
Two black men arrested for 
sitting at a Philadelphia Star-
bucks without ordering any-
thing settled with the world’s 
biggest coffee-shop chain 
Wednesday for an undisclosed 
sum and an offer of a free col-
lege education.

Separately, they reached a 
deal with the city for a sym-
bolic $1 each and a prom-
ise from offi cials to set up a 
$200,000 program for young 
entrepreneurs.

The men portrayed the twin 
settlements as an effort to 
make sure something positive 
came out of the April 12 inci-
dent, which touched off a fu-
ror around the U.S. over racial 
profi ling.

“We thought long and hard 
about it, and we feel like this 
is the best way to see that 

change that we want to see,” 
said Donte Robinson, one of 
those arrested. “It’s not a right-
now thing that’s good for right 
now, but I feel like we will see 
the true change over time.”

Business partners Robinson 
and Rashon Nelson, both 23, 
were led away in handcuffs 
and accused of trespassing last 
month after the manager of a 
Starbucks in the city’s well-to-
do Rittenhouse Square neigh-
borhood called police, saying 
the men refused to buy any-
thing or leave. After spend-
ing hours in jail, they were 
released and no charges were 
fi led.

The men said they were 
there waiting for a meeting 
with a third man about a po-
tential real estate opportunity.

The incident proved a major 
embarrassment for Starbucks, 
which has long projected an 

image as a socially conscious 
company.

On Wednesday, Starbucks 
announced it reached a fi nan-
cial settlement with the men. 
The amount was not disclosed.

The company said they will 
also be given the opportunity 
to complete their bachelor’s 
degrees, their tuition fully 
covered, through a Starbucks 
partnership with Arizona State 
University. The online col-
lege education program was 
created in 2014 for Starbucks 
employees.

Also, the men will be given 
the chance to discuss their ex-
perience and share their rec-
ommendations for changes at 
Starbucks with former U.S. 
Attorney General Eric Holder.

During the uproar, Star-
bucks CEO Kevin Johnson 
came to Philadelphia to apolo-
gize to the men. He also an-

nounced that more than 8,000 
Starbucks stores in the U.S. 
would close on the afternoon 
of May 29 so nearly 175,000 
employees can get training in 
unconscious bias.

Under the deal with the city, 
the men’s arrest records will 
be expunged, and a program 
will be created to offer coun-
seling and mentoring to en-
trepreneurs from Philadelphia 
high schools.

“I am pleased to have re-
solved the potential claims 
against the city in this pro-
ductive manner,” Mayor Jim 
Kenney said. “This was an in-
cident that evoked a lot of pain 
in our city and put us under a 
national spotlight for unwant-
ed reasons.”

Philadelphia Police Com-

When I began searching for 
the name of my medical prac-
tice, I was hesitant to use the 
terminology “Health and Well-
ness.” I thought the connota-
tions were simply too great for 
me to live up to. However, as 
I thought about it more seri-
ously, it’s really impossible to 
have true health without fi rst 
having wellness. One defi ni-
tion of wellness is “having a 
positive approach to living.”

In my fi rst interview with 
The Mississippi Link, I was 
quoted as having said, “If you 
don’t include God in the treat-
ment plan, people may be bet-
ter, but they won’t be whole 
or WELL.” A defi nition of 
health, on the other hand, is 
“soundness of body or mind.” 

Therefore, health can be sum-
marized as the current state 
of our body or mind; whereas 
wellness is how we view the 
current state of our body or 
mind.

The purpose of going to any 
doctor’s offi ce would be to 
ensure that the current state of 
your body or mind is or will 
be good. However, the well-
ness side of the equation is not 
always addressed.

To explain how important 
your attitude about the condi-
tion of your health is to your 
actual state of health, let’s 
discuss neuropeptides. With-
out getting too technical, neu-
ropeptides are little proteins 
that help nerves talk to one 
another. When they chat, sig-

The Kappa Health Ambassa-
dors will host Kappa Commu-
nity Health Day, from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., Saturday, May 5, at the 
Jackson Medical Mall, 350 W. 
Woodrow Wilson Ave.

This free event represents a 
public health partnership be-
tween the Jackson and Canton-
Madison, Miss., alumni chapters 
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Inc., Jackson Medical Mall Foun-
dation, and the Mississippi State 
Department of Health. This part-
nership is focused on promotion 
of personal health awareness, 
disease prevention and guidance 
on available local resources.

Event attendees will have the 
opportunity to interact with a 
variety of vendors and exhibi-
tors that will provide health, 
wellness, fi tness and lifestyle 
improvements education, along 
with cholesterol testing and 
blood pressure screenings.

Kappa Community Health Day 
is more than a health fair. Attend-
ees can also help feed the hungry 
by bringing canned goods in sup-
port of the Mississippi Food Net-
work Food Drive Challenge.

Event organizers are currently 
accepting Kappa Community 
Health Day vendor applications. 
Vendor participation is free. For 
vendor information, contact Ken-

drick Bankhead at kappatalas-
set@yahoo.com.

Special entertainment will be 
provided by Jackson and Canton-
Madison Kappa League chapters. 
Kappa Community Health Day is 
open to the public.

About Kappa Alpha Psi Fra-
ternity, Inc.

Achievement in Every Field of 
Human Endeavor

Founded January 5, 1911 at 
Indiana University Bloomington, 
Kappa Alpha Psi® is the second 
oldest existing collegiate histori-
cally black Greek Letter fraterni-
ty and the fi rst intercollegiate fra-
ternity incorporated as a national 
body. The fraternity has more 
than 125,000 members with 700 
undergraduate and alumni chap-
ters in nearly every state of the 
United States, and international 
chapters in Nigeria, South Africa, 
the West Indies, the United King-
dom, Germany, Korea and Japan.

Kappa Alpha Psi sponsors 
programs providing community 
service, social welfare and aca-
demic scholarship through the 
Kappa Alpha Psi Foundation and 
is a supporter of the United Ne-
gro College Fund, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital and 
Habitat for Humanity.

For more information, visit 
kappaalphapsi.org.

Wells Fargo’s $60 billion 
pledge to African-American 
homebuyers is a major part of 
the company’s dedication to a 
community that’s grown accus-
tomed to being shut out from 
having a slice of the American 
Dream.

In addition to the $60 billion 
in lending for home purchases, 
the company committed to in-
creasing the diversity of its sales 
team and providing $15 million 
toward initiatives focused on 
homebuyer education and coun-

seling.
“Homeownership is vital-

ly important, because homes 
are the building blocks of the 
American Dream and a proven, 
sustainable vehicle for building 
individual and family wealth 
that can be passed down from 
generation to generation,” said 
Cerita Battles, the senior vice 
president and head of retail di-
verse segments for Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage.

Battles continued: “Homes 
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Just in time for Mother’s 
Day, JSU meteorology ma-
jor and singer/drummer Keon 
Gibson may soon experience 
galactic success if his debut 
single skyrockets to fame.

Indiana native Gibson, 22, 
recently released “Dear Mom-
ma Tender Love.” It pays trib-
ute to all mothers who have 
impacted their children’s lives. 
“That type of love can never be 
compared to anything else,” he 
said.

“In this day with a lot of rap 
music being so negative, I want 
to present a deeper subject that 
everyone can relate to. Most 
artists nowadays won’t talk 
about personal feelings or love 
for their mothers,” Gibson said, 
“I made this my debut single 
because everyone has a mother 
and can relate. Unfortunately, 
no one from my generation is 
rapping about mothers.”

Life hasn’t always been easy 
for Gibson despite successfully 
juggling music and studying 
meteorology in the College 
of Science, Engineering and 
Technology (CSET). While 
growing up, he had to over-
come challenges that made his 
grades suffer. This made get-
ting into college tough, with 
JSU as the only school giving 
him a chance to prove himself. 

His world was complicated 
further because of an ongoing 
battle with ulcerative colitis, a 
chronic infl ammatory disease 

of the large intestine that trig-
gers tiny open sores. As a re-
sult, he experienced a dramatic 
weight loss. Today, he’s man-
aging the illness with medica-
tion.

As a meteorology student, 
Gibson earned the only per-
fect score in 2017 among 160 
entries nationwide during a 
research presentation at the 
American Meteorological 
Society conference. During 
Wyoming’s full solar eclipse 
in August, he traveled west to 
perform research funded by 
the National Science Founda-
tion on the sun’s heat-packing 
solar corona.

His résumé will expand even 

further because he’s already 
accepted a job with the U.S. 
Department of Defense as an 
oceanographer after he gradu-
ates in December.

Despite all the labor, includ-
ing as an artist for the famous 
online Mega Drum Shed, he 
talks to JSU about his projects. 
He discusses his new single, 
meteorology, his health and his 
faith, which he credits for all 
his successes.

JSU: Tell us about your jour-
ney to JSU from Indiana?

KG: Once I graduated from 
high school, I applied to vari-
ous colleges and every one of 
them declined me because of 
low high school grades and 

ACT scores. At the time, I 
started to get discouraged and 
then I got a letter from JSU 
stating that it had accepted me. 
JSU went out on a limb, believ-
ing that I could become a suc-
cessful student. So, I came to 
JSU to be in the band and study 
meteorology.

JSU: Describe life growing 
up.

KG: My family is the 
source of my motivation. As 
a child, each one believed in 
my dreams and pushed me to 
pursue my goals. I salute my 
mother for raising me after the 
death of my father. One of the 
best things she taught me was 
how to put my faith in God and 
trust him through good and 
bad times.

JSU: Any other particular 
hurdles that tested your faith 
or drew you closer to it?

KG: The person that I’ve 
become today came from my 
faith being tested. Those tests 
helped me become stronger 
mentally, emotionally, spiritu-
ally and physically. For exam-
ple, when I fi rst got diagnosed 
with ulcerative colitis, I was so 
afraid I was going to lose my 
life. But, I couldn’t live in fear. 
I was being tested to put my 
trust in God. Thus, once I did 
that, he blessed me and healed 
my body through medication. 
Now, I believe he’ll heal me 
without medicine soon.

JSU: How long have you 
been performing music, and 

what’s your favorite instru-
ment?

KG: I’ve been in sync with 
music for 20 years. I started 
playing drums when I was two 
years old and started singing in 
church around seven. Recently, 
within the past couple months, 
I learned how to play guitar. 
As I’ve gotten older, I’ve per-
fected my craft and my gifts 
opened up more platforms than 
I would have ever imagined.

JSU: Between music and 
science, which is your favorite? 

KG: They both feed on each 
other. Meteorology has taught 
me how to research and ap-
ply what I’ve learned to vari-
ous weather events. I take that 
same research approach and 
apply it to music because I can 
get as creative as I want. Cer-
tain situations call for deep re-
search to understand how some 
music software work or how 
specifi c genres are performed.

JSU: Instruments have been 
your form of musical expres-
sion. Now, you’re spotlighting 
your singing abilities. Tell us 
about your pursuit of vocals?

KG: I’ve been singing back-
ground this whole time. When 
I play drums with bands, art-
ists or at church I learn lyrics 
and melodies so that I can sing 
along. Now, I’m beginning to 
sing publicly as a solo artist.

JSU: Explain the title and 
the inspiration for your fi rst 
single, “Dear Momma Tender 
Love.”

KG: The inspiration for this 
song came from a conversation 
between my producer (Larry 
Jones) and me. We were in the 
studio talking about our moth-
ers’ signifi cant roles in our 
lives. From there, we came up 
with the title. There’s nothing 
more special than a mother’s 
love.

JSU: Describe your music, 
and tell us whether your style 
mirrors that of any current suc-
cessful commercial artists.

KG: My music is a mel-
low, soothing type of vibe. It 
could be described as Jonathan 
McReynolds and The Weeknd 
meets Chance the Rapper. I de-
liver inspirational messages. I 
don’t want the sound just to be 
good or to have a dope beat. I 
want listeners to relate to the 
music. Comparatively, I like 
Chance’s musical collabora-
tions, The Weeknd’s vocal 
style and McReynolds’ gospel/
inspiration.

JSU: How can people pur-
chase the single?

KG: The single is produced 
by Mirralex Music. It’s cur-
rently available on all major 
streaming platforms: iTunes, 
Spotify, Google Play and Ama-
zon.

JSU: Where are you in the 
social media sphere?

KG: People can follow me 
on Instagram, Twitter and 
Snapchat @keongibson and on 
Facebook at Keon Gibson. My 
webiste is keongibson.com.

In musical tribute to moms, JSU 
meteorology student may discover ‘star’dom
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Listed from foreground to back (right 
to left) are:
Rica Lewis-Payton - President
Linda Smith - Vice President
Lurlene Irvin - Recording Secretary
Tina King Clay - Treasurer
Danielle Joyner - Financial Secretary
Mona Arnold - Corresponding 
Secretary
Michelle Gibson-Thompson - 
Assistant Recording Secretary
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nals are sent to the brain that tell the body and 
mind how to respond to the messages sent by the 
neuropeptides. The question then is “What trig-
gers the neuropeptides to begin the transmission 
of a signal?” The answer quite simply is your 
thoughts. The way you think about your body 
gets transmitted to the neuropeptides who then 
tell each other that a certain signal needs to be 
sent to the brain or body to tell it how to react to 
a certain condition.

So, if you are telling your friendly little pro-
teins to be worried about the current state of your 
kidneys, your body and brain will receive that 
message and manifest it as stress which has been 
proven to have a negative effect on your health, 
potentially creating a disease state such as kid-
ney failure. Then you unfortunately end up on 
dialysis because of how you thought about your 
body in the first place.

Now this is a very simplistic way of looking at 
a very complex network of physiological activ-
ity. But, imagine for a moment that a deciding 
factor between whether or not you live disease 
free or have to be tied to a dialysis machine for 
the rest of your life, is whether or not you decide 
to change your mind about your health. Wouldn’t 
you rather just change your mind? Doesn’t that 
sound much simpler?

That is our goal at Prolific Health and Well-
ness as well as the goal of this column...to get 
you to change your mind about the way you 
view your health. As my pastor says, “I’ll get na-
ked so you can.” That just means I’ll share my 
struggle so that you benefit and will then be able 
to share yours.

I have been overweight most of my life. How-
ever, I did not lose almost 50 pounds, and keep 
it off, until I changed my mind about my weight. 
And I found the best source to use in order to 
change my mind was the Bible. But that is what 
worked for me. There are many wonderful, posi-
tive books you can read and audio recordings 
you can listen to while riding in your car pertain-
ing to health, wellness, peace, joy, love and the 
list goes on.

This will help you have a more positive ap-
proach to living. Viewing those sources of inspi-
ration (i.e. the Bible, podcasts, self-help books) 
as part of your medical treatment plan along with 
applying the recommendations of your doctor 
will not only help you achieve good health, but 
will help you become whole and WELL in the 
process. This is why at Prolific Health and Well-
ness we practice medicine with our minds and 
our hearts.

Be Well.

missioner Richard Ross, who is black, at first 
defended his officers’ conduct, but days later 
issued a televised apology for the way the Star-
bucks call was handled.

Robinson and Nelson, who grew up in an 
economically depressed section of the city, said 
the settlements are a good start, aimed at trans-

forming their community and creating the types 
of opportunities that did not exist when they 
were younger.

Nelson said he considers the Starbucks in-
cident a case of being at “the wrong place at 
the right time because of the outcome that can 
come out of it.”

make up our neighborhoods and our commu-
nities and are a stabilizing force for families, 
making homeownership a key driver of our na-
tion’s economic and cultural well-being.”

With that understanding, bank officials know 
that their commitment and helpful information 
to those interested in becoming homeowners 
must be communicated to the African-Ameri-
can community.

To that end, sharing news through the Black 
Press is also important for Wells Fargo, Battles 
said.

“Being present in the communities we serve 
is one of our key strategies for reaching our 
goals and African-American newspapers are 
a trusted vehicle for news and information in 
those communities,” Battles said. “So, having 
information about being a homeowner and sus-
taining homeownership is critical to reaching 
the goals of the commitment and helping more 
African-American families become homeown-
ers.”

