
U.S. immigration offi cials 
raided seven Mississippi chick-
en processing plants Aug. 7, ar-
resting 680 mostly Latino work-
ers in the largest workplace sting 
in at least a decade.

The raids, planned months 
ago, happened just hours before 
President Donald Trump vis-
ited El Paso, Texas, the major-
ity-Latino border city where a 
man linked to an online screed 
about a “Hispanic invasion” was 
charged in a shooting that left 22 
people dead.

“On a day when we seek uni-
fying words and acts to heal the 
nation’s broken heart, President 
Trump allows so many fami-
lies and communities to be torn 
apart,” said Angelica Salas, ex-
ecutive director of the Coalition 
for Humane Immigrant Rights.

About 600 U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
agents fanned out across the 
plants operated by fi ve compa-

nies, surrounding the perimeters 
to prevent workers from fl eeing.

In Morton, about 40 miles east 
of the capital of Jackson, work-
ers fi lled three buses – two for 
men and one for women – at a 
Koch Foods Inc. plant.

Those arrested were taken 
to a military hangar to be pro-
cessed for immigration viola-

tions. About 70 family, friends 
and residents waved goodbye 
and shouted, “Let them go! Let 
them go!” Later, two more buses 
arrived.

A tearful 13-year-old boy 
whose parents are from Gua-
temala waved goodbye to his 
mother, a Koch worker, as he 
stood beside his father. Some 

employees tried to fl ee on foot 
but were captured in the parking 
lot.

Workers, including Domingo 
Candelaria, who could show 
they were in the country legally 
were allowed to leave the plant 
after agents searched the trunks 
of their vehicles.

“It was a sad situation inside,” 
Candelaria said.

Mississippi is the nation’s 
fi fth-largest chicken producing 
state and the plants’ tough pro-
cessing jobs have mainly been 
fi lled by Latino immigrants ea-
ger to take whatever work they 
can get. Chicken plants domi-
nate the economies of Morton 
and other small towns east of 
Jackson.

Based in Park Ridge, Illinois, 
Koch is one of the largest poul-
try producers in the U.S, with 
operations in Mississippi and 
fi ve other states. The company 
didn’t respond to telephone calls 
and emails seeking comment.
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In a three-person race that became personal, 
brutal and sometimes exhausting, Jody Owens, 
former managing attorney at the Mississippi of-
fi ce of the Southern Poverty Law Center, was 
elected as the next district attorney for Hinds 
County.

Owens, defeated Jackson defense attorney 
Darla Palmer and veteran prosecutor Stanley 
Alexander in last week’s Democratic primary. 
No independent or Republican entered the race.

Owens, who will replace Robert Shuler 
Smith, received 53% of the votes in unoffi cial 
results, while Palmer received 33% and Alex-
ander 14%. Smith did not seek reelection and 
ran unsuccessfully for governor as a Democrat.

Owens boldy ran on a platform that the Hinds 
County Criminal Justice System is broken. “I 
intend to make good on my campaign promis-
es,” Owens said. “It’s about creating an environ-
ment in Hinds County where businesses fl our-
ish, families feel safe and our children thrive.”

At a forum where he was the only candidate 
to attend, Owens said, “Instead of making com-
munities safer, mass incarceration is making the 
situation worse.” “I want to change that,” he 
shared.

Owens said that one of his primary focuses 
will be to make sure those who commit crimes 
are punished but he understands that we can’t 
‘arrest’ our way out of what is happening in 
Jackson and across the county. “We’ve got to 
protect our vulnerable populations (seniors and 
children), and I intend to do that,” he said. “But 
I also understand the need for rehabilitation and 
I’m committed to helping everyone.

Owens also ran on a SMART Justice plat-
form which is why helping people is very im-
portant to him. “Smart Justice includes re-entry 
programs for ex-offenders, mental health and 
rehabilitation treatment for those with addic-
tion, support to the families of those affected 

by violence and collaborating with community 
organizations to fi nd ways to reduce crime,” he 
said. “I’m committed to this and just like the 
voters elected me this past Tuesday, they can 
un-elect me if I fail to live up to these chal-
lenges.”

Owens graduated from Jackson State Uni-
versity and earned his law degree at Howard 
University School of Law. He has litigated 
class-action lawsuits on behalf of children and 
adults on matters like mass incarceration, pri-
vate prisons and the school-to-prison pipeline.

Largest US immigration raids 
in a decade net 680 arrests in MS

Jody Owens elected
as Hinds County District 
Attorney without runoff

A man is taken into custody at a Koch Foods Inc. plant in Morton, Miss., 
on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019. U.S. immigration offi cials raided several 
Mississippi food processing plants on Wednesday and signaled that the 
early-morning strikes were part of a large-scale operation targeting own-
ers as well as employees. AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS

A distinguished attorney and community leader for de-
cades, La’Verne Edney serves as the new president of the 
Mississippi Bar Foundation.

A 1996 graduate of the Mississippi College School of 
Law, Edney brings signifi cant trial experience in state and 
federal courts. Among her past honors, the Jackson resident 
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Toni D. Cooley, chief executive offi cer of Systems Elec-
tro Coating, Systems Automotive Interiors, Systems Con-
sultants Associates and Systems IT, has been appointed to 
the board of directors of the Federal Reserve Bank of At-
lanta’s New Orleans Branch. Her term began July 25, 2019, 

Toni Cooley 
appointed to the 

Federal Reserve Bank 
of Atlanta’s N.O. 

Branch Board
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Cooley

Owens

 By Othor Cain
Editor

 By Rogelio V. Solis and Jeff Amy
Associated Press



LOCAL

2 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK  www.mississippilink.comAUGUST 15, 2019

Mississippi Public Broadcast-

ing welcomed three new mem-

bers to its Board of Directors 

during its regularly scheduled 

board meeting July 23. A fourth 

new member confi rmed his 
board assignment July 24. The 

board will serve for fi scal year 
2020.

The new members are:

William Bynum, president 

of Jackson State University. A 

native of Rocky Mount, North 

Carolina, Bynum earned his 

bachelor’s degree in sociology 

from Davidson College, where 

he also minored in education. He 

earned his master’s and Ph.D. in 

sociology from Duke University. 

Bynum has previously served as 

president of Mississippi Valley 

State University, vice president 

for enrollment management and 

student services at Morehouse 

College, vice president for stu-

dent affairs and enrollment man-

agement at Lincoln University in 

Pennsylvania and associate vice 

president and dean of students at 

Clark Atlanta University.

Whitney Lipscomb, deputy 

chief of staff and counsel to Gov. 

Phil Bryant. Lipscomb previ-

ously practiced law at Balch & 

Bingham LLP in Gulfport. She 

earned her juris doctor from the 

University of Mississippi School 

of Law and her bachelor’s degree 

from Mississippi State Universi-

ty. Prior to law school, Lipscomb 

worked as the fi nance director 

for Congressman Stephen Finch-

er’s fi rst campaign and served a 
stint on Capitol Hill as a Run-

ning Start Fellow.

Richard Sawyer, director of 

Choirs and the Fine Arts De-

partment chair at Ocean Springs 

High School as well as the direc-

tor of music at First Presbyterian 

Church, Pascagoula. Sawyer 

studied voice and performance 

at the Eastman School of Mu-

sic, The University of Southern 

Mississippi and The University 

of South Alabama. Sawyer has 

performed in several lead opera 

roles throughout the country, 

and he is also an accomplished 

recitalist.

Shawn Mackey, deputy ex-

ecutive director for Programs 

and Accountability for the Mis-

sissippi Community College 

Board. Mackey is a three-time 

graduate of Delta State Univer-

sity with bachelor’s degrees in 

criminal justice and psychology 

and a master’s degree in social 

science education. He received 

his doctor of education degree 

from the University of Memphis 

in the area of higher education 

administration. He has worked 

in non-profi t for eight years and 
in higher education for 10 years 

as an instructor and assistant 

dean of Career Technical Edu-

cation at Coahoma Community 

College.

Continuing MPB board mem-

bers are Pete Smith, Bob Sawyer 

and David Allen.

New Symphony of Time is 

an exhibition that illuminates 

and expands the boundaries 

of Mississippi’s identity.

Mississippi, as a real place 

and also as a metaphor for the 

basic struggles of our country, 

has inspired artworks that ex-

press the need to understand 

the concrete realities of living 

with each other in this mo-

ment, as well as our deep con-

nection to those gone before 

us and our legacies to those 

who follow.

Exploring themes of ances-

try and memory; migration, 

movement and home; shared 

humanity; the natural envi-

ronment; and liberty for all, 

the exhibition is inspired by 

Margaret Walker’s epic poem, 

“This Is My Century: Black 

Synthesis of Time.”

Drawn primarily from the 

museum’s permanent col-

lection, this exhibition of 

approximately 170 works 

includes many prominent art-

ists, such as Benny Andrews, 

Radcliffe Bailey, Romare 

Bearden, Albert Bierstadt, 

Elizabeth Catlett, Jeffrey 

Gibson, Titus Kaphar, Glenn 

Ligon, Deborah Luster, Geor-

gia O’Keeffe and Hank Willis 

Thomas. Mississippi artists 

include the state’s fi rst na-
tive-born professional artist, 

James Tooley, Jr., and Rich-

mond Barthé, McArthur Bin-

ion, Dusti Bongé, Marie Hull, 

Sam Gilliam, Gwendolyn A. 

Magee, George Ohr, and Eu-

dora Welty.

New Symphony of Time 

lays the groundwork for an 

ever-evolving visitor experi-

ence that includes transpar-

ency of the exhibition process 

through the museum’s Com-

munity Advisory Council, a 

program directed by the mu-

seum’s Center for Art & Pub-

lic Exchange (CAPE). This 

initiative provides the cura-

torial team and community 

with the unique opportunity 

to work collaboratively to ex-

plore new creative strategies 

for developing the museum’s 

public interfaces, identifying 

new artists and continuing to 

expand on themes together.

The exhibition opens Sep-

tember 7 and remains on view 

with select artworks and wall 

text changing over time, en-

abling visitors to make new 

connections from different 

perspectives.

This exhibition and its pro-

grams are free and open to the 

public.

MPB welcomes 
four new board 

members

The Museum is pleased to 
announce the reinstallation of its 

permanent collection galleries
The Mississippi Link Newswire The Mississippi Link Newswire
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was named Lawyer of the Year by the MC Law 
School in 2018.

Mississippi Bar Foundation officials recognize 
outstanding attorneys in the profession. Founda-
tion leaders administer a fund that’s awarded more 
than $12 million to law-related, public interest 
projects since 1984.

Edney is a member of Butler Snow’s litigation 
department. She practices with its Pharmaceutical, 
Medical Device and Healthcare Litigation Group 
in Jackson.

“We congratulate La’Verne on this significant 
achievement,” said Don Clark, an attorney and 
chair of Butler Snow. “We look forward to her 
continued vision and leadership as she serves the 
foundation and helps chart their future strategy.”

Her service as president of the Jackson-based 
foundation for the 2019-2020 year began August 
1.

Edney serves with the MC Board of Trustees, 
the board of the Mississippi Center for Justice, as 
well as panels of the Magnolia Speech School and 
Greater Jackson Chamber.

A 1988 Alcorn State University graduate, Edney 
offers more than 22 years of litigation experience. 
She received the Distinguished Service Award 
from the Mississippi Bar in 2012.

Edney’s appointment to lead the Mississippi 
Bar Foundation the next twelve months is well-
deserved, Mississippi College administrators say.

“La’Verne Edney will be an exceptional leader 
of the Mississippi Bar Foundation,” said Patricia 
Bennett, dean of MC Law School in Jackson.

“She will lead with integrity and unwavering 
passion, especially concerning matters where the 
foundation is involved in making invaluable finan-
cial contributions to the community,” Bennett add-
ed. “She has a heart for being of service to others.”

Over the years, the Mississippi Bar Foundation 
provided scholarship assistance and support to 
the state’s two law schools and backed law-relat-
ed public education programs. That includes the 
statewide high school mock trial competition.

MC Interim Provost Debbie Norris extends her 
congratulations to Mississippi Bar officials for re-
cently selecting Edney.

“La’Verne has a strong service record to Mis-
sissippi College and to her community at large,” 
Norris said. “I am so impressed by her willingness 
to work for the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyer’s 
Project. I’m proud to call her an MC alumna and 
friend.”

Edney serves as a member of the Mississippi 
Women Lawyers’ Association and the Metro Jack-
son Black Women Lawyers’ Association.

and runs through December 31, 2022.
Cooley has served in her current positions since 2016. She be-

came an entrepreneur in 2001 as co-founder and president of Sys-
tems Electro Coating in 2001, then owner and president of Systems 
IT in 2002. In 2011 she founded and began serving as president 
of Systems Automotive Interiors, and became chief executive of-
ficer of Systems IT. Before becoming an entrepreneur, she served 
as president of Systems Consultants Associates beginning in 1994. 
Prior to that, she was an administrator at Turner Broadcasting 
Company from 1992 to 1994 and worked as a legislative assistant 
in the U.S. House of Representatives in the 1980s.

