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Pam Confer has become the fi rst African-
American woman president of the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce Main Street Association. 
She has a proven track record in community and 
economic development, environmental manage-
ment and public relations. A motivational speak-
er, Confer is expected to implement an energized 
platform for moving the City of Canton forward.  

Canton is the county seat of Madison County, 
and is part of the Jackson, MS, Metropolitan Sta-
tistical Area. “Economic development in Madi-
son County is moving towards Canton,” Confer 
said. “Because we are all in this together, I plan 
to help Canton unpack its many gifts so that we 
can be prepared for the countless opportunities 
that lie ahead and become contributors to Mis-
sissippi’s progress.”

At the Chamber’s Annual Dinner January 
25, Confer unveiled the slogan and acronym, “I 
‘SEE’ Canton,” her three-pronged approach to 
success for the organization. Each month, she 
will update the community on the progress made 
in each of these areas:

1. Spurring Economic Development
No one comes to Canton without boasting 

about the Canton Square. It is an historic, attrac-
tive space surrounded by some great places to 
live, shop and fi ll our bellies. Working with the 
mayor, local and area leadership, the Chamber 
will work hard to recruit businesses that comple-
ment those on the Square and throughout the city.  
Canton can become the place where residents and 
visitors, alike, can be incentivized to support an 
array of quality services and amenities. 

2. Encouraging Ownership
The love for this bright city begins with Can-

tonians. With the over 13,000 residents top of 
mind, the Chamber will serve as a conduit for 
conversations amongst partners that create last-
ing collaborations. Over the years, Canton’s 
challenges have proven to make it stronger, more 
creative and determined. We all must have pride 
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Even during Black History Month, U. S. schools 
are not adequately teaching the history of Ameri-
can slavery, educators are not suffi ciently prepared 
to teach it and textbooks do not have enough ma-
terial about it. As a result – students lack a ba-
sic knowledge of the important role that slavery 
played in shaping the United States and the impact 
it continues to have on race relations in America, 
according to a recent study by the SPLC’s Teach-
ing Tolerance project.

The report, Teaching Hard History: American 
Slavery, traces racial tensions and even debates 
about what, exactly, racism is in America to the 
failure of schools to teach the full impact that slav-
ery has had on all Americans. The report examines 
the lack of coverage that U.S. classrooms provide 
about American slavery through a survey of high 
school seniors and U.S. social studies teachers. It 
also offers an in-depth analysis of 15 state stan-
dards and 10 popular U.S. history textbooks, in-
cluding two that specifi cally teach Alabama and 
Texas history.

The investigation – conducted over the course 
of one year by the Teaching Tolerance Project – re-
vealed the need for far better and much more com-
prehensive classroom instruction across the board.

“If we are to move past our racial differences, 
schools must do a better job of teaching Ameri-
can slavery and all the ways it continues to im-
pact American society, including poverty rates, 
mass incarceration and education,” said Maureen 
Costello, a former history teacher who is director 
of Teaching Tolerance. “This report places an ur-
gent call on educators, curriculum writers and pol-
icy makers to confront the harsh realities of slav-
ery and racial injustice. Learning about slavery is 
essential for us to bridge the racial differences that 
continue to divide our nation.”

Only 8 percent of high school seniors surveyed 

could identify slavery as the central cause of the 
Civil War. Most didn’t know an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution formally ended slavery. Fewer 
than half (44 percent) correctly answered that 
slavery was legal in all colonies during the Ameri-
can Revolution.

While nearly all teachers (97 percent) surveyed 
agreed that teaching and learning about slavery are 
essential to understanding American history, there 
was a lack of deep coverage of the subject in the 
classroom, according to the report. More than half 
(58 percent) reported that they were dissatisfi ed 

with their textbooks, and 39 percent reported that 
their state offered little or no support for teaching 
about slavery.

Teaching Hard History: American Slavery relies 
on noted historian Ira Berlin’s 10 essential ele-
ments for teaching American slavery, articulated 
in the foreword to Understanding and Teaching 
American Slavery, as a framework for analysis.

Teaching Tolerance worked with the book’s edi-
tors, Bethany Jay, Ph.D., an associate professor of 
history at Salem State University; and Cynthia 
Lynn Lyerly, Ph.D., an associate professor of his-
tory at Boston College; to convert these elements 
into 10 key concepts of what students should 
know.

Teaching Tolerance also assembled an advisory 
board of distinguished scholars and partnered with 
teachers and institutions of higher education, to 
develop a framework and offer a set of recommen-
dations for teaching about American slavery.

The recommendations include fully integrating 
American slavery into lessons about U.S. history, 
expanding the use of original historical docu-
ments, improving textbooks and strengthening the 
curriculum on topics involving slavery.

“It is of crucial importance for every Ameri-
can to understand the role that slavery played in 
the formation of this country,” said Henry Louis 
Gates Jr., a Harvard University professor and ad-
viser for the report. “And that lesson must begin 
with the teaching of the history of slavery in our 
schools. It is impossible to understand the state of 
race relations in American society today without 
understanding the roots of racial inequality – and 
its long-term effects – which trace back to the ‘pe-
culiar institution.’ I hope that publishers, curricu-
lum writers, legislators and our fellow American 
citizens on school boards who make choices about 
what kids learn embrace the thoughtful framework 

With buzz building for months, 
the Smithsonian’s National Portrait 
Gallery recently unveiled the of-
fi cial portraits of President Barack 
Obama and former First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama in Washington D.C.

New York City-based artist Ke-
hinde Wiley created the portrait of 
President Obama and Baltimore 
artist Amy Sherald was selected to 
paint Michelle Obama. Both Wi-
ley and Sherald are a noteworthy 
change of pace from artists who 
typically are selected to paint presi-
dential portraits that will hang at the 
Smithsonian or in the White House. 
The artists were selected by the 
Obamas and commissioned by the 
Smithsonian after the former fi rst 
couple reviewed dozens of portfo-
lios.

Wiley, 41 and Sherald, 44, are 
both African American; their selec-
tion caused buzz and excitement 
and was a noted departure from the 
more literal and realistic portraiture 
style American leaders are typically 
depicted in.

Wiley’s portraits often feature Af-

rican Americans in heroic poses and 
Sherald uses a bold and dramatic 
style of painting African-American 
subjects with an artistically forward 
perspective. Those unique artistic 
statements are likely to set their por-
traits apart from many others in the 
gallery and at the White House.

Sherald depicted the former First 
Lady sitting confi dently and look-
ing the viewer in the eye wearing a 
large fl owing white dress with black 
and white patterns.

“I see something bigger and more 
symbolic,” Sherald stated as she 
spoke of her work, during the cer-

emony at the National Portrait Gal-
lery.

