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Pass Christian Fire Department members Brian Webb and Derek Palmer place a memorial wreath at the Hurricane Katrina Monument
in War Memorial Park during the Katrina Memorial Ceremony on Aug. 29, 2009, in Pass Christian. PHOTO BY AMANDA MCCOY/FILE-AP

Destroyed houses in Gulfport, Miss., show that Hurricane Katrina caused
extensive damage all along the Mississippi gulf coast. PHOTO SOURCE Federal Emergency Management Agency/Sept. 6, 2005

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
There has been an incessant
outpouring of accounts and reflections on the direct impact
across the south of Hurricane
Katrina 10 years earlier and on-

ward. Specials and tributes can
be found in broadcast, print and
the internet.
Locally, lives lost, families
displaced, efforts to rebuild and
the lingering memories are poignant.

One of the houses in the hardest hit Lower 9th Ward
of New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
Source Megan French
Jackson’s Mayor Tony Yarber
issued a statement: “Katrina underscored the importance of coordination and communication.
The hurricane also reminded us
not to take anything for granted.
Katrina was supposed to be a

Secretary of State Hosemann and
Mayor Yarber announce auctioning
of ‘tax forfeited city properties’
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Inside

Within the city of Jackson and
surrounding Hinds County, there
are 360 property parcels that
will be auctioned off, according to Secretary of State Delbert
Hosemann. Mayor Tony Yarber
and Hosemann held a joint press
conference at City Hall, Wednesday, August 26, announcing the
process to submit bids for these
properties.
The public auction accounts
for $14.6 million in tax-forfeited
properties, some which have been
listed in tax sales dating back
several years, said Hosemann. To
view available properties online
and for the public bidding which
begins Thursday, August 27, go to
the Secretary of State’s website:
http://www.sos.ms.gov/PublicLands/Jackson.

Yarber and Hosemann at press conference
Sealed bids must be received
in the Secretary of State’s office,
125 S. Congress St., in Jackson
by 5 p.m. central time on Sept. 17,
2015. These bids will be opened
and announced publicly at 10 a.m.

The Children’s
Defense Fund’s
Southern Regional
and Louisiana offices
report after Katrina
Page 5

KATRINA: Jordan
family reflects
on unforgettable
experiences
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New Orleans, Louisiana in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, August 2005, showing Interstate 10 at West End Boulevard, looking toward Lake Pontchartrain. Source: AP Photo/U.S.
Coast Guard.

coastal storm, but its destruction reached far beyond that
region and had a generational
impact.”
Congressman
Bennie
Thompson said in a released
statement, “This week, 10 years

ago, Mississippi and the entire
Gulf Coast were hunkering
down and preparing for what
turned out to be one of the most
devastating natural disasters of
our lifetime.
“The tragic loss of life was

P h o t o

o f

t h e

great across the region and included 238 Mississippians. The
loss of property was also im-
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Homes built for Hurricane
Katrina evacuees
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central time on Sept. 18, 2015 in
the SOS’s Public Lands Division.
Successful bidders will be noti-

Auctions

Habitat For Humanity Mississippi Capital Area on two one-week building blitzes in Jackson to provide Hurricane
Katrina qualifying evacuee families new homes in the metro Jackson area. See story on page 21

Continued on page 2

Former director for Hinds
County Human Services
remembers Hurricane
Katrina and gives lessons
learned
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mense and included more than
60 percent of single-family
dwellings on the coast being
destroyed or rendered uninhabitable.”
Thompson said that though
systems were thought to be
in place, the recovery process
was slow and wrought with
mistakes at the federal, state
and local level. “Since Katrina,
we have learned from those
mistakes and partnerships at
each level of government have
grown stronger and become
more in-sync,” Thompson said.
“Additionally, over the past
decade, Gulf Coast residents,
with federal support and the
help of volunteers from across
the country, have rebuilt much
of what was lost. However, we
cannot forget those for whom
recovery remains an elusive

goal, and we must remain
committed to recovery efforts
until those who have struggled
are on a better path toward rebuilding their lives.”
Thompson added, “The impact of Hurricane Katrina is a
story of American tragedy. But
Hurricane Katrina recovery,
in many respects, has become
a story of American perseverance and generosity that I hope
we can all look to for encouragement and hope.”
The Mississippi Department
of Transportation (MDOT)
opened its exhibit, titled “Katrina +10,” at the Ohr-O’Keefe
Museum of Art, 386 Beach
Blvd., Biloxi, Miss. Visit the
museum’s exhibit highlights
at www.GoMDOT.com/hurricanes.
The exhibit, according to

its release, features residents
along the Mississippi Gulf
Coast who give “their own
stories, along with images
of water on the rise, the total
destruction of houses washed
away and the emotional impact
on survivors recalled.”
Recently, the Hattiesburg
Arts Council presented the
Disaster Photo Exhibit, titled
“The Katrina Project: Hell
and High Water.” It featured
selected pieces from the HAC
Katrina collection, the Southern Miss Center for Oral History and Cultural Heritage. For
more information, visit TheKatrinaProject.com
And throughout this issue of
The Mississippi Link are more
accounts.
The AMR emergency service recounts their participa-

tion during the immediate hit
of Katrina (page 3). MEMA
worker Angel Hampton explains why she did not intend
to evacuate (page 4). The Children’s Defense Fund Southern
Regional office was on the
scene in New Orleans to help
children recover (page 5).
Religion Editor Daphne Higgins recounts the major roles
of various churches to assist
with sustaining displaced citizens and helping them onto the
road of recovery (page 12).
Moving accounts are given
by survivors and workers reported by contributing writers
Gail Brown and Janice NealVincent (pages 15 and 16).
Habitat for Humanity of Mississippi Central Area demonstrates its rebuilding skills after the storm (page 21).

Auctions
Continued from page 1

fied and payments must be made within 15 days
of notification. Properties are sold “as is,” and the
Secretary of State reserves the right to “reject any
and all bids.” No more than 160 acres may be
purchased by one person within one year.
Hosemann said, “Our goal is to place this property back on the tax rolls to benefit the capital city
and the state of Mississippi. By partnering with
the city of Jackson, we are taking an aggressive
step to return these properties to productive use.”
Yarber said, “This public auction will add momentum to the city’s efforts to strengthen our
communities. This will give citizens the opportunity to purchase property and play a vital role in
Jackson’s revitalization.”
Hosemann said upwards of 25 percent of the
income from the sales could come to the city of
Jackson and another part of the income to the
public schools.
The Secretary of States office also has held
similar tax-forfeited sales in partnership with the
cities of Hattiesburg, Greenwood, McComb/Pike
County, Meridian/Lauderdale County and GreenPictures of tax forfeited properties available for auction and area maps on display at City Hall
ville/Washington County.
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Kathy Sykes the ‘upset
win’ in run off elections

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Kathy Sykes won the
Democratic runoff election Tuesday, Aug. 25,
for Miss. House of Representatives District 70.
Sykes, a community
organizer in Jackson,
drew 54 percent of the
vote to beat out challenger Samuel Begley, an attorney, who
garnered 46 percent.
She will face Republican James P. Jerry in Sykes and Evans
the November general
election.
she said. “Personal relationships
Sykes attributes her runoff made the difference this time and
win to grassroots campaigning that’s important for a candidate
- knocking on doors, beating the who didn’t have a lot of funding.”
streets and talking to people one
The Jackson State University
on one.
biology graduate built her plat“A lot of people in the district form around working for affordpersonally know me; I’ve lived able housing, job creation, prohere my entire life. They know viding health care for all people
my record of standing up for is- and instituting early voting.
sues that are important to them,”
In other Democratic runoffs in
she said. The district is comprised Hinds County, incumbent District
of mostly lower income neighbor- 2 Supervisor Darrel McQuirter
hoods of Jackson with pockets of bested opponent David L. Archie.
middle and higher income areas, McQuirter, a minister, received
she said.
57 percent of the votes while ArIt was also helpful, Sykes said, chie got 43 percent. McQuirter
that she had the endorsement had been president of the Board
from the campaign start of long- of Supervisors until shortly before
time District 70 Rep. Jim Evans, the primary election.
who encouraged her to run for the
In District 5, Bobby “Bobcat”
seat.
McGowan defeated journalist
Sykes previously ran unsuc- Eric Stringfellow. McGowan recessfully for election commis- ceived 1,234 votes and Stringfelsioner and state Senate. The dif- low 1,062. McGowan, a retired
ference with this run was the county road worker, will face
alignment of the district.
independent Al Stubblefield in
“In those other races the dis- November.
tricts went so far into South JackStephanie R. Jones can be
son and even outside Jackson, reached at srjones13@gmail.com
where I wasn’t as well known,” or (601) 454-0372.
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AMR worker remembers
heroes during Katrina
By Jim Pollard
Public Affairs Manager
AMR Central Mississippi
When big storms threaten our
state’s coast, personnel from AMR
Central Mississippi travel down US
49 to help our sister operation (which
serves Harrison and Hancock counties). I was among the AMR Central
Mississippi personnel who were in
Gulfport prior to Katrina’s landfall,
during the storm and for quite some
time after.
Our Jackson-area operation sent
several ambulances and crews down
to help with evacuations, help staff
the two counties’ emergency operations centers, assist with search and
rescue, contribute to running shelters
and to perform a number of other
tasks. My assignment was to work
as a public information officer in the
Harrison County Emergency Operations Center (EOC).
I remember so many acts of heroism that I could not begin to share all
of them. I hope these few memories
convey my deep gratitude to folks
who I view as heroes.
The Harrison County EOC in
Gulfport is part of the county administrative complex. The complex is, I
would estimate, a half mile from the
beach. As one can imagine, those of
us in the EOC experienced Katrina
as the storm blasted its way through
the county.
As the storm worsened, the EOC
lost its electrical power from time
to time. The emergency generator
would kick on and stay on until we
regained power. Then our connection to the “grid” failed altogether
and we were dependent solely on
emergency generators. The main
generator performed well for some
hours but then Katrina got the best of
it and it also failed.
There’s no way to run an
EOC without electricity. So,
a team from, I believe, one of
the military contingents in the
EOC, perhaps the SeaBees,
got ready to do whatever was
necessary to restore power.
They waited until there was a
relative lull in the storm.
“Lull” isn’t the right word,
as the storm was still howling.
But, in that lull in the storm - it
might have been while the eye
passed over, three brave fellows donned protective suits,
latched themselves together
with rope and went out to fix
the generator.
I saw them step outside,
leaning into the wind with debris flying overhead, headed
to the generator. I’m unsure
how long they worked on the
generator, but they did indeed
bring it back to life. I did not
get their names and I wish I
had. They were heroes.
Over in the Hancock
County EOC, the storm surge
began flooding the building.
(Hancock County suffered the
highest storm surge anywhere
from Katrina.)
There were 30 or so people
in the EOC (who included
some friends of mine with
AMR’s operation on the
coast). They shut down the
center and went to the second
floor.
The water continued to rise
and the storm continued to
snarl. The group decided to
write each person’s name in
a column on a piece of paper,
each name next to a number.
Then they inscribed each person’s number with an indelible
marker on his or her forearm.
They put the list in a baggie and nailed it to the second
floor ceiling. A colleague in
the Harrison County EOC told
me some of our colleagues in
Hancock County called to
tape voice mail messages saying good-bye to their families.
To say that I was deeply
moved on hearing about those
farewells is a massive understatement. Thankfully, the
storm surge did not inundate
the second floor. They all sur-

vived. They, too, were heroes.
The storm blew through during
the day and headed north, leaving
massive destruction in its wake. The
EOC’s means of communicating
with the outside world was limited,
but the staff began pursuing every
aspect of the county’s disaster plan
possible under the circumstances. I
was at the public information desk
between midnight and sunrise on
what I believe was the night after
storm.
I heard some shoes squeaking
down the hallway. Three fellows
walk into the EOC. They were
muddy, their clothes were torn, and
they looked as though they had been
beaten. They were each from a different government agency.
They said to me: “We just spent
most of the last day cutting our way
down here from Camp Shelby. Do
you have some food?” I didn’t get
their names. They were the first “outsiders” we saw at the EOC. I viewed
them as “the cavalry.” I remember in
particular one thing they said: “We
ruined a perfectly-good backhoe and
a bunch of chainsaws to get here.”
They were heroes.
After a week or so working in the
Harrison County EOC, I was asked
to help with public information in
the Hancock County EOC. The
storm surge had destroyed the original EOC and an interim EOC was
set up at a vocational school a few
miles inland.
When I reached the Hancock
EOC, I was amazed to find a lowpower AM radio station had been
set up in the public information office. I knew the storm had obliterated the County’s sole radio station,
so I wondered how it was possible to
have any radio broadcast at all.

What I learned, to this day, still
puts me in awe: A lady named Sarah Allen was sitting at her home
in Sarasota, Florida, watching TV
news reports on the horror Katrina
left behind. She had many years’
experience in radio broadcasting and
was an accomplished radio engineer.
She decided she had to help. So,
she contacted colleagues in several
states to round up equipment required to put a low-power station on
the air in Hancock County.
She provided her own transportation to the Mississippi coast. On arrival at the EOC, she obtained from
somewhere a short radio tower, 40
feet or so, mounted on a small trailer.
The owners of the county’s demolished radio station might have provided the tower.
Sarah then pieced her makeshift
radio station together and began
providing invaluable information to
anyone in the county with a working radio. FEMA provided us with
3,000 small AM / FM radios, which
we distributed across the county via
a variety of outlets.
Sarah stayed on the air hour after hour for weeks, telling listeners
about sources of emergency assistance, how to deal with everything
from boil-water alerts to getting rid
of animal carcasses. To my knowledge, Sarah never received a penny
for her work. To my dying day, I will
hold Sarah Allen in my heart as the
one of the greatest heroes I ever met.
These are recollections of just one
fellow. Talk with anyone who was
on the coast in Katrina’s aftermath
and you’ll hear tales of many other
heroes. We were blessed to have
such unselfish civic servants give so
much of themselves to help others in
their time of greatest need.
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AMR on the Coast battled Katrina
despite employees’ own losses
By Jim Pollard
Special to The Mississippi Link
Hurricane Katrina forever
changed everyone who called the
Mississippi Gulf coast their home.
Since late August 2005, coast residents discuss their lives with the
terms “before the storm” and “after the storm.”
AMR was (and still is) the ambulance service for Harrison and
Hancock counties. Greg Doyle,
AMR’s operations manager on the
coast, said, “Our medics and other
personnel did not flinch in the face
of Katrina, but instead our folks
gave their all to save lives and reduce suffering in our two counties
before, during and after the storm.
Our team members were on the
job through the worst of Katrina,
even as the storm threatened their
own families and homes, personal
vehicles and other property.”
Doyle recently provided an
overview of AMR’s work related
to Katrina. He said the list is representative of his team’s work, not a
comprehensive recap.
Before landfall, AMR South
Mississippi:
•Evacuated two hospitals and
four nursing homes, all without a
single death.
•Brought to the coast 65 additional ambulances and crews
(from other AMR operations including AMR in the Jackson metro
area and other nearby AMR sites
and, through mutual aid agreements, from other companies).
•Helped staff the two counties’
emergency operations centers.
•Contributed to preparing shelters and staffing them (including
a shelter for people with special
needs).
During the storm, AMR South

Mississippi:
•Team members already on
assignment remained at their
posts on the coast
and virtually all
others with AMR
came to work.
They left their
homes not knowing when they AMR paramedic Joel Ellzie with number on forearm that would
could return - or correlate with his name for indentification in case of his demise
if there would be
to help staff shelters.
a home to return
•Transported 2,000 patients in
to.
the
first two weeks following the
•Ninety-four percent of AMR
storm.
South Mississippi employees suf•Brought in 60 additional
fered significant damage to home
ground
ambulances and crews.
or auto. Thirty percent of AMR
•Turned
AMR’s headquarters in
South Mississippi employees’
Gulfport
into
a full-service camp
homes were completely destroyed.
for
the
hundreds
of EMS person•Partnered with other public
nel
who
came
from
across the
safety agencies to rescue people
nation
to
assist
(complete
with
who had chosen not to evacuate.
housing,
regular
meals
and
medi•Lost 13 ground ambulances
(losses which AMR’s parent com- cal supplies). AMR maintained the
camp for months.
pany quickly replaced).
•Paramedics took on an expandIn Katrina’s aftermath, AMR
ed
role: With health department
South Mississippi:
approval,
AMR medics vaccinated
•Re-designed the EMS system
thousands
of people against tetafor Harrison and Hancock counnus,
free
of
charge.
ties: Roads and major bridges were
Doyle
said,
“We all know Hurimpassable or demolished; street
ricane
Katrina
will not be the last
signs and landmarks no longer excatastrophe
to
strike the Missisisted; every hospital faced major
sippi
Gulf
Coast.
But we want
challenges; tetanus and other pubcoast
residents
to
know
AMR lolic health hazards intensified.
cally,
as
part
of
the
nation’s
larg•The storm’s devastation reest
assemblage
of
EMS
resources,
quired new dispatch procedures,
new mapping, more transports out stands ready, shoulder to shoulder
of AMR South Mississippi’s usual with our sister operations such
service area, greater coordination as in Jackson and with our many
with air ambulance services, more public safety and public health colground ambulances and many oth- leagues, committed to respond to
any natural or man-made disaster
er adaptations.
•Participated in dozens of search which may befall the home we all
and rescue missions and continued love.”
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Remembering Katrina: “I didn’t plan to evacuate”
By Angel Hampton
Special to The Mississippi Link

I didn’t plan to evacuate. I had
gotten used to hurricane threats
being a way of life early on as
a student at Xavier University.
Sometimes we evacuated and
sometimes we made the decision
to ride out the storm depending
on the forecasted track and severity.
I had spoken to a few friends
earlier in the weekend and we all
had said that our plans wouldn’t
involve evacuating this time.
I continued to watch the news
throughout the weekend and
at some point, the hurricane
strengthened and its potential
landfall included New Orleans as
a possible target.
The governor announced that
the Superdome would be opened
as a shelter of last resort and I
decided to err on the side of caution and leave the city, especially
since my hometown was only a
short drive away.
At this point, I had been living
in New Orleans for almost ten
years and had evacuated many
times. I was accustomed to using an evacuation as a reason for

a short vacation home and then
when at the last minute the storm
turned east and missed I would
simply head back to the city.
So, ten years ago I packed a
small bag for Tokey, my 4-yearold Shih Tzu, and enough clothes
for myself to last three days, and
the two of us got into my SUV
to head home to Jackson, Mississippi. Tokey and I arrived home
about 24 hours before the storm
made landfall.
What was normally a two and
a half hour drive, took me five
hours with the number of evacuees on the road. I considered
myself blessed because I had
heard of people leaving an hour
after I did and it took them eight
hours or more to make the same
drive. Although I was glad to be
home with my family, I was concerned about my friends that had
not evacuated and the city I had
come to know as home.
For a short time, I remember
feeling relieved when I found
out that New Orleans dodged a
direct hit. However, that feeling
of relief was very short lived. We
were without power for a week
even in Jackson; therefore I had
seen very little in the way of
news reports.
My daily routine consisted of
going around town on the hunt
for ice and gas. I remember going to the mall to break up the
monotony of the day and as I
passed by the stores with TVs,
I remember crying as I saw the
city that I had called home for
ten years was under water and its
citizens on rooftops waiting to be
rescued.
After seeing some of the devastating scenes, I went to my
cousin’s house, which happened
to have electricity. There I was

able to see more in disbelief. I
was truly devastated and broke
into tears unlike members of my
family had ever seen from me.
You see, even though there
was not a direct hit to the city,
the tremendous amount of wind
and rain from such a large storm
had caused the levees to breach
and for a city that sat so far below
sea level that caused immense
devastation. I remember trying
desperately to contact the friends
that had decided to remain in the
city but to no avail, as there was
no cellular service. All I could do
was pray.
In the weeks after the storm,
I was eventually able to contact
my friends. One who had decided not to leave said that he
was stranded for three days in
the attic of his apartment building. When I asked him what he
did during those three days, he
stated that he was trying nonstop
to break through the roof. He was
eventually rescued by helicopter
and taken to San Antonio.
Another friend who had evacuated with family to Texas at the
same time that I evacuated to
Jackson, had to leave there less
than a month later to flee hurricane Rita. He came to Jackson as
well and ten years later has his
own barbershop in Jackson, the
city which is now his home.
At some point in early September, on the Westbank of New Orleans, there was one day in which
the Parish would be opened during daylight hours only. This is
where my apartment was located. My cousin and uncle got their
truck and trailer and drove me
back to my apartment to salvage
what I could.
There still was no power in
the city or parish that day, and

in the dim light and
extreme heat we
loaded up what we
could during the
time allotted so that
we could be out and
on our way back by
dark.
It was very emotional for me to see
first-hand the devastation that had
occurred. It was
during that trip back
into the city that I
realized it would be
a long time before
things would be Hampton with Tokey at home in Mississippi
back to some semblance of normalcy.
of Mississippi, providing IT supI had to figure out what I was port to the local offices that had
going to do next. I did not think opened in various cities to assist
that I would be back in Jackson survivors of Hurricane Katrina.
long term. Prior to Hurricane Ka- I heard many stories of loss,
trina I worked for the Jefferson bravery, perseverance, heroism
Parish Public School System as and strength as people recounted
web site designer for the school what they had been through.
district.
My work with FEMA has
While in Jackson representa- spanned the last ten years. I used
tives from the Federal Emer- the computer science degree that
gency Management Agency I obtained from Xavier Univer(FEMA) visited my mom’s office sity, New Orleans to provide
at The Mississippi Link newspa- network support to our various
per and informed her that FEMA offices.
had opened a local office and
I have continued to travel
was looking for persons with in- around the United States, providformation technology skills and ing assistance to disaster survisuggested to her that I should ap- vors of tornados, floods, snowply for the position.
storms, ice storms including
I had become somewhat famil- Hurricane Sandy in New York
iar with FEMA over the previ- where I spent 50 weeks, and in a
ous month as a disaster survivor remote village in Alaska where I
and now I had the opportunity to also spent almost a year.
work for FEMA to assist other diI took Tokey with me on sevsaster survivors. My “temporary” eral of these disasters to include
employment, working 12 hours a Alaska and Massachusetts. Ten
day, seven days a week was sup- years after Katrina, in Massaposed to last 120 days.
chusetts, my little companion reOver the next year, I traveled cently became ill and peacefully
to counties throughout the state passed away.