Cooley is a member of the boards of directors of Trustmark 
and Sanderson Farms. She is a former board member of Missis-
sippi Today, the William Winter Institute for Racial Reconciliation, 
Mississippi Home Corporation, MS State Board for Community 
and Junior Colleges and Innovate Mississippi. Over the years she 
has been associated with the Center for Social Entrepreneurship, 
Southern Automotive Women’s Forum, Community Foundation, 

MS Automotive Manufacturers Association, Mississippi Chap-
ter of the International Women’s Forum, YMCA, MS Economic 
Council, the MS Minority Contractors Association, Leadership 
Jackson, and Jackson Public Schools. Cooley was awarded the 
Women of Distinction Award by the Girl Scout Council of Middle 
Mississippi.

Cooley earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration 
from Stephens College and a juris doctor degree from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota.

Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta branch directors provide eco-
nomic information from the branch territory to the district bank’s 
president and head office directors, who use the information in dis-
cussing monetary policy options and making discount rate recom-
mendations.

Cooley was appointed by the Atlanta Fed’s board of directors to 
serve a three-year term after completing an unexpired term. The 
Board of Governors appoints three of the directors of the New Or-
leans Branch, and the Atlanta head office directors appoint four.

Matthew Albence, ICE’s acting director, told The Associated 
Press in an interview Wednesday in Pearl, just down the road 
from the Koch plant, that the raids could be the largest-ever 
workplace operation in any single state. Asked about their coin-
ciding with Trump’s visit to El Paso, Albence responded, “This 
is a long-term operation that’s been going on.” He said raids are 
“racially neutral” and based on evidence of illegal residency.

The companies involved could be charged with knowingly 
hiring workers who are in the county illegally and will be scruti-
nized for tax, document and wage fraud, Albence said.

Bill Chandler, executive director of the Mississippi Immi-
grant Rights Alliance, called the “terrible” raids “another effort 
to drive Latinos out of Mississippi,” and he blamed Trump for 
fanning racism with his past incendiary comments about immi-
grants.

“This is the same thing that Trump is doing at the border with 
the Border Patrol,” he said, referring to the increased crackdown 
on migrants coming into the U.S.

Major immigration raids were common under President 
George W. Bush, including one at a kosher meatpacking plant 
in Postville, Iowa, in 2008 that resulted in about 400 arrests. 
President Barack Obama avoided them, limiting workplace im-
migration efforts to low-profile audits.

Trump resumed workplace raids, but the months of prepara-
tion and hefty resources they require make them rare. Last year, 
the administration targeted a landscaping company near Toledo, 
Ohio, and a meatpacking plant in eastern Tennessee. The former 
owner of the Tennessee plant was sentenced to 18 months in 
prison last month.

On Wednesday, a hangar at a Mississippi Air National Guard 

base in Flowood, adjoining the Jackson airport, was set up to 
process those who were detained. Employees formed seven 
lines, one for each workplace raided, with fingerprint scanners 
and document printers at each interview station.

Cooling misters blew in front of fans, and 2,000 catered meals 
were ordered.

Agents who arrived at the Morton plant passed a chain-link 
fence with a sign that said the company was hiring. Workers’ 
wrists were tied with plastic bands and they deposited personal 
belongings in clear plastic bags.

“This will affect the economy,” Maria Isabel Ayala, a child 
care worker for plant employees, said as the buses left. “Without 
them here, how will you get your chicken?”

Other companies targeted in the raids included Peco Foods 
Inc., which has plants in Bay Springs, Canton and Sebastopol; 
PH Food Inc. in Morton; MP Food Inc. in Pelahatchie and Pearl 
River Foods Inc. in Carthage.

“We are fully cooperating with the authorities in their investi-
gation and are navigating a potential disruption of operations,” 
Peco, based in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, said in a statement. The 
company added that it participates in E-Verify, a government 
program to screen new hires for immigration status.

No one answered the phone at Pearl River Foods. A woman 
who answered the phone at PH Food declined to comment or 
identify herself. A telephone listing could not be found for MP 
Food.

___
Amy reported from Pearl, Mississippi. Associated Press re-

porter Elliot Spagat in San Diego contributed to this report.
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Jackson native and enter-

tainer, Rita Brent, also known 

as Rita B. or “the Patty Peck 

Honda Lady” is moving to New 

York to further her comedy ca-

reer. Before she leaves, she is 

hosting a huge comedy show, 

Saturday, September 28, at 

The Alamo Theater in Jackson 

called, “Sipp on this Tea,” an 

ode to Mississippi.

The show will be a celebra-

tory night of laughter and mu-

sic with surprise and special 

guests – comedian Whodi 

(Comedy Crack Up), comedian 

Alton Walker (R&B Workout 

Challenge), and DJ Mr. Adams 

(Core DJs) to name a few.

Brent grew up and attended 

school in Jackson, graduating 

from Murrah High and Jack-

son State University where she 

pledged Delta Sigma Theta 

Sorority, Inc. Brent only lived 

outside the state of Mississippi 

for three months while at Ba-

sic Combat Training with the 

Army National Guard.

Before diving into standup 

comedy, she served nine years 

in the 41st Army National 

Guard Band (percussionist) 

and worked as a radio host and 

producer at Mississippi Public 

Broadcasting where she had 

a loyal following on several 

shows she produced such as, 

In Legal Terms and Everyday 

Tech.

Her decision to become a 

comedian happened one night 

while attending a comedy open 

mic event in 2013. She says, 

“God told me to do comedy. He 

sounded just like Barry White!” 

She performed her fi rst standup 
set March 25, 2013 and never 

looked back.

In the summer of 2017, Brent 

felt an urge to resign from her 

day job and become a full-time 

comedian. “It’s odd to some, 

because I absolutely loved my 

job and coworkers at MPB, 

but I knew it was time to do 

away with complacency and 

pursue my comedy dreams.” 

Since taking that leap of faith, 

Brent has appeared on Jack-

son Airport commercials, the 

City with Soul docuseries, 

Patty Peck Honda commer-

cials, TruTV, Comedy Central 

(Hart of the City), and numer-

ous stages across the country as 

an opening act for mainstream 

acts such as Rickey Smiley, 

Cedric the Entertainer, Lavell 

Crawford, Bill Bellamy, Sheryl 

Underwood and the late great 

Dick Gregory. Just recently, 

she was featured as a headlin-

er at the Apollo Comedy Club 

in New York City, and repre-

sented Mississippi as a cultural 

exchange ambassador in Af-

rica with the American Music 

Abroad Program. 

Brent proclaims the support 

she receives from the Jackson 

community and surrounding ar-

eas is priceless and vital to her 

elevation. “It’s a great thing to 

believe in yourself; it’s a beau-

tiful thing when ‘the people’ 

believe in you too.” That sup-

port took shape in the form of 

trophies this summer as Brent 

won, “Comedian of the Year” 

and “Entertainer of the Year” 

by the Jackson Music Awards 

Association for two consecu-

tive years. 

She announced her decision 

to move to New York after host-

ing the “We are One Jackson 

Music Fest” at the Mississippi 

Coliseum, the biggest venue 

she has played since living in 

Jackson. “Since then, the re-

sponse has been heartwarming. 

Many people are sad that I am 

leaving home but understand 

why I need to. Mississippi is 

magnifi cent in its own right, 
but New York offers a different 

level of opportunities.”

Despite some of the world’s 

negative narratives surround-

ing Jackson and the state of 

Mississippi, Brent takes pride 

in claiming Jackson as her fi rst 
and last home, while aiming to 

be an ambassador who shifts 

those narratives to ones that are 

more positive.

Advance tickets to Brent’s 

farewell show, “Sipp on this 

Tea,” September 28 at The Al-

amo Theater in Jackson are on 

sale at eventbrite.com.
For more information, e-mail 

ritabrentcomedy@gmail.com 
or follow Brent on social media 
(@ritabrentcomedy) for impor-
tant updates.

Local comedienne to leave Mississippi
to further career in New York

Mississippi Link Newswire
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Recent raids and arrests by 
federal immigration offi cials 
in Mississippi have height-
ened a sense of anxiety for 
families and students.

Jackson Public Schools is 
committed to educating chil-
dren regardless of religion, 
race, ethnicity, country of 
origin or a student’s immi-
gration status.

We are working closely 
with the Mississippi Im-
migrants Rights Alliance 
(MIRA) and community 
partners to provide resourc-
es and supports to ensure all 
of our families and students 

feel safe in their school com-
munities.

We are dedicated to ensur-
ing inclusive and welcoming 
schools.

For information, assis-
tance or counsel related to 
immigration, contact MIRA 
at 601 968-5182.

General admission tickets 
for local JPS high school foot-
ball games are available for 
purchase through the GoFan 
Tickets app available in all app 
stores, or by visiting Jackson 
Public Schools’ GoFan site.

The purchasing process for 
digital tickets is:

Download the app or visit 
our GoFan site.

Create a free account using 
your email address.

Purchase your tickets with a 

credit card.
Have them redeemed by 

the ticket worker at the Go-
Fan gate at all JPS high school 
home football games.

A small convenience fee of 
$1.10 is associated with the 
purchase of the tickets.

General admission tickets 
will still be sold at the gate for 
all home games, but in an ef-
fort to help our fans and sup-
porters avoid long lines, we 
now have this convenient op-
tion.

JPS working with 
MIRA to support 

immigrant families

Buy JPS high 
school football 
tickets online

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

We are proud to an-
nounce that 14 new admin-
istrators will be joining 
Team JPS as school prin-
cipals for the 2019-2020 
school year. These new 
administrators were intro-
duced to the community 
by JPS Superintendent 
Errick L. Greene at School 
Board meetings held this 
spring and summer. Many 
of them are homegrown 
instructional leaders, hold-

ing previous administra-
tive positions within the 
JPS system. Additionally, 
this diverse pool of profes-
sionals includes four ex-
perienced administrators 
from other school districts.

“We are excited for the 
talents and the skills these 
educators bring to their 
roles,” said Greene. “We 
know that together we will 
make good on the promise 
to our children and fami-
lies.”

Mississippi Link Newswire

JPS welcomes new 
principals for 2019-2020

Baker Elementary
Camesha Hatchett
Hatchett previously served as an 
assistant principal at Walton El-
ementary in JPS.

Hardy Middle 
Dr. Adrienne Lacey Griffi n
Griffi n previously served as an 
assistant director of Diverse 
Learners in the DeKalb County 
School District in Georgia.

Lake Elementary
Steven E. Douglas
Douglas previously served as an 
assistant principal at Blackburn 
Laboratory Middle School in JPS.

Johnson Elementary 
Guyniesha Johnson
Johnson previously served as 
an assistant principal at Quitman 
County Elementary in the Quitman 
County School District.

Jim Hill High
Bobby Brown
Brown previously served as the 
executive director of Curriculum 
in JPS.

Blackburn Middle
Dr. Marvin Grayer
Grayer previously served as a 
school-level administrator in the 
Rankin County School District.

Provine High
Dr. Shelita Brown
Brown previously served as an 
assistant principal at Murrah 
High School in JPS.

Barack Obama Elementary
John Johnson
Johnson previously served as an 
assistant principal at Marshall El-
ementary in JPS.

Powell Middle
LaShunna McInnis
McInnis previously served as an 
assistant principal at Peeples 
Middle School in JPS.

North Jackson Elementary
Jocelyn Smith
Smith previously served as an 
assistant principal at North Jack-
son Elementary in JPS.

Key Elementary
Elana Tate
Tate previously served as the in-
terventionist/test coordinator at 
Lester Elementary in JPS.

Lanier High
Dr. Valerie Bradley
Bradley previously served as the Di-
rector of School Support in the JPS 
Offi ce of Federal Programs.

Brinkley Middle
Jeffrey Mumford
Mumford previously served as 
the principal at Hazlehurst H.S. 
in the Hazlehurst School District.

Capital City Alternative 
Tanyatemeika Mason
Mason previously served as an 
assistant principal at Provine 
High School in JPS.
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State Auditor fi nds alarming 
business practices at Hinds 

County School District
Auditor Shad White recently 

announced his offi ce uncovered 
alarming business practices at 
the Hinds County School Dis-
trict during a routine audit. 
Auditors found poor controls 
over the district credit cards and 
bank accounts which had not 
been reconciled in nearly a year. 
Additionally, spending records 
were destroyed before they were 
reviewed, and the district failed 
to adhere to some purchas-
ing laws. Most concerning is a 
fi nding showing an assistant su-
perintendent is responsible for 
more than $50,000 in improper 
expenditures.

“The auditor’s offi ce just re-
started compliance audits of 
school districts for the fi rst time 
in a few years, and already we 
have seen serious issues,” said 
White.

Audit fi ndings include:
• The chief fi nancial offi cer, 

an assistant superintendent, was 
not monitored appropriately and 
is responsible for nearly $50,000 
of improper expenditures. The 
assistant superintendent initi-
ated a contract to provide a 
personal “car allowance” in ad-
dition to salary without board 
approval. This caused a $33,000 
loss to the district. Auditors also 
determined the assistant super-
intendent used district funds to 
make personal purchases like 
a monthly in-air internet sub-
scription, a stay in a luxury ho-
tel suite and other unapproved 
charges costing taxpayers near-
ly $10,000.

• Due to poor accounting 
controls, over $54,000 in adjust-
ments were made during the 
audit to reconcile the district’s 
bank statements. Errors made 

while inputting transactions 
were originally not discovered 
in part because bank reconcilia-
tions did not occur regularly.

• Not all credit card state-
ments were reviewed by the dis-
trict, and several purchases were 
made without required written 
justifi cation. Credit limits on 
various cards were exceeded, 
and improper purchases were 
made.