Former First Lady Michelle 
Obama paused to take in the portrait 
before delivering her remarks to 
the audience assembled in the large 
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Special Report: U. S. schools are failing to 
teach the hard history of American slavery

Obamas’ offi cial portraits unveiled at Smithsonian

This famous 1863 photo of a severely beaten and 
scarred runaway slave named Gordon depicts some 
of the horrors of slavery that are being undermined in 
many classrooms across the nation. Some teachers 
have even called slaves “servants.”
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Jacoby Roby and Rev. Cliff Nelson

The Black Press remembers Lerone Bennett Jr.
Perhaps no other voice – or 

pen – captured the real life of 
Africans and African Ameri-
cans like Lerone Bennett Jr., 
the former editor of EBONY 
and Jet magazines who died 
Wednesday, February 14, at the 
age of 89.

Chicago Sun-Times reported 
that, Bennett suffered from 
vascular dementia.

Among his many hard-hitting 
and compelling works was the 
exposé, “Before the Mayfl ow-
er: A History of Black Amer-
ica,” in which Bennett traces 
black history from its origins 
in western Africa, through the 
transatlantic journey and slav-
ery, the Reconstruction period, 
the Jim Crow era and the Civil 
Rights Movement.

The book was later re-issued 
fi ve times and ultimately in-
cluded life in the 1990s.

Bennett would go on to pen 
at least 10 books, including the 
eye-opening, 2000 book titled 
“Forced into Glory: Abra-
ham Lincoln’s White Dream,” 
which, for some, shattered cen-
turies-old myths about Amer-
ica’s 16th president’s involve-

ment in the freedom of slaves.
A description of the book 

on Amazon.com said: “Begin-
ning with the argument that 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
did not actually free African-
American slaves, this dissent-
ing view of Lincoln’s greatness 
surveys the president’s policies, 
speeches and private utterances 
and concludes that he had little 
real interest in abolition.”

Pointing to Lincoln’s support 
for the fugitive slave laws, his 
friendship with slave-owning 
Senator Henry Clay and con-
versations in which he enter-
tained the idea of deporting 
slaves in order to create an 

all-white nation, the book, con-
cludes that the president was 
a racist at heart – and that the 
tragedies of Reconstruction 
and the Jim Crow era were the 
legacy of his shallow moral vi-
sion.

“Smart man and great au-
thor. His book [about Lincoln] 
changed my life,” said come-
dian Sinbad. “Before the May-
fl ower” educated me about the 
need to research our true his-
tory.”

Others too expressed their 
sadness and profound gratitude 
for Bennett.

“I am personally saddened 
by the death of Lerone Ben-

nett Jr. We have lost another 
great journalist who will be 
sorely missed,” said Dorothy 
R. Leavell, the chairman of 
the NNPA and editor/publisher 
of the Crusader newspapers 
in Chicago, Illinois and Gary, 
Indiana. “We knew him as the 
conscience and voice of EB-
ONY and Jet magazines and 
through the many books he 
published. The world is richer, 
because of his work here on 
earth and we are grateful for 
his many contributions.”

“Bennett counted as an el-
egant scholar and freedom 
fi ghter who used the power of 
his pen to awaken millions of 
people to the true history of 
African people in America and 
throughout the world,” said 
NNPA President and CEO Ben-
jamin F. Chavis Jr. 

“Bennett’s journalistic ge-
nius will be missed, but his 
contributions to documenting 
the struggles and triumphs of 
black men, women and chil-
dren will continue to be cher-
ished by generations far into 
the future,” Chavis said. “The 
NNPA salutes the living legacy 
of Lerone Bennett Jr. with a 
commitment to pick up his pen 

and put it into the hands of to-
day’s freedom fi ghting publish-
ers, editors and journalists.”

Bennett worked for EBONY 
for nearly 50 years, after start-
ing at Jet in 1951 and then mov-
ing to the sister publication in 
1953. By 1958, he was the ex-
ecutive editor.

“Lerone worked side by side 
with my father in establish-
ing EBONY’s voice,” EBONY 
CEO Linda Johnson Rice told 
the Chicago Sun-Times. “He 
was the guiding light for the 
editorial vision of EBONY. Le-
rone was not just essential in 
the formation of EBONY’s his-
toric trajectory, he was a pillar 
in the black community.”

The Griot reported: “In addi-
tion to being remembered as an 
editor for these two magazines, 
Bennett, a graduate of More-
house College, is known for his 
books, many of which cover the 
black experience in America 
and the civil rights movement.”

Bennett’s footprints are ce-
mented at the International 
Civil Rights Walk of Fame in 
Atlanta and he once served on 
President Bill Clinton’s Com-
mittee on the Arts and Human-
ities. The veteran journalist and 

historian also served as an ear-
ly adviser to the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture.

In a tweet, the Rev. Jesse L. 
Jackson Jr., praised Bennett’s 
work.

“A classmate and biographer 
of Dr. King, during the turbu-
lent 60’s, his was a pen that 
mattered. As historian, author 
of ‘Before the Mayfl ower’, 
editor of Ebony magazine, the 
most read voice of the freedom 
struggle, his impact will long 
be felt and remembered,” Jack-
son tweeted.

From its offi cial Twitter ac-
count, the NMAAHC tweeted, 
“It is with great sadness and 
profound sense of loss that we 
share the news of the death of 
Lerone Bennett Jr., a gifted his-
torian and journalist.” 

On Twitter, Bernice A. King 
called Bennett a beloved and 
brilliant man.

“If you haven’t read his 
books, I encourage you to. Even 
if you have, I encourage you to. 
Truly one of a kind historian 
and scholar,” King tweeted. 
“Grateful for what he’s meant 
to my family.”

Bennett

By Stacy M Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor
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in the city, and demonstrate a commitment to-
wards progress – with a strong focus on the 
future of our children and youth. In the com-
ing months, the Canton Chamber will erect 
two signs that welcome residents and visitors 
to the city. The Chamber will also support the 
city’s efforts to maintain a clean, welcoming 
and confident Canton.

3. Exploring Uniqueness
Much of Canton is on the National Register 

of Historic Places. From state-of-the-art health 
care, to the Canton Flea Market, to the Christ-
mas Festival, to the rich Civil Rights history, 
to movies filmed, to the entertainers that have 
filled the air with music, Canton continues to 
host a colorful, multi-faceted culture.

Students in the Canton Public Schools Dis-
trict are being educated and uplifted with this 
in mind. We want them to remain part of the 
fabric of the community – depositing their tal-
ents, raising their families, working and wor-
shipping here and investing in Canton when 
they’re older.

