
Jackson voters gave the 
nearly 26, 000 students in 
the Jackson Public School 
District a welcome back to 
school gift with the approval 
of a $65M bond referendum 
Tuesday.

Voters overwhelmingly said 
yes to much-needed infra-
structure repairs for the many 
aging buildings throughout 
the district when they cast 
their ballots.

The final vote was 11,449 
or 86.10 percent for and 1,757 
or 13.21 percent against.

“I’m elated that the voters 
approved this…this is cause 
for great celebration as this 
says the adults in our commu-
nity are in full support of our 
students,” said Board Chair-
woman Jeanne Middleton 
Hairston.

Don McCrackin, execu-
tive director of facilities and 
operations for JPS, said his 
team will begin immediately 
to roll out projects outlined 
in the referendum. “Our first 

priority will be to fix neces-
sary repairs listed on the state 
audit,” he said. 

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education (MDE) 
launched an extensive inves-

tigative audit and some of 
the findings included leaking 
roofs and failure to maintain 
buildings that meet the state’s 
standard of safe and sanitary 
schools. “Addressing these 

issues will be a starting place 
for us, a top priority,” Mc-
Crackin said. 

A complete list of outlined 
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V O T E R S 
S A I D  Y E S 
T O  J P S !

Former First Lady Michelle Obama is 
featured in a video along with celebrities 
Tom Hanks, Janelle Monáe, Faith Hill, Tim 
McGraw and Lin-Manuel Miranda to en-
courage people to register and vote.

In less than 100 days, the midterm elec-
tions that will either expand President 
Trump’s power or greatly restrict it, will 
take place November 6. There has been 
much talk about the likelihood of a “blue 
wave” that could give Democrats the gavel 
and investigative power in Congress over 
the next two years of Trump’s presidency. 
The underlying urgency of Obama’s mes-
sage is an unspoken aspect of her new reg-
istration effort.

The name of the new effort, “When We 
All Vote,” is also an indication that the for-
mer fi rst lady is well aware of the fact that 
higher voter turnout usually leads to Dem-
ocratic victories at the polls. The effort is 
also a challenge registered voters to par-
ticipate in elections “both big and small.” 
Though the effort is billed as “non-parti-
san,” the sense of urgency about the coun-
try’s direction under President Trump’s 

leadership is an unavoidable backdrop.
Several live events are also expected as 

Despite defeating six can-
didates to become the Demo-
cratic nominee for governor 
of Maryland, former NAACP 
President Benjamin Todd 
Jealous is still viewed as the 
underdog in his race against 
popular incumbent Republi-
can Gov. Larry Hogan.

“He’s got an uphill sled 
race,” says political scientist  
Wilmer Leon, also a radio talk 
show host. “Because the state 
of Maryland, by most statis-
tics, is doing well. And Hogan 
has never proven himself to be 
a blind Republican ideologue. 
He’s more of a moderate Republican than he is an extreme right 
wing Republican. So, with that, it’s easier for Democrats to vote 
for him.”

In somewhat of an upset, Jealous beat back six other candidates 
in the June 28 primary, including Prince George’s County Execu-
tive Rushern Baker, viewed as the Democratic establishment can-
didate. Despite this sentiment, Jealous says his “rainbow” type sup-
porters and association with people from all walks of life is the 
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Michelle Obama joins Voter 
Registration Drive for the midterms

Jealous facing uphill climb 
to become fi rst black 
governor of Maryland
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Voters overwhelmingly 
approve JPS bond referendum

Former First Lady Michelle Obama has joined a number of actors, musicians and professional 
athletes to encourage people to register and vote. In this photo, First Lady Michelle Obama thanks 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) employees for their service and dedication at the Jefferson 
Auditorium, USDA, May 3, 2013. BOB NICHOLS/USDA/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Jealous

On the heels of an electri-
fying inaugural Convocation 
and Professional Development 
Conference, Aug. 1-2, educa-
tors and students returned to 
school Monday, Aug. 6, excited 
with renewed commitment to 
education in Holmes County. 
Holmes County is a rural, ec-
onomically deprived area of 
roughly 19,000.

“Thanks to the Partners of 
the Holmes County Consoli-
dated School District, we were 
motivated by our country’s fi rst 
African-American Secretary of 
Education, Rod R. Paige, and 
inspired by national gospel re-
cording artist Kathy Taylor who 
rocked the house during our 
back-to-school kickoff,” said 
the new district’s Superinten-
dent of Schools, James L. Hen-
derson, Ed.D.

Henderson, a native who has 
returned after 37 years with 
more than 20 years of educa-
tion leadership, served under 
Paige’s administration of the 
Houston Independent School 
District in the mid 1990’s. “I 
count him as both a mentor and 

a friend,” Henderson told the 
wall-to-wall audience in Debo-
rah Mason Patterson Hall.

Paige, a Monticello, Miss. 
native, who had never visited 
Holmes County, said he had 
done much research on it, and 
too much of it was negative 
press. The research inferred that 
the status quo “is not expecting 
you to succeed,” but “it’s a new 
day, Holmes County,” voiced 
Paige. “It’s time to shed the old 
things away. It’s time to put this 
district at the top of school dis-
tricts in Mississippi.”

The Jackson State University 
alumnus used his life as an ex-
ample of how “education can 
change circumstances.” The 
son of a school principal and 
a librarian of humble roots in 
a then-segregated small town, 
Paige shared that, “Almost ev-
ery day I heard how education 
is the pathway to the future. 
What matters is what you re-
spect in your head…it is what it 
is, but you can make it what you 
want it to be!”

The audience burst into ap-

Former U.S. Ed. Sec. Paige: 
It’s time to put this 
district at the top!

Forest Hill High School, one of seven JPS high schools

By Lauren Victoria Burke 
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com
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Editor
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New Stage Theatre held 
the Broadway Junior Sum-
mer Camp Intensive for rising 
5th-11th grades culminating in 
performances of Aladdin, Jr. 
Seventeen tuition scholarships 
were awarded helping Missis-
sippi students attend the camp 
who would otherwise not have 
a chance. Scholarships were 
based on an audition, letters of 
recommendation and an essay 
written by the potential recipi-
ent.

Students receiving scholar-
ships to attend the 2018 Broad-
way Junior Summer Camp 
Intensive are: Jackson White 
(Jackson), Treasure White 
(Jackson), Avery Neyland 
(Pearl), Hart Jefferson (Jack-
son), Josiah Hite (Jackson), 
Shelby Hadley (Clinton), Ky-
tia Welchin (Jackson), Analia 
Gonzalez (Flowood), Olivia 
Mathews (Brandon), Lauren 
Hite (Jackson), Jeffery Cor-
nelius (Jackson), Reese Over-
street (Jackson), KB Griggs 
(Jackson), Oluchi Nwaokorie 
(Jackson), Timothy Magee 
(Jackson), Christopher Mc-
Donald (Jackson), and Darby 
Frost (Jackson).

The New Stage Theatre 

Arts-in-Education depart-
ment strives to bring profes-
sional, progressive acting in-
struction to youth throughout 
Mississippi with its summer 
camps, yearlong acting class-
es and touring workshops. 
The Broadway Junior Sum-
mer Camp Intensive provides 
a comprehensive theatrical 
learning experience for ages 
11-18.

“Education is an integral 
part of our organization’s mis-
sion and the Broadway Junior 
camp is one of the most excit-
ing times around the theatre,” 
said artistic director Francine 
Thomas Reynolds. “It is awe-
some to witness eighty young 
people from both private and 
public schools; from so many 
of the Metro area communi-
ties, participating in dance, 

voice, acting and stagecraft 
classes together. Not only are 
the students experiencing the 
best theatre education and 
training available in the state 
of Mississippi, they are learn-
ing important life-long skills 
such as problem-solving, self-
confi dence and teamwork.”

Generous sponsorship for 
the summer program and the 
production is provided by The 

Walker Foundation and the 
Feild Co-Operative, Inc.

From June 18 to July 15, 
2018, campers received daily 
theatrical instruction from 
experienced acting, dance, 
and voice teachers, as well as 
taking master classes in stage 
combat, voice/diction, direct-
ing, sound design, storytelling 
and mask making.

Additionally, the students 

integrated what they learned 
in the classroom into the fi nal 
production of Aladdin, Jr.

The performances were 
July 12 -15 at New Stage The-
atre and all participants in the 
camp are cast in the play.

For more information on the 
New Stage Theatre Education 
Programs, please contact 601 
948-3533 ext 232 or educa-
tion@newstagetheatre.com.
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projects can be found on the districts website.
Late last month, the board approved a resolu-

tion to create a community oversight commit-
tee. This committee among other things will be 
charged with keeping the community engaged 

with the work being done around the bond.
“We heard the cry from the community and 

we wanted to be as transparent as possible,” 
Hairston said. “This will be one of many ways 
that we will engage with our stakeholders.”

part of the effort between now and election day.
Former President Barack Obama is expected 

to hit the campaign trail to assist Democrats 
who are looking to take back the House and 
Senate in 2019. On July 31, the former president 
announced that he is endorsing 81 Democratic 
candidates on the ballot this November.

There is a record number of women on the 
ballot this year. Many of the endorsements for-
mer President Obama has focused on were can-
didates who worked in his administration, like 
Colin Allred, Lauren Underwood and Richard 
Cordray.

The Obamas have been relatively quiet since 
departing the White House in early 2017, but 
that is likely to change. The former president 

and the former first lady’s launch of “When We 
All Vote” is likely to be only the first of several 
post White House efforts they will participate 
in.

“I’m confident that, together, they’ll strength-
en this country we love by restoring opportunity 
that’s broadly shared, repairing our alliances and 
standing in the world, and upholding our funda-
mental commitment to justice, fairness, respon-
sibility, and the rule of law,” Obama wrote in his 
endorsement statement.

Lauren Victoria Burke is an independent jour-
nalist, political analyst and contributor to the 
NNPA Newswire and BlackPressUSA.com. You 
can reach Lauren by email at LBurke007@
gmail.com and on Twitter at @LVBurke.

plause. Audience member and longtime devoted 
bus driver Reola Robinson said she is looking 
forward to the positive changes in district. “We 
bus drivers play a very important role,” she said. 

Paige charged Holmes County residents with 
working together as a caring community for the 
district to succeed. He explained that it was a 
caring community’s support that helped propel 
him via an educational journey to Washington, 
D.C., sitting just four chairs away from the Presi-
dent of the United States as the seventh U.S. Sec-
retary of Education. “Everything is possible!” he 
stressed. Paige spearheaded the implementation 
of the historic No Child Left Behind Act with 
the goal of reinvigorating America’s education 
system. 

Not only was the audience motivated by 
Paige’s charge to “get it done,” but they were 
also inspired by the powerful musical gift of 
national recording artist, minister of music and 
songwriter Kathy Taylor. Taylor, a product of the 
late legendary James Cleveland’s Gospel Music 
of America and The Mass Choir, brought the au-

dience to their feet with two of her popular songs, 
“Oh, How Precious” and “The Corinthian Song.”

The entire convocation, with Board of Trust-
ees’ participation, was similar to a big pep rally 
which included the high school band, cheerlead-
ers, school personnel wearing their building’s t-
shirts, people cheering and shouting as Hender-
son walked aisle several times chanting: “What 
Time is It?” and the audience echoing back each 
time with “It’s THAT Time!”

What does the phrase, “It’s THAT Time!” 
mean? Henderson is quick to tell you: “It’s that 
time to have high expectations for every child; 
it’s that time to have professional learning com-
munities; it’s that time for parents, teachers and 
community to work in tandem for the success of 
our children; and it’s that time to meet the non-
academic needs, stop teaching to the test and 
educate the whole child. It’s THAT Time!”

Next week: A new education era, Holmes Co., 
Part 2 – will focus on professional training and 
integrating two Best Practices – PBIS and Re-
storative Practice as alternatives to paddling.

strategy that he believes will continue to carry him to a win Nov. 6.
“The strength of this campaign, like my life, begins in black churches in the civil rights com-

munity and gains power through the connection of those communities with the broader progres-
sive community. That’s been the arc of my life and that’s the arc of this campaign,” he said in 
a recent interview with the Trice Edney News Wire. “We will win in November the same way 
we won June 28. We will win by traveling to every corner of the state making the case to voters 
in every county about how we can move forward together, about how we can make sure every 
school is fully funded, how we can finally get health care costs truly under control, how we can 
make colleges and public universities truly affordable again and how we can find the money to 
do it is in large part by ending mass incarceration.”

Jealous said, “The issues at the core of this campaign are not partisan issues. Treating the 
opioid addiction crisis is a health crisis. It’s a people issue. Funding education is a people is-
sue. And then the student debt crisis is a people issue. Those are not partisan issues and people 
recognize that.”

Though some say he is an outsider until recently, his roots run deep in Maryland, Virginia, 
D.C. and across the nation for that matter. Jealous is former executive director of the Nation-
al Newspaper Publishers Association Foundation and former president/CEO of the national 
NAACP.

But when describing his grassroots political training, he is clear about his roots.
“I started off in the Rainbow Coalition. I started off as a 15-year-old precinct captain for the 

Rev. Jesse Jackson,” he recalls. “The strategy of that campaign is what empowered L. Doug 
Wilder to win the governorship in Virginia a year later. And the same strategies that worked for 
Wilder in Virginia and David Dinkins in New York and Harold Washington in Chicago are right 
at the core of this campaign.”

He continues, “What we all learned in that campaign is how they won their campaigns. That’s 
how we won our primary and how we will win in November. We’ll build a coalition of working 
families across every line…There’s nothing more important to any working family than assur-
ing that they get to move forward again.”

