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Remembering Emmett Till: ‘“Because if we in America
have reached the point in our desperate culture where we
must murder children, no matter for what reason or what

color, we don’t deserve to survive and probably won’t.”

- TIMOTHY B. TYSON, THE BLOOD OF EMMETT TILL

Espy holds
official office

By Othor Cain
Editor

Momentum is building around
the Mike Espy for United States
Senate Campaign. Fresh off the
heels of a recently released state-
wide poll showing Espy gaining
ground among key constituent
groups, Espy and his team held
an official grand opening of his
campaign office.

“This is an exciting time for
all of us. We’re just about two
months away from this election
and we have a clear path to victo-
ry,” Espy told the crowd of more
than 200 supporters from across
the state. “Our polling shows us

Espy and wife Portia are joined by supporters at ribbon cuing.

L

leading in a close three-way race,
and that is confirmed by our op-
ponents’ polling. We need every-
one here and all your friends and
family to help us build on this
momentum.”

The poll, conducted by The
Mellman Group, surveyed 600
voters statewide representing the
likely November 2018 elector-
ate. Interviews were conducted
by telephone August 1 thought 7,
2018, using a registration-based
sample of cellphones and land-
lines. The margin of error is +/- 4
percentage points at a 95 percent

Espy

Continued on page 3

Property sale due to
unpaid taxes draws a big
crowd in Hinds County

By Othor Cain
Editor

This week, Courtroom No. 7
in the Hinds County Courthouse
is a very popular hangout. The
annual delinquent property tax
sale is underway. The first day
of the tax sale for properties in
Hinds County drew a standing
room only crowd. “This is a good
day for our county,” said Eddie
Fair, Hinds County Tax collector.
“Monies from these properties
are placed back into our general
fund and used for various reasons
including the Jackson Public
School District.”

Fair said although the annual
event raises millions of dollars
for the county, it is bittersweet
for him because in a real sense,
property owners lose. “We don’t
want to see anyone lose their

Tax Sales
Continued on page 3
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David Marion

leading by example

41st Grand Basileus gives $30K to local HBCUs

By Othor Cain
Editor

His deeds, his vision his mindset and
his heart have made his name synonymous
with service and leadership.

David Marion became a member of Ome-
ga Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. in 1979 through
the Eta Xi Chapter in Starkville, MS. He
has held the following positions: Vice Basi-
leus — Eta Xi Chapter, Basileus — Eta Xi
Chapter, Regional Representative — North
Region Mississippi, State Scholarship
Chair, State Marshal, 1st Vice State Rep-
resentative (Mississippi — 3 terms), State
Representative (Mississippi — 3 terms),
Seventh District Historian, Seventh District
Rule, Recommendations & Bylaws Chair-
man and 1st Vice Seventh District Repre-
sentative (3 terms).

As the 21st Seventh District Represen-
tative, Marion successfully leveraged the
tremendous platform of leading the largest
district in Omega. During his tenure as dis-
trict representative, chapters in the 7th Dis-
trict donated more than 1 million dollars in
scholarships to college-bound high school
seniors and fed more than 1600 families in
Mississippi and Florida.

By utilizing the talents of the brother-
hood, the 7th District developed the first
online district-wide meeting registration,
dues payment and MSP candidate fee sub-
mission portal in the history of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc. Other accomplishments
include increasing district scholarships for
undergraduate brothers to $80,000; creat-
ing the first “Healthy Ques” newsletter
focusing on health matters for black men
and their families; and overseeing 7th dis-
trict membership with approximately 5,000
financial brothers in 147 chapters on the
strength of reclamation efforts.

In July 2014, Marion was elected 1st
Vice Grand Basileus of Omega Psi Phi dur-
ing the grand conclave in Philadelphia. In
this role, he was responsible for the for-
mation and operation of all committees of
Omega and the planning and execution of
all national meetings of the fraternity.

History was made earlier this year when
Marion, in grand style, was elected Grand
Basileus of Omega Psi Phi in July at the
grand conclave in New Orleans. The 7th
District lead a mardi style parade as the
largest district headed to the polls for a very
decisive victory.

Marion has the distinct honor of being
the first Mississippian to be elected to a
national seat for the fraternity. Becoming
Grand Basileus, raises that status to him
being the only sitting national president of
a greek organization living in the state of
Mississippi.

Friday, August 24, Marion launched his
programs and laid out his vision for the fra-
ternity at the Jackson Convention Complex
in Jackson, Miss. This program launch, at-
tended by notable elected officials, college
presidents, fraternity members from across
the country and other members of the Di-
vine 9 struck a cord of unity. All nine greek
service organizations including regional di-
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Tougaloo College Presdent Beverly Hogan accepts $10K check from David Marion.

Jackson State University President William Bynum accepts $10K check from Marion.

-

Rust College President David Beckley accepts $20K check from Marion. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

rectors, chapter presidents and others were
there to welcome him as the new national
leader and offer their support to enhance his
programs.
Marion believes in leading by example.
It is one thing to say you have an HBCU
Initiative; its one thing to say HBCUs need

our help...its another thing to put your
money where your mouth is. Marion’s
first order of business during the program
launch was to bestow $10K each to Jackson

Marion
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Dr. King’s dream on the ballot

By Lee Saunders
President of AFSCME

Fifty-five years ago this week,
Dr. Martin Luther King stepped
to the podium at the Lincoln Me-
morial and delivered one of the
most famous speeches in Ameri-
can history: “I Have A Dream.”

The March on Washington was
about more than desegregation,
voting rights and equal access to
public accommodations. It was
also a demonstration specifically
for economic empowerment and
opportunity. Organized by two
labor leaders, Bayard Rustin and
A. Philip Randolph, its full name
was the “March on Washing-
ton for Jobs and Freedom.” And
King’s dream, in addition that
we be judged by the content of
our character, was that African
Americans would no longer live
“on a lonely island of poverty
in the midst of a vast ocean of
material prosperity” (one of the
speech’s first lines).

Throughout his life, King
made the connection between
economic justice and racial jus-
tice a centerpiece of his doctrine,
especially toward the end of his
life when he began to organize
the Poor People’s Campaign.
He was also a strong ally of the
union movement, which is what
brought him to Memphis, Ten-
nessee in 1968.

Thirteen hundred sanitation
workers — members of my union:
the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employ-
ces (AFSCME) — had gone on
strike to protest plantation-like
working conditions. For African-
American workers up against a
pro-segregation mayor, walking
off the job was an unimaginably
courageous statement of collec-
tive action. But that’s exactly

Saunders

what they did, after the gruesome
death of two men in an accident
caused by a malfunctioning, run-
down truck. They marched under
a proud and defiant slogan, a sim-
ple but powerful declaration of
their humanity in just four words:
I AM A MAN.

King came to Memphis to
lend his support. Despite crip-
pling fatigue and overwhelming
demands on his time, he came
to Memphis because he saw in
the sanitation workers’ struggle
everything that the next phase of
the civil rights movement had to
be about — fighting poverty and
asserting the dignity of working
people.

Memphis, tragically, would
be King’s last campaign. He
was gunned down by an assas-
sin at the Lorraine Motel on the
evening of April 4. A few weeks
later, the strike was settled, with
the city acceding to most of the
sanitation workers’ demands.

To mark the 50th anniver-
sary of these events, AFSCME
launched an initiative called I
AM 2018, which brought thou-
sands to Memphis this past April
to march and demonstrate, to
honor the sacrifice of King and
the sanitation strikers.

But I AM 2018 isn’t just a his-
tory lesson. It is about both reflec-
tion and renewal. It is more than
a commemoration; it’s a call to

action. Because, while there has
been substantial progress since
1968, America is still plagued
by racial discrimination, vast
income inequality and a rigged
economy that stifles the freedom
of all working people. The goal
is to draw courage and inspira-
tion from the Memphis heroes,
so we can continue the fight for
civil rights, workers’ rights and
human rights.

So,  AM 2018 didn’t begin and
end with a few events in Mem-
phis this spring. This is a sus-
tained campaign involving the
training and mobilizing of thou-
sands of activists to make change
in their communities. I AM 2018
is about political engagement.
Over the next several weeks we
will connect the Memphis story
to today’s challenges, asking
people to answer the call to ac-
tion by organizing not just in the
streets but also on-line, voting
in the upcoming elections, and
holding elected officials account-
able after that.

Through I AM 2018, we must
put King’s dream on the ballot
in November and on the nation’s
agenda in the months and years
to follow.

Lee Saunders is the national
president of the American Feder-
ation of State, County and Munic-
ipal Employees (AFSCME). You
can follow the I AM 2018 cam-
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In Memonriam

Remembering
Paul Burnley

July 31, 1937 - August 15, 2018

Burnley

Paul Burnley was born
to the late Charley Burnley
Sr. and Roberta Terry Burn-
ley July 31, 1937, in Hinds
County, Learned, MS. He was
the youngest of nine children.
He was reared in the Learned-
Lebanon Community. As a
child he joined the New Salem
Baptist Church.

He attended Burleigh Ham-
ilton Elementary School, Uti-
ca Institute High School and
Utica Jr. College. While in
school he excelled in many ac-
ademic and sports programs.
He was a star basketball and

football player.

Paul was the first black
sheriff” for the town of Utica.
Afterward he was head of se-
curity at Utica Jr. College for
a number of years. He was a
contractor and builder. He
built beautiful homes and
commercial building in Hinds
and the surrounding counties.
He operated his own business
in Utica.

Paul had a passion for farm-
ing and grew row crops on his
family-owned farm. Every-
thing he planted yield a boun-
tiful harvest. Even though he
planted for marketing, he gave
most of it away. He had a gen-
erous heart and loved sharing.

Paul was a sharp, stylish
dresser. His wardrobe con-
sisted of colorful clothes for
every occasion. He received
numerous compliments, of
which he justly deserved.

Later in life he united with
the Oak Grove Church fam-
ily and his Christian journey
seemed to unfold. He was
currently serving as a trustee,
assistant to the treasurer, cus-
todian and number one lead
singer in the choir. He was

often called to sing solos.
His favorite songs were those
found in the Baptist Hymnal.
In addition to being a dedicat-
ed church member and work-
er, he was active in Sunday
School and Bible class. He led
a full and rewarding life and
treated everyone with respect.

On August 15, 2018, Paul
departed this life while in re-
vival services at Oak Grove
Church. He will be greatly
missed.

He was preceded in death
by a loving friend, Laura My-
ers; parents, Charley Sr. and
Roberta Burnley; brothers,
William, Mark, Jacob, Percy,
Horace, Charley Jr., Otha; and
a sister, Lillian.

His memories will be cher-
ished by his sister, Bessie
Burnley Givhan (William) of
Pontotoc, MS; devoted cous-
ins, Clara H. Herron and Annie
Higgins of Utica, MS; care-
taker, Diana Johnson of Utica,
MS; godsons, Tyrick Johnson
of Houston, TX and Darren
Howard of Utica, MS; a host
of nieces, nephews, cousins,
other relatives and friends and
the Oak Grove Church family.
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Continued from page 1

State University (where he received a bachelor’s
degree in business administration), Tougaloo and
Rust Colleges.

“Now more than ever, we must stand behind our
universities not only with our words, but also with
our deeds and our money,” Marion said to a stand-
ing room only crowd. “I’m committed to helping
strengthen our HBCUs across the country.”

Marion highlighted several service oriented
programs that he believes will re-position and
strengthen the fraternity. “I’m committed to join-
ing forces with other organizations and finding
ways to utilize our leverage for the greater good,”
he said. “Now is the time for service.”

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity will partner with the
Uniformed Services University of Health Scienc-
es and the Department of Defense in an obesity
prevention initiative titled, “Well-Prepared.” This

and around the country.

son State University.

Espy

Continued from page 1
level of confidence, with a higher margin of error for subgroups.

The poll also shows Espy’s rising appeal over race and party, picking up 52
percent of the African-American vote, but also gaining 28 percent of the non-
GOP white vote — a key constituency.

“I’m very pleased with the encouraging results of this poll,” Espy said. “I
have a proven record of recruiting jobs, reducing government debt and improv-
ing the quality of life for my constituents. This poll is a clear illustration that our
message is being well-received by voters who recognize that [ am the candidate
to cut through the political rhetoric and represent all Mississippians in Wash-
ington.”

A very impressive crowd gathered to share in the excitement, including Jack-
son’s mayor Chockwe Antar Lumumba, who talked about Mississippi’s history.
“As we’ve seen, a country that has experienced great booms, or even when it
has been in a recession, Mississippi has stayed the same because it has always
been at the bottom,” Lumumba said. “And so we need that leadership to go to
Washington to change that dynamic. No matter whether you consider yourself
Democrat or Republican, we need a Mississippi that is better represented.”

Espy, Lumumba said, “has not only made history in the past, but is prepared
to make history right now.”

Espy often says, “I’m running to do something...not to be something,” when
asked why he is seeking office now after more than 20 years out of public ser-
vice.

Espy faces Republicans Cindy Hyde-Smith, former agriculture commission-
er for Mississippi and and State Sen. Chris McDaniel in the special election
Nov. 6, 2018, the same day as the national midterms.

See photos Page 5

partnership places the fraternity on the front lines
of helping to change the status quo in Mississippi

Professionally, Marion is the owner of Marion
Counseling Services, PLLC, a mental health clin-
ic that specializes in providing individual, group,
marital or couple and family counseling, psycho-
logical evaluations, psychiatric evaluations and
employee assistance programs to organizations
throughout the state of Mississippi. He has been
in the counseling field since 1992 and in private
practice since 1998. He holds a Ph.D. in counselor
education with a minor in public administration
and public policy from Mississippi State Univer-
sity, a master’s degree in rehabilitation counseling
from Mississippi State University, and a bache-
lor’s degree in business administration from Jack-

round of applause.

See photos on page 16.

Tax Sales
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“Mental health is real and we are going to
help eradicate the stigma of it and encourage our
people to get help,” Marion said to a thunderous

Marion is married to Joyce Cole-Marion, a li-
censed clinical psychologist and co-owner of
Marion Counseling Services, PLLC. He has two
children, Chelsea Marion, a physician in Atlanta
and Chloe Marion, a ten-year-old boss of many.

Marion

Continued from page 1

property,” he said. “I want it understood that we have good
people (property owners); they just fall into bad situations
sometimes, especially now with the way the economy is.”

Fair explained how citizens have less of a chance of get-
ting the property back when people come from out of state
to buy the property. When the property is purchased by a
local person, those losing the property “have an opportunity
to get it back and can communicate with them (the purchas-
ers),” Fair said. “That’s why we try hard to keep it in Hinds
County.

