
Get ready to hear a knock on your door Jackso-
nians; city offi cials will be at your doorstep soon.

In a weekly press briefi ng, Mayor Chokwe 
Antar Lumumba shared his excitement about the 
outreach efforts of the organization One Voice, as 
they soon will engage in a short-term door knock-
ing campaign to garner input from the citizens in 
Jackson about what it will take to transform the 
Jackson Public School District (JPS), a district 
that has been on a decline for several years.

The canvassing project proposed by the Bet-
ter Together Commission has support from com-
munity partners such as the Kellogg Foundation, 
Jackson Public School District and its adminis-
tration.

After JPS faced a possible takeover by the state 
in October 2017 for failure to meet numerous ac-
creditation standards and receiving its second “F” 
in the school system ranking by The Mississippi 
Statewide Accountability System, Lumumba be-
lieved it was necessary to join forces with Gover-
nor Phil Bryant and the Kellogg Foundation and  
as a result, the Better Together Commission was 
formed to help the district return to its passing 
ranks and halt a takeover by the Mississippi De-
partment of Education.

“We believe we owe our children the best. 
We do not feel that we can move forward with 
a transformational school district without engag-
ing the public in every possible way we can,” ex-
pressed the mayor.

With the understanding that not all citizens can 
attend public hearings regarding the new vision 
for JPS, the Better Together Commission decided 
to meet the people of Jackson where they are – in 
their homes.

“If we can’t reach you by attending our public 
hearings, we are going to come to you and knock 
on your door. We want to engage our citizens, so 
we can have a deeper understanding of what the 
needs, goals and aspirations are for our school 
district,” said Lumumba.

Nsombi Lambright, executive director of One 
Voice, encouraged residents to help in the pro-
cess of revitalizing the schools across the met-
ropolitan area by completing a questionnaire. “It 
is critical to be able to talk to families and com-
munity stakeholders about what they want to see 
the Jackson Public School district become,” said 
Lambright.
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With the hope of playing profession-
al basketball in the Women’s National 
Basketball Association (WNBA) 
since childhood, Ayanna Lynn never 
dreamed she would work for a Fortune 
500 company at 24 years old.

Growing up in a poverty-stricken 
environment where economic mobil-
ity and education are the worst in the 
state, Lynn’s hard-working and moti-
vational family made sure they set a 
positive example for her to follow. 

Throughout childhood, she wit-
nessed her grandfather construct 
houses in the Delta as a contractor and 
became inspired to build. Too young 
to assist her grandfather, she assem-
bled puzzle pieces to hone her creativ-
ity skills.

After growing of age, Lynn offi -
cially started preparing for her career; 
little did she know what was in store.

“I started to work for my grandfa-
ther and I would put all of the wood 

together; but, at that point, I was still 
focused on my childhood dreams of 
getting to the WNBA – that was my 
dream,” said Lynn. Having the pas-
sion to give back, the sports enthu-
siast, believed she could only do so 
by playing professional ball, because 
then she would have money and be 
able to do it with ease. However, af-
ter guidance from her grandfather, 
whom she has always looked up to, 
she changed her perspective on phi-
lanthropy work.

Mayor Lumumba delivers annual 
College Hill Men’s Day address

JSU engineeering grad 
Lynn excelling at Nissan

Nissan
Continued on page 3

Jackson Mayor Chokwe Antar Lu-
mumba served as guest speaker at 
College Hill Baptist Church’s annual 
Men’s Day service held on Father’s 
Day. Terrence McEwen presided 
over the 10 a.m. service which was 
held in the church sanctuary.

After being introduced by Men’s 
Day chair Deacon Vincent McGee, 
the mayor said, “The blessing of 
being a father is truly a tremendous 
one.” He said, “As a little boy of 
about 5 or 6 years old, when people 
asked what do you want to be when 
you grow, I would quickly respond 
I want to grow up and be a daddy.” 
The mayor said this is a story his 
mother often repeated to others. He 
said he responded this way because 
he had the unique blessing of living 
in the house of his hero, his father, 
the late Mayor Chokwe Lumumba 
of Jackson, who not only talked the 
talk, but walked the walk.

Fatherhood was a major theme of 
the mayor’s speech which was ex-
temporaneous and personal. Due to 
his schedule he was not able to actu-
ally write a speech, so he spoke from 
his heart, sharing words the Lord 
gave him the moment he stood be-
fore the congregation.

Lumumba focused on matters of 
faith and family and the scriptural 
support for making Jackson into a 
‘radical city that loves people.’ His 
message found a home in the sanctu-
ary where the Men’s Day theme was 

“Christian Men Serving a Just and 
Merciful God.”

He told the roused and responsive 
audience, “Scripture calls on us to be 
a radical city. It says in Isaiah 1 verse 

17, learn to do right, seek justice, de-
fend the oppressed, take up the cause 
of the fatherless, and plead the cause 
of the widow.” Lumumba relied 
heavily on the scripture throughout 

his message. He said that in order 
for a young mayor to lead the city he 

College Hill
Continued on page 3

Lumumba
Continued on page 3
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Jackson mayor 
proudly announces 
door-knocking 
campaign
to transform 
Jackson Public 
Schools

Pastor Michael T. Williams and Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba at Men’s Day service  PHOTO BY JACKIE H. HAMPTON

Nissan of Canton Engineer Ayanna Lynn of Indianola, Miss.

By Cianna Hope Reeves
JSU Student Intern
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Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba announces plan to 
help improve the Jackson Public School District

The journey from the Mississippi 
Delta to an engineer at Nissan
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The Woodward Hines Educa-
tion Foundation (WHEF) has 
elected two new members to 
the board of directors, Haley 
Fisackerly and Camille Scales 
Young. These incoming leaders 
are preceded by Ronald Smith 
who faithfully ended his term 
this spring and served alongside 
founder, the late Jack Wood-
ward who passed away in Feb-
ruary of 2018.

Fisackerly is the president 
and chief executive offi cer of 
Entergy Mississippi, Inc., which 
serves approximately 445,000 
customers in 45 counties state-
wide. He is responsible for 
Entergy Mississippi’s electric 
distribution system, customer 
service, economic development, 
charitable contributions, regula-
tory and public affairs, as well 
as the company’s fi nancial per-
formance.

Fisackerly, a native of Colum-
bus, Mississippi, holds a degree 
in business administration from 
Mississippi State University and 
a master’s degree in public pol-

icy administration from George 
Washington University. Fisack-
erly served for several years on 
the staff of U.S. Senator Thad 
Cochran prior to joining En-
tergy at its Washington, D.C. 
offi ce in 1995.

Fisackerly serves on numer-
ous local and statewide boards, 
including the Mississippi Eco-
nomic Council, Mississippi 
Energy Institute, Bankfi rst Fi-

nancial Services and The Na-
ture Conservancy. He is also the 
chair of the Mississippi Part-
nership for Economic Develop-
ment.

Young brings almost two de-
cades of practice in state and 
federal government affairs to 
Cornerstone’s Jackson, Mis-
sissippi offi ce. Prior to joining 
Cornerstone as the principal 
and director, Young spent 10 

years as a government affairs 
representative with one of the 
state’s leading law fi rms, Wat-
kins Ludlam Winter and Sten-
nis, P.A.

Young is a native of Shan-
non, Mississippi and graduated 
from Mississippi State Univer-
sity. She serves actively with 
the Greater Jackson Chamber 
Partnership Board of Directors, 
the Junior League of Jackson 
Sustainers Board of Directors, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Incorporated and the Mississip-
pi 4-H Foundation. She also was 
honored to serve as president of 
the Mississippi State University 
National Alumni Association in 
2012-13.

In serving on the WHEF 
board, Fisackerly and Young 
will join Board Chair David L. 
Martin, Vice Chair Andrew P. 
Mullins Jr. and the following di-
rectors: Debra Barnes McGee, 
John Hill, Robert E. Leard, IV, 
W. Stan Pratt and Nathan Slater. 

“This has been a pivotal year 
for our foundation as we have 
lost one of our founders, Jack 
Woodward. However, I am truly 
grateful for the impact he’s had 
to drive the movement of phi-
lanthropy for Haley and Camille 
to join our efforts. Together, 
they bring a great deal of knowl-
edge and compassion to govern 
our foundation and move Mis-
sissippi’s postsecondary educa-
tion goals forward,” said WHEF 
President and CEO Jim McHale.

New board members join Woodward 
Hines to continue founder’s legacy

Camille Scales Young Haley Fisackerly

By Cianna Hope Reeves
JSU Student Intern
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must be well versed in scripture. “There should be no such thing as 
the fatherless in Jackson, Mississippi,” he stated.

The mayor said that prior to becoming mayor of the city of Jack-
son, he did not know what the name ‘Jackson’ meant. In his research 
he found Jackson means ‘God has shown favor.’ ‘God has been gra-
cious,’ and therefore we must walk in our namesake. He told the lis-
teners that we must take up the cause of the fatherless if we are going 
to be a radical city, a city that loves on people. He went on to say, 
“being fathers to young men isn’t about being perfect; it’s about ac-
cepting your mistakes and turning away from them. We have to take 
on this challenge of being this radical city prepared to walk in the 
Lord’s destiny.”

Robert Robinson Sr. was honored as Man of the Year. He was in-
troduced by Deacon Louis Wright who said the greatest title you can 
have is that of being a servant. He shared stories relating to Robin-
son’s service to the church regarding property development and to 
the community. His sister, Evelyn Davis, stated Robinson is a dedi-
cated Christian who  reads his Bible daily.

Pastor Williams said, regarding Robinson, “Some men are seen 
because of position and title. God be praised for men like Bro. Rob-
inson, whose work can be felt in the silent deeds they perform.”

United States Circuit Judge James Graves spoke at the College Hill 
Family Life Center Friday evening as part of the much anticipated 
Sunday Men’s Day service. The focus was on ‘Pathways to Success.’ 
He was introduced by U.S. District Judge Carlton Reeves who re-
ferred to Graves as a mentor and a friend.

Graves said he was tempted to simply say ‘there is no path to suc-
cess’ and sit down. However he offered two definitions of success: 
“Keeping the mind awake and the desire asleep,” referencing Ro-
mans 7: 21-25 and “Success is knowing how to wait,” from Psalm 
37: 7, which reads, ‘Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for him ...” 
He recalled law clerking in a tiny office at the age of 30 and feeling 
like a failure before becoming a judge.

The weekend celebration also included a picnic Saturday and a 
combined Sunday School class, to include breakfast, Sunday morn-
ing. Music was provided Sunday by the Men’s Day choir, directed by 
Brandon Mitchell.

An original painting by artist Gail Ghettis of Mayor Lumumba and 
his late father was presented to the mayor by McGee.

College Hill Pastor Michael T. Williams gave high praise to the 
men of College Hill for a wonderful 2018 Men’s Day celebration.

See photos page 3.

“He told me ‘you don’t have to go to the WBNA to give 
back, you know you can give back to your community by be-
ing an engineer,” she said. At this point her grandfather saw 
her ability to design, to construct, to imagine. He also saw 
her passion.

Throughout high school and college, Lynn was a star play-
er on the court.

After graduating from Gentry High School, she received 
a full athletic scholarship to Itawamba Community College 
and graduated with an associate’s degree in engineering. She 
continued to play basketball while attaining her bachelor’s 
degree in civil engineering at Jackson State University – 
holding on to both passions.

Once her grandfather realized her yearn to aid the com-
munity, he stressed that she could be a helping hand to her 
hometown by becoming an engineer. He then introduced her 
to the multimillion dollar car plant in Canton, Miss. – Nissan 
– a company widely known for its automobiles and aiding 
families and children in the area, specifically disadvantaged 
youths.

In Lynn’s junior year of undergraduate studies, she applied 
for several internships to make her way into the company, 
however, her grade point average would not allow her to 
qualify for the opportunity.

Instead of allowing the obstacle to prevent her from mov-
ing forward to achieve her career aspirations, she took a dif-
ferent route by becoming an employee of the company and 
working as a technician. “I was determined not to let this stop 
me,” she said. “I’m a testament that you should never give 
up…all though things can sometimes look bleak, you must 
not quit.”

After two months of working as a technician, and express-
ing her desire to grow with the company, Nissan decided to 
fully fund her master’s degree program at Jackson State Uni-
versity. “They saw my determination and commitment,” she 
said. “I was very impressed at the fact that they wanted to see 
me grow and make better decisions.”

In April 2018, Lynn graduated with her master’s degree in 
civil engineering and is currently working as a process engi-
neer for Trim & Chassis, which she refers to as “the dog” of 
the plant. “We make sure that everything that we send out to 
the customers is of the finest quality,” said Lynn.

Her advice for aspiring engineers is to stay focused and 
devoted when times or requirements become tough.

“You have to be committed. It is very time consuming and 

a lot of math and science, because as an engineer you are a 
problem solver. It’s tough, especially for women, because it’s 
a man’s world,” she said.

In order to boost the development of effective youth in her 
own community, she shares her story with adolescents and 
teenagers through Empowering Youth, a mentorship program 
she launched in the Delta.

Due to her love of Nissan and giving back, Lynn said she 
has found her home away from home and she is there to stay. 

“I am blessed to be able to work here. Nissan is doing ev-
erything I dreamed about doing, and I am happy to be a part 
of that. I don’t see myself going anywhere,” she voiced with 
a smile.

Lynn is delighted to share her story as part of Nissan’s 15-
year anniversary in Canton, Miss. 

In 2001, Nissan began a journey with its Mississippi part-
ners to build one of the most advanced manufacturing facili-
ties in the world, in the heart of the Magnolia State.

Fifteen years after opening its doors in 2003, Nissan is 
proud to make some of the finest vehicles in America at 
the Nissan Canton plant. Nissan is committed to building a 
strong diverse team and has created more than 25,000 jobs 
statewide.

There are no signs of slowing down.
Company leadership recently announced the 4 millionth 

vehicle to roll off the assembly line – a Nissan Cargo Van. 
The Canton plant is the only plant worldwide that makes the 
large vans for Nissan. The automaker sold about 18,000 NV 
vans in the United States last year, according to company fig-
ures. To meet demand for the NV, the Japanese automaker 
added a second shift in April. About 250 jobs will be created 
or retained to staff the second shift. About 6,400 Nissan em-
ployees and contractors work at the Canton complex.

To offer a visual, Steve Marsh, vice president of manu-
facturing, Nissan Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant, said you 
could line up all four million vehicles, bumper to bumper, to 
reach Tokyo and back. The 14 million gallons of paint used 
on the vehicles could fill 21 Olympic-sized swimming pools, 
he said.

