KEEFERS OF THE KNCWLEDGE FOR PEQOPLE WHO SPEAK THE TRUTH SINCE 1993

HE-MissIssippl

www.mississippilink.com

LINK

VoL. 24, No. 25

ESSA demands full
transparency on K-12
educational funding

The Every Student Succeeds Act, President Obama’s education law, calls for
transparency in school funding. PEXELS.COM

By Lauren Poteat
TriceEdneyWire.com

Public school systems through-
out the nation will now be re-
quired to be a lot more transparent
when it comes to school funding.

According to the federal Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA),
signed into law by President
Barack Obama in 2015, all pub-
lic schools nationwide, will be
required to give fully-detailed
reports on how and where they
spend institutional funding.

The ESSA reporting require-
ment for school funding begins in
December 2019, and supporters
of the rule, including the NAACP,
believe it will help to encour-
age greater educational equity,
particularly among schools serv-
ing large numbers of black and
Hispanic students in low-income
neighborhoods.

“We need more equitable and
adequate funding for all schools
serving students of color,” said
Victor Goode, the education di-
rector for the NAACP. “Why?
Because education funding has
been inadequate and unequal for
students of color for hundreds of
years. Second, privatization forc-
es are working to eliminate our
public schools and, with it, trans-
parency, public accountability and
access to all.”

Goode said that ESSA requires
a breakdown of how student need
is met with a focus on equity over
equal distribution for funding.

Goode continued: “That ex-
plains the reason behind the
school-by-school, per  pupil
spending report. This kind of pub-
lic transparency is a good thing
and can help provide more mean-
ingful parental and community
engagement, which is also essen-
tial to accountability and achiev-
ing educational equity.”

According to the Brookings In-
stitution, a nonprofit public policy
organization, based in Washing-
ton, D.C., that conducts research
on solving societal problems lo-
cally, nationwide and globally,
to date minority students are still
far more less likely than white
students to have adequate school
resources.

In addition, the Brookings Insti-
tution reported that schools with
predominantly black and Hispan-
ic children, on average, are nearly
twice as large as white schools —
reaching an estimated 3,000 stu-
dents or more in most cities, with
lower-quality curriculum offer-
ings and less qualified teachers (in
terms of levels of education, cer-
tification and training in the fields
they teach), all of which George
H. Lambert Jr., president and CEO
of the Greater Washington Urban

League, believes can be rectified
through adequate funding.

“Through the availability of
[ESSA] data, black and [Hispan-
ic] educators can begin to prove
that black and [Hispanic] students
suffer from funding disparities
and the lack of teachers in the
classroom who look like them or
represent their perspective,” Lam-
bert said. “We need better, more
transparent data on school fund-
ing. The availability of such data
and our ability to access it forces
greater urgency on what is, argu-
ably the most important issue of
our time.”

Lambert said that any discus-
sion on educational equity should
acknowledge the  enormous
achievement gaps that still plague
black and Hispanic students.

“If these gaps aren’t closed, our
community doesn’t have much of
a future,” Lambert said.” Even
though high school graduation
rates are better now than 30 years
ago, we still face a situation where
more than a quarter of black stu-
dents, for example, are dropping
out. Most black students in the
largest U.S. cities are attending
schools with high concentrations
of poverty. Over half of our young,
black men are either dropping out
or finishing K-12 late, hence 1 in 3
end up trapped in some fashion in
the criminal justice system.”

Despite high approval from
many civil rights organizations,
school district administrators, like
Robert Lowry, the deputy director
of the New York State Council of
School Superintendents still be-
lieve that the new law might shine
light on imbalanced revenue and
create the perception that some
students are being shortchanged,
even when this may not be the
case.

“We question whether the
state officials would even have
the expertise and the capacity to
evaluate spending levels between
schools,” Lowry told Education
Week.

Though Lowry’s concerns may
be valid, Lambert believes that
full transparency is a plus.

“This is a good way to learn
about flaws in the system and
how those flaws are aggravated
by a lack of black and [Hispanic]
expertise and perspective in the
curriculum, the classroom and the
leadership office,” Lambert said.
“We can also find out if school
districts with a larger number of
black and [Hispanic] educators
are experiencing high levels of
funding disparities and uneven at-
tention from policymakers.”

Learn more about the Every
Student Succeeds Act at www.
nnpa.org/essa.
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College

Hill

celebrating 111 years

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

College Hill Baptist Church
had its humble beginning under
an oak tree in 1907 and on April
8 the church family celebrated
its 111th year church anniversa-
ry, the last church anniversary
service to be held in the current
edifice.

Father and son church mem-
bers Ricky and Demosthenes
Jones, athletes who were foot-
ball quarterbacks, served as
program guides. The duo set up
plays to move the service along
smoothly, and in the end, the
College Hill family was the vic-
tor of this historical anniversary
service.

Early in the service, the Col-
lege Hill Mass Choir drew
standing ovations, and a per-
sonal testimony of discipleship
before the benediction brought
tears of joy to many in the con-
gregants.

The message entitled “Do It
For The Vine” was delivered
by the Rev. C. Edward Rhodes,
pastor of Mount Helm Baptist
Church in Jackson. His text was
taken from John 15:1-7. He re-
minded the congregation that
College Hill has survived over
a century because the church is
connected to the true vine. He
also declared that this anniver-
sary is not just for looking back
but one for looking ahead to
what God wants the church to
do for His Glory.

Rhodes stated that College
Hill must take fallen members
and restore them just as Jesus
did. He said that when mem-
bers get upset and stop produc-
ing fruit, it is only because that
vine has fallen to the ground
and sometimes cannot get up.
Everybody has fallen at some
point Rhodes stated and just as
Jesus did, the church must pick
them up, wash them off and
make them productive.

College Hill Pastor Michael
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Pulpit ministers (front row) guest speaker CE Rhodes, College Hill Pastor Michael Williams and Sam
Gleese; (back row) Wayne McDaniels, Justin Wyatt and William Wheeler

College Hill Mass Choir

Williams stated that Rhodes had
delivered a powerful sermon
and he thanked him for leaving
his congregation to share with
the College Hill family.
Williams said that this an-
niversary service would be the
last one to take place in the cur-
rent sanctuary. Several years

ago, under his leadership, the
church initiated a Capital Cam-
paign to support the building
of a new edifice. The ground
breaking will take place within
the coming months. During
construction, church services
will be held in the church’s
family life center.

Deacon Frank Yates served
as chairman of the anniver-
sary committee. The Mass
Choir was directed by Brandon
Mitchell, director of music at
College Hill.

The church is located at 1600
Florence Avenue in Jackson.

See photos page 19

50th Anniversary of
King Assassination

Coretta King’s Last Wish
to Expose Secrets About
Her Husband’s Killing is

Yet Unfulfilled

By Dr. Barbara A. Reynolds
TriceEdneyWire.com

still in place.

As the nation has commemorated the
death of the martyred leade, hopefully
there will be a renewed effort to bare sub-

Efforts must be increased to break down
the wall of secrecy surrounding the as-
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
who was gunned down April 4, 1968 as he
stepped out onto the balcony of the Lor-

raine Motel in Memphis.

That was one of the last wishes of his
wife, Coretta Scott King. It was under-
scored by the findings of a rarely discussed
December 9, 1999 jury trial in Memphis
which concluded that King was the victim
of assassination by a conspiracy involving

21st Century.

the Memphis Police Department as well as
local, state and federal government agen-
cies, movement insiders and the Mafia.
Coretta King died January 31, 2006. The
secrecy shrouding the death of Dr. King is

merged information that could finally set
the record straight about the role of U.S.
governmental agencies in a plan to elimi-
nate King who had emerged as one who
millions perceive as the most successful
African-American protest leader of the

fied someone else, not James Earl Ray, as
the shooter and agreed that Ray had been

Coretta King PHOTO: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

In a civil suit filed by Coretta in Mem-
phis, a jury of six whites and six blacks,
affirmed the trial’s evidence which identi-

set up to take the blame.
“The trial only proved what our family

King
Continued on page 3
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Jackson sailor commemorates 50th
Anniversary of MLK Jr.’s death
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JACKSON MUNICIFAL AIRFORT AUTHORITY

U.S. Navy firefighter and Jackson, Mississippi native, Terrence Johnson, speaks at a bell ringing cer-
emony as part of international ceremonies commemorating the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s assassination. This commemoration took place Wednesday evening aboard Naval Support
Activity Mid-South, 20 miles north of where Dr. King was killed in Memphis at 6:01 p.m., April 4, 1968.

The bell was rung 39 times to honor the age Dr. King was at his death. PHOTO BY MASS COMMUNICATION
SPECIALIST 2ND CLASS MASON GILLAN
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IN MEMORIAM

Linda Richard Jones
January 22, 1948 - April 2, 2018

On a nice winter day, an angel was born
on January 22, 1948 to the late Jim and
Gracie Ann Richard. Her name was Linda
Richard. Linda was preceded in death by
both parents; both brothers, Ellis Catchings,
Sr. and Willie Lambert Catchings; a sister,
Gloria Jean Richard Taylor; a sister-in-law,
Ernestine Catchings; a brother-in-law, Wil-
lie Taylor; and one great granddaughter,
Bailey.

Linda met the love of her life, Coach
Louis “Butch” Jones Jr. in 1970. They were
married March 2, 1972 and to this union six
children were born.

Linda graduated from Jim Hill High
School in 1966 where she was May Queen

twice. After graduation, she attended Jack-
son State College, (now Jackson State Uni-
versity) where she majored in Biology and
Social Science with a minor in Library Sci-
ence.

Linda worked at Avco Financial Ser-
vices, as a finance administrator, McRae’s
(now Belk) in the collections department
and Jackson Hinds Library System as an
administrative assistant. She retired from
Jackson Hinds Library System in June
2000.

Linda was also a member of the 100
Black Women of Jackson, Inc.

Linda joined Farish Street Baptist Church
at an early age. She was a member of the

Cherubim Choir, attended Sunday School,
was a member of Circle of Faith and chair-
person of Deaconess until her health failed.

Linda leaves to mourn and cherish her
memories: a loving and devoted husband
of 46 years, Louis Jones Jr.; six children,
DeJuan (Pam), Carlos (Diane), Chloe (Ira);
Louis, Terrence and Jeremy; seven grand-
children, Shaina, Shante, Toni, Andrea,
Taylor, Cnyia and Iriel; three great grand-
children, Hailey, Nazavion and Miracle;
two sisters-in-law, Ann Catchings and Cas-
sandra Wells; play mother, Essie Broadwa-
ter; cousins Betty Foreman and Mabeline
Broomfield; and a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

King

Continued from page 1

had maintained all along,” Correta told me in her
memoir Coretta, “My Life, My Live, My Legacy.”

The jury’s proceeding went on for four weeks.
The 2,735-page transcript contains the sworn tes-
timony and dispositions of more than 70 law en-
forcement agents, reporters, civil rights leaders
and witnesses, some of whose statements contrast-
ed starkly with official reports.

Of particular interest was Loyd Jowers, owner
of Jim’s Grill, which was located beneath the
rooming house where the shots were supposedly
fired. Jowers said that he had been given $100,000
by a man with Mafia connections to help provide a
cover for the shooting. Jowers said he took the rifle
from a man named Raul, moments after King was
shot and hid it under his counter until it was picked
up the next morning by the shooter, a Memphis
police officer.

More than 2,000 reporters covered the O.J.
Simpson trial, but the mainstream media virtually
ignored the sworn testimony of law enforcement
agents and others who provided important insight
into the assassination of King. The testimony in-
cluded:

Ed Redditt, a Memphis detective and fireman
Floyd Newsum, the only two blacks assigned to
provide security for King were reassigned on April

3, the day before the assassination. Redditt said he
was guarded by a man, who identified himself as
a Secret Service agent, which raised questions of
why an agent would, whose job is usually to focus
on the president, be concerned with a lowly Mem-
phis police detective.

Judge Joe Brown, an experienced Memphis
court official as well as a seasoned hunter, told the
jury he believed the rifle that prosecutors used to
implicate Ray was not the rifle used to kill King.
“That weapon literally could not have hit the broad
side of a barn,” he said.

Don Wilson, an FBI agent working in the Atlanta
Bureau, said that in searching Ray’s car, several
days after the assassination he found pieces of a
handwritten note with the name “Raul” on it, the
same name of the man who had handed Jowers the
rifle for safekeeping after the assassination. Wil-
son, who is presently retired, also told me how the
agents laughed and joked about the murder of King.

The assassination of King raises serious question
about FBI involvement. After King questioned the
FBI’s sincerity in investigating the murder of civil
rights activists, Hoover in a November 1965 press
conference, shot back with a war of words, con-
demning King as “the most notorious liar in the
country,” as well as a communist.

DISCOVER

VICKSBURG...
for

Mayor George Flaggs, Jr.
Nertiv Ward Aldermaon Michael Mayfield, Sr.
Sowtr Ward Alderman Alew Movwsowr, Jr.

For more informatfion, visit us at:
wwwsyieksburg.org/

King quickly became a target of the FBI’s
COINTELPRO, an acronym for Counter Intel-
ligence Program that had the stated mission to
surveil, infiltrate, discredit and disrupt domestic
groups that the FBI deemed subversive. (This was
the same high-profile program that led to the dis-
mantling and murder of several Black Panthers.)

One well-reported incident of COINTELPRO
was a suicide letter and an audio tape the FBI
secretly sent to the home of King Nov. 3, 1964,
shortly before he was to receive the Nobel Peace
Prize. It accused him of committing indecent
sexual acts and suggested that the only way King
could save himself from national disgrace was to
commit suicide. Coretta played the tape and said
she heard people telling dirty jokes, but there was
no reference to her husband.

A 1977 court order resulted in the King papers
being sealed for 50 years and despite several inqui-
ries from various groups, the King files reportedly
numbering about 700,000 pages are not scheduled
to be opened until the year 2027. The sealing only
increases fears that many pertinent records will be
destroyed before that date leaving many questions
unanswered.

Old fears are being rekindled as several reports
suggest that the FBI’s COINTELPRO is being

reincarnated to monitor, surveil and contain so
called, “black identity extremists.” This informa-
tion using that label was obtained by Foreign Poli-
cy Magazine from an unofficial FBI report.

The document, according to the magazine,
warns that “black identity extremists” pose a
growing threat to law enforcement and that police
attacks on black Americans could spur “premedi-
tated, retaliatory lethal violence” against the po-
lice. As confirmed in The Root, the August 2014
shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo., was
the catalyst for widespread violence, the FBI re-
port says, concluding that continued “alleged” po-
lice abuses have fueled more violence.

While the report didn’t specifically mention
Black Lives Matters, it is difficult not to connect
the dots. There are several Black Lives Matter ac-
tivists who report being put under surveillance,
which sounds like the tactics of CONINTELPRO
created to neutralize the activities of Black activ-
ists.

