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BMA comes out against takeover of airport

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

The Business Ministerial
Alliance of Mississippi has
added its voice against the
state’s attempt to takeover the
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers
International Airport.
BMA held a press conference
in front of the state Capitol Jan.
15, and the Rev. Dwayne Pickett,
pastor of New Jerusalem Church
in Jackson, spoke on behalf of
the organization.
“The Business Ministerial
Alliance of Mississippi is deeply

concerned when it comes to the
conflict between our state and
city government surrounding
the Jackson Evers International
Airport. Officials from the state
of Mississippi and the city of
Jackson must work together
to create a path … where both
entities gain economically and
respect each other’s right to
survive, to exist, to prosper and
grow for the well being of all of
its citizens,” Pickett said.
“Now we do recognize that
the state has the authority to
do what can be looked at as a

hostile takeover of the airport’s
governing authority. We are
also aware that certain leaders
desire to exercise legislative
muscle to pass a bill that changes
the Jackson Municipal Airport
governing in our capital city
and for that and for us that’s a
problem.”
From several media reports
the Hinds County Board of
Supervisors,
Jackson
City
Council, Jackson Mayor Tony
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The Rev. Dwayne Picket and members of the Business Ministerial Alliance of Mississippi held a press
conference last week in opposition to the state taking control of the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers
International Airport. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
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Eyes on the Prize

Tougaloo
celebrates
King’s life
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Contributing Writer

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday celebrations
take on many forms each year reflective of the legacy
he endowed. From a day of giving and working to
improve the lives of the less fortunate, to assessing
if his “dream” has been realized “for all of God’s
children.”
At the historic Tougaloo College annual prayer
breakfast commemorating the life of King, its theme
“The Courage to Love: Social, Racial and Ethnic
Harmony” was demonstrated with its audience and
its multicultural, interracial and diverse interfaith
presentations.

Tougaloo

Continued on page 4

Journalist Juan Williams delivers the keynote address Jan. 15 during the 48th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Convocation at Jackson State University.
Williams spoke about the contributions of civil rights activists and the impact of his celebrated historical book Eyes on the Prize: American’s Civil Rights Years,
1954-1965, which was published in 1987. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

Williams reflects on book’s impact on race relations

The Mississippi Link Newswire
With his eyes still on the prize
and using reflections from his bestselling book of the same name,
national journalist and author Juan
Williams spoke rivetingly at the
48th Annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Birthday Convocation at Jackson
State University Jan. 15, about
historical events and people who
shaped the country’s civil rights

movement.
“I walk in faith, and I believe Dr.
King is alive. I feel (him) everyday
in my life,” said the Emmy Awardwinning political analyst for Fox
News and contributor to numerous
publications, including The New
York Times.
Friday’s event was sponsored by
JSU’s Margaret Walker Center and
was a prelude to Monday’s national

holiday celebrating the legacy of
the martyred civil rights legend.
Williams – who has interviewed
Presidents Barack Obama, George
H.W. Bush, George W. Bush, Bill
Clinton and Ronald Reagan – said
his acclaimed Eyes on the Prize:
America’s Civil Rights Years,
1954-1965 continues to surprise
him today because “people always
come back to the book.” He said,

“It’s opened my mind to the idea
of a talking book that’s constantly
in conversation – not just in my
head – but conversation with the
readers, conversation with current
events and conversation in terms of
ongoing racial controversies in our
country.”

JSU

Continued on page 2

Legislators, community honor King at breakfast

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Inside

Hinds County black legislators,
corporate partners, and Jackson
community service organizations
began their day Jan. 18, in Greater
Bethlehem Temple’s family life
center at the 24th Annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. prayer
breakfast.
While breakfast was served,
tables were decorated with JPS
children’s artworks, and the stage

Flint Michigan
seeks disaster aid
from President
Obama
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was aligned with elected officials
who demonstrated a consolidation
of leadership and credibility as
they reminisced about King, the
Civil Rights Movement, present
conditions and directions. The
audience was filled with public
officials,
Jackson
residents,
and neighboring citizens who
occasionally
responded
with
applause, head nods and standing
ovations.
At the outset Rep. Earle S. Banks

JPS superintendent
chosen educator of
year by magazine
Page 8

set the pace as presiding officer.
Soon to follow was the Rev. Tim
Curston who began one of three
prayers of cultural diversity. Those
present then fervently sang James
Weldon Johnson’s “Lift Ev’ry
Voice and Sing” that was backed
up with “Dreamer’s Litany” led
by Jean C. Frazier, director of
business development, marketing
and communications.
Rep. Chris Bell, D-65, delivered
the occasion. He explained that

Jamie Foxx called
hero after saving
a man following
car crash
Page 19

King cried “for justice for a
multicultural presence.” That
presence was met with a timeframe
when Mayor Tony Yarber of
Jackson issued a caveat in his
greetings: “How long depends on
all of us. It is dependent upon the
people in this room…leave to serve
compassionately.”
Hinds County District Supervisor
Peggy Hobson Calhoun stated that

Breakfast
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Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber presents City Councilman
Kenneth Stokes with the Eagle Award during the MLK
awards banquet held on Jackson State’s campus.
PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Locals awarded
at MLK banquet
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Days of activities in Jackson celebrating the memory
and birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. culminated
Monday, with the 24th Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. awards banquet recognizing people from Jackson and Mississippi whose achievements and service to
community were in keeping with King’s vision.
The event, organized by Jackson City Councilman
Kenneth Stokes, was hosted by Jackson State University with Mayor Tony Yarber as the keynote speaker.
An overflow crowd filled the banquet room in the
JSU Student Center ballroom for the event emceed by
radio broadcaster Stan Branson of WKXI-107 FM.
Awards were handed out to more than 70 people

Awards
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Robert Luckett, director of the
Margaret Walker Center, said,
“As a civil rights historian here
at Jackson State, the book keeps
talking to me, too. My work
and own scholarship owe much
to and stand on the shoulders
of Eyes on the Prize. I will be
using it this very semester as
a touchstone for my students
in my civil rights class. It will
open channels of conversation
for those students, and it will
represent a living history.”
Notable journalist Williams
said he recently discovered that
a copy of his book has found a
home in the White House library.
In addition, while working
as a correspondent for the
Washington Post in South Africa
– covering Nelson Mandela’s
release from prison – his book
helped him to get an interview
with the future president of that
nation because Mandela had
read Eyes on the Prize, which
was published in 1987.
“So, this book is alive for me
as the author,” Williams said.

“It’s alive in terms of today’s
conversations about race in
America – new developments
and controversies, election
of the first African-American
president, tragedies, shootings
of Tamir Rice, Michael Brown,
even disputes about history.
Remember the time (the
film) “Selma” came out and
the controversies about how

President (Lyndon B.) Johnson
was depicted. In every case,
people come back to the book
– the history, the starting point
for understanding the thinking
and finding common ground
about race in America today.
Sometimes it gets personal and
uncomfortable.”
Williams said some young
people even complain that his

book either focused too much on
Malcolm X or too excessively
on King. In general, he said,
the underlining implication for
some people was that King was
an “acceptable representative
of black America and to white
America – that he was more
milquetoast because he was
about nonviolence.” Others, he
said, favored the more militant

voice and the failure to expose
the aggression against Dr. King
by then-FBI director J. Edgar
Hoover as well as scandals and
alleged infidelity by King.
The journalist told students
that “this book is opening channels for you to have conversations to see what’s real and understand what you bring to the
story, what you bring to the book
and your preconceptions.”
Williams dismisses the notion
that the civil rights movement
is over and that we are postracial. “I don’t think so. …
We have people talking about
‘I can’t breathe.’” He said the
conversation moves from black
lives matter to all lives matter.
By living history, Williams
said we learn that King is helping to “shape, influence and
inspire us as we deal with the
ongoing history of race in America.”
Williams extolled the crowd
to never forget where they came
from. He said Eyes on the Prize
stays alive for him because it

Council. The airport’s land and
buildings have belonged to the
city of Jackson since the 1960s.
“The citizens in this city are
tired of being controlled by those
that do not have their best interest
at heart,” Pickett said. “We are
very concerned. This is a very
serious moment for us. As BMA,
we are willing to come together
with both sides to make sure that
all that is happening benefits all
those that are concerned. Jackson
will not be forsaken. These
citizens will have a voice in this
city. BMA will be out front in
this fight. We want both sides to
come together and cooperate.”
Some of those against the
legislation have suggested race
may be a factor since Dirk
Vanderleest, the former long-time
CEO of the Jackson Municipal
Airport Authority who is white,
retired in 2014. The current CEO

is Carl D. Newman, a black man,
who started in the position in
January 2015.
History often causes African
Americans to consider racial
factors, according to Bishop
Ronnie Crudup of New Horizon
Church International and BMA
member. As for the state’s
attempt to take over the airport
Crudup says, “It certainly has
some racial overtones.” He
describes the legislation as “bad
policy.”
“I think that this is the first
of many opportunities that will
come from the state or other
surrounding counties to take
something that is a jewel from
Jackson. The airport is a jewel,”
Crudup said.
“The Jackson Evers Airport
is a very important economic
engine for this city, for the
citizens of this city, so to take

away that economic engine
would hurt us now and also hurt
future generations,” Pickett said.
“We have decided that we are not
going to stand idly by and allow
that to take place.”
Crudup and Stamps noted
that in other parts of the country
– Charlotte, N.C. in particular –
states have tried to take control
of a city’s airport and failed.
Stamps
suggests
that
Mississippi
attorneys
are
possibly reviewing the Charlotte,
N.C., legislation to understand
how the state failed there in
order to be successful with the
legislation in Mississippi.
“We have to do the same thing
in reverse. What did Charlotte do
to be successful and strategize
here,” Stamps said.
One point Stamps emphasized
about the legislation is that the
city of Jackson has not received

a phone call or meeting request
to discuss representation of other
entities.
“I think its disingenuous to the
people to just say we are going
to change it versus we haven’t
even talked to the city leaders
about this. No one is saying
what the airport is doing wrong.
If you can’t point to a specific
problem, OK now it’s some other
interests,” he said.
In Stamps’ opinion, the state
could be looking at developing
a statewide airport system
since there are more than 100
state and public-run airports
in Mississippi. Such a system
would prevent local people from
being the decision makers at
other airports in the state such
as in Greenville, Hattiesburg,
and Gulfport. Stamps has spoken
with the Mississippi Municipal
League Board of Directors and

Singing “We Shall Overcome”, the crowd at the Rose E. McCoy Auditorium on the main campus of JSU
celebrates King’s legacy. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

triggers many of the following
questions: “Could it be that
anybody voted against the Civil
Rights Act of 1964? Is it true that
Nat King Cole, while singing on
a stage in Birmingham – and
people becoming upset that
he’s singing to white women –
grabbed him off the stage and
beat him? Is it true that Jackie
Robinson got booed and that
people on his own team turned
their backs on him? People say
that most people who took part
in Freedom Summer were white.
I say, ‘Yeah, that’s all true.’
In fact, a third of the students
involved in Freedom Summer
were women,” Williams said.
Another way that the book
talks to him, Williams said,
is that Eyes is not just about
King but also about others such
as civil rights figures Medgar
Evers in Jackson, Fannie Lou
Hamer, Vernon Jordan and
Thurgood Marshall. The story
about injustice continues, he
said, despite having a black man
in the White House.

he says several of them shared
the same concern that they would
lose control of their airports.
“Once the state sets a
precedence and makes it law, now
they can come and go forward.
This is not a black or white issue,
a Democrat or Republican issue.
This is a money-power issue, so
we must address it as such,” said
Stamps, who hopes the issue will
bring Jacksonians together for a
common cause.
“This is just a big chess
game, and if there’s ever been
a time where Jackson needs to
unify, this is the time. We need
black Jackson, white Jackson,
Democrat
and
Republican
Jackson, poor and rich Jackson
to stand up for Jackson’s interests
because even the Republicans in
Jackson should make an outcry
that you’re taking an asset from
my tax base.”

BMA
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Yarber and legislators Sen.
Hillman Frazier, D-27 in Hinds
County and Rep. Earle Banks,
D-67 in Hinds County have also
come out against the legislation
proposed by Sen. Josh Harkins,
D-20 of Rankin County.
The legislation would change
the makeup of the Jackson
Municipal Airport Authority’s
Board of Commissioners by
allowing the governor to appoint
two people from Hinds County,
two people from Rankin County,
and two people from Madison
County, and an at-large member.
“That’s
too
much
representation by one person,”
said Ward 4 City Councilman
DeKeither Stamps, who attended
the press conference.
Currently, JMAA’s board
consists of five people appointed
by Jackson’s mayor and
confirmed by the Jackson City
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VA program promotes King’s wisdom

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

The city of Jackson’s G.
V. (Sonny) Montgomery VA
Medical Center presented its
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. celebration in Montgomery
Hall from 11 a.m. to noon Jan.
15.
Mistress of Ceremonies
Jennifer
Sayles
set
the
stage when she shared that
participators were ready to
paint vivid pictures of King’s
impact on the nation and the
world at large.
MLK Committee chair Bernard Grant charged that despite
differences, VA employees and
audience attenders could attest
to having learned from their experiences.
Recollecting that King often
stated that it was human for
persons to have disagreements,
Grant claimed that the civil
rights martyr frowned upon
the behavior of persons who
became disagreeable. Forging
ahead, however, were human
dignity, honesty, and integrity
- the challenges Grant issued to
his listeners.
Featured speaker, the Rev.
Michael Harris, chief of Chaplain Services, noted that in his
desire to serve God and people,
King called for peace and chose
to be a man of faith. “Bigotry,”

VA officials Selena Wright-Brown, (from left); Bernard Grant, Robert
Stringer, Joseph Vaughn, the Rev. Michael Harris and Jennifer Sayles,
were on hand for the medical center’s King program. PHOTO BY JANCIE
K. NEAL-VINCENT

said Harris, was what caused
prejudice and injustice. “King
believed, however, that to get
back righteous, all society had
to do was to go back to its core
values of faith which is God,
which is love,” said Harris.
The chaplain ordered listeners to “go back to the John
Calvin’s, Martin Luther’s, and
Charles Wesley’s, all who rested
upon their core values.” Harris
reminded the audience that core
values were the foundation that
held America accountable that
everything is good. “Core values can spark a movement and
give life – to redirect society,”
the minister said.
Denoting that King’s legacy
“is not limited to his 39 years,”
Harris clearly stated that the
martyr will be remembered far
more for what he did than what

he said. “His legacy is dependent upon the deeds and the
living. Our character for the
sake of dignity and kindness is
called into question. So at the
VA core values are our care. Integrity (tells us to) do the right
thing. Commitment (tells us to)
make a solid promise for the
good of the group, the service
we work in, the committee we
serve upon, and the good of the
veteran that deserves our best,”
claimed the speaker.
Harris closed his address by
first appealing to VA personnel
“to ensure the relentlessness of
our service to the veteran by
seeing a person, not a preference, by treating him/her with
the same honor we desire for
ourselves, to aspire to live each
day like we want to be remembered.” He then told the rest of

the audience, “We owe it to ourselves to live for others, to face
others with valor and dignity
and reason to hold ourselves
to the core values Dr. King applied.”
As she echoed Harris’ sentiments, Florine Young stood
stilted behind the podium and
read her poem, “Men of Valor.”
The MLK Committee summarized King’s core values
that depicted him leading from
1955-56 a successful effort to
desegregate Montgomery, Ala.,
founding and serving as the first
president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in
1957, publishing in 1958 his
book Stride Toward Freedom:
The Montgomery Story, writing
1963 Letter from Birmingham
Jail, delivering in 1963 his “I
Have a Dream Speech,” winning the Nobel Peace Prize in
1964, organizing a mass march
in 1965 from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. and in 1968, along
with the SCLC, organizing the
Poor People’s Campaign on
economic justice.
The Martin Luther King Jr.
Program Committee included
Bernard A. Grant, chairperson;
Evelyn Jackson, Alfrenett Johnson-Orr, Naysha Bethea, Robert
Stringer, EEO Director; and Celeste Gaddis, EEO administrative assistant.
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though King had been dead 48 years, “he
would be pleased at the progress of the Civil
and Voting Rights Acts, the presidency of
Barack Obama, and Mississippi reporting
83 percent of black voter turnout, more
than in any of the other states.” She then
quipped that King may be disappointed
that there are not more women officials,
that Mississippi is the lowest percentage of
anything that is bad, that the confederate
flag continues to fly high, that some blacks
did not vote on the flag situation, and that
initiative 42 failed.
On behalf of corporate partners,
Lawrence Johnson of Entergy thanked
community leaders and legislators for their
strides and expressed a desire to engage in
team work.
Rosa L. T. Pridgen, chair of JMAA
Board of Commissioners, informed the
audience that the board opposes changes
made of its present structure. She called
forth team spirit when she told listeners,
“You are poised for great investments. It
is our prayer that you not be silent. The
ultimate measure of a man or woman
is where he or she stands in times of
challenge and controversy.” Calling for a
proactive stance, Pridgen left the audience
with, “The focus is on JMAA today, but it
may very well be on you tomorrow.”
Dr. Linda West, executive director of
Mississippi Families for Kids, said frankly,
“Dr. King wanted all of us to do the right
thing. All children deserve at the end of the
day to have a place to call home.”
Eventually, the offering
of prayer was given in segments. Rep. Kathy Sykes,
D-70, called for the peace
of David “as he walked
through the valley of the
Sykes
shadow of death.” She
moved onward and said, “Give us the extraordinary peace that Dr. King had to allow us to have super ordinary courage…
Give to the world that which we need most,
peace.”
Mississippi College Graduate School

