season,
El-Mekki is answering his own
“nation building” call. In May,
he announced that after 11
years as Shoemaker’s principal
and 26 years of being inside
schools as a teacher or adminis-
trator, he was devoting his full
attention and time to launching
Center for Black Educator De-
velopment to help address the
urgent need to bring more black
educators into Philadelphia’s
classrooms and across the na-
tion. “If I’'m going to be serious
about trying to change the lives
of black educators and hence
the lives of black children, then
it just can’t be my night and
weekend job,” he said.

El-Mekki can already count
a few successes in this area. In
2014, he founded The Fellow-

PART 1

Profile in Education
Equity: Sharif El-Mekki

Leading with equity and justice

El-Mekki

ship: Black Male Educators for
Social Justice, an organization
dedicated to recruiting, retain-
ing, and developing Bback
male teachers. It started as a
small support group of fewer
than 20 black men. They met
over dinner to share stories,
help each other solve problems,
and to build a community. The
group has grown exponentially
over the years. It now hosts a
number of meetings through-
out the year for black educa-
tors (and those who supervise
or support them) to learn from
each other.

The hallmark event is the an-

nual convening, which last year
drew over 1,000 participants to
Philadelphia. The Fellowship’s
big goal is to triple the number
of black male educators in Phil-
adelphia by 2025.

But the new center will have
a heightened focus on profes-
sional development for black
teachers (providing ongoing
and direct mentoring support
and coaching), pedagogy cu-
rated from the traditions of
highly effective black teachers,
pipelines to the classroom and
policies that can support new
and aspiring black teachers.

It will also provide cultur-

ally responsive training for
educators. Considering that
the vast majority of educators
are white (e.g., 96% of Penn-
sylvania’s teachers), making
sure all educators are culturally
competent and responsive is an
essential piece, EI-Mekki said.
“I’m always thinking that as we
recruit/retain more black teach-
ers, a huge intervention needs
to be far more white teachers
learning how to be anti-racists.
That would impact black teach-
ers’ retention numbers and
likely change the experience
of black children in schools so
they would strongly consider
becoming teachers. ... I believe
nothing undermines the num-
ber of black teachers more than
the school-based experiences
of black students and teachers.”

El-Mekki is speaking from
first-hand experience. Under
his team’s leadership, Shoe-
maker transformed from one
of the most violent schools in
the Philadelphia school district
to a place where black students
say they feel supported, moti-
vated, safe and culturally af-
firmed. “It’s just like the sense
of community I get when I walk
in these doors is just amazing.
I feel like I won’t ever get that
feeling anywhere else,” said
one 10th grader. “It’s a safe
house,” said another.

Eric Garner’s mother gives emotional
testimony at Judiciary hearing

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Gwen Carr provided an emo-
tional opening statement during
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee’s oversight hearing on polic-
ing practices.

Carr, the mother of Eric Gar-
ner who died in New York from
a police chokehold in 2014, re-
counted how police officers had
approached her son outside of a
grocery store on Staten Island.

Inexplicably, Officer Dan-
iel Pantaleo wrestled Garner to
the ground and used an illegal
chokehold that eventually led to
Garner’s death.

“Five years ago, my beloved
son Eric was murdered by peo-
ple who were supposed to serve
and protect,” Carr told the bipar-
tisan group of lawmakers.

“Eric cried out 11 times, ‘I
can’t breathe.” But those offi-
cers on the scene that day didn’t
seem to care,” she said. “How
come no one was held account-
able?”

Carr said Garner’s death had
devastated her family.

It also led to the fatal heart at-
tack suffered by Garner’s sister,
Erica, who died of a heart attack
in 2017, Carr said.

“She died of a broken heart,”
Carr said.

House Judiciary Committee
Chair Jerrold Nadler (D-NY),
told Carr that the criminal jus-
tice system failed her and her
family.

“Shockingly, the officer re-
sponsible for placing Mr. Gar-
ner in a departmentally-banned
chokehold remained on the
force for five years before final-
ly being fired this past August,”
Nadler said.

The chairman also asked that
his colleagues in Congress look
for measures that would prevent
police officers from escaping
punishment.

The mother of Eric Garner, the man who was killed after being put in
a chokehold by police in 2014 in New York City, testified before the
House Judiciary Committee on Sep. 19, 2019. “Violent police have no
place in this society,” said Gwen Carr, Garner’s mother, who urged law-
makers to pass a bill that would prevent police from using chokeholds.
The Rev. Al Sharpton and other civil rights and community advocates
appeared before the committee. PHOTO: PBS NEWS HOUR / YOUTUBE

“There needs to be better in-
formation on the use of force
and better proposals to end ra-
cial profiling and to restore trust
between law enforcement and
the community,” Nadler said.

The hearing focused on the
role of the federal government
in addressing concerns about
illegal practices, enhancing ac-
countability, and in developing
21st-century policing practices.

During the session, Rev. Al
Sharpton joined Carr and others
to call on Congress to pass leg-
islation to set a federal standard
for excessive use of force.

It included testimony from
former professional tennis play-
er James Blake; former federal
law enforcement official Ron
Davis; National Organization of
Black Law Enforcement Chief
Vera Bumpers; and Phillip Atiba
of the Center for Policing Eq-
uity.

“I should say from the onset
that (the National Action Net-
work — or NAN) has never been
anti-police. We are, however,
anti-police brutality,” Sharpton
said.

“We know that most police of-

ficers are hardworking and law-
abiding citizens who take the
oath to serve and protect quite
seriously. They put their lives
on the line every day to keep us
all safe, and we are grateful for
their enormous service and sac-
rifice,” he said.

However, over the past
two decades, there has been a
growing, and disturbing trend
of mostly unarmed black and
brown young men who have
been the victims of discrimina-
tory police practices and these
encounters with law enforce-
ment have led to their untimely
deaths, Sharpton told the com-
mittee.

These statistics should cause
all great alarm, he said.

“There are too many victims
to name. But we all know their
stories. We’ve read about them
in the newspaper and have
seen them on the nightly news:
Eric Garner, Michael Brown,
LaQuan McDonald, Tamir Rice,
Walter Scott, Freddie Gray, Ste-
phon Clark, and countless oth-
ers,” Sharpton said.

“I’ve spent days and nights
with grieving parents and family

members who wanted nothing
more but justice for their loved
one who was senselessly shot
or choked to death by an officer.
I’ve preached the funerals. You
can feel the pain and heartache.
And even in the despair, I made
a promise to the victims’ fami-
lies that I would push Congress
to enact federal legislation to ad-
dress fatal misconduct,” he said.

Sharpton added that the time
to address the issue is now.

He said there’s a deep-seated
mistrust of the police in many
communities of color and solu-
tions must be identified to find
ways to rebuild trust.

“Quite simply, there is a need
for greater oversight on the pat-
terns and practices of law en-
forcement across the country,”
Sharpton said.

“Without these checks and
balances, we will continue to
experience discrimination and
egregious injustices at every
stage of the criminal justice
system, beginning with an indi-
vidual’s first encounter with law
enforcement officials, as we wit-
nessed first-hand in New York
with the death of Eric Garner
five years ago,” he said.

“There is a need for police of-
ficers to undergo racial profiling
and micro-aggression training
so that they are better equipped
to police in an increasingly di-
verse America.”

Excerpt:

“Five years ago, my beloved
son Eric was murdered by
people who were supposed to
serve and protect,” Gwen Carr,
the mother of Eric Garner who
died in New York from a po-
lice chokehold in 2014 told the
bipartisan group of lawmakers.
“Eric cried out 11 times, ‘I can’t
breathe.” But those officers on
the scene that day didn’t seem
to care,” she said. “How come
no one was held accountable?”

Poll of likely voters
shows rising student debt
problems: Weakened
borrower protections,
blocked debt relief cited

Amount of Student Loan Debt Represents a Crisis

Strongly agree Total Agree
Total 82%
Black 90%
Latinx 92%
Income Less Than $50k 86%
Under 30 88%
Women 81%
Military/Veteran Household 85%
Men 83%
White 79%
65+ 77%

By Charlene Crowell
NNPA News Wire Columnist

When likely voters across
the country were recently
asked their opinions about
student loan borrowing, 82%
agreed that the still-growing
$1.5 trillion debt is a national
crisis. Even when partisan af-
filiations were included, the
solid concern for this unsus-
tainable financial burden held
strong: 74% of Republicans,
80% of independents, and 90%
of Democrats.

When asked further about
the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau (CFPB)’s re-
duced efforts to protect stu-
dents from abusive student
loans and student loan servic-
es, those most concerned were
blacks, Latinx (73%), consum-
ers earning less than $50,000
per year (72%). Additionally,
voters in early Democratic Pri-
mary States agreed at 77%, as
did both women and military
or veterans’ households that
polled 70% each.

Conducted by Lake Re-
search Partners and Chesa-
peake Beach Consulting, the
poll was jointly commissioned
by the Americans for Finan-
cial Reform (AFR) and Cen-
ter for Responsible Lending
(CRL). Its student loan results,
released on October 2, found
that recent actions by the De-
partment of Education (DOE)
and the CFPB both contributed
to consumer concerns.

Higher penalty fees charged
to struggling borrowers, mak-
ing it harder for state and fed-
eral law enforcement agencies
to pursue wrongdoing by state
loan servicers and blocked
debt relief for students who
were defrauded by for-profit
institutions were the top DOE
criticisms cited in survey.