Like Jackson, Wilder and Dinkins, Jealous is poised to also make history. If he pulls it off, he 
would become the first black governor of Maryland and the fifth black governor in the U. S. Ac-
cording to recent polls, the issues may not be enough. Though Maryland is heavily Democratic, 
Hogan reportedly has a 68 percent approval rating across party lines.

Therefore, Jealous is going to have to pull out all stops, says Leon.
“In the eyes of some, the NAACP is not as relevant as it used to be. Plus, Hogan is not a 

Trump Republican,” Leon said. “So, I think you’re going to have a lot of people going to the 
voting booth saying if it’s not broke don’t fix it.”

However, Leon said, Jealous could win because Maryland is in fact a Democratic state. “Turn 
out. Turn out. Turn out” will be the key, he says. “Plus, he needs to find a way to better explain 
how he’s going to implement some of the policies he’s articulating because one of the knocks 
against him is he’s promised a lot of things and he hasn’t explained how he’s going to pay for 
them.”

Grassroots debaters in a local barber shop recently resolved that Jealous is the most popular 
candidate among black voters, but, due to apathy, the voters he will need in a close race may not 
come out on Election Day. This means Jealous will need his best strategies, including his broad-
est rainbow, plus campaign boosts from some heavy hitters. His running mate is former Mary-
land Democratic Party Chair Susan Turnbull, who is running for lieutenant governor. In June, 
former presidential candidate Bernie Sanders was largely credited for helping to drum up votes. 
Sanders has not given a full endorsement of Jealous, but has not been shy about pushing him.

“I’m proud to be here because Ben is not going to be one of those leaders who is going to be 
nibbling around the edges, but understands we have got to transform the economic and political 
life of this country,” said Sanders to a cheering crowd as Jealous stood by his side June 18 just 
before his primary election, the Associated Press reported.

Jealous is taking all the help he can get.
“Bernie is a good friend. He’s a great ally to this campaign. And he has shown the Demo-

cratic Party that the people want real solutions to the pain that our families are feeling,” Jealous 
said. “Who runs our states matters because the road to taking back our country runs all through 
our states. I’m focused on making Maryland a model for how we move forward on education, 
health care and the economy no matter what happens in Donald Trump’s Washington.”



An admirable facet about Jack-
son, Mississippi’s state capital is 
the diversity and variety of cui-
sines. Caribbean, English, African, 
Italian, Irish, Mexican, Japanese 
and Chinese fl avored type foods 
fulfi ll visitors’ and residents’ 
needs. Variety they say is the spice 
of life, and Jackson Mississippi of-
fers that.

One of these popular restau-
rants, reputed for African-Ameri-
can type cuisine, is Mom’s Dream 
Kitchen.

A spacious and historic spot, the 
restaurant serves chicken, meats, 
pork chops and fi sh. Other entrees 
include dumplings, candied yams, 
blackeyed peas, greens, squash 
and spaghetti. Drinks are assorted 
but most clients quench their thirst 
mainly with water, sweet and un-
sweet tea.

The restaurant, located at 1439 
University Blvd., formerly Terry 
Road., is open seven days a week: 
Monday to Friday from 11 a.m.-
5:30 p.m.; Saturdays 11 a.m.-3 
p.m.; Sundays 11- 5:30 p.m.

The restaurant has been in oper-
ation since its founding over thirty 
years ago. The owner, Sylvester 
Collins, selected this location 
because it was close to Jackson 
State University. “I could serve 
students, faculty and the neighbor-
hood. Some could walk and and 
others drive,” she said.

Collins says a unique feature 
about the restaurant is homemade 

baked items. “Clients love our 
homemade yeast rolls and corn-
bread. Our cornbread dressing, 
made from scratch, is the very 
best. We cook with pure butter and 
season to taste,” Collins asserts.

The atmosphere is cordial, warm 
and inviting. Many clients gladly 
take their food out. Others sit in 
the dining hall, a spacious room 
with brown tables and chairs. The 
walls are stylishly decorated with 
pictures and paintings of famous 
African Americans.

“We are in the process of re-
molding which will include a bar. 
We have friendly hosting service,” 
Collins said.

Clients come from all parts of 
the city, state and nation. Custom-
ers from Louisiana, Texas, Tennes-
see and foreign countries patronize 
the eatery. Famous people such as 

Jesse Jackson and other celebrities 
patronize the diner whenever they 
are in town.

Retired teacher Gwen Handy, 
who patronizes the restaurant as-
serts that, “I am here after church 
most Sundays. The food taste like 
my mom and grandmon’s cooking 
– down home country seasoned 
food. I also visit during regular 
lunch since I can’t go home as of-
ten as I would like, I come home 
to mom.” 

Motivation
What motivated Collins to start 

the business? After working for 
fast food chains for about fi fteen 
years she decided to start her own 
business because, “I love people 
and cooking. I do not serve the 
public anything that I will not eat.”

Challenges
Challenges abound. According 

to the proprietor, “We strive to 
make sure our food is fresh, and 
that it is not too salty or too sweet. 
I am also a mother of fi ve children. 
I was a single parent and made 
sure that they got an education. All 
of them graduated from college 
with degrees.

“My youngest son was killed 
over ten years ago through gun 
violence. My oldest son, Glen Col-
lins, played professional football 
with the Cincinnati Bengals and 
the Forty Niners for nine years af-
ter he graduated from Mississippi 
State University.

Another son Terence Collins 
graduated from Jackson State Uni-
versity where he played football 
and now serves as one of the fi rst 
blacks at UPS to achieve high rec-
ommendation in the sales force.

Her daughter, Rene Collins 
Moore, is currently doing graduate 
work in rehab counseling at Jack-
son State University.

Collins’ son Timothy Norris is 
the current owner of the business. 
Dynamic, dedicated and enthusi-
astic, he holds a doctorate degree 
in counseling.

What is the future of the restau-
rant? Collins asserts that, “it will 
grow because the new manager is 
taking it in another direction.

Biography
Sylvester Collins, the owner 

and founder, was born in Learned 
Mississippi, Hinds County. They 
moved to Jackson Mississippi 
when she was very young.

Her father Solomon Collins was 

a factory worker and her mother 
Corine Collins was a former edu-
cator and later became a restaurant 
cook. “I used to go to work with 
her. I most probably developed a 
love for the craft from her,” she 
observes.

Collins has one deceased broth-
er and two who are alive. One of 
them, Willie, coached football at 
Provine High School in Jackson. 
His brother, Solomon, graduated 
from Paul Quin College where he 
also played football. He is retired 
from the Ben Harbor, Michigan 
School System. His wife, Sheri, is 
a retired school principal.

Collins has one sister, Alberta 
Collins Brown, who retired from 
the Jackson School system. Brown 
returned to school later in life and 
earned a doctorate degree from 
Jackson State University in rehab 
counseling.

Collins belongs to New Horizon 
International Church where Ron-
nie Crudrup serves as the pastor. 
Her sister Alberta encouraged her 
to join the church.

History
The restaurant started as a carry 

out on Ellis Avenue in Jackson, 
about 30 years.

“I had no money but my mother 
borrowed $5000 with her house 
as a guarantee and loaned me the 
money. She had confi dence that 
I could make it. “After hard trial 
and tribulation I realized that if I 
loved God and obeyed His will, 
He would see me through. I live 
for God and I trust God because 

He has brought me a mighty long 
way.”

Advice To customers
“Love one another. Some peo-

ple behave as if they don’t know 
love. We got to treat customers 
with love and respect. You have 
good and bad customers. But you 
must treat all with love. If people 
love one another we will not face 
the challenges we have. I appeal to 
all Jacksonians to develop love for 
one another.

“I don’t like the crime and 
murder going on. I can’t see you 
taking something you can’t give 
back. There is no closure. My son 
Donald Norris got killed. He was 
shot point blank. Everyday, I have 
to live with him. Whoever killed 
him, I know one day justice will be 
served. Love is the most precious 
thing that we can have for one an-
other, which negates hate.

Dream
Her dream is to see what her 

grandchildren’s lives will be. I 
hope to see great great grandchil-
dren grow. “Youth can accomplish 
anything they want. They must 
try hard and fi rst believe in God. 
Everything you want that is right, 
God will see you through. Stay in 
school and always be obedient. Set 
high goals in life. Reach for the 
sky and somewhere you will come 
between.

“When I get up in the morning, 
I thank and pray to God for safety 
for loved ones, safety for my sur-
rounding and ask God to help me 
keep my right mind.”
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When you can’t go home to mama, come to Mama Collins

Mom’s Dream Kitchen
 By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
Contributing Writer

PHOTO BY JERRY DOMATOB
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Business woman of style 
and determination

Though Farish St. seems as a 
near totally abandoned neighbor-
hood in dire need of revamping, 
a few businesses, churches and 
even individuals, still thrive and 
prosper in the once buoyant area.

Collins Funeral Home, the 
Flower Shop, Big Apple Inn Eat-
ery, The African Art Gallery and 
Johnny T’s bistro wax strong.

Similarly, there are some per-
sonalities and business that seem 
to forge ahead despite the de-
capitated, dilapidated and dingy 
buildings that detract admirers, 
attract hooligans and destructive 
demons. One of the businesses 
which has survived in the area 
in spite and despite harsh vicis-
situdes, is Marshall’s Music & 
Bookstore, located at 618 N. Far-
rish Street.

Located directly opposite the 
famous Farish Street Baptist 
Church, it is a vibrant business 
which draws clients from far 
and near. People fl ock there to 
purchase books, scan through 
artifacts and order others. The 
two buildings, the church and 
the bookstore, when juxtaposed, 
emerge as sharp studies in con-
trast though they share a similar 
mission.

The brown brick church seems 
sturdy, stolid and strong; the 
“shaky” bookstore appears feeble 
and fi ckle veering on the verge of 
collapse? God forbid. It might be 
one of the resilient edifi ces in the 
vicinity.

Despite the contrast, both have 
a religious mission. One is a 
church where people congregate 
for worship, prayers and God’s 
invocation and assistance. The 
other one is a business, which 
sells Christian and Afrocentric 
books. Both are in the service of 
man and God. They render valu-
able services.

The store carries books and 
other products which church 
leaders patronize and folks need. 
You can also fi nd other Afro-re-
lated stock in that store.

One of the unique personalities 
of Farish Street today is Ms. Jone 
who is stunningly graceful, majes-
tic and always splendidly dressed. 
Her fi tting, stylish and colorful 
outfi ts are marvelously fabulous.

If you need African type attire, 
and someone who believes in and 
displays expertise in that arena, 
the person to contact is Maati Jone 
Primm. She is an incarnation, 
champion and epitome of African 
elegance, beauty and culture.

Primm is a representation of 
that culture in the city and and be-
yond, who displays and teaches 
what she cherishes with her heart, 
mind, soul and body. If you want 
any type of elegant  African dress 
or artifact, then this is the lady to 
contact and emulate. She is un-
questionable a star in that realm.

Primm is an institution on the 
street. She walks with majesty, 
speaks with fi nesse and, above 
all, excels as a bookseller. She is 
an outstanding sales person with 

expertise in superb customer ser-
vice, even though her location 
may seem lacking.

Primm is a clear testament 
that despite harsh odds and ends, 
determined and hard working 
people who persist, preserve and 
display patience, will survive and 
succeed. While Farish Street cur-
rently is experiencing so-called 
“gentrifi cation,” Primm marches 
on with her bookstore. She actu-
ally defi es cynics and pessimists 
who continuously lament about 
the Farish Street demise. Primm 
demonstrates that it can still be 
revived, revitalized and remod-
eled to compete with the best and 
brightest in the world.

Primm came to Farish Street 
from Chicago where she had 
worked in corporate America. 
Parents Fannie and Ralph Primm 
brought her and a sister, who is 
a doctor, up in an environment 
of prayer, love, hard work and 
dedication. They were sent to the 
best schools where they excelled. 
Indeed, Primm holds a degree in 
economics and can easily reinte-
grate herself into the mainstream 
economy anywhere in the world, 
if she so desires. 

Refl ecting on her experience 
on Farish Street, Primm asserts 
that, “Black people must support 
their own businesses if they want 
to witness any modicum of prog-
ress. She thus submits that blacks 
must return and support Farish 
Street if they want it to grow as 
it once was. They cannot expect 
anyone to work for them.”

When asked about the secret of 
her success, Primm’s answer is 
clear and unequivocal. She con-
fi dently asserts that, “tenacity and 
follow-through is the secret to 
any successful venture. It’s im-
portant to make sure that custom-
ers get what they need.”

She foresees a bright future 
for Farish Street. However, she 
asserts that concerted planning, 
strategic development along with 
honest design and implementa-
tion will enable Farish Street to 
re-launch itself  into a successful 
business arena.

Primm is also the chief orga-
nizer and patron of the annual 
ASE Day tour which was held 
July 28.The purpose of the tour is 
to educate and reintroduce us to 
our beautiful history and culture.

Primm’s uniqueness, fashion 
statement, customer service, te-
nacity amidst adversity makes 
her an outstanding role model for 
Farish Street.

Maati Jone Primm: 
Farish Street vendor 
and African princess

Marshall’s Music & Bookstore

Primm

 By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
Contributing Writer



Kelvin Gardner, a rising junior at 
Provine High School, presented on can-
cer research this summer at the 2018 
Mississippi IDeA Conference. He was 
the only high school presenter at the 
conference. He was also the only high 
school student at the Millsaps College 
chemistry lab where he conducted his 
research with professor Wolfgang H. 
Kramer.

Gardner worked alongside four other 
students who were all undergraduates at 
Millsaps with previous lab experience. 
His research project was on Photody-
namic Cancer Therapy. In simple terms, 
he studied how a light-activated com-
pound cleaves to DNA during treatment. 
The goal was to discover a way to kill 
cancer cells selectively, without damag-
ing healthy cells.