Sen. Hillman Frazier and Marian Talley,
president of Mary Church Terrell Literary
Society and associate pastor of Farish Street
Baptist Church, enjoyed the event. PHOTO BY
JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

of Law student Xiwei Wu, for Immigrant
Citizens Rights Allianc, prayed, “Please
help the youth practice respect and love
and understand unity and equality. Help
them learn the value of being servants
and to quickly adapt to this new country
(America).”
The Rev. Rims Barber gave a charging
prayer when he told listeners, “Remember
wherever you go, God is with you and
He has sent you there. Go and make a
difference for our state, nation, and world.”
Sen. Hillman Frazier, D-2, prayed,
“We’re here because the state legislators
have not funded the education of our
children properly. God, you are able to
make changes in hearts and families.
We’re here praying for (greater youth
participation) and the leadership of our
country. Attend to our needs and bless us
as we remember what Dr. King fought for.”
The Rev. James Heneley
said to God, “We come this
morning trusting in you,
for we know that you can
unify us.”
Rep. Jarvis Dortch, D-66
Dortch
concluded, “We remain

hopeful for the future. We thank you Lord
for your love.”
Not only was the audience held captive
by the rhetorical stances, but they were
moved by The Lion King, sung by Calandra
Davis Daniel accompanied by her mother
on the guitar.
The following elementary schools were
acknowledged: Baker, Green, Johnson,
Lee, North Jackson, Dawson, Marshall,
and Oak Forest, as well as Jim Hill,
Murrah, and Callaway high Schools.
Ushers were Beta Delta Omega and Rho
Lambda Omega chapters of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. and National Council
of Negro Women.
Several respondents to the event stood
out.
“This was a very befitting program,
a reminder of all the sacrifices…made
for humanity,” stated Marshand Crisler,
deputy chief administrative officer for the
city of Jackson.
Marian Talley, president of Mary Church
Terrell Literary Society and associate pastor of Farish Street Baptist Church noted,
“The program was truly inspiring and timely. It honored the life and work of Dr. King
(and referenced) community challenges
which we must be aware of and participate
in were outstanding.”
Sponsors were Entergy; Atmos Energy,
Bank Plus, American Medical Response,
Hinds County Sheriff’s Department, Southern Farm Bureau Casualty Insurance Co,
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Alpha Delta
Zeta Chapter, Chris Bell Insurance Agency,
UAW and Ebony Pearl Foundation, Inc.
Community partners were Magnolia
Health – Centene Corp. Alpha Phi Alpha
– Alpha Epsilon Lambda Chapter, Buddy
Medlin and Associates, Willie Bozeman,
Catholic Charities, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. – Jackson (MS) Alumni Chapter, Hinds County Democratic Executive,
Mississippi Immigrants Rights Alliance,
Thompson and Associates, Mary Church
Terrell, Peoples Funeral Home, Inc. and
Autumn Woods Memorial Gardens.
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Tougaloo College President Dr. Beverly Hogan, her husband Dr. Marvin
Hogan, and Millsaps College President Dr. Robert Wesley Pearigen hold
hands while singing “We Shall Overcome.” PHOTOS BY DIAMOND WILLIAMS
The annual prayer breakfast
held Jan. 18, in Tougaloo’s
Kroger Gymnasium was cohosted by Millsaps College.
Dr. Robert Pearigen, president
of Millsaps, blessed the food.
Beverly W. Hogan, president
of Tougaloo, introduced the
speaker for the breakfast –
Attorney Alphonso Mike Espy
– and gave closing remarks.
Presidents of the two colleges’
student bodies – Tasha McGuire
of Millsaps and Acacia Cooper
of Tougaloo – greeted the
breakfast gathering.
Tougaloo’s chair of the
Psychology Department, Shaila
Khan sang “We Shall Overcome”
in the languages of Bangladesh,
Bengali and English.
Tougaloo students Joshua
Dedmond, a senior, gave the
opening Christian prayer and
Jasmine Whipps, a junior, gave
the benediction.
Prayers also were offered by
Millsaps international students –
all sophomores - Leon Karekazi
from Rwanda, Joonha Noh from
South Korea and Nga Do from
Vietnam.
Unity prayers for peace were
given by Professor Abdelfatah
Ghozlan from Egypt who read
from the Qur’an in Arabic;
Profesor
Ying-Ting
Wang
from Taiwan who prayed
in the Chinese language of
Mandarin; and Professor Chiho
Takasu from Japan who read
a philosophical reflection in
Japanese.
Espy spoke to the balance that
King represents yet reflected on
the “imbalance” he sees today.
He pointed out that on this
same third Monday in January
each year, in Mississippi there
are two annual holidays; Jan.
18 was also the celebration for
Mississippians of Confederate
Gen. Robert E. Lee.
He added that while states like
South Carolina took down the
divisive emblem of confederacy
that it still flies over Mississippi.
This is a time when “silly men
embody political ambition,” he
said, reiterating a line from the
prayer given by student Dedmond. He pointed to the process
taken now where politicians
“choose” their voters by the
process of redesigning voting
districts.
Then he outlined the rest of
his talk by the standard given by
President Barack Obama in his
final State of the Union Address
a week earlier, which Espy said
was imperative that he attend.
Epsy said he was at the first
State of the Union Address the
President gave and now he has
attended the last.

Awards
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from all walks of life during the program
under the theme “Living the Dream of Dr.
King: United and Strong.” Stokes said
living King’s dream means achieving
what is seemingly impossible. “Even in
death, Dr. King still speaks,” Stokes said.
King, who was assassinated in Memphis April 4, 1968, was born on Jan. 15,
1929, and would have been 87 years old
this year.
Yarber was introduced by Ethel Mangum, who urged support of the mayor as
the city tackles issues and problems that
plagued the city long before his tenure
began.
“The mayor has a lot to do, but we have
to help him,” Mangum said. He can’t fix
all the long-standing problems overnight,
she said, adding that he still will be held
accountable for his actions in handling
city business.
Yarber gave a rousing speech that asked
and addressed the question King posed
years ago: How long? How long before
African Americans were granted basic
human and societal rights in America?

Yarber echoed the question as it applies to society today by asking how long
will it take for us to understand that black
minds matter? He also noted that black
dollars matter, too. “We are in a perpetual
state of slavery, poverty, and deprivation
that we all have to give an account for,”
he said. Yarber posed the statements in
reference to recent chants of “Black Lives
Matter” in the wake of police killings of
black men across the country.
Yarber touched on issues such as
crime, education and economics during
his speech, which drew applause from the
audience throughout.
“We’re not really concerned about the
plight of our people until we are serious
about ensuring that 3- and 4-year-olds
have the ability to read before they get
to kindergarten. How long?” Yarber said.
“We’re not serious about the plight of
public education if we continue to perpetuate laws that keep our children at a
disproportionate disadvantage?”
“Every time Jackson Public Schools
starts to do well, you change the rules.

How long?” he asked.
King begged the question years ago
and today, Yarber said, the answer needs
to be “not long.”
When Councilman Stokes tried to present Yarber with an award, the mayor said
no. He said Stokes deserved an award
for the work he has done for the city of
Jackson. Yarber presented Stokes with the
“Eagle” award because of his tenaciousness and enduring fight for the betterment
of Jacksonians.
“He will fight against anything that affects people, from water bills to police
chases in the city to pit bulls in neighborhoods,” Yarber said. “He deserves the
honor tonight.”
Numerous Jacksonians were lauded
during the event for their service to Jackson and the state with awards in the names
of prominent public servants.
Percy Davis, gospel radio broadcaster,
was honored as “Man of the Year.” Davis,
program director for WOAD-AM Gospel
1300, said he was humbled to have his
name associated with the King event. “If

it were not for Dr. King, we would not be
in this facility tonight.” He urged everyone to rededicate themselves to making a
difference in the world every day.
Opera singer DeAnna Tisdale, was
selected Woman of the Year. She is the
daughter of the late Jackson Advocate
publisher Charles Tisdale.
Other key awardees were:
• Zack Wallace, Hinds County Circuit
Clerk, Award of Merit
• Dr. Carolyn Meyers, JSU president,
Coretta Scott King Award
• Stan Branson, WKXI 107, Barack
Obama Award
• Judge Ceola James, Mississippi Court
of Appeals, Alice Tisdale Award for Public Service
• Dr. Cedrick Gray, Superintendent of
Jackson Public School, Dr. John A. Peoples Award
• J’Wonn, R&B musician, Stan Branson Award
Stephanie R. Jones can be reached
at srjones13@gmail.com or (601) 4550372.

Atty. A. Mike Espy addresses
the annual Martin Luther King
Jr. prayer breakfast at Tougaloo
College co-hosted by Millsaps
College.

“The President started out
eight years ago by saying ‘there
are no red states and no blue
states, only the United States
of America.’ Yet the one disappointment the President expressed this year in regret was
that his administration’s promise
eight years ago had not brought
us together. We are turning on
each other and not to each other,” Espy said.
Espy said the political call
used to be “I feel your pain.”
He continued, “Now we want
someone who says ‘I feel your
anger.’” Adding to his concern
and the problem, Espy said that
this is the candidate who “is being accepted, promoted and embellished.”
Where is the anger coming
from? Espy pointed to the predictions that by year 2043 states
like Georgia and Mississippi
will be “majority minorities” –
populations of now considered
minority groups will outnumber
today’s majority populations.
Espy was the first AfricanAmerican to be elected to the
U.S. Congress from Mississippi
since the Reconstruction era.
He is a member of the national board of directors for
Cultivating New Frontiers in
Agriculture. He has represented CNFA in Cuba, Ethiopia
and other developing countries
to craft agricultural programs
geared toward asset and wealth
development and economic sustainability.
He is also a board member of
HOPE Enterprise Corporation, a
regional economic development
organization offering banking,
credit improvement and other
financial services to Mississippians and others throughout the
mid-south.
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Center plans ‘Dream On’
screening, discussion
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Pinned between stagnant
wages and the soaring costs of
housing, education and healthcare, millions of Americans are
struggling to make ends meet.
To address these urgent issues
before the critical election next
year, the Margaret Walker Center at Jackson State University
will host a preview screening of
“Dream On” at 6 p.m. Jan. 26 at
the JSU Student Center Theater
before it airs on PBS.
After the screening a panel
discussion will be held with political comedian and actor John
Fugelsang via Skype; Jody Owens, managing attorney for the
Mississippi office of the Southern Poverty Law Center; and
Mississippi Sen. David Blount.
“Dream On” features John
Fugelsang as he retraces
the journey of Alexis de
Tocqueville, whose study of this
young country in 1831 came
to define America as a place
where anyone could climb the
ladder of economic opportunity.
Following in the Frenchman’s
footsteps, Fugelsang speaks with
fast-food workers and retirees,
prisoners and entrepreneurs,
undocumented immigrants and

community organizers about
their hopes, dreams, and daily
struggles.
“Dream
On”
explores
whether the optimistic spirit
of the American Dream that
Tocqueville observed is alive
and well in the 21st century.
“We are excited to engage
the JSU community and the
broader public in this important
conversation, particularly during
this presidential-election year,”
says Margaret Walker Center
Director Robert Luckett. “This
film will undoubtedly prompt a
spirited discussion.”
In recent years the venerable
American Dream has become
an empty promise for increasing
numbers of Americans. Millions
of middle class Americans are
now unable to maintain the standard of living that they took for
granted growing up, and more
low-income families are unable
to lift themselves out of poverty.
As countless Americans struggle
with diminished prospects for
the future, our core beliefs about
the value of work, the inevitability of progress, the fairness
of the system, and America’s
standing in the world are being
shaken.

“Most Americans believe
that the term ‘working poor’
should be an oxymoron: if you
work full time, you should not
be poor,” says director Roger
Weisberg. “But today, one in
four American workers, 30 million people, earns less than the
federal poverty level for a family of four. Rather than taking a
conventional documentary approach to the problem of rising
income inequality and declining social mobility, I decided to
adopt the cherished American
film tradition of the road trip and
follow the journey of Alexis de
Tocqueville.” For Weisberg, “by
capturing the stories of a diverse
group of Americans struggling
to climb the economic ladder,
we were able to put an intimate
human face on the endangered
American Dream.”
John
Fugelsang
says,
“Tocqueville didn’t want to
create a simple travelogue,
and neither did we. He wanted
to understand how America
worked, and we wanted to
see how America could keep
working. We found that the
divisions and dysfunction in
the areas Tocqueville reported
on – in commerce, government,

religion, and race relations –
were still prevalent and festering
today. We wanted to report on
the whole of America in all her
imperfect splendor. And by not
turning away from her defects,
we wanted to find new reasons
to hope.”
Fugelsang was the host of
America’s Funniest Home Videos and has appeared on CNN,
CNBC, MSNBC, Fox News,
HBO, and NPR. Currently, Fugelsang hosts a daily political
comedy program called “Tell
Me Everything” on the new SiriusXM Insight Channel. As a comedian, actor, writer, talk show
host, and pundit, Fugelsang’s
eclectic background allows him
to bring equal doses of wit and
wisdom to the film.
DREAM ON is the 32nd
documentary produced and
directed by Weisberg for
national public television. His
previous films have won over
one-hundred-and-fifty awards
including Emmy, duPont, and
Peabody awards, as well as two
Academy Award nominations.
DREAM ON builds on this
extensive body of work and
represents the culmination of
nearly four decades of reporting

on ways to remove barriers
and expand opportunities for
disadvantaged Americans.

This event is free and open to
the public and is for educational
purposes only.

AKA Sorority plans Miss Calendar Girl Cotillion
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Ebony Pearls Foundation, Inc., which is the
charitable arm of Rho
Lambda Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., in Jackson will hold
its Miss Calendar Girl Cotillion at 7 p.m. Jan. 23, at the
Brandon Civic Center.
The cotillion has provided
educational, cultural and social training to high school
students.
The nine young women
featured in the calendar are
Armani Williams, Daisha
Golden, Jesceion Jones,
Kiana Ervin, Kiyah Riley,
Maiah Scott, Raven Hayes,
Amish Laird and Hallie
Millsaps.
The annual event is the
culmination of a threemonth training program in
which young women and
men engage in leadership
development workshops, etiquette sessions, community
service and social activities
with an emphasis on “Leadership, Scholarship and Service.”
The mission of the foundation includes enhancing
the quality of life in Hinds,
Madison, and Rankin counties by providing access to
necessary resources.
In the past three years
alone, we have awarded
approximately $28,000 in
scholarship funds to area
high school seniors.
The scholarship recipients, which currently number more than 100 since
inception, have gone on to
become engineers, healthcare professionals, lawyers,
entrepreneurs and educators.
The public is invited to
this 26th Annual Cotillion
Fundraising Event.

Kiana Ervin

Daisha Golden

Raven Hayes

Jesceion Jones

Zamilh Laird

Hallie Millsaps

Kiyah Riley

Maiah Scott

Armoni Williams
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Foster care director to speak For- and non-profit groups
encouraged to apply for AT&T
at JSU Welfare Institute
The Mississippi Link Newswire
David Chandler, the newly
appointed executive director of
Mississippi’s Division of Family
and Children’s Services, will
discuss plans for overhauling the
state’s foster care and child-welfare
systems as the keynote speaker
of the annual Mississippi Child
Welfare Institute Conference in
Jackson Jan. 27-29 at the Marriott
Hotel at 200 E. Amite St.
The event is sponsored by
Jackson State University’s School
of Social Work.
Chandler, a former Mississippi
Supreme Court justice, will join
national and Mississippi experts
in health rights, fundraising, Head
Start, adolescence medicine, foster
care and other fields during the
conference.
The conference begins Jan. 27,
with a youth empowerment session
and continues the following two
days with plenary sessions and
workshops. The closing luncheon
will be Jan. 29. Registration costs
(before Jan. 18) are $125 for
professionals, $45 for students and
$200 for exhibitors.
Since 2002, the annual
event has attracted hundreds of
attendees, including renowned
speakers, professors, professionals,
college students and vendors
from throughout the state and
country. Continuing education
units are available for Mississippi
practitioners. Children’s advocates,

Chandler
church leaders, youth, and others
working to provide healthy and
safe environments for families and
communities are invited to attend
the conference.
Plenary speakers include Pearl
Dowell, president of the Early
Learning Consulting Group, based
in Winston Salem, N.C. She is
known for raising millions of
dollars to support minority male
initiatives, Head Start and other
programs.
Dr. Samuel L. Jones, vice
president for Student Affairs at
Jones County Junior College in
Ellisville, will also participate. He
is an author, professional speaker,
and former professional basketball
player.
Other local speakers include
Dr. Sadhana Dharmapuri and Dr.
Nneka Holder of the University

NEWS BRIEFS
The Links plan Mardi Gras
Ball at Country Club
The LeFleurr’s Bluff Chapter of The Links Inc., will
hold its Mardi Gras Ball at 7 p.m. Jan. 30, at the
Country Club of Jackson.
Tickets are $75.
For more information visit www.lefleursbluff.com or
email lefleursblufflinks@gmail.com.

JSU scholarships
available
The Jackson-Hinds Alumni Chapter of Jackson State
University’s National Alumni Association scholarship
deadline is Feb. 1.
The selection committee must receive applications
by the deadline from 2016 high school graduating
students interested in attending JSU.
Students are encouraged to visit their high school
counselor’s office to receive an application.
Scholarship funds are awarded to students based
on financial need and the interview process.
Qualified applicants must be an incoming freshman
to Jackson State University, be a graduating high
school senior from JPS or Hinds County, plan to
attend Jackson State University and show leadership
potential.

