
Mike Espy, the fi rst African 
American elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives from 
Mississippi since Reconstruction, 
a former U.S. Secretary of Agri-
culture, and now a practicing at-
torney, is running for a U.S. Sen-
ate seat against two Republican 
candidates in a special election. To 
win outright, a candidate needs 51 
percent of the total vote or else the 
top two vote-getters will compete 
again in a run-off.

In a conversation about his his-
toric run, Espy refl ects on his time 
at USDA and shares his vision 
of Mississippi’s future. In order 
to win, he says, he will need the 
state’s black, white and ‘purple 
people’ – those who will not nec-
essarily vote along party lines, but 
in sync with his plans for the dis-
advantaged.

Khalil Abdullah: Does Free-
dom Summer, 1964, still resonate 
in Mississippi in your upcoming 
election?

Mike Espy: Yes. In fact, this past 
July [2017], I was in a mule train 
in Marks, Mississippi, and Robert 
Kennedy’s grandchildren were on 
the platform. It marked the 50th 
anniversary of Robert Kennedy Jr. 
coming to Marks, around the same 
period of the Freedom Summer. 
That period still resonates, not so 
much with Millennials, but with 
older people. We revere Fannie 
Lou Hamer and Medgar Evers and 
certainly acknowledge and respect 
everything they did. We have to 
make sure Millennials understand 
who these individuals were and 
their contributions.

KA: Your take on the Presi-
dent’s posture on China and inter-
national trade as it affects African-
American farmers?

ME: I met with black farmers 
in Leland, Mississippi, on this is-
sue. I think the President’s tariff 
policy is short-sighted and mis-
guided. When he imposed that 25 
percent tariff on aluminum and 
steel, I believe he did it as a na-

ked political outreach to voters in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania. He did it, 
maybe not knowing or caring of 
the retaliatory impact on soybean 
farmers. China slapped similar tar-

iffs on soybeans, our number three 
cash crop, threatening the number 
one market [China] for Mississippi 
soybeans.

All farmers benefi t from open 

markets and free trade. We don’t 
need to limit our global markets. 
Our farmers are so good, our 
yields so great, that we have to fi nd 
extended markets to sell for them. 
You can’t do that by inviting retal-
iatory tariffs that close markets

KA: Talk election math for the 
senate seat. Do you need 100 per-
cent of the African-American vote 
to win? How much of the Anglo 
vote?

ME: I tell it a little differently. 
We need African Americans to 
turn out at 37 percent of the total 
electorate, which is just about the 
black voting age population here, 
and was the turnout percentage for 
Obama. If we get 95 percent of 
these voters, we’re going to look 
pretty good. Then all we need is 
less than one in four white votes.

In Mississippi, 15 percent of 
white voters are Democrats, so 
we need seven percent more, pur-
ple people, I call them. These are 

I’m David Baria, the Democratic nominee for U.S. Sen-
ate. We have an historic opportunity to elect two Demo-
cratic senators in Mississippi this year. That’s why I am 
supporting Mike Espy in the Senate Special Election. You 
can and should vote for both of us.

I was born and raised in 
Jackson County, and I’m 
a proud graduate of Moss 
Point High School, the Uni-
versity of Southern Missis-
sippi and the University 
of Mississippi School of 
Law. I’ve been married to 
my wife, Marcie Fyke, for 
26 years. We are the proud 
parents of Merritt, Bess 
and Max. We are members 
of Christ Episcopal Church 
in Bay St. Louis.

As the House Minority 
Leader in the Mississippi legislature, I’ve led the fi ght 
to fully fund Mississippi’s public schools, make corpora-
tions pay their fair share of taxes, develop a comprehen-
sive infrastructure plan, and improve access to healthcare. 
I’m committed to Mississippi’s working families and will 
carry this commitment to Washington as our next U.S. 
Senator.

For too long, our leaders in Mississippi have been fo-
cusing on the 10 percent of things that divide us, instead 
of the 90 percent of things that unite us. For 30 years we 
have sent the same people to Washington and have gotten 
the same results. We are still in 50th place. That’s why I’m 
running for Senate – because to pull Mississippi out of 
50th we need to come together and get our house in order.

When I talk to people all across our state, no issue 
makes this more clear than our broken healthcare system. 
In the greatest country in the world we should not have 
folks having to choose between paying their electric bill 
or paying for needed medications or a doctor’s visit. We 
can, and should, ensure healthcare coverage for all Ameri-
cans so that our communities can be healthy and thrive.

But too often, politics get in the way of doing what is 
right for Mississippians. We have tens of thousands of 
hardworking Mississippians without healthcare cover-
age today, because of the purely political decision to 
not expand Medicaid. This decision by our failed state 

I spent over four decades in public 
education. Two decades in P-12 and two 
decades in higher education. In 2016, I re-
tired from the profession. Really? No, not 
really. Real educators never retire. We can 
never remove ourselves from being com-
mitted to the teaching and learning pro-
cess. We will always be concerned about 
what takes place at all levels in education. 
We keep up with changes in policies, cur-
riculum, state-mandates, educational re-
forms and the views of policymakers. We 
always want students to have the best op-
portunities, resources, quality instruction 
and professional decisions made with their 

future in mind. As a longtime and life-long 
educator, I must submit my refl ections on 
the current issues impacting public educa-
tion in Jackson Public Schools.

The Forest Hill issue must be addressed 
in a professional, thought-provoking, and 
as Stephen Covey notes, “a win-win for 
all. Let’s explore the options. All of us will 
support a win –win for Brookhaven and 
Jackson Stakeholders. Really?

• The band director should be offered 
his job back. Why?

JPS has a shortage of certifi ed educa-
tors. From what I have read, this band di-

rector has been in the JPS for 13 years and 
assigned at Forest Hill for 8 years.

Yes, all of us were saddened to hear 
about the slain offi cers. We shared the 
hurt and anguish of the Brookhaven Com-
munity. Yes, the timing in that setting was 
very bad for that type of performance. 
Weapons of any type, real or toy are not 
allowed. This was a teachable moment for 
educators, to inspect teaching materials 
and ensure that they follow district polic-
es. Teachable moment…..not a pink slip. 
Maybe, he did not have the time to change 
the routine, which utilized numerous 
hours of practice. Surely, now he realizes 
that fl exibility, creativity and a change in 

instructional delivery could have avoided 
all of the actions that have taken place. 

He has been reprimanded and everyone 
in the city, state and nation knows about 
it. He is a trained, certifi ed and commit-
ted educator. Offer him his job back, and 
professional development to address areas 
of improvement. Allow his building level 
school leader to work with him and the 
students.

No views on the leader’s role in ad-
dressing this issue have been made public. 
The leader too is responsible for his pro-
fessional growth and development. 
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Dress for Success Metro 
Jackson presented its Runway 
Fashion Show at the Capital 
Club in downtown Jackson 
October 26. Keeping with the 
theme “Going Places, Going 
Strong,” fashion show par-
ticipants modeled latest styles 
by Ash Clothing, Jayoux de 
Jasmin, Lavish Boutique, Ka-
tie Robert Designs, Thomas 
by Design, Dress for Success 
Metro Jackson Boutique and 
Hines CC Fashion & Design 
Department.

An audience sat before a 
hearty meal and turned heads 
as the ladies stepped boldly 
down the runway in a variety 
of scenes that depicted beauty, 
dignity and confi dence.

Colorful suits, dresses, 
slacks and tops caught the eyes 
of viewers. Styles were plain, 
plaid, checks, stripes, bold and 
subdued. With poise, spunk 
and vigor, models clicked their 
open toed and closed toed high 
and low heels as they strolled 
from one end of the room to 
the other and disappeared from 
sight.

Conspicuous was fi rst-time 
model and member of Dress 
for Success Earlene Scales 
who welcomed the opportunity 
to model. “At fi rst I was very 
nervous,” she explained. “The 
sponsor built up my confi dence 
[and I thank her for that],” she 

continued.
But the business of fashion 

was not the only conversa-
tional piece. Presider Teresa 
Kennedy noted, “The concept 
of power dressing lends itself 
to programs benefi tting women 
and increasing their chances 
for landing and maintaining 
jobs.”

“I think Dress for Success 
is a great opportunity for per-
sons who can’t afford outfi ts to 
dress for job interviews. It’s a 
marvelous idea to bring women 
together for such a great cause 
as this,” said Miss Mississippi 

Asya Branch.
Joi Owens, policy advisor 

and program lead for OXY-
FAM America in MS and LA, 
said that Dress for Success in-
stilled in her a sense of accom-
plishment and pride. Despite 
a few obstacles, “I became a 
successful law student and ob-
tained the opportunity to pass 
the bar. I was in a car accident 
and out of work for approxi-
mately three months.” Owens 
added that she was happy to 
partner with Dress for Success.

Client Services Coordinator 
Margaret Hawthorne main-

tained, “Our mission is to em-
power women. But we not only 
dress them for job interviews, 
we have a career center to train 
them and send them out. The 
career center prepares them to 
write cover letters, resumes, 
etc. Also, a professional wom-
en’s group meets once a month 
to speak to the women. We 
welcome all to come to the 
center and get involved,” Haw-
thorne added.

OXYFAM America donated 
$25,000 to Dress for Success.

“I almost didn’t make it to 
the show because my car was 

malfunctioning. I’m happy that 
I didn’t miss this signifi cant 
event. I learned a lot about 
Dress for Success,” stated Jo-
seph Strong from Yazoo City.

Event chair Mona Arnold 
McBride and co-chair Denise 
Strong were pleased with the 
event’s outcome. “We had a 
successful event because funds 
raised today assist us in mak-
ing an impact in the commu-
nity. We displayed what we do 
in Dress for Success. We had 
women in the program model-
ing and sharing stories of im-
pact,” McBride stated.

Supporters present were 
award winning journalist Erin 
Pickens of WAPT and Jessie 
Primer III, assistant professor 
of music and Department Chair 
of Visual and Performing Arts  
at Tougaloo College.

Program sponsors included 
Title Sponsor: Bank Plus; 
Chic Sponsor: Jim and Donna 
Barksdale; Designer Spon-
sor: Regions Bank and Junior 
League of Jackson; Trendset-
ter Sponsor: Trustmark, Eaton 
Aerospace, CenterPoint En-
ergy, The Mumford Law Firm, 
PLLC, Southern Farm Bureau 
Life Insurance Company and 
Community Foundation for 
Mississippi; and Stylish Spon-
sor: GI Associates & Endos-
copy Center, Pat Chambliss, 
Alvin Franklin, New York Life 
and Malone Hughes.

The mission of Dress for 
Success is to empower women 
to achieve economic indepen-
dence (despite their location, 
language, customs or culture) 
by providing a network of sup-
port, professional attire and 
the development tools to help 
women thrive in work and in 
life.

Dress for Success Metro 
Jackson is located at 350 W. 
Woodrow Wilson Avenue, 
Suite 3410, Jackson, MS 
39213.

For inquiries call Dorothy 
or Margaret at 601-364-1722.

See pictures page 18

 Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Dress for Success Metro Jackson Runway Fashion 
Show and Luncheon: “Going Places, Going Strong”

Bold, beautiful and daring styles displayed at luncheon. PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
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Baria
Continued from page 1
leadership has cost us thousands of good-paying 
medical industry jobs and led us to fall behind our 
neighbors in Louisiana.

My opponent, Roger Wicker, has repeatedly 
voted for measures that shut down community 

health care programs and to allow insurance com-
panies to discriminate against people with preex-
isting conditions. Everyone has a friend or loved 
one with a preexisting condition. Before the ACA, 
wealthy insurance companies had free reign to 

jack up prices, deny services, or kick people off 
their health insurance. No matter how my oppo-
nent tries to spin this, removing this protection is 
bad for Mississippi and I will fight tooth and nail 
in the Senate to protect coverage for preexisting 

conditions.
These are all things that I will fight for in the 

US Senate. I will always fight for what is best for 
Mississippians, without concern for the conse-
quences of doing the right thing for our state.

Espy
Continued from page 1
women who don’t necessarily like the President’s 
rhetoric and the chaos he’s causing. These are peo-
ple who care about the closing of rural hospitals 
and continuing the coverage of pre-existing medi-
cal conditions. They want their children to graduate 
in Mississippi and not have go to Detroit or Atlanta 
for work. They don’t want their kids to have stu-
dent debt. They know I will help them because I’ve 
helped them as a congressman and secretary of ag-
riculture.

KA: In Greenville years ago, elders were chal-
lenged by youth who asked, “Are you going to 
provide pathways for our job future and economic 
development other than casinos and prisons?”

ME: I hope to do that. I’ve heard the same thing 
about casinos and prisons – that we need better op-
portunities. Here’s what I tell them.

Number one. I want you to graduate. Don’t drop 
out. I’m going to do all I can to help you graduate 
without debt. We need to make technical schools, 
junior and community colleges free of charge, at 
least for the first two years. They’ve done it New 
York and in the Los Angeles area. I don’t see why 
we can’t do it in Mississippi. 

Number two. We can find ways to mitigate some 
of that student debt for other schools.

Number three. We want these students to stay 
here. That takes somebody who is pro-business and 
attracts companies where Millennials want to work. 
I brought Deval Patrick to Mississippi. Here’s a 
brother who was governor of Massachusetts twice 
in a state that has Fortune 500s and Fortune 50 com-
panies. I wanted them to see that this has been done 
before. Massachusetts is not Mississippi. But there 
ought to be some collaboration and appreciation 
for best practices we can employ in Mississippi to 
bring jobs here, as long as we have the educated 
workforce. Of those reasons, none include prisons 
or casinos.

KA: Your take on technology, the demands for a 
changing labor force and agriculture?

ME: Those 30 black farmers were already 
“there.” Some owned 6,000 acres, some owned 
two or three farms. They were telling me, they 
may be third generation farmers, but they’re of-
ten first generation to have graduated college. 
They spoke about new technologies they have 

employed that make farming easier. One said, 
when I was with my dad, I had to get in this trac-
tor in the hot sun, but now, I get into a combine 
that’s air conditioned and with hip-hop music. I 
plug in the coordinates, push a button, and that 
tractor drives itself. It picks the cotton, de-seeds 
the cotton, bales the cotton, all in one action. I 
can go from sunup until sundown and give it to 
my brother at nighttime because it’s using global 
positioning. We don’t need any sunlight to oper-
ate. All I have to do is afford it. It costs $250,000 
and a lot of banks won’t lend because we don’t 
have the credit a lot of other farmers have estab-
lished over generations.