Hampton in Alaska

I can’t help but think about
evacuating New Orleans ten
years ago with just enough
clothes to last me for three days,
and my little dog Tokey.
I try to use what I have seen
and been through, to be able to
offer compassion to others who
have been displaced. Although
Hurricane Katrina was a terrible
disaster, I am now glad that it
brought me back home to my
family.
I have been able to travel and
see places that I may not have
ever seen. I have since been able
to purchase a home and complete
a graduate degree that I was just
one hour from completing when
I left New Orleans due to Hurricane Katrina.
Angel Hampton received a BS
degree in computer science from
Xavier University and a MBA in
technology management from
the University of Phoenix. She is
employed by FEMA as an information technology network manager. Angel is also the daughter
of The Mississippi Link publisher
Jackie Hampton.
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The Children’s Defense Fund’s Southern Regional
and Louisiana offices report after Katrina

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
Titled ‘What It Takes to Rebuild A Village After a Disaster:
Stories from Internally Displaced Children and Families
of Hurricane Katrina and Their
Lessons for Our Nation,’ the report is self-explanatory.
The report was commissioned by the Children’s Defense Fund’s Southern Regional
and Louisiana offices and funded by The W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The Children’s Defense
Fund also established Freedom
Schools in New Orleans.
The report covered such topics like ‘Growing Up Displaced
from Your Village’ and ‘Homeless and Jobless Families.’
Its summary begins, “If it
takes a village to raise a child,
what happens to children and
their village when disaster
strikes and the resources necessary for protecting the village
against future disasters as well
as rebuilding the homes, jobs,
schools, child care centers and
hospitals in the village are not
forthcoming?”
The report includes letters to

President Obama, who came
into office in 2008; Katrina hitting in 2005. They are written
by New Orleans children.
One letter by Terrian C. Jones
reads in part:
“I have been having a lot of
difficulties ever since I evacuated from New Orleans. I miss
my home and my friends and
family. I have had a hard time
adjusting in school and with my
school work. We have had to
move many times and as a result, I have gone to many different schools.
“When I got used to a school,
the teachers and friends, we had
to move to another house…. I
think things would be better for
me if I was back home (in New
Orleans), and I hope I can go
back home at some point.”
It concluded with suggested
“Safeguards Against Displaced
People Becoming Homeless or
Jobless.” As a Katrina survivor
said (page 15), “the worse thing
was when they started calling
us ‘refugees.’”
For more information on the
CDF report, contact their office
at www.childrensdefense.org

ETEC salutes the spirit of the Gulf Coast
and New Orleans as they continue to
rebuild 10 years later.
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10 years later, Hurricane Katrina’s impact still
devastating on New Orleans’ black residents
By Curtis Bunn
Urban News Service
New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu took to the road to declare
his city is “no longer recovering, no
longer rebuilding” a decade after
Hurricane Katrina devastated it in
one of America’s worst natural disasters, but some refuse to buy that
speech.
For many African Americans who
watched their city submerged in the
waters of the Gulf of Mexico for
nearly a week in 2005, Landrieu’s
message rings hollow.
Donya Richardson, a 41-year-old
retail employee, moved from New
Orleans to Atlanta in advance of the
storm. She returned to her old neighborhood three times - each time leaving in tears.
She lived with her then 6-year-old
daughter in the Ninth Ward, one of
the low-lying, predominantly African-American areas hardest hit by the
Category 5 storm that claimed 1,833
lives and left 705 people missing. The
levees, built to contain a Category 3
hurricane, collapsed, and 80 percent
of the city drowned under its enormity.
“I went back about a month after
everything settled down. I cried because the neighborhood was a wreck.
I mean, a wreck,” she said “The destruction seemed unreal. It looked
like a bulldozer just came through
and tore up everything in sight.
There was nothing left to salvage. I
broke down because I had a life in
that place.”
Richardson returned in 2011. “I
was excited because downtown
looked the same, if not better,”
she said. “You would have never
guessed Katrina came through
there. Then I got to the Ninth Ward
and my heart just sank. It wasn’t
as bad as that first time, but it still
looked like a hurricane had been
through there. It made me cry.”
She returned again in spring. “I
was praying to see rebuilt houses,
more families - signs that real
change had been made. But I saw
only a little. Not enough. So many
houses are just ruined and still ruined. But in other places in New
Orleans, places that were hit just as
hard, you can never tell anything
happened.”
Richardson is not alone in her
observations. A wide gap exists
along racial lines about attitudes
regarding New Orleans’ recovery,
according to a survey by Louisiana
State University with 41 percent of
whites said living in New Orleans
improved since the hurricane clean
up, while less than 20 percent of
African Americans feel things are
better.
“We don’t talk the way anybody
else talks, we don’t dance the way
anybody else [dances],” Landrieu
said while touring Atlanta. “They
don’t eat the way we eat. They don’t
hug the way we hug. They don’t
love the (same) way. It’s just different. And it’s wonderful. I love
Houston.
“Houston’s one of the great cities in the world. I love Atlanta. But
you know what? New Orleans does
not want to be Houston or Atlanta.
What we want to be is the best version of our real selves, because we
are unique.”
Unique does not mean better for
many African Americans living in
the Ninth Ward, where homeowners either walked away from their
destroyed properties or relocated to
Houston, Atlanta and other cities.
Many failed to receive enough insurance money, if any, to repair the
vast destruction.
The city did receive $70 billion in
federal aid for $150 billion in damages but a tour of the city revealed
what neighborhoods were left on
the sidelines.
“When you have that kind of gap
(in monetary aid),” Landrieu conceded, “not everyone gets everything all the time.”
The mayor pointed to the refurbishing of the Mercedes Benz Super
Dome - where 30,000 mostly African Americans endured six days

of unseemly conditions as the city
drowned - the many rebuilt neighborhoods and the overall growth in
population of the city as evidence of
progress.
“Y’all can come on home,”
Landrieu said while touring Houston.
“But come home to what?” Anderson asked. “New Orleans is in my
heart, in my blood. That will never
change. But it’s not like it was the
best place for jobs before the hurricane. And with our neighborhoods not to say that we have to live where
we always lived - but our neighborhoods just haven’t gotten the attention it deserves.”

New Orleans will make headlines
again during the 10-year anniversary.
President Obama plans a visit and
so does former President George W.
Bush, who was roundly criticized
by many, including filmmaker Spike
Lee, whose 2007 documentary on the
aftermath of Katrina, When The Levees Broke, won two Emmys.
On his tour, in a speech at the
National Press Club in Washington,
D.C, Landrieu called New Orleans
“one of the world’s most remarkable
stories of tragedy and triumph, resurrection and redemption.”
New Orleans will celebrate the
city’s rebirth on the anniversary of

Hurricane Katrina with parades featuring Mardi Gras Indians, and brass
bands marching through Uptown and
downtown New Orleans on August
29.
The event is promoted as the Katrina 10 Commemorative Parade,
created to be “a cultural showcase
that celebrates New Orleans, its resilience and the incredible spirit of
its people,” said Flozell Daniels Jr.,
president and CEO of the Foundation
for Louisiana.
But many on the eastside and in
the Ninth Ward will not see reason to
celebrate. They are still drowning in
tears.
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Health officials: Rabies Tardy tax filers risk loss
of health care subsidies
case came from bat
Mississippi State Department of Health
Today the Mississippi State
Department of Health (MSDH)
reported that the type of rabies
confirmed earlier this week in a
feral cat in Starkville came from
a bat. This is the first rabies case
confirmed in a land animal in
Mississippi since 1961. The cat
is described as a small black and
white kitten.
Exposures to the rabid cat
were first reported in downtown
Starkville. The cat was then removed from the downtown area
and dropped off in a remote area
in the general vicinity of the Thad
Cochran Research Park near the
campus of Mississippi State University (MSU) where additional
exposures occurred.
Further testing of the cat’s brain
tissue confirmed that the cat was
infected with rabies from a bat.
Additionally, lab results of other
animals found near the rabid cat
were rabies-negative.
“We regularly identify bats
with rabies in Mississippi, so
these results tell us that the cat became infected after contact with

an infected bat rather than contact
with another animal,” said Deputy State Epidemiologist Dr. Paul
Byers. “However, this serves as a
reminder to never touch or handle
bats, and if you do have exposure
to a bat, contact your local healthcare provider and your provider
can contact the Mississippi State
Department of Health for consultation.”
Rabies is a viral disease of
mammals that is transmitted
through the bite of an infected
animal or through the contamination of a fresh wound with saliva
from an infected animal. Rabies
is completely preventable if postexposure shots are administered
after contact with a rabid animal.
Mississippians can help protect
themselves against rabies by taking the following precautions:
Do not handle or touch live or
dead feral animals, animals you
do not know, or wild animals such
as raccoons, bats, skunks, foxes
and coyotes that can carry rabies.
If you see a dog or cat acting
strangely, contact your local Animal Control officials.

Vaccinate animals when your
dog or cat has reached three
months of age, one year later, and
every three years thereafter (using a vaccine approved with three
year immunity), as required by
state law.
A bat that is active by day,
found in a place where bats are
not usually seen, or that is unable
to fly, and is easily approached,
could have rabies and should be
avoided.
Wash any wound from an animal thoroughly with soap and
water and seek medical attention
immediately.
Health officials urge anyone
who may have been bitten or
scratched by a feral (wild) cat
matching the description above
on August 16 or up to ten days
prior, to immediately contact their
primary healthcare provider and
the MSDH Office of Epidemiology at 601-576-7725. At this time
there is no ongoing public health
risk.
For more information on rabies, visit the MSDH website at
HealthyMS.com/rabies.

Health officials confirm two
new West Nile virus cases
The Associated Press
Today the Mississippi State
Department of Health (MSDH)
reported two new human cases
of West Nile virus (WNV), bringing the total for 2015 to 13 cases.
Both reported cases are in Madison County.
So far this year, cases have
been reported in Adams, Covington, Forrest (2), Hinds (3), Madison (2), Rankin (3) and Simpson
counties.
The MSDH only reports laboratory-confirmed cases to the
public. In 2014, Mississippi had
43 WNV cases and seven deaths.

Symptoms of WNV infection
are often mild and may include
fever, headache, nausea, vomiting, a rash, muscle weakness or
swollen lymph nodes. In a small
number of cases, infection can result in encephalitis or meningitis,
which can lead to paralysis, coma
and possibly death.
State
Epidemiologist
Dr.
Thomas Dobbs reminds Mississippians that the majority of WNV
cases are reported in August and
September, so it is important to
protect yourself.
The MSDH suggests the following precautions to protect

yourself and your environment
from mosquito-borne illnesses:
Use a recommended mosquito
repellent that contains DEET
while you are outdoors.
Remove all sources of standing
water around your home and yard
to prevent mosquito breeding.
Wear loose, light-colored, long
clothing to cover the arms and
legs when outdoors.
Avoid areas where mosquitoes
are prevalent.
For more information on
mosquito-borne illnesses, visit
the MSDH website at www.
HealthyMS.com/westnile.

Report: Nearly 47 million
people now have dementia
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Health researchers say there
are now nearly 47 million people
living with dementia globally, up
from 35 million in 2009.
They warned that without a
medical breakthrough, numbers
will likely double every 20 years.
In a report issued on Tuesday,

researchers from Alzheimer’s
Disease International say about
58 percent of all people with dementia live in developing countries and that by 2050, nearly
half of all those with the disease
will live in Asia.
Numbers are expected to rise
with aging populations and as
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more cases are identified.
Experts estimate the cost of
treating dementia could jump to
$1 trillion in just three years and
called for governments to adopt
legislation to ensure better treatment for people with the disease.
There is no known cure for dementia.
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By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
Associated Press
WASHINGTON - Signup season for President
Barack Obama’s health care
law doesn’t start for another
couple of months, but the
next few days are crucial
for hundreds of thousands
of customers at risk of losing financial aid when they
renew coverage for 2016.
Call them tardy tax filers:
an estimated 1.8 million
households that got subsidies for their premiums last
year but failed to file a 2014
tax return as required by the
law, or left out key IRS paperwork.
Because of coordination
issues between the IRS and
marketplaces like HealthCare.gov, consumers who
keep procrastinating into
the fall are taking chances
with their financial aid, according to insurers and the
tax agency. That means,
for example, that someone
who’s been paying a monthly premium of $90 could
suddenly get hit with a bill
for $360.
Government
officials
say they have a backstop planned that should
help many procrastinators. Nonetheless, insurers and advocacy groups
say they’ve been told the
best way returning customers can avoid hassles is to
file their taxes correctly by
Aug. 31.
“You don’t want to get to
December and realize that
your subsidy amount isn’t
there,” said Clare Krusing,
spokeswoman for the industry group America’s Health
Insurance Plans. Sign-up
season starts Nov. 1, and
insurers typically send bills
for January in mid-December.
The last thing insurers
want is consumers blaming
them. They’re particularly
concerned that satisfied
customers just waiting for
their coverage to automatically renew might get a nasty surprise.
Hoping to stave off problems that could get amplified in an election year, the
IRS started notifying tardy
filers in mid-July. The form
letters spell out in bold type
that filing an electronic tax
return within 30 days “will
greatly reduce the risk of an
interruption” in health care
subsidies.
Obama’s health care law

FILE In this Aug. 21, 2014 file photo, a health care tax forms 8962 is seen
in Washington. Sign-up season for President Barack Obama’s health care
law doesn’t start for another couple of months, but the next few days are
crucial for hundreds of thousands of customers who risk losing financial
aid when they renew for 2016. AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster
created tax credits to help
people afford private insurance. Nationally that aid averages $272 a month, covering roughly three-fourths of
the premium. By funneling
dollars through the income
tax system, Democrats were
able to call the overhaul the
largest middle-class tax cut
for health care in history.
But in doing so, they also
spliced together two really
complicated areas: health
insurance and taxes.
That’s led to confusion
for many consumers. For
example, low-income people who weren’t previously
required to file tax returns
must do so now if they received health care tax credits, which means dealing
with complex new forms.
Although 2015 is the second year of the program’s
coverage expansion, is the
first year for tax implications.
The program is also
complicated to administer
for its two lead government agencies, the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, which runs
HealthCare.gov, and the
IRS. Federal law imposes
strict privacy safeguards
for tax returns, and there
are limits to information
the IRS can provide to
other agencies. Tax returns
take time to process, and
HealthCare.gov can’t get
real-time updates.
So even if a procrastinator realizes his mistake and
files a tax return in October, HealthCare.gov might
not reflect that information
until much later.
The administration said it
has a backstop for consumers who get tripped up by
the time lag. They will be
able to attest that they filed
their tax returns and continue to receive their subsi-

Subscribe TODAY

dies in 2016. “We want to
make sure they don’t have
a gap in affordable coverage,” said Lori Lodes,
communications director
for HealthCare.gov.
HealthCare.gov will also
recheck IRS data in late
December.
But the backstop only
works if the customer actually filed. If they did not,
the system will catch up
to them eventually. Those
who lie about having filed
a tax return would violate
perjury laws.
Republican critics said
the administration bends
the rules to keep enrollment numbers up and are
sure to find fault with the
backstop.
As of the start of the summer, the IRS estimated that
up to 1.8 million households were at risk of losing
subsidies. Although some
of those probably followed
through, it’s still the latest
official number. It breaks
down as follows:
-About 760,000 households that got tax credits
and filed their tax returns,
but omitted a new form that
is the key to accounting for
the subsidies. Called Form
8962, it was new for this
year’s tax filing season.
-About 710,000 households that did not file a
2014 return by the tax-filing deadline, although they
were legally required to account for health insurance
tax credits.
-Some 360,000 households that got tax credits
and requested an extension
to file their returns. Under
tax law, they have until Oct.
15 to file and that would
still be considered timely.
But to avoid problems with
their health insurance subsidies, they really need to
act much sooner.
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Reporter, cameraman killed
on air; suspect dead
Ask Alma

By Steve Helber, Pam Ramsey
and Jonathan Drew
Associated Press

MONETA, Va. - A TV reporter and cameraman were shot to
death during a live television
interview Wednesday by a gunman who recorded himself carrying out the killings and posted
the video on social media after
fleeing the scene.
Authorities identified the suspect as a fellow journalist who
had been fired from the station
earlier this year. A man believed
to be the gunman was taken into
custody after he crashed a vehicle. Pursuing troopers found
him suffering from a gunshot
wound, and he was hospitalized
and later died, Virginia state police said.
The shots rang out on-air
as reporter Alison Parker and
cameraman Adam Ward were
presenting a local tourism story
at an outdoor shopping mall.
Viewers saw her scream and run,
and she could be heard saying
“Oh my God,” as she fell. Ward
fell, too, and the camera he had
been holding on his shoulder
captured a fleeting image of the
suspect holding a handgun.
WDBJ quickly switched back
to the anchor at the station, her
eyes large and jaw dropping as
she said, “OK, not sure what
happened there.” The station
later went live again, reporting
on their own station and staff as
the story developed.
The suspect was identified as
Vester Lee Flanagan II, 41, of
Roanoke, by the Augusta County Sheriff’s Office. Flanagan appeared on WDBJ as Bryce Williams.
Jeffrey Marks, WDBJ’s president and general manager, said
Flanagan had to be escorted by
police out of the station when
he was fired. Marks described
him as “an unhappy man” and
“difficult to work with,” always
“looking out for people to say
things he could take offense to.”
“Eventually after many incidents of his anger ... we dismissed him. He did not take that
well,” Marks explained.
Video posted hours after the
shooting on Bryce Williams’
Twitter account and Facebook
page showed an outstretched
arm holding the handgun and
firing repeatedly at Parker as she
tried to run away.
The shooter appeared to walk
up to the victims and stand a few
feet away from them while holding the weapon. The three, in
the midst of a live TV interview,
do not seem to notice the gunman, who doesn’t start shooting
until Ward points the camera at
Parker and her interview subject, Vicki Gardner, who was in
stable condition after surgery for
her wounds.
Parker is heard screaming and
is seen running away as shots

www.mississippilink.com

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist
Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

