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Having worked for the United Way of 
the Capital Area (UWCA) for nine years, 
Ira Murray thought he had served his time 
and had reached a good point in his career 
and was ready for change. “I knew that I 
wanted to do more in the area of education 
and in order to do that, I knew that I needed 
more education…more research, under my 
belt,” said the energetic newly installed 
president and CEO of UWCA.

Murray, who previously served the 
UWCA as director of community invest-
ment from June 2006 to June 2007 and vice 
president of community impact from June 
2007 to June 2014, packed his family up 
and headed to Pittsburgh, PA to pursue his 
doctorate degree.

He was a K. Leroy Irvis Fellow at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Edu-
cation and Center for Urban Education. 
He recently received his PhD from UP’s 
Department of Administrative and Policy 
Studies, where he concentrated on issues 
such as race, equity and achievement in ur-
ban schools and communities. It typically 
takes 4-5 years to complete this track, Mur-
ray got it done sooner. “I fi nished all of my 
course work in three years, because I want-
ed one of my favorite professors whom I 
met while working on my master’s degree 
at Vanderbilt to chair my dissertation.

Murray said prior to learning about 
the job opportunity at his old stomping 
grounds, he had another job offer to join 
the staff of a prestigious university, but his 
heart was in Jackson. “I love Jackson, I met 
my wife here, we maintained our connec-
tion with our church here, we brought our 

daughter here to be baptized. Jackson won 
me over the fi rst time.

Murray’s vision for the UWCA is to con-
tinue to be a place where thought leaders 
gather but to also pull more folk into the 
giving process. “We are in an age where 
Millennials and Generation Y’s are becom-
ing more involved in the process of giving 
and supporting,” he said. “We want to be 
a place where they can get involved, be a 
part of the process and see the impact of 

their work.”
Although the UWCA, a local nonprofi t 

organization is located in Jackson, it serves 
Hinds, Madison and Rankin Counties. “We 
want people to know that not only are we 
here, but we are here to serve the entire 
metro area,” Murray said.

According to its website, UWCA’s mis-
sion is to bring the community together and 

Positioned to serve

Murray
Continued on page 3

Murray takes the helm at 
United Way of Capital Area

A sea of pink, green and 
pearls invaded the Capital City 
to celebrate and honor Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incor-
porated International President 
Glenda Glover, Ph.D., JD, CPA. 
In a two-day event themed “One 
Moment in Time,” community 
members, elected offi cials and 
sorority members from across 
the United States showed up in 
their best attire to meet, greet 
and partake in this historic oc-

casion. The events held August 
3-4, were sponsored by the Beta 
Delta Omega Chapter of which 
Glover is a current member.

The President’s Reception 
held Friday, August 3, at the 
Jackson Hilton Hotel was open 
to the community and had over 
1,300 attendees. Sorority mem-
ber and immediate past chair 
of the NAACP, Roslyn Brock, 
served as the mistress of cer-
emony. During Friday’s packed 

Sorority members 
across the United States 
visit Jackson to honor 
international president
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Mississippi Congressman Bennie G.  
Thompson, chair of the Congressional 
Black Caucus Political Education and 
Leadership Institute (CBC Institute), 
welcomed participants to Tunica, Mis-
sissippi August 9-12 for the Missis-
sippi Policy conference. “While we are 
faced with more challenges than ever 
before, we also have more opportuni-
ties to do more than ever before,” said 
Thompson, who has served as con-
gressman for Mississippi’s 2nd Con-
gressional District since 1993.

The primary mission of the CBC 
Institute, which was incorporated in 
2000, is to “educate today’s voters and 
train tomorrow’s leaders. The institute 
also focuses on informing, inspiring 
and igniting communities on issues 
affecting communities and therefore 
chose “Inform, Inspire, Ignite!” as its’ 
2018 theme.

There were entertainment and infor-
mative seminars throughout the 3-day 
conference. One seminar focused on 
civic engagement and was led by a 
5-member panel. This panel, moder-
ated by Congresswoman Marcia L. 
Fudge from the 11th Congressional 
District of Ohio, was titled “The Front-
lines of Change: Women, Minorities 
and Millennials.”

The Millennial generation is Amer-
ica’s largest, making up 25 percent of 
the total U.S. population and according 
to the 2010 Census is also America’s 
most diverse adult generation with 44 
percent of minorities. With such large 
numbers, the panel defi nitely under-
stood the power they have in shaping 
American politics.

Symone Sanders, a CNN political 
commentator, said, “There is a mis-
conception that young people are not 
plugged in, engaged or involved ... but 
young Millennials are already effect-
ing change. Look at what happened 
in Ferguson, Missouri where Wesley 
Bell, an African American, won the 
Democratic primary, defeating 29-year 
incumbent Robert McCulloch for the 
County Prosecuting Attorney in a stun-
ning upset.” Sanders said it was par-
tially due to activists and young black 
Millennials that this victory happened.

Antjuan Seawright, founder and 
CEO of Blueprint Strategy, said Mil-
lennials need to fi gure out their whys, 
meaning why do they want to get in-
volved? He said when they fi gure out 
their whys then seasoned leaders need 

to show them how they can become 
senators, congressmen and whatever 
role they wish to be involved in.

Cornell Belcher, an award-winning 
pollster and NBC/MSNBC News po-
litical contributor, said Millennials 
need to realize their signifi cant power. 
Belcher, author of “A Black Man in 
the White House,” said if Millennials 
voted at the percentage rate of Baby 
Boomers (69-70 percent) they could 
change the world of politics.

Tiffany Loftin, national director of 
the NAACP Youth & College Divi-
sion, said so often what young people 
are contributing to politics is not ac-
knowledged. “They are so often ac-
cused of not speaking up or not get-
ting involved but the truth is they are 
getting involved; and yet, Millennials 

are still being murdered in Chicago 
and are being incarcerated in huge 
numbers,” Loftin said. “Young people 
don’t see changes being made in line 
with their efforts or in spite of their 
majority power.”

Angela Rye, principal & CEO of 
Impact Strategies and a CNN politi-
cal commentator said that in address-
ing the power that Millennials have 
she was reminded of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King’s concept of power as ad-
dressed in his 1967 ‘Where Do We Go 
From Here” speech. Rye said King’s 
defi nition of power was the ability 
to achieve purpose. “Dr. King was a 
young person when he started in civil 
rights and people must realize it is not 
Millennials versus Baby Boomers, it’s 
us that are dying daily.” Rye told the 

audience they should recognize the 
importance of the work young people 
are doing daily.

Each panelist agreed getting Mil-
lennials out to vote is of extreme im-
portance but having a seat at the table, 
being involved and being respected is 
of extreme importance too.

At times, the discussions were very 
heated but at the end of the seminar, 
Congresswoman Fudge was very 
pleased. There was a lot of audience 
participation from members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus.

Other seminar topics addressed in-
cluded healthcare, workforce develop-
ment, education and corporate diver-
sity.

CBC Policy Conference ignites panel addressing the millennial generation

L-R Cornell Belcher, Angela Rye, Tiffany Loftin, Marcia Fudge, Symone Sanders and 
Antjuan Seawright. Thompson
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Continental, the leading tech-
nology company and premier tire 
manufacturer, is proud to wel-
come Mississippi native Marnise 
Webb to its global Human Rela-
tions (HR) Graduate Program. 
With this opportunity, Webb will 
gain HR experience locally and 
abroad over the next two years.

“Marnise will train within 
Continental all over the world. 
Her fi nal job placement will be in 
Clinton where she will take over 
a key role in our HR organiza-
tion to achieve her career goals 
closer to home,” said Continental 
Tire Clinton HR Manager Marco 
Will.

The Continental HR Graduate 
Program starts with a Welcome 
Week in Hanover, Germany fol-
lowed by four six-month assign-
ments in various locations within 
the company. In this program, 
graduates and post-graduates 
receive training in key areas of 
HR:

• Recruiting
• Compensation and Benefi ts
• Talent Management
• Operative Employee Man-

agement
• HR Communications or a re-

lated department
“The program will provide me 

with ample opportunities to not 
only network locally but to also 
live abroad and meet new people, 
all while working on projects that 
will add to the company’s suc-

cess,” said Webb.
Webb is a Madison Central 

High School graduate with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Tougaloo College and a Juris 
Doctorate from the Mississippi 
College School of Law. She is a 
member of the Magnolia Bar As-
sociation and Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc.

For a view of which depart-
ments Continental Tire Clinton 
will staff through the end of 
2019, visit www.mississippi.org/
continentalcareers.

For more information on ca-
reer opportunities with Conti-
nental Tire in Clinton, Mississip-
pi, visit www.continental-jobs.
com. 
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focus resources on the most critical human care needs. By 
partnering with businesses, individuals, government and 
other nonprofits UWCA is able to monitor the needs of the 
community and respond as issues or opportunities arise. As 
a convener, collaborator, founder and leader in addressing 
health and human service issues, UWCA fulfills a unique 
role in making our community a better place.

Murray is a member of the American Educational Re-
search Association and the American Educational Studies 
Association, and has also served on the boards of organiza-
tions such as the Greater Jackson Chamber partnership and 
the Young Professionals Alliance of Greater Jackson.

Murray, his wife and daughter are happy to be back in the 
metro area. Murray is ready to lead by service.

Entertainment during the conference included comedian 
Rita Brent and The Keeshea Pratt Band during the Thurs-
day night opening reception; Friday night celebration fea-

tured DJ Mark Battle; and Saturday night a concert that 
featured The Whispers.

See photos page A5.

out event, the City of Jackson and the Hinds County Board 
of Supervisors presented two resolutions to Glover. One of 
the resolutions presented by Ward 3 Councilman Kenneth 
Stokes and Judge LaRita Cooper-Stokes, recognized the 
third of August as ‘Dr. Glenda Glover Day’ in Ward 3. The 
evening also highlighted special tributes by former Jack-
son Mayor Harvey Johnson and Immediate Past Interna-
tional President Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson. The event was 
capped off with heart-felt remarks from Glover.

The President’s Brunch held Saturday, August 4, at the 
Jackson Convention Complex, featured over 1,200 sorority 
members representing all nine regions in the United States. 
All former international presidents were in attendance and 
most of the South Eastern regional directors. Sorority 
member Katina Rankin, WATN-TV news anchor 
in Memphis, Tennessee returned home to host Sat-
urday’s brunch alongside WAPT-TV news anchor 
Erin Pickens. The morning of fun and fellowship 
featured great cuisine, live music, special tributes 
and words of wisdom from the 24th International 
President Eva Evans. A joint resolution from the 
Mississippi Legislature was presented to Glover 
by Representative Debra Gibbs and Senator Tam-
my Witherspoon. Representative Angela Cock-
erham made a presentation from the Mississippi 
State Governor’s Office. Beta Delta Omega’s own 
Sonja Powe had the crowd in tears as she sang 
‘One Moment in Time.’

“Thank you to the community who came out in huge num-
bers to congratulate Dr. Glenda Glover, as we honored her 
for being elected as Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorpo-

rated International President. The support was overwhelm-
ing and truly appreciated. Thanks to the Beta Delta Omega 
chapter for their tireless efforts in planning, organizing and 
praying for a successful event. Their work produced a week-
end of celebration and elegance to be remembered. Special 
thanks to Beta Delta Omega Chapter president, Dr. Rose J. 
Franklin, for her leadership and service and for her unwav-
ering support of Demetrice Wells-Williams as co-chair and 
of me as chairperson. We could not have hosted over 2,500 
people at both the reception and brunch without the efforts 
and support of all the ladies of the Beta Delta Omega Chap-
ter. It truly was a lasting One Moment in Time,” said Maggie 
Terry Harper, reception/brunch chairman.