Serving until December of 2018, Confer 
plans to brand Can-
ton as an even more 
special place.

For more infor-
mation, contact 
Pam Confer at 
pam@confercon-
sulting.com.
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developed by the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter.”

The Smithsonian National Museum of Afri-
can American History & Culture (NMAAHC) 
in Washington, D.C., also praised the report 
and the resources being made available to 
teachers through the Teaching Tolerance pro-
gram.

“As the first national museum dedicated to 
telling the African-American story, we strong-
ly support and encourage Teaching Toler-
ance’s efforts to unpack the reality of what our 
education system teaches about slavery and 
what students are learning about slavery,” the 
museum wrote in a statement. “The informa-
tion and the resources that Teaching Tolerance 
has developed will have a significant impact 
on the realm of history education.

“The NMAAHC looks forward to being a 
collaborator in championing the key compo-

nents laid out in the Teaching Tolerance report, 
especially the need for schools, educators, 
students and families to become more savvy 
about talking about race and white supremacy 
as it relates to the founding of the U.S. and the 
legacy of slavery.”

The study follows Teaching Tolerance’s 
widely cited Teaching the Movement reports 
that evaluated state standards for teaching the 
civil rights movement. At the time, researchers 
suspected that states did a poor job of teach-
ing the civil rights movement, in part, because 
they failed to adequately teach about its his-
torical roots in slavery.

Teachers can access resources on teaching 
American slavery at: www.tolerance.org/hard-
history. The resources are offered to educators 
at no cost.

Maureen Costello is Teaching Tolerance di-
rector at the Southern Poverty Law Center.
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courtyard at the gallery. 
“I have so many thoughts and feelings in-

side me now. I am humbled. I am proud…I 
am thankful for all of the people who came 
before me, before this journey,” Michelle 
Obama said. “There aren’t many people in 
my family who have had a portrait done, 
much less a portrait hanging in the National 
Portrait Gallery.”

She then paid tribute to her parents in her 
speech and focused on her mother sitting in 
the front row of the audience. Sitting close by 
was former Vice President Joe Biden.

Artist Kehinde Wiley depicted President 
Obama seated in a dark suit on a background 
of vibrant green leaves and lush flowers.

“We miss you guys,” President Obama said 
to the audience and many in the crowd re-
sponded in kind.

President Obama went on to thank Sherald 

for, “spectacularly capturing the grace and 
beauty and intelligence and charm that hot-
ness of the woman that I love.”

President Obama also talked about the im-
mediate connection that he shared with Wi-
ley, noting that he and Wiley are both of Afri-
can descent and had fathers who were absent 
from their lives.

“It’s fair to say that Kehinde and I bonded,” 
said President Obama. “Kehinde’s art often 
takes ordinary people and elevates them, lifts 
them up and puts them in these fairly elabo-
rate settings and so his initial impulse maybe, 
in the work, was to also elevate me and put 
me in these settings with partridges and scep-
ters and thrones and chifforobes and mount-
ing me on horses.”

Obama continued: “I had to explain that 
I’ve got enough political problems without 
you making me look like Napoleon.”
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Offering:
Radical Solutions Converting Waste to Energy

Dr. Martin Luther King once said: 
“If you can’t fly then run, 

If you can’t run then walk, 
If you can’t walk then crawl, 

but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.”



Candace Chambers’ new 
book, “Write Your Way to a 
Successful Scholarship Es-
say,” is a guidebook for high 
school and college students 
on how to obtain scholarships. 
The book provides tips on how 
to search for scholarships, 
compose a scholarship essay, 
and how to use awarded schol-
arship funds.

Chambers is a 2011 gradu-
ate of Murrah High School. 
She earned her Bachelors of 
Arts degree from Jackson 
State University and Masters 

of Arts degree from the Uni-
versity of Alabama. She is 
an award-winning scholar of 
English and the recipient of 
over $80,000 in scholarships, 
assistantships and grants.

“Write Your Way to a Suc-
cessful Scholarship Essay” is 
available on Amazon.com in 
paperback and Kindle edition 
formats.

Chambers also conducts 
scholarship workshops for 
youth groups, churches or in-
dividuals who need assistance 
in obtaining scholarships.

Jakia Harper of Provine High 
School is the Hardwood Hero of 
the Week for February 5. Harp-
er is a 5-6 senior guard for the 
Lady Rams. She had 26 points, 
7 rebounds, 4 steals and 6 as-
sists in a win over Wingfi eld.

Circle B will donate $120 in 
Harper’s name to the WJMI 
Circle B Brand Foods JPS High 
School Basketball Fund. At the 
end of the season, one nomi-
nated player will be randomly 
selected to receive $1,800 for 
their High School Basketball 
Program.

After scoring big wins at school-level and re-
gional poetry contests, Murrah High junior Olivia 
Bonds has qualifi ed for the state-level competi-
tion. She was the top schoolwide winner, out of 
a fi eld of 15 contestants, at the Poetry Out Loud 
Recitation Contest held December 6 at Murrah. 

Bonds secured Murrah’s place at the state fi -
nals by fi nishing in the top three at the Central 
Regional competition held in February at Jackson 
State University. She recited against the follow-
ing 13 metro area public and private schools and 
homeschool networks:

Christian Home Educators Conference
Crystal Springs High
Education Center School
Germantown High
Hartfi eld Academy
Jackson Preparatory
Madison Central High
Northwest Rankin High
Park Place Christian Academy
Ridgeland High
Rosa Scott School
Sebastopol High
St. Joseph Catholic High
“Rarely ever do fi rst-time participants move on 

to state fi nals,” said Courtney Holmes, Murrah’s 
librarian and Poetry Out Loud lead teacher. “This 
is a huge accomplishment for our winner, Olivia 
Bonds. We are so proud to celebrate her success.”

The state fi nals will be held March 6 when 
Bonds will compete against students from across 

the entire state within the Northern, Southern, 
and Central Regions.
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Circle B Hardwood Hero of 
the Week for February 5

Murrah High advances to 
poetry competition state fi nals

Murrah alumna’s new book teaches 
students how to get scholarships
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Q1. Why were days missed?
Classes were canceled for 

seven days due to inclement 
weather and the 2018 water cri-
sis January 8, 9,10,11,12, 16 and 
17.

Q2. How is the district mak-
ing up the days?

The district will use its two 
inclement weather days, March 
30 and April 2, and the Parent-
Teacher Conference Day that 
was scheduled for February 19 
to make up three of those days. 
Additionally, four days will 
be made up by extending the 
school day by one hour from 
February 12–April 12.

Q3. How did the district 
choose its makeup day plan?

The makeup day plan was 
based on the results of a survey 
in which the district conducted 
and solicited feedback from stu-
dents, parents, and employees.