My best friend is marrying
‘Wicked Witch of the North’
This screenshot from WDBJ-TV7, in Roanoke, Va., shows reporter Alison Parker and photographer Adam Ward. Parker and Ward were killed,
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2015, when a gunman opened fire during a live
on-air interview in Moneta, Va. Courtesy of WDBJ-TV7 via AP
are fired. Roughly 15 shots can be
heard, including
several that were
fired after the
video goes dark.
Tweets posted
on
Williams’
Twitter account
Wednesday described
workplace conflicts
with both victims. They say In this framegrab from video posted on Bryce WilWilliams filed a liams’ Twitter account and Facebook page, Wilcomplaint with liams, whose real name is Vester Lee Flanagan II,
the Equal Em- aims a gun at television reporter Alison Parker as
ployment
Op- she conducts a live on-air interview Wednesday,
portunity Com- Aug. 26, 2015 in Moneta, Va. Vester Lee Flanagan
mission against II/Twitter via AP
Parker, and that
Ward had reported Williams to human resources.
Marks said Williams alleged
that other employees made racially tinged comments to him,
but said his EEOC claim was
dismissed and none of his allegations could be corroborated.
“We think they were fabricated,” Marks said.
ABC News reported on its Flanagan
website that the network received a 23-page fax from to do anything that we asked,”
someone claiming to be Wil- Morgan said. “He did live shots
liams. The network said the fax during our morning show for
was turned over to authorities, several years.”
Parker had just turned 24
and did not elaborate on its conand had joined the station as
tents.
Both the victims were roman- an intern after attending James
tically involved with other em- Madison University, where she
ployees at the station, according was the editor of the school’s
The
to Parker’s boyfriend, WDBJ newspaper,
Accordanchor Chris Hurst. He wrote Breeze.
online that they hadn’t shared ing to her Facebook
their relationship publicly but page, Parker spent
“were very much in love.” He most of her life outMartinsville,
said they had just moved in to- side
gether and wanted to get mar- Virginia. She was
an avid kayaker and
ried. “I am numb,” he said.
The shooting happened attended community
around 6:45 a.m. at Bridgewa- theater events in her
ter Plaza in Franklin County, spare time.
The station is
as Parker interviewed Gardner
about the upcoming 50th an- based in Roanoke,
niversary festivities for Smith Virginia, and serves
Mountain Lake, a local tourism the southwest and
central part of the
destination.
Ward, 27, graduated from Vir- state. The shootginia Tech University and was ings happened at a
engaged to a producer at the mall just off Smith
station, Melissa Ott, said WDBJ Mountain Lake in
Moneta, about 25
spokesman Mike Morgan.
“Adam was our go-to guy. miles southeast of
He pretty much was available Roanoke.

Dear Alma,
This is a question about my best friend. He and I
have been best friends forever and we are just that
- friends. I’m a woman and he’s a man, but never at
anytime did we think it would be anything else. So I
guess you could say it’s like we’re brother and sister.
We have been there through family issues,
heartbreaks, lost jobs, college graduations…, I mean
everything.
Whenever I have a new friend I’m dating, if it starts
to get serious, this person has to meet my one and
only best friend for approval and vice-versa. About
a year ago, he met and fell hard for a co-worker.
Initially, she seemed to be OK.
When we finally met, at the table she was courteous, very friendly and I was thinking, I like her. But
wait, we walked to the bathroom together and she
became the wicked witch of the north. She did a complete turn around and was mean to me and told me
she knew that I wanted him, but to watch out because
that wasn’t gonna happen.
I tried to explain ‘we are just friends.’ She said she
knew what we were and that my friend talks about
me all the time, and he has made it clear we were to
remain the best of friends. She told me she didn’t like
me and she didn’t like our friendship, but she would
do whatever it takes to keep him happy.
She turned and walked out the bathroom. And once
we sat down at the table, she became the really, sweet,
friendly woman he thinks she is.
Fast forward and now they are getting married. Of
course, he wants me to be in the wedding. He asked
me to be his best woman and he also wants me to
do things with her while they make all the wedding
plans.
Things did not get better with us over time, and I
still don’t like her at all. I was just going along with
it because I love him and I tried to suck it up for the
past year. But now that they are getting married, I just
can’t do it.
I cannot participate in this. My mother says I have
to be there for him and not make it about me. Help
Alma! I just can’t. How do I break it to him without
losing my friend?
FriendTillTheEnd
Dear Good Friend,
Ain’t nothing like ordering a Famous Dave’s pra-

line sauced bread pudding, a la mode and a diet soda.
Two selections that have absolutely nothing to do
with each other, but they sure do taste good together.
Ummhmm, that just made me hungry.
You don’t mind if I eat while we’re talking, do
you? Sometimes I eat when I’m sad, and your question sure did make me blue. I couldn’t help but think
about the friendship that you and he shared, how
special it is and how it’s about to end.
I’m a firm believer that a man and a woman can
be just friends, but not everyone will agree. Ask my
friend, Richard. I love him and he means the world
to me, but he’s not my husband, he’s my dear, dear
friend. We don’t hide or sneak around to see each
other when meeting for a meal.
We knew each other before I married, and we were
able and approved to continue our individual relationship, because my husband trusted what we shared.
Part-ways, I’m sure is because my husband has Gail,
one of his best and dear, dear friends.
When I met Gail, early on in our relationship, I
thought she was awesome, too. What I also thought
was, if they haven’t hooked up and made it work by
now, it ain’t ever gonna happen. So I made my peace.
Men and women are smart enough to know when
friendships are ready or capable to moving to the next
level. That’s not the case for the two of you and it’s
sad his new wife can’t or is choosing not to understand it.
I gotta say though, I agree with your mom. You
should suck it up and stand by your best friend. You
don’t have to accompany Glozilla on her whirlwind
of wedding trudges, but you do have to show up and
take your rightful place at the wedding.
Once they’ve married, she may no longer see you
as a threat and that should change things for the better.
TBT, it’s time for you to prepare yourself to move
over. You need to make room for her in his full life.
Things don’t have to change but they should become
different.
Our friends Richard and Gail are very supportive
of our marriage and both are always equally inclusive
with everything they plan, say or do. You have to
adjust to the new rules of friendship, engagement and
marriage. He is now becoming one of your dearest
friends, but no longer your only best friend, because
he has a new BFF in the soulmate that he’s marrying.
Alma
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Not forgotten: rescued Chibok Farrakhan stresses
importance of Black Press for
girls use GoFundMe.com
Million Man March anniversary
By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Senior Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON (NNPA) This month of August, teenagers across the nation prepare to
make the transition from high
school to college. And at least
two of the survivors of the
Boko Haram mass kidnapping
in Chibok, Nigeria last year
could be joining them - if they
can raise the money.
Emmanuel Ogebe, a lawyer and human rights activist who worked to bring 10 of
the Chibok girls to the United
States following their harrowing escape from the terror
group known as Boko Haram,
said that he was excited when
he learned that girls were accepted to college. But at this
time, the group that is sponsoring the girls in the U.S. doesn’t
have the resources to send
them.
A few weeks earlier, Ogebe
launched a GoFundMe.com
campaign, titled “Bring Our
Girls Back-to-School” to raise
$75,000 for tuition, fees and
living expenses for the girls.
Some of the funds will also be
used to help the girls who don’t
attend a four-year college go
to vocational school and learn
life and social skills that will
enable them to live in the U.S.
independently.
“For the moment, the girls
have a very sheltered experience that is not fully American,” said Ogebe. “At some
point, they have to encounter the ‘real’ America. Very
frankly they need coping skills.
They need survival skills.”
It’s one thing to go from rural
America to Washington, D.C.,
Ogebe explained, “But the
transition from rural northern
Nigeria to the capital city of
the United States of America is
a much tougher road to travel.”
The lawyer and activist said
that the challenges to the girls
living on their own are both
emotional and financial.
On April 14, the same day
that an explosion destroyed a
bus depot on the outskirts of
Abuja, killing at least seven
and injuring more than 100,
Boko Haram abducted nearly
300 schoolgirls as they studied
for exams that night from the
northeastern town of Chibok in
Borno state.
The
mass
kidnapping
sparked an international social media campaign under the
#BringBackOurGirls hashtag.
Little information about the
girls’ whereabouts has come
out of the region since they disappeared with their captors into
the bush more than a year ago.
Ogebe attended a meeting
between some of the Chibok
schoolgirls who escaped and a
small contingent of lawmakers
that included Representatives
Frederica Wilson (D-Fla.) and
Lois Frankel (D-Fla.).
He said that his heart began
to break as he imagined the
girls returning to their town
after the meeting, still living
under the threat and violence
of Boko Haram. “I couldn’t
live with that,” said Ogebe. “I
said, ‘If anything happens to
these kids, it would be on my
conscious forever.’”
During a press conference
about the missing schoolgirls
in July, Rep. Wilson said that,
according to her sources, the

By D. Kevin McNeir
Special to the NNPA from
The Washington Informer

Three of the girls who escaped from the Boko Haram militants during the
mass kidnapping in Chibok last April bow their heads in prayer before the
#BringBackOurGirls press conference at the U.S. Capitol in Washington,
D.C. Emmanuel Ogebe (2nd from right) joins them. PHOTOS BY FREDDIE ALLEN/

NNPA News Wire

Lili, one of the Chibok schoolgirls that escaped Boko Haram militants last
April, speaks during the #BringBackOurGirls press conference hosted by
Rep. Frederica Wilson (D-Fla.) (left) at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.
girls are being guarded closely
by Boko Haram militants, because the terror group hopes to
use them as a bargaining chip.
“And until someone can
show me a mass grave, where
are all of these girls? … Or
show me one of the girls has
been married off or been killed,
… I will continue to believe
that they are still alive,” said
Wilson.
Wilson, a former public
school principal, visited the
region a year ago with a small
contingent of lawmakers from
the United States and met with
some of the girls who had managed to escape.
She said that they were disappointed by the lack of progress in finding the girls and the
absence of any real support for
the families of the abducted
students. “Here these young
girls are in school trying to
get an education and they’re
kidnapped by a terrorist group
called Boko Haram. How offensive is that?” said Wilson.
With the recent election of
President Muhammadu Buhari,
U.S. lawmakers hope that he
shows more determination in
finding the girls and to ending
violent extremism in the western African nation.
“Nigeria now has the opportunity, under the new leadership of their new president, for
renewed efforts to bring our
girls home and to end Boko
Haram’s brutal campaign of
terror,” said Rep. Frankel.
This past July, White House
officials announced plans to
work with Congress to provide
$465 million in aid for training,
equipment and capacity building to African nations to assist
them in their counterterrorism
efforts during the 2015-2016
fiscal year.
The U.S. government also
planned to increase support
to Nigeria, Niger and Chad
through youth and sports programs to boost social and civic

engagement in areas besieged
by Boko Haram.
Ogebe said that the geography and tactics of the terror
group pose incredible challenges to what the Nigerian military
can do on its own. “The territory is a tough one. Boko Haram
is using land mines in Sambisa
Forest against the military,”
said Ogebe.
Because the Sambisa Forest shares borders with several
neighboring countries, Boko
Haram is able to trek back and
forth across international borders illegally, a travel pass not
afforded to the Nigerian military.
Going by her first name to
protect family and friends still
living in northeastern Nigeria,
Lili, one of the rescued girls
who is still in high school,
said that going to school in the
U.S. is safer, because no one is
threatening you.
“Going to school here is better than Nigeria, because here
there is peace,” said Lili, adding that she doesn’t know when
she’ll return to Chibok. “When
it is safer, maybe,” said Lili.
“When Boko Haram is gone.”
On August 12, the Reuters
news agency reported that
Boko Haram militants launched
an attacked just outside of
Maidguri in Borno state, north
of Chibok. Six people were
killed in the raid and Ogebe
said that he’s waiting to hear if
any friends or family members
of the Chibok girls were among
the dead.
Now that Boko Haram has
pledged allegiance to the socalled Islamic State in Syria
(ISIS), human rights advocates
hope that stamping out the terror group that continues to ravage western Africa becomes an
international priority.
To learn more about the
“Bring Our Girls Back-ToSchool” fundraising campaign,
visit
http://www.gofundme.
com/rux936pg.

As the 20th anniversary of the
Million Man March approaches
this fall, strategies continue to be
formulated and plans solidified
by District officials, leaders from
the Nation of Islam, prominent
black leaders and, now, the publishers of the black press.
On Friday, August 21, the men
and women who own and operate over 100 black publications
nationwide participated in an exclusive and historic conversation
with the Hon. Min. Louis Farrakhan, who heads the Nation of Islam and also serves as the national
convener of the upcoming march,
“Justice or Else 10-10-15.”
Over 60 publishers and editors joined Farrakhan, National
Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) President and CEO
Dr. Benjamin Chavis, NNPA
chairperson and Washington Informer publisher Denise Rolark
Barnes and Richard Muhammad,
NNPA Region 3 president and
editor of the Final Call.
When the first march occurred
20 years ago, the black press was
instrumental in its success, getting out the word to blacks across
the U.S. as October 1995 drew
near.
Barnes said they will play a
similar role again. “We have our
marching orders to tell the stories
up to the date of the march and
after,” said Barnes following the

I

n

conclusion of the conference
call.
“It’s up to us to keep our
communities informed and to
empower them to carry on the
vision that Min. Farrakhan has
laid out.”
The black press, including
The Washington Informer, will
be reporting on the march as
plans continue to unfold with
ongoing dialogue from Farrakhan, who said the march must
take place because of the precarious situation in which blacks
now find themselves.
Farrakhan
“The black race is not as
strong as we could be or should
NNPA, emphasizing the need for
be,” he said. “So the struggle is on black America to take control of
two fronts. We cannot go to Wash- its own destiny through shared
ington and appeal to the govern- economic strategies and greater
ment to intercede so that black support of black businesses, famimen and women receive justice in lies, civil rights organizations and
our courts, but then leave our own religious institutions.
communities in shambles with us
But he also criticized the polikilling one another.
cies of America that have led to
“We have to take responsibil- the mass incarceration of black
ity for our own communities and youth, failed public schools and
work together to rid the fratri- colleges and generations of black
cidal conflict that we see all over families wallowing in poverty.
America.”
“The struggle cannot end on
Farrakhan served as the spark October 10, 2015,” Farrakhan
for the first Million Man March said. “It will take on a new dithat brought hundreds of thou- mension of strength after the
sands of black men of all ages, 10th. We should have a legislative
economic backgrounds, religious agenda. We’re not asking - we’re
affiliations and levels of educa- demanding what’s rightfully ours.
tion together on the National We built this country. The world
Mall.
is before us if we take our own
During Friday’s conference foot out of the way.”
call, the minister answered quesFor more information on the
tions posed by members of the march, visit justiceorelse.com.
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Louis Stokes, Ohio’s
1st black congressman
remembered as pioneer
Special to the NNPA from
The Washington Informer
Louis Stokes, Ohio’s first
elected black congressman and
a founding member of the Congressional Black Caucus, died
late Tuesday, August 18, 2015.
He was 90.
The former U.S. representative, who served 15 terms after
being elected to the house in
1968, died at his Cleveland home
just a month after announcing he
had brain and lung cancer.
His election to the House came
a year after his brother, Carl, was
elected mayor of Cleveland, the
first African-American mayor of
a major U.S. city.
In the 1970s, Stokes served as
chairman of the House’s Select
Committee on Assassinations,
which investigated the deaths of
President John F. Kennedy and
Martin Luther King Jr. He was
also a part of the congressional
probes of Iran-Contra and ABSCAM, the latter investigation
which he headed.
News of his death reverberated
through Washington, as friends
and colleagues remembered the
influential and revered former
congressman.
President Obama said Stokes
“believed deeply in fairness and

the idea that every American
should have the same opportunity to succeed.”
“Growing up in Depressionera Cleveland with his mother
and brother Carl, Lou triumphed
over hardship to become a passionate voice for those less fortunate,” Obama said in a statement.
“He fought to expand access
to quality healthcare in struggling communities and worked
tirelessly on behalf of hard- Stokes
working Ohioans. Lou leaves
legacy of service and commitbehind an indelible legacy in the
countless generations of young ment to his constituents and the
leaders that he inspired, and he African-American community
will be remembered for generawill be sorely missed.”
Congressional Black Cau- tions to come.”
Because of his fight to elimicus Chairman G. K. Butterfield
called Stokes “the embodiment nate health disparities, the Congressional Black Caucus Founof a public servant.”
“As the first African-American dation named a program in his
to represent Ohio, Mr. Stokes honor called the Louis Stokes
was a pioneer in public service, Urban Health Policy Fellowship.
“Our hearts are heavy today
breaking numerous barriers for
African-Americans and for all over the passing of Rep. Louis
people of color during his ex- Stokes. We are praying for his
traordinary career as an elected family, and the CBCF’s thoughts
official on the local, state and are with every person touched by
his great legacy of leadership,”
federal levels,” Butterfield said.
“He selflessly used his elected A. Shaunise Washington, presipositions to increase opportu- dent and chief executive officer
nities for millions of African- for the CBC, said in the stateAmericans. … The impact of his ment.
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Fant receives National
Scholarship for Blind Students
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The National Federation of
the Blind of Mississippi congratulated Lashawna Fant of
Jackson, who received the E.U.
and Gene Parker Scholarship in
the amount of $3,000 from the
National Federation of the Blind
at its annual convention in Orlando in July.
Fant, who currently teaches

middle school social studies at
the Mississippi School for the
Blind, will be pursuing her doctorate in professional counseling
beginning this fall.
She mentors her students and
teaches them by providing counseling, showing them how to use
technology, and arranging for
them to participate in various
community activities through-

out Jackson.
Sam Gleese, president of the
National Federation of the Blind
of Mississippi and member of
the National Federation of the
Blind Board of Directors, said,
“Lashawna is an inspirational
lady who has overcome much
adversity unrelated to her blindness, who is living the life she
wants, and who demonstrates

care and compassion for others
in everything she does.
“The fact that she won the
national scholarship named for
two outstanding members of
the National Federation of the
Blind of Mississippi, E.U. and
Gene Parker, is more than appropriate, since she is carrying
on their outstanding legacy. We
wholeheartedly
congratulate

Lashawna and look
forward to supporting
her in this next chapter
in her educational and
professional life.”
The National Federa- Fant
tion of the Blind knows
that blindness is not the
characteristic that defines one’s
future. Low expectations create
obstacles between blind people

and their dreams, when everyone can live the life they want,
and blindness is not what holds
one back.