Glover will lead Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. for 
four years, 2018-2022 under the theme, “Exemplifying Ex-
cellence Through Sustainable Service.” The five program 
targets are:

Target 1: HBCU for Life: A Call to Action
Target 2: Women’s Healthcare and Wellness
Target 3: Building Your Economic Legacy
Target 4: The Arts!
Target 5: Global Impact
Professionally, Glover serves as president of Tennessee 

State University and is the institution’s eighth and first wom-
an president. Prior to serving as TSU’s president, Glover 
served as dean of the College of Business at Jackson State 
University from 1994 to 2012. Glover led the College of 
Business through the accreditation process and spearheaded 
the implementation of the nation’s first Ph.D. program in 
business at a HBCU. She is a certified public accountant, an 
attorney and is one of two African-American women to hold 
the PhD-CPA-JD combination in the nation.

See photos page A18.

Holmes Co.’s HIPPY program 
celebrates 8th transition ceremony

The Community Students 
Learning Center’s (CSLC) 
Home Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) 
program recently sent 12 young 
scholars to the Holmes County 
Consolidated School District 
(HCCSD) school-ready. 

HIPPY is an evidence-based 
program that works with families 
in the home to support parents in 
their critical role as their child’s 
first and most important teacher.

“We, as always, are extreme-
ly proud of our parents and our 
HIPPY babies,” said Lula Friar, 
CSLC’s HIPPY coordinator. 
Friar (now a 30-plus-year retired 
educator who can’t stop serving 
children) along with then-CSLC 
Project Director Henry Luck-
ett were trained at the HIPPY 
USA Headquarters in Arkansas 
to implement the international 
HIPPY model in Holmes County, 
Mississippi. Lubertha Banks was 
the center’s first HIPPY-USA-
trained home visitor.

The Holmes County-Lexing-
ton, Miss. HIPPY site was li-
censed to operate in 2010 under 
CSLC’s function as the Parent 
Information Resource Center for 
the state aka MS-PIRC.

“HIPPY works,” said Beulah 
Greer, CSLC executive direc-
tor. “Our HIPPY program has 

successfully fed more than 100 
equipped and ready-to-learn pre-
schoolers into the public school 
system. The parents truly love 
the program.” Greer says they 
are grateful for the support of 
their advisory committee, donors 
and everyone who help with the 
program. “We welcome any ad-
ditional help,” she said.

One of those many parents is 
Jamilah Andrews, mother of re-
cent graduate Khloe Andrews. 
“The HIPPY program was a 
wonderful experience for Khloe 
as it allowed her to explore new 
adventures through the books 
provided,” said Jamilah. “Not 
only is the program awesome, 
but so are the educators. They 
were extremely dedicated and 
helpful.”

The ceremony was exciting as 
keynote speaker Porche Frizell 
Dixon led the budding young 
stars in a cheer: “ABC, 123, 
HIPPY is the one for me!” Fri-
zell Dixon, former CSLC project 
director, is currently the Dean of 
Instruction at S.V. Marshall El-
ementary School of the HCCSD.

“I would 100 percent recom-
mend this program to every com-
munity,” expressed Jamilah.

For more information about 
the HIPPY program in Holmes 
County, call (662) 834-0905 or 
Beulah Greer at (601) 927-1495.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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In Memoriam 

June 18, 1965 - August 4, 2018 

Joyce Ann Smith, born June 18, 1965 in Yazoo 
City, MS, was the youngest daughter of Louise 
Evans and Samuel Leon Smith. She confessed her 
life in Christ at an early age and was baptized at 
Chapel Hill Missionary Baptist Church in Yazoo 
City. She later joined New Zion Baptist Church 
under the leadership of Rev. Willie E. Smith. 
There she served as fi nancial clerk. She was cur-

rently a member of College Hill Baptist Church, 
under the leadership of Rev. Michael T. Williams. 
At College Hill, she served with the New Mem-
bers Ministry, taught the youth Sunday School 
class, was active in the General Mission Ministry, 
and she was a member of Mission Circle #5.

She was a graduate of the Yazoo City Public 
School System, and after high school received a 
business degree at Draughon’s Business College.

Joyce began her working career with Legal 
Services and the Jackson City Attorney’s Offi ce. 
She later worked for the U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce, 
Piggott’s Law Firm and Butler Snow. Her last em-
ployment was with the U.S. Federal Court as the 
court deputy for Judge Carlton Reeves.

She will be greatly missed by everyone, espe-
cially the younger family members, because of 
her passion for their well-being. Joyce always 
made time to spend with all of them.

Left to cherish Joyce’s memories are her two 
children, Chauncy S. Smith (Jamessa) and Ray-
mona Jenette Smith; granddaughter, Zoey of 
Jackson, MS; parents, Samuel Leon and Louise 
E. Smith of Yazoo City, MS; siblings, Rev. Wil-
lie Smith (Willie Louise) of Yazoo City, MS, 
Otha L. Smith (Brenda) of Ft. Washington, MD, 
Calvin L. Smith Sr. of Yazoo City, MS, James 

E. Smith of Huntsville, AL, Dorothy L. Smith of 
Jackson, MS, Carolyn Smith of Jackson, MS, Ter-
ry-1. Smith (Juanita) of Snellville, GA, Macie M. 
Johnson (Melvin) of Jackson, MS, Imogene Mat-
thews (Calvin) of Jackson, MS, Wilberta Smith-
Bynum of Washington, D.C. and a host of nieces, 
nephews and dear friends.

Remembering 
Joyce Ann Smith

Smith
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President Beverly Wade Hogan 
proudly welcomed the newest set of 
young eaglets to campus during the 
offi cial opening of the Early College 
High School at Tougaloo College on 
August 8, 2018. The College has made 
history again by offering about 40 
Jackson Public School ninth graders 
the opportunity to take college cours-
es at Tougaloo while in high school.

President Beverly Wade Hogan told 
the students, “It’s our pleasure to have 
you on our campus. You’re our pre-
eaglets to the College, and we expect 
you to perform better than the rest,” 
said Hogan. She informed the students 
that research has shown, students in 
early college perform better in their 
educational pursuits compared with 
other students. In addition, she said, 
“A Tougaloo College education is your 
passport to success.”

In a call to excellence, City of Jack-
son Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba 
told the students about his family ties 
to Tougaloo College, as well as the 
rich history of the College being a 
place for people to rescue themselves. 
“You are now part of that continuing 
legacy,” said Lumumba.

While Tougaloo College draws 
upon its rich, strong legacy and heri-
tage to advance the city of Jackson, 

the state of Mississippi also benefi ts 
from this wonderful partnership. The 
Early College High School at Touga-
loo College now joins the only hand-

ful of school districts in the state with 
a dual enrollment program, where 
students may earn college credit while 
attending high school.

Aug. 1. Online Registration
JPS Information Meeting for Contractors: 9:00 AM

Aug. 2. Online Registration
Bond Town Hall Meeting: 6:00 PM

Aug. 3. Online Registration

Aug. 4. Online Registration

Aug. 5. Bond Community Forum: 10:00 AM
Middle School Open House Orientation: 2:30 PM
High School Open House Orientation: 5:00 PM

Aug. 6. First Day for Teachers
Elementary School Open House Orientation: 4:00 PM
Bond Town Hall Meeting: 6:00 PM

Aug. 7. Bond Election for JPS: 7:00 AM

Aug. 8. First Day for Students
Superintendent’s Hotline: 7:00 AM

Aug. 9. Superintendent’s Hotline: 7:00 AM
JPS School Board Regular Meeting: 5:30 PM

Aug. 10. CDC Childcare Enrollment Deadline

Aug. 11. JPS Football Jamboree: 8:00 AM

Aug. 15. JPS School Board Special Meeting: 8:30 AM

Aug. 18. JCPTA Fall School of Instruction: 10:00 AM

Aug. 21. JPS School Board Regular Meeting: 5:30 PM

Aug. 30. Better Together Commission Meetings: 4:15 PM
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Tougaloo College Opens New 
Early College High School

District Calendar 
August District Calendar At-A-Glance

 The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly by 
The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offi ces located at 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213. Mailing address is P.O. Box 
11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail us at: editor@
mississippilink.com; Please visit our website at: www.mis-
sissippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-0084, Fax 896-0091, out 
of state 1-800-748-9747. Periodical Postage Rate Paid at 
Jackson, MS. 

Deadline: The deadline for submitting items to be considered 
for publication is Tuesday at 10 a.m.

Subscriptions are $32 per year; $64 for two years or $96 for 
three years.

Postmaster: 
Send all address changes to The Mississippi Link, 
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307.

Advertising: For all advertising information, 
please call (601) 896-0084.

The Mississippi Link accepts no responsibility for unsolicited 
materials and in general does not return them to sender. 
Manuscripts and photographs submitted for publication are 
welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no responsibility can 
be taken for sources considered to be authoritative, because 
the publication cannot guarantee their accuracy. Reproduc-
tion or use, without permission, of editorial or graphic content, 
is prohibited.

 � e Mississippi Link TM

Volume 24 • Number 43
August 16 - 22, 2018

© copyright 2018. All rights reserved.

Publisher.................................................Jackie Hampton
Editor.......................................................Othor Cain
Copy Editor.............................................Minnie Garrett
Graphics..................................................Marcus Johnson
Photographers........................................Kevin Robinson & Jay Johnson
Contributing Writers...............................Janice K. Neal-Vincent
         Ayesha K. Mustafaa

Member:

Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson voters 
pass 2018 JPS bond

Jackson voters responded over-
whelmingly in favor of Jackson Pub-
lic Schools in the bond election held 
Tuesday, August 7. The $65 million 
bond referendum passed with 86 per-
cent voting for the measure and only 
14 percent voting against. JPS School 
Board President Dr. Jeanne Hairston 
talked about what the victory means 
for JPS students.

“This demonstrates to them that the 
adults are behind them 100 percent, 
and we stand ready to help them to 
be successful and achieve,” said Dr. 
Hairston. “We want our parents, our 
guardians, our grandparents to know 
that all of us in the district—this 
Board in particular—are committed 
to working every day on behalf of 
all of our students so that everyone is 
welcome here at JPS.”

The bond gives JPS the opportunity 
to complete improvements and restore 
infrastructure at all of its schools. 

About $15.5 million will go towards 
issues raised by the Mississippi De-
partment of Education in a Corrective 
Action Plan. Also included are safety 
improvements at Newell Field. The 
fi eld was a popular site for football and 
soccer games and band events. Some 
of the work will directly impact teach-
ing and learning, such as science labs 
in all of the District’s middle schools 
and high schools and internet cafes in 
school libraries.

Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, 
who has made his support for the 
bond widely known, has said that it 
will not increase taxes. Since the Dis-
trict paid some previous debt earlier 
this year, reissuing the same amount 
will not cause any increase in taxes 
paid by homeowners for Jackson Pub-
lic Schools.

The JPS School Board created an 
oversight committee with a resolution 
it passed at a special meeting on July 
30.
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Concerts attract music 
lovers to Mississippi College

Algebra teaching and learning support 
extended to all MS school districts

MSU among 
SEC institutions 
participating in 
Southeast Executives

Mississippi College students will 
show off their musical talents and act-
ing skills during a blitz of performances 
this Fall.

MC’s Music Department will sponsor 
many of the major events.

One of the performances that folks 
shouldn’t miss will be the MC Jazz 
Band playing swing hits of the mod-
ern era – from Duke Ellington to Count 
Basie and Benny Goodman through 
tunes of recent vintage. The concert on 
the Brick Streets of downtown Clinton 
is set for October 12.

Jazz fans should bring their favorite 
lawn chairs, enjoy the free music and 
dine at nearby Clinton restaurants. Food 
vendors will be on hand, too. The ac-
tivity that Friday evening begins in the 
city’s historic business district at 6 p.m.

A week later, October 19, Mississippi 
College rolls out its Sclater Chamber 
Music Series. The series is named in 
tribute to award-winning Clinton com-
poser James Sclater.