Q4. Why are there more 
hours than required for the days 
missed in the makeup day plan?

Additional extended days 
were added to give the district 
inclement weather days for the 
remainder of the school year.

Q5. How did the district cal-
culate the hours missed?

The school day for elemen-
tary, middle and high schools is 
being extended by 60 minutes 
a day for 39 days. Elementary 
schools must receive at least 
376 minutes of instruction in 
order to make up one day. The 

day has been extended by one 
hour; therefore, it takes 5.5 days 
to make up one instructional 
day. As a result, it will take 22 
days to make up the instruc-
tional time lost.

Due to A/B block scheduling, 
middle and high schools must 
receive at least 376 minutes of 
instruction. Therefore, it takes 
6.26 days to make up one in-
structional day at the secondary 
level. As a result, it will take 26 
days to make up instructional 
time lost due to the water crisis 
and inclement weather.

Q6. Why didn’t the district 
accept the governor’s emergen-
cy declaration that would have 
forgiven some of the missed 
days?

The district’s policy requires 
JPS to make up all missed days.

Q7. Will regular transporta-
tion be provided for the adjust-
ed times?

Yes, transportation will be 
adjusted for the extended day.

Q8. Will snacks be provided 
for children in the afternoon?

Many of our elementary 
schools have fruit and vegeta-
ble programs that provide af-
ternoon snacks. The district is 
seeking support from commu-
nity partners for other schools.

Q9. Will JPS assist in pro-
viding transportation for those 
afterschool care facilities that 
cannot accommodate the new 
times?

JPS has notifi ed afterschool 

care providers of the extended 
school days and times. After-
school providers are respon-
sible for making their own 
adjustments to transportation 
accommodations.

Q10. What is the early dis-
missal policy during this time?

Students are still required to 
not miss more than 37 percent 
of the instructional day as re-
quired by state law. A student 
must be present for at least 63 
percent of the school day to be 
considered present for the en-
tire school day as mentioned in 
Board Policy JBL.

Q11. Will the makeup day 
plan have an impact on spring 
break?

No, spring break will not 
change.

Q12. Will the makeup day 
plan change the graduation 
schedule?

No, the graduation ceremo-
nies will not be impacted.

Q13. How long will schools 
observe the extended-day 
schedule?

The extending of the school 
day by one hour will last from 
February 12–April 12.

Q14. Why couldn’t the days 
simply be added to the end of 
the year?

This would have caused 
a change to the schedule for 
graduation ceremonies which 
are scheduled well in advance 
due to limited availability of 
venues.

Frequently asked questions 
about the makeup day plan
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Chambers

Jakia Harper and Provine girls basketball head coach Erica Stringfellow

JPS School Board member Robert Luckett (right) pre-
sented Olivia Bonds with a certifi cate of achievement 
after winning the school-level Poetry Out Loud Con-
test at Murrah High.

Murrah student Olivia Bonds (left) with Poetry Out 
Loud Coordinator Courtney Holmes.
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The Ezra Jack Keats Foun-
dation, in partnership with 
the de Grummond Children’s 
Literature Collection at The 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi, has announced the win-
ners of the 32nd annual Ezra 
Jack Keats Book Award. Each 
year a writer and an illustrator 
are recognized early in their 
careers for their outstanding 
work. 

The 2018 award ceremony 
will be held April 12 during 
the Fay B. Kaigler Children’s 
Book Festival at the South-
ern Miss Hattiesburg campus. 
The winning new writer and 
new illustrator will each re-
ceive $3,000, triple the amount 
awarded in previous years. The 
winners also receive a bronze 
medallion.

Deborah Pope, executive 
director of the Ezra Jack Ke-
ats Foundation, said, “It is 
a joy each year to recognize 
and encourage new writers 
and illustrators who create 
beautiful books for the multi-
cultural children of America, 
through the Ezra Jack Keats 
Book Award. The increase in 
the award this year refl ects 
our dedication to increasing 
diversity in children’s litera-
ture. It also serves to bring 
greater attention to artists who, 
like Ezra, seek to inspire all 
children to achieve their full 
potential – which I believe 
will strengthen and enrich our 
country.”

“The celebratory and 
thoughtful books of this year’s 
EJK Book Award winners re-
mind us of the joy and the en-
during impact of Ezra’s work. 
We look forward to their con-
tinued, illustrious careers, writ-
ing and illustrating delightful 
children’s books that make a 
difference,” said Ellen Ruffi n, 
curator of the de Grummond 
Children’s Literature Collec-
tion and the Keats Archive.

Award-winning author T.A. 
Barron, the 2018 de Grum-
mond Lecturer, will present the 
Ezra Jack Keats Book Award. 
Charlotte Jones Voiklis, au-
thor of Becoming Madeleine, 
a book about her grandmother, 
Madeleine L’Engle, will deliv-
er the Keats Lecture.

• The 2018 Ezra Jack Keats 
Book Award winner for New 
Writer is Derrick Barnes, for 
Crown: An Ode to the Fresh 

Cut, illustrated by Gordon C. 
James, and published by Ag-
ate Bolden/Denene Millner 
Books.

Barnes’ high-spirited book 
is a celebration of the self-
esteem and swagger that boys, 
specifi cally African-American 
boys, feel when they leave the 
barber’s chair with a fresh cut. 
That confi dence, observes the 
young narrator, makes you feel 
like “a million dollars – and 
some change!”…ready to take 
on the world, and take a step 
closer to manhood.

Barnes said, “I tried to re-
capture the feelings that I had 
as a boy when I rode the city 
bus to ‘the shop’ by myself. 
When he was done, the bar-
ber gave me a handheld mir-
ror, and I’ll never forget how 
handsome I thought I looked. 
I just felt like a better, smarter 
version of myself. For black 
boys, the barber shop is an af-
fi rming experience that helps 
them develop a deep sense of 
self-worth. It prepares them to 
go out into the world with their 
heads held high. It’s where we 
go to get tended to and treated 
with the utmost respect – like 
royalty.”

Gordon C. James also won 
a New Illustrator Honor for 
Crown: An Ode to the Fresh 
Cut.

• The 2018 Ezra Jack Keats 
Book Award winner for New 
Illustrator is Evan Turk, for 
Muddy: The Story of Blues 
Legend Muddy Waters, written 
by Michael Mahin, and pub-
lished by Atheneum Books for 
Young Readers.

Turk’s expressive illustra-
tions celebrate the acclaimed 
blues musician Muddy Waters, 

a visionary who “was never 
good at doing what he was 
told.” Muddy grew up in rural 
Mississippi as a sharecropper, 
but was determined to play the 
blues. He chased his dream 
to Chicago, where the sound 
of his Delta home became the 
music that set the stage for 
rock n’ roll. He was eventually 
venerated as one of the most 
important artists in American 
music.