We agreed we would focus on something called 
Catch-up, meaning for all the cost-share USDA 
imposes, they would get some benefit more than 
others, for a certain farm size and if you were mi-
nority or disadvantaged. Agriculture has a great fu-
ture, with technologies a lot of students don’t know 
about.

KA: Of the Department of Agriculture, it was 
said racism was so entrenched, it wouldn’t have 
mattered – you or any African American – who 
brought a sensibility for fairness and equity would 
have been fighting uphill.

ME: They called it the last plantation. I guess 
that was a plantation master’s view and I felt that. 
When I came in, I tried to change the culture to 
make it more consumer and patron friendly. I re-
duced the size of it and reinforced a different mis-
sion. I elevated the food and nutrition mission, the 
conservation mission, and what they used to call 
food stamps, I made friendlier for consumers.

More than anything, I elevated the rural develop-
ment mission, to make sure every town in America 
with fewer than 50,000 people had access to water 
and sewer, telephone and broadband, and every-
thing the USDA offers them. I reformed the farm-
ers’ side to make sure there was diversity and class 
satisfaction, regardless of race, and highlighted 
things like rural development.

KA: Is it a valid criticism that you weren’t ag-
gressive enough in uprooting that culture of racism?

ME: Before I got to USDA, there were no black 
farmers on any local county committee anywhere 
in America. There’s something like 4,200 counties 

in America and each county had a USDA presence. 
There were no black farmers on these commit-
tees because members were elected by their peers. 
Those white farmers had never elected a black guy 
nowhere in America prior to 1993. Nowhere.

Knowing that – because I had studied it as a 
member of Congress – I tried to eke reform into ex-
istence, but it didn’t work. The committee formula 
is created by the Farm Bill, a legislative device. 
Congress voted down the law I proposed, that there 
be an African-American farm representative that 
could vote in each of those counties where the Af-
rican-American farm population constituted more 
than 20 percent.

I said, okay, let the Secretary of Agriculture 
choose a black farmer to monitor these committees, 
because that’s where the farmers receive the loan 
approval, at these county committees. Congress 
voted that down.

Meanwhile, I found out there were no USDA 
civil rights agencies in existence because President 
Ronald Reagan had terminated them all. I made 
sure President Clinton understood that those civil 
rights offices should be reauthorized and he did 
that. That’s how the Pigford settlement for black 
farmers came into being.

I created diversity panels at all of the agencies 
under USDA, whether they were forestry or nutri-
tion, for example, to make sure those panels had 
people on them that looked like the consumers they 
served. So, I don’t know what those critics are talk-
ing about. That’s one of the reasons antagonists 
wanted me to leave, because I was reforming and 
doing too much.

KA: In the mid-1990s, a German associate said, 
“Our labor costs are too high and U.S. import tariffs 
make our vehicles less competitive. We’re going to 
make America our Third World. You have cheap 
land in the South and no labor unions.” In years 
since, BMW, Nissan, Toyota have built plants in the 
South. Nissan just celebrated 15 years for one of 
its Mississippi plants. Your response to this foreign 
presence? And is there a labor movement emerging 
in Mississippi?

ME: I certainly invite the next generation of 
global auto manufacturers to consider locating in 
Mississippi. Those are jobs we need; jobs for peo-

ple we need trained. We need more of them – BMW 
plants and all that. We have a Mercedes’ plants right 
here in Mississippi. Those are jobs for our people 
and that’s what I would promote as senator.

Where labor is concerned, I’m pro-business and 
also pro-labor. I don’t think there’s a contradiction. 
I’ve come out for a $15 minimum wage; that just 
ought to be the bottom line. I’m for collective bar-
gaining. Workers ought to have the right to decide 
for themselves whether that plant should be union-
ized. So, I’m certainly for collective bargaining and 
against arbitration. Some plants in Mississippi are 
union and some aren’t. As long as the vote is taken, 
and if it’s an honest and fair vote – without manipu-
lation by the companies – I’m willing to live with 
the results.

These plants are hi-tech, bringing opportunities 
for employees to be trained in jobs of the future. 
I’m all for them coming, as long as labor has an op-
portunity to organize without frustration or penalty.

KA: For those outside of Mississippi, what do 
you want them to know about your candidacy and 
state?

ME: That we have more black voters in Missis-
sippi than anywhere else in the nation. We’re ap-
proaching a 40 percent African-American popula-
tion and 35 percent of them are voters. I want the 
black community outside of Mississippi to under-
stand the dynamics in play here. If black voters turn 
out, at strength, then all we need are white Demo-
crats and purple people, who believe in the same 
thing as I do, that we need to lift the state by lifting 
those who are the most disadvantaged.

For those who want a slice of the American 
dream, irrespective of race, we want to make sure 
that opportunity exists. As senator, I’ll provide that 
for them. If you focus on that American dream for 
those in that socio-economic class I’m targeting, 
that’s going to lift most African Americans in Mis-
sissippi. That’s why everyone needs to focus on this 
race; make sure that we’re serious; make sure we 
can win. I’m going to lift everybody and I’m going 
to lift the black community.

KA: If elected to the U.S. Senate, would you 
consider a 2020 run for president?

ME: No, and I promise you that. We’re focused 
on Mississippi.
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JPS JROTC cadets
to attend MOWW Youth 
Leadership Conference

JPS students learn voting 
rights, responsibilities
in mock elections

Seven outstanding 11th-grade JPS 
JROTC cadets will attend the 2018 Mil-
itary Order of World Wars (MOWW) 
Youth Leadership Conference at the 
U.S. Space Center in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. 

he JPS cadets were nominated by 
their JROTC instructors as candidates 
to compete for selection to attend the 
conference. Board members from the 
Jackson Chapter of MOWW reviewed 
resumes and conducted interviews of 
students from across the metro area. 
Their selections were based on dem-
onstrated performance and interview 
results.

The rigorous process yielded six se-

lectees from JPS with one student spon-
sored by the district’s JROTC program. 
The attendees from JPS are as follows:

Cadet Madysin Bratton, Provine High
Cadet Talisha Brown, Forest Hill 

High
Cadet Jabria Fair, Jim Hill High
Cadet Jeremiah Meeks, Callaway 

High
Cadet Katelyn Russell, Murrah High
Cadet Kendra Sutton, Wingfi eld High
Cadet Darisha Williams, Forest Hill 

High
These students will travel to Hunts-

ville October 24 to participate in the 
four-day Youth Leadership Conference. 
Over 80 other high school students 
from Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, 

Mississippi and Tennessee are expected 
to participate in this conference.

MOWW serves America’s youth by 
hosting Youth Leadership Conference 
programs throughout the United States 
at no cost to the high school students 
who attend.

These students receive patriotic edu-
cation on leadership in a free society, 
concepts of the free enterprise system, 
principles of democracy, the Constitu-
tion and Bill of Rights and civic respon-
sibilities associated with preserving 
American rights and freedoms. Stu-
dents also develop speaking, writing 
and leadership skills, which contributes 
to their development as more engaged 
citizens and future leaders.

JPS high school students re-
cently participated in districtwide 
mock elections.

Youth Ambassadors of the Jack-
son Council of the PTA/PTSA 
(JCPTA) hosted a mock election at 
Callaway High School October 23. 
Students assumed all of the roles 
related to conducting the election. 
They served as precinct manag-
ers, poll workers, signature clerks 
and bailiffs as they led the process 
for the school’s students in grades 
9-12.

The goal of the initiative was 
to help students feel comfortable 
with voting and realize it is their 
right and responsibility. The proj-
ect was a collaboration between 
the school’s administration, facul-
ty, students and parent volunteers. 
The experience was integrated into 
social studies classes led by teacher 
Brian Grizzell.

“Hopefully, repetitively expos-
ing students to voting beginning in 
the ninth grade will give students 
the information to take voting seri-
ously and to participate in the vot-
ing process,” said Michelle Henry, 
a Callaway parent and JCPTA of-

fi cer.
Ballots included candidates for 

both U.S. Senate seats and the U.S. 
House seat relevant to the students’ 
voting districts. A bonus item, just 
for the mock election ballots, asked 
the voters to identify their favorite 
college or university in the state.

The JPS voter education and reg-
istration drive was made possible 
through a partnership with JPS, 
JCPTA, the Hinds County Election 
Commission, Hinds County Circuit 
Clerk, NAACP Jackson Branch, 
the League of Women Voters of 
Jackson, Jackson (MS) Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc., and One Voice.

Several JPS middle and el-
ementary schools also held mock 
elections as part of the statewide 
initiative, Promote the Vote. Spon-
sored by the Mississippi Secretary 
of State’s Offi ce, this program is 
a K-12 voter education program 
designed to encourage voter re-
sponsibility and promote civic en-
gagement. Teacher guides, elected 
offi cials worksheets and congres-
sional district maps were made 
available online to schools that reg-
istered.
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Callaway student casts ballot during a mock election day held at the school 
October 24.



MSU, Adidas unveil special 
“Statesman” uniform

for Arkansas game in honor
of WWII hero Sonny Montgomery  

When Mississippi State foot-
ball takes Scott Field on Senior 
Day against Arkansas November 
17, the Bulldogs will pay tribute 
to MSU alum and World War II 
hero G.V. “Sonny” Montgom-
ery. 

MSU will proudly don com-
memorative Adidas Primeknit 
A1 “Statesman” uniforms in-
spired by the Mississippi Air Na-
tional Guard C-17 Globemaster 
III plane named “The Spirit of 
G.V. ‘Sonny’ Montgomery.”

Montgomery became the third 
person in the United States to 
have a military fl eet named in 
his honor. The C-17 remains in 
active use by the 172nd Airlift 
Wing of Jackson. 

The light onyx base of the Adi-
das Primeknit A1 uniform ties to 
the outer metal shell of the C17, 
while the letters and numbers on 
the front and back of the jersey 
resemble the writing used on the 
plane. The right hip of the pants 
shares the same “Spirit of Sonny 
Montgomery” text which adorns 
the side of the plane, and the 
hand-painted helmet is inspired 
by the tail. The back of the hel-
met contains images of the vari-
ous medals earned throughout 
Montgomery’s military career.

The commemorative jersey 
will be available for purchase 
on www.adidas.com/us/hailstate 
and in retail stores in Starkville 
later this week.

Montgomery, a 1943 Mis-
sissippi State graduate, served 

in the United States Army as a 
second lieutenant during World 
War II where he was awarded 
the Bronze Star for Valor, Le-
gion of Merit and Combat Infan-
try Badge. The Meridian native 
served on active duty during the 
Korean Confl ict in the 31st Na-
tional Guard Infantry Division. 
Montgomery had a long and 
distinguished career in the Mis-
sissippi National Guard, retiring 
with the rank of Major General 
after 35 years.

Montgomery was elected to 
the Mississippi State Senate in 
1956. As a member of the state 
legislature, he introduced the 
legislation establishing the Mis-

sissippi Educational Television 
network. He served in the legis-
lature for 10 years before being 
elected to the U.S. Congress in 
1966.

Montgomery served in the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
from 1967-1997, where he 
championed veterans’ issues and 
fought for a strong national de-
fense. He enacted a GI Bill that 
gave members of the military 
funds to pay for college.

In a November 2005 ceremo-
ny at the White House, President 
George W. Bush awarded him 
the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, the nation’s highest civil-
ian honor.

Kickoff time for the Bulldogs 
and Razorbacks will be an-
nounced at a later date. 

Tickets for the game can be 
purchased at HailState.com/tick-
ets, by calling 1-888-GO-DAW-
GS or in person at the MSU 
Athletic Ticket Offi ce on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Bryan Athletic 
Administration Building (288 
Lakeview Drive). 

For more information on the 
Bulldogs, follow the MSU foot-
ball team on Twitter, like them on 
Facebook and join them on Ins-
tagram by searching for “Hail-
StateFB.” All-access coverage 
is also available on SnapChat by 
searching for “HailStateSnap.
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Individuals preparing to take 
the GRE admissions test are in-
vited to sign up for a prepara-
tion course at Mississippi Col-
lege.

The university’s offi ce of 
continuing education will begin 
the 12 instructional hour course 
over three class meetings.

The course will take place 

April 5, 10 and 12, 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on the campus of Missis-
sippi College in Clinton.

Pre-registration is required by 
March 20. The course is $249. 
Online registration is available 
through www.mc.edu/offi ces/ce 
and select “Test Reviews.”

For more information, email 
cbvance@mc.edu or call 
601.925.3262

Mississippi College offers 
April GRE review course
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi students 
increase advanced 
placement participation, 
achievement

Mississippi saw some 
growth in Advanced Place-
ment (AP) participation and 
performance, with 9,445 pub-
lic school students taking AP 
exams and 4,478 receiving a 
qualifying score in the 2017-
18 school year. The gains are 
a 1 percent increase over the 
previous school year.

Though overall increases in 
AP participation and perfor-
mance were slight, the number 
of African-American students 
achieving an AP qualifying 
score of 3 or higher increased 
10 percent over the previous 
school year and Hispanic stu-
dent achievement increased 
7.3 percent.

“Students who achieve a 
qualifying score on an AP 
exam prove they have met a 
national standard for master-
ing college-level material,” 
said Carey Wright, state super-
intendent of education. “AP 
success among African-Amer-
ican and Hispanic students this 
year indicates the achievement 
gap in advanced coursework is 
narrowing.”

AP participation and per-
formance among Mississippi 
students have both nearly dou-
bled since 2013. According 
to the College Board, which 
administers the AP program, 
Mississippi’s smaller-than-
usual increase in participation 
in 2017-18 may be due to a 
10 percent drop in the number 
of students using a College 
Board fee subsidy to pay for 
the exam. 

In 2017-18, 74 percent of 
students qualifi ed for an AP 
exam fee reduction, but only 
28 percent of students taking 
AP exams used the subsidy. 
Districts are also allowed to 
use federal funds to help pay 

for AP tests for low-income 
students.

“Increasing access to AP 
courses for all students is a 
state priority because it helps 
students achieve at higher 
levels in high school and col-
lege,” Wright said. “Financial 
help for AP is available to stu-
dents in need.”