A Mobile, Alabama native, Sclater 
retired after serving four decades as an 
MC music professor and mentor to gen-
erations of students. Tickets to the fi rst 
show of the season at Aven Recital Hall 
are $20 for general admission and $5 for 
students and children. The show begins 

at 7:30 p.m. Friday. More details will be 
announced soon.

The Mississippi College Singers are 
booked for their 2018 Homecoming 
concert October 27. The program begins 
at 1:30 p.m. that Saturday at Provine 
Chapel on the Clinton campus. The stu-
dent group has performed in Carnegie 
Hall and Lincoln Center in New York 
City over the years. Conducted by Mark 
Nabholz, the vocalists traveled as far 
away as Europe and South Africa for 
concerts. The event is free.

There’s much more to see and do for 
music lovers at the Christian university.

Music fans are invited to opera pro-
ductions November 1-4 at MC’s Aven 
Recital Hall. The programs November 
1-3 begin at 7 p.m. and the show on No-
vember 4 starts at 3 p.m. The shows are 
ticketed events. More details will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Free events at MC include: the Choc-
taw Chorus concert at Provine Chapel 
on November 6, the MC Symphonic 
Winds concert in Swor Auditorium No-
vember 19 and a Jazz Band concert De-
cember 3 at the Aven Recital Hall. Nab-
holz conducts the Choctaws Chorus. 
Craig Young conducts the Symphonic 
Winds. Both are MC music professors. 
All three programs begin at 7:30 p.m.

One of MC’s most memorable pro-

grams will welcome the Christmas 
season. The annual Festival of Lights 
concerts made their debut at the Baptist-
affi liated university in 1986.

The 2018 Festival of Lights dates are 
November 29-30 and December 1. Tick-
ets to the MC Singers performances at 
Provine Chapel are $15 for the general 
public, and $5 for students and children.

The programs pack the pews at Mis-
sissippi College’s oldest building as the 
holiday season nears. It is best to pur-
chase tickets in advance. For those who 
cannot attend, the festival is available to 
thousands of Mississippi Public Broad-
casting viewers during TV programs 
airing statewide in December.

The Mississippi College Communica-
tion Department will again present Bar-
bara Robinson’s hilarious production 
of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.” 
The play appeals to people of all ages 
– from Mississippi children to senior 
citizens.

The ticketed shows run November 
27-30 in Swor Auditorium. The pro-
duction tells the story of how the rotten 
Herdman kids discover the true mean-
ing of Christmas. MC communication 
professor Sandra Grayson returns as the 
show’s director. She’s done an admira-
ble job directing students in the comedic 
production for the past decade.

Starting this school year, all 
Mississippi public school dis-
tricts will be able to implement 
the Algebra Nation program, 
which is designed to help stu-
dents perform better in the Al-
gebra I course.

Piloted in approximately 30 
districts over the last two years, 
the Algebra Nation program 
includes custom-developed 
Algebra I resources, supports, 
student performance reports 
and professional development 
for teachers. The program also 

extends learning outside of 
the classroom by providing a 
virtual community of teachers 
and students that collaborate 
and learn online.

Algebra Nation pilot pro-
gram districts experienced 
a 7.2 percent increase in the 
percentage of students scoring 
at profi cient or advanced on 
the Mississippi Academic As-
sessment Program (MAAP) 
compared to a 4.8 percent in-
crease for non-Algebra Nation 
pilot program districts on the 
spring 2017 Algebra I assess-

ment.
The Mississippi Department 

of Education (MDE) Offi ce of 
Secondary Education content 
staff and the Research & Cur-
riculum Unit at Mississippi 
State University validated the 
effectiveness of the Mississip-
pi-developed Algebra Nation 
resources.

“Mississippi students are 
benefi ting from the instruc-
tional support Algebra Nation 
provides,” said Marla Davis, 
MDE bureau director and 
mathematics content special-

ist. “The program’s fl exibility 
allows each district to use it in 
a manner that fi ts their individ-
ual needs and capacity.”

Algebra Nation staff, in 
partnership with the MDE, 
are hosting approximately 10 
regional trainings for teach-
ers around the state during the 
months of August and Septem-
ber.

The Algebra Nation program 
is being extended to all school 
districts through a $500,000 
appropriation from the Missis-
sippi Legislature.

Mississippi State University is 
among Southeastern Conference 
institutions participating in the 
launch of the Southeast Executives 
on Roster (XOR) program to help 
match experienced entrepreneurs 
and university startups.

MSU and its 13 fellow SEC uni-
versities have jointly created the 
Southeast XOR platform to broad-
en access to experienced entrepre-
neurial talent and to match that tal-
ent to university-affi liated startups 
in need of executive management.

“Mississippi State has research-
ers working on some of the world’s 
toughest challenges,” said Kathy 
Gelston, MSU’s associate vice 
president for corporate engage-
ment and economic development. 
“In order to get that derived tech-
nology into the market place, we 
need to partner our scientists with 
equal-caliber business talent who 
are ready to dive in and build a 
company.  We see the Southeast 
XOR platform as one way to build 
those partnerships.”

Eric Hill, director of MSU’s Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurship and Out-
reach, said fi nding the right entre-
preneurs ready for that challenge is 
not always easy. However, the XOR 
project helps MSU cast a wide net 
with its sister SEC universities who 
may have an opportunity right for 
alumni and affi liates and vice versa.

“In tandem with the E-Center’s 
Mentor Network, the XOR net-
work of entrepreneurial talent and 
startup opportunities shared across 
the SEC increases all of our chanc-
es at building successful spin-out 
companies,” Hill said.

The XOR project started with a 
discussion at the annual meeting 
of the SEC Technology Transfer 
Directors in July 2017 and was 
completed after a year-long col-
laborative development process 
with technology transfer offi ces at 
all 14 SEC universities. The pro-
cess included choosing a software 
platform development partner; 
creating the platform’s core prin-
ciples; designing the platform’s 
specifi cations; drafting a “Guide-
book” to govern the platform’s use 
and operations; and recruiting and 
qualifying entrepreneurs and start-
ups to populate the system for its 
pilot launch.

The software platform was de-
veloped by Wellspring, a tech-
nology-commercialization soft-
ware development company, and 
it works by matching university 
startup companies with entrepre-
neur and capital networks outside 
each university’s immediate area.

Jeremy Clay, director of MSU’s 
Offi ce of Technology Manage-
ment, said combining the entrepre-
neur talent networks of all partici-
pating universities gives MSU’s 
startup companies access to a larg-
er talent pool in which members 

are vetted by other SEC schools.
“We expect this system will im-

prove the likelihood that startups 
will fi nd experienced executive 
management and ultimate suc-
cess,” Clay said.

Similarly, Southeast XOR entre-
preneurs looking for their next op-
portunity will have a larger pipe-
line of opportunities available in 
a central, user-friendly portal only 
accessible to those entrepreneurs 
who are members.

Initially, more than 50 select en-
trepreneurs will be given access 
to the platform to begin searching 
through the profi les of more than 
35 initial university startups in 
the system. Additional interested 
entrepreneurs may access the plat-
form through an application and 
qualifi cation process.

Clay said MSU’s Offi ce of Tech-
nology Management and Center 
for Entrepreneurship and Out-
reach have partnered together and 
already have helped faculty re-
searchers submit their companies 
to the XOR platform.

Examples include Azulux LLC, 
a company started by MSU As-
sociate Professor of Chemistry 
Keith Hollis, that will build and 
optimize a stable blue emitter for 
organic light-emitting diodes; and 
NP Sway LLC, a company started 
by MSU Physics and Astronomy 
Head and Professor Mark A. No-
votny, that has a focus on produc-
ing quantum dragon nanodevices 
with enhanced electron transmis-
sion enabling electronic devices to 
operate more effi ciently.

Clay and Hill said their offi ces 
will continue working together to 
recruit entrepreneurs and compa-
nies for the XOR platform, along 
with assisting MSU-affi liated 
entrepreneurs in building a pitch 
deck or other materials and col-
lecting data for developing a com-
pany profi le page in the platform.

In addition to affi liation with or 
recommendation for inclusion by 
a participating university, those 
interested in becoming an XOR 
entrepreneur should have experi-
ence raising capital for a startup 
company and/or worked at least 15 
years as an executive in a specifi c 
industry. Willingness and avail-
ability to play an executive man-
agement role for a startup also is 
among criteria for consideration.

For more information or ques-
tions about the Southeast XOR, 
contact Jeremy Clay at 662-325-
8222 or jmc17@msstate.edu or 
Eric Hill at 662-325-3521 or 
ehill@ecenter.msstate.edu.

The Offi ce of Technology Man-
agement can be found online at 
www.otm.msstate.edu; Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Outreach, at 
www.ecenter.msstate.edu.

MSU is Mississippi’s lead-
ing university, available online at 
www.msstate.edu.
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MC Singers perform at the Festival of Lights 



“Because my father made me,” Vic-
toria Brock says when asked why she 
chose to attend Jackson State Univer-
sity. Her response is followed by a gush 
of laughter giving the impression that 
she is only half joking. Or, perhaps not.

Saturday, Aug. 11, is the offi cial 
“Move-In Day” for freshmen and 
transfer students on the campus of the 
HBCU. Brock, a psychology major, is 
leaning against the door inside her room 
at McAllister Whiteside Residence Hall. 
Her two younger sisters wear expres-
sions of indifference interrupted by oc-
casional smiles.

Brock’s father, Ronnie, fi rst attended 
JSU in ’76 but was unable to complete 
his degree at that time. Several years 
ago, he re-enrolled and in 2013 gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s in graphic design. 
Ronnie’s oldest son is also a senior at 
the university and now it’s time for his 
eldest daughter to make her mark at the 
HBCU.

Brock says, “I wanted to come. My 
dad told me some good stories. He said 
it was a good school, a good environ-
ment and it was close by.”

Saying goodbye will be bittersweet 
for Brock’s mother, Brenda. “But it is 
time to let her go. She’s an adult now. 
I want her to get a good education and 
make something of herself,” she reasons 
before admitting that she will probably 
cry on the way back to their hometown 
of McComb.

But both mom and dad agree that the 
freshman is in good hands at JSU.

“It’s a family atmosphere and a nur-
turing environment. It’s totally safe,” 
Ronnie says. “We’re comfortable with 
leaving her here, and I think it will be a 
good experience for her.”

An entrepreneur with a design busi-
ness, Ronnie points out visible changes 
in the HBCUs effi ciency over the years. 
“I have seen Jackson State grow from 
the long lines, whether it was housing or 
fi nancial aid, to no lines at all.” He says, 
“This experience of unloading, the fi rst 
I’ve seen done this way. It was excel-
lent. We didn’t have to ask if someone 
could help us. All we had to do was pull 
(our car) up.”

William B. Bynum Jr., president of 
the university, conveys similar feelings 
as he explains that of all his associations 
with various universities, no one does 
Move-In Day quite like Jackson State.

“The number of volunteers we have; 
the number of organizations; the num-
ber of students who come out to help is 
beautiful.” Bynum says, “It’s nothing 
like seeing smiles on parents’ faces when 
they pull up to the corner, and there’s a 
bunch of people running up to the car to 
help them unpack. So, I am just really 
pleased with the process today.”

Out of the many occasions that hap-
pen in the academic year, Move-In 
Day is a long-standing favorite of the 
president. Bynum says he takes great 
pleasure in observing the sense of pride 
parents show as they leave their children 
to embark on a journey in higher educa-
tion.

He and his wife, Deborah, will spend 
the day walking the entire campus reas-
suring families that their children, now 
Tigers, will be cared for by compassion-
ate faculty, staff and alumni at a place 
where student-centeredness is the foun-

dation.
“We’ll take the baton from here and 

make sure we continue to develop their 
son or daughter.” He explains, “On Sun-
day, during new student convocation, 
some of the things said will hopefully 
help them feel that they have made a 
wise decision choosing Jackson State.”