Housing experts have said that it’s impor-
tant for aspiring homeowners to have as much 
knowledge as possible about the homeown-
ership process; that information helps to dis-
pel myths that many African Americans have 
about homeownership.

“There are many myths that cause a lot of 
potential African-American homebuyers to as-
sume that getting a home mortgage is some-
thing beyond their reach. But many times, this 
is completely untrue, and that message needs 
to get out,” Battles said. “African Americans 
need to have the confidence and knowledge to 
recognize that they can be homeowners, and 
that a lender, like Wells Fargo, truly wants to 
help them meet their home-financing needs. 
The Black Press, and other media for that mat-
ter, helps us share these messages to those who 
desire to obtain and sustain homeownership.”

Battles noted that it’s also important to re-
member that Wells Fargo’s African-American 
homeownership commitment is not a separate 
loan program, but an effort by the company to 
increase homeowners in the community. Any 
of the programs, products and services that 
Wells Fargo offers are available to all custom-
ers who qualify.

She said it’s not really about what the bank 
is doing differently for African Americans, but 
more about how Wells Fargo is showing up for 
them.

“It’s more about getting the messages to 
them, meeting them where, when and how they 
want to interact with us so that we can leverage 
all that we have to offer. It’s about education, 
counseling and being present in their commu-
nities,” Battles said.

Wells Fargo’s commitment to the African-
American community extends beyond the 
homeownership commitment. In 2016, the 
company committed to offering $75 million in 
grants and lending to help diverse-owned small 
businesses access capital and technical assis-
tance by the end of 2020.

“In fact, by the end of 2016, the Wells Fargo 
Works for Small Business: Diverse Communi-
ty Capital program had distributed $38 million 
in grants and lending capital to 30 Community 
Development Financial Institutions serving di-
verse, small businesses, placing us more than 
halfway to our goal,” Battles said.

Battles said that even though the goals of 
the homeownership commitment are challeng-
ing, Wells Fargo is committed to doing what it 
takes to help increase African-American home-
owners.

“This commitment is not a sprint, but a long 
journey that will require the focus of our team 
and collaboration with industry influencers, 
nonprofits and other organizations,” Battles 
said. “If this were just a public relations cam-
paign, we would not have made the goals so 
lofty.”

“Making this commitment holds us account-
able to ourselves, our customers, our commu-
nities and the organizations that joined us in 
this effort; by pushing ourselves, stretching 
ourselves and then delivering on our commit-
ments in a responsible manner, we are ensuring 
true meaningful progress for African-American 
homeownership across America.”

This article was originally published in The 
Washington Informer, a member publication of 
the National Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion. Learn more about becoming a member at 
www.nnpa.org.

from left to right are:
New president Rica Lewis-
Payton receiving the gavel 
from outgoing president 
Bettye Graves
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Pictured L-R: Curtis 
Washington, Director of 
Transportation; Kenosha 
Smith, Bus Driver of the 
Month; and Bill Elkins, 
Board Vice President - 
District 4

Pictured L-R: Lorenzo 
Grimes, Principal/RHS: 
Latavia Barnes, Substitute 
Teacher of the Month; 
and Bill Elkins, Board Vice 
President - District 4

Pictured L-R: Lisa Jones, 
Director of Technology; 
Margaret Brown, 
Employee of the Month; 
and Bill Elkins, Board Vice 
President - District 4
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Hinds County School 
District Weekly Update

BMS Bus Driver Kenosha Smith Recognized 
as Bus Driver of the Month for April 2018!

RHS Substitute Latavia Barnes Recognized as 
Substitute Teachers as of the Month for April 2018!

Margaret Brown, Technology Resource Specialist at Central 
Office Recognized as Employee of the Month for April 2018!

Nissan HBCU STEM Event
Nissan Conferencee Center  •  Canton, Miss.  •  April 26, 2018 

See story page 16

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NISSAN

Ayanna Lynn, a process engineer at Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant and civil 
engineering master’s degree student at Jackson State University, extends her 
thanks to Nissan for supporting her and historically black colleges and universities.

Tougaloo College President Beverly Wade Hogan is joined by members of the 
Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant leadership team and college alumni.

Mississippi Valley State University President Jerryl Briggs is joined by mem-
bers of the Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant leadership team and university 
alumni.

Jackson State University President William Bynum Jr. is joined by members of the Canton Vehicle Assembly 
Plant leadership team and university alumni.

Rodney Francis, director, Human Resources, Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant, Nissan North America, Inc., and Jeffrey Webster, director, Diver-
sity and Inclusion, Nissan North America, Inc., present $250,000 amongst seven Mississippi historically black colleges and universities.

This year’s donation of $250,000 was presented to seven Mississippi historically black colleges and universities – Alcorn State University, 
Coahoma Community College, Hinds Community College – Utica Campus, Jackson State University, Mississippi Valley State University, Rust 
College and Tougaloo College. Nissan has donated nearly $2 million to HBCUs in Mississippi since 2003.

Steve Marsh, vice 
president, Canton 
Vehicle Assembly 
Plant, Nissan 
North America, 
Inc., welcomes 
representatives 
and students 
from historically 
black colleges 
and universities 
across 
Mississippi.

Philip Calhoun, 
senior director 
of Operations, 
Canton Vehicle 
Assembly 
Plant, Nissan 
North America, 
Inc., updates 
attendees on the 
plant’s progress 
over the last year.



Two students from Mur-
rah High School were named 
State Champions in the MH-
SAA State Speech and Debate 
Tournament. The event was 
hosted by Madison Central 
High School April 20-21.

Senior Justin Bell won the 
2018 MHSAA Championship 
in Lincoln-Douglas Debate 
with a 7-1 record. Bell defeat-
ed opponents from Madison 
Central, St. Andrew’s, Hat-
tiesburg and Oak Grove. He 
also out-debated some of his 
teammates from Murrah on 
his way to winning the fi nal 
round against Sacred Heart.

Y’Sonni Pressley won the 
2018 MHSAA Championship 
in Storytelling. She earned 
top ranks in three rounds of 
competition. The freshman 
beat out speakers from Ger-
mantown, Madison Central, 
Murrah, Oak Grove and Sa-
cred Heart.

Bell argued both sides of 
the national March/April 
topic, Resolved: The United 
States Ought to Provide a 
Universal Basic Income. In 
Storytelling, Pressley per-
formed a fi ve-minute re-tell-
ing of “The Nightmare Before 
Christmas.”

Bell and Pressley are only 
the third and fourth students 
in Murrah’s history to win at 
the MHSAA State Tourna-
ment. Murrah’s previous state 
champions were Jose Navas 
and Lauren Allen who placed 
fi rst in Policy Debate in 2016.

Other Murrah award-win-
ners at the MHSAA Champi-
onship include:

Alton Chambers, senior 
(Quarterfi nalist in Lincoln-
Douglas Debate)

Sophia Bowley, senior (Fi-
nalist in Original Oratory)

Maggie Jefferis and Zeke 
Morgan, juniors (Quarterfi -
nalists in Policy Debate)

Mackenzie Williams and 
Jeffrey Caliedo, sophomores 
(Finalists in Duet Acting)

Colby Hunter, sophomore 
(Finalist in Storytelling)

Nine Murrah students 
will represent Jackson at the 
National Catholic Forensic 
League National Speech and 
Debate Tournament. The 
tournament will take place 
in Washington, D.C. over the 
Memorial Day weekend. Par-

ticipating from Murrah will 
be:

Y’Sonni Pressley
Sophia Bowley
Maggie Jefferis
Jeffrey Caliedo
Karsen Cowan
Mikayla Faulkner
Maisie Brown
Matthew Araujo
Chyna Stewart.
The team’s Booster Club is 

raising money to send these 
students to nationals. Dona-
tions may be sent to the Mur-
rah Debate Quiz Bowl Boost-
ers at 4318 Council Circle, 
Jackson, 39206. Donations 
can also be made online at 
Murrah’s Speech and Debate 
page hosted by EdCo. All 
donations are tax-deductible. 
The Murrah Debate Quiz 
Bowl Boosters is a registered 
501(c)(3) nonprofi t.

The Murrah Speech & De-
bate team is coached by Erin 
Mauffray, Javier Peraza and 
Micah Everson.

JPS Open Doors students 
participated in the Students 
Helping Others Planet-wide 
(S.H.O.P.) Community Show-
case. The students, in fourth 
through sixth grade, shared 
how their S.H.O.P. service 
learning projects have impacted 
the community. The event was 
hosted by Tougaloo College 
April 20.

The theme of this year’s 
showcase was “I Am Jackson – 
Destination Graduation.”

Students learned that they 
can inspire others to make 
Jackson a greater place to live.

Casey Elementary Open 
Doors classes focused on im-
proving the environment. 
These students cleaned up trash 
in parts of Jackson. Weighing 
what they had collected was 
eye-opening according to their 
teacher, Rosalind McCreary.

“We weighed the trash that 
we cleaned,” said McCreary. “It 
helped our children understand 

that everything that we throw 
away, if it can be recycled and 
reused, we should do it.”

Students heard from dynamic 
speakers like City Councilman 
Melvin Priester Jr. They also 
toured the campus and inter-

viewed professors and students.
Students Helping Others 

Planet-wide is a way for JPS 
Open Doors scholars to touch 
the hearts of people. Their out-
reach efforts can be in their 
own communities, around the 

state or across the world.
S.H.O.P. encourages lifelong 

civic engagement and strength-
ens communities. Service proj-
ects address the environment, 
health, education and social 
awareness.

Students at Isable Elemen-
tary School are exploring North 
America in a big way. The school 
has one of the world’s largest 
maps of the continent for stu-
dents to use. The map was made 
by National Geographic and 
measures 20 feet by 26 feet. It 
gives student explorers a fun, 
interactive learning experience 
in geography. The Mississippi 
Geographic Alliance (MGA) de-
livered the map to the school this 
spring.

The map has bright colors and 

a smooth vinyl surface. It illus-
trates North America’s oceans, 
seas, rivers, mountains, coun-
tries and capitals. Designed for 
grades K-8, it comes with inter-
active games and geography ad-
ventures.

Students can see the physical 
characteristics of the continent 
as well as learn about its rich his-
tory and varied cultures. 

One of the activities included 
is “A Tale of Twenty Cities.” In it, 
students explore the physical and 
economic reasons behind the lo-
cations of North American cities.

Congratulations to the North-
west Lady Wolverines and the 
Blackburn Jaguars on winning 
the 2018 JPS Middle School 
Track & Field Championship. 
The Meet was held April 11. 

The coach of the Lady Wol-
verines is Juan Smith. The 
Jaguars’ head coach is Harold 
Stanfi eld.

In addition to winning the 
championship, Northwest had 
something else to celebrate. 
The girls 100-meter relay team 
broke the state middle school 
record, running the race in 
51.11 seconds. Relay team 
members, Raylin Dixon, Jada 
Cavette, McKinley Washington 
and Mylani Galbreath; are all in 
the eighth grade.
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Participating in the Open Doors S.H.O.P. Community Showcase were (from left) Freddrick Murray, JPS Interim 
Superintendent; Councilman Melvin Priester Jr.; Shanell Kidd, Gifted Education contact teacher; Casey 
students Regan Huddleston and Elijah Dortch; Thea Williams-Black, dean of Education for Tougaloo College;  
Vicki Davidson, executive director of Advanced Learning Programs; and Cassio Batteast of KINGS Leadership 
Institute, Inc.

Isable Elementary students enjoying a geography lesson on their new, 
giant fl oor map of North America.

Northwest Lady Wolverines – Middle School Girls Track Champs. The 
head coach of the Lady Wolverines is Juan Smith (center)

Blackburn Jaguars – Middle School Boys Track champs. The head coach 
of the Jaguars is Harold Stanfi eld (right) and assistant coach is Dabrodrick 
Walton (left).

Students Helping Others Planet-
wide hosts community showcase

Giant fl oor map of North America 
helps Isable students learn geography

2018 Middle School Track
& Field championship
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MVSU, Hinds CC sign agreement 
ensuring seamless transfer

Nissan continues its support 
of MVSU STEM programs

Hinds Community College 
(Hinds CC) recently signed a 
2 Plus 2 agreement with Mis-
sissippi Valley State University 
to offer junior and senior level 
courses for students pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in environ-
mental health, biology or chem-
istry.

Representatives from both 
institutions gathered April 27, 
at Hinds CC-Raymond Campus 
for a signing ceremony to for-
malize the new partnership, de-
signed to better serve students 
and to promote successful un-
dergraduate educational experi-
ences for students who wish to 
attend both institutions.

Before signing the agree-
ments, Hinds CC President 
Clyde Muse and MVSU Presi-
dent Jerryl Briggs Sr. discussed 
the benefi ts of the partnership 
for both institutions.

“This is a good opportunity 
that we have to come together 
as institutions to confi rm our 
relationship and to have the op-
portunity to further it with this 
agreement,” said Muse. With 
this agreement, we have made 
the process of transfer much 
simpler, and that’s an advantage 
for the student.”

During his remarks, Briggs 
stated that higher education is 
not just about providing stu-
dents with a degree, but rather 
an education.

“I think that this partnership 
will speak to that – our students 
receiving an education from 
both institutions and moving on 
to build and grow their lives,” 
he said.

According to Briggs, the 
agreement serves as an example 
of both institutions moving for-
ward.

“One thing that we’ve estab-
lished at Valley is that vision 
of ‘ONE GOAL. ONE TEAM. 
ONE VALLEY.’ and now that’s 
‘…In Motion’. It means that 
we’re moving in the right direc-
tion, and this is the right direc-

tion, I think, for both institu-
tions,” he said.

Alluding to her own start as 
a community college STEM 
major, MVSU Vice President 
of Academic Affairs Constance 
Bland reiterated how vital it is 
for community colleges and 
4-year institutions to work to-
gether. 

“Fifty percent of graduates 
from 4-year institutions get 
their start at community col-
leges, so it’s very important for 
us to embrace those community 
college students and make a 
pathway as large as we possi-
bly can…I’m just really excited 
about this from an academic 

perspective,” she said.
Bland added that she’s excit-

ed to see the partnership expand 
to include other majors.

“It’s wonderful that we’re 
starting out with our STEM 
departments, and we’d like to 
fan this opportunity out to any 
majors that want to matriculate 
and make that pathway on to 
Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity.”

As part of the agreement, 
MVSU will accept all Hinds 
CC courses outlined in the ar-
ticulation agreement, providing 
students pursuing bachelor’s 
degrees in natural science and 
environmental health with a 

seamless transfer.
In addition, MVSU has 

agreed to provide junior/senior 
and graduate level courses on 
Hinds’ campus. It will also of-
fer two transfer scholarships to 
Hinds CC graduates with a 3.5 
grade point average or higher.

Hinds CC has agreed to pro-
vide MVSU access to its cam-
pus for classes, registration, 
recruiting and support services.

According to MVSU Assis-
tant Vice President for Online 
and Distance Education Ken-
neth Done, MVSU will begin 
offering courses on Hinds’ cam-
pus as early as the Fall 2018 se-
mester.

Nissan has continued its sup-
port of Mississippi historically 
black colleges and universities 
(HBCUs), including Missis-
sippi Valley State University 
(MVSU), with a $250,000 do-
nation to help boost science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) pro-
grams and departments.

Representatives from 
MVSU joined members from 
Alcorn State University, Jack-
son State University, Rust 
College, Tougaloo College, 
Coahoma Community College 
and Hinds Community Col-
lege-Utica Campus Thursday, 
April 26, at Nissan’s Canton-
based facility for the donation 
presentation.

With its latest contribution, 
Nissan has invested nearly $2 

million in local HBCUs since 
its Canton facility opened in 
2003 – with more than half di-
rected toward STEM-specifi c 
curriculums.