“[TThe Department of Edu-
cation seems to be making it
casier for for-profit colleges
and servicers to take advan-
tage of students,” said Debbie
Goldstein, CRL executive vice
president. “We need a Depart-
ment of Education that holds
for-profit institutions account-
able for abusive practices and
a CFPB with a division that
protects borrowers from preda-
tory student loan servicers.”

“Without proactive regula-
tory action and strong state
laws,” continued Goldstein,
“students of color will contin-
ue to carry larger debt burdens,
exacerbating the racial wealth
gap.”

“The student debt crisis in
the United States deserves
greater attention and voters
know it,” noted Alexis Gold-
stein AFR senior policy coun-
sel. “Borrowers need federal
authorities as allies, not as
apologists for the for-profit
college industry.”

The disproportionate student
debt burdens borne by black
and Latino borrowers was the
focus of a joint research re-

port by the NAACP, National
Urban League, UNIDOS US,
Leadership Conference Educa-
tion Fund and CRL. Initially
published this July, QUICK-
SAND: Borrowers of Color
& the Student Debt Crisis,
the report examined how un-
precedented debt levels weigh
heaviest on Black America.

Key findings from that re-
port show that:

Today, over half of all fami-
lies with black heads of house-
hold aged 25-40 have student
debt.

Black bachelor’s degree
graduates are unable to afford
loan repayments at five times
the rate of comparable white
graduates. These black grads
are also more likely to default
than whites who never com-
pleted a degree.

Four years after graduation,
nearly half of black graduates
owe more on their undergradu-
ate student loans than they did
when they received their de-
gree; by contrast, only 17% of
white graduates face this same
dilemma.

Similarly findings and con-
cerns were found in a Septem-
ber student loan debt report
entitled Stalling Dreams by
Brandeis University’s Institute
on Assets and Social Policy,
a part of its Heller School for
Social Policy and Manage-
ment. Among its key findings:

Twenty years after starting
school, the typical black bor-
rower owed about $17,500
more than their white peers;

The typical black student
loan holder in their 30’s,
has negative total wealth of
$10,700 compared to whites
who are close to breaking
even; and

About half of all black bor-
rowers and a third of all Latinx
borrowers wind up defaulting
on their student loans within
20 years.

With researchers and con-
sumers agreeing that student
debt is at crisis levels, the larg-
er question becomes: What —
as a nation — are we prepared to
do about it? And if so — when?

With 44 million people af-
fected by student loan debt,
this trillion- dollar issue should
not be ignored but rather vig-
orously debated as part of the
2020 elections in the interest
of our collective futures.

“We need a racial equity
filter for solutions to reverse
the consequences of our cur-
rent privatized high educa-
tion financing regime,” states
Brandeis’ Stalling Dreams.
“We need a return to strong
public investment in higher
education that acknowledges
the societal benefit on an edu-
cated public.”

In other words, if you’re
drowning in student debt, your
education is working against
you — instead of for you. It’s
time for a new paradigm in
American education.
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and keep growing

By Pastor Simeon R. Green Il
Special to The Mississippi Link

In John 6:55-
56 Christ said:
| “For My flesh
1| is meat indeed,
and My blood
is drink indeed.
He that eateth
My flesh, and drinketh My
blood, dwelleth in Me, and I
in him.” What was He talk-
ing about? He was not talking
about eating His natural flesh.
He was speaking figuratively,
instructing us to eat His teach-
ings.

As Christians, we eat and
obey the teachings of Christ.
Physically speaking, whatever
you have eaten becomes a part
of you. Likewise, you must eat
the Word of God and let it be-
come a part of you.

Man has tried to keep the Bi-
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ble from people in past history.
If they were to burn all the
Bibles, they could not separate
you from the Word of God.
They cannot take away what
you have eaten. They cannot
take the Spirit of God away
from you. They cannot take
away what you have obeyed
and disciplined yourself to do
through the years. They cannot
take away what your memory
tells you about the Word of
God. For that, I thank God.
Jesus said in Matthew 23:24,
“Woe unto you, Scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye
pay tithe of mint and anise and
cumin, and have omitted the
weightier matters of the law,
judgment, mercy, and faith:
These ought ye to have done,
and not to leave the other un-
done. Ye blind guides, which
strain at a gnat, and swallow
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a camel.” They were doing
the same that people do today.
They took the part of the Word
of God they wanted to take
and the rest they left alone.
You have to eat all the Word of
God. If you only have partial
respect for God’s command-
ments, you are out of the order
of God.

Jesus told the Pharisees,
“Woe unto you.” The word
woe means that pain, suffer-
ing, and sorrow will come
to you. Some people want to
hold on to some parts of God’s
Word and ignore other parts. I
believe that saddens the heart
of God.

Why is it that people do
not want to live right? Even a
child can point out wrong in
an adult. If you treat a child
wrong, you owe that child
an apology. Some things are

weightier matters on God’s
scale.

Friend, you cannot buy your
way into Heaven. Jesus told the
disciples not to blow the trum-
pet when they did something
good. He instructed them to
do it in secret, and their Father
who sees in secret would re-
ward them openly.

The Psalmist David said in
Psalm 103:1-3, “Bless the Lord,
O my soul: and all that is within
me, bless His holy name. Bless
the Lord, O my soul, and forget
not all His benefits. Who for-
giveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green IlI is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.
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The trial -

an old

fashioned lesson
in forgiveness?

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

For the last few
weeks, the eyes
of the world have
been focused on
the Dallas Police
Department. “She
should go to jail!”
“That hug was too much!” “I
would not forgive period!” were
some of the responses I heard and
read on social media regarding
the Amber Guyger murder trial.
The world was shocked by the
senseless death of 26-year-old ac-
countant and praise and worship
leader Botham Jean in 2018 by
now convicted murderer Guyger.

But what was perhaps one of
the most shocking things to come
out of the trial was the “hug” that
Brandt Jean, Botham’s younger
brother, gave to Guyger on the
day of her sentencing. What was
a gesture designed to free him
from the bondage of unforgive-
ness and bitterness, became part
of the larger conversation about
police relations with the African-
American community as well as
the often-unrealistic expectation
that African Americans be gra-
cious in forgiving the unforgive-
able.

Many on social media were
adamant that she was the perfect
example of the “bad cop” that did
not expressed remorse for her
crime. I don’t think it helped that
the body cam footage and phone
calls she made after the shooting
show Guyger more concerned
about losing her job than actually
providing CPR and other poten-
tially life-saving medical help to
the mortally wounded Jean.

Matthew 18:15-17 is clear,” If
your brother sins against you, go
and show him his fault, just be-
tween the two of you. If he lis-
tens to you, you have won your
brother over. But if he will not

listen, take one or two others
along, so that ‘every matter may
be established by the testimony
of two or three witnesses.” If he
refuses to listen to them, tell it
to the church; and if he refuses
to listen even to the church, treat
him as you would a pagan or a tax
collector.” Does this apply to the
situation with Jean and Guyger?
I’'m not sure because like so many
of you, I'm still trying to process
all that happened during the con-
troversial trial.

I believe that it could also be
an old-fashioned lesson in for-
giveness. Looking at it through
spiritual eyes, I can see it as a les-
son about the difficult position of
forgiving even if you don’t think
they deserve it. It’s true that the
murder of a loved one is a po-
tentially unforgiveable offense.
However, the Jean family pro-
vided a complicated example of
the power of forgiveness and the
grace that God gives us during
the most emotionally and spiritu-
ally challenging situations. Now
with the murder of Joshua Brown,
one of trial’s star witnesses, the
end of the trial leaves many with
more questions than answers.

As Christians, solutions are
found in God’s word even if we
can’t find the strength or grace to
follow them. If you look at Mat-
thew 18:15, we get a fairly clear
idea of what we should do: show
compassion and grace because
the goal is for the offender to see
their fault and change so they can
grow in their own spiritual walk.

Shewanda Riley is a Fort
Worth, Texas based author of
“Love Hangover: Moving from
Pain to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of
Prayers for Writers.” Email pre-
servedbypurpose@gmail.com
or follow her on Twitter @she-
wanda.
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'No end to
corruption

By E. Faye Williams
Trice Edney Newswire

-

Each day I get up thinking things
with our government can’t get any
worse. Despite my hope for a better
day, things do get worse. All too of-
ten another Trump official seems to
be coming under fire for some bad act
such as allegations of peddling influ-
ence, ignoring the bad acts of members of the Presi-
dent’s staff and/or associates, some new allegation
about President Trump or his family and on and on.

How could one man have so much smoke around
him without there being fire somewhere? One has to
wonder what dirt Trump has on some of these people
that allows them to either seal their lips or outright
defend his apparent corrupt behavior. In nearly three
years of his selection, and I say selection because
no rational person could believe a majority of the
American people would elect someone so unquali-
fied to follow in the footsteps of President Barack
Obama who had the right credentials, right tempera-
ment, right family, right values to be president.

The tragedy of what’s happening with our govern-
ment is that Trump seems convinced that he’s the
smartest man in the world. He believes he’s doing
a great job. No matter how many crooked things he
does, he believes everybody else is the crook. The
other day I heard someone say, “When you work for
a crook (and stay) you, too, become a crook.”