Mass communications major Gabri-
elle Baker, a senior, is experiencing déjà 
vu. “I remember my move-in day. I had 
my mom’s car, my dad’s car and they 
thought about renting me a U-Haul,” 
says Baker who is spending the day vol-
unteering.

The newly named Miss Jackson State 
University says teamwork and collegial-
ity are also on full display as she nods 
to the various alumni, Greek and com-
munity organizations unpacking ve-
hicles and fi lling gray tubs to the brim 
with freshmen essentials. “This is just 
amazing to see everyone come together 
to help. It’s exciting,” she adds with an 
ample smile.

Nora Gayles says her daughter Ar-
tiscia Blackman chose JSU because she 
wanted to get away from Chicago. “She 
didn’t want me to pop up on her,” says 
Gayles with a hint of emotion in her 
voice. It is the fi rst time the mother and 
daughter will have such a large distance 
between them.

“At fi rst, I didn’t want her to go, but 
this is a good experience for her. I told 
her I wasn’t going to embarrass her and 
cry. But I know I’m going to have to go 
in the car and cry,” she says.

A graduate of Jackson State and a for-
mer Prancing J-Sette, Gayles’ aunt infl u-
enced Blackmon’s decision to attend the 
university. “So we knew a little history 
about the school. More than anything I 
want her to get the HBCU experience.” 
Mom says, “Of course, I also want her to 
come home with a degree.”

Attending an HBCU was a common 
theme found among many of the incom-

ing freshmen like Anejia Mann of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. “I did some research, 
and I liked what I found. I’m going to 
miss home, but I don’t think I’m going 
to miss it as much as everyone thinks,” 
she says with a laugh. “I’ve been at 
home my whole life. I’ve always wanted 
to move out of state for as long as I can 
remember.”

Mann also says she is prepared to 
learn the vast differences in high school 
and college culture and despite being a 
little anxious, she is ready for the start of 
the semester.

Kyndal Coleman, Mann’s bestfriend 
also from the Mitten State, enrolled in 
the university’s summer development 
program that gives potential scholars a 
second opportunity for admission.

“I always wanted to come down 
South. I like the heat, and I’m tired of 
the snow,” says the criminal justice ma-
jor. The southern hospitality is also in-
spiring to the freshmen. “Back at home, 
I’m not used to people speaking and 
being friendly. I had to realize that I 
needed to step out of my comfort zone,” 
shares Coleman.

Mann’s father DeJohn also fi nds satis-
faction in the amiable nature of the peo-
ple he’s encountered so far. “Everyone 
is respectful, nice and helpful. It’s a very 
family-oriented atmosphere.”

While traditionally men are usually 
expected to be emotionless pillars, De-
John has no trouble admitting he is over-
whelmed by the thought of his daughter 
growing up and will probably shed a 
tear when he leaves Monday.

“That’s my baby. I have to hold her 
down. I’m very proud that she’s sticking 
to it. This is her dream, and she’s going 
to conquer it,” he says. “We had a prob-
lem with the fi nancial aspect, but she 
made sure she took care of it. So, I’m 
confi dent that she is going to do well.”

DeJohn adds that he wants his daugh-
ter to grow into herself and “this is 

where you do it, at an HBCU.”
Eighteen-year-old Jack Strouse is a 

freshman from Orange County, Califor-
nia. Studying business management, he 
hopes to later pursue an MBA and then 
graduate with a law degree from UCLA. 
He is also one of three quarterbacks for 
the JSU Tigers.

“We’re trying to change the culture 
with the football team. I think we’re go-
ing to go out there and have a season 
that is the fl ipside of last year’s record,” 
he says pausing from helping students 
move into Dixon Residence Hall. “I 
think we’re going to be pretty good this 
year. I’m ready to start my classes and 
for all the campus activities.”

Strouse explains that he was recruited 

to the University by quarterback coach 
A.J. Smith. But it was the additional 
warmth of coaches Tony Hughes and 
Hal Mumme when Strouse came for a 
campus visit that made him commit im-
mediately.

“I think this is the place I wanted to be 
for the next four years,” he says.

The Q.B. shrugs off any talk of ner-
vousness about the upcoming season. 
But he does admit to feeling a slight 
pressure to perform. “Some of the guys 
have talked about the fans. They love 
you when you’re doing well, and they 
don’t love you as much when you’re 
doing bad.” Strouse laughs, “So we just 
have to get out there and prove our-
selves to all the doubters.”
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Teamwork, student-
centeredness on full display 
during Move-In Day at JSU

DeJohn Mann (center) with daughter Anejia Mann (left) and friend 
Kyndal Coleman, (right), are freshmen from Grand Rapids, Mich. at-
tending the HBCU. PHOTOS BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

Nora Gayles said daughter Artiscia Blackman chose JSU to 
get away from Chicago.

The Brock Family, from McComb, Miss.,drops off their oldest daughter Victoria to begin 
her educational experience as a Tiger at JSU.

Gabrielle Baker, Miss JSU, is thrilled at the way the community is coming together for 
Move-In Day.

By Rachel James-Terry
jsumsnews.com
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PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii (Aug. 8, 2018) Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class James Bennett, from Jackson, 
Miss., takes down a mooring line on the fantail of the amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard 
(LHD 6) during sea and anchor detail. Bonhomme Richard is currently underway in the U.S. 3rd Fleet 
area of operations. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Gavin Shields)

The U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration (SBA) is now accepting nomi-
nations for the 2019 Mississippi Small 
Business Person of the Year and Small 
Business Champion Awards.

Do you or someone you know have 
what it takes to win one of the U.S. 
Small Business Administration’s 
(SBA) business awards? “If so, the 
SBA Mississippi District Offi ce wants 
to hear from you,” said Janita R. Stew-
art, SBA Mississippi district director. 

“The SBA Mississippi District Of-
fi ce works with small businesses daily 
to help develop and grow their busi-
nesses, which in turn strengthens the 
state and national economy. “This is 
an opportunity to nominate a deserv-
ing small business or someone who 
champions small business for recog-
nition in one or more of the nomina-
tion categories, said Stewart.”

Since 1963, Small Business Week 
Awards has recognized the outstand-
ing achievements of America’s small 
business for their contributions to 
their local communities, and to our 
nation’s economy. The National Small 
Business Week celebrations will occur 
during the week of May 5 -11, 2019.

“You can be part of this celebra-
tion by nominating an outstanding 
small business owner or small busi-
ness champion in your community for 
one of these awards,” said Stewart. 
“In past years, we’ve had the plea-
sure of recognizing some outstanding 
small business owners and champions 
throughout our state that represented 
Mississippi well. We know there are 
many others out there deserving of 
this recognition; we just need to re-
ceive nominations in order for them to 
be considered. Self-nominations are 
also acceptable.”

The Mississippi SBA Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year will be invited 
to attend the national celebration in 
Washington, D.C. to compete for the 

National Small Business Person of 
the Year award against winners from 
across the country.

Small Business Champions of the 
Year award categories are for those 
who promote small business, includ-
ing volunteering time and services to 
small business interests and groups. 
Champions may or may not be small 
business owners.

SBA Awards given in celebration of 
Small Business Week include the fol-
lowing categories:

• Small Business Person of the Year
• Small Business Exporter
• Young Entrepreneur
• Generational Family-Owned 

Small Business
• Minority Small Business Cham-

pion
• Women in Business Champion
• Veteran Small Business Champion
• Home-Based Business Champion
• Financial Services Champion
• Entrepreneurial Success Award
• Small Business Journalist
• Phoenix Awards (recognizing out-

standing accomplishments during di-
saster recovery)

All nomination packages must be 
submitted to the SBA-Mississippi 
Gulfport Branch Offi ce. Nomination 
packages must be hand delivered or 
mailed to SBA Mississippi-Gulfport 
Branch Offi ce 2510 14th Street, Suite 
103, Gulfport, MS 39501 no later than 
4 p.m., Wednesday, January 9, 2019.

The dedicated website www.sba.
gov/nsbw provides forms, criteria and 
guidelines for submitting a nomina-
tion.

For nomination guidelines and ad-
ditional information regarding the 
awards, visit the SBA Mississippi web 
site at www.sba.gov/ms or contact 
the SBA Mississippi District Offi ce at 
(601) 965-4378 or Gulfport Branch 
Offi ce at (228) 863-4449.

SBA Mississippi now 
accepting 2019 Small 
Business Person of 
the Year & Champion 
Award nominations
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi State Hospital recently 
honored employees with August anni-
versaries for their years of service to 
the hospital.

Service awards are given to MSH 
employees in the month of their date of 

hire, beginning with one year and fol-
lowed by every fi fth anniversary year. 
Employees receive a Certifi cate of Ap-
preciation and a Service Award Pin.

The program is sponsored by Friends 
of Mississippi State Hospital, Inc.

MSH, a program of the Mississippi 

Department of Mental Health, was 
founded in 1855 and helps the indi-
viduals it serves achieve mental well-
ness by encouraging hope, promoting 
safety, and supporting recovery. The 
hospital is accredited by the Joint 
Commission.

Mississippi Blood Services (MBS) will 
be holding a blood drive with Greater 
Pearlie Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Sunday, August 26, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
The MBS Donor Coach will be at the 
church, located at 1640 W. County Line 
Road in Jackson. Donors will receive a T-
shirt (while supplies last). 

Mississippi Blood Services (MBS) is 
the only not-for-profi t blood center head-
quartered in Mississippi. MBS serves 
hospitals across the state, from Holly 

Springs to Keesler Medical Center in Bi-
loxi. Every day, MBS ships out between 
250-300 units of blood products to Mis-
sissippi hospitals but MBS cannot do this 
alone. Volunteer blood donors are the only 
source of human blood used in transfu-
sion medicine. When you donate blood, 
you can save up to three lives. When you 
donate blood with Mississippi Blood Ser-
vices, you save Mississippi patients.

Donating blood is safe, simple and it 
saves lives.

Donors must be at least 16 years old 

(16-year-olds need signed parental con-
sent, visit our Web site for a copy of the 
form), weigh at least 110 pounds and have 
a valid ID.

You can also visit our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/give2live and follow 
MSbloodservices on Twitter. Download 
the free MBS app for your smartphone 
and/or tablet and keep up with all things 
MBS! #Give1Save3.

Visit us at msblood.com or call us at 
(888) 90-BLOOD (902-5663) for more in-
formation. 

Mississippi State Hospital August service award recipients include: (left to right) Rodney Jones (Jackson, 1 year), Gabriel Horvath 
(Brandon, 5 years), Shircell Massey (Clinton, 25 years), Shirley Varnado (Jackson, 10 years), Tammy Kopesky (Brandon, 20 years), 
Michelle Chmielewski (Madison, 15 years), Michelle Cushman (Morton, 20 years), Michaela Martin (Jackson, 1 year), Allen Johnson 
(Pearl, 5 years).

Employees honored for 
service at MS State Hospital

Greater Pearlie Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church Blood Drive
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Mississippi Link Newswire



A new effort is underway to re-
name Richmond, Virginia’s Bou-
levard in honor of Richmond-born 
humanitarian and tennis great Ar-
thur Ashe Jr. 

Richmond City Councilwoman 
Kim B. Gray says she plans to in-
troduce legislation in September to 
change the street’s name to Arthur 
Ashe Boulevard. 

“I think it would be very appro-
priate to honor Arthur Ashe this 
way,” the 2nd District council-
woman said. “This could be a fi rst 
step in renaming streets in honor 
of other Richmond greats like 
civil rights icon Dorothy Height 
and Black newspaper giant John 
Mitchell whom the city has yet to 
recognize.”

Gray said she is submitting the 
name change proposal at the re-
quest of the Ashe family. David 
Harris, nephew of the late Ashe, 
broached the idea at a recent civic 
group meeting in Scott’s Addition. 
The idea already has received sig-
nifi cant attention. This would be 
the second time such a proposal 
has been before City Council.