In Mississippi, the annual percentage rate (APR) on a tax
lien certificate is 18 percent. The redemption period (the
time in which the owner has to pay the delinquent taxes and
regain the property) is two years. If the delinquency gets up
to the third year then it matures over to the first highest bid-
der for the first year. If that bidder for some reason does not
file a tax deed for the property, then it goes to the highest
bidder for that second year.

According to the Hinds County Chancery Clerk Office, no
property goes unsold. If no one purchases the tax sale on the
property, then it is sold to the state.

Jackson native Bennie Wansley is a homeowner today be-
cause, in 2006, he bidded on the house that he rented for
several years and won the bid. “The house became mine in
2009. I have the deed. In 2006, I paid $358.78 taxes plus the
$10 I bidded for a two-bedroom house on Morton Avenue.

No credit checks, no down payments or closing cost,” Wans-
ley explained. He was the only person to bid on the property
that year.

Wansley said he would like others to learn the process of
gaining property through tax liens, especially African Amer-
icans. “I’m still learning the process, but this is a good way
to become a homeowner. As long as the owner does not re-
deem [pay the taxes] on the property during the redemption
period, the property is yours if you pay the taxes,” he said.

However, legal experts caution individuals to do research
before getting involved in bidding on a piece of delinquent
real estate. Some properties have risky circumstances (i.e.
bankruptcies, heirs and other conflicts). Others say the pro-
cess is one of the lowest risk investments one can make.

While Fair also want people to educate themselves about
the consequences of not paying their taxes, he also under-
stands that there are often unforeseen circumstances that
cause taxpayers to fall behind. Some forget, experience fi-
nancial setbacks, never receive the notices or might experi-
ence health disabilities.

For example, Wansley said the person who owned his
home was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and forgot to pay the
taxes, and the next of kin (person in charge), later decided
she could not afford the property upkeep.

The sale is tentatively scheduled to end Thursday, Aug. 30
but could continue until Friday.

Blue Cross & Blue Shield and Habitat for
Humanity partner to build seventh home

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

As part of its ongoing support
of local communities, Blue Cross
& Blue Shield of Mississippi
(BCBSMS) was in its third week
Saturday, Aug.25, of building its
seventh home as part of a Cov-
enant Build project with Habitat
for Humanity Mississippi Capital
Area (HFHMCA).Yolanda Brin-
ston is the recipient of this new
home.

The same day was designated
as Media Day at the BCBSMS
Habitat home located at 2966
Smith Robinson Street in Jack-
son. Brinston and Blue Cross
Blue Shield’s Team Blue em-
ployees were in full swing work-
ing on the project with the sup-
port of HFHMCA who lead the
volunteers with support from
experienced construction profes-
sionals.

Brinston, who currently rents a
home on Smith Robinson Street,
is looking forward to the day
when she finally has a home of
her own to share with her two
children, Chrisyetta and Chrisy-
an. While she and other workers
were taking a break, she said she
has lived in the neighborhood for
over 45 years and knows all the
neighbors.

Brinston said that becoming
a homeowner is truly a blessing
from God. “I am so thankful for
the opportunity to become a Hab-
itat homeowner” she said.

Meredith Bailess, director of
Corporate Communications with
BCBSMS said this is the 6th
home they have built on Smith
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Robinson Street and after the
home is complete and inspec-
tions have taken place there will
be a dedication.

When asked what kind of con-
struction help she provided Bai-
less said, “I have used a sawzall
to cut out a door frame and put in
blue board installation, just doing
whatever I can to help Yolanda.”

Sheila Grogan, vice president,
Community and Public Relations
with BCBSMS said, “We are so
excited to be here today to help
Yolanda and her family have a
new home.” Grogan said that
Team Blue is a volunteer pro-
gram at BCBS of Mississippi and
she is happy to be a volunteer.

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Mississippi’s Team Blue employ-
ees are providing 100 percent of
the volunteer labor for the proj-
ect and Brinston like all future
Habitat homeowners is working
right along with them. This prac-
tice, known as “sweat equity,”
promotes pride and opportunity
of home ownership.

The Covenant Build project

PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON

will extend through September.
As part of Blue Cross & Blue
Shield of Mississippi’s efforts to
support tobacco-free communi-
ties and workplaces, this home
has been designated a tobacco-
free home. It is the fifth home
built with the company’s support
to be designated tobacco-free.

“Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Mississippi is committed to sup-
porting the citizens of our com-
munity and their efforts to estab-
lish and maintain a healthy home
environment for themselves and
their families,” said Grogan,
“These families are the founda-
tion of our communities, and that
is why it’s so important to help
them establish and maintain a
home that can be part of a vibrant
and healthy community.

To learn more about Team Blue
and Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Mississippi’s community involve-
ment, visit www.bcbsms.com.

For more information about
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi
Capital Area, call 601-353-6060
or visit www.habitatmca.org

Medgar Evers Library honors the
legacy of Emmett Till

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Tuesday, Aug. 28, the
Medgar Evers Library,
located at 4215 Medgar
Evers, hosted an event in
recognition of the 63rd
anniversary of the lynch-
ing death of then 14 year
old Emmett Louis Till and
the rise of his powerful
legacy. The event was held
in collaboration with Ward
4 Councilman Kenneth I.
Stokes

Stokes said that the
event was very successful.
It included fun activities
for young people while
they were able to learn
more about Emmett Till.

“It is very important that
we never forget the hang-
ing and murder of Emmett
Till. It’s a sad day in black
Mississippi history and we
join with the Till family in
remembrance of Emmett,”
Stokes said.

Stokes said it was a
‘First Class’ event where
Rev. P. J. Williams of Cor-
nerstone Baptist Church in
Jackson shared a videotape
from his archives in which
Mamie Till Mobley talked
about the brutal killing of
her son. The film was shot
during Mobley’s visit to
the church in 2002. She
passed away the following
year.

Till was born in Chica-

Medgar Evers Library

Stokes

go July 25, 1941. He was
the only child of Louis
and Mamie Till. He never
knew his father, a soldier,
who died during World
War II.

In August 1955, Till’s
great uncle, Moses Wright,
came to Chicago from Mis-
sissippi to pay the family a
visit. He was taking Till’s
cousin, Wheeler Parker,
back with him to spend
time with relatives down
South. When Till heard
that, he wanted to go.

The day before Till left,
Mamie gave her son a sig-
net ring, one of the few
possessions she had from

her husband. The next day,
Mamie raced her son to
the train station. Their kiss
goodbye would be the last
time she would see her son
alive.

He was taken from his
cousin’s home August 28,
1955, for allegedly whis-
tling at Carolyn Bryant a
white woman, in a store
in Money, Mississippi.
His body was found in the
Tallahatchie River with
barbed wire around his
neck. Mobley said her son
was shot in the head, an ear
was cut off and a hole was
drilled through his head.

In 2017, a book called
“The Blood of Emmett
Till,” written by Timothy
Tyson, was released. The
book revealed that Bryant
admitted to lying about
Till whistling at her.

Other events included a
performance by Maddra-
ma of Jackson State Uni-
versity, a bounce house,
a water slide, music and
dancing.

Who was Emmett Till?

Emmett Louis Till was born in Chicago July 25, 1941. Emmett was the only child of Louis and
Mamie Till. He never knew his father, a soldier, who died during World War II.

At the age of five, Emmett was stricken with polio. He recovered but was left with a slight stut-
ter. Despite his childhood illness, he grew up a happy boy. Emmett pitched in with the chores. His
mother recalled he once told her, “If you can go out and make the money, | can take care of the
house.” This was welcome news for a woman raising a child alone. “It was just like | was carrying
aload and | laid it down,” she said.

Mississippi Trip

In August 1955, Emmett’s great uncle Moses Wright came up from Mississippi and paid the fam-
ily a visit. On his way back, he was taking Emmett’s cousin Wheeler Parker with him to spend time
with relatives down South. When Emmett heard that, he wanted to go.

But Emmett's mother had other plans. She wanted to take a vacation and drive to Omaha,
Nebraska. Mamie hoped that by coaxing Emmett with an opportunity to learn to drive on the open
road, he would opt to go with her instead. But for Emmett, news that his cousins would be spending
the summer together in Mississippi was an opportunity he didn’'t want to pass up.

The day before Emmett left, Mamie gave her son Louis Till's signet ring, one of the few posses-
sions she had from her former husband. The next day, Mamie raced her son to the train station.
Their kiss goodbye would be the last time she would see her son alive.
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2018 WellsFest
to benefit Growing Up
Knowing: Mississippi
Campaign for Teen
Pregnancy Prevention

Mississippi Link Newswire

Wells  United Methodist
Church has selected Growing
Up Knowing: The Mississippi
Campaign for Teen Pregnancy
Prevention as the beneficiary of
WellsFest 2018.

Now in its thirty-fifth year,
WellsFest consists of three
events in late September in-
cluding a free family-focused
outdoor music festival Saturday
September 29 at Jamie Fowler
Boyll Park next to Smith-Wills
Stadium.

The church chooses a new
local beneficiary each year af-
ter reviewing applications from
numerous nonprofits.

Growing Up Knowing offers
two educational programs, one
for middle school students and
their parents and another for el-
ementary students and parents.

The elementary school pro-
gram is titled “My Body, My
Boundaries.” The programs
teach young people and their
parents/caregivers how to talk
with each other about risks of
sexual behavior among teens
and give children the knowl-
edge and tools they need to stay
safe and grow into healthy in-
dividuals. Program leaders say
well-informed family discus-
sions about sexual decisions
and staying safe help reduce
pregnancy, sexually transmit-
ted diseases and sexual abuse

among youth.

Dana Larkin, executive di-
rector at Growing Up Know-
ing, said, “We are honored,
appreciative and thrilled to be
the WellsFest beneficiary this
year. With the funds, Growing
Up Knowing will increase the
number of sessions it conducts
by training more instructor-
facilitators and providing them
with equipment, teaching ma-
terials and supplies. The funds
will also purchase innovative
resources for participating chil-
dren and parents/caregivers.
Teen pregnancy inflicts enor-
mous emotional, physical and
financial cost on the parents,
the child, grandparents and so-
ciety. Growing Up Knowing is
making a difference on these
vital issues.”

Wells Church senior pas-
tor Heather Hensarling said,
“Growing Up Knowing and
Wells Church share the mission
of enhancing quality of life for
all. As our late pastor Keith
Tonkel always said, WellsFest
is a gift of love from our church.
Wells Church believes Grow-
ing Up Knowing is wise to
see teen pregnancy as an issue
requiring a multi-generational
approach. We eagerly look for-
ward to supporting their work
through WellsFest.”

Larkin and her facilitators
conduct their programs at af-

terschool facilities, churches
and other community partner
sites. She said association with
WellsFest will “inspire more
community groups to partner
with us to host a Growing Up
Knowing program for young-
sters and their parents/caregiv-
ers.”

Since its inception in 1983,
WellsFest has provided nearly
$1.5 million to a wide range of
social service non-profits. Last
year’s beneficiary, Methodist
Children’s Homes of Mississip-
pi, received a record $70,000.

WellsFest is one of Missis-
sippi’s most family-friendly
events. Alcohol and drug free,
WellsFest charges no admis-
sion or parking fee. The out-
door festival includes a chil-
dren’s play area, pet parade,
5K run, silent auction, arts and
crafts, food vendors, plant sale
and a variety of music acts non-
stop on two stages. WellsFest
has received state and regional
recognitions including a Gover-
nor’s Arts Award.

An art auction featuring work
from noted Mississippi artists
and a golf tournament are held
a few days before the festival.

Wells  United Methodist
Church is at 2019 Bailey Av-
enue in Jackson.

For more information about
WellsFest, call 601-353-0658
or visit www.wellsfest.org.

ACLU of MS calls for end
to unconstitutional ban
on asking for donations

in 16 cities

Mississippi Link Newswire

Recently, the ACLU of Mis-
sissippi, in a letter nationally
coordinated by the National
Law Center on Homeless-
ness & Poverty, demanded
that 16 jurisdictions in Mis-
sissippi repeal their bans on
panhandling. Since the 2015
Supreme Court decision in
Reed v. Town of Gilbert find-
ing heightened protections
for free speech, every case
brought against panhandling
ordinances — more than 25 to
date, including many with lan-
guage similar to those found
in these 16 Mississippi towns
and cities — has found them
unconstitutional. Jackson, MS
is one of the 16-targeted cities.

Before a person may ask
for money in public, he or she
must present him or herself
at the Jackson Police Depart-
ment to be photographed and
fingerprinted in order to ob-
tain a permit.

“It is contrary to American
values to require someone, be-
fore they can speak in public,
to first inform the government
and obtain a permit. It is cruel
to require people begging for
their daily existence to do
so,” said Joshua Tom, legal
director of the ACLU of Mis-
sissippi. “We are demanding
that any place in Mississippi
with these unconstitutional
ordinances take them off the
books.”

Since the 2015 Supreme
Court ruling, 100-percent of

lawsuits against cities with
panhandling bans have been
successful in striking down
the bans, and at least an addi-
tional 31 cities have repealed
their ordinances.

“No one wants to see poor
people have to beg for money,”
said Eric Tars, senior attorney
at the National Law Center
on Homelessness & Poverty.
“But until all their basic needs
— food, health care, and hous-
ing — are met, they have the
right to ask for help.”

The National Law Center
on Homelessness & Poverty,
together with the National Co-
alition for the Homeless and
more than 100 other organi-
zations, launched the Hous-
ing Not Handcuffs Campaign
(www.housingnothandcuffs.
org) in 2016 to emphasize
criminalizing homelessness is
the most expensive and least
effective way of addressing
homelessness. The letter by
the ACLU of Mississippi is
part of a coordinated effort

amongst 15 organizations in
11 states targeting more than
175 similar outdated ordi-
nances.

“Punishing homeless people
with fines, fees and arrests
simply for asking for help will
only prolong their homeless-
ness,” said Maria Foscarinis,
executive director at the Na-
tional Law Center on Home-
lessness & Poverty. “Housing
and services are the only true
solutions to homelessness in
our communities.”

The targeted cities include
Jackson, Gulfport, Southaven,
Meridian, Greenville, Olive
Branch, Horn Lake, Clinton,
Ridgeland, Starkville, Vicks-
burg, Pascagoula, Brandon,
Clarksdale, Natchez, and
Greenwood. Anyone affected
by these unconstitutional laws
should contact the ACLU of
Mississippi.