At one time Rachel Maddow on MSNBC was
keeping a board that listed all who exited the Trump
Administration either by being asked to leave or vol-
unteering to leave after getting a taste of what was
going on around the White House and various gov-
ernment agencies. The list has gotten so long that
Maddow can’t seem to find space to place anymore
names on the board.

A few months ago, those who judge truth from lies
indicated that Trump had told over 10,000 serious
lies. They’ve been coming so fast lately that no new
numbers are being given. Many of us try to teach
young people right from wrong, teach them to be
truthful and teach them to be respectful. What can
we tell them that makes sense about how this presi-
dent gets away with so many violations of decency,
of our Constitution, of diplomacy and of just plain
old common sense?

We deserve to have leaders who play by the rules,
and we’ve always been taught that ignorance of the
law is no excuse for wrongdoing. When I look at the
behavior of certain Members of Congress, I wonder
how they sleep at night and what their own children
think of them when they see their parents defending
this president or remaining silent in the face of gross
behavior. Some of them give such silly arguments
and defenses in support of this man that it’s mind
boggling. This man is bringing this country so far
down that we may not be able to emerge from the
depths to which he has taken us in our lifetime.

Normally, someone rises up to say, we shall not
continue to allow this foolishness but where is that
person who has the power to do so now? We deserve
better than what we have running our government.

The 2020 election seems so far away to wait for a
resolution. Impeachment alone is not good enough
if Republicans in the Senate are not willing to show
some courage to get our country back on the right
track. Let us pray that all is not lost and that Repub-
licans will have an awakening before too long. In
the meantime, let us not sit still and wait. Let’s do
something that makes a difference.

Dr. E. Faye Williams is national president of the
National Congress of Black Women, Inc. She is also
host of Wake up and Stay Woke on WPFW-FM 89.3.
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Congress is duty-bound
to investigate alarming reports
of Trump’s misconduct

By Marc H. Morial
Trice Edney Newswire

“Any attempt by
a president to use
| the office of the
presidency of the
United States for
personal  political
gain — rather than
the national interest — fundamen-
tally undermines our sovereignty,
democracy, and the Constitu-
tion ... Misuse of the office of the
presidency for such a corrupt pur-
pose would thus represent a clear
breach of the trust placed in the
president to faithfully execute the
laws of the United States and to
preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution.” Statement by
Rep. Adam Schiff, chair of the
House Permanent Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence, Rep. Elijah E.
Cummings, chair of the Commit-
tee on Oversight and Reform, and
Rep. Eliot L. Engel, chair of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs

Ever since Russian interference
in American democracy was first

disclosed in September of 2016,
the words of George Washington’s
1796 farewell address have been
invoked many times:

“Against the insidious wiles of

foreign influence (I conjure you
to believe me, fellow citizens) the
Jealousy of a free people ought to
be constantly awake, since history
and experience prove that for-
eign influence is one of the most
baneful foes of republican govern-
ment.”

Credible allegations have been
made that President Trump not
only solicited a foreign govern-
ment for election assistance, but
also sought help in discrediting
an U.S. intelligence finding about
previous foreign interference and
implicitly threatened to withhold
military aid if his requests are not
honored.

The gravity of these allegations
cannot be overstated. Congress is
duty-bound to conduct a thorough
and comprehensive investigation
to protect American democracy.

Speaker of the House Nancy Pe-

losi is correct when she says this is
a sad time for our country. Regard-
less of where one falls along the
political spectrum, no one should
take any pleasure in the idea that
the commander-in-chief could be
abusing the power of his office for
personal and political gain.

“Our tone must be prayerful,
respectful, solemn, worthy of the
Constitution,” Pelosi said.

Nor should the impeachment
process be abused for political
gain. It is a remedy for only the
most egregious betrayals of the
public trust. Only a fact-driven,
evidence-based inquiry can deter-
mine whether that remedy is war-
ranted.

The integrity of American elec-
tions is sacrosanct for African
Americans, who have bled and
died in defense of the right to
vote. We at the National Urban
League found reports that Russian
interference specifically targeted
African Americans so troubling
that we devoted our 2019State of
Black America ® report to an ex-

amination of the attacks.

What we found puts the egre-
giousness of Trump’s apparent ef-
forts to absolve Russia into stark
perspective. The greatest portion
of Russia’s online disinformation
effort was aimed at dissuading
African Americans from voting.
Russian trolls exploited the cred-
ibility of legitimate online move-
ments like #BlackLivesMatter,
posing as activists, and abusing
that trust to tamp down black vot-
er participation.

One Russian-created fake ac-
count, @WokeLuisa, garnered
more than 50,000 followers and
its posts were highlighted by doz-
ens of prominent news outlets.

All patriotic Americans should
be outraged. Our leaders should
be doing everything within their
power to protect the integrity of
our elections and thwart foreign
interference. If, instead, Trump
is trying to deflect blame for this
attack on democracy away from
Russia, it is right to question
where his loyalties lie.

Fannie Lou Hamer died
of untreated breast cancer

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

October is Breast
Cancer Awareness
Month, and the pro-
liferation of pink
ribbons is about to
start. Predatory cap-
italists will make
breast cancer their cause, produc-
ing pink t-shirts, pocketbooks, ev-
erything. It’s a mixed blessing, this
awareness, because too many will
make this both a marketing and a
profit-making opportunity, while
others will wonder how they can
use their health insurance to afford
a mammogram. Health equity is a
major issue, and there is a gap in
health care and health access. It is
especially sharp when we address
the issue of breast cancer.

While black women get breast
cancer at a lower rate than white
women, we are 42 percent more
likely to die from it. And young
black women, those under 35, are
twice as likely as white women to
get breast cancer, and three times
as likely to die from it. Black wom-
en are also three times as likely as
white women to get triple-negative
breast cancer, an especially aggres-
sive form of breast cancer.

I am privileged to know Ricki
Fairley, a triple-negative breast
cancer survivor, and marketing
maven who now holds a leadership
role at the nation’s oldest and larg-
est black women’s breast cancer
network group. Sister’s Network,
describes itself as a “survivorship
organization” that provides sup-
port for black women who are di-
agnosed with breast cancer.

Fairley only recently joined the
organization as its vice president
for Strategic Partnerships and Na-
tional Programs, and she is on a
mission to raise awareness about
breast cancer in the African-Amer-
ican community. Propelled by her
own survivorship story, but also by
the many women she has provided
support for, she is passionate about
the reasons that African-American
women must be informed and en-
gaged around breast cancer issues.

i,

Fannie Lou Hamer CREDIT: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Our civil rights icon, Fannie Lou
Hamer, died of untreated breast
cancer. She was just 59 when she
made her transition, and one can
only speculate about why this
fearless leader had an untreated
disease. Her untreated breast can-
cer was not the first collision she
experienced with our racist health
care system. At 44, she had surgery
to remove a tumor, and the hospital
also gave her a hysterectomy with-
out her consent.

These unconsented sterilizations
happened to lots of black women
in southern states. It eroded the
trust that many black women had
in our health care system. Had
Hamer noticed a lump, would she

be inclined to return to the health
care system that had already op-
pressed her? Probably not.

Hamer was poor and vocally
black in the south. Serena Williams
is wealthy, black and an interna-
tional superstar. Despite her privi-
lege, Williams also experienced
the differential way the health care
system treats black women. WI-
liams might have died giving birth
to her daughter, Alexandra.

Because Williams was gracious
enough to share her story, we are
reminded that black women are all
too often ignored or dismissed by
health care providers. Racial bias
in the medical field is not only real,
but also life-threatening. Reference

Fannie Lou Hamer. Ask Serena
Williams. Consider the thousands
of black women that are being
sidelined by a health care system
that does not hear our voices.

What must we do to ensure
that black women don’t carry
the heavy burden of health dis-
parities? We must be mindful and
aware of the risks of breast cancer.
We must talk about breast care
with our sisters and our young
‘uns. We must engage in a poli-
cy conversation about the ways
health insurance can support our
breast health. Too often, health in-
surance covers some, but not all,
of the cost of screening. We must
engage our civic organizations in
breast health education.

We must remember Hamer, who
said she was “sick and tired of be-
ing sick and tired.” That means as
tired as we are of being tired, we
must also be committed to taking
care of ourselves. Too many stud-
ies say that black women ignore
self-care for the care of others.

Hamer was a leader and an icon.
She was also a black woman who
gave voice to her tiredness and
the way it impacted her. In saying
that she was “sick and tired of be-
ing sick and tired,” she challenged
us all to be less sick, less tired and
more self-aware. If we celebrate
her, we must hear her.

The health care system is biased
against black women, and we must
take our health care in our own
hands. Neither sick, nor tired, just
empowered.

And during October, Breast
Cancer Awareness Month must be
supportive of organizations like
the Sister’s Network, an organi-
zation that provides opportunities
and services for the black women
who are diagnosed with breast can-
cer. We must do this in the name of
Fannie Lou Hamer.

Julianne Malveaux is an author
and economist. Her latest project
MALVEAUX! On UDCTV is avail-
able on youtube.com. For booking,
wholesale inquiries or for more
info visit www.juliannemalveaux.
com

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed

pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Thinking about
getting a flu shot?
Now’s the time

By Glenn Ellis
TriceEdneyWire.com

As summer
becomes a
faint memory
for most of
us, winter is
just around the
corner.  This
year’s Farmer’s Almanac has
a sobering forecast for win-
ter 2019-2020: “Get ready
for shivers, snowflakes and
slush. Big chills and strong
storms will bring heavy rain
and sleet, not to mention
piles of snow.”