• The district purchased iPads 
and Apple laptops worth nearly 
$2 million without a competi-
tive bidding process. Missis-
sippi purchase laws require 
competitive bids for most large 
purchases to ensure taxpayers 
receive the best price for goods 
and services.

“This uncontrolled and un-
lawful administrative spending 
is not acceptable,” said White. 
“It shortchanges teachers and 

students. It’s not fair for taxpay-
ers. They all have a right to be 
angry about this kind of admin-
istrative spending. It results in 
money going outside the class-
room and it violates our spend-
ing laws. I expect the district to 
take swift action to make sure 
this stops.”

Audit fi ndings related to the 
assistant superintendent have 
been forwarded to the Auditor’s 
Investigations Division. The 
Mississippi Offi ce of the State 
Auditor does not discuss any 
pending investigation and will 
have no further comment on the 
matter.

Public corruption can be re-
ported to the Offi ce of the State 
Auditor online any time by 
clicking the red button at www.
osa.ms.gov or via telephone dur-
ing normal business hours at 1- 
800 321-1275.
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Hinds County School 
District

offi cial statement 
regarding State 
Auditor fi ndings

MVSU names Stromile Golden  
Provost/ Vice President

for Academic Affairs

Three CPSD faculty 
members join the 

Mississippi Teacher Council

Hinds County School Dis-
trict (HCSD) has been working 
with the Mississippi Offi ce of 
the State Auditor (OSA) over 
the last several weeks while au-
ditors investigated the claims 
included in the report.  In the 
meantime, the district has been 
working diligently to address 
the issues outlined in the state 
auditor’s report.

In addition to addressing 
each of the items included in 
the OSA report, we will be 
completing the following ac-
tivities to ensure our district 
maintains strong fi nancial 
health and integrity: 

• Conducting a full review 
of current school district fi scal 
policies, practices and proce-
dures

• Revising current school 
district fi scal policies, prac-
tices and procedures as needed

• Conducting fi nancial train-
ing with all district and school 
staff responsible for fi scal ac-
tivities.

We are proud to report that 
the district remains on strong 
fi nancial footing and the guid-
ance shared by the OSA will 
help us further strengthen our 
fi scal controls as we seek to 
maximize our investments in 
tools and technology that will 
help our students prepare for 
college and careers.

We will continue our ef-
forts to safely and effectively 
invest and spend public funds 
to ensure that every student 
in HCSD has access to the re-
sources they need to succeed.

President Jerryl Briggs has 
announced Kathie Stromile 
Golden as Mississippi Valley 
State University’s Provost and 
Senior Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs (VPAA).

Briggs extended the offer to 
Golden earlier this week fol-
lowing an extensive national 
search. She will offi cially be-
gin her new role Aug. 15.

“I’m looking forward to 
working with Dr. Golden as 
she serves in the capacity of 
provost and senior vice presi-
dent for academic affairs,” 
said Briggs. “Dr. Golden 
brings with her a wealth of 
knowledge and experience, 
as well as a genuine love for 
MVSU. She is an asset to 
MVSU, and I am confi dent 
that she will be able to help us 
ensure the university’s contin-
ued success.”

As Provost/VPAA, Golden 
will serve as the institution’s 
chief academic offi cer, pos-
sessing broad responsibilities 
for articulating an academic 
vision, which includes provid-
ing high-level leadership to all 
academic areas and adminis-
tering and enhancing educa-
tional programs refl ective of 
the university’s mission.

As a member of the institu-
tion’s executive and extended 
cabinets, Golden will also play 
an integral role in the overall 
management of the institu-
tion and will advise Briggs on 
pertinent issues relating to the 
university, its governing board 
and various accrediting agen-
cies.

Golden, who most recently 
served as the director of inter-
national programs and special 
assistant to the president’s of-
fi ce at MVSU, said she is look-
ing forward to meeting the 
opportunities and challenges 
that accompany the position.

“My experiences work-
ing with MVSU colleagues, 
students, alumni and friends 
of the university for almost 
20 years will inform my ap-
proach to performing the du-
ties and responsibilities asso-
ciated with the position,” said 
Golden. “I am excited about 
and confi dent in my ability to 
make positive contributions to 

the university, and I am hon-
ored for having been selected 
for the position.”

Golden’s professional ex-
perience includes servings as 
MVSU’s associate vice presi-
dent for academic from 2014 
to 2017, during which time 
she oversaw the affi rmation of 
three academic programs and 
helped to secure $3.35 million 
in external funding.

As the director of MVSU’s 
international programs, Gold-
en helped to develop MVSU’s 
international programs and in-
creased the university’s inter-
national visibility through the 
solidifi cation of partnerships 
in Nigeria, Kazakhstan and 
the Republic of Georgia with 
governmental agencies and 
educational institutions.

Golden served as the Iraq 
Public Health and Sanita-
tion project coordinator for 
the Mississippi Consortium 
of International Development 
(2003-2005) and is the former 
director of the Delta Research 
and Cultural Institute (2001-
2003).

Prior to that, she was the 
partnership coordinator and 
budget manager for the United 
Negro College Fund Special 

Programs Corporation from 
1998 to 2001.

Golden served as the direc-
tor of the Faculty Research 
Fund and as an associate pro-
fessor of political science at 
Morris Brown College from 
1996 to 1998. She was chair/ 
assistant professor of political 
science and director of the in-
ternational relations graduate 
program at Morgan State Uni-
versity from 1993 to 1996.

Golden is the executive di-
rector of the National Confer-
ence of Black Political Scien-
tist and is the director of the 
National Conference of Black 
Political Scientists Graduate 
Assistantship Program (GAP).

She has more than 40 years 
of academic experience, has 
published numerous confer-
ence papers and scholarly ar-
ticles and is the recipient of 
numerous national, state and 
international awards.

Golden received Bachelor 
of Arts and Master of Arts de-
grees in political science from 
Southern University (Baton 
Rouge) in 1974 and 1975, re-
spectively. She earned a Ph.D. 
in political science from the 
University of Kentucky in 
1987.

As Clinton High School 
teacher Heather McKinion 
prepares for the new school 
year, she’s taking on a state-
level role.

“I’m very excited about hav-
ing been selected to be a mem-
ber of the Mississippi Teacher 
Council,” she said. “It’s a priv-
ilege to be an active voice in 
the educational decisions that 
affect our students and teach-
ers in the state of Mississippi.”

McKinion, who teaches ge-
ometry and algebra 2 at CHS, 
joins fellow Clinton Public 
School District faculty mem-
bers in serving on this board: 
Clay Norton, CHS algebra 2 
teacher and Veressa Coyt, spe-
cial education and inclusion 
teacher at Sumner Hill.

Each year, the Mississippi 
Department of Education se-
lects teachers from across the 
state to serve on this council 
and provide feedback to Carey 
Wright, state superintendent of 
education. Formed in 2016, the 
Mississippi Teacher Council 
now includes 381 educators. 

“This gives us, as educa-
tional leaders, an opportunity 
to help shape the future of edu-
cation in Mississippi,” Norton 
said. “This is an important 
endeavor that we cannot take 
lightly.”

Council members will be 
asked to provide feedback on 
the initiatives of MDE, the 
Mississippi State Board of 
Education and the Mississippi 
State Legislature.

Wright meets with teachers 
quarterly in different regions 
of the state. 

“When I found out I had 
been selected I was excited,” 
Coyt said. “This will allow me 
to be a voice for students with 
disabilities in the Clinton Pub-
lic School District.”

The Mississippi Teacher 
Council aims to empower 
teachers to discuss topics criti-
cal to their success in the class-
room and how MDE can help. 

“The MTC will provide a 
venue for teachers to become 
advocates for their students 
and their profession through 
input into the decision-making 
process,” Wright said. 
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A Jackson State University alum 

made history this month by becoming 

the first African-American woman to 

earn a Ph.D. in computer science from 

Purdue University, and she wants oth-

ers to dream big, too, even if they’re 

not straight-A students – because she 

wasn’t either.

In fact, Amber Johnson, 30, a Jack-

son native, was determined. And that 

determination led to research that po-

tentially could benefit people suffer-

ing from various diseases, but espe-

cially one that directly has impacted 

her family. Recently, she lost an aunt 

to chronic obstructive pulmonary dis-

order (COPD).

By incorporating Big Data, she 

was able to extract information to 

determine the most effective times 

and doses of medication to treat life-

threatening COPD. She gathered data 

by teaming with Purdue’s engineering 

center and scientists. Now, the results 

have a “much greater impact than I 

ever imagined by calculating how 

soon we should give antibiotics and 

for reviewing historical data to deter-

mine the best treatment.”

Johnson’s launch into STEM was 

natural and also had led her to pursue 

a master’s degree in computer science 

from JSU’s College of Science, Engi-

neering and Technology (CSET).

“I’ve always been really curious, 

trying to figure out things and taking 

them apart – VCRs and bicycles – just 

real-life problem-solving. In school I 

paid a lot more attention in mathemat-

ics classes,” she said. Her mother, 

also a JSU alum, urged her to major 

in computer science. At first, Johnson 

wasn’t so keen to the idea. Later, how-

ever, she decided to give it a try. Now, 

people can refer to her as Dr. Johnson.

To help her power through the rig-

orous Purdue program and adjust to 

the Midwest culture, Johnson relied 

on her gregarious personality because 

the environment was strikingly dif-

ferent from her roots in the South. In 

the region where she grew up, and af-

ter her years at predominantly black 

Lanier High School, she attended all 

HBCUs. These were LeMoyne-Owen 

College in Memphis, Tougaloo Col-

lege and JSU, where she earned her 

master’s degree in computer science 

from the state’s urban institution.

As a pioneer, Johnson said she 

hopes to inspire others to pursue 

similar degrees regardless of “where 

you’re from or your cultural back-

ground. You can do whatever you de-

sire. God intended for me to complete 

this program, but it’s not just for me.”

She said help came from channeling 

inspiration from someone, in particu-

lar, whose path she followed, prolific 

inventor Henry T. Sampson. He was 

known for creating a device to gener-

ate power from a nuclear reactor. He 

also attended Lanier High School and 

Purdue University. Later, Sampson 

would donate his massive film memo-

rabilia to JSU, where it’s housed in the 

library named after his father, Henry 

T. Sampson Sr., who was a former ex-

ecutive dean at the HBCU.

There have been others who mo-

tivated her, too, Johnson said. “I’m 

holding on to James Meredith who 

integrated Ole Miss and Kyla McMul-

len, the first woman of color to gradu-

ate with a Ph.D. in computer science 

from the University of Michigan. 

There’s always a number of people to 

add to the list of encouragement. So, 

for me, this is a very powerful title 

to hold as the first African-American 

woman to earn a Ph.D. at Purdue. It’s 

for everyone; it’s for my grandmoth-

er; and it’s for the woman I met in 

Walmart who offered to bake banana 

bread for me.”

In addition, she said she owes a 

huge debt of gratitude to Raquel Hill, 

who was the first African American 

to earn her Ph.D. in computer science 

from Harvard years ago. “She got me 

right with my dissertation.”

Although Johnson chose predomi-

nantly white Purdue without knowing 

much about the university, she said 

previous involvements in tennis and 

other activities throughout Mississip-

pi and beyond indoctrinated her into 

a diverse society. Nevertheless, she 

said Purdue was challenging at first 

because she was unable to find a com-

munity or people who mirrored her. 

Moreover, a majority of the people in 

her department were international stu-

dents. Still, though, she salutes Pur-

due for striving to increase diversity.

To adjust further to the campus, 

Johnson joined or developed new or-

ganizations. In her department, she 

was president of the graduate student 

board, which created a peer-mentor 

program and a “Social Power Hour.” 

These were meant to facilitate dia-

logue, help fellow students seek an-

swers to problems and create a social 

network – especially for peers who 

don’t have friends or family connec-

tions to the Hoosier state.

In contrast, she notes that JSU pro-

vided a more nurturing atmosphere. 

“You have professors who are looking 

for you if you don’t show up. And, if 

you don’t understand a problem, you 

can go to their offices, or you can get 

help from a study group that’s easily 

accessible.”

In particular, Johnson credits for-

mer JSU professor Charles Bland for 

introducing her to research. She said 

he also encouraged her to apply to a 

STEM-preparation program for un-

derrepresented undergraduate minor-

ity students called the Louis Stokes 

Mississippi Alliance for Minority Par-

ticipation (LSMAMP). It was through 

that program that she was able to 

study in China and learn about its dif-

ferent culture.

So, what’s next for the newly mint-

ed doctor?

Johnson has been accepted into a 

Future Technical Leader (FTL) pro-

gram that recruits and offers profes-

sional development opportunities to 

highly capable, up-and-coming tech-

nologists and leaders.

Over three years, she will rotate to 

various offices within the Northrop 

Grumman Corporation, and the pro-

gram will provide more exposure by 

allowing her the opportunity to work 

in areas different from her Ph.D. re-

search.

Still, for those who may doubt their 

abilities, Johnson offered this:

“I’m just a kid from Jackson, Mis-

sissippi. I’m a positive product of my 

environment. My environment has 

embraced me. I’m just taking advan-

tage of opportunities and sacrifices 

that other people provided to me.”

A group of Jackson State Uni-

versity students spent 10 days 

studying in Ghana, West Africa, 

this summer to “go back and get 

it.”

Headed by Byron D’Andra 

Orey, professor of political sci-

ence, the June 3-14 trip was of-

fered in his political science 596 

course – “Sankofa: Challenging 

Racial Mythologies Here and 

Abroad” – designed for graduate 

and undergraduate students inter-

ested in conducting qualitative and 

quantitative research.