Learn more and see the let-
ter sent to Jackson's mayor
at  www.aclu-ms.org/panhan-
dling.
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JPS board of
trustees announces
selection of new
superintendent

Mississippi Link Newswire

The Board of Trustees of Jackson
Public Schools announced the ap-
pointment of Errick Greene to the
position of Superintendent of Schools,
August 21. The appointment con-
cludes the search for a permanent su-
perintendent that engaged over 1,000
parents, students, community leaders,
teachers, principals and district staff.
During the search process, school dis-
trict stakeholders articulated a clear
and consistent preference for a leader
with deep experience working in ur-
ban school districts and a proven track
record of courageous change and
community engagement.

“Dr. Greene comes to Jackson Pub-
lic School District with a wealth of
experience providing leadership on
some of the most challenging urban
education reform assignments in the
United States over the last decade,”
said Jeanne M. Hairston, president
of the JPS Board of Trustees. “His
command of instruction and princi-
pal development along with his ability
to hear and connect the needs of the
community to the work of the school
district positions JPS to improve and
excel well into the future.”

Greene currently serves as the chief
of schools in Tulsa, Oklahoma, an
urban school district with a 36,000
student population and demograph-
ics similar to JPS. As chief of schools,
Greene launched the district’s trans-
formation initiative and provided ex-
ecutive leadership across all areas of
district operations and school supervi-
sion.

“Dr. Greene is a staunch advocate
for children, a dedicated bridge-build-
er, and talented instructional leader,”
said Deborah Gist, superintendent of
schools in Tulsa, Oklahoma. “While
I am sad that he’ll be leaving Team
Tulsa, I know Dr. Greene will do an
amazing job serving as your superin-
tendent and ensuring that all students
and families are provided a quality
education.”

Prior to his post in Tulsa, Greene
served in public school districts in
Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Detroit
and Inglewood, California. As spe-
cial assistant to the emergency man-
ager in Detroit, Greene led efforts to
restructure the district central office.

Greene

While in D.C. Public Schools, he
served as an instructional superinten-
dent where he supported the Chancel-
lor addressing reform efforts and suc-
cessfully led a team of principals to
improve student achievement in some
of the district’s most troubled schools.
As Head of School at the Arts and
Technology Academy in the nation’s
capital, Greene helped improve read-
ing and math scores 20 percentage
points and cut school suspensions in
half.

With family roots in Mississippi,
Greene is excited to join the Jackson
Public Schools community in service
to our students and families.

“I look forward to working closely
with Dr. Greene toward improving the
academic achievement of our students
across the district,” said Interim Su-
perintendent Freddrick Murray.

Greene completed his undergradu-
ate studies at Howard University in
political science and obtained mas-
ter’s degrees in education adminis-
tration and policy from Howard Uni-
versity and Trinity University. Most
recently, he earned his doctorate in
education leadership from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.

Following the appointment resolu-
tion passed by the board, Greene’s
credentials will be sent to the Missis-
sippi Department of Education for the
issuance of a Mississippi Administra-
tor license. Once the license is issued,
the JPS Board of Trustees will move
forward with the approval of Greene’s
contract with an expected start date
on or before October 1, 2018.

School Focus magazine features
Lake Elementary for ‘raising the
bar’ in student achievement

Mississippi Link Newswire

School Focus magazine featured
Lake Elementary School for making
significant gains in student academic
achievement. Under the leadership of
Principal Lakeisha Sutton, the school
moved from an F in 2016 to a B in 2017.
Sutton and her team drew up a unique
game plan around performance data for
the school’s teachers and students. They
reorganized the staff based on teachers’
strengths and interests. They also ex-
tended the school day to meet students’
needs for individualized instruction.
Students learned to take ownership of
their success. Teachers taught them to
set goals and follow through in achiev-
ing them.

Lake was one of three Mississippi
schools profiled in the feature. Each
of the schools received support from
the Mississippi Department of Educa-
tion. Titled “Successful Strategies for
Raising the Bar,” the article appeared

Lake Elementary Principal Lekeisha Sutton (center) with math teacher Jannifer Frank
(left) and English language arts teacher Tiffany Benson.

in the Summer 2018 edition of School
Focus. The MDE publication highlights
accomplishments of the state’s K-12

educators and students. The magazine
is published in August and February of
each year.

Barack Obama
mural unveiled

Mississippi Link Newswire

The Barack H. Obama Magnet El-
ementary School unveiled a mural to
commemorate its namesake August
17. A mural of the smiling former pres-
ident stands tall in the playground area
at the school. The mural, by Charles
and Talameika Brice, was made pos-
sible through a grant from the Greater
Jackson Arts Council.

“I wanted to make sure it repre-
sented children and the souls that have
passed through here and those that
may come back, and it’s a huge honor
to be selected for this piece,” said Ta-
lameika Brice.

The school’s name was changed
from Davis Magnet Elementary School
to Barack H. Obama Magnet Elemen-
tary School. A student researched and
found Jefferson Davis, a confederate
leader, was not a good representation
of the school so a vote took place and
the school was renamed.

“I am extremely proud of my stu-
dents for their initiative in changing
the name,” said Principal Kathleen

Charles and Talameika Brice created the mural unveiled at the Barack Obama Elemen-
tary School.

collective efforts of the school com-
munity.”

Grigsby. I believe Barack H. Obama’s
portrait is a representation of all of the
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Alcorn inaugurates 147th
year with big bang

Prayers, speeches, meetings, food and prizes stir attendees

By Dr. Jerry Domatob
Contributing Writer

Amidst joyous speeches,
professional reminders, staff
meetings and introductions;
the famous Alcorn State Uni-
versity, established in 1871,
at its Lorman-Mississippi
campus, grandly launched its
147th anniversary.

Under the astute tutelage
of Interim President Donzell
Lee, as well as Vice President
and Provost John G. Igwe-
buike; enthusiastic faculty and
staff welcomed and applauded
the university’s leaders, who
updated them on the school’s
current status and the direc-
tion it is charting.

These leaders thanked Al-
corn community for assiduous
work and urged them to keep
doing their best in all arenas
and contexts, as they foster
the schools growth and devel-
opment.

Lee disclosed that under his
auspices, the university will
improve the computer net-
work, upgrade labs, embark
on re-accreditation self-study
and continue to build the
school as a great institution.
He stressed the imperative of
communication, team work
and customer service, adding
that all hands must be on deck
for the accreditation task.

Igwebuike also expressed
his profuse thanks to all pres-
ent and encouraged them to
keep working hard. He reiter-
ated the importance of collab-
oration, respect for each other,
hard work and unity. The vi-
sionary attorney and industri-
ous business graduate empha-
sized the necessity of effective
communication, which among
other critical variables, in-
clude dialogue and attentive,
critical listening.

Dupre also expressed her

appreciation to all for the ser-
vices they render. Submitting
that the university witnessed
phenomenal financial cuts,
she repeated that all Alcor-
nites strive to exercise pru-
dence in their spending. “We
must continue to do more with
less,” she said.

Keynote speaker Charlie
L. Nutt, executive director
and president of The National
Academic Advising Asso-
ciation (NACADA), focused
on the global community for
academic advising noting that
it was a critical educational
component, which teachers
and learners must embrace.
Noting that it is at the core
of student development, Nutt
clarified the concept, add-
ing that advising is needed
by all students especially at
risk ones. He postulated that
good advising helps students
make life-long decisions. An

all-encompassing process, the
keynote speaker noted that
it incorporates communica-
tion, assessment, measure-
ment, leadership and vision.
He noted that good advising
enhances students’ endeavors
and leads to ultimate success.
It also demands -consistent
learning, research, data col-
lection and relationship build-
ing.

Tracy Cook, vice president
for Student Affairs, in a hu-
morous but inspiring speech,
also greeted attendees and
stirred them to keep working
hard. He thanked each and all
for their diligence and dedica-
tion and enjoined all parties
to carry themselves well. He
noted that housing might pose
temporary challenges, since
Alcorn has the largest class
of students coming this fall.
However, they are tackling it.

See photos page 19.

State Board of Education votes
to adjust baseline accountability
scores for schools with a 12th grade

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi State Board of
Education (SBE) voted recently to
reset the baseline scores for estab-
lishing accountability grades for
schools that have a 12th grade. The
change would address the lack of
comparability to growth scores in
prior years and would take effect for
the 2017-18 accountability results.

The SBE’s decision followed a
recommendation from the Commis-
sion on School Accreditation (CSA)
and the Mississippi Department of
Education (MDE) Technical Advi-
sory Committee (TAC) to reset the
scores.

The scores for assigning school
and district letter grades for 2017-18
were set last year based on 2016-17
student performance data. Because
the growth for 2016-17 for schools
with a 12th grade was not compara-
ble to growth computed in 2017-18,
the CSA and TAC recommended the
baseline scores for earning each let-
ter grade from A through F be reset.

The differences in growth were
caused by the use of three differ-
ent high school assessments over
a three-year period. Last year’s
growth calculations for schools with
a 12th grade still included data from
the Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC), which was administered
in 2014-15.

Chris Domaleski, associate direc-
tor of the National Center for the

Improvement of Educational Assess-
ment and chair of the MDE’s TAC,
said many states have faced the chal-
lenge of calculating growth on dif-
ferent assessments.

“Mississippi has now had the
same high school assessments for
three consecutive years, so future
growth calculations will no longer
include the residual effects of chang-
ing assessments,” Domaleski said.

Mississippi first implemented the
Mississippi  Academic Assessment
Program (MAAP) in 2015-16, which
includes tests in English Language
Arts and Mathematics for grades 3-8
and high school Algebra I and Eng-
lish IL.

The TAC and CSA did not recom-
mend making any changes to base-
line scores for elementary and mid-
dle schools or for school districts.
The elementary and middle school
baseline scores were established last
year based on only MAAP data.

Accountability letter grades for the
2017-18 school year are scheduled to
be released in September.

“The Board made this decision
after careful thought and delibera-
tion and with consideration of what
is in the best interest of students,”
said Jason Dean, SBE chair. “We be-
lieve this adjustment will ensure the
accountability model accurately re-
flects student progress and provides
a meaningful comparison of how
well students are learning from year
to year.”

CPSD offers Parent Academy for
parents of current preschoolers

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Parents of preschool
age children can learn
more about kindergar-
ten at a series of Parent
Academy meetings this
school year.

The six workshops
will be held from 5:45-7
p-m. at Clinton Park El-
ementary School on Ar-
row Drive, and are free
to attend. The program
is offered through a grant
from the Barksdale Read-
ing Institute.

“Parents will learn tips
and strategies to prepare
their children for success
in kindergarten,” said
Clinton Park Principal
Kelli Pope.

Topics covered include
literacy, math and gen-
eral development. Work-
shops include simple,
daily things that parents
can do with their children
to help them prepare for
kindergarten and to be in
a classroom setting.

All materials will be
provided at no cost, and
childcare and snacks will
be provided for children
ages 3-10.

“All participants will
be entered to win a door
prize at each session,”
Pope said. “

For more information
or to register, contact
Clinton Park Elementary
at 601-924-5205 or email
pope at kpope@clinton-
publicschools.com.

Barksdale Reading Institute and

Location: Clinton Park
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November I5™, January 24, February 28" &
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Jackson Academy and
Mississippi College
leaders sign agreement

- L}

Mississippi College President Blake Thompson and JA headmaster Jack Milne

signed papers August 20 on the Clinton campus. The documents contain de-

tails of the new MC-JA partnership.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Academy and Missis-
sippi College leaders signed an
agreement to strengthen bonds be-
tween the two institutions.

The tuition exchange agreement
will cut costs for JA graduates
who become MC students on the
Clinton campus. President Blake
Thompson and JA leader Jack
Milne signed the papers August 20.

In addition, Mississippi College
faculty and staff sending their chil-
dren to Jackson Academy will see
prices reduced as well.

“We see this as a win-win for
both institutions,” says Jim Tur-
cotte, MC vice president for en-
rollment services and dean of stu-
dents.

Documents signed Monday
morning at Thompson’s office in
Nelson Hall represent the fifth
agreement of its type between Mis-
sissippi College and metro Jackson
private schools.

In late April, then-President Lee
Royce signed a similar agreement
with Phillip Broome, headmas-
ter at Clinton Christian Academy.
Royece retired in late June after 16
years of service.

In recent years, Mississippi Col-
lege officials approved tuition ex-
changes with Madison-Ridgeland
Academy, Jackson Prep and Mt.
Salus Christian School in Clinton.

Jackson Academy and Missis-
sippi College already have some
notable things in common. A 1997

MC graduate, Jackson native Bry-
an Eubank serves as JA’s sports in-
formation director and the voice of
the Raider Network. Eubank broke
into the sports broadcasting busi-
ness in 1998.

JA Raider athletics are pretty
strong in football, basketball, base-
ball, soccer and other sports. Days
ago, the JA Raiders opened the
2018 football season with a 31-0
win over the Washington School of
Greenville. JA girls teams won six
championships in 2017-18. Jack-
son Academy academic programs
are solid, too.

Both leaders at MC and JA are
relatively new. Thompson began
his duties July 1. Milne has led the
school at 4908 Ridgewood Road in
Jackson since January 1. He previ-
ously served as vice president and
dean.

Founded in 1959, JA enrolls
about 1,271 students, from pre-
school through middle and upper
schools.

Under the similar agreement
with Clinton Christian Academy,
CCA graduates become eligible to
receive a 40 percent tuition reduc-
tion at MC. The students will be
considered for discounts as long as
they meet admission standards at
the Baptist-affiliated university. At
least two new CCA graduates are
expected to enroll as MC freshmen
in late August.

Mississippi College classes be-
gan August 22.
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A Dose of Reality: Suicide
Prevention Program educates,
encourages students to seek help

By Rachel James-Terry
Jjsumsnews.com

“Suicide is on the rise on college cam-
puses. It is the second-leading cause of
death among college students. It’s the
cleventh cause of death worldwide,” said
Shanice White at the A Dose of Reality:
Suicide Prevention Program hosted by
Jackson State University’s Department
of Student Affairs, OutSpoken Arts Col-
lective, and the Latasha Norman Coun-
seling Center Aug. 21.

White, lead therapist for the center, ex-
plained the event was necessary for JSU
students to understand that they can go to
a safe place on campus when experienc-
ing any form of mental distress.

“Or, if they have something suddenly
happen to them like a death or a breakup,
we want them to know that they have
people available to help them with that,”
she added.

The prevention program educated at-
tendees on warning signs, risk factors,
statistics and treatment options.

Although there is an increase in the
number of students using the counseling
center’s services, Horton said that col-
lege students miss warning signs due to a
lack of information and misunderstand-
ing.