Coretta called for all files to be opened to finally
lay out all the “facts pertinent to the truth of who
killed my beloved Martin.” So far, her wish has
been denied. And like in so many denials, history
could well be on the way to being repeated.

See photos page 5.
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Tom Joyner Foundation named HCC Utica Campus June 2018 School of the Month

Mississippi Link Newswire

Hinds Community College’s
Utica Campus has been selected
by the Tom Joyner Foundation
as its June 2018 School of the
Month.

The “School of the Month”
program is the signature pro-
gram of the foundation, which
supports historically black col-
leges and universities (HBCUs)
through fundraising efforts,
scholarships, endowments and
capacity-building enhance-
ments.

The designation is an opportu-
nity for supporters of the HBCU
campus to help raise money for
student scholarships. The Utica
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students per semester.

“We are so very proud that
the Tom Joyner Foundation
has selected Hinds Community
College’s Utica Campus as its
June 2018 School of the Month.
We are also proud to have Mr.
Joyner as our 2018 Commence-
ment speaker,” said Tyrone

Utica Campus.

“The Joyner Foundation has
made tremendous strides assist-
ing students in their quest for
academic achievement. This
partnership will allow so many
deserving students the opportu-
nity to obtain the education they
so rightfully deserve,” Jackson

campus enrolls more than 800 Jackson, vice president of the said.

/ /} i orl.

L

Joyner, a nationally syndicat-
ed radio and television host, will
speak at the Utica graduation,
set for 2 p.m. Sunday, May 13.
His show is the nation’s top syn-
dicated morning show, airing in
105 markets and reaching nearly
8 million listeners.

The Utica Campus is one of
two, two-year HBCUs selected

for the honor, which is tradi-
tionally reserved for four-year
institutions. Annually, the Tom
Joyner Foundation selects 11
HBCUs with which to partner.
During the partnership, funds
are raised in support of student
scholarships and other initiatives
to help sustain the HBCU.

Fundraising efforts include a
monthly day of giving by facul-
ty, staff and students; church and
community outreach programs;
a donor reception; alumni sup-
port initiatives and a visit from
Joyner.

All donations received during
the campaign will be used for
student scholarships at Hinds’

lected for June, the campaign of-
ficially kicked off March 1 and
will continue through Dec. 31.

Since 1998, Joyner’s founda-
tion has provided support to HB-
CUs to help sustain and preserve
their legacies through fundrais-
ing and donor development ini-
tiatives. More than $65 million
has been raised to support more
than 29,000 students attending
selected colleges and universi-
ties. Additionally, the foundation
has recommended internships,
offered matching grant support
and career development to de-
serving students.

To donate online, supporters

can go to the website: https://

Utica Campus. Although se- hub.hindscc.edu/tomjoyner.

Congratulations!

Madison County Business League & Foundation Executive Director Jan Collins
awarded Canton High School juniors Morgan Williams and Rucell Harris Jr. Madison

ANNOUNCEMENT

County Youth Leadership scholarships for participating in the 2017-18 program.

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church cordially in-
vites you to join in the celebrattion of a great milestone in
the history of our church: the installation service of our new
pastor, Reverend Willie Tobias Jr. We will observe this blessed
occasion Sunday, April 15,2018 at 3 p.m.

We are excited about the future ministry of our church under
his leadership. Your presence will make this event a memo-
rable experience for Rev. Tobias and our congregation. The
installation message will be delivered by Rev. Willie Tobias’
father, Rev. Willie Tobias Sr.

Rev. Willie Tobias Jr. is a resident of Madison, Miss. He
is married to Monica Tobias and God has blessed them with
one son and two daughters. Rev. Tobias earned a bachelor’s
degree in business administration from DeVry University,
a bachelor’s in biblical studies from Belhaven University, a
master’s degree in pastoral leadership from Indiana Wesleyan
University and a master’s degree in practical theology.

He currently has nine years of pastoral experience.

Rev. Tobias diligently serves in the transportation ministry
for the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. He also serves
as the 2nd vice president for the Jackson District Congress
of Christian Education. Rev. Tobias is a born again Christian
who loves the Lord. His motto is: “God is good, even when
we are not.”

For more information you may contact James Spiva at 601-
622-2575 or William “Bo” Brown at 601-983-9105.
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50th Anniversary Commemoration

of the Death of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Memphis, Tenn. * April 4

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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State testing
to begin soon

JPS gets rebate check
from Atmos Energy

Mississippi Link Newswire

The Jackson Public Schools
Food Service Department re-
ceived a rebate check for $3,200
April 3, from Atmos Energy
for installing energy-efficient
cooking equipment, water heat-
ers, and programmable thermo-
stats in the new Northwest Jack-
son Middle School cafeteria.
By choosing energy-efficient
equipment, JPS will also save
an estimated $2,200 a year in
natural gas costs.

The SmartChoice Program
for Atmos Energy rewards cus-
tomers who install energy effi-
cient equipment in homes and
businesses. The SmartChoice

JPS Food Service Director Mary Hill and Interim Superintendent Freddrick Murray, along with other District
officials, accept a rebate check from Atmos Energy and the Public Service Commission for $3,200.

program also recently installed
energy efficient pre-rinse spray
valves in all JPS cafeterias.

This no-cost program will save
an estimated $6,000 in natural
gas costs per year. JPS will also

conserve an estimated 60,000
gallons of water with the addi-
tion of this equipment.
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The  Mississippi  Aca- entand test on their scheduled

demic Assessment Program
(MAAP) testing window
opens Monday, April 16 and
continues through Friday,
May 18.

MAAP tests that will be ad-
ministered during this period
include:

Grades 3-8 English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) and Math-
ematics.

Grades 5 and 8 Science.

3rd Grade ELA-Literacy
Based Promotion Act (April
1627 only).

End of Course testing for
Algebra I, Biology I, English
IT and U.S. History.

Parents can help students
perform their best on state
tests by:

date and time. (Parents should
be sure to check with their
child’s school for exact testing
dates.)

Making sure they get ad-
equate rest and eat a healthy
breakfast.

Encouraging them to do
their best on the assessments.

Showing confidence in their
ability to do well.

The Mississippi Academic
Assessment Program is de-
signed to measure student
achievement on the Missis-
sippi College- and Career-
Readiness Standards. The
results are used in the state’s
accountability model to deter-
mine district and school per-
formance levels.

Wingfield High School chess
team places fifth in state meet

Mississippi Link Newswire

On March 24, the Wingfield
High School chess team partici-
pated in the Mississippi Scho-
lastic Chess Tournament. The
event was held at Mississippi
State University in Starkville.
The Wingfield chess team
placed fifth in the competition
which drew public and private
school teams as well as home-
school teams from across the
state.

“We bounced back from a
rocky performance mid-tour-
nament that put us out of trophy

contention, said Beth Thrasher,
the team’s coach. “We finally
gutted out a stirring last round
performance that won us the
fifth-place trophy to bring home
to Wingfield.”

The members of the Wing-
field chess team who competed
at the state tournament were:

William Smith, (Senior)

JKennthon Smith (Senior)

Camden Graham (Junior)

Sanchez Palmer (Junior)

Rodney Thomas (Sophomore)

Parnell Stephenson (Fresh-
man)

The Wingfield High School chess team celebrates a top-five finish in a
statewide meet held at Mississippi State. Beth Thrasher (center) is the
team’s coach.

Casey Elementary dedicated dad named 2018 JPS parent of the year

Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Public Schools named
Willis Barker Jr. its 2018 Parent
of the Year. JPS Interim Superin-
tendent Freddrick Murray made
the announcement at Casey El-
ementary School where Barker’s
twin sons attend school.

Barker is a retired military
man. He stands out even among
the exceptionally supportive
parents at Casey as a motivator,
Mr. Fixit, and generous giver.
Not only does he deliver snacks
to his own sons’ classrooms, but
he usually brings enough for an-
other class. He takes on any proj-
ect, from assembling furniture
to trimming trees.

As the chair of Watch D.O.G.S.
(Dads of Great Students), Bark-
er has led several successful
events. He led a Million Man
March on the first day of school
and several follow-up events to
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Barker

promote the involvement of fa-
thers and father figures at Casey
Elementary.

Casey teachers and staff gave
Barker glowing praise in recom-
mending him for Parent of the
Year.

“Mr. Barker does not work or

serve for awards or accolades,

-

Particiting in the Parent of the Year presentation were (from left) Fred-

drick Murray, JPS Interim Superintendent; Willis Barker Jr, honoree;
Rhoda Yoder, Casey principal; and Barker’s sons.

but simply to inspire and impact
all of those he comes in contact
with,” said first-grade teacher
Tiffany Johnson. “His presence
in our school speaks volumes

about who he is as a person.”

Students thrive with engage-
ment.

“His love for the children in
my classroom is seen every time
he enters,” said second-grade
teacher John Gandy. “He greets

my students with high fives,
hugs and respect.”

Barker is also active in his
church and civic groups. He is a
member of the Tougaloo Toast-
masters. He also serves as presi-
dent of both the men’s ministry
and outreach ministry at Alder-
sgate United Methodist Church.

He is married to Erica Man-
nery-Barker. Their sons are in
the second grade at Casey.

Each year, districts across the
state select a parent who has
displayed outstanding qualities
to enhance scholar experiences,
while cultivating partnerships
within their school community.
These individuals then move on
to be considered for the Missis-
sippi Parent of the Year award.

Jackson Public Schools would
like to thank our Parent of the
Year sponsors for these generous
gifts to our honoree:

* Plaque and a one-year mem-
bership to the Mississippi Civil
Rights and Mississippi History
Museums, courtesy of KPMG,
the school’s adopter.

* One-year membership, Mis-
sissippi Natural Science Mu-
seum.

* One-year membership, Mis-
sissippi Museum of Art and a
hardback book of the History of
Art in Mississippi.

* $50 gift certificate, Sal and
Mookie’s Restaurant, Mangia
Bene Restaurant Group.

* $25 gift card to Barnes and
Noble, courtesy of Southern
Farm Bureau.

» Four I-day passes to the
Mississippi Children’s Museum.

* Four 1-day passes and a gift
package, Mississippi Sports Hall
of Fame.

¢ Gift basket, Jackson Public
Schools Partners in Education.
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USM Center builds momentum as
leader in entrepreneurship education

The Mississippi Link Newswire

An entrepreneurial spirit has
served as a cornerstone of eco-
nomic development in the State
of Mississippi for more than
100 years. At The University of
Southern Mississippi, entrepre-
neurship is recognized and her-
alded as a catalyst for the state’s
continued success.

At the heart of its commitment
to excel as a leader in entrepre-
neurship training, is the uni-
versity’s Center for Economic
and Entreprencur Education
(CEEE). The center serves as an
educational resource for K-12
educators and students in South
Mississippi. Established by the
College of Business in 2005,
CEEE bridges educational gaps
in economic, entrepreneurship
and financial literacy through
relevant, hands-on learning.

Through its flagship South-
ern Entrepreneurship Program
(SEP), the center has worked
directly with more than 4,000
high school students. Launched
in 2007, the SEP is a statewide
youth initiative designed to ad-
vance innovation and entrepre-
neurship education efforts in
Mississippi.

SEP programming consists
of an annual series of regional,
virtual and statewide student op-
portunities/competitions,  each
specifically designed to introduce
high school students to essential
topics like opportunity recogni-
tion, market validation and essen-
tial/soft skills. The SEP was de-
veloped as a critical response to
the lack of existing entrepreneur-
ship training within Mississippi’s
K-12 educational system.

Director James Wilcox notes
that while most entrepreneurial
startups/programs tend to cap-
size well before reaching their
10-year anniversary, the CEEE’s
momentum represents a testa-
ment to its value.

“We’ve worked tirelessly to
identify very real needs within
our state, and just like a private
startup, we painstakingly bal-
ance the costs and available re-
sources to strategically address
those needs in a sustainable
way,” said Wilcox, who served
as a graduate assistant and pro-
gram coordinator before taking
over as director in 2011.

Greenville High student Alex Jackson discusses his startup enterprise during one of the Southern En-
trepreneurship Program events.

The Southern Entrepreneur-
ship Program offers tangible
proof of the CEEE’s credibility.
What began as a fledging idea
with just four high schools par-
ticipating, has blossomed into a
thriving and popular enterprise
involving more than 50 high
schools spread across the state.

“The truth is, we’ve never
needed to recruit new schools,”
he said. “Growth has been com-
pletely organic. The real effort
comes in delivering on that ex-
pectation of new, innovative
experiences each semester. This
academic year has seen some of
the most exciting student events
that we’ve ever attempted. A
growing support network at both
the local and state levels has
made this possible.”

Wilcox takes particular pride
in watching the development of
high school students who par-
ticipate in the SEP initiative. He
stresses that the center has be-
come a beacon of awareness and
a bridge builder for economic
opportunities among Mississip-
pi’s youth.

Roderick Moore, personal fi-
nance instructor at Hattiesburg
High School, is a big fan of the
center and particularly the SEP.
Moore has chaperoned dozens
of Hattiesburg High students
through SEP-sponsored com-

petitions over the past several
years.

“The SEP has been an out-
standing and robust real-world
learning experience for my
students,” he said. “They have
acquired real entrepreneurship
and personal finance skills that
are practical and have expanded
classroom and even personal en-
deavors.”

Faye Gilbert, dean of the
USM College of Business, says
the CEEE’s focus is quite simple
— to make it easier to teach and
to learn basic principles of en-
trepreneurship and economics.
She considers the center to be an
invaluable resource, not only for
the University, but for the State
of Mississippi.

“We believe and have seen
that students who enter the state-
wide competition in entrepre-
neurship, for example, can then
earn the funds they need to at-
tend college,” said Gilbert. “We
believe and have seen teachers
transform their schools as their
students reach for the next round
of competitions. I am grateful
that we are a part of this focus on
infusing our educational systems
with accurate information for
entrepreneurship and economic
education.”

Among the CEEE’s new ini-
tiatives for 2018 is the piloting

of a seed fund for university
student startups. In addition to
providing increased support to
university-based startups, the
effort’s goal is to begin identify-
ing key entrepreneurship and in-
novation stakeholders within the
campus community.

As the CEEE looks to the fu-
ture, Wilcox points out that an
important objective of the center
is to change the perception many
young people have about the
state’s economic potential. He
says that in conversations with
high schools students oftentimes
he hears the phrase: “Mississippi
is for old people” or “It’s a retire-
ment state.” But with each pass-
ing year students participating in
the SEP demonstrate a different
and brighter reality.

“Their stories bring new
awareness to a promising future
of untapped opportunities that
exist within our state,” said Wil-
cox. “Through each unexpected
story, we’ve been able to apply
direct pressure on the wounded
perception of Mississippi, both
beyond our borders and among
our own students.”