His sophomore chemistry teacher at 
Provine, Omega Hart, recommended 
Gardner for the summer internship. 
Hart knew Gardner had what it took. He 
recognized during the school year that 
Gardner could handle any of the work he 
put in front of him.

“Mr. Hart is one of the most rigor-
ous teachers at Provine,” said Gardner’s 
mom, Christiane Williams. “He teaches 
his students to get ready for college and 
holds them accountable.”

Like any good parent, Williams gave 
Gardner no chance to decline the offer. 
Following Hart’s lead, she gave her son 
the support, or push, he needed to follow 

through to the end.
“This was an opportunity of a life-

time. I was not going to let him opt out,” 
said Williams.

The research internship was two 
months long, from the beginning of June 
through the end of July. Gardner’s entire 
summer break was football practice in 
the morning and cancer research in the 
afternoon. Although he had to be prod-
ded by his mother initially, on days when 
he could, Gardner spent a full day in the 
lab.

To be sure, Gardner’s hard work will 
be benefi cial to him in the future, as an 

aspiring engineer. However, it will also 
pay off for some of his peers in the near 
term. Dr. Kramer was so impressed with 
his curiosity and ability that he proposed 
extending the project through the fall 
and opening up the research opportunity 
to more high school students.

Gardner is not only a scholar but a 
successful athlete. He is a kicker on the 
Provine Rams football team and has just 
earned a position with the Mississippi 
Rush, an elite local soccer team. He 
plans to attend college and major in en-
gineering after he graduates from high 
school in 2020.

Power APAC students Moriah Ro-
land and Alauran Allen received Gold 
Medallions in recognition of their 
outstanding work at the Scholastics 
National Awards Presentation and 
Celebration in New York City. Roland 
also was recognized as an American 
Visions Award Winner. This awards 
presentation was held June 7 at Carn-
egie Hall in Midtown Manhattan.

Allen’s “Ice Cream Truck” and Ro-
land’s “Night Out” were part of the 
Art.Write.Now.2018 National Exhibi-
tion from June 1-10.

Featuring more than 1,000 works 
from students nationwide in grades 
7-12, the exhibition spanned two gal-
leries in New York City – The Sheila 
C. Johnson Design Center at Parsons 

School of Design and Pratt Institute’s 
Pratt Manhattan Gallery.

As an American Visions winner, 
Roland’s artwork is featured in the 
2018 Scholastics National Catalog. 
The American Vision Award is for 
the artists who present the best work 
for each region. Mississippi is in the 
Southeast region. This is considered 
the “Best in Show” award for works 
that most exemplify originality, tech-

nical skill and the emergence of a per-
sonal vision.

Notably, “Night Out” was a winner 
in the “What Freedom Means To Me” 
art competition and was also featured 
at the National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center in Cincinnati.

Gregory Miller, chairman of the 
Board, and Virginia McEnerney, ex-
ecutive director wrote, “Artists don’t 
spring to life as fully formed adults. 
Instead, they grow through formative 
experiences. Important introductions, 
and ample resources. For nearly a cen-
tury these opportunities are exactly 
what the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards have provided for countless 
creative young people. We fi rmly be-
lieve in the transformative experience 
that is the hallmark of the Awards.”
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Gardner and his mother Christiane Williams

Provine junior presents cancer research 
at 2018 Mississippi Idea Conference

Two Power APAC students receive 
national awards 
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JPS School Board 
establishes 
bond oversight 
committee

At a special meeting held July 30, 
the JPS Board of Trustees adopted a 
resolution establishing and creating 
a citizen’s oversight committee in 
connection with the proposed issu-
ance by the Jackson Public Schools 
of 2018 general obligation bonds in 
the maximum principal amount of 
$65 million to raise money to pay 
for the costs of capital improve-
ments throughout the district. The 
resolution states the following:

WHEREAS, the Board of Trust-
ees (the “Board”) of the Jackson 
Public School District (the “Dis-
trict”), Jackson, Mississippi, act-
ing for and on behalf of the District 
does hereby fi nd, determine, adju-
dicate and declare as follows:

On June 7, 2018, the Board of the 
District adopted a resolution (the 
“Election Resolution”) providing 
for the calling and holding of a spe-
cial election within and for the Dis-
trict for the purpose of submitting 
to the qualifi ed electors of said Dis-
trict the proposition (the “Proposi-
tion”) of whether or not the District 
shall issue general obligation bonds 
in the maximum principal amount 
of $65,000,000.00 (the “Bonds”) for 
the purpose of making capital im-
provements throughout the District; 
and

Pursuant to the Election Resolu-
tion, the Proposition will be sub-
mitted to the qualifi ed electors of 
the District at a special election to 
be held on August 7, 2018; and

In the event at least three-fi fths 
(3/5) of the qualifi ed electors who 
vote on the Proposition in the elec-
tion vote in favor of the Proposi-
tion, as certifi ed by the election 
commissioners for the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, and accepted and 
approved by the Board, the District 
will be authorized to move forward 
with issuing the Bonds; and

In the event the District issues the 
Bonds, the Board desires to create 
and establish a citizen’s oversight 
committee, as generally described 
herein, the members of which shall 
serve as liaisons and provide pub-
lic input and monitoring during the 
course of construction of the capital 
improvement projects fi nanced by 
the Bonds;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Board of Trustees 
of the Jackson Public School Dis-
trict as follows:

SECTION 1. In the event the Dis-
trict issues the Bonds, the Board 
will establish and create the Jack-
son Public School District, 2018 
$65,000,000 General Obligation 
Bonds, Citizen’s Oversight Com-
mittee (the “Oversight Commit-

tee”).
SECTION 2. The Oversight Com-

mittee will be an ad hoc committee 
comprised of seven (7) members, 
each one of whom is a resident of 
and represents one of the City of 
Jackson’s 7 wards.  Committee 
members will be appointed by the 
school board member representing 
each respective ward, and in the 
event no school board member rep-
resents a particular ward, will be 
appointed upon the recommenda-
tion of the president of the Board, 
as approved by the Board.

SECTION 3. The Oversight 
Committee will meet with a mem-
ber or members of District admin-
istration, designated by the super-
intendent of schools, throughout 
the term of construction of Bond-
fi nanced projects.  The Oversight 
Committee will be provided writ-
ten updates of the status of con-
struction of Bond-fi nanced projects 
and the expenditure of Bond funds 
and, at times mutually convenient, 
will be provided opportunities to 
monitor and inspect ongoing con-
struction. Oversight Committee 
members are expected to dissemi-
nate to their respective constitu-
ents, parents, neighborhood asso-
ciations, wards, etc. information 
received by them regarding Bond-
fi nanced projects and expenditure 
of Bond funds, and bring to the at-
tention of the District community 
questions and concerns.  While 
neither Oversight Committee mem-
bers nor the Oversight Community, 
as a whole, shall have any decision-
making authority with regard to the 
selection of Bond-fi nanced projects 
nor the manner or progress of con-
struction of Bond-fi nanced projects 
nor the expenditure of Bond funds, 
the Oversight Committee may raise 
questions or concerns associated 
with any or all of these for District 
administration and/or the Board.

SECTION 4. The Oversight Com-
mittee may, but is not required to, 
select a presiding offi cer and adopt 
such procedures for the conduct of 
its business as members deem nec-
essary or convenient.  The District 
shall provide the Oversight Com-
mittee with meeting space and such 
resources are as reasonably neces-
sary to conduct its business, as de-
termined by the superintendent of 
schools.

SECTION 5. The Oversight 
Committee shall exist and remain 
in place until the earlier of: (1) com-
pletion of construction of all Bond-
fi nanced projects and expenditure 
of all Bond funds; or (2) dissolution 
of the Oversight Committee by the 
Board.
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Charter school 
opens in the Delta

Alcorn ranked third on Value Colleges’ Top 
50 Best Value HBCUs list for 2018

Ocean Springs resident named 2018 
Mississippi Parent of the Year

Clarksdale Collegiate Public Charter 
School, the fi rst charter school to open 
outside of Jackson, welcomed their in-
augural class last Wednesday. 

The school will serve students in 
grades kindergarten through second 
grade this year, eventually expanding to 
serve students through eighth grade.

“I think the Delta is not always talked 
about in a favorable way and so we can’t 
wait to show what our kids can do. We 
just want our scholars to show what’s 
possible when you’re able to support 
kids and a great education,” Amanda 
Johnson, executive director of Clarks-
dale Collegiate, told Mississippi Today.

District schools in the Delta have long 
had a history of poor academic perfor-
mance and failing ratings from the state 
despite the fact that most districts spend 
more per student than the state average. 

With the opening of Clarksdale Col-

legiate, parents in the area will simply 
have a new choice for their children. We 
benefi t from options in every aspect of 

our life, a child’s education should be 
no different.

Alcorn State University is being recog-
nized again as one of the nation’s top his-
torically black colleges and universities.

The University is ranked third on the 
Top 50 Value Colleges’ Historically Black 
Colleges & Universities 2018 list. Alcorn 
is the highest ranked Mississippi school 
on the website’s list.

Value Colleges is a website that offers 
meticulously researched, straightforward, 
and practical answers to commonly asked 
questions about value and affordability 
when making college decisions. Further, 
it creates feature articles clearing up mis-
conceptions and confusion about college 
costs and benefi ts, as well as numeri-
cal rankings of institutions and degree 
programs to help college-bound readers 
choose fi nancially responsible paths.

Donzell Lee, Alcorn’s interim presi-
dent, credits the focus on affordability 
and drive of the university’s community 
for its many accomplishments this year.

“With exceptional scholastic and edu-

cational performances of our students, 
faculty and staff, along with a determined 
pursuit of excellence, Alcorn is propelling 
to unimaginable heights, “ said Lee. “We 
are extremely proud to be one of the na-
tion’s most astute colleges and universi-
ties focused on helping our students earn 
a degree that results in a real return on 
their college investment.”

To develop the ranking, Value Colleges 
compiled a range of data to determine 
what colleges and universities provided 
the balance of quality, affordability and 
opportunity to be considered the best 
value.

The website ranked HBCUs based on 
four key elements of Reputation (based 
on U.S. News & World Report ranking), 
ROI (based on College Scorecard data), 
Real Cost (nonresident, based on IPEDs 
data) and Graduation Rate (based on De-
partment of Education data).

To view Alcorn’s latest ranking, visit 
Value Colleges website at https://www.
valuecolleges.com/rankings/top-hbcu/

Heather Church, a mother 
of two children in the Ocean 
Springs School District, was 
named the 2018 Mississippi 
Parent of the Year.

Nominated by the school 
district, Church has been ac-
tively involved in her chil-
dren’s schools since 2008. She 
created a Bid 4 Kids auction, a 
fun run to promote health and 
fi tness and family movie nights 
for school families for multiple 
years at Pecan Park Elemen-
tary School. At Ocean Springs 
Middle School, she created 
the student activity, Social on 
the Green, which raised funds 
for the parent-teacher organi-
zation to provide all certifi ed 
teachers with a $75 Amazon 
gift card for their classrooms.

“I am honored to be Missis-
sippi’s Parent of the Year and 
to represent Ocean Springs. 
To help others, even people I 
may never even meet, is such 
a blessing in my life,” Church 
said.

Church also is instrumental 
in annual fund-raising activi-
ties for the Ocean Springs Ed-
ucation Foundation, resulting 
in over $60,000 in grants to 
teachers in 2018. Based on her 
experiences as a parent-teacher 
organization president, Church 
wrote a book that sold on Am-

azon and was the top release in 
the parent participation in edu-
cation category in 2017.

Church is known for her 
great service in the school dis-
trict and in the community. As 
one community member stat-
ed, “It’s impossible to list all 
the many ways she volunteers 
in our church community, our 
schools and the greater Ocean 
Springs community. Her hand-
prints are all over this town.”

Research has repeatedly 
shown that parental involve-
ment is a critical factor deter-
mining the academic success 
of students. As part of the an-
nual Parent of the Year pro-
gram, the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education asks each 
district to select an outstanding 
parent who has made a sig-
nifi cant impact on school im-
provement efforts in the school 
district. 

The committee reviewed nu-
merous applications submitted 
by school districts. As a result, 
the committee selects a Parent 
of the Year from each of the 
four congressional districts. 
From those four district win-
ners, the 2018 State Parent of 
the Year is determined.

Parent of the Year fi nalists
The Congressional District 

1 fi nalist is Kimberly Hopkins, 
who was nominated by the Tu-
pelo Public School District for 
her commitment to supporting 
public education and showing 
a true example of what paren-
tal involvement means. She 
has three children, including 
one who’s currently attending 
Tupelo High School.

The Congressional District 
2 fi nalist is Dr. Tomeka Har-
bim, who was nominated by 
the Cleveland School District 
for having true passion for the 
community and the well-being 
of all students, not just her 
own. She has two children who 
attend schools in the Cleveland 
School District.

The Congressional District 3 
fi nalist is Jessica Rainey, who 
was nominated by the Pearl 
Public School District for her 
positive attitude and love for 
people. She has three children 
who are currently attending 
Pearl Public Schools.
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2018 bond campaign
The Clinton School District has experienced a decade of annual increases in 
enrollment, from 4,700 students in 2008 to more than 5,300 in 2018.

Rising enrollment is a good thing and we’re blessed to be able to attract so 
many families to Clinton. Now we are at a point where we must expand our 
facilities to accommodate this growth.

The Clinton School Board voted this week to seek public support for a $25 
million bond issue to expand and improve schools throughout the district. 
Based on economic projections with Continental Tire manufacturing plant 
and citywide growth, this bond issue should not require a tax increase.