“Based on the National Alliance on
Mental Illness that’s the number one
reason — lack of information. We don’t
recognize the signs, and if we don’t
recognize the signs then we’re going to
underestimate the impact of what de-
pression and anxiety can lead to,” said
Horton, who also serves as project coor-
dinator of ONE S.A.F.E. (Sexual Assault
Free Environment) JSU, an initiative that
works to eradicate abuse and make the
campus a safe environment for all peo-
ple.

During a Q & A segment, one young
man asked how to quiet suicidal thoughts.
Horton responded by explaining the im-
portance of being able to identify signs
leading up to a person contemplating tak-
ing his or her life.

“When you notice that you stop doing
things that you love, when you notice
changes in your eating habits, when you
notice changes in your sleeping habits,
those are risk factors. Those are indica-
tors that it’s time to reach out for help,”
he stated.

Horton also explained that it was his
personal belief that everyone experienc-
es some form of depression as a result
of the stress that comes from living in a
world inundated with pain, tragedy and
misfortune. However, he reiterated the
significance of seeking help when life’s
pressures appear to become unbearable.

Princess Hollins, peer educator for
ONE S.AFE., also spoke to students
about gender-based violence, which in-
cludes stalking, dating violence, domes-
tic violence and sexual assault. “In the
event that you or a friend have encoun-
tered any of these things, please reach
out to us for support,” she encouraged.

Hollins shared that a lot of students are
attending colleges out of state and leav-
ing behind their comfort zones and sup-
port systems. “We’re coming to a new
environment meeting all types of people.
We’re juggling different roles; being a
student, working full time and engaging
in all the activities around campus,” she
said. “There’s a lot that we have to deal
with, so we may not be able to recognize
when we need to reach out for help.”

Jonet Washington and Jasmine Thom-
as, members of OutSpoken, gave emo-
tional performances that spoke to the
theme of the event.

Thomas, a graduate student, presented
“Places in My Mind,” an original spo-
ken word piece that chronicled her battle
with clinical depression that eventually
led to a suicide attempt.

“I wrote that piece to let people know
that it’s a process. People just don’t wake
up and decide that they want to commit
suicide today. It’s a journey that leads to
that moment,” she shared.

Washington, a senior, belted out an
acapella version of the song “Hero” by
Mariah Carey because she wanted to
uplift those who may be battling inner
demons.

“The song calls for people to find the
strength within, for them to look inside
themselves and find something greater

Latasha Norman Counseling Center staff members Shanice White, lead therapist, (left);
Princess Hollins, peer educator, and Antonio Horton, counselor, provided faculty, staff
and students with life-saving information during their suicide prevention program ear-

lier this week.

Jonet Washington, a senior at JSU and member of OutSpoken, sang an acapella and goose-
bump inducing version of Mariah Carey’s song “Hero.” PHOTO BY KENTRICE S. RUSH/JSU

Jasmine Thomas gave the audience a glimpse into the mind of a person with clinical de-
pression with her original spoken word piece titled: “Places in My Mind.”

Members of JSU’s student body volunteered to come on stage and share their reasons to
live during the A Dose of Reality: Suicide Prevention Program at Rose E. McCoy Auditorium

on Tuesday.

than the world has to offer,” said the
mass communications major.

The song choice seemed to be a per-
fect complement to an imperfect subject
if one takes the time to review some of
the lyrics.

There’s a hero

If you look inside your heart

You don’t have to be afraid

Of what you are

There’s an answer

If you reach into your soul

And the sorrow that you know

Will melt away

And then a hero comes along

With the strength to carry on

And you cast your fears aside

And you know you can survive

So when you feel like hope is gone

Look inside you and be strong

And you’ll finally see the truth

That a hero lies in you

Ari Parker, an elementary education
major, called the event “helpful and in-
formative.” She also added that the pre-
sentation made her feel comfortable and
not “weird” to discuss a sensitive topic
like suicide.

The faculty and staff members in at-
tendance agreed that all people should
learn about suicide and preventive mea-
sures.

“I think as black people, we don’t pay
attention to a lot (psychologically) but if
our arm, leg or foot hurts then we’ll go
see a doctor,” said Tasha Watson, office
manager at the center for student engage-
ment and leadership.

“If we’re hurting mentally, emotion-
ally then we also need to see a doctor
about that as well. We need to pray like
our momma’s told us but we also need to
seek help.”

Gov. Bryant appoints
Whittaker to task force

to help lure defense
contractors to Mississippi

By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com

Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant has
appointed Jackson State University
associate provost Joseph A. Whittak-
er to serve on his Governor’s Mili-
tary Defense Initiative Task Force
that aims to encourage defense-relat-
ed companies to locate in the state.

Whittaker said the governor’s vi-
sion and executive order is for us to
“help raise the bar in terms of eco-
nomic development for Mississippi.”

The task force will hold its first
meetings Thursday and Friday. It has
a year to develop its master plan and
present to the governor its strategies
for bringing more military contrac-
tors into the state and attracting more
employees.

Whittaker said, “Many companies
that are military contractors prob-
ably feel they’re not doing enough
to leverage the capabilities between
universities and businesses to help
drive the economy.”

He wants the task force to change
this perception and has cited the ex-
pertise of the state’s four research
universities, including JSU, for fos-
tering economic growth. The panel
also will work collaboratively with
other entities.

“Mississippi will position itself
to train future employees and help
companies execute and assist the
military, for example, in building
new tanks, ships, weapons and other
defense assets,” Whittaker said.

The Magnolia state is poised to
reap huge benefits if the committee’s
plans fall into place as expected.

“As a research institution, JSU’s
strategy would be to provide intel-
lectual and technological capabili-
ties to support companies and train
students — our next generation of
employees. By having government
contractors here, we can influence
more people to remain in this state,
which already has a high brain-drain
problem ... especially in STEM,”
Whittaker said. “Securing defense
contractors will provide a lot of op-
portunities for university graduates
— from building the workforce and
raising employment to building a
revenue base. In return, part of that
money will come back to the univer-
sity as part of our funding stream as
a public institution.”

Whittaker continued, “As a re-
search institution, JSU’s strategy
would be to provide intellectual and
technological capabilities to support
companies and train students — our
next generation of employees. By
having government contractors here,
we can influence more people to re-
main in this state, which already has
a high brain-drain problem ... espe-
cially in STEM.”

Whittaker said when it comes to
bringing together research, military
and business that Mississippi should
model itself after Maryland and the
Washington, D.C. metro area. He
highlighted some of that area’s in-
stallations: Pentagon, Fort Meade,
FBI, CIA, Marine Corps Base Quan-
tico, U.S. Army Research Labora-
tory in Aberdeen, and others. He en-
visions Mississippi earning similar

Whittaker PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

stature and acclaim.

Whittaker said he confidently be-
lieves that creating career opportu-
nities for graduates will “keep them
in Mississippi ... and hopefully this
will be the driver for the economy
going forward.”

He applauded Bryant for assem-
bling a diverse representation from
throughout the state to provide input,
submit ideas and share capabilities.

He said he’s been to a few com-
munity development conferences in
Mississippi and has heard discus-
sions about bringing in manufactur-
ing companies.

“Securing defense contractors will
provide a lot of opportunities for
university graduates — from building
the workforce and raising employ-
ment to building a revenue base. In
return, part of that money will come
back to the university as part of our
funding stream as a public institu-
tion. In those meetings there have
been a lot of conversations about
community college capabilities and
not necessarily four-year colleges.
The thought was that companies
need ready hands coming in. How-
ever, you still have to train middle
management and people in leader-
ship,” Whittaker said.

“I think this is where the four-year
colleges and other research universi-
ties can have a big impact because
most companies won’t hire people
without a first degree, and an AA
(Associate of Arts) degree can go
only so far,” Whittaker added.

“Part of our discussion as a task
force will be to ensure that we talk
more about synergy between two-
year colleges and four-year colleges
for producing some of the best em-
ployees and best minds. We must
help workers advance into the future
and grow into these organizations
rather than constantly bringing in
people from the outside.”

He added, “If you hire local resi-
dents who are committed to being in
the state and give them appropriate
incentives, they probably will stay.
When you’re in a state that does not
have the industry that can sustain the
expertise, passion, drive and skills-
set of people ... you lose them.”

To avoid that dilemma, Whittaker
said the task force would be charged
with coming up with an incentive
plan for companies to relocate here.
In addition to having people with
skills and knowledge, he said the
state must be willing to offer tax
breaks to companies to build an in-
frastructure.

Whittaker said JSU has some ad-
vantages and capabilities that would
be attractive to companies, including
its cybersecurity program.

In general, Whittaker said, “The
results of the task force could posi-
tion the state to become more eco-
nomical viable and fiscally sound.
They would benefit everyone and
other research universities in terms
of their external relations by con-
tributing their intellectual capability
and skills. Also, the initiatives would
help companies deliver contracts and
provide needed resources that would
strongly reflect our military might.”
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Miss Mississippi 2018 Asya
Branch was honored August
24,2018, by the Mississippi
Senate with presentation

of a resolution authored by
Lt. Governor Tate Reeves,
Senators Robert L. Jackson
and Chad McMahan, salut-
ing her achievements.

Branch, whose platform is
“Empowering Children of
Incarcerated Parents,” spoke
to lawmakers, earning a
rousing applause.

o
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Pictured with Branch from left are: Senators Tammy Witherspoon, David L. Jordan, Willie Simmons, Sampson Jackson, Robert L. Jackson, Chad McMahan, J.P. Wilemon, Albert Butler and Briggs Hopson.
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MSH’s Serendipity Art Show
and Auction set for Sept. 6

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi  State Hospital
will host the 29th annual Ser-
endipity Art Show and silent
auction Thursday, Sept. 6.
All of the work in this unique
show is created by MSH pa-
tients and Jaquith Nursing
Home residents who are tak-
ing part in the hospital’s art
services program.

This year’s show will open
at 11:30 a.m. and close at 6
p.m. in the Building 71 Con-
ference Center on the MSH
campus. Visitors are welcome,
and several hundred typi-
cally attend the show over the
course of the day.

The pieces on display and
up for auction will include
paintings in various mediums,
crayon batik, pencil draw-

ings and ceramics. Bidders in
the silent auction write their
name, number and bid down
next to a piece in which they
are interested. Serious bidders
who attend Serendipity every
year have learned to be there
at closing time to ensure they
have the highest bid on the art-
work they want.

More than 300 pieces will
be on display this year from
over 100 different artists. All
proceeds go to the artists.

“We try to have something
from everyone who is par-
ticipating in the (art services)
program,” said MSH Art Ser-
vices Director Evelyn Carpen-
ter, who started Serendipity.
“We have some new artists
this year, and we try new
things with everyone. It’s al-

ways fresh and vibrant.”

The work displayed in the
show is created by individu-
als from across the hospital’s
services, including adults and
children. For many, it is an im-
portant part of the therapeu-
tic process as it gives them a
chance to express themselves
through their artwork.

MSH’s art instructors are
Carpenter, Ron Lindsey and
Ceci Whitehurst.

MSH, a program of the Mis-
sissippi Department of Mental
Health, was founded in 1855
and helps the individuals it
serves achieve mental well-
ness by encouraging hope,
promoting safety and support-
ing recovery. The hospital is
accredited by the Joint Com-
mission.

Jackson-Evers Int’l Airport installs
first Mamava Suite in Mississippi
to support breastfeeding moms

Mississippi Link Newswire

JAN “Your Connection to the
World” — The Jackson — Medgar
Wiley Evers International Air-
port is proud to announce the
first Mamava suite installation
in Mississippi Airports to sup-
port breastfeeding moms.

Despite laws that protect
nursing mothers, breastfeeding
can still feel a bit uncomfortable
outside the home to some nurs-
ing mothers. This can be espe-
cially challenging for traveling
mothers.

“The Jackson Municipal Air-
port Authority is proud to take
a progressive stance in sup-
porting these women. The very
least we can do is to create a
supportive and safe environ-
ment for mothers who choose
to breastfeed,” said CEO, Carl
Newman, A.A.E. “This is only
the beginning. We look forward
to providing more in the future.”

The Jackson Municipal Air-
port Authority is committed to
achieving the goals of its Stra-
tegic Plan 2021. One of them

is customer focus, to provide a
best-in-class customer experi-
ence. The installation of this
suite is aligned with this goal
and will certainly provide a
better customer experience for
nursing mothers.

This first suite is located on
the East Concourse past the
checkpoint for passengers flying
on American or United. Moth-
ers have already begun to use
the suite. One mother posted a
selfie on Instagram utilizing the
suite. You could see she was
multi-tasking by feeding her
child with a bottle in his stroller,
while pumping to add to her
supply.

JAN is positioned to install
another Mamava suite on the
West Concourse that serves
Delta, Via and soon Frontier
passengers, upon the comple-
tion of ongoing construction
projects.

Created by Mamava, a com-
pany dedicated to transforming
the culture of breastfeeding by
making it easier for more wom-

en to achieve their breastfeed-
ing goals, the Mamava suite is a
self-contained, mobile pod with
comfortable benches, a fold-
down table, an electrical outlet
for plugging in a breast pump
and a door that can be locked
for privacy. The 4-foot by 8-foot
pod is meant for individual use,
but can fit more than one person,
as well as mothers with babies
and other children in tow.

“We’re thrilled to support
breastfeeding mamas at Jack-
son—Evers Int’l,” said Sascha
Mayer, co-founder and CEO of
Mamava. “We believe that all
mamas deserve a clean, com-
fortable and dignified place to
use a breast pump or breastfeed
distraction-free anywhere, any-
time. Mamava pods provide
flexibility for facilities and easy
access for moms.”

For information about the
services offered at the Jackson
— Medgar Wiley Evers Interna-
tional Airport, please visit our
passenger website www.ifly-
jackson.com.

Thompson’s Mississippi
Second Congressional District
2018 College - Career Fair

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Congressman Bennie G.
Thompson (MS-02) announces
his 2018 College and Career
Fair. This year’s lineup of par-
ticipants will be on hand to as-
sist students and the general
public in the following ways:

Businesses/Companies  —
information and career oppor-
tunities

Colleges/Universities — ad-
mission and financial aid in-
formation from both in-state
and out-of-state colleges and
universities.

Veteran Services — informa-
tion for veterans and their fam-
ily about benefits, appeals or
filing a claim. Also, represen-
tatives from the G.V. (Sonny)
Montgomery Veteran Admin-
istration Medical Center with
information for veterans and

Thompson

their family needing help with
medical issues.