“Our continued commitment 
to HBCUs, specifi cally in the 
areas of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics, 
is vital to fostering the minds 
of the next George Washing-
ton Carver or Mae Jemison,” 
said Jeffrey Webster, director 
of Diversity and Inclusion for 
Nissan North America, Inc. 
These institutions have imple-
mented proven practices to as-
sist students in STEM fi elds, 
and we are proud to help make 
their students’ career dreams a 
reality.”

Past donations have 
helped MVSU’s Engineer-
ing Technology Department 

to purchase material for three 
concentrations: electron-
ics technology, architectural 
construction management and 
computer aided drafting and 
design (CADD).

During Thursday’s presen-
tation, MVSU computer sci-
ence major Freronica Frizell 
of Durant, Miss. shared how 
the company’s continued sup-
port has impacted her learning 
experience at The Valley.

Frizell, a graduating senior, 
said that many of the expen-
sive computer programs she 
used during her various in-
ternships were made available 
to her at MVSU through dona-
tions from Nissan.

“I didn’t know who was 
contributing the donations to 
my school, and when I learned 
it came from Nissan I was re-

ally surprised,” Frizell said. 
To know that Nissan cares so 
much for my school and my 
education really means a lot.”

A 2016 report from the Na-
tional Science Foundation 
showed that HBCUs make up 
21 of the top 50 institutions 
for educating African-Amer-
ican graduates who go on to 
receive their doctorates in sci-
ence and engineering. While 
HBCUs make up just 3 per-
cent of colleges and universi-
ties, they produce 27 percent 
of African-American students 
with bachelor’s degrees in 
STEM fi elds.

Nissan was recently recog-
nized by US Black Engineer 
& Information Technology 
Magazine as a 2018 Top Sup-
porter of HBCU Engineering 
Schools.
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Former CIA director Michael 
Hayden knows the world’s 
trouble spots and their lead-
ers. From North Korea to Syria 
and Iran, he touched on volatile 
issues impacting the United 
States as the guest speaker at 
Mississippi College’s Spring 
Scholarship Banquet. This 
year’s program raised a record 
$470,400 for MC students.

Before Tuesday evening’s 
event was over, Hayden left 
hundreds in the audience with 
a much better understanding of 
what’s at stake for the American 
people. Earlier in the day, the 
former National Security Agen-
cy director discussed threats 
posed by cybersecurity issues 
as he spoke to MC students on 
the Clinton campus.

The signature event at the 
Baptist-affi liated university has 
raised more than $3.6 million 
for students since it began a de-
cade ago. It represents the fi nal 
one for retiring President Lee 
Royce, who received a standing 
ovation from MC supporters at 
Anderson Hall before introduc-
ing General Hayden.

As fresh as this morning’s 
headlines, Hayden’s message 
on the Clinton campus proved 
timely as the world stage con-
tinues to experience rapid up-
heaval. The United States, Brit-
ain and France recently joined 
forces for air strikes on Syria 
after Syrian President Basha 
al-Assad used chemical weap-
ons against civilians outside 
Damascus killing 42 adults and 
children.

Later this year, President 
Donald Trump plans meetings 
at a neutral site with North 
Korean President Kim Jong-
un, perhaps in a country like 
Mongolia.  “The stakes are high 
with North Korean’s nuclear 
capabilities a threat to Japan, 
the USA and other nations. 
Trump is hopeful the meetings 
will produce “worldwide suc-
cess,” Hayden said.

But Hayden, who served as 
head of the nation’s premier 
intelligence agencies during 
the Bush and Obama adminis-
trations, expresses the need for 
caution.

“The United States trying 
to take away North Korea’s 
nuclear capabilities appears to 
be “more dangerous” than al-
lowing the country to keep the 
weapons of mass destruction,” 
he stated.

A retired four-star Air Force 
general, Hayden is the author 
of his memoir “Playing to the 
Edge: American Intelligence in 
the Age of Terror,” that was a 
New York Times best-seller in 
2016. He was featured on the 
HBO documentary “Manhunt” 

that looked at espionage in the 
eyes of people who led the war 
against Osama bin Laden.

Despite the spread of ISIS and 
other global terrorist groups, 
Hayden says, “We are actu-
ally pretty safe” in the United 
States. Threat levels diminished 
the past few years. We are in a 
reasonably safe place.”

The last terror attack in New 
York City October 31, 2017 
killed eight people in the shad-
ow of the World Trade Center.

Meeting earlier with hun-
dreds of students at Self Hall in 
the School of Business, Hayden 
spoke about cybersecurity con-
cerns involving threats of steal-
ing personal information on 
social media. At one point, he 
drew laughs when saying stu-
dents might direct their ques-
tions to Mark Zuckerberg, the 
Facebook CEO.

On USA involvement in the 
war in Afghanistan that’s been 
pushing 18 years, Hayden sees 
it as a condition that needs to 
be managed and is not to be 
solved. 

“We are there to manage the 
risk. The Trump administration 
amped up our presence there,” 
Hayden said.

In demand as a network 
commentator on global is-
sues, Hayden serves as a dis-
tinguished visiting professor at 
George Mason University in 
Virginia.

MC Spring Scholarship 
Banquet founder Bill Sones, a 
Brookhaven banker, announced 
the Christian university’s latest 
gift to honor President Royce 
and his wife, Rhoda. It’s the 
newly created Lee and Rhoda 
Royce endowed scholarship.

There was an initial amount 
of about $200,000 raised to 
fund the scholarship. The Roy-
ces will retire June 30 and move 
to Northern Virginia to live 
closer to their son Mark Royce, 
a college political science in-
structor.

Royce thanked key leaders 
for their generous support of 
the program, including its pre-
senting sponsor, retired Missis-
sippi businessman Dr. J.L. Hol-
loway. Other major sponsors 
recognized were Drs. Sharon 
Martin and Bobby Graham, the 
Parker LifeShare Foundation of 
Mississippi as well as longtime 
MC supporters Fred Hahn and 
Dr. Robert Watson.

“Dr. Royce deserves a great 
deal of thanks for his many 
achievements – from boosting 
enrollment and new academic 
programs to strengthening the 
school’s fi nances. Since arriv-
ing at Mississippi College in 
July 2002, he’s “provided ex-
traordinary leadership,” Sones 
said.

Former CIA 
Director Michael 
Hayden discusses 
global hot spots
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Mississippi College School of Business Dean Marcelo Eduardo asked 
questions of former CIA Director Michael Hayden during his visit to the 
Clinton campus April 24.

Computer Science major Freronica Frizell of 
Durant, Miss. shared how Nissan’s continued 
support has impacted her learning experience 
at MVSU during Thursday’s presentation.

MVSU President Jerryl Briggs (third, from left) joined representatives from other Mississippi 
HBCUs for a $250,000 check presentation from Nissan Thursday in Canton.

Pictured, from left, MVSU President Jerry Briggs and Hinds CC President Clyde Muse sign a 2 Plus 2 
agreement April 27, providing Hinds CC students looking to pursue a bachelor’s degrees in natural sci-
ence and environmental health at MVSU with a seamless transfer.

Representatives from MVSU and Hinds CC at the signing ceremony, initiating the fi rst 2 Plus 2 agreement 
between the two institutions.



Abram and Najla Muhammad 
made Jackson State University 
history as the fi rst father and 
daughter to graduate from the 
W.E.B. DuBois-Maria Luisa 
Alvarez Harvey Honors Col-
lege at the HBCU’s 2018 com-
mencement exercises April 28, 
at Mississippi Veterans Memo-
rial Stadium.

A man of many talents, Mu-
hammad, 49, a Florida native, 
has a doctorate in divinity and 
is a certifi ed pilot. He also spent 
eight years as a police offi cer 
in Virginia. But, Muhammed, 
who served in the Marines, has 
longed to fi nish his four-year 
degree since having to drop out 
of Saint Leo University in Tam-
pa after being deployed to fi ght 
in Gulf Wars – Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm.

“Of course, I couldn’t go to 
my commanding offi cer and tell 
him that I couldn’t fi ght because 
I was in school,” says Muham-
mad, who moved with his fam-
ily to Mississippi to serve as the 
state representative for the Na-
tion of Islam in 2012.

While pursuing his pilot 
license and paralegal certifi -
cation at Hinds Community 
College, Muhammad caught a 
presentation by JSU recruiters. 
He learned that as a member 
of the Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society, he could attend the 
HBCU on a full-ride scholar-
ship. He then transferred to the 
institution in fall of ’16.

Employed as the deputy di-
rector of parks and recreation 
for the city of Jackson, Muham-
mad says he would eventually 
like to teach criminal justice.

“Jackson State has helped 
me realize what type of person 
I really am. I’ve come to ac-
cept who I am. I like the next 
challenge. I like doing what is 
considered diffi cult or can’t be 
done,” he declares.

Najla met with JSU recruiters 
while a student in the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Program at 
Jim Hill High School and, as a 
result of her academic achieve-

ments and ACT score, received 
a presidential scholarship en-
rolling at the HBCU in fall of 
’14.

Acknowledging the rarity of 
the situation, Najla says she 
doesn’t mind attending school 
with her father. “I thought it 
would be cool for us to be on 
campus together and graduate 
together,” she says. And despite 
their busy schedules, the two 
would fi nd time to occasionally 
have lunch together.

Loria C. Brown Gordon, as-
sociate dean of the honors col-
lege, recalls the family’s initial 
visit to the school when Najla 
was an incoming freshman.

“Abram was so impressed, 
he forgot about Najla and said, 
‘When I fi nish at Hinds, I am 
going to be in this honors col-
lege,’” Gordon explains, then 
admits “who knew” that the 
father and daughter would go 
on to be the fi rst of their kind to 
graduate from the program.

It’s most certainly a family 
affair. The father of four has 

another daughter, Qu’Tashia 
Muhammad, who joined the 
university in fall ’17. She is 
also a member of several honor 
societies, including the honors 
college and Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority Inc.

According to the dean, hon-
ors college graduates must 
complete the curriculum, which 
exceeds the standard degree 
requirements. “I am so proud 
of the entire family as they set 
the example that education is a 
path created and is accessible to 
all, no matter their status in the 
family,” she adds.

The enthusiasm is palpable 
as the father and daughter dis-
cuss college life and their com-
mencement, which takes place 
on Muhammad’s birthday.

“I enjoyed myself more in 
school this time around than 
I did years ago,” he says, be-
fore professing his life-long 
desire to attend an HBCU. “To 
be a part of that history, to ma-
triculate and be conferred from 
an HBCU, I just can’t tell you 

what it does for me.”
What he appreciates most 

about JSU, Muhammad says 
is the profound impact that the 
college experience has had on 
his daughter’s personality. De-
scribing Najla as “extremely 
introverted,” he shares that the 
university has allowed her to 
discover herself and come out 
of her shell.

Since enrolling, the aspiring 
speech pathologist has gone 
on several out-of-state, school-
based trips including a visit to 
Japan as part of the TOMODA-
CHI Inouye Scholars Program.

“I learned that if I want things 
I have to speak up for myself 
more,” says Najla. “It’s the op-
portunities that I’ve received 
here that made me realize that.”

The once bashful senior will 
head to Los Angeles after grad-
uation to spend the summer in 
UCLA’s Public Health Scholars 
Training Program. Out of 1,200 
applicants from throughout the 
country, Najla was one of three 
percent accepted. She is also 

the only student from Missis-
sippi.

Muhammad gushes about 
how his daughter has been an 
inspiration to their family. “Her 
mother has gone back to school 
and received her degree in agri-
business. All of that is because 
she saw how Najla was acceler-
ating and enjoying school,” he 
says.

Hailing the pair as great ex-
amples of determination and 
commitment, Muhammad’s 
wife, Tracy expresses that as 
a full-time father, student and 
despite working two full-time 
jobs, her husband never became 
weary in his responsibilities.

She said Najla has gained the 
courage to challenge her fears 
and venture out into the world 
knowing she can make a differ-
ence due to being at the HBCU.

Muhammad reveals his de-
sire to see more families with 
parents that have degrees in 
higher-education making fi rst-
generation students a thing of 
the past. He also defi nes his 

wish to see more professors 
push the history and signifi -
cance of HBCUs.

“I think it would give not 
only students but faculty and 
staff a greater appreciation for 
the blood, sweat, tears and even 
lives that have been given for 
us to be able to stand on the 
grounds of an HBCU,” he says 
with gusto.

The graduates wish to thank 
their departments, JSU recruit-
ers, family and friends for help-
ing them along their journey. 
But their time at the institution 
does not end with graduation, 
they have respectively been ac-
cepted into the JSU graduate 
school program.

Najla was relieved, excited 
and fulfi lled as she walked 
across the commencement 
stage.

Muhammad headed to Buf-
falo Wild Wings. “I’m going 
to get the bone-in, parmesan 
garlic wings; a 20-piece from 
BW3 with the cheddar fries, all 
I can get,” he says with a hearty 
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It’s a family affair: Father, daughter fi rst to 
graduate together from JSU Honors College
Jackson State University

Father and daughter duo Abram and Najla Muhammad talk to WLBT about their history making graduation. Mu-
hammad says he is pleased with the way Jackson State has helped Najla “discover herself and come out of her 
shell.”  PHOTOS BY ARON SMITH/JSU

At JSU, Abram Muhammad and his daughter, Najla, both have a cu-
malative 3.8 GPA. They are also both members of the national and 
golden key honor societies among other academic organizations.



As America commemorates 
the 50th year of the Fair Hous-
ing Act, the unfortunate num-
bers have been repeated often: 
“The gap between white and 
black homeownership is wider 
now than it was in 1960,” PBS 
reported earlier this year.

The reasons vary. In a nut-
shell, redlining, credit issues 
and plain old race discrimina-
tion have been blamed for the 
homeownership disparity that 
partially results in the median 
net worth of white American 
families being 10 times greater 
than black Americans, accord-
ing to the New York Times.

But America does not lack 
those who, not only monitor 
such statistics, but those who 
feel a charge to bring fairness 
and equality to the unjust situa-
tion that the numbers reveal.

Lois Johnson, founder/CEO 
of United Security Financial 
Corp, is one of those people who 
recognizes the crisis in black 
homeownership and are deter-

mined to do her part to rectify it.
The former real estate sales 

agent and full time accountant 
for the United Parcel Service 
believes a defi ciency in fi nan-
cial education is a large part 
of the problem. She came to 
this conclusion after she found 
she could not acquire loans for 
people to whom she had sold a 
house without having to “put up 
a fi ght.” And on top of that, she 
couldn’t get a loan for her own 
church.

“I was a member of Faith 
Temple Pentecostal Church in 
Salt Lake City, Utah and I was 
the business manager for the 
church. We ran into a problem 
just trying to get a commercial 
loan for the church. I said that’s 
it. I think I’ll just try doing this 
myself. I became a loan offi cer. 
I got really good at it. And I was 
able to get more people loans so 
I just took it from there and here 
I am today.”

More than 30 years later, 
Johnson is among the leading 
independent home mortgage 
lenders in the nation. Licensed 
to operate in 49 states, she is the 
country’s only African-Amer-
ican Ginnie Mae lender and is 
also an issuer of Fannie Mae, 
which is a conventional lender. 
But even after working in the 
homeownership industry for 38 
years, she still sees a plethora of 
problems.

In her decades of experience, 
she has come to believe the black 
homeownership crisis is still ex-
istent due to information about 
homebuying and mortgage lend-

ing being withheld from African 
Americans. And she’s decided 
to do something about it. In the 
following conversation with the 
Trice Edney News Wire, John-
son answers key questions about 
issues that hinder home owner-
ship:

Trice Edney: Why should 
homeownership be the cen-
terpiece for a strategy to build 
legacy wealth in the African-
American community?

Lois Johnson: Because a 
house is usually the largest item 
that will create wealth. Just 
think about it. If you buy a house 
and you stay in that house for a 
period of time, that house is go-
ing to become worth a lot more 
than what you paid for it. If you 
keep that house long enough the 
value of your home will grow. 
Then you can pull cash from 
your home and buy another 
home and still have value in it. 
On the other hand, big ticket 
items such as cars and boats 
depreciate and sometimes can’t 
be resold or can only be sold for 
a lot less. But when you sell a 

house, you might get two, three 
or more times as much as you 
bought it for.