Starting in the fall of 2019, 
all eight Mississippi public 
universities will grant 3 col-
lege credits to students with 
AP scores of 3 or higher and 
up to 6 credit hours for certain 
exam subjects with AP scores 
of 4 or 5. That means students 
who are taking AP courses this 
school year can reduce the 
cost of attending a Mississippi 
university.

In addition, research shows 
that students achieving a 3 or 
higher on an AP exam perform 
well in subsequent college 
courses, take more college 
courses in the same discipline 
and are more likely to gradu-
ate from college within four 
years.

The Mississippi Department 
of Education implemented 
an AP Initiative in 2015 to 
increase statewide participa-
tion in AP courses. The effort 
includes raising awareness 
about AP benefi ts, increasing 
access to AP opportunities and 
providing AP-focused profes-
sional development for teach-
ers, principals and counselors. 
Participation in AP and other 
accelerated courses is a factor 
in accountability grades.

The number of AP scholar 
awards has nearly doubled 
since 2015, jumping from 585 
in the 2014-15 school year to 
1,092 in 2017-18. AP scholar 
awards are given to students 
who earn qualifying scores on 
multiple AP exams.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Mississippi Valley State University’s Department of Social 
Work will host a Social Work Symposium on Macro Social 
Work Practice from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 5, in 
Room 103 of the William Sutton Administration Building. 
Speakers will include: Kimberly Allen, grants specialist 
for MVSU’s Offi ce of Sponsored Programs; Cynthia 
Honore-Collins, director of MVSU’s Master of Social 
Work program, and Charles Araujo, visiting professor, 
School of Social Work at Jackson State University.

Araujo will speak on social work and lobbying while 
Honore-Collins will speak on community organization. 
Allen will talk to attendees about grant writing. 

The public is invited to this free event.
1.5 continuing education hours will be given to attendees. 
Contact the MVSU Department of Social Work at (662) 
254-3365 for more information.



A capacity audience of family, parish-
ioners and friends fi lled the sanctuary of 
the Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
last week in the funeral and fi nal rites of 
Dr. George C. Washington, III. A mul-
titude of colleagues and academicians 
from Jackson State University and Ala-
bama A & M University completed the 
circle of practitioners who also paid their 
respects to the associate engineer and 
designer of the Pre-Professional Health 
Careers Program at Jackson State Uni-
versity.

Held Saturday, October 20, 2018, 
the Celebration of Life was marked by 
keynote tributes from church members, 
colleagues, former students and family 
preceded by the Chapter Invisible Cer-
emony Friday by members of the Jack-
son Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Incorporated.

Born in Gadsden, Alabama, C. Wash-
ington, received his primary education in 
the public schools and graduated from 
Carver High School of Gadsden. He en-
rolled in Hampton Institute, now Hamp-
ton University, and later transferred to 
Alabama A & M College, now Alabama 
A & M University. He completed his 
undergraduate degree in 1948 where he 
was awarded the Bachelor of Science de-
gree in rrts and sciences with a major in 
biology and a minor in chemistry. Both 
his Master and Doctoral degrees were 
received from Indiana University of 
Bloomington, Indiana.

The professional experience and career 
tract of Washington include the launch of 
his teaching career at Trenholhm High 
School (Tuscumbia, Alabama) and the 
Council Training School (Normal, Ala-
bama) before his migration in 1957 to 
teach at Jackson State College, now 
Jackson State University. Enveloped in 
his teaching career in biology and the 
bio-sciences were his passion for the pre-
professional health studies which gave 
rise to his platform as associate director 
of the Pre-Professional Health Careers 
Program.

The pursuits and accomplishments of 
countless students were championed by 
Washington and are now realized through 
their varied professions as chiropractors, 
dentists, researchers, pharmacists, physi-
cians and teachers.

The forty-two year career stint of  
Washington holds for him several mile-
stone accomplishments including the 
Teacher of the Year Award while serv-
ing as instructor and associate profes-
sor in the Department of Biology. He is 
chronicled as a part of the faculty team 
that received the fi rst National Science 
Foundation grant awarded to Jackson 
State University. He continued to serve 
students as an adjunct professor at Jack-
son State for many years following his 
retirement in 1999.

Charles Spann, a former colleague and 
faculty member remembered Washing-
ton’s hard work as a ‘team player’ that 
was recognized and respected through-
out the academy.

“Dr. Washington was approachable 
and knew how to work with people,” 
said Spann. “He knew how to tell a long 
story short; how to get to the point and 
corral our team. His tenacity in expos-
ing our students to anatomy, bioscience, 
physiology and taxonomy help launch 
the platform of our Pre-Professional 
Health Careers Program. His genius and 
ingenuity propelled our students in the 
higher-order science arena as noted with 
his work with the National Aeronautics 
Space Administration (NASA),” added 
Spann.

Professor, mentor and teacher, with 
a pursuit for excellence best describe 
George C. Washington, III., who genu-
inely cared for his students, encouraging 
them to explore and pursue their career 
stints outside of Mississippi. Dr. Stanley 
Sims, a former student and local chiro-
practor, fondly remembers the classroom 
and life lessons of his teacher and men-
tor.

“Dr. Washington took the time to mo-
tivate and cultivate the gifts in us as bud-
ding and future scientists and health pro-

fessionals,” said Sims. “His classes were 
on demand by students awaiting confi r-
mation of their fi nal class schedules. His 
reputation of an accomplished teacher 
and leader in the pre-health professions 
preceded him. Upon completion of my 
undergraduate degree at Jackson State, 
and at his direction, I quickly found my-
self at a pre-health professions confer-
ence in Davenport, Iowa. I enrolled and 
completed the program where I began 
my career in Chiropractic medicine. I’m 
grateful to Dr. Washington for seeing 
the gifts in me and for encouraging and 
pushing me towards my life destiny,” 
added Sims.

As his fi rst graduate assistant, Sophia 
Leggett remembers the fi rm counsel of 
her boss, mentor, teacher, father fi gure 
and advisor. She keeps the coveted cards 
Washington sent to her during her time in 
graduate school and credits him for life 
lessons beyond the classroom.

“Dr. Washington was quick to direct 
me in pursuing and completing the Mas-
ters of Public Health program, and pur-
suing it away from Jackson State,” said 
Leggett. “The program was rigorous, but 
Dr. Washington sent me notes, encourag-
ing me that I could do it. His advice on 
everything from the credentials of a good 
husband, cooking my fi rst New Year’s 
dinner, and his shared gift of gardening is 
priceless. Planning well beforehand and 
keeping a pen and notepad at my bedside 
are treasured nuggets that will remain in 
my discipline.”

Renault Pannell, fellow yokeman and 
member of the United Methodist Men at 
Aldersgate recanted the years of Wash-
ington’s contributions to the Aldersgate 
family.

“Dr. Washington embodied a profound 
spirit of stewardship steeped in service 
and love that was recognized through-
out our church family,” said Pannell.  
His attitude of service was evident in 
every area of the ministries in which he 
labored. His receiving The John Wesley 
Award in 2009 was no surprise to our 
church family, both the Lifetime Mem-
bership Award presented to him in 2017 
(Aldersgate United Methodist Men) and 
the Dickson Award from the Mississippi 
United Methodist Men underscore the 
unwavering commitment of Dr. Wash-
ington to our United Methodist Church 
family and ministries.”

In his heartfelt and refl ective eulogy, 
George C. ‘Beaver’ Washington, IV re-
membered his father as a man of love, 
of purpose and service. Enduring love 
and commitment to his mother, Dr. Dora 
Washington, coupled with the demands 
for the best for his children were the pil-
lars of George Washington, III.

“I remember my dad as a great and  
generous father. He deeply loved his 
family and approached everyone he met 
with a spirit of respect and dignity. He be-
lieved in a ‘tough love’ as he demanded 
and expected the best from us. He took 
us everywhere with him; our road trips 
to conferences and meetings with both 
my parents, visits to our friends’ homes, 
special programs and events through my 
dad’s fraternity exposed us to a broad 
spectrum of people and programs. He 
never met a strang,” said Washington IV. 
“Regardless of his time, whether we were 
traveling or at home, or in the midst of a 
deadline he had to meet, my dad always 
took time with us.”

“And he took time in the simple grow-
ing pleasures with me,” added Washing-
ton, IV. “I recall one snowy cold day here 
in Mississippi when my Dad erected a 
brand new basketball goal for me in our 

back yard. I was so excited to invite all 
of my friends over at my dad’s approval.  
Upon the arrival of my friends to play an 
aggressive game on our own turf, our ex-
citement quickly turn downwards as my 
dad yelled to us “Now that we have ev-
eryone here, I’ve been waiting to get this 
yard cleaned up; let’s get to work.”

“While he guided and taught us as his 
own children, he also did the same with 
his students. He molded and prepared us 
with one hand while also pounding us 
with the other hand to get the best out of 
us,” said Washington, IV.

Final observances included the mili-
tary rites at the Natchez Trace Memorial 
Park in Madison, Mississippi. The ‘Taps’ 
Bugle call signaled the closing ceremony 
of the fl ag-draped coffi n with the ceremo-
nial folding and presentation of the fl ag 
presented to Dr. Dora Washington.

The offi ce-study at the home of George 
and Dora Washington is an enshrinement 
of accolades, awards, trophies and cita-
tions. These, however, were never the 
motivation of Washington. Grounded in 
faith with ready hands to serve others, he 
labored tirelessly with a sense of humor 
in seizing every opportunity in life for his 
family and students.

A gallery of resolutions and proclama-
tions were received and acknowledged 
during the Celebration of Life service and 
included: the Alabama A & M University 
Alumni Association; the City of Jackson 
Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba; Con-
gressman Bennie G. Thompson; Hinds 
County Tax Collector Eddie Fair; the 
Jackson City Council; the Jackson State 
University National Alumni Association 
(JSUNAA); the Mississippi Senate; the 
Mississippi House of Representatives; 
and the Southwestern Province of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated.

A hallmark of his civic, church, com-
munity, social and non-profi t organiza-
tions and ministries, Washington was 
heralded for his leadership in marshal-
ling the interests of programs and proj-
ects affecting families and communities. 
As a member of the Northwest Jackson 
Optimist Club, he was honored as a 
Triple Distinguished President, the fi rst 
for the Alabama-Mississippi District. He 
was appointed to the Historic Preserva-
tion Committee for the City of Jackson.  
He faithfully served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Piney Woods 
County Life School, one of four remain-
ing historically African-American board-
ing schools in the United States, where a 
greenhouse remains named in his honor.

As a former trustee of the Gulfside As-
sociation, an organization of the former 
Gulfside Assembly of the United Meth-
odist Church, Washington’s discipleship 
is so noted for his leadership and steward-
ship. A certifi ed lay servant in the United 
Methodist Church, he served faithfully 
at both Anderson United Methodist 
Church and Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church. His presence was felt through his 
active participation as a melodious bari-
tone choir member, member of the Prime 
Timers Ministry, the United Methodist 
Men and the Board of Trustees.

His ministry on the United Methodist 
Conference level included: vice president 
and president of the United Methodist 
Men; member of the Episcopacy Com-
mittee; and delegate to the Jurisdictional 
Conference in 2000.

An initiate of the Beta Lambda Chapter 
(Lane College) of Kappa Alpha Psi Fra-
ternity, Incorporated, in 1948, Washington 
is chronicled for his honor, patriotism and 
human endeavor among students and our 
communities.

His mantra of ‘God and Family’ fi rst re-
mains evident in the lives of the God he 
professed and service he rendered to wife, 
Dora, his children and his church fami-
lies. He was the recipient of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award bestowed upon him 
at the 71st Southwestern Provincial Meet-
ing (Little Rock, Arkansas) and the Kappa 
Man of the Year Award by the Jackson 
Alumni Chapter.

At the time of his death, George Carver 
Washington, III was the oldest surviving 
member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity in 
the state of Mississippi.

A Leader with Prestige.
Dr. David Marion was elected the 

41st Grand Basileus of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity at the 81st grand con-
clave in New Orleans, Louisiana ear-
lier this year.

“I want my legacy to be known 
across this country and abroad. I 
think my job is to inform others on 
the power of the Omega man. We are 
so much more than what you see at 
step shows and parties,” he said.

Marion explained that civil right 
injustices and human abuse rights are 
key issues to the fraternity’s platform 
and they will be vigilant to topics such 
as suppression of voter’s rights, health 
care access and Stand your Ground.

“With vast certainty, we will be able 
to attentively tackle all of these issues 
because Benjamin Crump, a dignifi ed 
civil rights attorney, is also the frater-
nity’s legal representative,” he said.

A Leader while on the Path to Ph.D
Marion began his journey to grand 

basileus 39 years ago as a student at 
Mississippi State University. After 
his second year at MSU, he decided 
to transfer to Jackson State.

“I just wanted to be around more 
people who looked like me,” said 
Marion, who earned his bachelor’s 
degree in business administration 
from JSU in 1982.

Furthering his studies, he returned 
to MSU and completed a master’s 
degree in rehabilitation counseling in 
1996. As a member of the Omega Eta 
Xi chapter, he served as vice basileus 
in 1998 and basileus in 1999. The 
same year, Marion earned a Ph.D. in 
counselor education from MSU. He 
later became the organization’s fi rst 
vice state representative for Missis-
sippi in 2000.

A Leader with Purpose
Directly after his tenure as fi rst 

vice state representative, Marion was 
elected as state representative and 
served from 2002-2005. During that 
time, he was appointed seventh dis-
trict historian and then district recom-
mendations chairman.

Composed of four states, Missis-
sippi, Alabama, Georgia and Florida, 
the seventh district is the largest in 
the fraternity. Their chapters, with 
a vested interest for college-bound 
high school seniors, contributed more 
than one million dollars for scholar-
ships. Additionally, members from 
the seventh district’s chapters also fed 
more than 1,600 families in Missis-
sippi and Florida.

In 2011, Marion was elected as fi rst 
vice seventh district representative 
and in 2014, fi rst vice grand basileus 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

A Leader with Passion 
During his term as vice grand basi-

leus, Marion created a program called 
– Brother, You’re on My Mind. The 
program is a worldwide mental health 
initiative targeting African-American 
males in order to reduce the stigma 
attached to seeking help for the disor-
der. Marion said he aspires to consci-
entiously focus on this program dur-
ing his time in power.

The fraternity has already begun 
introducing the program to their lo-
cal chapters and bringing in mental 
health experts and providing informa-
tion on facilities that offer assistance.