Business Growth and Ex-
pansion — assistance from The
U.S. Department of Commerce
Exporting Division for busi-
ness owners who want to take

advantage of exporting oppor-
tunities or learn more about
how to export goods and ser-
vices. No experience required.

Legal Assistance — ques-
tions will be answered by rep-
resentatives from the MS Cen-
ter for Justice at no charge.

Reality Fair — hosted by the
MS Credit Union Association
that helps to educate teenag-
ers and youth of all ages in a
fun and interactive way about
making wise financial deci-
sions.

Military Academies/Armed
Forces — education and career
opportunities

Please visit website http://
benniethompson.house.gov for
a complete listing of partici-
pating vendors. Updates are
posted as vendors register on a
weekly basis.

MOORE & MOORE
Cleaning Service

Moore & Moore Cleaning Services
Commercial & Residential Cleaning
We clean: Office Buildings, Schools, Daycares
Churches, Restaurants - whatever you need.

Floor Stripping & Waxing, Carpet Cleaning,
Restrooms & All Other Janitorial Services
with Professional Results

601.519.0030 or 601.317.2735
Email: craig.moore78@yahoo.com
www.mooreandmoorecleaningserviceandautosaleslic

The person that sends us the most referrals will
receive a $200.00 referral fee.

All Types of Cleaning Services
Over 30 Years of Experience

Licensed & Bonded

Craig Moore
Owner/Operator

Free Estimates
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Black wealth still
plummeting, CRL tells
lawmakers

Without more federal reforms, black wealth to be wiped out by 2053

By Charlene Crowell
NNPA News Wire Columnist

For years, and
particularly in re-
cent months, major
news outlets have
heralded the na-
tion’s robust eco-
“nomic  recovery.
From rising corporate profits, to
lower unemployment, or rising
stock prices on Wall Street, many
consumers might conclude that fi-
nancial stability not only returned
after the Great Recession but con-
tinues to climb.

But for people of color, and spe-
cifically Black America, the state
of the economy has not recovered.
Instead of low unemployment,
many who were laid off during
the foreclosure crisis today are
under-employed and cope with
paychecks that that lead to more
month than money. Recent col-
lege graduates remain living with
their parents, often due to bur-
densome student debt that delays
them setting up their own house-
holds. And according to a recent
report by the Federal Reserve, a
single $400 unexpected expense
led to borrowing, selling some-
thing or not being able to pay for
four in 10 adults last year.

These seldom unacknowledged
financial disparities emerged dur-
ing testimony at a Capitol Hill
hearing August 21. A subcommit-
tee of the U.S. Senate’s Commit-
tee on Health, Education, Labor
& Pensions heard and learned
about how a history of economic
exclusion, combined with a more
recent wealth shift to the top 10
percent of income earners, leads
to a bleak financial future for peo-
ple of color.

Scott Astrada, Federal Advo-
cacy Director for the Center for
Responsible Lending (CRL),
testified to the “fear, anxiety and
despair facing millions of Ameri-
cans as they look toward a finan-
cial future plagued with uncer-
tainty and loss.”

Citing data from multiple and
recent research reports, Astrada
noted a still-growing economic
divide that has worsened since
the Great Recession. Today, the
wealthiest 10 percent now own
76 percent of the nation’s wealth,
and the median net worth of
blacks and Latinx are respectively
$11,000 and $14,000. Further, the
May 2018 Federal Reserve’s Re-
port on the Economic Well-Be-
ing of U.S. Households in 2017,

\

Scott Astrada

found that fewer than 40 percent
of adults feel they are on track to
retire with adequate savings, and
25 percent have no retirement
savings at all.

“For households of color, the
Great Recession erased the eco-
nomic progress made over the
past three decades in their en-
tirety,” said Astrada. “If current
trends continue, it will take 228
years for the average black family
to reach the level of wealth white
families own today. For the aver-
age Latinx family, matching the
wealth of white families will take
84 years.”

“Ultimately,” Astrada contin-
ued, “if current trends continue
black household wealth is on the
path to hit zero by 2053.”

Two long-standing federal poli-
cies were cited as key components
to today’s financial disparities:
government-backed  mortgages
and Social Security. Both federal
programs, according to Astrada,
have a sordid history of discrimi-
nation that brought long-lasting
and significantly diminished and
deliberate federal efforts to di-
minish the financial well-being of
Black Americans.

In 1935, the year that Social Se-
curity began as a financial safety
net for older Americans, the New
Deal program excluded domestic
and farm workers. Representing
nearly a third of the nation’s work-
force in the 1930s, these Ameri-
cans were also largely people of
color. A 2017 publication jointly
released by Prosperity Now and

the Institute for Policy Studies,
The Road to Zero Wealth, tallied
that long-time economic exclu-
sion to be approximately $143
billion in 2016 dollars.

Fast forward to 2018, and gen-
erations of lower wages and bene-
fits translates into nearly a third of
black retirees relying solely upon
Social Security as the sole source
of retirement income for more
than half of retirees for all races.

Similarly from 1934 to 1968,
widespread redlining in the Fed-
eral Housing Administration
(FHA) low-down payment, gov-
ernment-backed mortgages de-
nied blacks and other people of
color opportunities to build and
transfer wealth from one genera-
tion to another. During this 34-
year span, only two percent of
FHA mortgages were available to
people of color. In just one city,
Chicago, this three-decade exclu-
sion shortchanged black Chicago-
ans by $3 billion in 2017 dollars.”

“The harm of homeownership
disparities,” added Astrada, “is
especially clear when considering
that two-thirds of the net wealth
that is held by the middle 60 per-
cent of families is in the form
of home equity, resulting from,
among other factors, invested
wealth and appreciation.”

The lack of convenient access
to full-service banking was identi-
fied by Astrada is a third factor di-
minishing black wealth. Commu-
nities of color, particularly those
with low-incomes, frequently
lack access to traditional bank-

ing. Often these same communi-
ties are where high-cost, alterna-
tive financial services offering
check-cashing, money orders or
payday loans sell their predatory
products.

“Individuals cannot simply
save and borrow as necessary to
smooth dips and spikes without
access to affordable and wealth
building credit,” said Astrada.
“Predatory lending ensnares fam-
ilies already in emergency situa-
tions.”

Since the onset of the Trump
Administration, multiple federal
agencies such as the Department
of Education and the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau have
emphasized the need for more
consumer information.

Although a 2017 report by Pru-
dential Financial, Inc. entitled,
The Financial Wellness of Ameri-
ca, found that a majority of work-
ing Americans suffer from finan-
cial stress due to struggles to pay
monthly bills and/or saving for
the future, the corporation’s rep-
resentative at the hearing repre-
sentative attributed this financial
angst to “the evolution of retire-
ment and healthcare benefit offer-
ings.”

Vishal Jain, a vice president
with Prudential Financial, Inc.’s
Workplace Solutions Group testi-
fied, “Today’s workers are having
to assume increased responsibility
for their financial security. When
coupled with day-to-day financial
obligations, such as mortgages and
student loan debt, it is easy to un-
derstand why employees may be
experiencing higher levels of stress
about their financial situation.”

None of the other persons testi-
fying in the hearing spoke to the
continuing discrimination that
people of color encounter despite
federal and state laws calling for
equal treatment.

But Astrada did.

Concluded Astrada, “For the
purposes of this hearing, I want to
underscore that financial literacy
cannot, by any means, solve ev-
erything...Furthermore, the limits
of financial literacy, in the context
of discussion, require that strong
regulators and sound consumer
protection policy remain at the
root for retirement readiness.”

Charlene Crowell is the Com-
munications Deputy Director with
the Center for Responsible Lend-
ing. She can be reached at Char-
lene.crowell@responsiblending.
org

Senator John
McCain called
Obama’s election
‘a triumph for the
country’

McCain

By Frederick H. Lowe
TriceEdneyWire.com

In his 2008 concession speech to Sen.
Barack Obama, Sen. John McCain de-
clared that Obama’s election as presi-
| dent was ‘a triumph for the country.
Obama, the nation’s first African-Amer-
BCS. M ican president, along with predecessor
President George W. Bush, will deliver the eulogies at
McCain’s funeral. McCain, a Republican senator from
Arizona and Vietnam War veteran, died Saturday night
from brain cancer. He will lie in state in the Capitol Ro-
tunda. McCain was 81.

“Senator Obama has achieved a great thing for him-
self and for his country. I applaud him for it and offer
him my sincere sympathy that his beloved grandmother
did not live to see this day. Though our faith assures us
she is at rest in the presence of her creator and so very
proud of the good man she helped raise,” McCain said.
McCain also noted how much the country has changed
with Obama’s election. ”A century ago, President Theo-
dore Roosevelt’s invitation of Booker T Washington
to dine at the White House was taken as an outrage in
many quarters. America today is a world away from
the cruel and frightful bigotry of that time. There is no
better evidence of this than the election of an African
American to the presidency of the United States,” he
said.

At the end of speech, McCain wished Obama well. “I
wish Godspeed to the man who was my former oppo-
nent and will be my president. And I call on all Ameri-
cans, as | have often in this campaign, to not despair
of our present difficulties, but to believe, always, in the
promise and greatness of America, because nothing is
inevitable here.”

McCain also made a great gesture when he took a
microphone from a woman at a 2008 town hall meeting.
The woman said she could not trust Obama because he
was an Arab. To a chorus of boos, McCain corrected
her, calling Obama a decent family man and citizen
who he happens to disagree with on certain issues. He
told the audience there was nothing frightening about
Obama. The boos became cheers. And now Obama will
eulogize his former colleague in the Senate, his former
presidential rival, lauding John McCain as a man of
commitment and courage, a steward of America’s high-
est ideals.
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By Pastor Simeon R. Green Il
Special to The Mississippi Link

In Acts,
Chapter 24,
I you can read
{ that the Apostle
Paul spent the
last few years
of his life in
prison, or at least in bonds,
but he got a chance to testi-
fy and tell people what God
had done for him. He never
ceased to try to win men and
women to God and tell them
the best way to live.

The Judgment is just ahead
of us. The Bible lets you know
that, beyond a shadow of a
doubt. You can read in John
8:24 that Jesus told the Jews
in His day, “I said therefore
unto you, that ye shall die in
your sins: for if ye believe not
that I am He, ye shall die in
your sins.” The people of God
know the terror of the Lord.
We know that one of these
days, the day of mercy will
be over and the Day of Judg-
ment will be at hand, without
mercy. That is the reason we
try to persuade men.

King Agrippa was a great
man in authority. He had lots

of business to attend, but God
captivated his mind. Thank
God for the power of God that
can reach down and get hold
of souls and shake them just
a little to bring them back to
reality.

For just a little while King
Agrippa was brought back to
a life of reality, and he knew
that the things Paul was
speaking of were true. He did
not know much about it, but
he knew this much that some-
thing had gotten hold of Paul.

He knew that Paul knew
what he was talking about,
and for once in his life,
Agrippa felt something mov-
ing upon his inner being. I
would not trade this salva-
tion for anything. Glory be
to God. This is the best thing
this side of Heaven. It is won-
derful to have the glory of
God in your soul and to be
cleansed from the life of sin.

Friend, you, too, can be
washed and made holy in
the blood of Jesus Christ.
This Christian life would be
the best way to live even if
Heaven did not exist. It is im-
portant for you to get saved,
not only so that you can go to
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Heaven but also so that you
will not ruin your life and
have to suffer a life of misery
in this old world.

King Agrippa listened as
Paul testified to him. God can
get your attention, friend, but
He will not make you serve
Him. When He speaks to
your heart, you will know
that you have been touched
by God and brought back to
reality. The Christian life is
not a life of fantasy as the
devil tells you. Oh, how he
will destroy your character.
He does not want you to live
an upright life. He is inter-
ested in your being a rascal.

God wants to straighten
up your life and cause you
not to be ashamed or afraid.
Oh, I am so thankful for what
God has done for me in this
life. He is the One who has
made my life worthwhile. He
is the One who has directed
my steps. Now, I owe it all to
Him.

King Agrippa knew he
had come in contact with
something that he had never
felt before. The divine provi-
dence of God had made it
possible that even a king

could hear the Word of God
and be touched by the Spirit
of God, by His convicting
Spirit.

Do you remember what
King Agrippa said to Paul?
When Paul was done speak-
ing, King Agrippa said, “Al-
most thou persuades me to be
a Christian.” T do not know
what kept him from being
fully persuaded. I could spec-
ulate in my mind that maybe
he was fearful of having to
give up his position. Perhaps
the cost was too much for
him. No doubt, many people
today would become Chris-
tians if it were not for this and
that reason.

Precious friend, you have
to come to the place where,
live or die, you are going to
go with God. Whatever the
cost, you must sell out com-
pletely and go with God.

Next week, “Seek the Lord
while He may be found.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green Il is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.
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The path
of perseverance

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

As the movie
The First Grader
ended, I sat in
the dark theater
at the Angelika
Plano theater a
few years ago for
a few minutes. It’s wasn’t that
I was waiting for the crowd to
leave first; it was a midday show
and there were barely 20 people
in the theater. What kept me
glued to my seat was my amaze-
ment at how in 112 minutes the
movie had expertly illustrated
perseverance in action through
the inspirational true story of
Mzee Kimani Ng’ang’a Maruge,
the Kenyan who was the oldest
person to start primary/elemen-
tary school at the age of 84.

From flashbacks of his life
as a young married man to be-
ing tortured for participating in
the Mau Mau revolution against
the British rule in the 1950’s,
the movie showed what tragic
things led Maruge to want to be-
gin school at such an advanced
age.

At first, the elderly Maruge is
shown walking to school across
fields leaning on a cane and car-
rying the newspaper article an-
nouncing that all Kenyans are
entitled to a free primary school
education. Despite being told by
school officials that he could not
attend, he persists because he
wanted to learn how to read. He
buys some pants and sews them
so they conform to the school
uniform of shorts. The day he
shows up prepared in full school
uniform and with pencils/pa-
per he is finally admitted to the
school.

More importantly, The First

Grader showed how the things
Maruge experienced as a young
man gave him the strength of
character to pursue his educa-
tion when others mocked him.
The Bible also speaks of this
in Romans 5:3-4: “Not only so,
but we also glory in our suffer-
ings, because we know that suf-
fering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and
character, hope.” His struggles
to first be admitted and then stay
up with his much younger class-
mates in school were some of
the most touching scenes in the
movie.