Nissan donated the 4 millionth vehicle, a 2018 Nissan 
Cargo Van, to the Madison County-based charity, Our Daily 
Bread, a subgroup of Stewpot Community Services in Jack-
son.

To date, the company has contributed more than 15 million 
dollars to charitable organizations.

She continued, “It is key that we make sure that this school district 
is the top district in the state and in the country, and that’s not going 
to be possible until we talk to citizens.”

Lambright said One Voice is an organization dedicated to preserv-
ing the public education system in Mississippi.

In order to get citizens’ feedback on JPS, One Voice will utilize 
their privately-owned Voter Activation Network (VAN), a database 
which shows individuals who have engaged in recent elections, non-
registered voters and individuals who are eligible to vote in Jackson, 
to determine where to deliver surveys first as they embark on their 
mission to visit 60,000 households throughout city.

For persons who have not been involved in recent political pro-
cesses, survey tools will be distributed by canvassers to collect data 
of the priorities Jackson citizens have.

She also encouraged civic groups, community stakeholders and 
church groups to volunteer as door knockers in neighborhoods 
across the city to improve the state of JPS.

“We would love to have community groups volunteer with us to 
go out into the community and canvass with us,” expressed Lam-
bright.

Not only will the organization and city officials tag along on the 
campaign trail, but neighborhood association members will also be 
asked to participate in the stride to making the school system better.

Lumumba expressed in order to change the outlook of JPS, par-
ents, students and alumni have to unite and contribute their beliefs 
at the door-to-door operation that the administration has formed to 
benefit the next generation of students.

“We believe in collective genius – we do not believe we are smart 
enough by ourselves in order to figure out our problems, so this 
allows us to engage citizens, allows them to be more a part of the 
process, and give the students the very best district they deserve,” 
said Lumumba.

He added, “I know that JPS students have all of the abilities in the 
world, and we have to make it certain we are giving them every re-
source and every opportunity in order to demonstrate their abilities.”

Applications to become a participant of the Door Knocking Cam-
paign can be completed at http://onevoicems.org. Individuals ages 
18 and older are eligible to apply.

Canton Nissan is the only plant worldwide to make the Nissan Cargo Van pictured above.
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“The prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and effec-
tive,” James 5:16.

Members of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated, Beta 
Delta Omega Chapter are grate-
ful and delighted that Attorney 
Mitzi Dease Paige was elected 
to assume the position of South 
Eastern Regional director at the 
South Eastern Regional Confer-
ence in March, 2018 in Nash-
ville, TN.

In preparation for the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incor-
porated Biennial convention in 
Houston, where she will be in-
stalled, the Beta Delta Omega 
Chapter Prayer Ivies prepared 
a strong foundation of prayer 
and a spiritual undergirding of 
prayer as she moves towards as-
suming the position of regional 
director by hosting a prayer 
breakfast.

Over 100 sorority sisters, fam-
ily members and friends were on 
hand June 16 to provide prayers 
and well wishes to Paige. Words 
of wisdom were provided by  
Esther Martin Rigsby, 17th 
South Eastern Regional direc-
tor and Juanita Sims Doty, 23rd 
South Eastern Regional direc-
tor. “Surrounded by her family, 
friends and sorority sisters, the 
many prayers that were prayed 
for Mitzi were felt throughout 
the room,” said Doty “It was as 
if she took on wings of peace, 
love, understanding and sisterli-
ness (plus some) as she takes the 
next journey of her servant lead-
ership role within Alpha Kappa 
Alpha.”

The prayer breakfast was a vi-
sion of Prayer Ivies Committee 
Chair Pastor Audrey Hall. The 
prayer breakfast was designed 
to set a spiritual tone for the 
next steps of Paige’s leadership 
journey. “The prayer breakfast 
was a blessed event,” said Toni 
Moore, Beta Delta Omega chap-
ter member. “The prayers and 
well wishes were the epitome of 
sisterhood and love.”

Paige has been a member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated for thirty-six years. 
Initiated into Mu Pi Chapter at 
Spelman College (Atlanta, GA), 
she has served the sorority in 
various capacities since her ini-

tiation.
Paige said the prayer break-

fast was “a mountaintop experi-
ence” for her. “I feel so blessed 
to have my sorority sisters 
praying for me, my family, pro-
tection, leadership, our chapter, 
the South Eastern Region and 
our international president,” 
she said. “It moved me to tears 
to know that so many people 

will be praying for my tenure, 
not just on that day, but every 
day! That feeling gives me a 
sense of peace that will stay 
with me forever.”

Once her election is ratifi ed at 
the Boule in Houston, Paige will 
oversee 106 graduate and un-
dergraduate Alpha Kappa Alpha 
chapters in Mississippi, Tennes-
see and Alabama.

COMMUNITY
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On July 7, 1929, Ethel Lee 
Kelley Penquite became the 
fi fth child and fourth daughter to 
bless the late John Henry Kelley 
Sr. and Mary McCowan Kelley. 
She completed her elementary 
and high school education in the 
Jackson Public School System, 
Jackson, Mississippi, before 
earning a degree in Nursing from 
the Mississippi Baptist Hospital 
School of Nursing in 1954. She 
went on to work as a Registered 
Nurse at St. Dominic’s Hospital, 
and later at the Mississippi Bap-
tist Hospital.

On December 23, 1953, Ethel 
was united in Holy Matrimony 
to Harry Thomas Penquite Jr., 
of Jackson, Mississippi. After 
his honorable discharge from 
the military, the young couple 
moved to Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Her impressive credentials 
and experience positioned her 
for full-time employment at the 
Veterans’ Administration Hos-
pital in 1956. During her tenure 
with the V. A. Hospital, she re-
ceived many awards, plaques, 
and a myriad of “Thank You” 
notes from her patients, as well 
as the employees she super-
vised. After thirty-two years and 
nine months of caring and pro-
fessional nursing administration, 
she retired. 

Young Ethel accepted Christ 
as her personal Savior at Third 
Temple Church of Christ Holi-
ness, U.S.A. in Jackson. After 
marriage, she and Harry became 
members of Anderson United 

Methodist Church in Jackson, 
Mississippi. Upon moving to In-
dianapolis, they joined the fam-
ily of Barnes United Methodist 
Church. She served dutifully as a 
member of the United Methodist 
Women’s Hope Sub-Group and 
worked on several other com-
mittees. Always willing to work 
with others to serve human-kind, 
Ethel was a Life Member of the 
Eta CM Chapter of CM Eta Phi 
Sorority (National Confedera-
tion for Registered Nurses), the 
Alpha Wives, The National As-
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored People, and the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women. 

To her family and friends, 
Ethel was regarded for her gen-
erous spirit, warm hospitality, 
and strong opinions. Over the 
course of her life, she and Harry 
opened their home to countless 
nieces, nephews, and god-chil-
dren – and all of their friends 
– for home-cooked meals and 

even long-term housing. Her 
friends, loved-ones, and former 
colleagues in Jackson looked 
forward to her frequent visits, 
where they would spend hours 
talking, laughing, and catching 
up on life. She was a role-model, 
counselor, teacher, mentor, and 
friend. 

On June 9, 2018, Ethel Lee 
Kelley Penquite departed this 
earthly life. Ethel is preceded 
in death by her husband, Harry 
T. Penquite; parents, John and 
Mary Kelley; brother, John Kel-
ley, Jr., and sisters, Alfanette 
K. Holloway, Audrey K. Cock-
rell, and Lillian K. Stewart. She 
leaves to refl ect on and cherish 
memories her adoring brother, 
Charles Kelley (Mildred) and 
a devoted sister, Aretta Kel-
ley Smith of Jackson, Missis-
sippi; a host of nieces: Roslyn 
Kelley-Sykes, St. Louis, MO; 
Alexandria Holloway, Miami, 
FL; Yvette Lynch, Memphis, 
TN; Lynette Polk and Kathy 
Martin, Detroit, MI; Carmelia 
Hood (Anthony) of Washing-
ton, D.C.; Kye Robinson, (Mi-
chael) Bowie, Maryland; and 
Andria Veasey (Anthony) of 
Brandon, MS. Her nephews are: 
Mr. George Stewart and Gerald 
Stewart of Detroit, MI; Gregory 
Kelley of Miami, FL and Monte 
Smith of Lewiston, ME. Also 
left to relish her memory are her 
loyal friends, neighbors, sorority 
sisters and dearest companions, 
Johnnie Hutson, Herbert Powell 
and Rose Ray. 

In Memoriam 

July 7, 1929 - June 9, 2018
Ethel Lee Kelley Penquite

Penquite

Members of the AKA Beta Delta Omega Chapter at prayer breakfast. PHOTOS BY MACHANDRA FOREST WILDER AND 
TEKITA THOMAS 

Paige and family members at prayer breakfast

Paige

Toni Moore, Paige, Audrey Hall

AKA hosts prayer breakfast
to support Atty. Mitzi Dease Paige

Mississippi Link Newswire
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Entergy Nuclear grant helps support 
technology program at Van Winkle

Revised bell schedules 
for APAC prgrams

For over 30 years, Entergy Nuclear has been 
Van Winkle Elementary School’s Adopt-A-School Partner

 The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly 
by The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offi ces located at 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. Mailing address is 
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail us 
at: editor@mississippilink.com; Please visit our website 
at: www.mississippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-0084, Fax 
896-0091, out of state 1-800-748-9747. Periodical Post-
age Rate Paid at Jackson, MS. 

Deadline: The deadline for submitting items to be consid-
ered for publication is Tuesday at 10 a.m.

Subscriptions are $32 per year; $64 for two years or $96 
for three years.

Postmaster: 
Send all address changes to The Mississippi Link, 
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307.

Advertising: For all advertising information, 
please call (601) 896-0084.

The Mississippi Link accepts no responsibility for unsolic-
ited materials and in general does not return them to send-
er. Manuscripts and photographs submitted for publication 
are welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no responsibility 
can be taken for sources considered to be authoritative, 
because the publication cannot guarantee their accuracy. 
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or 
graphic content, is prohibited.

 � e Mississippi Link TM

Volume 24 • Number 35
June 21 - 27, 2018

© copyright 2018. All rights reserved.

Publisher.................................................Jackie Hampton
Editor.......................................................Othor Cain
Copy Editor.............................................Minnie Garrett
Graphics..................................................Marcus Johnson
Photographers........................................Kevin Robinson & Jay Johnson
Contributing Writers...............................Janice K. Neal-Vincent
         Ayesha K. Mustafaa

Member:

The Mississippi Link

2659 Livingston Road • Jackson MS, 39213
601-896-0084 • www.mississippilink.com

$64
2 year

subscription

$32
1 year

subscription

$96
3 year

subscription

Thank you for your order. Order a subscription for a friend!

 1 year       2 year        3 year

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

e-Mail

Subscribe TODAY

CHECK 
ONE

The APAC programs at Power Elementary, Bailey Middle 
and Murrah High are adjusting to accommodate the new bell 
schedules approved for JPS middle schools and high schools 
next school year. JPS administration approved the changes 
that follow for APAC programs for the 2018-2019 school year.

Power APAC Elementary Bell Schedule
The elementary schedule will be adjusted by 10 minutes and 

will match the bell schedule observed by all other JPS elemen-
tary schools. This schedule is for fourth and fi fth grade stu-
dents and teachers of the academic program at Power APAC 
Elementary School.

School Event  2018-19
School Opens  7 a.m.
Instruction Begins 7:45 a.m.
Instruction Ends 2:15 p.m.
School Closes  3:30 p.m.

Power APAC Arts Bell Schedule
Teachers of the arts programs taught at Power APAC will 

follow this schedule. High school students will arrive for class 
in the morning, and middle school students will arrive in the 
afternoon.

School Event  2018-19
School Opens  8 a.m.
Instruction Begins 8:30 a.m.
Instruction Ends 3:20 p.m.
School Closes  4 p.m.

Block Schedule for Middle School APAC Arts Students
Middle school students will report to Power during 4th 

block instead of 1st block,  which will be scheduled from 
1:46–3:20 p.m. This will give the students 94 minutes of in-
structional time for arts classes. Middle school arts students 
are not impacted by the Carnegie unit requirement for Power 
art electives. Buses will run from Bailey to Power APAC from 
1:35-1:40 p.m.

Asterisk (*) indicates arts block for classes taught at Power 
APAC.

Block  Begin Time    End Time    Instructional Minutes 
1st Block 8 a.m.           9:40 a.m. 100
2nd Block 9:45 a.m.      11:25 a.m. 100
3rd Block 11:30 a.m.    1:35 p.m. 100
4th Block* 1:46 p.m.      3:20 p.m. 94

Block Schedule for High School APAC Arts Students
Murrah High School students will report to Power for arts 

classes during the 1st block instead of 4th block. Classes will 
be scheduled from 8:30–10:10 a.m. for 100 minutes of instruc-
tional time. This is in keeping with the approved revisions for 
all high school students that ensure they meet instructional 
requirements to earn Carnegie units toward graduation.

Asterisk (*) indicates arts block for classes taught at Power 
APAC.

Block  Begin Time    End Time    Instructional Minutes 
1st Block* 8:30 a.m.      10:10 a.m. 100
2nd Block 10:25 a.m.    12:05 p.m. 100
3rd Block 12:10 p.m.     2:15 p.m. 100
4th Block 2:20 p.m.      4 p.m. 100

The new schedules also address other confl icts faced by 
middle and high school arts students. This schedule make it 
possible for them to participate in special programs like Base 
Pair at Murrah, team sports that require physical education 
classes, and other extracurricular activities.

The voices of the Van 
Winkle Elementary School 
students echoed through the 
school’s hallways as the stu-
dent choir sang “Dream Your 
Dreams.” As the children 
sang, faculty and Entergy 
Nuclear staff gathered to an-
nounce a special gift. Entergy 
Nuclear presented a $25,000 
grant to Van Winkle.

For more than 30 years, 
Entergy Nuclear has been 
the Adopt-A-School partner 
with Van Winkle Elementary 
School. This partnership al-
lows both organizations to 

build strong relationships and 
mentorships for the students. 
Giving back to the commu-
nity is a key means for cre-
ating sustainable value for 
communities. In fact, com-
munities are one of Entergy’s 
four stakeholders with the 
other three being customers, 
employees and owners.

“Our employees spend time 
here in the classroom with ac-
tivities such as reading books, 
holding drawing contests, 
judging at reading fairs, pro-
viding computer assistance 
and mentoring,” Kim Pittman, 
project manager for nuclear 

operations support, said. “We 
have held annual drives to help 
provide items needed by Van 
Winkle students. For instance, 
last year we held a back-to-
school drive where our em-
ployees donated more than 
$9,000 of school supplies.”