In 2003, 6th District Councilman 
Walter T. Kenney Sr.’s proposal to 

rename the Boulevard in honor of 
Ashe was rejected on a 7-2 vote. 
Gray is taking on the issue because 
a major portion of the Boulevard 
is in the 2nd District. She believes 
the proposal has a greater chance 
of success this time.

She said she has heard from 

businesses and museums along 
the Boulevard that support the re-
naming. Gray also said she hopes 
Councilman Andreas Addison, 
whose 1st District borders a por-
tion of the Boulevard, will join her 
in supporting the proposal. “I am 
open to exploring any and every 

opportunity to celebrate and re-
member Richmond’s historic lead-
ers,” said Addison.

“I support the public process to 
explore this renaming of Boule-
vard. I have not received any for-
mal information or inquiry about 
this name change as of yet.” Fifth 
District Councilman Parker C. Ag-
elasto did not respond to a request 
for comment. A small section of 
the Boulevard around Byrd Park 
falls into that district.

Ashe, who is buried in a Henrico 
County cemetery, is honored with 
a statue on Monument Avenue, 
the fi rst non-Confederate to have a 
monument on the street.

He is the only black man to win 
the singles title at the U.S. Open, 
Wimbledon and the Australian 
Open. Outside the sport, Ashe was 
an activist and humanitarian, win-
ning recognition for his opposition 
to apartheid in South Africa and 
for opposing a U.S. crackdown 
against refugees from Haiti. He 
helped launch Virginia Heroes, a 
mentoring program for Richmond 
area youths, and started the Arthur 
Ashe Foundation for the Defeat of 
AIDS and the Arthur Ashe Institute 
for Urban Health before his death 
Feb. 6, 1993.

The Justice Department recently announced that 
it has reached a settlement with Mississippi Delta 
Community College (MDCC) to resolve allegations 
that MDCC discriminated against Pamela Venton on 
the basis of race in violation of Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended. Title VII is a federal 
statute that prohibits employment discrimination on 
the basis of sex, race, color, national origin and re-
ligion.

According to the United States’ complaint, fi led in 
the United States District Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of Mississippi, MDCC did not have a legitimate, 
nondiscriminatory reason for paying Pamela Venton, 
who is black, a signifi cantly lower annual salary than 
four of her white coworkers working in the same po-
sition with the same duties and responsibilities. Ven-
ton complained internally about the wage disparities 
and, while MDCC agreed to adjust her salary begin-
ning with the next academic school year, it did not 
compensate Venton for her lost wages.

“This settlement agreement refl ects the Civil 
Rights Division’s continued commitment to vigorous 
enforcement of Title VII’s prohibition against race-
based pay decisions,” said Acting Assistant Attorney 
General John Gore of the Civil Rights Division.

Under the terms of the settlement agreement, 
MDCC has agreed to pay $75,000 in back pay and 
compensatory damages to Venton. In addition, 
MDCC has agreed to implement appropriate train-
ing on identifying and correcting unlawful wage dis-
crimination.

Venton originally fi led a charge of discrimination 
with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion (EEOC). The EEOC’s Jackson, Mississippi, of-
fi ce investigated the charges and made reasonable 
cause fi ndings. After unsuccessful conciliation ef-
forts, the EEOC referred the charges to the Justice 
Department. 

The United States is represented in this case by 
Trial Attorney Torie Atkinson of the Civil Rights Di-
vision’s Employment Litigation Section.

More information about Title VII and other federal 
employment laws is available on the Civil Rights Di-
vision’s website at http://www.justice.gov/crt.
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Community College

At Senator Norwood’s Desk

Jackson residents Annie L. Heard and Cleta P. Edwards shared laughs with Senator Sollie B. Norwood in his offi ce at the Capitol August 8. They sat at 
his desk as he explained the legislative process.

Ashe

TriceEdneyWire.com

 By Jeremy Lazarus
TriceEdneyWire.com



R E I G N I N G 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Homecoming - Sunday, August 19, 2018 – Dr. Earl Miller, Pas-
tor Emeritus, Progressive Baptist Church, St. Paul, MN is the 
guest preacher for Farish Street Baptist Church Homecoming 
Worship. Reverend Miller will be returning to his roots, the church 
where he acknowledged the call of God; the people who nurtured 
his growth and development; and his family and friends. What a 
delightful homecoming this will be, Homecoming 2018, a 50th An-
niversary Homecoming celebration.

The Homecoming Worship services will be held at 11 a.m. at 
Farish Street Baptist Church located at 619 North Farish Street 
in the historic Farish Street District of Jackson, MS. The public is 
invited to attend.
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But I also kept 
physically mov-
ing regardless of 
how lost I felt.

One time in 
particular, I 
wanted to fi nd the 

Luxembourg Gardens in Paris. 
According to my map and GPS, 
it was 2 left turns and a brief 
10-minute walk from my hotel. 
I fi gured even I, with my direc-
tionally challenged self, couldn’t 
mess that up. Yet, at fi rst, I mis-
read the map and headed in the 
wrong direction. However, the 
GPS re-routed me and I found 
the park within minutes.

The real problem came when 
I left the park and attempted to 
walk back to the hotel. I walked 
around in circles for about 10 
minutes following my GPs’ di-
rections. However, based on 
what it was showing me, I was 
going in the right direction but 
it didn’t seem like it. The more 
I walked, it seemed the more 
disoriented I became. I stopped 
and looked at the GPS and map 
again. They both were send-
ing me left but that didn’t seem 
right. In frustration, I put the 
map away and trusted the GPS. 
It kept telling me to go right…so, 
even though it didn’t seem right, 
I kept walking until I found the 

correct road back to my hotel…
just one short block away. 

This experience reminded me 
of how some of us act when we 
fi nd ourselves in times of spiri-
tual confusion. We get frustrated 
because even though we say we 
are following the word of God, 
we keep going around in circles 
in our personal and spiritual 
lives. We keep dealing with the 
same problems we dealt with 
years ago. Some of us even make 
excuses like “God knows my 
heart.” But what I learned from 
my travel experiences is that 
God doesn’t want us to make 
excuses about what isn’t going 
right in our lives.  Even when we 
don’t think God’s word is work-
ing for us, God wants us to stop 
making excuses, make progress 
and become spiritually mature 
by trusting Him and His word 
more.

Psalm 119: 105 reminds us that 
God’s word is “a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.” Just like 
I obviously read the map wrong, 
sometimes we can misinterpret 
the Bible but we still have to 
keep trusting in its truth.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas, 
Texas based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose After a Relationship 
Ends.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda.

Make progress…
not excuses

I want to 
bring some 
thought to you 
from God’s 
Word to estab-
lish the fact 
that the judg-

ment will come in the end. 
My friend, you need to real-
ize that for all your deeds and 
actions, for the very life you 
live, God will bring you into 
judgment one of these days. 
The devil does not want you 
to think about it. Oh, may 
God help me to convey the 
message so that you can see 
that the devil has caused 
you to become drunk on the 
spirit of this old world, sinner 
friend; therefore, you cannot 
really think as you ought to 
think.

Many people are caught 
up in the spirit of this age. 
The devil cannot wait to 
lure away precious young 
souls who have been brought 
up in Sunday School and in 
good Christian homes. The 
devil has so many things that 
he uses to get hold of them. 
He will put the facts of the 

world before them, and he 
will entice them to seek af-
ter everything but the things 
of God. So quickly, he takes 
an innocent life and blackens 
it with the things of this old 
world. He uses drugs and al-
cohol and many other things 
to mark that life and that in-
nocent looking face.

Dear one, the devil is just 
waiting to mark your life and 
ruin your character. He is 
waiting just around the cor-
ner. Oh, may God help you to 
consider this fact. The devil 
will tie you up and cause you 
to get wrapped up in every-
thing but the things of God. 
He wants to tie up your mind. 

The devil does not want 
you to give your attention 
to God’s Word and heed the 
message. He does not want 
you to really think seriously 
and get sober in your mind so 
that you might be able to con-
sider your ways and see what 
is ahead of you.

We read in 2 Corinthians 
5:10 these words from the 
Apostle Paul, “For we must 
all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ; that every 
one may receive the things 

done in his body, according 
that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad.” Hebrews 
9:27 reads, “And as it is ap-
pointed unto men one to die, 
but after this the judgment.” 
The Lord shed His blood at 
Calvary. He has already done 
a perfect work so that every 
previous soul on the face of 
the earth could be saved, but 
they are not saved because 
they have turned away from 
God and turned to their own 
ways. The enemy has them 
drunk on the spirit of this 
old world, and they are go-
ing headlong down the road 
of time, heading for eternal 
judgment.

Ecclesiastes 11:9 says, 
“Rejoice, O young men, in 
thy youth; and let thy heart 
cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth, and walk in the ways 
of thine heart, and in the sight 
of thine eyes: but know thou, 
that for all these things God 
will bring thee into judg-
ment.” My friend, the devil 
has men and women bound 
in the clutches of sin. He 
has them shackled, and only 
the power of God can break 
those shackles and unloosen 

the chains. God alone is able 
to open the prison door and 
let you go free, but the devil 
does not want to let you go 
free. Unless you cry out to 
Him for mercy and let the 
Spirit of God work in your 
heart and life, He will not be 
able to open the prison door 
for you. There is power in 
the blood of Jesus. He wants 
to save you, and He will save 
you right now if you will cry 
out to Him for mercy. You do 
not have to wait. He is pass-
ing by. You can read in Mark 
10:47 that when the blind 
man cried out and said, “Je-
sus, thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me,” Jesus stopped 
the procession and healed his 
blind eyes. He wants to heal 
your soul, my friend and give 
you this precious life-giving 
substance that will set you 
free.

Next week, Part III–Choos-
ing your Destiny”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

Choosing your destiny

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”
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Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist



“The equity gap is 
calculated not just 
on the basis of what 
the black female 
corporate lawyer 
makes, compared 
with her counterpart 

within the fi rm, but it looks at the 
median average salary. What is re-
ally bringing that wage gap down 
are the women on the low end. 
Black women are underrepresented 
in corporate and professional roles 
– what is it, 8 percent of us in cor-
porate sector jobs? 2 percent in 
leadership positions? – despite the 
fact that we are the most educated 
group as a segment of the popula-
tion.

“Where are we showing up main-
ly? In low-wage jobs. We make up 
40 percent of health aides in Amer-
ica. You know what the average 
wage is for health aides? $21,000. 
We’re not even hitting the federal 
poverty level.” – Jennifer Jones 

Austin, chief executive offi cer and 
executive director of the Federation 
of Protestant Welfare Agencies

This week, the National Urban 
League hosted the New York State 
Council on Women and Girls for a 
panel discussion on Black Women’s 
Pay Equity Day, featuring a distin-
guished group of women leaders 
led by Essence President Michelle 
Ebanks.

The civil rights icon Hazel N. 
Dukes, president of the NAACP 
New York State Conference and 
member of the NAACP National 
Board of Directors, told of her 
years as a single mother working 
two jobs to make ends meet.

“It’s not easy to be a black wom-
an,” she said. “But being an only 
child, and being a daddy’s girl, I 
was born to be a hell-raiser.”

August 7 was Black Women’s 
Pay Day – the day that represents 
how long women have to work in 
2017 and 2018 to catch up to what 
white men made in 2017 alone. On 
average, black women have had to 
work more than 19 months to make 

what white men made in 12. And 
this year, Black Women’s Pay Day 
was even later than it was last year 
– July 31.

According to the Economic Pol-
icy Institute, despite the myth that 
education would narrow the wage 
gap, black women make less than 
men at every level of education, 
even when working the same jobs 
as men.