TE: What is the minimum 
credit score (or FICO score) re-
quired to purchase a home?

LJ: The FHA [Federal Hous-
ing Administration] will take 
it at maybe 540. Most lend-
ers won’t go any less than 620. 
That’s about the lowest FICO 
that the average lenders will 
take – including Ginnie Mae 
and Fannie Mae lenders. If we 
get too many low FICO scores 
it could cause our ratings to go 
down which could cause us to 
lose our Ginnie Mae licenses. 
That’s why Ginnie Mae issuers 
and Fannie Mae issuers don’t 
like to take low FICO scores. 
They’re putting themselves in 
jeopardy. Now, on the fl ip side 
of that, there are ways in which 
you can increase your FICO 
(credit) score.

TE: What is the best way to 
repair and increase one’s credit 
score?

LJ: You may go to a credit 
repair agency or your lender can 

also tell you what to do. Then 
there are things that you can do 
on your own. For example, if 
you have a charge card and your 
limit is $1,000, your balance 
should never be any higher than 
75 percent. In other words, you 
should never charge over $750. 
That will maintain your FICO 
score. Also, there may be col-
lection items on your credit re-
port that may be removed with a 
vendor settlement. That will in-
crease your FICO Score as well.

TE: What are some of the 
greatest obstacles to increasing 
your credit score and what can 
be done about them?

LJ: Child support. Communi-
cate with the child support recip-
ient to make sure the amount on 
your credit report is accurate. If 
it is not, the recipient can draft a 
letter correcting the information 
that’s in the bureau. The agency 
then has to correct the informa-
tion that’s been reported. This 
will increase your FICO score.
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The National Memorial for 
Peace and Justice and the Leg-
acy Museum has opened to 
teach American history never 
published in textbooks.

The museum is a memo-
rial to the documented 4,400 
African Americans murdered 
in terrorist lynchings, which 
included beatings, drownings 
and being burned at the stake 
by whites between 1877 and 
1950 in 12 Southern States 
including Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee, Texas and Virginia.

Their names are engraved 
on duplicate sets of columns, 
two for each county where a 
lynching was documented. 
Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) 
initially reported that 3,959 
African Americans were vic-
tims of terrorist lynchings in 
the 12 states but added to the 
number as more victims be-
came known.

The lynchings forced blacks 
to fl ee in terror from the South 
to the North.

“Black people living in Oak-
land, California, Chicago and 
New York are refugees from 
terror. They fl ed the South to 
escape lynching,” said Bryan 
Stevenson, executive director 
of the Equal Justice Initiative, 
which had the museum con-
structed to pull the wraps off 
an untold story of America’s 
history. The story will make 
some blacks as well as whites 
uncomfortable and even an-
gry.

Historically, however, 
lynchings entertained some 
whites. Some made a day of it, 
attending with picnic baskets. 

The museum, which is locat-
ed in Montgomery, Alabama, 
the state’s capital and one-
time seat of the Confederacy, 
was founded by The Equal 
Justice Initiative, a non-profi t 
advocacy organization based 
in Montgomery. EJI published 
“Lynching in America: Con-
fronting the Legacy of Racial 
Terror.”

Since the report’s release, 
EJI has supplemented its orig-
inal research by document-
ing racial terror lynchings in 
states outside the Deep South. 
Lynchings, for example, oc-
curred in Minnesota, Indiana, 
Illinois, West Virginia and Ne-
braska.

On June 15, 1920, a mob 
dragged Elias Clayton, Elmer 

Jackson and Isaac McGhie, 
employees of the John Rob-
inson Circus, from their jail 
cells and lynched them for al-
legedly raping Irene Tusken, a 
19-year-old, although Dr. Da-
vid Graham’s examination of 
Tusken found no evidence of 
sexual assault.

That information did not 
prevent newspapers from pub-
lishing numerous stories about 
the alleged rape. The story 
about the lynchings is told in 
the 1979 book “The Lynchings 
in Duluth,” by Michael Fedo. 
A photo of the three men who 
had been lynched was made 
into postcards at the time and 
shown throughout Duluth.

Bob Dylan’s song “Desola-
tion Row” recalls the lynch-
ing. Dylan was born in Duluth 
but grew up in Hibbing, Min-
nesota.

Future Academy Award 
winning actor Henry Fonda 
witnessed the 1919 lynching 
of Will Brown in his home-
town of Omaha, Nebraska, 
when he was a boy. Fonda was 
born in 1905. White terrorists 
burned Brown, a 40-year-old 
meat-packing worker, at the 
stake for allegedly raping a 
white woman.

“It was the most horren-
dous sight I’d ever seen… My 

hands were wet and there were 
tears in my eyes. All I could 
think of was that young black 
man dangling at the end of a 
rope,” Fonda said.

EJI also released a study 
about black military veterans 
targeted for lynching. The 
report’s title is “Lynching in 
America: Targeting Black Vet-
erans.” It builds on EJI’s 2015 
report, “Lynching in America:  
Confronting the Legacy of Ra-
cial Terror.”

More than 90 percent of ter-
rorist lynching victims were 
black men, and some of the 
victims were boys as young 
as 12 and 13, Stevenson told 
NorthStar News Today.com 
and BlackmansStreet.Today 
in 2015.

The study noted that at least 
800 more African Americans 
were murdered in lynchings 
than had been previously re-
ported. The report focuses 
on racial terrorist lynching, 
which whites, including the 
police, elected offi cials, ordi-
nary citizens and federal bu-
reaucrats participated in the 
murders or condoned them to 
enforce Jim Crow laws and ra-
cial segregation.

Terror victims were mur-
dered without being accused 
of any crime; they were killed 

for minor social transgres-
sions, including bumping a 
white person, wearing their 
military uniforms after World 
War I and not using the appro-
priate title to address a white 
person.

For example, General Lee, 
a black man, was lynched 
in 1904 by a white mob in 
Reevesville, Ga., for knocking 
on the door of a white wom-
an’s home. In 1919, a white 
mob in Blakely, Ga., lynched 
William Little, a soldier re-
turning from World War I, for 
refusing to take off his uni-
form. And in 1916, white men 
lynched Jeff Brown in Cedar-
bluff, Miss., for accidentally 
bumping into a white girl as 
he ran to catch a train.

Thousands of volunteers for 
EJI have collected soil from 
over 300 lynching sites as part 
of the organization’s Commu-
nity Remembrance Project. 
The jars of soil are exhibited 
at EJI. Each jar bears the name 
of a man, woman or child 
lynched in America, as well 
as the date and location of the 
lynching.

Work on the memorial be-
gan in 2010 when EJI staff 
began investigating thousands 
of racial-terror lynchings in 
the South, many of which had 
never been documented. This 
research ultimately produced 
the fi rst report.

During the museum’s open-
ing week, speakers will in-
clude Michelle Alexander, 
author of the book “The New 
Jim Crow,” former Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore, U.S. Senator 
Cory Booker (D. NJ) and Ray 
Hinton, who spent nearly 30 
years on Alabama’s death row 
for a crime he did not commit.

The museum also is hosting 
a concert featuring Common 
and Usher.

There is an admission fee 
and fees to attend other mu-
seum events.

At a long-awaited meeting 
between U.S. President Donald 
Trump and Nigerian President 
Muhammadu Buhari, the U.S. 
president announced the deliv-
ery of new war planes to Nige-
ria, formerly prohibited by ex-
President Barack Obama.

Chiding his counterpart on 
the proliferation of violence 
throughout that country, Trump 
said: “We are deeply concerned 
by the religious violence in Ni-
geria including the burning of 
churches and killing of Chris-
tians.”

Buhari responded that efforts 
were being made to ensure a 
reduction in the killings in the 
country, which he blamed on 
militia trained by the late former 
Libyan president, Muammar 
Gadaffi .

“We are grateful to the United 
States for agreeing to give us the 
aircraft that we asked for. We 
are even more grateful for the 
physical presence of the United 
States military offi cials in Ni-
geria,” Buhari said. “The com-
mitment of the United States to 
get rid of terrorism across the 
world, we have fast earned ex-
perience from that and we are 
grateful for it.”

Agreements appear to have 
been made during a closed-
door session for the purchase 
or gifting of aircraft and other 
weapons to aid Nigeria’s war on 
Boko Haram.

“We are also helping our Ni-
gerian partners by facilitating 
intelligence, co-operation and 
providing training and military 
equipment to Nigerian forces,” 
the president disclosed. “For ex-
ample, we recently sold Nigeria 
12 US A29 Super Tucano war 
planes. This is the fi rst ever sale 
of the American military weap-
on to Nigeria. This new aircraft 
will help Nigeria to target terror-
ists and protect civilians.”

The sale of the planes, long 
sought by the Nigerians, had 
been held up by the Obama ad-
ministration over human rights 
abuses by Nigeria’s military.

Trump turned to the scourge 
of human traffi cking which he 
claimed was greater than any 
time in history.

“To protect Americans from 
these menaces,” he continued, 
“I have called on the Congress 
to close deadly immigration 
loopholes that are exploited by 
terrorists, traffi ckers and crimi-
nals. Our borders are obsolete, 
weak and pathetic and there is 
no country that has laws as we 
do.”

Buhari, for his part, congratu-
lated Trump for the “impres-
sive” performance of the Ameri-
can economy and credited him 
for playing a statesmanly role 
with North Korea that has led 
to discussions on denuclearizing 
the Korean Peninsula.

Not everyone gave the en-
counter such over-the-top 
praise. The Muslim Students’ 
Society of Nigeria faulted the 
U.S. leader’s comments which, 
they said, signaled his hatred for 
Muslims and Islam in Nigeria.

“One would wonder if Trump 
is not aware or deliberately ig-
nored the murder of several 
Muslims in a mosque at the Uni-
versity of Maiduguri or those 
killed in mosques in Yobe and 
Zamfara; and many other parts 
of the country. Trump’s offer of 
assistance at this point in time 
is “divisive, ‘unafrican’ and in-
sincere,” said Saheed Ashafa, 
president of the student group.

Ashafa urged world leaders 
to ignore insinuations that Mus-
lims are not against terrorism, 
adding that it would be more 
benefi cial to tackle insurgency 
with utmost neutrality.

“Let me reiterate that as Mus-
lims we condemn and reject all 
forms of terrorism, insurgency 
and oppression in whatever 
name being perpetrated. We 
should also remember that in 
Nigeria, most families are com-
posed of Christians and Muslims 
alike, just as we also have other 
faithful. Trump’s call for sepa-
ratism when the world is advo-
cating for collectivism is not a 
healthy offer,” said Ashafa.

Johnson
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Museum memorializing black lynching 
victims opens in Montgomery, Alabama

Nigerian President Buhari 
receives military war chest at 
meeting with U. S. President

National Memorial for Peace and Justice and the Legacy Museum in Montgomery, Alabama

The names of lynching victims and the counties where they were 
murdered

Amidst black homeownership crisis, a mortgage leader rises up to teach

Lois Johnson speaks on homeown-
ership during the recent States-
women for Justice Luncheon at 
the National Press Club. PHOTO: ROY 
LEWIS/TRICE EDNEY NEWS WIRE

 By Frederick H. Lowe
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In 1968 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., walked and marched 
down Highway 3 in Marks, Mis-
sissippi. Few would have imag-
ined then that decades later the 
same main thoroughfare would 
bear his name. Dr. King’s three 
visits to Marks and Quitman 
County in the 1960s were dur-
ing the peak of the Civil Rights 
Movement that highlighted so-
cial and political discontent and 
led to cataclysmic changes in 
our nation.

While in Marks, Dr. King 
visited schools and homes of lo-
cal leaders and spoke at several  
churches, rallying support from 
ministers, community leaders, 
and volunteers to help launch 
the second War on Poverty.

One of his lasting legacies, 
among many, is that of the Mule 
Train from Marks to Washing-
ton, D.C., as the centerpiece of 
the Poor People’s Campaign. 
This year marks the fi ftieth an-
niversary of these signifi cant 
events, and organizers have 
planned a commemoration to 
honor all those who partici-
pated and their sacrifi ces. The 
four-day “Rebuild the Dream” 
symposium, scheduled for May 
10-13, 2018, is designed to me-
morialize and celebrate those 
efforts.

Dr. King chose Marks as the 

starting point for the Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign after witness-
ing heart-breaking poverty on 
a trip to the Mississippi Delta 
with the Reverend Ralph David 
Abernathy. The idea of the cam-
paign to help fi ght the systemic 
poverty in the Delta had been 
suggested to Dr. King in the fall 
of 1967 by Marian Wright, di-
rector of Mississippi’s NAACP 
Legal Defense and Education 
Fund. This came after Wright, 
a 27-year-old Yale Law School 
graduate, convinced Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy and other 
lawmakers to travel to Mis-
sissippi as part of the Senate 
subcommittee’s look at War on 
Poverty programs. Their shock-
ing fi ndings of hunger in the 
population were well publicized 
throughout the country and 
deeply affected Kennedy, which 
eventually helped bring the is-
sue of food insecurity to light.

It was Kennedy’s idea to pres-
sure Congress to act on food as-
sistance programs, and Wright 
passed the suggestion on to Dr. 
King to mobilize a mass of poor 
people to come to Washington 
and stay until their voices were 
heard. Dr. King’s goal was for 
2,000 people in dire economic 
situations to meet with govern-
ment offi cials in the nation’s 
capital to help fi nd solutions for 
the lack of jobs, fair wages and 
equitable education opportuni-
ties that was pervasive in many 
places around the nation, but 
particularly in the Delta.

The march on Washington, 
D.C., was scheduled to take 
place in May of 1968, even 
though many thought the goal 
was too ambitious. After Dr. 
King was assassinated in April,  
Abernathy was determined to 
continue plans for the march. 
The fi rst group of approxi-

mately 350 demonstrators left 
in early May by bus, and the 
second group left May 13, in 
a caravan of more than fi fteen 
mule-drawn wagons. By this 
time, the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
had taken the lead, using the op-
portunity to take their message 
throughout the South on the 
way to Washington. When they 
fi nally arrived, they met more 
than 50,000 others who cared 
enough about this cause to join 
in the demonstration. 

Key commemorative activi-
ties that are part of the “Rebuild 
the Dream” anniversary in-
clude a community-wide prayer 
breakfast and evening recep-
tion followed by a banquet; a 
re-enactment of the students/
teachers march by the Madison 
S. Palmer High School drama 
class; workshops and panel 
discussions on confronting per-

sistent poverty, healthcare dis-
parities, civil and human rights 
issues and racial and economic 
equity. Other activities planned 
are tours along the Marks Mule 
Train Trail and the mule-wagon 
rides re-enactment featuring 
iconic Civil Rights speakers as 
well as a picnic in the historic 
Marks Roadside Park. The cul-
minating event for the four-
day symposium will take place 
Mother’s Day, May 13, with 
a gospel concert featuring the 
GRAMMY®-winning Mighty 
Clouds of Joy.

The organizers of “Rebuild 
the Dream” symposium are 
partnering with Charles Steele, 
the national president/CEO 
of Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference (SCLC), and 
extending invitations to the 
SCLC leaders and activists who 
were in Marks during spring 
of 1968 to help organize the 
Marks Mule Train and the Poor 
People’s Campaign. Some of 
the well-known activists who 
participated were Ambassador 
Andrew Young; Reverend Jesse 
Jackson; Dr. Bernard Lafayette, 
Jr.; Sidney Poitier and Harry 
Belafonte, Marian Wright, who 
eventually married one of Sena-
tor Kennedy’s aides, Peter Edel-
man, should also be recognized 
for her trips to the Delta as well 
as her tenacity in keeping the is-

sues from fading away.
Hilliard L. Lackey III, his-

torian, author and professor 
at Jackson State University is 
leading the organizers of the 
event. He has been a champion 
of promoting this history for 
the past forty-nine years. Part 
of his life-long mission has 
been to “Rebuild the Dream” 
to make sure this piece of civil 
rights history is remembered. 
Lackey said, “King’s visits to 
Marks were not hollow. The 
seeds he planted fi fty years ago 
in the poverty-stricken Missis-
sippi Delta have germinated.” 
He sees Dr. King’s dream as 
composed of teachable layers 
of tribulation that are not only 
unfolding, but intensifying the 
vision of King’s dream.