The Mississippi Link

An award scholarship fundraiser banquet is planned
for 7 p.m. April 8 at the Mississippi e-Center at JSU for
recipients. Tickets are $40.
For additional information about the banquet contact
Bobbie Wilson at (601) 260-6279 or Mildred Stuckey at
(601) 354-1779.

Non-profits urged to
apply for WBC grants
The U.S. Small Business Administration is seeking eligible private, non-profit organizations (501c) in
Mississippi interested in hosting a Women’s Business
Center to apply for grants.
Mississippi was one of only a few states that was not
a recipient from the last round of potential grantees,
therefore the door of opportunity has been reopened,
off the normal cycle, by SBA, in order for the agency
to have another opportunity to get a WBC in the state.
A key criterion is that the organization must have
provided technical assistance to women entrepreneurs.
Many more specifics are included in the announcement
which has been posted on www.grants.gov.
It is critical that the instructions are followed as stated
in the program announcement and that the proposal be
completed in its entirety prior to timely submission. The
deadline to submit a proposal is 11:59:59 p.m. Eastern
Time, Jan. 28.
Proposals responding to this program announcement
must be posted to www.grants.gov. No other methods
of submission will be permitted.
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of Mississippi Medical Center
Division of Adolescent Medicine.
Dr. Ricardo A. Brown, dean of
the JSU College of Public Service,
said, “The Annual Mississippi
Child Welfare Conference provides
an opportunity for regional and
national stakeholders to learn
and share their knowledge and
experience to assist the most
vulnerable in our communities –
children. The College of Public
Service and the School of Social
Work at Jackson State University
applaud this important work, and
we are honored to be a partner.”
The MCWI is part of JSU’s
School of Social Work in the
College of Public Service. It
provides in-service and preservice education for current and
prospective child welfare public
and private employees.
A portion of the conference’s
proceeds
will
benefit
the
Gwendolyn
Spencer
Prater
Endowed Scholarship in Public
Service at JSU.
For
speakers,
registration
information
and
workshop
information, visit the Mississippi
Child Welfare Institute Conference
page on JSU’s School of Social
Work website.
For additional information
about sponsorship and the
conference, contact co-chair Dr.
Theresia Ratliff at (601) 979-8899
or theresia.johnson-ratliff@jsums.
edu.
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The Mississippi Link Newswire
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.
– AT&T is calling on edtech ventures to apply for the
AT&T Aspire Accelerator.
The program is part of our
$350 million commitment to
empower students to reach
their full potential. For- and
non-profit
organizations
chosen to participate in the
program will get financial
investment, access to expert
services and mentorship.
This class follows the
inaugural class that graduated
in October 2015:
GradGuru (501(c)3), San
Francisco, Calif.
LearnTrials, Raleigh, N.C.,
MindBlown
Labs,
Oakland, Calif.
PlayPosit
(formerly
eduCanon), Baltimore and
Washington
Quill (501(c)3) Brooklyn,
N.Y.
These five ed-tech ventures
thrived in the program.
Together, they have already
impacted more than 2 million
students, 200,000 teachers,
and 4,500 schools throughout
the United States.
The Aspire Accelerator
application is open through
Feb. 5. The program will
begin with selected ventures
in May 2016.
“The Aspire Accelerator
shows how we use the power

of our network to build a
better tomorrow,” said Nicole
Anderson, assistant vice
president, Social Innovation
at AT&T. “The inaugural
class’ results continue to
amaze us and are being used
by students, teachers and
districts daily. I can’t wait
to see the game-changing
solutions this year’s class
will bring.”
The Aspire Accelerator
benefits from an external
board
of
advisors
of
leading
education
and
technology
innovators:
Charles Best, founder and
CEO,
DonorsChoose.org;
Kimberly Bryant, founder,
Black Girls CODE; Betsy
Corcoran, co-founder and
CEO, EdSurge; Ben Jealous,
partner, Kapor Center for
Social Impact; Nancy Poon
Lue, executive director of
GSV Summit; Daniel Lurie,
founder and CEO, Tipping
Point Community; Ramona
Pierson, co-founder and
CEO, Declara; and Sebastian
T h r u n , founder
and
C E O , Udacity.
“ W e need to welcome
ideas from every
corner
that
use technology
in
innovative ways to help
s t u d e n t s succeed,” said
N a n c y Poon
Lue,
e x e c u t i v e director,
GSV
S u m m i t . “The
Aspire

Accelerator’s unique focus
on helping both for- and nonprofit ed-tech ventures thrive
is already having an impact.
I’m excited to join the Board
of Advisors and see what the
2016 class will achieve.”
Aspire
Accelerator’s
customized 6-month program
includes:
Aspire
investment
–
$100,000 AT&T investment
and an additional $25,000 for
each venture to cover costs of
the program. For non-profit
companies, the investment
will be a general contribution.
They receive this in exchange
for participating in the Aspire
Accelerator and meeting
certain
requirements,
including submitting impact
measurements.
Mentorship
–
Access
to AT&T and external
mentors from education and
technology.
National
platform
–
Inclusion in the broader
AT&T Aspire initiative,
which is committed to driving
innovation in education.
Flexible
location
–
Organizations can participate
from where they are, without
relocating.
The Aspire Accelerator is
open to any venture working
to develop technology to
support students’ educational
and career success.

Deadline nears to apply
for NAACP contest

For more information regarding Wildlife Management Areas in Mississippi, visit us at www.mdwfp.com/
wma or call us at (601) 432-2199.

Time is running out to apply to participate in the
NAACP ACT-SO competition.
The NAACP’s Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics is a yearlong achievement
program designed to recruit, stimulate, and encourage high academic and cultural achievement among
African-American high school students. The competition spans more than 26 categories in the areas of
science, humanities, business, culinary, visual arts,
and performing arts. The deadline for applications is
Jan. 29.
For more information, call the Mississippi State Conference NAACP at (601) 353-6906.

Greek groups to host
Boots and Brim Dance

Wildlife Management
area turkey hunting
applications available
The Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries,
and Parks is now accepting online applications for
Wildlife Management Area turkey draw hunts. Applications can be submitted at www.mdwfp.com/draws;
the deadline to submit applications is Feb. 15. All applicants must have a valid WMA user permit to apply.
WMA user permits are available for purchase online at
www.mdwfp.com or may be purchased anywhere hunting licenses are sold.

Subscribe TODAY

The Madison County (MS) Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and the Epsilon
Kappa Kappa Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc., along with Uplift Incorporated (501 c3), will host
the second annual Boots and Brim Dance Feb. 6, at
the Canton Multipurpose Center.
This western-themed dance provides charitable
support to an organization in the Madison County
community. This year’s dance will benefit High
Hopes Farm in Madison.
The mission of High Hopes Farms is to enrich the
lives of all people through the benefits of horseback
riding and other equine-assisted activities regardless of age, ability, and financial background. The
farm’s therapeutic horseback riding program serves
an array of clients with special needs.
Tickets for the event are $25 and may be purchased via Paypal using the following email address
for payment: Upliftincorporated@yahoo.com. Attire
is western or causal. A night full of music, fun, food
and charitable service is planned.
For more information, contact Keila Brown at
(601) 672-6880, Dominick Riley at (601) 201-0643,
or Don Spann at (601) 750-2827.
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Responsible gun ownership is not
only a right, but a duty of citizenship
By Armstrong Williams
NNPA News Wire Columnist
It has been
said time and
again, but it bears
repeating: about
the only thing
that
restrictive
gun laws have
done in our country is prevent
the good guys from defending
themselves when bad guys attack.
This maxim applies directly
to the San Bernardino, Calif.
situation, an immense tragedy in
which fourteen innocent people
were gunned down by a married
couple with Islamic extremist
allegiances.
California has some of the most
restrictive gun laws in the nation,
including a ban on assault rifles of
the type that were used in the San
Bernardino attacks. But that did
not stop terrorists from obtaining
the weapons illegally and using
them on defenseless citizens.
This sad story has repeated itself
in numerous instances of mass
shootings around the nation,
from an elementary school in
Newtown, Mass., to Umpqua

Community College in Oregon.
However, the tide is starting
to turn. Washington, D.C. police
chief Cathy Lanier said in a
recent 60 Minutes’ interview that
because deaths in mass shootings
usually occur in the first few
minutes (before first responders
have a chance to arrive on the
scene), members of the public
should protect themselves by any
means at their disposal, whether
that means running away or trying
to overpower the attacker. Lanier’s
statement is a stark departure
from the usual advice given by
law enforcement: stand by and
wait for the police to arrive. But
in the age of the suicide terrorist
or mass shooter that advice is no
longer applicable. People have to
do whatever they can to protect
themselves, even if that means
killing an attacker.
On the other side of the debate,
you have gun control advocates
who argue that mass shootings are
made more possible by permissive
gun laws that allow deadly
weapons to get into the hands of
criminals. But that flies in the face
of the obvious facts. Case in point

is the city of Chicago, which has
one of the highest murder rates of
any major city in the U.S., while
at the same time boasting some of
the most restrictive gun laws in the
nation. Not only have thousands
of people died by gun violence in
Chicago over the past few years,
police and first responders have
rarely if ever prevented an active
shooter from taking out innocent
citizens.
Chicago has a concealed
carry law that permits citizens to
apply for a license to bear arms.
However, the approval process
is shrouded in secrecy. The city’s
“Concealed Carry Licensing
Review Board” is being
inundated by a flood of lawsuits
over its refusal to issue licenses
to law-abiding citizens. The suits
allege that the review process
violates citizens’ constitutional
rights to due process because it is
conducted entirely in secret, does
not provide a reason for refusal,
and provides no administrative
appeals process once a person’s
application is denied. The kicker
of course is that these restrictive
laws disproportionately affect

African-American
applicants
with no criminal records, many of
whom have military backgrounds
indicating that they would be
responsible license holders. One
wonders whether this process has
in fact been designed specifically
to prohibit inner city blacks from
bearing arms and upholding their
second amendment rights. This
would not be the first time gun
regulations have been used to
selectively discriminate against
inner city residents – people who
are arguably most in need of
protection.
We have to change our
orientation towards bearing
arms and realize that the nation’s
founders enumerated the right to
bear arms in the U.S. constitution
for a good reason. With proper
training, guns can be our friend,
and offer protection for our homes
and families.
People need to know, for
example, that even in states like
Washington, D.C.; there is a
concealed carry licensing process
that has been in place since 2008.
It requires that one’s firearm
be registered and the carrier

licensed. The licensing process
requires training on the operation
of firearms as well as the selfdefense laws and situational
awareness training. Many people
may not be aware of this, but D.C.
law has a lot in common with
Florida’s ‘stand your ground’
laws. In D.C., for example, there
is no duty to retreat from a threat.
You are justified in using deadly
force if warranted to protect your
own life, or even the life of a third
party.
The process for learning your
rights and obtaining a legal carry
permit can often be expensive
and time-consuming, but when it
comes to protecting one’s life and
the safety of one’s family, it is a
duty we have to embrace.
Race and socioeconomic
background definitely play a
role in the process of responsible
gun ownership. Firstly, financial
requirements to get through
the licensing and registration
process can be daunting. For
someone with no prior training,
it might cost upwards of $1,000
to get all the necessary training
and certification (in New York

it can cost up to $11,000). The
second barrier is generally time.
Training courses are demanding
and require dedication to
mastering the basics. The third
thing is background, meaning if
people have been involved in law
enforcement issues in their youth
that might hinder them from being
licensed in the future.
In the immediate aftermath
of the San Bernardino shooting,
gun sales have skyrocketed all
across the United States. People
are looking to protect themselves
and their families. In this day
and time a knife won’t help you,
but a gun just might. People feel
more empowered when they have
learned how to defend themselves.
It is a deeply American
sentiment that to be robbed
of one’s safety and security
is paramount to living under
tyranny. And that is something we
just won’t stand for.
Armstrong Williams is manager
/owner of Howard Stirk Holdings
I & II Broadcast Television
Stations and executive editor
of American CurrentSee online
Magazine.

Black Lives Matter CFPB cracks down on
calls us to action illegal debt collections
By Carlton Brown
Special to The Mississippi Link
Being a person
of a certain age,
who came of age
during the civil
rights era in Mississippi on this
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, I
am pondering Black Lives Matter.
It is a simple phrase but for me it is
replete with ambiguity.
I imagine that Medgar Evers, a
neighbor and friend of my family,
had he not been assassinated by
a future candidate for lieutenant
governor of the great state of
Mississippi, would have believed
that in 21st Century America there
would have been no possibility of
ambiguity in the simple three word
statement Black Lives Matter.
Evers, like King, was an
optimist about the possibility of
justice, the tilt of the universe and
the universality of love and hope.
I believe that the Black Lives
Matter movement, a product of
our “virtual” 21st Century being,
ascribes to the same optimism
that guided the larger than life
courageous leaders like King.
During an age when young people are more likely to be engaged
in Snap Chat, Facebook or video
games like Call of Duty, while
other voices were silent, the Black
Lives Matter movement beckons
us with its sometimes virtual call to
action. Like flash mobs, which can
be called together for a party, Black
Lives Matter calls us to ask important questions, which absent its
voices, would be lost in the noise of
meaningless chatter.
Even the name itself raises
questions. Black Lives Matter
depending on intonation, can be
a declarative statement, meaning
black lives “do” matter. They
matter as much as any other lives,
including white lives. Depending
on the experience driven
perspective of the listener, the
conditional modal verb should also
be consciously or subconsciously
inserted precedent to “Matter” as
in “Black Lives Should Matter,”
but do they?
Black
Lives
Matter?
Alternatively Black Lives Matter

can be followed with a contextual
question mark. Of course black
lives matter to someone, but do
they matter as much as other lives?
Do they matter as much as white
lives? The simple addition of a
question mark implies that the
supposition can be examined using
a combination of the Socratic
Method and Scientific Method of
inquiry.
First we need a statement of the
theorem and it is: “Black Lives
Matter as Much as White Lives.”
If we ask ourselves questions
about equivalence or equality
which define “equal matter,” there
are a series of questions we can
ask. To be fair, if we were truly
engaged in a Socratic discussion
we would first have to ask are
the questions themselves relevant
for defining “equal matter.” That
notwithstanding for this brief
discussion, I will assume that the
questions represent commonly
held beliefs about moral and social
equivalency.
Based on published research,
scholarly articles, statistics, census
information and news media, we
know the answers to the questions
that follow. If we ask these
questions and get a false response
for any of the answers, then
accepting the Scientific Method,
the theorem that black lives matter
as much as white lives is not true,
no matter how much we wish it
were true.
Is there equal justice with regard
to incarceration rates for black
lives and white lives for equivalent
activities? Are white youth who
use illegal drugs incarcerated at the
same rate as black youth who use
illegal drugs? False.
Are educational opportunities
equal for blacks so that they may
have an equal opportunity to improve the quality of their lives? If
educational opportunity is correlated to investment per student in suburban (read white) school districts
compared to urban (read black)
school districts, again we get a false
on the equivalency question.
Do representatives of the
state shoot unarmed black youth
playing in parks with the same
frequency that they shoot unarmed

white children playing in public
parks? False.
Do blacks murder, rape, rob
and pillage blacks at the same
frequency that blacks murder,
rape, rob and pillage white people?
False.
Do black workers earn equal
wages for equal work? False.
Are blacks given equal access
to housing in all communities in
which white are given access?
False.
Do blacks of equal educational,
economic and insurance means as
whites receive equal medical care
as compared to whites? False.
Are blacks with equal income
and equal credit ratings as whites
given equal access to loans and
other financial services as whites
of the same means. False.
Though the answers to these
rhetorical questions, might suggest
that black lives do not matter as
much as white lives, I believe the
Black Lives Matter movement is
anything but pessimistic. I think the
movement is a call to action for all
of us to make Black Lives Matter.
Like King, these young people
are effusive in their optimism and
belief that collectively we can
make a difference.
While the two primary political
parties competing to occupy the
White House have cautiously and
in some cases caustically, attempted
to place the Black Lives Matter
movement in a neat little box in the
corner, those of us who believe in
justice know there are no neat little
boxes in which the opponents to
inequality and injustice will fit. It
is not just their voices and bodies
but all of us who not only on MLK
day, but everyday, must take action
to assure that black lives matter.
That a group of young people have
the audacity to claim that Black
Lives Matter, is not a sardonic
commentary on the condition of
blacks in the world, but instead is
call to action for all people to make
Black Lives Matter!
Carlton Brown of Brooklyn, NY
is co-managing director of Direct
Invest Development LLC and adjunct associate professor at Pratt
Institute graduate school of planning and environmental studies.