While black women with a high 
school education or less made 57.5 
cents for every dollar made by a 
man of similar education in 2016, 
the pay gap among those with ad-
vanced degrees was only about two 
cents less – 59.6 cents on the dollar.

In response to the pay gap, Es-
sence has launched the social media 
hashtag #AskYourWorth, urging 
women to demand equal pay.

One of the panel members, 
Blondel Pinnock, senior vice presi-
dent, chief lending offi cer, Carver 
Federal Savings Bank, drew cheers 
when she outlined the way she 
asked for her worth:

“I kept copious amounts of notes 

of everything that I was doing – ev-
ery loan that I closed and the money 
that I made from the fees for those 
closed loans,” she said. “So when 
it was time for my performance 
review, I laid out everything that I 
had done. Here are all the transac-
tions I have closed and here’s how 
much money I have made for this 
institution. And I got a raise.”

In addition to Ebanks, Dukes 
and Pinnock, other members of the 
panel were Jennifer Jones Austin, 
executive director, Federation of 
Protestant Welfare Agencies; Lola 
Brabham, acting commissioner, 
NYS Department of Civil Service; 
Janella Hinds, vice president for 
Academic High Schools, UFT and 
secretary-treasurer, NYC Central 
Labor Council; and Farah Tanis, 
executive director, Black Women’s 
Blueprint.

“What a fantastic reminder of 
our culture: Black women support-
ing black women supporting black 
women,” Ebanks said. “That’s how 
we got here, that’s how we stay 
here, that’s how we go further.”

I wake up in the morning lis-
tening to the craziness in the 
White House or one of the agen-
cies in this administration or 
some weird activity over on Cap-
itol Hill. I only write articles for 
publication once each week, but 

I truly feel sorry for the press who are charged 
with analyzing, writing and talking about the 
madness we are witnessing daily. We have a 
press experiencing more than anything anyone 
should have to bear everyday they get up and 
go to work.

For a year and a half, not counting the cam-
paign, we’ve had to listen to thousands of lies 
from #45. I won’t go into the ones from his 
staff, agency heads and loyal friends; but they, 
too, are numerous. At the same time, parents 
and teachers are expected to teach young peo-
ple to tell the truth.

This is not getting any better. As we’re com-
ing up to the mid-term elections, there seems to 
be a race among too many Republicans to see 
who can do the vilest thing and tell the biggest 
lie. I wonder if they have any time left over to 
work for the people who elected them. We al-
ready know they do not represent those who did 
not vote for them.

Something about which to shake your head 
happens every day that becomes public. One 
would think that what those same people say 
and do in private couldn’t be worse, but we’ve 
learned it can. A few days ago, Rep. Devin 
Nunes, (chairman of the House Intelligence 
Committee) was heard talking behind closed 
doors, and anything we’ve heard him say in 
public pales over what he said behind closed 
doors at a fundraising activity for Rep. Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers (another leader of the Re-
publican Party who serves as House Republi-
can Caucus chair).

In essence, Rep. Nunes let us know the real 
reason the Republicans must win the mid-term 
elections in November. Presumably they must 
win at all costs. He said if A.G. Jeff Sessions 
won’t un-recuse himself and Mueller won’t 
clear the president, then Republicans must re-
main in control. He suggested not impeaching 
Deputy A.G. Rod Rosenstein who is in charge 
of the Mueller investigation, even though he 
thinks Rosenstein should be impeached, the 
Republicans would have to drop everything – 
so it’s just a matter of time that’s preventing 
them from impeaching Rosenstein. Just a few 
weeks ago the notion of impeaching Rosen-
stein was just an idea of fringe members, but 
it wasn’t going anywhere. Now, we hear from 
Nunes that to impeach him would imperil their 
ability to confi rm Kavanaugh to the Supreme 
Court – a nomination they stole from President 
Barack Obama’s right to nominate a judge be-
fore his term was up.

McMorris Rodgers and Nunes seemed to 
agree they intend to impeach Rosenstein, but 
just not until after mid-term elections. At that 
time they expect to still be in control of the 
House and the Senate, as well as the Supreme 
Court. #45 would then be safe no matter what 
he does to wreck our nation.

Add to that, we have just learned that the fi rst 
Congressman to endorse #45 – Chris Collins 
(R), the purported richest man in Congress – 
was just arrested for insider trading.

Rudy Giuliani just said his client, #45, can’t 
talk with Mueller’s team because he might 
perjure himself. That can be done only if he 
lies. From his past record with the truth, Rudy 
should know – but isn’t it a shame the president 
can’t be trusted to tell the truth.

When will all of this end? How much more 
do we have to endure before this whole bunch 
of liars are sent home!

E. Faye Williams is president of the National 
Congress of Black Women, Inc. – www.nation-
alcongressbw.org). She is host of WPFW-89.3 
FM’s show Wake Up and Stay Woke.
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#AskYourWorth: 

The black women’s pay 
equity gap is growing 

Just over four 
years ago, August 
9, 2014, 18-year-old 
Michael Brown was 
murdered by police 
offi cer Darren Wil-
son. He was shot 
six times, and might 

have survived some of the shots, but 
was fatally wounded by a bullet in 
the head.

Wilson claimed he shot in self-
defense, but Brown was unarmed.  
Prosecutor Bob McCulloch took his 
time convening a grand jury and an-
nounced in November, three months 
after Brown’s murder, that the grand 
jury voted not to indict Wilson.

Critics say that McCullough ma-
nipulated the grand jury process to 
protect Wilson.

But now he has his come up-
pance.  The 27-year prosecutor was 
defeated by Wesley Bell, an Afri-
can-American attorney and member 
of the Ferguson City Council. Bell 
seems quite the opposite of the ra-
cially biased McCullough, a prose-
cutor who incarcerated poor African 
Americans for minor offenses. Mc-
Cullough and the Ferguson police 
department were cited by the De-
partment of Justice for unfair prac-
tices and for using substantial traffi c 
fi nes as revenue generators for the 
city.

Had Bell been county prosecutor, 

it is likely that Wilson would have 
been held accountable in the murder 
of Brown.

Bell was endorsed by the Real 
Justice PAC (https://realjusticepac.
org), an exciting new political ac-
tion committee whose purpose is to 
“elect prosecutors who will fi x our 
broken criminal justice system.”

It’s a great approach given that 
“prosecutorial discretion” often de-
termines who will be charged and 
for what offenses. Prosecutors are 
the ones who decide whether to 
charge someone with a crime or con-
vene a grand jury. They also choose 
how much bail to ask for, often pres-
suring indigent defendants into plea 
deals or holding them in jail for long 
periods of time if they cannot post 
bond.

The Real Justice PAC website lists 

nine endorsements for this election 
cycle. Two, Bell and Contra Costa 
District Attorney Diana Becton, 
won their elections. Two, Boston at-
torney Rachel Rollins and San An-
tonio’s Joe Gonzales, face elections 
later this year.

The other fi ve lost their races but 
were able to make essential points 
about criminal justice reform dur-
ing their elections. Their opponents 
were all incumbents who will, per-
haps, be motivated by their challeng-
ers to make changes in the ways they 
administer the law. This bottom-up 
approach to criminal justice reform, 
focusing on prosecutors who have a 
fair approach to “law and order,” is a 
logical outgrowth of the Black Lives 
Matter protests that have followed 
police killings of black men.

The legacy of the deaths of Tray-
von Martin and Michael Brown has 
been a focus on police account-
ability.  After Brown was killed, 
President Obama made $75 million 
available for local police depart-
ments to purchase body cameras, 
increasing police accountability in 
some instances (although some of-
fi cers conveniently do not wear their 
cameras).

Having lost the Democratic pri-
mary for St. Louis County Pros-
ecutor, Bob McCullough still has 
a few months left to serve in his 
term.  Hopefully, he will be chas-
tened enough by his loss to curtail 
his oppressive manner of enforcing 

the law. Indeed, activists will need 
to pay attention to these last days of 
McCullough’s reign. While he has 
the potential to continue to damage 
the lives of many individuals, his 
loss is sweet revenge.

Bell, who has no Republican op-
ponent for November’s race, has the 
opportunity to model what criminal 
justice can look like when a progres-
sive leader is making prosecution 
decisions. Perhaps Bell’s win will 
encourage the Real Justice PAC to 
seek out candidates in other cities 
– their work, so far, has focused on 
California, Texas and the St. Louis 
race.

People of color in many urban ar-
eas, however, face injustice when bi-
ased prosecutors act on their biases 
with their “prosecutorial discretion.”    
Police offi cers, too, use their preju-
dices to decide when to charge and 
when not to. Unconscious bias is a 
benign word for racism, and it is rife 
in the criminal justice system. Elect-
ing better prosecutors is a fi rst step 
toward reversing some of this, so I 
applaud the work of the Real Justice 
PAC. But there is so much more that 
must be done before we experience 
equal justice.

Julianne Malveaux is an author 
and economist. Her latest book “Are 
We Better Off? Race, Obama and 
Public Policy” is available via www.
amazon.com for booking, wholesale 
inquiries or for more info visit www.
juliannemalveaux.com

Sweet Revenge: 

The decline and fall 
of Bob Mcculloch

By E. Faye Williams
Trice Edney Newswire

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

Mcculloch

 By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League
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The Institutions of Higher Learn-
ing was recognized recently as one 
of the state’s healthiest workplaces 
for its efforts to provide information 
and programs to help its employ-
ees and their families lead healthier 
lives, while also creating a healthy 
environment in which to work.

The 2018 Mississippi’s Healthi-
est Workplace Awards recognize the 
top employers across the state who 
show excellence in providing health 
and wellness programs and healthy 
workplace environments for its 
employees. IHL received the third-
place award in the public category.

A collaboration of the Missis-
sippi Business Journal, the Missis-
sippi Business Group on Health and 
the Mississippi State Department of 
Health, the awards recognize em-
ployers who practice evidence-based 
comprehensive health management 
programs. These employers use best 
practices to improve health out-
comes and improve the quality of 
life for their staff members.

In 2011, the Institutions of High-
er Learning established a Worksite 
Wellness Committee (WWC), com-
prised of employee volunteers, that 
leads the wellness activities, guided 
by an annual strategic plan devel-
oped by the committee. The WWC 
is comprised of eight members who 
represent various universities, orga-
nizations and agencies housed with-

in the Education Research Center 
Complex.

The strategic plan focuses on 
goals, objectives and strategies to 
provide a safe and healthy environ-
ment to promote lifelong wellness 
of employees. Some of the activi-
ties include maintaining a Worksite 
Wellness webpage, hosting lunch 
and learn sessions, holding monthly 
blood pressure screenings and hold-
ing an annual health fair for employ-
ees.

Another strategic partnership 
was developed with the Mississippi 
Community College Foundation and 
the Mississippi Community Col-
lege Board regarding their “Com-
munity Challenge for Change” (C3) 
initiative. This initiative, which was 
funded through a grant from Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi 
Foundation, was established to pro-
mote health education to participants 
and engage employees in a variety of 
physical activities. As part of the ini-
tiative, the C3 Wellness Center was 
established to allow more than 500 
employees located within the Educa-
tion Research Center Complex ac-
cess to a fi tness facility to improve 
overall health.

Director of Nursing Programs 
Janette McCrory, co-chair of the 
Worksite Wellness Committee, ac-
cepted the plaque on behalf of IHL 
at the awards luncheon held recently 
in Jackson.

More and more millennials are 
becoming members of healthcare 
sharing ministries, and in fact, these 
18- to 35-year-old Americans make 
up about a fi fth of the household 
members of Samaritan Ministries 
International (samaritanministries.
org), one of the leading health care 
sharing ministries in America.

Nearly 17,000 of the households 
that make up Samaritan’s 78,000-
plus total households (or more than a 
quarter of a million individual mem-
bers) are headed by millennials. And 
the number is growing. Since Janu-
ary 2017, about 28 percent of house-
holds that have joined Samaritan are 
headed by millennials.

