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Local families fear separation by ICE
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

WLBT TV-3 anchor Maggie Wade moderates forum. PHOTO BY BILL CHNADLER

A mother is arrested by Immigration and Costumes Enforcement agents because she doesn’t
have proper documentation to
be in the United States. Her
3-month-old baby is left behind

and placed in foster care.
There are many similar stories
of children being separated from
their foreign-born parents. The
children are American citizens
but their parents, for whatever
reason – financial or otherwise –
are still working to attain U.S. cit-

izenship. Most are from Mexico.
Maria Lopez invited six families to a forum at Fondren Church
Tuesday evening to discuss the
impact that deportation of undocumented immigrants has on
children. “Only one family had
the courage to show up,” said Lo-

NISSAN expands its commitment
to Mississippi’s HBCUs

pez, a community advocate who
works with Mexican immigrants
trying to navigate the complex
system of gaining citizenship
in this country. “The others said

Immigration
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The many
lawsuits and
sins of Wells
Fargo Bank
Part 2

By Othor Cain
Editor
Since 2003 Nissan has invested
more than $1M to area black colleges and universities (HBCUs) in
Mississippi. Wednesday, that figure
increased by $250,000 with a check
presentation to seven schools.
For the third year in a row, Nissan
has made this investment to promote
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) initiatives at
each school to inspire and develop
talent. “We are preparing the workforce for the future,” said Steve
March, vice president of Manufacturing at Nissan Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant. “Thanks to the cooperation
we have with these colleges, we can
continue to grow future engineers
and scientists who come and work in
this facility and other industries…so
its a pretty big day for us.”
At Nissan’s Canton Assembly
Plant, Nissan executives presented
donations to representatives from
Alcorn State University, Coahoma
Community College, Jackson State
University, Mississippi Valley State
University, Rust College, Tougaloo
College and first time awardee Hinds
Community College-Utica Campus.
“We have recognized for three
years Nissan’s investment in STEM
fields at these schools…we are doing
some amazing things on our campus
in these areas as well,” said an excited
Debra Mays Jackson, vice president
for the Utica and Vicksburg-Warren
campuses of Hinds Community College. “We are honored to be a first
time awardee and look forward to a
continued relationship.”
“Nissan recognizes that STEM
education is critical to developing
the next generation of innovators,”

Presidents and other leaders of Mississippi HBCUs receive $250,000 donation from NISSAN officials in Canton. PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY
said Jeffrey Webster, director of Diversity and Inclusion, Nissan North
America. “We are proud to continue
our commitment to Mississippi’s HB-

CUs with another $250,000 grant this
year.”
Resources provided to each institution will be used to promote a range

of STEM-related programs and departments, including applied sciences, engineering, math, computer and
information science and many more.

By Dr. John E. Warren
Intergovernmental Affairs
NNPA Contributing Writer
During the last ten years, a reported 109 lawsuits have been
filed against Wells Fargo Bank
covering 43 subject areas.
Some of these are:
Breach of Contract, Breach of
Fiduciary Duty, Breach of Good
Faith, Collusion to illegally set
ATM Rates, Conspiracy, Discrimination against Minorities,
Employee Unpaid Overtime,
Excessive ATM Fees, Excessive
Overdraft Fees, False Certification Falsified Documents, Hidden
Illegal Fees. Improper Investment
Advice, Inflated Insurance to Pay
for Kickbacks, Insurance Overcharges; Loan Modification Denials; Mortgage Origination Fraud,
Predatory Lending Practices,
Property Conversion, Racial Discrimination; Recording False Affidavits; Robosigning, Securities
Fraud; Selling Properties they did
not own, Unlawful Termination

Wells Fargo

Continued on page 3

Sexual assault hidden secrets revealed in book ‘Married to Sin’

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Inside

According to the National Sexual
Violence Resource Center, unwanted sexual contact is known as sexual violence. This type of abusive
behavior can claim anyone, despite
his/her age. It can occur as force,
threats, manipulation or coercion.
Not only is the person under attack
affected, the entire family can feel
the devastating blow.
Co-authors Darlene D. Collier
and Meredith C. McGee flood the
pages of their book ‘Married to Sin’
with the Mose Dantzler family’s
hidden secrets of sexual and physical abuse for many years. This trauma narrative confronts the evils and
perils of the abusive behaviors and
claims healing as a sound dosage of
medication and remedy to the bondage in which victims and their loved
ones find themselves.
“Darlene Collier discovered this

path of personal healing on her own
and by sharing her story she has
given the world a wonderful work
that has the potential to benefit
other victims and enlighten those
of us who love them and work with
them,” said Mississippi Gulf Coast
psychotherapist Vickie Barlow.
Collier, a Brandon resident, said
during a telephone interview, “I was
molested by one of my relatives in
Heidelberg, Miss. he is still living
there.”
Reflecting on childhood encounters, Collier said remorsefully, “I
was scared to get off the school
bus. He would rub his private part
against me.”
Collier continued: “All five of
my children and my two grand boys
became victims of incest. I asked
my children not to touch my grand
boys. I didn’t know what was going
on. I told them we all had to work
through it. Rape started with my in-

laws. The mother-in-law would let
my daughter Renae kiss her and the
in-laws had the children rape each
other. My husband raped his sisters.
I wasn’t strong enough to get out of
the marriage.”
Collier claimed that she remained
in her marriage because she feared
God. “God eventually freed me
when my husband died in 2008,”
she contended.
Co-author McGee was interviewed in her home. She contends
that incest existed in the Dantzler
family for three generations on King
Cotton Road in rural Brandon, Miss.
Collier’s children Renae and Junior
were molested as early as ages four
and five. McGee went on to say that
this culture of sexual abuse was so
deep that when he was a teen, Junior
raped Ranae and James.
The sexual abuse was met with
consequences. According to McGee, Renae resorted to drug abuse
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and became a promiscuous nymphomaniac who willingly engaged
in sexual relations with one of her
uncles. “Though she no longer
uses drugs, Renae has never really
healed because she never had the
proper help,” said McGee.
James and Junior became criminals. James’ first act of crime was to
steal his mother’s car and a yellow
school bus. James has been in and
out of jail.
“Junior was involved in a love triangle between his wife and a distant
relative,” said McGee.
Junior has been out of prison since
2011 and has not been in trouble.
McGee indicated that molestation
occurred when Collier and her husband were away from home. “But
people act out this culture when it’s
taught to them,” she said.

Assault

Continued on page 3

Meredith Coleman McGee, sits in the comfort of her home
holding two copies of the book Married to Sin that she coauthored with Darlene D. Collier, sexual assault victim. The
book has English and Spanish translations.
PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
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they heard police or ICE agents would be there
and feared they would be arrested if they came.”
The discussion centered on how deportation
of parents affects children left behind and even
before deportation, how children are affected
knowing their parents are at risk.
The forum was organized by Matt McGue,
pastor of One Church in Ridgeland, and Israel
Martinez, owner of Torshel, a storm shelters
business.
“We love our city, we love our state, and we
ask how we can make it a better place for all people?” McGue said.
“Deportation is not just an important topic for
Mississippi, it is important nationally,” said Martinez. President Trump has proposed building
stronger walls to keep Mexicans from crossing
the United States border via the deserts into Arizona and the Rio Grande River into Texas.
Panelists at the forum, moderated by Maggie
Wade of WLBT-TV Channel 3, were Patricia Ice,
legal projects director for Mississippi Immigration Rights Alliance (MIRA) and an immigration
attorney; Maria Lopez, a community advocate
who translates for people who are not yet fluent in English and helps immigrants understand
their rights; and Juan Gonzalez, an English as a
Second Language (ESL) instructor for about 150
students in the Madison County School District.
The forum drew about 75 people, including
Jackson Mayor Tony Yarbor; mayoral candidate
Ronnie Crudup; and Ebony Lumumba, wife of
mayoral candidate Chokwe A. Lumumba, who
said she was there to gain information on the issue.
Wade asked the panel what did they see as the
most traumatic impact on children in the state
regarding deportations of parents? The main
response: “Fear.” Fear of being separated from
their parents, fear of having to go to a land they
know nothing of if they were born in the U.S. and
having to go to Mexico with their parents; fear
for their relatives.
This fear, said Gonzalez, keeps Mexican
American families from becoming a part of and
interacting with communities they live and work
in. They don’t go to community parks, community events, even stores for food and other essentials, he said. “It forces families to keep to themselves,” said Gonzalez.
He said because many children understand the
language better than their parents – due to schooling – they are more aware than their parents and
they resist going to their parents with issues they
have in school – such as bullying from other stu-

In retrospect McGee stated
that readers considered the book
a relief if they had experienced
these things in their families and
were able to move on.
“Darlene moved on to be happy. She made it and kept moving forward, doing great things,”
McGee claimed.
Maggie Wade, Juan Gonzalez, Maria Lopez and Patricia Ice PHOTO BY BILL CHANDLER
dents because of their differences in language
and life experiences.
The panel addressed media images, mostly
television videos that show Mexicans crossing
border walls and fences. All agreed the images
are exaggerated presentations of the immigrant
experience that fuel negative reactions.
Gonzalez relayed his own experience of answering questions from people who assume he
crossed the border by land or river. They wanted
to know what it was like, when in fact, Gonzalez
came to the U.S. by plane with a Visa and passport. Some assumed he would look for a manual
labor job until he explained otherwise.
A video that has gone viral of a father being arrested by ICE while dropping his daughter off at
school has provoked fear and outrage.
Mississippi is home to 62,889 immigrants. Of
those, 85.4 percent of the children in Mississippi
are U.S. citizens.
Many children who are left behind end up in
the state’s foster care system if they are not left
with relatives or friends.
The panel shared information about what immigrant families should do to protect themselves
and their children if they are visited by ICE officials. What they should and should not say, what
to do if a law officer comes to their home. Information can be found at www.yourmira.org, or by
calling (601) 968-5182.
What would be of help in dealing with the immigrant situation? Lopez and Ice said it would
be good for people to have conversations with
their state congressmen and businessmen, many
of whom employ undocumented immigrants but
don’t want to let state government officials know
about it.
Another forum will be held at the church June
20.
Stephanie R. Jones can be reached at srjones13@gmail.com or (601) 454-0372.
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Collier’s message to parents
is: “Nobody loves your children
more than you. It pays to talk to
your children. Talk to them and
question them. Keep your children with you at all times. Watch
them at all times. If you don’t
watch them, the devil will get
his hands on them.”

Persons interested in engaging in conversation with coauthors Meredith McGee and
Darlene Collier may visit their
websites
www.darlenecollier.
com or www.meredithetc@bellsouth.net or call 601-715-0734
or 601-372-0229.

the Federal False Claims Act
– false certification, mortgage
lies, seeking 100s of millions of dollars. In August of
that same year, the Security
Exchange Commission fined
Wells Fargo Bank $6.5 million for violation of section 8A
of the Securities Act of l933.
In the February 2013 case of
Malta vs. Wells Fargo Bank
brought in California, Wells
Fargo was sued for alleged violation of the Telephone Consumer Protection Act by calling cell phones without prior
consent using an automated
dialer or with a prerecorded
voice message. Denying any
liability, Wells Fargo Bank
agreed to pay $17.1 million to
fully resolve the matters.
In 2014 in the case of Garcia
et al vs. Wells Fargo, the bank
was sued for violating the California unfair competition law
by deceiving its customers that
debit card purchases would be
posted chronologically to their
accounts when in fact Wells
Fargo posted them in a highto-low order for the sole purpose of generating overdraft
fees. The bank was ordered to
pay $203 million
In 2015 in the case of Militello vs. Wells Fargo Bank
suit was brought for Trust
Fraud alleging (1) Breach of
Fiduciary Duty, (2) Conspiracy
to Defraud and (3) Negligence

and Gross Negligence. The
bank was ordered to pay $8
million.
In January of 2016 in the case
of Manuel vs. Wells Fargo, the
bank agreed to a settlement of
$12 million to resolve a class
action lawsuit that claimed the
financial institution allegedly
violated the federal Fair Credit
Reporting Act (FCRA) after
denying employment to a job
applicant based on the results
of a background check report.
In August of 2016, the U.S.
Consumer Fair Practices Board
sued Wells Fargo bank for
charging illegal fees on student
loans. The bank was fined $3.6
million. In February of that
same year, the same federal
agency charged Wells Fargo
mortgage brokers with receiving illegal kickbacks in return
for borrower referrals for title
insurance and settlement services, from to 2009 to early
2014. The settlement fine was
$16.2 million.
Coming up to September
2016, the same U.S. Consumer
Fair Practices Board and the
case of People vs. Wells Fargo
& Co. in the Los Angeles Superior Court brought suit against
Wells Fargo for “secretly ramming phony accounts down
customer’s throats”. The bank
agreed to a settlement of $185
million.
Wells Fargo is bracing for its

Wells Fargo
Continued from page 1

of Employees; Violating Truth
in Lending Laws and Wrongful
Foreclosures.
The following highlights a
few of the cases related to the
above mentioned specific lawsuits:
November 2007, in Gipson
et. al. vs. Wells Fargo, the
bank was sued for Breach of
Fiduciary Duty by allegedly
engaging in prohibited transactions. In October 2008 Hagens
Berman sued Wells Fargo for
excessive overdraft fees charging that customer transactions
were illegally reordered so as
to maximize late and overdraft
fees.
In 2010, the City of Baltimore, Md. sued Wells Fargo
for Predatory Lending – Ghetto Loans. The judge dismissed
the case and blamed the recession; In 2012 in the case of
Ward et al. vs. Wells Fargo, the
bank, was sued for Breach of
Contract-Wrongful Foreclosure; in February 2011, in a
class action lawsuit brought in
the State of Georgia on behalf
of veterans, the court found
that Wells Fargo overcharged
veterans on mortgages and was
forced to pay $10 million.
In October of 2012, the U.S.
Department of Justice brought
suit against Wells Fargo Bank
in the U.S. District Court of
Manhattan on charges of “a
decade of misconduct under
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JSU Creative Arts Festival
escalates to 11th year

Mark G. Henderson and MADDRAMA PHOTOS BTJANICE NEAL-VINCENT
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer
For the last seven years Robert Luckett, Jackson State University’s director of the Margaret
Walker Center, has been instilling academic
achievement in students by continuing the Creative Arts Festival.
The festival came into existence as a result
of a 2005 trip to the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis that generated discussion
about a possible conference. Upon returning to
campus, students were given ten questions to
research based upon theories of communication.
These questions sparked attention from faculty
and students across campus, thereby giving rise
to the First Annual Spoken Word Creative Fest/
Conference. Two high schools, Natchez and
Piney Woods Country Life School, competed
with original orations, poetry and storytelling.
Charles C. Chiplin was the first artist-in-residence who shared his book Roads from the Bottom and original poetry.
Since its inception the conference has grown
with national scholars, artists and activists who
have come highly qualified to challenge students
to realize their potential as they delve into issueoriented materials regarding civil rights, human
rights and the human condition.
Cornelius Eady, professor of English and the
Miller Family Endowed Chair in Literature and
Writing at the University of Missouri-Columbia,
delivered this year’s keynote address in the JSU
Student Center Theater. Co-founder of Cave Canem (with Toi Derricote), a national organization
for African American poetry and poets, Eady has
authored eight books.
The scholar addressed a number of themes
while sharing many poetry selections. In his
challenge to students to become proactive in their
immediate surroundings and society at large,
Eady focused on victimage rhetoric; whites’ perceptions of blacks; whites’ values thrusted upon
blacks; blacks becoming reflections of white
supremacy; black mutation of systematic structures; mythological perversion of blacks; traditional placating for black survival; mechanisms
by the white power structure to wipe out the
black race; and meeting places for connection
and discussion about blackness.
This year’s two-day event, which was held
April 12 and 13, had eleven concurrent sessions
with thirty student presentations that acknowledged multiple themes and perspectives. The
sessions’ entries were composed of poetry, essays, visual art, round table discussion and the
30th of May documentary which revealed the
untold story of an African American-led Memorial Day tradition in the Deep South that flowed
to the Civil War.
Recipients of the Margaret Walker Award submitted essays and were all JSU students.
Ranks and paper titles included: first place –
Brittany Keys – Triggers; tying in second place
were – Lynda Hasberry – Silent Culture among
African Americans and Maya Miller – A Black
Woman Growing Up in the South; and third
place – Brittany Latham – The Reclamation of
Queer Diaspora Literature.
Renowned poet and former JSU student Charlie Braxton engaged in a round table discussion.
MADDRAMA Performance Troupe, founded
and directed by Mark G. Henderson, rendered an
original theatrical performance.
Luckett remarked, “The festival was founded
to do the type of work that Margaret did when
she was here and to provide an outlet for students. I am pleased with quality of student participants and the people we have had to come to
participate.”
Helen Crump, Ph.D co-coordinated, with Robert Luckett, the 2017 Creative Arts Festival.
Next year’s scheduled featured artist is Frank
X Walker, professor of English at the University
of Kentucky and former Poet Laureate of Kentucky.
Janice Neal-Vincent, former coordinator of
Speech Communication Studies at JSU, is founder of the Spoken Word Creative Arts Festival.
For inquiries contact Robert Luckett at 601979-3935 or 601-826-8600.