Turk said, “Muddy wouldn’t 
let anyone tell him that he 
couldn’t be an artist, and more 
importantly, the kind of artist 
he wanted to be. Paying hom-
age to the cultural roots of his 
music, I depicted Muddy’s ear-
ly life and his life in Chicago 
using two distinct palettes. The 
browns, blues and patterns of 
Mississippi mud; the river 
and the cotton fi elds give way 
to the neon colors and bold 
shapes of the city. The colors 
and patterns of both worlds 
begin to weave together, as 
Muddy created a new sound by 
staying true to his roots.”

The 2018 Ezra Jack Keats 
Book Award honor winners in-
clude: 

New Writer Honors
• Rachael Cole, for City 

Moon (illustrated by Blanca 
Gómez, published by Schwartz 
& Wade) 

• Jessixa Bagley, for Laun-
dry Day (illustrated by Jessixa 
Bagley, published by Roaring 
Brook Press) 

• Elaine Magliaro, for Things 
To Do (illustrated by Catia 
Chien, published by Chronicle 
Books)

New Illustrator Honors
• Gordon C. James, for 

Crown: An Ode to the Fresh 

Cut (written by Derrick Barnes, 
published by Agate Bolden/
Denene Millner Books) 

• Bianca Diaz, for The One 
Day House (written by Ju-
lia Durango, published by 
Charlesbridge) 

• E.B. Goodale, for Windows 
(written by Julia Denos, pub-
lished by Candlewick Press)

New Writer Honor & New 
Illustrator Honor

• Bao Phi (writer) and Thi 
Bui (illustrator), for A Differ-
ent Pond (published by Cap-
stone Young Readers)

The Ezra Jack Keats Book 
Award Criteria

To be eligible for the 2018 
Ezra Jack Keats Book Award, 
the author and/or illustrator 
had no more than three chil-
dren’s picture books published 
prior to the year under consid-
eration.

The selection committee is 
comprised of nationally rec-
ognized early childhood edu-
cation specialists, librarians, 
illustrators and experts in chil-
dren’s literature: K.T. Horning, 
chair; Angela Johnson, Clau-
dette McLinn, Sean Qualls, 
Don Tate, Lettycia Terrones, 
Caroline Ward, Junko Yokota 
and Paul O. Zelinsky.

Ex offi cio members are Deb-
orah Pope, executive director, 
Ezra Jack Keats Foundation; 
and Ellen Ruffi n, curator, de 
Grummond Children’s Litera-
ture Collection.

For a complete list of past 
award winners, visit www.
ezra-jack-keats.org/ezra-jack-
keats-award-winners.

For information about sub-
missions, visit www.degrum-
mond.org/ezra-jack-keats-
book-award-guidelin.
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 Canton Public School District
The Canton Public School District joins districts across the state to thank 
school board members during School Board Member Recognition Week, 
February 11-17, for their leadership and service to local school districts 
and communities.

“This week is a special opportunity to express our gratitude for the hard 
work of our school board members and to thank them for their dedica-
tion to this community and its children,” said Cassandra Williams, CPSD 
superintendent.

More than 750 Mississippians are members of local school boards. The 
board members who serve on CPSD School Board are responsible for 
setting the vision and goals for the district. They work to provide a quality 
education for 3,472 K-12 students and oversee an annual budget of $40 
million. The school board also hires quality educators, sets district goals, 
adopts policies and evaluates progress while keeping the interests of our 
students fi rst. They also serve as the community’s voice in the school 
district and the district’s voice in the community. “As school leaders, board 
members play an important role in engaging our community in supporting 
our public schools,” said Williams.

During School Board Member Recognition Week in Mississippi, the Can-
ton Public School District invites students, staff, community members and 
the general public to take part in honoring board members.

The men and women serving CPSD are: School Board Chairman Johnny 
Brown, Vice-Chairman Reverend Moses Thompson, Secretary Dorothy 
Harris and members Walter Jones and Courtney Rainey. CPSD thanks 
you for your countless hours of dedicated service to improve the lives of 
our children.

Children in Clinton’s pub-
lic schools will celebrate read-
ing and Dr. Seuss during Read 
Across America Week.

During the week of Feb. 26 
– March 2, Clinton Park and 
Northside elementary are hold-
ing theme and dress-up days for 
students and staff.

Clinton Park theme days 
are:

• Monday: Cat in the Hat Day 
– wear a hat

• Tuesday: Fox in Socks Day – 
wear silly socks

• Wednesday: Wacky Wednes-
day – wear clothes backward or 
inside out

• Thursday: One Fish, Two 
Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish Day – 
wear red or blue

• Friday: Dr. Seuss Day – dress 
like your favorite Dr. Seuss char-
acter

On Friday, the school cafeteria 
will serve green eggs and ham 
for breakfast. Children who plan 
to participate need to be at school 

no later than 7:30 a.m. The cost 
of breakfast is $1.90, and fami-
lies may apply at any time for 
free or reduced price meals.

Northside theme days are:
• Monday: Fox in Socks – 

dress in crazy socks
• Tuesday: One Fish, Two 

Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish – wear 
red or blue

• Wednesday: Oh the Places 
You’ll Go – dress like a tacky 
tourist

• Thursday: The Sleep Book – 
wear your favorite pajamas

• Friday: Happy Birthday Dr. 
Seuss – wear a Dr. Seuss or 
birthday hat

Northside’s theme is “Come 
Sail Away With Reading.” A 
Family Fun Night will be held 
from 5:30-7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
23, and parents are encouraged 
to come visit their child’s class-
room.

For more information, con-
tact your child’s teacher or visit 
school home pages on www.clin-
tonpublicschools.com.

CPSD celebrates Dr. 
Seuss during Read 
Across America Week
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Ezra Jacks Keats Book Award 
winners for 2018 announced
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi has one of the 
lowest workforce participation 
rates in the United States, yet 
the 15 community colleges, 
which are ideally positioned to 
offer the programs that impact 
the state’s job growth, continue 
to be chronically underfunded.

Mississippi has more than 
40,000 job openings but the 
majority of those jobs require 
some education and training 
beyond high school, but not a 
bachelor’s degree. Community 
college career and technical 
programs are demand-driven 
education programs tailored in 
each community to meet local 
needs.

The Mississippi Faculty As-
sociation of Community and 
Junior Colleges (MFACJC) 
wants to make sure legislators 
and communities understand 
how benefi cial the community 
college system is to our state, 
said MFACJC President Mary 

Warren, who teaches at Copi-
ah-Lincoln Community Col-
lege.