What this means for us all
is that we should start prepar-
ing for the cold and flu sea-
son.

Even though you can get a
cold anytime of the year, they
do seem to be more prevalent
in the winter. While it is not
possible to actually prevent
getting a cold, the CDC says
that you can reduce your risk
by washing your hands often,
not touching your face with
unwashed hands, and staying
away from people who are
sick with a cold.

The flu (influenza) on the
other hand is a different sto-
ry. The CDC offers that the
best strategy for preventing,
or reducing, your risk of get-
ting the flu is to get a flu vac-
cination.

Now comes the big contro-
Versy.

Few things in medicine and
healthcare have generated
more controversy, divisive-
ness, or outright fear, than
the topic of vaccines...of any
kind.

We all know of either
from personal experience,
or through the experience
of family and friends, about
the gut-wrenching decisions
around whether or not to give
a child his/her scheduled
vaccinations. We know that
childhood infectious diseases
that once plagued us, have
all been eradicated, until re-
cently, where we saw a rise
in measles and whooping
coughs in areas of the coun-
try where parents were more
aggressively exercising ex-
emptions based on religious
or philosophical beliefs.

The debate carries over
into the HPV vaccine with
its’ defenders and critics.
This vaccine was initially de-
signed to prevent girls from
ovarian cancer. However, af-
ter much public uproar, boys
were included, since the virus
that causes this cancer must
be transmitted from boys to
girls.

Enough about that, on to
the flu, and the flu vaccine.
Much of what I’ll share with
you in this column is de-
signed to provide more com-
plete, factual information in
order for you to make an in-
formed decision for yourself
or your family.

Let’s make sure we’re all
on the same page about what
the flu is, and why it’s a threat
to your health.

The flu is a virus (not bac-
teria) that spreads mostly
from person to person, and
typically around the fall
through spring months. There
are various types, including
Influenza A, B and C, as well
as Swine and Avian Flu.

The type of flu varies by
the specific protein that is a
part of the “coat” that a virus
wears. This gets real compli-
cated by the fact that each
year, the flu that is prepared
to hit us differs from year to
year.

So, how do we deal with

that? Well, the World Health
Organization (WHO) Global
Influenza Surveillance Net-
work coordinates with scien-
tists from around the world
and come up with a statistical
guesstimate of the most prob-
able flu virus to hit in the up-
coming flu season. Voila, the
vaccine is produced based on
this process each year, since
the virus change and evolve
from year to year.

The flu virus for the season
usually hits our part of the
world in Fall and Winter, so
the official flu season is gen-
erally from October through
April.

Now, here’s the stuff you
need to know so that your
decision about whether or not
to get the flu vaccine is an
informed decision, not one
based on myths, fear or mis-
trust:

Since the season typically
begins in October, and the
vaccine takes 2-4 weeks to
take effect once you get it,
October is the time to do it,
if you’ve decided to get one
this year. The 2-4-week win-
dow before the vaccine starts
to work is the reason people
say, “I got the flu shot last
year and got the flu any way.”
These folks were infected be-
for the vaccine took effect.

For some of the real skep-
tics among us, let me be
clear, getting the flu vaccine
is not going to guarantee that
you won’t get the flu. In fact,
the data from the CDC shows
that on any given year, the flu
vaccine is 40-60% effective
in preventing the flu. I know
that almost sounds like, ‘Hey,
Glenn, there’s a 50/50 chance
that I’ll get the flu whether
I get the vaccine or not.” I
say, not so fast...there’s more
than your own health to think
about.

Whether  the  vaccine
matches the dominant strains
of flu well or not so well, it’s
way better than nothing. Not
only that, some of us work
around or live with people
with compromised immune
systems, and us getting vac-
cinated helps to protect their
delicate health condition.
Also, even getting the flu
after getting the vaccine re-
sults in a lesser severity of
flu symptoms, and in many
cases even a shorter duration
of having the flu.

For the 2017-2018 flu sea-
son, the CDC estimated that
more than 56,000 Americans
would die. Officials later
calculated that 79,000 had —
which, the agency noted, is
more people than usually fill
a Super Bowl stadium. So
getting the flu is truly a po-
tentially deadly situation.

The flu vaccine lasts about
six months, the approximate
length of the flu season. Get-
ting it during the month of
October offers you the great-
est protection.

Remember, I’'m not a doc-
tor. I just sound like one. Take
good care of yourself and live
the best life possible!

The information included
in this column is for educa-
tional purposes only. It is not
intended nor implied to be a
substitute for professional
medical advice.

Glenn Ellis, is Research
Bioethics Fellow at Harvard
Medical School and author
of Which Doctor?, and Infor-
mation is the Best Medicine.
Ellis is an active media con-
tributor on Health Equity and
Medical Ethics. For more
good health information vis-
it: www.glennellis.com

Mississippians have new choice

for health insurance in 2020

Molina Healthcare of Mississippi to enter the
health insurance marketplace for the first time

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Commissioner of Insurance
Mike Chaney announces that
Molina Healthcare of Missis-
sippi will be added as an option
on the Health Insurance Market-
place (also known as Exchange)
starting in 2020.

Molina Healthcare of Missis-
sippi already serves Medicaid
members through Mississippi-
CAN and will begin covering
minors through the state’s Chil-

dren’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP) November 1, 2019.

“The addition of CHIP and
Marketplace plans is a good
thing for families looking for
insurance,” said Chaney. “Up
until now there has been only
one provider in the Mississippi
Marketplace. Increased compe-
tition and market share can only
benefit consumers.”

Molina will be offered in 19
counties including Desoto, For-

rest, Hinds, Hancock, Harrison,
Jackson, Jones, Lafayette, La-
mar, Lee, Madison, Marshall,
Panola, Pearl River, Pontotoc,
Rankin, Tate, Union and Warren.

Molina’s competitively priced
Marketplace  plans  include
free preventive care including
screenings, family planning and
preventive drugs, as well as easy
access to a wide network of doc-
tors and hospitals.

Molina Marketplace plans

also include telemedicine ser-
vices that provide 24/7 access to
quality doctors for the same low
copay as a primary care Visit.

The open enrollment period
for Marketplace in Mississippi
begins November 1 and runs
through December 15 for a
membership effective date of
January 1, 2020.

Those interested in enrolling
can visit ChooseMolina.com for
more information.

Grant funding boosts HIV care
access throughout Southeast

By Ruth Cummins
ricummins@umc.edu

Patients in the Jackson metro
area need more than medical ser-
vices to keep their HIV-positive
status in check and their health
the best it can be.

They need access to a clinic for
things like the flu or an earache.
They need counseling to help
them remain free from the drug
and alcohol addictions that often
befall those who live with HIV,
an infectious disease that, left un-
treated, is life threatening.

The 2,000-plus people living
with HIV treated by the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medical
Center’s infectious diseases team
need a long-term support system
that makes getting health care
less of a struggle. That’s espe-
cially true for the HIV-positive
population, a group that might
not have money for food or
medicine, don’t have reliable
transportation, lack child care,
or are unemployed or financially
insecure.

The Medical Center is get-
ting a boost to help improve its
delivery of HIV services while
addressing everyday challenges
that can keep those living with
HIV from seeing a provider.
UMMC is one of three program
grantees supported through HIV
Care Connect, a $7 million, five-
year initiative established by the
Merck Foundation to help reduce
disparities in access to care and
improve health outcomes for per-
sons with HIV living in vulner-
able and underserved Southeast-
ern U.S. communities.

“In this day and age, a large
number of people with HIV
know that they are infected and
know where they can get care,
but they’re not getting it,” said
Dr. Leandro Mena, professor and
chair of the Department of Popu-
lation Health Science in the John
D. Bower School of Population
Health.

“UMMC shares a significant
responsibility to make sure that
individuals living with HIV in
Mississippi receive quality care,”
said Mena, an infectious diseases
professor in the School of Medi-
cine who also directs UMMC'’s
Center for HIV/AIDS Research,
Education and Policy.

“Health is determined by
biological, genetic, social, eco-
nomic, environmental and place-
based factors,” said Dr. Bet-
tina Beech, founding dean of the
School of Population Health.

“The funding provided by
Merck will help Dr. Mena and
the Medical Center to address
the full range of factors that im-
pact health and health care and
improve the health of Mississip-
pians affected by HIV.”

The Merck Foundation is pro-
viding funding to UMMC, Care

Jennifer Brumfield, a clinical research nurse, collects a blood sample
for testing for HIV antibodies at UMMC’s Express Personal Health Clinic.

Staff at UMMC’s Express Personal Health Clinic collect samples, in-
cluding blood and urine, from patients receiving free HIV testing.
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Dr. Leandro Mena, professor of infectious diseases and chair of the
Department of Population Health Science in the John D. Bower School

of Population Health

Resource of Miami and Medical
Advocacy and Outreach of Mont-
gomery, Ala. The University of
Alabama at Birmingham is serv-
ing as the national program office
for HIV Care Connect, support-
ing efforts of the grantees and
providing leadership in building
a public-private partnership to
help reduce HIV care disparities.
“We need to accelerate solu-
tions that address the growing
disparities in patients’ access to
HIV care and health outcomes,
and focus on communities that
are most affected,” Dr. Julie Lou-
ise Gerberding, executive vice
president and chief patient officer
at Merck, said in a news release.
“Through HIV Care Connect,
we are pleased to partner with the
University of Mississippi Medi-

cal Center and help catalyze col-
laboration among organizations
across the southeastern United
States and improve care coor-
dination among people most af-
fected by HIV.”