Education reforms need nurturing in
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina

By Kevin Chavous
The Urban News Service
The American Federation of Children

President
Obama and
Education
Secretary
Arne Duncan
said that Hurricane Katrina
was the best
thing to happen to schoolchildren in New Orleans because
prior to the storm, the city had
one of the worst performing
school districts in America.
The graft, greed and corruption which existed on the New
Orleans school board prior to
Katrina led to several board
members going to jail. At the
same time, the outputs for students were horrific. Before Katrina, only 35 percent of students
scored at grade level on standardized tests
The aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina led to a complete re-

building and restructuring of
New Orleans’ schools. Gov.
Kathleen Blanco recommended
the Louisiana State Legislature
create the New Orleans Recovery School District (RSD),
which took over control of the
schools, wrestling it away from
the corrupt school board.
The RSD began working with
charter school operators from
around the country to launch a
host of charter schools throughout the district. Many of the top
education reform funders also
pitched in and they say that the
students are better off as a result.
New Orleans is now the most
charter-friendly jurisdiction in
the nation, with nearly all of its
public school children now enrolled in charter schools.
As charter schools were taking hold in New Orleans, waiting lists continued to grow. In
2008, the Louisiana legislature
passed a scholarship bill to allow low-income students to at-

tend private school on public Schools Superintendent Howard
Fuller interviewed several Affunds.
That program worked so well rican-American New Orleans’
that in 2012, the legislature ex- residents to get their views about
panded it statewide. As a result, the school reforms in their city.
He said progress has been
Louisiana’s low-income residents have far more high-quality made, but a tremendous amount
educational choices for their stu- of animosity remains in which
dents than most other places in many feel that “reform was done
to them and not with them.”
the country.
Many complained about feelThe poster child for education
reform may well be the state of ing put upon, invaded and disLouisiana, most notably New respected, he said. In fact, a
surprisingly
high
Orleans. A large
majority of those
COMMENTARY number of New Orleans residents supin the education report going back to
form arena believe
that the next big challenge is to the old school board in power
make sure that these programs system.
In the one American city
continue to grow and thrive.
But another challenge looms where reform flourishes, too
large for the education reform many low-income and workmovement in New Orleans. ing class families feel as though
With all the academic success in they are not a part of the change,
New Orleans, far too many resi- Fuller said.
dents believe they are not a part
Similar feelings exist in nearof the reforms.
ly every city where aggressive
In 2014, former Milwaukee education reform has been initi-

ated.
Almost like the bureaucratic
system it is trying to change,
parents said the education reform movement has fallen prey
to the same top down approaches that, frankly, rubs people the
wrong way.
Far too frequently, education
reformers are winning legislative battles for change, but
losing the war over hearts and
minds. All of this begs the question: How do we make change
in education work for students
in a way that people can accept?
How do we win the hearts and
minds of the people we seek to
serve?
Some school officials say the
answer lies in our learning from
the New Orleans experience. In
the zeal to get the best school
operators to start schools, reformers and city leaders did
not take the time to nurture relationships with existing residents, who understandably had

been traumatized by Hurricane
Katrina. Nor did they pepper the boards of these charter
schools with citizens from the
community.
Moreover, many AfricanAmerican educators were fired
and young white teachers overwhelmingly ran new schools. In
hindsight, greater care should
have been given by the reformers to be more respectful and
inclusive in its dealings with
the indigenous New Orleans
population.
In New Orleans, some say the
biggest mistake was in believing that changing a school system alone, would create a sustainable learning environment.
Others disagree, because they
believe the only way to build
a community of learners is to
inspire people to want to learn;
by tapping into that inherent
will to be better and do better.
That they say, only happens by
engaging people.

MAAE honors Power APAC
arts educators for excellence
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Power APAC Visual Arts
Chair Martha Hamburg and
Dance instructor Lisa Brown
were recently honored by the
Mississippi Alliance for Arts
Education (MAAE). Both
instructors received Thad
Cochran Distinguished Arts
Educator Awards.
They were recognized,

along with Power APAC
Principal Dr. Marlynn Martin, by Superintendent Dr.
Cedrick Gray during the August 18, 2015, School Board
meeting.
To illuminate the prestige
of the award, MAAE bestows
the Thad Cochran Award to
only one teacher in each art
discipline statewide per year.

The 2015 Arts in Education Awards were presented
at a special awards luncheon
held as part of the Mississippi Arts Commission Whole
Schools Institute.
The event took place in
July at the MSU Riley Center
for Education and Performing Arts in Meridian, Mississippi.

Power APAC educators Martha Hamburg (left) and Lisa Brown (center) are recipients of MAAE Thad Cochran Awards for
excellence in arts instruction. Principal Dr. Marlynn Martin and JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray stand with them at the August
18 Board meeting.

Power APAC educators honored
with prestigious Yale Arts Awards
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson Public School District is proud to announce that
Dr. Marlynn Martin, Power
APAC principal and arts director
and Carla Briggs, Power APAC
strings instructor and the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra
(MSO) member, are both recent
recipients of the prestigious 2015
Yale Distinguished Music Educator Award.
The treasured collaboration

between Jackson Public Schools
and the MSO is in its 50th year
of providing elementary string
classes for students who wish to
participate, while also following
the feeder patterns to middle and
high school.
The High School Strings program for Jackson Public Schools,
under the instruction and direction of Briggs is located solely at
Power APAC. The MSO provides
instruction to area schools and has

built a successful program that
complements string instruction
throughout the Jackson Public
School District.
Dr. Marlynn Martin and Carla
Briggs are well-deserving recipients of the Yale Distinguished Arts
Educator Award. They continually
advocate for excellence in arts
education of the Jackson Public
School District and provide significant support to the District’s valuable collaboration with the MSO.

Yale Distinguished Educators Marlynn Martin and Carla Briggs of Power APAC with JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray

JPS athletics offering year and season passes to JPS games
The Mississippi Link Newswire
JPS athletic passes for the
2015-2016 school year are
available for purchase at the
Athletics office. Each pass
covers individual admission

to JPS home games as indicated below.
JPS employees: $30 for all
games (playoff games not included)
JPS retirees: $20 for all

games (playoff games not included)
Non-employees: $30 for
middle school football games
only, and $45 for high school
football games only (playoff

games not included)
Passes may be purchased
at the JPS Athletics Office,
located in the Enochs building at 101 Near Street. Hours
are from 8:30-11:30 a.m.

and 12:45-4 p.m. Monday
through Thursday. The office is closed for lunch from
11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Passes will not be available on
Fridays.

For schedules and more information, visit JPS Athletics
or call (601) 960-8825. The
Athletics office is located in
the Enochs complex at 101
Near Street.
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Alcorn State University welcomes freshmen
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Edwards, Mississippi native
Jasmine Barnes’ chose Alcorn
State University because she
wanted to experience life at a
historical black institution.
“I really wanted to attend one
of the historically black colleges
and universities because they
teach you about your culture,”
said Jasmine, who plans to major in applied sciences.
Her father, Willie Barnes,
watched his daughter begin her
new journey with pride.
“This is a proud moment because every father wants to see
their children progress in life,”
said Barnes.
Hundreds of new students
from across the state and nation
completed their first step as col-

lege students when they moved
onto campus Friday, August 21.
Michael Williams, a St. Joseph,
Louisiana native and first generation college attendee in his
family, appreciates the chance
to earn a college degree.
“It feels good to start college
and venture out on my own,”
said Michael. “Some people
don’t get the opportunity to attend college so I’m grateful to
have this opportunity.
His parents, Thomas and
Emma Jean Williams, expressed
how happy they were of their
son’s decision to pursue his college dreams.
“I’m so excited for Michael,”
said his mother. “I just want him
to do his best and strive for excellence. I want him to go as far

in his education as he can possibly go.”
“He’s the first in our family to
go to college so I am glad that
he’s getting the opportunity that
I didn’t get,” said his father.
Devon Key, a Florida native
who plans to major in biology
with an emphasis in pre-physical therapy, is looking forward
to new beginnings at Alcorn.
“I’m excited. I’ve come a
long way from my home to attend college, so I can’t wait to
start something new and experience life at an HBCU,” said
Devon, who will be a member
of Alcorn’s baseball team. “I
think being a part of the HBCU
culture will be fun.”
Woodville, Mississippi native
Jenedria Price showed many

Shaw didn’t hesitate to
credit her alma mater and
loved ones for shaping her
into the professional she is
today.
“My professors at Alcorn
motivated me to function at
my highest potential because
failure is not an option,” said
Shaw. “I credit these accomplishments to my faith, the
support of my family and
friends, and the training I received at Alcorn’s School of
Nursing.”
Shaw plans to continue
being an active component
within the nursing workforce
in Mississippi by serving her

Smith-Shaw
community.
She also hopes to transition
into a faculty position within
a school of nursing so that she
can “inspire young nurses to
achieve their maximum potential.”

National group recognizes JSU
accounting professor Pridgen
for being current ‘asset’
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Association of Government Accountants has selected
Jackson State University’s assistant accounting professor
Dr. Annette K. Pridgen as a
recipient of its national 2015
Cornelius E. Tierney/Ernst &
Young Research Award for
outstanding leadership, accomplishments and service to the
profession and communities.
Pridgen, a member of the accounting organization for nearly 30 years, expressed gratitude
for the recognition.
“As a longtime member of
AGA, I recognize the importance of our mission of advancing government accountability.
While the Office of the State
Auditor of Mississippi provided me with the opportunity
to promote public accountability at the statewide level, the
University of Mississippi and

in the work, you can be successful here at Alcorn.”
Rankins spoke to the students
about staying true to themselves
and avoiding trouble.
“Always remember who you
are and your principles. Don’t
let people influence your decisions. Remember the values that
your parents taught you so that
you can make good choices.”

The inaugural class of JSU’s Institute of Government’s Public Management and Leadership Certificate Program
assembles with community leaders who will serve as faculty instructors for the 16-week leadership program.

Moore

Alcorn alumna Smith-Shaw
earns doctorate degree
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University
continues to produce outstanding alumni.
Vicksburg,
Mississippi
native Tonya Smith-Shaw
earned her doctorate degree in
nursing education and administration from William Carey
University Friday, August 7.
Shaw’s educational journey
started at Alcorn, where she
earned a bachelor’s degree
in nursing. She furthered her
studies at the University of
Mississippi School of Nursing where she earned a master’s degree in nursing with an
emphasis in nurse education.

versity,”
said
Rankins. “We’re
going to take care
of them here and
prepare them for
the next phase of
their lives.”
Rankins encouraged them
to be responsible Dr. Rankins Jr.
and hard working.
“We expect you to be adults.
You’re not children anymore,
so it is incumbent on you to be
responsible. Your parents won’t
be here to make sure you handle your responsibilities. You’ll
have to do that on your own. If
you want to be successful, you
must work hard and be disciplined. If you’re willing to put

JSU’s Institute of Government
introduces inaugural class for
leadership certificate program

INSIGHT magazine
recognizes Moore
as ‘Inspiring
Woman’ in STEM
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Dr. Loretta A. Moore, vice president of Research
and Federal Relations at Jackson State University,
is among 100 women who have been selected as a
2015 “Inspiring Women in STEM Award” by INSIGHT into Diversity magazine.
The honor is being presented as a tribute for the
inspiring work of women in the field of STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics).
Moore was nominated by JSU President Carolyn
W. Meyers. As a recipient, Moore will be featured
in the upcoming September STEM edition of INSIGHT Into Diversity magazine.

emotions about starting college and being away from her
mother.
“I’m excited and scared because I don’t want to be away
from my mom, but I know that
being a part of the Brave nation
will be a fun experience,” said
Jenedria.
After a long day of registration and moving, the students
attended the Fall 2015 New Student Orientation in the James
L. Bolden Campus Union ballroom. Alcorn President Dr. Alfred Rankins Jr. thanked the
parents of the students for encouraging them to attend Alcorn.
“I want to thank all of the parents for entrusting your young
adults with Alcorn State Uni-

Jackson State University provided me with opportunities
to advance in governmental
financial management through
research and teaching activities.”
JSU accounting chair Dr.
Quinton Booker said, “We’re
very proud to have Dr. Pridgen.
She clearly is an expert in governmental and non-profit accounting. She does an amazing
job of teaching our undergraduates and graduates. Indeed,
she is an unbelievable asset
to our department, and we’re
very glad to have her.” What’s
more, said Booker, is that she
is a product of JSU, where she
received her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees.
Also, for supporting her
academic agenda, Pridgen
acknowledged Dr. Ramin C.
Maysami, dean of the JSU College of Business in the Liberal

Pridgen
Arts Department.
The AGA said the special
honor is a formal recognition
for individuals who throughout their careers have made
“continuous contributions to
governmental financial management by their direct partici-

Photo by Deontae Williams/JSU

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Institute of Government
welcomed 14 inaugural students
into its Public Management and
Leadership Certificate Program
during an orientation meeting
Thursday, Aug. 20, at the Jackson State University Downtown
Campus, 101 Capital St.
The three-month intensive
program aims to equip professionals through development
training in core subjects such
as state and local government
finance and budgeting; human
resource management; and policy development, accountability
and evaluation.
Dr. Otha Burton, a JSU associate professor and executive director of IOG, said the program
is designed for those in middle
management, lower-level administrative positions or individuals who aspire to move into
leadership positions.
“It’s important to get those in
the middle of organizations to
be in sync with what the leadership is trying to do. If the middle
doesn’t have an understanding,
you lose effectiveness.”
‘They do a lot of the work’
Of those who work in the
middle, Burton said, “They do a
lot of the work, and they’re the
ones who have the greatest influence on those who come into
the organization.” Burton compared their influence to that of a
sergeant or officers in the military who, he said, have a major
impact on corporals.
“If that middle manager is
lackadaisical or bad-mouthing
the organization, then guess
what that new employee is going to be? You’re creating an attitude and a behavior.”
In addition, said Burton, “We

pation in research activities.”
As well, it said recipients
make an extraordinary impact by
encouraging and supporting others in government financial management research.
Each of the national winners
was recognized recently at the
64th Annual Professional Development Training in Nashville.

want to provide resources to
those in the public sector and in
middle management. Those who
complete this by getting the 45
contact hours of development
will be better in the jobs they’re
doing.”
Public officials make up faculty
IOG has recruited notable
individuals as faculty members
for the public management and
leadership certificate program.
Dr. William “Marty” Wiseman,
retired director of the Stennis
Institute, will serve as IOG’s
PML director.
Faculty members are Eddie
Jean Carr, chancery clerk for
Hinds County; former Jackson
Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr.; Marilyn Hetrick, a human resource
consultant; Sharolyn Miller,
chief financial officer for Jackson Public Schools; Dr. Gwendolyn Spencer Prater; dean
emeritus of JSU’s College of
Public Service; Will Simpson,
policy adviser and counsel for
the Office of the Governor; and
Terry Wallace, assistant district
attorney for the 22nd Circuit
Court District.
Moreover, other areas of study
will include government structure, function and operation;
ethics and legal frameworks of
public service organizations;
conflict resolution; effective
supervision and leadership and

general public management issues.
Andrea Jones Davis, executive director of JSUOnline is
among the enrollees. She said,
“This program is very important
to me because it builds on the
content knowledge of leadership, management and connects
me with people who have been
where I’m trying to go. I will be
able to learn from public officials and how I can better assist
them in my current position.”
Slate of inaugural students
Among cohorts are Roderick
O. Bailey (Mississippi Department of Transportation); Tangela Beddingfield (Mississippi
Department of Transportation);
Lure Berry (Hinds County);
Lavonne
Berryhill
(Hinds
County Emergency Management); Jason H. Brookins (JSU
Center for University-Based
Development); Andrea Jones
Davis (JSUOnline); Sherree T.
Hooker (JSU) and Lemia Jenkins (JSU).
Rounding out the list are Adison T. Jones (City of Brandon);
Brandy W. Martin (Hinds County Emergency Management);
Joseph L. Perkins Jr. (Hinds
County Emergency Management); Susan K. Perkins (Mississippi Emergency Management Agency); Ayanna O. Smith
(JSU); and Farae L. Wolfe (City
of Cleveland).
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Alcorn – where it matters

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

Ken Gordon, a
master photographer and graduate
of Alcorn State
University (ASU),
posted to his
Facebook page a
breathtaking video about his alma
mater. The short film is an aerial
survey of what Alcornites affectionately call “the Reservation.”
There we see stately buildings with
classic walls daring to stand on lush
emerald hills and between peaceful valleys. The campus’ nearly
1,700 acres are shown, illustrating
that Alcorn has the most naturally
beautiful campus in the state. There
is something indeed majestic and
mystical about Lorman’s little slice
of paradise.
I often hear from alumni and
current scholars that there the air
is a little cleaner, the water a little
sweeter, and milk and honey flow
freely beneath the shade of giant
trees. I’m not sure about how the
air and water quality compares to
other places in the Magnolia State
or the world, but there is something
undeniably moving about this institutional gem situated in Southwest Mississippi.
Underneath its beauty is also resilience. Alcorn has been through
much since 1871 but, as ASU History Research Associate Dr. Josephine M. Posey in her authoritative
history noted, Alcorn has come
against great odds and persevered.
This is because her people are noble and of great faith in what’s pos-

sible. I soon discovered this when I
arrived there in 2013. The bravery
and fortitude of the students, faculty, staff, and alumni make this
HBCU a standout in the SWAC
and across the nation.
It is also unique in another, deeper way. Though modern in many
aspects, Alcorn still has the mystique of black universities of yesteryear when the agenda was both
education and moral formation. In
other words, at Alcorn, we address
head and heart because knowledge and character matter. Good
manners, social etiquette, and a
global perspective are mixed into
the strong tradition of academics,
agriculture, and athletics. Serving
at Alcorn has been like stepping
into a parallel universe of mores
and folkways long forgotten or dismissed by those now too “evolved”
to be old school. But it’s the dual
purpose that makes us special.
This has been especially true
regarding the respect for religion
and religious leadership. By this, I
don’t mean that everyone at Alcorn
is religious, or that every religious
person walks the same spiritual
path.
We certainly have persons of
different faiths and some who are
skeptical of God-talk. But my time
on the Reservation has been one
marked by religious hospitality. I
serve as director of Student Religious Life, which means I coordinate the religious dimension of the
student experience.
Nonetheless, students aren’t the
only ones who value the presence
of spiritual leadership. Staff, cam-

pus police, and faculty often call
on me for guidance. And there are
ways in which the religious vision
of many Alcornites is old time: it’s
big mama’s religion for the 21st
century. Admittedly, I enjoy being
in a place that still holds mutual respect for clergy. I don’t feel like a
figure head or a nod to a religious
constituency. Many at ASU see religion, at its best, as valuable to the
human experience, especially to
the education and development of
young (and not so young) men and
women who need a moral compass
as they navigate life and work.
I thus cherish being part of Alcorn’s fabric by cultivating the
ethical and spiritual dimensions of
students. This is not done forcefully, but rather in invitational ways.
In other words, we are not forcing
people to be religious but inviting
students and others to experience
what good religion offers to body,
soul, and mind in the context of
higher learning.
There are already students of
deep faith or students seeking deep
faith who are interested in what we
offer across the spectrum. Helping
them find purpose and direction at
one of the most pivotal junctures
in their lives is fulfilling. And I’m
privileged to offer that in a culture
where I’m not a stranger because
of my faith. I am mentor, coach,
pastor-figure, and a safe and listening ear when needed.
For so many, Alcornites’ faith
has meant fortitude. Mrs. Myrlie
Evers-Williams once told me that
when she was a student at Alcorn,
chapel service was required. Stu-

dents would be dragged out of their
dorms and escorted to Oakland
Memorial Chapel for worship and
character formation. With all she
has been through, she testified, it
was her abiding faith in God that
saw her through. Mother Myrlie knows that. I’m sure she and
countless others knew that when
they arrived on the campus. There
are others, however, who in varied
ways get that while there.
One of the blessings I receive
each spring near the end of the
ethics course I teach is hearing
students say that I taught them
how to be better people. Without
preaching to them (I think) I simply remind them that they are Alcorn Braves called to higher ethical
excellence. Whether in the chapel
or in the classroom, they are learning that knowledge and character
matter.
I am blessed to serve students
(and others) of diverse faiths and
to do so on a campus where faith,
character, and spiritual life are explored and seen as important dimensions to educational vocation.
In a speedily secularizing nation, I hope Alcorn will continue
to demonstrate that a quality education must address the whole person. I believe we will. And that is
why Alcorn State University will
remain a giant in learning’s band.
Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate of
the University of MS and Duke
University, serves as the director
of Student Religious Life at Alcorn
State University and is the pastor of Mt. Helm Baptist Church in
Jackson.