By Charlene Crowell
NNPA Columnist

As
holiday
revelers toasted
the season, a key
federal regulator
took two steps
to ensure that
2016
would
bring an important change for
consumers harassed by illegal
debt collector actions.
On December 16 and its third
action against a large national
payday lender, the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) ordered EZCorp, Inc.
to refund $7.5 million to 93,000
consumers and pay an additional
$3 million in penalties for illegal
debt on high-cost payday and
installment loans.
CFPB found that EZCORP
collected
debts
with
a
litany of illegal actions that
included visits to homes and/
or workplaces. Even worse,
by requiring payments via
electronic
fund
transfers,
consumers often wound up with
multiple charges.
The required electronic
withdrawals from consumer
accounts frequently triggered
additional
overdraft
fees
charged by banks.
CFPB’s investigation that
began in July determined
multiple violations of the
Electronic Fund Transfer Act
and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform Act’s ban on unfair or
deceptive acts or practices.
Days later on December

28, CFPB filed a proposed
settlement in federal court
that once approved, will stop
a Georgia-based law firm and
its principals from flooding
courts with lawsuits that were
as faulty as they were prevalent
in harming consumers. Some
consumer advocates believe
that this first-of-its-kind suit
and settlement together set a
significant precedent.
This second enforcement
action culminated a July 2014
lawsuit brought by CFPB
against a Georgia-based law
firm, Frederick J. Hanna and
Associates, for operating an
illegal debt collection lawsuit
mill.
Specifically,
CFPB
charged the firm with two major
violations:
• Intimidating consumers
with deceptive court filings
that enabled the firm to churn
out hundreds of thousands of
lawsuits over a four-year period
from 2009 to 2014
• Introducing faulty or
unsubstantiated evidence to
support its lawsuits, resulting
in the collection of millions of
dollars each year – often from
consumers who may not have
owed debts.
“The Hanna firm relied on
deception and faulty evidence
to coerce consumers into paying
debts that often could not be
verified or may not be owed,”
said CFPB Director Richard
Cordray. “Debt collectors
that use the court system for
purposes of intimidation should

reconsider how their practices
are harming consumers.”
With court approval, Hanna
and Associates and its principals
will:
• Pay a $3.1 million penalty
• End illegal collection and
intimidation tactics
• Be banned from filing or
threatening lawsuits without
substantial
and
specific
documentation on the affected
consumer’s debt
• Stop the use of deceptive
court documents to support its
cases.
In addition, three of the law
firm’s clients – JP Morgan
Chase, Portfolio Recovery
Associates and Encore Capital
Group must also revamp their
debt collection practices and
then refund millions to harmed
consumers. These actions stem
from separate collection cases.
“People struggling to pay
their bills should not also
fear harassment, humiliation
or
negative
employment
consequences because of debt
collectors,” concluded Cordray.
“Borrowers should be treated
with common decency…[W]
e will not tolerate illegal debt
collection practices.”
Here’s hoping that more
deceptive and illegal lending
practices are brought to an end
in 2016.
Charlene Crowell is a
communications manager with
the Center for Responsible
Lending. Charlene.crowell@
responsiblelending.org.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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MC Law School volunteers
support Habitat projects
Special to The Mississippi Link
Constructing Habitat homes
remains one of the cornerstones
of the Mississippi College School
of Law in Jackson.
MC Law volunteers showed
their commitment by partnering
with the Butler Snow law firm on
a Habitat project on Jan. 18. It was
a day focused on service across
the USA as the nation celebrated
the birthday of slain civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr.
Volunteering at the Habitat
work site on King’s birthday is
a reflection of “God wanting us
to carry out His will in our daily
lives,” says MC Law student
Ryan Wolf of Shreveport, La.
MC Law Dean Wendy Scott
appreciates the strong showing
once again on Monday by
students, faculty and staff to serve
others. “Service is part of the
DNA of MC Law School.”
Enrolling more than 400
students, MC Law reaches out
to others by providing free legal
services at Mission First to low
and moderate income clients in
the capital city. Students join
faculty and staff volunteering
at Habitat, Stewpot and other

MC Law students join Butler Snow employees for a photo at the Habitat site in Jackson on MLK Day.
local organizations from January
through December.
“Our service brings glory to
God and hope to those in need,”
Scott said.
MC Law School volunteers
teamed with the Butler Snow firm
in Jackson for five years to tackle
Habitat builds during the national
MLK holiday.
“The MC School of Law and
Butler Snow law firm embrace
the ideal that a day of service
embodies the essence of Dr.
Martin Luther King’s dream

by helping a brother and sister
in need,” says Cindy Griffin,
executive director of the Habitat
for Humanity Mississippi Capital
Area.
“The greatest satisfaction
from volunteering with Habitat
is that you are transforming lives
and changing neighborhoods
– building homes and building
hope,” Griffin said.
Armies of volunteers come
from colleges, law firms,
businesses,
high
schools,
government agencies, churches

Magazine honors Gray

Savvy Life Magazine has chosen JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray for its 2016 Young, Gifted and
Empowered Awards Educator of the Year.
“Dr. Gray has been acclaimed as a true educational visionary,” said a post on the Savvy Life website. “His
mantra of ‘Building Stronger Schools Together’ has taken the Jackson Public School District to new heights.”
Young, Gifted and Empowered awards are presented in six areas — arts, entrepreneurship, philanthropy,
education, innovation and leadership. The honorees are top influencers and advocates in these fields and
were selected based on their commitment to excellence, service, character, leadership and innovation.
The 2016 Young, Gifted and Empowered Awards ceremony will be held Feb. 28 at the Center for Arts and
Leadership at Jackson Preparatory School located at 3100 Lakeland Drive.

and other sectors to assist Habitat
year-round. Habitat provides
assistance to low income families
by building homes with an
affordable, zero interest mortgage.
On the MLK holiday, there
were three Jackson homes
extensively rehabilitated. One of
the projects will benefit Maxine
Thompson, 48, and Sammie Bass,
56, a married couple with two
daughters and two grandchildren
living with them.
For years, the family lived in
a three bedroom/one bathroom

older home with no running hot
water in the kitchen and various
foundation concerns. On rainy
days, water leaks from the ceiling.
From plumbing issues to electrical
flaws, problems were numerous
and the Mississippi family voiced
safety concerns.
A four-bedroom, two-bath
Habitat house located on Kevin
Garnett Court (named for the
NBA hoops star) will become the
new residence for the six-member
family. They will also be its new
owners. The homes in Jackson

were originally built for Hurricane
Katrina evacuees a decade ago.
Maxine
Thompson,
an
employee at Scott’s Miracle Gro,
appreciates the outpouring of
help from volunteers. “We are so
grateful to everyone making this
possible.”
On Monday morning, more
than 80 volunteers from MC
Law, Butler Snow, and other
sponsors, including Atmos and
the LeFleur’s Bluff chapter of The
Links, went to work. By noon,
they finished renovating three
Habitat homes on Kevin Garnett
Court for needy families.
A December MC Law graduate,
Ira Rushing was happy to pitch in.
“I thought it would be great way
to help people and give back to
the community,” he said. “Also,
it’s good therapy for studying for
the bar exam!”
The latest projects add to more
than 600 homes built in metro
Jackson since 1986 by Habitat
for Humanity Capital Area
volunteers.
For more information, contact
Habitat offices in Jackson at
(601) 353-6060 or go to www.
habitatmca.org

Mississippi Organ Recovery Agency
to present scholarships statewide
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Organ
Recovery Agency will be
present twelve scholarships
in May to high school seniors
across Mississippi who have a
belief in the lifesaving and life
improving gifts that organ, eye
and tissue donation can be for
others.
Eleven of the scholarships
will be valued at $500 and a
$1,000 scholarship will be also
given in memory of Glenda
Irene Woodall. Her son, Lavell
Woodall, an organ recovery
coordinator for MORA, is
presenting this scholarship in
memory of his mother.
“My mother had the belief
that everyone should have
the opportunity to further
their education by attending
college. I hope this will help
make someone’s educational
journey less stressful,” said
Woodall.
This is the second year
that MORA has offered

scholarships statewide. “We
feel like offering scholarships
is a part of our civic duty,” said
Kevin Stump, chief executive
officer of MORA. “We believe
in education, and we feel there
is not a better way to honor
students that either have a
connection to donation through
a personal experience or just a
belief in the lifesaving and life
improving gifts that organ and
tissue donation are to those in
need. We are certain that these
students will continue to seek
out opportunities to promote
donation in college and
beyond and their testimonials
are always very powerful,”
Stump added.
Certain criteria must be
met by seniors applying for a
scholarship. First, they must
be a graduating senior from
an accredited Mississippi
high school. They also must
be accepted by a community
college or university in
Mississippi or have intentions

of fall 2016 enrollment.
They must also have a grade
point average of 2.5 or
above; include two letters of
recommendation, one from a
teacher and one from an adult
of the student’s choice; and
include an essay of 300 to a
maximum of 750 words about
their connection to donation,
why they are registered
donors or the importance
of encouraging others to be
donors.
Applications
must
be
postmarked or hand delivered
no later than Feb. 26, and sent
to Susan Bonds, Mississippi
Organ Recovery Agency,
Midtown Pointe, 499 Gloster
Creek, Suite F1, Tupelo, MS
38801.
For
more
information
concerning these scholarships
contact Bonds, community
outreach coordinator, via
email at sbonds@msora.org
or by phone at (662) 8411960.

Dania wins Best Reviewer award
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University’s
Dr. Akash Dania was awarded
for contributing to the
advancement of the body of
knowledge in international
business studies.
Dania, associate professor
of finance at Alcorn’s School
of Business and director
of
Graduate
Business
Programs, won Georgia State

U n i v e r s i t y ’s
Best Reviewer
Award for the
2015 Academy
of International
Business-U.S.
Southeast
Dania
Chapter.
Dania was one of 12 finalists
from a total of 196 reviewers
from 40 countries who made
the academy meeting possible.

Dania
was
honored
to be recognized for his
contribution.
“To be recognized for
my work in advancing
international business studies
by my global peer community
is truly humbling,” said Dania.
“This award is a recognition
of the School of Business and
Alcorn State University for
supporting research efforts.”

Clergy invited to Piney Woods School luncheon
The Mississippi Link Newswire
All clergy are invited to
attend Piney Woods Country
Life School for a Fellowship
Luncheon from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Feb. 16.
During the luncheon clergy
will have a chance to meet and
talk with students from all over
the United States and Africa to
find out about their lives and

their future plans.
The event is also an
opportunity to see the campus
and get first hand knowledge of
the work that is going on at the
school.
The Piney Woods School is
a Christian educational college
preparatory school, founded in
1909, which has been celebrated as among the best boarding

schools in America. The school
is located at 5096 Highway 49
South, about 20 miles south of
Jackson.
RSVP by Feb. 2, to attend.
For more information and
to RSVP contact K. Thurman
at (601) 845-2214 ext 2700, or
email kthurman@pineywoods.
org . The school website is www.
pineywoods.org.
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News anchor Rankin reflects
on career in journalism
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University
alumna and Magee native
Katina Rankin has been making
her mark in journalism since the
late 1990s. As she looks back
over her career, she reflects on
when her interest in the media
began.
“I knew I wanted to be a
journalist my senior year in
high school,” said Rankin. “I
was an aid in the high school
counselor’s office. I happened
to pick up an Alcorn catalogue
from a shelf in the office. I was
flipping through the majors when
I saw mass communications. It
seemed fun and exciting. Thus,
my journey began.”
Rankin, who earned a
bachelor’s degree from Alcorn
and a master’s degree in
broadcast journalism from
Jackson
State
University,
currently works as the coanchor of Local 24 News at 5, 6,
and 10 p.m. in Memphis, Tenn.
She is also the co-anchor for
CW30 News at 9 p.m.
Prior to her role at Local 24
News, she was the anchor of the
top rated morning news show
at WLBT-TV in Jackson. She
has held similar positions at
WSMV-TV in Nashville, Tenn.;
WTVD-TV in Raleigh-Durham,
N.C., and WAPT-TV in Jackson.

Rankin
Rankin provides a glimpse
of what goes on in a newsroom
and what goes into putting together a daily newscast.
“There are morning and afternoon news meetings where the
news director, producers, assignment editor, anchors and reporters gather to discuss what’s
happening that day and to pitch
story ideas. After stories are
chosen, the reporters and photographers gather the information. The producers then write
the newscast and the anchors
give the information to the
viewers during the newscasts.”
When it comes to reporting,
Rankin enjoys asking questions
that some may shy away from.
She’s also fond of delivering
feel good news stories to the audience.
“I love being able to ask the

questions that will reveal a truth
that most people don’t want to
accept. It’s about accountability and honesty. I love positive
news too. It exists. We just have
to tell the stories.”
During her career, Rankin
has interviewed celebrities
such as Magic Johnson, Charles
Barkley, the Rev. Jesse Jackson,
the Rev. Al Sharpton, former
NAACP President
Myrlie
Evers, the late Rosa Parks and
the late B.B. King, to name a
few. Recently, she interviewed
Good Morning America anchor
Robin Roberts about her career
as a reporter, several bouts with
cancer and much more. Rankin
felt comfortable interviewing
the renowned journalist.
“I met Robin when I worked
for the ABC owned and operated
station in Raleigh-Durham,
N.C. So, it felt natural. I just had
a conversation with an amazing
individual.”
Rankin credits her faith
as the driving force behind
her successful career. She
encourages aspiring journalists
to seek spiritual guidance in
order to succeed in the media.
“Have faith, trust Him and
ask for guidance every step of
the way on your journey.”
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Alcorn announces new scholarships
for freshmen, returning students
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University is
increasing its university-funded
academic scholarships from
five to seven, giving more students more opportunities to
earn scholarships.
“It’s unfortunate when a lack
of money separates students
from academic advancement
and, ultimately, professional
goals,” Alcorn President Alfred
Rankins Jr. said. “We must be
responsive to the needs of our
students and identify strategies
to expand access and opportunities for the students that we
serve.”
The Alcorn Achieve Scholarship is perhaps the most unique
of the new offerings. While
most academic scholarships
award students based on composite ACT/SAT scores before
entering a university, this one
allows students who complete
30-credit hours at Alcorn and
earn at least a 3.3 GPA to enjoy
free tuition, room and board,
regardless of ACT/SAT scores.
Students would be awarded this
scholarship two to six semesters, depending on when they
qualify.
“With the new Alcorn
Achieve Scholarship, we want

to provide financial assistance
for those students that have
demonstrated academic excellence here at Alcorn,” Rankins
said. “Based on ACT/SAT
scores, these students would be
otherwise shut out from institutional scholarships and more
dependent on student loans.”
Rankins said the scholarships
are among the tools Alcorn is
using to increase university access, affordability and retention.
“Scholarships
minimize
the need for student loans and
bridge the gap between federal
and state grant aid,” Vice President for Student Affairs Emanuel Barnes said.
The President’s Excellence
Scholarship is the most lucrative of the new scholarships,
fully funding tuition, room and
board for four years and providing a $500 per semester book
allowance and a $1,000 stipend
each semester. It’s available to

the most prestigious scholars,
those who earn at least a 3.0 in
high school and score a 28 or
above on the ACT.
Additional scholarships – the
Provost Scholar, University
Scholar, Valedictorian Scholar,
Salutatorian Scholar and the
Community College Transfer
Scholar – recognize other
academic achievements with
varying awards.
In the past, scholarships required students to maintain
GPAs from 3.5 to 3.0 to continue their financial award. In
the upcoming year, all academic
scholarships will have the same
3.0 GPA maintenance requirements.
Students can apply for
these and other scholarships
by visiting www.alcorn.edu.
Students who have questions are
encouraged to call the Office of
Admissions at (800) 222-6790
or (601) 877-2400.

More Alcorn student teachers
begin their careers in education

Eight seniors participated in this semester’s second Pre-Service Seminar in the Walter Washington
Administration Classroom Building.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
A second group of Alcorn
State University students are
preparing to embark on their careers as teachers.
Eight seniors participated
in this semester’s second PreService Seminar in the Walter
Washington
Administration
Classroom Building. The seminar is a program that prepares
student teachers for various
teaching tasks, legal issues in
education, professional knowledge and professional practices
in the field of elementary and
secondary education.
Kristen Hughes, a Meadville,
Miss. native majoring in
elementary education, is looking

forward to using her skills while
leading her upcoming class.
“I’m excited and nervous,”
said Kristen. “I’m excited to finally put the skills I’ve learned
to use and take control of the
classroom. I’m ready to meet
my students.”
Rayven Riggs, a Brunswick,
Ga. native majoring in physical
education, feels equipped to
succeed as a teacher.
“I feel prepared because my
instructors took all of the right
steps to prepare us to be good
teachers,” said Riggs.
Caleb Slack, a Minneapolis,
Minn. native majoring in music
education, is confidant in his
ability to lead a class.

“I’m excited and nervous. It’s
a new challenge for me, but I am
confident that I will be able to
succeed,” said Slack.
LaShundia Carson, director
of student teaching and field
experience in the Department
of Education and Psychology,
is thrilled about the students’
futures.
“I am very excited for the
Spring 2016 student teachers to
begin their final phase before becoming certified teachers,” said
Carson. “This gives the student
teacher interns the opportunity
to make the connection between
the content learned in coursework and real life experiences in
the classroom setting.”