The scope would include:

Clinton Junior High School
• Once the CHS Career Complex is relocated to CHS, renovate this facility 
to house the CJHS fi ne arts programs and elective courses (choir, show 
choir, STEM classes, etc.)
• Renovate the current fi ne arts areas to house the CJHS administrative 
offi ces
• Convert the current administrative offi ces into classrooms
• Build a main entrance to the school that’s safer and centrally located

Clinton High School
• Relocate the CHS Career complex from its current location on Lakeview   
Drive to the CHS main campus on Arrow Drive
• Expand the CHS band hall
• Add classrooms at CHS
• Electrical upgrades for technology

Lovett Elementary School
• Renovate the exterior facade 
• Restructure the driveway for safer car and bus traffi c
• Build a safer main entrance to the school
• Add classrooms and restrooms

Clinton Park Elementary School
• Expanded cafeteria
• Additional classrooms

Northside & Eastside Elementary Schools
• Additional classrooms as needed

Church



According to the artist, this 
beautiful, yet provocative, 
collection explores the Civil 
Rights era through images 
of individuals who played a 
role, and the words used to 
suppress and harass a peo-
ple. The Civil ‘Rights’ story 
cannot be visualized (or vi-
sually represented) without 
also considering the myriad 
‘wrongs’ that were commit-
ted against Americans.

The intention is to chal-
lenge the viewer with a jux-
taposition of epithets and 
images of strength: men and 
women from the civil rights 
era, both celebrated and infa-
mous, well and lesser known. 
Some of these people dedi-
cated their lives to the causes 

of equality and freedom; 
others made their mark with 
actions intended to suppress 
and intimidate the move-
ment’s activists and follow-
ers. Some images eliminate 
the hurtful connotation of 
the words and hint at new 
word associations of beauty, 
strength and resilience.

Free and open to the pub-
lic, this exhibit is an attempt 
to nullify the language of 
hate and fear, causing it to 
give way to understanding, 
compassion, love and honor. 
The words (or their acro-
nyms) are here, but it is mi-
chael stevenson’s hope that 
they become a transforma-
tive way of viewing compel-
ling human subjects.

The new commissioner for Missis-
sippi Institutions of Higher Learning 
(IHL) opposes closing or merging any 
state university but will support ef-
forts to generate additional funding 
for HBCUs as Ayers funding gradu-
ally dissolves.

During his Listening Tour of the 
state to various institutions, Alfred 
Rankins Jr. visited Jackson State 
University Wednesday to hear from 
constituency groups – the president’s 
executive cabinet, faculty, staff and 
students. The open forum allowed him 
to explain IHL’s system and gain per-
spectives on how the governing body 
can best support JSU’s mission.

Rankins said he will partner with 
President William B. Bynum Jr. and 
his administrative team to “help advo-
cate for this great university.”

A sigh of relief followed after the 
commissioner expressed strong op-
position to consolidating or closing 
schools. The looming issue has haunt-
ed alumni of Mississippi’s public HB-
CUs for years.

Rankins, the fi rst-ever African 
American to oversee the state’s eight 
public universities, said, “I don’t think 
my board supports it. And I don’t 
think there’s an appetite through the 
legislature to do it. There’s only one 
body that has constitutional authority 
to open a university, close a univer-
sity, merge or consolidate a university. 

And, that’s the state legislature.”
Furthermore, he said such a drastic 

decision would be counterproductive.
“Regardless of what our funding 

woes are closing a university is the 
last thing we should do. … We are 
the least educated state in the United 
States; education is the key to increas-
ing funding.”

Another huge issue on the minds of 
attendees involved dwindling funds 
from the Ayers litigation. JSU, Alcorn 
and Mississippi Valley State netted 
a $500 million settlement in 2001. 
However, after a decrease in funding 
this year and a complete phase-out in 
2022, HBCUs will have to scramble to 
fi ll the funding gap. Without suffi cient 
alternative appropriation, academic 
programs and jobs potentially could 
be lost, some sources say.

Rankins earned his undergraduate 
degree at Alcorn State University and 
says the Ayers issue is especially dear 
to him because his alma mater and the 
other two public HBCUs are benefi -
ciaries of the settlement.

“I’m working hard with those three 
presidents in trying to help them get 
support for additional funding,” he 
said. “My role as commissioner is to 
be an advocate for Jackson State as 
well as other universities within the 
IHL system.”

Meanwhile, the commissioner ad-
dressed other issues, too:

Commissioner’s goals: “First and 
foremost I want our system to raise 

baccalaureate degree attainment in 
Mississippi; currently about 22 per-
cent of residents have some educa-
tional experience at the baccalaureate 
level or higher. If we’re able to raise 
educational levels in the state, we can 
increase median household income 
and tax collections, making more 
money available for our universities.” 
Additionally, Rankins wants to “make 
sure we strengthen the physical capac-
ities of all universities and maintain 
tuition at an affordable and accessible 
level.”

Role of IHL: “IHL’s role, in gen-
eral, is overall governance. The board 
sets policy that governs all eight of our 
institutions, not to micromanage or 
tell the institutions what they should 
do. Day-to-day operations rest with 
the campus. The board is responsible 
for hiring the president at all institu-
tions. My job is to supervise and eval-
uate presidents, and the board makes 
decision about continuing their em-
ployment at the end of their contract.”

How the university is funded: 
“There are two pots of money that 
JSU uses to operate – appropriation 
from the legislature and tuition rev-
enue. When tax collections fall below 
estimates we all receive cuts.”

On-campus football stadium: “My 
role as commissioner is to support 
whatever facilities that are needed at 
JSU and whatever JSU brings forth. 
I’ve seen JSU’s facility requests, and 
I don’t think I saw a new stadium on 

the list.”
Shared faculty-staff governance: 

“Nothing gives me the authority to 
address shared governance. … Shared 
governance does not mean that all 
these different groups tell the presi-
dent what he should do. Ultimately, 
the decision rests with the president.” 
Rankins admits, however, that the 
president must rely on faculty support 
for a successful tenure.

Divvying up money to all eight 
institutions: “The pot of money that 
IHL receives for general operation of 
the campus is more or less divided 
based on the relative size of the insti-
tution. If you have a larger percentage 

of students in the system, you get a 
larger slice of the pie. If you have a 
smaller percentage, you get a smaller 
slice.” Thus, Rankins said, JSU is in 
the middle, following the Top 3 that 
consists of University of Mississippi, 
Mississippi State and University of 
Southern Mississippi. The bottom 
consists of Alcorn State University, 
Delta State University, Mississippi 
University for Women and Missis-
sippi Valley State University.

Remission of fees for employees 
to attend sister institutions: “That’s 
a decision that will have to be agreed 
upon by the eight presidents of our 
representative universities.”
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Civil Rights, 
Civil Wrongs

IHL commissioner opposes 
mergers, wants HBCUs 

funded after Ayers step-down

Jackson State University

by Michael 
Stevenson

Dr. Alfred Rankins Jr., commissioner of the Mississippi Institutions 
of Higher Learning (IHL), visits Jackson State University. PHOTOS BY 
CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

JSU President William B. Bynum Jr. offers remarks after 
Rankins’ presentation. 

By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com



Mississippi became the fi rst 
state in the Southeast to offer 
legal sports betting Wednesday 
with wagers placed at the Beau 
Rivage Resort & Casino in Bi-
loxi and at Gold Strike Casino 
in Tunica. Many other casinos 
on the Coast and along the 
Mississippi River are expected 
to offer sports gambling by the 
start of football season. This 
comes after a Supreme Court 
decision overturned the fed-
eral ban on sports gambling.

“Sports betting is expected 
to draw new people and ex-
citement to the casinos right 
from the start. Delaware, in the 
fi rst 20 days of sports betting, 
saw 69,698 wagers and $7 mil-
lion in bets, along with about 
$1 million in tax revenue for 
the state. The fi rst 17 days in 
New Jersey brought $16.4 mil-
lion in wagers,” the Sun Her-
ald reports.

Along with additional rev-
enue for the state, legalizing 
sports gambling provides in-

dividuals with the freedom 
to make decisions for them-
selves.

People should have the right 
to choose how they want to 
live and whether they want to 
spend their own after-tax mon-
ey on a sports bet, a municipal 
bond or a ham sandwich. No 
matter how you personally feel 
about gambling on sports, it’s 
a mistake to take away a per-
son’s individual liberty just 
because some people will be 
irresponsible.
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South Asia students visited the Capitol August 1 and spoke with Senator Hillman T. Frazier during their 
national IVLP, “Empowering Youth to Strengthen Communities and Prevent Violence,” tour that was to 
take them to major cities across the United States. The tour was arranged by the U.S. Department of 
State.

Sports betting 
comes to Mississippi

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi State Confer-
ence NAACP (MS NAACP) is 
calling for a full investigation 
of a recent incident involving 
an African-American man who 
was handcuffed and subsequent-
ly tasered by a Meridian Police 
Department (MPD) offi cer.

MPD dashcam video footage 
of the arrest July 14 shows Offi -
cer Daniel Starks striking an un-
armed African-American man 
while he was handcuffed and 
detained. Moments later, Starks 
unholsters his taser, shoves the 
weapon into his back, and elec-
trocutes him for several sec-
onds. The video also depicts 
Starks placing his hands around 
the man’s neck and aiming the 
taser at him a second time.

While the MS NAACP com-
mends the swift action of the 

Meridian Police Department in 
the fi ring of Starks, we recog-
nize the vicious and egregious 
pattern of police violence in 
communities of color across our 
state and country, and we are 
particularly concern about the 
brutal treatment of black males 
by law enforcement. MPD and 
the FBI should launch an inves-
tigation into the actions of all 
offi cers involved in this unfortu-
nate incidence.

“Our communities cannot af-
ford to stand idly by and watch 
as police use excessive and bru-
tal force in any situation,” said 
Tabitha Jones, MS NAACP Me-
ridian Branch president. “We 
want to ensure no one else has 
to suffer this type of deplorable 
treatment and that offi cers and 
police departments across our 
state are held accountable for 

their actions.”
The NAACP has advocated 

for smarter, results-based crimi-
nal justice policies and devel-
oped resources to help commu-
nities begin conversations about 
police accountability and re-
form, including the 2016 Path-
ways to Police Reform Commu-
nity Mobilization Toolkit.

“We want every police depart-
ment in our state to proactively 
work to protect people from 
unnecessarily violent treatment 
by law enforcement offi cers,” 
said Charles R. Hampton, MS 
NAACP president.

“We cannot tolerate discrimi-
natory and abusive policing, and 
it will take community leaders, 
advocates and activists, citizens, 
and law enforcement agencies 
working together to disrupt this 
cycle.”

MS Conference NAACP calls 
for a full investigation of the 
Meridian Police Department

Letter to Governor Bryant

The Mississippi Link Newswire



It’s been called “Abiy-mania” – 
an impulse to reach out and hug the 
young new Prime Minister of Ethi-
opia, Abiy Ahmed, who brought an 
end to his country’s two-decade-
long war with Eritrea and other 
sweeping changes in the Horn of 
Africa.

This month, the 41-year-old Ethi-
opian leader landed in the United 
States where he met with thousands 
of his countrymen and women and 
reiterated his message of love and 
unity.

“He urged them to tear down the 
wall of hatred and bring home the 
culture of innovation that Los An-
geles is known for,” his chief of 
staff wrote on Twitter.

His six-day journey took him 
to Washington, D.C., Los Angeles 
and Minneapolis, where “Kassa,” a 
researcher at North Carolina State 
University was heard to exclaim: “I 
want to hug him! He’s a hugger, I 
know, so I want to hug him.”

Abiy’s call to the Diaspora seems 
to have already softened the fi ercest 
critics of the ruling party’s previous 
regime.

Among them was Abede Yimenu, 
a former major in the Ethiopian 

army and one of the 300,000 Ethio-
pians who live in the District of 
Columbia. He told the Washington 
Post he is also thinking of going 
home after being away for 17 years.

Tapping his red beret, he said: 
“This uniform shows that we be-
lieve in this prime minister and that 
we still love our country and that 
we still need to serve our country.”

Abiy also met with the leader 
of Patriotic Ginbot 7, an opposi-
tion group named for May 15, the 
date of a general election in 2005 

marred by fraud and the deaths of 
about 200 people. The pro-democ-
racy party was labeled a terrorist 
organization by the former govern-
ment.

Aside from the peace treaty with 
neighboring Eritrea, Abiy has lifted 
the state of emergency and freed 
hundreds of political prisoners.

Meanwhile, in Washington, at the 
Walter E. Washington Convention 
Center, there was dancing, fl ag wav-
ing and ululation. Religious leaders 
began the rally with prayers, prais-

ing Abiy and celebrating the future 
of the country. D.C. Mayor Muriel 
E. Bowser declared July 28 “Ethio-
pia Day” to great applause.

Before embarking for the west 
coast, Abiy met with the head of the 
World Bank, the IMF and Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence. He also oversaw 
the reconciliation of rival synods of 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and 
met the Muslim community.

The new prime minister has the 
advantage of speaking fl uent Oro-
mo, Amharic and Tigrinya. He is 
also steeped in Islam and the tra-
ditions of the Orthodox Church. 
There is something to satisfy each 
element of the coalition, which 
controls all of Parliament.

Global Information Network 
creates and distributes news and 
feature articles on current affairs 
in Africa to media outlets, schol-
ars, students and activists in the 
U.S. and Canada. Our goal is to 
introduce important new voices on 
topics relevant to Americans, to in-
crease the perspectives available 
to readers in North America and to 
bring into their view information 
about global issues that are over-
looked or under-reported by main-
stream media.

Former Democratic Congressman and Oakland 
Mayor Ron Dellums is being remembered this 
week as a warrior for justice, a statesman and an 
advocate for the poor.