Katrina: memories and moments

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
During this tenth anniversary of
Hurricane Katrina, many are reflecting on the horrendous storm
of 2005, not only recalling its past
but living its present and considering its future effects. Religious
organizations, churches, members and organizations played
a major role in the transformation of lives that was initiated by
Hurricane Katrina. Some have
agreed to share their thoughts and
memories with the readers of The
Mississippi Link newspaper.
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Linda Bennett, member: I
worked as a volunteer, helping
prepare food for those Hurricane
evacuees who were assigned to
stay at College Hill. Serving as
a volunteer felt good because I
know that we helped a lot people
secure everyday things, such as
bathing, food and other necessities. God turned a tragedy into
family.
Robert Green, current chair of
the Deacon Shepherding Ministry: “Our main purpose was to
be there to assist the needy at all
times and the College Hill family
did just that. We kept our doors
open to service as many as we
possible could and continue to
reach out to those who need our
help.”
Jacob McEwen, immediate past
chair of the Deacon Shepherding
Ministry: “Two of our deacons,
Louis Wright and Vernon Jasper,
were instrumental in making sure
that we were providing the best
service we could to our brothers
and sisters who needed our help
during Katrina. Deacon Jasper received the proper Red Cross training and very helpful in making
sure that all of the correct procedures were followed. We housed,
fed, clothed a large number of
people and worked continuously
with the Red Cross to make sure
that they provided the needs of
those who were affected.We were

even able to help provide medical
assistance, survival kits, etc. and
so many other items to help make
their temporary home a pleasurable one.”
Tim Rush, member: “I know
that Jackson State University
made provisions for the students
on campus to come to College
Hill to take showers during the
Katrina crisis. Curtis Johnson,
the former director of Emergency
Management for JSU, was instrumental in working with our
church because the campus could
not produce enough water. That
was a very interesting experience
for everyone on campus; especially the freshmen. I can also
recall that my family was actually in Detroit during the storm.
Across the city, fundraisers and
other events were being held to
help the Katrina victims. When
we returned to Jackson, my entire
family volunteered at the Mississippi Coliseum to assist the
people there. It was a humbling
experience. This really affected
our country.
Audrey Wiley, College Hill
trustee: “Our members embraced
being an evacuation center for
Katrina victims. We provided
shelter, food and practically anything else that was needed. I even
had the personal pleasure of assisting many of the families with
finding homes if they chose to
stay in this area. It is wonderful to
know that you are surrounded by
people who will do whatever is
asked of them and expect nothing
in return and that is exactly what
the College Hill family did.”
General Missionary Baptist
State Convention of MS, Inc.
Dr. Isiac Jackson, president of
The GMBSC of MS, was blessed
to assist in the recovery efforts of
Hurricane Katrina. Our convention provided salary assistance for
several months to all of our member pastors who were affected by
the storm. Our laymen’s ministry
also assisted with gutting homes,
debris removal and reconstruc-

tion of homes. We just saw our
role as doing what God called us
to do...to serve those in need.”
New Beginnings Christian
Fellowship
Bishop James Griffin, pastor:
“As I thought about the 10th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina,
I began to ponder on life after
Katrina. When it happened, it
affected people greatly (in the
church) because although many
people did speak of it, it did affect
the revenue of churches. Many
people were torn with the church
offerings versus giving directly to
the cause. Some gave in special
offerings set up by churches while
others opted to give directly to the
cause because there was a belief
that the funds would reach those
affected quicker. I wish I could
answer which was better but I can
say that we were not prepared for
this and some families are still
rebuilding because of Katrina.
The spiritual lesson learned from
Katrina brings to mind Philippians 2:4-5: (4) “Look not every
man on his own things, but every
man also on the things of others.
(5) Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus.” We all
know that it is a normal practice
for people to take their regular
offering and distribute it into special donation, and because of this,
they may not contribute as much
of their regular giving. I can’t say
that I’m pleased that the revenue
of many churches was affected
during this trying time, but I am
happy that people from all walks
of life were showing a degree of
love because they were still looking out for the interest of others.”
Pearl Street A.M.E. Church
Rev. Samuel Boyd Sr., pastor - “My family was affected in
so many ways by Hurricane Katrina but one person who I want
to acknowledge for surviving his
journey is my son, the father, Mr.
Mom. Hurricane Katrina, the loss
of all personal possessions, a divorce all happened in his life in
2005. But, all of these obstacles

turned into lessons that taught
Samuel Boyd Jr. more about both
fatherhood and motherhood than
he ever imagined. He, like others
who experienced so much loss,
lost so much but he (they) never
lost God.”
Dr. Shirley Hopkins Davis, Immediate Past International Missionary president of the A.M.E.
Church (LA/MS) and member
- Pearl Street - “In my past position, my office worked closely
with pastors who were affected by
storm. We assisted with several
funds that were distributed from
the Episcopal office from all over
the world. We were temporarily housed in Pearl Street A.M.E.
Church because of the destruction
during Katrina. Pearl Street also
housed 150 people during this
period. Pearl St. actually helped
to find rent houses for a lot of
those who were affected and for
many who chose to remain in
the Jackson area. Churches were
rebuilt with many of the funds
made available. We were also a
resource for family members to
help them locate their loved ones.
I think God created a denominational bond among all churches to
assist all of His children through
a network of services.”
Tamica Smith Jeuitt, member
- “Both of my sisters lost everything because of Hurricane
Katrina. I felt so much guilt
because I couldn’t help like I
wanted. I had everything - they
had nothing. They did evacuate
just before the storm and were
able to stay with friends, and finally made it to me in Jackson. It
was a very emotional experience
for my family. But God is good.
They were able to maintain their
employment and are continuing
to do wonderful things with their
lives. There are so many who
have not been able to recover in
this same way, but God is still
with them. There are so many
stories that can stay with you
but oh, thank God for those who
came together to help!”
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Here we are ten
years later and for
some, the effects of
Hurricane Katrina
are just as strong
now as they were in
2005. August 2005
changed the lives of so many in so
many different ways.
Just like many of you, our readers,
I had family members and friends to
call seeking shelter from the storm.
Calls have even continued after the
August 29, 2005, raging Hurricane
Katrina crisis which left her indelible impression on not just South
Mississippi and New Orleans, Louisiana; but the entire country.
During 2005, families, churches,
and organizations all worked with
other volunteers across this state
and beyond to assist in feeding
those displaced. I can recall our
first day of service. We left home
for what we thought would be one
hour and eight hours later, we were
leaving our post as humble servants
who become even closer to the God
we serve.
The tragedies of Hurricane Katrina caused families to be separated from the people and things
that they loved for what probably
seemed like a lifetime but through
it all, God was near, guiding all who
called upon His name; be it a family
in distress or a family that was trying to assist.
As in the past, the metropolitan
area of Jackson, as well as other
cities and state in this country, are
commemorating the presence of
Hurricane Katrina’s mighty winds
and waters. What seemed like earthly destruction was definitely a sign
from God on high for all that He
has done and continues to do in our
lives. I truly believe that we should
also thank Him for the storms: Gustav, Lee, Irene and Isaac, and those
that will follow. Yes, they caused
havoc in their respective areas but
as found in Psalm 107:29 - “He maketh a storm calm, so that the waves
thereof are still.” To many, the rain
may be hard, but belief in the Lord
will bring calm to our lives.

This is what we all should want,
regardless of what is happening in
our lives. We never know when we
will find ourselves fleeing from a
storm, but what we should all know
is that there is comfort at the end of
that storm and once we have weathered that storm, we have an eternal
home with the Lord.
Whatever our storm, it holds a
message from God. I know that
what I am about to say next may
sound strange, but we all need to be
affected by a storm in some manner.
“Be strong and courageous. Do not
fear or be in dread of them, for it is
the Lord your God who goes with
you. He will not leave your or forsake you.”
All that I am saying is storms
don’t last forever but the love of
God does and oftentimes it takes
a storm to help so many of us reflect on the everlasting goodness of
Him. The goodness of the Lord is
humbling and this is the news that
should be shared with all.
As the children of God, our Father is always here to keep us safe.
He holds each of us in His loving arms. He is our protector. His
presence changes our lives and we
should never be ashamed to let others know that He is our shelter from
the storm.
If you have not, take time out of
your day to share God. Share His
goodness. Share His words and
share His love.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around the state
of Mississippi, would like to serve
as your personal messenger to share
your good news and the news of
your places of worship.
Remember the verse that I often
share with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV),
which reads: “How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who say to
Zion, Your God reigns!”
Contact Daphne M. Higgins at
religion@mississippilink.com. Fax
601-896-0091 or mail your information to The Mississippi Link,
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.

Reigning
A n n o u n c eme n t s
Farish Street Baptist Church, 619 N. Farish St,
Jackson, is celebrating its annual 31 Days in August celebration. Now, in its final week, thus far,
the monthly activities have included vacation bible
school, featured female ministers for a week during the “Women and the Word” series, held revival,
a jazz brunch, an issues forum, and will end with
August Fest on Saturday, August 29, from noon – 3
p.m. The month of celebrations will end on Sunday,
August 30, following regular Sunday worship service. For more information call 601.355.0636. Dr.
Hickman M. Johnson is the pastor.
College Hill Baptist Church, 1600 Florence Ave.,
Jackson, will hold one worship service on Sunday, August 30, following Sunday School, which
will begin at 8:30 a.m. For more information call
601.355.2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor of College Hill.
Greater Fairview Baptist Church, 2545 Newport
St., Jackson, will host its first 9 a.m. service (sponsored by the History and Archives Ministry) as a part
of its regular morning worship, on Sunday, August
30. A special program, #Team Aiden - Musical, will
begin at 5 p.m. on Sunday also. The musical will
benefit Master Aiden Johnson, a 5 year old cancer
patient. Special guests will include Marva McKinley
and the Expressions of Faith, Ministry Harvey Williams Jr., Jerry Smith and the Children of Israel. For
more information call 601.362.6447.
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Brokenness - Part II

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

Paul writes:
“Now may God
sanctify you entirely, and may
your spirit and
soul and body
be
preserved
complete, without blame
at the coming of our Lord.
(1 Thessalonians 5:25) The
word “sanctify” means to be
“set apart”; to be used exclusively for God’s purposes.
Paul describes it as “the
high calling of God.” (Philippians 3:14) And it happens
from the inside out! Notice,
our fleshly body comes last
in order of transformation for
a very simple reason.
The problem with a thief
isn’t his hands, it’s in his
mind or spirit, which tells
him that stealing, is okay.
His mind tells his hands what
to do. So, if you transform
his spirit, his hands will follow suit. Otherwise, you can
handcuff him and take him
off to jail, but he’s still a thief
inside.
Too many of us want to get
victory over bodily sins with-

out being truly transformed
within. But God starts with
our spirit because that’s the
part of our being that make us
conscious of God; that “connects” with Him. When God
sets us free in our spirit, then
our emotions and our body
begin to fall in line.
If you’re a parent, you
know how differently your
children respond to discipline. One child will collapse
in tears, whereas another will
stand up and defy you.
God will do whatever it
takes, for as long as it takes,
to break us of our self-sufficiency, so that the life of Jesus
can be demonstrated through
us. And we determine how
long the process takes by
our submission or resistance.
Paul prayed, “Lord, what do
you want me to do?” (Acts
9:6) Today, make that your
prayer!
Sometimes, God will allow
us to hit the bottom in order to discover that He’s the
Rock at the bottom. Gideon
faced an army of 135,000
troops with just 32,000 men.
And 22,000 of them left the
battlefield and went home

when he offered them the
chance. Do the math. Gideon’s thinking, “There’s no
way we can win!”
Then God explains: “The
people who are with you are
too many for me to give Midian into their hands, for Israel
would become boastfully
saying, my own power has
delivered me.” (Judge 7:2)
There it is again, the ageold battle of ego that we
all fight daily. It’s why the
Lord’s Prayer ends with:
“Thine is the Kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever Amen.” (Matthew 6:13)
Where does our power
come from? God! Who
should the glory for our accomplishments go to? God!
How long does this arrangement last? Forever! God
had to break Jacob of selfsufficiency so the “Israel”
within him could come out.
Sometimes, God has to take
us down before He can raise
us up.
Moses was called the
meekest man on earth. But it
took forty years of living as
a shepherd in the wilderness
to detox him of pride and get

him submitted to God. Only
then was he ready to stand
before Pharaoh and perform
miracles that demonstrated
God’s power and vindicated
Moses!
“Brokenness”
doesn’t
mean being a wimp, suffering from an inferiority complex or having a case of low
self-esteem. No, brokenness
means praying: “Lord, if this
job is going to get done, and
done right, you’re going to
have to do it through me. So
my trust is in You.” “The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit.” (Psalm 51:17)
Next week, September 3
- “Today, encourage somebody.”
Rev. Simeon R. Green III
is pastor of Joynes Road
Church of God, 31 Joynes
Road, Hampton VA 23669.
He is married to Velma L.
Green. He honorably served
in the U.S. Army for 20 years.
Rev. Green is a member of
the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern
Association of The Church of
God, Inc.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of August 27
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4.

Yes You Can

5.

Worth Fighting For
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Straight Outta…
”If” and into “When”

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
It may seem
to be an unlikely
movie that teaches an important
concept of perseverance that students going back
to school can use, but the number
one movie in America Straight
Outta Compton illustrates this
very important Christian concept.
Clearly, the biopic about what some
say is the most influential group in
rap music has its fair share of profanity, nudity and violence. The
movie has even been criticized for
leaving out well known incidences
of violence towards women. For
these and other reason, some may
choose not to see it. However, for
those who are willing to see the
movie with an open mind, you will
see more than just the story of the
hip hop legends.
One of the most intriguing parts
of the movie is near the end when
a compilation of the business and
creative ventures founded by as
well as artists discovered by the
individual members of NWA is
shown. From recording artists like
Snoop Dog, Eminem, 50 Cent,
the Friday movie series, and Beats
headphones, the movie makes it
clear that their visions for their lives
did not stop when NWA broke up.
I especially liked the movie because even in the midst of its depictions of sexual situations and police
harassment and it leaving out some
of the more controversial parts of
their story, the movie demonstrated
how important it is to stay focused
on “when” and not “if.” Focusing
on “when” something happens and
not “if” something happens means
that you will approach disappointments and failures with your vision

on what will happen next and not
what has happened.
Without giving too much of the
movie plot away, there is one particular scene where Dr. Dre ends
his partnership with Deathrow
Records mogul Marion “Suge”
Knight. In this scene, Dr. Dre,
much like he is depicted throughout the movie, is focused on the
vision of what his life will be like
“when” he ends the partnership not
“if” he ends the partnership.
Philippians 3:13 says “Brethren,
I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those
things which are ahead.” Without
question, by looking ahead toward
the future and not in the past, Dr.
Dre and Ice Cube have revolutionized the entertainment industry.
They have established extremely
successful businesses, formed record labels, and created production
companies, television shows and
movies that have employed countless others.
Even though some may rightfully criticize the misogynistic lyrics of their songs, the movie shows
that they should also be given credit for the good that they have done
by illustrating the importance of
looking forward to “when” and not
being paralyzed by the uncertainties of ”if.” The movie shows that
by looking ahead with a “when”
means that you make strategic
plans and not just hopeful promises.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship
Ends.” She can be reached at lovehangover@juno.com, at www.shewandariley.com or www.anointedauthorsontour.com
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The American Cancer Society’s ‘Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer’ Jackson fundraising kick-off attracts diverse crowd

Vaniessa Cousin, a 12-year-3 time breast cancer survivor, with supporters

Audience members
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer
A moment of victory was seized
by the fight against breast cancer
at a fundraising luncheon drawing several hundred supporters at
The South Warehouse, 627 E. Silas
Brown, in Jackson, Thursday, August 20, 2015.
The kick-off luncheon heightened sensitivity to breast cancer as a
growing movement that needs every
voice to make a difference.
The 2015 Strides Ambassadors
(breast cancer survivors) gave personal testimonies to the attentive
audience.
Mary Washington who was diagnosed in 2012 summed up her testimony with Philippians 4:19: “I can
do all things through Christ which
strengthens me.” The American
Cancer Society volunteer relied on
the verse, saying, “He (Christ) gave
me strength to endure.”
Five-year-breast cancer survivor Diane Guthrie was diagnosed
with Stage 2 breast cancer. Guthrie asserted that though her cancer
journey was “weary” and she was

PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

“uneasy” while losing her hair, eye
lashes, and finances, she found comfort in her family and the American
Cancer Society.
Janne Swearengen confided that
it was a powerful moment of discovery for her and her husband. In January 2016, Swearengen will have survived breast cancer two years.
“I’m a real super energetic
12-year-3-time breast cancer survivor!” shouted Strides Team Leader/
Survivor Vaniessa Cousin. The second chance survivor noted that she
was diagnosed with breast cancer in
September 2012.
Explaining that God wanted her
to share her testimony, Cousin said,
“My fourth incident with cancer
was when I couldn’t walk. I was a
single parent with an 8-year-old son.
I called the hotline and they helped
me feel better.” Cousin said both her
parents died from cancer. “But God
has given me another chance.”
Anita Bales of the American Cancer Society Network told listeners
that the event raises $60 million a
year toward eradicating breast cancer. “We appeal to Congress, know-

ing that Congress holds the purse
strings to cancer research funding
and has the power to help us make
breast cancer a leading task for abolishment,” she said.
Bales invited the audience to let
their “collective voice” be heard by
joining her and thousands of others
to end the disease. A “purse pen” to
wear to demonstrate “the power of
the purse” was emphasized by the
speaker.
St. Dominic’s representative Jennifer Sinclair informed the audience
that the hospital “remains at the
forefront in radiology, ultra sounds,
and women’s health. Treatment is
relevant in touching lives of people
daily in their fight against breast
cancer.”
In closing, Sinclair said that dollars make a difference in research,
comprehensive information and
support, and educating the public to
reduce risk of breast cancer and to
find early mechanisms for prevention.
Emcees were Maggie Wade
(WLBT-TV3) and Kim Allen
(iHeart Media). Allen said she has

Maggie Wade, WLBT - TV 3 (R) converses with guest

Kim Allen, of iHeart Media, tells story of her mother who lost her battle
with breast cancer

An attendee leaves luncheon on a happy note

been a supporter of the American
Cancer Society since her mother lost
her battle against breast cancer. “She
had so many things left undone. She
left behind an 18-year-old son, a
21-year-old daughter and a 24-yearold son. She never got to know her
grandchildren,” said Allen.
Looking back at her mother’s situation, Allen added that rather than
delaying health concerns, “I think

it’s important to remind women to
be proactive with their health.”
Event planner Tracie Wade told
listeners that her fight against breast
cancer was “personal” and “public”:
“We are going to eradicate cancer in
the future. That is my commitment,”
she contended.
The event was sponsored by St.
Dominic’s; FC (Fresh Cut); Nothing
Bundt Cakes; Central Mississippi

Chevy Dealers; Baptist Cancer Services; WLBT 3 On Your Side; MISS
103; Hallelujah 95.5; Z106.7; and
105.1 THE RIVER.
Persons wishing to become team
captains are to do four things: 1) sign
up at acscan.org/making strides,
2) recruit team members, 3) raise
funds, and 4) participate in walk day
projected for Saturday, October 31,
2015 at Thalia Mara Hall.