Alcorn decreases credit hour requirement,
supports four-year degree completion
The Mississippi Link Newswire
With the start of the 20162017 academic year, Alcorn
is reducing the credit hour requirement for baccalaureate
level degrees from 124 to 120.
“The reduction in credit
hours aligns with our goal
of promoting completion in
four years and have no delays
entering the job market,”
President Alfred Rankins Jr.
said. “This important change
reduces costs and debt load for
Alcorn students, encouraging
full time, continuous enrollment
and timely degree completion.”
Most classes are worth three
credit hours, although some
students earn one or two credit
hours, meaning students may
take more than 40 classes.
Rather than taking more than

five classes in a semester, some
working students found it easier
to enroll an additional semester, a decision that likely helped
them preserve higher grades
but increased total college expenses. Unable to pay for another semester, some students
opted to return to school later,
prolonging degree completion.
The new requirement means
students are more likely to
graduate in four years, getting
them into the workforce or
graduate school sooner and reducing college costs.
“We must continue to do all
that we can to better serve our
students,” Rankins said.
The change is the second in
an enrollment management
plan to increase access, affordability and retention. Rankins

eliminated out-of-state tuition
in the first phase, a significant
expense reduction designed to
boost affordability and retain
more students.
“For various reasons, students did not complete 124
hours in eight semesters,” Alcorn Executive Vice President
and Provost Donzell Lee said.
“With this initiative, if a student successfully completes 15
credit hours each semester, degree completion is achievable
in four years.”
Lee applauded the Alcorn
Council of Deans and Directors
for enthusiastically supporting
the 120-hour degree.
“This change is consistent
with national conversations on
timely degree completion,” Lee
said.
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Learning to Love God

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

captivity: 1 Kings 14:15, “The
LORD will smite Israel, as a
reed is shaken in the water,
and root up Israel out of this
good land which he gave to
their fathers, and scatter them
beyond the Euphrates, because
they have made their Asherim,
provoking the LORD to anger.”
Having idols, putting things
and people above God is a sure
way to cause you to forfeit what
God has in store or He will take
away what you have or remove
you from what you have. But
notice what God said, He will
do for those who love Him and
keep Him first in their hearts:
Exodus 20:6, “And I will have
mercy through a thousand
generations on those who
have love for me and keep my
laws.” He will show kindness
and favor on those who love
Him and He will make sure
that kindness is extended to
multiple generations.
Pastor Tony Evans said,
“As parents, we need to look
beyond our children to our
grandchildren and even our
great grandchildren. Then we
will raise our children with
far-reaching, eternal goals in
mind.”
If we want our children,
grandchildren, and even great
grandchildren blessed, we
must love God with all our
hearts and keep Him first.
God did not divide King
Solomon’s Kingdom although
he worshiped idols. God did
not divide Solomon’s Kingdom
while he lived because of
Solomon’s father David, who
loved God with all of his heart.
In 1 King 11:33, God
compared Solomon to David
and showed how David obeyed
the word of the Lord and in 1
Kings 15:5, God compared King
Jeroboam to David “because

Learning to
love God” is
a journey that
never ends. Our
challenge
is
learning to love
God more than
anything and anybody.
Notice how Exodus 20
starts and how it is arranged
where the Lord had given the
commandments. In Exodus
20:2 “I am the LORD your
God…” He reminds them
that He was their God, neither
people nor material things.
Then God reminded Israel
what He had done for them:
Exodus 20:2b, “…who brought
you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.”
It was not the gold you brought
with you that delivered you,
and it was not the strength of
the people that delivered you
because all of you were slaves.
It was the self-existent God
(Yahweh) who delivered you.
After God said this (I brought
you out of bondage) watch what
He said in Exodus 20:3, “You
shall have no other gods before
me.” In other words, since I
delivered you out of your mess,
you better not have anything
nor anybody ahead of Me. In
verses 4 and 5, God told them
do not create idols and worship
them. Do not make idols out
of your job, family, spouse,
celebrity or money. Then God
warned us what happens when
His people create idols in their
lives: “…for I the LORD your
God am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children to the third and the
fourth generation of those who
hate me.”
Idolatry was the primary
reason Israel was taken into
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David did what was right in the
eyes of the LORD, and did not
turn aside from anything that he
commanded him all the days of
his life, except in the matter of
Uriah the Hittite.” This verse
proves that although David was
a man after God’s own heart,
he was not perfect. However,
he made a gruesome mistake
of adultery and murder once,
which shows that he loved God
with his whole heart, which is
why we only hear about him
having committed such horrible
sins only once.
The point is, God will
remember our children and
future generations if we learn to
love Him and keep Him first in
our lives.
This Psalm 116:12 leads to
the next point – “Because I love
God, I will.”
Psalm 116:12 asked the question: “What shall I give to the
LORD for all His benefits toward me?”
What can you give in return
for all that God has done for
you? What are your most
prized possessions? Are they
diamonds, money, expensive
cars or mansions? Think about
it. The most precious gift God
gave you is life and now that
you are saved, He has given
you eternal life. Now add all
of the other blessings to that.
There is nothing you can give to
repay God for all He has done
for you. All you can do is have
a willing heart to serve Him
and use what He gives you to
benefit His Kingdom.
However, a Christian that is
in love with God is so grateful
for all that God has done, they
are willing and want to do
something for God. The Hebrew
word for render (shuwb) means
to turn back. In other words,
what shall I give in return for
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I was born
14 years after
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was assassinated. What I
know about him
I learned from books, documentaries and testimonials from
folks in my parents’ generation.
Needless to say, I am too young
to have first-hand knowledge of
the preacher-activist, but anyone who knows me, knows that
King’s ministry has impacted
my life in deep and abiding
ways.
This King Holiday, I reflected
on the time that has meant the
most to me as it relates to King’s
legacy. I was a student at Hazlehurst High School. My oral
communication teacher and I
sat across from each other in the
school cafeteria. She was tasked
with putting together that year’s
Black History Month program
and decided that I should be part
of it.
“You’re going to deliver a
MLK speech at the program,”
Ms. Robinson said matter-offactly.
“I can’t do that,” I objected.
Though I was already blessed
with strong communication

skills, the thought of speaking
in front of hundreds of my peers
and teachers frightened me. To
this day I am a socially anxious
introvert. What I didn’t appreciate at the time is that Ms. Robinson wasn’t going to take no for
an answer.
“I’m not asking you to do it.
I’m telling you that you are going
to do it.” Her face was sternly
serious, in a maternal kind of
way. I knew she was serious.
Ms. Robinson later handed me
an audio cassette of Dr. King’s
best sermons and speeches.
She told me to memorize one
of them and deliver it for the
program. I reluctantly agreed,
took the cassette home and
studied Dr. King’s cadence,
rhythm, and tone. I drank in his
words, his passion, and his call
for justice, peace, and righteous
leadership. This immersion into
the preacher’s words, spoken
decades before I was conceived,
helped me to understand why he
moved masses of people toward
the beloved community.
Ironically, when the day of
the program came and as I
was practicing my speech, my
mother overheard me and told
me that I didn’t sound like Dr.
King. My mother, who was a
teenager when King was alive,
clearly had more knowledge

about how King sounded. I was
crushed and began to doubt
myself afresh. This, in part,
was why I didn’t want to do
the speech in the first place.
I thought that I was going to
embarrass myself in front of my
friends and teachers all because
I reluctantly agreed to Ms.
Robinson’s demand.
On the way to school, the fear
of failure and ridicule haunted
me. Right before the program,
I went into the boy’s bathroom
and nervously said a prayer. Not
much of a religious kid, I prayed
a conditional prayer: Lord, if
you don’t allow me to make
a fool of myself, I will believe
you’re up there. Not much of
a prayer, but was all I could
muster at the time.
God heard that prayer.
When it was time for me to
speak, I paced to the podium and
went into a section of King’s
Drum Major Instinct sermon.
“Every now and then I guess
we all think realistically about
that day when we will be
victimized with what is life’s
final common denominator
– that something that we call
death.”
I could hear a few laughs so
I closed my eyes, afraid that
the laughter would trip me up.
Closing my eyes turned out

D

all that God has done me? The
psalmist was saying I owe God;
I need to give something back
to God, because He has given
so much to me.
Since this Psalm is about
deliverance from troubles, it
is better to not focus on your
troubles or your challenges.
It is best to focus on God and
what you can do for Him. One
scholar said, “It is of little use
to harp on the string of man’s
imperfection and deceitfulness;
it is better to praise the
perfection and faithfulness of
God.”
Some folk may have done
you wrong, but look at how
God has done you right and you
are still blessed. So, focus on
the Lord and see how you can
serve Him. Loving God with
your whole heart prevents you
from keeping your focus on the
negative, and makes you focus
on God and serving Him.
This takes us to our next
point. Since God helps us, hears
our prayers, and gives us rest
then it is only right that we try
to do something for God.
Rev. Leon Collier is the
pastor of Makarios Worship
Center, 464 Church Rd.,
Madison.
Residents
of
Madison, he and wife, Minister
Yolanda; are the proud parents
of three daughters. He received
degrees from Criswell College
in Dallas; Southern Methodist
University - Perkins School
of Theology; and a Masters
of Divinity from Memphis
Theological
Seminary.
A
pastor for 23 years, Collier
serves as a volunteer chaplain
for various law enforcement
agencies in the metro area and
for the Mississippi Governor’s
Mansion. Call (601) 260-3016,
(601) 855-7898 or e-mail
karab5@live.com.
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In Dr. King’s words

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

www.mississippilink.com

Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
The past week
has been filled
with programs,
parades
and
other versions of
celebrations
in
honor of the Dr.
Martin Luther King holiday.
As you know, The Mississippi
Link newspaper, as well as so
many African-American owned
newspapers,
dedicated
the
majority of last week’s editions to
the man of peaceful change.
Several churches paid tribute
to this wonderful man as only
churches can with messages and
songs filled with an abundance
of emotion for a young AfricanAmerican man who would
eventually become a Nobel Peace
Prize winner and world leader.
However, his first job of record
was a Baptist preacher.
During
his
speaking
engagements,
Rev.
King
encouraged all who heard him
to remember God’s love. This
man of God knew that the road
he was traveling was not easy
and based on some facts shared
by historians, he sometimes
wondered why he continued the
fight, but as a man of God, he also
knew that he was never alone. He
knew that with God and through
prayer, blessings would abound.
As we wrap up the King
celebrations for the month of
January, I’d like to share a few of
Rev. King’s prayers he prayed for
all mankind.
– “O God, we thank you for the
lives of great saints and prophets
in the past who have revealed
to us that we can stand up amid
the problems and difficulties and
trials of life and not give in. We
thank you for our foreparents,
who’ve given us something in
the midst of the darkness of

exploitation and oppression to
keep going. Grant that we will
go on with the proper faith and
the proper determination of will,
so that we will be able to make
a creative contribution to this
world. In the name and spirit of
Jesus we pray.”
– “O God, we thank you for
the fact that you have inspired
men and women in all nations
and in all cultures. We call you
different names: some call you
Allah; some call you Elohim;
some call you Jehovah; some call
you Brahma; some call you the
Unmoved Mover. But we know
that these are all names for one
and the same God. Grant that we
will follow you and become so
committed to your way and your
kingdom that we will be able to
establish in our lives and in this
world a brother and sisterhood,
that we will be able to establish
here a kingdom of understanding,
where men and women will live
together as brothers and sisters
and respect the dignity and worth
of every human being. In the
name and spirit of Jesus. Amen.”
– “We thank you for your
church, founded upon your Word,
that challenges us to do more
than sing and pray, but go out and
work as though the very answer
to our prayers depended on us
and not upon you. Help us to
realize that humanity was created
to shine like the stars and live on
through all eternity. Keep us, we
pray, in perfect peace. Help us to
walk together, pray together, sing
together, and live together until
that day when all God’s children
– Black, White, Red, Brown
and Yellow – will rejoice in one
common band of humanity in the
reign of our Lord and of our God,
we pray. Amen.”
You may contact Daphne
M. Higgins at religion@
mississippilink.com.
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to be just the thing I needed
to do. When I opened them
moments later, I saw students
and teachers alike standing
and applauding. Some of them
had tears streaming down their
faces. Others would later share
with me that they heard Dr. King
through me.
The Lord favored me that day.
I will never forget it. In many
ways, God used that moment
to prepare me for my calling
into the ministry. It was my
obedience to my teacher, my
overcoming insecurities, which
opened me up to the surprising
ways God intended to change
my life forever. I’m thankful for
Ms. Robinson and her believing
in me and for introducing me to
King’s words.
My mother, like so many
others in my family, would
cheer me on as God took me on
a new journey. And it all began,
in a discernible way, with the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate
of the University of Mississippi
and Duke University, serves as
the director of Student Religious
Life at Alcorn State University
and is the pastor of Mt. Helm
Baptist Church in Jackson.
Rhodes is married to Allison
Thomas-Rhodes and they are
the parents of twin boys.
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Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

SUNDAY
Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

www.mississippilink.com
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Walking close to the Master’s side - Part II
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
There are two
spirits in the
Earth by which
mankind is led
and motivated –
the Spirit of Satan
and the Spirit
of God. Those who walk close
to Satan hear his voice. Those
who walk close to God hear His
voice. But we do know Satan is a
spirit which speaks to saints and
sinners alike; therefore, we must
be close enough to God to be
able to discern between the two
voices, that as a result, we might
walk uprightly and have God’s
favor upon us.
The Bible tells us that it was
God’s good pleasure to commune
with Adam and Eve. At a certain
time of day, God went down in
the Garden of Eden and had
communion and fellowship
with His people. It was because

at that time Adam and Eve kept
themselves close to God, and
they derived great benefits from
the hand of God as a result of
walking close to Him. But we
know sin came into their lives,
and we know that a separation
came between God and them. As
a result, they were driven out of
the Garden, and all the benefits
and blessings that they had
received from the hand of God
were taken away from them.
We are on an earthly
pilgrimage, and while on this
earthly pilgrimage, we need the
constant presence of God with
us. As pilgrims on this earth,
we will have our trials. We will
have our ups and our downs. We
will have our good times and our
unpleasant times, but during our
times of trials, God has promised
us that He would be with us.
What does God tell us through
the Prophet Isaiah? We read
Isaiah 43:1-2 which states, “But
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now thus saith the Lord that
created thee, O Jacob, and He
that formed thee, O Israel, fear
not: for I have redeemed thee,
I have called thee by thy name;
thou art Mine. When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not over flow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire,
thou shalt not be burned; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee.”
This gives us encouragement to
walk with God, for He will be
with us in times of trials. Christ
told His disciples just before His
departure, “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel
to every creature … and low, I
am with you always, even unto
the end of the world.” (Matthew
28:18-20)
These are promises that we
can cling onto, and promises that
we can hold onto. We are also
told that we are promised the
blessings of happiness if we walk
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with God. The Psalmist says in
Psalm 1:1-3, “Blessed is the man
that walketh not in the counsel
of the ungodly, not standeth in
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in
the seat of the scornful. But his
delight is in the law of the Lord;
and in His law doth he meditate
day and night. And he shall be
like a tree planted by the rivers
of water, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever
he doeth shall prosper.” God is
still the same today.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church of
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton
VA 23669. He is married to Velma
L. Green. He honorably served
in the U.S. Army for 20 years.
He is a member of the National
Association of Evangelism
Church of God, Anderson, Ind.
He serves as chairman of the
Southeastern Association of The
Church of God, Inc.
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The year of maximized expectations
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“2016 is going
to be the year of
me.” This phrase
came up in a
conversation
I
had late last year
with a friend who
stated this with much enthusiasm.
Curious about what she meant
and if she was going to all of
sudden become extremely selfcentered, I asked her what she
meant. At first, she paused and
said, “I’m going to focus on
myself.” I then asked her what
that would look like? She paused
again and then explained that in
the last year she’d made many
sacrifices for her family and that
she was going to spend this year
focusing on herself.
On the one hand, I agreed
that she should take some time
to refocus on herself after years

of giving so much to others. hope that the new year will be a all.
Psalm
126:5-6
provides
However, I also thought how the different and much better one than
“ME” didn’t necessarily have to the one that just ended. For some, insight on how to maximize
mean “me” in a selfish way but there is anticipation of the weight our expectations. Verse 5 states
could also stand for something that will be lost as a result of new that “those who sow with tears
else. “ME” could also mean diets and workout plans. For will reap with songs of joy.” So
others, there is the anticipation many of us focus on where we
“maximized expectations.”
Maximized means to make the about the new jobs that will come are (tears) and miss praising God
most of something. For some, this and new relationships that will in advance for what the end will
be (songs of joy). When you
means that even if you don’t get manifest in the coming year.
Yet, for some, the beginning of maximize your expectations,
exactly what you want from God
when you want it, you still win the new year is quite depressing. your focus shifts from the tears
because you get the most while Despite how hard they try, they that you may have shed in the
waiting for God’s blessings. You can’t be hopeful about 2016 past or even the ones you may
pray and seek His presence more because 2015 was so bad. They be shedding currently and toward
while waiting. Eventually, there may have suffered the loss of the future songs of joy that God
will be the manifestation of fruits loved ones, end of relationships, will ultimately bring to your heart
of the spirit listed in Galatians loss of jobs and poor health. For to sing.
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Since 1907“love,
5:22-23:
joy, B
peace,
them,
forbearance, kindness, goodness,
a year of
“minimized of the Essence best-seller “Love
SUNDAY:up being Worship
Services
faithfulness, gentleness and self- expectations.”
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Hangover: Moving From Pain
control.”
Because of what has happened to Purpose after a Relationship
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
For some, the beginning of in the past, it is just too painful Ends.” She can be reached at
at
a new year is full of hope and to hope for something and be lovehangover@juno.com,
MONDAY:
Intercessory
Prayer
9:00 a.m.
1600 Florence
www.shewandariley.com or www.
again. The
solution
anticipation
andAvenue
it is easy
to disappointed
Jackson, MS
39204
maximize
expectations.
There is is then to not hope in anything at anointedauthorsontour.com
Ph: 601-355-2670
WEDNESDAY:
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church

Fax: 601-355-0760

The Top 10 Gospel
Songs from
the Billboard
www.collegehillchurch.org
• chmbc@collegehillchurch.org
Gospel Charts for the week of January 21
SONGS

			

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

ARTISTS					

1. Wanna Be Happy?			

Kirk Franklin

2. Worth				

Anthony Brown & group therAPy

ALBUM

Erica Campbell Featuring Big Shizz

Anita Wilson

10. 123 Victory				

Kirk Franklin

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245 Tunica St. in
Jackson will observe its pastor’s anniversary at 3
p.m. Jan. 24. The Rev. Michael T. Williams, pastor of
College Hill M. B. Church, will deliver the message.
For more information call (601) 969-3511. The Rev.
John A. Wicks is the pastor.
New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, 2920
Highway 468 in Pearl will host a Super Bowl
Sunday/tailgate party at 10:30 a.m. Jan. 24. All
attendees are encouraged to wear your favorite
team jersey or T-shirt. For more information call
(601) 932-4444.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

New Jerusalem Church (North Campus), 5708
Old Canton Road in Jackson, will be the location
of the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University at
7 p.m. Jan. 27. The North Campus will also be the
“Shining
Radiant
location
of the the
African
Children’s Choir concert at
7 p.m.Light
on Jan.
31. For
more information call (601)
of His
Glory”
954-0286 or (601) 206-5844.
Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

The Mississippi Link

6. Yes You Can				Marvin Sapp

9. You Love Me (Best Of My Love)

Evangelist Temple House of Refuge of All
Nations Church of God in Christ, 704 University
Blvd. in Jackson will host choir day 2016 at 11:30
a.m. Jan. 24. The celebration will continue with the
church’s 39th musical revival at 7 p.m. nightly Jan.
28 – 30. For more information, call (601) 497-5887.
Elder Tyron Hanks Sr. is the pastor.