L Cornelius Eady (right), professor of English/Miller
Family Endowed Chair in Literature and Writing – University of Missouri-Columbia with JSU professor of
English, C. Leigh McInnis.

Robert Luckett, director- 11th Annual Creative Arts
Festival
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Celebrating 10 years, Toyota rolls out
welcome mat, announces visitor center
Mississippi Plant anniversary celebration also includes $350,000 in donations to STEM, family literacy programs
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Toyota is rolling out the welcome mat at its Blue Springs
manufacturing facility. The automaker today announced it will
build a nearly $10 million visitor
and interactive training center
that will offer public tours showcasing how nearly 2,000 Mississippians produce ever better
Corolla vehicles. That announcement came during a celebration
of the 10 year anniversary of the
groundbreaking for Toyota Mississippi.
Sean Suggs, vice president of
manufacturing for Toyota Mississippi, said this is an opportunity to tell the story of the quality
work Mississippi team members
put forth daily. “This investment
will allow us to build an interactive visitor and training center
that will spotlight the Corolla’s
rise to the best selling car in the
world, as well as delve into the
history of Toyota and our Blue
Springs facility. It represents a
continued commitment to our
team members and the Northeast
Mississippi community.”
During guided group plant
tours, guests will see the Toyota
Production System at work. Construction on the 15,000 square
foot visitor and interactive training center is expected to begin
late 2018 with a targeted completion date in mid 2019.
Visitors, however, won’t have
to wait long to tour the plant.
Toyota Mississippi will begin
offering plant tours on May 1,
2017. One hour tours are available Tuesdays and Thursdays at
9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.,
with each tour able to accommodate 12 people. Reservations
are required and may be made by
calling 662-317-3002 or emailing
tourms@toyota.com.
Team
member
Bethanie
Humphries hopes tour goers will
gain an appreciation for the plant
and what it means to the community. A native of northeast Mississippi, she moved away after
college and worked for another
automaker. “When I heard Toyota was building a plant in Blue
Springs, I jumped at the chance to
move closer to my family with my
daughter, as well as work for an
industry leader. Nine years later, I
can tell you, we all have a sense of
pride when we tell people, ‘I work
for Toyota Mississippi.’”
Toyota Mississippi President
Akitoshi Ichino said continued
investment in the plant is a testament to the dedication of team
members. “They are proud to produce high quality vehicles, safely,
every day. It’s their hard work that
keeps our plant competitive.”
Ground was broken on the
1,700 acre Northeast Mississippi
site in April 2007. Later this year,
the 1 millionth Corolla will roll
off the line at the 2 million square
foot facility.
“The addition of a visitor and
interactive training center demonstrates Toyota’s commitment
to growing the region’s economy
through new investment while
highlighting the plant and its
skilled workforce,” Gov. Phil
Bryant said. “Since announcing it
would locate this state of the art
facility in Mississippi, Toyota has
continued to place our state and
thriving automotive industry on
the global stage. The new visitor and training center will allow
people from around the world to
witness first hand the numerous
reasons the world’s best selling
vehicle is made right here in Mississippi.”
Over the past 60 years, Toyota
has invested nearly $22 billion in
its American facilities. In 2017,
the automaker announced a commitment to invest $10 billion in
its U.S. manufacturing plants

Toyota Mississippi Vice President of Administration Mike Botkin emphasized that
Toyota Mississippi is committed to the
communities where its team members live,
work and play.
over the next five years. Based on
2015 data, Toyota’s total U.S. employment impact is 470,100 jobs
(direct, indirect and spin off), according to a study by the Center
for Automotive Research (CAR)
– an independent think tank.
Building the community
Toyota also announced donations totaling $350,000 during
the anniversary celebration. The
contributions focus on investing
in the next generation through
programs for STEM and family
literacy.
A $175,000 gift was given to
the National Center for Families
Learning (NCFL) to establish
a Toyota Family Learning program in Tupelo. It is being implemented at three Family Resource
Center of Northeast Mississippi
sites. Research shows the model
elevates the parent and the child
through two generation literacy,
providing parents with workforce
and life skills, and, improving educational outcomes for students
throughout their academic career.
Toyota has partnered with
NCFL for 26 years, investing
more than $46 million in the organization’s two generation literacy model. In that time, Toyota
Family Literacy programs have
touched the lives of more than
2 million families at nearly 300
sites in 57 communities and in 32
states.
The Toyota USA Foundation
also donated $175,000 to Mississippi BEST (Boosting Engineering Science and Technology) Robotics at Mississippi State
University. The program exposes
middle and high school students
to the engineering design process. The students participate in
a six week robot building program where they design, build
and present their creation during
a business and marketing competition. Toyota Mississippi has
worked with local schools over
the past six years to increase participation in the program by students and mentors.
The donation is the largest
ever made to Mississippi BEST
Robotics, highlighting Toyota’s
commitment to investing in programs that encourage students to
participate in a STEM fields.
“We must invest in our future workforce and need more
skilled workers to continue making quality vehicles at Toyota
Mississippi,” said Mike Botkin,
vice president of administration
at Toyota Mississippi. “Toyota
Family Learning through NCFL
and Mississippi BEST Robotics
at MSU are working to build the
pipeline of skilled workers of tomorrow.”
Earlier this year, Toyota also
announced a $750,000 donation
to the 2 Museum Project in Jackson, Miss. The donation, in conjunction with Mississippi’s 200th
year of statehood, will provide for
a permanent gallery – the Toyota
Gallery – at the Mississippi Civil
Rights Museum, and will help
advance programming at the Mu-

Sean Suggs, Toyota Mississippi vice
president of manufacturing, announced
a new interactive visitor and training center will be built on the Toyota Mississippi
campus. The center represents an almost
$10 million dollar investment and should
be complete by mid-2019.

seum of Mississippi History.
The donations speak to Toyota’s commitment to investing in
the communities where its team
members live, work and play,
Botkin said. For Toyota Mississippi, it began at the groundbreaking in 2007 when a $50 million Toyota Wellspring Education
Fund was announced to enhance
public education in Pontotoc,
Union and Lee counties.

Donations totaling $350,000 were announced during the 10-year anniversary celebration
at Toyota Mississippi today. Michael Medalla with the Toyota USA Foundation presented
a check for $175,000 to Mississippi BEST Robotics. Akitoshi Ichino, president of Toyota
Mississippi, and Sean Suggs, Toyota Mississippi vice president of manufacturing, presented a check for $175,000 to the National Center for Families Learning.

Toyota has donated more than
$3.2 million to local non profits to meet the critical needs and
improve the quality of life for the
people of Mississippi since 2011.
Team members are also working
hard to impact their communities,
logging more than 25,000 volunteer hours since Toyota Mississippi launched its “Leave Your
Print” program in 2012.
Toyota Mississippi will con-

tinue to celebrate its 10 year anniversary throughout the year with
a culminating free community
concert in November.
About Toyota
Toyota (NYSE:TM), creator of
the Prius and the Mirai fuel cell
vehicle, is committed to advancing mobility through our Toyota
and Lexus brands. Over the past
60 years, we’ve produced more
than 30 million cars and trucks in

North America, where we operate 14 manufacturing plants (10
in the U.S.) and directly employ
more than 44,000 people (more
than 34,000 in the U.S.). Our
1,800 North American dealerships (nearly 1,500 in the U.S.)
sold almost 2.6 million cars and
trucks (2.45 million in the U.S.) in
2016 – and about 85 percent of all
Toyota vehicles sold over the past
15 years are still on the road.
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Forest Hill art phenom wins
Lanier JROTC top
multiple state, national art contests cadet wins national
essay contest

Donahue
Mississippi Link Newswire
Forest Hill High School senior Jeremy Donahue has been
awarded two of the highest art
awards in the state of Mississippi and one of the highest in
the nation. Donahue is in the
Art IV and drawing/painting
art classes taught by Renna
Moore.
Donahue’s work entitled
“Man Eater” was a Gold Key
Award and an American Visions Nominee in the Scholastic Art Awards of 2016 Mississippi Regional Competition.
These are the highest awards
at the state level. Donahue’s
artwork was also on display
at the Mississippi Museum of
Art.
Advancing to the national
level, Donahue received the

Donahue’s Man Eater Gold Key, American Visions,
National Gold Medal
coveted National Gold Medal
Award. His medal will be
awarded this summer in New
York City at Carnegie Hall,
and his artwork will be displayed at Parson’s School of
Design and Pratt Art College.
His artwork will then be published and sent on a national
tour of art museums.
“This puts him as not only

Donahue’s United Through Art Youth Art Month “Flags
Across America” State Winner

the top winning drawing from
JPS, but his work also won
over all of the other schools in
Mississippi,” said Moore.
Donahue is the overall winner for the state of Mississippi
in the Youth Art Month “Flags
Across America” design competition. His design will be
made into a flag and displayed
at the National Art Educators

Association Convention in
New York. The Mississippi Art
Education Association joined
other state art organizations to
participate in the competition.
Donahue will receive a
$1,500 cash prize, and Moore,
his teacher, will receive $2,000
in art supplies. The awards are
sponsored by Sargent Art Supplies.

Mississippi Link Newswire
Lanier High School’s Cadet of
the Year, Cadet Lt. Col. Tiffany
Bryant, has won first place in the
U.S. Army JROTC National Essay Contest for 2016–2017. The
theme for this year’s essay was
“Service to Others.”
Judges graded essays by strict
standards of excellence. The
essay contest is one way the
JROTC motivates young people
to be better citizens. It exposes
cadets to national writing standards that prepare them for college and careers.
First, second and third place
national winners will receive
a cash prize and a paid trip to
Washington, D.C. Bryant will
receive a letter of congratulation
from the Commanding General
of U.S. Army Cadet Command
and a gift card for $375 for winning first place. She will also get
a paid trip to Washington, D.C.
to be recognized at the JROTC
Leadership and Academic Bowl
Awards in June.
Bryant is the Cadet Battalion
Commander for Lanier High
School JROTC. She is currently
ranked number two out of 153
juniors in her class and she has
a GPA of 3.6. She received the
JROTC Scholastic Excellence

Bryant

Award for highest grade point
average among cadets at her
school.
Bryant participates in the
Jackson State University Summer Institute Interdisciplinary
Nanotoxicity Program. She has
attended the JROTC STEM
(science, technology, engineering and mathematics) Camp at
Mississippi State University. She
also attended the JROTC Cadet
Leadership Challenge Program
at Camp Shelby.
This summer, she is scheduled
to attend Girls State at the University of Southern Mississippi.

Comcast Cares Day
Mississippi Link Newswire
Spann Elementary School is seeking volunteers to participate in Comcast Cares Day Saturday, April 22,
at the school located at 1615 Brecon
Drive. During the event, volunteers
will assist in painting and landscaping from 8 a.m.–2 p.m.
Volunteers are also needed for
prep work Tuesday, April 18 and
Wednesday, April 19 from 3–6 p.m.
To sign up, please visit the Spann
Elementary School Beautification Project page at www.comcastinthecommunit y.com/Project/
Detail?projectId=8598 and complete the form.
Comcast Cares Day began in 2001
with 6,100 volunteers helping to improve approximately 100 community sites. Today, it is the nation’s largest single-day corporate volunteer
event. Last year, a record-breaking
100,000-plus volunteers participated in beautifying neighborhoods
and schools across the United States.
For more information, please
contact Principal Nicole Menotti at
(601) 987-3532.
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Students look forward to Harris’ 2017 Kristina Brown named
Miss Alcorn State
Spring Commencement address
University 2017-2018

The Mississippi Link Newswire
For Alcorn State University
senior and mass communications major Darren Walker, receiving the advice from ESPN’s
Alton Jay Harris at the upcoming 2017 Spring Commencement will be an honor. He believes that Harris’ speech will
inspire him to one day pursue
his interest in sports journalism.
“I can’t wait to receive the
message from a seasoned journalist who works for a major
network,” said Walker. “His position with ESPN gives me hope
in my pursuit to make journalism my career. It inspires me,
and it helps me to realize the
possibilities for my future.”
Harris is set to deliver the
commencement speech Saturday, May 6, in the Davey L.
Whitney HPER Complex.
A native of Norfolk, Virginia,
Harris was named one of the anchors for the 7 a.m. SportsCenter: AM program in February
2016. He joined ESPN in February 2003 as an anchor. Prior
to his current role, Harris was
a news anchor and reporter at
WPGH-TV in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Harris has more than 25 years
of experience in television and
radio, including morning news
anchor at WAMO-FM and national news at American Urban Radio Networks, both in
Pittsburgh, and at WOMI-FM
in Norfolk, Virginia. His work
outside of sports included the
trapped coal miners near Pittsburgh, and while in Virginia,

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Harris
the fatal USS Iowa battleship
explosion.
Donzell Lee, provost and executive vice president for Academic Affairs, said that Harris
is the perfect choice to deliver
the message to the graduates.
“Jay Harris is an astute journalist who is a great communicator,” said Lee. “Considering
his many years of experience as
a broadcaster, and particularly
his current assignment as an anchor with ESPN’s SportsCenter,
he will be able to inform and
challenge our graduates with
a great message. His intellectual acumen, combined with his
down-to-earth demeanor, made
him an easy choice for our May
2017 commencement.”
Some of Harris’s honors include being part of SportsCenter’s Sports Emmy-winning

efforts in 2004 and 2005. He
was also a recipient of the Silver World Medal from the New
York Festival Awards, Robert
L. Vann Award from the Pittsburgh Black Media Federation
and an EXCEL Award from the
Hampton Roads Black Media
Professionals. He was honored
by his alma mater, Old Dominion University, with the Distinguished Alumni Award in 2003.
Monique Mansfield, also a
senior, mass communications
major, believes that seeing a
successful African-American
journalist will give aspiring
journalists the confidence they
need to pursue their dream jobs.
“It’s empowering to see an
African-American
journalist
who has made his way to national media,” said Mansfield.
“It shows us here at Alcorn that

there are a ton of options in the
media world for us. It will give
future sports journalists some
insight into what to expect.”
After meeting a few Alcornites in Atlanta, Georgia during
the inaugural Air Force Reserve
Celebration Bowl in 2015, Harris was impressed with their
welcoming and friendly personalities. His interaction made
his decision to deliver the commencement speech an easy one.
“I accepted the invitation
to give the 2017 Spring Commencement speech at Alcorn
because of the friendliness and
professionalism from people
I’ve gotten to know from the
University,” said Harris. “There
is a palpable love for, and a genuine pride in the University and
its students, and I wanted to be a
part of that, even for just a day.”

Tiger Fund roars by with $25,000 donation

Becoming Miss Sophomore
during the 2015-2016 academic
year gave senior, psychology
major Kristina Brown insight
into what comes with being a
part of Alcorn State University’s Student Government
Association. Her stint as Miss
Sophomore opened her mind
to bigger goals; one of those
goals was becoming the campus queen.
“After I wrapped up my time
as Miss Sophomore, I enjoyed
it so much that I had to run for
another position,” said Kristina,
a Jackson, Mississippi native.
“That gave me the confidence
to run for a bigger position. So
it’s safe to say that running for
Miss Alcorn is something that
I’ve wanted to do for a while.”
Brown’s dream came true
April 4 when she was crowned
Miss Alcorn State University 2017-2018 in the James L.
Bolden Campus Union. She
plans to implement initiatives
that would bring more activities
on campus for students, start a
messaging system where students receive important news
via text message and launch a
mentoring program for young
ladies.
Knowing that she is the next
Miss Alcorn is something that
Brown is still processing. Although she said she has to get
used to her new role, she’s very
excited about her future.
“It hasn’t really hit me yet.
I’m still getting adjusted to being called Miss Alcorn. It’s a
great feeling to know that I will
be one of the faces for the student body.”
When Brown arrived on
campus as a freshman, she noticed how then Miss Alcorn

Brown

Cortni Cooper remained respectful and approachable in
her position. Seeing that gave
her the inspiration she needed
to pursue SGA positions.
“Seeing how humble she was
in her position made me look
up to her. I feel that I’m very
humble and sociable like she is,
so she made me feel that I could
achieve the same goal that she
did.”
Being Miss Alcorn comes
with lots of opportunities, and
Brown plans to take advantage
her moment. She looks forward to meeting new people
and forming relationships that
would help make Alcorn an
even better.
“My main priority is to
bridge the gap between the
student body and SGA and become more unified. I’m looking forward to networking and
meeting SGA courts from other
schools. I’m also excited to get
to know other Alcorn alumni.”
With her position, Brown
plans to inspire others to relentlessly pursue their dreams.
“I will use my platform to let
people, especially young girls,
know that anything is possible.
I want to encourage them to follow their dreams and never give
up.”