Sankofa, in the Twi language of 

Ghana, loosely translates to “go 

back and get it.”

Orey, who has previously trav-

eled to Ghana, said he chose the 

country for a study abroad experi-

ence because of its history in the 

transatlantic slave trade and strug-

gles against European colonial-

ism, post-colonial state formation, 

globalization and current interna-

tional policies.

“I have been trying to put this 

trip together for years, and it 

would always fall through. Last 

year, I again made a concerted 

effort to put it together. With the 

help of Shameka Reed, interna-

tional marketing and recruitment 

specialist for JSU Global, and oth-

ers, we were able to pull it off.”

In preparation of the trip, par-

ticipating students Raymond Ad-

ams, Toni T. Holloway, Makaiya 

Smith, Shana Green and Erin Shir-

ley Orey, Orey’s wife, were re-

quired to read pre-selected works 

by authors like W.E.B. Du Bois, 

Kwame Nkrumah and Charles V. 

Hamilton. Among other require-

ments, they also visited the Mis-

sissippi Civil Rights Museum.

Then, on June 3, the group trav-

eled 14-15 hours via plane before 

landing in Accra, the capital city 

of Ghana, where they were housed 

at the University of Ghana. Nafis 
Quaye, a local Ghanaian whom 

Orey befriended on prior visits, 

and his team, served as hosts and 

impromptu tour guides that helped 

immerse the students in African 

culture.

Holloway, a senior psychology 

major, shared that she never imag-

ined traveling to Africa because of 

joint problems that require her to, 

at times, use a wheelchair. Her in-

terest in the motherland, she said, 

stemmed from learning that her 

great-grandfather, who lived to be 

110, was a slave in the U.S. until 

the age of 10.

“It intrigued me that I had some 

connection to Africa. Once I saw 

the advertisements (for the trip), 

and talked with other students, 

I knew I needed to go. I always 

felt like I couldn’t, but I thought, 

‘Why can’t you?’ So I just applied 

one day,” she said.

And Holloway was filled with 
stories from her excursion, which 

she described as beautiful includ-

ing the “remote” and “impover-

ished” areas. “They were just liv-

ing their lives and making a way,” 

she said of the Ghanaians. “There 

is no government aid. There is no 

Section 8. I passed through plac-

es that had mud huts, and I was 

amazed that people in this day and 

time were still living like this.”

Despite economic disparities, 

Holloway emphasized that the 

Ghanaians were very rich in cul-

ture, traditions and spirit.

“There are so many talented 

people. We met lyrical dancers 

and contortionists. You should see 

the wood-carving village,” she ex-

claimed. “They can take a piece of 

wood and create masks, giraffes, 

elephants; you name it. They are 

so creative. We come from this.”

It was more than just the people 

and the landscape that Holloway 

said made her feel prouder of her 

blackness. The billboards she wit-

nessed also moved her. Yes, some-

thing that could be considered as 

simple as an advertisement reso-

nated with the psych student.

“Every person on the billboard 

is black. What was so striking 

about them is that they’re not like 

our billboards (in the U.S.), which 

are spaced out on the highway and 

different areas,” she explained. 

“Their billboards were in a row, 

one after another. I don’t care if 

they were selling paint, water, a 

Rolex watch or clothing; whatever 

it was, it was a black person adver-

tising it. To see myself reflected on 
those boards, it caught my atten-

tion.”

According to Orey, challenging 

existing stereotypes or biases that 

exist about African Americans and 

the continent of Africa was one of 

several trip goals. An encounter 

that Holloway described appeared 

to do just that. She touched on 

the U.S. perception that Africans 

don’t consider black Americans 

as African. However, she said the 

Ghanaians often greeted her with 

‘Hey, my sister, my sister.’

Erin Shirley Orey, a doctoral 

student, also shared that their 

warm reception upon arrival 

stirred her. “I was impressed by 

how friendly and welcoming ev-

eryone was. As soon as we got off  

the plane, people were saying ‘Ak-

waaba,’ which means welcome in 

their native Twi language.”

During one particular encounter 

with a Ghanaian man, Holloway 

said, he held his arm to her arm 

(comparing their skin tone) and 

said: ‘You African. You like me. 

You’re black like me. We’re the 

same black.’

The group also met a village 

chief who gave them permission 

to witness and video a customary 

naming ceremony for a baby girl. 

“I will never forget experiencing 

such rich Ghanaian tradition,” 

said Erin Shirley Orey.

Amid the many thrills, the group 

also hooked up with Jackson State 

University alum Charles Rush, a 

regional agricultural counselor in 

the Office of Agricultural Affairs 
for the U.S. Embassy.

Rush, who is approaching the 

last leg of a three-year stint in 

Ghana, organized an embassy 

briefing, a meeting with the Af-
rican American Association of 

Ghana, a fireside chat with the 

United States Agency Interna-

tional Development’s director and 

a reception hosted by the Ameri-

can Chamber of Commerce (AM-

CHAM) – Ghana.

“I wanted to provide an under-

standing of the role the U.S. Em-

bassy and its various offices play 
in building and maintaining diplo-

matic relations with Ghana while 

supporting the United States’ stra-

tegic interests in Ghana,” he said.

Rush shared that he also viewed 

the role AMCHAM Ghana plays 

in advocating for U.S. companies 

with offices in Ghana as informa-

tive for any student interested in 

working overseas.

“My goal was to provide a com-

prehensive and robust informa-

tional session for the students,” he 

said.

What also seemed to be a com-

prehensive but emotional time for 

the group was a tour of Ghana’s 

Elmina Slave Castle or “dun-

geons,” as Orey described them.

Situated on Ghana’s southern 

coast, the dungeons housed en-

slaved Africans who waited to be 

transported across the Atlantic. It 

is estimated that six million slaves 

were shipped from West Africa 

alone.

“My emotions were the same 

as when I visited before, and that 

was of anger,” said Orey. “When 

we were down in the dungeons, 

one thing that stuck with me was 

when they talked about women 

being raped.”

He described the process of 

enslaved women, housed in a 

cramped concrete space, being 

selected by the king for sexual 

exploitation. The chosen woman 

would be given more food than 

the others to increase her energy, 

and she would also be allowed to 

bathe.

“She was taken care of in terms 

of nourishment and hygiene, but 

on the other hand, she was raped. 

It gave me mixed emotions,” he 

said.

Another horror that Orey de-

tailed was the treatment of en-

slaved Africans who were consid-

ered aggressive or troublemakers.

“They were potential problems, 

so they were placed in a cell and 

left to die. You could still see 

scratch marks on the walls. They 

closed the door, so we could feel 

the heat. It was clear that space 

was not adequate. You can only 

imagine the bodies jammed in 

there,” he said.

And the stench remained Orey 

said, as if reliving the moment. 

“Imagine the urination, vomiting, 

menstrual cycles, and they were 

given food on top of all this. This 

is what created that stench. All 

these years, and it is still there. 

That kind of experience can create 

anger.”

Holloway and Orey both re-

membered that in the middle of 

the slave dungeons was a church.

“You are enslaving people. 

They are bound and packed up. 

It is unsanitary. They’re not fed 

well, and you’re going to go out 

and have church,” she said in dis-

belief.

The tears began for Holloway 

when the tour guide stated that for 

some of them, it was more than 

just a trip to Ghana. “It’s a pil-

grimage. For some of you, you’re 

the first in your family to step foot 
on these grounds since your an-

cestors left here,” Holloway said 

recalling the guide’s words.

“To think that there is a strong 

possibility that I could’ve had 

someone come through there. All 

that they endured; the pain, suf-

fering and humiliation began to 

weigh on me, and the tears came,” 

said Holloway.

While sadness and anger may 

have been very palpable for the 

group, joy and a sense of self was 

also apparent.

“I’m the first to do this. It was 
emotionally draining but empow-

ering as well,” Holloway said. 

“One of the profound things that 

I learned from the Ghana trip is 

that our history has been diluted 

and told from a perspective that 

does not resemble me. We have 

endured the passage, slavery and 

all of that, but I found that we are 

resilient people, and if we don’t 

define who we are, it’s left up to 
someone else to define who we 
are.”
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Johnson is using her computer science 
research to help people suffering from 
various diseases, but especially one that 
directly has impacted her family: COPD 
(chronic obstructive pulmonary disor-
der). PHOTO BY DR. OYINDAMOLA OLUWATIMI/
SPECIAL TO JSU

JSU STEM alum is first black woman to earn 
Ph.D. in computer science from Purdue University

JSU students go to Ghana, gain understanding of ‘Sankofa’

By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com

By Rachel James-Terry
jsumsnews.com

JSU students met with Ghanaians in a local village where the chief granted them permission to witness a 
traditional naming ceremony for a newborn girl. PHOTO SPECIAL TO JSU
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 Saturday, August 17, will 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
Hurricane Camille’s landfall 
in Mississippi. To remember 
those who lost their lives and 
to remember the impact Ca-
mille had on the state, Gover-
nor Bryant has declared this 
week as ‘Hurricane Camille 
50th Anniversary Week.’

In the nighttime hours of 
August 17, 1969, Camille 
made landfall in Mississippi 
near Waveland. The Cat-
egory 5 storm remains the 
second-strongest hurricane to 
ever make landfall in United 
States history, and its power 
was demonstrated as it made 
its trek across the state. The 
storm was responsible for 
143 deaths in Mississippi and 
caused more than $1 billion 
in damage. Nationwide, 256 
lives were lost.

“Mississippians should be 
aware that while the state is 
better prepared than ever to 
respond to a hurricane, it is 
imperative to take an active 
role in improving their abil-
ity to prepare for, survive and 
recover from the impacts of 

hurricanes by developing a 
family emergency plan, learn-
ing evacuation routes,” Bry-
ant said in his proclamation. 
“By promoting preparedness 
information about the dan-
gers to the public’s health and 
safety that hurricanes pose 
and helping with relief efforts 
when these powerful storms 
strike, we can reduce the loss 
of life and property and help 
our neighbors recover more 
quickly from their devastating 
effects.”

Camille not only had a last-
ing effect on the lives of those 
who lived in Mississippi, but 
it also infl uenced how hurri-
canes are monitored and cat-
egorized.

The storm led to the cre-
ation of the Saffi r-Simpson 
Hurricane Wind Scale. This 
scale rates storms from cat-
egories 1 to 5, with 74 mile 
per hour winds representing 
the lowest Category 1 storm, 
while any system with wind 
speeds greater than 157 mph is 
labeled a Category 5 storm. A 
re-analysis of Camille found 
wind speeds nearing 200 mph.

“Camille was a devastat-

ing hurricane that affected the 
lives of thousands of people 
with nearly 300 lives lost,” 
MEMA Executive Direc-
tor Greg Michel said. “But, 
through tragedy comes wis-
dom. We learned a lot from 
that tragedy and how to bet-
ter prepare for and survive 
the awesome power of mother 
nature.”

To this day, there are also 
three unidentifi ed storm vic-
tims. Saturday, MEMA and 
the Harrison County Emer-
gency Operations Center will 
honor those victims with a 
fl ower ceremony at Evergreen 
Cemetery in Gulfport. The 
ceremony will begin at 8:30 
a.m.

MEMA encourages all 
those living in the state to 
practice hurricane prepared-
ness. You can download 
MEMA’s 2019 Hurricane 
Preparedness Guide at http://
www.msema.org/wpcontent/
uploads/2019/05/2019-Hurri-
caneGuide-Website.pdf.

MEMA also encourages 
you to follow us on Twitter at 
@msema or ‘Like’ us on Face-
book.

Governor Bryant signs 
proclamation

for Hurricane Camille 
50th Anniversary Week
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The City of Vicksburg has 
received the 2019 Water Treat-
ment Plant of the Year Award 
from the American Water 
Works Association. Overall wa-
ter quality, plant improvements, 
energy effi ciency and regula-
tory conformance were cited as 
criteria for the selection. 

“Vicksburg residents are 
benefi ting from this adminis-
tration’s decision to contract 
out our water treatment op-
erations,” said Mayor George 
Flaggs Jr. “This recognition 
speaks volumes for the direc-
tion we’re headed in the City of 
Vicksburg.” 

The Board of Mayor and Al-

dermen hired ESG Operations, 
Inc. in 2016 to manage and op-
erate the city’s water treatment 
plant on Haining Road.

The plant has received a 
fi ve-star rating from the state 
Department of Health for the 
past three years and has been in 
100% compliance with all regu-
latory agencies. 

Due to the Harmful Algal 
Bloom on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast and the additional water 
contact warnings issued by the 
Mississippi Department of En-
vironmental Quality, Gover-
nor Phil Bryant may request an 
Economic Injury Declaration 
from the Small Business Ad-
ministration.

According to the SBA, an 
Economic Injury Declaration 
means a business is “unable 
to meet its obligations and to 
pay its ordinary and necessary 
operating expenses. EID loans 

provide the necessary working 
capital to help small business-
es survive until normal opera-
tions resume after a disaster.”

In order for the governor to 
request an EID, at least fi ve 
businesses in each of the pri-
mary counties have to show 
they have suffered a substan-
tial economic injury. Addition-
ally, the degree of economic 
injury must be so severe that 
fi nancial assistance at reason-
able rates and terms is not oth-
erwise available, creating the 
necessity for federal involve-
ment in the form of subsidized 

loans.
If you are a business owner 

and want to be included in this 
possible declaration, the prop-
er contact information for your 
county is listed below.