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

5. I Luh God				

Casey J

College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave.
in Jackson, Public Relations Ministry will host the
church’s annual press breakfast at 9 a.m. on Jan.
23, in the Family Life Center. This annual event will
feature their pastor’s state of the church address
and dialogue with ministry leaders. Awards for
College Hill’s Most Valuable Player, Member of the
Year and the Public Relations’ Ministry Extra Mile
Award will also be presented. For more information
call (601) 355-2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is the
pastor.

For information about advertising in

Brian Courtney Wilson

8. I’m Yours			

Triumph The Church and Kingdom of God
in Christ, 5302 Queen Mary Lane in Jackson,
will observe Founders Day during three days of
celebration at 6 p.m. Jan. 18 – 20. On Jan. 18,
“War Room” the movie, will be shown. On Jan. 19,
“A Fresh Preached Word” will be shared. On Jan.
20, the Founder’s Day program will be held. For
more information call (601) 922-8210 or visit: www.
triumphthechurchjacksonms.org. Elder Martha
Gibson is the shepherd.

Sunday 9:30 a.m.

4. Worth Fighting For			

Tim Bowman Jr.

REIGNING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

W E E K LY A C T I V I T I E S

3. Intentional				Travis Greene

7. I’m Good				

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 11

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m.

Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204
OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song
S U N D A Y

please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

9:00 a.m. - Worship Services
E D N E S D A Y
NewW7:00
Bethel
Baptist Church
p.m. - Missionary
Bible Class

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
T V B R O A D C A S Sunday
T School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14 (Comcast)

Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

H oly Temple M.B. Chur ch

5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS 39209
(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR
REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER
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REQUEST FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

ZONING CASE NO. 3924

City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

REQUEST FOR BIDS FOR
LAWN MAINTENANCE SERVICE
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 011-15

Sealed, signed proposals are invited and will be received by the City of
Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson,
the proposal must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, February 9, 2016,
at which time said proposals will be publicly opened at the City Hall located
at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”), operator of the JacksonMedgar Wiley Evers International Airport, a commercial airport located in the
City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi (“JAN”), is issuing this Request for
Bids (this “RFB”) to provide Lawn Maintenance Service (the “Services”) for the
JAN. JMAA will enter into a contract with a Lawn Maintenance service provider
(the “Contractor”) to provide the Services described in this Requests for Bids.

55048-020916 -- 12-Month Supply of Traffic Sign Sheeting Materials

JMAA will receive Bids to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, Suite 300,
Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100
International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 2:00 p.m. Central Time on
February 4, 2016 (the “Deadline”).

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Major Singh has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to operate a liquor store within a C-2
(Limited) Commercial District, on property located at 2570 N. Siwell Rd., in the
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:
Parcel 1: Beginning at the Southwest corner of Lot 56 of Oak Creek Subdivision,
Part 1, as said subdivision is platted and recorded in the office of Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County at Jackson, MS (in Plat Book 27, Page 7), reference to this
subdivision is made in aid of and as a part of this description; run thence North
75 degrees 05 minutes East and along South line of said Oak Creek Subdivision
for a distance of 150. 0 feet to an iron pin; run thence, leaving the South Line
of Oak Creek Subdivision, South 14 degrees 55 minutes East for a distance
of 99.0 feet to an iron pin; run thence South 75 degrees 05 minutes West for
a distance of 150.0 feet to an iron pin on a line 30.0 feet East of and parallel to
the centerline of North Siwell Road as said road is now laid out and established
(March 16,1979); run thence North 14 degrees 55 minutes west and along said
30.0 feet East of and parallel to the centerline of said North Siwell Road for a
distance of 99.0 feet to the point of beginning.
The above described parcel of property is located in Southwest Quarter (SW
1/4) of Section 21, Township 5 North Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi,
and contains 0.27 acres, more or less.
Parcel 2: Commencing at the Southwest corner of Lot 56 of Oak Creek Subdivision Part 1, as said subdivision is platted and recorded in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson MS (in Plat Book 27 at Page 7), reference
to this subdivision is made in aid of and as a part of this description; run thence
South 14 degrees 55 minutes East along a line 30.0 feet East and parallel to.
the centerline of North Siwell Road as said road is now laid out and established
(March 16,1979) for a distance of 99.0 feet to the point of the beginning; run
thence North 75 degrees 05 minutes East for distance of 119.0 feet to an iron
pin; run thence South 75 degrees 05 minutes West for a distance of 119.0 feet
to an iron pin on said line 30.0 feet East of and parallel to the centerline of North
Siwell Road, run thence North 14 degrees 55 minutes West along said line 30.0
feet East of and parallel to the centerline of North Siwell Road for distance of
87.0 feet to the point of the beginning.
The above described parcel of property is located in Southwest Quarter (SW
1/4) of Section 21, Township 5 North Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi,
and contains 0.24 acres, more or less.
AND;
Commencing at the Southwest corner of Lot 56 of Oak Creek Subdivision, Part
1, as said subdivision is platted and recorded in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County Jackson MS, in Plat book 27, Page 7,reference to this subdivision is hereby made in aid of and as part of this description; run thence S 14
degrees 55 minutes East along a line 30.0 feet East of and parallel to the centerline of North Siwell Road as said road is now laid out and established (July
31,1980) for a distance of 184.0 feet to a point; run thence North 75 degrees 05
minutes East, 107.0 feet to the point of the beginning; thence North 14 degrees
55 minutes West 48.0 feet; thence North 75 degrees 05 minutes East 46.0 feet;
thence South 14 degrees 55 minutes East 48.0 feet; thence South 75 degrees
05 minutes West 46.0 feet to the point of beginning. Said property being situated
in the SW 1/4 of Section 21, T5N, R1 W, Hinds County, MS and containing 0.05
acres, more or less.
Subject to the following easement, to-wit:
Beginning at the SW corner of Lot 56, Oak Creek Subdivision, Part 1, as said
subdivision is platted and recorded in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County Mississippi in Plat Book 27, Page 7, run thence South 14 degrees 55
minutes East for a distance of 30.0 feet to a point; run thence North 14 degrees
55 minutes West a distance of 183.0 feet to a point; run thence South 75 degrees 05 minutes East a distance of 183.0 feet to the point of beginning. The
above described property is located in the SW 1/4 if Section 21, T5N, R1 W,
Hinds County, MS, and contains 0.13 acres, more or less.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 27,
2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 30th day of December 2015.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
1/21/2016 1/28/2016

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV”
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of
proposals specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi
Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth
by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with
the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO
Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)9601638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of
the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at
218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting
the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award could be
according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items;
or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered
when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to
advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total
cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will
be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the
City will make that determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB; NPCA-Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533
1/14/2016, 1/21/2016
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All Bids will be publically opened at 2:05 p.m. Central Time on February 4, 2016.
At the Bid Opening, JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all Bids. Bidders and
their authorized representatives are invited to be present at the Bid Opening.
The opening of any Bid shall not be considered as an acceptance of such Bidder
as a responsible, qualified Contractor.
JMAA will not consider any Bids received after the Deadline for any reason
whatsoever. Information for Bidders relating to this Request for Bids (“RFB”) is
on file and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for
Bidders contains a copy of the RFB, General Information for Bidders, Information Required from Bidders and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may
obtain a copy of the Information for Bidders from JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen
Hatten, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com
or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/RFBrfb-center/.
JMAA will hold a Pre-submittal conference at 1:00 p.m. on January 25, 2016
Central Time in the Community Room of the main terminal building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport. Attendance at the pre-submittal
conference is mandatory for all Primary Bidders.
JMAA will award the Services to the lowest and best bidder as determined by
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. The
Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids and Instructions to Bidders.
.
JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Bids, for any reason, any time
before execution of a contract with a Bidder selected by JMAA to perform the
Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregularities in the selection
process.
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

1/14/2016 1/21/2016

CITY OF JACKSON
Notice is hereby given that Proposals will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 9, 2016. The
City of Jackson, Mississippi requests proposals from arts groups and other
community organizations for arts and community development projects providing services to the citizens in the City of Jackson.
Financial assistance is available to support art and community development
activities designed to increase awareness, understanding and appreciation of
the arts and improve the quality of life among the citizens of Jackson. This
solicitation seeks proposals with an emphasis on educational activities and
youth services.
Grant awards offered by the City of Jackson shall represent supplemental
funding in support of arts and community development projects. To be eligible
for funding, proposing organizations must have verifiable cash match contributions that equals to at least 50% of project costs.
A Workshop on the Request for Proposals packet is scheduled for January
25, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Municipal Art Gallery located at 839 North State
Street. Those interested in submitting proposals should attend this Workshop.
For the Request for Proposals packet, please contact Louis Armstrong or
Gloria Fields-Anderson at (601) 960-0383. All proposals must be sealed and
plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: Proposal for General Funds
Arts Grants. Proposal packets will be opened on Tuesday, February 9, 2016
at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber at City Hall, 219 South President Street.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, FEB 10, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD
BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.
APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
NEW BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2016-02, REQUEST BY: CITY OF JACKSON (APPLICANT:
JAMES VAUGHAN) TO RENEW AN EXPIRED COA TO DEMOLISH THE OLD
COTTAGE HOME LOCATED AT 4750 CLINTON BLVD.

2. CASE NO. 2016-03, REQUEST BY: MCCLURKIN WERDNA B REV TRUST
TO INSTALL 6 FT HIGH WOODEN FENCE WITH WOODEN ARBORS AND
OTHER SITE MODIFICATIONS LOCATED AT 1344 SAINT MARY ST. IN THE
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.
3. CASE NO. 2016-04, REQUEST BY: REAL HOUSES LLC (APPLICANT:
TOMMY DUNLAP) TO REPAIR FIRE DAMAGE ON THE REAR SIDE OF
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1509 RIVERSIDE DR. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

OTHER ITEMS

By: Adriane Dorsey-Kidd, Director
Department of Human and Cultural Services

ADJOURN
1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

1/21/2016 1/28/2016
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 02/11/2016 , for:

RE:
		
		

GS# 113-136 Meat Science Laboratory
Mississippi State University - Division of Agriculture,
Forestry & Vet Medicine

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:

Professional:
Pryor & Morrow Architects
			
and Engineers, P.A. - Columbus
			(Columbus, Mississippi, through
the Office listed herein)
Address:    
Post Office Box 167
Columbus, Mississippi 39703
Phone:
662-327-8990
Email:
mail@pryor-morrow.com

A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Glenn R. Kornbrek AIA, Director
1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

LEGAL
PUBLIC NOTICE
THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI RESPECTFULLY GIVES NOTICE
TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT TWO EMPLOYEES FOR THE CITY OF
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI HAVE APPLIED FOR HOMEBUYER ASSISTANCE
FUNDS UNDER THE CITY FEDERAL HOUSING PROGRAM. THIS PUBLIC
NOTICE IS MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH FEDERAL PROVISION 24 CFR
92.356 (a)(d)(e)
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY OF JACKSON DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, OFFICE OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AT (601) 960-1156.   ATTENTION:
KIMBERLY STAMPS
1/21/2016

LEGAL
PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Jackson is accepting approved Contractor Applications for all City
of Jackson funded Housing Rehabilitation Programs, until 5:00 PM, CDT on
Wednesday, February 3, 2016 in the Office of Housing and Community Development, 218 South President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, MS, 39201.

Applications are available in the Office of Housing and Community Development,
located at 218 S. President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, MS   39201. The
application must be filled out in its entirety and all required documentation must
be attached at the time of application submission. The City of Jackson reserves
the right to approve and terminate contractors for all Housing Rehabilitation
Programs at any time.

Questions should be directed to:
Valerie Tucker, 601-960-4238 or email vtucker@city.jackson.ms.us
John Avery, 601-960-1438 or email javery@city.jackson.ms.us
1/21/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RFP
Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2016-02 - Lease of Real Property for Advertising
Signage & Market Advertising Space Thereon

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) February 03, 2016, at which time and place they will be
publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right
to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are
opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of
charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or
documents may be picked up at the above address or down loaded from our
Jackson Public School District website at HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.
k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.
1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 02/11/2016 , for:
RE:
		

Crossword Solution

Sudoku Solution

GS# 320-055 Roof Repairs Wilkinson CCF
Department of Corrections

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Shafer & Associates, PLLC
510 University Drive
Starkville, Mississippi 39759
662-323-1628
s-a@shafer-architecture.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Glenn R. Kornbrek AIA, Director

1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

© Feature Exchange

© Feature Exchange
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ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
NAMING BATTLEFIELD PARK’S WALKING TRAIL AS
DR. JAMES ANDERSON WALKING TRAIL.

Advertisement
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES

in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the
grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in consideration
for an award.

WHEREAS, it is befitting for the City of Jackson to recognize, honor, and
celebrate Dr. James Anderson, whose contributions have a positive impact in
the community ; and

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals
from qualified proposers for the purpose of selecting a Service Provider
with which to negotiate a Contract for Solid Waste Collection and Recycling in the City of Jackson (as described in the RFP).

A MANDATORY pre-proposal conference will be held on January 27,
2016 at 10:00AM in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi
39201. The pre-proposal conference will be immediately followed by a
Networking Session from 10:45 AM- 11:15 AM in the Andrew Jackson
Conference Room.

WHEREAS, Section 110-1 and 110-2 of the Jackson Municipal code authorizes the City to name city owned facilities; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Anderson is a citizen of the City of Jackson and has contributed to the elimination of disparities in access to health care for the poor and
uninsured of the City of Jackson; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Anderson is a devoted, loving husband and father. Born to
Victor and Lillie Anderson both of Jackson, MS. Dr. Anderson entered Meharry Medical College in 1957, earned externships at E.H. Crumps Hospital
and in 1960 he received the Doctor of Medicine Degree from Meharry; and
WHEREAS, in 1970, Dr. Anderson assisted in founding of Jackson-Hinds
Comprehensive Health Center, one of the oldest community health centers
in the United States and the largest in Mississippi. Dr. Anderson has provided
the best medical care and services possible to our citizens of Jackson-Hinds
Comprehensive Health Center (JHCHRA) and his life has made a great impact on the medical needs of the Jackson and surrounding areas Community;
and
WHEREAS, the naming of Battlefield Park ‘s Walking Trail as Dr. James Anderson Walking Trail will allow visitors of the City of Jackson area to know
that our “ Jackson’s Bold Vision” is fully committed to the development of
communities through community outreach at health fairs and special events
as dedicated role models for Jackson, Mississippi.
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi hereby names Battlefield Park’s Walking Trail as Dr. James Anderson
Walking Trail.
Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded.
Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Stokes.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon and Tillman.

A. Service Provider’s innovative approach to encourage and maintain
a sustainable solid waste system
B. Service Provider’s experience, qualifications and references as
demonstrated in similar engagements
C. Expertise of key personnel to be assigned to the contract
D. EBO Plan and commitment to maximizing MBE and FBE
participation goals
E. Cost proposal
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of
the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order.
Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Executive Order shall disqualify a
contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity
Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 601960-1055. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a
copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room
223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to
2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids

ATTEST: Kristi Moore
City Clerk
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City,
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by
the City Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of December, 2015,
and recorded in Minute Book “6I”, pages 285-286.
WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 5th day of January, 2016.
Kristi Moore
City Clerk

The proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

1/14/2016 1/21/2016

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
SHOE SHINE CONCESSION
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 010-15
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Proposal”)
for the operation of a shoe shine concession (“Services”) at the Jackson-Medgar
Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”).
JMAA will receive Proposals to provide the Services at the offices of JMAA, Suite
300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport,
100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on
February 18, 2016 (the “Deadline”).
JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any reason
whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals
(“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General Information for
Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection.
Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from
JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com

Based on the Proposals, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent
ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agreement, in form
and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA
may reject the first-ranked Respondent. In that event, JMAA will follow the same
process with the other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.
JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any
time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregularities in the
selection process.
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
1/21/2016, 1/28/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RFP
Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2016-01 - Fiber Optic Data WAN and Internet Services
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) February 05, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-RFP Conference concerning the project
will be held at 630 South State Street, Jackson, MS, 39201 on January 25,
2016, at 10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-rfp conference is non-mandatory
but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.
1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Tired of renting? Try affordable homeownership through Habitat for Humanity
Mississippi Capital Area. Learn more at an informational meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 4 at the Jackson Medical Mall Community Room; or call 601-353-6060
or visit http://www.habitatmca.org/.
1/21/2016

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one
signed original plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be submitted in a sealed package and plainly marked on the outside of the package: “Proposal for Professional Services for Solid Waste Collection and
Recycling Services.
Proposals must be submitted to the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 by no later than 3:30p.m.,
local time, on Tuesday, March 1, 2016.
Interested firms may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for Proposals
at no charge from the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.gov/bids
or from:
Wanda Tyler Knotts, Solid Waste Management
City of Jackson
Department of Public Works
Warren Hood Building
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201
wknotts @ jacksonms.gov
Kishia Powell, Director		
Department of Public Works

Gus McCoy, Chief Administration

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel, Department of Public Works
1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

LEGAL
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT AMENDING SECTION 2-62(B)
OF THE JACKSON, MS CODE OF ORDINANCES.

modate its citizens by scheduling the first regular meeting at 6:00 p.m. and
the second meeting at 10:00 a.m.