Tickets to the Mighty Clouds 
of Joy concert are $15, but all 
other events are free and open 
to the public. A special invita-
tion is issued to those who took 
part or witnessed this occasion 
to participate in planned key 
events and help commemorate 
this era of civil rights that im-
pacted millions of Americans 
through the educational, nutri-
tional, healthcare and housing 
programs that took root as a 
result of the 1968 Marks Mule 
Train and Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s Poor People’s Cam-
paign.

The world’s most beloved 
#1 blue engine rolls back into 
the Mississippi Children’s 
Museum (MCM) this sum-
mer. Thomas & Friends™: 
Explore the Rails, an interac-
tive exhibit created by Min-
nesota Children’s Museum 
and inspired by the popular 
children’s series will steam 
into the Gertrude C. Ford Ex-
hibition Hall from May 26 
through September 9, 2018. 
This exhibit is locally spon-
sored by Trustmark Bank and 
Atmos Energy.

Featuring the favorite en-
gines and destinations from 
Thomas & Friends™, the 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) -fo-
cused exhibit seeks to engage 
children, ages 2 through 7 
years, and families in founda-
tional skills that foster STEM 
literacy through playful learn-
ing experiences.

The exhibit incorporates 
foundational STEM practices 
that encourage thinking math-
ematically, making compari-
sons, experimenting to solve 
problems using a variety of 
methods and tools, thinking 
creatively and refl ecting on 
actions and results.

“The skills and profi cien-
cies children learn and re-
fi ne through play in the early 
years set the stage for future 
learning and success from the 
kindergarten classroom to the 
workplace,” said Dianne Kri-
zan, president of Minnesota 
Children’s Museum. “Thom-
as & Friends™: Explore the 
Rails will deliver high-quality 
playful learning experiences 
rooted in science, technology, 
engineering and math for mil-
lions of children across the 
continent.”

Visitors to the 1,500 square 
foot exhibit will be delighted 
as they fi nd themselves sur-
rounded by the Island of 

Sodor’s iconic locations: 
Knapford Station, Sodor 
Steamworks, and much more.

In the exhibit, children help 
Thomas and his friends solve 
a variety of challenges, from 
a simple sorting and shape 
identifi cation activity to more 
complex engineering ob-
stacles, such as completing a 
train track using track pieces 
with different levels of el-
evation. As children confront 
new challenges and test their 
abilities, the smiling faces of 
Thomas, Percy, Victor and 
others are there to offer en-
couragement and remind chil-
dren how “really useful” they 
all are.

The Thomas & Friends™: 
Explore the Rails exhibit was 
designed and developed by 
Minnesota Children’s Mu-
seum in partnership with HIT 
Entertainment, a subsidiary 
of Mattel, Inc. Fisher-Price, 
the #1 Infant/Preschool Toys 
manufacturer1, is the present-
ing sponsor for the exhibit. 
3M is the national tour spon-
sor.

Inside the Exhibit:
Climb into Thomas’ cab 

and explore the engine’s in-
ner workings. Flip levers and 
investigate other moveable 
parts that trigger train noises 
such as braking, whistles and 

steam.
Fix Percy’s wobbly wheel 

by removing and replacing 
parts and experimenting to 
fi nd a combination of wheels, 
rods and bolts that work.

Explore the favorite Island 
of Sodor destinations includ-
ing: Tidmouth Sheds, Bren-
dam Docks and the Sodor 
Search & Rescue Station on 
an over-sized Thomas Wood-
en Railway train table.

Work with old and new 
friends loading luggage, live-
stock and other freight into 
the coaches of two train cars.

Collaborate with others to 
get Percy moving by loading 
coal into his coal box and fi ll-
ing his tank with water from a 
water tower.

Suit up as the conductor 
to exchange money and sell 
tickets to other visitors taking 
a ride on the train.

Wander through a Thomas 
& Friends™ retrospective 
featuring model engines from 
the original live action series 
produced in London, copies 
of the original drawings and 
manuscripts from the Rev. W. 
Awdry, the creator of Thomas 
& Friends™ and a collection 
of memorabilia documenting 
the history and evolution of 
Thomas & Friends™ through 
books, television, and toys.

Congressman Bennie G. 
Thompson (MS-02) announces 
public meeting with the National 
Park Service. The purpose of the 
meetings is to support the preser-
vation of African-American civil 
rights sites and the legacy of civil 
rights leaders.

The National Park Service 
(NPS) will be in the district on 
May 7 and 8 hosting public meet-
ings to get your feedback/input, 
hear your concerns, discuss civil 
rights sites in the district, answer 
your questions, tell you about 
this Special Resource Study and 
more.

Currently, the sites being con-
sidered under this study are the 
Medgar and Myrlie Evers home 
in Jackson, the Tallahatchie 
County Courthouse in Sumner, 
and Bryant’s Store in Money. 
There are other sites that should 

be considered for a National Park 
designation.

Join us and help preserve 
African-American Civil Rights 
sites and history by attending 
any or all the meetings to submit 
your comments via the Internet 
at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/
MSCR_SRS.

What: Public Meeting with the 

National Park Service
When/Where:
• Monday, May 7, 2018, 11:30 

a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Mississippi Delta National 

Heritage Area
Delta State University, Jacob 

Conference Center, Ewing Hall
Highway 8 West
Cleveland, Mississippi 38733
• Monday, May 7, 2018, 5 p.m. 

– 7 p.m.
Tallahatchie County Court-

house, 401 West Court Street 
Sumner, Mississippi 38957

• Tuesday, May 8, 2018, 11:30 
a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Two Mississippi Museums Au-
ditorium, 222 North Street Jack-
son, Mississippi 39201

•Tuesday, May 8, 2018, 5 p.m. 
– 7 p.m.

Medgar Evers Library, 4215 
Medgar Evers Boulevard, Jack-
son, Mississippi 39213 

The Commission on Wildlife, 
Fisheries, and Parks considered 
dates for the 2018–2019 water-
fowl hunting seasons during their 
April meeting. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service releases all mi-
gratory game bird frameworks in 
early spring each year, providing 
a “window” of dates from which 
states may select specifi c season 
dates.

“Waterfowl breeding population 
estimates in 2017 remained high, 
and this will again allow states 
the opportunity to select a liberal 
hunting season of 60 days with 
a six-duck daily bag limit,” said 
Houston Havens, Waterfowl pro-
gram coordinator.

Waterfowl hunting season dates 
for 2018–19 are listed in the table 
provided.

The duck daily bag limit will 
be a total of six ducks, including 
no more than four mallards (no 

more than two of which may be 
females), three wood ducks, three 
scaup, two redheads, two canvas-
backs, two black ducks, two pin-
tails and one mottled duck. The 
merganser daily bag limit will be a 
total of fi ve mergansers, only two 
of which may be hooded mergan-
sers. Coots will have a 15 bird dai-
ly bag limit. The possession limit 

is three times the daily bag limit 
for ducks, mergansers,and coots.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, visit 
our website at www.mdwfp.com/
waterfowl or call us at (601) 432-
2199. Follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/mdwfp or on 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/MD-
WFPonline.
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There are more 
tears shed over 
answered prayers 
than over unan-
swered prayers. –
Teresa of Avila.

We know what 
to do when God hasn’t answered 
our prayers. First, we repent. 
Then, we seek out another more 
“spiritual” prayer partner. We 
may go on an extended fast. We 
might even start going to both 
Sunday worship services. Some 
of us believe that by showing God 
how spiritual we are that he will 
suddenly then decide to answer 
our prayers. Others may become 
bitter or angry that their prayers 
have not been answered. James 
4:3 says, “When you ask, you do 
not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, that you may 
spend what you get on your plea-
sures.”

In addition, there are countless 
books that claim to have strategies 
on what to do to get your prayers 
answered. I admit that I’ve read 
some of them and put into practice 
the strategies with mixed results.    
Sometimes, we give more atten-
tion to prayers left unanswered 
than to the prayers that have been 
answered by God. When we have 
unanswered prayers, often we fo-
cus on how God in his sovereignty 
chooses to answers prayers when 
he wants to, how he wants to and 
for whom he wants. Waiting on 
prayers to be answered teaches us 
how to have faith and, most im-
portantly, develop patience.

But what do you do when God 
answers your prayers? As strange 

as it sounds, knowing how to re-
spond to God when he answers 
your prayer is just as important 
as knowing how to respond when 
you are waiting on your prayer 
to get answered. Hannah from 
the Old Testament shows there is 
more to it than just being grateful 
when your prayer is answered.

The Bible shows us in 1 Samuel 
1 how Hannah prayed to the Lord 
for a child for many years. In verse 
10 of that chapter, she made a vow 
to the Lord that if he blessed her 
to have a son, she would give the 
child back to him. Eventually, the 
Lord answered her prayers and 
she had a son she named Sam-
uel. Verses 27- 28 say, “I prayed 
for this child, and the LORD has 
granted me what I asked of him. 
So now I give him to the LORD. 
For his whole life he will be given 
over to the LORD.”

I Samuel 2 shows that she didn’t 
brag about her prayer being an-
swered; instead she expressed 
thankfulness to God. It takes hu-
mility to do like Hannah and give 
back to God what he has given 
to us. In looking at Hannah’s 
story, we see the wisdom of her 
response. When our prayers get 
answered, we have to learn how 
to graciously accept God’s fa-
vor. More importantly, answered 
prayers can teach us how to be 
humble and then encourage others 
who may be waiting on God to an-
swer their prayers.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas, 
Texas based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose After a Relationship 
Ends.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda.

When God 
answers your 

prayer 
We read in 

Matthew 20:27, 
“and whoever 
wants to be 
fi rst must be 
your slave.” 
Even the Son 

of Man came to serve. Friend, 
no doubt, you know what the 
character of a faithful servant 
or a faithful slave implies. It is 
devotion to his master’s inter-
est, thoughtful study and care 
to please his master, delight in 
his prosperity, honor and hap-
piness. Greatness is not found 
in possessions, power or pres-
tige. It is discovered in good-
ness, humility, service and 
character.

Humility was taught by 
Christ. The sons of Zebedee 
asked Jesus if they could sit on 
His right hand and on His left 
hand. They wanted to sit in the 
highest place in the Kingdom. 
Jesus said that was not for 

Him to give but that the Fa-
ther would give it to those for 
whom it had been prepared. 
They should not have looked 
for it and they should not have 
asked for it. Their thought 
ought to have been concerning 
the baptism of humiliation.

My friend, meekness and 
lowliness of heart should be 
the distinguishing feature of 
His disciples just as it was the 
Master. It should be that way 
of you and me. How much of 
the meek and lowly Lamb of 
God do others see in you?

The Apostle Paul was a 
great man of God. Peter spoke 
of him in II Peter 3:16 when he 
said that he wrote some things 
hard to be understood. Paul 
wrote of some spiritual truths. 
Next to Jesus Christ, the 
Apostle Paul was the greatest 
man in the Bible. What made 
him great? He had the same 
spirit of humility that his Mas-
ter had.

I want you to notice what 

Paul wrote in I Corinthians 
15:9-10; “9 For I am the least 
of the apostles, who am not 
worthy to be called an apos-
tle, because I persecuted the 
Church of God. 10 But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, 
and His grace toward me was 
not in vain; but I labored more 
abundantly than they all, yet 
not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me.”

Just as his Savior, Paul 
learned a lesson that Jesus 
taught in Matthew 11:29, 
“Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart…” Paul 
said in II Corinthians 12:11, “I 
have become a fool in boast-
ing; you have compelled me. 
For I ought to have been com-
mended by you; for in nothing 
was I behind the most eminent 
apostles, though I am noth-
ing.”

Let us look at Paul’s life. In 
Ephesians 3:8, Paul said, “To 
me, who am less than the least 

of all the saints, this grace was 
given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the un-
searchable riches of Christ,”

If we are not careful, pride 
will creep in when you testify 
and then before you know it, 
you will begin to let every-
body know what you have 
been doing instead of giving 
glory to God. Jesus did not do 
that and the Apostle Paul did 
not do that. He felt that he was 
nothing. God’s grace saved 
Paul and He remembered his 
sins no more. Paul could not 
forget how terribly he had 
sinned against God. Though 
he was once a sinner, he had 
been taken up in the arms of 
Jesus and crowned with His 
love.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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P R E S E R V E D

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist



I used to love me some Bill Cosby. Not only 
because he was America’s Big Daddy, but also 
because he was fun and funny. Most of the times 
that I was around him, I felt lifted. He had that 
deep, heh heh heh laugh, and that sweet smile, 
and then he loved some HBCUs, so what could 
you say?

Yeah, there was that irascible thing; that pull up your pants 
and don’t steal the cake preachy conversation. But there was 
the $20 million that he and Camille gave to Spelman College 
and the fraction of which I was able to wangle from him for 
Bennett College. We had this conversation, once upon a time, 
when he said that he loved me, and I replied, as much as you 
love Dr. Cole, and he said yeah. So I said, “Where is my $20 
million?” If you love me even ten percent as much I get 2 mil-
lion. He laughed. I laughed. He spent a day at Bennett talking 
to my students.

Now he has been convicted as a sexual predator, and while 
there will be an appeal, the fact that more than 60 women have 
made accusations is daunting. Even if half of them are piling 
on, enough of them have made the case that a man who has 
been an amazing philanthropist has also been an awful sexual 
predator. How do I mend my broken heart?

Indeed, my heart is broken. It started breaking with the fi rst 
allegation. It continued to break as the accusations piled up. 
How could I, how could we, reconcile the image of a man 
whose humor and dadliness engaged a generation with a man 
who, by his own admission, drugged women so he could have 
nonconsensual sex with them. What is real, what is fake and 
how do we begin to enjoy powerful episodes of the Cosby 
Show without thinking of the man who was just convicted?

So do we throw the art out? Do we decide that the engaging 
body of work is now worthless because the creator is horribly 
fl awed? Do we decide that Fat Albert wasn’t really fat and fun-
ny, that Theo and Rudy weren’t amazing kids, that I Spy didn’t 
spy, that the Cosby body of work is useless?

I will make no excuses for a man who has been convicted as 
a sexual predator, even as I confess my affection for him. But 
I wonder if we can separate the art from its creator, especially 
when we consider the fact that Cosby broke so many barriers as 
he created his art. And while he deserves more than a wink and 
a nod or a slap on the wrist, I think it also important to consider 
context. Who taught this man to be a sexual predator? Was this 
the norm in Hollywood at that time? Cosby was raised well 
enough to know the difference between right and wrong, and he 
was not only wrong but also butt wrong to drug women to have 
sex with them. One could be a misunderstanding. Sixty is an 
epidemic. Even if half of them are making it up, thirty, twenty, 
ten, or even one is more than enough.

So my heart breaks for our culture, and for that which many 
will throw away. Meaning, do Cosby’s crimes invalidate his 
art? Will all eight seasons of the Cosby show be kicked to the 
curb because its creator is an extraordinarily fl awed man? Will 
a moment in history, a moment when the ensemble depiction of 
a dynamic black middle-class family entertained a nation, be 
obliterated by the judgment of one man?

I am not sure of the answer. I am certain, though, that my 
heart is broken. Cosby will appeal and he may prevail. Or, he 
may not. But I am among those who cherish the memories of 
the Cosby show, the Cosby philanthropist, the funny and iras-
cible man who came to my campus, talked good sense to my 
students and cared. Cheers to him for lifting up black colleges. 
Shame on him for violating women. How can I reconcile these 
images? How can I mend my broken heart?

Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist. Her latest 
book “Are We Better Off? Race, Obama and Public Policy” is 
available via www.amazon.com for booking, wholesale inqui-
ries or for more info visit www.juliannemalveaux.com
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How do you mend a 
broken heart - the 
Cosby I know and the 
man who was convicted
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Also, always pay your bills on 
time. Some people think, well, if 
I pay it a day late, then that’s not 
bad credit. But that’s a late pay-
ment. As long as you pay that bill 
before the next payment is due, 
that company will not report you 
as late. 

Finally, if you have student 
loans and every last one of them 
are late, that pulls your credit 
score down. Whatever agency 
you’re paying for the student loan, 
have them combine them into one 
loan. Then have them make an 
adjustment on the payments. This 
will lower your debt ratio and en-
able you to make your payments 
on time. This will certainly in-
crease your FICO score.

TE: What are the psychological 
impediments to homeownership?

LJ: You shouldn’t listen to 
everything that people say. For 
example, it is said that you must 
have at least a 20 percent down 
payment to purchase a home. 
That’s just hearsay; in fact, you 

may purchase a home for as little 
as 3.5 percent down payment on 
an FHA loan or 0 percent down 
on a VA loan. And you may pay 
3 percent or 5 percent down on 
a conventional loan. Also, there 
are many lenders who offer 
down payment assistance, such 
as United Security Financial (for 
more information, call 1-800-373-
4186).

TE: What are some of the spe-
cial mortgage programs for peo-
ple who are buying their homes 
for the fi rst time?

LJ: There are down payment 
assistance programs as we indi-
cated above. Then, there are lower 
down payment programs such as 
FHA, VA and Fannie Mae loan 
programs. There are also state 
fi nancing programs available to 
fi rst time home buyers.

TE: How long should a person 
wait to apply for a mortgage loan 
after bankruptcy?

LJ: That depends on whether 
you’re applying for a Federal 

Housing Administration, Vet-
erans Affairs or a conventional 
loan. In most cases it’s 3-5 years. 

TE: If somebody wants to ap-
ply for a home equity loan after 
they secure their fi rst mortgage, 
how long does it take them to 
qualify for a home equity loan?

LJ: If it’s an FHA, VA or con-
ventional loan, in most cases it’s 
six months after you purchase the 
home. 

TE: Is a refi nance the same 
thing as a second mortgage?

LJ: No. With refi nance, you 
pay off your current mortgage and 
acquire another fi rst mortgage. In 
other words, you have a new fi rst 
mortgage.

TE: What is the difference be-
tween getting a second mortgage 
and reorganizing or refi nancing 
your home?

LJ: A second mortgage is an 
additional mortgage that you place 
on your home and you still main-
tain your fi rst mortgage. A second 
mortgage is obtained to take cash 

out of your home. In most cases, 
you will receive a higher interest 
rate on your second mortgage.

TE: What is a really good 
HUD-certifi ed, home counseling 
agency?

LJ: Marcia Griffi n at Home-
Free-USA. You may also contact 
HUD and they will give you a list 
of home counseling agencies in 
your area.

TE: What is the average time it 
takes to close on a mortgage loan?

LJ: The average time is ap-
proximately 30 days.

TE: How does a homeowner 
modify their payments?

LJ: If you are gainfully em-
ployed and making money, then a 
modifi cation program is out there. 
The government has approved 
that. The problem is getting the 
information to the people. There 
are loan modifi cations through 
Ginnie Mae and Fannie Mae. 
The homeowner must contact 
their lender and apply for a loan 
modifi cation. If you’re having 

problems, you may contact USF 
and we will assist you with that 
modifi cation process. Homeown-
ers really don’t have to lose their 
homes. There again is the lack of 
knowledge. We’re not getting the 
information to the public. 

TE: How many cosigners or 
coborrowers can you have on 
your loan?

LJ: You may have several bor-
rowers on the home. However, it 
depends on the qualifi cations of 
each borrower/co-borrower.

TE: Can you use a part-time 
income to apply for a mortgage 
loan?

LJ: Yes, you can use a part 
time income so long as you have 
been working that part time posi-
tion for two years. And it doesn’t 
have to be the same part time po-
sition. You just have to establish 
a track record that says you have 
actively worked part time for two 
years and fi led it on your income 
tax return.

TE: So why is the homeown-

ership crisis still lingering in the 
black community?

LJ: The number one thing is 
lack of knowledge. But, it’s peo-
ple of all backgrounds who have 
this lack of knowledge – not just 
African Americans. I’m in a lot 
of states and I’m fi nding out that 
it’s more African Americans who 
don’t own homes than it is other 
nationalities. I’m available to all 
people. The problem with our 
people is that we often don’t have 
all the information we need. Yet, 
the lenders and the bankers they 
go to are more willing to give oth-
ers what they need to help them.

TE: Any fi nal advice for ob-
taining a home?

LJ: Yes. Make sure you go to 
a good experienced person. And 
even if they turn you down, go 
to another one. Go to housing 
counseling like HomeFree-USA, 
let them give you advice and get 
you prepared for home ownership 
because you’re going to run into 
obstacles.

Johnson
Continued from page 9

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

“From 1986 
to 1996, the U.S. 
Centers for Dis-
ease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 
sponsored high-
quality, peer-re-

viewed research into the underly-
ing causes of gun violence.

People who kept guns in their 
homes did not – despite their 
hopes – gain protection … In-
stead, residents in homes with a 
gun faced a 2.7-fold greater risk 
of homicide and a 4.8-fold great-
er risk of suicide. The National 
Rifl e Association moved to sup-
press the dissemination of these 
results and to block funding of 
future government research into 
the causes of fi rearm injuries. … 
As a consequence, U.S. scientists 
cannot answer the most basic 
question: What works to prevent 
fi rearm injuries?” – Mark Rosen-
berg, former director of the Na-
tional Center for Injury Preven-
tion and Control at the CDC and 
former U.S. Rep. Jay Dickey, who 

sponsored (to his later regret) the 
amendment that blocks the CDC 
from funding gun injury preven-
tion research.

The tragedy at a Nashville-area 
Waffl e House brings the nation’s 
gun-death toll for 2018 to 4,422, 
and the number of mass-shooting 
victims to 69.

The relentless pace of gun 
violence in America threatens to 
dull our outrage and focus on the 
perpetrators threatens to bury the 
memory of the victims and the 
heroism of those who showed 
grace under pressure. The Nash-
ville shooter snuffed out the 
lives of four young people: Tau-
rean Sanderlin, 29, Joe Perez, 20, 
DeEbony Groves, 21 and Akilah 
DaSilva, 23.

Known as “T” by his friends, 
Taurean had worked at the Waffl e 
House as a cook for about fi ve 
years. Joe worked as a subcon-
tractor for a moving company. 
DeEbony, a former standout high 
school basketball player, had 
made Dean’s List at Belmont 
University. Akilah, who went by 
the nickname Natrix, studied mu-
sical engineering at Middle Ten-

nessee State University.
From this tragedy has emerged 

a hero: not only did James Shaw 
Jr. tackle the gunman and wrest 
away his AR-15 assault rifl e – 
severely burning his hands in 
the process – but he also set up 
a memorial fund for the victims, 
raising nearly $100,000. In inter-
views, Shaw has said he wants his 
4-year-old daughter to grow up in 
a less-violent world.

“I hope we can bring violence 
in all facets – not just gun vio-
lence, but all facets of violence – 
to an end,” he said.

Admirers have created a col-
lege fund for Shaw’s daughter.

Law enforcement has not iden-
tifi ed a motive for the shootings, 
but the gunman’s history of men-
tal health issues and delusions is 
well-documented. It’s beyond 
question the man shouldn’t have 
had access to fi rearms. His guns 
had, in fact, been confi scated and 
his license to carry them revoked 
in Illinois. The guns were re-
leased to the shooter’s father, who 
returned them to the shooter when 
he moved to Tennessee.

Federal law allows for weap-

ons to be seized when someone is 
convicted of a felony or involun-
tarily committed for mental health 
treatment. But Illinois is one of 
only a few states where fi rearms 
can be seized if someone’s behav-
ior constitutes a “clear and pres-
ent danger” but does not neces-
sarily rise to a felony conviction 
or involuntary commitment.

It’s unclear whether the shoot-
er’s father violated federal law by 
returning the guns, but there is no 
law in Tennessee that would have 
barred him from possessing them.

As if the nation needed another 
reminder, we must reinstate the 
federal ban on assault weapons 
and impose a limit on magazine 
capacity. It is only because the 
Waffl e House shooter paused to 
reload that James Shaw Jr. had 
the opportunity to disarm him and 
save countless lives.

The most important way we 
can honor the memory of Sand-
erlin, Perez, Groves and DaSilva, 
and fulfi ll the vision of James 
Shaw Jr., is to vote for leaders 
who will heed the demands of the 
majority of Americans and enact 
sensible gun reforms.

Honor the memory of Nashville victims by 
voting for leaders who support gun reforms

 By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League

President Don-
ald Trump’s de-
cision to meet 
with North Ko-
rea’s leader Kim 
Jong-un opens 
new possibilities. 

Trump’s critics suggest Trump 
has given Kim a major conces-
sion – the recognition that would 
come from a fi rst meeting with a 
U.S. president – in exchange for 
nothing. But talking is far pref-
erable to issuing threats and in-
sults; exchanging proposals for 
peace far better than exchanging 
bombs in war. 

This diplomatic initiative be-
gan when South Korea invited 
the North to take part in the win-
ter Olympics. This week, Kim 
and the South Korean president 
will meet in an inter-Korean 
summit.

They already announced the 
installation of the fi rst-ever ho-
tline between the two leaders. 
There are even beginning discus-
sions, pushed by South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in, toward a 
treaty to fi nally bring the Korean 

War (which ended in an armistice 
agreement in 1953) to a formal 
close. Kim has also made unilat-
eral gestures – what diplomats 
call “trust-building measures” – 
toward the U.S. He’s announced 
that North Korea would no lon-
ger insist on the withdrawal of 
U.S. forces from the Korean Pen-
insula as part of any settlement. 
(The U.S. considers the troop 
presence not negotiable). He’s 
announced the end to all nuclear 
and missile testing and pledged 
to close the country’s nuclear test 
site “to guarantee transparency 
in suspending nuclear tests.” He 
pledged that North Korea would 
never “use nuclear weapons 
nor transfer nuclear weapons or 
nuclear technology under any 
circumstances unless there are 
nuclear threat and nuclear provo-
cation against the DPRK.

In a tweet, Trump hailed this 
as “very good news for North 
Korea and the World – big prog-
ress!”

Some suggest that this open-
ing is simply a ruse. The harsh 
economic sanctions enforced on 
North Korea by the United Na-
tions are starting to hurt. China 
has cooperated, reducing its trade 

with North Korea dramatically 
(about 90 percent of North Ko-
rean trade goes through China). 
Kim, they argue, is maneuvering 
in order to reduce the pressure, 
hoping to get food and other aid. 
Economic sanctions may be a 
factor pushing Kim to negotiate.

But we should understand that 
harsh economic sanctions have 
limits. Neither China nor the 
international community will 
enforce starvation on the North 
Korean people simply because of 
the folly of their dictator. Trump 
is right to seize on the possibility 
of negotiation. 

If the Trump-Kim summit 
does take place, the discussions 
will be immensely diffi cult. Kim 
considers himself the head of 
a nuclear power, with a tested 
arsenal, sitting down to nego-
tiate as a peer with the United 
States. North Korea could end 
testing because, he stated, they 
have successfully achieved their 
goals. Trump, on the other hand, 
acts as if Kim has already agreed 
to surrender and unilaterally give 
up his nuclear arsenal in ex-
change for lifting sanctions and 
better relations with the U.S.

The problem here is trust. 

American hawks see the Korean 
nuclear arsenal as an existential 
threat that must be eliminated. 
Deterrence is not suffi cient. Ko-
rean offi cials will have good rea-
son to doubt U.S. promises. Iran 
has adhered to the nuclear weap-
ons deal it made with the U.S. 
and its allies, but now Trump 
says he plans to tear it up.

The danger of a failed summit 
is that Trump’s “war cabinet” 
– the hawks like national secu-
rity adviser John Bolton – would 
use a failure to goad Trump into 
confrontation, even war against 
North Korea.

Lowering expectations public-
ly, while remaining open to new 
possibilities privately, is the best 
course, but one Trump seems 
simply unable to follow.

Surely it is time to give peace 
a chance. The summit this week 
between Kim and Moon will 
set the stage. A later meeting 
between Trump and Kim could 
help lower tensions, even if it 
doesn’t produce a dramatic reso-
lution.

War on the Korean peninsula 
would be catastrophic. Finding 
a way out peacefully is surely 
worth both time and effort.

Trump gives peace a chance with deciding 
to meet with North Korea’s leader

 By Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
Founder and President of 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition
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If there ever was a time that 
black people needed to fully 
understand the power of their 
black dollar, as well as the need 
to emphasize the importance of 
putting their money where their 
true infl uence is, that time is 
now. The upcoming November 
2018 elections are by far one of 
the most important election cy-
cles in the history of the United 
States. More importantly, it is 
one that the black community 
can’t afford to ignore.

African Americans make up 
roughly 13 percent of the over-
all population in the U.S., and 
have a buying power so strong 
that it can’t be overlooked. 
While having a strong and con-
sistent buying power in itself is 
a powerful asset for any group 
to have, turning that asset into 
a long-term money maker and 
wealth generation tool is the 
only thing that will strengthen 
the overall position and status 
of African Americans in this 
country, especially in the area 
of politics.

With this November election 
right around the corner, it is a 
prime opportunity for black 
people to realize their true col-
lective power by joining in 
with one another to create one 
of the most important move-
ments of this era. It is time for 
black people to “Takeover The 
Polls” in every local, county, 
state and federal election in 
this country.

Yes! It is time for black peo-
ple to “Takeover The Polls” 
by any means necessary. This 
can only be accomplished by 
championing a concerted effort 
to register black non-voters 
and by encouraging existing, 
registered black voters to get 
out and vote.

One of the leading voices 
in the black community is ag-
gressively mounting a push 
towards registering new voters 
and increasing voter turnout in 
the black community, begin-
ning with the midterm elec-
tions and establishing a solid 
foundation that goes well be-
yond November.

The National Newspa-
per Publishers Association 
(NNPA), which is a trade 
group that represents over 200 
black-owned media compa-
nies across the U.S., recently 
launched an initiative to reg-
ister fi ve million new, black 
voters before the midterm elec-
tions. This effort is a bold step 
that is sure to make a profound 
impact come November.

Benjamin Chavis Jr., the 
president and CEO of the 
NNPA, is championing this 

bold initiative on behalf of a 
storied organization that is the 
largest and most infl uential 
black-owned media resource in 
America, reaching more than 
20 million readers, combined, 
in print and online, every week.

In addition to working with 
the publications within the 
NNPA, the campaign initia-
tive will focus on an aggres-
sive voter registration drive, 
community-level education on 
important issues, and a mobi-
lization effort, which are all 
designed to reach young, black 
eligible voters, particularly in 
battleground states, like Texas 
and North Carolina.

“This coming November, the 
2018 midterm elections will be 
one of the most important elec-
tions for American Americans 
in our lifetime,” Chavis said. 
“This is about voting rights and 
the enormous suffering and 
bloodshed that our people have 
experienced to make American 
democracy real and fair. Yet, 
this is also about responsibil-
ity.”

Chavis and the NNPA have 
also partnered with organiza-
tions like the NAACP, in order 
to accomplish the goal of reg-
istering these fi ve million new, 
black voters.

“I am proud that the NNPA 
is encouraging and mobiliz-
ing the black community to 
get fi ve million more African 
Americans registered to vote 
across the nation,” Chavis con-
tinued. “We have to takeover 
and overwhelm our political 
adversaries at the voting polls 
in 2018. This is a payback year. 
Now is the time!”

In order for African Ameri-
cans to “Takeover The Polls” 
effectively before November, 
however, there are several 

things that must be done to 
make it work and get the re-
sults needed to make a signifi -
cant impact. 