Van Winkle will utilize the 
grant to enhance the school’s 
technology tools as well as 
provide hands-on experience 
in using technology applica-
tions. 

Entergy Mississippi, Inc. 
provides electricity to approx-
imately 447,000 customers in 
45 counties. Entergy Corpo-

ration is an integrated energy 
company engaged primarily in 
electric power production and 
retail distribution operations. 
Entergy owns and operates 
power plants with approxi-
mately 30,000 megawatts of 
electric generating capacity, 
including nearly 9,000 mega-
watts of nuclear power.

Entergy delivers electricity 
to 2.9 million utility custom-
ers in Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Texas. En-
tergy has annual revenues of 
approximately $11 billion and 
more than 13,000 employees.

The Rotary Club of West 
Jackson delivered 440 books to 
rising sixth, seventh and eighth 
graders at Blackburn Middle 
School. The books were pro-
vided to help students meet 
their Summer Reading require-
ment.

All three grades received the 
book, “The Lord of the Flies” 
by William Golding. It has 
been hailed by publishers Pen-
guin Random House as “one of 
the greatest books ever written 
for young adults and an unfor-
gettable classic for readers of 
any age.” Each student received 
their own copy of the book to 
read during the summer.

Rotary members presented 
the books to students before the 
end of the school year in May.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Pictured center back left to right, Entergy Nuclear Project Manager Operations Support Kim Pittman, Van Winkle Principal Kescher Love 
Rankin, Entergy Nuclear Continuous Improvement Coordinator Garry Brown with Van Winkle staff and students.

Rotary Club of West Jackson members Ronald Hicks, Dellwyn Smith, Debra McGee, Devasia Spires, Jade 
Cowan, Roosevelt Turner and Antoine Anderson present 440 copies of the book ‘Lord of the Flies’ to 
students at Blackburn Middle School. Blackburn Principal Laquanta Murray Nelson (right) receives the 
donation along with students of the school.

Mississippi Link Newswire
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Rotary Club of West Jackson 
delivers 440 books to Blackburn



CPSD salutes Topre America
for $5,000 in scholarships

Hinds County School District welcomes 
new principal to Gary Road Elementary

Alcorn leads 
HBCUs in graduate 
upward mobility

Board of Trustees 
to meet next week

The Canton Public School District thanks 
Topre America for its generous scholarship of 
$2,500 each to our Canton High School out-
standing scholars Kayla Wilkes and Kaitlynn 
Anderson for their scholastic achievements. 
“Topre America Corporation is honored and 
grateful for the opportunity to provide aca-
demic scholarships to these deserving stu-
dents. It is our way of supporting Canton 
Public Schools and the Canton Community,” 

said Jacquelyn J. Mack, Topre America Cor-
poration human resources supervisor.

The scholars will use the funds to pursue 
their dreams as they head off to college.

CHS Valedictorian Kayla Wilkes, who 
scored a 30 on the ACT, will pursue a degree 
in computer science at Jackson State Univer-
sity. Kaitlynn Anderson, who scored a 19 on 
the ACT, will pursue a degree in biology at 
Mississippi College. Their mothers, Sharon 
Wilkes and Susan Anderson, are grateful for 

this generous donation from a community 
partner that shows it is truly concerned about 
helping children succeed.

CPSD is also thankful. “I am grateful to 
Topre America for caring enough to provide 
much needed resources to help our students 
be lifelong learners as they continue their 
education, prepared to enter the global work-
place and participate in society as responsible 
citizens,” said CPSD Interim Superintendent 
Dwight Luckett Sr.

Hinds County School District 
is pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Jenetha Lampkin 
as the new principal of Gary 
Road Elementary. Lampkin 
brings nearly two decades of 
experience in elementary educa-
tion, administration and school 
improvement and holds a mas-
ter’s degree in school adminis-
tration.

“Mrs. Lampkin’s wealth of 
experience will elevate the work 
we’re doing at Gary Road Ele-
mentary and across the district,” 
said Delesicia Martin, Hinds 
County School District super-

intendent. “Her commitment to 
students, parents and staff exem-
plify what we’re all about in the 
Hinds County School District.”

With a keen focus on student 
safety, growth and development, 
Lampkin is emphasizing the im-
plementation of new measures 
and procedures of professional 
development for teachers.

“I believe that all children can 
learn; therefore, my vision is 
that every administrator, teacher 
and parent work collaboratively 
in order to provide every student 
with the best education pos-
sible,” Lampkin said. “We must 
give our children our best.”

Kindergarten registration for 
Gary Road Elementary is open 
through the summer. During 
the month of June, parents and 
guardians will be able to regis-
ter children for kindergarten at 
Gary Road Elementary (7241 
Gary Road, Byram, Miss.) from 
8 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Return-
ing fi rst and second grade stu-
dents can be registered online 
with a Snap Code. If parents do 
not have a code, they can call 
Gary Road Elementary at 601 
373-1319 to speak with a coun-
selor.

Parents and guardians will 
need to bring the following to 

complete enrollment:
• A driver’s license or other 

state identifi cation card
• Child’s birth certifi cate 

(long-form), immunization re-
cords (Form 121), social securi-
ty card and discipline record for 
each child being enrolled

• Current utility bill from 
the previous 30 days, and fi led 
Homestead Exemption from the 
previous year, mortgage pay-
ment documentation or property 
deed of trust, apartment or home 
lease or two (2) business or gov-
ernment correspondence.

For more information on reg-
istration or the Hinds County 

School District, contact John 
Neal, associate superintendent 
of community relations, at 601 
857-7008 or jneal@hinds.k12.
ms.us.

About Hinds County School 
District

Hinds County School District 
is a collaborative environment 
where we explore the world, 
experience authentic learning, 
enhance our character, envision 
our dreams, pursue excellence 
and celebrate success. HCSD 
serves more than 6,000 students 
from the communities of Bolton, 
Byram, Edwards, Raymond, 
Terry, Learned and Utica.

The success of lower-in-
come students who attend 
and graduate from HBCUs 
like Alcorn State University 
is being highlighted in a new 
study regarding student suc-
cess rates.

According to the lat-
est study conducted by the 
American Council on Educa-
tion (ACE) Center for Policy 
Research and Strategy, Alcorn 
leads other historically black 
colleges and universities (HB-
CUs) in the Minority Serving 
Institutions as Engines of Up-
ward Mobility study.

Alcorn President Alfred 
Rankins was pleased by the 
report and stated, “It is great 
to see the data in this study af-
fi rms what we have known for 
years – when students choose 
Alcorn, they make a sound 
investment in their future. 
Alcorn provides a quality, af-
fordable education that pre-
pares our students for success 
in the workforce.”

Minority-serving institu-
tions (MSIs) play an integral 
role in the educations of stu-
dents from low-income fami-
lies and communities of color 
where educational attainment 
is disproportionately low and 
income mobility can be stag-
nant. Alcorn is one of many 
MSIs that serve as engines of 
upward mobility for millions 
of students.

The new report looked at 
data for 359 of the nation’s 
roughly 700 minority-serv-
ing colleges and found that 
income-mobility rates tend to 
be two to three times higher 
at MSIs than at non-minority-
serving ones. The higher rates 
occur despite the fact that 
minority-serving colleges are 
educating students of color 
from lower incomes with rela-
tively limited budgets.

To view Alcorn’s place in 
the study, visit http://www.
acenet.edu/news-room/Docu-
ments/MSIs-as-Engines-of-
Upward-Mobility.pdf.

The Board of Trustees of 
State Institutions of Higher 
Learning will hold its regular 
monthly meeting Thursday, 
June 21, beginning at 9:45 
a.m.

The Health Affairs Com-
mittee, a standing committee 
of the Board of Trustees of 
State Institutions of Higher 
Learning chaired by Trustee 
Ford Dye, will meet Wednes-
day, June 20 at 2 p.m. to dis-
cuss University of Mississippi 
Medical Center projects and 
priorities.

The Finance Committee, 
a standing committee of the 
Board of Trustees of State In-
stitutions of Higher Learning 
chaired by Trustee Tom Duff, 
will meet Thursday, June 21 at 
8:30 a.m. to present upcoming 
university budgets.

Members of the Board may 
participate in the meetings via 
teleconference. Members of 

the public and media may at-
tend the meetings in the IHL 
Board Room, located in the 
Universities Center, 3825 
Ridgewood Road, Jackson, 
Miss. 39211. Executive ses-
sions may be held in accor-
dance with the Open Meetings 
Act.

The Mississippi Board of 
Trustees of State Institutions 
of Higher Learning governs 
the public universities in Mis-
sissippi, including Alcorn 
State University; Delta State 
University; Jackson State 
University; Mississippi State 
University including the Mis-
sissippi State University Divi-
sion of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Veterinary Medicine; Mis-
sissippi University for Wom-
en; Mississippi Valley State 
University; the University of 
Mississippi including the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medical 
Center; and the University of 
Southern Mississippi.
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The Mississippi Valley State 
University Offi ce of Student 
Leadership and Engagement 
has been keeping MVSU stu-
dent leaders “in motion” this 
summer in preparation for the 
upcoming school term.

SLI is a six-day intensive, 
interactive and stimulating 
learning program designed 
for newly elected Historically 
Black College and Universi-
ties (HBCU) student leaders 
(including student govern-
ment, class offi cers, Greek 
councils, student ambassadors, 
programming boards, kings 
and queens) who are commit-
ted to uplifting their organiza-
tions and their university.

During the event, MVSU 
student leaders had an oppor-
tunity to meet workshop pre-
senter Terrance Terrell, a 2004 
graduate of MVSU. Terrell is 
an actor and author who has 
written two children’s books 
– “Blacky” and “SHE.” He is 
well known for his acting role 

in hit TV series, “Criminal 
Minds. 

MVSU student leaders at-
tending the conference includ-
ed Miss MVSU 2018-2019 
Stormy Green of Southaven, 
Miss.; Mr. MVSU 2018-2019 
Tony Holland of Oxford, 
Miss.; SGA Vice-President Ni-
asia Harrington of Indianola, 
Miss.; SGA Chaplain Arlencia 
Barnes of Indianola, Miss.; 
Pan Hellenic Vice-President 
Erryion Clark of Belzoni, 
Miss. and Junior Class Presi-
dent Janice Citchens of Tut-
wiler, MS.

SLI is sponsored by the Na-
tional Association of Student 
Affairs Professionals (NA-
SAP) – a professional orga-
nization on the leading edge 
regarding issues, solutions and 
professional development op-
portunities for student affairs 
professionals serving at HB-
CUs and for those profession-
als who serve minority popula-
tions in diverse settings around 
the country.

MVSU student leaders sharpen skills 
during Student Leadership Institute
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Seven student leaders, along with Director for Student Leadership and 
Engagement Pamela Hilton and Dean of Student Conduct Raynaldo 
Gillus, recently traveled to Savannah, Ga. for the 22nd Annual Student 
Leadership Institute (SLI).

Pictured left to right: Pamela Self, Canton High principal; Charles Hood, Topre senior plant manager; Sharon Wilkes-Williams, recipient’s 
mother; Kayla Wilkes, scholarship recipient; Kaitlynn Anderson, scholarship recipient, Jacquelyn Mack, Topre human resources supervisor; 
Sheena Christian, Topre human resources/safety coordinator; and Dwight Luckett Sr./CPSD interim superintendent 

 For information 
about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
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Jackson State University was 
honored during a recent ceremo-
ny by the Heritage Award Trust 
for preserving one of the oldest 
private cemeteries for African 
Americans in Mississippi. 

The event, held in Ocean 
Springs and presented by Bank-
Plus, cited JSU’s restoration of 
the historic Mount Olive Cem-
etery. The landmark earned the 
Heritage Award for Excellence 
in African-American Preserva-
tion. The gravesite was estab-
lished in the early 1800s to late 
1900s as a private plantation 
cemetery for blacks.

Mount Olive is among 43 his-
toric preservation sites cited for 
telling the story of Mississippi. 
Others included individuals, 
civic organizations, educational 
institutions and local, county 
and state governments.

Heather Wilcox, assistant di-
rector of JSU’s Center for Uni-
versity University-Based Devel-
opment (CUBD), led the task to 
restore Mount Olive. 

“We’re receiving an honor 
for something that we recently 
completed. It was a justifi cation 
for the important work we’re 
doing and shows how it fares 
with Mississippi and what other 
organizations are doing. We’re 
really honored to be a part of 
this prestigious list,” Wilcox 
said. 

JSU’s restoration resulted in 
the refurbishment of two statues: 
Ida Revels Redmond and James 
“Jim” Hill. Redmond was the 
daughter of Hiram Revels, the 
fi rst African American to serve 
in the U.S. Congress to represent 
Mississippi in 1870 and 1871. 
Hill was a former slave who was 
elected as Mississippi’s Secre-
tary of State from 1874-1878. 

In 1912, an elementary school 
located on Lynch Street was 
named in his honor. The school 
later transitioned into Jim Hill 
High School.

The cemetery continues to 
need continual care and main-
tenance, Wilcox said. As such, 
JSU has applied for a $500,000 
grant from the National Park 
Service that would support res-
toration of most of the mausole-
ums and headstones in the cem-
etery. CUBD expects to get an 
answer in September.

Meanwhile, the National Park 
Service visited JSU recently and 
conducted an impromptu meet-
ing at the cemetery. It also visit-
ed the COFO building and other 
historic sites in the Lynch Street 
corridor.

“We want to make a case for 
how all these components play 
into revitalizing the communi-
ty,” Wilcox said.

Scraps of fabric litter the fl oor 
and sewing machines hum qui-
etly inside the Johnson Hall Art 
Gallery at JSU. Kristen Martin, 
a 2018 graduate of the College 
of Business, has been spending 
the week teaching middle and 
high school students what she 
calls the ‘lost art’ of sewing.

“I really enjoy it,” says the 
Lutcher, New Orleans native. 
“I’m completely content mak-
ing prom dresses for people 
and bridesmaids gowns. I’m 
just happy sitting at home sew-
ing.”

Martin and Shonda Mc-
Carthy, director of galleries at 
JSU, are heading the “Say it 
isn’t sew, I will learn to sew” 
summer camp. The week-long 
program, June 4-8, is designed 
to educate the group of 15 stu-
dents on the fundamentals of 
sewing and entrepreneurship.

“The sew camp is benefi cial 
because the craft is becom-
ing an endangered art form,” 
says McCarthy, who points out 
that manufacturing in the U.S. 
has increasingly declined and 
many people have ceased mak-
ing clothes at home.

Once a fashion designer in 
New York, the director says 
returning to Mississippi  and 
teaching “what was taught to 
us by grandmothers and great-
grandmothers and to pass on 
the knowledge of having a 
business is very important.”