To learn more about the Center
for Economic and Entrepreneur
Education, call 601.266.6055 or
visit: https://www.usm.edu/busi-
ness/economic-entrepreneur-
ship-education

Anthony Jackson elected Mississippi College
Student Government Association president

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Working closely with the new
administration of Mississippi
College in 2018-2019 will be an-
other goal for Anthony Jackson.
As MC'’s newly elected Student
Government Association presi-
dent, he’s ready to deliver on
his promises. Increasing student
activities and pumping up school
spirit for sports teams are some
of his priorities.

A political science major from
Mound Bayou, the former Choc-
taws football player is breaking
new ground. Jackson becomes
the first African American to
serve as MC’s SGA president on
the Clinton campus, school offi-
cials say.

“It’s a great milestone for me,”
Jackson said.

The John F. Kennedy High
graduate should prove to be an
asset to the MC family for the
next twelve months as SGA
president, supporters say.

“Anthony brings many valu-
able qualities to the table in re-
gard to his new position,” says
outgoing SGA President Anns-
ley McRae of Tishomingo. “He
has an insight to a demographic
of the student body that we
haven’t been able to tap into in
an effective way.”

Jackson

McRae predicts Jackson will
excel.

So do his many friends who
support the Blue & Gold. “He’s
always had presidential leader-
ship qualities,” says MC student
Joshua Thomas of McComb. “I
think it’s cool that he’s the first
African-American SGA presi-
dent” on the Clinton campus.

Other MC friends like Richard
Ingram of Shreveport, La. and
Mya Leslie of Benoit describe
him as a people person who will
go all out for students.

In 2014-15, Timothy Hender-

son of Anderson, Texas became
the first African American to
serve as president of the MC
Law School Student Body Asso-
ciation. He’s now an attorney in
York, Pennsylvania. The current
student association president,
Daryl Porter of Summit, Missis-
sippi, became the second Afri-
can American to hold that post at
MC Law in Jackson.

Jackson hails from an historic
Mississippi Delta town with a
population that’s 98.6 percent
African-American.

Today, there are about 1,446

Mound Bayou residents. Found-
ed by former slaves in 1887 in
the wilderness of Northwest
Mississippi, Mound Bayou in
Bolivar County is considered the
oldest all-black municipality in
the United States. The town was
incorporated in 1898. In 1952,
Mississippi Civil Rights leader
Medgar Evers moved to Mound
Bayou to sell insurance. The
town thrived for decades with
its churches, schools, medical
facilities and businesses, but its
population dwindled in recent
years.

President Teddy Roosevelt
once called it “the Jewel of the
Delta.”

Making history is important,
but Jackson wants to do much
more after he’s sworn in April
10. “T want to revitalize the at-
mosphere at school.”

Jackson honed his leadership
skills with the Campus Activities
Board. He’s taking on his new
role as MC President Lee Royce
retires in May after 16 years of
service.

The Deltan can’t wait to meet
the new president at Mississippi
College once school officials
make an announcement later this
spring. “I’'m looking forward to
it.”

MVSU to explore “Equal
Justice Under the Law”
during academic forum

Cooper

The Mississippi Link Newswire

“Equal Justice Under the
Law” is a common phrase in
the American legal system, but
what exactly does it mean? Mis-
sissippi Valley State University
will explore this societal ideal
during its Spring 2018 Academ-
ic Forum Thursday, April 5.

Themed “Explaining the Con-
cept of “‘Equal Justice Under the
Law,”” the event will be hosted
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in MV-
SU’s William A. Butts Social
Science Auditorium.

The guest speaker will be
Attorney Rhonda C. Cooper,
professor of political science at
Jackson State University.

The event is free and open
to the general public. Refresh-
ments will be provided.

Cooper earned her Bachelor’s
degree in business administra-
tion from Millsaps College in
1985 and her juris doctor from
the University of Alabama
School of Law in 1988.

She served as a clinical as-
sistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Political Science and
the pre-law advisor at Jackson
State University from 2012 until
2017. She has since returned to
the practice of law as a civil and
criminal trial attorney and now
acts as general and litigation
counsel to Jackson Memorial
Funeral Services.

Cooper is a member of the
American Bar Association, the
Capital Area Bar Association,
the Magnolia Bar Association
and the Metro Jackson Black
Women Lawyers Association.

In service to the legal stud-
ies program at Jackson State,
Cooper directed the legal stud-
ies curriculum and was the fac-
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ulty advisor to the Fannie Lou
Hamer Pre-Law Society and Phi
Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, In-
ternational. In those roles, she
helped to coordinate several
activities and events designed
to enhance student readiness for
law school matriculation.

Cooper has presented and
served as a panelist at confer-
ences sponsored by the Mag-
nolia Bar Association, the
Mississippi  Political Science
Association, the Southern Po-
litical Science Association, the
American Association of Be-
havioral and Social Sciences
and the Law School Admission
Council (LSAC). Her involve-
ment with LSAC included
membership in the Southwest
Association of Pre-Law Advi-
sors (SWAPLA) and annual at-
tendance at APLA conferences
and LSAC Law School Forums
with pre-law students.

She is a two-time recipient of
Jackson State’s Creative Awards
for faculty and staff and was hon-
ored for her excellence in teach-
ing and advising by the College
of Liberal Arts in 2016. She also
serves on the advisory board on
Minority Affairs at Mississippi
College School of Law.

Cooper resides in Ridgeland,
Mississippi and is the mother of
one daughter. She is a member
of Holy Ghost Catholic Church
in Jackson where she assists on
several committees and in vari-
ous capacities.

MVSU’s Spring 2018 Aca-
demic Forum is supported by
funds awarded by the Charles
Koch Foundation, under the
direction of Emmanuel Amadi,
chair of MVSU’s Criminal Jus-
tice Department.

Hinds CC opens registration
for summer, fall classes for

new students

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Registration for current stu-
dents at Hinds Community Col-
lege is now open with registration
for new students to open April
9. Students can register for both
summer and fall classes at any of
the six Hinds locations.

Mini-term classes are May
9-22 and are offered at Jack-
son Campus-Academic/Techni-
cal Center, Rankin Campus and
Raymond Campus. Eight-week
and first four-week summer term
classes at all six Hinds locations
begin on May 29 and second four-
week summer term classes begin
on June 26. Fall classes begin on
Aug. 13.

To register for classes for any
term, students must first be admit-
ted to the college. After meeting
with a counselor, new students can

then register for classes. Offices
are open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday and until 6 p.m. Tuesdays.

The Admissions Olffice can be
reached at (601) 857-3212 or visit
the Admissions tab on the Hinds
website at www.hindscc.edu.

As Mississippi’s largest com-
munity college, Hinds Commu-
nity College is a comprehensive
institution offering quality, af-
fordable educational opportuni-
ties with academic programs of
study leading to seamless uni-
versity transfer and career and
technical programs teaching job-
ready skills. With six locations in
central Mississippi, Hinds enrolls
about 12,000 students each fall
semester.

10 learn more, visit www.hind-
scc.edu or call 1.800.HindsCC.
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With $1.8 million boost for School of Public
Health, JSU aims to help eliminate disparities

Jackson State University

Jackson State University said
$1.8 million allocated recently by
legislators to the School of Public
Health (SPH) should help in the
fight to eliminate health disparities
even as many Americans’ lives are
being cut short despite improve-
ments in public health.

JSU President William B. By-
num Jr. made the announcement as
he joined a group during National
Public Health Week to discuss ill-
nesses related to disparities and
racism. The SPH panelists also
addressed social determinants of
health during the forum Tuesday at
the Jackson Medical Mall.

“Americans live shorter lives
and suffer more health issues
than people in other high-income
countries,” Bynum said. “We rank
34th in life expectancy; we need
to work together to make sure we
do better and improve our overall
well-being.”

“It doesn’t make any sense that
some people in Mississippi live
10 fewer years than others in the
U.S.,” said Mohammad Shahbazi,
interim dean of the JSU School of
Public Health. He said the univer-
sity is joining the American Public
Health Association in a movement
to change outcomes. “Everyone
deserves an opportunity for a long
and healthy life.”

Furthermore, Bynum said, “We
promise to support efforts to im-
prove social and environmen-
tal factors that affect everyone’s
health.”

Shahbazi expressed grave con-
cern over the state’s predicament.

“Among other nations, we are
spending the highest amount of
money on health care — about 17
percent of our GDP. If we don’t do
anything within the next 20 years,
it could go up to 40 percent. One
of the main reasons is that we’ve
been focusing too much on treat-
ment rather than prevention. That’s
why a School of Public Health is
important.”

Shahbazi touted the benefits of
partnerships in solving many of
the health disparities. He especial-
ly noted JSU’s relationships with
state leaders and the significant
role of the Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation (JMMF).

Primus Wheeler, CEO OF
JMMF, discussed the impact of
social determinants of health and

A \ N

Dr. Mohammad Shahbazi, interim dean of the JSU School of Public Health, is joined by Erin Shirley Orey, left, board secretary
for the Drs. Aaron and Ollye Shirley Foundation; Primus Wheeler, CEO of the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation; and JSU Presi-

dent William B. Bynum Jr.

how the foundation is contributing
to mitigate the negative impact on
people’s well-being.

“We rank 34th in life expec-
tancy; we need to work together
to make sure we do better and im-
prove our overall well-being. Our
mission is to improve health and
wealth outcomes. The Jackson
Medical Mall has positioned itself
as a source for providing a holistic
approach to health care for the un-
derserved. It promotes community
and economic development in the
Jackson Medical Mall district. We
are extremely proud to house the
School of Public Health,” he said.

Wheeler said ZIP codes de-
termine everything positive and
negative about a person’s life, and
he credits Dr. Aaron Shirley for
spearheading efforts to rebuild and
rebrand the 39213 ZIP code area,
where the mall is located.

Shirley, who died in 2014, was a
pediatrician and civil rights activ-
ist. Also, he had been chairman of
the board for JMMF.

Although Shirley and other
stakeholders created a place that
provided health care and other
human and cultural services, they
ventured to build a place “for folks

to work, shop and play,” Wheeler
said.

Using his medical background,
Shirley’s vision became a real-
ity in 1995, when he helped form
a world-class health-care facility
and established successful partner-
ships with JSU, Tougaloo College
and the University of Mississippi
Medical Center.

Wheeler said, “Because of
the Jackson Medical Mall we’re
changing the way people feel about
the community, themselves and
changing the way the upscale com-
munity feel about our community.”

Shirley and his partners brought
the mall for $2.8 million, and now
it’s reportedly valued at $83 mil-
lion.

“If Mississippi spent more to
educate children, we could cut
health-care costs. We would likely
have more jobs and access to nu-
trition and acquire knowledge and
skills to quality health care,” said
Erin Shirley Orey. Orey told the
audience that her parents fought
for quality health care and educa-
tion. Her mother, Dr. Ollye Shirley,
had been a longtime educator. She
died in 2016.

Orey is the board secretary for

the Drs. Aaron and Ollye Shirley
Foundation. She’s also a business
analyst at Aptean, a software com-
pany. She said Mississippi is still
plagued by racism, health dispari-
ties and social determinants of
health.

Orey said her parents believed
everyone should have access to
quality health care. Her father’s
compassion for others led him to
“get out of private practice and
serve the population regardless of
their income.”

Also, she said the state must in-
vest in its young people.

“If Mississippi spent more to
educate children, we could cut
health-care costs. We would likely
have more jobs and access to nu-
trition and acquire knowledge and
skills to quality health care,” she
said.

Despite many of the existing
problems, Bynum remains opti-
mistic.

“There are great things that are
happening in this country. Also,
there are some scary things. ... It’s
only when we come together that
we are strong enough to create the
healthiest nation in one genera-
tion.”

ASPA presents JSU professor with
the Donald Stone Service Award

Jackson State University

Jackson State associate pro-
fessor Gloria Billingsley re-
ceived the Donald Stone Award
for Service from the American
Society for Public Administra-
tion (ASPA) at a recent annual
conference in Denver, Colo-
rado.

The Donald C. Stone Service
Award is presented to individu-
als who have contributed out-
standing services to society. To
receive the award, candidates

JSU’s Army
ROTC 49th
Spring Gala

Jackson State University

The 49th Annual Jackson State Univer-
sity Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corp
Spring Gala took place April 7, 2018, at The
Old Capitol Inn in Jackson.

The event this year celebrated 50 years of
ROTC at Jackson State University that began
under President Emeritus John A. Peoples,
sixth president of JSU, who at age 91, still
remains the program’s biggest supporter and
spoke at the event accompanied by his wife.

Guest speaker was retired 2-Star General,
Major General Reuben Jones, commissioned
from JSU in 1978, and the highest ranking
soldier to come from the school.

JSU Army ROTC has the largest footprint
in the state with cadets participating in the
program coming from schools up to 110 miles
away. The Tiger Battalion is the host Army
ROTC program for Belhaven College, Delta
State University, Hinds Community College
Utica Campus, Millsaps College, Mississippi
College, Mississippi College School of Law,
Mississippi Valley State University, Tougaloo
College, and University of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center’s School of Nursing.

In April 2018, JSU ROTC will commis-
sion seven officers as second lieutenants; in
September another six will be commissioned
and in December, an additional nine second
lieutenants will launch their careers as com-
missioned Army officers at JSU.

Our mission is to commission 12 officers
each year. However, over the past three years
JSU has almost doubled its commissioning
requirement and are on track to commission
24 second lieutenants in 2019.

We currently have 127 cadets in the Tiger
Battalion, three of whom are members of the
JSU Student Government Association.

Cadet Lacurtis Powell is junior class presi-
dent, Cadet Darrian Jackson is Mr. Junior and
Cadet Grant Broadway is sophomore class
president. Our record of producing future
leaders in the military, the world and in gov-
ernment is evident.

JSU’s performance troupe MADDRAMA,
a national award winning five-man team,
will perform during the gala. MADDRAMA
racked up the wins at the 82nd National Asso-
ciation of Dramatic and Speech Arts Confer-
ence at Dillard University, competing with al-
most a dozen schools from around the United
States.

Lt. Colonel Dexter M. Brookins is depart-
ment chair and professor of military science.
He is a 1996 distinguished military graduate
of JSU’s Army ROTC.
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Y HERITAGE
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must be nominated and selected
by the ASPA awards committee.

Billingsley has served in nu-
merous capacities in public ad-
ministration including:

* Conference of Minority
Public Administrators (COM-
PA), President

* ASPA finance, audit and
journal publication committee

* ASPA National Council par-
liamentarian, founders fellow
mentor

* Section of Public Affairs
Education (SPAE), board mem-
ber.

“I am so grateful for what
God has done in my life. He has
taken me from a small town in
rural Madison County with lim-
ited resources and educational
opportunities, educated me at

Billingsley

Jackson State University and
then transformed me into a con-
fident, competent and accom-
plished professional. With each
opportunity provided at ASPA, I
met new people. I made friends,

and I grew professionally. My
goal was to represent myself,
my department and Jackson
State University well and I be-
lieve I have accomplished that
goal,” Billingsley said.
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Judge in Bill Cosby sexual
assault case allows juror that
said he thinks Cosby is quilty

Cosby being led into court. PooL PHOTO

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Any appearance of fair and
impartiality that Judge Steven
O’Neill may have exhibited is
out the window, according to
those siding with comedian Bill
Cosby in his retrial.