Technology professor is
re-elected as director of
international honor society

Seated left to right: Maxine Johnson; Clemontine Whitaker; Dr. Rod Paige, interim president of JSU; Gloria Tatum and Gailya Porter. Standing left to right:
Sandra Hodge, vice president of JSU institutional advancement; Wheeler Brown, director of JSU athletics; Lindsey Horton, associate vice president of
JSU public safety; Robert Cook, president of the JSU Tiger Fund; Jesse Thompson; Eltorry Ficklin and Jimmie Harmon PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Today, the JSU Tiger Fund,
literally, dropped off a big
check to the tune of $25,000.
Tiger Fund President Robert
Cook shared his sentiments
on the donation saying: “The
Tiger Fund exists solely to
support Jackson State University to enable Jackson State to

continue its mission of providing educational opportunities
and enrichment experiences
for young Mississippians and
young people from all walks
of life and all over the country.”
Organized in 2006, the Tiger
Fund is a 501(c)(3) foundation
that works in conjunction with

the JSU Development Foundation. Membership in the Tiger
Fund is open to all supporters.
“Many of us would not have
had the opportunity to enjoy
the lives and careers that we
have been privileged with and
blessed to enjoy,” Cook says
with pride. “Therefore, we
feel it’s our obligation to con-

tinue to support the institution
that has been so supportive
of us all of our life. It’s just
a way that we say thank you
and how we ensure that opportunities that were afforded
to us continue to be afforded
to young men and women who
are entrusting their future to
this fine institution.

Send Silence Packing initiative makes its way to Alcorn
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Over 100 empty book bags
were spread among Alcorn State
University’s campus green in
honor of those who committed
suicide.
Alcorn’s Active Minds Chapter presented the “Send Silence
Packing” exhibit on campus
March 21 to represent the number of college students who die
by suicide each year. Attached
on the bags were the stories of
suicide victims from across the
country.
“Send Silence Packing” was
first unveiled in 2008 on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.
Since then, more than 200,000
people in over 100 cities throughout the country have experienced
the traveling exhibit.

Dani Lukens, an outreach coordinator for Active Minds who
graduated from the University of
Vermont in 2012, got involved
with the organization after almost
losing her best friend to suicide.
That experience was confirmation that she was meant to make
an impact in the lives of those
struggling with mental illness.
“The thought of losing my
best friend really affected my
life,” said Lukens. “I couldn’t
imagine my life without him, so
I knew that I had to get involved
with spreading awareness about
mental illness. Active Minds is
an amazing organization that I’m
proud to be a part of.”
Some of the University’s students took time to read some of
the stories attached to the book

bags. Akia Wright, a senior, felt
that it was a great way for the
organization to shed light on the
victims’ stories.
“This is a nice way to remember those who died, and it’s great
that they gave us their story so
that we could know a little about
them,” said Wright. “It’s interesting to learn the signs of suicide so
that you can help before it reaches a breaking point.”
The exhibit was an eye opening
experience for Gabriel Holmes,
a junior. He said that the stories
changed his outlook on life.
“Seeing these stories really
makes me appreciate life more,”
said Holmes. “These students
could have lived successful lives
had they gotten help. They left
before their time, so it makes me

grateful to still be alive, and it
makes me aware of suicide and
its warning signs.”
Martha Ravola, assistant vice
president for academic program
support in Academic Affairs,
said that the initiative was perfect
for spreading the message about
mental illness on campus.
“The visual campaign has definitely sparked a conversation on
mental health at Alcorn,” said
Ravola. “It was moving to watch
students, faculty and staff read
the stories with teary eyes, share
their experiences and express the
need to identify the behavioral
health needs of our students.”
If you, or someone you know,
are battling with mental health
issues, contact Alcorn’s Counseling Services at (601) 877-6230.

Jessica L. Murphy, associate professor in the Jackson State University Department of Technology. PHOTO BY JIM EWING
By Kordell Irving
jsumsnews.com
“I am elated to have been reelected as the Region 2 director, and I’m looking forward to
this distinguished opportunity
to further endorse Epsilon Pi
Tau’s mission here at Jackson
State University and throughout the southern region,” said
Murphy.
EPT is the leading international honor society for technology. It recognizes the academic excellence of students
in fields devoted to the study of
technology and the preparation
of practitioners for the technology professions. EPT also extends the honor of membership
and advancement activities to
outstanding practitioners in the
technology professions, scholars with exemplary research interests in technology in society
and/or persons who have significantly supported or advanced
technology professions.
All prospective members of
these groups must meet EPT
professional and leadership
performance criteria.
“Epsilon Pi Tau helps to promote technological capability

and skills, professional proficiency and research, and I deem
it an honor to be affiliated with
such a dynamic organization
promoting these ideals,” Murphy added.
Murphy was inducted into
EPT as an undergraduate student and remained active with
this organization. In 2006,
she became Delta Beta chapter trustee/advisor at JSU. The
Delta Beta chapter is hosted
by the Department of Industrial Systems and Technology.
Recognized for her service and
leadership in EPT, she was
nominated and first elected as
Region 2 director in 2014 and
served a 3-year term.
In addition to benefiting the
careers and lives of its members, EPT continually seeks to
serve, support and strengthen
the technology professions.
Through publications, conferences, thought leadership, as
well as alliances with corporations, professional associations,
government agencies, and nongovernmental organizations,
EPT incessantly strives to reinforce the technology professions.
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Journey from bondage to destiny
By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
This first message lays the
foundation
for
this series.
The word for
Egypt in Genesis 50:26 is
mits-rah’-yim (Mizraim), which
means tribulations. Therefore,
Abraham’s descendants that lived
in Egypt ended up living in tribulation or bondage.
In Genesis 15:13-14, He said
to Abram, “Know for sure that
your seed will live as foreigners in
a land that is not theirs, and will
serve them. They will afflict them
four hundred years. I will also
judge that nation, whom they will
serve. Afterward they will come
out with great wealth (WEB).
God told Abraham his descendants would be slaves in Egypt,
but after 400 years, God would
punish their oppressors and make
their oppressors bless them for
their service. Every negative thing
your enemy does to you, God is
going to turn them into a positive
(blessing). You won’t come out of
your trial empty handed.
Notice the Hebrews were
guaranteed great wealth. Genesis
15:14 says they will come out
with great wealth and the reason
was that they suffered great affliction; therefore, the greater the pain
the greater the payday.
The journey from Egypt starts
in Genesis 50:24, Then Joseph
said to his brothers, The time of
my death has come; but God will
keep you in mind and take you out
of this land into the land which he
gave by his oath to Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob. (BBE)
In other words, God will not
forget you; He will not forsake
you although 400 years is a long
time. He will make His move to
bring you out of the land of bondage because He will keep His
promise to Abraham.
Humanity was in sin and was
condemned, but God did not
forget us, which is why He sent
Jesus Christ to deliver us from
bondage and start us on a journey
of sanctification on our way to the
Promised Land not made with
human hands. As we make our
way through the Hebrews journey
from bondage to the Promised
Land, we will learn many lessons
along the way.
Remember, the enemy recognizes who you are and what that
means. Exodus 1:9, Look, the
people of the children of Israel

are more and mightier than we.
The Egyptians had control of
the Hebrews, so why did he say
they were more powerful than the
Egyptians. So, the king must have
noticed something unique about
them. It might have been that
since the Egyptian king did not
know God that perhaps he was
influenced by Satan who certainly
knew who the Israelites were.
When God is truly in your life,
no matter what your condition
may be, somebody will be able
to recognize that there is something about you. In Acts 19:15 a
demonic spirit said he knew who
Paul and Jesus was, but he didn’t
know the religious unsaved men.
Satan recognizes the true people
of God. Acts 4:13 says that the
enemies of Peter and John knew
they had no education and when
they listen to them it was clear
they had been with Jesus.
My point is: the enemy recognizes who we are and what that
means. Satan influenced the King
of Egypt against the Israelites as
he used the serpent against Eve in
the Garden of Eden. The enemy
knows who you are, and what
that means. Therefore, his plan is
to kill, steal and or destroy and if
these do not work then he wants
to find a way to keep you in bondage.
Let’s look at Satan’s plan to stop
the Israelites from fulfilling their
purpose. Exodus 1:10, Come, let
us deal wisely with them, lest they
multiply, and it happen that when
any war breaks out, they also join
themselves to our enemies, and
fight against us, and escape out of
the land.”
Two things at work here: The
King’s plan, which was to keep
the Hebrews as slaves (bondage)
so they could profit economically
and Satan’s plan, which was to not
only keep them in bondage but to
make sure they do not become the
nation that represents Almighty
God in the Promised Land or
Holy Land. Satan wants to keep
you in bondage so you cannot fulfill God’s plan for your life.
Satan will appoint people or use
people to oppress you. Exodus
1:11, Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with
their burdens. They built storage
cities for Pharaoh.
This is what happened in
America during slavery, the slave
masters put taskmasters in charge
of the slaves to discipline them
and make sure they got work out
of the slaves.
Satan will always have his

people in place to oppress God’s
people. What is interesting about
what happened in Egypt is that the
more the Egyptians oppress the
Hebrews the more the Hebrews
grew in number. Exodus 1:12,
But the more they afflicted them,
the more they multiplied and the
more they spread out. They were
grieved because of the children of
Israel.
Keep in mind that the Israelites
did not simply multiply because
the women were so fertile, but
God had to keep His promise to
Abraham. God began to multiply
the Israelites to set them up to
become a nation as promised to
Abraham. When God has a plan
for your life, and He starts to bring
it to pass, there is nothing the enemy can do to stop it, but this won’t
stop Satan from trying.
In Exodus 1:16 the king said
when the Hebrew women have
baby girls, let them live, but when
they have boys, then kill them.
If you want to paralyze a race of
people then find a way to mess
up the men. This is what has
happened to many black men in
America. The incarceration rates
disproportionately impact men
of color: one in every 15 African
American men and one in every
36 Hispanic men are incarcerated
in comparison to one in every 106
white men. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, one in
three black men can expect to go
to prison in their lifetime. If men
fall behind, the entire race falls
behind.
In Exodus 1:17-21, the midwives respected God and did not
kill the male babies as the king
instructed, and God was pleased
and blessed them. Ironically, this
chapter ends with the king telling
the Hebrews to cast all the male
babies into the Nile River. By the
way, the Nile River is frequently
referred to in the Old Testament
under the name of Sihor, which
means “the black stream.”
So, figuratively speaking, the
king said cast the male babies
into darkness or, to where they
don’t matter. I am afraid that this
is what has happened to many of
our black men in America, which
explains why we were so proud to
see Barak Obama, a black man,
who became highly significant in
the world.
The Guttmacher Institute
(the former research arm of the
Planned Parenthood Federation
for America), calculated that there
were 926,000 abortions in 2014
for women between ages 15 to 44.

There were 1.6 million abortions
registered in 1990. If you were to
calculate the number of abortions
on an average between 900,000
to 1 million per year since Roe v.
Wade 1973 it would be more than
40 million abortions.
What if Moses’ mother had listened to the king and killed him?
What if among those 40 million
aborted babies, was the next black
president? What if the one who
would have discovered a cure for
cancer was among that 40 million?
We know how the story turned
out. Moses’ life was spared and
later he became what Satan was
afraid of and that is the leader and
deliverer of the Hebrews. Now,
Satan probably figured this out at
some point while Moses lived in
Pharaoh’s castle, but perhaps God
held Satan back from spoiling his
plan. Watch this, when Moses
killed the Egyptian and someone
reported what he had done, he had
to leave Egypt and Satan probably
had a sigh of relief because now
the Hebrews had no deliverer.
But God waited until the king
died and then called Moses and
sent him back to finish what he
started. A mission delayed is not
a mission denied. Moses went
back to Egypt; went numerous
rounds with the new king until
the Hebrews were finally set free.
This takes us to the journey from
Egypt; the journey from bondage.
When the slaves were set free
in America, it came at a cost. The
Union was split and lives were
lost so that blacks could be free.
Deliverance requires sacrifice
and once people are delivered,
they ought to dedicate something.
Since Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
lost his life in the pursuit of human rights, we ought to dedicate
ourselves to becoming all that we
can be, because we owe people
like him that much.
We owe Fannie Lou Hamer,
George Washington Carver and
W.E.B. DuBois. We ought to get
as much education as we can,
work as hard as we can, and be
the best citizens we can. But most
of all, we owe Jesus Christ who
paid a price that we could not
pay Therefore, we owe Jesus the
most. He deserves our faithfulness, all of our love, service and
our praise.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor
of Makarios Worship Center, 464
Church Rd., Madison. He may be
reached by calling 601.260.3016,
601.855.7898 or e-mail him at
karab5@live.com

Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Easter weekend was beautiful. The temperature was very
pleasant and the
gentle
breeze
that accompanied it made for a wonderful
day of fellowship. In several locations across the midSouth, there were egg hunts,
picnics, parades, prayer services, plays, musicals, worship
services and re-enactments of
the last days of Christ’s physical existence taking place at a
variety of churches and other
locations.
During this season of love
for the greatest gift ever given
to mankind: the death, burial
and resurrection of Christ,
Christians were fully engrossed in the celebration of
honoring the season of new
beginnings.
On Easter Sunday morning, my family of four set out
to join my siblings and their
families for an Easter gathering. We set out very early Sunday morning, to make it to the
10:45 worship service at the
church we chose to visit and
what a wonderful time we had.
Members and guests gathered
to praise God for the gift of
His only begotten Son. Yes,
like many other places of worship on Easter Sunday, it was
standing room only.
Now, we all know that Easter Sunday is one of the most
blessed days of the year and
it is truly wonderful to have
churches filled beyond capacity for worship services but I
can’t help but ask, why can’t
every Sunday be like Easter
Sunday? God gives us a new
beginning of the week every
seven days, and He gives us
the opportunity to start a new
life every day of the week, so,
why do we wait until Easter
Sunday to try to capture that
new beginning?
I know – these questions are
hundreds of years old – and
the usual answer is because
folks want to be present to say,

“thank you” to God for giving His only begotten Son. As
believers, shouldn’t we be in
the presence of the Lord every day? Shouldn’t each day
of our life be a new beginning
in Him?
Well, these are also ageold questions that will probably continue to be asked for
years to come. I do praise God
for everyone who was in the
Lord’s House of Worship on
Easter Sunday.
I am also thankful for the
many fellowships that took
place because of this day of
love. Just as my siblings and I
travelled from several states
to meet in a neutral location to
give honor to our Lord Jesus
Christ, to honor our parents, and
to share our love among each
other, I am sure that families of
every Christian belief celebrated in some manner. As I shared
earlier, this fellowship offers a
new beginning in so many ways
(among family, friends and even
acquaintances).
As we reflect on Resurrection Sunday, and our fellowship with loved ones, let us not
forget God’s love. Remember,
it is everlasting. Regardless of
the day or the hour, let us always look to “Our Father” for
a new beginning – because He
is with us every day.
If you will, please recall
the verse that I often share
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV),
which reads: “How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good
news, who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say to
Zion, Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to not only share your
news but all who would like
to tell others about the Lord’s
goodness and about their places of worship.
To share your news contact
Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax
(601) 896-0091 or mail 2659
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
True Light Baptist Church, 224 E. Bell St., Jackson, Light
Line Prayer Call continues to be held each Wednesday at
6 a.m. The call-in number is 218-486-1348, access code:
224235578#. For more information call 601-354-0393.
Rev. Marcus Cheeks is the pastor.

ebration, the Lola K. Smith Scholarship and AUMW “Woman
of Strength” awards will be presented. For more information
call 601-982-3997. Dr. Joe May is the pastor.

Central Community Church of God, 2305 St. Charles
Street, will observe its annual men’s day April 23, at 2:30
Thea’s Turn, a stage production celebrating the life of p.m. Dr. Michael T. Williams will be the guest speaker. For
Canton’s own, Sister Thea Bowman; will take place. at more information call 601-353-8678.
Canton High School, 634 Finney Rd., Canton, during
a matinee April 21, at 1 p.m. and the Premier April 22, Mt. Wade Missionary Baptist Church, 3752 Dry Grove
at 7 p.m. During the Saturday Premier, Jessie Primer will Rd., Terry, will host its revival services April 25 – 27, at
present from 5 – 6 p.m. for this free event which is spon- 7:15 p.m. each night. The guest speaker will be Pastor
sored by The Canton Convention and Visitors Bureau. Jimmy Black, shepherd of Greater Pleasant Valley, CrysThe presentation will feature MADDRAMA. The official tal Springs. The theme is “Restoration, Hope and Faith in
bicentennial project is made possible by a grant from the God.” For more information call 601-878-2323. Rev. RobMississippi Humanities Council through support from the ert E. Green Sr. is the pastor.
Mississippi Development Authority. For more information
The Rembert Washington Memorial Chorale will celecall 601.859.1307.
brate its 20th Year Anniversary April 30, at 3 p.m. The celAnderson United Methodist Church, 6205 Hanging Moss ebration will take place at Priestley Chapel M.B. Church,
Rd, Jackson, women’s ministry will present its annual wom- 177 Virililia Road, Canton. Pastor John Woodard Jr. is the
en’s day program April 23, at 11:45 a.m. The celebration founder/director. Jeffery Luckett is president. For more intheme is “Women of Power and Purpose.” During the cel- formation call 601-260-9486.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

S U B S C R I B E TO DAY !