Martin shares similar senti-
ments, explaining that she start-
ed sewing in the third grade by 
helping her grandmother alter 
the choir robes for churches in 
their hometown.

“She would also hem the 
deacon’s pants, and I would as-
sist her with that. Helping my 
grandmother turned into me 
liking to sew,’ she says.

The alum explains that she 
began altering her own clothes 
because as a powerlifter in high 
school she was slightly more 
developed than the rest of her 
classmates.

“My arms were bigger. So I 
would always have to add elas-
tic in the thighs of my pants or 
elastic in the arms of my shirt 
just to make them fi t,” says 
Martin, also the founder of 
Dash Daren, her business that 
focuses on alterations, tailoring 
and custom designs.

Over time, the entrepreneur 
learned to improvise when she 
or her mother could not pur-

chase some of the more expen-
sive garments Martin wanted to 
wear.

“When skinny jeans came 
out, I couldn’t get skinny 
jeans. So I took my fl are legs 
and made them skinny jeans.” 
She says, “But then I realized I 
could just make the stuff that I 
wanted if I couldn’t afford it.”

Campers like Destiny Jack-
son, a rising sixth grader, at-
tending Byram Middle School 
in the fall, are benefi tting from 
Martin and McCarthy’s tute-
lage.

“I learned how to sew number 
one,” she says with a giggle. “I 
also learned how to thread and 
work the sewing machine.

An aspiring fashion design-
er, Jackson shares that she has 
been sketching since the age 
of 6. However, the camp has 
shown her how to bring her de-
signs to life. The 11-year-old 

point outs a mannequin in the 
corner of the room wearing a 
skirt and bag she crafted with 
Martin’s help. Her face beams 
with pride.

Looking to occupy her free 
time during the summer, Mur-
rah High School junior Abigail 
Showalter took an interest in 
the camp.

“I like art, and I like using 
my sewing machine at home, 
but I’m not very good at it. I 
needed to practice,” she says, 
adding that she has now learned 
free-hand sewing, which al-
lows her to be more creative 
with materials instead of rely-
ing on store-bought patterns.

Showalter asserts that fash-
ion is more than simply sewing 
but also a form of expression. 
Furthermore, she says there is 
also much to gain from the art 
and history of quilting – the 
process of sewing two or more 

layers of fabric together.
“Quilts have kind of become 

a way to show off the artwork 
of the times and how people 
make things look nice from 
small scraps of fabric,” she ex-
plains. “I think we need to re-
alize that little scraps of fabric 
and a hand needle can be a lot 
more than a fancy dress.”

Campers have also learned 
how to repurpose goods ac-
cording to McCarthy, which 
falls in line with the univer-
sity’s recycling initiative. Stu-
dents bring old clothing and 
curtains to the class and make 
them into handbags. Others 
turn worn jackets and dresses 
into pillows and skirts.

“So now they know that they 
don’t have to go to the store ev-
ery time they want to make a 
purchase. They can produce at 
home,” says McCarthy, who is 
also planning to have a fall ver-
sion of the camp.

Derrick McNealy, an upcom-
ing senior at Madison Central 
High School, joined the camp 
out of his enthusiasm for graph-
ic design and making shirts. He 
says learning how to construct 
and deconstruct clothing is a 
necessary foundation for fash-
ion designers who want to be in 
the industry.

“I can make basic things 
now, and I’ve only been here 
four days. So I feel like that’s 
pretty good,” he says, adding 
that sewing is not just a ‘girl 
thing’ but something all people 
should know how to do.

“It feels good to be able to 
make your own stuff. You get 
a sense of pride from it. Every-
body deserves to know what 
that feels like – young, old, 
male or female.”

JSU’s chief information of-
fi cer recently attended the 
2018 Internet2 Global Summit 
in San Diego and shared how 
the HBCU is successfully us-
ing cloud technology but be-
moaned bandwidth speed on 
JSU’s campus compared to 
other institutions.

As JSU’s representative, 
Deborah Dent was the only 
panelist from an HBCU on the 
summit’s planning committee. 
This is Dent’s second year on 
the panel.

Internet2 negotiates prices 
and provides high-speed net-
work capability to educational 
institutions nationally. It also 
services each of Mississippi’s 
four research institutions: JSU, 
the University of Mississippi, 
Mississippi State University 
and University of Southern 
Mississippi.

Dent is JSU’s chief informa-
tion offi cer. She recently served 
as a panelist at the 2018 Inter-
net2 Global Summit in San Di-
ego. She shared her thoughts on 
a discussion about “A Win-Win 
Approach to Supporting the 
Shared Missions of Research 
and Education Communities.” 

Currently, JSU’s bandwidth 
speed sits at 10 gigabytes (GB), 
with an aim to increase to 100 
GB. The dilemma, however, is 
that larger institutions currently 
at 100 GB are advancing to 400 
GB. This will leave JSU even 
further behind.

To rectify the problem, JSU 
is partnering with Clemson 
University in an NSF-spon-
sored effort to help raise JSU’s 
capacity to 100 GB.

“We’re not asking for hand-
outs,” Dent said. “We’re work-
ing hard to become partners be-
cause of all the research we’re 
doing at JSU.”

Dent said a representative 
from the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) heard her 
passionate plea for a balanced 
playing fi eld. She was among 
panelists discussing “A Win-
Win Approach to Supporting 
the Shared Missions of Re-
search and Education Commu-
nities.” NSF, which has always 
supported diversity and JSU’s 
research through funding, is 
now giving even more attention 
to the challenges faced by JSU, 
she added.

“In the future, we see our stu-
dents and researchers benefi t-
ing because we will have more 
opportunities and up-to-date 
technology for global partner-
ships that will help us advance. 
Students also will be exposed to 

other advantag-
es and become 
even more mar-
ketable,” said 
Dent, waiting 
on fi nal word 
about a new 
NSF grant.

The conference addressed 
other issues as well, including 
getting more female and mi-
nority participation in the tech-
nology realm and providing a 
holistic approach to students’ 
needs. While it’s important that 
academic institutions make sure 
WiFi and phone systems work, 
they also must focus on class-
room interaction, Dent urged.

“It’s easy to monitor the net-
work, but how do we monitor 
the overall student experi-
ence involving the ‘Internet of 
Things’? We must be certain 
that experience runs smoothly 
and monitor the ‘end-to-end’ 
experience. This means we 
must develop all-inclusive, ho-
listic approaches to track their 
academic experience,” she said.

Conference attendees also 
examined the use of cloud tech-
nology.

Dent said, “Larger institu-
tions haven’t embraced the 
cloud at the same rate as their 
smaller counterparts. For JSU, 
it’s easier for us to place re-
sources in cloud and share those 
resources with other customers. 
But, now, both large and small 
institutions are looking at using 
the cloud more in the research 
area.”

Indeed, all institutions worry 
about possible breaches. How-
ever, Dent says she’s confi dent 
about the network security of 
our fi nancial system. “I can 
sleep a little better because 
we’re paying someone to keep 
our data secure. This way we 
can spend more time focused 
on resources rather than on 
costs for manpower and equip-
ment.”

Aside from those matters, 
JSU is also poised to participate 
in a new national research net-
work being led by Larry Smarr, 
founding director of the Cali-
fornia Institute for Telecom-
munications and Information 
Technology. The collaboration 
would aim to help develop 
high-performance applications.

Overall, Dent said the con-
ference was quite successful 
because it provided an opportu-
nity to “let JSU’s light shine.” 
She said her counterparts are 
looking for JSU to make an 
even larger impact in techno-
logical research, and “our pres-
ence at the conference validated 
their thinking.”

By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com

By Rachel James-Terry
jsumsnews.com

By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com
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JSU earns Mississippi Heritage Award for 
preserving historic Mount Olive Cemetery

Sew it seams: Jackson State University 
summer sewing camp revives ‘lost art’

Dent touts cloud technology

Dent

Jackson State University’s Center for University-Based Development (CUBD) recently earned recognition for 
preserving Mount Olive Cemetery. The honor was among 43 historic sites throughout Mississippi cited by 
the Heritage Award Trust. Staffers celebrating include Kimberly Hilliard, executive director of CUBD; Veronica 
Cohen, vice president of Institutional Advancement and External Affairs; Heather Wilcox, assistant director of 
CUBD who spearheaded the project; and Carrol Frazier, administrative assistant.

Shonda McCarthy, director of JSU art galleries, uses a hands-on approach when helping students in her JSU 
summer sewing camp. PHOTOS BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

A camper is all smiles as she learns how to use a sewing machine at 
the “Say it isn’t so, I will learn how to sew” summer camp at JSU led by 
Shonda McCarthy, director of JSU art galleries, and Kristen Martin, an 
entrepreneur and 2018 graduate of the College of Business.
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In reaction to 
the Department 
of Housing and 
Urban Develop-
ment’s (HUD) 
suspension of an 
important fair 

housing rule, a groundswell of 
national advocacy has emerged 
calling to preserve the rule and 
its goals of fair housing for all. 
To date, and in separate actions, 
both cities and states are speak-
ing up for the 50-year old Fair 
Housing Act and the goals that it 
has yet to achieve.

The AFFH rule took effect in 
July 2015 after widespread doc-
umentation over several years 
revealed how many HUD grant-
ees made no discernible effort to 
end segregated housing in their 
locales. Unless federal courts in-
tervene, the rule suspension will 
remain in effect until either 2024 
or 2025.

On June 5 a total of 12 ju-
risdictions including six states 
and six cities advised the U.S. 
District Court for the District 
of Columbia of their joint op-
position: California, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Virginia, Wash-
ington State and the District of 
Columbia joined the cities of 
Austin (TX), Oakland (CA), 
New Orleans, Portland (OR), 
Seattle (WA) and Toledo (OH). 
Together the jurisdictions seek a 
halt to HUD’s suspension of its 
own rule.

That same day and in a sepa-
rate action, New York Attorney 
General Barbara Underwood 
and Governor Andrew Cuomo 
jointly moved to intervene as 
well, citing HUD’s violation of 
the Administrative Procedure 
Act in suspending the rule with-
out notice and failing to provide 
suffi cient reasons for the rule 
suspension. Due to these two vi-
olations, the State of New York 
maintains that HUD has abdicat-
ed its duties and responsibilities 
under the Fair Housing Act.

“As a former HUD Secretary, 
it is appalling to me that the 
agency would abdicate its re-
sponsibility to fi ght housing seg-
regation and discrimination and 
allow this deplorable practice to 
continue,” said Cuomo.

The attorney general for the 
nation’s most populous state, 
California, linked fair housing 
with opportunity in other dimen-
sions of life.

“What part of town you live 
in should not mean that the 
doors of opportunity are closed 
to you,” said Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra, who joined the 
amicus brief fi led by Maryland 
and other jurisdictions. “Fair 
housing is critical to creating 
integrated and supportive com-
munities that provide access to 
jobs and better economic en-
vironments – and getting there 
requires an accountable use of 
federal housing funds. It is ir-
responsible for HUD to suspend 
regulations that facilitate fair 
housing and create a mechanism 
for accountability.”

The June amicus briefs both 
support litigation brought earlier 
to halt suspension of the rule and 
was fi led by the National Fair 
Housing Alliance, Texas Low 
Income Housing Information 

Service, and Texas Appleseed.
In response, the AFFH rule 

specifi cally required any organi-
zation receiving HUD funds to 
have a plan and timeline that in-
corporates community concerns 
to actively address local hous-
ing problems. This planning ap-
proach was structured to enable 
HUD grantees to take mean-
ingful and measurable actions 
to overcome historic patterns 
of segregation. Additionally, 
the rule promotes fair housing 
choice, and fosters inclusive 
communities that are free from 
discrimination.

The suspension of this fair 
housing rule is one of several 
actions that have triggered criti-
cism of HUD Secretary Ben 
Carson.

In 2017, HUD proposed cut-
ting $6 billion from its budget, 
including programs focusing 
on underserved communities. 
Plans were for public housing 
to lose $1.3 million from facil-
ity improvements, and another 
$600 million in operational 
costs, where nationwide an esti-
mated 1.2 families reside. These 
proposed cuts also sidestepped 
long-standing needs for techno-
logical improvements and staff-
ing resources to effectively and 
effi ciently administer the FHA 
program.

This past April, the State of 
New York declared a state of 
emergency due to widespread 
lead and mold found in the New 
York City Housing Author-
ity (NYCHA) that serves over 
400,000 residents. On June 11, a 
$1.2 billion consent decree was 
reached with NYCHA, HUD, 
and the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the housing 
authority will provide environ-
mental abatement.

Other HUD-proposed bud-
get cuts would have eliminated 
entirely the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CFBG) 
Program, and gut Choice Neigh-
borhoods. That proposal raised 
lawmaker eyebrows as for every 
$1 in Choice Neighborhoods 
funding, awardees and their 
partners typically leverage for 
their projects an additional $5 in 
public and private funding.

While Carson continues these 

and other ill-advised initiatives, 
the nation’s housing needs con-
tinue to suffer, for both would-be 
homeowners and renters alike.

For example, the nation lacks 
7.2 million affordable rental 
homes for low-income families, 
according to research by the Na-
tional Fair Housing Alliance. 
Only 35 affordable and available 
rental homes exist for every 100 
extremely low-income rental 
households.

On the homeownership front, 
research by the Center for Re-
sponsible Lending has found 
that black and Latino mortgage 
borrowers are disproportionate-
ly dependent upon FHA fi nanc-
ing, and still have scant access 
to the most affordable and sus-
tainable mortgages – 30-year 
fi xed rate conventional ones. 
This heavy reliance on FHA 
fi nancing even includes upper 
income blacks and Latinos who 
could be eligible for conven-
tional lending.

Further, as many banks have 
withdrawn from the mortgage 
market, non-depository lending 
has increased. By 2016, eight 
of the top 10 FHA lenders were 
non-depositories.

Unfortunately, Carson has yet 
to focus on improving these and 
other housing challenges that the 
nation faces.

“The legacy of discrimina-
tion has left communities with 
entrenched segregation that 
reverberates through every 
policy decision these communi-
ties make,” noted Will Corbett, 
CRL’s litigation counsel. “The 
AFFH rule was a start, nearly 
fi fty years after the Fair Housing 
Act became law, to provide both 
resources and accountability to 
local community efforts to close 
these historic gaps.”

“HUD should not be back-
sliding into continued segrega-
tion by leaving in the dark those 
communities that seek a more 
integrated future and not bring-
ing to light the failure of those 
communities that would let the 
bigotry of the past calcify,” con-
cluded Corbett.