After a weekend to ponder
the actions of a juror selected to
serve on the case, O’Neill decid-
ed Monday afternoon to allow
the individual to remain on the
panel.

The judge did so without pub-
lic explanation.

“How can that be? The juror
said he had already made up his
mind that Cosby was guilty,”
said Rhonda Traylor, an Afri-
can-American woman who said
she came to court Monday to
counter planned protests against
the comedian.

After being selected to serve
as juror No. 11 last week, the
man who is white and believed
to be in his 40s, reportedly told
others on the prospective pan-
el that “I just think [Cosby’s]
guilty, so we can all be done and
get out of here.”

Sporting a dark hair of twists,
a pearl necklace and wearing di-
amond studded earrings, Tray-
lor said she was horrified over a
protester who jumped a barrier,
stripped off her shirt and bra

and ran in front of Cosby.

The protestor was identified
as Nicolle Rochelle, 39, of Little
Falls, N.J. who was charged with
disorderly conduct after sher-
iff’s deputies wrestled her to the
ground and into a nearby bush.
She later contacted other protes-
tors who placed her on a speaker
phone, so reporters could hear.

“They said they’d drop the
charges, if I don’t come back
to the courthouse,” Rochelle
could be overheard saying. She
said also that she had appeared
on some episodes of the iconic
“Cosby Show” in the ecarly
1990s and noted that Cosby had
always been respectful of her,
but her outburst was to “show
support to the women.”

“This is what it’s come to,”
said Traylor, who works in
a nearby mail sorting facil-
ity. “This isn’t about justice,
it’s about demonstrations and
putting on a show. And, I be-
lieve things are only going to
get worse, because more people
are beginning to realize that this
judge and the prosecutors seem
to be working together with the
goal of taking Cosby down.”

O’Neill has repeatedly noted
the need to be fair and impartial,
however the judge’s rulings have
often been called into question.

He ruled that five other al-

leged victims, including former
supermodel Janice Dickinson,
could testify in the retrial. Last
year, he denied prosecutors re-
quest to call Dickinson and oth-
ers.

Other controversial rulings
include allowing Cosby’s de-
position testimony; the hearsay
testimony of Gianna Constand,
the mother of alleged victim
Andrea Constand; and denying
several defense requests like let-
ting the jury know that former
District Attorney Bruce Castor
declined charges against Cosby,
because he said there was insuf-
ficient evidence and he ques-
tioned Constand’s credibility.

The judge has also denied a
defense request to show the jury
a 2005 press release from Castor
in which the former DA explains
his decision not to prosecute
Cosby.

Further, O’Neill also declined
to allow the defense to tell the
jury about dueling lawsuits be-
tween Constand and Castor.
Ironically, Castor’s lawsuit was
dismissed by a judge April 6
while Constand’s remain pend-
ing.

At the end of Monday, Cos-
by’s spokesman Andrew Wyatt,
told reporters that the defense
hopes that the jury can “be fair
and impartial.”

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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601-405-1767

Poncie Turner

Owner/Operator
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Rev. James L. Netters Sr.:
‘We can’t just do it my marching’

By Erica R. Williams
The New Tri-State Defender

“They’ve killed my man.”

The Rev. Dr. James L. Net-
ters Sr. recalled the words he
murmured after finding out
that his hero, Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., had been shot.

“l knew he was dead im-
mediately after they said he’d
been hit.”

Netters, who is the longest
serving pastor of a single
church in Memphis, was also
one of Memphis’ first Afri-
can-American city council-
men. The day Dr. King was
assassinated, he and nine
other council members had
gotten together to come up
with an agreement that would
satisfy the demands of strik-
ing sanitation workers.

The strike was the reason
King had come to Memphis.
He’d planned to speak on be-
half of the workers, who were
asking for higher wages and
better working conditions.
Netters also had been work-
ing with the employees since
taking office in 1968. He said
what he and the other council
members had discussed on
the ninth floor of the Claridge
Hotel only moments before
Dr. King was shot could have
changed everything.

“We had come to resolution
to give the sanitation work-
ers exactly what they’d asked
for. That’s why Dr. King had
come, and we’d gotten a reso-
lution...” his voice trailed off
as he remembered the details
of that day.

It’s a resolve that Dr. King
would never know, and one
that changed after his untime-
ly death.

“After he got shot, some
of the white council mem-
bers decided that they didn’t
want to follow through with
the resolution in fear of racial
tensions,” Netter recalled.
“It was like a double hurt for
me.”

Netters said it took him
a while to recover from the
hurt and disappointment. To
get back up, he drew from the
moment he first saw Dr. King,
August 28, 1963. It was on
that day that Netters stood on
stage as the civil rights leader
delivered his monumental “I
Have a Dream” speech.

“As I stood there listening
to it, I had a strange power
that came over me. I left in
awe.”

Netters was a teacher in
Memphis City Schools dur-
ing that time. His passion for
education and equality led
him to activism, where he
traveled to Washington, D.C.,
to assist with the March on
Washington. There, he was
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Rev. James L. Netters Sr. serves as pastor at Mt. Vernon Baptist
Church-Westwood, with First Lady Nedia Netters at his side. PHOTO

BY TYRONE P. EASLEY/TSD

able to stand on stage as King
recited what would become
one of the most groundbreak-
ing speeches in history.

“He was my hero, my role
model,” Netters said.

Inspired by what he had
heard that day, he came back
to Memphis energized and
ready to spark change. Less
than a year later he and six
others initiated bus sit-ins,
where they would become the
first group in the city arrested
during demonstrations.

“We got 500 ministers
committed to helping us with
the sit-ins and walks,” Netters
chuckled, before adding that
only two people showed up. “I
was one of them.” Rev. Sam-
uel Billy Kyles was the other.

He chalked up the lack
of participation to the fear
that came with speaking out
against inequality during that
time.

Netters and Kyles were able
to convince four more people
to join them that morning.
The six men landed in jail, but
it wasn’t in vain. Two weeks
later, buses were integrated in
the city. Soon after, local res-
taurants and hotels were also
unified.

Netters’ determination to
make an impact in the city
cultivated with time, eventu-
ally leading him into politics.
He, alongside Rev. J.O. Pat-
terson and Fred Davis, would
become one of the first Afri-
can Americans to hold a seat
in Memphis city government.

“He was a very capable
councilman,” Davis said
about his longtime friend. “I
always say he wasn’t just an
activist but a gentleman. He
was the one who mitigated
when council members were
at odds.”

Netters later pivoted his po-
sition within city government.
He became an administra-
tive assistant to then-Mayor
J. Wyeth Chandler, where he
continued his fight for equal
rights.

“I went on to try to get as
many blacks in city govern-
ment jobs as possible ... and
it worked,” he laughed. “One
day the mayor came up to me
and said that when he got in
office, there were only white
employees, now everyone is
black.”

While Netters said he isn’t
sure the exact number of Af-
rican Americans he helped
get into city government, he
believed that it was enough to
help change the trajectory of
politics in Memphis.

Now 90, Netters said he
no longer dabbles directly in
legislation, but continues to
remain a voice in the fight for
equality.

“I think we have come a
great and marvelous distance
since Dr. King’s death, but
we haven’t come far enough,”
he said. “There are enough
blacks in high places now that
they can open doors for other
blacks in Memphis.”

He offered advice to those
in power.

“We can’t just do it by
marching like we used to. We
also have to use our powers at
jobs and in political offices.
We have to use our positions
to advance blacks to higher
positions.”

Netters, who has served
as the pastor of Mt. Vernon
Baptist Church-Westwood for
more than 60 years, will be
stepping down this year, but
he said his fight for equality is
far from over.

“I'm going to be retiring
soon,” he paused and took a
deep breath. “But I’ve made
up my mind that I want to
spend the rest of my time on
earth bringing people of all
races and backgrounds to-
gether. I think I was mandat-
ed to do that.”

The New Tri-State Defend-
er is a member publication of
the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association. Learn

more about becoming a mem-
ber at www.nnpa.org.

ONLINE

Visit our newly designed website:

www.mississippilink.com
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Mississippians back higher cigarette
tax, Medicaid expansion, gun safety

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippians support an in-
crease in the cigarette tax, expan-
sion of Medicaid, and stronger
regulations for gun shows, ac-
cording to the April 2018 Millsaps
College-Chism Strategies State of
the State Survey. Voters statewide
are slightly more upbeat about the
direction of the state than in previ-
ous months.

With the conclusion of the 2018
legislative session, Mississippians
have reservations about the per-
formance of the State Legislature,
but are more likely to approve of
their own elected representatives
than they are of the institution.
They also strongly approve of the
performance of Governor Phil
Bryant and Attorney General Jim
Hood.

According to the survey, 44
percent of respondents agree that
the state is on the right track. This
is an increase from just 37 percent
in the September 2017 State of
the State Survey and 42 percent in
the January 2018 survey.

Looking at the State Legisla-
ture, 30 percent of Mississippi-
ans approve of the institution’s
performance while 41 percent
disapprove. On the other hand, 40
percent approve of the work being
done by their own elected legisla-
tors while 30 percent disapprove.

“We are hopeful that the Mill-
saps College-Chism Strategies
State of the State Survey will con-
tinue to shed light on the way citi-
zens perceive their institutions of
government, some of the key ac-

tors in state politics and important
issues that have been debated in
the most recent legislative session
as well as past sessions,” said Na-
than Shrader, assistant professor
of political science and director
of American Studies at Millsaps
College.

“Particularly, we find for the
third consecutive quarter that
Mississippians remain adamant
about fixing roads and bridges,
securing more funds for public
schools and improving access and
affordability of health insurance
in the state. These are important
findings because we are now see-
ing clear patterns form within the
electorate regarding their priori-
ties and preferences.”

Other key survey findings from
the Millsaps College-Chism Strat-
egies State of the State Survey:

* 54 percent approve of the per-
formance of Governor Phil Bry-
ant, while 35 percent disapprove

* Attorney General Jim Hood
has an approval rating of 55 per-
cent, while 25 percent disapprove

* Lt. Governor Tate Reeves has
an approval rating of 38 percent
and a disapproval rating of 34
percent

* 51 percent approve and 45
percent disapprove of President
Donald Trump’s job performance

» Just 30 percent approve of the
performance of the State Legis-
lature, but 40 percent approve of
their own elected legislators

* A combined 63 percent say
that their top policy priorities are
either fixing roads and bridges,

more money for public schools,
or improved access and afford-
ability of healthcare

* Voters favor expanding Med-
icaid under the Affordable Care
Act, 52 percent to 36 percent

* 64 percent of voters favor
raising the state’s cigarette tax, a
proposal defeated by the legisla-
ture.

» Mississippians are evenly
split on arming schoolteachers,
but strongly favor tighter regula-
tions of gun shows.

“Our partnership with Millsaps
College on this survey research
is important to me as an alumnus
of the Millsaps Political Science
Department,” said Brad Chism,
president of Chism Strategies.
“This survey series helps Millsaps
enhance its role in the informed
discussion about key issues in
our state. This research will be a
useful tool in any serious debate
about public policy alternatives in
our state.”

The State of the State Survey
involves a partnership between
the Millsaps College Political Sci-
ence Department, the Institute for
Civic and Professional Engage-
ment at Millsaps and Chism Strat-
egies. The survey was completed
March 27. Sample size of 603
with 67 percent of interviews con-
ducted via landline and 33 percent
via cell phone. The survey has a
Margin of Error of +/-4 percent.

Results were weighted to re-
flect 2015 general election turn-
out for age, race, gender and par-
tisanship.

HOPE named Wall Street
Journal Financial Inclusion
Challenge finalist

The Mississippi Link Newswire

HOPE (Hope Enterprise Cor-
poration/Hope Credit Union)
has been named a finalist in
The Wall Street Journal Finan-
cial Inclusion Challenge for its
work to bring opportunity to
small towns in the Mississippi
Delta.

HOPE is one of three final-
ists from more than 120 entries
in the first U.S. iteration of the
Journal’s Financial Inclusion
Challenge. A winner will be se-
lected in New York City May 9.

“Over the coming weeks, the
WSIJ will shine a light on the
importance of financial inclu-
sion in America. We are proud
to be part of this effort,” said
HOPE CEO Bill Bynum.

After acquiring donated bank
branches, HOPE opened loca-
tions, from 2014 to 2015, in
Drew, Itta Bena, Moorhead and
Shaw — all severely distressed
Mississippi towns with popu-
lations of approximately 2,000
people. All four communities
are located in counties where
the poverty rate has eclipsed
20 percent for more than three
decades. In three of the four
towns, HOPE is the only finan-
cial institution.
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Within a short period, HOPE
has dramatically expanded the
range of financial products
and services available to area
residents, and now serves more
than 50 percent of the popula-
tion, far exceeding the former
bank’s market penetration.

“These communities have
long been neglected. The entire
region is on the wrong side of
all indicators of well-being. We
are committed to bringing op-
portunity to where it is needed
most,” Bynum said.

Nearly 25 years ago, the En-
terprise Corporation of the Del-
ta began pursuing its mission
of strengthening communities,
building assets and improving
lives in 55 Delta counties. To-
day, HOPE serves distressed
people and places throughout
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana,

Mississippi and Tennessee — a
region that is home to more
than one-third of the most im-
poverished counties in the na-
tion.

“While we have changed our
name, broadened our services,
and expanded our territory, our
mission remains the same,” By-
num said. “So does our com-
mitment to the Delta.”

HOPE serves more than
44,000 member-owners across
its five-state Deep South region.
Of those members, 69 percent
were previously unbanked or
underbanked. Nearly half of
HOPE’s locations are in per-
sistent poverty counties, where
the poverty rate has exceeded
20 percent for more than three
decades.

Learn more at https://hope-
cu.org/.

100 teams advance to S.S. finals in
world’s largest rocket contest

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Team America Rocketry
Challenge recently unveiled the
names of the top 100 teams that
will advance to the national finals
next month. These teams will
compete at the National Finals
Fly-Off May 12 at Great Mead-
ow in The Plains, Va., outside of
Washington, D.C.

The Team America Rocketry
Challenge is the aerospace and
defense industry’s flagship pro-
gram designed to encourage stu-
dents to pursue study and careers
in science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math (STEM). The com-
petition challenges middle and
high school students to design,
build and fly a rocket that meets
rigorous altitude and flight dura-
tion parameters through a series
of certified, qualifying launches.

This year’s rules require a
rocket carrying two raw eggs to
reach 800 feet before returning
the eggs to Earth — uncracked —
all within 41 to 43 seconds.