“We then took that same energy into 
our community, and set up workshops 
and programs that provided the same 
service for the disorder,” he said. “We 
want to push the Brother You’re on my 
Mind program across the country and 
ultimately around the world.”

Mentorship and paternal programs 
concentrating on relationship im-
provement between a father and his 
child is another initiative that will be 

mandated for all chapters in the fra-
ternity.

“We want all members in our chap-
ters to serve as mentors for our young 
black boys. We need our Omega men 
working with other males, teaching 
them to be responsible, encouraging 
them to be better fathers, and making 
sure they are knowledgeable about 
their rights as a black male.”

The 41st basileus also plans to 
distillate on historically black col-
leges and universities and has created 
a National HBCU Initiative Com-
mittee led by the president of Rust 
College, Dr. Beckley, who is also an 
Omega man. The committee encom-
passes all current and past HBCU 
presidents who are also members of 
the fraternity.

“We are excited about this initia-
tive because everyone asked has 
agreed to serve on this committee,” 
Marion said.

In August, he contributed a total of 
$30,000 divided among three local 
HBCUs, Rust College, Jackson State 
and Tougaloo College.

“We want to encourage alumni to 
give back, increase enrollment for uni-
versities, help with any federal/state 
budget cuts, and help lead any other 
initiatives that are signifi cant to the 
success of our colleges and universi-
ties.”

As a student, Marion credits then 
JSU president John Peoples and Bill 
Cooley, then dean of the College 
of Business, for teaching him “the 
power of being responsible, doing 
the right thing and being a disciplined 
gentleman.”

“I did not interact with Dr. Peoples 
when I was a student, but I saw him 
a lot. When he walked across campus 
towering over us, you could feel his 
power, strength, his leadership and 
his ability to be merciful,” he said.

Marion reminisced for a moment 
and recalled Dr. Cooley being shorter 
than the president, but said the dean 
possessed an equally intimidating 
power and keen amount of wisdom.

“You could sense all of those things 
when you were around them, so that is 
what I wanted to be like,” he explained.

A Leader of his Profession
Professionally, Marion has invested 

his time and talents as the owner of 
Marion Counseling Services, PLLC. 
His wife Dr. Joyce Marion, a licensed 
clinical psychologist, is co-owner. 
Their mental health clinic specializes 
in providing individual, group, marital, 
couple or family counseling. They also 
offer psychiatric and psychological 
evaluations and employee assistance 
programs to businesses in Mississippi.

The JSU alum said African Ameri-
cans, in particular, have a stigma 
regarding mental illness. However, 
once diagnosed, they have an even 
bigger fear of getting help.

JSU Bio-Science and Health Engineer remembered
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Dr. George Carver 
Washington, III

The Mississippi Link Newswire

In August, JSU alum and president of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. present-
ed JSU president and fraternity mem-
ber William B. Bynum Jr. a check for 
$10,000.

Washington

Exuding purpose, passion and 
prestige; Marion explains his 
path to presidency

By L.aToya Hentz-Moore
jsumsnews.com

Marion
Continued on page 9
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Gov. Phil Bryant announced re-
cently he has appointed Kassie Cole-
man as district attorney of the 10th 
Circuit Court District. Coleman re-
places Bilbo Mitchell who will retire 
Oct. 31 from the position. Her ap-
pointment will be effective Nov. 1.

The 10th Circuit Court District en-
compasses Clarke, Kemper, Lauder-
dale and Wayne counties.

“Kassie has faithfully served the 
people of the 10th Circuit Court Dis-
trict in recent years, and I am pleased 
she has accepted this appointment as 
district attorney,” Bryant said. “Her 
experience in multiple districts as a 
prosecutor make her well-qualifi ed, 
and I know she will do an excep-
tional job.”

Coleman has served as an assis-
tant district attorney in the 10th Cir-
cuit Court District since 2014 han-
dling felony cases from indictment 
to fi nal resolution. Additionally, she 
assisted law enforcement during this 
time with their investigations.

“I am honored by Gov. Bryant’s 
appointment to be the next district 
attorney for my hometown commu-
nity,” Coleman said. “I will continue 
to work hard to serve the citizens 
of Lauderdale, Kemper, Clarke and 
Wayne counties with fairness and 
integrity.”

Prior to joining the 10th Circuit 
Court District she was an assistant 
district attorney for the 12th Circuit 
Court District in Perry and Forrest 
counties prosecuting violent crimes. 
She also oversaw all of the commu-
nity service and pre-trial diversion 
programs for the district.

She also served in the Mississippi 
Attorney General’s Offi ce as a traffi c 
safety resource prosecutor and spe-
cial assistant attorney general from 
2003 to 2006.

“I felt confi dent in retiring because 

I knew Gov. Bryant would take the 
time to make an educated decision 
and replace me with someone who 
would be a great district attorney,” 
said Mitchell. “Kassie has long been 
respected as one of Mississippi’s 
brightest and most capable prosecu-
tors. She has been a huge help to me 
over the years, and I’m totally con-
fi dent that I’m leaving the offi ce in 
great hands.”

Coleman holds a Bachelor of Arts 
in Public Relations from the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi and a 
Juris Doctorate from the Mississippi 
College School of Law.

She is a member of the Mississippi 
Prosecutors Association, member of 
the Lauderdale County Bar Associa-
tion, and the National District Attor-
neys Association.

Coleman is the daughter of Jerry 
and Kathy Coleman of Meridian. 
She is married to Jay Mercer and 
has two bonus daughters who live in 
Georgia. Coleman lives in Lauder-
dale, Miss.

Mississippi Link Newswire

There is no “I” in the word TEAM. 
Just ask the Holmes County Central 
High School (HCCSD) Football team. 
Teamwork all season is taking the Jag-
uars to the state play-offs.

For the fi rst time ever, the Jaguars 
won the District 2-5A championship 
with a 52-28 victory over rival Ridge-
land which clinched their spot in the 
play-offs.

The Jaguars have a 9-1 record. Their 
only loss was to non-district opponent 
Niceville, Florida.

There were a few stand-out play-
ers in the game against Ridgeland. 
However, coach Marcus Rogers em-
phasized the team effort it took to win 
this game and the 8 other victories this 
season.

Rogers and the team are already 
claiming the victory over their fi nal 
season game against Vicksburg this 
Friday night, Nov. 2, on home fi eld at 
S.V. Marshall Elementary (formerly 
Tchula Attendance Center) at 7 p.m.

In the post-season play-offs, the top 
four fi nishers in the division take on 
each other. The fi rst-place Jaguars will 
face either Lafayette (Oxford, MS) or 
Lake Cormorant (Walls, MS) in the 
fi rst game on their home fi eld at S.V. 
Marshall, Nov. 9 at 7 p.m.

“Our team is built in the trenches,” 
said Rogers. “The offensive and defen-
sive lines take over the games and af-

ford us the opportunity to be success-
ful. Additionally, we have playmakers 
that when they get their hands on the 
ball, they can take it the distance.”

The fans and all of Holmes County 
are extremely proud of the Jaguars and 
the coaching staff.

“This is a prime example of what 
teamwork and setting high standards 
can achieve,” said Holmes County 
Consolidated School District’s Su-
perintendent of Schools, James L. 
Henderson, Ed.D “Students will do 
their best to rise to an expectation of 
excellence every time. We have some 
excellent students in Holmes County,” 
he added.

The Jaguars are winning on and off 

the fi eld. According to Rogers, the fol-
lowing team members have already 
received junior college or four-year 
university scholarship offers: Jdawaun 
Grant, Artavious Washington, Quo-
darius Crigler, Javontis Mike, Elbert 
Griffi n and Robert Jackson. The team 
expects even more scholarships by 
February.

The following are the Jaguars A-B 
Honor Roll athletes: Deonta Barnes, 
Keyonte Coleman, Abhree Ellis, Dan-
dreyus Giles, Kelvin Gipson, Jamar-
cus Jefferson, Shon Mason, Demonta 
Oliver, Jalen Robinson, Justin Smith, 
Artavious Washington and Jedrus 
Watts. 

Go Jaguars! It’s That Time!

The Mississippi Offender Reentry 
Experience (M.O.R.E.) opened its fi rst 
cottage to returning citizens recently. 
The organization, a faith-based non-
profi t, provides resources and assis-
tance to individuals who have been 
recently released from prison.

“In the state of Mississippi, a month-
ly average of 500 inmates, both male 
and female, are paroled,” said Steve 
Pickett, chairman of the Mississippi 
Parole Board. “Many of these pro-
bationers lack housing, employment 
opportunities, and adequate rehabilita-
tion needed to readjust to a life of pro-
ductivity. Because of this, nearly 70 
percent of these former offenders re-
turn to the prison system within three 
years; and without some intervention, 
this cycle will continue.”

Formerly a cottage of the Oakley 
Training School, the newly reno-
vated and fully furnished M.O.R.E. 
residence will accommodate quali-
fi ed participants who have agreed to 
work under the direction and exper-
tise of trained personnel. Instructional 
courses will be offered that provide 

help with issues including education, 
life skills, addiction recovery, spiri-
tual guidance, fi nancial management, 
anger management, depression and 
criminogenic thinking.

“Returning citizens who have expe-
rienced lengthy incarcerations often 
have emotional, mental, physical and 
spiritual needs that require help in 
overcoming,” said Gene Henderson, 
president and executive director of 

M.O.R.E. “Each of our returning citi-
zens will be paired with an appropri-
ate, trained mentor, beginning six to 
eight weeks prior to release, and con-
tinuing through the duration of their 
time in the M.O.R.E. home.”

By 2020, ten additional M.O.R.E. 
homes are expected to open through-
out the state.

For further information, visit www.
moreMS.org
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Dedicating M.O.R.E.
to change Mississippi

Gov. Phil Bryant appoints 
Kassie Coleman District 
Attorney of the 10th 
Circuit Court District
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Marion
Continued from page 8

“So that leads me to a conclusion. 
When they come through the door, 
if I’m on the other side of the desk, 
I could assist with that stigma by 
encouraging and comforting them 
throughout the whole therapeutic 
process,” he said.

As a leader in dual capacities, 
Marion explained that he believes 
his purpose is to be impactful.

“I don’t think God made me to 
not impact someone, some fam-
ily or community. I think my job 
is to make life less diffi cult for my 
brothers, my family and families in 
my community, my universities and 
our HBCUs. I am here to be a friend 
and to assist others in distress,” he 

said.
A Leader who understands the 

Power of Family
In a touching moment, Marion 

expressed gratitude for his wife and 
mother of their three daughters. He 
also credited her for encouraging 
him to be the leader that he is today.

“People do not emphasize and 
value the importance of family 
while on these journeys. Through-
out my path to president, my wife 
was always there to pick me up, 
keep me focused and give me a hug. 
Her patience and tolerance have 
paved the way for me, and I would 
not be in this position without her 
infi nite support.”



These are dark times. 
Thirteen pipe bombs 
were sent to two former 
presidents and other 
political and cultural 
leaders. In Kentucky, 
a white man shot and 

killed two elderly African Americans 
at random in a Kroger grocery store, 
after failing to force his way into a 
black church. In Pittsburgh, in what is 
believed to be the deadliest attack on 
the Jewish community in U.S. history, 
a gunman walked into the Tree of Life 
synagogue and massacred 11 during 
Sabbath services.

What time is it? In Isaiah, chapter 
21, verse 11-12, the watchman in his 
tower is asked: “Watchman, what from 
the night?” The inquiry comes from 
an occupier and oppressor of the Is-
raelites. The watchman replies: “The 
morning cometh, and also the night.” 
What time is it? Is it dusk moving to-
ward midnight, or dawn moving to the 
day?

We are not bystanders in this drama. 
It will not be an act of nature that de-
cides, nor a matter of fate. What is 
clear is that seeds of violence have 
been strewn across this country. Ha-
treds that lay fallow have been roused. 
Divisions have been sharpened. Rain 
comes from the top, never bottom up.

The president rouses fears of an in-
vasion of an alien caravan coming this 
way. He invents the claim that terror-
ists have infi ltrated the caravan. He lies 
that Democrats are to blame for not 
fi xing our laws, although he torpedoed 
a bipartisan reform bill. He ignores 
the fact that these are people seeking 
asylum, who will gain entry only after 
their applications are reviewed and ac-
cepted.

His appeals to fear are echoed and 
augmented by allies for partisan pur-
pose.Their cynicism is clear. “It doesn’t 
matter if it’s 100 percent accurate. This 
is the play,” an administration offi cial 
told the Daily Beast.

Furious, the murderer in Pittsburgh, 
who raged about a Jewish humanitarian 
group that helps resettle immigrants in 
America, arms himself with an assault 
rifl e and three handguns and assaults 
the synagogue. The president says 
the answer is to arm synagogues and 
churches and schools. Sowing division 

is not an accident; it is a strategy.
President Barack Obama attacked as 

illegitimate with the lie about his birth 
certifi cate. Neo-Nazi rioters in Char-
lottesville, Va. – chanting “Jews will 
not replace us” – praised as including 
some “fi ne people.” The American me-
dia assailed as “the true enemy of the 
people,” the claim of “fake news” used 
to discredit reporting on the inventions 
and lies of the president. Political op-
ponents slandered before mass audi-
ences. What Teddy Roosevelt called 
the “bully pulpit” – meaning wonder-
ful pulpit – taken over by a bully. What 
time is it?

The seeds of anger and hate are blow-
ing in the wind. No wall, no boundary, 
no law can contain them. What we do 
know, as the Bible teaches, is that we 
will reap what we sow. In this dark-
ness, are we moving toward midnight 
or towards the dawn? We can decide. 
The arc of the universe, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. taught, is long but it 
moves towards justice, but only if we 
bend it that way.

This is the test of leadership. It is 
now that leaders must appeal to the 
better angels of our nature. It is now 
that leaders must bring us together 

and remind us of our common bonds. 
Clearly, as president, Trump has nei-
ther the intention nor the capacity to do 
that. He has profi ted from division and 
has no reason to change course.This is 
a time for others to lead, for citizens to 
act to bring us together.

Captive in Egypt, Israelis were 
asked to make brick without straw, a 
cruel impossibility. Under slavery and 
segregation, blacks were asked to em-
brace democracy without the vote, a 
cruel impossibility. Now, however, we 
can vote. We can speak. We can act. We 
can choose to build walls or to build 
bridges with our voices, our votes and 
our marching feet. Today we feel the 
darkness, the hard cold of hatred and 
division.