However, to make good on 
the promises of those ben-
efi ts of a quality of education, 
educational resources need to 
improve. That includes salary 
increases for faculty who have 
not had a state-funded raise 
since 2008, she said.

“I can truly appreciate all 
the work our legislators do to 
make Mississippi a better place 
to live, but I think it’s time we 
fund our educational system in 
order to ensure our state stays a 
quality place in which to live, ” 
Warren said.

The colleges’ faculty mem-
bers are at the heart of the col-
lege system, she said.

“Community colleges re-
plenish the workforce,” she 
said.

In that vein, legislators 
should view community col-
lege students as future workers 

and future earners, she said.
“If we want the future of our 

state planted in more fertile 
economic soil than it has been 
in for a very long time, we will 
have to do a few things differ-
ently than we have in the past,” 
she said.

Community college faculty 
are educating a high percentage 
of the state’s college students:

• More than 60 percent of 
fi rst-time college students are 
enrolled at Mississippi com-
munity colleges, where they 
can enter the job market faster 
and with less student debt.

• 69 percent of 2015-16 
Bachelor’s Degree graduates 
from Mississippi’s public uni-
versities had previously en-
rolled at a community college.

The Mississippi Faculty As-
sociation of Community and 
Junior Colleges, along with 
the 15 college presidents, have 
three funding priorities:

• Fair and equitable funding 

of $62 million, which includes 
$37 million for restoration 
of funding because of budget 
cuts and $25 million for sal-
ary increases. Current average 
estimated faculty salaries are 
$51,213. The increase would 
get salaries closer to the mid-
point between K-12 and uni-
versity salaries, which would 
be 58,380.

• Secondly, the colleges are 
requesting nearly $16 million 
for two workforce and develop-
ment strands, $5.25 million for 
career-technical programs and 
$10.68 million for MIBEST 
Career Pathways. MIBEST is 
aimed at adults without high 
school diplomas who need to 
earn a high school credential 
and receive career training at 
the same time.

• The third priority is a two-
year bond bill for $150 million 
that includes capital improve-
ments over two years and one 
year of technology upgrades.

Community college faculty renew 
plea for funding, salary increases
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Abdoulaye Ba jumped up and 
down with excitement after check-
ing his email in an empty JSU 
computer lab Feb. 1. The junior 
political science major was unable 
to curb his elation or hide the smile 
plastered across his face.

Ba had just fi nished reading a 
message from Princeton Univer-
sity congratulating him on his 
admission to their 2018 Public 
Policy and International Affairs 
Fellowship Junior Summer Insti-
tute hosted by The Woodrow Wil-
son School of Public and Interna-
tional Affairs. The program takes 
place June 13–Aug. 3.

“My mom was the fi rst person I 
called. She was very happy,” said 
Ba. “She said that she prayed about 
it. I told her that Feb. 1 would be 
a good day for me, and she prayed 
for it, and it happened.”

All the expenses associated with 
his courses, textbooks, transporta-
tion, housing, and meals for the 
summer institute will be covered 
by the fellowship. He will receive 
an additional stipend for any mis-
cellaneous costs.

The aspiring public servant 
learned of the fellowship while at 
a public policy leadership confer-
ence at Harvard University hosted 
at the Kennedy School of Govern-
ment. He said that attending the 
Princeton institute adds to his opti-
mism about life.

“The opportunity to be surround-
ed by all of these student leaders at 
Princeton this summer is going to 
be a very motivational and infl uen-
tial moment of my college career,” 
he said. “And Jackson State helped 
to make this possible.”

Always up for a challenge, Ba 
fi nds a way to balance an 18-hour 
course load while interning with 
University Communications, tu-
toring at Blackburn Middle School 
and being an honor student.

“I don’t want to regret anything 
when I graduate. I want to feel like 
I’ve done everything I could’ve 
done in college,” he said.

His good-natured spirit and 
drive are not lost on his adviser 
Rickey Hill, chair of the Depart-
ment of Political Science. Hill 
characterizes the soccer-loving Ba 

as determined, hard-working, fo-
cused and serious.

“I have been impressed with 
him as a student. I have, over my 
career, been able to discern who I 
think are my very best students,” 
said Hill.

Also serving as one of Ba’s pro-
fessors, Hill said that he enjoys 
students, like Ba, who seek him 
out after class to raise questions. 
“That tells me that a student is re-
ally interested,” he said.

When Ba moved to Tampa, Flor-
ida, from Senegal, West Africa, he 
recounts feeling as if his dream of 
attending college was beyond his 
grasp due to the expensive cost of 
tuition. So while in high school, he 
took numerous college-level ad-
vanced placement classes believ-
ing it would be his only chance at 
obtaining a higher education.

Although Ba said he applied 
and was accepted into the Univer-
sity of South Florida, and other 
noted institutions, he knew attend-
ing would place a fi nancial strain 
on his family. He also points out 
that many of his high school peers 

perceived community college as a 
place for individuals who were not 
intellectually capable of attending 
a four-year institution.

However, his thirst for knowl-
edge outweighed any stereotypes 
and negative perceptions. After 
graduation and some research, he 
enrolled at Hillsborough Commu-
nity College as a pre-medicine ma-
jor. The tuition was manageable, 
and they allowed him to make 
monthly payments.

“God knows what he is doing,” 
Ba said.

Initially a pre-med major, he 
changed his major to political sci-
ence after immersing himself in 
student government activities and 
later becoming SGA president. Ba 
would go on to intern with Florida 
U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor.

Fluent in three languages – 
French, English and Wolof – the 
multilinguist eventually trans-
ferred to JSU.

“Here, you meet so many dif-
ferent black people with different 
stories, different backgrounds, dif-
ferent tastes and ideas. So it is def-

initely diverse,” said Ba, who de-
scribes JSU as a cocktail of black 
experiences.

Hill calls Ba “one of the most 
conscientious students” he has en-
countered at Jackson State before 
divulging additional good news. 
Hill explains that Ba was recently 
selected by the University of Mis-
sissippi to participate in the Sally 
McDonnell Barksdale Honors 
College Mississippi Water Insti-
tute. For two weeks, honors col-
lege undergraduate students from 
around the state will examine wa-
ter security in Mississippi.

According to the professor, 
fi nding an undergraduate student 
with Ba’s level of curiosity, for 
any professor, in any fi eld, is sig-
nifi cant and refreshing. Aside from 
cerebral aptitude, Hill describes 
him as an all-around likable guy.

“I expect him to do great things, 
and I have no reservations about 
his future,” said Hill. “If he con-
tinues to be focused and stays on 
track, he should go far and achieve 
whatever he wishes to achieve out 
here.”