Charlene Crowell is the Cen-
ter for Responsible Lending’s 
Communications Deputy Direc-
tor. She can be reached at char-
lene.crowell@responsiblelend-
ing.org.

Cities and states add 
support to preserve 
fair housing rule 
 By Charlene Crowell 
NNPA News Wire ColumnistDennis Rod-

man, who was 
in Singapore 
for the historic 
meeting be-
tween Presi-

dent Donald Trump and Kim 
Jong-un, Supreme Leader 
of North Korea, said he fi rst 
took the idea of meeting with 
Kim Jong-un to then President 
Barack Obama, but Obama re-
fused to give him the time of 
day.

Although he was rebuffed, 
Rodman persisted in trying 
to meet with Obama but to no 
avail.

Rodman also said during an 
interview with Chris Cuomo 
of CNN that because of his 
relationship with Kim Jong-
un he received so many deaths 
threats he had to hide out for 
30 days.

Despite the death threats and 
the headlines that ridiculed 
him, he could see the future. 
“I knew things were changing. 
I could see it. It’s a great day 
for everybody,” Rodman said 
about the face-to-face meeting 
between Trump and Kim Jong-
un. Cuomo nodded in agree-
ment. Tears streamed down 
Rodman’s face.

Top American offi cials and 
media personalities laughed at 
Rodman for meeting with Kim 
Jong-un. After all, Rodman is 
an unorthodox black man on 
a world stage dominated by 
white men who claimed they 
know better. And black men 
are rarely taken seriously. A 
Fox News Television host 

referred to Rodman as Kim 
Jong-un’s ‘little bitch.’

Kim Jong-un is a brutal dic-
tator who has starved many of 
his people and murdered hun-
dreds of others including rela-
tives.

That all changed when Rod-
man, who is friends with both 
Trump and Kim Jong-un, 
gave the North Korean leader 
Trump’s book “The Art of the 
Deal,” which Kim Jong-un 
read.

He asked Rodman fi ve years 
ago if Trump would be will-
ing to meet and talk with him. 
Rodman has been friends with 
Kim Jong-un since 2013, and 
he had appeared on Trump’s 
television show “Celebrity 
Apprentice.”

Jong-un is a basketball fan 
and he genuinely admires 
Rodman, who played for the 
world championship Chicago 
Bulls and the Detroit Pistons. 
He also played for the Dallas 
Mavericks and the Los Ange-
les Lakers.

Rodman, a former power 
forward, has fi ve NBA cham-
pionship rings and he was the 

league’s rebounding champion 
for seven consecutive years. 
He also is a member of the 
NBA hall of fame.

Rodman, who was wearing 
a red “Make America Great 
Again” baseball cap during the 
interview with Cuomo, said 
he wanted to ease tensions be-
tween the United States and 
North Korea. Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders, the White House 
press secretary, called Rodman 
on behalf of Trump to thank 
him for his work, according to 
Vice Media.

Viewers celebrated Rod-
man’s accomplishment.

On CNN’s website, one per-
son wrote, “I feel bad everyone 
shit on him back then. That’s 
the reason he was crying. He 
was remembering how he was 
really trying to help and all 
of America made a laughing 
stock of him. I remember.”

Another person wrote on 
CNN’s website, “God bless 
you Dennis Rodman. It is a 
great day.”

A third person wrote Rod-
man deserves the Nobel Peace 
Prize.

Rodman calls the historic 
meeting between Trump and 
Kim Jong-un “A New Day”
 By Frederick H. Lowe
TriceEdneyWire.com

Kim Jong-un and Dennis Rodman
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London Breed has made his-
tory, becoming the first Afri-
can-American woman elected 
mayor in San Francisco after 
her opponent conceded in what 
had been a razor-close race.

Breed, who had been ap-
pointed mayor last December 
following the death of Mayor 
Ed Lee, was forced out of the 
post after officials cited a con-
flict with her position on the 
city’s Board of Supervisors.

She defeated former State 
Senator Mark Leno in a close 
race that came down to 14,000 
provisional ballots counted, 
over the past week.

“I am London Breed, I am 
president of the San Francis-
co Board of Supervisors, and 
soon to be mayor of the city 
and county of San Francisco,” 
she told a crowd gathered 
downtown after Leno conced-
ed. “I am truly humbled and I 
am truly honored.”

Born in San Francisco, Breed 
was raised by her grandmother 

in the city’s public housing.
Breed praised United States 

Senator Kamala Harris (D-Ca-
lif.), among others, as being an 

influence. She said she wanted 
to emulate her grandmother, 
who took care of the commu-
nity and looked after everyone.

“It’s really amazing, and it’s 
really an honor and I know it 
means so much to so many 
people,” she said, responding 

to a question about being the 
first African-American female 
to earn election to the city’s 
mayor’s office. “This is my 
home and I grew up in some 
of the most challenging of cir-
cumstances.”

Breed continued: “I think 
the message that this sends to 
the next generation of young 
people growing up in this city, 
that no matter where you come 
from, you can do anything you 
want to do.”

In a January interview with 
NNPA Newswire, Breed said 
she planned to remain the same 
outspoken, 43-year-old who 
was raised on the hard knock 
streets of the Fillmore District, 
just southwest of Nob Hill.

“People sometimes say 
about me, ‘I can’t believe, 
she said that.’ I remind them, 
I’m from Fillmore, but I say 
it in the way we say it in the 
street –‘Fill-Mo,’” Breed said. 
“When you come from the kind 
of community that I come from 
and experience a lot of frustra-
tion, if you are not outspoken 

you can’t get the things done 
that you need to [get done].”

After first being appointed 
to take over for Lee after his 
death  December 12, local me-
dia noted that Breed has been 
criticized for being “head-
strong” and “outspoken,” once 
even announcing to her peers 
that she “was no shrinking vio-
let.”

“I am who I am, and I didn’t 
think I’d ever run for office, 
because I am who I am,” Breed 
said. “I say what I feel like I 
need to say and that’s how I’ve 
always been, and I couldn’t 
live with myself if I felt that I 
have to change to be an elected 
official.”

This article was originally 
published on BlackPressUSA.
com.

Stacy Brown is an NNPA 
Newswire Contributor and co-
author of “Michael Jackson: 
The Man Behind the Mask: An 
Insider’s Story of the King of 
Pop.” Follow Stacy on Twitter 
@stacybrownmedia.

 By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor
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London Breed made history to become the fi rst African-American woman mayor of San Francisco, Calif. 
FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA

Newly-elected Mayor London Breed 
makes history in San Francisco

Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions has 
reached down into the garbage 
can of history to twist passages of 
Holy Scripture, once used by seg-
regationists to perpetuate slavery, 
segregation, white nationalism 
and Jim Crow, to justify separat-
ing immigrant children from their 
parents, many of whom Donald 
Trump dehumanizes as criminals.

Reports show that thousands of 
children are being tragically and 
traumatically separated from par-
ents and held in cage-like struc-
tures, according to Democratic 
U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley. Some 
have traveled thousands of miles 
to fl ee death threats, gangs and 
rapes in their countries.

Is the ‘make America great’ 
rhetoric now calling them to 
thump the Bible, stand self-righ-
teously and piously practicing a 
new breed of spirituality that en-
compasses “hate thy neighbor”?

Paul, who wrote around A.D. 
60, was an apostle of love refl ect-
ing the virtues of Jesus Christ. He 
wrote: “If there be any other com-
mandment, it is summed up in 
this word, namely, love thy neigh-
bor as thyself. Love works no ill 
to his neighbor; love therefore is 
the fulfi llment of the law.”

In Romans 13 Paul writes that 
Christians are both citizens of the 
state and the church having a duty 
to obey both. Sessions uses that 
passage to justify punishing immi-
grants – most of whom are brown 
or black, coming from where 
Trump has labeled “sh*thole 
countries.” Very boldly, however, 
Paul clearly states in that same 
passage that love is the foundation 
of the Gospel, which supersedes 
all other man-made laws.

As clear-cut are the writings of 
Paul, Christians must look to a 
higher source, asking what would 
Jesus do? The Bible shows Jesus 
condemning the “sin” of legal-
ism. Legalists can quote, pound 
and thump the Bible, while being 
ignorant or oblivion to the spirit 
of the Law which infuses the soul 
and conscience to be kind, merci-
ful and charitable.

Legalists most often overlook 
the sinful practices of corporate 

greed and the current EPA poli-
cies of allowing corporations to 
leak or belch harmful chemi-
cals into poor neighborhoods or 
Trump using the budget to deny 
healthcare to the medically in-
digent, who are at risk of dying 
because of that lack of access. 
These kinds of tactics, no doubt, 
are why Jesus declares that it’s 
easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than a rich per-
son, who thinks that wealth alone, 
gives them access to heaven.

Jesus’s social gospel was to 
awaken the Pharisees of his day, 
namely the lawyers and legalistic 
communities. Having a heart for 
the injustices of humanity, Jesus 
condemned that group as “hypo-
crites for “straining at gnats and 
swallowing camels” and omitting 
the more important areas of the 
law, which are “judgment, mercy 
and faith.”

Sessions and his group – Phari-
sees of today – go to Scripture 
to fi nd passages to support their 
harmful anti-black, anti-women, 
anti-poor policies, which are so 
void of love and kindness they 
have no relevance for today.

Trump’s attorney general 
clearly misses the a fundamental 
message of Scripture which Jesus 
quoted as Good News, not the 
lies, harsh words and the mean-
ness we see today. Declaring his 
mission in Luke 4:18, Jesus said 
that he was anointed to preach the 
Gospel (good news) to the poor, 
heal the broken-hearted, and 
preach deliverance to the cap-

tives to set at liberty them that are 
bruised.

Do the Sessions policies have 
anything to do with the Good 
News, Jesus, the Bible or any-
thing sacred that is a part of the 
Jewish, Christian, Islamic faiths?

In fact, the bad news of Sessions 
is at odds with the offi cial declara-
tions of his own United Methodist 
Church. In 2016, it said, “The fear 
and anguish so many migrants in 
the United States live under are 
due to federal raids, indefi nite 
detention and deportations which 
tear apart families and create an 
atmosphere of panic. Millions of 
immigrants are denied legal entry 
to the U.S. due to quotas and race 
and class barriers, even as employ-
ers seek their labor. With the legal 
avenues closed, immigrants who 
come in order to support their fam-
ilies must live in the shadows and 
in intense exploitation and fear. 

In the face of these unjust laws 
and the systematic deportation of 
migrants instituted by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, God’s 
people must stand in solidarity 
with the migrants in our midst.”

So why are so many preach-
ers, pastors, bishops, megachurch 
leaders not pushing back, defend-
ing the sacred text and taking 
these Pharisees to task, not only 
for their punitive practices toward 
immigrants, but also the transfer-
ence of billions of dollars from 
the needy to the Trump oligarchy?

Isn’t sacred text worth defend-
ing? How long will loving and 
moral Americans tolerate hypoc-
risy, cruelty and sins against hu-
manity? Is it time for Sessions to 
have a Damascus road experience 
so that he can get knocked off his 
high perch to see the light of Je-
sus’s love for the least of these?

As is often said, “The only 
thing necessary for the triumph of 
evil is that good men do nothing.”

Keith Magee is a public intel-
lectual, ordained minister and 
serves as senior fellow in Cul-
ture and Justice, University Col-
lege London. Barbara Reynolds 
is an ordained minister, former 
startup editor and columnist for 
USA TODAY and author of seven 
books, the latest, The Life, Love 
and Legacy of Coretta Scott King. 
They are mother and son.

Hate thy neighbor colors 
Sessions’ immigration practices

By Rev. Dr. Barbara Reynolds 
and Rev. Dr. Keith Magee
Trice Edney Newswire

Sessions
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Every few 
years, it seems 
like I have to 
write a column 
asking for real 
Christians to 
stand up against 

a social, racial or political in-
justice. This time, I’m asking 
the same question regarding the 
inhumane separation of children 
from their parents seeking asy-
lum or hoping to immigrate at 
U.S. border crossings. The bar-
baric policy put into practice by 
the current presidential adminis-
tration is unbelievably harsh.

This separation policy is part 
of the continuous stream of lies, 
deception and antagonism that 
comes from the current president 
and his administration.

First, I must admit that I’m 
horrifi ed at the callous disregard 
for the value of humans, espe-
cially innocent children. How-
ever, I am more shocked at how 
lunatics masquerading as men 
(and women) of God continue to 
justify what is clearly racist, un-
godly and unchristlike behavior 
using biblical scripture.

Both Jeff Sessions and Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders are just a few 
of the more prominent evangeli-
cal Christians who boldly argued 
that as Christians and a Christian 
nation we are called to obey laws. 
The sad thing is that their argu-
ments are deceptive: the separa-
tion of children from their fami-
lies is a policy and not a law. In 
addition, the scripture that they 
used from Romans was actually 
a call to love our neighbors, not 
gleefully terrorize them.

Some rightfully pointed out 
how these arguments sounded 
a lot like those that were used 
to justify slavery in the United 

States, Nazism in 1930’s Germa-
ny and apartheid in South Africa. 

The erroneous use of Romans 
13:1-3 to rationalize obeying 
governmental laws was a text-
book example of taking scripture 
out of context. One-real truth 
of that chapter is found later at 
verses 9-10 which encourage 
“and if there is any other com-
mandment, are all summed up 
in this saying, namely, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
Love does no harm to a neighbor; 
therefore, love is the fulfi llment 
of the law.”  

Among the many social media 
comments posted, some said that 
Christians like Sanders and Ses-
sions were the reason they were 
atheists. Once again, there was 
an eerie quiet from other conser-
vative Christians who so boldly 
proclaim that they serve a com-
passionate God. Others called 
this crisis a wasted opportunity 
to witness to others about the 
transformative loving nature of 
God. Lamentations 3:31-33 says, 
“For men are not cast off by the 
Lord forever. Though he brings 
grief, he will show compassion, 
so great is his unfailing love. For 
he does not willingly bring af-
fl iction or grief to the children of 
men.”

Considering some Christians 
openly endorsing the merci-
less treatment of these helpless 
children and parents, it looks as 
though God is continuing to ex-
pose the hypocrisy of those who 
wrap themselves in Christianity 
but don’t appear to have the heart 
or mind of Christ.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas, 
Texas based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose After a Relationship 
Ends.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda.

Will real Christians 
stand up for Godly 

compassion?
The Psalmist 

David said in 
Psalm 37:1-2, 
“Fret not thyself 
because of evil-
doers, neither 
be thou envious 

against the workers of iniq-
uity. For they shall soon be 
cut down like the grass, and 
wither as the green herb.” 