First and foremost, educa-
tion about the importance of 
voting is critical in order to 
get as many black people reg-
istered to vote as possible, as 
well as help them truly under-
stand what’s at stake.

Secondly, political candi-
dates must ensure that black 
people become more familiar 
with who they are, which can 
only be done by effectively 
advertising in black media out-
lets, like the black newspapers, 
in their respective geographic 
locations.

Lastly, more accountability 
must be placed on the Demo-
cratic Party. The Democratic 
Party must do more, at every 
level, to cultivate and show ap-
preciation for their loyal base 
of black voters, if they want 
to truly see change during the 
midterm elections.

According to the Pew Re-
search Center, 87 percent of 
black voters identify with 
the Democratic Party or lean 
Democratic, compared with 
just seven percent who identify 
as Republican or lean Repub-
lican. 

Black women are a driving 
force behind this high percent-
age of black registered voters, 
and when they turnout, they 
make a huge difference.

Take the recent Alabama 
Senate race for example.

When Alabama Democrat 
Doug Jones faced a challeng-
ing, uphill battle against con-
troversial Republican candi-
date Roy Moore in their special 
Senate election, it was black 
voter turnout that made the 
difference. As a matter of fact, 
“black voters turned out for the 
special election [in Alabama] at 

a higher level than their share 
of the electorate when Obama 
was on the ballot in 2008 and 
2012,” according to CNN.com.

After getting reports that 
96 percent of black voters 
backed Jones and 98 percent 
of black women voters sup-
porting Jones, Democratic Na-
tional Committee (DNC) Chair 
Tom Perez tweeted, “Let me 
be clear: We won in Alabama 
and Virginia because #Black-
Women led us to victory. Black 
women are the backbone of the 
Democratic Party, and we can’t 
take that for granted. Period.”

Strong, but true words from 
the DNC chair, but will those 
words translate into true ap-
preciation for the power of the 
black vote leading up to the 
November midterm elections 
and beyond?

The need for groups like the 
NNPA to work collaboratively 
with the DNC, community 
leaders and others committed 
to creating a political revolu-
tion, is paramount and neces-
sary. The revolution must start 
now. However, it must go be-
yond the midterm elections 
and trickle down to the local, 
county and state races in a ma-
jor way, as well.

This is just one election cy-
cle, and while it may be one 
of the most important election 
cycles in our lifetime, the black 
community must start today by 
aggressively educating, equip-
ping and empowering black 
youth, voting age adults and 
senior citizens, through infor-
mation sharing and voter reg-
istration efforts to ensure their 
voices are heard loud and clear 
at the polls.

It is time for the African 
American community to 
“Takeover The Polls” this No-
vember, and beyond, by join-
ing in with the NNPA to help 
register fi ve million new, black 
voters.

This commentary was origi-
nally published at BlackPres-
sUSA.com.

Jeffrey L. Boney serves 
as associate editor and is 
an award-winning journal-
ist for the Houston Forward 
Times newspaper. Boney has 
been a frequent contributor 
on “The Nancy Grace Show” 
and “Crime & Justice with 
Ashleigh Banfi eld.” 

Boney is a radio personality 
and a dynamic, international 
speaker, experienced entrepre-
neur, business development 
strategist and founder/CEO of 
the Texas Business Alliance.

You may reach Boney at 
jboney1@forwardtimes.com. 
Follow Jeffrey on Twitter @
realtalkjunkies.

Convicted comedian Bill Cos-
by will remain on house arrest 
until he’s sentenced this sum-
mer following his conviction on 
three counts of aggravated inde-
cent sexual assault.

Judge Steven T. O’Neill or-
dered Cosby to get written per-
mission from adult probation 
offi cials, if he wants to leave his 
Philadelphia area home to visit 
his doctor or to meet with law-
yers.

Those are the only movements 
he’s allowed, and they must be 
within a fi ve-county radius of 
Montgomery County. Cosby has 
been fi tted with a tracking de-
vice, so that court offi cials can 
monitor him.

“This was a man who had 
evaded this moment for far too 
long,” Montgomery County 
District Attorney Kevin Steele 

said after the verdict.
Steele said that Cosby had 

“shown his true colors,” when 
the legendary actor called the 
prosecutor an “a--hole” after 
Steele argued that he should im-

mediately be locked up follow-
ing the verdict.

O’Neill ruled that Cosby 
could remain free on the same 
$1 million bail he posted when 
he was arraigned in December 

of 2015.
“We still believe that Mr. Cos-

by is innocent of these charg-
es,” lead defense attorney Tom 
Mesereau said. “The fi ght isn’t 
over.”

About an hour after the ver-
dict and before Cosby left the 
courthouse, several of his de-
fense team members huddled, 
including attorneys Jaya Gupta 
and Rachael Robinson, both 
sobbing.

An emotional Andrew Wy-
att, Cosby’s chief spokesman, 
said the trial was reminiscent 
of Emmett Till, the 14-year-old 
Mississippi African American 
whose lynching after he was 
accused of whistling at a White 
woman, ignited the Civil Rights 
Movement.

“This became a public lynch-
ing,” Wyatt said. “What Gloria 
Allred was able to do, she took 
a salt and pepper shaker. She 

[shook] out a lot of salt and 
sprinkled in a little black pepper 
and the South came east.”

Ebonee Benson, who joined 
Wyatt on morning television 
shows after the verdict, said the 
comparison to Emmett Till is 
real.

“We can take a look at Em-
mett Till,” she said. “Since when 
are all women honest?”

Several television analysts 
questioned the verdict.

Lawyer and famed CNN le-
gal analyst Joey Jackson, who 
before the verdict said the case 
should have been declared a 
mistrial, said after the decision 
that Cosby’s team has “many 
grounds for appeal.” He said he 
was stunned by the verdict as 
well as the swiftness in which 
the jury delivered it.

“Certainly, the prosecution 
put up a vigorous case … but I 
thought the defense did a signifi -

cant job of discrediting Andrea 
Constand giving the jury an in-
dication that there was a number 
of lies she told over a period of 
time,” Jackson said.

Jackson continued: “The fi rst 
trial took them 52 hours and they 
were hung. This time it took 15 
hours and they convict, so here 
we go. I think the most signifi -
cant grounds were the fi ve ac-
cusers. In the fi rst trial, there was 
one and when you have fi ve, they 
just have such prejudicial value 
and I think it just overwhelmed 
the jury. That’s probably the big-
gest point in attempting to get 
Bill Cosby a new trial.”

Jackson called the issue “sig-
nifi cant” and one that might al-
low Cosby, whose facing 30 
years in prison, to remain free 
through the appeal process.

This article was originally 
published on BlackPressUSA.
com.

Tiffany G. Tyler is the presi-
dent and CEO of Communities 
in Schools (CIS) Nevada. CIS 
creates school-based strategies 
for improving the academic out-
comes of students by addressing 
their basic needs. This work cen-
ters on helping school leaders un-
derstand the needs of their school 
populations apart from over-sim-
plifi ed ethnic and income catego-
ries.

As a former high school drop-
out, Tyler used the motivation 
from the birth of her fi rst son (she 
said she didn’t want her son to 
“have a dropout as a mom.”) to 
propel her to the highest levels of 
academia, as an education psy-
chologist.

While studying for her disser-
tation, she happened upon a re-
port detailing circumstances that 
contribute to student dropouts, as 
well as preventative practices that 
retain enrollment. She uses her 
experiences as a former benefi -
ciary of many of the services she 
now provides to inform her role 
as chief advocate.

“Having the benefi t of people, 
over the course of my return to 
school, who not only encouraged 
me to continue my education, but 
helped in many ways, I now have 
the opportunity to pay it forward 
every day,” Tyler said, speaking 
of her daily motivation to make a 
difference.

Tyler said that her primary re-
sponsibility is to shepherd the vi-
sion and mission of the organiza-
tion: to provide children with the 
resources and support they need 
to not only graduate, but to lead a 
successful life.

CIS operates in South Ne-
vada, encompassing 50 schools 
in the Las Vegas metropolitan 
area, Marshall County and Elko 
County. An impressive 66,720 
K-12 students benefi t from the 
integrated services provided by 
CIS, yet the need still outweighs 
access to resources.

Tyler believes in the power of 
the work, but also in the power of 
action. In order to really move the 
needle on reducing dropout rates 
she believes we need everyone at 
the table; not only to discuss the 
challenges faced, but to also de-
velop a course of action for mov-
ing forward.

Tyler is consistently looking 
to partner with stakeholders and 
other like-minded organizations 
to bring more assets to schools. 
She serves as the co-chair of the 

Juvenile Justice Services Citizens 
Advisory Committee in Clark 
County and maintains board 
memberships on a number of or-
ganizations in the community.

The Every Student Succeeds 
Act, memorializes integrated 
support services as a successful 
practice and allows federal use of 
resources to be leveraged to pro-
vide more resources to communi-
ties. For the fi rst time in federal 
education policy, integrated sup-
port services are explicitly noted 
as an allowable intervention for 
funding and noted as a strategy 
that districts and states can em-
ploy or use to turn around under-
performing schools.

ESSA recognizes that family 
and student support play a key 
role in improving academic out-
comes for students.

Tyler encourages educators to 
uphold principles like equity, so-
cial justice and community that 
transcend any one administration. 
Principles such as these are at the 
core of legislation like ESSA. 
Furthermore, parent engagement 
is a crucial part in ensuring stu-
dent success. 

Parents should see themselves 
as partners. Parents should show 
up and share their vision for their 
children; what they see as their 
child’s strengths and how they 
would like to partner in assist-
ing with their challenges. Parents 
should advocate for what they 
perceive are their needs.

Tyler charges parents to get 
informed about the policies that 
directly impact their household 
and remain consistent in their en-
gagement to ensure staff account-
ability.

Learn more about the Every 
Student Succeeds Act at www.
nnpa.org/essa.

Lynette Monroe is the program 
assistant for the NNPA’s Every 
Student Succeeds Act Public 
Awareness Campaign and a mas-
ter’s student at Howard Universi-
ty. Her research areas are public 
policy and national development. 
Follow Lynette on Twitter @_
monroedoctrine.

Black voters must “Takeover The 
Polls” this midterm election season

Bill Cosby found guilty on all charges in sex assault trial, remains free on $1 million bail

N N P A  E S S A 
E D U C A T O R  S P O T L I G H T

 Tiffany G. Tyler 
and CIS help 

students succeed

Tyler

Jeffrey Boney says that the Democratic Party must do more, at every 
level, to cultivate and show appreciation for their loyal base of black 
voters. JEFFREY BONEY

A Norristown jury found comedian Bill Cosby on three counts of ag-
gravated indecent sexual assault. Some legal experts said that Cosby 
might get another trial. POOL PHOTO

By Jeffrey L. Boney
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Lynette Monroe
Program Assistant, 
NNPA ESSA Public Awareness Campaign

COMMENTARY



CLASSIFIED

Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Offi ce 
Space 
for Rent

Cooperative Energy
Is currently identifying vendors for the follow-
ing services during an emergency:
 
• Lodging Facilities
• Catering Services
• Laundry Services
• Debris Services
• Transmission Line Construction
 
Please contact akeene@cooperativeenergy.
com by no later than May 25, 2018 if you wish 
to be considered as a potential vendor.

5/10/2018, 5/17/2018, 5/24/2018
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Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle 
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2014 VOLK TRS -  WVGBV3AXXEW546375
Registered to Matts Pilar
Ally Financial. Lienholder
Date of Sale:  May 4, 2018
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services;  
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd.
Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and 
all bids. Time: 10:00 A.M.

4/19/2018, 4/26/2018, 05/3/2018

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle 
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2011 Chev EQU – Vin #2CNFLFE59B6205346
Registered to Alfredia Dionna Arman
Magnolia Car Max Business Services LLC, Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  May 18, 2018
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd.,
Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and 
all bids. Time: 10:00 A.M.

5/3/2018, 5/10/2018, 5/17/2018

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle 
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2007 Chev M/T – Vin: 2G1WK15K079254370
Registered to Angie and Timothy Crogier
Credit Acceptance Corp., Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  May 18, 2018
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd.
Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and 
all bids. Time: 10:00 A.M.

5/3/2018, 5/10/2018, 5/17/2018

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFP 
RFP 2018-03 Digital — Full Color Production Printing System 

Sealed, written formal rip proposals for the above rfp will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business 
Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. 
(Local Prevailing Time) May 17, 2018, at which time and place they will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right 

to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the accep-
tance of any rip if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date rfps 
are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifi cations may be obtained 
free of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-
8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded 
from JPS website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us.,

5/3/2018, 5/10/2018

LEGAL

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF BOBBIE MCCLAIN, DECEASED 

CAUSE #:17-428  

BY: Veronica Holden 

SUMMONS 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF BOBBIE 
MCCLAIN, DECEASED 

You have been made a Defendant in the suit fi led in this Court by Veronica 
Holden, Plaintiff, seeking the adjudication of heirs of Bobbie McClain. 

You are summoned to appear and defend against the complaint or peti-
tion fi led against you in this action at 9:30 o’clock a.m., on the 19th day 
of June, 2018, in the Chancery Courtroom of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
before Honorable Dewayne Thomas and in case of your failure to appear 
and defend a judgment will be entered against you for the money or other 
things demanded in the complaint or petition. 

You are not required to fi le an answer or other pleading but you may do so 
if you desire. 

Issued under my hand and the seal of said Court, this the 19th day of April, 2018. 

Eddie Carr 
CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY 
Mississippi EDDIE JEAN CARR, CHANCERY CLERK  

4/26/2018, 5/3/2018, 5/10/2018

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed and electronic bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 
1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
06/21/2018, for:

RE: GS# 350-022 Hail Damage (PH II - Woolfolk)
 Offi ce of Capitol Facilities 
 (Department of Finance and Administration)
 RFx Number: 3160002247

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

Professional: Shafer & Associates, PLLC 
Address:     510 University Drive
  Starkville, Mississippi 39759
Phone:  662-323-1628
Email:    s-a@shafer-architecture.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and 
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Calvin R. Sibley, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

5/3/2018, 5/10/2018

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle 
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2013 Chry 2TR  – Vin: 1C3CCBBB8DN570226
Registered to Michael J. Williams
Global Lending Service, Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  May 18, 2018
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., 
Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and 
all bids. Time: 10:00 A.M.

5/3/2018, 5/10/2018, 5/17/2018

LEGAL

Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle 
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2009 Niss MSV 1N4AA51E19C813289
Registered to Hicks Chelsey and/or Cros by Pam
Bridgecrest Acceptance Corp., Lien Holder
Date of Sale:  May 18, 2018
Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd.
Jackson, MS 39213

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any and 
all bids. Time: 10:00 A.M.

5/3/2018, 5/10/2018, 5/17/2018



ESTABLISHED AND RUNNING book
binding and microfilm business. For Sale
in Quitman, MS. Available with or without
building. 601-776-3761

AIRLINES ARE HIRING -  Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-
367-2510.

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 601-939-8088. www.tuckerand-
son.com

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  EASY,
ONE DAY UPDATES! We specialize in
safe bathing.  Grab bars, no slip flooring
and seated showers.  Call for a free in-
home consultation:  1-855-536-2188

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350  procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress
Ad# 6118

SAVE ON MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
INSURANCE! Get a FAST and FREE Rate
Quote from Medicare.com. No Cost! No
Obligation! Compare quotes from major
insurance companies. Operators stand-
ing by. Call 1-844-504-5990 

JACKSON, TERRY AREAS! Have 3, 6,
10 acre tracts available in the country.
Owner Financing! $1500 Down, low
monthly payments! Bob Jordan Land,
601-362-4411.