The Mississippi Link

For more information please call: 601-896-0084
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Now Faith

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

One
of
my favorite
passages of
scripture
is Hebrews
11:1,” Now
faith
is
the substance of things
hoped for and the evidence of tings not seen,”
which encourages believers to have faith in the
things that we do not see.
When I hear most people
read it, they read it with a
pause after the first word
Now, as though there is a
comma there. Because I’d
always heard it read that
way, I was surprised when
I looked in three different
versions and noticed that
there wasn’t a comma
there.
The word “now” is
an adverb that means at
the present time. As an
adverb, it describes or
qualifies verbs, adjectives and other adverbs by
typically answering the
questions of why, where,
how and why. Keeping
all of that in mind, it appears as though the word
“now” is describing faith.
I’ve always thought of
faith in that sentence as
a noun. However, doing
a grammatical breakdown

of the sentence made me
look at it as not a passive noun but as an active
verb – faith. So the word
“now” isn’t just describing a specific time, it is
also describing a specific
kind of faith.
It’s so fascinating to me
how one word gives a hint
on what might be hindering Christians from completely trusting and believing God. Sometimes
it’s focusing on the wrong
things and people. At other times, it is not holding
on long enough to God’s
promises.
It’s not always the
devil that keeps us from
achieving God’s best.
Sometimes we block our
own blessings because we
choose to focus on fear
and not faith. And all
because we don’t have a
“now” faith.
Often, our faith is the
“yesterday” faith that
looks ahead with hope but
only as far as our memory
of what God has done for
us in the past. We might
have “future” faith, which
sees the impossible and
expects the incredible.
This kind of faith sometimes foolishly looks past
certain present day circumstances (and God’s
hand in them).

God wants us to have
the “now” faith because
it is that unique point in
time where God’s will for
our lives meets with our
desire for change.
Gospel songwriter Jonathon Nelson’s song “Right
Now Praise” reminds us
that there is something
powerful in a “right now”
praise when he writes, “I
am just one praise from
my breakthrough…So I
must reach down inside
into the depths of my soul
and bring forth a right
now praise that’s already
in me.”
It’s a “now” faith and
a “right now” praise because it’s already inside
of us; we don’t have to
wait for it.
As we remember the
sacrifice of our Lord and
Savior Jesus on Easter
weekend, we should also
remember that it is our
“now” faith that allows us
to connect with God in the
present and sustain as we
wait with expectancy for
our future breakthrough.
Shewanda Riley is the
author of the Essence
best-seller “Love Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship Ends.” She may
be reached at lovehangover@juno.com.
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The friendship of the
world is enmity with God!
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
It is wicked if we
put anything before
God. If we put something before God
and refuse to live for
Him, it causes us to be
wicked because that is
evil. Jesus died for everyone. Though
Jesus never performed the first act of
sin, He loved every one of us enough
that He was willing to die on the cross
for us.
He gave His life and suffered much
more than the physical pain of that
wooden cross. He suffered for our
sins and the sins of the world. He suffered more than we could ever imagine.
When a person holds something
more precious to himself than Jesus;
such as a habit, a relationship or the
pursuit of this world, this causes that
individual to be wicked.
We read in Matthew 5:48, “Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your father
which is in Heaven is perfect.” The
fact of the matter is – it is possible.
We can be perfect in the eyes of God
and free from all wickedness (sin).
Jesus was not talking about a perfection in the sense of us not combing or
brushing our hair wrong or something
in that manner. He was talking about
perfection, where there is no more sin,
or no more wickedness. We can be
free from all ungodliness.
We read in the Old Testament, Ezekiel 33:11, the Lord said, “I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked.”

God deems it precious when one of
His children passes on. The Psalmist
wrote in Psalm 116:15, “Precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death of
His saints.” The death of the wicked
is not something He finds pleasurable.
Why? My friends, the wicked ones
die and they go to a place of eternal
punishment, and this doesn’t bring
pleasure to God.
We read in James 4:4, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that
the friendship of the world is enmity
with God? Whosoever therefore will
be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God.” Trying to be a friend of the
world and a friend of God is another
way of putting some worldly thing before God. In the sight of God, that is
spiritual fornication. That is the reason
people seek a sign. They are holding
something in their lives that they are
not willing to surrender. If we hold on
to some worldly thing, no matter what
it is – the Holy Spirit will point it out.
God wants us to relinquish hold of
all that we put ahead of Christ in our
lives. The devil will attract many people to hold on to some little worldly
thing that they feel is so important,
and he leads them down the path to
destruction.
The best thing to do is quit waiting for a sign or for someone else to
make a move. The best thing we can
do is to turn loose of whatever we
have been holding and come to God.
We must surrender our hearts to Him
completely.
My friends, the sign that God has
given is the preaching of the Gospel

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of April 20
SONGS

		

1. You Deserve It			

ARTISTS				

and the Holy Spirit. We read in the
New Testament, the Gospel of Mark
8:11-13 these words, “And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with Him (Jesus), seeking a sign
from Heaven, tempting Him. And He
sighed deeply in His Spirit, and saith,
why doth this generation seek after a
sign? Verily I say unto you, there shall
no sign be given unto this generation.
And He left them, and entering into
the ship again departed to the other
side.”
Why is it that we are not where we
should be for God – on fire spiritually
and in the work of the Lord? Please,
this is a question that we really should
consider as we study the Bible. This
is a very serious matter. The Bible
goes to great lengths to convince us
that salvation is what we need. God
through His Word shows us that if we
continue to be defiant, the time will
come when we will turn Him down
for the last time; then He will no longer visit (Holy Spirit) us and knock on
our heart’s door.
God is asking us, “Why will we
choose to be lost when we could be
saved? Why will we turn away from
God and go on in our sins when we
could enjoy the blessings of the Lord
and the happiness that salvation
brings?”
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31
Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He
is married to Velma L. Green. He is
a member of the National Association
of Evangelism Church of God, Anderson, Ind.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

ALBUM

J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise

SUNDAY

2. Joy					Vashawn Mitchell

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

3. Hang On				

GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard

4. Made A Way			

Travis Greene

5. I Need You				

Donnie McClurkin

6. Victory Belongs To Jesus

Todd Dulaney

MONDAY

7. Never Have To Be Alone		

CeCe Winans

Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

8. God’s Grace			

Reverend Luther Barnes & The Restoration Worship Center Choir

9. Work It Out				

Tye Tribbett

10. God Provides			

Tamela Mann

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

To listen to snippets of these songs,
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

1750
www.nhcms.org

Place your
church ad here.
For details call
601-896-0084
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Employees honored for service
at Mississippi State Hospital
Mississippi Link Newswire
Mississippi State Hospital
recently honored employees
with April anniversaries for
their years of service to the
hospital.
Service awards are given to
MSH employees in the month
of their date of hire, beginning with one year and followed by every fifth anniversary year. Employees receive
a Certificate of Appreciation
and a Service Award Pin.
The program is sponsored
by Friends of Mississippi
State Hospital, Inc.
MSH, a program of the
Mississippi Department of
Mental Health, was founded
in 1855 and helps the individuals it serves achieve mental
wellness by encouraging
hope, promoting safety, and

supporting recovery.
The hospital is accredited
by the Joint Commission.
Mississippi State Hospital April 2017 service award
recipients include: (first row,
left to right) Deborah Parks
Alexander of Canton, 30
years; Laresha Rushon Milton of Georgetown, 1 year;
Angela Ragen Marcangeli of
Morton, 1 year; Angela Michelle Tanner of Mendenhall,
1 year; Amy Nicole Carruth
of Brandon, 5 years; (second
row, l to r) Dr. Joseph Kastner
of Madison, 5 years; Delana
Marie Thornton of Raleigh,
1 year; Nathan Craft of Mendenhall, 5 years; Angeline C.
Billingsley of Harrisville, 15
years; and Kendrell Laron
Canada of Greenville,
Service Award Group
1 year.

State Farm® ranks Mississippi
on the low end for dog bite claims
Mississippi Link Newswire
The state of Mississippi has
a low ranking in one area but
this time it’s a positive place
to be.
According to State Farm®
claims data the company paid
fewer dog bite claims in Mississippi in 2016 than in most
states. State Farm ranks Mississippi at 36th in the nation
with $796,545 paid on 20 dog
bite claims across the state.
The state of California
topped the nation at number 1
with $16.8 million paid on 433
dog bite claims.
State Farm paid over $121

million as a result of 3,660
dog bite claims across the nation in 2016, an increase of 15
percent.
“State Farm does not exclude homeowners or renters
insurance coverage because of
the breed of dog owned,” says
State Farm spokesman Roszell
Gadson. “Under the right circumstances, any dog might
bite, regardless of breed.”
Homeowners should talk
to their insurance agent about
coverage under a standard
homeowners policy. A personal liability umbrella policy
(PLUP) provides extra cover-

age for homeowners.
State Farm recommends the
following tips to keep people
safe from dog bites:
Learn canine body language. Too often people misunderstand or miss signals that
a dog is uncomfortable. For example, a dog that yawns might
not necessarily be tired. Yawning can also be a sign of stress.
Give dogs space. Dogs can
feel threatened when strange
people touch them, so take
pressure off by giving them the
choice to come into your space
first to say hello.
Be humane. Dogs that are

MDE announces 2nd
annual Literacy Coaching
Symposium in Biloxi
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Department of Education’s Office of Elementary Education and
Reading will host its second annual Literacy
Coaching Symposium June 6, 2017, in association with the 2017 Making Connections
Conference at the Gulf Coast Coliseum and
Convention Center in Biloxi. The symposium is a one-day pre-conference institute
designed to provide a focused professional learning opportunity for K-12 literacy
coaches, reading specialists, instructional
coordinators, lead teachers, and administrators who work directly with teachers to support literacy instruction.
This event is designed to promote collaboration among instructional leaders and
provide professional learning opportunities
and resources to strengthen coaching capacity.
Nationally-renowned presenters will deliver sessions, in addition to sessions offered by MDE literacy experts. Speakers
include:
Carol Chanter, senior vice president, Program Professional Services at Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt and author of The Coaching Partnership: Tips for Improving Coach,
Mentor, Teacher, and Administrator Effectiveness;
Barbara Foorman, internationally known
expert in reading with over 150 publications, Director Emeritus of the Florida Center for Reading Research, and director of the
Regional Educational Laboratory Southeast
at Florida State University;

Kevin Smith, Task LEAD for Training,
Coaching, and Technical Support Projects
for the Regional Educational Laboratory
(REL) Southeast; and
Michael Cormack, chief executive officer
of the Barksdale Reading Institute and former principal of Quitman County Elementary School,
Interactive presentations will explore:
Creating and Leading a Culture of Coaching Partnership
The Principal & Coach Partnership
Evaluating Literacy Instructional Materials
Best Practices in Literacy Instruction
The MDE Coaching Model
Writing
Making Early Literacy Intervention Effective
Goal Setting: Action Planning
Assessments: Formative, Summative,
Progress Monitoring
PLCs: Standards-Based Planning
The symposium will conclude with a
panel discussion highlighting multiple perspectives on Transformational Leadership:
Partnering for Change.
To register for the second annual Literacy
Coaching Symposium pre-conference institute and the 2017 Making Connections
Conference, visit s-resa.org.
A direct link to the Literacy Coaching
Symposium is also available: http://sresa.
msresaservices.com/categories-conferences/events-2017-mde-literacy-symposuimmcc-preconference-institute.
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raised and trained humanely
are more confident and less
likely to bite than dogs that are
trained using punitive methods
or equipment designed to intimidate and cause pain.
About State Farm®
The mission of State Farm
is to help people manage the
risks of everyday life, recover
from the unexpected, and realize their dreams. State Farm
and its affiliates are the largest providers of auto and home
insurance in the United States.
Its nearly 19,000 agents and
nearly 70,000 employees serve
more than 84 million policies

and accounts – more than 81
million auto, fire, life, health
and commercial policies, and
more than 2 million bank accounts. Commercial auto insurance, along with coverage
for renters, business owners, boats and motorcycles, is
available. State Farm Mutual
Automobile Insurance Company is the parent of the State
Farm family of companies.
State Farm is ranked No. 35
on the 2016 Fortune 500 list of
largest companies.
For
more
information,
please visit http://www.statefarm.com.

MDWFP invites youth to
fishing rodeo events
Mississippi Link Newswire
Youth 15 years and younger
are invited to fishing rodeos
being held at five locations
across the state April 29. All
events are free, and they provide a good opportunity for
young anglers to fish a lake
that is well stocked with catfish which are typically easy to
catch.
Participants are encouraged
to bring their own fishing gear,
catfish bait and stringers. Families are invited to come enjoy
quality time together in a safe
environment.
The Natchez rodeo is hosted
by MDWFP and is being held
at Natchez State Park located
at 230-B Wickcliff Road, Natchez beginning at 8 a.m. Call
Neil Hays at (601) 442-2658
for more information.
Clear Springs Recreation
Area is the site for the rodeo
near Meadville. The event,
which begins at 7 a.m., is cosponsored with the U.S. Forest
Service. Contact the Homochitto National Forest office at
(601) 384-5876 for more information.
The Walnut Grove rodeo

will be held at Willow Lake
beginning at 9 a.m. Willow
Lake is located on True Light
Drive. For more information
call William Crosby at (601)
267-9576 or Rev. Larry Weathers at (601) 480-2911.
Lake Legion State Park is
the site for the Louisville fishing rodeo. This event, hosted
by MDWFP, starts at 7:30 a.m.
Call the park office at (662)
773-8323 for more information.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is co-hosting the Cypress Point fishing rodeo. This
event, at Cypress Point Recreation Area located just off
Hwy 35 at Sardis Lake, starts
at 7 a.m. Contact Shea Staten
at (662) 712-1188 for more information.
For more information about
the youth fishing rodeo program, call the MDWFP Fisheries Bureau at (601) 432-2200.
For more information regarding fishing in Mississippi,
visit www.mdwfp.com or call
(601) 432-2200. Follow us on
Facebook at facebook.com/
mdwfp or on Twitter at www.
twitter.com/MDWFPonline.

Community Event
State lawmakers will host a community meeting/information session
Thursday, April 20, 2017, from 6-8 p.m. to discuss the Capitol Complex
legislation and the status of Jackson’s collection of a special one cents
tax to improve infrastructure.
The meeting will be held at Pearl Street AME Church in Jackson, 2519
Robinson Road in Jackson. Members of the One-Cent Infrastructure
Sales Tax Commission, which oversees city spending of the funds, will
be there.

Economic
Development
and Economic
Resiliency
Training

Mississippi Link Newswire
Effective local leadership is crucial to economic development, disaster resilience, and economic recovery activities in Delta communities.
Elected officials are uniquely positioned to coordinate public resources
and agencies in their communities to
support job creation, act as an effective bridge between the public and
private sectors, respond to disasters,
and help businesses recover in the
event of an economic or natural disaster.
In partnership with the International Economic Development Council
(IEDC) and the U.S. Department of
Commerce Economic Development
Administration (EDA), the Delta Regional Authority presents this series
of intensive two-day courses focused
on cutting edge economic development and disaster recovery strategies
to enhance the effectiveness of local
elected officials, economic development practitioners, and other community leaders in the Delta region.
Seventeen training sessions will be
held between February 27 and September 15, 2017 in the eight states of
the Mississippi River Delta Region.
These intensive boot-camp courses
will help prepare local elected officials, community leaders, and economic development practitioners to
support economic development and
disaster resilience activities in their
communities.
Each workshop will consist of a
two-day training that covers either
course Module A: Basic Economic
Development Strategies, course
Module B: Economic Resilience and
Disaster Recovery, or course Module
C: Advanced Economic Development Strategies.
The course offerings require no
prerequisites and participants are encouraged to attend any of the training
courses listed below.