I thought about these scenes as
I left the movie theater. How is it
that a man can be so determined
to achieve a goal? It reminds
me of the following anony-
mous quote, “Nobody trips over
mountains. It is the small pebble
that causes you to stumble. Pass
all the pebbles in your path and
you will find you have crossed
the mountain.” The movie did
an excellent job of showing how
powerful the little steps were
that Maruge took on his path to
overcoming the mountain of be-
ing illiterate.

At this time of the year so
many students enter our schools
excited about their classes and
hopeful about succeeding. The
movie also shows that much like
Maruge’s daily walk to school,
the path of perseverance that
leads to success is not full of gi-
gantic steps but small, deliberate
ones of faith.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas,
Texas based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose After a Relationship
Ends.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or fol-
low her on Twitter @shewanda.
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How
long?

By E. Faye Williams
Trice Edney Newswire

The world has waited much too
long to find out when Americans
are going to rescue our nation
from the havoc we’ve witnessed
just about daily since #45 and
his folks have been in charge of

. “Making America Great Again.”
We’ve agonized through 2017 and now we’re
almost at the end of 2018 waiting for the end of
the agony called the Trump Administration. It
just seems to get worse by the day.

As much as Rachel Maddow has tried to keep
us updated on folks who’ve been pushed out of
this administration that promised to drain the
swamp, I’ve lost track and it seems that Ra-
chel’s board has long ago run out of space.

During the past week, we seem to be inching
closer toward a place where even the Repub-
lican leaders should be about ready to throw
in the towel and confess that the swamp they
brought to Washington, D.C. in January of 2017
is far worse than what they call the swamp they
imagined we already had here.

President Barack Obama presided over one
of the best administrations of my life. We didn’t
have to witness a new scandal every time we
turned on the news. We didn’t see the presi-
dent’s lawyers and staff pleading guilty or em-
barrassing the nation on the evening news as
though that is the normal thing to do. From
2008 to 2016, we enjoyed the respect and ad-
miration of most people in the world. Now, we
look back on those years as the good old days.
How long will it take us to get back to days like
the Obama years? How long? We pray that the
answer is “not long.”

Even those who grumbled during the Obama
years are now wishing he could be president
again. We have gone from the brilliance and
shining light of the Obama years where we had
great hope for an even better world to the deep
pit of ignorance, more racism, more misogyny,
more crime from so-called leaders, more hope-
lessness and the list goes on.

I dread thinking about what our children
must be thinking about the world in which they
are now growing up. The presidency was once
something to appreciate, something so awe-
some that only the few could aspire to become.
Now I wonder how many young people look at
the current president and wonder who’d want
to be like him. The person holding the title of
president now is a disgrace to humanity.

No matter what one might think of Omarosa,
I pray that she will move a bit faster on releas-
ing the tapes she has of Trump’s madness so
that it will be clear for even the staunchest sup-
porter of what Trump and his administration
— with emphasis being on 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW — are doing to destroy our country.
Omarosa had the foresight to know that one day
the tapes would be useful in returning this na-
tion to one that is at least trying to perfect itself.

Now that Michael Cohen has confessed his
sins and implicated Trump, maybe it’s not too
long before we’ll begin to see the light of day
and begin to return to some semblance of san-
ity. I use the words “some semblance of sanity”
because | fear that it will take years to repair
the damage we are now witnessing. The Repub-
lican leadership seems to have no intention of
putting a stop to Trump’s madness. Mitch Mc-
Connell’s and Paul Ryan’s silence are plainly
giving their consent to what’s going on as the
Republican Party is dragged deeper into the pits
by their leader. How long? Prayerfully not long
before this is over.

E. Faye Williams is president of the National
Congress of Black Women, Inc. 202/678-6788).
www.nationalcongressbw.org and host of
WPFW FM 89.3s “Wake Up and Stay Woke”
program.

Music and the movement:

The lasting legacy
of the Queen of Soul

By Marc H. Morial

President and CEO
National Urban League
“Aretha  helped
define the American
experience. In her

voice, we could feel
our history, all of it
and in every shade
— our power and our
pain, our darkness and our light,
our quest for redemption and our
hard-won respect. She helped us
feel more connected to each other,
more hopeful, more human. And
sometimes she helped us just forget
about everything else and dance.” —
Statement from President and Mrs.
Obama on the passing of Aretha
Franklin, August 16, 2018.

If you could choose one artist
to embody the African-American
experience of the 20th century, it
would have to be the incomparable
Miss Aretha Franklin.

In exchange for her prodigious
talent, the American audience gave
Franklin 20 No. 1 R&B hits and
17 Top 10 Pop singles. She won 18
Grammy Awards and was awarded
a Lifetime Achievement Award. She
was the first women inducted into
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, and

was also awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the National
Medal of Arts and the Kennedy
Center Honors. And while Ameri-
cans are well-known for their anti-
aristocratic strain, she was univer-
sally crowned and internationally
known and revered as the Queen of
Soul.

But Franklin was more than the
sum of awards she amassed over
her six decades-long career. Her
voice, sweeter than honey, became
the soundtrack of a tumultuous time
in American history when African
Americans, women and other mar-
ginalized communities were fight-
ing for equality and justice. Her mu-
sic demanded R-E-S-P-E-C-T when
far too little of it was being shown to
women and people of color for far
too long.

The song, “Respect,” was a minor
hit for Otis Redding. According to
an autobiographer, once Franklin
“deconstructed and reconstructed”
it, this two-minute and 30-second
long song became her signature,
forcing Redding to later admit that,
“The girl has taken that song from
me.” Recorded on Valentine’s Day
in 1967, what was originally Red-
ding’s demand to an unfaithful

lover transformed into a soul an-
them for social justice. It was an
anchor in the constant ebb and flow
of achievements and setbacks — a
touchstone that intersected any and
all movements, bridging any per-
ceived divides.

Explaining why “Respect” reso-
nated with so many seemingly dis-
parate groups of people, Franklin
wrote in her autobiography that, “It
was the need of the nation, the need
of the average man and woman in
the street, the businessman, the
mother, the fireman, the teacher —
everyone wanted respect.”

Using her craft to create change
was likely inherited. Aretha Louise
Franklin was the daughter of Bar-
bara Siggers Franklin, a celebrated
gospel singer and pianist, and C.
L. Franklin, a gifted pastor with a
radio broadcast who was popularly
known as “the man with the million-
dollar voice.” She was raised by her
father, a man who preached black
pride and befriended Martin Luther
King Jr. The Franklin household
was filled with two things: music
and politics, and all these influences
found their way into Franklin’s art
and advocacy.

Franklin was as familiar and com-

fortable with the movement for civil
rights as she was with keys on a
piano. She performed at rallies for
King in an effort to fundraise for
the movement. Later, she would
also sing at his funeral, performing
“Precious Lord,” a song King asked
Franklin to perform on countless
occasions before his assassination.
Like her father, her voice became
central in the civil rights move-
ments, with many adding “Respect”
and her 1968 hit “Think” to the can-
on of pivotal protest anthems.
Franklin’s presence and populari-
ty were not limited to the 60s or 70s.
Whether she was warning freshmen
that college was a different world
than where they came from, feel-
ing like a “Natural Woman,” riding
on the “Freeway of Love,” or per-
forming a stirring rendition of “My
Country Tis of Thee” during Barack
Obama’s 2009 inauguration, mul-
tiple generations have its version of
Franklin to celebrate and rediscover.
Born in Memphis and raised in
Detroit, where she will be laid to
rest, Franklin ultimately became an
American treasure. Today, heaven
may have the Queen of Soul, but
forever, forever and ever she — and
her music — will stay in our hearts.

Mourning

remembering

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

Kofi Annan made
his transition in Au-
gust. The seventh

5 secretary-general
of the United Na-
tions, he worked up

| from the lower ranks
(starting at age 24)
of the international organization,
to serve as head of peacekeeping
operations, and four years into his
term as UN secretary-general, earn-
ing the Nobel Peace Prize. Annan,
born in the kente-weaving province
of Kumasi, Ghana, was the first Af-
rican to lead the United Nations.
After leading the UN for a decade,
he continued to serve the world
in a peacekeeping role through
his foundation and in a leadership
role in the Elders, a peacekeeping
group.

Annan’s contributions to the
United Nations are twofold, in my
opinion. First, he was committed to
peace, and to the UN’s peacekeep-
ing role. He saw human rights as
more important than “state sover-
eignty” and felt that the UN had a
role in maintaining citizen rights
in the face of state brutality. To
be sure, he failed to recognize the
threat to human rights in Rwanda
(as did the Clinton administration

and the rest of the world). Still, he
expanded the role of the United Na-
tions by asserting the importance of
human rights.

Annan’s second significant con-
tribution was his expanded defini-
tion of human rights, which includ-
ed the fight against global poverty,
global warming and AIDS. In other
words, he felt that human rights in-
cluded the right for us all to live in
a better world, and he focused on
the ways that predatory global capi-
talism shaped the ways many in the
developing world lived. Annan, the
consummate diplomat, would not
use the same words that I have, but
he was passionate in advancing the
vision of global politics that was
both peaceful and expansive.

In these moments after his transi-
tion, African Americans must cele-
brate the legacy of Annan. We must
commemorate an African man with
a global vision by widening our lens
to acknowledge our global view of,
in the words of the late Ron Wal-
ters (the dean of African-American
political science), “foreign policy
justice.” Walters decried inconsis-
tencies in US foreign policy, in the
many ways that some nations were
favored and others were not, with
Israel often having too preferred a
status compared to Palestinian na-
tions, as well as the uneven ways

ofi Annan,
Ron Walters

our country chose to intervene in
country conflicts. Through the lens
of Walters, too little conversation
about foreign policy justice took
place, and African Americans were
too often missing when these con-
versations took place.

Walters was among those who
felt that African-American people
needed to be more fully involved
in the development of US foreign
policy, not only around Africa but
in general. He was a trusted advi-
sor to Rev. Jesse Jackson, a long-
time political science professor at
Howard University (and later at
the University of Maryland), and
a prolific writer and speaker. He
embraced the legacy of Annan and
the vision of Afroglobalism. When
we embrace Annan, we also recog-
nize the many ways that Walters
was pivotal in lifting awareness of
African-American people around
global issues.

Both Annan and Walters were
born in 1938, both would have
turned 80 this year (Walters made
his transition in 2010). Both pro-
vided a foundation of critical think-
ing around foreign policy issues
and foreign policy justice. Thanks
to Walters, African Americans em-
braced foreign policy issues more
closely and critically. Thanks to
Annan, the United Nations began to

look at human rights more globally

I do not hesitate to celebrate the
legacy of Kofi Annan, a legacy tha
the Nobel Prize committee said was
“an excellent representative of the
United Nations and probably the
most effective secretary-general ir
its history.” At the same time, wher
I celebrate Annan’s legacy, I re-
member the legacy of Walters, the
civil rights activist (leading sit-ins
in his hometown of Wichita, Kan-
sas), iconic political science profes-
sor, and pioneering political activist
and advisor to leaders, and submif
that his legacy should motivate Af-
rican Americans to be more fully
committed to foreign policy justice

Two men, Secretary-General
Kofi Annan and Professor Ron Wal-
ters, embraced the vision of a safe,
peaceful, equitable world and must
be celebrated for it. Their legacy is
in contrast to US leadership where
our 45th president sows dissen
and disparages the countries Annar
and Walters so loved as “shithole”
countries.

Julianne Malveaux is an author
and economist. Her latest book
“Are We Better Off? Race, Obama
and Public Policy” is available
via www.amazon.com for booking,
wholesale inquiries or for more
info visit www.,juliannemalveaux.
com
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UMMC expert offers
easy suggestions
for lowering daily
sodium intake

The Mississippi Link Newswire

They are among our favorites. And
they are among the saltiest.

Pizza, pickles and deli meats are
among the foods Americans crave,
yet their health “minuses” include
lots of excess sodium. Ditto for
canned soups, salted snacks, fresh
and processed chicken, cheese, burg-
ers and sandwiches.

On average, Americans are con-
suming about 3,400 milligrams of
sodium daily, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. That’s 50 percent more than the
maximum 2,300 milligrams of table
salt per day — about a teaspoon —
that experts recommend. Ideally, it
should be no more than 1,500 mil-
ligrams per day for most adults.

Too much salt in their diet leaves
many people more vulnerable to
high blood pressure, stroke and heart
attack. The higher their blood pres-
sure, the greater the strain on their
heart, arteries, kidneys and brain.
Salt often is a culprit in heart and
kidney disease and can lead to those
organs’ failure. “Salt attracts water,
so when we consume too much salt,
we hang on to more water than we
need,” said Dr. Josie Bidwell, associ-
ate professor of nursing and preven-
tive medicine at the University of
Mississippi Medical Center. “That
increases our blood volume, which
makes our blood pressure go up. The
more volume you have, the harder
your heart has to work to pump it
around.”

As much as 75 to 80 percent of so-
dium in a person’s diet comes from
packaged and processed foods, said
Bidwell, who runs UMMC’s well-
ness clinic.

“We used to think that it was table
salt, and of course we want to limit
that, but if we can change the amount
of processed or packaged foods we
start with, then adding a little salt
during the cooking process is not the
big problem.”

Face it: People won’t eat food if
it’s not appealing.

“If you don’t add seasonings to
food, it doesn’t taste good,” Bidwell
said. “Our taste buds have become
accustomed to wanting things that
are super-salty, so we over-salt. But
if you need to reduce your salt, first
work on cutting down on processed
and packaged things.”

Cutting down on salt doesn’t mean
cutting it out of your diet entirely,
Bidwell said. Instead, make better
choices.

“Snack time at the office is a good
opportunity,” she said. “Instead of
reaching for something from the
vending machine or eating a package
of peanut butter crackers, change to
a piece of fruit and a little handful

Bidwell

of nuts.”

Set some reasonable goals when it
comes to salt consumption. If you’re
eating fast food seven days a week,
she said, cut it down to five — and
choose more wisely what you order.

“If you normally get a burger and
fries, that’s a ton of salt and calo-
ries,” she said. “Get maybe one of
them, and instead of the other, pick
a side salad or a fruit cup.”

She recommends a few more tips:

¢ When possible, choose fresh
foods, not processed foods that al-
most always are highly salty.

» Use the nutrition facts label to
check the amount of sodium in a
food or drink. Look for foods with
5 percent Daily Value or less of so-
dium. A DV of 20 percent or more
is high. When cooking grains, don’t
add salt.

* Look for foods labeled “low so-
dium” or “no salt added.”

* Load up on foods with no salt,
such as fresh fruits like apples, or-
anges or bananas; fresh vegetables
like spinach, carrots or broccoli; fro-
zen vegetables without added butter
or sauce; and canned vegetables with
no salt added.