Sponsored by the Aerospace
Industries Association (AIA), the
National Association of Rock-
etry, and more than 20 industry
partners, the Rocketry Challenge

is the world’s largest rocket con-
test.

This year, 800 teams represent-
ing 46 states and the District of
Columbia designed and built
model rockets in hopes of quali-
fying for the National Finals.

The 100 national finalists an-
nounced hail from 28 states and
the District of Columbia, and will
compete for more than $100,000
in prizes and scholarships. They
will also be competing for the op-
portunity to represent the United
States at the International Rock-
etry Challenge taking place at the
Farnborough Air Show outside of
London in July, facing off against
teams from the United Kingdom,
France and Japan.

The Rocketry Challenge pro-
motes  friendly  competition
among teams from a diverse set
of socioeconomic backgrounds,
ethnicities and geographies —
from rural America to major cit-
ies. This year, about one third of
the students participating are fe-
male, including 13 all-girl teams.
Numerous teams launched fund-
raising campaigns in their com-
munities to make their participa-
tion possible.

AIA President and CEO Eric
Fanning congratulated the final-
ists. “What excites me about this
incredible competition is how
every year it inspires thousands
of young women and men to
consider careers in STEM fields
and aerospace. Qualifying for the
National Finals and ultimately
representing the United States at
the international competition in-
volves teamwork, critical think-
ing and problem solving skills.
I’'m confident that these students
will become the engineers and
scientists that enable humans to
land on Mars and beyond, and we
look forward to hosting them in
D.C. next month.”

Now in its sixteenth year, the
Rocketry Challenge has inspired
nearly 70,000 middle and high
school students to explore educa-
tion and careers in STEM fields.

Follow and support your lo-
cal team on the road to National
Finals using the official hashtag:
#TARC2018.

For more information about
the Team America Rocketry
Challenge and to view the com-
plete list of finalist teams, go to
www.rocketcontest.org

Jonathan and Caleb Rhodes of
Jackson recently served as pages
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Zaria and Zhailyn Dotson of
Jackson recently served as pages
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Zaria and Zhailyn Dotson of Jackson recently served as pages for the Mississippi House of
Representatives. Pages generally run errands for officials and House staff. Zaria and Zhailyn are
pictured with Speaker of the House Philip Gunn and Representative Deborah Butler Dixon who
sponsored their visit. Zhailyn is the daughter of Zona Ray and Willie Dotson and attends Forest Hill
High School. When asked about the week, Zaria said, “I really enjoyed my week here. It has been a
great experience and | met new friends. | want to thank Representative Dixon for allowing me to have
this opportunity.” Zhailyn said, “My week was great, | am still learning the building but everything is
easier and less complicated than | was expecting. | would like to thank Representative Dixon for this
wonderful opportunity.”

Jonathan and Caleb Rhodes of Jackson recently served as pages for the Mississippi House of
Representatives. Pages generally run errands for officials and House staff. Jonathan and Caleb are
pictured with Speaker of the House Philip Gunn and Representative Charles Young, Jr. who sponsored
their visit. Jonathan and Caleb are the sons of Chanda and Donald Rhodes and attend Siwell Middle
School. When asked about the week, Jonathan said, “I enjoyed my week at the Capitol. I've learned a
lot about how everything works. I've learned how much moving is required to be a page.” Caleb said,
“l enjoyed my week here at the Capitol paging for Representative Charles Young. | really learned a
lot. | wish to come again.”

Deja and De’Nijha Smith of
Jackson recently served as pages
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Deja and De’Nijha Smith of Jackson recently served as pages for the Mississippi House of
Representatives. Pages generally run errands for officials and House staff. Deja and De’Nijha are
pictured with Speaker of the House Philip Gunn and Representative Percy W. Watson who sponsored
their visit. Deja and De’Nijha are the daughters of Jennie and Michael Smith and attend Forest Hill
High School. When asked about the week, Deja said, “I really had fun at the the Capitol this week.
I've met great people, and I’'m going to miss them after this week. The head pages were great and |
enjoyed them.” De’Nijha said, “This week has been an outstanding week. | have made new friends
and we all get along well. Sessions were not long but they were fun.”
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Discipline your mind

By Pastor Simeon R. Green I
Special to The Mississippi Link

Most of our
battles today are
1 in our minds;
| however, we
can have victo-
ry. In 2 Timothy
1:7 Paul said to
the young minister, Timothy,”
“For God hath not given us the
spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind.
The word sound in this verse
means “a disciplined mind.”
My friend, we do not have to
be carried away in our thought
life.

A real warfare is going on
in our minds. We must realize
that if we are going to win in
this spiritual warfare, we must
win the battle within our own
minds. What we think has
much to do with how we live
and what we do.

Our minds can either be
very valuable instruments in
God’s hands or very destruc-
tive in the devil’s hands. We
need to recognize where the
battlefront is and fortify the
places where the enemy is at-
tacking. Every one of us has

weak areas in our lives. We
are vulnerable to attacks of
the enemy in more areas than
others. Something that works
on you may not work on me
and vice versa. Every one
of us is under attack in our
minds. The enemy is working
feverishly to turn our think-
ing away from the things of
God and to get us to dwell on
thoughts that are displeasing
to the Lord. If the devil can
do that, he can turn us aside
from the true way of God and
we will not remain steadfast to
the end.

Getting people’s minds
turned away from God has
been a very effective battle,
and it is not something new.
The third chapter of Genesis
tells us how the serpent be-
guiled Eve. He got her to look
at the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, and then he
began to reason with her. She
thought, “That doesn’t seem
so bad; it could make me
wise.” She overstepped God’s
command not to eat of it.
However, after she partook of
it she found that God did ex-
actly what He said He would

APRIL 12 - 18, 2018

do.

Read about Noah’s day in
Genesis, chapter 6. The wick-
edness of man came up before
God. Every imagination and
every thought were evil con-
tinually. God said that it re-
pented Him that He had even
made man, but Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord.
Brothers, sisters, in a world
that is full of wicked imagi-
nations and evil thoughts, we
can find grace in the eyes of
the Lord. We do not have to be
partaker of evil thoughts. We
can live for God and find favor
in His sight. Even if the whole
world is doing wickedly, we
don’t have to do the same
things. We can have victory.
Glory to God!

This battle is a battle that
rages every day. If you are a
Child of God, you are not go-
ing to escape this warfare.
Nevertheless, the Word of
God teaches us that we can be
more than conquerors through
Him that loves us. My prayer
is that we become more than a
conqueror and live with victo-
ry so that we can help others.

Too many people are talk-

ing about the “cannots.” They
say, “I do not know whether
I can do it.” We need to get
beyond that and know that
what God says to do, we can
do. God’s Word is a very posi-
tive Book. The world is say-
ing that no one can live free
from sin. God inspired John to
write in 1 John 3:9, “Whoso-
ever is born of God doth not
commit sin because he is born
of God.” There is strength in
the Lord! We do not have to
give up; we can make it by
the grace of God. I did not get
saved for the devil to knock
me out of the race. I enlisted
in the army of the Lord, and
by His grace and strength [ am
going forth conquering and to
conquer, upholding the blood-
stained banner of Jesus Christ,
with holiness, righteousness
and victory over sin.

Next week Part II “Disci-
pline your Mind.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green Il is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.
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Valuable
imperfections

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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“Perfect is bor-
ing. Be imperfect-
| ly you” When I
saw this phrase on
a t-shirt over the
Christmas  holi-
day, I could not re-
sist it. [ had to buy it and not just
because it was on sale. The un-
derlying message of the shirt that
imperfections were what made
us more interesting (and unique)
seemed to make a lot of sense to
me at the time. It wasn’t until re-
cently that I realized that the shirt
was also an interesting reminder
about graciously handling the im-
perfections of ourselves and oth-
ers.

One of the areas of personal
spiritual growth that God contin-
ues to challenge me is regarding
how to respond to my imperfec-
tions as well as others. For ex-
ample, how do you take a more
gracious approach when looking
at imperfections?

As a college English profes-
sor, | deal with this question of-
ten when grading papers. Over
the years, I worked very hard at
finding ways to offer construc-
tive criticism without completely
crushing the esteem of students.
It is not easy because sometimes
I struggle to find a few good
things in a paper where there
may be 15 other things done in-
effectively. Sometimes it works
and sometimes | totally fail at
t.... but I keep trying to figure
a way to make students see those
things that others may label as
“wrong” as valuable opportuni-
ties for growth.

2 Timothy 2:20-21, (MSG)
says “In a well-furnished kitch-
en there are not only crystal
goblets and silver platters, but

waste cans and compost buckets
— some containers used to serve
fine meals, others to take out the
garbage. Become the kind of
container God can use to present
any and every kind of gift to his
guests for their blessing.” This
scripture could be seen as a re-
minder that people who we per-
ceive as having less value may
actually have the most value. For
example, after a fine meal, which
is more valuable: the goblet that
was used to drink out of or the
trash can that was used to take
out the trash? At the end of the
meal, some would say that it is
the trash can that has more value
because it helps keep the kitchen
clean.

Maybe we should try to think of
deficiencies in others like imper-
fections in gemstones. According
to the website, www.gemselect.
com, the value of certain gem-
stones increases because of inter-
nal imperfections or inclusions in
the gemstone. For example, ru-
bies and sapphires that have cer-
tain internal inclusions are seen
as more unique and considered
much more valuable than those
that are man-made and seemingly
perfect. So, instead of judging
someone for what they may have
done, good, bad, criminal or oth-
erwise, we should choose to see
those life experiences as what
makes them graciously unique.
By doing this, it may be easier for
us to see that through God’s grace
the value of others is actually in-
creased by what they experienced
and survived.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas,
Texas based author of “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose After a Relationship
Ends.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or follow
her on Twitter @shewanda.
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Will the HUD
Secretary
enforce the Fair
Housing Act?

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

The Fair Hous-
ing Act was
passed a week
after Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
was assassinated.
President  Lyn-
don Johnson encouraged Con-
gress to pass the legislation as
a tribute to the slain civil rights
ladder, who, along with several
civil rights organizations (in-
cluding the NAACP), strongly
supported the act. African-
American veteran’s organiza-
tions (including the American
GI Forum) were especially pas-
sionate about the legislation,
since Vietnam veterans were
among those experiencing se-
vere housing discrimination.

Senator Ed Brooke (R-MA),
the only African American in
the Senate at the time, along
with his Massachusetts col-
league, Senator Ted Kennedy
(D-MA) was especially focused
on the legislation.

The Fair Housing Act is also
known as Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 (which was
later amended in 1988) prevents
discrimination in the sale, rent-
al, financing and advertising of
housing because of race, color,
religion, disability, family sta-
tus and national origin. But with
the severe wealth inequality in
our nation, there are still major
gaps between homeownership
by race, and African-American
households were more heavily
impacted by the Great Reces-
sion than any other race group.

Between 2004 and 2016, ev-
ery group experienced a decline
in homeownership, but while
whites experienced a 4.1 per-
cent decline, African Ameri-
can households experienced
a 7 percent decline, dropping
from nearly half (49 percent)
of black households owning
homes to just 41.9 percent.
Meanwhile, white homeowner-
ship remained over 70 percent.
As much as a third of African-
American wealth was wiped out
by the Great Recession, and this
is partly due to discrimination
in banking, including the ways
that some banks aggressively
pushed subprime loans on Afri-
can Americans, even those who
qualified for traditional loans.

HUD is the federal agency
that is responsible for enforc-
ing the Fair Housing Act, as
well as providing rental as-
sistance, public housing and
housing vouchers for those
who cannot afford housing on
their incomes. Our 45th presi-
dent had proposed deep cuts in
the HUD budget, but the bud-
get that was passed March 23,
2018, just hours before the gov-
ernment was scheduled to shut
down, actually adds money to
the HUD budget, especially in
the rental assistance and public
housing capital funds program.

Still, cuts are scheduled for

the next fiscal year, and the is-
sue of non-discriminatory and
affordable housing remains a
pressing one.

But will HUD Secretary Ben
Carson enforce the Fair Hous-
ing Act and effectively admin-
ister an agency that can make a
difference in the quality of life
for low-income people? One
has to raise the question, espe-
cially as Dr. Carson seems to
want to spend more time look-
ing for a $30,000 dining table
than administering his agency.
45’s pick of Carson to admin-
ister the agency was a strange
one, given that Carson’s only
qualification for running one of
the government’s largest agen-
cies seems to be that his mom
avoided public housing because
of its “dangers.” 45 does not
seem to be high on finding qual-
ified people to run HUD. The
New York HUD administrator,
Lynn Patton, was Eric Trump’s
wedding planner.

It may seem snarky to point
out things that some would call
“minor,” and both Patton and
Carson will, perhaps, grow into
their roles. There is no evidence
that Carson has spearheaded
innovative programs (wait —
did I write Carson and “inno-
vative programs” in the same
sentence?) to close the home-
ownership gap or to help Afri-
can-American families recover
from the ravages of the Great
Recession.

Furthermore, while this has
little to do with Carson, the ef-
fort to roll back Dodd-Frank
reforms and the evisceration of
the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau disempowers
consumers, especially those
of low and moderate incomes.
By making it more difficult to
file class action lawsuits, indi-
viduals who experience bank-
ing discrimination are handi-
capped in their ability to fight
back. Carson, singing from the
45 playbook, when he opens up
his mouth at all, is not likely to
be an effective advocate for the
people he has frequently dis-
dained.

Indeed, though he has thrown
his wife, Candy, under the bus
on the matter of the dining ta-
ble, he is no different from other
cabinet officials who have a “let
them eat cake” attitude toward
those they serve. First class
travel, high-end furniture and
chicanery are the name of the 45
cabinet game. Fifty years after
the passage of the Fair Housing
Act as a tribute to Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., it is not clear
that the current HUD Secretary
will be a warrior in the fight
against housing discrimination.

Julianne Malveaux is an au-
thor and economist. Her latest
book “Are We Better Off? Race,
Obama and Public Policy” is
available via www.amazon.com
for booking, wholesale inqui-
ries or for more info visit www.
Juliannemalveaux.com

“10,000 Small Businesses’

has potential to close the
racial wealth gap

By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League

“Investing
to support the
launch and
growth of black-
owned busi-
nesses  could
build wealth for
individuals and their families,
assist with closing the wealth
gap, revitalize communities
and contribute to an overall
healthier economy, which ben-
efits us all. To do so, thought-
ful and innovative approaches
are required to overcome the
exponential effects of the in-
terplay among the wealth gap,
the credit gap and the trust gap.
While challenging, this is worth
striving for so that we can move
one step closer to an inclusive
economy.” — Association of
Entperprise Opportunity, “The
Tapestry of Black Business
Ownership In America”™

If every black-owned busi-
ness with employees added two
black workers and 15 percent
of those with no employees
hired just one black worker, the

racial unemployment gap in the
United States would be virtu-
ally eliminated.