2017 ECRC Workshops:
ALABAMA
April 17-18: Phenix City
Economic Resilience & Disaster Recovery
April 20-21: Evergreen
Basic Economic Development Strategies
ARKANSAS
August 7-8: Pine Bluff
Advanced Economic Development
Strategies
August 10-11: Searcy
Basic Economic Development Strategies
ILLINOIS
August 28-29: Marion
Basic Economic Development Strategies
KENTUCKY
June 26-27: Henderson
Basic Economic Development Strategies
June 29-30: Madisonville
Economic Resilience & Disaster Recovery
LOUISIANA
May 8-9: Pineville
Advanced Economic Development
Strategies
May 11-12: Ruston
Basic Economic Development Strategies
MISSISSIPPI
June 8-9: Oxford
Advanced Economic Development
Strategies
June 12-13: Clarksdale
Basic Economic Development Strategies
MISSOURI
Aug. 31 - Sept. 1: Cape Girardeau
Advanced Economic Development
Strategies
TENNESSEE
May 22-23: Germantown
Basic Economic Development Strategies
July 17-18: Jackson
Advanced Economic Development
Strategies
July 20-21: Savannah
Economic Resilience & Disaster Recovery
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MMBA launches first satellite
location for the WBCM
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. (MMBA) will
launch the first satellite location
of the Women Business Center of Mississippi (WBCM) in
downtown Jackson with an Open
House. The networking event is
scheduled for Wednesday, May
10, 2017 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at
the Greater Jackson Chamber
Partnership (201 S. President
Street).
“With the expansion of our
downtown location and six additional satellite locations to be added in key areas across the state by
the end of the fiscal year, we are
positioned to help the fast-growing women-owned businesses
effectively compete for lucrative
projects,” said Shellie Michael,
chief executive officer of MMBA.
“Mississippi has 72,300 women-owned businesses. With a satellite office in downtown Jackson
and others across the state, we are
transforming the way we operate
to continuously improve our ability to develop business owners so
that they are able to fully capital-

ize on opportunities to sell their
goods and services statewide,
nationally, and abroad,” said Michael.
WBCM serves entrepreneurs
who wish to start or expand a
business with a special focus on
assisting disadvantaged persons
and minorities address the challenges associated with entrepreneurship.
Services include “one on one”
business counseling, establishment of internal operating procedures, workshops, a customized roadmap specific to their
business model, business plan
development, and assistance in
securing financing. It is the only
U.S. Small Business Administration-sponsored center in the state
and joins more than 100 centers
across the country.
Janita R. Stewart, SBA Mississippi district director, stated that
“SBA’s funding of the WBCM
and its expansion efforts parallel
the growth realized in womenowned businesses and women
interested in starting a business.
We really look forward to seeing

more good things happening in
our state for this extremely critical segment of the market and this
new WBCM satellite location
should serve to do just that.”
An American Express Study
shows women businesses on average earn lower revenues than
the national average even though
the numbers of women businesses
are growing at a high rate.
MMBA fills a void in the state
by serving as a principal advocate and hub for development
and managing programs that benefit minority and women-owned
businesses. The most immediate
impact of the WBCM expansion
will be a generation of jobs for
Mississippians.
Other satellite locations are
planned for Tunica, Mississippi
Gulf Coast area, Tupelo, Meridian, and Northeast Mississippi.
To RSVP for the Open House,
email info@wbcmississippi.org
or call 601-376-9895.
For more information about
the Women Business Center of
Mississippi, visit www.wbcmississippi.org.

Help us fight scams

Mississippi Link Newswire
Many of us receive annoying
telemarketing calls from scam
artists promising a free trip or
demanding money by pretending to be from a bank or the Internal Revenue Service. Because
these scam artists are so good at
what they do, many people fall
for their scams without ever realizing it.
The Mississippi Public Service Commission is committed
to helping put a stop to these annoying and illegal calls.
How can you help?
First, get registered for the
Mississippi No Call list by calling 800-356-6430 or going
online to http://www.psc.state.
ms.us/nocall/Subscriber.aspx.
We cannot stop all telemarketing calls from taking place, but
we can help reduce the number
of calls you receive. In order to
maintain your privacy, we do not
sell or share your information
with anyone.
It takes up to 60 days to have
your information added to the
list. Once you receive a confirmation letter from us, you do not
need to re-register unless you

obtain a new phone number.
Second, help us combat these
annoying telemarketing calls
by filing complaints with our
office. We cannot track down
these scam artists until we know
whom they call and from which
numbers. The fastest way to file
a complaint with our office is
to visit https://www.psc.state.
ms.us/nocall/complaint.aspx
and complete the online form.
This allows our attorneys and
investigators to look into these
complaints and determine the
best legal course of action.
Third, please help spread the
word about this issue. Remind
your family, friends, and neighbors not to give their personal
or bank account information to
people they do not know. Legitimate businesses and government agencies will not call you
and threaten action against you.
If they need to contact you, they
will send you letters. When in
doubt, hang up, look up the company’s telephone number, and
call them back to ensure that the
call you received was legitimate.
When filling out surveys
and forms, do not provide your

phone number unless it is a requirement to complete the form.
Some companies make money
by selling your information to
other companies. If you receive
a phone call and are told to press
a number to “get on the no call
list,” do not press anything.
When you do, it lets the company or scam artist know that your
number works, and the telemarketing calls may become more
frequent.
Always protect your private
information. Do not share it unless you are absolutely confident
that the person receiving it is
honest and reliable.
While we cannot promise
that we can stop all telemarketing calls from occurring, we can
promise that we will do everything we can do to help protect
consumers from having their
hard-earned money stolen and
from being bothered at all hours
of the day by annoying phone
calls.
Ryan Brown
Mississippi Public Service
Commission
Central District Deputy Commissioner
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Ancient wisdom/
timeless music
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Chorus
proudly presents its Spring Concert: Ancient Wisdom/Timeless
Music Saturday, April 29, at
7:30 p.m. at Galloway United
Methodist Church, 305 E. Congress in Jackson.
Marking the final performance of the 2016-17 season
of The Mississippi Chorus, this
concert presents the music of
Felix Mendelssohn and John
Rutter, and a special tribute to
The Red Army Chorus members
who perished in a plane crash
this past December.
This concert also brings a
unique collaboration with dance
as members of Ballet Magnificat Events Company perform to
John Rutter’s profoundly touching work, The Lord is My Light
and My Salvation. An equally
compelling choral composition,
Mendelssohn’s
magnificent
work, Psalm 42 (Like as the
Hart), will be presented.
Soprano Kristin Johnson
Gunn, will provide the solo text
carefully woven throughout
the piece, which Mendelssohn
wrote in 1837 while on his honeymoon.
The Mississippi Youth Chorale, a 22-voice and growing
group of youths, will make their
debut on this concert singing
with the Grande Chorus and presenting numbers of their own.
Andy Beasley, assistant artistic director, will make his debut
with The Chorus on this concert as he conducts Te Deum, a
second work by Rutter that will
be presented. Te Deum is also
known as the Ambrosian Hymn,

Gunn
one of the most ancient Christian liturgical texts. Rutter’s setting of the venerable text was
written in 1988 for the Guild
of Church Musicians, celebrating their centenary at a service
of thanksgiving in Canterbury
Cathedral.
Of the occasion for which it
was written the composer wrote,
“I thought, well this is a wonderful, iconic building, and it’s been
a tradition here at least since the
time of Henry V to sing a Te
Deum at times of rejoicing. The
problem is, it’s very difficult to
set to music because it’s long.
And if you’re going to write a li-

turgical Te Deum, you don’t want
the service to drag on for hours,
so you have to get an awful lot of
text into quite a short time frame.
I found myself reaching back in
my mind to memories of the Coronation, when I was just a little
lad, watching it on my parents’
nine-inch black and white television, and somehow that whole
aura of William Walton (and
Westminster Abbey of course)
resonated in my mind. So, here’s
a work which belongs firmly in
the tradition of English ceremonial music.”
“It has been a pleasure to prepare The Chorus for what we
feel will be a most engaging
concert,” reported Mark Nabholz. “Anytime you prepare for
a concert of this nature, and get
to perform it in a significantly
historical space such as the Galloway UMC Sanctuary, it’s a
thrill for the chorus, audience,
and orchestra alike,” he concluded.
The Mississippi Chorus is a
501(c) 3 arts organization.
Tickets are available at
MSChorus.org.
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Decision to bomb Syria
was dangerous, deceptive
By Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
Founder and President of
Rainbow PUSH Coalition
Fifty-nine cruise
missiles. When Donald Trump ordered
the attack on Syria,
he made an impetuous decision, turning
his previous commitment to stay out of the Syrian
civil war and focus on ISIS on its
head. He ordered the attack on a
sovereign nation without seeking
sanction from the United Nations
or the U.S. Congress. For this, he
received lavish praise from the media and bipartisan congressional
support. He’ll undoubtedly enjoy a
boost in the polls.
Military force is called “strong
power.” Ordering an attack turns
the president into the commander
in chief and gives him an image of
decisiveness and power. Yet the unleashing of cruise missiles against
Syria is both dangerous and deceptive.
If Trump has decided to commit to regime change in Syria, it is
dangerous. Syrian dictator Bashar
al-Assad is backed by both Russia
and Iran, and Assad’s forces are the
leading opposition to ISIS, the terrorist gang that Trump is already
committed to destroying.
If the cruise missiles are simply

a punitive gesture, a one-off strike
to punish Assad for allegedly using chemical weapons in the Syrian
civil war, it is deceptive. The missile attack will have done little but
raise false hopes among Assad’s
opponents. One day later, Assad’s
air force launched attacks from
the airbase that was hit, against
the same town that was allegedly
bombed with chemical weapons.
Last year, the U.S. dropped
26,171 bombs – in Afghanistan,
Syria, Iraq, Libya, Yemen, Somalia
and Pakistan. The only thing that
the new bombing in Syria does is to
get Trump and the U.S. deeper into
the Syrian civil war, even as Trump
appears to be escalating U.S. activity in Afghanistan, Yemen and Iraq.
During the campaign, Trump expressed his scorn for regime change
and denounced the foreign policy
elite for engaging in wars without
ever “winning.” Now, he appears
to be doubling down on those same
wars without any plan for victory.
Bombs – strong power – are
in fact simply destructive. They
build nothing. In Syria, the human
catastrophe from the civil war is
unspeakable. Roughly half of the
22 million residents of Syria have
been driven from their homes, including an estimated 6 million
internally displaced and some 5
million refugees whose flight has

created an ugly right-wing reaction
across Europe. Half a million have
died. Another 2 million have been
wounded. More bombs aren’t a sign
of strength; they are an expression
of violent futility.
The horrible pictures of babies
dying from poisonous gas might
have sparked a different response.
The U.S. could have gone to the
U.N. with proof that the Assad regime had sponsored the attack, calling for a cooperative international
effort to rid Syria of those weapons. Trump might have dispatched
his emissary to Russia to demand
that it join in fulfilling the promise
it made to former President Obama
to rid Syria of chemical weapons.
The outside powers feeding the
violence in Syria – the U.S., Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey, Iran and
Russia – might have convened in an
effort to bring the violence to a halt,
or at least to agree to stop fueling it
with weapons and forces.
The children’s deaths might have
served to generate a global demand
for an end to the violence. Instead, it
triggered a quick recourse to bombs
to “send a message,” ensuring only
that the violence will continue, that
more Syrian children will be killed,
and that the U.S. will find itself enmeshed even more deeply in yet
another war.
The U.S. has been at war in the

Middle East continually since 2001.
In the name of creating democracy
and security, we have created chaos
and spread violence. In the name of
fighting terrorism, we have generated ever more terrorists and helped
create failed states where they can
spawn. What will it take for this
country to learn the limits of military force, the weakness of “strong
power”?
Dr. Martin Luther King got it
right when he taught us:
The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral,
begetting the very thing it seeks
to destroy.
Instead of diminishing evil, it
multiplies it.
Through violence you may murder the liar,
but you cannot murder the lie,
nor establish the truth.
Through violence you may murder the hater,
but you do not murder hate.
In fact, violence merely increases
hate.
So it goes.
Returning violence for violence
multiplies violence,
adding deeper darkness to a night
already devoid of stars.
Darkness cannot drive out darkness:
only light can do that.

I won’t be silenced by the solar industry

The solar industry wants me to be quiet. I wonder why.
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist
As a journalist and
political commentator, who covers issues important to
the African-American community and
other marginalized
communities, I have taken on powerful forces over the years. I have
provided a voice for underrepresented communities and engaged
both the private and public sector
and I always strive to be accurate
and respectful. After all, how can I
demand civility and fairness from
others if I don’t practice it myself?
Earlier this year, I wrote a commentary about the rooftop solar
business, and expressed concerns
that some bad actors in the industry were misleading consumers. I
focused on three aspects that worried me: First, that new customers may be unaware that the panels can cost upwards of $15,000
and can generate an additional
lien against their home, making
it harder to sell. Second, rooftop
solar salespeople often tell customers that they will save a lot of
money on their utility bill, which
is not always true. Third, salespeople engaging in high-pressure
tactics often do so in the hope that
a customer will sign a contract

before they understand all of the
complexities of a long-term financial agreement.
About a week later, the Solar
Energy Industries Association
(SEIA), which represents the rooftop solar industry in Washington,
D.C., wrote a response to my commentary. I didn’t fully agree with
SEIA, but I respected their right
to voice their opinion. I saw their
response and was hopeful that going forward the industry would
take more steps to protect minority consumers. I decided to move
on and continue writing about the
other issues important to me.
However, in the last few weeks,
I have become a target of an intimidation campaign led by SEIA.
Specifically, a gentleman named
Michael Schmidt, a senior vice
president at Crosscut Strategies,
who claims to be an agent of SEIA,
has repeatedly called and emailed
me and my staff. In one call, he
even asked a staff member why I
had not responded to him, as if I
was afraid to respond.
In his correspondence to a woman in my office, Schmidt states that
I wrote, “that solar companies are
targeting communities of color.”
He went on to write that: “The SEIA
team finds this abhorrent and they
wanted to follow up with her about
what she knows, since the column

didn’t provide details. SEIA takes
this issue and consumer protection
generally very seriously. Would it
be possible to arrange a quick call
between Dr. Malveaux and SEIA’s
general counsel about this?”
I believe that Schmidt’s suggestion that I speak with SEIA’s general counsel, Tom Kimbis, is an
attempt to assert that my comment
about “targeting communities of
color” could be libelous. If SEIA
wanted to provide me with facts
to change my mind, why couldn’t
Schmidt provide me with that information, or connect me with
SEIA’s communications or policy
experts? The suggestion that I
speak with SEIA’s in-house attorney was designed to intimidate.
Be assured, I take this threat
seriously. I believe I did nothing
wrong, but I do not have millions
of dollars to defend myself. SEIA
represents companies like Tesla
that are worth billions of dollars. It
wouldn’t be a fair fight.
I want to be clear: I wrote the
rooftop solar piece based on recent
correspondence sent by three Democrats in the Congress to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB). The letter was read by
Rep. Henry Cuellar of Texas, who
is Hispanic, and Reps. Emmanuel
Cleaver of Missouri and Bennie
Thompson of Mississippi, who are

African Americans.
At the end of the letter sent by
those congressmen, they stated
that the high-pressure sales tactics
used by bad actors in the rooftop
solar industry are often targeted towards the least sophisticated consumers. Therefore, the matter is a
“particular concern for minority
communities in our districts and
around the nation.” That is where I
got the line in my piece that SEIA
seems to be so upset about.
If Abigail Ross Harper, the head
of SEIA, or anyone at the association has an issue with what I said
in my piece, then they should have
reached out to me and asked to
speak. I would have agreed and
had an open mind. But the fact that
they decided to use a hired gun
to try and intimidate me and my
staff only makes me believe that
my original piece – that the rooftop solar industry does not respect
minorities – was sadly all too accurate.
Julianne Malveaux is an author,
economist and founder of Economic Education. Her podcast, “It’s
Personal with Dr. J” is available
on iTunes. Her latest book “Are We
Better Off? Race, Obama and Public Policy” is available to order
at www.juliannemalveaux.com at
Amazon.com. Follow Dr. Malveaux
on Twitter @drjlastword.
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A victory for
voting rights,
Texas I.D. law
struck down again
By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO National Urban League
“No right is more precious in a free country than
that of having a voice in the
election of those who make
the laws under which, as
good citizens, we must live.
Other rights, even the most
basic, are illusory if the right to vote is undermined.” – United States Supreme Court
Justice Hugo Black
A federal court this week dealt a blow to
Texas’ efforts to disenfranchise voters of
color.
Texas’ draconian 2011 voter identification
law has been struck down for the fifth time.
Among the attorneys representing the plaintiffs, Texas State Conference of NAACP
branches and the Mexican American Legislative Caucus of the Texas House of Representatives, are the Lawyers’ Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law and the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund, who have worked tirelessly to defend voting rights across the nation.
The United States District Court for the
Southern District of Texas determined the
law intentionally discriminates against
black and Latino voters. The determination
raises the possibility that Texas voting procedures could be placed under federal supervision, as it was from the 1965 passage
of the Voting Rights Act until the Supreme
Court’s disastrous 2013 gutting of the Act
with its Shelby v. Holder decision.
The court found that when the Texas legislature considered the bill, the lawmakers
were aware that only two people, out of 20
million votes cast in the previous decade,
had been convicted of in-person voter fraud.
Other, more common forms of voter fraud
were not addressed by the bill. The law was
easily the most restrictive in the nation with
respect to permitted identification. A Texas
state handgun license – which may be legally obtained by some non-U.S. citizens – is a
permissible form of identification under the
law, while a federal or state government ID,
nor a student ID, are not.
Monday was the second time Judge Nelva Gonzales Ramos had ruled on the law.
At the 2014 trial, experts testified to Texas
shameful history of suppressing minority
voters, from reconstruction up to the present day Between 1895 and 1944, Texas permitted all-white primary elections. From
1905 to 1970, Texas voters were prohibited
from taking people with them to the polls
to assist them in reading and interpreting
the ballot. Between 1902 and 1966, Texas
required a poll tax.
And even though the Voting Rights Act of
1965 put Texas’ voting procedures under federal preclearance, Texas continued discriminatory practices. When the voting age was
lowered to 18 in 1971, Waller County – home
to historically Black Prairie View A&M University – prohibited students from voting unless they or their families owned property in
the county. A court struck down the requirement in 1979, but Waller County continued
attempting to enforce the law as recently as
2003. Waller County violated the preclearance requirement during Barack Obama’s
2008 campaign for President, improperly
rejecting voter registrations and placing limits on the number of new registrations. The
witnesses also noted that in every redistricting cycle since 1970, Texas has been found
to have violated the Voting Rights Act with
racially gerrymandered districts.
“Minorities continue to have to overcome
fear and intimidation when they vote,”
Judge Ramos wrote in her 2014 decision.
“Reverend Johnson testified that there are
still Anglos at the polls who demand that
minority voters identify themselves, telling
them that if they have ever gone to jail, they
will go to prison if they vote. Additionally,
there are poll watchers who dress in law
enforcement-style clothing for an intimidating effect.”
While we join other civil rights groups
in celebrating the court’s decision, Texas
persistence in continuing its long history of
racial discrimination against voters is disheartening. We call on Texas’ leadership to
heed the blindingly clear message that voter
suppression is unacceptable in 21st Century
America, and move forward with a commitment to equality and opportunity.
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Job prospects
flat for black
workers in March