“The contributions that 
Congressman Dellums 
made to our East Bay com-
munity, the nation and the 
world are too innumerable 
to count,” says California 
Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee, who succeeded Del-
lums when he left Congress 
in 1998 after 27 years. “I 
feel blessed to have called 
Congressman Dellums my 
dear friend, predecessor, 
and mentor. I will miss him 
tremendously, and I will hold dear to my heart the 
many lessons I learned from this great public ser-
vant…His legacy and spirit will be forever with 
us,” Lee said in a statement.

Having served as a legislative assistant and chief 
of staff in his Washington, D. C. congressional 
offi ce, Lee was elected to succeed Dellums upon 
his resignation in 1998. Dellums reportedly died 
of cancer in his Washington, D.C. home July 30. 
Looking back this week, Lee described him as “a 
warrior and a statesman.”

One of the 13 founding members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Dellums is perhaps best 
known for his fi erce 14-year advocacy for the end 
of Apartheid in South Africa that included his spon-
sorship of legislation imposing sanctions against 
and divesting from the country in 1986. He served 
in Congress from 1971 to 1998 when he resigned, 
citing personal diffi culties. His stent included the 
chairmanship of the Congressional Black Caucus 
from 1989 to 1991.

Dellums also fought vehemently for civil rights, 
economic justice, health care and social justice 
programs. He became known for his “alternative 
budgets” redirecting funds for jobs, education and 
anti-crime measures. As a member of Congress and 
as chairman of the House Armed Services Commit-
tee, he also advocated strongly against war.

He once said, “I have two things going for me. 
The fi rst is the fi delity to my principles. And the 
other is my ability to show up for the fi ght every 
day. Period that.”

Active in public service until too ill to do so, 
he served one term as Oakland, California’s 45th 
mayor and third black mayor from 2007 to 2011. 
As news of his death began to spread, public state-
ments were issued from other civil rights giants.

“Mr. Dellums was a relentless advocate for com-
munities of color, low-income communities, civil 
rights and social justice; who did not shy away 
from issues just because they seemed controver-
sial. He worked with Rep. Bennie Thompson to 
end apartheid in South Africa. He also served as 
the chairman of the Armed Forces Committee al-
though he was an anti-war critic,” said NAACP 
Board Chairman Leon W. Russell. “Whether as an 
activist, congressman or mayor of Oakland, Ron 
Dellums created space for our voices to be heard. 
It is said that the current generation stands on the 
shoulders of giants, Ron was a giant who blazed a 
path to empowerment that we still walk on today.”

In his ladder years, Dellums continued his advo-
cacy often times on paper, especially on health dis-
parities. His opeds were often published in black 
newspapers, including through the Trice Edney 
News Wire.

“Black History Month is an opportunity to re-
fl ect on how far America and the African-American 
community has come, and how much more we have 
to accomplish. Consider the fi eld of health care,” 
he wrote in a 2013 oped for the Trice Edney News 
Wire. “As the U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services’ Offi ce of Minority Health said last year, 
‘Although black people have continued to make 
strides and shape the United States, health rates on 
average for chronic diseases, infections and death 
have taken a toll on the population.’”

Upon his death, the National Collaborative for 
Health Equity (NCHE) released a statement de-
scribing him as a “tireless advocate for the needs 
of people of color and low-income communities, 
often challenging status quo systems of repression 
and marginalization.”

The NCHE also recalled that Dellums “called for 
the nation to embrace and value the lives of young 
people, and particularly young men of color who 
face persistent barriers to opportunity and inclu-
sion.  ‘If being an advocate of peace, justice and 
humanity toward all human beings is radical,’” the 
NCHE quoted Dellums said, ‘“then I’m glad to be 
called radical.’”
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Ethiopian Leader sparks euphoria 
during a whirlwind U. S. trip

Congressman 
Ron Dellums – 
warrior and 
statesman 
dies at 82

As teams gear up for the NFL 
season, President Trump is reviv-
ing his destructive and diversion-
ary attacks aimed at turning fans 
against players.

The league offi ce stepped in it by 
unilaterally declaring that players 
who do not wish to stand during 
the national anthem should stay in 
the locker room. The NFL players 
association had little choice but to 
force negotiations over that insult.

Jerry Jones, the owner of the 
Dallas Cowboys, is a decent guy. 
But he stuck his foot in it as well, 
when he recently announced that 
the Cowboys had to stand for the 
anthem and couldn’t stay in the 
locker room – or else. The league 
wisely told him to zip it, while the 
policy was under negotiation and 
so it goes.

So much of this is a false narra-
tive. Fake news.

Trump dishonestly insists that 
the players are disrespecting the 
fl ag. In fact, the players kneeling 
during the anthem were expressing 
a silent protest not against the fl ag, 
but against police brutality and the 
reality of structural racial inequal-
ity.

Kneeling before the fl ag in si-
lent, nonviolent protest is not disre-
spectful to the ‘Stars’ and ‘Stripes.’ 
In fact, it’s just the opposite. It is 
a sign of deference and respect, a 
call to honor what the fl ag is truly 
supposed to represent.

Burning the fl ag is constitution-
ally protected, but is a desecration. 
Burning a cross is a desecration. 
It is violent. Kneeling before the 
cross, or during the anthem, on the 
other hand, isn’t a desecration; it is 
a call for help.

Colin Kaepernick was and is 
concerned about blacks being beat-
en and killed by police. He kneeled 
during the anthem to highlight how 
the values of the fl ag were being 
ignored on the streets. He wasn’t 
disrespecting the fl ag – he was pro-
testing those who trample its val-

ues. He was being a patriot.
Now Trump wants to light the 

dynamite again. His politics prey 
and thrive on division. He hopes 
to divide us one against the other, 
while his administration rolls back 
protections of consumers, work-
ers and the environment, allowing 
corporate lobbyists to rig the rules, 
with lards of more and more tax 
cuts and subsidies on entrenched 
interests and the wealthy.

So, he purposefully peddles the 
false narrative that the players are 
disrespecting the fl ag.

Jones, who is a Trump supporter, 
isn’t a bad man. Beyond the play-
ing fi eld, beyond contracts, he 
has been a decent guy. He paid 
for the funeral of Cowboy great 
Bob Hayes. But Jones has allowed 
himself to be turned into Trump’s 
pawn in this diversion. The reality 
is that we would not have the Dal-
las Cowboys in Dallas, were it not 
for those protesting for their rights.

The victory of the Civil Rights 
Movement opened the way to a 

New South. The nonviolent pro-
tests and resistance pulled down 
the old barriers and walls in the 
South, clearing the way for the 
Cowboys and the Spurs and the 
Rockets of the New South, where 
blacks and whites could play on the 
same team and wear the same col-
ors – where fans root for the colors 
of their team, not the color of the 
players’ skin.

Successful protests – at the cost 
of far too many lives – fi nally 
ended slavery and apartheid in this 
society. We should be honoring the 
protesters, not distorting their mes-
sage.

Kaepernick was right to protest 
what is going on in our streets. He 
has paid a heavy penalty for ex-
pressing his views in a nonviolent 
and dignifi ed fashion. One of the 
best quarterbacks in the league, he 
has effectively been banned, a bla-
tant conspiracy that ought to con-
stitute a clear violation of anti-trust 
laws.

Kaepernick stands among gi-

ants. Curt Flood in baseball and 
Muhammad Ali during the prime 
years of his boxing life were also 
banned, but in the process, they 
changed sports and the country for 
the better.

There have always been politi-
cians who profi t by appealing to 
our fears. There have always been 
politicians who seek to divide us 
for political gain.

We’ve come a long way, but we 
still have a long way to go to fulfi ll 
the fl ag’s values of liberty and jus-
tice for all. The players expressing 
their views in nonviolent and dig-
nifi ed fashion aren’t disgracing the 
fl ag, they are expressing its values.

Let us turn against those who 
would divide us and join together 
to make America better.

The Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
Sr., is one of America’s foremost 
civil rights, religious, and politi-
cal fi gures and the founder of the 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition. You can 
follow the Rev. Jackson on Twitter 
at @RevJJackson.

 By Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.
NNPA Newswire Contributor

As Trump distorts NFL players’ 
messages, let’s instead join together

Abiy Ahmed on U. S. tour

Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. says that the only way to fi ght hate is with self-perseverance and love.

Dellums

TriceEdneyWire.com

TriceEdneyWire.com
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“I need to play 
a long song.” I re-
member thinking 
these words one 
day in the early 
1990’s when I 
was working as 

a gospel radio announcer at 
KCHL Radio in San Antonio. It 
was time for me to take a break 
during my 6 hour shift. Since 
there was no one else in the sta-
tion at the time, I was looking for 
songs longer than 5 minutes so 
I could take a break. I thumbed 
through the albums (yes, we still 
played albums!) and saw “Reach 
Beyond the Break parts 1 and 2” 
by Rev. Clay Evans. Combined, 
both songs were a total of 10 
minutes.

“Perfect!” I thought. Even 
though I hadn’t heard the songs 
before, I was more concerned 
about them being long enough 
for me to take a break. I cued up 
the record and listened for about 
10 seconds, just long enough 
to make sure the record wasn’t 
scratched and to hear Rev. Evans 
start his signature “talk” before 
the singing started. Then I left 
to get my snacks and something 
from my car. When I came back 
into the studio, there was at least 
1 minute left on the song. At this 
point, the choir was singing the 
refrain, “Hope is your rope.”

Once, I did eventually stay in 
the studio long enough to hear 
the entire song and thought it 
had a good message. In it, Rev. 
Evans told the story of a young 
man who was drowning and was 
calling to his father for help. His 

father couldn’t swim but threw 
him a rope. The young man did 
his best to hold onto the rope 
as his father began to pull him 
to safety. Then, the young man 
yelled that the rope was break-
ing. The father told his son to 
reach beyond the break and hold 
on.

Years later, I fi nally got the 
heart of the song: use faith to go 
beyond the “breaks” in our lives 
and hold onto God’s promises. A 
series of disappointments made 
me question so many things 
about my faith and God. I still 
believed in God’s transform-
ing power but I had somehow 
stopped believing that His pow-
er could transform my life.

One day I was dwelling on 
those many “breaks” and God 
brought the words of this song 
to my mind. This was before 
the days of YouTube and I didn’t 
have a copy of the song. All I 
could remember was the chorus 
“Reach beyond the break and 
hold on.”

Hebrews 10:22-22 encourages 
us to draw close to God. Verse 
23 says, “Let us hold unswerv-
ingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful.”   
Rather than wait for God to su-
pernaturally move in my life, I 
had to learn how to take the fi rst 
steps of faith and reach beyond 
my breaks…then have enough 
faith to hold on.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas, 
Texas based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose After a Relationship 
Ends.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or fol-
low her on Twitter @shewanda.

Reach 
beyond the 

break
We read in 2 

Corinthians 5:9-
11 these words, 
“Wherefore we 
labour, that, 
whether pres-
ent or absent, 

we may be accepted of him. 
For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ; 
that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, ac-
cording to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. 
Knowing therefore the terror 
of the Lord, we persuade men; 
but we are made manifest unto 
God; and I trust also are made 
manifest in your consciences.”

I want to help you see that 
the Word of God is true. What 
God has spoken will come to 
pass. The portion of time that 
He has allowed you is passing 
by swiftly. The things that you 
ought to think upon and stop 
and give attention to are the 
very things the devil does not 
want you to dwell upon. He 
wants to keep you in the fast 
lane of life so that you will not 
be able to consider them. That 
is one trick of the enemy in 
this age. The spirit of the world 
gets men and women drunk on 
the wine of the world, and then 
they do not know what is going 
on about them. However, they 

do know the shortness of the 
time, but Paul said in verse 11 
of our scripture text, “Know-
ing therefore the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men.” The 
judgment of God is sure, so I 
want to persuade you to be a 
Christian and to live for God 
all the days of your life and 
to be ready when He calls for 
you.  Too many people live in 
a world of fantasy, and they 
are sailing on, lifted up by the 
spirit of the devil. They think 
life here is going to last eter-
nally.

I often think about Mo-
ses.  Hebrews 11:24-26 reads: 
By faith Moses, when he was 
come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter; Choosing rather to 
suffer affl iction with the peo-
ple of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season; 
Esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt: for he had 
respect unto the recompense 
of the reward.”  Moses had a 
choice to make, so he took 
a good look at the situation. 
That is what I want you to do.  
Just stop long enough to con-
sider your way to see where it 
is going to lead you unless you 
turn to God.

Moses had a decision to 
make. You can read in the 
Book of Exodus how he was 

taken to Pharaoh’s house and 
raised as one of the Egyptians. 
As far as the world say, he had 
it made, but he was missing 
something.  There was some-
thing that he was unhappy 
about and that caused him to 
be dissatisfi ed.  He knew he 
was not dwelling among His 
own people. He was not where 
God wanted him.  The Bible 
says that he chose “rather to 
suffer affl iction with the peo-
ple of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season.” 
I say, take the whole world, 
but give me Jesus; give me the 
things of God, because they 
satisfy my soul. It is the milk 
and honey that my soul desire!

Sinner friend, the devil does 
not want you to stop and con-
sider these things. He wants to 
take you down the fast lane of 
life. This old world is moving 
at a terrible pace. For example, 
you may travel through a big 
city when the traffi c is heavy 
and the other drivers are push-
ing you right on. If you do not 
know where you are going, you 
might lose your way because 
you are traveling along so fast 
that you cannot fi nd out ex-
actly where you are and where 
you should be. That is what the 
devil is doing to young people 
and lost souls. He gets them 
tied up with the things of the 
world, and they go headstrong 

and headlong at a fast speed.  
The devil does not want them 
to stop and consider their ways 
and consider where their ways 
are leading them.