“Some millennial-aged members 
of Samaritan Ministries were born 
into health care sharing,” said An-
thony Hopp, vice president of exter-
nal relations for Samaritan Minis-
tries. “It was a decision their parents 
made perhaps when they were chil-
dren, and now many millennials are 
also choosing this affordable, God-
honoring method of healthcare for 
themselves.”

Millennial members say they 
chose Samaritan Ministries because 
of cost savings, the alignment with 
their beliefs and values, the ease and 
lack of stress and feeling connected 
to a body of believers.

“I love that we get to be a part of 

a ministry of helping other believ-
ers and sharing in their burdens with 
them,” said Derah from Illinois. 
“And I love getting the opportunity 
to trust and rely on God through this 
unconventional means of health-
care.”

Likewise, Lauren from South 
Carolina said her fi rst year as a Sa-
maritan member has been “very 
positive.”

“Even though I haven’t had to share 
any health needs so far, it’s been a 
privilege and joy to share in meeting 
the needs of other brothers and sisters 
in Christ.” Lauren said. “This, to me, 
is much more special than mailing off 
an insurance check to a large corpora-
tion every month. With Samaritan, I 
get to participate in prayer and hear 
what God is doing.”

Each month, Samaritan’s grow-
ing Biblical community shares ap-
proximately $27 million in medical 
needs person-to-person. In fact, from 
2007 through 2017, Samaritan Min-
istries members shared $1.2 billion 
in healthcare needs. Yet the monthly 
share has never exceeded $495 for a 
family of any size and is even less 
for two-person and single-person 
households. Samaritan members 
also pray and send notes and cards 
of encouragement along with their 
fi nancial shares, through this effec-
tive, affordable and God-honoring 
ministry.

When Hurricane Katrina 
slammed the Gulf Coast in 
2005, Mississippi emergency 
responders had no idea of 
the challenges they would 
face to deliver medical care, 
and no idea how challenging 
it would be to do something 
we all take for granted: talk to 
each other.

Lessons learned from that 
record disaster galvanized ef-
forts to create the state’s fi rst 
comprehensive emergency 
medical response system. 
That network includes the 
Mississippi Center for Emer-
gency Services, or MCES. 
The center was established 
in 2014 by the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center 
to expand Mississippi’s abil-
ity to maintain medical com-
munications for disaster and 
emergency preparedness and 
response.

A new brick-and-metal 
home for MCES will place all 
of its services under one roof, 
allowing better coordination 
between the state’s emer-
gency response agencies and 
quicker deployment of medi-
cal care to sites of disasters 
or emergencies. The Medical 
Center broke ground recently 
on the state-of-the-art facility 
that also will encompass the 
Mississippi Integrated Public 
Safety Communications Cen-
ter.

U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker 
and former U.S. Sen. Thad 
Cochran led the effort to 
shepherd almost $20 million 
in federal grant funding to 
build a home for MCES and 
outfi t it with the latest tech-
nology. Construction is set to 
begin this fall and is estimat-
ed at 18 months.

“Right now, we are spread 
out across campus, and our 
campus is the size of a small 
city. This will get us all back 
in the same area to improve 
effi ciency and work fl ow, and 
to better manage our proj-
ects,” said Dr. Damon Darsey, 
associate professor of emer-
gency medicine and MCES 
medical director, during the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
held on the northeast corner 
of UMMC’s campus, near 
where the Center will be built.

“This is a dream come 
true for many of us,” he said. 
“We’ve been talking about 
this for many years, and now 
we’re physically able to do 
it.”

“This facility is a game-
changer that will put us ahead 
of the rest of the nation in 
showing what can be done 
in a rural state like Missis-
sippi to respond to emergen-
cies and save lives,” Wicker 
said. “I salute Sen. Cochran 
and Gov. Barbour for being 
my teammates on this effort, 
and I am proud of the team of 
professionals on my staff and 
at UMMC.”

Partners in the grant award-
ed by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s National Tech-
nical Information Service are 
the offi ce of Gov. Phil Bryant, 
the Mississippi Wireless In-
formation Network, MSWIN 
for short, and the Mississippi 
Department of Information 
Technology Services.

“Public safety has always 
been my number one prior-
ity, and this new facility for 
MCES will give our fi rst re-
sponders better coordination 
and quicker response times 
to disasters,” Bryant said in a 
statement.

“Due to the hard work of 
Sen. Roger Wicker, former 
Sen. Thad Cochran and oth-

ers, the new home for MCES 
will become a reality. This is 
a great day for the University 
of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter and the people of Missis-
sippi.”

The single-story, 20,000 
square foot building will 
house Mississippi MED-
COM, the 24-hour com-
munications center that co-
ordinates patient care and 
transport with emergency 
response agencies, hospitals 
and fi rst responders state-
wide. MED-COM now oper-
ates out of cramped quarters 
near UMMC’s Adult Emer-
gency Department.

The facility will be a user-
friendly base of operations 
for projects that will advance 
the state’s medical response 
and emergency critical care 
capabilities. It will include a 
10,000 square-foot training 
and simulation area for emer-
gency responders. Among the 
scenarios: Replicating limita-
tions to broadband connec-
tions in the state’s rural cor-
ners so that fi rst responders 
can brainstorm how to com-
municate around it.

And, it will bring together 
emergency transport teams, 
their vast deployable gear and 
administrative support under 
one roof.

In coordination with emer-
gency response agencies and 
partners statewide, “We stand 
ready for the next disaster, if it 
occurs,” Dr. LouAnn Wood-
ward, UMMC vice chancellor 
for health affairs and dean of 
the School of Medicine, said 
during the event. “We’re in a 
very different place now than 
we were (when Katrina hit) 
August 23, 2005.”

Under former Gov. Haley 
Barbour’s leadership, the 
state of Mississippi in 2010 
won a $73 million Broadband 
Technology Opportunity Pro-
gram federal award to de-
velop a state-of-the-art public 

safety communications and 
pre-hospital medical commu-
nications system. That grant 
was put on hold in 2014 in ef-
forts not to duplicate a federal 
program deploying similar 
technology.

Instead, Mississippi in 
2016 was approved to move 
forward with a modifi ed 
version of the grant. That 
modifi cation allowed for the 
expansion of MSWIN, devel-
opment of a Mobile Tele-As-
sist System and construction 
of the Mississippi Integrated 
Public Safety Communica-
tions Center at UMMC.

The MSWIN expansion 
includes enhanced data-
carrying capabilities and the 
opportunity for research and 
development on the use, train-
ing and policy development 
around mobile telemedicine.

In a disaster, Darsey said, 
“people don’t always under-
stand the power of talking 
to each other. Many people 
don’t understand the power 
of a black box, but it is instru-
mental to everything we do.”

UMMC Chief Adminis-
trative Offi cer Dr. Jonathan 
Wilson and Dr. Alan Jones, 
professor and chair of the 
Department of Emergency 
Medicine, are MCES’ admin-
istrative leaders. An emergen-
cy department nurse in 2005, 
Wilson was among eight 
UMMC staffers deployed in 
the wake of Katrina to assess 
damages at Hancock County 
Medical Center.

Their mission quickly 
changed to one of medical 
response as they gave desper-
ately needed help to hospital 
staff, treating the wounded 
and preparing patients for 
transport.

“We’ve taken those lessons 
and applied them to construc-
tion of this building. Every-
thing is designed to support 
all of the needs of the medical 
community and emergency 

services,” Wilson said prior 
to the ceremony. “This build-
ing gives us the ability to ad-
vance that learning process to 
improve patient care, not just 
during a disaster, but every 
day.”

The facility will provide a 
second campus helipad for 
UMMC’s AirCare, the state’s 
most advanced medical he-
licopter transport. AirCare 
will still land on the roof of 
UMMC’s critical care hos-
pital to deliver patients for 
treatment, but will be staffed 
and deployed from MCES.

“We can pull the helicop-
ters inside the building for 
use in our simulation train-
ing,” Darsey said. “The new 
space will protect our assets 
from inclement weather.”

UMMC can cross-train 
fi rst responders by bringing 
to MCES aircraft from part-
nering emergency response 
agencies, such as the Missis-
sippi National Guard or the 
state Department of Public 
Safety. That could include 
U.S. Army Lakota helicopters 
and National Guard Black-
hawk rescue helicopters. 
“We want what we do to be 
aligned with what they do,” 
Wilson said.

The facility refl ects the 
three missions of the Medical 
Center, Wilson said. “It has a 
component around education 
and training, a section that’s 
about clinical care in disasters 
and everyday emergencies, 
and the infrastructure to do 
research.

“This building is another 
example of the recipe for 
success that we see here at 
the Medical Center,” he said. 
“We take highly trained and 
educated personnel and give 
them access to advanced 
technology and equipment, 
and that really benefi ts patient 
care. We can apply that same 
recipe to future technology 
and training.”

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Wellness initiatives 
recognized with 

state award

Millennials on board
with healthcare sharing

New home for Mississippi 
Center for Emergency Services 
will enhance disaster response

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Taking part in the groundbreaking for the new Mississippi Center for Emergency Services building 
are, from left, Doris Whitaker, director of chaplain services; Dr. Alan Jones, professor and chair of the 
Department of Emergency Medicine; Dr. Damon Darsey, associate professor of emergency medicine 
and MCES medical director; former Gov. Haley Barbour; Dr. LouAnn Woodward, vice chancellor for 
health affairs; U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker; U.S. Rep. Gregg Harper; Aimee Meacham, chief of external 
affairs for BroadbandUSA; IHL Commissioner Dr. Al Rankins; and Dr. Jonathan Wilson, UMMC chief 
administrative offi cer.

Wicker and Kristy Simms of UMMC Government Affairs learn 
about a specialized intensive care isolette from transport nurse 
practitioner Casey Hall, left, and transport registered nurse April 
Davidson, right. The Mississippi Center for Emergency Services’ 
deployable vehicles includes critical care transport for newborns.

Worksite Wellness Committee members (front row, l-r) Janette McCrory, co-chair; 
Bridget Breithaupt, chair; Clotee Lewis (back row, l-r) Gloria Miller, Christina Rush-
ing, Holly Johnson and Sharon Scott, plan health and wellness activities through-
out the year. They earned third place in the public category of the 2018 Mississippi’s 
Healthiest Workplace Awards.

Darsey explains the center’s mission 
during groundbreaking ceremonies.

Concept



CLASSIFIED

Garrett 
Enterprises 

Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent
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PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Jackson is accepting Contractor Applications for all City of Jackson funded Housing Rehabili-
tation and Lead Hazard Control Programs, until 5:00 PM, CDT on Monday, August 20, 2018 in the Offi ce 
of Housing and Community Development, 218 South President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, MS, 39201.

Applications are available in the Offi ce of Housing and Community Development, located at 218 S. 
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, MS  39201, and on the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov. 
The application must be fi lled out in its entirety and all required documentation must be attached at the 
time of application submission. The City of Jackson reserves the right to approve and terminate contrac-
tors for all Housing Rehabilitation and Lead Hazard Control Programs at any time.