Will we be a thermometer and sim-
ply record this environment or act like 
a thermostat and alter these conditions? 
Will we choose to descend further to-
ward midnight, or choose to force the 
dawn? Ultimately, we will decide, by 
what we do and what we choose not 
to do, by how we vote or whether we 
choose not to vote, by whether we 
come together or whether we allow our 
fears to drive us apart. Now is the time 
to act.

As civil rights leaders and voting 
advocates around the nation prepared 
for the Nov. 6 mid-term elections last 
week, they suddenly found them-
selves embroiled with a string of hate 
incidents, culminating in arguably 
the most politically, racially and eth-
nically violent week in recent Ameri-
can history.

It started Monday, Oct. 22, when 
a string of public fi gures who have 
been verbally attacked by President 
Donald Trump – including fi ve black 
leaders – were discovered to be tar-
gets of pipe bombs, mostly addressed 
to them through the mail. By Oct. 29, 
as many as 15 bomb contraptions had 
been discovered. None reached their 
apparent targets.

The addressees on the packages 
included former President Barack 
Obama, U. S. Rep. Maxine Waters, 
U.S. Senator Cory Booker, U.S. Sen-
ator Kamala Harris and former Attor-
ney General Eric Holder – all critical 
of Trump.

Others were sent to former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, former Vice Presi-
dent Joseph Biden, former Secretary 
of State and First Lady Hillary Clin-
ton, billionaires Robert De Niro and 
George Soros; former CIA Director 
John Brennan, former National Intel-
ligence Director James Clapper and 
Democratic donor Tom Steyer.

Though none of the bombs explod-
ed, the motive of terror – and pos-
sible death – were clear. Cesar Sayoc, 
56, was arrested by the FBI in South 
Florida Friday, Oct. 26. The Washing-
ton Post described Sayoc as a “former 
pizza deliveryman, strip-club worker 
and virulently partisan supporter” of 
Trump. He was charged with a string 
of crimes connected with the bombs.

Then, Wednesday, Oct. 24, a white 
man was charged with shooting and 
killing two black senior citizens at 
a Kroger grocery store in Jefferson-
town, Kentucky after he tried, but 
failed to enter a black church.

The two victims, Maurice Stallard, 
69 and Vickie Jones, 67, were shot in 
the grocery store and the parking lot, 
respectively. The suspect, Gregory A. 
Bush, 51, was arrested shortly after 
the shooting. Amidst Bush’s ram-
page, a white witness said he pointed 
a gun at Bush in the parking lot and 
Bush looked at him and said, ‘Whites 
don’t shoot whites.’

Ultimately, Saturday morning, Oct. 
27, the nation was devastated when 
hearing that 11 people had been mas-
sacred inside the Tree of Life Jew-
ish Synagogue in Pittsburgh. The 
suspect, Robert D. Bowers, 46, was 
charged with 29 criminal counts; in-
cluding using a fi rearm to commit 
murder, 11 counts of criminal homi-
cide, six counts of aggravated assault 
and 13 counts of ethnic intimidation. 

He is also charged with a hate crime, 
the obstruction of free exercise of re-
ligious beliefs.

Bowers was reportedly armed with 
an AR-15-style assault rifl e and three 
handguns. Witnesses said he shouted 
anti-Semitic slurs as he opened fi re 
inside the house of worship. Six other 
people were wounded, including four 
police offi cers. Bowers, himself, was 
also injured by gunfi re, and remains 
hospitalized this week. It is unclear 
whether he was shot by authorities or 
whether his injury was self-infl icted.

Civil rights organizations, dealing 
with get out to vote and voter protec-
tion campaigns, quickly refocused to 
address the injustices and the threats.

“The NAACP condemns the hate-
inspired killings at the Tree of Life 
synagogue in Pittsburgh. Our con-
dolences go out to those who have 
suffered losses and injuries during 
this horrifi c event. Anti-Semitism, 
racism, xenophobia, and hatred rep-
resent horrible stains on our democ-
racy. When these stains are embraced 
by elected offi cials and demagogues 
who prey on the fears and lowest 
common denominators within our na-
tion, we all suffer,” said a statement. 
“We must say no to hate, fear-mon-
gering and the demonization of dif-
ferences.”
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Stallard Jones

We must not be bystanders 
when darkness descends

Civil Rights leaders address week
of hate while focusing on Nov. 6

Numbering more than 75 million, 
millennials in the United States are 
poised to surpass Baby Boomers to be-
come America’s largest and most pow-
erful group, analysts and experts say.

According to William H. Frey, a se-
nior fellow with the Metropolitan In-
stitute, millennials – people reaching 
young adulthood in the 21st century 
– comprise 25 percent of the total U.S. 
population, 30 percent of voting age 
Americans, and almost two-fi fths of the 
working-age population.

Political pundits say young voters 
might be propelled to the polls because 
of their opposition to Trump. Polls 
show that nearly 60 percent of 18-29 
year olds disapprove of Trump’s han-
dling of his job, the highest disapproval 
rate of any age group. However, despite 
those formidable numbers, it’s still un-
clear how many millennials will cast 
ballots because polls also show that 
young people aren’t overly enthused in 
politics or either political party.

The uncertainty surrounding millen-
nial participation, in what many are 
calling the most consequential election 
in a generation, is unsettling to both 
the Democratic and Republican par-
ties. But Democrats stand to gain more 
if millennials turnout, and if turnout in 
general, exceeds expectations.

Ras Plo Kwia Glebluwuo, 29, said 
he sees a good deal of disillusionment 
among his millennial peers.

“I think Millennials are just going 
about their lives. They’re just turned 
off about voting,” said Ras Plo, an edu-
cator and activist who lives in Wash-
ington, D.C. “I have peers who are 
turned off. Those who don’t vote say 
the whole thing is dirty. They don’t 
want to legitimize the system. Gener-
ally, those who’re heavily involved are 
corporatists.”

Nathan Reuben, 28, said many mil-
lennials were shocked out of their apa-
thy in the aftermath of the 2016 presi-
dential elections, realizing that if they 
hoped to effect change they needed to 
get off the sidelines and become more 
involved in politics. Since then, his or-
ganization, Millennial Politics, through 
a website and the use of web stream-
ing, social media, and livestreaming is 
reaching a swathe of millennials.

Reuben is using his multimedia plat-
form to activate, engage and inspire 
millennials to participate in this coun-
try’s democracy. In 2016, he said, about 
45 percent of eligible millennial voters 
cast a ballot. He agreed with Gleblu-
wuo that cynicism and disenchantment 
with electoral politics played a role in 
the outcome. This time, he said, it has 
to be different.

“I’m hoping for a Blue Wave. I’m 
cautiously optimistic,” said Reuben, 
who is also a Democratic strategist and 
political commentator. “But we need to 
work for it, knocking on doors, making 
phone calls and doing the groundwork. 
We (the country) need to get back to the 
idea of solving problems. We’ve got to 
vote and vote in a larger voting bloc.”

There’s a great deal at stake.
If Democrats win one or both cham-

bers, life for President Donald Trump 
may become more complicated. There 
will be greater oversight, hearings and 
investigations into controversial ac-
tions Trump has taken since Republi-
cans in Congress have not used their 
ability to serve as a check and balance 
to the executive branch.

The Republican-led Congress has 
been implementing a domestic agenda 
that includes more than 60 attempts to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act without 
being able to arrive at a viable alterna-
tive; refusing to grant any type of relief 
to young people overburdened with a 
staggering student loan debt of $1.5 
trillion; and saddling future generations 
with a tax heist dressed up like tax re-
form, which – over the course of a de-
cade – will transfer an estimated $5.7 
trillion from the middle class to the ex-
tremely wealthy.

Millennials are also turned off by the 
hyper-partisan and toxic political envi-
ronment and a president whose rhetoric 

is believed by many critics to have led 
to violence against racial minorities. 
Those incidents included those just 
last week when a Trump supporter was 
arrested and charged with mailing 11 
pipe bombs to some of Trump’s most 
vocal critics; a white nationalist shot 
and killed two elderly African Ameri-
cans in Louisville, Kentucky; and a 
man spewing anti-Semitic comments 
shot and killed 11 worshipers at a Jew-
ish synagogue in Pittsburgh.

Eugene Craig, a millennial conserva-
tive Republican, businessman and for-
mer vice chair of the Maryland Repub-
lican Party, echoed the sentiments of 
many about the importance of the mil-
lennials’ role in the mid-term elections.

“This election is absolutely impor-
tant and will set the tone for the next 
decade. Those who emerge to hold 
power will decide redistricting, city 
and county councils, state and local 
governments,” said Craig, a Baltimore 
resident and managing partner at X- 
Factor Strategies LLC. “Millennials 
will be the most consequential for this 
and next two or three elections. Mil-
lennials represent the largest constitu-
ency, larger than Baby Boomers. There 
is a Blue Wave happening and a black 
wave as well. Millennials are trying to 
send a message to Trump, a few mes-
sages.”

Craig said both parties have done a 
disservice to black people with each 
acting as if black people need to come 
to them, as opposed to politicos show-
ing in word and deed what they have 
to offer and giving African Americans 
a viable choice.

“I put it on party to make people 
fi ght for our support, give black people 
a reason to support them,” Craig said.

Baltimore resident and political or-
ganizer, Dayvon Love, said the politi-
cal environment is forcing millennials 
to reassess their relationships and alli-
ances.

“We’re in an interesting moment 
where Donald Trump being president 
is forcing a conversation between black 
and white millennials,” said Love, di-
rector of Public Policy for Leaders of a 
Beautiful Struggle which is a grassroots 
think tank that advances the public pol-
icy interests of Black people. “Trump’s 
election has impacted relations. Blacks 
are angling to be more engaged…An 
important question is to what extent are 
Millennials going to stay engaged?”

Love has been a vocal advocate and 
organizer since 2010, including suc-
cessfully standing up to the bail bonds 
industry in the fi ght for bail reform and 
leading efforts to pressure Maryland 
state offi cials to abandon plans to build 
a juvenile jail in East Baltimore for 
youth charged with adult crimes.

It’s important for black people to use 
all vehicles available to them to devise 
and implement programs and build ca-
pacity as they create and sustain insti-
tutions, Love says. “I don’t believe in 
legitimizing the current system or see-
ing it as a panacea. But there are things 
we can do like accepting public dollars, 
changing how law enforcement oper-
ates in our community and restructur-
ing education to make it responsive to 
community needs,” he said. “This re-
quires some involvement in the politi-
cal realm.”

Millennials remain 
wildcard in Nov. 6 
midterm elections

Eugene Craig, a millennial Republican, 
predicts, “There’s a blue wave coming 
and a black wave too.” But, he said, both 
parties should fi ght for black support.

 By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com

 By Barrington M. Salmon
TriceEdneyWire.com

 By Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
Founder and President of 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition

Maurice Stallard, 69 and Vickie Lee Jones, 67, were 
at a Kroger grocery store in Kentucky when Gregory 
Bush, a 51-year-old white man, shot and killed him 

inside the store and killed her in the parking lot. 
Witnesses say they saw Bush attempting to gain entry 

into a black church but the door was locked.

Vote
Continued on page 12
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 “Mass shooting 
at synagogue in 
Pittsburgh.” Like 
so many, I was 
horrifi ed when I 
read these words 
on social media 

this past Saturday. The sad part is 
that it wasn’t even a year ago that 
we had the mass shooting at the 
church in Southerland Springs, 
Texas in which 26 people were 
murdered. Watching the news cov-
erage this past weekend made me 
think about the column I wrote 
in June 2015 immediately after 
the shootings at Emmanuel AME 
Church in Charleston, South Caro-
lina and the church in Southerland 
Springs. In both of those columns, 
I wrote about the importance of 
forgiveness.

However, it just doesn’t feel like 
it’s enough to write once again 
about the power of forgiveness af-
ter another mass shooting. Things 
seem different now. The Pittsburgh 
shootings took place less than 3 
days after two African-American 
grandparents were murdered by 
a white man in a grocery store in 
Kentucky and in the same week a 
plot to bomb leading Democrats 
was uncovered.

It seems like instead of saying 
“Forgive,” we as Christians should 
be saying “Fight!” in response to 
the racist language coming from 
the highest levels of government 
that seems to encourage this vio-
lence. But how do we fi ght? Vote 
in the upcoming election? Pray for 
our nation and for God to heal our 
country’s deep wounds of racism? 
Absolutely. But I wonder if that 
will be enough?

Once again seeing a commu-
nity traumatized by senseless gun 

violence makes me think about 
the eerie silence from high profi le 
evangelicals about the recent spike 
in violent racist crimes. The same 
conservative Christians who a few 
weeks ago so boldly proclaimed 
that we should pray for Supreme 
Court justice nominee Brett Kava-
naugh, have been slow to publicly 
condemn the racist violence. 

My question is why are they si-
lent after a week where it is clear 
that there is a dangerous increase 
in religious and racist violence in 
our country? Why are they not 
condemning these horrible acts 
and the deceitful rhetoric that ob-
viously lead to them? The silence 
is deafening…and speaks volumes 
in and of itself. 

It makes me wonder if they agree 
with the controversial statement 
regarding racial and social justice 
created by pastor John MacArthur 
that adamantly proclaimed “…we 
emphatically deny that lectures on 
social issues (or activism aimed at 
reshaping the wider culture) are 
as vital to the life and health of 
the church as the preaching of the 
gospel ... Historically, such things 
tend to become distractions that 
inevitably lead to departures from 
the gospel.”

Perhaps we should all meditate 
on the truth in Jeremiah 22:3 “Thus 
says the Lord: Do justice and righ-
teousness, and deliver from the 
hand of the oppressor him who has 
been robbed. And do no wrong or 
violence to the resident alien, the 
fatherless, and the widow, nor shed 
innocent blood in this place.”

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas, 
Texas based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose After a Relationship 
Ends.” Email her at preservedby-
purpose@gmail.com or follow her 
on Twitter @shewanda.

The need for 
social justiceWe read in 

James 1:13-15 
these words: 
“Let no man 
say when he is 
tempted, I am 
tempted of God: 

for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man: But every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and en-
ticed. 15 Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin: and sin, when it is fi n-
ished, bringeth forth death.”