Hancock County: Maureen 
Anderson, 228 467-0172

Harrison County: Michelle 
Watts, 228 865-4002

Jackson County: Sonya 
Carter, 228 938-2850

More information about the 
Mississippi Beach Monitor-
ing Program is available at: 
http://opcgis.deq.state.ms.us/
beaches.

Vicksburg’s water treatment 
plant named best in Mississippi 

Gulf Coast businesses may 
be eligible for SBA Economic 

Injury Declaration loans
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The Mississippi Book Festival 
balloons its outreach to students 
for 2019 with U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
and children’s book author/illus-
trator Dav Pilkey set to engage 
thousands of students in down-
town Jackson the day before the 
Aug. 17 event.

Sotomayor, the fi rst Hispanic 
and fi rst Latina Supreme Court 
justice, is also a bestselling au-
thor whose memoir My Beloved 
World and its adaptations for 
young readers have inspired peo-
ple of all ages.

Pilkey, the award-winning and 
bestselling creator of the wildly 
popular Dog Man and Captain 
Underpants graphic novel series, 
launches his “Do Good” global 
tour in Jackson at the Mississippi 
Book Festival. Each student at-
tending Pilkey’s presentation  
Friday will receive a free copy of 
his newest book, Dog Man: For 
Whom the Ball Rolls, courtesy of 
the author and the festival.

Pilkey will be introduced by 
First Lady of Mississippi Debo-
rah Bryant before his three ap-
pearances.

“I’m honored to be invited to 
appear at this year’s Mississippi 
Book Festival. I’m so excited to 

be a part of this community-wide 
celebration of books promot-
ing the joy of reading. I’m very 
grateful for the people in Mis-
sissippi who are doing good ev-
eryday by getting books into the 
hands of readers and who make a 
positive impact in their commu-
nities,” said Pilkey.

Almost 6,000 metro area 
schoolchildren, elementary to 
high school, will be bused to 
downtown Jackson for multiple 
sessions with Sotomayor at Gal-
loway United Methodist Church 
and with Pilkey at Thalia Mara 
Hall (a book festival fi rst) on 
the eve of the fest. The total stu-
dent count more than triples the 
festival’s reach to schoolkids in 
previous years. Each student will 
take home a free book from these 
authors as a keepsake.

“Young readers grow into 
lifelong book lovers. It’s critical 
that we reach these bright young 
minds, ignite that spark and open 
the world to them,” said Holly 
Lange, Mississippi Book Festi-
val director.

This year’s fi fth anniversary 
book festival stretches earlier in 
the week and farther across the 
state, too, with community re-
ceptions and school visits with 
authors in the Mississippi Delta 

and on the Gulf Coast. 
Young adult and children’s au-

thors Kathi Appelt, Sarah Fran-
ces Hardy and Shalanda Stanley 
will make stops at an Aug. 15 
reception at the Cotton House 
Hotel in Cleveland and at Delta 
schools Aug. 16, leading up to 
the festival.

Young adult sensation Angie 
Thomas will mingle with fans 
and sign books at Pass Christian 
Books Aug. 15, and visit coast 
schools Aug. 16 before making 
her way to Jackson.

On Aug. 17, all will join a 
sparkling lineup of more than 
150 national, regional and state 
authors – Richard Ford, Joyce 
Carol Oates and Ann Patchett 
among them – in conversations, 
on panels and more at the Missis-
sippi Book Festival, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the State Capitol and sur-
rounding venues.

The free, family-friendly fes-
tival, celebrated as the South’s 
literary lawn party, amps up its 
kids’ appeal for 2019, too, with 
costumed character Daniel Tiger 
as well as Dog Man and Captain 
Underpants on hand, fun ac-
tivities, family storytelling and a 
swath of children’s book authors.

Find details and a full sched-
ule at msbookfestival.com. 

MS Book Festival 
triples student 

outreach this year

The Mississippi Link Newswire



A Saturday morn-

ing shooting ram-

page in El Paso, 

Texas August 3 took 

the lives of 22 peo-

ple, and seriously 

injured more than 

two dozen others. Reportedly, the 

alleged shooter wanted to kill as 

many Mexicans as he could. Armed 

with safety glasses, ear coverings 

and an assault-style rifl e, the shoot-
er entered a Walmart store during a 

back-to-school sale.

“Saturday’s attack on El Paso was 

an attack on the Mexican heritage 

of millions of Americans – and also 

part of a history of white suprema-

cist and nativist acts in Texas across 

three centuries,” wrote Hector To-

bar, in a recent New York Times 
op-ed. Tobar, an associate professor 

at the University of California at Ir-

vine is also a published author.

Later that day during evening 

hours and nearly 1,600 miles away 

in Dayton, Ohio, another gunman’s 

attack left 9 people dead and 27 

injured in that city’s Oregon dis-

trict. Like the Texas shooter, Ohio’s 

shooter was heavily armed but was 

shot by police before he could en-

ter a nightclub where he could have 

killed far more. The victims of this 

shooting refl ected the city’s diver-
sity and included blacks, latinos and 

whites.

Despite the shock of two unpro-

voked attacks, family and commu-

nity members in both cities must 

somehow cope through their grief 

while preparing funeral arrange-

ments. These two communities are 

also challenging governmental of-

fi cials at both the state and federal 
levels to take actions to prevent fur-

ther fatalities.

Nationally, a profusion of prayers 

and condolences from the nation 

together signaled that a tragic mo-

ment may yet be transformed into 

a groundswell movement that reck-

ons with the American conscience. 

The profusion of assault weapons 

combined with easy access is a grip-

ping issue that confronts us all.

In response to these and other 

tragedies, a diverse coalition of 

leaders held a noon rally August 

6 in the nation’s capital. In a joint 

statement, the Leadership Confer-

ence for Civil and Human Rights 

was joined by key partners includ-

ing but not limited to the NAACP 

Legal Defense Fund, Voto Latino, 

the Center for Community Self-

Help and the Center for Responsible 

Lending.

“None of this is acceptable,” said 

the leaders in a written statement. 

“None of this is normal. Our orga-

nizations are united in saying that 

members of Congress can no longer 

look away as communities of color 

are murdered with impunity. We 

must all unite and demand account-

ability.”

The NAACP and the National Ur-

ban League additionally called for 

the passage of the bipartisan Back-

ground Checks Act of 2019. Passed 

on a bipartisan House vote of 240-

190 February 27, the bill has yet to 

be taken up by the Senate. It would 

address both background check re-

quirements for fi rearms and fi rearm 
transfers between private individu-

als.

Beyond congressional actions, 

however, other spheres of infl u-
ence can also take an active role 

in curbing violence. For example, 

corporate leaders could publicly 

condemn efforts to demonize im-

migrants, people of color or other 

groups targeted for hate crimes and 

violence. In pulpits across the coun-

try, pastors should preach about the 

moral dilemma the nation faces and 

call upon congregants to live their 

faith every day. Community-based 

organizations can call upon state 

and local offi cials to also speak out 
against senseless acts of violence 

and white supremacists.

Now is also a time to remember 

that regardless of race or ethnicity, 

our history chronicles the range of 

hate crimes that have taken the lives 

of Latinos as well as Native Ameri-

cans, blacks, Jews, and the LGBTQ 

community. The terror now facing 

America’s Latinos resurrects these 

horrors, particularly how blacks 

encountered racial hatred for more 

than a century during Jim Crow 

era and later during the civil rights 

struggles of the 1950s and 1960s.

Too many times in recent years, 

we remain at risk as a people. In 

1998 the body of James Byrd, a 

black, 49-year old Jasper, Texas 

man was ripped to pieces as he 

was drug over a mile and a half 

by whites driving a pick-up truck. 

Other and more recent heinous hate 

crimes remind us of Trayvon Mar-

tin, Michael Brown, Eric Garner 

and Tamir Rice – just to name a few.

According to Rutgers University, 

black men today are 2.5 times more 

likely than white men to be victims 

of violence. From 2013 to 2017, 

11,456 fatal encounters with police 

and members of the public were re-

ported.

At the same time, the emergence 

of hate groups has been on the rise, 

according to the Southern Poverty 

Law Center (SPLC).

“The total number of hate groups 

rose to 1,020 in 2018, up about 7 

percent from 2017,” wrote Heidi 

Beirich, who leads SPLC’s Intel-

ligence Project and its award-win-

ning publication, The Intelligence 

Report.

Its report released this February 

found that white nationalist groups 

grew from 100 in 2017 to 148 

the following year, 2018 – a 50% 

growth. Other hate groups – anti-

Semitic, anti-LGBTQ, and anti-

Muslim – also grew during these 

same years from 233 to 264. While 

the Ku Klux Klan dominated hate 

groups in the Jim Crow and civil 

rights eras, its presence across the 

country now appears to have been 

eclipsed by the growth of neo-Na-

zis, white nationalists and skin head 

organizations.

SPLC’s Hate Map by State shows 

that the largest number of statewide 

hate groups are located in Califor-

nia (83), Florida (75), and Texas 

(73). At the local level, additional 

hate organizations currently oper-

ate in Dallas, Los Angeles, San Di-

ego, and Tallahassee. Beyond these 

three states, hate groups can also be 

found in 45 other states and in more 

metropolitan areas such as Atlanta, 

Chicago, New York City, Sacra-

mento, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.

Just as the assassination of Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. prompted 

the enactment of major civil rights 

legislation, now is another time for 

our nation to stand up to the many 

forms of domestic terrorism that 

plague the nation. People of con-

science and principle have a duty to 

stand up, speak out for the fullness 

of our “inalienable rights.”

Charlene Crowell is the Center 
for Responsible Lending’s deputy 
communications director. She can 
be reached at Charlene.crowell@
responsiblelending.org.

A coalition of racial justice and civil 

rights organizations, based in Charlot-

tesville, Va., has launched a campaign 

to force Twitter to respond to wide-

spread concerns that Twitter allows 

white supremacists to fl ourish on its 
platform.

The Change the Terms Coalition was 

deliberate in timing the launch on the 

eve of the second anniversary of the 

Unite the Right rally in Charlottes-

ville that led to the murder of activist 

Heather Heyer August 12, 2017. The 

32-year-old paralegal civil rights activ-

ist, was struck and killed by 22-year-

old James Fields, a Neo-Nazi white su-

premacist who drove a car into a crowd 

of counter-protesters. Fields is serving 

a life sentence plus 419 years for the 

murder.

The announcement also comes on 

the heels of two mass shootings that 

killed at least 31 people in El Paso, 

Texas and Dayton, Ohio August 3 and 

4 respectively. The massacres have ex-

acerbated the group’s concerns about 

racially motivated attacks fueled by 

infl ammatory online hate. They say 
President Donald Trump is fueling 

the violence and called for an uprising 

against it.

“Donald Trump has legitimized vio-

lence and it’s time for people to stand 

up,” said Jessica J. González, co-

founder of Change the Terms and vice 

president of Strategy and Senior Coun-

sel at Free Press.

The coalition, which held a press 

conference by phone August 7, is de-

manding that Twitter ban white su-

premacists and adopt model corporate 

policies.

“White supremacists fundraise, re-

cruit and normalize the murder of 

marginalized people,” said González. 

“We’ve been working with Big Tech 

to accept our demands. But Twitter is 

slow to change. It’s the only platform 

that has failed to commit to banning 

white supremacists. David Duke, a for-

mer grand wizard of the KKK, is one 

there as is Richard Spencer and key 

organizers.”

Spencer is a widely known neo-Nazi 

and president of the National Policy 

Institute, a White Supremacist Think 

Tank. Spencer was the leader of the 

torch-lit march in Charlottesville the 

evening before the death of Heather 

Heyer.

The Change the Terms Coalition 

includes more than 55 human-rights, 

civil-rights and digital-rights groups. 

They include Free Press, the Southern 

Poverty Law Center, the Center for 

American Progress, Color of Change, 

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 

Under Law, MediaJustice, Muslim Ad-

vocates and the National Hispanic Me-

dia Coalition.

It has called on Twitter and other 

online companies to develop more 

comprehensive policies to disrupt hate 

and racism on their platforms and has 

also urged these platforms to adopt the 

model corporate policies that Change 

the Terms has developed.

“When Twitter gives well-known 

white supremacists a platform, even 

after they have been deemed too ex-

treme by Facebook and YouTube, their 

company becomes complicit in nor-

malizing racism and the hateful acts 

inspired by it,” said González, vice 

president of strategy and senior coun-

sel at Free Press and co-founder of 

Change the Terms. “Twitter must tell 

white supremacists they cannot rely on 

the platform to espouse harmful rheto-

ric, intimidate and plan more attacks.”

Brandi Collins-Dexter, senior cam-

paign director of Color of Change, 

agreed.

“From Charlottesville two years 

ago to El Paso this week, we’ve seen 

the tragic outcomes of white national-

ism spreading on Twitter, made even 

more dangerous every time Trump is 

allowed to tweet his bigoted rhetoric,” 

she said. “White nationalists use Twit-

ter every day to harass black people 

and users from marginalized commu-

nities, to build power and organiza-

tional strength, and to amplify violent 

ideologies in this country. It’s time for 

Jack Dorsey and Twitter’s leadership 

to get over their fear of conservative 

backlash and fully stamp out discrimi-

nation on the platform. Our civil rights 

should not be negotiable.”