More than half of those newly
diagnosed with HIV live in the
South, statistics from the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion show. About three quarters
of them are people of color. In
Mississippi, there were 428 new
HIV diagnoses in 2017, latest
statistics show.

A large percentage of Missis-
sippi’s 10,000-plus residents liv-
ing with HIV aren’t getting regu-
lar care for their disease, let alone
primary care. HIV stigma con-
tinues to play a role, with some
patients feeling shame or fear, or

discomfort in going to an urgent
care clinic or a health care facil-
ity in a small rural community.

“They may have had a bad
prior experience with health care,
and with that a lack of trust,”
Mena said.

There is no judgment by
UMMC caregivers.

In addition to the adult special
care clinic for HIV-positive pa-
tients, directed by Dr. James B.
Brock, the Medical Center’s Ex-
press Personal Health provides
free HIV testing and same-day
referrals to a HIV primary care
provider for those testing posi-
tive. UMMC links HIV-negative
patients with comprehensive
services, including same-day
access to PrEP, or pre-exposure
prophylaxis. It’s a pill that people
at risk of becoming HIV positive
take daily to greatly reduce their
chance of infection.

And HIV-positive patients
coping with substance abuse
diseases can enroll in the “Help-
ing HAND” program at the HIV
clinic, receiving services ranging
from referrals for detox or inpa-
tient rehabilitation to medication-
assisted treatment and mental
health care.

The HIV Care Connect grant
will allow UMMC to create a
central point in Jackson for care
coordination with other organi-
zations, including a centralized
data system. UMMC will co-
locate a new low-barrier access
clinic within Express Personal
Health “so that no one will be left
behind,” Mena said. “This will
allow patients that have experi-
enced difficulty engaging in care
to receive individualized care
so that they can be virally sup-
pressed.”

If a patient must miss work in
order to get care, the clinic could
give the patient a half-day of lost
wages. “It’s a financial incentive
to mitigate the cost of being com-
pliant,” Mena said. “We know
many of our patients are poor.”

The clinic also could pay for
transportation to appointments
for those who don’t have a ride.
Food barriers will be broken
down with vouchers for grocer-
ies and referrals to food pantries.
“We want to sit down with pa-
tients and understand why they
haven’t been able to get care, and
find out what it will take to get
there,” Mena said.

“We meet people where they
are,” Mena said. “Eighty-five
percent of our HIV patients are
virally suppressed, but another
15 percent aren’t. This program
will focus on that 15 percent, and
the 40 percent in Mississippi who
are not.

“This grant allows us the op-
portunity to provide a model of
differentiated care and to miti-
gate the barriers.”
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Advertisement for Electronic Bidding

Bid 3105 Boyd Elementary School - Exterior Window Replacement &
Renovations

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until

2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) October 30, 2019, at which time and place
they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning
the project for will be held at Boyd Elementary School, 4531 Broadmeadow
St., Jackson, MS on October 17, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid
conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to
withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days
from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.
eleyguildhardyprojects.com. Bid specs/documents must be purchased
through the website. All plan holders are required to have a valid email
address for registration. Questions regarding website registration and online
orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS
38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact
Jennifer Seymour at Eley Guild Hardy Architects, Phone: 228-594-2323 or
Email: jseymour@egh.ms.

10/3/2019, 10/10/2019

LEGAL

Advertisement for Electronic Bid
Bid 3102 Callaway High School Site Roof and Interior Improvements

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until

2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) November 11, 2019, at which time and
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference
concerning the project for Callaway High School Site Roofing and Interior
Improvements will be held at Callaway High School, 601 Beasley Road,
Jackson, MS on October 18, 2019 at 1:30 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid
conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to
withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days
from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.
dalebaileyplans.com. A $200.00 Non-refundable deposit shall be required
on each set of bid specs/documents and must be purchased through the
website. All plan holders are required to have a valid email address for
registration. Questions regarding website registration and online orders,
please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS 38804,
(662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact Ginger
Murphree at Dale Partners, Associates, Phone: 601-352-5411 or Email:
GingerMurphree@dalepartners.com.

10/3/2019, 10/10/2019

LEGAL

Advertisement for Electronic Bidding
Bid 3106 Lanier High School Exterior Window Restoration

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until

2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) November 08 2019, at which time and
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference
concerning the project for will be held at Lanier High School, 833 W. Maple
St., Jackson, MS on October 24, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid
conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to
withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days
from the date bids are opened.

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.
jphmplans.com. Bid documents are available as paper prints or as digital
copies on CD and must be purchased through the website. Cost of CD (.pdf
Format) is $50.00 per CD, non-refundable. Cost of paper prints will be listed
on HYPERLINK “http://www.jbhmplans.com” www.jobhmplans.com and
will be non-refundable. All plan holders are required to have a valid email
address for registration. Questions regarding website registration and online
orders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, MS
38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please contact
Kim Mathew at JBHM Architects, Phone: 601-352-2699 or Email: kmathew@
jphm.com.

10/10/2019, 10/17/2019

LEGAL

Housing Inspector: The Mississippi Regional Housing Authority No. VI
is seeking qualified applicants to fill the position of Housing Inspector.
Some experience in building construction or maintenance or with property
management is required. This position is responsible for performing
inspections of housing units for compliance with Housing Quality Standards
(HQS). Applicants should submit a letter of interest along with current resume
to: Linda Durr, Human Resource Specialist, Mississippi Regional Housing
Authority No. VI, P.O. Box 8746, Jackson, MS 39284-8746. Open until filled.
EOE

10/10/2019

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.
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© Feature Exchange

MDB - Jackson, MS (Sales Tax Revenue Infrastructure Project 2019)
(209172) - Intent Resolution

There came on for consideration the matter of providing financing for
various capital improvements for the City of Jackson, Mississippi, and after a
discussion of the subject matter, Councilperson Priester offered and moved
the adoption of the following resolution:

RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE MAYOR AND
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, TO EITHER
ISSUE SPECIAL SALES TAX REVENUE BONDS OF THE CITY OR
ISSUE A SPECIAL OBLIGATION BOND OF THE CITY FOR SALE TO THE
MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT BANK OR ENTER INTO ALOAN WITH THE
MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT BANK, ALL INANAGGREGATE PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF NOT TO EXCEED FORTY MILLION DOLLARS ($40,000,000)
TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE PURPOSE OF (A) CONSTRUCTING,
IMPROVING AND PAVING ROADS AND STREETS; (B) REPAIRING,
RECONSTRUCTING AND RESURFACING PROJECTS BASED ON
TRAFFIC PATTERNS, NEED AND USAGE; (C) PAYING THE COSTS OF
WATER, SEWER AND DRAINAGE PROJECTS; AND (D) FOR OTHER
AUTHORIZED PURPOSES UNDER SECTIONS 27-65-241 ET SEQ.,
MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, AS AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED
FROM TIME TO TIME, AND SECTIONS 31-25-1 ET SEQ., MISSISSIPPI
CODE OF 1972, AS AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTED FROM TIME TO
TIME, INCLUDING FUNDING CAPITALIZED INTEREST, IF APPLICABLE
AND PAYING THE COSTS OF ISSUANCE, DIRECTING THE PUBLICATION
OF ANOTICE OF SUCH INTENTION; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi
(the “Governing Body”), acting for and on behalf of the City of Jackson,
Mississippi (the “City”), is authorized by Sections 27-65-241 et seq.,
Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended and supplemented from time to
time (the “Municipal Special Sales Tax Law”), and Sections 31-25-1 et seq.,
Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended and supplemented from time to time
(the “Bank Act” and together with the Municipal Special Sales Tax Law, the
“Act”), and other applicable laws of the State of Mississippi (the “State”), to
either issue special sales tax revenue bonds of the City pursuant to the Act
in a total aggregate principal amount of not to exceed Forty Million Dollars
($40,000,000) (the “Bonds”), issue a special obligation bond of the City
pursuant to the Act in a total aggregate principal amount of not to exceed
Forty Million Dollars ($40,000,000) (the “City Bond”), or enter into a loan with
the Mississippi Development Bank (the “Bank”) pursuant to the Act to borrow
money from the Bank in a total principal amount not to exceed Forty Million
Dollars ($40,000,000) (the “Loan”) to provide funding for (a) constructing,
improving and paving roads and streets; (b) repairing, reconstructing and
resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns, need and usage; (c) paying
the costs of water, sewer and drainage projects; and (d) for other authorized
purposes under the Act, including funding capitalized interest, if applicable,
funding a debt service reserve fund, if applicable, and paying the costs of
issuance (together (a) through (d) constitute, the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 3268 (2009 Regular Session) authorized, among
other things, certain municipalities to impose a special sales tax of not more
than one percent (1%) on the gross proceeds of sales or gross income of
the business, as the case may be, derived from any of the activities taxed at
the rate of seven percent (7%) or more under the Mississippi Sales Tax Law
(the “Special Sales Tax”), which was codified as the Municipal Special Sales
Tax Law; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 2839 (2011 Regular Session) amended the Municipal
Special Sales Tax Law to provide that the revenue collected pursuant to the
tax levy shall be used to pay the cost of road and street repair, reconstruction
and resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns, need and usage, and
to pay the costs of water, sewer and drainage projects; to provide that an
election required by this section shall not be held after June 30, 2014; to
reduce the amount of the special tax revenue that the Mississippi Department
of Revenue (the “DOR”) may retain to defray the costs incurred by the DOR
in the collection of the special tax; to extend the date of repeal on this section
until July 1, 2032, unless no election is held under this section prior to July 1,
2014, or, if an election is held prior to July 1, 2014, and the proposition fails,
in which case this section is repealed from and after July 1, 2014; and for
related purposes; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 787 (2014 Regular Session) amended the Municipal
Special Sales Tax Law to provide that the Special Sales Tax shall apply to
sales of tangible personal property or services sold in the municipality and
shall not apply to wholesale sales of food and drink for human consumption
sold to full service vending machine operators and wholesale sales of light
wine, beer and alcoholic beverages; to authorize the governing authorities
of any municipality that levies the special sales tax authorized under this
section to incur debt for the purpose of paying the costs of road and street
repair, reconstruction and resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns,
need and usage, and to pay the costs of water, sewer and drainage projects
authorized by this section; and to extend the repeal date on this section from
July 1, 2032, to July 1, 2035; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, on
October 22, 2013, adopted a resolution declaring the intention of the
governing authorities of the City to impose upon all persons as a privilege
for engaging or continuing in business or doing business within the City a
Special Sales Tax for the purpose of paying the cost of road and street repair,
reconstruction and resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns, need and
usage, and to pay the costs of water, sewer and drainage projects, and
calling for a referendum to be held on the question; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, on
October 22, 2013, adopted a resolution providing for the calling and holding
of a special election (the “Special Election”) within the City for the purpose of
submitting to the qualified electors of the City the proposition of whether or
not to impose upon all persons as a privilege for engaging or continuing in
business or doing business within the City a Special Sales Tax for the purpose
of paying the cost of road and street repair, reconstruction and resurfacing
projects based on traffic patterns, need and usage, and to pay the costs of
water, sewer and drainage projects, as authorized by the Municipal Special
Sales Tax Law; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, on
January 14, 2014, held a Special Election pursuant to the resolutions
adopted on October 22, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, on
January 21, 2014, adopted a resolution accepting and approving the report
of the Election Commissioners within and for the City concerning a Special
Election held in said City on Tuesday, January 14, 2014 and declaring the
result of said election in connection with the proposition of whether or not
to impose a Special Sales Tax for the purpose of paying the cost of road
and street repair, reconstruction and resurfacing projects based on traffic
patterns, need and usage, and to pay the costs of water, sewer and drainage
projects, as authorized by the Municipal Special Sales Tax Law; and