Many times we look at sin 
as something that seems to be 
innocent, but sin has the power 
to captivate and destroy lives. 
In our Scripture text James 
said, “Sin, when it is fi nished, 
bringeth forth death.” Sin 
seems to be taken too lightly. 
The Bible defi nes sin in First 
John 3:4 as a transgression of 
the law.  First John 5:17 tells 
us that “All unrighteousness 

is sin.” Psalm 119: 17-18 let us 
know that God’s word is law. 
Therefore, it is not left up to us 
to decide the meaning of sin. 
The Word of God clearly lets 
us know what sin is and what it 
is not.  Consider for a moment 
the common phrase: “I don’t 
see anything wrong with what 
I’m doing.” Many times people 
believe that because they do 
not see anything wrong with 
something it is okay to contin-
ue to do it. The Bible defi nes 
sin, so how we feel about some-
thing does not really matter. If 
God’s Word says something is 
sin, then it is sin. Because of 
sin’s ability to destroy precious 
lives and to send souls to hell, 
God is mindful of it. He wants 
us to know that He has sent a 
remedy for sin.

Sin can destroy, but the sin-
ner can be delivered from sin.  
Matthew 1:21 states, “And she 
shall bring forth a Son, and 
thou shall call his Name Jesus: 
for He shall save His people 
from their sins.” People often 

hold on to sin, not even real-
izing the danger of it. The fact 
is, there is a way out of sin 
through Jesus, and the quicker 
people realize it, the sooner 
they can be delivered. We all 
have people who are near and 
dear to us who need to be 
saved, but they fail to real-
ize that now is the acceptable 
time. Today is the day of sal-
vation. No matter how much 
we want them to change, until 
they wake up to what the threat 
of sin is, they will continue to 
live carelessly. 

We need to pray that the 
Lord will move upon the 
hearts of those who are outside 
the fold of God so they can en-
joy the bliss and the beauty of 
serving God. I thank God for 
the love that lifted me. I am so 
grateful that the love of God 
lifted me out of the pit of sin.

If you are outside the fold 
of God, the love that lifted me 
still has power. The Blood of 
Jesus Christ will never lose 
its power.  It can still save lost 

souls. It is wonderful to re-
fl ect upon what Jesus did for 
mankind when He went to the 
Cross.

Ecclesiastes 12:1 says, “Re-
member now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no plea-
sure in them.” (This passage 
is reference to old age). As 
you get older, the things that 
you looked forward to do are 
not as pleasurable anymore 
because age has gripped you, 
and it has an overpowering 
effect upon the body.  Sin has 
that same overpowering effect. 
If you fool around with it long 
enough, it will take you down.

Next week, Part II – “Take 
heed to God’s Word”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

Take heed to God’s Word

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

THE PEACEMAKERS GOSPEL SINGERS Will observe their 34th Year Police Public Relations Program Sunday November 4, 2018 at 3 P.M. 
Pleasant Green M. B. Church Pastor: Rev. Oliver Hodge Located 6634 Kennebrew Road Jackson, MS 39209. Theme: “WE ARE REACHING 
OUT TO TELL YOU THAT WE LOVE YOU” Presenting: Future Laymen, the Hodge Brothers and The Peacemakers. Program Guide: Rev. P. J. 
Williams, Pastor Cornerstone M. B. Church Jackson, MS Speaker: Commander Randy Avery, Jackson Police Dept. Founder: Offi cer Archie Hodge, 
Retired JPD/601 982-4208 H 601 668-5544 C

P R E S E R V E D

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist



Did Mary Kay Exploit “Queen 
Aretha” in Her Most Vulnerable 
Hour? Aretha Franklin’s eight-
hour memorial service August 
31, 2018, represented the cul-
mination of a week-long memo-
rial celebration in Detroit. The 
memorial celebration included 
a public concert at Chene Park 
featuring local and national tal-
ent and a two-day public viewing 
of Franklin who laid in repose at 
the Charles H. Wright Museum 
for African-American History.

Changes to the funeral ser-
vices and planned tributes were 
announced as the week pro-
gressed. One such tribute would 
include pink cadillacs converg-
ing on the City of Detroit from 
all over the country to pay mass 
respect to the Queen. The tribute 
was spearheaded by Crisette Mi-
chelle Ellis—a national director 
for Mary Kay Corporation who 
is also wife of Charles H. Ellis, 
who pastors the Greater Grace 
Temple mega-church where the 
Queen’s funeral would be held.

Mary Kay Corporation, a 
multi-level makeup marketing 
company, is known for tempo-
rarily issuing custom-colored 
pink cadillacs to high-revenue 
generating Mary Kay representa-
tives such as Ellis. Ellis claimed 
the pink cadillac tribute was in-
tended to commemorate Aretha’s 
“Freeway of Love” song, which 
discussed riding down the free-
way of love in a pink cadillac.

Various news outlets reported 
that Mary Kay, Inc. was some-
what leery of Ellis’ plan to host 
the pink Cadillac tribute. None-
theless, Mary Kay aided Ellis 
by setting up a website so that 
owners of pink cadillacs could 
register their intent to partici-
pate in the tribute and attend the 
Queen’s funeral.

As one might expect – given 
the rarity of pink cadillacs – al-
most all of the pink Cadillacs that 
participated in the tribute bore 
the Mary Kay insignia. There 
were a few exceptions such as 
the pink cadillac driven by Ron 
Mitchell that was adorned with a 
badge that read “Aretha Franklin 
is a Queen.”

Near dusk on the day of the 
funeral, thousands of Detroiters 
lined streets to pay a fi nal tribute 
to the Queen. Detroiters at the 

corner of 7 Mile and Livernois 
stood somber, poised with tribu-
tary banners and roses to toss in 
the path of the Queen’s hearse as 
it turned the corner. The somber 
moment of planned respect was 
transformed into a parade of pink 
cadillacs – most of which were 
devoid of African Americans.

One by one, the 130 pink ca-
dillacs streamed by; the Queen’s 
hearse followed. Mary Kay reps 
shouted, “Thank you,” waved 
through their car windows, and 
stood and greeted the crowd 
through their sunroofs while 
rocking to the  beat of Aretha’s 
songs playing on their automo-
bile sound systems. 

Dangerous Precedent: Big 
Business and Funerals

According to Nielsen, a 30-sec-
ond Super Bowl ad in 2018 cost 
an estimated $5 million. While 
Nielson ratings on the viewer-
ship of Franklin’s week of fu-
neral proceedings have yet to be 
revealed, Nielsen calculated that 
Michael Jackson’s one-day me-
morial service commanded about 
31.14 million viewers; those 
totals did not include internet 

views. There can be no doubt that 
the Queen’s services commanded 
massive views. The plethora of 
articles and coverage Mary Kay 
received across the globe from 
its pink cadillac tribute netted 
the corporation free advertising 
worth billions of dollars. For the 
remainder of history, an internet 
search of Aretha Franklin’s name 
will forever return a sea of im-
ages showing Mary Kay pink ca-
dillacs.

Injecting a corporation into 
sacred memorial services estab-
lishes a dangerous precedent. 
While Ellis asserts that Frank-
lin’s young heirs approved the 
tribute, Franklin’s heirs could 
have never imagined in their 
hour of grief that the pink cadil-
lac tribute would evolve into a 
massive Mary Kay advertising 
event. No pastor or pastor’s wife 
should involve a company, espe-
cially one with which they are 
personally affi liated, in sacred 
funeral proceedings.

Many may have been awe-
struck by the visual, specifi cally, 
rows upon rows of rows and rows 
of shiny pink cadillacs, which the 

funeral home seemed to oppose 
lining up in the processional. But 
the staging of the cadillacs at the 
beginning of the processional 
route allowed the drivers to enter 
the processional with ease ahead 
of the Queen’s hearse.

Corporations, including Mary 
Kay, are wholly responsible 
for actions carried out in their 
name. Mary Kay, Inc. execu-
tives cannot be allowed to hide 
their hands when they leveraged 
for their benefi t the unique brand 
and legacy Franklin tirelessly 
built over decades.

According to an intellectual 
property attorney, who asked to 
remain nameless, the heirs of 
Aretha Franklin may have a sig-
nifi cant legal cause of action due 
to Mary Kay’s infringement upon 
Franklin’s private processional.  

While many embraced the pink 
cadillac tribute, a deeper look  
might reveal the tragic exploita-
tion of our “Queen” during her 
fi nal hours.

Note: A call was placed to 
Mary Kay, Inc. for comment. The 
call was not returned.

At this writing, Megyn Kelly is off 
the air at NBC. After her horridly vapid 
statement saying she didn’t see anything 
wrong with blackface, she apologized 
the next day and even invited journalist 
Roland Martin on to take her to school. 
Roland did a brilliant job in explaining 

the history of blackface and the way it demeans Afri-
can-American people, and it was great that he had the 
opportunity to educate, not only his odious host but 
also the millions who watch Kelly daily. So Kelly tear-
fully apologized, and she listened to Martin and televi-
sion commentator Amy Holmes as they talked about 
race. But does Kelly “get” why her remarks were so 
objectionable.

Martin says she does, but I’m not so sure. She pref-
aced her apology by saying that she was not a “pc kind 
of person.” I’m not sure what that means, and what is 
wrong with being “politically correct” if it means be-
ing perfectly civil, informed and mindful of others. If 
African-American people say that blackface is offen-
sive, it’s not a big deal, Kelly. It’s offensive. Whether 
you know the history or not, if members of a group say 
something is wrong, why not accept it? Or does your 
white skin privilege allow you to determine what is of-
fensive and what is not?

This is not the fi rst time Kelly has put her foot into 
racial quicksand. Confi dent in her Aryan-ness, she pro-
claimed that Santa Clause is white, and so is Jesus. 
To declare Jesus white, given his geographical roots 
on the African continent or in the Middle East, is to 
embrace a special kind of both spatial and historical 
ignorance. But if you are vested in the world being a 
narrow white occasion, then you are free to spew rac-
ist myths, or shall we say, “fake news.” On the Santa 
tip, since Santa is not a real person, but a fairy tale fi g-
ment of someone’s imagination Santa’s race is subject 
to the imagination. Kelly seemed to have a problem 
with a black Santa. Why? Does a black Santa offend 
her lily-white sensibilities? Is she so seeped in white-
ness that she can’t think outside the box? And did NBC 
throw the talented Tamron Hall under the bus for that? 
Speaks to their own racial bias and sense of white su-
periority.

It is tragic to consider that Kelly has three young 
children who are undoubtedly being infl uenced by her 
warped racial views. But NBC may, perhaps, be re-
considering their relationship with Kelly. It would be a 
great loss if she were bounced off the air, though there 
are some who think she has learned her lesson suffi -
ciently to continue her career.

What if, instead of losing her job, she was involved 
in a “black immersion” experience? What if she had to 
spend a month in a dormitory at Bennett or Spellman 
College, spending time with the young black women 
she seems not to have taken into consideration here-
tofore?

What if her conversation with Martin could be the 
fi rst of many, and she was directed to spend time with 
Essence Editor Emerita Susan Taylor, with NNPA 
Chair Dorothy Leavell, with Jada Pinkett Smith, with 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, and others. Might that make a dif-
ference for the ill-educated Megyn Kelly? Or maybe 
she should just read a book or two.

Fifty years after the Kerner Commission report it is 
clear that there are still two Americas, one black, and 
one white. Two Americas, with two different realities, 
and few bridges to understanding. This is why, even in 
all-white communities, black history must be taught. 
This is why our textbooks ought to speak, realisti-
cally about enslavement, Reconstruction, Jim Crow, 
and lynching. This is why we need to bust the myth 
that lynchings were about sex – black men lusting af-
ter white women. Actually, too many lynchings were 
about economic envy – white men lusting after black 
people’s property. After white vandals destroyed the 
Greenwood section of Tulsa, Oklahoma, one report ac-
tually described the cause of the devastation as “Too 
Many N---rs Having Too Much Money.”

Kelly is not the only white person who is ignorant of 
American history (because the history of black people 
really is American history). White ignorance is one 
of the reasons I look askance at some aspects of the 
#MeToo movement. White ignorance is a choice, es-
pecially among adults who can educate themselves and 
expose themselves to the totality of history. Kelly chose 
to expose herself to Martin and Holmes. Too bad she 
shot off her uninformed mouth before she got educated. 
Perhaps she will now remove the term “p.c.” from her 
vocabulary unless she happens to mean perfectly civil.

Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist. Her 
latest book “Are We Better Off? Race, Obama and 
Public Policy” is available via www.amazon.com for 
booking, wholesale inquiries or for more info visit 
www.juliannemalveaux.com
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Politically 
correct, or 
perfectly civil

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

The NAACP continued, “It’s 
unfortunate that this tragedy fol-
lows the terroristic behavior of 
those who feel justifi ed in send-
ing bombs to those who differ 
politically. Our nation at its best 
represents inclusion and opportu-
nity. This is one side of America, 
yet on the other side of America 
exists, the often embraced idea 
of using violence toward those 
with different political views. It’s 
a side our community knows all 
too well and continues to experi-
ence. We empathize with mem-
bers of the Jewish community at-
tending a baby naming service at 
a synagogue, children at a school 
or being separated from parents 
at our borders or simple church-
goers seeking to worship in peace 
– all of it is wrong and disheart-
ening.”

The Congressional Black Cau-
cus issued a statement on the 
Kroger Grocery Store and the 
synagogue shootings simultane-
ously.

“It brings me great sorrow to 
have to recurrently address the 
public and console our loved ones 
due to acts of grotesque, racially 

charged hate and pure evil,” said 
Rep. Cedric Richmond, CBC 
chairman. “This is not the United 
States of America that we should 
know, love or grow accustomed 
to.”

Richmond continued, “We can-
not sit back and watch as bigots 
and racists take the lives of inno-
cent Americans, and we must not 
stay silent while white national-
ists continue to feel emboldened 
and empowered by the tacit ap-
proval of our highest form of 
leadership. At a time like this, it 
is clear that we must perform an 
audit of our core values, evalu-
ate what we really stand for, and 
then take the necessary correc-
tive steps to ending anti-Semitic 
and other racially charged acts of 
violence from becoming a com-
mon occurrence.”

Despite the havoc of the week 
of hate, the terror was nothing 
new to black people, Richmond 
noted.