By Freddie Allen
NNPA Newswire Managing Editor
The employment prospects for African Americans showed little improvement in March, according to the Labor Department’s most recent jobs
report.
The labor force participation rate, which is the
share of blacks who either hold jobs or are looking for work, remained unchanged from February
(62.3 percent) to March. The share of blacks who
have jobs within the population (employmentpopulation ratio or E-POP) was also flat (57.3
percent). The black unemployment rate improved
slightly, decreasing from 8.1 percent to 8 percent
in March.
Meanwhile, the key labor market indicators for
white workers continued to improve under the
Trump Administration. The labor force participation rate for white workers ticked up from 62.9
percent in February to 63 percent in March and the
E-POP increased from 60.3 percent to 60.5 percent last month. The unemployment rate for white
workers also improved, dipping below 4 percent
in March.
The labor force participation rate for black men
over 20 years-old climbed up a few rungs from
67.8 percent in February to 68.1 percent in March
and the E-POP ticked up from 62.5 percent to 62.6
percent. The jobless rate increased from 7.8 percent to 8.2 percent in March, which may occur
when workers are optimistic about their prospects.
The labor force rate for white men over 20
years-old decreased from 72 percent to 71.9 percent in March. The E-POP also declined from 69.3
percent in 69.2 percent. The unemployment rate
improved from 4.1 percent to 3.9 percent, but this
was most likely the result of white men leaving the
labor market in March.
The labor force rate for Black women over 20
years-old was the same 62.7 percent in March
that it was in February. The employment-population ratio increased from 58.3 to 58.6 percent
in March. The jobless rate for Black women fell
from 7.1 percent to 6.6 percent in March.
The labor force rate for white women over 20
years-old rose from 57.6 percent to 57.8 percent
in March. The E-POP also increased from 55.5
percent to 55.7 percent in March. The unemployment rate for white women fell from 3.7 percent to
3.5 percent in March indicating that white women
entered the labor market and found jobs at higher
rates in March compared to February.
The national unemployment rate was 4.5 percent in March and the economy added 98,000
jobs, the lowest monthly job growth under the
Trump Administration, so far.
The professional and business services sectors
added 56,000 jobs and retail trade lost 30,000 jobs
in March, according to the Labor Department.
In a statement about the March jobs report,
Rep. Bobby Scott (D-Va.) said that the current
economic growth, once again, disproves President
Trump’s claim that he was handed ‘a mess’ by the
Obama Administration.
“President Trump and Congressional Republicans have failed to build on the economic progress
made during the Obama years,” said Scott.
Scott also noted that the House Republicans of
the 115th Congress have rolled back protections
that would help Americans stay safe at work, have
access to a high-quality education, save for retirement, breathe clean air and drink clean water.
In a blog post about the March employment
numbers, Elise Gould, a senior economist with
the Economic Policy Institute, said that, despite
President Trump’s claims, the economy has been
slowly but steadily headed ever-closer to full employment for years.
Gould also refuted Trump’s assertion that he
could enact policies that will see the American
economy add 25 million new jobs over the next
10 years.
“This pace of job growth over a decade is pretty
much impossible to envision,” said Gould. “But
we could in theory see 2-3 years of significantly
faster job growth than what has characterized the
recent past. Unfortunately, no sign of this theoretical possibility has shown up in the data yet.”
Gould said that policymakers must aggressively
pursue full employment to ensure that all workers
share in the nation’s economic growth.
“While the topline indicators provide important
measures of the overall economy, workers of color, as well as young workers and less credentialed
workers, suffer from higher than average unemployment rates in both good times and bad,” said
Gould. “For example, it was only in July 2015 that
the black unemployment rate finally ducked below where the white unemployment rate was at
its peak in the aftermath of the Great Recession.”
Gould continued: “So, while the economy is the
strongest it’s been in years, there are still a lot of
workers sitting on the sidelines and underutilized.
For communities across the country to feel the full
extent of the recovery, the Federal Reserve needs
to keep their foot off the brakes and let the economy reach full employment before raising interest
rates again.”
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GAO to issue new federal
advertising spending report
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton leads charge to investigate federal advertising
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor
The Government Accountability
Office (GAO) has heard the call for a
new report on federal advertising and
they’re listening.
One year ago, Congresswoman
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.)
stood on Capitol Hill with members
of the National Association of Hispanic Publications (NAHP) and the
National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) urging the GAO
to issue a new report detailing how
much money federal agencies spend
on advertising in black- and Hispanic-owned newspapers and media
companies. Now, the GAO said it
that will launch a formal investigation.
The GAO is an independent, nonpartisan agency that works for Congress and investigates how the federal
government spends taxpayer dollars,
according to the group’s website.
Norton has been at the forefront of
the call for the report, noting that the
federal government spends billions
of dollars on advertising services
each year, but spend very little with
minority-owned publications and
media companies.
“Exactly one year ago, Congresswoman Norton stood along with
NAHP and NNPA members on the
steps of Capitol Hill requesting that
the GAO issue a report on federal
advertising contracts with minorityowned newspapers,” said Silvana
Diaz, the legislative committee chair
for the NAHP. “That was only the
beginning. Since then, we have taken
this cause and request up with various members of Congress and U.S.
Senators in order to build and generate the support needed to give this request the necessary attention.”
Diaz continued: “E-mails and
phone calls went unanswered, but
with perseverance and commitment,
we gathered not only enough, but
also the adequate support to help us
push this request.”
In March 2016, Norton sent a letter to Gene Dodaro, the comptroller

Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton, (D-D.C.), has led the push for a new GAO report
on federal advertising. In this photo, Norton speaks outside of the U.S. Capitol
during a joint press conference between NNPA and NAHP in March 2016.
FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA

general at the GAO, asking for a new
investigation and a long overdue follow up to a 2007 GAO report that
revealed the lack of advertising by
federal agencies in minority-owned
media companies.
Norton’s letter was signed by several members of Congress including:
former Congressional Black Caucus
Chairman G.K. Butterfield (D-N.C.);
Rep. Karen Bass (D-Calif.); Rep.
Yvette Clarke (D-N.Y.), Rep. Marcia
Fudge (D-Ohio); Rep. John Conyers
(D-Mich.); Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.)
and Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Calif.).
In December, Sens. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), Charles Schumer (DN.Y.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.),
Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) and Cory
Booker (D-N.J.) joined Norton’s efforts, each sending their own letters
to the GAO.
“Yes, we have accepted the request,” said Chuck Young, the managing director of public affairs for the
GAO. “No start date is set yet, but the
first thing we do when such work begins is to determine the full scope of
the areas we will cover and the methodology to be used. Once that is all
done, then we will have timeframes.”
Through a spokesman, Norton said
she was pleased that GAO is moving
forward.
She also confirmed the office’s receipt of her request.

“The GAO has accepted our request,” said Benjamin Fritsch, Norton’s spokesman.
Norton said that the federal government is the largest advertiser in
the United States and it’s important
that news outlets and media companies owned or published by people of
color with a primary mission to serve
communities of color have the same
opportunities as other media outlets,
especially as the black and Hispanic
populations continue to grow in our
country.
In 2007, the GAO investigated the
spending on advertising contracts
with minority-owned businesses by
five agencies – the Department of
Defense, Department of the Treasury,
the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Department of the Interior, and the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) –
and found that just five percent of the
$4.3 billion available for advertising
campaigns went to minority-owned
businesses.
GAO officials said that each federal agency has its own budget, and
because of a lack of research on this
topic, totals are currently unavailable
on the entirety of government advertising spending.
“That is just one reason why we
need a new report, to understand
where they’re spending and not

spending,” Norton said.
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., president
and CEO of the NNPA, said that the
NNPA encourages the GAO to expedite the completion of this vital and
important study.
“Billions of dollars are at stake
and black Americans and Hispanic
Americans should be treated fairly
and equitably when it comes to federal spending on advertising across
the nation,” said Chavis. “We thank
those members of the U.S. Congress,
who continue to press for the GAO to
take action on this matter.”
Chavis continued: “There is a
sense of urgency given the current
state of the economy in the United
States on issues of inclusion, diversity and equal justice.”
In addition to the update from the
GAO, Norton wants more accountability.
She noted that, combined, the
NAHP and NNPA enjoy an estimated reach of 43 million readers each
week across the United States. With
close to 97 million African Americans and Hispanics in the U.S. today, representing 33 percent of the
total population, this consumer segment demands attention, Norton
said.
Additionally, the buying power of
the African-American and Hispanic
communities, currently at more than
$2.3 trillion combined, continues to
outpace the national average. Due to
their positions of trust in the community, minority-owned media companies remain the most practical advertising and outreach partners for all
federal and private agencies.
“News outlets and media companies owned or published by people
of color are critical to ensuring that
diverse viewpoints are presented to
the American people,” said Menendez. “As one of the largest advertisers in the United States, the federal
government should play an active
role in ensuring that minority-owned
media outlets have fair opportunities
to compete for and be awarded federal advertising contracts.”

The black press shows resilience of the black community
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor
For 190 years, the Black Press
has chronicled the spirit and resilience of the African-American
community.
“You can see it in the spirit of the
process that we have [developed] in
documenting our history – we are
marvelously resilient by nature, we
are street fighters, guerilla fighters and resilience defines us,” said
NNPA Foundation Board Chairman Al McFarland.
The National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA), a
trade group of more than 200
black-owned media companies in
the United States, also known as
the voice of the black community,
has been the repository of black
history for generations, capturing
that spirit and resilience through
compelling journalism and stirring
images.
Benjamin F. Chavis, the president
and CEO of the NNPA, said that
the strength of the Black Press has
been widely demonstrated through
decades of change.
“Since 1827, the Black Press in
America has been on the frontline
of publishing in the interests of
freedom and justice,” Chavis said.
“Today, the NNPA continues to
represent the resilient, trustworthy
tradition of the Black Press that is
indispensable to black America.”
Janice Ware, the publisher of the
Atlanta Voice, which was founded
in 1966 by Ed Clayton and J. Lowell Ware, said that like other NNPA
member newspapers, the Voice had

Benjamin F. Chavis, the president and
CEO of the NNPA, said that the “NNPA
continues to represent the resilient,
trustworthy tradition of the Black Press
that is indispensable to Black America.”
This photo was taken during a 2016
Black Press Week in Washington, D.C.
FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA

a defined vision and mission.
“[The Atlanta Voice] has been the
vehicle that has allowed the important information [affecting African
Americans] to be captured,” Ware
said. “I celebrate my father for his
vision to start the publication and
our motto, which is, ‘A people without a voice cannot be heard.’”
The venerable, award-winning
publication was born out of the
refusal of the white-owned majority Atlanta media to give fair and
credible coverage to the burgeoning
Civil Rights Movement, the Voice
states on its website.
“Our motto is still prevalent today,” Ware said. “We’ve got to record our history; if we don’t, they
will.”

As the media industry continues to evolve, driven by advances
in technology, black newspaper
publishers balance “click-bait” and
quick-read content with longer, indepth news articles.
Rosetta Perry, publisher of the
Tennessee Tribune in Nashville,
said that even though millennials
aren’t reading traditional newspapers as much as past generations,
news organizations in the black
community – including newspapers, radio stations, magazines and
websites – are working together
to ensure that critical information
reaches the masses.
“There are many stories about
black people both domestic and international that the mainstream media ignores or underplays,” Perry
said. “The Black Press cannot afford to be silent or not be certain to
get the word out about them, whether it’s voter suppression or police
misconduct and brutality.”
In 1973, Howard University, a historically black institution in Washington, D.C., collaborated with the
NNPA, to establish the Black Press
Archives at the school’s MoorlandSpingarn Research Center.
The archives also include a gallery of distinguished newspaper
publishers and historical records
related to the Black Press. Black
newspapers are also collected and
preserved there for scholars, students and the public.
“While some think that the
Black Press is no longer needed,
they need only to look at the newsrooms of the mainstream press

– newspaper and television – and
see that when pressured after the
Civil Rights Movement, they hired
more blacks in the past than they
do now,” said Dorothy Leavell, the
publisher of the award-winning
Crusader newspapers in the Chicago area.
Leavell continued: “And, most
said the Black Press wasn’t needed. While they were employed,
the black reporters were not given
the freedom to report stories as
they existed, often white editors
changed the story with headlines
that fit their perspective, not the essence of the story, if some of them
recognized their stories as submitted, it was rare.”
Leavell said that when black reporters were making good salaries
at mainstream media outlets, they
mostly remained silent. Many now
want to speak up as their numbers
are dwindling. Many have left predominately white newsrooms and
returned home to the Black Press,
added Leavell.
“The Black Press is driven by a
purpose and a mission to tell the
truth and to stand up to those who
would rob humanity of its fullness,” McFarland said. “We stand
to call attention to the truth of our
existence and to the commitment of
freedom and liberation. Our spirit
is underlying in our newspapers;
we are resilient and we no longer
have to see ourselves through the
lenses of Europeans.”
McFarland added, “There’s a new
narrative that says we have been
winning and we are winning.”
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
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LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3053 - Partial Roof Replacement at Timberlawn Elementary School
And Siwell Middle School

Bid 3054 - Food Service Warehouse Food Products
Bids 3055 - Food Service Warehouse Paper & Stock Supplies

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3970

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office,
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 10, 2017, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and
read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project will be held at Siwell
Middle School, 1980 N. Siwell Road, Jackson, MS 39209, on April 21, 2017 at
10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly
suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids,
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened. A $50.00 deposit shall
be required for each set of printed plans and specifications, to be refunded upon
return of all documents in good condition within ten days of bid opening. Proposal
forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Burris/Wagnon Architects,
P.A., 500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, MS 39216, Phone: 601-9697543, Fax: 601-969-9374.