JSU sophomore civil engineering student 
DeMerrius Plair grew up in a family that often 
gives generously to those in need, and now he 
will use a $1,000 grant from the NSCS Hon-
or Society to help expand Blackburn Middle 
School’s PACE mentoring program.

PACE, an acronym for Planning to Achieve 
Collegiate Excellence, is a service program 
comprised of Jackson State University stu-
dents enrolled in Honors College. Pamala 
Heard, director of Honors Student Services 
and Activities, said JSU participants volunteer 
three hours a week to mentor students at the 
Jackson Public School location near the uni-
versity campus.

Plair, a native of O’Fallon, Missouri, learned 
that the National Society of Collegiate Schol-
ars (NSCS) funds certain projects through its 
Engaging Race Award, so he applied for a 
$1,000 grant. The reward for his winning sub-
mission, Project Refresh, will expand activities 
for PACE.

“Basically I was thinking about an after-
school program that will allow Blackburn stu-
dents to come in for additional tutoring on any 
projects and academic subjects. The other half 
of the program will involve fun activities with 
games, a DJ and food. Hopefully, this will al-
low them to relieve some stress,” said Plair, 
who exemplifi es the honor society’s key ele-
ments of scholarship, leadership and service.

“My parents and grandmother would always 
give back to others,” said Plair, which is why 
he chose to volunteer each week at Blackburn.

“Many at the JPS school are going through a 
lot, so they need help. You see them at school, 
but you don’t know what happens when they 
return to their homes. … Some do have posi-
tive infl uences. Regardless, you appreciate all 
of them for their heart and hard work. We try to 
make sure students are not being negatively in-
fl uenced by others, and we want to make it cool 
to study. We tell them that studying is your fu-

ture and that knowledge is very powerful.”
In addition, Plair wants Blackburn students 

to know that they can succeed. He does that 
by setting examples through his own academic 
achievements.

This summer, Plair is expected to travel to 
Singapore as part of NSCS’ Absolute Intern-
ship Program. He will work with Vantage 
Commerce Pte. Ltd., a transnational network 
of trade proxies and think tanks for infrastruc-
ture project management. The company also 
engages in construction fl eet optimization and 
civil engineering that include consultation and 
fi nancing services in selected territories in 
Southeast Asia and the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States.

So, why did Plair choose Singapore?
“The country is very advanced with a thriv-

ing economy, and they speak English,” he 
said. Also, Plair is impressed by a recent CNN 
Money report that says one in 30 Singaporeans 
will be a millionaire by 2020.

“I’m especially excited also because it’s 
another part of the world. My family is very 
supportive,” said Plair, who plans to earn his 
doctorate and become an engineer who owns 
different businesses.

“Ideally, I want to develop a networking pro-
gram to match people with particular interests 
and disciplines, whether it’s in science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), 
writing, etc. I want to help young people build 
their brand so they can become entrepreneurs 
or intrapreneurs,” Plair said.

“I have a limitless mindset, and I want to 
keep excelling and expanding.”

Jackson State alumni, friends and campus com-
munity are invited to support their alma mater and 
urban institution during JSU Day at the Capitol 
by thanking elected offi cials for their service to 
the university and soliciting continued fi nancial 
support of projects that will enhance the institu-
tion.

JSU Day at the Capitol is scheduled for Friday, 
Feb. 23, from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.

“This is an opportunity for us to engage deci-
sion-makers in a meaningful way beyond the oc-
casional letter or email. It is critical for all alumni 
to become constant, vocal stakeholders in the is-
sues that matter to Jackson State University,” said 
Yolanda Owens, president of Jackson State Uni-
versity National Alumni Association.

JSUNAA chair for Political Action Committee/
Mississippi Regional Vice President Floyd Wil-
liams says a big turnout at this event by JSU sup-
porters is vital. “We need our alumni to show up 
in big numbers so the 174 legislators on the hill 
will recognize our presence and advocate for our 
university’s advancement.”

As it pertains to JSU and its 2017-18 legisla-
tive agenda, President William B. Bynum Jr. is 
seeking appropriations for three projects/priori-
ties that will signifi cantly improve Mississippi’s 
public urban university.

The three priorities/projects that seek funding 
are the School of Public Health, Stewart Hall ren-
ovations and School of Education addition:

1. School of Public Health: Requesting $2 mil-
lion to become part of the annual Institution of 
Higher Learning appropriation from the legisla-
ture so that JSU can have stable funding. Funding 
will help continue a partnership with University 
of Mississippi Medical Center and other Missis-
sippi healthcare entities so JSU can combat seri-
ous public health issues that the state currently 
faces.

2. Stewart Hall: Requesting $7 million this year 
for total renovation of the residence hall, add-
ing 140 additional spaces for males on campus. 
Urgent funding is needed because research has 
consistently shown that students who reside on 
campus are far more likely to graduate than those 
who live off campus.

3. School of Education Addition: To be of 
more assistance to Jackson Public Schools and 
the state, the addition to the area will allow JSU 
to modernize, expand and provide its 2,500 stu-
dents with a state-of-the-art facility. The facility 
will enhance education and training and allow for 
greater Praxis passing rates.

Representatives from JSU’s College of Educa-
tion and Human Development, School of Pub-
lic Health, College of Science, Engineering and 
Technology and the Department of Alumni and 
Constituency Relations will be on-site to exhibit 
highlights and share accolades from their areas. 
Students from JSU’s vocal jazz and jazz combo 
will provide 30 minutes of music during break-
fast, which will be served by Sodexo.
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Abdoulaye Ba, a junior, political science major, was selected to receive the Princeton University Public Policy and 
International Affairs Fellowship. The program will take place June 13 – Aug.3. PHOTO BY KENTRICE RUSH/JSU

Dream chaser: Honor student 
receives Princeton Fellowship

JSU alumni invite 
faculty, staff, friends, 
other stakeholders 
to support JSU Day 
at the Capitol

Engineering student’s honor society grant will 
help expand Blackburn’s mentoring program

By Rachel James-Terry
jsumsnews.com

By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com

By L.aToya Hentz-Moore
jsumsnews.com

Plair PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU
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How you can celebrate Black History Month?
Every year, the Association for 

the Study of African American 
Life and History selects a theme 
for Black History Month. This 
year, the theme, African Ameri-
cans in Times of War, is meant to 
commemorate the end of World 
War I, the war that supposedly 
made the world “safe for democ-
racy.” It is a war that African 
Americans fought for the right to 
fi ght in, a war that saw African 
Americans go abroad to fi ght for 
democracy, only to come home 
and be oppressed by segrega-
tion.  Undoubtedly, there will be 
many programs designed to lift 
up this theme, which ASALH 
sees as an opportunity to refl ect 
on the African-American role in 
all wars, including the contem-
porary “war on terrorism.”