A recent study on black en-
trepreneurship concluded that
black-owned businesses could
be a key to closing the racial
wealth gap. While white adults
have 13 times the wealth of
black adults, the gap between
white and black business own-
ers is only three to one. The me-
dian net worth for black busi-
ness owners is 12 times higher
than black nonbusiness owners.

That’s  why  supporting
and nurturing small business
growth is one of the National
Urban League’s top priorities,
and Goldman-Sachs 10,000
Small Businesses is one of our
most important partnerships.
Through greater access to edu-
cation, capital and business
support services, 10,000 Small
Businesses graduates are able
to grow their revenues and cre-
ate jobs at rates that outperform
the economy in general.

In 2016, 47 percent of busi-
nesses grew their revenues. But
30 months after graduation,
nearly 78 percent of 10,000

Small Businesses alumni in-
creased revenues. About 25 per-
cent of businesses added jobs.
But, at 30 months, more than 56
percent of 10,000 Small Busi-
nesses alumni created jobs.

In this 50th anniversary
year of examining racial prog-
ress since the assassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr., the
enormous role of black-owned
businesses in the Civil Rights
Movement cannot be over-
stated. As Boston University
historian Louis Ferleger notes,
the success of the Montgom-
ery bus boycott depended upon
Montgomery’s 18 black-owned
taxi companies, operating more
than 200 cabs.

“Histories of the civil rights
movement that emphasize the
glory and successes of char-
ismatic leaders only tell part
of the story,” Ferleger writes.
“Small black-owned businesses
were critical because they were
empowered to engage in civic
participation. These businesses
were uniquely situated to sup-
port the civil rights movement
and also parted the waters.”

Today’s black entrepreneurs,

supported and empowered by
partnerships like 10,000 Small
Businesses, are a continuation
of that civil rights legacy.
About 700 of the more than
7,200 graduates of the program
have received their training
through the Babson College
cohort — a blended online and
face-to-face program that deliv-
ers intensive entrepreneurship
training and practical training
from Babson’s business experts
and peers, alongside education-
al teams who teach the 10,000
Small Businesses program at
community colleges across the

country.
For 11 weeks, these small
business  owners  connect

with peers and work together
through practical  business
education delivered through a
blend of online and in-person
sessions.

To apply for the 10,000 Small
Businesses business and man-
agement education program,
please visit www.10KSBapply.
com.

Marc Morial is president
CEO of the National Urban
League.

MLK50: Fifty years after Kerner
and King, racism still matters

By Derrick Johnson
Interim President and CEO, NAACP

“Segrega-
tion and poverty
have created in
the racial ghetto
a destructive en-

; vironment totally

o unknown to most
white Americans. What white
Americans have never fully un-
derstood but what the Negro
can never forget — is that white
society is deeply implicated in
the ghetto. White institutions
created it, white institutions
maintain it and white society
condones it.”’

— Report by the Kerner Com-
mission, 1968

Fifty years ago, the nation
was rocked by the brutal and
public assassination of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Eerily echoing the title of
King’s final book “Where Do
We Go from Here: Chaos or
Community?,” his murder sent
a powerful shock wave through
the soul of America resulting in
urban rebellions springing up in
over 100 cities and placing the
nation at a political and social
crossroads.

As cities burned with rage at
King’s murder, most of Amer-
ica had already dismissed and
forgotten the damning and pro-
phetic report published only a
month earlier by the presiden-
tial commission chaired by II-
linois Governor Otto Kerner.
Officially called the National
Advisory Commission on Civil

Disorders, the Kerner Commis-
sion identified systemic racism
and poverty as the causes of
the major black rebellions in
both Newark and Detroit the
previous summer. The report
warned that America was “mov-
ing toward two societies, one
black, one white — separate and
unequal” and offered concrete
suggestions for confronting im-
mediately this “deepening racial
division.”

However, the Kerner Report’s
recommendations for reconcili-
ation and progress were never
heeded; in fact, they were ac-
tively disregarded. Despite com-
missioning the report, President
Lyndon B. Johnson went out of
his way to suppress the spread
of its findings. The consequenc-
es have been severe: “Whereas
the Kerner Commission called
for ‘massive and sustained’ in-
vestment in economic, employ-
ment and education initiatives,
over the last 50 years America
has pursued ‘massive and sus-
tained’ incarceration framed as
‘law and order,” while the ‘war
on drugs’ has failed,” says a new
book, “Healing Our Divided So-
ciety,” co-edited by former Sen.
Fred Harris, the sole surviving
member of the Kerner Commis-
sion.

Today, many of America’s
black communities bear the
sustained scars of physical and
economic injuries. Even in Bal-
timore, the headquartered home
of the NAACP, communities
are still reeling from the police-

custody death of Freddie Gray.
The deaths of black Americans
like Michael Brown, Alton Ster-
ling, and, most recently, Ste-
phon Clark — shot eight times
by police in his own backyard
—remind us we are still not seen
as full-citizens by many in our
nation.

In our recent Economic In-
clusion Reports on Baltimore,
Charlotte and St. Louis — three
cities impacted by protests and
revolts linked to police violence
and misconduct — the NAACP
noted, “similarities between
the past economic realities of
African Americans during Re-
construction and legalized rac-
ism and the current economic
realities more than 150 years
after the abolition of slavery and
promise of freedom.”

Our reports expose that Afri-
can Americans are “still living in
highly segregated communities
and school districts, comprising
the lowest median household
income, highest unemployment
rate, highest poverty rate and
ongoing barriers to the creation
of small businesses.” For exam-
ple, the mid-2000 housing crisis
caused by Wall Street excesses
led to trillions of dollars in bail-
outs and the decimation of major
portions of African-American
wealth — wrapped up in their
foreclosed homes. This reces-
sion removed huge swaths of in-
tergenerational wealth and many
families have yet to recover.

As the leader of the oldest
and largest civil rights organi-

zation, I recognize the temporal
connection between America’s
past and present identities. Our
country has let the pestilent
wound caused by a continuing
legacy of racism fester. This
chronic condition is aggravated
by the often-silent progressives
who still cannot grasp the stark
emotional reality of what partial
freedom feels like to a full hu-
man being.

In his commencement ad-
dress to Oberlin College in
1965, King said, “We must face
the honest fact that we still have
a long, long way to go before
the problem of racial injustice is
solved.”

Half a century after Kerner’s
report and King’s assassination,
our government continues to
perpetuate an unacceptable lev-
el of systemic and structural rac-
ism, which permeates our com-
munities and fuels our protest.

As we remember King and
Kerner, we will not do so in sol-
emn reflection, but instead with
resolve. We commit to making
the social and political healing
America has continued to defer
become a reality. The progress
for which NAACP members
fight rings in harmony with the
Kerner Commission’s unapolo-
getic condemnation of white
America’s failure to make de-
mocracy real for all of us.

Derrick Johnson is the presi-
dent and CEO of the NAACP,
Americas largest civil rights or-
ganization. Follow him on Twit-
ter @DerrickNAACP.
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REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR ON CALL ENGINEERING SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER: 020-17A

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (‘JMAA”) requests Statements of Quali-
fications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifications”)
to provide Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) for on-call engineering services
(including assessments, design and material recommendations) in support of
limited construction projects at the Jackson Medgar-Wiley Evers International
Airport (‘JAN”) and Hawkins Field Airport (“HKS”); and (ii) approval of a two (2)
year contract term for these on- call engineering services

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at JMAA's
administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208,
until 3:00 p.m. central time on Friday, May 18, 2018 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the Dead-
line for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this
Request for Statement of Qualifications (‘RFQ”) is on file and open for public
inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a
copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents, Information Required
from Respondents, and Criteria for Selection.

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from
JMAA by contacting Deuntagus Herndon, JMAA Procurement Specialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority

100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208) Post Office Box 98109

Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109

Attention: Deuntagus Herndon, Procurement Specialist Telephone No.: (601)
939-5631, ext. 622

Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713

E-Mail: dherndon@jmaa.com

or from JMAA's website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procure-
ment/

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 2:00 p.m. central time on
Wednesday, April 25, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine
Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Inter-
national Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the
Pre-Submission Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in
submitting a Statement of Qualifications as a Prime Consultant for the work and
persons seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The ben-
efits of attendance include networking opportunities between Prime Consultant
and Sub-Consultants, the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be pub-
lished to interested parties as part of the minutes from the

Pre-Submission Conference, and the opportunity to receive detailed scope re-
lated information from the project owner.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the
Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agree-
ment, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of
time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent.

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, in
the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agree-
ment satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifications, for
any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected
by JMAA to perform the Services.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solicited
by this RFQ.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR ON CALL ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER: 019-17A

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“*JMAA”) requests Statements of Quali-
fications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifications”)
to provide Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) for on-call architectural services
(including assessments, design and material recommendations) in support of
limited construction projects at the Jackson Medgar-Wiley Evers International
Airport (“JAN”) and Hawkins Field Airport (“HKS”); and (ii) approval of a two (2)
year contract term for these on- call architectural services

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at JIMAA's
administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208,
until 3:00 p.m. central time on Thursday, May 17, 2018 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the Dead-
line for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this
Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file and open for public
inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a
copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents, Information Required
from Respondents, and Criteria for Selection.

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from
JMAA by contacting Bonnie Spears, JMAA Procurement Specialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority

100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)

Post Office Box 98109

Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109

Attention: Bonnie Spears, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 623
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713

E-Mail: bspears@jmaa.com

or from JMAA's website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procure-
ment/

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 1:30 p.m. central time on Tues-
day, April 24, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the
Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport,
100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Submission
Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in submitting a State-
ment of Qualifications as a Prime Consultant for the work and persons seeking
opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The benefits of attendance
include networking opportunities between Prime Consultant and Sub-Consul-
tants, the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to interested
parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Submission Conference, and the
opportunity to receive detailed scope related information from the project owner.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the
Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agree-
ment, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of
time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent.

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, in
the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agree-
ment satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifications, for
any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected
by JMAA to perform the Services.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solicited
by this RFQ.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

4/12/2018, 4/19/2018

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR ON CALL ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER: 019-17B

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (‘*JMAA”) requests Statements of Quali-
fications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifications”)
to provide Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) for on-call architectural services
(including assessments, design and material recommendations) in support of
limited construction projects at the Jackson Medgar-Wiley Evers International
Airport (“JAN”) and Hawkins Field Airport (“HKS”); and (ii) approval of a two (2)
year contract term for these on- call architectural services

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at JMAA's
administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208,
until 3:00 p.m. central time on Thursday, May 17, 2018 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the Dead-
line for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this
Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file and open for public
inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a
copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents, Information Required
from Respondents, and Criteria for Selection.

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from
JMAA by contacting Bonnie Spears, JMAA Procurement Specialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority

100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)

Post Office Box 98109

Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109

Attention: Bonnie Spears, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 623
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713

E-Mail: bspears@jmaa.com

or from JMAA's website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/procure-
ment/

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 3:00 p.m. central time on Tues-
day, April 24, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the
Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport,
100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Submission
Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in submitting a State-
ment of Qualifications as a Prime Consultant for the work and persons seeking
opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The benefits of attendance
include networking opportunities between Prime Consultant and Sub-Consul-
tants, the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to interested
parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Submission Conference, and the
opportunity to receive detailed scope related information from the project owner.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the
Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agree-
ment, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of
time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent.

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, in
the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agree-
ment satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Quallifications, for
any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected
by JMAA to perform the Services.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solicited
by this RFQ.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

4/12/2018, 4/19/2018
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LEGAL LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

ADVERTISEMENT FOR REQUEST FOR BIDS
LANDSCAPING IMPROVEMENTS
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NO. 6000-003-18
APRIL 4, 2018

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“*JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at
the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Termi-
nal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi,
until 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on May 10, 2018 (the “Bid Dead-
line”), for services in connection with Landscaping Improvements, Project
No. 6000-003-18, at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
(the “Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. Central Stan-
dard Time on May 10, 2018 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Community Room,
Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building, Suite 300 at JAN. JMAA invites
Bidders and their authorized representatives to attend the Bid Opening.
The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be
marked with the wording: “Landscaping Improvements, JMAA Project No.
6000-003-18.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for with-
drawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be consid-
ered for any cause whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest most responsive and responsible
bidder as determined by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in
the Information for Bidders. The Information for Bidders contains, among
other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders
and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder.
Any Addenda issued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifications;
clarifying and/or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/
or answering questions in relation to the Instruction to Bidders, including
plans and specifications, shall become part of the Information for Bidders.
Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of the
Agreement.

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Bidders from
JMAA by contacting Bonnie Spears, Procurement Specialist, as follows:
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 100 International Drive,
Suite 300

Attention: Bonnie Spears
Procurement Specialist

Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 360-8623

Email Address: bspears@jmaa.com

or from JMAA's website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/pro-
curement/

The contact for all questions and submittal of Bids and required forms is
Bonnie Spears, Procurement Specialist. Ms. Spears can be contacted at
bspears@jmaa.com or 601-360-8623.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time
on April 17, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at
the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Interna-
tional Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at
the Pre-Bid Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in
submitting bids as a Prime Contractor and persons seeking opportunities to
provide work as a Sub-Contractor. The benefits of attendance include net-
working opportunities between Prime Contractors and Sub- Contractors,
the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to interested
parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference, review of the
plans and specifications, and a site visit of the area covered in the scope
of work. No site visits will be scheduled other than the one provided during
the Pre-Bid Conference.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work
by Addendum issued before the Bid and to hold and examine bids for up to
ninety (90) days before awarding the Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to
provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Ad-
denda by posting on JMAA's website (https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-
with-us/procurement/). JMAA will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each
Addendum to all persons on record as receiving a copy of the Information
for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Work solic-
ited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: April 4, 2018 /s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.,
Chief Executive Officer

4/5/2018, 4/12/2018

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION OF THE MINOR CHILD
NAME HEREIN
CAUSE ACTION NO. AD 2018-11147 0/3

TO: THE UNKNOWN FATHER OF A

African-American Female child born on

November 25, 2014 at Central Mississippi Medical
Central in Jackson, Mississippi to a

Twenty-five (25) year old African American female,
An adult resident citizen of Hinds County, Mississippi

You have been made a Defendant in the suit filed in this Court by Shuntel
and Emmorita G. Sanders who is seeking Petition for Adoption.

THE Petition which has been filed in this matter is important and you
must take immediate action to protect your rights, if any.

You are summoned to appear and defend against said complaint or petition at
9:00 O’clock A.M. on the 2nd day of May 2018, in the courtroom of the Hinds
County Chancery Courthouse at Jackson, Mississippi, before Honorable De-
nise Owens. In case of your failure to appear and defend a judgment may be
entered against you for the money or other things demanded in the complaint
or petition.

You are not required to file an answer or other pleading but you may do so if
you desire. If you file an Answer or other pleading, you are required to mail or
hand-deliver a copy to the attorney for the Petitioners, Damon R. Stevenson,
1010 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, 769-251-0207.