Avis Jones-DeWeever, president of 

the diversity consultant fi rm, Incite Un-
limited, cites statistics which illustrate 

the danger white extremism poses:

According to the most recent FBI 

data, the number of hate crimes in 

America has increased three years in a 

row, jumping about 17 percent in one 

year alone.

The number of white supremacist 

groups in America has soared 30 per-

cent in the last four years.

White supremacists account for 

nearly three out of four murderous ter-

rorist acts in the U.S.

Counties that hosted a Trump rally 

during his run for president in 2016 

have subsequently experienced a 226 

percent jump in hate crimes.

“It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to 

see the correlation between the politi-

cal rise of Trump (his campaign run in 

the primaries, the general election and 

his time in offi ce), his specifi c policy 
negligence around white terrorism, the 

white supremacist language he infuses 

in his rhetoric on a daily basis, and the 

rise in white nationalist violence that 

has ensued,” Jones-DeWeever said. 

“When we refuse to speak this truth, 

we fuel white terrorism. We not only 

allow it to exist, we also allow it to 

thrive.”

González, who moderated the Au-

gust 7 conference call, said Twitter is 

a space that allows key white national-

ist infl uencers to operate. Reportedly, 
there are at least 100,000 verifi ed ac-
counts of racists and white extremists 

who are sophisticated and organized.

“There are 173,000 tweets, 4,000 per 

white supremacist account and twitter 

has not removed them,” González said. 

“Twitter talks a good game while vile, 

racist extremists continue to spew hate. 

Latinos have been targeted because of 

Donald Trump. People are scared to go 

to school, grocery store, other places 

because of the color of our skins.”

González said Latino communities 

including where she lives have been 

profoundly affected by the shooting in 

El Paso. Patrick Crusius, a 21-year-old 

white man drove more than six hours 

from Dallas to El Paso “to kill Mexi-

cans.”

González said fear has increased ex-

ponentially among her friends, family 

and neighbors and in Latino communi-

ties since the killer, who admitted that 

he is an anti-immigrant white nation-

alist and Trump supporter, opened fi re 
in a Walmart, killing 22 people and 

wounding dozens of others.

The coalition notes that a range of 

Unite the Right organizers and asso-

ciated white-nationalist infl uencers 
continue to benefi t from their presence 
on Twitter. This includes key rally or-

ganizers like Richard Spencer, Evan 

McLaren and Tony Hovater; so-called 

alt-right podcasters and YouTubers 

who broadcast live from the rally like 

Faith Goldy and Mike Peinovich; and 

fi gureheads of hate like former KKK 
Grand Wizard David Duke, who at-

tended and broadcast from the deadly 

rally, and continue to enjoy unfettered 

use of their Twitter accounts.

Twitter, for its part, released a 

statement last week saying that it is 

researching whether white suprema-

cists should be banned or allowed to 

continue operating on its platform. 

Vijaya Gadde, Twitter’s head of trust 

and safety, legal and public policy said 

in published reports that the research 

aims to understand the effectiveness 

of both removing such individuals, as 

well as allowing them to remain online 

to be debated by others.

Gadde said in an interview with 

Motherboard that Twitter is work-

ing with academics to see if it can be 

confi rmed that “counter-speech and 
conversation are a force for good” and 

“can act as a basis for de-radicaliza-

tion,” which is Twitter’s current posi-

tion. She also added that Twitter has 

seen evidence on other platforms that 

radical viewpoints can change through 

an exchange of ideas.

“We’re working with them specifi -
cally on white nationalism and white 

supremacy and radicalization online 

and understanding the drivers of those 

things,” Gadde said in the Mother-

board interview. “What role can a plat-

form like Twitter play in either making 

that worse or making that better?”

A Twitter spokesman wrote The 

Daily Dot saying: “We’ve made great 

strides in creating stronger policies 

against hateful conduct, violent ex-

tremist groups and violent threats on 

Twitter. We will always have more to 

do, and collaboration with outside re-

searchers is critical to helping us effec-

tively address issues like radicalization 

in all its forms.”

But the coalition contends Twitter’s 

response is nowhere near close enough.

“Twitter has some responsibility for 

that. Black and brown communities 

here and globally are under attack,” 

said Don Gathers, co-founder of the 

Charlottesville chapter of Black Lives 

Matter. “The person who shall not be 

named has enabled others. It all spews 

from the same ideology. He has to 

stand up and speak forcefully. If he’s 

not willing to do so, we must. As a 

social platform, Twitter has not taken 

responsibility. What they’re allowing 

is not all speech is free, much of it is 

hate. Intimidation and bullying can’t 

be allowed. They cannot be allowed to 

use the cloak and cover of anonymity. 

We’re calling on Twitter to denounce 

that … We just have to say enough.”

Gathers, former chair of Charlot-

tesville’s Blue Ribbon Commission on 

Race, Memorials and Public Spaces, 

said Charlottesville is still reeling from 

march and rally fallout.

“The deadly Unite the Right rally 

was planned on social media, and our 

community is still feeling the profound 

impact of that violence today,” he said. 

“We’re still reeling from [that] fateful 

day and fateful actions. Whole com-

munities are still living in fear. It’s 

time these companies used their terms 

of service to keep white supremacists 

off Twitter and reduce the hate that 

leads to tragedy.”
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American fl ag at half staff over the White House last week in mourning for at least 31 
massacre victims. As President Trump said he condemned White supremacy and rac-
ism, observers say he fuels it. PHOTO: THE WHITE HOUSE
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A national crisis: 
Surging hate crimes

and white supremacists

Coalition pressuring 
Twitter to shut down White 

Supremacist accounts 

 By Charlene Crowell 
NNPA News Wire Columnist

 By Barrington M. Salmon
TriceEdneyWire.com



Love does not 

work any ill to 

his neighbor.  

God’s Word tells 

us just how to 

deal with things.  

If you brother 

sins against you, you are to 

go to him. You are in the nar-

row way, so go to him and him 

alone and tell him. Then, if he 

does not hear you, you are to 

get two or three witnesses.

The reason he said to get two 

or three was not so you would 

have more people to condemn 

the person. Maybe someone 

else would have more favor 

with him than you have with 

him. The two or three wit-

nesses are there to help. Your 

objective is to bring him back 

to God, not to down him.

The Bible states in Galatians 

6:1, “Brethren, if a man be 

overtaken in a fault, ye which 

are spiritual, restore such an 

one in the spirit of meekness; 

considering thyself, lest thou 

also be tempted.” We must fol-

low the Word of God, not the 

fl esh.
There is no room in the Word 

of God for hating anyone. There 

is not even room in the Word of 

God for folks falling out with 

each other because one does 

not believe as the other one. We 

should seek to help the other 

person.

My heart’s desire is to see 

God’s people be together. God 

raised us up together and made 

us sit together in heavenly plac-

es in Christ Jesus. If we ever get 

to Heaven, we must be together.

Paul said in Romans 10:1-

3 these words: “Brethren, my 

heart’s desire and prayer to God 

for Israel is that they might be 

saved. For I bear them record 

that they have a zeal of God, 

but not according to knowl-

edge. For they being ignorant 

of God’s righteousness, and go-

ing about to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submit-

ted themselves unto the righ-

teousness of God.” Christ is the 

righteousness of God. Without 

Christ, we can do nothing be-

cause all power in Heaven and 

earth is in His hands.

I thank God for the saints of 

God. I like the song that says, “I 

am one of them today.”

No other people on earth are 

like the saints of God. We are a 

peculiar people. We do not act 

as people of the world. We do 

not lie and cheat one another. 

Saints, when God worked a 

work in us, He did something 

marvelous for us.

Salvation will work just as 

the Bible says.  Second Corin-

thians 5:17 tells us, “Therefore 

if any man be in Christ, he is 

a new creature:  old things are 

passed away; behold, all things 

are become new.” God has 

His people as ambassadors of 

Christ to show a lost and dying 

world the right way.

In Matthew 5:13 Jesus told 

His disciples, “Ye are the salt 

of the earth: but if the salt have 

lost his savor, wherewith shall it 

be salted? It is thenceforth good 

for nothing, but to be cast out, 

and to be trodden under foot 

of men.” If we get to the place 

where we cannot be a blessing, 

we are like the salt that has lost 

its savor, or saltiness.

What good is salt if it is no 

longer salty? If salt is not salty, 

we may still have the salt shak-

er, and we can shake it all we 

want, but it is not salty any-

more. That is the way it is if we 

have lost our Christian experi-

ence.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind.

 www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 11AUGUST 15, 2019

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750    

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

We must follow 
the Word of God

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

A few years 

ago, I had one of 

my most chal-

lenging experi-

ences with my 

natural vision. 

What started out 

as a normal day for me ended 

with me having a splitting head-

ache and blurred vision. It started 

when I thought I might have had 

my contact lenses in the wrong 

eyes so I switched them. But my 

vision seemed to get worse so I 

switched them back. Also, I did 

all that I could over the next three 

days to clean them…but there 

didn’t seem to be a strong enough 

solution to remove what looked 

like a cloudy layer on the lenses.

I reluctantly made an appoint-

ment with the eye doctor dread-

ing having to buy another pair of 

contact lenses. I prayed for God 

to supernaturally heal my eyes on 

the way to the doctor’s offi ce but 
God obviously had a more impor-

tant lesson for me.

The doctor was able to clean the 

lenses and remove most of what 

had clouded them. He stated that 

part of my physical discomfort 

was the fact that I was right eye 

dominant…and it was my right 

eye’s contact lenses that was the 

most blurred. The weaker left eye 

was trying to overcompensate for 

the temporary weakness of the 

right one. 

He further explained that his 

great “top-secret” solution that 

cleansed my contact lens included 

baking soda. He carefully ex-

plained all that he did and recom-

mended that I do the same thing to 

clean my contact lenses in the fu-

ture. It is amazing how something 

as simple as baking soda seems to 

be the solution to everything.

Later that day, I did what he 

said and marveled at the quick 

improvement to my eyesight. It 

was still a little fuzzy, but my 

headache was gone. I thought to 

myself, how interesting that even 

though it was the weakest, my left 

eye was over compensating for 

the temporary weakness of the 

stronger right eye. 

I also thought how that fi ght 
between my eyes to give me clear 

vision was similar to our battles 

with faith. We don’t have enough 

faith that God will do something 

and we over compensate by tak-

ing matters into our own hands. 

We think we are doing the right 

thing, but in the end we cause an 

imbalance of faith. We say we 

have limitless faith….but our ac-

tions show that we actually have 

limited faith. Sometimes we 

also make the mistake of putting 

our faith in the wrong people or 

things. 

2 Corinthians 4:18 says, “While 

we do not look at the things which 

are seen but at the things which 

are not seen. For the things which 

are seen are temporary but the 

things that are not seen are eter-

nal.”

Faith, like that dirty contact 

lens, is what we see the world 

through. If our faith is blurred, 

cloudy, distorted or obscured, we 

make poor decisions because we 

have poor sight. Like that dam-

aged lens, we have to admit that 

our faith was shaken and replace 

our faithless eyes with the faithful 

eyes of God. 

Shewanda Riley is a Fort 
Worth, Texas based author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose After a Relation-
ship Ends” and “Writing to the 
Beat of God’s Heart: A Book of 
Prayers for Writers.” Email pre-
servedbypurpose@gmail.com or 
follow her on Twitter @shewan-
da.

Living above 
see level

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist



“Oppress ive 
language does 
more than repre-
sent violence; it 
is violence; does 
more than repre-
sent the limits of 

knowledge; it limits knowledge. 
Whether it is obscuring state 
language or the faux-language 
of mindless media; whether it 
is the proud but calcifi ed lan-
guage of the academy or the 
commodity driven language of 
science; whether it is the ma-
lign language of law-without-
ethics, or language designed for 
the estrangement of minorities, 
hiding its racist plunder in its 
literary cheek – it must be re-
jected, altered and exposed. It is 
the language that drinks blood, 
laps vulnerabilities, tucks its 
fascist boots under crinolines of 
respectability and patriotism as 
it moves relentlessly toward the 
bottom line and the bottomed-
out mind.” – Toni Morrison, 
Nobel Lecture, 1993 

A few years after being 
awarded the Nobel Prize for 
literature, for a body of work 
known for centering the Black 
American experience, Toni 
Morrison was asked by a white 
reporter when she would “in-
corporate white lives” into her 
books “in a substantial way.”

“You can’t understand how 
powerfully racist that question 
is, can you?” she asked. “You 
could never ask a white author, 
‘When are you going to write 
about black people?’ Whether 

he did or not, or she did or not. 
Even the inquiry comes from a 
position of being in the center.” 

Morrison likened herself to a 
Russian author, writing in Rus-
sian, about Russia. “The fact that 
it gets translated and read by oth-
er people is a benefi t, it’s a plus. 
but he’s not obliged to ever con-
sider writing about French peo-
ple or Americans or anybody.”

Morrison’s death this week, 
at the age of 88, is a loss not 
only to the literary world, but 
to the cause of racial justice and 
civil rights. And it comes at a 
time when her unique voice is 
especially relevant.

Shortly after the election of 
Donald Trump in 2016, she 
published an essay entitled 
“Make America White Again,” 
in which she argued that white 
America’s loss of “the convic-
tion of their natural superiority” 
had led to its debasement. The 
slaughter of unarmed men and 

women of color at the hands of 
police and racially-motivated 
mass murder, the bombing of 
black churches – and white 
America’s apparent tolerance 
for all of it – she asserted, were 
part of the death knell of white 
superiority. 