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00
A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 28, 2017, at which time and place they
will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves
the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days
from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.
ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the
above address or downloaded from JPS website at HYPERLINK “http://
www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.
4/13/2017 4/20/2017

LEGAL

4/13/2017 4/20/2017

Advertisement for RFP
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RFP 2017-04 Depository

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 77-3-16 of the Mississippi Code of
1972, as amended, requesting names to be added to a list of contractors and
suppliers qualified to perform contracts within the scope of proposed utility projects concerning construction, extension, and/or repair of electric public utility
facilities for or on behalf of Entergy Mississippi, Inc. Names of qualified contractors or suppliers desiring to be added to such list may be submitted to supplierqualification@entergy.com.
Please include contact information, type of contractor or supplier and a description of qualifications. Questions Call 1-844-387-9675.
3/9/2017 thru 12/28/2017

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfp will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M.
(Local Prevailing Time) May 01, 2017, at which time and place they will be
publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right
to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are
opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free
of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799,
or documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from
JPS website at HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.
k12.ms.us.
4/13/2017 4/20/2017

LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3971

EASEMENT

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way
affected thereby, that Catholic Diocese of Jackson has filed with the Planning
Board for the City of Jackson an application requesting a Variance for ten (10)
off-street parking spaces from the required number of off-street parking spaces
for an emergency shelter/mission for the property located at 921 N. President
St. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:
A lot or parcel of land situated in the City of Jackson and known address of 912
North Congress Street, also situated in that certain 10 acre lot 8 N. according
to H. C. Daniel Map of Jackson, said lot being in the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 3, T5N, R1E, Hinds County, Mississippi and more fully
described as follows:
Commencing at a point on the north line of Barksdale Street and the East line
of North Congress Street as both are now laid out and in use; run thence N
9°17’E along the East line of said North Congress Street 568.9 feet to an iron
pin marking the Point of Beginning at the Southwest corner of the property
herein described; thence from the Point of Beginning continue along the East
line of North Congress Street N 9°17’E for 70.0 feet to an iron pin set; thence
S 82° 25’40” E for 160.19 feet to an iron pin found at northeast corner of said
lot; thence S 9° 50’30” W for 72.98 feet to a 2” steel post at fence intersection;
thence N 81° 22’W for 159.42 feet to the point of beginning.
AND ALSO:
A lot or parcel of land situated in the City of Jackson and known address of 921
North President Street, also situated in that certain 10 acre lot 8N according to
H. C. Daniel Map of Jackson, said lot being in the N ½ of the Northeast Quarter
of Section 3, T5N, R1E, Hinds County, Mississippi, and more fully described
as follows:
Commencing at a point marked by an iron pin on the north line of Barksdale
Street and the west line of North President Street as both are now laid out and
in use; run thence N 8° 50’ E along the west line of said North President Street
566.5 feet to an iron pin marking the point of beginning at the southeast corner
of the property herein described; thence from the point of beginning continue
along the west line of North President Street N 8° 50’E for 70.0 feet to an iron
pin found; thence N 79° 02’W for 162.92 feet to an iron pin found at northwest
corner of said lot; thence S 9°50’ 30” W for 72.98 feet to a 3” steel post at fence
intersection; thence S 80° 05’ 30” E for 164.12 feet to the point of beginning.
AND ALSO: 				

A perpetual, non-exclusive easement for drainage purposes over and across
the following land and property situated in the First Judicial District of Hinds
County, State of Mississippi, more particularly described as follows, to-wit:
Being situated in that certain 10 acre Lot 8 N., according to the H. C. Daniel
Map of Jackson, said lot being situated in the North ½ of the Northeast ¼ of
Section 3, Township 5 North, Range 1East, City of Jackson, Hinds County,
Mississippi and being more particularly described by metes and bounds as
follows, to-wit:
Commence at the intersection of the northern right of way line of Barksdale
Street with the western right of way line of North President Street and run
thence North 08 degrees 57’ 11” East for a distance of 636.50 feet along the
said western right of way line of North President Street to the Point of Beginning for the easement herein described; thence leave said western right of way
line and run North 78 degrees, 54’ 49” West for a distance of 162.92 feet along
the northern property line of the Grantor; thence leave said northern property
line of the Grantor and run North 09 degrees 57’ 41” East for a distance of
3.31feet; thence South 80 degrees 03’ 30” East for a distance of 162.77 feet
along a line which is 6.0 feet north of and parallel to the northern edge of a
brick building and the extension thereof to the said western right of way line of
North President Street; thence 08 degrees 57’ 11” West for a distance of 6.57
feet along the said western right of way line to the Point of Beginning, and
being the same Easement described in that certain Instrument No. 708642,
dated July 23, 2001, recorded in Book 5424, at Page 244 of the Chancery
Clerk’s records for the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S.
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, April 26,
2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning
property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing
impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 29th day of March 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
4/6/2017, 4/20/2017

LEGAL

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017,
for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #15151, located at 0 Hughes Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property
will start at $200. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with
the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266
or vonandersonpcity.jackson.ms.us

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017,
for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #151-5,
located at 0 Robinson Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property
will start at $200. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with
the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266
or vonanderson@citv.iackson.ms.us

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219
S. President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0
Hughes Street Property” and parcel number 151-51 with the bidder’s name.
Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on
Tuesday, May 9, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219
S. President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0
Robinson Street Property” and parcel number 151-5 with the bidder’s name.
Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on
Tuesday, May 9, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

LEGAL
NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017,
for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #151-12,
located at 0 Ewing Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will
start at $200. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the
right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional
information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or
vonanderson@city.iackson.ms.us

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0 Ewing
Street Property” and parcel number 151-12 with the bidder’s name. Enclose
one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday,
May 9, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject
any and all bids.
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way
affected thereby, that Brad Reeves has filed with the Planning Board for the
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from SUD –Special Use
District to C-1A (Restricted) Commercial District to allow for a professional office on the property located at 4909 Ridgewood Rd. & 1538 Sheffield Dr., in the
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:
All that part of Lot 12, Block D, as shown on the map or plat of said Parkdale
Subdivision, Part 3, designated “not a part of this Subdivision” which lies West
of the East line of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section
13, Township 6 North, Range 1 East; the area conveyed herein being a part
of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 13, Township 6
North, Range 1 East, First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi; said
property conveyed herein being particularly described by metes and bounds
as follows, to-wit:
Beginning at the Northeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of Section 13,
Township 6 North, Range 1 East, First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi; run thence West for 129.86 feet to the Northeast corner of Lot 9, Block D
of Parkdale Subdivision, Part 3, according to the plat on file in the office of the
Chancery Clerk at Jackson, Hinds [sic] County, Mississippi, as now recorded
in Plat Book 15 at Page 9 thereof; run thence South and along the East line
of said Lot 9, Block D, Parkdale Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 80.0 feet
to the Northwest corner of Lot 10, Block D, Parkdale Subdivision, Part 3, run
thence Southeasterly and along the north line of Lots 10 and 11, Block D, Parkdale Subdivision, Part 3 to the East line of the Southeast Quarter of Section 13,
Township 6 North, Range 1 East; run thence Northerly and along the said East
line of the Southeast Quarter of Section 13, Township 6 North, Range 1 East
to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
AND ALSO, all that part of said Lot 12, Block D as shown on the map or plat of
Parkdale Subdivision, Part 3, designated “not a part of the Subdivision” which
lies East of the West line of the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter
of Section 18, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, First Judicial District, Hinds
County, Mississippi, the area conveyed herein being a part of said Northwest
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 18, Township 6 North, Range 2
East, Parkdale Subdivision, Part 3, as found in Plat Book 15 at page 9, in the
office of the Chancery Clerk at Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi.
AND ALSO, Lot 11, Block “D” of the Parkdale Subdivision, Part 3, as recorded
in Plat Book 15 at Page 9 in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County,
Mississippi.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S.
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, April 26,
2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning
property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing
impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 29th day of March 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

4/6/2017, 4/20/2017

LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3969

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any
way affected thereby, that the Harbor House of Jackson has filed with the
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning
from R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District to R-4 (Limited Multi-Family)
Residential District with a Use Permit to construct a twenty bed facility in
order to o provide housing, treatment and care for women suffering from
chemical dependency on property located at Bounds Rd. (Parcels 4853-616
& 4851-194), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and
being more particularly described as:

A parcel of land containing 73.51 acres, more or less, situated in the West
Half (W ½) of the Southwest Quarter (SW ¼) of Section 7, Township 4 North,
Range 1 East, and in the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼) of the Southeast Quarter
(SE ¼) of Section 12, Township 4 North, Range 1 West, City of Jackson, First
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the found #4 rebar at the intersection of the North line of
Bounds Road with the West line of said Section 7, said rebar also marking
the POINT OF BEGINNING of the property herein described: run thence
along the North line of said Bounds Road, North 89 degrees 58 minutes
West for 582.84 feet to a set #4 rebar; leaving said North line of said Bounds
Road, run thence North 00 degrees 03 minutes East for 6.75 feet to a found
#4 rebar; continue thence North 00 degrees 03 minutes East for 415.31 feet
to a set #4 rebar; run thence South 75 degrees 07 minutes East for 91.00
feet to a found #6 rebar; run thence North 00 degrees 03 minutes East for
195.67 feet to a found #6 rebar; run thence South 75 degrees 30 minutes
East for 515.57 feet to a set #4 rebar; run thence North 00 degrees 35 minutes East for 1,413.70 feet to a found #4 rebar being on the apparent East
line of Interstate Highway 55; run thence along the said East line of Interstate
Highway 55, North 39 degrees 05 minutes East for 432.19 feet to a set #4
rebar; leaving said East line of Interstate Highway 55, run thence South 89
degrees 48 minutes East for 1,043.64 feet to a found 1 inch round bar; run
thence South 01 degrees 45 minutes East for 211.00 feet to a found 2 inch
iron pipe; run thence South 00 degrees 10 minutes East for 1,996.44 feet to
a set #4 rebar being on the said North line of said Bounds Road; run thence
along said North line of said Bounds Road, South 89 degrees 51 minutes
West for 1,347.89 feet back to the found #4 rebar marking the POINT OF
BEGINNING.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday,
April 26, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for
the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 29th day of March 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

4/6/2017, 4/20/2017
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Crossword Solution

LEGAL
ABANDONED VEHICLE

Mechanic Lien to be sold on Tuesday, April 25, 2017 – 9:00 a.m.

West Capitol Body Shop
3132 Medgar Evers Blvd.
Jackson, MS 39213

Sold for monies Owed. 2015 Kia Soul – Vin # KNDJT2A 60D7608222 and 2006
Mercedes Benz E-350 – Vin # WDBUF56J86A973707
4/6/2017, 4/13/2017, 4/20/2017
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Jackson State Women’s Tennis falls 4-2
to Alabama State in SWAC title match
The Mississippi Link Newswire
NEW ORLEANS, La. – The
Jackson State women’s tennis
team fell 4-2 to the Alabama State
Lady Hornets Sunday morning in
the SWAC Tennis Championship
match. JSU finished the season
with a 7-1 SWAC record and a
12-14 overall record.
Sunday’s match-up was the
second time in as many years
that the two programs (Jackson
State and Alabama State) have
met in the conference championship match. Last season the ASU
women beat Jackson State in the
championship match.

www.mississippilink.com

Tiger Report: Week 9
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson State baseball
team continues to excel in week
nine of the 2017 season. The Tigers (29-11 and 15-3) swept the
No. 1 ranked team in the conference Alabama State in a weekend series to claim the No. 1 spot
as their own. JSU currently holds
the best overall record and conference record in the Southwestern Athletic Conference.
The Tiger have been doing so
well this season that they have
garnered national recognition.
JSU currently ranks first in the
nation in runs, sacrifice flies, and
stolen bases. JSU also ranks fifth
in batting average, eighth in hit
by pitch, sixth in hits, second
in on base percentage, second
in sacrifice bunts, fifth in scoring, and third in stolen bases per
game.
The Tigers are at the forefront
of the conference to lead in base
on balls, batting average, doubles, doubles per game, earned
run average, hit by pitch, hits,
on base percentage, runs, sacrifice bunts, sacrifice flies, scoring,
shutouts, slugging percentage,
stolen bases, stolen bases per
game, strikeout-to-walk ratio,
triples, triples per game, WHIP,
and win/loss percentage. They
are ranked top five in the conference in double plays, fielding percentage, home runs, and
home runs per game.
Jackson State has 11 Tigers
batting better than .300. Lamar
Briggs, junior utility player,
leads the team in batting average
with a .395 average. The Charlotte, N.C. native has played and
started in 39 games with 152 atbats, 35 runs, 50 hits, 14 doubles,
and three triples for 35 RBIs, 80
total bases, a .526 slugging percentage, and a .463 on base percentage. He is also 12-for-14 in
stolen bases and ranks 35th in
the nation in doubles, fourth in
hits, and 32nd in hits per game.
He leads the conference in batting average, doubles, hits, and
hits per game.
Bryce Brown, junior outfielder, has the second-best batting average on the team. The
Walker, La. native has maintained a .376 batting average on
34 games played with 33 games
started. He has recorded 109 atbats, 36 runs, 41 hits, five doubles, and one triple for 22 RBIs,
48 total basses, a .440 slugging
percentage, and a .453 on base
percentage. He is 19-for-21 in
stolen bases and ranks 49th in
the nation in base on balls, seventh in on base percentage, 45th
in runs per game, 10th in stolen
bases, and 10th in stolen bases
per game. In the conference, he
ranks second in base on balls,
third in bases on balls per game,

second in batting average, first in
on base percentage, third in runs,
first in runs per game, second in
stolen bases, and second in stolen bases per game.
The Tiger bullpen contains
nine pitchers with a 4.00 earned
run average or less and three
with six wins. Jonathan Aponte,
Miguel Yrigoyen, and Jordan
Bolden have each led their team
to six wins each on the mound.
Aponte has a 6-1 record and
a 2.74 ERA. He has nine starts
with 10 appearances for three
complete games. The Cabo Rojo,
Puerto Rico native has pitched
62.1 innings for 54 hits against,
26 runs (19 earned), 25 walks,
and 38 strikeouts. Batters see a
.226 batting average against him.
Aponte is ranked sixth in the nation in complete games, 24th in
games started, and 16th in victories. In the conference, he is
ranked first in complete games,
third in earned run average, third
in games started, and first in victories.
Yrigoyen holds a 6-2 record
with a 2.83 ERA. He has played
and started in nine games for 63.2
innings pitched, 60 hits against,
23 runs (20 earned), 18 walks,
and 45 strikeouts. Batters see a
.242 batting average against him.
The Valencia, Venezuela native
ranks 24th in the nation in games
started and 16th in victories. In
the conference, he ranks fifth in
complete games, third in games
started, and first in victories.
Bolden holds a 3.29 ERA with
a 6-2 record. He has appeared in

12 games with 11 starts with one
complete game. The Madison,
Miss. native has pitched 54.2
innings with 50 hits against, 33
runs (23 earned), 29 walks, and
48 strikeouts. He is ranked first
in the nation in games started
and 16th in victories. In the conference, Bolden ranks fifth in
complete games, first in game
started, and first in victories.
Other standout Tigers are Jesus Santana and Cornelius Copeland. Santana ranks eighth in the
nation in RBIs and 14th in RBIs
per game. He also ranks first in
the conference in homeruns, first
in RBIs, first in RBIs per game,
second in sacrifice flies, and second in total bases.
Copeland ranks 49th in the
nation in hit by pitch per game,
18th in hit by pitch, and 23rd
in runs. In the conference, he
ranked third in doubles, second
in hit by pitch per game, second
in hit by pitch, 10th in on base
percentage, first in runs, second
in runs per game, sixth in sacrifice bunts, 10th in stolen bases,
and 11th in stolen bases per
game.
The Tigers will be back in action April 21 when they travel
to Lorman, Miss. to face Alcorn
State University in a three-game
weekend series. JSU looks to
clinch the SWAC East Division
Title with just two conference
series left in the season.
Come out and support Tiger
baseball as they work towards
another SWAC Championship
title.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Forrest General hosts flag Rare procedure splits donor
liver between two women
dedication in honor of
National Donate Life Month
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Organ
Recovery Agency (MORA)
teamed up with Forrest General and other hospital partners
across the state to promote
National Donate Life Month
during April.
“I feel honored and blessed
to be part of the work MORA
does in Mississippi and the
countless lives that are improved or saved because of organ donation. I thank MORA
for everything they do. These
healthcare professionals counsel patients and their families
on organ donation and approach what is often a difficult
time for families with compassion, professionalism, and expertise. Most of all, I hold the
patients who become donors
and their families in the highest regard, because there is no
greater love than to give life to
another person,” said Steven
Stogner, MD, FCCP.
On April 12 Forrest General
hosted a flag dedication at the
hospital’s main entrance to
honor donors and recognize
the importance of organ, eye
and tissue donation. This brief
ceremony was open to the
public, and anyone effected
by or passionate about organ
donation was encouraged to
attend.
“I would like to thank Forrest General and the families
who have given the gift of life.

Adrian Murry and Steven Stogner, MD, after Adrian tells her emotional
story about her son Kendrick Murry, who was an organ donor.

Steven Stogner, MD, speaks to the crowd.
They have had a huge impact
on individuals and families
in our community over the
past year,” said Joel Stevens,
MORA representative.
Throughout the month, emphasis will be placed on the
need for individuals of legal

age to indicate their desire to
donate by signing up on the
Mississippi Donor Registry at
www.donatelifems.org.
For more information about
organ donation, call FGH
OnCall at 1-800-844-4445 or
visit www.forrestgeneral.com.