WHEREAS, the Project is in accordance with and in furtherance of the
provisions of the Act; and

WHEREAS, as of October 1, 2019, the assessed value of all taxable property
within the City, according to the last completed assessment for taxation,
was $1,275,951,918, and the City had outstanding bonded and floating
indebtedness of the City as subject to the twenty percent (20%) debt limit
prescribed by Section 21-33-303, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended
and supplemented from time to time, is in the amount of not greater than
$116,621,000; and

WHEREAS, if applicable, neither the Bonds, the City Bond nor the Loan,
when added to the outstanding bonded indebtedness of the City, will result
in indebtedness, both bonded and floating, exclusive of debt not subject to
the aforesaid twenty percent (20%) debt limit prescribed by Section 21-33-
303, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended and supplemented from time to
time, in excess of twenty percent (20%) of the assessed value of all taxable
property within the City, and will not exceed any constitutional or statutory

limitation upon indebtedness which may be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, there has been no increase in said bonded and floating
indebtedness of the City since October 1, 2019; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the City for the Governing
Body to provide funding for the costs of the Project by borrowing money
through the issuance of the Bonds, through the issuance of the City Bond or
by entering into the Loan; and

WHEREAS, the City reasonably expects that it will incur expenditures in
connection with the Project for which the City intends to reimburse itself
with the proceeds of the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan. This declaration
of official intent to reimburse expenditures made prior to the issuance
of the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan in anticipation of the issuance of
the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan is made pursuant to Department of
Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2 (the “Reimbursement Regulations”).
The Project for which such expenditures are made is the same as described
herein. The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for the
Project is the amount herein set forth; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body is authorized and empowered by the Act
to issue the Bonds, to issue the City Bond or to enter into the Loan for the
purposes herein set forth and there are no other available funds on hand or
available from regular sources of income for such purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE CITY, ACTING FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, AS FOLLOWS:

The Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, hereby declares
its intention to issue and sell the Bonds, to issue and sell the City Bond or to
enter into the Loan, all in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed Forty
Million Dollars ($40,000,000).

The Bonds or the City Bond will be issued or the Loan will be entered into for
the purpose of financing the Project, as authorized by the Act.

The Bonds or the City Bond may be issued in one or more series and, if
issued, will be special obligations of the City payable solely from and secured
by the Special Sales Tax revenues and revenues of the Project. The
Loan will be payable from the Special Sales Tax revenues of the City and,
specifically under Section 31-25-28 of the Bank Act, will not constitute an
indebtedness of the City within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory
restrictions, limitations, or provisions, and the taxing power of the City will
not be pledged to the payment of the Loan. Except for the Special Sales
Tax or other required collateral of the Bank, the taxing power of the City will
not be pledged to the payment of the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan. No
special tax, other than the Special Sales Tax, will be levied by the City for the
payment of the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan.

The Governing Body proposes to direct the issuance of all or any portion
of the Bonds or the City Bond or to authorize the Loan in the amount and
for the purposes and secured as aforesaid at a meeting of the Governing
Body to be held at its usual meeting place located at the City Hall in the
City, located at 219 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, at the hour
of 10:00 o’clock a.m. on October 29, 2019, or at some meeting or meetings
subsequent thereto; provided, however, that if ten percent (10%) or Fifteen
Hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the qualified electors of the City shall
file a written protest with the City Clerk of the City (the “City Clerk”) against
the issuance of the Bonds or the City Bond or the authorization of the Loan
on or before 10:00 o’clock a.m. on October 29, 2019, then the Bonds or the
City Bond shall not be issued or the Loan shall not be entered into unless
approved at an election on the question thereof called and held as is provided
by law; provided, further that if no protest is filed, then the Bonds or the City
Bond may be issued and sold in one or more series or the City may enter into
the Loan without an election on the question of the issuance thereof at any
time within a period of two (2) years after October 29, 2019.

In full compliance with the Section 21-33-307, Mississippi Code of 1972,
as amended and supplemented from time to time, the City Clerk is hereby
directed to publish a copy of this resolution once a week for at least three
(3) consecutive weeks in The Mississippi Link and The Clarion Ledger, both
newspapers published in and having a general circulation in the City and
qualified under the provisions of Section 13-3-31, Mississippi Code of 1972,
as amended and supplemented from time to time, with the first publication
being not less than twenty-one (21) days prior to the date set forth in Section
4 of this resolution, and the last publication being made not more than seven
(7) days prior to such date.

The City Clerk is hereby directed to procure from the publishers of the
aforesaid newspapers the customary proof of the publication of this resolution
and the required notice and have the same before the Governing Body on
the date and hour specified in Section 4 hereof.

The City hereby declares its official intent to reimburse itself from the proceeds
of the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan for expenses incurred with respect
to the Project subsequent to the date of this resolution. This declaration
of official intent to reimburse expenditures made prior to the issuance of
the Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan in anticipation of the issuance of the
Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan is made pursuant to the Reimbursement
Regulations. The Project for which such expenditures are made is the same
as described herein. The Bonds, the City Bond or the Loan will not exceed
the aggregate principal amount of Forty Million Dollars ($40,000,000).

The City hereby ratifies and confirms the referendum duly called and held
on January 14, 2014, by which a majority of at least three-fifths (60%) of
the qualified electors of the City who voted in the election for the levy of the
Special Sales Tax was achieved.

If any one or more of the provisions of this resolution shall for any reason be
held to be illegal or invalid, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect any of
the other provisions of this resolution, but this resolution shall be construed
and enforced as if such illegal or invalid provision or provisions had not been
contained herein.

Councilperson Banks seconded the motion to adopt the foregoing resolution,
and the question being put to a roll call vote, the result was as follows:

COUNCILPERSON YEA NAY
Ashby Foote X

Melvin Priester, Jr. X

Kenneth I. Stokes (Absent)

De’Keither Stamps (Absent)

Charles Tillman X

Aaron Banks X

Virgi Lindsay X

The President of the Council then declared the resolution passes and
adopted this the 1st day of October 2019.

APPROVED BY:

/s/ Virgi Lindsay
PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL

/s/ Chokwe Antar Lumumba
MAYOR

ATTEST:

/sl Kristi Moore
CITY CLERK

10/3/2019, 10/10/2019, 10/17/2019, 10/24/2019
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Growing Mississippi’s
economy—together.

We live and work in the communities we serve,

and we're invested in growing this place we all call
home. So we're always looking to partner with local
suppliers and contractors to help us bring safer,
more reliable energy to the people of Mississippi.