When people leave God out 
of their lives, they are inse-
cure, unhappy and unsuccess-
ful; they do not prosper with 
God. Some look back because 
they have not sold out com-
pletely to following God. They 
talk about it and seem dedicat-
ed, but they continue to look 
back as though they have left 
behind something good.

Though they talk about 
serving God, they are not 
willing to part with their old 
friends. To keep company 
with those who are in trouble 
spiritually is to commit spiri-
tual suicide. No one is strong 
enough to stand and constant-

ly keep company with those 
who commit spiritual fornica-
tion. Someone may say, “Well, 
I can handle myself.” That is 
not according to the Word of 
God. First Corinthians 10:12 
warns, “Wherefore let him 
that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall.” You need to 
do as the Bible says and take 
heed. To keep company with 
those whom you know are in 
trouble spiritually is to com-
mit spiritual suicide. Some-
where along the line, you will 
begin to believe some of their 
sayings.

We read in Luke 9:56, “For 
the sow of man is not come 
to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them. And they went to 
another village.” The work of 
our King is the salvation of 
souls, and the subjects of His 
Kingdom have the same work 
that He does: the salvation 
of men’s and women’s souls. 
No work is greater than that 
of souls being born into the 
Kingdom of God.

When you face the call for 
service to Jesus Christ, you 

are called to the greatest com-
mitment that you will ever 
know, because it involves the 
choice of where you and oth-
ers will spend eternity.

When people become dis-
contented, they start looking 
back. No matter what others 
do, they cannot please them. 
Even God cannot please them 
when they are discontented. 
A state of discontentment is a 
miserable condition. They be-
come discontented with serv-
ing God and with life in gen-
eral. Discontentment causes 
people to look back from 
where God delivered them.

What causes people to look 
back? The devil causes them 
to envy those who do not 
serve God. He causes them 
to get their eyes on the sinner 
and think, “He always seems 
to have money, but here I am 
serving God and don’t have 
any money.” Christian friend, 
you need to be careful of en-
vying those who do not serve 
God. Proverbs 24:1-2 read, 
“Be not thou envious against 
evil men, neither desire to 

be with them. For their heart 
studieth destruction, and their 
lips talk of mischief.” What 
will they gain? Verses 19-20 
tell us: “Fret not thyself be-
cause of evil men, neither be 
thou envious at the wicked; 
For there shall be no reward to 
the evil man; the candle of the 
wicked shall be put out.”

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 read: 
“Let us hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter: Fear God, 
and keep His commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of 
man. For God shall bring ev-
ery work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil.”

The Christian does not look 
back. Looking back shows 
a desire to go back, and the 
Christian marches forward 
and upward; he presses toward 
the mark.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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The Trump ad-
ministration has 
separated some 
2,000 children 
from their parents, 
most of whom 
have come to the 

United States seeking asylum. 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
cited the Bible, Romans 13, as 
justifi cation for this zero-toler-
ance immigration policy.

The fi rst verse reads: “Every-
one is to obey the governing au-
thorities, because there is no au-
thority except from God and so 
whatever authorities exist have 
been appointed by God.”

The Apostle Paul wrote the 
Book of Romans. But Paul spent 
many days and nights in jail, so 
he did not always abide by the 
rule of unjust governors. Ro-
mans 13 has been invoked by 
scoundrels throughout its his-
tory. British Royals cited it to 
chastise rebellious American 
revolutionaries.

Slave owners in early America 
justifi ed the institution of slav-
ery by quoting it. American law 
authorized slave owners to sepa-
rate black sons and daughters 
from mothers and fathers by sell-
ing them to another slave owner. 
Sessions is an old school Ala-
bamian raised in the ways of the 
segregated South, so maybe such 
thinking is not unfamiliar to him.

The Nazis in Germany and 
apartheid South Africa quoted 
Romans 13 to give religious 

authority to genocide and apart-
heid. Former fi rst lady Laura 
Bush wrote in the Washington 
Post Sunday that warehousing 
children in a former Walmart and 
a Texas tent city is “eerily remi-
niscent of the Japanese Ameri-
can internment camps of World 
War II, now considered to be the 
most shameful episodes in U.S. 
history.”

“This zero tolerance policy,” 
she concluded, “is cruel. It is im-
moral. And it breaks my heart.”

Even as President Trump was 
defending the policy, fi rst lady 
Melania Trump called for im-
migration reform in a statement, 
saying she “believes we need 
to be a country that follows all 
laws, but also a country that gov-
erns with heart.”

Sessions says he is merely en-
forcing the law, but there is no 
zero-tolerance immigration law. 
The law hasn’t changed; Ses-
sions invented a new interpreta-
tion to justify an immoral policy 
change. He said the Justice De-
partment would begin prosecut-
ing everyone who crosses the 
southwest border and separating 
children from parents as a deter-
rent.

Sessions said he wanted to 
send messages that if you don’t 
want to be separated from your 
children, don’t come. This im-
moral theory hasn’t worked in 
practice. Desperation, not cal-
culation, drives parents to leave 
their homes and seek asylum. 
Asylum is enshrined in both the 
United States and international 
law. Seeking asylum because of 

government oppression, domes-
tic or gang violence, sex traffi ck-
ing or natural disasters is not a 
crime.

Contrary to Trump, these par-
ents are not illegally breaking 
the law. They are legally seek-
ing asylum. The current immi-
grants coming to the U.S. are 
mainly poor people from Central 
America escaping government 
or gang violence – boys recruited 
by gangs, girls recruited for sex 
traffi ckers. They may or may not 
be granted asylum. But there is 
no justifi cation – moral, legal or 
simply human – for ripping their 
children from them as they wait 
for a hearing on their status.

No subject in the Bible is men-
tioned more than caring for the 
poor – the stranger on the Jeri-
cho Road – treating them with 
respect and allowing them to 
maintain their dignity, which is 
the opposite of Trump’s and Ses-
sions’ harsh immigration policy.

In the New Testament, Mat-
thew reports Joseph and Mary 
took Jesus to Egypt to escape 
King Herod’s order to kill every 
newborn. Jesus’ parents became 
immigrants in Egypt seeking 
asylum for their son Jesus from 
Roman violence. 

All major religions – Christi-
anity, Judaism and Islam – value 
keeping families together, rather 
than tearing them apart. Even 
conservative evangelical and 
Roman Catholic Christians al-
lied with Trump are taking issue 
with his immigration policy. One 
of his strongest advocates, evan-
gelist Franklin Graham, called 

the separations “disgraceful; it’s 
terrible to see families ripped 
apart and I don’t support that one 
bit.”

The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion passed a strong resolution 
calling for immigration reform 
that maintains “the priority of 
family unity” and called for a 
legal path to citizenship. Trump 
keeps railing against immi-
grants, warning Democrats that 
they should accept his policies 
before the election “because you 
are going to lose.” That reveals 
the foul motivation behind this 
human horror.

As former Trump strategist 
Steve Bannon has argued, as 
long as Democrats are arguing 
about immigration, Trump is 
winning. Sessions and Trump are 
traumatizing innocent children 
to serve their partisan political 
purposes – and trying to use the 
Bible as a cover story.

Congress will vote on two im-
migration bills this week. Both 
give the president much of what 
he has demanded, including bil-
lions for the inane border wall 
(that he pledged the Mexicans 
would pay for). The more mod-
erate bipartisan bill also would 
allow families to be detained to-
gether.

As of this writing, it does not 
have suffi cient Republican sup-
port to pass. The trauma these 
children are experiencing will 
scar them for a lifetime. Is there 
no shame? Are the hearts of par-
tisan politicians so callous that 
they will turn their backs on in-
nocent children?

Faith and prayer have been the backbone 
of the African-American community since 
we came upon these shores. We have count-
ed on our faith leaders (the roll call would in-
clude Revs. Richard Allen, Absalom Jones, 
James Walker Hood, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Wyatt Tee Walker, Jesse L. Jackson, William 

Barber, Vashti McKenzie, Barbara Williams Skinner and 
many others) to articulate the justness of our cause and to 
mobilize us to work for the justice that is called for in the 
New Testament, especially in Matthew 25: 35-45.

Our ministers are revered leaders who often stand in the 
face of injustice. We are not surprised, and indeed, encour-
aged, when their fi rm stands in the face of oppression lead to 
collisions with the law. Still, when faith leaders are treated 
harshly, it forces us to examine the injustice in our system. 
When Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote the Letter from the 
Birmingham Jail in 1963, he chided white ministers who 
made a public statement about his methods, suggesting that 
segregation should be fought in the courts, not in the streets. 
His letter moved the white faith community to confront 
some of the injustices of segregation and to form alliances 
with the civil rights movement.

King spent eleven days in the Birmingham jail in ex-
tremely harsh conditions. But the oppressor does not learn 
from its excesses. On June 12, nine faith leaders were 
shackled and held for 27 hours after being arrested for pray-
ing at the Supreme Court. The multicultural group of men 
and women are part of Rev. William Barber’s Poor People’s 
Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival (https://www.
poorpeoplescampaign.org/). Their effort is to bring atten-
tion to the amazing inequality and moral bankruptcy of our 
nation. Their prayers at the Supreme Court were extremely 
timely given the court’s recent actions to make it more dif-
fi cult for people to vote in Ohio, and given the injustices, 
this court continues to perpetuate.

Like Dr. King, the nine who were arrested – Poor People’s 
Campaign co-chair the Rev. Liz Theoharis, D.C. clergy the 
Revs. Jimmie Hawkins, Graylan Hagler and William Lamar 
IV and the Revs. Rob and Hershey Stephens from the Fort 
Washington Collegiate Church in New York City – were 
subjected to extremely harsh conditions. No threat to any-
one, they were shackled, placed in handcuffs and leg irons. 
Confi ned to roach-infested cells with nothing to rest their 
heads on but a metal slab. This is the 21st century, but you 
wouldn’t know it by the way these clergies were treated. Yet 
their actions, and those of the Poor People’s Campaign, are 
writing the contemporary letter from the Birmingham jail. 
Their brief incarceration, in the name of justice, is part of 
a larger movement to bring attention to increasing poverty 
and injustice, even in the face of economic expansion. Like 
Dr. King’s Poor People’s campaign, this twenty-fi rst centu-
ry Poor People’s Campaign, launched fi fty years later, is an 
attack on poverty, racism and militarism, and also ecologi-
cal devastation and our nation’s “moral devastation.”

At the 2018 Rainbow PUSH International convention  
June 15, Rev. Barber railed interlocking injustices that did 
not begin with our 45th president, but have been exacer-
bated by the depravity he represents. In a rousing address 
that wove humor, statistics, public analysis and a scathing 
attack on our nation’s immorality, Barber argued that “the 
rejected,” which may comprise more than half of our nation, 
will lead to the revival of our nation.

Who would have thought that nine faith leaders would 
be among the rejected? Who would have thought that Dr. 
King would have been? But Dr. King eagerly embraced the 
status of “rejected.” He once preached, “I choose to identify 
with the underprivileged. I choose to identify with the poor. 
I choose to give my life for the hungry. I choose to give my 
life for those who have been left out of the sunlight of op-
portunity.”

Rev. Liz Theoharris told Democracy Now’s Amy Good-
man that the conditions she and fellow clergy experienced, 
while uncomfortable, were the same conditions poor in-
mates experienced. That’s the power, in some ways, of the 
Poor People’s campaign. Clergy and others are forcing the 
issue, lifting their voices, making connections, claiming the 
discomfort and pain of the rejected, embracing the fact that 
they, too, are among the rejected.

To shackle clergy simply for praying is to exhibit a pe-
culiar form of cruelty and inhumanity. Shackling is remi-
niscent of enslavement, is a method of humiliation, is an 
attempt to use the harsh lash of unjust law on the backs of 
those who pray for just law. Rev. William Lamar IV, who 
has been arrested on three consecutive Mondays for protest 
action, said that the June 12 arrests and treatment were the 
harshest he has yet experienced. In Washington, D.C., peo-
ple who are arrested for protesting are usually given a ticket 
that requires a court appearance and a likely fi ne. What did 
the shackling say about the hollow sacredness of the “Su-
preme” Court?

Shackling clergy for praying is like condemning the sun 
for shining. Unjust law enforcement can shackle arms and 
legs, but not movements. Harsh treatment of leaders in 
the Poor People’s Champaign only strengthens resistance 
against injustice, racism, poverty and ecological devasta-
tion.

Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist. Her latest 
book “Are We Better Off? Race, Obama and Public Policy” 
is available via www.amazon.com for booking, wholesale 
inquiries or for more info visit www.juliannemalveaux.com
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Shackled 
for praying
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Slave owners and Nazis 
quoted Romans 13 to 
justify immorality too

“The new pol-
icy is the latest 
example of harm-
ful actions by the 
Department of 
Homeland Se-
curity against 

immigrant families, hindering 
their right to seek asylum in our 
country and denying parents the 
right to remain with their chil-
dren. We can and must do better 
for these families. We can and 
must remember that immigrant 
children are still children; they 
need our protection, not pros-
ecution.” – American Academy 
of Pediatrics, Statement Oppos-
ing Separation of Children and 
Parents at the Border, May 8, 
2018

I am the lucky father of three 
beautiful children. It has been 
my life’s work and great pleasure 
to play a part in their develop-
ment into keen, compassionate 
and successful individuals. And 
but for the “right” documents 
and legal status, Marco Antonio 
Muñoz and his wife could have 
experienced that same, singu-
lar joy of parenthood. Instead,  
Muñoz, a Honduran father who 
came here seeking asylum as he 
crossed the Rio Grande with his 

wife and three-year-old son, was 
taken into custody and sepa-
rated from his small family. Ac-
cording to news reports, “they 
had to use physical force to take 
the child out of his hands.” Af-
ter a night in the Starr County 
Jail, guards found Muñoz lying 
on the fl oor of his jail cell, un-
responsive. The deputy’s offi ce 
reported his death as a “suicide 
in custody.”

The inhumane separation of 
desperate families risking their 
lives to reach and cross our 
southwest border is neither ar-
bitrary nor aligned with our na-
tion’s core, espoused values on 
the sanctity of family. As of May 
of this year – this is America – 
and is formal American policy 
enforced by the Departments 
of Justice and Homeland Secu-
rity, also known as the Trump 
administration’s zero-tolerance 
policy.

Previously, adults appre-
hended at the border would be 
charged in civil court, detained 
in immigration facilities and po-
tentially face deportation back 
to their country of origin, unless 
they qualifi ed for asylum. The 
new policy prosecutes adults 
caught crossing the border as 
felons in criminal court, includ-
ing those who qualify for asy-
lum. Felony criminal charges 

sends these adults to prison, and 
for those who crossed with their 
children, it triggers the tragical-
ly common place forced family 
separations. This new, vicious 
twist in the Trump administra-
tion’s immigration policy is 
abysmal, ahistorical and abhor-
rent.