Questions should be directed to:
Valerie Tucker, 601-960-4238 or email vtucker@city.jackson.ms.us
Mary Manogin, 601-960-1861 or email mmanogin@jacksonms.gov

7/26/2018, 8/16/2018 



AIRLINES ARE HIRING -  Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-
367-2510.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350  procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress.
Ad# 6118
FREE MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
QUOTES!  Top providers.  Excellent cov-
erage.  Call for a no obligation quote to
see how much you can save.  Toll free:
855-400-8352

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Get Your
Diabetic Testing Supplies at Little to No
Cost and Have Them Delivered Right to
Your Door. Shipping is FREE! We accept
most insurance and Medicare Part D. Call
Now! 877-581-6495
DO YOU USE A CPAP MACHINE for
sleep apnea? Get your FDA approved
CPAP machine and supplies at little or no
cost! Free sleep supplement and sleep
guide included! Call 855-234-0202!
(Mon-Fri)

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients that suffer with pain
may qualify for a low or no cost knee or
back brace.  Call 877-863-6359
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit: 888-964-0893
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE. Over 150
Channels. ONLY $35/month (for 12
mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa
Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions
apply) CALL 1- 855-978-3110.
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Call  1-877-628-3143

OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner's Relief Line now for Help! 1-
866-833-1513

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-877-224-1236
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can't reach a phone! FREE
Brochure. CALL 877-824-5591

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

I n s u r a n c e

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

F o r  S a l e

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

Week of August 12, 2018

Wise Peeps
Advertise
Statewide!
STATEWIDE RATES:

Up to 25 words.....$210
1 col. x 2 inch.......$525
1 col. x 3 inch.......$785
1 col. x 4 inch.....$1050

******
Nationwide Placement

Available
******

Digital Advertising 
Available starting at

$699 statewide.
******

Call Sue at
MS Press Services

601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortifi cation and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Business
Is

RUFF!
You need advertising
solutions that deliver!

•Discounted Regional 
or Statewide Newspaper 
Ads

•Customized Newspaper 
Ad Placement Service

• Digital Ad Services

Newspapers deliver the strongest audience:  an audience that al-
ways includes the most powerful consumers, the most educated
citizens, and the most involved business and government leaders.

Regional Newspaper Print Ad Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900

2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350
3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100

Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Business
Is

RUFF!
You need advertising
solutions that deliver!

•Discounted Regional 
or Statewide Newspaper 
Ads

•Customized Newspaper 
Ad Placement Service

• Digital Ad Services

Newspapers deliver the strongest audience:  an audience that al-
ways includes the most powerful consumers, the most educated
citizens, and the most involved business and government leaders.

Regional Newspaper Print Ad Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900

2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350
3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100

Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR A
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM FOR 

AUDITING SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

PROJECT NO. 8100-010-18
AUGUST 1, 2018

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals 
(“Proposal”) for a  Certifi ed Public Accounting Firm to conduct fi nancial 
audits of  the JMAA fi nancial statements, audits of fi xed assets, assist the 
DBE Program Offi ce with personal net worth reviews of applicants for  DBE 
certifi cation, and provide consulting services on an as-needed basis.

JMAA will receive Proposals at the offi ces of JMAA, Suite 300, Main Termi-
nal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 Inter-
national Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. Central Standard 
Time on August 30, 2018 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request 
for Proposals (“RFP”) is on fi le and open for public inspection at the offi ces 
of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, 
General Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respon-
dents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of 
the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Robin Byrd, 
JMAA’s Procurement Manager, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Offi ce Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com

or from JMAA’s website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/pro-
curement/

Based on the Proposals received, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) 
Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. 
JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked fi rst on the list. If 
such negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfac-
tory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject 
the fi rst-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other 
Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and 
enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA will not hold a pre-submission conference for this project. JMAA 
reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any time 
before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA to 
perform the Services.
 
JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 35% for the Services 
solicited by this RFP.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

8/9/2018, 08/16/2018

LEGAL

Abandoned Vehicle

1993 Honda Accord - Black
VIN #1HGCB7698PA144763
Ben Williams purchased tag from 150 Langford Drive on 9/24/11 at 10 a.m.

8/9/18, 8/16/18, 08/23/18
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PHOTOS BY ANITA YOUNG

2018 Mu Sigma 
Image Awards 

MS e-Center @JSU  •  August 10, 2018  •  Jackson, MS
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Thank you 
citizens of 
Jackson for 
passing the 
JPS bond 
referendum

On behalf of the Jackson 
Public School District Board of 
Trustees, students, faculty, and 
staff, I would like to thank the 
Citizens of Jackson for voting 
to approve the $65 million 
bond referendum on August 
7th.  Because of your support, we will soon be able to issue general obligation 
bonds to repair and upgrade aging schools and facilities across the District. 
As a result of the bond’s passage, every school will be positively impacted 
by the projects to take place at each of the District’s 54 school sites.  This 
investment will allow us to address infrastructure needs cited by the Mississippi 
Department of Education, make safety improvements at Newell Field, and 
create quality learning spaces such as science labs and libraries in all of the 
District’s middle schools and high schools.

In addition to voters, we are also incredibly grateful to the Bond Committee 
Co-Chairs Dr. Fran Bridges, Brad Pigott, and Leroy Walker and Campaign 
Manager Tyrone Hendrix.  We appreciate the support of our state and 
municipal elected offi cials who attended and hosted Town Halls to engage all 
of Jackson in this important work.  We recognize and appreciate the invaluable 
support of Congressman Bennie Thompson, Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, the 
Jackson City Council, and the Jackson Council PTA/PTSA.   We also want to 
express our deep appreciation to everyone who worked alongside the Bond 
Committee to inform and inspire friends and neighbors throughout this process.  
Our clergy and faith communities, the Metro Jackson business community, 
#OurJPS, and several nonprofi t organizations across the city were instrumental 
in passage of the bond.  We also appreciate Interim Superintendent Dr. 
Freddrick Murray and his administration for providing leadership and the 
information required for voters to understand the urgency of the bond vote.   
The Board currently is developing a process to identify the individuals who 
will participate on the Citizen Oversight Committee established to ensure 
transparency and accountability regarding the use of these funds entrusted 
to us by Jackson voters.  We welcome Jackson citizens to remain engaged 
with the District throughout the school year.  Your commitment to our schools 
is essential to prepare our students to succeed now and in the future. Let’s 
continue to build stronger schools together for all of our children.  

Sincerely,
Dr. Jeanne Middleton Hairston, Board President
Jackson Public Schools
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COURTESY PHOTOS

One Moment in Time
A Celebration for Glenda Glover, International President AKA

Hilton Jackson / Jackson Convention Complex  •  August 3 - 4, 2018
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update
HCSD Elementary Schools off to a Great Start - Teaching to the E4 Beat!

Engaging-Empowering-Ensuring-Excellence

Gary Road Intermediate School Utica Elementary School

Gary Road Elementary School

Bolton/Edwards Elementary School

Raymond Elementary School

The Metro-Jackson Alcorn 
Alumni Chapter, Inc., has select-
ed the honorees for its inaugural 
class of Leading Alcornites Under 
50. An awards celebration will be 
held Saturday, August 25, 2018 
at the Fairview Inn, 734 Fairview 
Street, Jackson, MS 39202.

This event will be two-fold: 1) 
to recognize Leading Alcornites 
Under 50 who have made great 
strides in their career, community 
and who have encouraged others 
to attend our prestigious univer-
sity; and 2) to raise funds to pro-
vide scholarships for deserving 
students at Alcorn State Univer-
sity.

A cocktail hour will begin at 
6 p.m. and the awards presenta-
tion at 7 p.m. Tickets to the event 
are $50 each. Proceeds will go to 
support student scholarships at 
Alcorn State University.

The following Alcornites will 
be honored:

Lakesha Minor Batty, Vicks-
burg, MS, assistant principal, 
Warren Central Intermediate 
School, 1999, B.S., Biology 
Health Science, 2000, M.S. Sec-
ondary Education - Biology

Larry J. Goodin, New York, 
NY, Certifi ed Life & Leadership 
Coach/adjunct professor, Fair-
leigh Dickinson University, 2005, 
B.S., Advance Technology, Adri-
an Hall, Vicksburg, MS, Forensic 
Scientist, Mississippi Forensics 
Laboratory, 1995, B.S., Biology

Pelicia E. Hall, Madison, MS 
Commissioner – Mississippi De-

partment of Corrections 1997, 
B.A., Political Science

Adrian Hammitte, Natchez, 
MS, director of Student Assess-
ment, Jefferson County School 
District, CEO/consultant, Pre-
mier Minds Educational Group, 
LLC, 2008, B.S., Psychology, 
2010, M.S., Education – School 
Counseling

Sylvester J. Harris Jr., At-
lanta, GA, president & CEO, S.J. 
Harris & Company, Inc., 1993, 
B.S., Industrial Technology

Kim Hooper, Blacklick, OH, 
Market Asset Protection senior 
manager, Wal-mart Stores, Inc., 
2000, B.S., Business Administra-
tion, 1999-2000 Student Govern-
ment Association president

Tantaneshia Houston, Pearl, 
MS, assistant principal, Jackson 
Public Schools, Sykes Elemen-
tary School, 2002, B.S., Elemen-
tary Education, 2003, M.S. El-
ementary Education

Alisha Johnson-Thomas, 
Jackson, MS, Senior Quality 
Assurance Auditor, Entergy Ser-
vices, Inc., 1991, B.S., Chemistry

Justin J. Mathis, Frankfort, 
KY, President/CEO, Mathis 
Foundation, 2011, B.A., Elemen-
tary Education, 2015, M.Ed., Ed-

ucation
Sebrina Palmer, Jackson, MS, 

Lead School Improvement coach, 
MS Department of Education/
University of MS, 1997-1998 
Miss Alcorn State University, 
1999, B.S., Elementary Educa-
tion

Brigitta Strutchen, Jackson, 
MS, nurse practitioner, John M. 
Still Burn Center, 2002, B.S., 
Nursing, 2013, M.S., Nursing

Keith Thompson, Greenwood, 
MS, Owner/CEO/Agent, Keith 
Thompson State Farm Agency, 
1998, B.S., Agriculture Business, 
1999, M.S., Agriculture Econom-
ics

Tameka Winston, Nashville, 
TN, interim associate vice presi-
dent of Sponsored Programs and 
Institutional Advancement and 
Department chair, Department 
of Communications, Tennes-
see State University, 2001, B.A., 
Mass Communications

Jennifer K. Young Wallace, 
Brandon, MS, Accreditation/
Assessment coordinator and as-
sistant professor, Jackson State 
University, 1991, B.S., English 
Journalism.

For more information, email   
mja50under50@yahoo.com.

Metro-Jackson Alcorn Alumni Chapter 
recognizes leading Alcornites under 50

Mississippi Link Newswire
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BEEF  T-BONE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$799

USDA  CHOICE

BEEF  RUMP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$279

WHOLE  OR  HALF

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$129

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BUTTER  ME 
NOT  BISCUITS
10  OZ.  ....................................

 89¢

CRYSTAL  FARMS  AMERICAN  
INDIVIDUALLY   SLICED

CHEESE
16  OZ.  ...................................... 

$299

SELECT

SUNNY  D
PUNCH
64  OZ. ...................................... 

5/$5
ASSORTED

YOPLAIT
GOGURT
16  OZ. ....................................   

3/$5
ASSORTED

HOT
POCKETS
5  PACK,  22.5  OZ. ..........................  

$399

TOTINO'S  

PIZZA  ROLLS
7.5  OZ. .........................................  

4/$5
ASSORTED

TOTINO'S
PIZZAS
9.8 - 10.9   OZ. .................................... 

4/$5

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

FAMILY  PACK  BOTTOM

ROUND
STEAK

PER  LB.

$299

PORK  

BABY  BACK 
RIBS

PER  LB.

$299

BRYAN

JUICY  
JUMBOS

15  OZ.

2/$3

FAMILY  PACK

SIRLOIN  END
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

79¢

BONELESS

BREAST
TENDERS

PER  LB.

$199

SAVE  ON

PEPSI
PRODUCTS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$10

SMITHFIELD  BONELESS

SLICED
QTR.  HAM

PER  LB.

$299

AQUAFINA

DRINKING
WATER

32  CT.  PACK  HALF  LTR.

$399

FAMILY  PACK

BONELESS
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$179

FRESH

BAKING  POTATOES
PER  LB.

79¢
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FRESH  EXPRESS

SELECT
SALADS

9 - 11  OZ.

2/$3

ON  THE  VINE

RED  RIPE
TOMATOES

PER  LB.

99¢