* When cooking grains, don’t add
salt.

* Try one of the sodium-replace-
ment salts available in grocery or
discount stores that taste like salt but
include potassium instead of sodium
as a key ingredient. Experts say these
replacements might actually help to
lower blood pressure because of the
helpful effects of potassium. If food
comes with a seasoning packet, use
only part of the packet.

* Dilute salt by adding liquid to
dishes like soups, stews, casseroles
and other liquid-based dishes. Add
fat to “absorb” the taste of the salt
for most dishes. Or add bland foods
such as potatoes, grains or bread, or
replace salt with something tangy or
sour, like lemon juice.

For more tips, visit the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices healthfinder.gov website.

Soccer players
at MS College participate
in UMMC clinical trial

Afour-week clinical research trial begins in August at Mississippi College. Dr. Ki

mberly Willis, a physical therapy professor at the

University of Mississippi Medical Center, positions MC men’s soccer players Cameron Allcorn of Pinson, Alabama and Cayman
Pearson of Birmingham, Alabama on rubber stands on the Clinton campus. The rubber stands impact their balance to prepare
them for a motor skills test. Photo by Joe Ellis of UMMC.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Coach Darryl Longabaugh
remains pumped as he enters
his 20th season as leader of
the Mississippi College Lady
Choctaws soccer team.

“I’'m excited,” says Long-
abaugh, one of the premier
coaches in the Gulf South
Conference. He’s not just
fired up about the promis-
ing 2018 season on the field
ahead. Longabaugh is thrilled
his talented squad will partici-
pate in a first-of-its kind clini-
cal trial by a research team at
the University of Mississippi
Medical Center in Jackson.

A $30,000 grant from
UMMC’s Neuro Institute will
make the research possible.

The work involves 75 MC
student-athletes on the men’s
and women’s soccer teams.
The month-long trial on the
Clinton campus began Au-
gust 11.

If a college soccer player
has good reflexes and motor
skills that help with move-
ment on the field, it could be
a factor whether or not they
take a hit resulting in a con-
cussion, UMMC officials say.

The clinical trial also seeks
to discover if their sensory
abilities impacting movement

can be adjusted for the better
on the front end to lessen their
chances of concussion. In ad-
dition, UMMC researchers
seek to allow players to re-
cover better and more quickly
if they do suffer a concussion.

Nationwide, players,
coaches and fans are increas-
ingly aware of the dangers of
sports injuries, from elemen-
tary school through the pro-
fessional ranks. Reports show
that one of every five high
school athletes across the
USA sustains sports-related
concussions.

Longabaugh  says the
UMMC findings will be valu-
able for all 36 players on his
team plus the coaches. “In
soccer, we use our heads a
lot,” and players often hit the
ground during games, he said.

While concussions involv-
ing football players — from
high school through the NFL
— get plenty of media atten-
tion, injuries for soccer play-
ers happen quite often, too,
Longabaugh says.

The UMMC researchers
aim to evaluate the effective-
ness of aggressive physical
therapy as “sensorimotor”
training.

“We’re taking healthy ath-

letes, who have had a concus-
sion in the past or not, and
seeing if we can fine-tune
their sensorimotor system,”
says Dr. Jennifer Reneker,
UMMC associate professor
of physical therapy. “I believe
if they have any underlying
impairments, we can remedy
that and decrease their risk of
injury.”

Lady Choctaws soccer
players like Sam Carson, 22,
of England give the project a
thumbs up. “I really did not
think about concussions until
I came here,” says the Missis-
sippi College senior and exer-
cise science major. In soccer
games and practices, “quite
often I use my head.”

It’s pretty cool, Carson
said, to be part of this new
research initiative linking the
body with her favorite sport.

MC junior Lauren Kate
Carter, 20, of Tupelo plays the
position of midfielder on the
Lady Choctaws squad. She’s
delighted to participate in the
research. “I love it,” says the
Tupelo High graduate. “I'm
really into science and physi-
cal therapy.”

In recent years, Lauren
Kate used her head in soccer
games for the Tupelo High

Golden Wave team at Tupelo
High and at MC. “It is dan-
gerous, no doubt. But we all
have a passion to win.”

The UMMC trial is offi-
cially called “Sensorimotor
Training for Injury Preven-
tion in Collegiate Soccer
Players” and is gaining posi-
tive national exposure on
ClinicalTrials.gov.

Like Longabaugh, Kevin
Johns, the successful men’s
soccer coach at Mississippi
College, applauds the UMMC
research.

“This will help us,” says
freshman Carlos Hernandez,
18, of Spain. He’s a midfield-
er on the MC men’s soccer
team.

At the trial’s start, Dr.
Reneker and her team per-
formed baseline testing on
soccer players that examined
movement control of their
eyes, and ability to use spe-
cific muscles in their neck in
a controlled way.

The students will be tested
following the four weeks
of training to see if there’s
improvement.  Mississippi
College players also will be
given homework exercises
via video instruction on their
cell phones.

Choosing health insurance in a confusing marketplace

By Trudy Lieberman
Rural Health News Service

Anyone buying health insur-
ance this fall faces a daunting
task: having to choose among
multiple, often-complex options
that offer widely varying degrees
of protection.

For starters, association health
plans are back, allowing small
businesses to band together to buy
insurance. So are the short-term
policies that may last from only a
few months to a year. Then there
are plans offered by church min-
istries that look like insurance but
really aren’t. Plus, multiple and
complex options remain from the
Affordable Care Act.

And to complicate matters fur-
ther, if a bill just introduced in
Congress passes, it would require
insurers to sell policies to people
with preexisting conditions and
not use health status in determin-

ing the premium. But here’s the
catch: Although an insurer could
insure a person with preexisting
conditions, the carrier would still
be allowed to exclude coverage
for those specific conditions. It
could, however, cover you for
other illnesses you might get in
the future.

Prior to the Affordable Care
Act, the insurance industry used
this tactic for avoiding claims
from sick people. They would
sell the policy but would waiver
or “rider out” coverage for any
preexisting condition. That meant
someone with asthma would not
be able to get coverage for asth-
ma-related illness.

But in general, before you
comb through the fine print in an
insurance policy, think about these
major factors.

The more you pay in premi-
ums, the more you get in benefits.

Many of the new options don’t
have to cover all of the Affordable
Care Act’s 10 essential benefits,
and most insurance experts be-
lieve that in order to offer cheaper
premiums, many of them won’t.

At first glance, a low premium
and fewer benefits may seem at-
tractive. Those essential benefits
that are part of an Affordable Care
Act policy include mental health
and maternity coverage, which
many older people have squawked
about, arguing they don’t want to
pay premiums for coverage they
would never need.

The essential benefits, however,
also include prescription drug
coverage, generous hospital cov-
erage, emergency services, and
rehabilitative services that are im-
portant to older people. But those
coverages get little attention in
stories about 60-year-old women
being forced to buy maternity

coverage.

Look for some of this fall’s new
policies, for example, to limit hos-
pital coverage to a certain number
of days, or they might limit radi-
ology services or drug coverage.
The new so-called short-term
policies will come with few if any
regulations from the federal gov-
ernment or state insurance regula-
tors.

After understanding the rela-
tionship between premiums and
coverage, the next big decision
is how much risk you want to as-
sume if you become seriously ill.
In other words, how much can
you afford to pay out of pocket?
For a large portion of Americans,
the answer is not much. The Com-
monwealth Fund recently found
that nearly half of working age
adults could not pay an unexpect-
ed medical bill of $1,000 within
30 days.

Over the years, I've heard
too many families say they are
healthy, aren’t going to use the in-
surance, and might as well buy the
cheapest policy possible — or none
at all. I’ve interviewed many peo-
ple who took that position only to
end up later in bankruptcy court
when unforeseen illness struck
because they had no insurance and
not enough money to pay the bills.

How large a bill can your fam-
ily assume? If you have a large
pool of resources to weather a se-
rious illness, then skimpy benefits
might work. If you don’t, think
carefully before buying a policy
with few benefits. Families tend
to underestimate how much cov-
erage they’ll need.

Once you understand these
two basic principles, the next
step is to look at the offerings on
your state’s insurance exchange.
Obamacare polices have gotten

a bad rep almost since the begin-
ning because they tend to be pricy
for families that don’t receive an
income-related subsidy to help
cover the premium. About 87 per-
cent of people who buy on the ex-
changes do get a subsidy.

If you are eligible, see if you are
also qualify for a second subsidy
the law provides — the cost sharing
subsidies that are available only
for those with very low incomes
who buy certain Obamacare poli-
cies. Those subsidies help pay for
the deductibles and coinsurance
that many of the policies require.

For 2019, there’s no longer a
tax penalty for not buying health
insurance. But think about what
it would mean for you and your
family to be totally on your own
when it comes to paying for health
care.

Write to Trudy at trudy.lieber-
man(@gmail.com.
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REQUEST FOR
PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES
OF THE
JACKSON ZOOLOGICAL PARK

The City of Jackson, Department of Parks and Recreation is seeking
assistance from management firms or individuals desiring to provide pro-
fessional management services at a City of Jackson facility, known as
Jackson Zoological Park, located at 2918 West Capitol Street, Jackson,
Mississippi. Professional management firms or individuals that may be
interested in contracting with the City of Jackson for such services are
hereby invited to submit a response to this request in accordance with
the requirements set forth herein.

Sealed Professional Management Service packets will be received by
the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. President Street, Jack-
son, Mississippi 39201 or at the Post Office Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi
39205, until 3:30 p.m., local time, November 13, 2018.

The bid advertises August 29, 2018 through November 1, 2018; however,
bids will be accepted, and are to be stamped by the City Clerk, prior to
the November 13, 2018, 3:30 p.m. deadline. Bid Opening Date: Novem-
ber 13, 2018.

This Request For Professional Management Services is also being post-
ed on the Central Bidding website at: https://www.centralauctionhouse.

com/main.php. You may submit your bids electronically through this pro-
vider. Packets may also be secured from the Department of Parks and
Recreation, 1000 Metro Center, Suite 104, Jackson, Mississippi, 39209,
telephone number (601) 960-0471.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on September 5, 2018, from 1:30 p.m.
to 3:30 p.m., local time, in the City of Jackson Metro Conference Room,
located at 1000 Metro Center, Suite 104, Jackson, MS 39209. All inter-
ested parties are encouraged to attend.

Professional Management Service packets shall be submitted in tripli-
cate, sealed and deposited with the City of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to
the hour and date designated above. Each bidder shall write its certificate
of responsibility number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing
its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all Professional
Management Service packets and to waive any and all informalities.

Ison B. Harris, Jr., Director
Department of Parks and Recreation

Dr. Robert Blaine, Chief Administrative
Officer (CAO)
Office of the Mayor

8/30/2018

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Jackson is accepting Contractor Applications for the Blight
Elimination Program, until 5:00 PM, CDT on Thursday, September 6, 2018
in the Office of Housing and Community Development.

Applications are available at 218 S. President Street, Second Floor, Jack-
son, MS 39201, and on the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov. The
application must be filled out in its entirety and all required documentation
must be attached at the time of application submission. The City of Jack-
son reserves the right to approve and terminate contractors for the Blight
Elimination Program at any time.

Questions should be directed to:
Valerie Tucker, 601-960-4238 or email vtucker@city.jackson.ms.us
8/30/2018

Sudoku Solution

Cryptogram Solution
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Office

Space

Garrett
Enterprises
Building

(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call: 601-209-9199
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Double
YOUR IMPACT

with Print

&O0nline
ADVERTISING!

75% of Mississippians read a
Newspaper online or in print weekly!

Double your impact with a business ad in
NEWSPAPERS running both in print and online.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
Contact Sue Hicks: 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

ANYTIME
O N LI NE

Breaking News

Streaming Videos

Interactive Blogs

Wwwmissssippilink.com

Pick Up

THE MIissISSIPPI 1 INK

AT THE FOLLOWING LLOCATIONS:

JACKSON

BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road

DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

JJ MOBIL

Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.

MCDADE’S MARKET

Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and 1-55

MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE

Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM

DOLLAR GENERAL

125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 1-55 South Frontage Road

VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAY MOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

MOAN

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order, call MS Press Services at 601-981-3060 —

Classes / Training

Services-General

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance.  Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-

367-2510.

Employment

: g;gi z‘ COUNTY HOSPITAL

South Sunflower County Hospital
is seeking a leadership position,
Chief Clinical Officer (CCO)

responsible for managing the
nursing and ancillary departments.

* Responsibilities include operational
management, quality assurance, cus-
tomer service and financial performance
of the departments.

*Must have a bachelor’s degree in
nursing or health care management.

* Must have 5 years of nursing experi-
ence in a leadership role within a health
care organization.

* Must have strong communication and
written skills.

* Must be proficient in excel, word, out-
look, office, and electronic health record
software.

Please mail resume to:

South Sunflower County Hospital
Attn: Human Resources

121 E. Baker Street

Indianola, Mississippi 38751

OR

Go online and apply at
www.southsunflower.com

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE. Over 150
Channels. ONLY $35/month (for 12
mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa
Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions

apply) CALL 1- 855-978-3110.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350 procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress.
Ad# 6118

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES.
See how much you can save!l High risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-
714-2407

FREE MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
QUOTES! Top providers. Excellent cov-
erage. Call for a no obligation quote to

see how much you can save. Toll free:
855-400-8352

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Get Your
Diabetic Testing Supplies at Little to No
Cost and Have Them Delivered Right to
Your Door. Shipping is FREE! We accept
most insurance and Medicare Part D. Call
Now! 877-581-6495

DO YOU USE A CPAP MACHINE for
sleep apnea? Get your FDA approved
CPAP machine and supplies at little or no
cost! Free sleep supplement and sleep
guide included! Call 855-234-0202!
(Mon-Fri)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit: 888-964-0893
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY,

Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE In 95+ news-
papers for 1 low rate. 601-981-3060

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.

Call 1-877-628-3143

Services-Financial

OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner's Relief Line now for Help! 1-

866-833-1513

Services-Medical
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's

largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-877-224-1236

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can't reach a phone! FREE

Brochure. CALL 877-824-5591

PURRRRR-Fect...

&5

Advertising
Solution!

Statewide
Classifieds!

97 newspapers for one low rate!

To order your advertising, call:
Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

Week of August 26, 2018
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Jackson Convention Complex
August 24, 2018  Jackson, MS
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FILM REVIEW:
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LOVE BLOSSOMS IN BUDAPEST BETWEEN
TEACHER AND AFRICAN REFUGEE

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Wilson (Cake-Baly Marcelo) es-
caped to Hungary a number of years
ago after his wife and daughters were
slaughtered during civil unrest in his
African homeland. The 50-something
widower opted to seek political asylum
in Budapest rather than continue on to
Western Europe like most of his fellow
refugees.