Staying true to his campaign 
promises, Trump has doubled 
down on immigration in all of its 
forms, particularly from origin 
countries of color. The zero-tol-
erance strategy follows a litany 
of actions and policies – such as 
the decision to end DACA and 
protect DREAMERS from de-
portation, reducing the numbers 
of refugees accepted into the 
country and ending temporary 
protected status for Haitians and 
Hondurans – intended to punish 
those deemed unfi t or undesir-
able, purge our communities 
and narrow legitimate avenues 
of settlement and entry into the 
United States. But the last time 
I checked, our nation was in the 
business of welcoming those 
seeking to better their lives, not 
weaponizing their children as 
deterrents to economic oppor-
tunity (that benefi ts all) and an 
escape from violence, chaos or 
natural disaster.

It is no small irony that the 
party that has traditionally mo-

nopolized the “family-values” 
moniker is the very same one 
orchestrating this now-daily 
trauma at our U.S/Mexico bor-
der. Heart-breaking stories, like 
the story of Muñoz, are not acci-
dental, they are the byproduct of 
an inhumane, anti-family, value-
defi cient policy – and there are 
many more stories in the vein of  
Muñoz’s story to tell.

Last week many of us cel-
ebrated Father’s Day. We recog-
nized the privilege of being able 
to do so when our government 
is engaging in the forced separa-
tion of families and the trauma-
tizing of innocent children torn 
from their loved ones, penned 
into camps or sent to live with 
strangers. Children belong in 
the loving arms of their parents, 
not locked behind the cold bars 
of cells.

The National Urban League 
has joined forces with sister civ-
il rights organizations to call for 
an end to family separation.

If you agree that destroying 
families should not be a prior-
ity of the government that rep-
resents you, get angry, get en-
gaged – track the votes of your 
representatives on the issue of 
family separation and compre-
hensive immigration reform, 
and be sure to hug your loved 
ones a little tighter.

Separated by Borders: 

Immigration policy rips 
families apart

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

 By Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
Founder and President of 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition

 By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League
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Germany-based automotive 
supplier Hago Automotive is 
doubling its footprint in Iuka, 
Miss., to accommodate a new 
contract with BMW. The proj-
ect represents a $4 million 
corporate investment in new 
equipment and will create 60 
jobs over the next four years.

“This expansion illustrates 
to industry leaders around the 
world that our outstanding 
workforce enables companies 
to compete successfully in 
today’s global marketplace, 
while positioning Mississippi 
as a leader in the Southern Au-
tomotive Corridor,” Gov. Phil 
Bryant said.

The project involves the 
construction of an additional 
50,000 square feet at Hago’s 
existing 50,000-square-foot 
facility. Two years ago, Hago 
started operations in the for-
mer Dennen Steel facility at 
Yellow Creek Port, investing 

$10 million and creating 80 
jobs.

“We are excited about the 
continued growth at our facil-
ity here in Iuka and are grate-
ful for the warm welcome 
that has been extended to us,” 
said Hago Automotive Gen-
eral Manager Alfred Geiger. 
“This new addition will allow 
us to accommodate the higher 
than expected demands of our 
main customer BMW in the 
U.S., China and South Africa, 
which we supply from right 
here in Iuka. It will pave the 
way for further growth with 
other automotive manufactur-
ers in the U.S. and overseas.”

The Mississippi Develop-
ment Authority is providing 
assistance for infrastructure 
needs and construction. Tisho-
mingo County is providing as-
sistance for construction.

“Hago Automotive’s ex-
pansion creating 60 new ca-
reer opportunities proves 

that Mississippi is the place 
where companies can not 
only achieve but exceed their 
goals for long-term success,” 
said MDA Executive Director 
Glenn McCullough Jr. “Ha-
go’s talented employees with 
the addition of 60 more Mis-
sissippians at its Iuka plant 
positions the company for 
continued growth in Tishom-
ingo County.”

In Iuka, Hago performs au-
tomated stamping with up to 
400 tons of processing power, 
transfer stamping with up to 
630 tons of pressing power, 
several laser and conventional 
welding applications, parts 
washing and cleaning, parts 
processing and the production 
of assemblies. The facility 
also houses a tool-making de-
partment and a test laboratory.

Construction will begin in 
the summer of 2018 and is 
expected to be complete by 
spring 2019.

The Mississippi Justice 
Institute (MJI) won its sec-
ond Open Meetings Act case 
in two years in Lauderdale 
County Chancery court Friday. 
The case was fi led on behalf 
of Tommy Williams, a Lau-
derdale County resident, who 
challenged the Lauderdale 
County Board of Supervisors 
for violating open meetings 
laws. The Lauderdale Super-
visors dropped their appeal  
Friday, meaning the ruling 
that they held illegal, closed-
door meetings to make deci-
sions about borrowing money 
through bonds is fi nal.

“This is an important win 
that should send a message 
around Mississippi: don’t vio-
late the ethics and open gov-
ernment laws, or responsible 
citizens and the Mississippi 
Justice Institute will stand 
up for their rights and chal-
lenge you,” said MJI Director 
Shadrack White.

Meridian attorney Stephen 
Wilson and White represented 
Williams in the case, Thomas 
E. Williams v. Lauderdale 
County Board of Supervisors. 
Williams blew the whistle 
when Lauderdale Supervi-
sors purposefully met in small 

groups to avoid creating a quo-
rum. By not creating a quorum 
at any one meeting, supervi-
sors believed they could avoid 
the requirements in the Open 
Meetings Act that said those 
meetings had to be open to the 
public.

“Mississippians deserve 
transparent government. Citi-
zens have the right to see, in 
fl esh and blood, how their 
leaders make decisions,” said 
White. “This case reaffi rms 
that principle.”

“MJI was successful in this 
case thanks to Tommy’s cour-
age and thanks to a strong 
precedent set in a previous MJI 
case on the Open Meetings 
Act,” added White. Last year, 
MJI won an Open Meetings 
Act case involving the City of 
Columbus at the Mississippi 
Supreme Court. The case set 
a critical precedent that politi-
cians cannot hold small meet-
ings for the purpose of side-
stepping open meetings laws.

“Meridian attorney Stephen 
Wilson is a brilliant lawyer 
and also deserves a great deal 
of credit for driving this case 
to completion,” said White.

The Open Meetings Act 
states that all offi cial public 
meetings of a government 

body where a quorum is pres-
ent should be open to the pub-
lic, with only a few exceptions. 
Now courts have bolstered 
the law with two rulings that 
say politicians may not pre-
arrange smaller meetings with 
the intent to avoid the require-
ments of the Open Meetings 
Act.

The Lauderdale Chancery 
Court’s ruling upholds an ini-
tial ruling by the Mississippi 
Ethics Commission in this 
case. “The Ethics Commission 
should be commended as well 
here,” said White. “They did 
excellent work uncovering the 
facts of this case and uphold-
ing transparent government.”

In its two year history, MJI 
has built a track record of suc-
cess, particularly in transpar-
ency and ethics laws cases. 
MJI has also sued Jackson 
over its onerous regulations on 
new taxi businesses, has suc-
cessfully defended the rights 
of Mississippi charter school 
parents in a landmark constitu-
tional case and has fi led a com-
plaint challenging Natchez’s 
violation of transparency laws.

To learn more about this 
case: http://www.msjustice.
org/case/lauderdale-open-
meetings-act/

Mississippi Blood Services 
(MBS) will be holding a blood 
drive with the University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center on the 
following days at the following 
locations:

Monday and Tuesday, June 
25 and 26, from 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. the MBS Donor Coach 
will be parked between the Guy-
ton Building and the School of 
Medicine.

Wednesday, June 27, from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. the MBS Donor 
Coach will be parked on the Bai-
ley Avenue side of the Jackson 
Medical Mall.

Thursday, June 28, from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m., the MBS Donor 
Coach will be parked at the front 
entrance to University Hospital.

Donors will receive a limited 

edition blue T-shirt (while sup-
plies last). All donors will au-
tomatically be registered in the 
MBS Save Our Summer $1,000 
Giveaway.

The Save Our Summer $1,000 
Giveaway summer promotion, 
which runs through Saturday, 
August 18, is now under way. 
Every week during the promo-
tion, Mississippi Blood Services 
will be giving away $1,000 to 
a donor. All donors at all blood 
drive and fi xed site locations are 
eligible. One donor every week 
will win $1,000 during the 12-
week promotion.

Donations count Sunday 
through Saturday; names will 
be drawn the following Mon-
day. Every time a donor donates 
during the promotion, he or she 
is eligible to win in that week’s 

drawing. Mississippi Blood Ser-
vices is giving away $12,000 
during 12 weeks of summer – 
$1,000 to a donor every week 
for 12 weeks.

Donating blood is safe, simple 
and it saves lives. Donors must 
be at least 16 years old (16-year-
olds need signed parental con-
sent, visit our Web site for a 
copy of the form), weigh at least 
110 pounds and have a valid ID.

You can visit our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
give2live and follow MSblood-
services on Twitter. Download 
the free MBS app for your 
smartphone and/or tablet and 
keep up with all things MBS! 
#Give1Save3.

Visit us at msblood.com or call 
us at (888) 90-BLOOD (902-
5663) for more information.

Gov. Phil Bryant announced 
recently that he has appointed 
retired Col. Gregory S. Mi-
chel director of the Missis-
sippi Emergency Management 
Agency.

The appointment is effective 
immediately. Michel takes over 
for J.W. Ledbetter, Bryant’s 
senior criminal justice policy 
advisor, who has overseen 
MEMA operations since last 
month, when former director 
Lee Smithson resigned.

Michel began his military 
career in February 1988, when 
he enlisted into the Mississippi 
Army National Guard with the 
1-155th Infantry Battalion as 
a combat medical specialist in 
his hometown of McComb. He 
was commissioned as an infan-
try offi cer through the Army 
ROTC program at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi in 
1991.

He spent his fi rst 10 years as 
a traditional guardsman where 
he mobilized in support of Op-
eration Desert Storm and com-
pleted three rotations through 
the National Training Center 
at Ft. Irwin, Calif. During this 
period, he served in numerous 
leadership positions in the In-
fantry Battalion to include rifl e 
platoon leader, support platoon 
leader, company executive offi -
cer, and company commander.

“Colonel Michel brings a 
wealth of experience to MEMA 

as we enter the heart of hur-
ricane season,” Bryant said. 
“He served well the people 
of Mississippi and our nation 
for almost three decades as a 
member of our National Guard, 
defending our freedom and en-
suring our national security at 
home and abroad. I am certain 
that service will continue in his 
new role, and I am delighted he 
has accepted this appointment.”

In May of 1998, Michel en-
tered active duty with the Na-
tional Guard. In 2004, he de-
ployed to Iraq with the 1-155th 
Infantry Battalion as the bat-
talion executive offi cer serving 
in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.

His awards include the 
Bronze Star, Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal, the Combat Infan-
tryman’s Badge and numerous 
others.

“I am both humbled and hon-

ored to accept this assignment 
from Governor Bryant as di-
rector, Mississippi Emergency 
Management Agency,” Michel 
said. “I love Mississippi and the 
people that make Mississippi 
what it is. Mississippi is home. 
To have responsibility for their 
safety in times of emergency 
is signifi cant, and I do not take 
that responsibility lightly. I am 
proud to serve Mississippi in 
this role and look forward to 
working with the great team of 
men and women at MEMA.”

Michel earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business and mar-
keting from the University of 
Southern Mississippi in 1992, 
a master’s degree from Touro 
University in 1994 and an ad-
ditional master’s from the U.S. 
Army War College in 2016.

He served as president of the 
National Guard Association of 
Mississippi in 2014-2015. He 
has served as regional chair-
man of the Training Center 
Commander’s Advisory Coun-
cil since 2015. Michel is a 2013 
graduate of Mississippi Eco-
nomic Council’s Leadership 
Mississippi and is past chair-
man of the American Heart 
Association’s Forrest-Lamar 
County Heart Walk. He has 
served as board advisor of the 
Better Life Foundation since 
2011.

Michel and his wife, Rachel, 
live in Ridgeland. They have 
one daughter, Anna Morgan.
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Garrett 
Enterprises 

Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3079 - Food Service Frozen Food, Meat Products, Crackers and Chips

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) July 12, 2018, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at  
HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

6/21/2018 6/28/2018

LEGAL
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AIRLINES ARE HIRING -  Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-
367-2510.
HEALTHCARE CAREER TRAINING
ONLINE. Start a New Career in Medical
Billing and Coding.  Medical
Administrative Assistant.  To learn more,
call Ultimate Medical Academy.  866-
238-7025

SPECIALTY HEALTHCARE NURSING
AGENCY needs RNs and LPNs in
Vicksburg, Kosciusko, Oxford, Canton
and Jackson, MS. If you are interested,
please contact the office at 601-427-
5973.

RIVER CRUISE WEDDINGS and
EVENTS on the Sweet Olive Tour Boat
cruising the Barnett Reservoir.  Enclosed
ac/heated comfort. Call 601-559-3387
or visit www.janddtours.com 

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS ADS for one
low rate. Call Sue at 601-981-3060.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY,
ONE DAY UPDATES! We specialize in
safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip flooring
and seated showers.  Call for a free in-
home consultation:  1-855-536-2188

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350  procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress.
Ad# 6118

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Get Your
Diabetic Testing Supplies at Little to No
Cost and Have Them Delivered Right to
Your Door. Shipping is FREE! We accept
most insurance and Medicare Part D. Call
Now! 877-581-6495
DO YOU USE A CPAP MACHINE for
sleep apnea? Get your FDA approved
CPAP machine and supplies at little or no
cost! Free sleep supplement and sleep
guide included! Call 855-234-0202!
(Mon-Fri)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit: 888-964-0893
STRUGGLING WITH HEARING
LOSS? Call now and claim your Free
Caption Phone today! Your calls are cap-
tioned Free! Communicate easier with
anyone with ClearCaption. Call 855-
424-4893 NOW!
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE. Over 150
Channels. ONLY $35/month (for 12
mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa
Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions
apply) CALL 1- 855-978-3110.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Call  1-877-628-3143

OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE?  Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help! 1-866-833-
1513

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

I n s u r a n c e

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

H o m e  I m p r o v e m e n t

C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

E v e n t s

F o r  S a l e

E m p l o y m e n t  -  M e d .