So if you're a Mississippi-based supplier or
contractor, we'd like to include you on future
proposals for projects. Because no one knows how
to better serve the people of this state than you.

If you’d like to learn more about our qualification
and insurance requirements, bid and contracting
processes and other details, reach out to us

at Supplier@SpireEnergy.com, or visit us at
SpireEnergy.com/Doing-Business-Spire.

At Spire, we're proud to support Hire Mississippi.
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Accepted! Call 662-584-6541 (M-F 9-5
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LOWEST PRICES ON HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE. We have the best rates from top
companies! Call Now! 601-203-3854

Services-Legal

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!
Open enrollment is upon us! We want to
save you money on your medicare sup-
plement plan. FREE QUOTES from top
providers. Excellent coverage. Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save! Toll free: 1-855-400-8352

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help get
you approved! Mo money out of pocket!
Call 601-203-3826

Services-Medical

Medical Supplies

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a
million families find senior living. Our
trusted, local advisors help find solutions

to your unique needs at no cost to you.
Call 1-601-812-5678.

Miscellaneous

Travel

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

STATEWIDE ADVERTISING available of
discounted group rates for both print and
digital ods. To order your statewide
advertising, call Mississippi Press Services:

601-981-3060

Services-General

DIRECTV NOW. Mo Satellite Needed.
540/month. 65 Channels. Stream
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports and
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract.
No Commitment. CALL 1-844-394-7266
DISH Network 559.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed Internet for
ONLY $514.95/month. Best Technology.
Best Value. Smart HD DVR Included. FREE
Installation. Some restrictions apply. Call
1-877-628-3143

Get NFL SUNDAY TICKET FREE w/
DIRECTV Choice All-Included Package.
$592.99/month for 12 months. 185
Channels PLUS  Thousands  of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade. Call 1-855-978-3110

or satellitedealnow.com/MSPS

Services-Financial

OVER 510K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.

VISIT THE ORLANDO THEME PARKS
and Enjoy Daytona Beach Florida! 7 Days
/ 6 Nights Only $298.00 1 Week Hertz,
Enterprise or Alamo Car Rental Included!
1-877-241-5382

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........5210
1col. x 2 inch.ccieicaas 5525
1 col. x 3 inch.............
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call Sue at
MS Press Services

601-981-3060

Week of October 6, 2019
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_ Kevin M. Leﬁn
 Searching for
. BLACK CONFEDERATES

\_ Civil War’s
. Most
Persistent

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

History is a big subject.

And yet, each era has inside it
a thousand little clues for peo-
ple, places and everyday life:
clothes folks might’ve worn,
toys children played with, may-
be, or foods they enjoyed. Those
are the things that make history
fascinating, even powerful. But
add in a bit of quarrel and, as
in the new book “Searching for
Black Confederates” by Kevin
M. Levin, they might make his-
tory wrong.

Ever since the last shot was
fired in the Civil War, there’s

been controversy, including ar-
gument over the site of that last
shot. For more than a century-
and-a-half, stories were told
and mythology endures — one of
them being the possibility that
slaves fought on the side of the
Confederacy.

“Over the past...decades,”
says Levin, “claims...of any-
where between 500 and 100,000
black Confederate soldiers...
have become increasingly com-
mon.”

But, he says, those claims
are highly inflated. In truth, “a
small handful of black men”
were recruited “just days before

PIZZA, PANINIS, WINGS, DRINKS, AND MORE
TAILGATE TO-GO PACKS

FEATURING YOUR SAL & MOOKIE'S FAVORITES SO
YOU CAN GET TO WHAT MATTERS «- THE GAME!

WOW YO0 MTERA &5 01 CALAN JOINT

OCTOBER 10 - 16, 2019

the fall of the Confederacy...”
Also true: photographs taken
during the war show black men
dressed in gray uniforms. Those
pictures cause a misunderstand-
ing, Levin says, that leads back
to one of the reasons the war
was fought in the first place.
When volunteering to serve
in the Confederate Army, many
white men took a slave or two
with them to serve as “camp
slaves” to polish arms, press
uniforms, cook and carry mes-
sages. Some slaves charged
their “master’s” comrades for
work, which allowed them
money to buy their own Con-

TO ORDER

SALANDMOOKIES.COM | 601,368.1919

federate uniforms, if they so
desired.

During battle, camp slaves
were sometimes tasked with
guarding provisions and horses
on the outskirts of a conflict
but “at no point... was it ever
revealed that black men were. ..
serving in the Confederate army
as soldiers.” The idea was sug-
gested and discussed but most
slave owners “did not believe
that slaves or free blacks could
make good soldiers.” Even try-
ing, Levin says, would have
elevated slaves to the level of
their “masters,” a thought that
was totally unacceptable...

SMOOTH 100.5 FM
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So is the discussion settled?
Probably not, but “Searching
for Black Confederates” surely
makes good arguments on the
side of dismissal.

Beginning with a novel writ-
ten in 1860 — one that he picks
apart methodically — Levin
suggests that the idea of slaves
basically fighting to keep them-
selves enslaved is preposterous.
To support this, he cites various
sources to explain photographs
that have come to be misunder-
stood and how end-of-war ex-
pectations and Jim Crow laws
affected life for black men in the
post-War years. These sources

-

il \

underscore his original claims
that black men were not enlist-
ed to fight for the “Lost Cause.”
It’s fascinating information, if
not just a bit repetitive.

And yet, because there’s no-
body to interview and nobody
to question, certain histori-
ans and readers who embrace
black forebears in gray might
still dispute the disputer. They,
too, have sources, stories and
reasons, which make “Search-
ing for Black Confederates” a
book that no Civil War scholar
should ignore: if you think the
argument’s here to stay, you
wouldn’t be wrong.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70°S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Greetings Tigers,

purchase.

Homecoming!

President

LETTER

Tiger Strong and Student Focused,

Earlexia M. Norwood, M.D.

Thank you alumni for attending the Fall Leadership Development Council and Natchez
historical marker dedication! A huge Tiger hug for Chairs Sue Brown-Clark, William
Blowe, Annette Anderson, President Frisby, and the JSUNAA Natchez Chapter, for
implementation of a phenomenal event!

Now it’s time for THEE Blue Tie Gala and to give students much needed scholarships.
Please join me at the gala or the after party for an evening of glamour & purpose.

If you cannot make it to either, you still have an opportunity to support with the purchase
of a raffle ticket. You don’t need to be present to win. See www.theebluetiegala.org to

Homecoming week is always electrifying, but with guest artist KENNY LATIMORE the
evening will be spectacular! Enjoy this month’s Tiger Moment video, and see you at

Jackson State University National Alumni Association, Inc.

FROM THE JSUNAA PRESIDENT

BIRTHPLACE OF
JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY

Jackson State Unlversity was founded here In

Baptist Home
Isslppl Baptlst
P. bs.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Get Ready — Get Ready —
Get Ready!

It’s Jackson State Univer-
sity’s Annual High School/
Transfer Day!

It’s that time! Venture to Ti-
ger Country for a fall preview
unlike any other. Participants
will join the Jackson State
University family for a fun-
filled and action-packed day
on the beautiful campus of

Mississippi’s Urban Univer-
sity!

Attendees will enjoy per-
formances by the Sonic Boom
of the South, JSU Cheerlead-
ers, Prancing J-Settes and JSU
Greeks. Participants will also
have the opportunity to meet
and speak with departmental
representatives at the “Be-
come Who You Are Meant
to Be Departmental Fair,” di-
rectly after the program in the

IACAKSON

STATE

UNIVERSITY'®

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 2. 2019 | Z230AM - 2:30PM

J1ACKsON State Linvessin

Lee E. Williams Athletics and
Assembly Center.

Doors will open at 7:30
a.m. The program will begin
at 9 am. and will continue
throughout the beautiful lo-
cales of JSU.

Later, you will have a chance
to witness a battle on the grid-
iron between the Jackson State
University Tigers and Univer-
sity of Arkansas-Pine Bluff
Golden Lions at the Veterans

Memorial Stadium at 6 p.m.
Event information:
Registration fee

fundable):
$10.00 per person (Registra-

tion packet will include game
day ticket)
Date:
Saturday, November 2, 2019
Time:
9:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. (Reg-
istration begins at 7:30am)
Location:

(non-re-

VS LINIVEerS Ly

Lee E. Williams Athletics
and Assembly Center and uni-
versity campus

Meal:

Lunch on your own. Food
trucks will be on site.

Online registration will
close Friday, November 1,
2019 at 11 a.m. Walk-in reg-
istration will begin Saturday,
November 2, 2019 at 7:30 a.m.
at the Lee E. Williams Athlet-
ics and Assembly Center. No

of Arkaomsas Bine #Hiult

personal checks.

Football tickets will not be
available for purchase at the
Athletics and Assembly Cen-
ter.

In order to secure your
game day tickets, you must
supply a list of participants’
names to recruitment@
jsums.Edu before november
1. Subject line: hs day 2019.

For more information call
601 979-5845.



By Frank S. Washington
AboutThatCar.com

Talk about more than enough, the
GMC Yukon XL 4WD SLT certainly
filled the bill. Where to begin?