If you are a Saint of God, 
you should know the terror of 
the Lord. You know that aw-
ful, impending judgment is 
just ahead. It will happen just 
as the Bible says, and that is 
the reason we are trying to 
persuade men. That is what the 
Apostle Paul was doing when 
he was talking to King Agrip-
pa.  Agrippa said to Paul, “Al-
most thou persuadest me to be 
Christian” (Acts 26:28).

Dear one, I pray that you 
will not be almost persuaded, 
but that you will be altogether 
persuaded in your heart that 
you need to get off this world’s 
merry-go-round that is turn-
ing so fast and get right with 
God.  The Lord is making an 
exit whereby you can get off. 
You can get out of the world 
fantasy and come back to real-
ity. You have only a short time 
in this present world.

Next week Part II – Choos-
ing your destiny.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

Choosing your destiny
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“The average 
Black woman in the 
United States has to 
work all of 2017 un-
til August 7 of 2018 
to make what the 
average white man 

makes in 2017 alone. That me to say 
this is a problem is kind of the un-
derstatement of the year.” – Sheryl 
Sandberg, August 1, 2018, National 
Urban League Conference

With the 2018 National Urban 
League Conference focused on the 
theme of “Save Our Cities: Pow-
ering the Digital Revolution,” we 
could not have chosen a more ap-
propriate guest to kick off the event 
than Facebook’s Chief Operating 
Offi cer Sheryl Sandberg.

Even better, we were proud to 
use the occasion to announce two 
important new initiatives.

New research conducted by 
LeanIn.Org and SurveyMonkey in 
partnership with the National Urban 
League shows that there remains a 
striking lack of awareness around 
the pay gap black women face. On 

average, black women are paid 38 
percent less than white men and 21 
percent less than white women – 
amounting to almost $879,000 lost 
over the course of a typical career.

LeanIn is an initiative of the 
Sheryl Sandberg & Dave Goldberg 
Family Foundation, dedicated to 
empowering women in the work-
place.

Our plan is that bringing aware-
ness to this injustice will lead to 
concrete action. Not only would 
fair pay for black women drastical-
ly narrow the racial economic gap, 
but it would go a long way toward 
stabilizing our national economy. 
Because black women dispropor-
tionately are heads of households, 
fair pay would create a ripple effect 
that could lift entire communities.

Some of the key fi ndings of the 
research were:

More than 30 percent of Ameri-
cans are not aware that, on average, 
black women are paid less than 
white men.

Even when people know there’s 
a pay gap, it’s bigger than they re-
alize. On average, black women 
are paid 38 percent less than white 
men, which amounts to almost 

$870,000 lost over the course of a 
typical career; 40 percent of people 
who are aware of this gap underes-
timate its size.

About half of white men think 
obstacles to advancement for black 
women are gone, but only 14 per-
cent of black women agree.

Nearly 70 percent of people who 
are not black think that racism, sex-
ism or both are uncommon in their 
company – yet 64 percent of black 
women say they’ve experienced 
discrimination at work.

August 7 was Black Women’s 
Equal Pay Day. Share these facts 
on social media using the hashtag 
#38PercentCounts.

The second announcement is an 
expanded partnership with Face-
book to offer training in social 
media strategy and digital market-
ing our 13 Urban League Entrepre-
neurship Centers  in the following 
cities: Atlanta, GA; Baltimore, 
MD; Chicago, IL; Cincinnati, OH; 
Cleveland, OH; Houston, TX; Jack-
sonville, FL; Kansas City, MO; Las 
Vegas, NV; Los Angeles, CA; New 
Orleans, LA; Philadelphia, PA; and 
Washington, D.C.

The National Urban League will 

also join Facebook as a national ad-
visor, helping  to create new oppor-
tunities for small businesses from 
underserved communities.

This partnership with Facebook 
perfectly encapsulates the focus 
of our mission on the intersection 
between digital technology and 
economic opportunity. mpowering 
our entrepreneurs through the use 
of digital tools is a great example 
of how, truly, to fulfi ll our confer-
ence theme and power the digital 
revolution.

During our conversation, I asked 
her what she was like growing up 
and she said she was the “bossy 
girl.”

She asked the men in the audience 
to raise their hands if they’d ever 
been called bossy. Few raised their 
hands. Then she asked the women. 
We know it’s not that women act in 
more aggressive ways than men – 
it’s just our expectations.

For every little girl who’s ever 
been called bossy: Next time you 
hear some little girl called bossy, 
you walk right up to whoever 
called her that and say, “She’s not 
bossy. She has executive leadership 
skills.”

Like many of you, I watched 
the video of Wardell Jackson, 
a Capitol policeman in Missis-
sippi, pleading with protesters 
who were all around him, to stop 
blocking the entrance to the Mis-
sissippi Civil Rights Museum. 

We saw on video how the offenders were dis-
obeying him and obviously trying their best to 
agitate and disrespect Jackson.

The agitators came to his area seeking trou-
ble. They came waiving their confederate and 
Mississippi state fl ags in Jackson’s face. They 
circled in back of him and all around him. We 
saw them get up in his face no matter how many 
times he asked them to stop blocking the area. 
They paraded all around him and did all they 
could to provoke him as he remained calm, but 
persistent, in warning them to clear the area so 
that visitors to the museum could get through.

We saw Jackson at all times continue to do 
his job to prevent blockage of the entrance to 
the museum. All of this fuss took place at the 
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum! Now, tell me 
if you believe this agitation was just a coinci-
dence.

Jackson’s exact words were heard on the 
video, and it is clear that he said or did noth-
ing that was improper. He worked with great 
patience for a very long time. From what I saw 
on the video, had the situation been reversed 
and a white offi cer was giving as many warn-
ings as he gave to clear the area to black people, 
I’m sure the intruders would have been shot or 
at least arrested. Not so for Jackson who never 
even threatened arrest while I was asking my-
self how long was he going to take the harass-
ment.

Instead of being rewarded for his patience, he 
was fi red for doing his job with the patience of 
Job. Nevermind, that he was rehired a day later, 
he should never have been fi red. To add insult 
to injury he was punished for doing his job by 
being suspended. He was further punished by 
being taken off his regular shift and moved to 
the midshaft.

I can’t help but wonder if the person who re-
placed him is considered to be friendlier to the 
fl ag waving confederate agitators.

State Rep. Kathy Sykes, chair of the National 
Congress of Black Women in Jackson, spoke 
out about Jackson’s punishment, and I’m proud 
of her for that, but I urge all Mississippi politi-
cians, preachers and community leaders to not 
be satisfi ed with just putting Jackson back to 
work.

Jackson should have their support in putting 
him back on the job he had before this injus-
tice occurred. They should stand with him to 
get the payment back that was taken from him 
by suspending him. Every police offi cer and all 
who stand for fair play should send a donation 
to Jackson to make up for his loss in pay un-
til his back pay is returned to him. Otherwise, 
all of us who had plans to travel to or through 
Mississippi and spend money there should put 
those plans on hold.

We’ve seen offi cers wrongfully kill people 
in cold blood and not even get suspended for a 
day. Why should a black offi cer just doing his 
job be punished by being fi red, then suffer a loss 
in pay and position? If you don’t know where 
to send your donation to Jackson, we’ll deliver 
to him whatever you send through our Jackson, 
MS chapter. Call my offi ce at 202/678-6788 
and we can help with where to send it. Let’s 
show him we care about police offi cers who do 
the right thing.

E. Faye Williams is president of the National 
Congress of Black Women and Host of “Wake 
Up and Stay Woke” on WPFW-FM Radio 89.3. 
www.nationalcongressbw.org. 202 678-6788.
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Sandberg launches 2018 NUL Conference 
with partnership announcements

When the Con-
gressional Black 
Caucus holds its 
Annual Legislative 
Conference Septem-
ber 12-16, I hope 
there will be a tribute 
to one of its found-

ers, Congressman Ron Dellums, 
who made his transition on July 30. 
Dellums was a fi erce, focused fi ghter 
for justice, an anti-war activist who 
served in the military, authored sev-
eral CBC Alternative Budgets; bud-
gets that focused on human needs 
rather than military buildup, and an 
indefatigable fi ghter for South Afri-
can freedom. He is the epitome of 
Congressional activism, progressive 
leadership, and stellar integrity. Af-
ter 27 years in Congress and a term 
as Oakland mayor, he had a much 
lower profi le in recent years. Still, 
his name remains synonymous with 
principled leadership, and he will be 
sincerely missed.

Dellums blazed on the national 
political scene, decried by then 
Vice President Spiro Agnew as a 
“radical” from “Ber-zerkely.” Del-
lums had the right response, telling 
the Washington Post – “If being an 
advocate of peace, justice and hu-
manity toward all human beings is 
radical, then I’m glad to be called 
radical. And if it is radical to op-
pose the use of 70 percent of fed-
eral monies for destruction and war, 
then I am a radical.” With this as a 
defi nition of “radical,” the question, 
really, is why aren’t there more radi-
cals in our nation?

I’m not sure what Congressman 
Dellums would think of the organi-
zation he co-founded. While he be-

came somewhat less confrontational 
the longer he served in Congress, the 
fi ght never left him. He didn’t mind 
calling presidents or his colleagues 
out, though he did it in a way that 
even conservative House Speaker 
Tom Delay (R-TX) described as 
gentlemanly.

Upon Dellums’ retirement from 
the House of Representatives in the 
middle of his term in 1998, Delay 
said, “We are losing one of its fi nest 
members, a member that I have great 
respect for because he always did 
his homework, was so articulate and 
eloquent on this fl oor. He always got 
my attention when he stood up and 
took the microphone. He would stop 
every member in their tracks to hear 
what he had to say, and there are 
very few Members that have served 
in this body that can claim the re-
spect that both sides of the aisle had 
for the gentleman from California. 
And the incredible reputation that 
the gentleman from California has 
brought to this House; he has elevat-
ed this House. He has elevated the 
distinction of this House by serving 
here, and this House will greatly 
miss him when he leaves.”

Though Dellums ran for Congress 
as a Democrat and caucused with 
the Democrats, he did not register 
to vote as a Democrat until he ran 
for Mayor of Oakland. Indeed, he 
was one of the vice-chairs of the 
Democratic Socialists of America. 
His alternative budgets refl ected 
socialistic principles, elevating hu-
man needs over military needs, 
embracing pacifi sm instead of war 
and military intervention. He had a 
masters’ degree in social work, and 
it showed, both in his interactions 
with people and in the alternative 
budgets he worked on.

When I was a professor at UC 
Berkeley, I brought a group of stu-
dents (I called them Bey-Bey’s 
kids because some of them were 
so wild) to D.C. to soak up some 
public policy knowledge. Congress-
man Dellums’ team told us he had 
30 minutes for us, but when he met 
the group, got engaged with them 
and began to answer their questions, 
he took off his jacket, rolled up his 
sleeves, pulled out a fl ip chart and 
broke down the CBC Alternative 
Budget. We were there for almost 
two hours, far more than the allotted 
time. He acknowledged that the Al-
ternative Budget had no chance of 
passing, but said that he worked so 
hard on it because it was “a possibil-
ity.” He persistently fought for the 
right thing, even if the right thing 
was a long shot.

His tenacity was responsible for 
the passage of the Comprehensive 
Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986, leg-
islation that imposed sanctions, 
urged US companies to stop doing 
business with South Africa, and set 
conditions, including the release 
of political prisoners, before sanc-
tions could be lifted. Ronald Rea-
gan vetoed the legislation, prefer-
ring “constructive engagement,” but 
Congress overrode the veto, some-
thing that rarely happens in foreign 
policy matter. It is a tribute to Del-
lums’ political skills that a man who 
was ridiculed as a radical upon en-
tering Congress had developed the 
kinds of bipartisan relationships that 
would override a presidential veto.

Dellums got much criticism for 
his time as Oakland mayor, but it is 
essential to note that not many, after 
serving 27 years in Congress, would 
have signed up to run a troubled 
city. He was drafted by the people 

of Oakland, who urged him to serve, 
and he defi antly told people that if 
they weren’t satisfi ed with his lead-
ership, they could recall him. Del-
lums used his national notoriety 
to lobby for his city, getting more 
recovery aid from the Obama ad-
ministration than any other city ex-
cept Chicago. He saw Oakland as a 
“Model City” and encouraged citi-
zen participation, convening several 
task forces to help shape the direc-
tion of the city.

The best thing that Dellums ever 
did was succession planning. He 
surrounded himself with younger, 
bright leaders and encouraged them 
in their aspirations. One of his pro-
tégés, Keith Carson, serves on the 
Alameda County Board of Super-
visors. Another, Sandre’ Swan-
son, served in the California State 
Assembly. And Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee, as fi erce a fi ghter as 
Dellums, was his hand-picked suc-
cessor.

The Congressional Black Caucus 
today needs more Dellums energy. 
Oh, the alternative budgets still an-
nually prepared, but it doesn’t get 
the visibility that it should. Fierce 
fi ghters like Barbara Lee and Max-
ine Waters are often threatened and 
ridiculed, and not enough of their 
colleagues have their backs. And 
too many African-American politi-
cians are pragmatic, instead of be-
ing principled. May the spirit of Ron 
Dellums always live among African 
American and progressive leaders.

Julianne Malveaux is an author 
and economist. Her latest book 
“Are We Better Off? Race, Obama 
and Public Policy” is available 
via www.amazon.com for booking, 
wholesale inquiries or for more info 
visitwww.juliannemalveaux.com

Congressman Ron Dellums: 
a fi erce, focused fi ghter

By E. Faye Williams
Trice Edney Newswire

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

 By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League
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Stroke Honor Roll

Forrest General Hospital received 
the American Heart Association’s 
Get With The Guidelines®-Stroke 
Gold Plus Quality Achievement 
Award with Target: StrokeSM Honor 
Roll. The award recognizes the hos-
pital’s commitment to providing the 
most appropriate stroke treatment 
according to nationally recognized, 
research-based guidelines based on 
the latest scientifi c evidence.