‘Butterflies by Grace Defined by Grace” banquet honors ‘shero’
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

‘Butterflies by Grace Defined by
Grace’ held its 5th Annual Sheros
Awards Banquet Saturday, August
22, honoring 10 women who have
overcome obstacles and made
strides to support other women experiencing similar circumstances.
The banquet room at the Hilton
Jackson on Country Line Road
was filled to capacity with about
150 people joining the organization in its celebration. Butterflies,
led by founder Eve Jones, is committed to advocating against violence against women and enlightening and empowering women
dealing with other adversities such as breast cancer and family
illness.
Jones started the organization
in 2010 to spur people to put an
end to domestic violence after the
deaths of Jackson State University
student Latasha Norman who died
at the hands of her ex-boyfriend
Stanley Cole and Heather Spencer
who suffered the same fate, beaten
to death by her boyfriend George
Bell.
“The churches do not talk about
domestic violence. We don’t talk
about teen-dating violence. We
don’t talk about all the abuse that
goes on; we don’t talk about sexual-assault violence in the metro
communities,” Jones said. “That’s
what led me to believe we have a
problem.”
This year’s theme was “Conquering Your World,” with keynote speaker Dr. Tommy Watson,
author and motivational speaker
of Charlotte, N.C., encouraging
women to conquer their fears, believe in their dreams and ideas and
make them happen.
Honorees were:
Catherine Gunn, member of the
Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans
of Foreign Wars, who volunteers
twice monthly at the G.V. “Sonny”
Montgomery VA Medical Center.
Chasidy Harris, an author, travel

Butterflies by Grace Defined by Faith honors “sheros”: Shirley Perry, Nikki Smith, Gayle Lee, Sandra Howard, Eva
Jones, Janice Harris, Melissa Richaux Randall, Catherine Gunn, Yolanda Wilson-Houston
agent, speaker and single mother,
who survived being robbed, beaten and raped.
Yolanda Wilson-Houston, who
left corporate life to pursue work
in education, where she encourages students to do more than “just
enough.”
Sandra Howard, owner/director
of Rainbow Learning Center, playwright and CEO of God’s Property
Drama Ministry.
Harriett Johnson, civil rights attorney for the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission and advocate for people with lupus and
kidney disease.
Gayle Lee, retired U.S. Army
Master Sgt. who recruited other
women to follow in her footsteps.
She was the first female to enlist
in the 412th Engineer Command at
Vicksburg.
Shirley Hubbard Moore, who
spoke about overcoming a “microwave” or “I want it now” mindset
and practicing patience in life.
Melissa Richaux Randall, a U.S.
Postal Service supervisor who has
not wavered in inspiring others
while battling breast cancer.
Marjorie Busching Self, who
worked for Hospice Ministries and
is now an attorney. She married
in 2012 and soon after found out
her new husband had cancer. She
takes her husband back and forth
to Houston for treatment while
maintaining her law practice.
Nikki Smith, who took in the
children of her sister and a good

Keynote speaker Dr. Tommy Watson

Jackson’s First Lady Rosalind Yarber and daughters Toni and Carmen
friend upon their deaths.
All of the women, Jones said,
are examples to others of how to
survive and overcome less than
ideal situations.
“All these women have been
through a lot of struggles, from
domestic violence to breast cancers and we honored them because they overcame challenges
and still inspire other women who
are still struggling to try to break
free of challenges they are going
through,” Jones said.
Jones said she asked Watson to
speak after reading one of his two
books, “The Resilience of Champions!” and “A Face of Courage.”
“He inspired me so. Everything he went through, he was not
ashamed,” Jones said. “Sometimes
people tell the story but not the
whole story. He told everything
and he was so humble.”

Toni L. Coleman Carter, author and motivational speaker,
introduced Watson, a former star
college athlete who overcame the
adversity of growing up with parents who were in and out of prison
most of his life. He now speaks
about what it takes to make a life
for one’s self despite overwhelming odds to the contrary.
Watson said the key to resilience is maintaining hope for positive outcomes and believing great
things can happen in one’s life.
He said his mother suffered from
domestic violence and his parents
would leave him and his siblings
alone for days at a time while they
did drugs. He talked of being separated from his siblings when they
were put into foster homes, of
joining a gang in his hometown of
Denver.
Despite his circumstances he

Banquet emcee Kenneth Johnson and Eva Jones, founder of Butterflies by
Grace Defined by Faith, react to a performance by Menisters of Mime
went to college on scholarship and
played football at the University of
Minnesota before being sidelined
by an injury. “After that I focused
on education,” said Watson, who
went on to become a school principal, a job he eventually left to do
what he does now.
He focused on what he calls the
three V’s of resilience - values, vision, verbal affirmations.
“Know what you value. Don’t
compromise your values,” Watson
said. “If a person can get you to
give up what is important to you,

they can make you do anything.”
Without a vision, Watson said,
people perish. “The moment you
don’t have a vision or plan for your
life, someone else does.”
Of the final V - verbal affirmations - he said: “Another person’s
opinion doesn’t have to be your
reality. What words of encouragement will you say to yourself
every day? Stay focused, stick to
your first mine.”
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at srjones13@gmail.com
or (601) 454-0372.
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Former director for Hinds County Human Services
remembers Hurricane Katrina and gives lessons learned
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer
Michael Miller currently
serves as executive director of
District 28 Resource Center
in Metro Center Mall. He was
director for Hinds County Human Services when the levee
protecting New Orleans catastrophically failed after Hurricane Katrina hit on August 29,
2005.
Approximately 80 percent
of the city was flooded. Hurricane Katrina waters swept
through the Gulf Coast region
and caused severe destruction,
with most deaths occurring in
New Orleans.
The storm, however, travelled up the entire state of Mississippi and left 238 people
dead, 67 missing, and billions
of dollars in damage. The devastating blow left more than
one million Mississippians affected and tens of thousands
instantly homeless.
This “costliest natural di-

saster” forced all 82 Mississippi counties to seek federal
assistance and forced many
residents into involuntary displacement.
Miller reflected that former
Gov. Haley Reeves Barbour
was determined that Human
Services would be involved in
providing assistance.
So most counties had to send
staff to the Mississippi Gulf
Coast to accommodate the
misplaced as well and as far as
to Memphis.
“The Katrina damage was so
severe that people had nothing and no place to go. Though
some counties did not have
enough staff, Jackson was the
main thoroughfare for shelters
to accommodate the people,”
said Miller.
Miller noted that the Human Services staff was mainly
responsible for registering
people into the shelters and
assisting them as social workers and case workers. Why

Miller
was this essential? According
to him, “The shelter became
their new home and they were
then in community living. In
an open space area families are
different. It’s a situation where
everybody has to learn how to
respect each other.”
Miller also reminisced, “The
people in Mississippi were

upset. [They] got hit pretty
hard. [But] we had to utilize
the resources where the greatest needs were.” Miller then
added, “Sometimes we had
to make tough decisions that
were not popular with people.”
Commenting that he strives
to “empathize with others,
Miller was straightforward: “I

think we’re designed by God
to do the best we can for each
other because it’s the right
thing to do.”
When asked what lessons he
learned from Hurricane Katrina, Miller claimed the following:
1) Mississippians and people
charged with responsibilities
need to understand they need
to be better prepared.
2) You can never be prepared for something of this
magnitude, but it’s best to have
a contingency plan to have
something to go by.
3) Overall the Department
of Human Services did a very
good job.
4) Some made it known that
the agency helped them significantly.
5) Katrina was a life changing experience for many.
6) And at the coliseum, [officials] made accommodations not only for the people
but also for their pets which

showed compassion for God’s
creation.
Miller added, “Katrina put
us all in the same place. Either
you were a victim or a helper. I
can’t imagine what it’s like to
go home and find there is no
family and no home.”
Among the homeless who
were helped were Veronica
Morrow and Venita Hart.
Within a letter they wrote
to Miller were these words:
“You don’t know what it
meant for you to help us.”
Apart from rendering assistance to victims, Miller
was asked what improvements have been made since
Hurricane Katrina? He responded, “I think state and
government have made improvements for emergencies,
vouchers, and nutrition. Human Services has a disaster
card, Disaster Supplemental
Nutritional Assistance Program (DSNAP) … to deal
with emergencies.”

KATRINA: Jordan family reflects
on unforgettable experiences

Aftermaths a year later still looked like the ‘Twilight Zone,’ a member says
By Gail M. Brown
Contributing Writer
HOLMES COUNTY, Miss.
- Holmes County native Clara
Marshall Jordan said she and
her husband Clarence Jordan Sr.
(now deceased) lived in New Orleans since 1955, and they never
experienced anything like Hurricane Katrina and its aftermaths.
“That was the first time anything of that magnitude happened, and I am keeping up with
Danny now,” Jordan said Sunday
evening (Aug. 23) from her now
Harvey, La. home (west of New
Orleans).
Danny, to which Jordan was
referring, was a tropical depression that formed last week and
later strengthened into a category
3 hurricane but was weakened
by a wall of wind near the Caribbean, eventually dissipating.
Jordan and her family said
since Hurricane Katrina, they
make it a point to stop and pay
attention to news about anything
“brewing out in the Gulf.”
According to media reports, it
was early morning, August 29,
2005 when the massive Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf
Coast of the United States with
sustained winds of 100-140 miles
per hour, stretching roughly 400
miles wide.
The damage it made as a storm
was soon compounded by its
horrific aftermaths when levee
breaches in New Orleans resulted in massive flooding. Katrina
caused hundreds of thousands of
people in Louisiana, Mississippi
and Alabama to be displaced.
Jordan and her family were
among the hundreds of thousands displaced. The catastrophic
Katrina racked up a death toll of
nearly 2,000 people. One among
the count was Jordan’s first cousin, John Marshall Jr., 66, of New
Orleans.
The day before Katrina hit,
then-New Orleans Mayor Ray
Nagin issued the city’s first-ever
mandatory evacuation order.
“At first, we didn’t really realize how serious everything was,”
Jordan recalled. “We had decided
to stay. My granddaughter Ashley and I had gone to see a live
taping of the Wheel of Fortune.
We were sitting there bewildered
by so many empty seats. That’s
when reality hit.”

Later, Jordan, her husband,
adult daughter Michelle Jordan
(Manning) and one of her three
adult sons (Larry Jordan) headed
for the hills of Lexington, Miss.
- to her late parents’ (James and
Beatrice Marshall) home, which
was unoccupied.
Because they had to drive in
the ‘contraflow’ from New Orleans, it took them nearly 12
hours to get to Lexington when
the usual time was only about
five.
“We only thought that we
would be gone for a day or so,”
she said. “We even left the airconditioner on so that the house
would be cool when we return.”
Unfortunately, after the levee
breached, what they thought
would be a short trip turned into
months and nearly a year for
some.
The Jordans were eventually
scattered to Atlanta, Mississippi,
Texas and dryer parts of Louisiana.
When they finally returned to
New Orleans, their once humble
home on Eastview Drive was
more than cool. It was cold, muddy, moldy, in shambles, “swollen” and totally uninhabitable
as more than seven feet of flood
water had invaded and dwelled
there (for a while) during Katrina’s aftermaths.
“My husband’s truck that we
left in the driveway had floated
down the street to the corner intersection,” Clara Jordan said.
Ten years later, several Jordan family members share
more about their Katrina experiences:
Ashley Collins staying connected in Houston and ‘realizing
nothing would be the same’:
“Reflecting on Katrina, I don’t
have a horrific story about being
stuck in the attic or being swept
away by floodwater. After attending a live taping of Wheel of
Fortune and realizing that other
people are taking the storm seriously, I packed up my kids and
we, along with one of my best
friends, went to Houston.
“I had a friend who lives there,
and we all stayed at his little
one bedroom apartment. I sat in
front of his television for hours,
stunned and amazed, watching
the live coverage of everything
going on at home. I recognized

Clara Jordon
several areas and at that point
realized nothing would be the
same.
“Of my immediate family,
most evacuated safely. However
my siblings on my father’s side
were stuck in the attic at their
grandmother’s home. Their
household consisted of my stepmother, her disabled elderly
mother, my sister, brother, stepbrother, and his nine month pregnant girlfriend (now wife). They
were eventually rescued and
brought to safety, but it was almost a day before anyone could
get to them.
“I was also fortunate in the
sense that I had Nextel cell service. Most of the cell phone providers’ lines’ were unreachable,
but Nextel had the two-way radio. So I was able to connect with
others and relay messages between some friends and families,
as well as receive phone calls.
“The moment that affected me
the most was returning home for
the first time somewhere around
November or December, near the
holidays. It was like something
unreal. When I reached the twin
spans (bridge that leads to the
city) and I saw the damage, how
dark and desolate New Orleans
East was, I began to cry. Everything I had become familiar with
over the past 21 years was gone.
“There was a mixture of mud
and only God knows what other
toxins and substances covered
the ground. The markings on the
[houses] indicated when it was
searched and where bodies were
found. That was a way of knowing if someone made it out safely.
I remember we would spend daytime hours riding around to see
what survived or what was open.
But since much of the city was
dark, we had to be inside before it

got late. Everything was surreal,
and to this day, some of it is one
big blur.”
Michelle Jordan (Manning)
drove back into a ‘Twilight Zone’
from Houston: “I only stayed in
Lexington with my parents and
brother about a week or so before
I joined my boyfriend (now husband) and several other friends
who had evacuated to Houston.
“A pastor and his wife took in
about 15 of us at their beautiful
estate until we received assistance. They were so good to us.
In fact, Texas was good to us. We
had free housing, help with food,
and clothing. I had my own rentfree little apartment, and he had
his. Texas opened up their hearts
to us.
“The only thing I did not like
was the fact that they referred
to us as ‘refugees.’ After nearly
a year, however, I was ready to
return home. I packed my little
Audi car and drove to New Orleans. As I approach the city,
there were abandoned cars still
on the highway, rusty. I felt as if I
was in the Twilight Zone. Blighted property was everywhere.
“It was devastating for me
to see it. I believe my father’s
early stages of Alzheimer’s was
spurred to advanced stages as a
result of seeing what Katrina had
done to his home. The furniture
in our family home was strewn
across the room like an image
from the movie, ‘Exorcist.’ He
did not want to leave.
“I think Katrina did something
psychological to a lot of New
Orleanians. I saw people looting and I thought: where are they
going with those televisions?
Whose house are they going to
plug them up in? I still get emotional thinking about it.”
Larry Jordan’s views today:

Scenes inside Jordan’s home in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina

“As a resident of New Orleans
for more than 55 years, it seemed
evident that Hurricane Katrina
changed the political climate as
well as the physical. There were
some reports of areas of the city
that would not be rebuilt. These
were mainly African American
neighborhoods.
“There also were accusations
of certain areas that did not receive substantial damage collecting more government assistance
than ones that were hard hit. At
one point there seemed to be an
effort to keep evacuees from returning for the mayor’s election
which resulted in the re-election
of incumbent African American
Ray Nagin.
“Unfortunately, it appeared as
if the city wouldn’t be able to rebuild under his leadership. A lot
of the improvements to the city
were begun under his administration but not accredited to him.
“Overall the city suffered badly and is still in the process of

rebuilding. Remembering what
I saw upon returning to the city
stays in my mind. The smell of a
city under water, along with the
sight of returning to a home with
all your possessions destroyed,
was overwhelming. But through
time and hard work, many have
rebounded or moved on to other
parts of the country to forget the
pain of it all.”
Clara Jordan’s scrapbook:
Ten years later, one would think
an 82-year-old matriarch would
want to forget the horrors of Hurricane Katrina, but Clara Jordan
still keeps a scrapbook. “This is
history,” she said.
“I have the list of names of all
the lives that were lost, clippings
of efforts to save Fats Domino’s
home, and a lot of articles from
the newspaper.” Asked why she
and her family returned to the
New Orleans area, her answer
was short, strong and to the point.
“This is our home; the only home
we know!”
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Gov. Bryant and former Gov. Haley Barbour
unite to remember first responders
New book release of America’s Great Storm: Leading Through Hurricane Katrina by Barbour

The Mississippi Link Newswire
GULFPORT, Miss. - Gov.
Phil Bryant and co-chair of
the Katrina Remembrance
Commission Haley Barbour
will host a First Responder
Remembrance on Friday, August 28, 2015, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
at the Barksdale Pavilion at
Jones Park in Gulfport.
Honorees will be the first
responders for their heroic
efforts during Hurricane Katrina. Joining Bryant and Barbour will be former President
George W. Bush and his wife
Barbara.
Recently, Barbour released
his new book, “America’s
Great Storm: Leading through
Hurricane Katrina,” at the
Mitchell Memorial Library at
Mississippi State University
in Starkville.
The 276-page personal
memoir highlights the many
leadership lessons Barbour
said he learned and employed
in a time of massive crisis. He
was assisted by contributing
author Jere Nash. Its foreword
is by Ricky Mathews.
When Hurricane Katrina
hit Mississippi on August 29,

2005, it unleashed
the costliest and
third-deadliest
natural disaster in
American history.
Barbour had been
M i s s i s s i p p i ’s
governor for only
20 months.
For the book,
Barbour and his
colleagues interviewed more than
45 key people local, state and
federal officials
and private citizens who played
pivotal roles in
helping Mississippi recover following Katrina’s
landfall.
Along
with
providing a behind-the-scenes
description
of
work done with
Congress to pass
an unprecedent- Barbour
ed, multi-billiondollar emergency
disaster assistance appropriation, the book discusses the

enormous roles played by volunteers in rebuilding the entire
housing, transportation and

education infrastructure of
south Mississippi and the Gulf
Coast.

Jackson Medical Mall implements
Nonprofits commemorate
10 year Katrina anniversary Transportation Voucher Program for

senior citizens and disabled persons
Leaders recount successful
collaboration to make recovery inclusive
The NAACP News
As Hurricane Katrina disaster
recovery dollars flowed into the
state, several nonprofit organizations joined forces to prevent Mississippi’s well-established pattern of
making federal programs difficult to
access for low-income people.
Hope Enterprise Corporation
(HOPE), the Mississippi Center for
Justice (MCJ), Mississippi State
Conference of the NAACP (MS
NAACP), and One Voice leveraged
the unique capabilities of each organization to make the recovery effort
more inclusive.
The initial housing recovery programs developed by the state contained glaring gaps that rendered the
programs ineffective for low-income
homeowners. The gaps were largely
created when the federal government granted waivers, requested by
Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour, to provisions that required that
a portion of the recovery funds be
designated to low- and moderateincome individuals.
“Mississippi, the poorest state in
the nation, should have easily been
able to comply, but it was the only
state to be excused from spending at
least half of the funds so as to benefit persons of low and moderate income,” said Reilly Morse, president
of the Mississippi Center for Justice.
The first phase of Mississippi’s
housing recovery plan called for the
state to award up to $150,000 to homeowners with property insurance
on homes that received flood damage that were not located in a flood
zone. The structure of the program
had the consequence of excluding
many low-income households and
communities of color.
Morse continued, “By requiring
that applicants have homeowner’s
insurance and excluding those
whose damage was caused by windstorm, Mississippi’s most generous
program favored relatively wealthier
homeowners by a factor of two to
one and left out back of town African
American households who were less
likely to carry insurance.”
When the state proposed a second
phase to target families left out of the

first plan, the recovery policies remained inequitable, as the program
only provided up to $50,000 for
households that had the same type of
damage as the households that were
supported under the first phase but
that did not have property insurance.
Aided by grants from national
philanthropy, HOPE, MCJ, MS
NAACP, and One Voice executed a
strategy to change the unequal treatment of low-income households in
the recovery’s implementation.
“Although the damage caused by
Katrina didn’t discriminate based
on income or race, Mississippi’s recovery efforts did and we had to act
to ensure the most vulnerable communities were not ignored,” stated
Derrick Johnson, State president of
Mississippi NAACP.
Working closely with local nonprofits on the Gulf Coast, the MS
NAACP gathered information to
contextualize the gaps in overlooked
communities.
MCJ used this information to implement an external communications
strategy that highlighted the inequities in the program and put pressure
on the governor’s office.
HOPE analyzed the effects of the
policy’s shortfalls and worked with
its contacts in the Barbour administration to help design an expansion
of the program.
As a result of the nonprofit community’s advocacy, the damage
award cap for the second phase of
the recovery was increased from
$50,000 to $100,000. The victory
paved the way for future collaboration that proved to be pivotal in the
expansion of the recovery resources
accessible to low-income households.
HOPE managed the financial
counseling component of the second phase of the housing program
that assisted approximately 9,000
households. The counseling program helped families identify every
resource available for rebuilding and
ultimately connected participants to
$600 million.
“The success of the counseling
program demonstrates for policy
makers the importance of working

with intermediaries that have the capacity to conduct high quality policy
analyses that are grounded in experience,” said Bill Bynum, chief executive officer, HOPE.
The Mississippi Center for Justice and the MS NAACP also filed
a lawsuit against the Department of
Housing and Urban Development
over the diversion of disaster recovery monies away from housing and
towards the expansion of the Port of
Gulfport.
Ultimately, the lawsuit was settled
out of court for a $132 million program targeted towards low-income
storm victims, which grew to $212
million by 2015.
The outcomes underscored two
important lessons. First, in the absence of a coordinated advocacy effort to include low-income individuals and communities in the recovery
plan - historically underserved populations will be excluded.
Second, the decision by philanthropy to invest in the capacity of a
group of high performing nonprofits
proved to be critical in making the
recovery programs more inclusive.
As a financial intermediary, HOPE
brought the ability to analyze data,
navigate the federal bureaucracy
and propose programs that were
structured to maximize the ability
of low-income populations to return
and rebuild.
HOPE (Hope Enterprise Corporation/Hope Credit Union) is a
community development financial
institution, community development
intermediary and policy center that
provides affordable financial services; leverages private, public and
philanthropic resources; and engages
in policy analysis in order to fulfill its