Applications now being accepted for WomenHeart
Science and Leadership symposium at Mayo Clinic

Mississippi Link Newswire
WASHINGTON – WomenHeart: The National Coalition
for Women with Heart Disease
has announced that applications are now being accepted
for the Fall 2017 WomenHeart
Science & Leadership Symposium. The Symposium is taking place October 6-October 9,
2017 at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn. The application
deadline is July 31, 2017.
The four-day Symposium
brings together dedicated female heart patients and provides a rigorous training for
them to be WomenHeart Champions – patient volunteers who
work in their local communities to lead support network
meetings with heart disease
survivors and/or participate in
other WomenHeart education
and advocacy activities.
“Education, advocacy and
support are at the core of the
fight against heart disease in
women. WomenHeart Cham-

pions trained at this prestigious program are equipped to
improve awareness, increase
action and lead peer support
efforts in their local communities,” said Mary McGowan,
CEO of WomenHeart.
McGowan referenced research that underscores the impact of peer support in helping
women improve their heart disease outcomes.
“So many women experience feelings of fear, anxiety
and isolation following a heart
disease diagnosis. However,
women who regularly attend a
support group led by a trained
peer leader are more engaged
in their health care and experience lower levels of stress,
anxiety and depression,” she
said. “This is just one example
of the real impact made by participating in the WomenHeart
Science & Leadership Symposium, and we’re so proud to see
the difference it makes in each
WomenHeart Champion’s local

community.”
Members of WomenHeart’s
National Hospital Alliance are
encouraged to nominate patients that they believe would
be would be best suited for this
leadership opportunity.
The organization is also seeking nominations from hospitals
not currently affiliated with the
National Hospital Alliance, as
well as directly from women
living with heart disease.
Patients are asked to complete a short survey to begin
the application process.
WomenHeart was founded in
1999 and the Science & Leadership Symposium at Mayo
Clinic was founded as an integral part of WomenHeart in
2002. WomenHeart currently
boasts more than 800 WomenHeart Champions and 97 WomenHeart Support Networks that
reach more than 10,000 women
heart patients nationwide every
year.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
When Roda Barnes met a new
friend recently at the University
of Mississippi Medical Center,
she invited her into her room on
the hospital floor reserved for
transplant patients.
“Come on in, Roda!” Barnes
said.
She wasn’t talking to herself.
Barnes not three minutes earlier
had embraced Bettina Dixon, a
woman half her age whose abdomen now cradles the other half
of the donor liver that Barnes
received. On April 3, the women
shared the organ in a very rare
split-liver surgery performed by
Dr. Christopher Anderson and
Dr. Mark Earl.
Neither women had set eyes
on each other, had exchanged
stories or hugs or sheer joy
with each other, until a week
after their surgery, when Dixon
walked three doors down the hall
to Barnes’ room.
“I’ve been wondering about
you this whole time,” Barnes,
a 46-year-old medical laboratory worker from Vicksburg, told
Dixon, 22, a Byram resident and
student at Jones County Junior
College.
“You look really good,” Barnes
told Dixon. “You do, too,” said
Dixon, who proclaimed them
“sisters for life.”
So many things had to come
together for the women to undergo a surgery almost always
reserved for an adult sharing a
small portion of a donated liver
with a child or baby. Each personally had to be a match. The
two recipients had to be of similar build and weight. Their anatomies, and that of the donor, had to
be very similar. And, the vascular
anatomy of the donated liver had
to be conducive to a split.
“Splitting a liver is very difficult to do,” said Anderson, professor and chair of the Department of Surgery and chief of the
Division of Transplant and Hepatobiliary Surgery. Hepatobiliary
surgeries concern the liver, gallbladder, bile ducts or bile. “There
are a lot of logistical challenges,
not to mention technical difficulties. You have to have recipients
that are the adequate size for that
amount of liver.”
Anderson and Earl, associate
professor of transplant surgery
and general surgery program
director, did a good number of
pediatric-adult liver splits before
coming to UMMC. The Medical
Center has active pediatric heart
and kidney transplant programs,
but not pediatric liver.

This was the first split between
two adults performed by Anderson and Earl. “The overwhelming majority of transplant centers
in the United States have not
done it at all,” Earl said.
The adult split is so rare that in
2016, only five were performed
in the United States, representing 0.01 percent of all liver
transplants that year, according
to the United Network for Organ
Sharing, the national governing
body for organ transplantation.
In 2015, it was four; in 2014, just
three.
From 1988-2016, UNOS says,
there were 93 livers split between two adults. That compares
to 1,315 livers split between an
adult and a child, and 159 livers
split between two children, over
that same time period. UNOS defines a pediatric patient as age 0
through 17.
Mississippi Organ Recovery
Agency president and CEO Kevin Stump said it’s the first liver
split between two adults that he’s
seen since entering his profession
in 1986. He has been involved in
the allocations of three other livers that were split, all between
two children.
“This is extremely rare, and
speaks highly to the excellent
transplant program created at
UMMC,” Stump said. “When I
heard about it, I was like, ‘They
did what? Cool!’”
Although their diseases encompassed a year or more, the
women’s journey from transplant
waiting list to surgery was swift.
Each had been on the list for no
more than a couple of weeks
when they were summoned with
a phone call to the Medical Center in the wee morning hours of
April 3.
The transplant put an end to
Dixon’s fatigue, breathlessness,
bloating and body fluids literally draining from her legs due to
edema caused by her failing liver.
It started about the time of Easter
2016, when she came home from
working a shift at McDonald’s.
“I was sluggish and could barely
walk,” Dixon said.
It was the same the next day.
She went to a walk-in clinic in
Laurel. Staff gave her a steroid
shot. But when she went back to
work, “I felt something leaking
out of my legs. I thought I had
stepped in water or oil,” she said.
That Sunday, she told her mom,
Chauncenia Jackson: “Don’t ask
me to cover the door at church.
I can’t do it,” Dixon said. “Then
I raised up the skirt of my maxi
dress, and showed her the leak-

ing.”
At Jackson’s urging, Dixon
went back to the clinic in Laurel the next day, then to the ER.
Her diagnosis: an autoimmune
disorder causing cirrhosis and
liver failure. She was sent to
UMMC to see Dr. Brian Borg,
associate professor of digestive
disorders and a transplant hepatologist. “They said she had to
have a transplant. She was too far
gone,” Jackson said.
Barnes found out in February
2014, when she was living in
Michigan, that she had primary
sclerosing cholangitis, a disease in which patients develop
progressive biliary strictures
throughout the biliary tree, made
up of the liver, gallbladder and
bile ducts, that leads to cirrhosis
and other complications. “I was
in my lab, and I looked at my
liver enzymes and saw that they
were off,” Barnes said. Her disease was discovered when she
had gall bladder surgery, she said.
In May 2015, she took a medical laboratory job in Vicksburg,
near relatives in Port Gibson and
Pearl. She became jaundiced,
tired and sleepy. “I knew a transplant was coming. I didn’t think
it would happen in Mississippi,”
she said. Her gastrointestinal
specialist in Vicksburg sent her
to Borg.
“They called me at about 12:45
on April 3,” Barnes remembered.
“I was in complete shock. I sat
on the bed and cried and prayed.
I didn’t think I was ready. It took
a while to soak in.”
“Mama, it’s the liver people.”
Dixon remembered telling Jackson when their call came. “They
want me to come now! I’m so
excited!”
“The doctor said it was a perfect liver, and that he wanted to
share it,” Jackson said. “The human body is amazing.”
“You’ve got a liver that’s available, and we knew that it was
potentially splittable,” Earl said.
“I called Dr. Anderson and said,
‘Are we crazy?’”
They were not.
“It’s the right thing to do. We
went through all the steps to estimate liver volumes and to check
donor anatomy before we proceeded,” Anderson said. “We did
all the calculations, and everything seemed to be fine.”
Anderson and Earl operated
that night with double the regular OR transplant team. No one
hesitated to come in when they
weren’t scheduled to work. “If
you’re not at a center that has a
team that rises to the challenge,
you can’t do this,” Anderson
said.
But if anything along the way
rules out splitting the donor liver, Earl said, the patient whose
case is most dire according to a
national scale set by the United
Network for Organ Sharing will
get the entire liver. “That decision
is made for you,” he said. “If the
liver is not suitable for splitting,
then the patient highest on the list
receives the whole organ.”
Just hours after meeting for the
first time, both women returned
home with orders to rest and adjust to medications they’ll take
for the rest of their lives to keep
from rejecting their organ.
“They’re doing better than
we ever could have dreamed,”
Earl said. “It’s high risk, high reward. They’re going home after
a week. Their livers will regenerate, and as they grow, the function will completely normalize.”
As their livers expand, so will
the friendship between Dixon
and Barnes.
“It’s awesome,” Dixon said.
“I’m very blessed she has the
same liver. This is coming from
my heart. I’m so happy she has
the other part.”
“We’re sharing this organ,”
Barnes said. “She’s stuck with
me.”
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BOOK REVIEW:
“EARLY
SUNDAY
MORNING”
DENENE MILLNER

www.mississippilink.com

BY

C.2017, BOLDEN
$17.95 / HIGHER IN CANADA • 40 PAGES

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
Each Sunday, your family has a
routine they follow.
Everyone gets up early to the
smells of a good breakfast that
mama makes; she serves all your
favorites before you go to church
to raise your voice and praise
God.
Church is also where people
can go to pray. Some people
get saved there. And in the new
book “Early Sunday Morning”
by Denene Millner, illustrated by
Vanessa Brantley-Newton, some

people get a dose of confidence.
Sunday is the day your family sets aside for the Lord, which
makes it pretty special because everybody puts on their best clothes,
shines their shoes, and goes to
church together. It’s your favorite
day of the week, especially when
something like a solo in youth
choir makes it even better.
Singing is fun, and it’s easy to
practice when nobody’s around.
It’s also fun when it’s done with
someone else – but singing alone
in front of a microphone, in front
of the whole church? That’s scary,

even though everybody tells you
it’ll be okay.
You’ll be looking extra-fine,
you’ll have your hair in a beautiful crown, they all have good advice but still, you’re awfully nervous. Mama says “the angels will
shout in Heaven” when you sing.
Daddy says to “pick a spot in the
church and sing to it like you do
in the mirror.” Their words make
you feel a tiny bit more confident.
Once you’re at church, just
getting through Sunday School
is hard. Not looking at the microphone is hard. Not watching

DVD Review

Hidden Figures
Oscar-nominated civil rights
docudrama released on DVD

By Kam Williams
Columnist
All of the astronauts picked
by NASA to participate in its
maiden manned space programs, Mercury and Gemini,
were white males. However,
behind the scenes, there was
a dedicated team of AfricanAmerican, female mathematicians who played a pivotal role
in ensuring that they launched
and returned safely, whether
from orbiting the Earth or a
mission to the moon.
Equipped only with pencils
and slide rules, these so-called
“human
computers”
were
among the best and the brightest
minds recruited by NASA to do
the critical calculations needed
to win the space race with Russia. Author Margot Lee Shetterly gave these unsung heroines
their due in “Hidden Figures,”
a best seller belatedly crediting
their quantitative contributions
to the cause.
Besides chronicling their
considerable accomplishments,
the book also recounted the indignities these brilliant black
women simultaneously suffered, simply because they had
the misfortune to be living in
Virginia during the dark days of
Jim Crow. Back then, AfricanAmerican brainiacs employed
by NASA were automatically
assigned to work in its segregated West Computing Group.
Directed by Theodore Melfi
(St. Vincent), the overlooked
icons’ story has now been
adapted to the big screen as
an uplifting, overcoming-theodds docudrama. Nominated
for a trio of Academy Awards,
including Best Picture, Adapted Screenplay and Supporting
Actress (Octavia Spencer) The
picture recounts the trials and
tribulations of three members
of the aforementioned West
Computing Group: Katherine
G. Johnson (Taraji P. Henson),
Dorothy Vaughan (Spencer) and
Mary Jackson (Janelle Monae).
We are flies on the wall when,
without complaining, Katherine
routinely has to run to a distant
“Colored” ladies room despite
the presence of one for whites
right nearby. On another occasion, we witness Mary’s frustration in furthering her education on account of the fact that
blacks aren’t allowed to matriculate at the local college offering the courses she needs.
By film’s end, both the bathroom and school are indeed
integrated, albeit after an emotional intervention by NASA
administrator Al
Harrison
(Kevin Costner). A worthwhile,
teachable moment correcting a

shameful chapter in American
history.
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG for mature themes
and mild epithets
Running time: 127 minutes
Blu-ray/DVD Combo Pack
Extras: It All Adds Up – The
Making of Hidden Figures;
Audio Commentary by director Theodore Melfi and Taraji
P. Henson; deleted scenes; Hid-

den Figures: Filming in Georgia; and a stills gallery.
To see a trailer for Hidden Figures, visit: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=RK8xHq6dfAo
To order a copy of Hidden
Figures on Blu-ray/DVD Combo Pack, visit
h t t p s : / / w w w. a m a z o n .
com/exec/obidos/ASIN/
B01LTI1RHQ/ref%3dnosim/
thslfofire-20

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Cried
5. Clasp
9. Loft
11. Repeat
12. Silly
13. Destroy
14. Foreign Agricultural Service
15. Scale note after fa
17. Attempt
18. Secret code
20. Circus
22. Truss
23. Month (abbr.)
24. Roberto’s yes
27. Beers
29. Elevator alternative
31. Loaf
32. Food consumer
33. For fear that
34. So we see

DOWN
1. Child
2. Gas burner
3. Parent groups
4. Container
5. Possessive pronoun
6. Opp. of chronic
7. Bake unshelled eggs
8. What every child wants
10. Silver-white chemical element
16. Confront
18. Colorado (abbr.)
19. Him
20. Wavy character
21. Brings in a fish
22. Shadow
24. Profanity
25. In __ of (instead of)
26. Goofs
28. Position
30. Make lace
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

the clock is hard, too. And then,
it’s time to put on the choir robe
you’ve brought from home and
walk to the front of the church
with your friends. It’s time to
open your mouth and sing… but
you’re still nervous.
Mama thinks angels will shout.
Daddy reminded you to pick a
spot and don’t worry. You remember all that, so you take their
advice and a deep breath.
Dry mouth. A little shaky in the
knees. That funny feeling just below the ribcage. Yep, that’s a case
of the nerves alright, but “Early

Sunday Morning” shows your
child that things have a way of
turning out fine.
And that can take time, as this
story indicates. The main character, unnamed but based on author
Denene Millner’s own childhood, is ready-not-ready to tackle
what’s obviously a big honor;
through the expressive artistry
of Vanessa Brantley-Newton,
young readers can see the character dealing with Mean Kids and
wrestling with her fears, and that
reticence is easy to identify with
no matter what your age.

But wait – that’s not all. Millner also tells a tale of a tight-knit
community, a close family, and
their collective faith. Of course
this book is about a little girl’s
solo in choir, but you can’t discount the adults, who quietly support the story.
Children who love read-alouds
will enjoy this book, while kids
ages 8-to-10 may enjoy reading it themselves. It’s definitely
a charmer; in fact, once you’ve
read “Early Sunday Morning”
once, you’ll be singing its praises, too.
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Facebook BoostYour Business Seminar
April 13 • Jackson Hilton Hotel
PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY
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piggly wiggly
April 19 - 25, 2017

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS

T-BONE
STEAKS

SAVE ON

CHUCK
ROAST

7

FRYER
LEG QUARTERS

3

PER LB.

4

PER LB.

$ 99

10 LB. BAG

$ 29
TENDER

$ 99

SAVE ON

CHUCK
STEAKS

BONELESS
PORK LOIN

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

$ 49

$ 69

$ 99

3

PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

USDA CHOICE BEEF

USDA CHOICE FAMILY PACK

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

1

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS
PIGGLY WIGGLY

BUTTERMILK
2$
BISCUITS

/4
CHUNK CHEESE 2 $
/5
SOUR CREAM $100
4 PACK 10 CT. CAN .......................
KRAFT

WESTERN STYLE

BONELESS

GWALTNEY

PORK
RIBS

BREAST
TENDERS

SLICED
BACON

$ 49

$ 49

$ 99

1

PER LB.

FRESH TURKEY

WINGS
OR NECKS

69

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

¢

2

PER LB.

SELECT BRYAN JUICY

JUMBO
FRANKS

/3
16 OZ.

2 $

2

12 OZ.

REAL

BLUE PLATE
MAYONNAISE

2

30 OZ. JAR

$ 99

7 - 8 OZ. ...................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

8 OZ. .......................................
ASSORTED

MUSIC CITY
DRINKS

GALLON .....................................
MRS. SMITH'S FRUIT

COBBLERS

PEACH/BLACKBERRY 32 OZ. ...............
BANQUET CHICKEN

NUGGETS OR
2$
PATTIES
..............................
14.4 - 15 OZ.

FRESH PRODUCE
FRESH DOLE

BANANAS

1

2 LBS.

$

FRESH EXPRESS

SALAD MIX

1

12 OZ. PKG.

$ 00

1
$ 99
3

$ 00

/4

ASSORTED

FRESH RUSSET
POTATOES

2

8 LB. BAG

$ 49

TOTINO'S
PIZZA.................................
ROLLS 2 $

/6
MR. P'S PIZZAS 4/$3
17.4 - 19.8 OZ.

ASSORTED TOPPINGS

5.2 OZ. .........................................