“The American Heart Association 
and American Stroke Association rec-
ognize Forrest General for its com-
mitment to stroke care,” said Paul 
Heidenreich, M.D., M.S., national 
chairman of the Get With The Guide-
lines Steering Committee and Profes-
sor of Medicine at Stanford Univer-
sity. “Research has shown there are 
benefi ts to patients who are treated 
at hospitals that have adopted the Get 
With The Guidelines program.”

Hospitals must achieve 85 percent 
or higher adherence to all Get With 
The Guidelines-Stroke achievement 
indicators for two or more consecu-
tive 12-month periods and achieve 
75 percent or higher compliance with 
fi ve of eight Get With The Guide-
lines-Stroke quality measures to re-
ceive the Gold Plus Quality Achieve-
ment Award.

To qualify for the Target: Stroke 
Honor Roll, hospitals must meet 
quality measures developed to reduce 
the time between the patient’s arrival 
at the hospital and treatment with the 
clot-buster tissue plasminogen activa-
tor, or tPA, the only drug approved by 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion to treat ischemic stroke. If given 
intravenously in the fi rst three hours 
after the start of stroke symptoms, 
tPA has been shown to signifi cantly 
reduce the effects of stroke and lessen 
the chance of permanent disability. 
Forrest General earned the award by 
meeting specifi c quality achievement 
measures for the diagnosis and treat-
ment of stroke patients at a set level 
for a designated period.

These quality measures are de-
signed to help hospital teams follow 
the most up-to-date, evidence-based 
guidelines with the goal of speeding 
recovery and reducing death and dis-
ability for stroke patients.

“Forrest General has committed to 
delivering advanced stroke treatments 

to patients quickly and safely. The 
guidelines set forth by the American 
Heart Association and the Get With 
The Guidelines program help us and 
other facilities improve our patients’ 
outcomes and their quality of life fol-
lowing a stroke. Because stroke is the 
5th leading cause of death in Missis-
sippi, these quality measures are vital 
to our patients’ safety and recovery,” 
said Christy Lofton, Forrest General 
stroke coordinator. 

Forrest General has also met spe-
cifi c scientifi c guidelines as a Primary 
Stroke Center featuring a comprehen-
sive system for rapid diagnosis and 
treatment of stroke patients admitted 
to the emergency department.

Get With The Guidelines®-S puts 
the expertise of the American Heart 
Association and American Stroke 
Association to work for hospitals na-
tionwide, helping hospital care teams 
ensure the care provided to patients is 
aligned with the latest research-based 
guidelines. Developed with the goal 
to save lives and improve recovery 
time, Get With The Guidelines®-S 
has impacted more than 3 million pa-
tients since 2003.

According to the American Heart 
Association and the American Stroke 
Association, stroke is the No. 5 cause 
of death and a leading cause of adult 
disability in the United States. On 
average, someone in the U.S. suffers 
a stroke every 40 seconds, someone 
dies of a stroke every four minutes, 
and nearly 800,000 people suffer a 
new or recurrent stroke each year. 

For more information about stroke 
signs and symptoms or stroke care at 
Forrest General, visit forrestgeneral.
com/stroke.

Forrest General Hospital is hosting 
free educational sessions to answer 
questions and provide information 
about Medicare.

Information will be shared about 
Medicare, Medicare Supplemental 
Plans, Medicare Advantage Plans, 
Medicare Prescription Drug Plans, 
and how to enroll in the plan of your 
choice.

“We encourage people in the com-
munity to attend one of our Educa-
tional Sessions. We welcome the op-
portunity to share information and 
explain the different plans that are 
available. This also allows us to an-
swer questions to help participants 
understand how Medicare and other 

plans work together to pay medical 
claims and prescription drug pur-
chases,” said Pat Riley, director of 
insurance operations at Forrest Gen-
eral.

The next meetings will be:
Tuesday, August 21, at Marion 

General Hospital’s conference room 
(1560 Sumrall Road) at 10 a.m.

Thursday, August 23, at Madison 
Plaza, Suite A in Hattiesburg at 5:30 
p.m.

Thursday, August 28, at Madison 
Plaza, Suite A in Hattiesburg at 10 
a.m.

For more information or to reserve 
a place at the event, call 601-288-
4445 or visit forrestgeneral.com/
medicare.

A new study fi nds that 
‘free’ healthcare will cost 
the federal government more 
than $32 trillion over the next 
10 years. These numbers were 
calculated after analyzing the 
‘Medicare for All Act,’ intro-
duced by Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers (I-VT) last year. And the 
numbers may be on the low 
side. “These estimates are 
conservative because they as-
sume the legislation achieves 
its sponsors’ goals of dramati-
cally reducing payments to 
health providers, in addition 
to substantially reducing drug 
prices and administrative 
costs...A doubling of all cur-
rently projected federal indi-
vidual and corporate income 
tax collections would be in-
suffi cient to fi nance the add-
ed federal costs of the plan,” 
the study from the Mercatus 
Center notes. As we know, 

there is no such thing as a 
free lunch. The ‘Medicare for 
All Act’ would have several 
consequences detrimental to 
the quality of healthcare in 

America. While demand for 
services would increase, pay-
ments to providers would be 
reduced by more than 40 per-
cent. That would likely have 

the effect of reducing avail-
ability of existing health ser-
vices, the quality of services, 
or both. While more than 
doubling taxes.

Mississippi Organ Recov-
ery Agency (MORA) hosted 
the 5th Annual Spero Awards 
July 31 at the Hilton Jackson. 
The awards ceremony recog-
nized hospital partners, medi-
cal professionals, corporate 
partners and donor ambas-
sadors who work in conjunc-
tion with MORA to promote 
organ, eye and tissue dona-
tion to ultimately save and 
heal lives.

The speaker for the awards 
ceremony was donor mom 
Adrian Murry of Hattiesburg. 
Adrian’s son Kendrick was 
an organ and tissue donor in 
2015.

A total of 17 Spero Awards 
were presented to individu-
als and organizations from 
areas throughout the state. 
The word Spero (Spā-rō) is 
Latin for “hope.” The title 
was chosen to refl ect the hope 
that organ and tissue donation 
brings to those in need of a 
lifesaving organ or a life heal-
ing tissue transplant.

2018 Spero Award recipi-
ents:

Most Supportive Ancillary 
or Healthcare Staff – Jesus 
Monico, PhD, University of 
Mississippi Medical Center

Nurse Champion of the 
Year- Pam Burleson, St. 
Dominic Hospital

Advanced Practice Nurse 
or Nurse Manager of the 
Year- Misty Tucker, North 
Mississippi Medical Center

Physician Champion of the 
Year- Dr. Gilbert Mbeo, Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center

Hospital Leadership of the 
Year Award- Michelle Craw-
ford, University of Mississip-
pi Medical Center, Grenada

Hospital Most Supportive 
of Tissue Donation- Forrest 
General Hospital, Hattiesburg

Most Supportive Organ & 
Tissue Hospital- University 
of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter, Grenada

Most Supportive Mortuary 
Services- Damien Murriel, 
Jackson Memorial Funeral 
Service

Most Supportive Coroner- 
David Ruth, Rankin County 
Coroner

Community Faith Leader 
or Chaplain of the Year- 
Chaplain Doris Whitaker, 
University of Mississippi 
Medical Center

Volunteer of the Year- Lar-
ry and Ellen Duvernay, Gulf-
port

Donation Advocate of the 
Year- Bill and Leslie Carruth, 
Meridian

Corporate Partner of the 
Year- Hinds County Board of 
Supervisors, Jackson

Most Supportive Surgical 
Staff – St. Dominic Hospital, 
Jackson

Most Supportive Critical 
Care Staff- Memorial Hospi-
tal at Gulfport

Storyteller Award – Patrice 
Clark, WLBT-TV

Red Heart Award-Jackson 
County DPS Examiner’s Sta-
tion

Mississippi State Medical 
Examiner’s Offi ce was also 
presented with the Gift of 
Life Award for the dedication 
and commitment that the staff 
shows in helping to preserve 
opportunities for donation. 
Mississippi Lions Eye Bank 
(MLEB) presented the Gift 
of Sight Award to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center in Jackson and the 
Partners in Vision Award to 
Garden Park Medical Center 

in Gulfport, for their work in 
helping to facilitate sight sav-
ing corneal transplants. Hos-
pital Excellence Awards were 
awarded to eight hospitals 
who have achieved national 
organ donation performance 
standards set by the U.S. De-
partment of Health & Human 
Services.

Hospitals receiving those 
awards were:

Forrest General Hospital
Garden Park Medical Cen-

ter
Merit Health Rankin
North Mississippi Medical 

Center
Ocean Springs Hospital
Rush Foundation Hospital
Singing River Hospital
University of Mississippi 

Medical Center, Jackson
Also recognized during 

the ceremony were 28 hos-
pitals from across the state 
that have enrolled in the Mis-
sissippi Hospitals for Hope 
campaign, which was devel-
oped to raise awareness for 
the need of organ, eye and 
tissue donation and increase 
registrations.

The hospitals recognized 
for their participation in 
the state Hospitals for Hope 
campaign were:

Anderson Regional Medi-
cal Center

Anderson Regional Medi-
cal Center-South

Delta Regional Medical 
Center

Field Health System
Forrest General Hospital
Garden Park Medical Cen-

ter
Highland Community Hos-

pital
John C. Stennis Memorial 

Hospital
King’s Daughters Medical 

Center
Laird Hospital
Magee General Hospital
Memorial Hospital at Gulf-

port
Merit Health Central
Merit Health River Region
Mississippi Baptist Medi-

cal Center
North Mississippi Medical 

Center 
North Mississippi Medical 

Center-Iuka
North Mississippi Medical 

Center-Pontotoc
North Sunfl ower Medical 

Center
Ocean Springs Hospital
OCH Regional Medical 

Center
Rush Foundation Hospital
St. Dominic Hospital
Scott Regional Hospital
Simpson General Hospital
Singing River Hospital
University of Mississippi 

Medical Center
University of Mississippi 

Medical Center, Grenada
A new patient is added to 

the national transplant wait-
ing list every 10 minutes 
and an average of 20 people 
die each day awaiting a life-
saving transplant that never 
comes. Currently there are 
nearly 1,300 Mississippians 
on the organ transplant wait-
ing list with over 1,200 of 
those waiting on a kidney 
transplant. MORA wants ev-
eryone to know one organ 
donor can save eight lives 
and one tissue donor can save 
or improve the lives of 50 re-
cipients or more.

Join the 750,000+ Missis-
sippians who are currently 
on the MS Donor Registry by 
registering as an organ, eye 
and tissue donor at msora.
org/register.
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Forrest General 
Hospital 

receives Award

Forrest General Hospital 
to offer seminars to 
educate the public on 
high quality, affordable 
healthcare options

‘Medicare for All’ 
comes at a cost

MS Organ Recovery Agency 
honors those committed to 

saving and healing lives

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Donor mom Adrian Murry speaks at the 2018 Spero Awards hosted 
by Mississippi Organ Recovery Agency. 
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Garrett 
Enterprises 

Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed and electronic bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 
1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
09/11/2018, for:

RE: GS# 343-115 
 Fairgrounds Improvements - PH I 
 (CMP Upgrades - Winter Building)
 Fair Commission (Department of Agriculture and Commerce)
 RFx # 3160002426

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

Professional: Wier Boerner Allin Architecture, PLLC 
Address:     2727 Old Canton Road, Suite 200
  Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Phone:  601-321-9107
Email:                   sclemmer@wbaarchitecture.com

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not 
be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Calvin R. Sibley, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

8/2/2018, 8/9/2018

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2018-07 Pool of Service Providers for ACT Preparation Services

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) August 21, 2018, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  Proposal 
forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by emailing 
pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be 
picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at www.
jackson.k12.ms.us. 

8/2/2018, 8/9/2018 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2018-06 Exceptional Education Speech 
Language Pathologist Service Providers

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) August 17, 2018, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  Proposal 
forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by emailing 
pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be 
picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at www.
jackson.k12.ms.us. 

8/2/2018, 8/9/2018 
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AIRLINES ARE HIRING -  Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-
367-2510.
HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING
ONLINE. Start a New Career in Medical
Billing and Coding.  Medical
Administrative Assistant.  To learn more,
call Ultimate Medical Academy.  866-
238-7025
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN - ONLINE
TRAINING AVAILABLE! Take the first
step into a new career!  Call now:  855-
262-2120

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350  procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress.
Ad# 6118

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Get Your
Diabetic Testing Supplies at Little to No
Cost and Have Them Delivered Right to
Your Door. Shipping is FREE! We accept
most insurance and Medicare Part D. Call
Now! 877-581-6495
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit: 888-964-0893
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE. Over 150
Channels. ONLY $35/month (for 12
mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa
Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions
apply) CALL 1- 855-978-3110.
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Call  1-877-628-3143

OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner's Relief Line now for Help! 1-
866-833-1513

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-877-224-1236
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can't reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 877-824-5591

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

I n s u r a n c e

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t

F o r  S a l e

Week of August 05, 2018

PARKER
DRILLING

invites applications for the 
following positions: 

FLOORHAND–(Experience)
and 

BOAT SKIPPER
Positions located in New Iberia, LA.

JOB FAIR on August 9 & 10,
2018. 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Parker
Drilling, 1110 Unifab Road, New
Iberia, LA 70560.