Issued under my hand and seal of said Court, this the 21st day of March, 2018.
Eddie Jean Carr, Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi

3/29/2018, 4/5/2018 4/12/2018

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2007 Toyota Camry 4T1BE46K38U791991
Registered to Matthew Nelson

Dealer Funding, Lien Holder

Date of Sale: April 13, 2018

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services;

6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and
all bids.

Time: 10:00 A.M.

3/29/2018, 4/5/2018, 4/12/2018

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Stat-
utes governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following
vehicle will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this
sale.

2000 Chevy Imp — 2G1WF55E6Y9125363
Registered to Hargrave, Shanice A.

Pioneer Credit Company, Inc., Lien Holder
Date of Sale: April 13, 2018

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services;

6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any
and all bids.

Time: 10:00 A.M.

3/29/2018, 4/5/2018 , 4/12/2018

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR ON CALL ENGINEERING SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER: 020-17B

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements
of Qualifications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of
Qualifications”) to provide Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) for on-call
engineering services (including assessments, design and material rec-
ommendations) in support of limited construction projects at the Jackson
Medgar-Wiley Evers International Airport (“*JAN”) and Hawkins Field Air-
port (“HKS”); and (ii) approval of a two (2) year contract term for these
on- call engineering services

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at
JMAA’s administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jack-
son-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive,
Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on Friday, May
18, 2018 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after
the Deadline for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents
relating to this Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file
and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information
for Respondents contains a copy of the RFQ, General Information for
Respondents, Information Required from Respondents, and Criteria for
Selection.

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents
from JMAA by contacting Deuntagus Herndon, JMAA Procurement Spe-
cialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority

100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208) Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109

Attention: Deuntagus Herndon, Procurement Specialist Telephone No.:
(601) 939-5631, ext. 622

Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713

E-Mail: dherndon@jmaa.com

or from JMAA's website at https://jmaa.com/corporate/partner-with-us/
procurement/

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 3:00 p.m. central time
on Wednesday, April 25, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mez-
zanine Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208.
Attendance at the Pre-Submission Conference is highly recommended

for all those interested in submitting a Statement of Qualifications as a
Prime Consultant for the work and persons seeking opportunities to pro-
vide work as a Sub-Consultant. The benefits of attendance include net-
working opportunities between Prime Consultant and Sub-Consultants,
the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to inter-
ested parties as part of the minutes from the

Pre-Submission Conference, and the opportunity to receive detailed
scope related information from the project owner.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations
with the Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to
produce an agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within
a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Re-
spondent.

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respon-
dents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and
enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifi-
cations, for any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a
Respondent selected by JMAA to perform the Services.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services
solicited by this RFQ.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

4/12/2018, 4/19/2018

Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3073 - JPSD Chromebooks and Carts

Electronic reverse auction bids shall be received for the above bid by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, beginning at 10:00
AM. (Local Prevailing Time) April 27, 2018, at which time bidding shall
begin and run until such time as suppliers have completed entering bids.
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-
five calendar days from the date bids are opened.

A complete bid package which contains bid instructions, specification re-
sponse sheets, and bid training may be obtained by registering as a sup-
plier at HYPERLINK “http://tools.southernprocurement.com” http://tools.
southernprocurement.com (select ‘Register/Login’) and then emailing
vaughn@southernprocurement.com to request a complete bid package.
Please use the term “JPS CHROMEBOOKS AND CARTS” in the subject
line. Vendors must include full contact information, including company
name, email address, telephone numbers and contact person in your email
request. Email requests will be filled within 24 hours of submission or regis-
tration. Registration with Southern Procurement Services and acceptance
of the Southern Procurement Services Platform Agreement is not optional
and is required in order to participate in this bidding event. No exceptions
will be made.

Specification responses must be submitted for this bid event, and are due
no later than Thursday 26 April 2018 at 5:00 PM local time in order to be
considered for this bidding opportunity. Bid responses should be delivered
to:

Vaughn Blaylock

Vaughn@southernprocurement.com

4/12/2018 , 4/19/2018

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Advertisement for Bid 3072
Bid 3072 Upgrades and Improvements at South Jackson Field

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M.
(Local Prevailing Time) May 08, 2018, at which time and place they will be
publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the
project will be held at South Jackson Field, 2607 Raymond Road, Jackson,
MS 39212 on April 23, 2018, at 11:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid con-
ference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to
withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days
from the date bids are opened. Bid documents are being made available
via electronic copy. Plan holders are required to register for an account
at www.m3aarchplans.com to view Bid Documents. Plan holders will be
responsible for their own reproduction cost. Questions regarding website
registration and online orders, please contact Plan House Printing at (662)
407-0193. Questions regarding plan clarifications or request for information
should be directed to the architect as follows:

M3A Architecture PLLC/William L. McElroy AIA, NCARB
4880 McWillie Circle, Jackson, MS 39206
601-981-1227 — P

601-983-4444 — F

Attn: Preston McKay — Project Manager

4/12/2018 , 4/19/2018

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Jackson, MS will conduct Public Hearings and an Application Work-
shop regarding the development of its 2018 One-Year Action Plan of the 2015-
2020 Consolidated Plan. The Annual Action Planning process requires broad
public participation by citizens and entities which are interested in, or are pro-
viding assistance in, the areas of housing, services for the homeless, public
services and other community development activities.

The draft 2018 One Year Action Plan will contain applications for funding from
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The City of
Jackson estimates that we will receive $1,644,796 in Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) funds; $659,902 in Home Investment Partnerships
(HOME) funds; $153,673 in Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds; and
$1,452,270 in Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) funds
for a total of $3,910,641. Due to the Federal budget negotiations, the actual
amounts funded may differ.

This notice’s amounts originated from last year’s allocation; however, the City
anticipates adjusting the amounts after final Federal budget negotiations.

The Public Hearings will explain the purpose of the City’s Annual Action Plan;
discuss the City’s goals and accomplishments with HUD funds; and consult with
the public by accepting public comments regarding proposed activities for the
programs. The Public Hearings will be held at the following locations:

April 26, 2018 6:00 p.m.
May 9, 2018 6:00 p.m.

May 16, 2018 6:00 p.m.
Ave. May 31, 2018 6:00 p.m.

City Council Chambers, 219 S. President St.
Bolden Moore Library/Westside, 1444 Wiggins Rd.
Grove Park Community Center, 4126 Parkway
Warren Hood Building, 200 S. President St.
(Final Public Hearing)

Further, the City of Jackson will conduct an Application/Proposal Workshop on
Thursday, May 31, 2018, beginning at 9:30 a. m., at the Jackson Police De-
partment Training Academy, 3000 St. Charles St. for non-profit organizations
interested in applying for CDBG, ESG, HOPWA, and HOME funds. Non-profit
organizations may obtain Application/Proposal packets at the workshop.

Public comments and/or Application/Proposal packages for CDBG, ESG, HOP-
WA, and HOME funds should be delivered to the Development Assistance Divi-
sion, Richard Porter Building, 218 South President St., 2nd Floor, Jackson, MS
39201, no later than 5:00 p.m., Monday, July 2, 2018. No public comments or
Application/Proposal packages will be accepted after this deadline.

The draft Annual Action Plan will be available for review at the final public hear-
ing and on the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov by May 31, 2018. Resi-
dents with disabilities are encouraged to notify the City at least five (5) days
before the public hearing of any needed accommodations. For more details
contact the Office of Development Assistance Division at 601-960-2155.

4/12/2018
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

IN RE: CUSTODY OF
KE’NIYAH CHRISTYANA FEAZEL

CAUSE NO. P2018-106T/1

TO: THE UNKNOWN FATHER OF A

African- American Female child born on
December 16, 2007 at ST. Mary Medical

Center in Long Beach, California to a

Nineteen (19) year old African American female,
An adult resident citizen of Long Beach, California

You have been made a Defendant in the suit filed in this Court by Kenneth
and Gerald Johnson who is seeking Petition for Guardianship.

THE Petition which has been filed in this matter is important and you must
take immediate action to protect your rights, if any.

You are summoned to appear and defend against said complaint or petition
at 9:00 O’clock A.M. on the 22nd day of May 2018, in the courtroom of the
Hinds County Chancery Courthouse at Jackson, Mississippi, before Honor-
able Dewayne Thomas. In case of your failure to appear and defend a judg-
ment may be entered against you for the money or other things demanded
in the complaint or petition.

You are not required to file an answer or other pleading but you may do so if
you desire. If you file an Answer or other pleading, you are required to mail
or hand-deliver a copy to the attorney for the Petitioners, Damon R. Steven-
son, 1010 North West Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39202, 769-251-0207.

ISSUED under my hand and seal of said Court, this the 21st day of March,
2018.

Eddie Jean Carr, Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi

4/12/2018 4/19/2018 4/26/2018

YOUR IMPACT
with Print

&O0nline
ADVERTISING!

75% of Mississippians read a
Newspaper online or in print weekly!

Double your impact with a business ad in
NEWSPAPERS running both in print and online.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
Contact Sue Hicks: 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

All attractions, shows, rides and activities are
included in the low admission price!

Four days of affordable

family fun!

%\@d F oSt/

|dgeldnd

PRESENTED BY Mississippi

Freedom Ridge Park

i www.kidfestridgeland.com

BlueCross BlueShield
of Mississippi

® Zoppé, an Italian
Family Circus

e Hilby: the Skinny
German Juggle Boy

e Scales, Tails & Teeth Walk-Thru Reptile Zoo
featuring Jimmy Riffle of the Gator Boys

® Disc-Connected K9s
o Amusement Rides, Train Rides and Lots More!

For complete information and admission discount
coupon, please visit kidfestridgeland.com

ANYTIME OHNLINE

Breaking News

Streaming Videos

Interactive Blogs

www.mississippilink.com

Pick Up

THE MIissISSIPPI 1 INK

AT THE FOLLOWING LLOCATIONS:

JACKSON

BULLY’S RESTAURANT

3118 Livingston Road

CASH & CARRY

Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL

219 S President St

GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road

DOLLAR GENERAL

3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

2030 N Siwell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

4331 Highway 80W

DOLLAR GENERAL

5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL

1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL

304 Briarwood Dr

DOLLAR GENERAL

2855 McDowell Rd

DOLLAR GENERAL

104 Terry Rd

JJ MOBIL

Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.

MCDADE’S MARKET

Northside Drive

MCDADE’S MARKET #2

653 Duling Avenue

PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall

350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART

5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE

Fortification and I-55

TWO SISTERS KITCHEN

707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE

Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA

6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)

RITE AID

380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID

114 E. McDowell Rd

RITE AID

6075 Old Canton Rd

CANTON

A&l

716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B

702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE

3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE

Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART

743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY

Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS

K & K ONE STOP

110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE

421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

BYRAM
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 |-55 South Frontage Road
VOWELL'S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

CITY HALL

Terry Road

CLINTON
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

RIDGELAND
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

TERRY

SERVICE STATION

at Exit 78

CITY HALL

West Cunningham Avenue

RAY MOND

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER

505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY

122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS

LOVE FOOD MART

120 E. Main Street,

Raymond, MS

RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL

110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE

UTICA
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18

PITT STOP

101 Hwy 18 & 27

BOLTON
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

MCAN

Mississippi Classified Advertising Network

To place your statewide classified ad order, call MS Press Services at 601-981-3060

Classes / Training

Services-Legal

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance.  Call

Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-
367-2510.

Emp. - Trucking

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed fo run from S.E. to West
Cooast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 601-939-8088. www.tuckerand-
son.com

For Sale

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, bapfistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com

Home Improvement

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY,
ONE DAY UPDATES! We specialize in
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring
and seated showers. Call for a free in-

home consultation: 1-855-536-2188

DENTAL INSURANCE. Coll Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350 procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress
Ad# 6118

SAVE ON MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
INSURANCE! Get a FAST and FREE Rate
Quote from Medicare.com. No Cost! No
Obligation! Compare quotes from major

insurance companies. Operators stand-
ing by. Call 1-844-504-5990

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.

Call now! 877-863-6359

NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION? We

can help with your new personal injury,
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bank-

ruptey case. 888-641-7560

MEDICAL-GRADE HEARING AIDS for
LESS than $200! FDA-Registered. Crisp,
clear sound, state of-the-art features and
no audiologist needed. Try it RISK FREE
for 45 Days! Call 1-844-236-3062

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY,

Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes. Running or not!  All condi-

tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

Services-General

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE. Over 150
Channels. ONLY §35/month (for 12
mos.) Order Now! Get a $200 AT&T Visa
Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions
apply) CALL 1- 855-978-3110,

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free

Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-877-628-3143

Services-Financial

OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE?  Denied o
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-

ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help, 866-948-7316

Services-Medical
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s

largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!

Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-877-224-1236.

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........5210
1 col. x 2 inch.............5525
1 col. x 3 inch.............5785
1 col. x 4 inch...........51050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060

Week of April 08, 2018
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Alcorn deepens roster with
three more 2018 signees

chopsports

More speed and agility was
added to the Alcorn State Uni-
versity football roster with the
post-signing day additions of
Calvontay Key, De’Shawn
Waller and Nigel Wood, an-
nounced by head coach Fred
McNair.

“We’re bringing in guys
who we expect will make us
better right away,” McNair
said. “Not only are they add-
ing depth on the field, but they
are the high-character, high-
class young men that we’re
looking for at Alcorn. They are
the right fit for our program.”

Coming in at 6-2, 165
pounds, Key is a defensive
back from Gainesville, Flor-
ida. He totaled 150 tackles,
seven tackles for a loss, a sack,
three interceptions, three fum-
ble recoveries and two blocked
punts in his varsity career at
Eastside High School.

In addition to his defensive
duties, Key also played wide
receiver and hauled in 37 re-

ceptions in his career.

Key was named to the Flori-
daHSFootball.com  All-State
Honorable Mention Team as
well as the All-Area First-
Team. He comes to Alcorn as
a true freshman and will have
four years of eligibility.

Waller joins the program
as a 5’11, 210 pound running
back from Atlanta, Georgia.
He played the last two sea-
sons at Hutchinson CC where
he tallied 888 rushing yards
on 177 carries, averaging 5.0
yards per rush and six touch-
downs.

This past season, Waller av-
eraged 18.9 yards per punt re-
turn and 20.4 yards per return
in his career in kickoffs.

In high school, Waller
notched 3,135 rushing yards
at Best Academy, averaged
9.9 yards per carry and 149.3
yards per game. He registered
40 touchdowns total including
32 rushing.

Waller has also displayed
soft hands and grabbed 27 re-

ceptions in high school for 434
yards and five touchdowns. He
averaged 16.1 yards per re-
ception. Waller will have two
years of eligibility remaining
at Alcorn.