“If it weren’t so ignorant and 
pitiful, one could mourn this 
collapse of dignity in service to 
an evil cause,” she wrote. It is 
telling that what the interviewer 
noticed most about Morrison’s 
work was the absence of white 
characters; white privilege can 
be like air or light, notable only 
when it is absent. And according 
to Morrison, white voters were 
beginning to feel it ebb away.

“Toni Morrison” may have 
been as much a creation as her 
novels; she said she regretted 
using the nickname, derived 
from her chosen confi rmation 
name, Anthony, and always 
thought of as Chloe, her given 

name. She grew up in the in-
tegrated town of Lorain, Ohio, 
and was disillusioned by what 
she saw as rampant colorism 
when she arrived at Howard 
University in 1949. Unlike 
classmates who had grown up 
in the south, she experienced le-
gal segregation for the fi rst time 
in Washington, D.C., but could 
not believe it was real. 

“I think it’s a theatrical 
thing,” she told the New York 
Times. “I always felt that every-
thing else was the theater. They 
didn’t really mean that. How 
could they? It was too stupid.” 

When Morrison won the No-
bel Prize for Literature in 1993, 
it had been more than 30 years 
since an American-born author 
had won, but her status as the 
fi rst black woman honored over-
shadowed her Americanness.

And while she had com-
plained that her work was more 
likely to be taught in women’s 
studies or African-American 
Studies classes than in English 
classes, she hoped her work “fi t 
fi rst into African-American tra-
ditions and, second of all, this 
whole thing called literature.”

Today, even high-school stu-
dents across the country are 
familiar with her work, reading 
her alongside Nathanial Haw-
thorne and Mark Twain. She has 
staked out the African-Amer-
ican experience as part of the 
broader American experience. 

As politicians seek to divide 
us and racial violence swirls 
around us, it is this lesson – 
that Black America is America, 
that we must keep fi rmly in our 
hearts.
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The US House 
of Representa-
tives passed the 
Securing Amer-
ica’s Fair Elec-
tions (SAFE) 
Act in June by 

a nearly totally partisan vote 
of 225-184 in late June. Only 
one Republican voted for leg-
islation that would mandate 
paper ballots, increase election 
security and create safeguards 
to prevent foreign interference 
in our elections. Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY) opposes the legislation 
and won’t even allow it to be 
introduced or voted on in the 
Senate.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA) was eloquently angry 
when she raised a series of 
questions, “I just would really 
like to know from my Republi-
can friends, what’s wrong with 
replacing outdated, vulnerable 
voting equipment? What is 
wrong with requiring paper bal-
lot voting systems to ensure the 
integrity of our elections? What 
is wrong with enacting strong 
cybersecurity requirements for 
elections technology vendors 
and voting systems? We must 
be relentless in the defense of 
our democracy, fi ghting on all 
fronts to keep America safe.”

Republicans don’t seem to 

want to defend democracy, 
though. They simply want to 
win. And McConnell, who be-
haves like the 45th President’s 
handmaiden, has abandoned 
his duty as Senate leader in fa-
vor of partisan shenanigans. 

When former special coun-
sel Robert Mueller III testifi ed 
that Russian election interfer-
ence was happening even as he 
testifi ed, too many Republicans 
chose to ignore his warning be-
cause it does not serve them. 
McConnell is among those who 
seem to hope that Russian in-
terference aids Republicans 
and perhaps ensures the reelec-
tion of the most odious human 
being ever to occupy the Oval 
Offi ce.

Meanwhile, people are or-
ganizing and attempting to 
overcome interference by mo-
bilizing the Democratic base of 
voters. Barbara Arnwine, who 
founded and leads the Trans-
formative Justice Coalition 
(www.tjcoalition.org) gathered 
dozens of activists to partici-
pate in a day-long strategy ses-
sion on voting rights August 7, 
fi fty-four years after the Voting 
Rights Act was passed in 1965.

Arnwine’s organization is 
among the many planning to 
ensure both voter turnout and 
election fairness in the upcom-
ing elections. With so many fo-
cused on the 2020 election, and 
appropriately so, it is essential 

to note that 2019 elections are 
also signifi cant. Kentucky, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi will 
elect governors, New Jersey, 
and Virginia are among those 
who will elect state legislators, 
and some cities will elect may-
ors.

Activists can use these elec-
tions to test our broken system, 
and as practice, perhaps for 
2020. But activists must also 
be clear that Republicans don’t 
seem to want fair elections. If 
they did, McConnell would 
schedule a vote on the SAFE 
Act, which provides dollars for 
better, safer voting technology.

Both houses of Congress are 
on recess this August month, 
and won’t reconvene until af-
ter Labor Day. Most members 
of Congress will say that they 
aren’t taking a six-week va-
cation because they are also 
working in their districts. Citi-
zens need to meet with them, 
organize town hall meetings, 
and get input from those recal-
citrant Republicans (all of the 
Democrats voted for the SAFE 
Act) on why they eschew fair 
elections.

Some of them use a “state’s 
right” argument, suggesting 
that states can manage their 
own elections on their own 
terms. African Americans un-
derstand states’ rights all too 
well. States’ rights made it nec-
essary for our nation to pass a 

Voting Rights Act, despite the 
guarantees included in the 13th, 
14th and 15th Amendments. 
The question to ask is the ques-
tions Pelosi asked when the 
legislation came up for a vote  
June 27. What’s wrong with 
election fairness?

It is indisputable that Russia 
interfered in the 2016 elections 
to aid the 45th President. It is 
undeniable that millions of vot-
ers have been purged from the 
polls since 2016 with Secretar-
ies of State eager to infl uence 
elections, as they did in both 
Georgia and Florida in 2018. It 
is indisputable that while Flor-
ida voters attempted to restore 
votes to former felons, the leg-
islature undermined that vote 
by requiring people to pay all 
fi nes and fees before they are 
allowed to vote.

If the Congressional vote on 
the SAFE Act is any indication, 
Republicans don’t want elec-
tion fairness. They want to win 
by whatever means necessary. 
We’ve invaded foreign coun-
tries to “ensure democracy,” 
but our Congress does not have 
the decency to ensure democ-
racy at home.

Since the government won’t 
do its work, civil society orga-
nizations will have to.

Kudos to Barbara Arnwine 
and the Transformative Justice 
Coalition for their work on vot-
er fairness.

After watch-
ing and read-
ing about the 
highlights of 
the Democratic 
Party “de-
bates,” I am 

convinced that the Democrats, 
at least those on the debate 
stages, really don’t believe 
that Number 45 (aka Donald J. 
Trump) is a threat to vital in-
terests of this country. If they 
truly believe what they con-
sistently say and write, they 
wouldn’t have provided Num-
ber 45 and his Trumpettes 
with a basket full of political 
gifts to use against their even-
tual candidate for the presi-
dency. Instead they came off, 
at least to me, as me, myself 
and I narcissists, striving for 
personal attention and future 
big-time positions in the cor-
porate, academic or political 
arenas. There is also the possi-
bility of book contracts or jobs 
as television commentators.

The belief of most of them 
seem to be that most voters in 
the country live in urban ar-
eas such as Washington, D.C., 
Manhattan, New York City, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Boston, Philadelphia etc. 
Number 45 knows betters. He 
practically never campaigns 
in the large urban centers. In-
stead he focuses on the major-
ity of the white population in 
the country who share his ba-
sic beliefs. Beliefs that white 
males haves some kind of di-
vine right to be the dominant 
force in national and inter-
national affairs, that the only 
immigrants who should be 
allowed to enter and become 

citizens of the U.S. should be 
ones from places like Norway, 
that black folks should be 
grateful that they were rescued 
from “shithole” countries in 
Africa, that intelligent, strong-
willed women are a pain in the 
you know what, that it would 
be blasphemous to put a photo 
of Harriet Tubman on the $20 
bill, and that Dr. Ben Carson 
is the ideal colored man. And 
on and on.

The 20 democrats on those 
debate stages and most of the 
American print and broadcast 
media, progressive and con-
servative, consistently roman-
ticize the white American vot-
ing public as being basically 
fi rm proponents of justice and 
equality for all citizens of the 
U.S.

Again Number 45 knows 
better. He and those around 
him are well aware that 
throughout this country’s 
history, millions of middle 
income and working class 
whites have voted for their 
racial biases over their eco-
nomic interests.

Most of the debaters know 
damn well that they have ab-
solutely no chance of being 
elected president of the U.S. 
in 2020 or any other year. Yet 
instead of using their time, en-
ergy and resources to defeat a 
con man who they insist is a 
dire threat to all that they be-
lieve in, they will probably 
continue playing their me, 
myself and I games. History 
will judge them harshly.

Finally, a serious Demo-
cratic Party would choose Joe 
Biden as its candidate if he 
makes a public oath to serve 
only one term as a transition 
to the next generation.

Democrats’ 
political gifts 
to Number 45
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The passing of Toni 
Morrison: A loss for the 

racial justice community
as well as the literary world

Who cares about fair elections?

Morrison

 By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League

 By A. Peter Bailey
TriceEdneyWire.com

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist



Miss Mississippi Mary 
Margaret Hyer has a message 
for her state, one that could 
impact anyone needing an or-
gan transplant.

“Thirty-three percent of 
people here are registered as 
organ donors, but only about 
1 in 1,000 die in a way that 
they can have their organs re-
covered,” Hyer said. “Only a 
small number will go on to be 
donors. That makes me more 
passionate about getting peo-
ple registered.”

That little-known fact, 
gleaned from conversations 
with staff at the Mississippi 
Organ Recovery Agency, and 
her personal experiences give 
Hyer the determination to car-
ry out her pageant platform of 
organ and tissue donation.

Crowned June 22, the Hat-
tiesburg resident and 2018 
University of Mississippi 
graduate will spend the next 
year advocating for donation 
and educating those she meets 
on how to give the gift of life.

On Thursday, she toured 
the University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center’s trans-
plant services, meeting with 
surgeons, nurses, transplant 
coordinators and other mem-
bers of the health care teams 
who treat patients undergo-
ing heart, liver, kidney and 
pancreas transplants. UMMC 
has the state’s sole transplant 
program, along with the only 
bone marrow transplant unit.

Hyer talked transplant 
numbers with Dr. Christopher 
Anderson, professor and chair 
of the Department of Surgery. 
Anderson leads the depart-
ment’s Division of Transplant 
and Hepatobiliary Surgery.

“As a group, we did 200 
organ transplants last year,” 
Anderson said. “That puts us 
as a pretty busy center.

“I’m glad you’re waving 
the fl ag,” he told her.

Hyer spent time with a 
number of patients who are on 
a waiting list for a transplant, 
telling her story and listening 
to theirs. In 2010, Hyer said, 
her grandmother went to a 
routine doctor’s appointment 
and was surprised to fi nd out 
she was in kidney failure.

“We were lucky that before 
she got to the point of having 
dialysis, my mom came back 
as a perfect match,” Hyer 

said of the 2012 transplant 
between Margaret McCollum 
Hyer and her mother, Bobbie 
McCollum. Bobbie McCol-
lum died of cancer in 2014, 

but with a perfectly healthy 
kidney.

When she needed to choose 
a platform as she began com-
peting in preliminary pag-

eants for the state title, “it was 
an easy decision,” Hyer said. 
“There was nothing in my life 
that had affected me like the 
transplant did, and there are 

so many people who weren’t 
as lucky as we are.”

Her platform is entitled 
“Advocate, Celebrate, Do-
nate: Decreasing the Donor 
Organ Defi ciency.”

Dan Dyess of Columbia 
said he’s had a blessed life – 
and realized just how blessed 
it had been when he found out 
he needed a liver transplant.

“I’ve been an organ donor 
since I was a teenage kid,” he 
told Hyer. “I always had it on 
my mind. I never thought I 
would need an organ myself.”

Hyer chatted easily with 
Dyess, quickly zeroing in on 
one of his passions.

“I’m a diehard Rebel fan,” 
he told her.

“Well, Hotty Toddy!” she 
answered.

Also on a waitlist was 
29-year-old Ashley Kaplar 
of Belmont. “Thank you for 
letting me stop by, and good 
luck!” Hyer told her.

“That was amazing” Ka-
plar, who needed a kidney 
and pancreas, said of meeting 
her fi rst Miss Mississippi. “It 
helps a lot, just knowing that 
her mom helped her grand-
mother.”

During her year-long reign, 
Hyer will work toward her 
goal of 50 percent of Missis-
sippians signing up as organ 
donors through MORA. She 
plans to promote her platform 
in communities she visits, 
sharing stories of those who 
received transplants and those 
generous enough to donate a 
loved one’s organs or tissues.

Between college gradua-
tion and her crowning, she 
worked as a consultant for her 
sorority, Phi Mu, and educat-
ed hundreds of young women 
on the shortage of available 
organs.

“I was a full-time trav-
eler. Every fi ve days, I was 
on an airplane going to visit 
college-aged women who are 
old enough to register to be a 
donor,” she said. “I got to take 
my platform nationwide and 
expand it from Mississippi.

“People aren’t opposed 
to becoming a donor,” said 
Hyer, who plans to attend law 
school next year. “They just 
don’t realize they aren’t one, 
or they haven’t thought about 
it. I’ve been very successful 
in increasing donor registra-
tion just by talking about it.”