He wrote, “African Americans 
know well the deeply rooted pain 
also experienced by those in the 
Jewish community on the ac-
count of the fl agrant racists and 

bigots that poison our country. 
Events ranging from the 16th 
Street Baptist Church bombing 
in Birmingham, Alabama to the 
Mother Emanuel A.M.E. Church 
massacre in Charleston, South 
Carolina, to the Freedom Sum-
mer murders in Mississippi, both 
African Americans and the Jew-
ish community know what it is 
like to be targeted and routinely 
persecuted all in the name of fear 
and hate.”

Painful refl ections on the hate 
incidents played out through 
heartfelt posts on social media. 
Theodore Shaw, distinguished 
professor of law and director of 
University of North Carolina 
Center for Civil Rights, who is 
also former director-counsel and 
president of the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund, posted an exten-
sive refl ection on Facebook.

“Yesterday, with all of the focus 
on the mail bombs sent to liberal/
Democratic leadership, almost 
lost in the news was the Kentucky 
shootings of two African Ameri-
cans by a white man who almost 
went into a black church to kill 
and maim African-American 

worshipers. Today, in Pittsburgh, 
a hate-driven anti-Semite entered 
a synagogue and killed eleven 
people,” Shaw wrote, “Jews, Af-
rican Americans, Muslims, Mexi-
cans, Central and South Ameri-
cans, migrants, LGBTQ people, 
women and others are objects of 
hatred and violence simply be-
cause of who and what they are. 
My heart aches for our country 
and what it is these days.”

Shaw concluded with a skillful 
refocus on the upcoming elec-
tion: “We cannot shoot our way 
out of this problem. Nor can we 
look to the individual who oc-
cupies the White House. He is 
part of the problem, not part of 
the solution. We have to express 
solidarity with one another and 
condemn hatred on all grounds. It 
is up to all people of good will to 
reject this madness, and to stand 
with any community targeted be-
cause of who and what they are. 
And to vote for those who share 
the values of inclusion, diversity 
and, dare I say, the beloved com-
munity. And vote to turn out of 
offi ce or stop the election of hat-
ers.”

Vote
Continued from page 10

Exploitation of Aretha Franklin
 By Jerroll Sanders
TriceEdneyNewswire

Mary Kay advertisement inscribed on rear window of vehicle

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist
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Sickweather app keeps tabs on 
the illness action in your area

Join Spirit of Women and 
Catherine Strange for their 
next hands-on event, Creat-
ing a Thanksgiving Center-
piece. The event will be held 
Thursday, November 15, from 
10 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. at 
Henington House, 106 Walnut 
Street in Hattiesburg.

Attendees will gather at 10 
a.m. to register and enjoy cof-
fee and baked treats before 
digging in to their projects. 
Everyone should bring a ves-
sel, like pottery, a vase, or a 
basket to take home; this will 
be used to create your center-
piece. Wear casual clothes and 
be ready to get your hands a 

little dirty because centerpiec-
es will be created using moss, 
plants and other outdoor items. 
Live plants will be available 
for purchase if you would like 
to create a living centerpiece.

Cost to attend the fall work-
shop, Creating a Thanksgiving 
Centerpiece, is $30 for Spirit 
of Women members and $35 
for non-members. The dead-
line to register is Friday, No-
vember 2.

This event will be limited to 
30 people so register today.

To register, visit forrestgen-
eral.com/fallworkshop or call 
Spirit of Women at 601-288-
4968 from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

The fl u is here and will 
continue to increase through 
the end of the year. The great-
est growth will be between 
Thanksgiving and the second 
week of January 2019.

This national fl u forecast 
comes from Sickweather®, 
the world’s fi rst real-time map 
of sickness and the largest 
crowdsourcing community of 
its kind, who recently released 
their fi rst look into the 2018-
19 infl uenza season.

The Sickweather app tracks 
25+ reported illnesses and 
symptoms (including the fl u) 
to show a real-time, street-
level view of what’s trend-
ing within a specifi c area. By 
tracking current illnesses, peo-
ple can make more informed 
decisions about their health 

and well-being.
Currently, the top three re-

ported illnesses and symptoms 
trending in the Jackson area 
are fever, common cold and 
cough.

To get local illness trends 
anywhere in the U.S., down-
load the free Sickweather app 
at About Sickweather. 

Sickweather processes mil-
lions of illness reports each 
month. The company has been 
recognized for accurately 
forecasting outbreaks up to 15 
weeks in advance.

Sickweather is committed 
to providing consumers and 
businesses the most accurate, 
predictive and meaningful 
sickness forecasts in the world 
– for reducing healthcare costs 
and saving lives.

Visit www.sickweather.com

Forrest General is proud to 
announce the Junior Cheerlead-
er, Junior Football Player and 
Darlin’ of the Game for the No-
vember 3 home game. Watch the 
sidelines before the game and 
during halftime for these young 
fans as Southern Miss takes on 

Marshall this Saturday.
Junior Football Player of 

the Game for the November 
3 matchup is Dawson Weath-
ers. Dawson is a third grader at 
Benedict Day School and is the 
son of Brad and Sherri Weath-
ers.

Junior Cheerleader of the 

Game is Maggie Reese Hamlett. 
Maggie is a 2nd grader at Long-
leaf Elementary School in Oak 
Grove. She is the daughter of 
Kyle and Susan Hamlett.

Madison Henderson, a Junior 
at Richton High School, will 
join the Dixie Darlings as Dar-
lin’ of the Game for November 

3. Madison is the daughter of 
Josh and Sabrina Henderson.

For more information on For-
rest General and its available 
services, visit forrestgeneral.
com or call 1-800-844-4445.

Find us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/ForrestGeneral-
Hospital.

By the time 
you read this 
column, you’re 
either preparing 
for Halloween, 
or you’re look-
ing at the piles 

of candy you weren’t able to 
give out, or that is the bounty 
of the young Trick-or-Treaters 
in your household. In either 
case, we’re talking about a lot 
of candy, because the indus-
try makes sure there is lots of 
it, and it’s both appealing and 
relatively cheap. Current data 
shows that about $2 billion is 
spent on candy each year at 
Halloween alone.

If you’re like most of us, and 
you’ve avoided candy bars, 
candy corn or M&Ms since last 
Halloween season, you’ll want 
to permit yourself to indulge. 
But when you fi nally let your-
self have “just one mini candy 
bar,” your brain lights up with 
interest and it’s often hard to 
stop.

As Halloween and other 
holiday candy takes over store 
shelves, advice on how to resist 
such candy takes over nutrition 
headlines. But the science of 
eating behavior shows that the 
more we try not to eat some-
thing, the more likely we are to 
overeat it. So before you vow 
to keep all of the candy out of 
your house or curse your lack 
of willpower, here’s some of 
the health reasons you need to 
help resist the urge.

Most people like to indulge 
in a candy bar now and then but 
doing so regularly has negative 
effects on your health. Candy 
is high in sugar and many types 

also contain unhealthy amounts 
of fat and calories. Sweets of-
ten contain no nutrients, mak-
ing them empty calories that 
contribute to health problems.

The ingredients used to make 
candy are full of calories. Sug-
ar, chocolate, caramel, nuts and 
nougat are several examples of 
ingredients used to make candy 
that are high in calories and, 
in some cases, fat. Eating too 
many calories every day results 
in weight gain if you cannot 
burn them off. An average of 
40 percent of the sugar people 
consume is stored in the body 
as fat.

If you are fi lling up on candy, 
you leave little room for nutri-
ent-dense foods that support 
your health. Candy contains no 
vitamins and very small, if any, 
amounts of minerals, which 
means you are satisfying hun-
ger but doing nothing to meet 
your daily nutrient intake re-
quirements. Furthermore, high 
sugar intake actually robs you 
of much needed nutrients, such 
as calcium, because your body 
must use them to digest sugar. 
This contributes to the develop-
ment of nutrient defi ciencies, 
resulting in a variety of health 
problems, including anemia 
and a lowered immunity.

Eating too much candy leads 
to the development of cavities. 
Sugar plays a large role in this 
process because the bacteria 
that causes cavities feeds on 
sugar. The more sugary candy 
you eat, the more this harm-
ful bacteria is able to multiply 
and damage your teeth. Eat-
ing a lot of candy also plays a 
role in bleeding gums and los-
ing teeth because sugar allows 
bacteria to damage your teeth 

and surrounding gums, leading 
to corrosion and deterioration. 
Caramel, taffy and other chewy 
candies stick to teeth, eroding 
the enamel and leading to de-
cay.

High-fat, high-calorie and 
high-sugar diets are respon-
sible for a whole host of health 
conditions. Large amounts of 
sugar contributes to insulin 
resistance, which can cause 
diabetes. Sugar leaches cal-
cium from your bones, making 
osteoporosis a worry. Eating a 
lot of fat increases your risk of 
heart disease, obesity and de-
pression. Poor diets lower the 
effectiveness of your immune 
system, making it easier for 
your body to succumb to a vi-
rus. Many of these conditions 
play a role in the development 
of others. For example, being 
overweight increases your risk 
of heart disease and diabetes.

If you’re eating sugar-free 
candy, a wild and crazy binge 
could give you what’s know as 
“Halloween diarrhea,” the ex-
plosive effect of the artifi cial 
sweetener sorbitol.

One of the most common 
health warnings about Hal-
loween candy comes from the 
FDA: Don’t eat too much black 
licorice.

This isn’t about the calories 
inherent in candy, but rather 
about glycyrrhizin, the natu-
ral sweetening compound that 
comes from the licorice root. 
The compound causes the 
body’s potassium levels to fall, 
which can have nasty side-ef-
fects for some people. These 
effects include abnormal heart 
rhythms, high blood pressure, 
swelling, lethargy and even 
congestive heart failure.

And if you’re chowing down 
on tons of black licorice and 
you feel your heart rhythm go-
ing funny, stop eating it and 
talk to a doctor. So take it easy 
on the black Twizzlers (the red 
ones aren’t even licorice, mind 
you, but they have their own 
health implications if eaten in 
excess).

If you’re looking for ad-
ditional advice about dealing 
with Halloween candy and 
children in your household, 
let me leave you with the re-
sults of a recent study: It only 
takes 2 weeks to see increases 
in cholesterol levels in young, 
healthy people.” Increases in 
cholesterol levels, a risk fac-
tor for cardiovascular disease, 
might start to show up even 
sooner.

Remember, I’m not a doc-
tor. I just sound like one. Take 
good care of yourself and live 
the best life possible! 

The information included in 
this column is for educational 
purposes only. It is not intend-
ed nor implied to be a substi-
tute for professional medical 
advice. The reader should al-
ways consult his or her health-
care provider to determine the 
appropriateness of the informa-
tion for their own situation or 
if they have any questions re-
garding a medical condition or 
treatment plan.

Glenn Ellis, is a Health Advo-
cacy Communications Special-
ist. He is the author of Which 
Doctor?, and Information is 
the Best Medicine. For more 
good health information listen 
to Glenn, on radio in Philadel-
phia; Boston; Shreveport; Los 
Angeles; and Birmingham., or 
visit: www.glennellis.com
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Forrest General’s Spirit 
of Women and Catherine 
Strange present a Fall 
workshop, Creating a 
Thanksgiving Centerpiece

2018-19 fl u season 
will be active

Forrest General announces Junior 
Cheerleader, Football Player and 

Darlin’ of the Game for November 3

Why resist those 
halloween and holiday 

candy binges?
 By Glenn Ellis
TriceEdneyWire.com

 • Work with the students at Forest Hill. Let this be a great teach-
able moment for them. They too can learn to make adjustments in 
life based on current situations. They need to learn that scripts and 
routine can be adjusted for the good of the order. Teach them to 
stop, think and refl ect. In life we always have to justify actions and 
decisions. Teach them so they will know how to respond to change. 
Sensitivity, compassion, empathy are traits from this scenario that 
can be discussed as real life experiences and outcomes. I am sure 
the students can come up with many ways to restore a working 
relationship with stakeholders in Brookhaven, and show that they 
are intelligent, non-violent and respectful individuals, if directed to 
use this as a teachable moment.

• JPS has a Better Together Commission. Is it not there charge to 
enhance, upgrade, restore and transform education in JPS? Where 
is this diverse group now when the district is facing this critical 
issue? Is this item even on their agenda, at least for discussion…
if not action?

• I am shocked at the position taken by the Mississippi High 
School Activities Association. How can they make this decision 
in a “closed session” when the majority of their activities are con-
ducted in Public Schools? There was no mention of the names and 
districts of the 14 administrators who supported the decision re-
garding Forest Hill Band. I can understand not allowing for pub-
lic comment. I surely cannot understand, not allowing interested 
stakeholders to attend the meeting. This type of behavior empow-
ers stakeholders to have reservations on the fairness and ethical 
decision -making practices.

There are so many other issues that are impacting teaching and 
learning in JPS… Let’s provide real support and address the real 
issues. It is time to get real and offer real support. We must move 
on to make this a successful school year for everyone.

Retired educators still support public education.
                                                                     LaVerne Gentry, Ph.D.

Education
Continued from page 1



CLASSIFIED

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Jackson hereby gives notice that its annual audited fi nancial 
report for the year ended September 30, 2017 has been completed. Cop-
ies are available to the public at 219 S. President St., Jackson, MS 39201.

11/1/2018
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(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent

Garrett 
Enterprises 

Building

Plot for Sale
Garden Memorial Park Cemetery

8001 US 49, Jackson, MS
Plot # 1A-76-1

Call 601-209-1504 or 323-806-2044
10/11/2018, 10/18/2018, 10/25/2018, 11/1/2018, 11/8/2018

LEGAL

10/18/2018 10/25/2018 11/1/2018

LEGAL

10/25/2018, 11/1/2018, 11/8/2018 

LEGAL

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3082 Food Service Warehouse Food Products

Bid 3083 Food Service Warehouse Paper & Stock Supplies

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Offi ce, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Pre-
vailing Time) November 13, 2018, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened. Proposal 
forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained free of charge by emailing 
pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be 
picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS website at  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

10/25/2018, 11/1/2018

LEGAL

Notice to Contractors/Sub-Contractors

Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area (”HFHMCA”), a Christian non-
profi t affordable housing ministry, is seeking qualifi ed construction general 
contractors/sub-contractors in the following areas to support construction of 
new homes or rehabilitation and remodeling of existing homes primarily in the 
City of Jackson plus possible work in Hinds, Rankin and Madison Counties, 
Mississippi:
General residential contactors and sub/contractors; framing, siding, cornice, 
and decking; drywall, painting; electrical, HVAC, insulation, plumbing, roofi ng, 
tree trimming & removal, site prep, foundation contractors, home inspectors 
and home appraisers as well as remodelers and handymen.
Qualifi cations: All contractors and subs must provide current evidence of gen-
eral liability and workers’ compensation insurance. HFHMCA is an equal op-
portunity employer. All proposals will be considered without attention to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, veteran 
or disability status. Proposals are encouraged from small, women, minority 
owned and certifi ed Section 3 businesses.
HFHMCA is a licensed contractor and is licensed by the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Banking and Consumer Finance, NMLS Number 283632.
For information contact:
Bridget Steed
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area
615 Stonewall St
Jackson, MS 39213
601.353.6060

11/1/2018

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Jackson is accepting Contractor Applications for the Blight Elimination 
Program, until 5:00 PM, CDT on Tuesday, November 20, 2018 in the Offi ce of 
Housing and Community Development.