After all, he’d taken a liking to the
town, and found a nice apartment and
steady work as a supermarket security
guard. Now, the only thing standing in
the way of his staying in Hungary per-
manently is his repeatedly flunking the
country’s tough citizenship test.

Not wanting to lose her reliable
“Employee of the Year,” his boss Eva
(Tunde Szalontay) innocently suggests
that he take history and language les-

sons from her sister, a teacher, never
expecting it might cause any trouble.
But sparks fly between Wilson and
miserably-married Mari (Agnes Mahr),
and it’s not long before their tutorial
sessions morph into a taboo whirlwind
romance which includes dancing,
swimming and dining together.

She finally abandons her husband
(Peter Barbinek) and son (Peter San-
dor) and moves into Wilson’s flat. The

plot thickens further, however, when
she discovers that he already has a
much younger woman living with him.
Might he be a bigamist?

He explains that his relationship
with Shirin (Arghavan Shekari), an
Iranian refugee, is purely Platonic, and
that her newborn baby isn’t his. Never-
theless, that doesn’t sit well with Mari,
who obviously isn’t comfortable with
such an unorthodox arrangement.
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Thus unfolds The Citizen, a poi-
gnant, cross-cultural love story direct-
ed by Roland Vranik (Transmission).

What makes the film unique is the
advanced age of the protagonists, since
most romance dramas revolve around
considerably younger couples.

A touching, timely and zany soap
opera ostensibly reflecting the sensi-
bilities of the modern Immigration Era.

OPENING THIS WEEK
Kam’s Kapsules: Weekly previews that make choosing a film fun

By Kam Williams
Columnist

For movies opening August
31,2018

Wide Releases

Kin (PG-13 for violence,
intense action, suggestive
material, alcohol abuse, pro-
fanity and mature themes)
Sci-fi thriller about a recently-
paroled ex-con (Jack Reynor)
who ends up on the run with
his adopted teenage brother
(Myles Truitt) from the feds,
a vengeful criminal (James
Franco) and a horde of other-
worldly soldiers. Cast includes
Carrie Coon, Zoe Kravitz and
Dennis Quaid.

Operation Finale (PG-13
for mature themes, disturbing

images and some profanity)
Historical drama recreating the
top secret Israeli mission led
by Mossad agent Peter Mal-
kin (Oscar Isaac) to Argentina
to capture Nazi fugitive Ad-
olf Eichmann (Ben Kingsley),
the architect of the Holocaust.
With Melanie Laurent, Nick
Kroll and Joe Alwyn. (In Eng-
lish and Spanish with subtitles)

Ya Veremos (PG-13 for sug-
gestive content and some pro-
fanity) Coming-of-age drama,
set in Mexico, about an ado-
lescent (Emiliano Aramayo)
already upset about his par-
ents’ (Mauricio Ochmann and
Fernanda Castillo) impending
divorce who suddenly has to
undergo an operation to save

his eyesight. Supporting cast
includes Erik Hayser, Paco
Rueda and Ariel Levy. (In
Spanish with subtitles)

Independent & Foreign

Active Measures (PG-13 for
violence, war images, crude
sexual references and mature
themes) Investigative docu-
mentary chronicling Vladimir
Putin’s covert efforts to influ-
ence political campaigns all
around the world via bribes,
propaganda and cyber attacks,
including the U.S.” 2016 presi-
dential election,. Featuring
commentary by Hillary Clin-
ton, John McCain and Sheldon
Whitehouse.

Big Brother (Unrated) Mar-
tial arts drama, set in Hong

Kong, about a schoolteacher
(Don Yen) with rusty academic
skills but fists of steel whose
unconventional approach to
education comes in handy
when his class is invaded by a
motley gang of fighters. With
Joe Chen, Kang Yu and Ye
Fan. (In Cantonese and Eng-
lish with subtitles)

Blood Fest (Unrated) Hor-
ror comedy about fright fans
who flock to a scary movie fes-
tival only to discover that the
show’s charismatic promoter
(Owen Egerton) is a psycho
with a grisly, hidden agenda.
Co-starring Seychelle Gabriel,
Robbie Kay and Jacob Bata-
lon.

Destination Wedding (R

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every
3x3 box with the digits 1 thro
only once in each row across lumn

s, every column down, and every
ach 1 through 9 digit must appear
down, and each 3x3 box.
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© Feature Exchange

for sexuality and pervasive
profanity) Romantic comedy
revolving around a couple of
miserable wedding guests (Ke-
anu Reeves and Winoa Ryder)
who fall for each other at the
reception. Cast includes Greg
Lucey, Ted Dubost and D.
Rosh Wright.

The Little Stranger (R for
disturbing bloody images)
Suspense thriller, set during
the summer of 1948, about
a country doctor (Domnhall
Gleason) who encounters more
than he bargained for when he
makes a house call to a haunt-
ed Gothic mansion where his
mother once worked as a maid.
With Will Poulter, Charlotte
Rampling and Ruth Wilson.

Hint: Quote by Christopher Columbus

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the .
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Cryptogram 7
)//Tﬁ -

A Paris Education (Un-
rated) Coming-of-age drama
about an aspiring, young film-
maker (Andranic Manet) who
moves from Lyon to Paris tc
study cinema only to fall un-
der the spell of a charismatic
classmate (Corentin Fila). Fea-
turing Diane Rouxel, Jenna
Thiam and Sophie Verbeeck.
(In French with subtitles)

Reprisal (R for profanity
and violence) Cat-and-mouse
thriller about a bank manager
(Frank Grillo) who teams up
with an ex-cop (Bruce Wil-
lis) to apprehend the robber
(Johnathon  Schaech) who
murdered his co-worker. Cast
includes Olivia Culpo, Jesse
Pruett and Natali Yura.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

In your lifetime, you’ve done
many amazing things.

You learned to walk. Imagine
how hard that was, and you did it.
You learned to make words and
put them into sentences, which
is no easy feat, either. You know
how to get to school, do math,
read and play ball. But, as in the
new book “On Point” by Hena
Khan, could something be hold-
ing you back from greatness?

For weeks and weeks before
try-outs, Zayd Saleem practiced

my “ON POINT: ZAYD SALEE
( CHASING THE DREAM A

his shots, dribbles and lay-ups for
a better chance at joining the best
fourth-grade basketball team in
the whole entire league. No kid
was happier than Zayd when he
finally made it — and the bonus
was that his best friend, Adam,
was on the team, too.

And that was great — it gave
Zayd more time to hang out with
Adam, and it allowed them more
time to play ball.

But then the basketball team
started doing poorly, losing
games by a lot of points. Adam
was the team captain, but he be-

AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 4, 2018

gan hanging out with some other,
older boys who preferred foot-
ball.

Zayd was afraid that his best
friend had lost interest in hoops,
especially when Adam skipped
basketball practice a couple of
times, and that made Zayd sad.
He figured the team was as good
as done, but then coach dropped
a bombshell: Adam was out for
awhile and Zayd was on point.

But how could that be? Zayd
wasn’t sure how to tell coach that
he wasn’t ready. He wasn’t ag-
gressive enough, or fast enough

U RENTAL

Van Company

Pr T V.

3840 ROBINSON ROAD

to move the ball along in play. He
wasn’t nearly as good as Adam
but with Adam gone, what were
the choices?

Practice, practice, practice.
That was the only option, and as
Zayd thought about an upcoming
game, he also thought about his
beloved Jamal Mamoo’s predica-
ment: Jamal Mamoo had recently
gotten engaged but everybody
had an opinion about the wed-
ding. Zayd could tell that Jamal
Mamoo and Nadia Aunty were
not happy about their ceremony
becoming something they didn’t

‘11

(4

want. He practiced and thought,
until the answer was finally clear.
Was it possible that the solution
for both of them was the same?

Here’s the first thought about
“On Point,” though it’s based in
basketball, your child doesn’t
have to be a basketball fan to like
it.

Indeed, author Hena Khan is
careful to use correct terms in this
hoops-book, but they (and other
words) are quietly explained
within the story itself, usually
by its main character. Readers
unfamiliar with b-ball are even

New fleet of vans
12 & 15 passenger vans
Unbeatable prices
Unlimited miles
Church / business trips
Family vacation & more
Cash or credit cards

SMOOTH 100.5 FM

f
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www.mississippilink.com
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schooled on the title’s meaning,
but not in a manner that’s off-
putting to kids who already know.

That’s perhaps what’s going
to put this book in a youngster’s
hands. What will keep it there is
the story itself, which is one of
tradition, confidence and learn-
ing to lead, but it’s not a preachy
message.

All around, that makes “On
Point” a truly appealing book,
both for kids and for parents who
want subtle lessons learned. If
that’s true for your 7-to-10-year-
old, then this book should do it.

JACKSON, MS 39209 - PHONE: 601-398-1162

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70°S, 80°’S AND 90°S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Alcorn Inaugurates 147th year

August, 2018 ¢ Alcorn, MS

PHOTOS BY DR. JERRY DOMATOB

Hinds County School District Weekly Update

Engaging-Empowering-Ensuring-Excellence

HCSD recognized for its support
to the Mississippi Foundation

On August 24th the Hinds County School
District was recognized at the 2018 Missis-
sippi Sickle Cell Foundation (MSCF) annual
gala for supporting the organization’s efforts
to enhance the quality of life for individuals
living with sickle cell disease through the
support of research, public activities and
awareness, and patient/family education.

“We are extremely proud of the work our fac-
ulty and staff has done with the Mississippi
Sickle Cell Foundation, and we applaud
the foundation’s efforts to raise awareness
about sickle cell disease,” said Delesicia
Martin, superintendent of Hinds County
School District. “The physical health and
wellness of our students, families, faculty,
and staff are priorities for the district and
significantly impact our ability to help our
students to succeed.”

| Community Relations and Carolyn
Samuel, board secretary / District 5

Earl Burke, chief financial officer / assis-
tant superintendent of Business Services
& Operations; Delesicia Martin; and Wil-
liam Sellers, assistant superintendent /
Student Services

Delesicia Martin, Superintendent of Educa-
tion

Robbie Anderson, board member / District
2 and Earl Burke, chief financial officer

| assistant superintendent of Business
Services & Operations

Carolyn Samuel, board secretary / District
5 and Linda Laws, board president /
District 3

HCSD employees honored

Erica Jones, Gary Road Elementary in- Tracey Gregory,
structional coach and Hinds County School assistant principal-
District Teacher of the Year has been named THS was honored by
as a 2019 NEA Foundation Global Learning Belhaven University
Fellow by the NEA Foundation, a public as their recipient of the
charity founded by Educators for Educators. Mississippi Association
As a Fellow, Jones will spend ayearina of Colleges for Teacher
peer learing network, building global com- Education Outstanding
petency skills, the capacity to understand Administrator Award
and act on issues of global significance. 2017-2018.

Congratulations to Jordan
German (Gilmer), UEMS
teacher for being selected

Jana Carter, assistant prin-
cipal-RES was honored by
Mississippi College as their

~

recipient of the Mississippi as the MACTE-Outstanding

Association of Colleges for Professional Educator Award

Teacher Education Outstand- Recipient for 2017-2018

ing Administrator Award school year. She is also
UEMS’s Rookie of the Year.

2017-2018.

Thank You to the Junior Auxiliary of Byram-Terry for its annual donation

The Hinds County School District Board and Superintendent of Education wish to extend its heartfelt thanks to the Junior
Auxiliary of Byram-Terry for its Annual Pack the Pickup Back to School Supply Drive for the local schools. The drive was held
this summer at Kroger and Walmart of Byram. Volunteers include club members, students, parents and local administrators.

Thank You to the Terry High School Baseball Team for its donation to GRE

The Terry High School baseball team completed the last phase of a school supply drive that benefited Gary Road Elemen-
tary last week. Players worked at Wal-Mart in Byram to procure donations for school supplies. Head Baseball coach Sean
Steverson and the GRE staff said that they are very proud of his young men for their support.
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www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA CHOICE BEEF

NEW YORK
STRIP STEAKS

PER LB.

56°°

USDA CHOICE BEEF

BONELESS

RUMP ROAST

PER LB.

$279

BONELESS

FRYER
TENDERS

PER LB.

$799

PINERIDGE FARMS

PORK
RIBLETS

10 LB. BOX

5899

RED OR WHITE CALIFORNIA

SEEDLESS
GRAPES

PER LB.

9769

August 29 - September 4,2018

piggly wiggly

110 East Academy

CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.

CANTON, MS
STORE HOURS:

Sunday 8am.-8 p.m.

1574 West Government Blvd.

225 Meadowbrook Rd. BRANDON, MS
JACKSON, MS Crossgates Shopping
Village
STORE HOURS:

Monday - Saturday /7a.m.-9pm.  Monday - Saturday /7 am.-9 p.m. Down Home. Doun The Street™

Sunday 8a.m.- 8 p.m.

" No Cards Needed To

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.

Shop Our Low Prices

GREAT ON THE GRILL! 2 PACK FRESH

BOSTON BUTT
PORK ROAST

PER LB. PER LB.

5129

USDA CHOICE BEEF BOTTOM

ROUND
STEAKS

PER LB., FAMILY PACK

$299

REG. BUN SIZE, TURKEY

BALL PARK
FRANKS

15 OZ.

2 /$3

FRYER

LEG
QUARTERS

10 LB. BAG

$399

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH EXPRESS

SALAD
MIX

12 0Z.

$100

PORK
SPARE RIBS

5129

DAIRY & FROZEN
PORK

DEPARTMENTS
STEAKS

SWEET, UNSWEET, W/ SPLENDA
PER LB.

RED DIAMOND
12 w8

BLUE BONNET

0SCAR MAYER SPREAD
LUNCH MEATS | MARGARINE 5779

CHOPPED, HONEY CHOOPED HAM, HAM &
CHEESE, HONEY SMOKED OVEN ROASTED
TURKEY, 16 OZ. i 2y

GRANDS
2/ 55 BISCUITS

16.3 OZ. CAN

KRAFT

SHREDDED
BLUE BELL  |CHEESE

ASSORTED FLAVORS

I (E CREAM 7-8 0L PKG.

T T T
4% ok

59 0L

BIRDSEYE

SMALL EAR

NEW Gop (0B CORN
RUSSET POTATOES |

4 LB. SELECT

>189 |

218,