Staying on the offensive
side of the ball, Wood is a 6-4,
230 pound tight end from Pop-
larville, Mississippi. He spent
last season at East Central CC
where he recorded 12 recep-
tions for 172 yards and four
touchdowns. Wood averaged
14.3 yards per reception.

At Petal High School, Wood
racked up 44 receptions for
586 yards and eight touch-
downs. He averaged 13.3 yards
per catch en route to becoming
a 2014 Hattiesburg American
All-Area Team Honorable
Mention. Wood will have two
years of eligibility remaining
at Alcorn.

Alcorn has now signed a to-
tal of 23 student-athletes for
2018 include nine from Mis-
sissippi.

#FearTheBrave

Mean Green takes
doubleheader over Devilettes

chopsports

The Mississippi Valley State
University Devilettes and the
University of North Texas Mean
Green squared off in a double-
header on the campus of Missis-
sippi Valley State Sunday at 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. The Mean Green
took game one 9-0 in sixth in-
nings and rallied to secure game
two 7-4.

Game 1:

In game one of the scheduled
doubleheader, the two teams
faced off with cool temperatures
and high winds out of the East
Northeast.

Alyssa Montes took the loss for
MVSU inside the pitcher’s circle
for the Devilettes.

Mississippi ~ Valley finished
with two hits and one error in the
six-inning contest. Relinquish-
ing runs in the first (one), fourth
(two), fifth (three) and sixth

(three).

Mean Green scored nine runs
on 12 hits and one error.

Game 2:

In game two, the wind slowed
from 13 mph of game one to
eight. Mississippi Valley started
scoring early in the contest, with
two runs in the bottom of the first.

In the bottom of the second, the

Devilettes scored an additional
two runs. UNT scored once in
the second. After two complete,
MVSU held a 4-1 advantage.

Mean Green scored twice in the
fifth, bringing the score to 4-3. In
the sixth, they (North Texas) was
able to score four runs to bring the
score to 7-4.

Alejandra  Salazar received
the loss in the circle for the Dev-
ilettes. MVSU wrapped the con-
test with four runs on seven hits
and five errors.

UNT tallied seven runs on 11
hits and three errors.

The Devilettes will travel to
Huntsville, Alabama, to face the
Lady Bulldogs of Alabama A &
M University. The two will face
off in a three-game series starting
April 13 and wrapping up with
a doubleheader April 14. Game
times are 3 p.m., 12 p.m. and 2
p-m. respectively.

Frigid Conditions
Halt Devilettes

chopsports

With a temperature of 39 de-
grees and rain falling lightly, the
Devilettes and the Mean Green
of the University of North Texas.

Mississippi  Valley 0, North
Texas 11

Mississippi  Valley’s batters
were unable to get an offensive
scheme rolling, as the weather

prevented the ladies bats from
heating up.

Chandler Ellis took the loss
for the Devilettes inside the
pitcher’s circle. MVSU tallied
six errors in the contest, while
allowing 11 runs on 12 hits and
one error.

North Texas scored five runs
in the first, three in the second,

once in the third and twice in the
fifth.

The two teams will face off in
a doubleheader starting at 11:00
and 1:00 tomorrow, April 8th.

chopsports

Former standout wide receiv-
er Emmanuel Arceneaux will
be the Keynote Speaker for the
Braves Breakfast of Champions
event Thursday, April 19, on the
campus of Alcorn State Univer-
sity.

The event is designed to hon-
or student-athlete scholars who
earned at least a 3.0 cumula-
tive grade point average (GPA)
through the Fall 2017 semester.
This year’s event recognizes 160
student-athletes who accom-
plished that feat.

Each student-athlete scholar
will receive a commemorative
Wheaties Breakfast of Champi-
ons cereal box featuring a group
photo of the honorees.

Arceneaux is a 2009 graduate
of Alcorn and a native of Alex-
andria, Louisiana. He was a two
sport scholar student-athlete and
four-year letter winner with the
Braves in 2005, 06, 07 and 08.

Over four-years, he hauled in
99 receptions for 1,618 yards
and 12 touchdowns. He ranks
top-10 in career receptions at Al-
corn and is one of 15 Braves to
ever record over 1,500 receiving
yards.

Off the field Arceneaux main-
tained above a 3.0 GPA and was
the president of the student-
athlete advisory committee
(SAAC).

Upon graduation, Arceneaux
signed with the BC Lions in
the Canadian Football League
(CFL) in 2009. Arceneaux then
became the 53rd Brave to play
in the NFL in 2011 when he
suited up for the Minnesota Vi-

Alcorn honors 160 student-
athletes as Arceneaux
returns to speak at Braves
Breakfast of Champions

Arceneaux

kings. Arceneaux also spent a
season with both the Washing-
ton Redskins and New York Jets
before returning to the BC Lions
in 2013.

Arceneaux now has 524 re-
ceptions for 7,616 receiving
yards over seven seasons and
120 regular season games with
the Lions. His career reception
total puts him second all-time
to Geroy Simon’s 904 while his
7,616 receiving yards place him
third behind Jim Young (9,248)
and of course, Geroy Simon
(14,756). He’s hit the 100-recep-
tion mark the past two seasons
(°16, °17) and his 105 receptions
in 2016 also equals Simon’s
tally in 2006 as the second-most
in one season behind Darren
Fluties’ 111 grabs in 1994. His
54 career touchdowns are com-
plimented nicely by his 14.5-
yard average gain per catch and

L
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24 career 100-yard games. In
eight playoff games, he has 34
receptions for another 474 yards
and two majors.

Arceneaux is an avid support-
er of youth initiatives such as the
Shaw Respect Camp, a multi-
media event put on by Canadian
Red Cross and Shaw Communi-
cations to stress the importance
of respecting others.

By sharing his personal story
with young people, Emmanuel
encourages youth to open up
about struggles they may have
with bullying.

He also founded the Emanuel
Arceneaux project, which en-
courages youth to promote posi-
tive visions for positive results
and take advantage of opportu-
nities.

Arceneaux and his wife An-
dria have a six-week old son
Deuce Arceneaux.

Filings of Circuil and




www.mississippilink.com

FILM REVIEW:

APRIL 12 -

18, 2018 THE MISSISSIPPI LINK « 17

1L

GRIEVING DIPLOMAT RETURNS TO KILL 1
ZONE IN RAW-EDGED REVENGE THRILLER

By Kam Williams
Columnist

In 1972, Mason Skiles (Jon
Hamm) was a career U.S. diplo-
mat delighted to be serving his
country overseas in Lebanon.
In fact, he and his wife Nadia
(Leila Bekhti) were so comfort-
able living in the Middle East
that they had decided to adopt
Karim (Idir Chender), a 13
year-old Palestinian refugee.

This, despite the fact that
the destabilized region had a
history of easily falling into
a state of unrest where war-
ring factions remained on edge
for months, if not years. As a
seasoned veteran, Mason had
become fast on his feet and
knew to keep the lines of com-
munication open because the
fighting starts once the talking
stops.

However, that philosophy
proved futile the fateful day that
a colleague, Cal Riley (Mark
Pellegrino), arrived with some
shocking news. He announced
that Karim could be a security
risk since his older brother was
Abu Rajal (Hicham Ouraqa), an
infamous terrorist who had just

E
e
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taken part in the massacre of 11
Jewish athletes participating in
the Summer Olympics staged in
Munich.

Before Mason had a chance
to react, gunmen burst into the
house and start taking hostages.
By the time the dust settled,
Karim had disappeared and Na-
dia lay dead with a bullet in her
head. Therefore, Mason never
got a chance to discern whether
the orphan they had welcomed
into the family with open arms
was secretly a radical Islamist.

Fast-forward a decade, and
we find the still-grieving Ma-
son addicted to alcohol while
pursuing a totally different line
of work in Boston. Then, he re-
ceives word that his old pal Cal
has just been kidnapped in Leb-
anon. It doesn’t take much for
the U.S. State Department to
coax him out of retirement. But
can Mason lay off the booze,
and does he still have what it
takes to handle such a sensitive
assignment.

That is the intriguing prem-
ise established at the outset of
Beirut, an edge-of-the-seat, po-
litical thriller cleverly crafted

-

by Oscar-nominee Tony Gilroy
(for Michael Clayton). The pic-
ture was directed by Brad An-
derson and features a top flight
cast that includes Jon Hamm,
Rosamund Pike, Dean Norris
and Shea Whigham.

The plot thickens upon Ma-
son’s landing in Lebanon when
he learns that the mastermind
he must deal with is none other
than the now-grown Karim,
who is willing to exchange
Cal for his missing brother,
rumored to be languishing in
an Israeli prison. A raw, super-
realistic tale of revenge, set in
a godforsaken kill zone not on
this critic’s bucket list.

Excellent (4 stars)

Rated R for profanity, vio-
lence and a nude image

In English and Arabic with
subtitles

Running time: 109 minutes

Production Studios: Radar
Pictures / ShivHans Pictures /
Kasbah - Film Tanger

Distributor: Bleecker Street
Media

To see a trailer for Beirut,
visit: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=SagsqxiVStM

e Sudoku
Cryptogram TR .
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the - ‘ ) ) 3x3
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the - /"L//
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. - Q ‘e ]
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started. ///
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The Key to all Your Financial Needs

The Mayes Growp LLC is o full-service accounting business located in Jackson, Mississippl. ‘We
provide assistance with tax, financlal and business affairs—assistance that will improve the total
financial well-being of aur clients. With our experience and expertise, our clents can rely an us for
professional, timely and reliable services year-round. Cur commitmient to persons service is wihal
keeps our clients coming back,

Physical Address:
2659 Livingston Road
3 Jackson, M5 39213

Mailing Address:
PO Box 11552
Jackson, MS 39283

= www.thenuyﬂgmup.d_:nm (=
1 "1 cmayesgrouplic@gmailcom |
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Apples, bananas, cherries and
oranges.

Tasty things, available from
an appropriate tree, perhaps even
one in your back yard. But what’s
the story about them? Who was
the first brave soul to take a
chance and take a bite? In the
new book “Strange Fruit Volume
II” by Joel Christian Gill, you’ll
see that some histories remain
hidden on the vine.

Throughout history, a lot of
untold things happened that de-
serve to be remembered and

fri
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retold. That’s especially true of
Black History and in this book,
author Joel Christian Gill offers
up a few tales of inspiration and
amazement.

Take, for instance, the story of
Stagecoach Mary Fields.

At a time when the average
man was not quite five-and-a-
half-feet tall, Mary stood six
feet in height and weighed 200
pounds. It’s been said that she
never backed down from work
nor gunman, she was brave, she
loved baseball, and when the
Postal Service needed a stage-
coach driver for a dangerous

route, Mary literally fought to get
the job.

And then there’s the tale of
Blind Tom Wiggins.

Born into slavery, Tom was
without sight from his very first
day. He was also autistic and be-
cause of that, his master didn’t
think much about him — until the
day that Tom sat down at a piano
and played beautiful music with-
out having received any lessons
at all. Alas, his owner tricked
Tom’s mother into signing away
his life and though Tom later be-
came famous, he was never giv-
en his freedom.
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On the other side of the world,
Millie and Christine McCoy
were perfectly willing to speak
up for themselves. Also born into
slavery, in 1852, the girls were
conjoined at the pelvis and were
exhibited in Paris as “freaks”
that could sing; their managers,
in fact, called them “The Two-
Headed Nightingale.” They per-
formed beautifully, and at age
15, they used their voices to an-
nounce their decision that their
performances would no longer
include “embarrassing public
medical examinations.” At the
height of the Civil War, the en-

www.mississippilink.com

slaved girls took complete con-
trol of their lives.

Have you ever thought about
the parts of history you might
have missed? A small story here,
a single person there, things you
might like to know about? If
you’ve wondered, then you can
stop now: “Strange Fruit Volume
II”” helps fill you in.

With a title based on a Billie
Holliday song about lynching,
you can bet that the tales inside
this book — most of which come
from the latter 1800s — are inspi-
rational in the courage shown by
their subjects.

New fleet of vans
12 & 15 passenger vans
Unbeatable prices
Unlimited miles
Church / business trips
Family vacation & more
Cash or credit cards

Author Joel Christian Gill
brings eight individuals to light,
telling about them with sparse
colors, illustrations and few
words; despite that the stories be-
gin awfully abruptly, that irresist-
ible artwork makes this book kid-
friendly. A bibliography offers a
path toward more information.

While adults can (and will)
surely enjoy this book and may
learn a thing or two, it’s really
meant for those 11-and-up. If a
quick-to-read curiosity-satisfier
is exactly what’s needed for
home or school, “Strange Fruit
Volume II” is peachy.

3840 ROBINSON ROAD - JACKSON, MS 39209 - PHONE: 601-398-1162

SMOOTH 100.5 FM

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70°S, 80°’S AND 90°S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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College Hill M.B. Church

111" Anniversary Program
1600 Florence Ave. * Jackson, Miss.

Sunday * April 8, 2018
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the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA CHOICE BEEF

T-BONE
STEAKS

PER LB.

5799

FAMILY PACK BEEF

CHUCK
STEAK

PER LB.

5399

FAMILY PACK SPLIT

FRYER
BREAST

PER LB.

789

FRESH TURKEY

NECKS OR
WINGS

PER LB.

79

FRESH EXPRESS ICEBERG GARDEN

SALAD MIX

12 0.

709

April11-17,2018

110 East Academy

piggly wiggly

225 Meadowbrook Rd.

1574 West Government Blvd.

CANTON, MS JACKSON, MS BRANDON, MS
1150 East Peace St. 2875 McDowell Rd. Crossgates Shopping
CANTON, MS JACKSON, MS Village
STORE HOURS: STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday /7am.-9pm.  Monday - Saturday /7 a.m.-9 p.m. Down Home. Down The Street™
Sunday 8am.-8 p.m. Sunday 8am.-8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

USDA CHOICE BEEF

CHUCK
ROAST

PER LB.

5379

BONELESS

PORK LOIN
ROAST

PER LB.

$159

ALL MEAT

BRYAN
HOT DOGS

12 0Z. PKG.

2 /$3

SELECT TROPICANA

TWISTER
PUNCH

59 OZ.

5100

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH RED RIPE

TOMATOES

4 PACK

709

BONELESS

PORK
CHOPS

PER LB.

$799

REGULAR, THICK, GARLIC

BRYAN SLICED
BOLAGNA

12 0Z.

2 /53

SELECT

KELLOGG'S
CEREALS

8.7-10.5 OZ.

255

RUSSET

BAKING POTATOES |:

PER LB.

69"

BONELESS FRYER

BREAST

TENDERS

PER LB.

5199

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

(OUNTRY BRAND
MARGARINE 69¢

BLOCK/ SHREDDED

PIGGLY WIGGLY
CHEESE

SELECT

YOPLAIT

YOGURT

SELECT

GORTONS
FISH

(LWEYLR 1 || A—"

ASSOTED

MR, P$
PIZZA

FAMILY SIZE

HOT POCKETS  5%)%