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Beginning August 2015 the
Jackson Medical Mall Foundation
(JMMF) began preparing to implement a new Transportation Voucher Program.
The program gives eligible residents in the City of Jackson an opportunity to purchase vouchers at a
discount for the purpose of paying
for transportation services. The objective of the program is to improve
accessibility and mobility for residents age 60 or older and persons
with disabilities by providing access to transportation for quality of
life trips.
The program goals are to provide flexible, personalized transportation services without travel
boundaries or time limitations;
decrease isolation and increase the
independence of the elderly and
disabled population.
Participants in the Transportation Voucher Program will be allowed to purchase two books of
vouchers totaling $100 in value
each month. Participants are required to pay $25 per book. Participants can use these vouchers to
pay for pre-arranged transportation
to providers they chose from a list

mission of strengthening communities, building assets, and improving lives in economically distressed
parts of the Mid South.
Since 1994, HOPE has generated over $2 billion in financing and
related services for the unbanked
and underbanked, entrepreneurs,
homeowners, nonprofit organizations, health care providers and other
community development purposes.
Collectively, these projects have
benefitted more than 650,000 individuals throughout Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee.
Mississippi Center for Justice is
a nonprofit, public interest law firm
committed to advancing racial and
economic justice. Supported and
staffed by attorneys and other professionals, the Center develops and
pursues strategies to combat discrimination and poverty statewide.
With offices in Jackson, Biloxi,
and Indianola, the Center provides
civil legal aid and advocacy in housing, fair credit, health care access,

of prequalified local transportation
agencies. Participants are provided
curb-to-curb transportation service. Travel boundaries and service
hours are unrestricted but are based
on the transportation provider’s
service area and hours of operation.
All trips must originate in the City
of Jackson.
The JMMF is providing this
program with funds received from
the Mississippi State Department
of Transportation through the U.S.
Department of Transportation,
Federal Transit Administration.
For additional information and
eligibility requirements please
contact Atesa Mckinney or Shante
Black at the Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation, at 601-982-8467.
About Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation
The Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation is a non-profit organization, based in Jackson, MS that
promotes health care and economic
development, benefiting an underserved population in a designated
revitalization district. The JMMF
is a modern medical complex that
provides medical care, human
services, and state-of-the-art ambulatory health care for the urban

and education.
Founded in 1909, the NAACP is
the nation’s oldest and largest civil
rights organization. Its members
throughout the United States and
the world are the premier advocates
for civil rights in their communities,
conducting voter mobilization and
monitoring equal opportunity in the
public and private sectors.
Mississippi State Conference consists of 112 units, which include local branches, college chapters, and
youth councils with over 15,000
members across the state.
One Voice, formally known as
the Community Policy, Research &
Training Institute (CPRTI), grew out
of the work undertaken by the Mississippi State Conference NAACP in
response to housing, education, civil
rights, and related policy advocacy
needs facing historically disadvantaged communities in the wake of
the 2005 hurricanes.
That work revealed significant
needs in the non-profit sector. One

poor and the economically disadvantaged residents of Jackson,
Mississippi. The JMMF is the only
facility of its kind in the nation that
provides quality healthcare, human
services, and an economic development component to the community. Renamed the “Jackson Medical Mall Thad Cochran Center” in
2001, the Mall is the hub of growth
and revitalization in the City of
Jackson.
The Jackson Medical Mall is
committed to operating programs
and services without regard to race,
color, and national origin in accordance with the Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. Any person
who believes he or she has been aggrieved by any unlawful discriminatory practice under Title VI may
file a complaint by contacting the
executive director of the Jackson
Medical Mall Foundation at 601982-8467.
A complainant may file a complaint directly with the Federal
Transit Administration at the Office
of Civil Rights, Attention; Title VI
Program Coordinator, East Building, 5th Floor-TCR, 1200 New
Jersey Ave., SE, Washington, DC
20590.

such need was a need for connections between trained and networked
community leadership, and nonpartisan, community-based structures through which broad public
involvement could be organized and
sustained.
One Voice, a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization, was formed to bridge
these gaps. Through collaborative
efforts with traditional and non-traditional allies, One Voice has played
a pivotal role in building alliances
that transcend organizational and
racial boundaries.
MCJ brought invaluable legal services and communications capacity
to the partnership. By leveraging the
assets of each, trusting each other
and working together, the nonprofit
organizations successfully made the
recovery much more accessible than
originally designed.
For more information about the
Mississippi NAACP, call 601-3538452 or log on to www.naacpms.
org.
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legal

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

legal

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
SIGN VARIANCE FOR COMFORT INN

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
SIGN VARIANCE FOR COMFORT INN TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT ON TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 AT 6:00 P.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL
BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201. INTERESTED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS
& LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson,
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 09/17/2015 , for:

Sealed, signed RFP’s are invited and will be received by the City of
Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the RFPS’ must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, September
15, 2015, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall
located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City
Hall for the following:

8/27/2015 9/3/2015

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents
may be obtained from:

legal
ORDINANCE APPROVING J. D. CALHOUN, LLC A REZONING FROM
C80- C2 (LIMITED) COMMERCIAL SUBDISTRICT TO C80-C3 (GENERAL)
COMMERCIAL SUBDISTRICT, TO ALLOW FOR A USED CAR SALES
BUSINESS FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT
301 EAST BROWNING DR., CASE NO.3906.

WHEREAS, J. D. Calhoun, LLC has filed a petition to rezone property located
at 301 East Browning Dr., in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, from C80-C2 (Limited) Commercial Subdistrict to C80-C3
(General) Commercial Subdistrict, to allow for a used car sales business; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public hearing, has recommended approval to rezone the property from C80-C2
(Limited) Commercial Subdistrict to C80-C3 (General) Commercial Subdistrict, to allow for a used car sales business; and

RE:

GS# 213-050 Allied Health Building
Northwest Mississippi Community College

Professional:
Address:
		
Phone:		
Email:

A deposit of $300.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director
8/20/2015, 8/27/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at
2:30 p.m., Monday, July 20, 2015 to consider said change, based upon the
record of the case as developed before the City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice
of said petition had been published in the Mississippi Link on June 4, 2015
and June 18, 2015 that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City Planning Board on June 24, 2015, all as provided for by ordinances of the City of
Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City
Planning Board had recommended approval of the petitioned rezoning of the
above described property to C80-C-3 (General) Commercial Subdistrict to allow for a used car sales business; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion
that such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to
the best interest of the City and that there has been a substantial change
in the land use character of the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the
property and there is a public need for additional property in that area zoned
in accordance with the request in said application since any previous City
Council action.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:

LOTS 1 & 2 BLOCK “A”, BROWNING ESTATES, PART 1, A SUBDIVISION
ACCORDING TO A MAP OR PLAT THEREOF ON FILE AND OF RECORD
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI IN PLAT BOOK 19 AT PAGE 47, REFERENCE TO
WHICH IS HEREBY MADE IN AID OF AND AS PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

is hereby rezoned and changed from C80-C2 (Limited) Commercial Subdistrict to C80-C3 (General) Commercial Subdistrict, however that before a permit is issued for any structure to be erected or modified on the property located
at 301 East Browning Dr., or for any use thereof, the applicant must meet the
requirements established through the Site Plan Review process. The Zoning
Administrator is ordered to note such change on the Official Zoning Map of
the City of

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by
the petitioner.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its
passage and after publication of same by the petitioner.

President Priester recognized J. D. Calhoun, Applicant, who addressed the
Council and argued in favor of a Rezoning from C80-C2 (Limited) Commercial
District to C80-C3 (General) Commercial District to allow for a used car sales
business.

There was no opposition from the public.

Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council-Member Barrett-Simon
seconded.

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Hendrix, Priester and Stamps.
Nays- None.
Absent- Foote, Stokes and Tillman.

A.E.R.C., PLLC
342 West Valley Street
Hernando, Mississippi 38632
662-298-0057
dougt@aercpllc.com

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the
bid must be stamped In by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, September 22, 2015, at
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:
96270-092215 Twelve-Month Sale of Recycle - Refrigerators, Other
White Goods, Air Conditioners, Gas Tanks and Various Scrap Metals
98846-092215 -Twelve-Month Landfill Services for Chipping/Grinding/
Hauling and Disposal of Vegetative Debris
Bids are available at www.iacksonms.gov.
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi
39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public
record In accordance with House Bill No 999,1986 Regular Session of
the Mississippi Legislature.

21655-091515 RFP for a Parks & Recreation System
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with
the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1638. Copies of the EBO
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award
could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost
for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof,
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence
of such statement means the City will make that determination during
the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533
8/20/2015, 8/27/2015

The City of Jackson Is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It Is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full
and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the
City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan
Application, with each bid submission, In accordance with the provisions
set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right to waive arty and all informalities in respect to any bid
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award
could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost
for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof,
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence
of such statement means the City will make that determination during
the bid review.
Clora N. Mitchell, Acting Supervisor
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025
8/27/2015, 9/3/2015

ATTEST:

Kristi Moore City Clerk

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify
that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City
Council at its regular
zoning meeting on the
20th day of July, 2015,
and recorded in Minute
Book “6II”, pages 418420.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of
office, this 20th day of
August, 2015.

Kristi Moore, City Clerk
8/27/2015

Help Wanted

Crossword Solution

Sudoku Solution

Drivers: Great Home time.
Excellent Health/Supplemental
Benefits after 60 days.
Excellent pay with lots of miles.
2014 & 15 Trucks. CDL-A 1yr exp.
Recruiting: 256-432-3944
© Feature Exchange

© Feature Exchange
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Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

Big reach.
Small price.

j a c k s o n
Bully’s Restaurant
3118 Livingston Road
cash & carry
Capitol Street and Monument Street
City Hall
219 S President St
Garrett Office Complex
2659 Livingston
PASS Road
Dollar General
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
Dollar General
2030 N Siwell Rd
Dollar General
4331 Highway 80W
Dollar General
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
Dollar General
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Dollar General
304 Briarwood Dr
PASS
Dollar General
2855 McDowell Rd
Dollar General
104 Terry Rd
JJ Mobil
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
JSU Student union
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
Liberty Bank and Trust
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins bbq
182 Raymond Road
McDade’s Market
Northside Drive
McDade’s Market
#2
3.556x2
653 Duling Avenue
48 Web
Brock_Type2
PicadillyThomas
Cafeteria
Jackson Medical Mall PASS
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
Piggly Wiggly
2875 McDowell
Road 46 Web
3.33x4
Shell Food Mart
5492 Watkins Drive

MPS

5IJTTJ[FBEJOPWFSOFXTQBQFST
TUBUFXJEFGPSPOMZ 100
Callyour local paper or 601.981.3060

TYPE 2 DIABETES WARNING!
If you or a loved one took

INVOKANA®, INVOKAMET®, FARXIGATM,
GLYXAMBITM, JARDIANCE® or
XIGDUO XR,

Big reach.
andSmall
suffered from:price.
• Diabetic Ketoacidosis • Stroke or Heart Attack
5IJTTJ[FBEJOPWFSOFXTQBQFST

• Kidney Failure
• Coma 100
or Death
TUBUFXJEFGPSPOMZ

YOU MAY BE
ENTITLED
TO
COMPENSATION.
Callyour local
paper
or 601.981.3060
3.556x4
48
Web

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
McComb, MS 800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery.

Aug23_MCAN

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and I-55
Two Sisters Kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
Upton tire
Countyline Road and State Street
Murphy USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell Ace Hardware
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite Aid
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite Aid
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite Aid
6075 Old Canton Rd
CAN T ON
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
Boutique Store
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s Store
Church Street - Canton, MS
Community Mart
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
Fryer Lane Grocery
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
Hamlin Floral Design
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Joe’s Sandwich & Grocery
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K One Stop
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
Lacy’s Insurance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Soul Set Barber Shop
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Trailer Park Grocery
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
Dollar General
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VowelL’s Market Place
5777 Terry Road
C L I N T ON
Dollar General
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L AN D
Rite Aid
398 Hwy 51
T erry
Mardi Gras Café
106 West Cunningham Avenue
R a ym o n d
Hinds Community College
Welcome Center
505 E. Main Street
Sunflower Grocery
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
Love Food Mart
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
Raymond Public Library
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
Raymond City Hall
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U ti c a
Hubbard’s truck stop
Mississippi Hwy 27
Pitt Stop
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B o lt o n
Mack’s Café
103 West Madison Street
Bolton Library
Bolton City Hall

Free Background Information Available Upon Request.
DO NOT STOP TAKING ANY PRESCRIPTION
MEDICATION WITHOUT FIRST ASKING YOUR DOCTOR!

ADD
Want The Best
Deal
Want The Best Deal HIGADDH-SPEED
Big
reach.
HIGH-SPEED
INTERNET
INTERNETAcross The State Of Mississippi
Reach
2.2
Million Readers
3.33x2
On
TV
&
Internet?
On
TV
&
Internet?
PE 2 DIABETES
WARNING!
46 WARNING!
Web
Small
price.
$ 9 TYPE 2 DIABETES
Adoptions
E m p l o y m$e n t - T9r u c k i n g
Services-Misc.

14. 5

If you or a loved
one took
5IJTTJ[FBEJOPWFSOFXTQBQFST

14. 5

o.
If you or a loved one took
Get
Get
®
TM
OKANA®, INVOKAMET
, FARXIGA
,
INVOKANA®, INVOKAMET®, FARXIGATM, 25 DRIVER TRAINEES
TUBUFXJEFGPSPOMZ
100
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FRENOW!
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/mo.

where available

XIGDUO XR,

promotional prices
starting at only ...

19.

$ 99
and suffered from:
/mo.
iabetic Ketoacidosis • Stroke or Heart Attack
• Kidney Failure • Coma or Death
for 12 months.
Not eligible with Hopper.

Offer subject to change based on
premium channel availability.

FREE

U MAY
BE ENTITLED
TO COMPENSATION.SAME DAY
Call Now
and Save 50%
With qualifying packages and offers.

1-800-319-2526

INSTALLATION

ll Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK

onsultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB62015

promotional prices
starting at only ...

19.99

C l aXIGDUO
s s e s - T r aXR,
ining

for 12 months.
Not eligible with Hopper.

Employment-Sales

With qualifying packages and offers.

1-800-319-2526

CALL TODAY - Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
EARN $500 A DAY

in up to 6 rooms

McComb, MS 800-935-6894

where available

PREMIUMfor
CHANNE
LS
Learn to drive
USXpress
For 3 months.
Earn $800 per week.
$ Local
andGrads
sufferedworkfrom:
AVIATION
with JetBlue,
15-day CDL training.
/mo.
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
• Diabetic
• Stroke
or Heart Attack Immediate Openings!
handsKetoacidosis
on training for
FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation
• Kidney Failure
• Coma or Death
1-800-350-7364
Institute
of Maintenance 866-3672510.
YOU MAY
BE ENTITLED
SAME DAY
Call TO
NowCOMPENSATION.
and Save 50%

PREMIUM CHANNELS
For 3 months.

/m

OPEN ADOPTIVE family from NYC
hoping to adopt again through open
adoption. Love to hear from you! Learn
more about us: kimnoahadopt.com or
call / text (320) 523-6782.

INSTALLED
TODAY!

where available

McComb,
MSAgents
800-935-6894
Insurance
Needed

Free Consultation and
No Legal
Unless
You Make Recovery.
• Leads,
NoFees
Cold
Calls

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB62015

Offer subject to change based on
premium channel availability.

FREE
INSTALLATION
in up to 6 rooms

CALL TODAY INSTALLED
TODAY!

where available

For Sale, Misc.
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Free Background
Information Available
Upon Request.
• Commissions
Paid Daily
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DO
NOT STOP TAKING ANY PRESCRIPTION
DO NOT STOP
TAKING
ANY PRESCRIPTION REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!
• Lifetime
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining wil apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. All prices, fees,
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:Renewals
Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining wil apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. All prices, fees,
charges, packages, programming, features,
functionality and offers subject to change withoutFIRST
notice. PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT:
Requires qualifying programminYOUR
g. Receive a discount for each of theDOCTOR!
first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top 250; $30 per month withMEDICATION
America’s Top
charges,FIRST
packages, programming, features,
functionality and offers subject toYOUR
change without notice. PROGRAMMING
DISCOUNT: Requires quala
ifying programmi
ng. Receive a discount forhome
each of the first 12 months as folsatellite
lows: $35 per month with America’s Topsystem
250; $30 per month with America’s Top
whole
installed
at
CATION
WITHOUT
ASKING
WITHOUT
ASKING
DOCTOR!
• Complete
200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5 per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional
200; $25 per month with America’sTraining
Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5 per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional
period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You wil forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with
Paperless Bil ing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service
disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices wil apply unless you elect to downgrade.
6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price wil apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee wil apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME
ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days of account deactivation or you wil be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are
non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You wil be charged a monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper,
$12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time
Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features
must be enabled by customer and are subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on
ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected,
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be transferred. ALL OTHER
RECEIVER MODELS: Lease Upgrade fee(s) wil apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified former DISH residential customers in the
continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and
state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment
testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees wil apply to upgrade after installation. Any unreturned equipment fees wil automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card
provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com
or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On
Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is
required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA
League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable,
nonproratable and nontransferable once the season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015.
All Rights Reserved. NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS.
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

3.556x4

48 Web

PASS
For information
about advertising in
Dish Network

The
Mississippi
Link
2x6

please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You wil forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programmi
ng or service disconnecti
on during first 12 months. HDand
FREE FOR LIFE: Requiprogramming
res qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay withstarting at
NO
COST
• Health &
Paperless Dental
Bil ing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is Insurance
waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service
disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices wil apply unless you elect to downgrade.
$19.99/month.
FREE
upgrade to
6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN:
Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price wil apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee wil apply if you cancel the ProtectioHD/DVR
n Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME
• Life License
Required
ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days of account deactivation or you wil be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are
new
callers,
so
CALL
NOW.
1non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You wil be charged a monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper,
Call 1-888-713-6020
$12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time
877-381-8004.
Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-ti
me $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features
must be enabled by customer and are subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on

recorded
meTime Anyti
Recordingc
capacitk
y varies; 2000
on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected,
E m p l o y mABC,Sling-enablCBS,eFOXed DVRandnandNBCcompati
tblewi-mobith PrileT
rme.u
ihoursnbased g
device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be transferred. ALL OTHER
3.33x4
46
tDISa
ein the
RECEIVER MODELS: Lease Upgrade
fee(s) wil applWeb
y for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is availableR
from DISHe
and partia
cipating retaillers for newE
and quals
ified former
H residentit
al customers

continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and
DRIVER
- mayCDL/A
state reimbursement charges
apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment
testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additiKILN,
onal fees wil apply to upgrade afterMS.
installation. Any unreturned
equipment feesACRES.
wil automatically be charged to your DISH2
account orbedrooms
credit or debit card
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/ 3
NEW PAY
provided to DISH. DISHINCREASE
shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com
or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective owners.
©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All ri2,200+
ghts reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and relatedliving.
channels and service marks are the$170,000.
property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On
baths,
Manieri
STARTING
SOON!
Demand® and Cinemax On Demand®
require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is
required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA
League Pass, ESPN FulSTARTING
l Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unleReal
ss you call to cancel prior toEstate,
the start of the season. ESPN GamePl501
an, NHL Center Ice, NBAMain
League Pass, ESPN Full Court andSt.,
MLS Direct Kick areBay
nonrefundable, St. Louis,
CLASSES
nonproratable and nontransferable once the season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015.
All Rights Reserved.
NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. ©MS.
2015 NFL Enterprises 228-216-2628.
LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS.
EVERY
MONDAY!
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
• No out of pocket tuition cost!
Services-Misc.
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days
and start driving with KLLM!
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!
3.556 x 6for safe
48 and
Web
affordable medications. Our
• Refresher Course Available.
licensed
Canadian mail order pharmacy
Dish
Network
Must Be 21 Years of Age
will provide you with savings of up to 75
2x6
855-378-9335 EOE
percent on all your medication needs.
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
DRIVERS - Immediate Openings
off your first prescription and free shipNow! Home every week. Excellent pay /
ping.
benefits. 100% no touch freight. 75%
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
drop and hook. Class A CDL with 1 year
FREE Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
experience required. CALL TODAY. 888SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
219-8039.
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday

For Rent
PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or conference room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Partially furnished if
interested. Excellent neighbors. Great
space for small business or nonprofit
association or charity. Call Monica to
arrange a viewing. 601-981-3060.

Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1-800-319-2526.
GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576
FOR STATEWIDE ADVERTISING call
MS Press Services. 601-981-3060.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.
MORE THAN 1.5 MILLION MISSISSIPPIANS pick up a local newspaper
each week. Newspapers are here to stay.
There is strength in numbers and there is
power in print. MS Press. 601-981-3060.

STUMP

GRINDING
Visit our website
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Craig Sterling

601-248-9399
Services-Legal
DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT children $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds. Fast and easy. Call 1-888733-7165, 24/7.

Place Your Classified
Ad
STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!
To order, call your
local newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to
1 col.
1 col.
1 col.

25 words...........$210
x 2 inch.............$525
x 3 inch.............$800
x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:
MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.

Week of August 23, 2015
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Book Review:
“Infinite Words: A
Comprehensive Guide to
Writing
and
Publishing”
Zane

Crossword Puzzle

by

Paperback
$16.00 • 208 pages

By Kam Williams
Book Reviewer
“Drawing from decades of
experience as a mega-bestselling novelist, successful publisher, and executive
producer of two television
shows, Zane offers practical
advice on writing and publishing to aspiring writers
across all media, including
books, television, and film.
With her signature wit and
straightforward style, Zane
tells it like it is, emphasizing hard work, discipline,
and commitment as the keys
to any successful writing career.” - excerpted from the
book jacket
More often than not, the
age-old maxim, “Those who
can, do. Those who can’t,
teach” comes to mind whenever I’m reviewing a how-to
book. That’s because I just
can’t help but wonder whether an author has successfully
followed his own advice first.
In fact, I thought of that
popular proverb just a week
ago while reading a guide to
becoming a billionaire by a
guy who probably doesn’t
have two nickels to rub together. By comparison, Infinite Words: A Comprehensive Guide to Writing and
Publishing is like money in

the bank since it was penned
by Zane, the prolific author of
“Addicted,” “The Sex Chronicles,” and a number of other
steamy, erotic novels.
The book is basically broken down into two parts. The
first half focuses on the challenges associated with the
nuts and bolts of writing.
There, Zane focuses on the
importance of having a good
work ethic and of developing
such fundamental skills critical to the craft as a writing
style, and the ability to outline a story, develop characters, edit your work, and so
forth.
The second half of this enlightening opus is dedicated
to the business side of being
a writer. This section chronicles the process of getting
published, from finding an
agent to cultivating an audience.
Noteworthy in this regard is
the fact that Zane started out
as self-published author, but
after her titillating page-turners started flying off shelves,
the industry took notice and
it wasn’t long before a major
book company signed her to a
lucrative contract.
Infinite Words even features
a chapter with tips on writing
erotica and another with ex-

e

ercises on plot and character
development. Overall, Zane
has certainly covered everything a budding scribe needs
to know to kickstart a career,
and then some.
Pearls of wisdom from the
down-to-earth side of a sister
ordinarily given to spinning
lustful fantasies laced with
lascivious adjectives like
“pulsating” and “throbbing.”

Zane

Sudoku

ACROSS
1. Schema
5. False bible god
9. Quarrels
11. U.S. Department of Agriculture
12. Sniff
13. Because of this
14. Condensation
15. State of being
17. Eastern Time
18. Volume
20. Propels with oars
22. Food and Agriculture
Organization (abbr.)
23. 3 feet
24. Lysergic acid diethylamide
27. Flightless birds
29. Show emotions
31. Part to play
32. Shred (2 wds.)
33. Naught
34. Financial obligation

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange
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DOWN
1. Posttraumatic stress disorder
2. Green citrus fruit
3. Some (2 wds.)
4. Football assoc.
5. However
6. Ashy
7. Scorched
8. Hold out
10. Oozy
16. Metal joiner
18. Gold (abbr.)
19. We
20. Nation
21. Would
22. Plant life
24. Run easily
25. Pencil end
26. Department (abbr.)
28. Ocean
30. Middle
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 17)
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A&E’s ‘Roots’ remake
Kanye to receive
finds its Kunta Kinte
Video Vanguard
Award at mtv vmas
eurweb.com
MTV hasn’t played music videos since Tara Reid
dumped Carson Daily, but
that hasn’t stopped the network from rewarding artists
with plaques of moonmen
in acknowledgement of their
musical offerings to the impressionable youth.
This year’s Video Music
Awards will be hosted by PR
Stunt Princess Miley Cyrus,
with The Weeknd confirmed
to debut the first-ever televised performance of his
single “Can’t Feel My Face.”
Taylor Swift received 10
nominations, more than any
other artist or band, followed
by Ed Sheeran, who received
six nominations.
Kanye West, who will no
doubt engage in antics that
will prove to be a ratings
hit, will be honored with the
Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award for the cultural
impact his music and fashion
have had on a generation.
Previous recipients of
the award include Beyoncé (2014), Justin Timberlake (2013), Britney Spears
(2011), Duran Duran (2003),
U2 (2001), Red Hot Chili
Peppers (2000), Beastie Boys
(1998), LL Cool J (1997),
Guns N’ Roses (1992), Janet Jackson (1990), Michael
Jackson (1988) and Madonna
(1986). The award is considered the VMAs’ highest
honor.
In 2009, West stormed the
stage after Taylor Swift beat
Beyonce for Best Female

West
Video. He called the latter
“the best video of all time.”
West later apologized for the
“Imma Let You Finish” interruption.
Earlier this month, Swift
spoke about her evolving
relationship with Kanye to
Vanity Fair, crediting Jay Z
for helping them bond:
“I feel like I wasn’t ready
to be friends with him until I
felt like he had some sort of
respect for me, and he wasn’t
ready to be friends with me
until he had some sort of respect for me - so it was the
same issue, and we both
reached the same place at the
same time,” she said. “I became friends with Jay Z, and

I think it was important, for
Jay Z, for Kanye and I to get
along…And then Kanye and
I both reached a place where
he would say really nice
things about my music and
what I’ve accomplished, and
I could ask him how his kid’s
doing….we haven’t planned
[any
collaboration]…But,
hey, I like him as a person.
And that’s a really good, nice
first step, a nice place for us
to be.”
The VMAs will air live
this Sunday at 9:00 p.m. ET.
Scheduled to perform are:
A$AP Rocky, Tori Kelly,
Demi Lovato, Macklemore
& Ryan Lewis, Twenty One
Pilots and Pharrell Williams.

eurweb.com
Up-and-coming
British
actor Malachi Kirby has
been cast as Kunta Kinte in
A&E Networks’ remake of
“Roots,” reported Deadline.
com.
Billed as an “event series,” the remake will follow
the iconic character as he is
captured from his homeland
Gambia and sold into slavery in America, and his descendants struggle to survive
over the next century.
Production begins next
month in South Africa and
New Orleans for a premiere
date in 2016 on Lifetime,
A&E and the History Channel.
The story was first broadcast in 1977 in a landmark
adaptation of the Alex Haley
novel, with LeVar Burton in
the lead role. It was watched
by a record-breaking 130
million viewers.
Will Packer (“Straight
Outta Compton”) is among
the executive producers of
the remake.

Kirby

‘Straight Outta Compton’s’ Jason
Mitchell in talks for ‘Kong: Skull Island’
eurweb.com
Jason Mitchell, who received critical acclaim for
portraying rapper Eazy-E in
“Straight Outta Compton,”
is teaming with one of his
castmates for his next project.
Variety reports that Mitchell is in talks to join Legendary and Universal’s “Kong:
Skull Island,” which stars

Tom Hiddleston, Brie Larson and his “Straight Outta
Compton” co-star Corey
Hawkins.
While plot details are still
vague, the story will be set
in the mysterious, dangerous
home of the king of the apes
as a team of explorers ventures deep inside the island.
Mitchell will play a pilot in
the film.

Mitchell
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Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area
played important role in Katrina recovery

Before the first anniversary of Katrina, this multi-house street development was going up in Hancock County, thanks to the leadership and technical expertise provided by Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area.
By Peggy Hampton
Special to The Mississippi Link
When Hurricane Katrina devastated housing on the Mississippi
Gulf Coast and New Orleans in
2005, Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area (HFHMCA)
was prepared to do what was necessary to help provide housing as
quickly as possible to the storm’s
victims.
HFHMCA was the only Mississippi Habitat affiliate between
Jackson and the Mississippi Gulf
Coast still in operation after Katrina and was positioned both
geographically and strategically
to assist in both the short and
long-term recovery.
It had the infrastructure and the
unique ability to plan and implement an efficient, high quality
response to this massive rebuilding effort in the storm ravaged areas of Mississippi and Louisiana
while helping metro Jackson’s
new neighbors - evacuees from
the Gulf Coast and NOLA - find
decent, affordable housing.
“We were poised and ready
to take a leadership role,” said
Cindy Griffin, executive director
of HFHMCA. “We did everything from piloting the “House
in a Box” national program for
the Gulf Coast ... to constructing
steps for Red Cross food distribution trucks in Jackson. . .to starting a Habitat affiliate in the worst
hit county on the Gulf CoastHancock County.”
More than 200,000 homes were
destroyed or damaged in Mississippi alone. The state was looking
at not only getting through the
days after the storm and providing emergency housing, but also a
decade of rebuilding.
“When our state was devastated
by Hurricane Katrina, HFHMCA
served as a leader in the rebuilding efforts on the Mississippi Gulf
Coast,” said former Governor
Haley Barbour, the state’s chief
executive at the time. “Instrumental in founding Habitat for Humanity Bay-Waveland Area while
continuing to build for local and
evacuee families, HFHMCA built
about 70 coastal homes and laid
the groundwork for hundreds of
others. HFHMCA’s work ensured
that devastated families across our
state could begin to rebuild their
lives.”
As HFHMCA faced the challenges of building in a postKatrina world, the non-profit
increased its efforts with three
intertwined goals:
• The continuation of its core
ministry of helping families in
need move out of poverty housing;
• Working with evacuee families desperate to make a new start
and to have a decent, affordable
home; and
• Lending passion and determination to the rebuilding of the
devastated Hancock County.
HFHMCA immediately responded by making available
any currently vacant HFHMCA
homes in metro Jackson for evacuee families and recruited volun-

teers and resources for clean-up
and repair of local Habitat homes
damaged by Hurricane Katrina. It
helped the Red Cross by building
stairs for the trucks storing and
distributing food donations at the
Mississippi Coliseum.
HFHMCA piloted and served as
the distribution center for Habitat
for Humanity International’s Operation Home Delivery (“House
in a Box”), a program that provided pre-built house frames shipped
in containers to the Gulf Coast
with materials needed to complete
construction.
HFHMCA developed a New
Neighbor Program - an expedited
method of qualifying evacuee
families for new homes in the
metro Jackson area. It then built
30 Habitat homes for the New
Neighbor Program, including
18 constructed in two, one-week
blitzes. HFHMCA was the first
of four organizations that banded
together in the Gulf Opportunity
(GO) Zone to leverage new market tax credits established by Congress.
In May 2008, more than 5,000
volunteers joined the Jimmy &
Rosalynn Carter Work Project at
sites along the Gulf Coast from
Mobile, Alabama to Beaumont,
Texas. Their effort helped move
250 more families closer to living in a secure home once again.
Twenty-five of these homes were
built in the metro Jackson area.
“There was an outpouring of
love and concern shown by Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area not just for my family
but for all who came to Jackson
to make a life out of what was a
tragedy,” said Noel Murphy, an
evacuee from the Mississippi Gulf
Coast who became a HFHMCA
homeowner.
Theresa Jackson and her family evacuated from New Orleans,
eventually making their way to
Jackson after they were hoisted
off their New Orleans apartment
rooftop by helicopter, deposited
on Interstate 10, and transported
to military barracks in San Antonio.
“I am grateful for HFHMCA
stepping in and helping us to
get back to normal as quickly
as possible and helping us get
established in the Jackson community,” she said. “HFHMCA is
responsible for double miracles
in our lives - helping us recover
from Hurricane Katrina, and providing us with the opportunity to
fulfill a lifelong dream of owning
a home. We are very grateful.”
As a result of HFHMCA’s leadership and work on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, a new Habitat
affiliate was established to serve
Hancock County - the hardest
hit area on the Mississippi Gulf
Coast, by offering staff, board
oversight and other resources. In
2008, Habitat for Humanity BayWaveland Area became an independent affiliate.
To date, the affiliate has helped
the recovery effort on the Mississippi Gulf Coast by building 201 new homes, rehabbing

550 homes, and weatherizing 46
homes, and it continues to be a
high capacity builder.
HFHMCA multiplied its building efforts to assist evacuees and
the recovery on the Mississippi
Gulf Coast, while continuing the
non-profit’s core ministry in the
metro Jackson area. “Amid all
these new challenges, we were
able to meet our regular September and October construction
schedules,” Griffin noted.
Out of great adversity came
incredible hope, Griffin said, as
HFHMCA built 131 houses in
the metro Jackson area, including 30 New Neighbor homes for
evacuees - effectively multiplying
its work rather than re-directing
its efforts. Overall, HFHMCA
built more than 200 houses from
2006-2009, including more than
70 houses in the Bay St. LouisWaveland area.
Early in the recovery efforts,
HFHMCA and its volunteers
were spotlighted nationally when
the Today Show staff mirrored
their work with a Habitat “House
in a Box” build televised in New
York, while featuring a simultaneous “House in a Box” week long
build in Jackson that produced
multiple houses.
“Houses in a Box” were the
walls of Habitat homes that were
placed in an 18-wheeler trailer to
hold for distribution to the Gulf
Coast when rebuilding could begin.
“Volunteers came from all over
the country to work on this unique
house raising, and it was a way
for all of us to start lending a hand
to our neighbors in need,” Griffin said. “We all wrote blessings
and prayers on the walls to literally surround the future family in
prayers for the rebuilding of their
lives.”
Several months later, HFHMCA was again in the national
spotlight when NBA star Kevin
Garnett and the Oprah’s Angel
Network sponsored the 18-house
Habitat “New Neighborhood
Blitz” to build homes for evacuees.
“Hurricane Katrina highlights
the poverty that exists and the
overwhelming need for simple,
decent housing,” Griffin said.
“While Habitat for Humanity
cannot be the answer to all lowincome housing needs, HFHMCA
has helped thousands of people
and will continue its work.”
“The role of HFHMCA is, has
and always will be providing a
hand up, not a hand out to families in need of decent, affordable
housing,” she said. “In the face of
the disaster that was Katrina, we
were able to continue our regular work plus address the needs
of those whose lives and homes
were destroyed by the hurricane.
We will be eternally grateful to
those who supported us at that
time and continue to do so.”
To learn more about how to
become a HFHMCA donor, volunteer or homeowner, please call
601-353-6060 or visit www.habitatmca.org.

Cindy Griffin, executive director of HFHMCA, gives former President Jimmy Carter a tour of Habitat homes
being built in Hancock County as a part of the Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts.
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JSU’s Jobodwana
finishes second in
200M Semi-Finals
Jackson State Athletics Media

BEIJING, China - Former
Jackson State track and field
standout Anaso Jobodwana
finished in second place in
his heat of the 200 meter dash
semi-finals at the IAAF World
Championships. Jobodwana
recorded a time of 20.01,
which was a personal best.
The race featured Usian
Bolt, the fastest man in the
world in the lane next to the
former JSU star. Jobodwana
was Bolt’s nearest challenger
in the event. The Jamaican
star finished with a time of
19.95. The scene played out
in similar fashion as the 2013
Summer Olympics 200 meters
semi-finals when Jobodwana
was able to hang with Bolt for
most of the race.
Jobodwana won his heat in
the preliminaries with a time
of 20.22 to advance to the
semi-finals. The final takes
place on Thursday, Aug. 27.
Log onto www.iaf.org or
www.letsrun.com

www.mississippilink.com

Faith Toennies named
SWAC Goalie of the Week
Jackson State Athletics Media

Jackson
State’s
Faith
Toennies has been recognized by the Southwestern
Athletic Conference as the
league’s Goalie of the Week
following her exceptional
performance over the weekend (Aug. 21-24).
The freshman from Sherwood Park, Canada started
and played in JSU’s match
against Southern Mississippi, which ended in a 1-1 tie
Sunday evening. Playing for
a total of 110 minutes, Toennies recorded 10 saves and
allowed only one goal for a
.909 save percentage.
This is the first time in the
match up’s history the Tigers
were able to thwart a Golden
Eagle win.
The Lady Tigers return to
action Friday, Aug. 28 when
they travel to Alexandria,
La. to face LSU-Alexandria

Toennies
in non-conference action.
Match play is set for 3:00
p.m.
For all of the latest information about Jackson State

Athletics, check back with
www.jsutigers.com and follow the Tigers at twitter.
com/jstatetigers or facebook.
com/jstatetigers.

Jobodwana

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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piggly wiggly
August 26 - September 1, 2015

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH WHOLE

SHOULDER
ROAST
$ 79

FRESH

BONELESS
PORK LOIN
$ 99

3

FRYER
DRUMSTICKS
¢

1

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

79

PER LB.

FAMILY PACK

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

FRESH CUT

BONELESS
SIRLOIN STEAK

SIRLOIN
PORK CHOPS

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

$ 79

$ 29

$ 49

FRESH FRYER

TENNESSEE PRIDE

5

PER LB.

1

2

PER LB.

BONELESS
BREAST

SAUSAGE
PATTIES

$ 99

$ 99

ASSORTED BUSH'S

SHUR SAVINGS

2

USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

SHOULDER
STEAK

3

18 CT., 24 OZ.

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

$ 99
SELECT VARIETIES

LIQUID BLEACH

KELLOGG'S
CEREAL

1

128 OZ. BTL.

$ 19

/5
28 OZ.

3 $

/5

11.6 - 18 OZ.

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE
FRESH SWEET

CANTALOUPES

HONEY DEWS

$ 19

$ 49

2

FRESH YELLOW

FRESH GREEN

BELL PEPPERS

$ 00

2

1

/99

1 LB.

KRAFT

/2
$ 99
6

VELVEETA
LOAF
.......................................
2 LB. .

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SHREDDED
$ 99
CHEESE
.....................................

2
SOUR CREAM 2/$4
ORANGE JUICE $279
16 OZ.
DAISY

16 OZ. ....................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

128 OZ. ....................................

6 CT.

3

EACH

QUARTER
3$
MARGARINE
.......................................

FROZEN
$ 99
COB
CORN
........................................

EACH

ONIONS
3 LB. BAG

PIGGLY WIGGLY

PICTSWEET

FRESH CALIFORNIA

EACH

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

3

PER LB.

BAKED
BEANS

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

¢

1

PIGGLY WIGGLY

CRINKLE CUT
$ 99
POTATOES
............................
GRADE A 5 LB.

FRESH EXPRESS

SALAD MIX

3

SAVE ON

EDWARDS
$ 99
FROZEN
PIES
..............................

5
$ 00 BREAD STICKS 2 $
/4

1

12 OZ.

25.5 - 36 OZ.

COLE'S GARLIC

10.5 - 16 OZ. ..............................