A u c t i o n s S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

Week of June 17, 2018

Public Auction
Liquidation of World Sales & Top Dog
Saturday, June 23, 10 a.m.
11625 Hwy. 64 • Eads, TN

From I-40 in Memphis, take Hwy. 64
East approx. 5 milles to sale site.

2 Trucks, Selco Cardboard Baler,
T1-11 Siding-4x8-19/32, New Fur-
niture - sofas, chairs, recliners,
loveseats, Several Sections of Pal-
let Racking and Gondola Shelving,
Goodman Central Units - 10 ton /
460V, and more!

Visit our web site at: 
www.americanauctionusa.com

for full details or call
American Auction Co.
Keith Moore,731-610-1458

#TFL4309, #TAL5175

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call Sue at
MS Press Services 

601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortifi cation and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

 For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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THE BUSINESS OF
GOVERNMENT IS

THE BUSINESS OF
THE PEOPLE.

THE BUSINESS OF
GOVERNMENT IS

THE BUSINESS OF
THE PEOPLE.

THE BUSINESS OF
GOVERNMENT IS

THE BUSINESS OF
THE PEOPLE.

Search thousands of government 
public notices published in dozens of 
Mississippi newspapers — all in one 

convenient location. 

Search thousands of government public 
notices published in dozens of 

Mississippi newspapers — all in one 
convenient location. 

Search thousands of government 
public notices published in dozens 

of Mississippi newspapers 
— all in one convenient location. 

MSPUBLICNOTICES.ORG MSPUBLICNOTICES.ORG

A free service of the Mississippi Press Association
and your local newspaper

A free service of the Mississippi Press Association
and your local newspaper

A free service of the Mississippi Press Association
and your local newspaper

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6 3.33 x 6

With Lifeline, telephone or broadband service is

within reach.

 

Qualified Mississippi low-income residents may receive 
discounted service from AT&T under the Lifeline Program.
Customers must meet certain eligibility criteria based on 
income level or participate in the following financial 
assistance programs:
� Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
(formerly Food Stamps)

� Medicaid
� Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
� Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit
� Federal Public Housing Assistance
� Income level at or below 135% of the federal poverty guideline
Customers must reside in an area where AT&T participates
in the Lifeline Program. In addition, if you live on federally
recognized tribal lands and are eligible for benefits through
any qualifying program above or the Bureau of Indian Affairs
for Tribal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Head
Start Subsidy or Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations, you may qualify for Tribal Link-Up and 
expanded Lifeline Assistance.
Please call your local AT&T customer support 
center at 855.301.0355 and ask about Lifeline 
or visit us at att.com/lifeline.
Lifeline is a government assistance program, the service is nontransferable, only eligible consumers may enroll in the 
program, supporting documentation is necessary for enrollment, and the program is limited to one discount per house-
hold consisting of either wireline or wireless service or an Internet plan with speeds of at least 15MB download and 2MB
upload at an eligible location. Consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished by
fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program. AT&T’s Lifeline Program is not available in all areas. Offers subject to change.
©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe logo are registered trademarks of AT&T Intellectual
Property. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

If you think
you can’t afford
telephone or 
Internet service,
think again!
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� Medicaid
� Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
� Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit
� Federal Public Housing Assistance
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for Tribal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Head
Start Subsidy or Food Distribution Program on Indian 
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center at 855.301.0355 and ask about Lifeline 
or visit us at att.com/lifeline.
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hold consisting of either wireline or wireless service or an Internet plan with speeds of at least 15MB download and 2MB
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©2018 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe logo are registered trademarks of AT&T Intellectual
Property. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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telephone or 
Internet service,
think again!
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When the vi-
cious assassin of 
celebrated Civil 
Rights leader 
Medgar Wiley 
Evers murdered 
him in cold 

blood, before his wife and chil-
dren June 12, 1963, little did he 
realize that he had crowned a 
new icon, leader and martyr.

Fifty years after the ruthless 
slaughter of this legend, his 
glowing image grows by leaps 
and bounds in people’s eyes, 
perceptions and perspectives.

2018 marks the 55th anni-
versary of the tragedy. Evers’ 
accomplishments, dreams and 
vision attracted focus, emphasis 
and priase all over the world, es-
pecially in Jackson Mississippi. 
The anniversary sparked jubila-
tion and celebration along with 
the determination to complete 
the task he started.

Universal recognition
All over the Jackson metropo-

lis, and beyond, groups, fami-
lies, friends, fans and even foes, 
congregated in churches, mu-
seums theatres, assembly halls 
and meeting spots to salute this 
monumental fi gure, his wife and 
children. They also highlighted 
his achievements, as well as the 
challenges that lie ahead.

Talented folks
A signifi cant aspect of this 

celebration was the rise and 
avalanche of talented people to 
the forefront to honor this great 
man. They remembered him in 
prayers, poems, performances, 
food, fun, family reunions, 
speeches, spoken word and re-
fl ections. 

The argument can be ad-
vanced that Medgar Evers died 
so that African-American, and 
other minority talents, can 
bloom and blossom in America 
and indeed around the globe. 

Yes, the performance and output 
of folks with Evers as the cen-
terpiece, bears manifest testi-
mony of this assertion.

DeAnna Tisdale Johnson: 
song maestro

Tisdale electrifi ed the city 
with her singing at the Jackson 
museum where people shared 
stories of his life, love and leg-
acy. Her presentation was mar-
velously fabulous. She is the 
daughter of Jackson Advocate 
proprietors, the Late Charles 
Tisdale and publisher Alice Tis-
dale.

McGuinis spoken word star
Professor and poet, McGui-

ness, a Jackson State Univer-
sity instructor and spoken word 
icon, at the same event, pre-
sented Evers as a great reformer 
and revolutionary, who left in-
delible imprints on the sands of 
time. His dynamic presentation 
lauded the icon as simply ex-
traordinary. His tone, pitch, ar-
ticulation and argument elicited 
a standing ovation.

MADDRAMA
Jackson State University’s 

celebrated group, Mad Drama 
stirred, educated, enlightened 
and sensitized the public on 
Evers’ role and place in his-
tory. Blending oratory, praise, 
condemnation, music and per-
suasion, they submitted that the 
work he started is still not done 
and needs to be continued. Their 
eloquence, enunciation and 
overall production was impres-
sive and inspiring.

Oratory
Speakers at New Horizon 

Church and the African Ameri-
can Art Shop on Monument and 
Farish Streets, led serious dis-
cussions on Evers’ bequest and 
what needs to be done to allevi-
ate the still disastrous plight of 
African Americans who grapple 
with poverty, poor housing, in-
adequate transportation, high 
crime rates and imprisonment.

Medgar Evers 
Assassination 

Jubilee
Talents surge

to celebrate the icon
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Evers’ role and place in his-
tory. Blending oratory, praise, 
condemnation, music and per-
suasion, they submitted that the 
work he started is still not done 
and needs to be continued. Their 
eloquence, enunciation and 
overall production was impres-

Speakers at New Horizon 
Church and the African Ameri-
can Art Shop on Monument and 
Farish Streets, led serious dis-
cussions on Evers’ bequest and 

ate the still disastrous plight of 
African Americans who grapple 
with poverty, poor housing, in-
adequate transportation, high 

Yes, the performance and output By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
Contributing Writer

PHOTOS  BY DR. JERRY KOMIA DOMATOB



FILM REVIEW:
“TAG”
BFFS PLAY CUTTHROAT VERSION 
OF KIDS GAME IN FACT-BASED 
CAT-AND-MOUSE COMEDY

 www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 17JUNE 21 - 27, 2018

As kids, fi ve BFFs from 
Spokane, Washington began 
playing Tag with no idea that, 
over the intervening years, an 
innocuous children’s game 
might gradually morph into a 
cutthroat version where each 
would go to extraordinary 
lengths to pass on or avoid be-
coming “It.” Several decades 
later, despite bearing all the 
responsibilities associated with 

adulthood, the guys remain 
ever vigilant for another tap on 
the shoulder.

The competitive quintet came 
to the attention of Wall St. Jour-
nal reporter Mark Steilen who 
wrote an article about their 
imaginative antics entitled, 
“It Takes Planning, Caution to 
Avoid Being It.” Soon thereaf-
ter, Hollywood came-a-callin’ 
seeking to retain the rights to 
their story.

The upshot is Tag, the least 

like likely of sports fl icks since 
Dodge Ball (2004). The movie 
marks the feature fi lm directo-
rial debut of Jeff Tomsic, who 
had previously only been at the 
helm of assorted TV show pro-
ductions. Tomsic assembled a 
big-name cast, with Jon Hamm, 
Ed Helms Jeremy Renner, 
Hannibal Buress and Jake John-
son portraying the protagonists 
of the bawdy buddy comedy.

At the point of departure, 
we fi nd Hoagie (Helms), a 

veterinarian by profession, 
taking a job as a janitor at an 
insurance company just to be 
able to shock a rival, Callahan 
(Hamm), the fi rm’s CEO. That 
gives you an idea of the elabo-
rate ruses involved.

While this novel adventure 
gets an A for creativity, its char-
acters frequent resort to unnec-
essary cursing proves to be a 
self-sabotaging distraction. Af-
ter all, Tag is still a little kids’ 
game, even if it’s big kids play-

ing it. So, in this critic’s opin-
ion, the fi lm would’ve worked 
better with a squeaky clean 
script.

Nevertheless, the series of 
screwball stunts held my inter-
est for the duration, despite the 
profusion of profanities. Best 
of all, were the priceless clips 
which ran during the closing 
credits of the real-life pals pull-
ing off their pranks.

A nostalgic walk down Mem-
ory Lane courtesy of the ulti-

mate game of Tag. You’re it!
Very Good (2.5 stars)
Rated R for pervasive pro-

fanity, crude humor, sexuality, 
drug use and brief nudity

Running time: 100 minutes
Production Studios: Broken 

Road Productions / New Line 
Cinema

Distributor: Warner Brothers 
Pictures

To see the trailer for Tag, vis-
it: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9rQu77pgnpg

 By Kam Williams
Columnist

It’s hard to fathom why it has 
taken Disney and Pixar 14 years 
to release a follow-up to The In-
credibles. After all, it not only 
won the Academy Award for 
Best Animated Feature, but it 
grossed over $600 million at the 
box offi ce. During the interim, 
creator Brad Bird instead made 
Ratatouille (2007), Mission: Im-
possible (2011) and Tomorrow-
land (2015) before turning his 
attention to writing and directing 
Incredibles 2.

The great news is that this 
thoroughly entertaining sequel 
is well worth the wait. And most 
of the actors playing members 
of the crime-fi ghting Parr fam-
ily are back. Craig T. Nelson and 

Holly Hunter reprise their roles 
as parents Bob (Mr. Incredible) 
and Helen (Elastigirl), as do Eli 
Fucile and Sarah Vowell as baby 
Jack Jack and 14 year-old Violet. 
10 year-old Dash is now por-
trayed by Huck Milner, since the 
original kid’s voice deepened.

Samuel L. Jackson has also 
returned as family friend and fel-
low superhero Lucius Best/Fro-
zone. Noteworthy additions to 
the ensemble include Catherine 
Keener, Isabella Rossellini and 
Bob Odenkirk.

The picture picks up precisely 
where the fi rst left off. Jack Jack 
is still a toddler, but learning to 
harness the superpowers that had 
just started to manifest towards 
the end of the previous episode. 
At the point of departure, we fi nd 

the Parrs being forced into re-
tirement by a government agent 
(Jonathan Banks) because of 
the costly collateral damage of 
their last operation.

Of course, that doesn’t last 
long. Helen is soon coaxed 
back into her stretchy superhero 
suit by a rich fan (Odenkirk) for 
a photo op designed to resurrect 
her disgraced clan’s image. The 
impromptu sex role reversal has 
Bob staying home to assume 
the child-rearing and domestic 
duties.

Next thing you know, Helen 
is further recruited to subdue 
Screenslaver (Bill Wise), a pizza 
delivery guy-turned-hacker who 
has started hijacking people’s 
computer screens.

Might someone else be behind 

a wider diabolical plot to hypno-
tize all of humanity? If so, that 
might call for the rest of the Parrs 
to morph into their superhero al-
ter egos and join the fi ght.

What ensues is another visual-
ly-captivating, dizzying delight 

for young and old alike. Pixar 
and Disney have done it again!

Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG for action and brief 

mild epithets
Running time: 118 minutes
Production Studios: Pixar Ani-

mation Studios / Walt Disney 
Pictures

Distributor: Walt Disney Stu-
dios Motion Pictures

To see a trailer for Incredibles 
2, visit: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=i5qOzqD9Rms

 By Kam Williams
Columnist

FILM REVIEW: Incredibles 2 
Parr family back to battle diabolical villain hypnotizing humanity

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by John Lennon

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING 
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX 
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

College Hill Men’s Day 2018
College Hill Baptist Church  •  Jackson, Miss.  •  June 17, 2018College Hill Baptist Church  •  Jackson, Miss.  •  June 17, 2018
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June 20 - 26, 2018

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

TOP  SILROIN
STEAK

PER  LB.

$499

SELECT  

BALL  PARK
FRANKS

15  OZ.

2/$3

FAMILY  PACK  

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$159

BLUE  BONNET

SPREAD  
MARGARINE
45  OZ.  ......................................

 $279

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SHREDDED
CHEESE
2  LB.  BAG  ..................................

$599

KRAFT  AMERICAN

SLICED
CHEESE
16  OZ. ...................................... 

$299

ASSORTED

YOPLAIT
GREEK  YOGURT
4 - 5.3  OZ. ...............................   89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

ORANGE
JUICE
64  OZ. ......................................  

$169
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

COB  CORN
4  - 8  CT. ......................................... 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CRINKLE  CUT
POTATOES
2  LB. ............................................ 

2/$5

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$279

FAMILY  PACK

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$179

FRESH

ALABAMA
PEACHES

PER  LB.

$119

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BOTTOM

SHOULDER
STEAK

PER  LB.,  FAMILY  PACK

$299

FIELDSTONE

MARKET
BACON

PER  LB.

$279

FAMILY  PACK  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

PER  LB.

79¢

FAMILY  PACK

CATFISH
NUGGETS

PER  LB.

$139

PEPSI
PRODUCTS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$10

QUARTER  LOIN

PORK
CHOPS

PER  LB. 

$129

BAGGED

RUSSET  POTATOES
8  LB.

$299
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GREEN  &  CRISP,  PREMIUM  ROMAINE, 
 LETTUCE  TRIO,  ROMAINE  WITH  DOUBLE  CARROTS

FRESH  EXPRESS
SALADS

9 - 11  OZ.

2/$3

MISSISSIPPI

SWEET
POTATOES

2  LBS.

$100