WHEREAS, Section 2-62(b) Regular meetings. Regular meetings of the
council shall be held on every other Tuesday at l0:00 a.m. except that on
the second meeting of the month, the meeting shall be held at 6:00 p.m. At
4:00 p.m. on each Monday preceding a regular Tuesday council meeting
the council will also hold a planning session to discuss the business to be
considered at the following regular Tuesday council meeting. Any person
desiring to address the council with reference to any item on the planning
session agenda must register with the city clerk prior to the beginning of
the planning session, and shall indicate in writing, on a ledger kept by the
clerk, their name, address, and the number of the agenda item with reference to which they desire to speak. When recognized by the president,
such person may speak only with reference to that item(s) and for a portion of time not to exceed at total of three minutes. Such public comment
will be received prior to the discussion of business at the planning session.
The planning session shall be limited to one and one-half hours.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the City Council of Jackson amend its
schedule to accommodate citizens.

WHEREAS, the regular meetings are held during the same time as the
Jackson Public School Board and Hinds County Board of Supervisors
Meetings which results in citizens having to make a decision regarding
which meeting to attend; and
WHEREAS, the citizens of Jackson are unable to fulfill their civic responsibilities if unable to engage in meetings that impact their quality of life; and
WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi is willing to accom-

Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council Member Stokes seconded.
Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Stokes.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon and Tillman.
ATTEST: Kristi Moore
City Clerk
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said
City, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance
passed by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of December, 2015, and recorded in Minute Book “6I”, pages 286-287.
WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 5th day of January,
2016.
Kristi Moore
City Clerk

1/14/2016 1/21/2016

LEGAL
Legal Notice

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

While the networking session is not mandatory, all interested minority
and female business enterprises as well as locally based businesses are
encouraged to attend to network with potential service providers. Attendance by Proposers intending to submit on the project is required. All
potential Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend.

The City of Jackson in tends to employ a consulting engineering firm to
provide engineering services to reconstruct Phase 1 of Riverside Drive
from Peachtree Street to I-55 Project No. 15B4010.701, Hinds County and
Phase 2 of Riverside Drive from State Street to Peachtree Street Project
No. 15B4010.702, Hinds County. This contract includes preliminary engineering services, environmental phase services, traffic analysis, right-ofway/easement acquisition, roadway design, surveying, construction engineering, and inspection. This contract will also include conducting public
townhall meetings to gather input and support for roadway design.
Riverside Drive is a gateway street to the top of Belhaven, Belhaven University, the Mississippi National Guard, three JPS schools, and LeFleur’s
Bluff State Park. The two construction projects will rehabilitate Riverside
Drive from State Street to 1-55. Town hall meetings will be held to discuss
neighborhood friendly concepts for the rehabilitated street. All water lines
will be replaced along with antiquated sanitary sewer and street drainage
systems.
Consulting engineering firms interested in providing these services may so
indicate by furnishing the City of Jackson seven (7) copies of an Expression
of Interest which should consist of the following:
1. A cover letter specifying the name and complete description of project,
the name of the project manager, and the location and address of the office
to be assigned the majority of the work;
2. A resume for each principal member, the project manager, and
employee(s) of the firm anticipated to be assigned to the project. Also, provide an organizational chart and list each person’s experience and qualifications, including proof that the Project Manager is licensed as a Mississippi Professional Engineer and that the firm has met state licensure and
certification requirements;
3. A description of similar type work completed during the past five (5) years
which qualifies the consultant for this work; the cost and schedule completion (or actual completion) of this work;
4. A response containing the information upon which the consultant will be
evaluated; and,
5. EBO Plan required with submission.

on requested scope of services;
3. Size of the firm’s pwfessional and technical staff with respect to the services needed;
4. Project Approach;
5. Local presence of the firm.
The City reserves the right to select one (1) consultant or select a short
list of consultants from whom more in formation will be required. The City
reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals, discontinue Contract execution, and/or request additional information with any party at any time
prior to final Contract execution.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.
As a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive
Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a
contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at (601)
9601856. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a
copy of the Program are available at 200 South President Street, Warren
Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mlssissippi.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d 4, that all bidders will be afforded full opportumty to submit bids in response
to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of
race, color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring
the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment,
initiatives, and assistance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons,
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City of Jackson, as
well as those who seek to contract with the City of Jackson on various
projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City of Jackson
in achieving its goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for
employment opportunities.

For any additional questions, please contact Lacey Reddix at lreddix@
jacksonms.gov or 601-960-2041.

To be considered, all replies must be received by 3:30 p.m., February 23,
2015, in the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson,
MS 39201.

The City will evaluate the Expressions of Interest based on the following
factors listed in their relative order of importance:

Kishia Powell, Director		
Department of Public Works		

1. Experience of the firm in performing specific services and experience in
preparing projects;

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel, Department of Public Works

2. Qualifications and experience of staff to be assigned to the project based

Gus McCoy, Chief Administrative
Officer

1/14/2016 1/21/2016
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The Mississippi Link
Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
The Mississippi Link

For more information please call: 601-896-0084

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net

www.mississippilink.com

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID
6075 Old Canton Rd

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

C A N T O N
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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Delta Devils fall 67-54 Braves win third straight
to Southern University
Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire
The Delta Devils’ men’s basketball team played a tough
Southern University team, falling short 67-54. Mississippi Valley is now 3-2 in conference play
in Greenwood.
Kylan Phillips stepped up
to pace the Delta Devils with
13 points, three rebounds, one
steal and one assist; while Isaac
Williams added 10 points and six
rebounds.
Marcus Romain and Rashaan
Surles each tallied seven points
for MVSU.
The opening half made all the
difference for the Jags, as they
entered the locker room up 3825. Mississippi Valley jumped on
the board first, however Southern
took control of the contest and
never relinquished the lead for
the remainder of the contest.
Both teams finished with
29-points in the final half of play,
emphasizing the point spread of

Mississippi Valley’s Kylan Phillips works to get the ball past a Southern University defender Tuesday in Greenwood.
the first half.
“Tonight we played a lot selfish basketball. We cannot win if
we do not play together. That’s
the only way we will be able to
compete in this league, every
night you have to play together

as one unit,” said Head Coach
Andre Payne.
The Delta Devils will be back
in action on Jan. 23, when they
travel to Houston, Texas, to face
the Texas Southern University
Tigers. Tip-off is set for 7:30 p.m.

2016 Toyota SWAC Basketball
Tournament tickets on sale
Swac.org
BIRMINGHAM,
Ala.
–
Tickets are now on sale for the
2016 Toyota SWAC Basketball
Tournament, on March 8-12, at
the Toyota Center, in Houston,
Texas.
Tickets for sessions on March
8-10, are $20.00 each. Tickets for
March 11, are $25, while seats
for the finals on March 12, are
$30.
Fans can purchase a Tournament Book to attend all eight
sessions of games for $125 each.
Each Tournament Book includes

a “Night Life” voucher.
Each session includes two
games, a men’s and a women’s,
and the seats are GA.
Go online to purchase tickets
or call the Toyota Center’s Box
Office at 866-4HOUTIX (866446-8849).
Session dates and game times
are as follows:
March 8
– 6 p.m. women and 8:30 p.m.
men
March 9
– 12 p.m. women and 2:30
p.m. men

– 6 p.m. women and 8:30 p.m.
men
March 10
– noon women and 2:30 p.m.
men
– 6 p.m. women and 8:30 p.m.
men
March 11
– noon women and 2:30 p.m.
men
– 6 p.m. women and 8:30 p.m.
SMarch 12
– 2 p.m. women and 5:30 p.m.
men

JSU men edge Prairie View A&M
Mississippi Link Newswire
Raeford Worsham scored 20 points with 13 rebounds
and Jackson State edged Prairie View 60-57 Monday
night.
Janarius Middleton drilled a 3-pointer with 1:04 left
to put Jackson State (9-10, 4-2 Southwestern Athletic)
up by six, 60-54. Tevin Bellinger was fouled making a
layup, and hit the free throw to trim the Prairie View
deficit to three with 51 seconds to go. But Bellinger and
Zachary Hamilton both missed 3-pointers in the waning
seconds and Jackson State held on.
Worsham, who posted his seventh double-double of
the season, was 6 of 8 from the field and 8 of 14 from
the line. Chace Franklin scored 11 points for the Tigers.
Prairie View (1-16, 1-4) was led by Bellinger with 19
points on 7-of-13 shooting. Despite dominating the scoring in the paint (32-20), the Panthers hit 1 of 14 from
beyond the arc and were outrebounded 39-30.

Mississippi Valley’s Kylan Phillips works to get
the ball past a Southern University defender
Tuesday in Greenwood.

Pine Bluff, Ark. – The Alcorn
State University Braves won its
third straight conference game,
matching last season conference win total, by cruising past
the University of Arkansas-Pine
Bluff 73-65 at the W.O. Clemmons Arena Tuesday.
Tamarcio Wilson scored a
season high 22 points, his second consecutive 20-point game.
In a game that Alcorn State
never trailed, Alcorn controlled
the paint by capturing more
rebounds than UAPB (34-24)
and outscoring them on second
chance point (11-3).
Alcorn State made more free
throws (25 of 36) than ArkansasPine Bluff attempted (19 of 24).
The Braves led by as many as
11 points in the first half after
Shawn Willett’s layup with 3:20
left, but they did not score again
and had a four-point advantage
at the break.
UAPB tied it at 46 with 13
minutes left, but Wilson’s free
throws gave Alcorn State a 5649 lead. The Braves led by at
least five points the rest of the
way.
Alcorn State will face Alabama State Jan. 25, at the David
L. Whitney Complex.

Alcorn’s Tamarcio Wilson keeps the ball away from an Arkansas
Pine-Bluff defender in the Braves’ win Tuesday.

Worsham named
SWAC Basketball
Player of the Week
Jackson State guard Raeford Worsham
has been named Southwestern Athletic
Conference Men’s Basketball Player of the
Week.
In Monday’s 60-57 win over Prairie
View A&M, Worsham scored 20 points
to go along with 13 rebounds earning his
sixth double-double of the season. The
Arkansas State transfer also reached double
figures in scoring and rebounding against
Texas Southern Saturday night. In their six
point loss to the only undefeated team in
conference play, he finished with 14 points
and 10 boards. Worsham is a senior from
Waynesboro.

Chism named
weeks top track
performer
Mississippi Valley State University’s Eric
Chism has been named the Men’s Track
Performer of the Week by the Southwestern
Athletic Conference. Chism notched a personal record in the 60-meter dash at the UAB
Vulcan Invitational, finishing second with a
mark of 6.82 seconds. He also finished fourth
in the 200-meter dash with a time of 21.51
seconds. His result in the 200-meter dash
ranks No. 1 among conference athletes, and
his time in the 60-meter dash places second
overall among SWAC sprinters. Chism is a
senior from Jackson, Tenn.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Snyder appeals Obama’s
denial of disaster aid for Flint

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder delivers his State of the State address to a joint session of the House and Senate, Jan. 19, at the state Capitol in Lansing, Mich. AP PHOTO/AL GOLDIS
By David Eggert
Associated Press
LANSING, Mich. – Michigan
Gov. Rick Snyder asked President
Barack Obama on Wednesday to
reconsider his denial of a federal
disaster declaration to address
the drinking water crisis in Flint,
saying its severity poses an
“imminent and long-term threat”
to residents.
Obama declared an emergency
– qualifying the city for $5 million
– but determined it is not a disaster
based on the legal requirement that
such additional relief is intended
for natural events, fires, floods or
explosions.
In his appeal letter, Snyder
called it a “narrow reading”
and likened the crisis to a flood,
“given that qualities within the
water, over a long term, flood and
damaged the city’s infrastructure
in ways that were not immediately
or easily detectable. This disaster
is a natural catastrophe in the
sense that lead contamination into
water is a natural process.”
He said the state and city
cannot meet all the needs of Flint
residents. He again painted a
bleak picture of the city and said
the “economic injury” from the
crisis is significant. Snyder said
the disaster will lead to years,
potentially decades of health
problems and economic losses as
well as infrastructure repairs that
“neither the city, county or state
have the capacity to conduct.”
The second-term Republican,
who devoted his annual State of
the State speech Tuesday night to
the emergency in Flint, planned
Wednesday to release his own
emails regarding Flint’s water,
which became contaminated
with too much lead when the city
switched its water source in 2014
as a cost-cutting measure while
under state financial management.
“I’m sorry most of all that I
let you down,” Snyder, whose
administration
is
engulfed

in criticism, said in address,
as hundreds of protesters
demonstrated outside the Capitol.
“You deserve better. You deserve
accountability. You deserve to
know that the buck stops here
with me. Most of all, you deserve
to know the truth, and I have a
responsibility to tell the truth.”
The lead – which can lead to
behavior problems and learning
disabilities in children and kidney
ailments in adults – has left
Flint residents unable to drink
unfiltered tap water. The National
Guard, state employees, local
authorities and volunteers have
been distributing lead tests, filters
and bottled water. Snyder aides
pledged that by the end of the
week officials would visit every
household in Flint to ensure they
have water filters.
Democrats said Snyder only
recently admitted the magnitude
of the fiasco, at least three months
too late.
“This is the kind of disaster,
the kind of failure to deliver basic
services that hurts people’s trust
in government,” House Minority
Leader Tim Greimel said.
Flint Mayor Karen Weaver
refused to call for Snyder’s
resignation while at the U.S.
Conference of Mayors meeting
in Washington, D.C., saying
investigations should go forward.
She said she wants Snyder to give
Flint “the services and the money,
the funds that we need to address
the population.”
“People have said how they
want things handled with him,”
Weaver said Wednesday. “I’m
staying focused on what I need to
get from him right now.”
In his speech, Snyder committed
$28 million more in the short term
to pay for more filters, bottled
water, school nurses, intervention
specialists, testing and monitoring
– on top of $10.6 million allocated
in the fall. The money also would
replace plumbing fixtures in

schools with lead problems and
could help Flint with unpaid water
bills.
The new round of funding,
which requires approval from the
GOP-led Legislature, is intended
as another short-range step while
Snyder works to get a better
handle on the long-range costs. A
House committee on Wednesday
swiftly approved the spending
bill, which could reach his desk
next week after more legislative
voting. He plans to make a bigger
request in his February budget
proposal.
Snyder also announced the
deployment of roughly 130 more
National Guard members to the
city.
“To you, the people of Flint, I
say tonight as I have before: I am
sorry, and I will fix it,” he said.
Snyder, a former venture
capitalist and computer executive
who took office in 2011 billing
himself as a practical decisionmaker and a “tough nerd,” has
rejected calls for his resignation.
He has previously apologized
for regulatory failures and for an
underwhelming initial response
and on Tuesday outlined a timeline
of the “catastrophe” dating to
2013, and blamed it on failures at
the federal, state and local level.
Michigan’s top environmental
regulator Dan Wyant resigned
over the failure to ensure that the
Flint River water was properly
treated to keep lead from pipes
from leaching into the water.
Elevated blood-lead levels were
found in two city zip codes.
The Rev. Jesse Jackson, who
attended the address, said Snyder’s
contrition “does not mitigate the
crime that has been committed.”
But Republican Senate Majority
Leader Arlan Meekhof said
Snyder is a “real leader who took
responsibility even though he did
not cause the situation.”
The EPA is under scrutiny for
its role, too.
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Senate panel approves bill
to make school lunches tastier
By Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – School
meals could become a bit tastier
under legislation approved by a
Senate committee.
The bipartisan measure
approved by a voice vote
Wednesday is designed to help
schools that say the Obama
administration’s
healthier
meal rules are too restrictive.
Leaders
of
the
Senate
Agriculture, Nutrition and
Forestry Committee introduced
the legislation Monday after
negotiating an agreement to
ease requirements for whole
grains and delaying a deadline
to cut sodium levels.
School
lunch
directors
who have lobbied against the
standards endorsed the deal,
saying it would help them plan
meals that are more appealing to
students. Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack has backed it as
well, saying the compromise
maintains most of the healthier
school meal rules that have
been phased in since 2012.
The rules set fat, sugar and
sodium limits on foods in the
lunch line and beyond. They
require more whole grains,
fruits and vegetables. Schools
have long been required to
follow government nutrition
rules if they accept federal
reimbursements for free and
reduced-price meals for lowincome students, but the new
standards are stricter.
The
School
Nutrition
Association, which represents

school nutrition directors and
companies that sell food to
schools, has said many of the
standards are unworkable and
lobbied to roll them back.
The compromise signals
a truce between First Lady
Michelle
Obama
and
congressional Republicans who
have been at odds over the rules
for more than two years. She
has highlighted the standards
as part of her campaign against
childhood obesity and said she
would fight “to the bitter end”
to keep them intact.
After the vote, the committee
chairman, Sen. Pat Roberts,
R-Kan., and Michigan Sen.
Debbie Stabenow, the panel’s
top Democrat, said they were
talking to Senate leaders and
House members to try and get
the bill passed soon in both
chambers. The House has not
yet introduced a bill.
“We’ve set the stage for doing
this as quickly as possible,”
Stabenow said.
The five-year legislation
would direct the Agriculture
Department to revise the whole
grain and sodium standards
within 90 days of the bill’s
enactment, meaning the new
rules could be in place by next
school year if Congress acted
quickly.
The bill does not spell out
what changes would be made,
but all parties – including
USDA and the School Nutrition
Association – have agreed that
the department will write rules
that scale back the whole grain

standards to require that 80
percent of grains on the lunch
line must be whole grain rich,
or more than half whole grain.
Currently, all grains are
required to be whole grain rich,
though Congress has allowed
some schools to apply for
waivers from that requirement.
Some school nutrition directors
have said they have a hard time
finding whole grain pastas,
biscuits, grits and tortillas that
kids will eat.
The agreement would delay
stricter standards on sodium
that are scheduled for the 2017
school year. Those standards
would go into effect in 2019,
and a study would measure
the benefits of the reductions.
Some schools have said they
will have to take popular foods
off the lunch line once the
standards go into place.
The legislation would require
the government to figure out
ways to reduce waste of fruits
and vegetables and put more
resources into summer feeding
programs.
Despite the bipartisan Senate
agreement, not everyone is
ready for compromise.
GOP presidential candidate
Chris Christie said Monday that
the first lady has “no business”
being involved in school meals.
The New Jersey governor, who
has been public about his own
struggles with weight, said
it’s “just another example of
how the Obamas believe that
they’ve got a better answer for
everything than you do.”
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BOOK REVIEW:
“WOMEN WHO BROKE THE RULES:
CORETTA
SCOTT
KING”
KATHLEEN KRULL, ILLUSTRATED BY LAURA FREEMAN
BY