Let’s start under the hood. We had
the Graphite Performance Edition.
That means that the 5.3-liter V8 for
a normal Yukon got bumped up to
6.2-liters and 420 horsepower and 460
pound-feet of torque with cylinder de-
activation. There was a 10-speed au-
tomatic transmission, a 3.23 axle ratio
and a two-speed active transfer case
and magnetic ride control.

This engine moved the Yukon XL,
which weighed almost three tons, with
ease. We didn’t sense any cylinder
deactivation. Gear shifts were silky
smooth and the suspension managed
to kill most of the truck-like ride on
this body on frame three-row sport
utility.

It had an independent coil-over
shock, magnetic ride control with the
graphite performance package front
suspension. In the rear was a solid
axle with five-link location and coil
springs, magnetic ride control and the
graphite performance package.

This package included black 22-
inch machined wheels with carbon
flash metallic pockets, black assist
steps with gloss black accents, black
chrome grille mesh insert and fog
lamp surrounds, body-colored grille
surround, gloss black beltline mold-
ings and additional trim, the Z85 sus-
pension package. This was a menacing
looking vehicle and we mean that in a
good way.

About the only thing that was miss-

ing were LED headlights. The halogen
lamps seemed like they were from
another planet. And there wasn’t a
moonroof. Still, this GMC Yukon was
well equipped.

It was the XL Yukon. It had a wheel-
base that was 14 inches longer than a
normal Yukon and it was almost two-
feet longer overall with more than
twice the cargo space behind the third
row seats.

The gear shift was on the column
and that took some getting used to. All
through the test drive we kept reach-
ing for the gear shift atop the center
console. But that was the only aspect
of the Yukon XL that was radically dif-
ferent.

It had heated and cooled front seats.
And you could select whether to heat
the seat back, or the whole seat. It
took a few days before we realized
that the pedals were adjustable. There
was a smart key to lock and unlock the
doors, all four could be push buttoned
opened or locked. And of course, there
was push button start and stop.

The interior was black throughout
with light grey stitching. The odom-
eter and speedometer were round, ana-
logue and black with white numerals
reversed out. There were four smaller
digital gauges between them: the oil
pressure gauge, the temperature gauge,
the fuel gauge and the volt meter ran
across the top of the TFT screen.

There were buttons on the left side
of the dash to adjust the height of the
heads up display and the information
you wanted it to display. The center
stack sort of cascaded down to the
console with the infotainment touch
screen at the top, the audio controls
underneath and then two stacked areas
of climate controls beneath.

The Yukon had its own Wi-Fi con-
nection. At the base where the center-
stack met the center console there were
two USB jacks and a 12V plug. The
storage bin in the center console had
an LED light for illumination, it was
that deep. There was also a retractable
mirror that let you see the second and
third row seats. Think kids.

And the whole infotainment screen
slid up revealing another storage bin
and a USB jack.

We climbed into the second row
and found it spacious. It too had
heated captains’ seats. Getting to the
third row for a kid or someone nimble
meant getting through the space be-
tween the two second row seats. Doing
it the conventional way required pull-
ing a lever and the seat back flipped
forward. Then pull a strap on the back
of the seat cushion and it too flipped
forward.

There was a 120V plug on the back
of the center console and another USB
plug. There were also climate con-
trols for the back passenger arca. We
thought it convenient that the liftgate
was power and it could be set at dif-
ferent heights.

There was plenty of head space in
the third row, although leg room was
tight. It was easy to get out with the
second row seats completely flipped
forward.

From the back, the third row seats
could be power folded down or up.
And let’s not forget that the Yukon XL
was a full size sport utility, a big one.
It could tow 8,000 lbs. and that was
with the 5.3-liter engine and the XL
had 121.1 cu. ft. of cargo space with
its second and third row seats folded.

Fuel efficiency for the 6.2-liter en-
gine was 14 mpg in the city, 20 mpg on
the highway and 16 mpg combined. It
had a 31 gallon fuel tank. It was made
for years of kids, camping, stowing,
towing and the outdoors or city streets.

As tested, our 2019 Yukon XL AWD
SLT had a sticker of $74,630.

Mississippi city rejects mental health facility despite need

Associated Press

Officials in southwest Mis-
sissippi have denied a rezoning
request for a mental health facil-
ity, despite complaints that the
area is underserved.

Natchez aldermen recently
unanimously rejected rezoning
property to allow a crisis sta-
bilization unit, a small mental
hospital meant to keep people
from being sent to faraway state
hospitals or jail.

Opponents said the facility is

inappropriate for a mostly resi-
dential neighborhood.

Crisis stabilization services
were one of the flash points in
a recent trial in which a federal
judge ruled Mississippi was vio-
lating the rights of mentally ill
people by relying too much on
state hospitals to confine them.
Adams County Sheriff Travis
Patten testified in that trial that
Natchez and surrounding Ad-
ams County have few resources
to help mentally ill people, say-

ing he padded a jail cell to hold
people.

Patten testified that he rarely
got help from Southwest Mis-
sissippi Mental Health because
many of its employees were
more than an hour away in Mc-
Comb.

Southwest Mississippi Men-
tal Health Executive Director
Sherlene Vince told The Nat-
chez Democrat that city docu-
ments improperly labeled the
unit as a drug and alcohol reha-

bilitation center.

“It is not a drug treatment pro-
gram or detox unit and we are
not able to treat anyone who has
criminal charges,” Vince said.

Alderwoman Sarah Carter
Smith says Natchez needs the
unit, but says “there has to be a
better place for it.”

“It should not be in a neigh-
borhood,” Smith said.

Lawyer Scott Slover, repre-
senting Southwest Mississippi
Mental Health, said that because

the facility is being funded with
grants from the state Depart-
ment of Mental Health, the local
mental health board can’t build
or buy a building. The require-
ment to lease limits its options,
Slover said.

“They would have to find
someone who owns a piece of
property, would invest any-
where from half a million to
$750,000 into the property and
then would take some sort of
lease payment over time to re-

coup the cost and make a prof-
it,” he said. “That is easier said
than done.”

Slover warned that if Natchez
couldn’t approve a location, the
crisis stabilization unit could
also end up in McComb.

At least three other Missis-
sippi cities have settled lawsuits
alleging illegal discrimination
against people with disabilities
in recent years after they barred
or tried to close facilities serv-
ing people with mental illness.

US judge to hear Mississippi
election system challenge

By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

A federal judge will hear ar-
guments Friday in a lawsuit that
challenges Mississippi’s unique,
multistep process of electing the
governor and other statewide of-
ficials — an electoral process that
critics say is designed to thwart
black political power.

The hearing happens less than
a month before the Nov. 5 guber-
natorial election between Repub-
lican Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves and
Democratic Attorney General
Jim Hood.

Mississippi’s 1890 constitution
requires a statewide candidate
to win a majority of the popular
vote and a majority of the 122
state House districts. If nobody
wins both, the election is decided
by the House, now controlled by
Republicans.

The multistep process was
written at a time when white
politicians across the South were
enacting Jim Crow laws to erase
black political power that had
been gained during Reconstruc-
tion. No other state in the U.S.
uses such a method to choose
governor.

Reeves and Hood are both
white, but Mississippi has a his-
tory of racially polarized vot-
ing with Democrats doing well

among black voters and Republi-
cans among white ones.

Attorneys for black plaintiffs
say that, because of the way
Mississippi House districts are
drawn, the electoral system di-
lutes African-American votes.

“Because white and African-
American Mississippians over-
whelmingly vote for different
candidates, and because of the
geographic and electoral con-
centration of the racial groups
among the House districts, Af-
rican-Americans’ candidates of
choice must obtain a significantly
larger share of the statewide pop-
ulation in order to win a majority
of House districts, as compared
to candidates preferred by white
voters,” an attorney for the plain-
tiffs, Uzoma N. Nkwonta, wrote
in court papers.

U.S. District Judge Daniel P.
Jordan III will hear arguments
about the plaintiffs’ request that
he issue a preliminary injunc-
tion to block the state from using
the system. It’s unclear, though,
how fast Jordan will act on that
request.

The lawsuit was filed May 30
against two Republican officials
— Secretary of State Delbert
Hosemann, who is Mississippi’s
top elections officer, and House
Speaker Philip Gunn.

Attorney Trey Jones, repre-
senting Hosemann and Gunn,
wrote in court documents that
Mississippi’s system is not dis-
criminatory.

“This suit was obviously filed
because of some concern about
how the rules ‘might’ impact
Democratic candidates,” Jones
wrote. “That is not a valid basis
for which to seek relief from this
Court.”

Eric Holder, who was the first
African American to serve as
U.S. attorney general, is now
chairman of the National Demo-
cratic Redistricting Commit-
tee, whose affiliated foundation
is providing financial and legal
backing for the lawsuit. Plaintiffs
include Leslie Burl McLemore, a
retired professor of political sci-
ence at Jackson State University.

The 1999 Mississippi gover-
nor’s race was decided by the
House after nobody received the
required majorities in a four-per-
son race. The top two candidates
were white, and House members
chose the Democrat who had
received the most votes. At the
time, the House was controlled
by Democrats.

Mississippi’s current Repub-
lican governor, Phil Bryant, is
limited by law to two terms and
could not run again this year.
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update

ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Highlights from South Hinds Rotary Club
Dictionary Giveaway to HCSD 3rd Graders

Highlights from UEMS Celebration
for Becoming a “B” Level School

Highlights from Southern Farm Bureau Book
Donatlon to HCSD st Graders