The Mississippi Organ Recovery 
Agency (MORA) recognized Forrest 
General Hospital at the 6th Annual 
Spero Awards July 25 at the Hilton 
Jackson. The hospital was honoured 
as one of the hospital partners work-
ing with MORA to save lives and 
promote organ, eye and tissue dona-
tion.

“Forrest General Hospital’s staff 
always goes above and beyond to 
ensure that the families they serve 
are given the opportunity to make a 
decision in regards to donation. The 
awards presented to Forrest General 
Hospital are a true reflection of the 
dedication, the professionalism, and 
the heart of caring that is Forrest 
General Hospital and its staff. The 
commitment and partnership between 
Forrest General Hospital and MORA 
continues to grow stronger due to the 
desire to help the citizens and com-
munities in the Hattiesburg area,” 
said Joel Stevens, Hospital Devel-
opment Coordinator/Board Certified 
Procurement Transplant Coordinator 

(CPTC).
Forrest General received the fol-

lowing 2019 Spero Awards:

• Advanced Practice Nurse or 
Nurse Manager of the Year

• Brad Pickering, CNP, Forrest 

General Hospital
• Physician Champion of the Year
Dr. Edward Pellerano, Forrest Gen-

eral Hospital
• Hospital Leadership of the Year 

Award
• Gladys Wolff, MBAHA, Forrest 

General Hospital
• Most Supportive Organ & Tissue 

Hospital.
Adrian Murry, a local donor mom, 

was chosen again as Volunteer of the 
Year. MORA also recognized Forrest 
General for participation in the Hos-
pitals for Hope campaign. Hospitals 
of Hope is an awareness campaign 
intended to increase registrations for 
organ, eye and tissue donation.

A total of 14 Spero Awards were 
presented to individuals and orga-
nizations from areas throughout the 
state as well as one Special Recogni-
tion Spero Award. The word “Spero” 
is Latin for “hope.” The title was 
chosen to reflect the hope that organ 
and tissue donation brings to those in 
need of a lifesaving organ or a life 
improving tissue transplant.

For more information about For-
rest General, visit forrestgeneral.
com.
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Miss Mississippi Mary Margaret Hyer shares her love of Ole Miss sports with Dan Dyess. The Colum-
bia resident is on a waiting list for a liver transplant.

Hyer chats with Ashley Kaplar of Belmont. Kaplar is on a kidney and pancreas waiting list.

Hyer discusses her organ and tissue donation platform with Dr. Chris Anderson, professor and chair 
of the Department of Surgery and an abdominal transplant surgeon.

Left to right: Kevin Stump, chief executive offi cer, MORA; Gladys Wolff, MBAHA, Forrest General Hospital; Brad Pickering, CNP, 
Forrest General Hospital; and Brandon Brazzel, ICU Manager

Miss Mississippi pairs organ donation 
platform with UMMC transplant program visit

Forrest General Hospital recognized
by MORA for partnership

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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The Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health (MSDH) reports 
two new human case of West Nile 
virus (WNV) for 2019, bringing 
the state total to fi ve this year. The 
new cases were reported in Forrest 
and Lamar counties. Three previ-
ous cases were reported in Smith, 
Hinds and Copiah counties in July.

In 2018, Mississippi had 50 
WNV cases and no deaths. The 
fi rst case was reported in mid-July.

“While most Mississippians are 
aware of the existence of West 
Nile virus, it’s easy to forget how 
dangerous it can be. We need to re-
member that we have WNV cases 
in Mississippi every year, and that 
everyone needs to act now to re-
duce their risk of infection regard-
less of where they live in the state.

Most cases occur from July 
through September,” said MSDH 
State Epidemiologist Dr. Paul 
Byers. “While most infected peo-
ple recover without any long-term 
problems, some develop a more 
severe infection that can lead to 
complications and even death – 
especially in those over 50 years 
of age.” 

Symptoms of WNV infection 
are often mild and may include fe-
ver, headache, nausea, vomiting, a 
rash, muscle weakness or swollen 
lymph nodes. In a small number 
of cases, infection can result in 
encephalitis or meningitis, which 
can lead to paralysis, coma and 
possibly death.

The MSDH suggests the follow-
ing precautions to protect yourself 
and your family from mosquito-
borne illnesses:

Use a mosquito repellent with 
an EPA-registered ingredient such 
as DEET while you are outdoors.

Remove all sources of standing 
water around your home and yard 
to prevent mosquito breeding.

Wear loose, light-colored, long 
clothing to cover the arms and 
legs when outdoors.

Avoid areas where mosquitoes 
are prevalent.

For more information on mos-
quito-borne illnesses, visit the 
MSDH website at HealthyMS.
com/westnile.

Follow MSDH by email and 
social media at HealthyMS.com/
connect.

West Nile 
Virus: Five 

human cases 
in Mississippi 
so far in 2019

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Office 
Space 
for Rent

(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Garrett 
Enterprises 

Building

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2019-19 District Benchmark and Formative Assessment Services

Sealed, written formal Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for the above RFP will 
be received by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in 
the Business Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) August 22, 2019, at which time and place 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all RFPs, to waive informalities, and to withhold 
the acceptance of any RFP if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the 
date RFPs are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge 
by emailing jewalker@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or 
documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS 
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

8/8/2019, 8/15/2019

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFPs
RFP 2019-20 Jackson Public School District Seek a Lead Partner for 

Pre-Kindergarten Intervention Program

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business 
Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. 
(Local Prevailing Time) August 28, 2019, at which time and place they will 
be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the 
acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date 
rfps are opened.  

Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge 
by emailing jewalker@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or 
documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS 
website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

8/15/2019, 8/22/2019

LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed and electronic bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds 
and Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 09/17/2019 , for:

RE: GS# 527-019 Eastwood Structural Repairs (EMER) 
 Mississippi Department of Information Technology Services
 RFx: 3160003083

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

Professional: Hardy and Associates/Architect, PLLC 
Address:     15260 Big John Road, Suite A
  Biloxi, Mississippi 39532
Phone:  228-215-1851
Email:                   marty@hardyarchitect.com

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive 
irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will 
not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Calvin R. Sibley, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

8/15/2019, 8/22/2019

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle will 
be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2010 CHEV CAM  VIN 2G1FB1EV8A9170489
Registered to Patricia A. Cox 
 Alley Financial, Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  August 30, 2019
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services; 
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and 
all bids. Time: 10:00 A.M.

8/8/2019, 8/15/2019, 8/22/2019
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 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
J & A FUEL STORES
3249 Medgar Evers  Blvd.
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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Thank you to the voters of 
Senate District 27. 

I look forward to hearing 
from you and continuing 
our work during the 2020 

Legislative Session.

Thank You
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You are the Big Kahuna. The 
boss, the one in charge, maker 
of decisions and teller of things 
to do. You’re the big cheese 
with all the responsibility and 
you ain’t bad at it. So how 
would you do if, as in the nov-
el, “The Tubman Command” by 
Elizabeth Cobbs, the very lives 
of soldiers, women and chil-
dren were in your hands?

On so many mornings, Har-
riet Tubman woke with the lin-
gering feeling of her husband, 
John, lying next to her.

That hadn’t happened in fi f-
teen years, though, not since 
she left him and joined the Un-
derground Railroad. She wasn’t 
entirely sure where he was but 
she knew he’d barely recognize 
her. So much had changed since 
then.

All that was just useless 
thought for another day; there 
were more important things in 
front of Harriet. She was think-
ing of her meeting with General 
David Hunter of the Union, and 
how he was going to help her 
free a thousand slaves.

Just gaining the respect of the 

soldiers was going to be a chal-
lenge.

Most folk thought that the 
person they called Moses was 
a man. Nobody ever thought a 
small woman could be so brave 
as to snatch slaves from beneath 
their owner’s noses, but there 
she was. And she was working 
on a plan that would boost the 
morale of the men, and show 
the Confederacy that the impos-
ing position of Fort Sumter was 
no obstacle for the Union.

It was a mission that needed 
care. Every slave on the plan-
tations around the Combahee 

River knew there were Confed-
erate explosives buried in the 
Combahee’s silt. At least one 
slave knew where they were; 
Harriet had to fi nd him and 
learn what he knew, but he was 
on the notorious Lownes plan-
tation. She’d need to go there 
and get out without the over-
seer, Pipkin, spotting her. 

She’d have to help General 
Hunter fi nd enough men to 
keep Charleston under con-
trol, too, so she’d need to con-
vince more black men to join 
the cause. Folks didn’t think 
black soldiers could fi ght. They 

didn’t think a “puny” woman 
could lead people to freedom, 
either, but they had seriously 
miscalculated…

It’s easy to place our heroes 
on a pedestal. We do it all the 
time, but “The Tubman Com-
mand” tips perch a bit.

No, you won’t think lesser 
of Harriet Tubman after you’ve 
heard this audiobook. Instead, 
you’ll see that “fi erce” is too 
small a word for Tubman’s per-
sonality and her heroism – she 
repeatedly walked back into a 
plantation, after all – although 
author Elizabeth Cobbs re-

minds readers in so many ways 
that Tubman was still a woman, 
probably a mother, absolutely 
able to fall in love. This is sub-
tly done with slight liberties 
taken in her plot aspects, as 
Cobbs explains in her author’s 
note.

That’s not a distraction. It, 
and the performance by Heidi 
Franklin, enhances a tale that 
will thrill you and make you 
scream “Nooooo!”

“The Tubman Command” 
is perfect for Civil War buffs, 
novel lovers, and anyone who 
wants a big story.

 By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

BOOK REVIEW:

“THE TUBMAN 
COMMAND”
BYELIZABETH COBBS

C.2019, BRILLIANCE AUDIO • $34.99 / $51.99 CANADA • 10 DISCS, 12+ HOURS
C.2019, ARCADE • $25.99 / $34.99 CANADA • 327 PAGES
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION 
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR 
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 



Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 
Inc., Mu Sigma Chapter, held 
its 16th Annual Image Awards 
Program and Scholarship Ban-
quet August 9 at the Missis-
sippi e-Center in Jackson.

Vernon W. Jasper, who has 
chaired this event for 13 years 
stated, “we are thankful to 
God that this year’s event was 
a great success due to the sup-
port of the honorees and their 
service to the community and 
also to the MS Kidney Foun-
dation, the fraternity’s part-
ner organization, for having 
served as a co-sponsor. He 
also credits the brotherhood of 
Mu Sigma Chapter and those 
attending this year’s event for 
its’ success.

The Master of Ceremony 
was Rob Jay, a longtime sports 
broadcaster, now serving as 
executive director of commu-
nications at Jackson State Uni-
versity. Rev. Bernard Mitchell 
gave the invocation followed 
by greetings from Mark 
Young, state director of Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Loren-
zo Grimes, Mu Sigma Chapter 
president and Lucille Green of 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority.

Prior to dinner being served, 
Attorney Jimmy Wilkins gave 
an overview of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity, Inc. After grace by 
Rev. Aaron Johnson, dinner 
music was provided by Willie 
Silas & Friends.

The recipients of the image 
awards in specifi c categories 
were: Michael Quinn, Busi-
ness; Neddie Winters, Religion 
(accepted by son Audwin); 
Elaine Hayes Anthony, Me-
dia; Bobby Cooper, Education; 
Eddie Payton, Sports; Steven 
James Humanitarian; and Tif-
fany Graves, Esq., Law.

Acknowledgements of the 
awardees were given by Syna-
rus Green with closing re-
marks from Grimes, Jasper, 
and Hall Carter of the MS Kid-
ney Foundation.

Phi Beta Sigma 16th Annual Image 
Awards and Scholarship Banquet

COMMUNITY
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Jasper, Audwin Winters

Jasper, Graves

Jasper, Cooper

Jasper, Payton

Hayes-Anthony, Grimes

Quinn, Grimes

James, Grimes

Green

Image Award recipients

PHOTOS BY ANITA YOUNG
By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Rob Jay Mark Young

Rev. Aaron Johnson

Lorenzo Grimes

Hall Carter

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. - Alpha Delta Zeta Chapter and Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. - Mu Sigma Chapter

Lucille Green

Rev. Bernard Mitchell

Atty. Wilkinson



Association of African American 
Museums 2019 Conference

August 7 - 10, 2019  •  Jackson, MS 
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

HCSD Host Annual Convocation 2019
“Planning to Act for Impact”

District administrators performed Ain’t No 
Mountain High Enough & Hinds County Proud

HCSD 
employees 
recognized

for
achievement

Pictured L-R: Superintendent Martin and Assistant Superintendent Sellers, singing Ain’t No 
Mountain High Enough – E4.

Ivan Smith, maintenance director, singing Hinds County Proud – E4.

Backup singers pictured L-R: Frankie Blackmon; Sandra Kyles, Chasedy Bergold and Michelle 
Ray.

District administrators signing backup to Hinds County Proud – E4.

Pictured L-R: Dr. Linda Laws, board president / 
District 3; Carolyn Samuel, board secretary / District 
5; and Robbie Anderson, board member / District 2.

Dr. Linda Laws welcomed all employees. Bobbi Burdett, curriculum coordinator, addressed delivering effective commands, 
desired student compliance.

Dr. William Sellers, assistant superintendent, 
addressed the employees on policy and the 
Mississippi Educator Code of Ethics.

Dr. Delesicia Martin, Superintendent 
of Education for the HCSD, outlines 
district’s expectations and three 
major goals

Jana Carter, assistant principal and Bobby 
Taylor, head principal of RES.

La’Tesha Roby, assistant principal and Dr. Will 
Smith, head principal of UEMS.