C.2015, BLOOMSBURY
$16.99 / $19.99 CANADA • 48 PAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Mississippi Link Newswire
Leaders come from surprising
places.
The quiet girl that sits the
next row over may know how
to inspire people. The knowit-all in your class could own
a business in the future. The
kid everybody picks on might
become president. But in the
new book “Women Who Broke
the Rules: Coretta Scott King
by Kathleen Krull, illustrated
by Laura Freeman, you’ll read
about one woman who didn’t
necessarily want to be a leader.
She only wanted to sing.
Born in April 1927, Coretta
Scott grew up on her family’s
farm and was “a bit sheltered” as
a girl; still, she was very aware
that some things were unfair,
which always made her angry.
Everybody in Marion, Ala.,
knew Coretta was a fighter, that
she had “the guts to climb up and
over the rules,” and that she had
a temper, but there was one thing

Krull
that calmed her: music.
Because her mother was the
church pianist, Coretta was encouraged to sing solos as a very
small child. She was known to
rush through chores so she could
spend time with her music; in
high school, she was the school’s
most promising singer-musician.
Later, she landed a scholarship
at an Ohio college, where she
studied music and education, “in
case a career in singing didn’t
work out.” From there, she at-

tended the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston.
Six months after arriving in
Boston, she was introduced to a
man named Martin.
At first, Coretta didn’t think
much of Martin Luther King
Jr. He wasn’t her type, and he
was awfully outspoken. On the
other hand, he spun dreams of
a wonderful future. Their dates
led her to a church, to a concert,
dancing, and eventually to
marriage.
But being the wife of Martin
Luther King Jr. wasn’t always
a happy life. Coretta worried
about Martin constantly, though
she was proud of him. Their
work together on boycotts was
making change, but there was
always danger. She could do
what she needed to do, though –
as long as she had her music.
I have to say that I was
pleasantly surprised by “Women
Who Broke the Rules: Coretta
Scott King.”
So many biographies of King

begin with her marriage to
Martin, but author Krull starts
much earlier, putting an emphasis
on Coretta Scott King’s lifelong
love of music and her desire
to have a career, despite that
woman generally didn’t do that
sort of thing then. That gives the
story a tone of determination and
quiet inspiration, a note that gets
louder as the book progresses. I
especially like that Krull writes
at length of King as a child,
which will resonate with young
readers who likely won’t have
any first-hand memories of this
remarkable woman.
Don’t feel guilty for enjoying
this book before you give it to
your 9-to-12-year-old. It’s a
quick and pleasant story you’ll
both like; in fact, if she needs
a biography to read this spring,
you can put “Women Who Broke
the Rules: Coretta Scott King”
in the lead.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can
be reached at bookwormsez@
yahoo.com.

“Breakthrough! How Three
People Saved ‘Blue Babies’ and
Changed Medicine Forever”
By Jim Murphy • C.2015, Clarion Books
$18.99 / $26.99 Canada • 130 Pages
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Mississippi Link Newswire
Way to go!
Nothing beats recognition
when you’ve finished a project.
Good job. Well done! Hearing
those things is pretty awesome.
But imagine working silently for
years of your life while saving
lives, and almost nobody notices.
In the new book “Breakthrough!”
by Jim Murphy, you’ll read about
one man’s accomplishment and
how it went nearly ignored for
decades.
At just about eight pounds,
eighteen-month-old
Eileen
Saxon was obviously small
for her age, and she was weak.
Doctors couldn’t agree on
whether she could survive
surgery or not, but they did agree
on one thing: she would die
without it.
It was late November, 1944,
and Dr. Alfred Blalock was
standing in a surgical room,
in front of Eileen’s little body.
Behind him was his assistant,
Vivien Thomas, an AfricanAmerican man who’d perfected
the procedure that was to be
performed.
They were about to make
history.
Fourteen
years
before
that night, thirty-one-yearold physician and researcher
Blalock, a white man born
of privilege, was looking for
an assistant in his Baltimore
laboratory. A carpenter by trade,
Thomas had grown up in an
industrious family that put an
emphasis on education; he’d
been saving his money to go to
medical school, in fact, when the
Great Depression erased it. His
curiosity appealed to Blalock,
who hired the African-American
man for twelve dollars a week.
Despite racial differences
and an initially rocky working
relationship, the two men
eventually got along fine and
everything might’ve continued
as it was – until Dr. Helen B.
Taussig came along.

Murphy
Taussig was an anomaly:
she was female, at a time when
few doctors were; she was also
dyslexic and had a hearing
disability, but she was laserfocused on treating babies born
with heart defects. She knew
there had to be a cure – so she
took her ideas to Blalock, who
instructed his assistant to start
researching.
And he did: it was Thomas
who discovered how to save
the lives of those babies and
children. It was Thomas, a
“reserved and quiet man,” who
engineered the tools to do it. And
it was Thomas who was almost
ignored by history…

Much as I loved it, I struggled
with “Breakthrough.”
The peeks back at mid-century
medicine are fascinating, but parents should be aware that there’s
quite a bit of detail about animal
research, which may greatly
bother sensitive kids. Murphy is
quick to offer humaneness, but I
shuddered.
And yet, there are bigger
things that kids will find disturbing. They’ll likely wonder how a
brilliant African-American man
was passed over by fame, while
his colleagues were lauded. Murphy is quick to explain that, too;
his thorough research is interesting and easy-to-grasp and I think
readers will be happy to see a
decent ending to this particular
chapter of discrimination.
Though there are plenty of
medical terms and advanced language in this book, I think kids
as young as 13 should be able
to handle it, especially if they’re
science-minded. Heed the cautions then “Breakthrough!” is for
them.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Syrian bishop
5. Merry
9. Leaky faucet noise
10. Head of Islam
11. Outlaw
12. Where you were at crime time
13. Dozen
15. Be incorrect
16. Blanks
18. Tentacled sea creature
21. Professional
22. Egg dish
26. Jist
28. Apple type
29. Thoughts
30. Advise
31. Price
32. Fewer

DOWN
1. Advertisement (abbr.)
2. Infuse
3. Gnaw
4. Messenger god
5. Miss
6. Strange
7. Sign of the scales
8. Ablaze
10. Cecum
14. Fumes
17. Convenient
18. Visual
19. Doctrine
20. Sounds
23. Draw
24. Omelette need
25. Binds
27. Grain
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 12)
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Hubert criticizes Pinkett-Smith Jordan Davis’ mother faces gun
over Oscars boycott comments lovers in ‘The Armor of Light’
eurweb.com
This is personal.
It seems like most folks are
feeling Jada Pinkett-Smith as
far as boycotting the Oscars.
Well, “most people” doesn’t
include Janet Hubert, the
original Aunt Viv from the
“Fresh Prince of Bel Air” TV
series.
Immediately one would
wonder why Hubert would
come out against PinkettSmith. All you have to do is
remember that’s Jada is married
to none other than Will Smith,
who didn’t get nominated for
his role in “Concussion” and of
course was the star of the “The
Fresh Prince of Bel Air.”
If you know the history of
Hubert and Will Smith, you
know their relationship is like
fire and water; they just don’t
like each other. And that’s
putting it mildly. In fact, Hubert
seems to have made it her life’s
mission to hate on Big Will as
often as possible. So it comes as
no surprise that she’s not down
with Pinkett-Smith in spite of

Janet Hubert (left) posted a video blasting Jada Pinkett-Smith for
plans to boycott the Oscars.
the bigger picture of no blacks
being nominated for a second
year in a row in the four major
acting categories.
According to Hubert, there
are other things that the Smiths
should be more concerned about
such as starvation, poverty,
unemployment, etc.
“It just ain’t that deep,”
Hubert says in a video she
posted on Facebook. The bitter
sounding actress also adds

that she finds it ironic that
Jada would ask for a boycott
when she’s made millions and
millions of dollars from the
very people that you’re talking
about boycotting.”
Hubert thinks it’s unfair
to ask black actors – in her
estimation – to jeopardize their
careers to boycott the event.
All we can say is in spite
of the big picture, Hubert is
making this oh so very personal.

By Cherie Saunders
Eurweb.com
Lucy McBath, the mother of slain teen Jordan
Davis, appears in an upcoming PBS documentary
about the embrace of guns by evangelical
Christians, and whether the practice itself is, in
fact, Christian.
“Independent Lens: The Armor of Light,” premiering May 10, follows evangelical minister the
Rev. Dr. Rob Schenck and McBath, whose unarmed 17-year-old son was fatally shot in 2012 by
45-year-old Michael Dunn over loud music.
In the film, the two people of faith link together
from opposite sides of the gun issue in an attempt to
find common ground. Schenck, an outspoken antiabortion advocate, risks losing followers when he
dares to question the morality of gun ownership,
and whether being pro-gun is consistent with
being pro-life.
McBath, a gun violence prevention activist
whose story has brought attention to “Stand Your
Ground” laws, regularly comes face to face with
ardent gun rights activists.
“What I first try to do is disarm them, so to
speak, with the language,” McBath told EURweb
at the Television Critics Association Winter Press
Tour early Monday in Pasadena, Calif.
She says the minute she approaches pro-gun
individuals, they believe her intention is to take
away their firearms. “No, this is not about controlling your rights,” McBath says she tells them.

Lucy McBath, film subject, speaks onstage during Independent Lens ‘The Armor of Light’ panel
as part of the PBS portion of the 2016 Television
Critics Association Winter Press Tour at Langham
Hotel on Jan. 18, in Pasadena, Calif.

She informs them that she, too, is a proponent
of the second amendment: “Yes you have a right
to bear arms. Yes you have a right to protect
your family. Yes, you have a right to protect your
territory. But what I say to them is let’s change the
verbiage. This is gun violence prevention.”

Oscar winner Jamie Foxx helps Franklin plans to conquer
fear of flying in February
rescue driver from vehicle
The Associated Press
THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. –
Oscar-winning actor Jamie Foxx
has played super villains and
antiheroes on screen. The role of
super hero he apparently saved for
real life.
Foxx and the victim’s father,
who met and talked Tuesday, said
that Foxx and one other person
pulled a man from his burning
truck moments before it became
engulfed in flames near Foxx’s
Southern California home.
The California Highway Patrol
said the pickup went off the road
in unincorporated Ventura County
then went into a ditch, rolling
over multiple times and becoming
engulfed in flames with a male

driver
trapped
inside.
Foxx said he
heard the crash
from his house,
called 911, and
ran to the scene. Foxx
He said another man, an off-duty
paramedic who was driving by, had
large EMT scissors that the two
used to break the truck’s window,
cut the man’s seatbelt and pull him
out.
Foxx said “within five seconds”
the truck went up in flames.
Foxx said he told the man,
“You’ve got to help me get you
out, because I don’t want to have
to leave you. You’ve got angels
around you.”

“I don’t look at it as heroic,”
Foxx told a group of reporters
after meeting with Brad Kyle, the
father of the 32-year-old victim
Brett Kyle. “I just look at it like,
you know, you just had to do
something. ”
Brad Kyle said he had been
shown surveillance video of the
crash scene, and he saw several
cars passing by without helping.
Kyle said, “breaking into tears
as he spoke, “I think we all hope
that we can do something when the
time is there. But the question is, do
we act or do we fear for our own
life? He did not.”
Brett Kyle has broken bones
and a punctured lung, but he is
expected to survive.

By Qwest 7
Eurweb.com
It’s a new year and Aretha
Franklin has plans to start fresh
with trying to conquer her fear
of flying.
The Queen of Soul is gearing up for her first trip in the air
during the first week of February. The trek, which will take
Franklin from Detroit to Chicago, will be her first flight in
more than three decades.
The singer’s last time up in
the air was back in 1983 when
a bad experience on a twin-engine flight resulted in her fear
of flying. Years later, Franklin
looks ready to take to the sky
again as she revealed her desire
to overcome her fear with a few

friends coming
along for the
ride.
“I’ve
got
friends
that
are going to
fly with me,” Franklin
the legendary entertainer revealed during a recent appearance on “The Meredith Vieira
Show.” “Pastor Shirley Caesar,
a neighbor and a good friend,
Ron. Rev. Jesse Jackson says
he’s coming too, but I’ll believe that when I see it.
“It’s a short trip to Chicago
and back. From Detroit to Chicago is nowhere. I can walk
home if I’m not comfortable,”
Franklin told host Meredith
Vieira as she vowed to stick

to planes larger than the twinengine plane she took in ’83 if
she’s able to get over her fear of
traveling by air.
“I didn’t know you shouldn’t
get on those,” the vocalist
joked about the twin-engine
planes. “You should stay on the
jets. But I know now!”
Should Franklin conquer her
fear of flying, it would be good
news for her fans overseas. Although Franklin hasn’t stepped
foot on international soil since
the ‘80s, she did mention her
desire to visit London and
perform a few shows for fans
while promoting her last studio
album, 2014’s “Aretha Franklin Sings the Great Diva Classics.”
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piggly wiggly
January 20 - 26, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE

FRESH SMALL

NEW YORK
STRIP STEAK
$ 99

FRESH SMALL

PORK
SPARE RIBS
$ 99

7

FRYER
BREAST
$ 69

1

PER LB.

1

SOLD IN 2 PACK, PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH

BONELESS
RUMP ROAST

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

$ 49

$ 99

SAUSAGE / CHICKEN

SAVE ON

3

PER LB.

FAMILY PACK

TURKEY NECKS
& WINGS

1

PER LB.

89

PER LB.

PER LB.

¢

USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

TENNESSEE PRIDE
BISCUITS

BREAKFAST
PORK CHOPS

BOTTOM ROUND
STEAK

$ 99

$ 19

$ 99

5

2

16 - 20 PACK

3

PER LB.

CAMPBELL'S

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

VEGETABLE OIL

TROPICANA
PUNCH

1

48 OZ.

$ 99

/3
18 - 19 OZ.

2 $

99
59 OZ.

FRESH PRODUCE

WASHINGTON GROWN RED DELICIOUS

APPLES

79
PER LB.

¢

SWEET JUMBO

ONIONS

79
PER LB.

¢

FRESH & SWEET KIWI

FRUIT

/1
EACH

4 $

BABY PEELED

CARROTS

1

1-LB. PKG.

$ 19

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS
ASSORTED

GRANDS
BISCUITS
............................
16.3 - 17.3 OZ.

99

¢

PILLSBURY GRANDS

CRESCENTS OR
ROLLS............................... 2 $
GRANDS CINNAMON

12 - 17.5 OZ. .

/5

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SAVE ON

PIGGLY WIGGLY

CHUNKY
SOUPS

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

¢

CHUNK
$ 69
CHEESE
.......................................
8 OZ.

1

ASSORTED

ACTIVIA
$ 99
YOGURT
....................................

1
FRUIT PUNCH 99¢
4 - PACK

TROPICANA

59 OZ. ....................................
FRESH FROZEN

BABY LIMA
$ 99
BEANS
......................................
16 OZ.

1

ASSORTED

PIGGLY WIGGLY
FRIES................................. $ 99
28 - 32 OZ.

COLE'S MINI GARLIC BREAD OR GARLIC

TOAST
....................................
7 - 8 OZ.

1
4$
/5