Applications are available at 218 S. President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, MS  
39201, and on the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov. The application must be 
fi lled out in its entirety and all required documentation must be attached at the time 
of application submission. The City of Jackson reserves the right to approve and 
terminate contractors for the Blight Elimination Program at any time.

Questions should be directed to: Valerie Tucker, 601-960-4238 or email vtucker@
city.jackson.ms.us

11/1/2018

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Jackson is accepting Contractor Applications for all City of Jackson 
funded Housing Rehabilitation and Lead Hazard Control Programs, until 5:00 
PM, CDT on Friday, November 30, 2018 in the Offi ce of Housing and Commu-
nity Development, 218 South President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, MS, 39201.

Applications are available in the Offi ce of Housing and Community Develop-
ment, located at 218 S. President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, MS  39201, 
and on the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov. The application must be fi lled 
out in its entirety and all required documentation must be attached at the time 
of submission. The City of Jackson reserves the right to approve and terminate 
contractors for all Housing Rehabilitation and Lead Hazard Control Programs 
at any time.

Questions should be directed to:
Valerie Tucker, 601-960-4238 or email vtucker@city.jackson.ms.us

11/1/2018

LEGAL

Job Vacancy Announcement

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR – 
City of Yazoo City, PO Box 689, Yazoo City, MS  39194

Closing Date:  Open until fi lled. The City intends to fi ll this position as 
soon as practical. 

 JOB SUMMARY:  To plan, direct, and manage the day to day operations, 
projects and operations of street maintenance and construction, grounds 
maintenance, engineering, traffi c engineering, building maintenance, 
fl eet maintenance, storm water drainage system and solid waste collec-
tion and disposal. Ensure the effi cient operation of machinery and opera-
tions of equipment, physical plant, and grounds are in accordance with 
state law, city ordinances, policies, rules and regulations; to coordinate 
assigned activities with other city departments and outside agencies and 
contractors.  Manage and direct budget, manpower resource allocation 
and human resource management.  Candidate must demonstrate ability 
to manage through delegation.

Qualifi cations:  Including, but not limited to operational characteristics, 
services and activities of a comprehensive public works program; man-
agement skills to analyze programs, policies and operational needs; 
construction techniques involving streets and roads, drainage systems, 
fl ood control and sanitary sewers. A complete list of qualifi cations may 
be requested from the Offi ce of the City Clerk at 662-746-1401 or kwil-
liams@yazoocityms.us. 

Experience:  Five to eight years of increasing responsibility in public 
works management, construction or a related fi eld, including four years 
of administrative and supervisory responsibility.

Training:  Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university with 
major course work in civil engineering, public administration, business 
administration or a related fi eld. 

Additional Requirements:  Valid driver’s license and the possession of, or 
ability to obtain, an appropriate, valid Class C driver’s license.

Residency: All employees of the City of Yazoo unless a waiver has been 
approved by the governing authorities in accordance with law must re-
side within Yazoo County, Mississippi.  All employees shall establish resi-
dency in Yazoo County Mississippi within six (6) months of employment 
and shall maintain residency within Yazoo County during the term of their 
employment.

Background: A criminal background check will be conducted along with a 
department of motor vehicles background check.  Prior to starting work, 
applications must submit to pre-employment drug test physical, and psy-
chological exam by a physician designated by the City of Yazoo City paid 
for by the City. 

How to Apply:  Resume with a completed application must be submitted 
to the City Clerk’s Offi ce, City of Yazoo City, 128 E Jefferson St, Yazoo 
City, MS  39194.  Applications may be obtained from the City Clerk 662-
746-1401, kwilliams@yazoocityms.us or www.cityofyazoocity.org

We consider applicants for all positions without regard to race, color, 
religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or veteran 
status, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.  The City 
of Yazoo City is a “Drug Free Workplace”.

11/1/2018



 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortifi cation and I-55
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
WALGREENS  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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LEGAL

REQUEST FOR
PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES

OF THE
JACKSON ZOOLOGICAL PARK

The City of Jackson, Department of Parks and Recreation is seeking assis-
tance from management fi rms or individuals desiring to provide profession-
al management services  at a City of Jackson facility, known as Jackson 
Zoological Park, located at 2918 West Capitol Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  
Professional management fi rms or individuals that may be interested in 
contracting with the City of Jackson for such services  are hereby invited 
to submit a response to this request in accordance with the requirements 
set forth herein.

Sealed Professional Management Service packets will be received by the 
City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. President Street, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi  39201 or at the Post Offi ce Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, 
until 3:30 p.m., local time, November 13, 2018.

The bid advertises August 29, 2018 through November 1, 2018; however, 
bids will be accepted, and are to be stamped by the City Clerk, prior to the 
November 13, 2018, 3:30 p.m. deadline.  Bid Opening Date:  November 
13, 2018.

This Request For Professional Management Services is also being posted 
on the Central Bidding website at:  https://www.centralauctionhouse.com/
main.php.  You may submit your bids electronically through this provider.  
Packets may also be secured from the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation, 1000 Metro Center, Suite 104, Jackson, Mississippi, 39209, tele-
phone number (601) 960-0471. 

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on September 5, 2018,  from 1:30 p.m. 
to 3:30 p.m., local time, in the City of Jackson Metro Conference Room, lo-
cated at 1000 Metro Center, Suite 104, Jackson, MS  39209.  All interested 
parties are encouraged to attend.

Professional Management Service packets  shall be submitted in triplicate, 
sealed and deposited with the City of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour 
and date designated above. Each bidder shall write its certifi cate of re-
sponsibility number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing its 
proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all Professional 
Management Service packets and to waive any and all informalities.

Ison B. Harris, Jr., Director 
Department of Parks and Recreation  

Dr. Robert Blaine, Chief Administrative 
Offi cer (CAO)
Offi ce of the Mayor

8/30/2018, 9/6/2018, 9/13/2018, 9/20/2018, 9/27/2018, 
10/4/2018, 10/11/2018, 10/18/2018, 10/25/2018, 11/1/2018
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PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Poor Peoples Campaign 2018
Greater Mt. Calvary  M.B. Church  •  October 24, 2018  •  Jackson, MS
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Our MS Magazine’s Most 
Infl uential African Americans

The Westin Jackson  •  October 25, 2018  •  Jackson, MS
PHOTOS BY ANITA YOUNG
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PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Dress For Success 2018
The Capital Club  •  October 26, 2018  •  Jackson, MS



BOOK REVIEW:

“MY LOVE STORY”
BYTINA TURNER (WITH DEBORAH DAVIS 
  AND DOMINIK WICHMANN)
  C.2018, ATRIA BOOKS   
  $28.00 / $34.99 CANADA  •  260 PAGES

Just wait.
Two words that are impos-

sible to hear, especially if you 
have big plans. Hold on, don’t 
veer off-course, work the plan, 
hard as it may be. Just wait. As 
in “My Love Story” by Tina 
Turner, good things really do 
come to those who do.

If you’ve come to this book 
solely because of the name of 
the author, you probably don’t 
need to be told about her early 
adult life. Even so, it bears re-
peating:

Anna Mae Bullock was born 
in November, 1939, on a farm 
near a tiny Tennessee town. 
Hers was a diffi cult childhood; 
her mother, who mostly rejected 
Anna Mae, tired of her marriage 
and abandoned it when Anna 
Mae was eleven years old. Two 
years later, Anna Mae’s father 
abandoned the family, too, so 
Anna Mae moved to St. Louis to 
live with her estranged mother.

She took one important thing 
with her.

“Even as a little girl,” says 
Turner, “I knew I could sing… 
I was born with that talent. My 

voice was my gift and I knew 
how to use it.”

Because her sister was old 
enough to go to St. Louis clubs, 
Anna Mae managed to tag along 
and that was where she met Ike 
Turner, a womanizer who ig-
nored Anna Mae until he heard 
her sing. Not long afterward, 
he started paying her to be on-
stage and they became friends. 
He was “ugly,” she was “skinny 
and all voice,” but they were a 
team until they started sleeping 
together, she became pregnant, 
they got married-not-married, 
and the fi ghting began.

Ike seemed to feel as though 
he owned Turner; for sure, he 
owned her name, since he’d reg-
istered it as a trademark. He told 
her what to do and where to be, 
didn’t trust her, beat her, slept 
with other women and didn’t 
bother to hide it. She endured 
it, waiting for things to get bet-
ter, until one hot July night, she 
fought back, and she ran…

Admittedly, a story you (sort-
of) already know makes up the 
bulk of this book. If you’ve 
come to it for the promise of 
the title, you’ll read about “My 
Love Story” in the fi rst 18 pag-

es. So why pick it up, then?
Wait. There are a few rock-

your-world moments inside 
author Tina Turner’s memoir, 
things she says she’s never ad-
mitted before, memories she’d 
rather not revisit, nuggets that 
were rumors ‘til now. These 
come wrapped in steely pulses 
of determination and power, all 
saucy and fl ippant but studded 
with soft notes of pain as Turner 
also tells about illness, family, 
personal losses and missed op-
portunities.

But wait: this isn’t a poor-me 
tale. Though Turner writes (with 

Deborah Davis and Dominik 
Wichmann) about challenges, 
gratefulness beams between 
sentences. So do words of inspi-
ration, so-whatever humor, and 
that wonderful romance.

Wait. That love story you’re 
promised? It’s a perfect bow 
atop a not-anywhere-near per-
fect life, and for readers who 
want a memoir with a minimum 
of gratuitous name-dropping, 
but heavy on sassitude and tri-
umph, “My Love Story” tells it 
right.

So why wait?

 By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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Hinds County School District Weekly Update
ENGAGING-EMPOWERING-ENSURING-EXCELLENCE

Superintendent of Education addresses community leaders and ministers during breakfast
On October 25, 2018 Delesicia Martin, 
Superintendent of Education for the Hinds 
County School District addressed school 
administrators, ministers, local community 
leaders and elected state offi cials during 
a breakfast at Hinds Community College 
Eagle Ridge Conference Center. The 
purpose of the breakfast meeting was to 
continue fellowship and dialog on how 
district and community leaders can work 
together to provide students the support 
they need to be successful. Pictured L-R: Pam Confer, director of 

Community Relations @ Public Relations 
/ Nissan; Kim Davenport, principal/Restart 
Center; and Sharon Harris, Human Resource 
director-HCSD

Delesicia Martin, Superintendent of Education, 
addresses the group on the state of the district.

Pictured L-R: Robbie Anderson, board member 
– District 2 and Pastor Douglas Lacey – Ratliff 
Church

Honorable Mayor Richard White, 
City of Byram

Pictured L-R: Cliff Newell, principal – THS; 
Lorenzo Grimes, principal – RHS; Pastor 
Bernard McKinley Sr. / Mt. Elizabeth MB 
Church; and Arthur Jones, assistant principal 
– GRI

Pictured L-R: Gaye Broyles, senior vice 
president – BankPlus; State Senator Hillman 
Frazier; and John Fike, attorney

Honorable Representative Deborah Butler Dixon - 
District 63 addresses local leaders.

Sgt. Otis Clark, SRO Coordinator – 
Hinds County Sheriff’s Department 
addresses leaders on school 
safety.

Pictured L-R: Minister Louis Ruckes Jr./New Horizon 
Church, Jackson; Pastor Toney Crisler/Belmount 
Church; Deacon Curtis Brown/Belmount Church; 
and Pastor Irvin Todd/Todd Assembly Church

Deputy Helen Brown, Human Traffi cking Coordinator - 
Hinds County Sheriff’s Department addresses leaders 
on human traffi cking.

Pictured L-R: Robbie Anderson, 
board member – District 2 and 
Delesicia Martin, Superintendent of 
Education

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING 
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX 
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 



October 31 - November 6, 2018
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

3  LBS.  OR  MORE

FAMILY  PACK
GROUND  BEEF

PER  LB.

$199

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONLESS 
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$389

FRESH 

FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$399

LIGHT / ORIGINAL

PARKAY
MARGARINE
41  OZ.  ......................................

 $299

SWEET  MILK / BUTTERMILK

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
BISCUITS
4  PACK  10  CT.  CANS  .................... 

2/$4
SUNNY  D
PUNCH
128  OZ. .................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BAR 
CHEESE
16  OZ. .....................................   

$299

SELECT  FAMILY  SIZE

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
20 - 24  OZ. ................................  

2/$6
FROZEN

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
WAFFLES
10  CT. .......................................  

$199

ASSORTED  VARIETIES

HOT  POCKETS
9  OZ.  2  CT. ...................................... 

2/$5

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  FAMILY

CHUCK
STEAK

PER  LB.

$399

FRESH

PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$179

WHOLE  OR  HALF

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$179

THICK / JALAPENO

OSCAR  MAYER
BOLOGNA

16  OZ.

3/$5

REG.,  BUN  SIZE,  TURKEY

BALL  PARK
FRANKS

15  OZ.

2/$5
BONELESS

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$129

GWALTNEY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.

2/$5

MARKET  FRESH  DOLE

GOLDEN  RIPE
BANANAS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

2/$1

FAMILY  PACK

BONELESS
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$199

NEW  CROP

RUSSET
POTATOES

8  LB.  BAG

$349

DOLE

GOLDEN  RIPE
BANANAS

PER  LB.

2/$1

SWEET

FLORIDA
TANGERINES

3  LB.  BAG

$399
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