MEDICAL-GRADE HEARING AIDS for
LESS than $200! FDA-Registered. Crisp,
clear sound, state of-the-art features and
no audiologist needed. Try it RISK FREE
for 45 Days! Call 1-844-236-3062
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-400-8263

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE. Over 150
Channels. ONLY $35/month (for 12
mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 AT&T Visa
Rewards Gift Card (some restrictions
apply) CALL 1- 855-978-3110.
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Call  1-877-628-3143

OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE?  Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help, 866-948-7316

NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION? We
can help with your new personal injury,
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bank-
ruptcy case. 888-641-7560

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-877-224-1236

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

I n s u r a n c e

B u s i n e s s  F o r  S a l e

E m p .  -  T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

F o r  S a l e

H o m e  I m p r o v e m e n t

L a n d  F o r  S a l e

C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Week of April 29, 2018

Advertising
Solutions

That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortifi cation and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

72
04
3-1

Competitive compensation including 
Medical and Retirement

EXPERIENCED SERVICE TECHNICIAN
- GM experience a plus

AUTOMOBILE DETAILER 
- Experience a plus

NOW HIRING

Call Gene at 
601-656-4802
Philadelphia, MS
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Competitive compensation including 
Medical and Retirement

EXPERIENCED SERVICE TECHNICIAN
- GM experience a plus

AUTOMOBILE DETAILER 
- Experience a plus

NOW HIRING

Call Gene at 
601-656-4802
Philadelphia, MS
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Competitive compensation including 
Medical and Retirement

EXPERIENCED SERVICE TECHNICIAN
- GM experience a plus

AUTOMOBILE DETAILER 
- Experience a plus

NOW HIRING

Call Gene at 
601-656-4802
Philadelphia, MS
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3 Times Better

With Newspapers 
In The Mix!

Rufus Olins, chief executive at effectiveness consultancy
firm Benchmarketing for Newsworks said their ROI study
results showed that advertising with newspapers in-
creases overall revenue return on investment by three
Times!

Advertising Dollars + Newspapers = 3X Return on Investment

Call for special discounted advertising rates in newspaper networks
for multiple market advertisers.

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

3 Times Better

With Newspapers 
In The Mix!

Rufus Olins, chief executive at effectiveness consultancy
firm Benchmarketing for Newsworks said their ROI study
results showed that advertising with newspapers in-
creases overall revenue return on investment by three
Times!

Advertising Dollars + Newspapers = 3X Return on Investment

Call for special discounted advertising rates in newspaper networks
for multiple market advertisers.

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

LEGAL

 Advertisement for Bid 

Bid 3074 Produce

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 10, 2018, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and 
to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar 
days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed speci-
fi cations may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.
k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at 
the above address or downloaded from JPS website at www.jackson.
k12.ms.us.

4/26/2018, 05/3/2018



COMMUNITY

This year’s donation of $250,000 was presented to seven Mississippi 
historically black colleges and universities – Alcorn State University, 
Coahoma Community College, Hinds Community College – Utica Cam-
pus, Jackson State University, Mississippi Valley State University, Rust 
College and Tougaloo College. Nissan has donated nearly $2 million to 
HBCUs in Mississippi since 2003.
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Nissan has made a $250,000 
investment in seven Mississip-
pi historically black colleges 
and universities (HBCUs) to 
support science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) programs.

With this contribution, Nis-
san has invested nearly $2 mil-
lion in local HBCUs since its 
Canton facility opened in 2003 
– with more than half directed 
toward STEM-specifi c curricu-
lums. The company recently 
was recognized by US Black 
Engineer & Information Tech-
nology Magazine as a 2018 
Top Supporter of HBCU Engi-
neering Schools.

The donations were present-
ed to Alcorn State University, 
Coahoma Community Col-
lege, Hinds Community Col-
lege – Utica Campus, Jackson 
State University, Mississippi 
Valley State University, Rust 
College and Tougaloo College. 
Resources provided to each 
institution will be used to pro-
mote a range of STEM-related 
programs and departments, in-
cluding applied sciences, en-
gineering, math, and computer 
and information science.

“Our continued commitment 
to HBCUs, specifi cally in the 
areas of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics, 
is vital to fostering the minds 
of the next George Washington 
Carver or Mae Jemison,” said 
Jeffrey Webster, director, Di-
versity and Inclusion, Nissan 
North America, Inc. “These 
institutions have implemented 
proven practices to assist stu-
dents in STEM fi elds, and we 
are proud to help make their 

students’ career dreams a real-
ity.”

A 2016 report from the Na-
tional Science Foundation 
showed that HBCUs make up 
21 of the top 50 institutions for 
educating African-American 
graduates who go on to receive 
their doctorates in science and 
engineering. And while HB-
CUs make up just three percent 
of colleges and universities, 
they produce 27 percent of Af-
rican-American students with 
bachelor’s degrees in STEM 
fi elds.

Ayanna Lynn, a civil engi-
neering master’s student at 
Jackson State University, and 
process engineer at Nissan 
Canton, said, “I am grateful 
and proud to work for a compa-
ny that supports HBCUs. The 
company is fully committed to 
their success.”

About Nissan North Amer-
ica

In North America, Nissan’s 
operations include automotive 
styling, engineering, consumer 
and corporate fi nancing, sales 
and marketing, distribution 
and manufacturing. Nissan is 
dedicated to improving the 
environment under the Nissan 
Green Program and has been 
recognized annually by the 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency as an ENERGY 
STAR® Partner of the Year 
since 2010. More information 
on Nissan in North America 
and the complete line of Nis-
san and INFINITI vehicles can 
be found online at www.nissa-
nusa.com and www.infi nitiusa.
com, or visit the U.S. media 
sites nissannews.com and in-
fi nitinews.com.

Nissan invests 
additional 
$250,000 to 
Mississippi HBCU 
STEM Programs

Mississippi Link Newswire



FILM REVIEW:
“KINGS”
PERIOD PIECE FEATURES HALLE BERRY 
AS MOM FRANTICALLY SEARCHING FOR 
KIDS DURING RODNEY KING RIOTS
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On March 3, 1991, fi ve LAPD 
offi cers were caught on camera 
beating an unarmed black man 
who had led them on a high-
speed chase instead of pulling 
over as directed. That driver, 
Rodney King, suffered a broken 
ankle, a broken cheekbone and 
numerous skull fractures and 
chipped teeth in the assault by 
billy clubs.

A year later, riots broke out 
all over South Central L.A. af-
ter a jury acquitted all the offi -
cers involved in the arrest. By 
the time the dust had settled a 

half-dozen days later, 63 peo-
ple had died and thousands of 
businesses had been looted and 
burned to the ground, resulting 
in over a billion dollars in dam-
ages.

What was it like in the midst 
of the chaos and confl agration? 
That was the challenge accept-
ed by Deniz Gamze Erguven in 
mounting Kings, a surreal saga 
chronicling a foster-mom’s 
frantic search for her missing 
kids at the height of the Rodney 
King riots.

You may remember that the 
talented Turkish writer/direc-
tor made a spectacular debut a 

couple of years ago with Mus-
tang, a female-centric, coming-
of-age adventure which landed 
an Oscar nomination in the 
Best Foreign Film category. So, 
Kings is just Erguven’s second 
feature-length movie, and her 
fi rst in English.

While the ambitious offering 
earns an A for the convincing 
way in which it recreates pan-
demonium, it only gets a C for 
coherency. For, the fi lm unfolds 
less like a traditional narra-
tive than a series of loosely-
connected, impressionistic vi-
gnettes.

It stars Academy Award-win-

ner Halle Berry (for Monster’s 
Ball) as Millie Dunbar, an over-
worked single-mom with eight 
foster kids. When civil unrest 
breaks out, she embarks on a 
quest to round them up with the 
help of her agoraphobic next-
door neighbor, Obie, the last 
white guy living in the ‘hood. 
The hunky shut-in, played by 
Daniel “007” Craig, summons 
up the courage to get out of the 
house for the sake of Millie’s 
missing brood.

The plot thickens when the 
two are mistaken for looters 
by a gruff cop (Kirk Baltz) too 
overwhelmed by the situation to 

listen to any explanations. Mil-
lie and Obie end up handcuffed 
to each other which might not 
be entirely bad, since the close 
quarters affords them an oppor-
tunity to get better acquainted. 
So who knows, the old maid 
might even fi nd a man in the 
midst of the mayhem.

This otherwise grim period 
piece arrives blessed with a ret-
ro soundtrack featuring James 
Brown’s African-American an-
them “Say It Loud, I’m Black 
& I’m Proud,” Bill Withers’ 
haunting, R&B classic “City 
of the Angels” and Nina Sim-
one’s searing rendition of “Ooh 

Child.” Nevertheless, consider 
Kings a harrowing descent into 
depravity that makes The Flori-
da Project look like Leave It to 
Beaver.

Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for violence, sexual-

ity, nudity and pervasive pro-
fanity

Running time: 92 minutes
Production Studios: Bliss 

Media/ CG Cinema / Maven 
Pictures

Distributor: The Orchard 
Company

To see a trailer for Kings, 
visit: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fSjkrVUnLuA

As an adolescent, Sean (Rob-
ert Sheehan) was dragged by his 
mom from Ireland to Portland, 
Oregon so that his step-dad could 
take a construction job that end-
ed up lasting only a few weeks. 
Seven years later, Sean’s now an 
aspiring artist who ekes out a liv-
ing parking cars at a trendy res-
taurant.

Against his better judgment, 
he and a fellow valet, Derek 
(Carlito Olivero), hatch a plan to 
burglarize homes of well-to-do 
customers while they’re dining. 
The scheme seems easy as pie, 
since most people hand over all 
their keys when checking their 

vehicles.
But what the partners in crime 

didn’t bank on was that they might 
break into a house owned by a 
homicidal maniac in the midst of 
a killing spree. That’s precisely 
what transpires the night they de-
cide to rob Cale Erendreich (Da-
vid Tennant), a condescending 
snob whose multimillion-dollar 
mansion is located just minutes 
away from the bistro.

As soon as the fi lthy-rich heir 
enters the establishment, Sean 
drives off in his Maserati, leaving 
Derek behind to serve as lookout. 

While ransacking the place for 
valuables, he’s shocked to fi nd a 
young woman (Kerry Condon) 
bound and gagged in a well-for-

tifi ed, soundproof room. But be-
fore he has a chance to help her, 
he gets an urgent call from Derek 
letting him know that Erendreich 
has fi nished his meal and is impa-
tiently asking for his automobile. 
So, instead of freeing the cap-
tive, Sean simply leaves without 
taking anything. Trouble is, it 
doesn’t take Erendreich long to 
fi gure out who has trespassed on 
his property.

That is the intriguing point of 
departure of Bad Samaritan, a 
riveting thriller reminiscent of 
such suspense classics as Psycho 
(1960) and Silence of the Lambs 
(1991). Directed by Dean Devlin 
(Geostorm), the pulse-pounding 
fi lm features a talented cast which 

has expertly executed a captivat-
ing script guaranteed to keep you 
on the edge of your seat from 
start to fi nish.

An old-fashioned cat-and-
mouse thriller with a frightening 
villain certain to haunt you long 
after you’ve left the theater.

Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for violence, drug use, 

pervasive profanity and brief nu-
dity

Running time: 111 minutes
Production Studios: Electric 

Entertainment
Distributor: Electric Entertain-

ment
To see a trailer for Bad Samar-

itan, visit: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=yyuRdsik_P0

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Al Gore

© Feature Exchange (For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

 By Kam Williams
Columnist

 By Kam Williams
Columnist

Film Review: Bad Samaritan
Burglar discovers psychopath’s lair in riveting suspense thriller



BOOK REVIEW:
“HEADS OF THE COLORED 
PEOPLE: STORIES”
BYNAFISSA THOMPSON-SPIRES
  C.2018, 37INK    
  $23.00 / $32.00 CANADA  •  211 PAGES

So what do you think?
For sure, you’ve got opinions. 

You know what you like and 
what you don’t like. You have 
ideas and choices, attractions and 
things you’d just as soon avoid. 
And sometimes, as in “Heads of 
the Colored People” by Nafi ssa 
Thompson-Spires, you just don’t 
know what to think.

For weeks – ever since he 
found a used paperback by James 
McCune Smith – Kevan Peter-
son had been thinking about a 
project. He was an artist, knew a 
lot of artists, and he wanted to do 

a book based on Smith’s words. 
He thought about it when he 
spent time with his little daugh-
ter and again when he saw an 
online newsfeed, complete with 
“chalk outlines.” But there was 
more to that story…

Lucinda Johnston hoped her 
daughter, Fatima, might make 
friends easier at the private 
school Lucinda paid for. There 
was one other black girl at the 
academy, and Lucinda thought 
friendship might happen natu-
rally, but that girl was a bully 
whose mother denied her awful 
misbehavior.

In “Belles Lettres,” the two 

women square off in writing, 
though money talks loud. In 
“The Body’s Defenses Against 
Itself,” there’s proof that the 
girls’ friendship wouldn’t have 
happen as their mothers had 
hoped. In “Fatima, the Biloquist: 
A Transformation Story,” you’ll 
think you know why.

Jilly, on the other hand, 
couldn’t think of anything but 
herself.

In “Suicide, Watch,” she 
couldn’t decide: posting suicidal 
hints didn’t get enough LIKEs 
on social media, so maybe it was 
time to step up her game. She 
didn’t want to be sick or any-

thing – not like that girl, Fatima, 
she knew in high school – but 
she did want more attention. 
How she was going to get it, 
well, that was a good question.

And Alma? Alma always 
thought she’d be a good mother. 
She was willing to go to great 
lengths to have a child, but in 
“Wash Clean the Bones,” worry 
could get the best of her – and of 
her son.

You may not know what 
to think when you fi rst start 
“Heads of the Colored People.”  
This collection of short sto-
ries initially seems a bit odd, 
as life meets literature in its 

opening story and author Nafi ssa 
Thompson-Spires pays homage 
to Smith’s book from the mid-
1800s. Indeed, her overall work 
here is similarly titled to his but 
the difference between the two is 
like earth and sky.

These stories glitter, every one 
of them.

Granted now, some don’t 
seem to be much more than 
slice-of-life tales that stop for 
no apparent reason but that they 
were done. Fear not: they circle 

around, and you may meet char-
acters again in a layered manner, 
like building a sandwich. They’ll 
make you gasp, and put the book 
down a minute to catch your 
breath.

Even so, these stories aren’t 
for everybody. If you like your 
fi ction tied up neat with a bow, 
take a pass on “Heads of the Col-
ored People.” If you enjoy tales 
that play with your head a little 
bit, though, it’s a book you’ll 
think is perfect.

 By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING 
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX 
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 
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A-TEAAM Awards 2018
Blackburn Laboratory Middle School  •  Jackson, Miss.  April 29

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON



May 2 - 10, 2018

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$799

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

SIRLOIN
TIP  ROAST

PER  LB. 

$299

QUARTER  LOIN

PORK
CHOPS

PER  LB.

$119

PILLSBURY

GRANDS
BISCUITS
10.2  OZ. ....................................

 5/$5
CHUNK / SHREDDED

KRAFT  CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. ..................................   

2/$5
SELECT  BANQUET

CLASSIC
DINNERS
7.4 - 11.88  OZ. ............................. 

4/$5
SELECT  VARIETIES

FROZEN  EGGO
WAFFLES
9.8 - 16.4  OZ. .............................   

2/$5
SELECT  

MINUTE  MAID
PUNCH
59  OZ. .....................................  

4/$5
STUFFED  CRUST / RISING  CRUST

DIGIORNO
PIZZAS
EACH ........................................ 

$599

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK 

HAMBURGER
PATTIES

PER  LB.

$249

2  PACK

PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$199

FAMILY  PACK

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$159

FRESH

TURKEY
NECKS

10  LB.  TRAY

$799

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

TURKEY
NECKS

PER  LB.

89¢

BREAKFAST  CUT

PORK
CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$179

FRESH

GREEN
CABBAGE

3  LBS.  FOR

$100

BAGGED
RUSSET  POTATOES 

8  LB.  BAG

$299
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FRESH  GREEN

CABBAGE
3  LBS.  FOR

$100

SELECT  FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD  MIX
7 - 11  OZ.

2/$4

BONELESS 

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$199

SELECT  BRYAN

HOT  DOGS
OR  BOLOGNA

12  OZ.  PKG.

4/$5