WALK-INS WELCOME!
Job Descriptions and to apply can
be accessed via Parker Drilling
Career site: www.parker-
drilling.com - and then go
to careers.

Advertising
Solutions

That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortifi cation and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Mississippi Newspapers
At Top Of The Stack!

Though there is lots of competition, newspapers stack up
as the number one form of advertising that Mississippi
residents have used in the past month to make a
purchasing decision. (Pulse Research, June 2016)

It stacks up for smart business advertising to be 

where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Mississippi Newspapers
At Top Of The Stack!

Though there is lots of competition, newspapers stack up
as the number one form of advertising that Mississippi
residents have used in the past month to make a
purchasing decision. (Pulse Research, June 2016)

It stacks up for smart business advertising to be 

where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6
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LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR A
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM FOR 

AUDITING SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

PROJECT NO. 8100-010-18
AUGUST 1, 2018

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals 
(“Proposal”) for a  Certifi ed Public Accounting Firm to conduct fi nancial 
audits of  the JMAA fi nancial statements, audits of fi xed assets, assist the 
DBE Program Offi ce with personal net worth reviews of applicants for  DBE 
certifi cation, and provide consulting services on an as-needed basis.

JMAA will receive Proposals at the offi ces of JMAA, Suite 300, Main Termi-
nal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 Inter-
national Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. Central Standard 
Time on August 30, 2018 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request 
for Proposals (“RFP”) is on fi le and open for public inspection at the offi ces 
of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, 
General Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respon-
dents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of 
the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Robin Byrd, 
JMAA’s Procurement Manager, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Offi ce Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com

or from JMAA’s website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/pro-
curement/

Based on the Proposals received, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) 
Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. 
JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked fi rst on the list. If 
such negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfac-
tory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject 
the fi rst-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other 
Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and 
enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA will not hold a pre-submission conference for this project. JMAA 
reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any time 
before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA to 
perform the Services.
 
JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 35% for the Services 
solicited by this RFP.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

8/9/2018, 08/16/2018

LEGAL

Abandoned Vehicle

1993 Honda Accord - Black
VIN #1HGCB7698PA144763
Ben Williams purchased tag from 150 Langford Drive on 9/24/11 at 10 a.m.

8/9/18, 8/17/18, 08/24/18



Homework for Mississippi Board of Nursing

LOCAL
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Recently, the Mississippi Board of 
Nursing had a homework assignment, 
which consisted of donating school sup-
plies to Youth Villages. The nonprofi t 
supports children with emotional, behav-
ioral and mental health concerns by pro-
viding professional support and stable 
environments across the state of Missis-
sippi. Youth Villages’ mission is to help 
children and families live successfully.

Members of the MS Board of Nursing, 
their staff members and nursing students 
across the state collected school supplies 
at recent meetings and donated the sup-
plies at their headquarters in Ridgeland, 
Miss.

“The MS Board of Nursing is a proud 
partner and supporter of Youth Villages. 
Nurses touch so many lives all across 
this state,” said Phyllis Johnson, execu-

tive director of the MS Board of Nurs-
ing. “Our board supports the education 
of students in Mississippi and would like 
to ensure these students get off to a great 
start. This is only one way nurses give 
back; not only do nurses heal, we also 
donate.”

“These donations provide an opportu-
nity for our counselors to deliver school 
supplies to all of the children that Youth 
Villages services” said Rachel Hughes, 
Youth Villages community relations 
manager. “Many of our kids’ parents do 
not have the resources, or they do not 
have parents with the stability to provide 
their needs. This is one less thing for our 
children and their parents to worry about 
starting the school year.” 

For more information, please contact 
Camille Young at 601-594-0945 or cyo-
ung@cgagroup.com.

The Mississippi Link Newswire



FILM REVIEW:
“EIGHTH GRADE”
TEEN ANGST EXPLORED IN POIGNANT 
COMING-OF-AGE DRAMEDY
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Kayla Day (Elsie Fisher) is starting 
her last week of middle school, and 
graduation can’t come soon enough 
for her. After all, the lonely 13 year-
old has just been voted “Most Quiet” 
by her classmates, despite being des-
perate to make friends.

Nevertheless, she fi nds herself 
routinely ignored because she’s 
overweight, pimply and not from a 
prominent family. So, between being 
ostracized by the popular cliques and 
going unnoticed by the cute boy (Luke 

Prael) she has a crush on, Kayla leads 
a very solitary and unhappy existence.

It doesn’t help matters that she’s an 
only child, and that her well-meaning 
single-dad (Josh Hamilton) doesn’t 
have a clue about how to connect with 
a daughter growing up in the Digital 
Age. The two barely talk to each other 
at the dinner table. She just scrolls 
through social media on her cell be-
tween bites while grudgingly giving 
monosyllabic responses to his ques-
tions about how her day went. 

However, we see a whole other side 
of Kayla as soon as she retreats to her 

bedroom where she hosts a show on 
her own Youtube channel. There, she 
doles out precocious advice daily to 
fellow teens on such topics as “How 
to be confi dent” and “Putting yourself 
out there,” invariably signing off with 
the optimistic exclamation, “Gucci!” 
Too bad she has a hard time conquer-
ing her own fears in real life.

For example, at her father’s insis-
tence, she reluctantly attended the 
birthday pool party of Kennedy (Cath-
erine Oliviere), a mean girl whose 
mother had extended the invitation. 
Kayla felt so uncomfortable after 

being teased about the present she 
brought and about how she looked in 
a bathing suit, that she called home to 
be picked up early.

Thus unfolds Eighth Grade, a haunt-
ing, coming-of-age dramedy marking 
the impressive writing and directorial 
debut of actor Bo Burnham (Rough 
Night). The fi lm also features a break-
out performance by Elsie Fisher who 
is oh so convincing as the beleaguered 
protagonist at the center of the story. 
One can’t help but cringe watching 
her tortured character’s palpable angst 
about being bullied.

A la Thirteen (2003) and Lady Bird 
(2017), Eighth Grade paints a poi-
gnant portrait of a tormented adoles-
cent awkwardly negotiating a rite of 
passage.

Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity, sexuality and 

mature themes
Running time: 94 minutes
Production Studios: A24 Films / 

Scott Rudin Productions
Distributor: A24 Films
To see a trailer for Eighth Grade, 

visit: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=y8lFgF_IjPw

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Stevie Wonder

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

 By Kam Williams
Columnist

6. NOVA: Wonders [Season 1]
7. Across the River
8. Overboard

9. Nella: The Princess Knight [Royal Quests]
10. Rusty Rivets

Top Ten DVD List  |  July 31, 2018

1. Kings 2. Tully 3. Murdoch Mysteries: Series 11 4. FRONTLINE: Myanmar’s Killing 
Fields

5. NATURE: Shark Mountain



BOOK REVIEW:
“HOW SWEET THE SOUND: 
THE STORY OF AMAZING GRACE”
BYCAROLE BOSTON WEATHERFORD, 
  ILLUSTRATED BY FRANK MORRISON
  C.2018, ATHENEUM BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS     
  $17.99 / $23.99 CANADA  •  48 PAGES

In church, you sing a lot of 
songs.

Some are just for Sunday 
School, and you clap when you 
sing them. Others make you 
dance right in your seat. And 
some songs you sing in church 
are very old and have a quiet, 
hidden meaning.

In “How Sweet the Sound” 
by Carole Boston Weatherford, 
illustrated by Frank Morrison, 
you’ll learn about one song 
that feels a lot like a prayer.

John Newton was not a very 

nice man.
He was a brawling sailor, 

and that was why he was so 
mean: he had to be tough, and 
that meant fi ghting and swear-
ing and hurting people. He’d 
been doing it for years and 
he didn’t have plans to stop. 
Toughness was in his blood.

But then, one night, there 
was a storm and John was at 
the wheel of the ship as she 
tossed back and forth on the 
waves. The rest of the crew 
was frightened and, truthfully, 
so was John. He began to think 
about all the things he’d done 

in his life. He remembered 
how much he loved his mother, 
and he recalled when she died.

Was that when John be-
came a not-so-nice guy?  Was 
that when he started “picking 
fi ghts” and arguing?

No, John was still nice then. 
He met Mary, the woman he 
loved, and they had plans 
for the future until the Navy 
nabbed John and forced him to 
enlist.

Ah, there’s where John be-
came a cruel bully. It hap-
pened aboard a ship, where 
he worked hauling humans 

over the ocean to bring them 
to slavery. Oh, John suddenly 
understood – and he began to 
pray.

He prayed when he bailed 
water. He prayed as he “plugs 
leaks.” He talked to God while 
he was at the helm of the ship. 
He prayed and prayed until 
the sun peeked over the hori-
zon on wet but peaceful sails. 
He prayed because the crew 
still wasn’t out of danger and 
he kept praying until the ship 
reached land.

God spared John’s life and, 
in gratitude, John became a 

preacher and spoke out against 
slave ships. Then he wrote 
a song that people of many 
faiths have leaned on in times 
of trouble.

You’ve sung the words 
countless times. You’ve heard 
the song in many places. But 
did you know the true story of 
the classic hymn?

Most people haven’t, but 
in “How Sweet the Sound,” 
author Carole Boston Weath-
erford tells it with couplets 
more powerful than a storm at 
sea; indeed, this book is little 
more than a poem written in 

descriptive style, but sparsely, 
which lends more weight to 
each careful word. The tale it-
self – that of John Newton – is 
all true, and that’s explained in 
Weatherford’s Author’s Note 
near the back cover. Be sure 
you read that, too. It makes 
an extraordinary story even 
more… amazing.

With beautiful artwork by 
Frank Morrison, this book is 
great for children ages 4-to-8 
and may be a Sunday School 
winner for kids and adults. 
“How Sweet the Sound” could 
make your soul sing.

 By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING 
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX 
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 
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COMMUNITY
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The Community Health Cen-
ter Association of Mississippi 
(CHCAM), known formerly as 
the Mississippi Primary Health 
Care Association (MPHCA), 
will host its annual 65x65 health 
fair, 5k and 10k races, and Kids 

Dash at the Mississippi Sports 
Hall of Fame Saturday, August 
11, beginning at 7:30 a.m.

The event, also held in com-
munities throughout the state, 
serves as a mainstay for the or-
ganization’s 65x65 obesity chal-
lenge, which intends to move 

65,000 of the state’s citizens out 
of obesity by the year 2065.

The organization is encourag-
ing the general public, as well as 
health center patients and pro-
viders from across the state to 
come and learn more about the 
importance of good health from 

highly-qualifi ed physicians, and 
witness the over 200 registered 
participants compete in this 
year’s challenge.

On-site registration for the 5k 
and 10k will be available on the 
day of the race for a cost of $30 
and $35 respectively.

For a full schedule of events 
and for more information about 
the initiative, visit 65x65.com or 
contact Desiree Stinson at (601) 
981-1817.

Who: Community Health 
Center Association of Missis-
sippi

What: 65x65 Obesity Chal-
lenge 5k and10k Races, Public 
Health Fair, and Kids Dash

When: Saturday, August 11, 
2018, at 7:30 a.m.

Where: Mississippi Sports 
Hall of Fame, 1152 Lakeland 
Drive, Jackson, MS 39216

Community Health Center Association of MS to hold annual race and health fair
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Hinds County School District Weekly Update
“Welcome to Convocation 2018” District Administrators 

Perform Dancing in the Street 
/ Teaching to the E4 Beat!

Delesicia Martin, Superintendent of 
Education for the HCSD Outlines District 
Mission, Goals and Expectations

Ben Harper, Special Agent for Training with the Mississippi 
Gaming Commission, provided the Civilian Response to Ac-
tive Shooter Events (CRASE) training to the employees.

Over 750 employees from across the district attended convocation.

Harper interacting with an employee.

Pictured L-R: Frankie Blackmon, Director of Instruction; Chasedy Bergold, 
Curriculum Coordinator; Dr. William Sellers, Assistant Superintendent; Lisa 
Jones, Director of Technology; and Michelle Ray, Director of Student Services.

Pictured L-R: Lorenzo Grimes, principal-RHS; Earl Burke assistant superintendent 
of Business Services; Kim Davenport, principal-Restart Center; and Cliff Newell, 
principal-THS

Delesicia Martin, superintendent and William Sellers, assistant superintendent



August 8 - 14, 2018

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$799

USDA  CHOICE

BEEF  CHUCK
ROAST

PER  LB.

$379

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$199

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

JUMBO
BISCUITS
16  OZ.  ......................................

 $139

KRAFT  AMERICAN

SLICED
CHEESE
12  OZ.  ...................................... 

$299

BORDEN

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

$199

ASSORTED

YOPLAIT
YOGURT
4 - 6  OZ. ...................................   

2/$1
FLORIDA'S  NATURAL

ORANGE
JUICE
59  OZ. ......................................  

$299

MC  KENZIE

CHUB  CORN
16 - 20  OZ. ......................................  

$100

TJ  FARMS  FROZEN

SHOESTRING 
POTATOES
20  OZ. ........................................... 

$100

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

FAMILY  PACK

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$159

BONELESS

FRYER 
BREAST

PER  LB.

$159

QUARTER  LOIN

PORK  
CHOPS

PER  LB.

$129

FAMILY  PACK

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$179

REG.,  THICK,  GARLIC

BRYAN  SLICED
BOLOGNA

12  OZ.

99¢

FAMILY  PACK

TURKEY
NECKS

PER  LB.

69¢

FAMILY  PACK

CATFISH
NUGGETS

PER  LB.

$139

FAMILY  PACK

FRYER
WINGS

PER  LB.

$199

2  PACK  

PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$179

FRESH

RUSSET  POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$399
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FRESH  EXPRESSED

SALAD
MIX

12  OZ.

$129

FRESH

TROPICAL
PINEAPPLES

EACH

$199