What will you do to celebrate 
Black History Month? Many will 
participate in programs at their 

schools or churches. Some will 
gather for lunches and dinners 
and refl ect on African-American 
history. However, I wonder how 
many will simply let the month 
of February slide without doing 
anything to commemorate this 
month. Carter G. Woodson, the 
founder of ASALH and Black 
History Month (originally Negro 
History Week), would be spin-
ning in his grave, if he knew how 
few of us celebrate this month.

Eugene Williams Sr. (a re-
tired educator in the D.C. area) 

reached out to professional bas-
ketball teams to ask them to sing 
Lift Every Voice and Sing, the 
Negro National Anthem penned 
by James Weldon Johnson, at 
games in the month of February.  
He has commitments from the 
Washington Wizards, the Cleve-
land Cavaliers, the Golden State 
Warriors and George Washing-
ton University. Other teams, in-
cluding the LA Lakers and the 
Atlanta Hawks, are considering 
the effort as well. Williams isn’t 
representing an organization 
– he just had a great idea, and 
started calling NBA team offi ces 
with his request.

What will you do to celebrate 
Black History Month? Will you 
mount an effort like Williams?  
His independent effort will have 
an impact and ensure that NBA 
games commemorate Black His-
tory. What can you do? Here are 
a few ideas:

Join ASALH. (www.asalh.

org). Memberships range from 
$45 for students to $100 (or more 
for life memberships). What bet-
ter way to celebrate Black His-
tory Month than by supporting 
the organization founded by the 
man who made our celebration 
possible?

Register to vote. The struggle 
for the right to vote is an integral 
part of our Black History. Rev. 
Jesse Jackson once said, “The 
hands that picked peaches can 
now pick president.” There are 
lots of important races in 2018, 
and you honor Fannie Lou Ham-
er, Medgar Evers, Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., Rosa Parks and so 
many others with your vote.

Help someone make Black 
History. In Georgia, state legis-
lator Stacey Abrams, is running 
for governor. She can win, too, if 
she can get the voter turnout and 
fi nancial support that she needs.  
If you live in Georgia, you can 
help this woman become the fi rst 

African American to be governor 
of a southern state. You can learn 
more about her and get involved 
in her campaign by checking her 
out at www.staceyabrams.com.

Make learning Black His-
tory a family game. An organi-
zation called Urban Intellectuals 
has developed two volumes of 
fl ashcards that explore aspects 
of Black History. You can check 
them out on Facebook, www.
facebook.com/urban intellectu-
als, order their cards and learn 
more of our history.

Give a child a gift of a Black 
History book. One of my favor-
ites, Preaching to the Chickens:  
The Story of Young John Lewis, 
by Jabari Asim, celebrates a con-
temporary hero, Congressman 
John Lewis. Another, Minty: 
The Story of a Young Harriet 
Tubman by Alan Schroeder, tells 
the story of the Maryland icon 
who helped dozens of enslaved 
people escape through the Un-

derground Railroad (legend says 
it is hundreds, but at Harriet Tub-
man Museum (operated by the 
National Park Service in Church 
Creek, Maryland) researchers 
say some of the estimates are too 
high. The Youngest Marcher: 
The Story of Audrey Faye Hen-
dricks, a Young Civil Rights Ac-
tivist by Cynthia Levinson will 
motivate young people to activ-
ism. Sit In: How Four Friends 
Stood Up By Sitting Down by 
Andrea Davis Pinkney and Bri-
an Pinkney will also motivate 
young people to take on activist 
roles.

There are so many other things 
you might do to celebrate Black 
History Month. Encourage your 
friends, regardless of race, to 
learn more about the amazing 
story of African-American sur-
vival and resilience despite the 
racism that defi nes this country.  
May your Black History Month 
be exciting and enlightening.

Chicago’s speeding skat-
ing world champion Shani 
Davis, one of America’s most 
decorated athletes to compete 
in the Winter Olympics, lost 
the honor to carry the fl ag for 
Team USA during the opening 
ceremonies on a coin toss.

On the coin toss, the honor 
passed to Erin Hamlin, a four-
time Olympic luger, who won 
a bronze medal at the Winter 

Olympics in 2014.
Davis, the fi rst African 

American to win an individ-
ual gold medal at the Winter 
Olympics, skipped the opening 
ceremonies, The Washington 
Post reported. 

“One representative from 
each of the eight U.S. winter 
sports federations voted, and 
because Hamlin and Davis 
each received four votes, the 
decision was left to a coin toss, 
in a process established be-

forehand by the U.S. Olympic 
Committee,” according to The 
Washington Post.

The move has raised ques-
tions about the standards and 
criteria that Team USA uses in 
giving the highest honor to an 
Olympic athlete.

Davis shared his displeasure 
on social media.

“I am an American and 
when I won the 1000m in 2010 
I became the fi rst American 
to 2-peat in that event,” Davis 

tweeted. “@TeamUSA dishon-
orably tossed a coin to decide 
its 2018 fl ag bearer. No prob-
lem. I can wait until 2022. 
#Black His tor yMont h 2018 
#PyeongChang2018”

Hamlin carried the Ameri-
can fl ag into Pyeongchang 
Olympic Stadium in South Ko-
rea leading the 244-member 
American team into the $60 
million stadium to kick off the 
two-week Winter Games.

With two gold medals, two 
silvers and a groundbreaking 
career, the honor should have 
gone to Davis, critics of the 
coin toss have said, a celebrated 
speed skater with a 16-year ca-
reer that also includes 10 world 
championships and four world 
records in speed skating. He is 
one of the most senior mem-
bers on the team who broke ra-
cial barriers in a sport that has 
traditionally been dominated 
by athletes from more affl uent 
ethnic groups.

A native of Chicago, Davis 
dispelled stereotypes and beat 
odds to achieve his Olympic 
dreams. His unprecedented 
success has paved the way 
for a new generation of Afri-
can-American athletes who 
are competing in this year’s 
Winter Games. Davis is now 
competing in his fi fth Winter 
Olympics. But at 35, this will 
likely be Davis’ last chance to 
be honored by carrying the fl ag 
for Team USA.

Hamlin is a four-time Olym-
pic luger and the fi rst Ameri-
can female luger to win a med-
al at any Olympics. She won 
a bronze medal at the Winter 

Games in Sochi in 2014 and 
became “the fi rst U.S. athlete 
to win an Olympic singles luge 
medal in the sport’s 50-year 
Olympic history,” according to 
Team USA.

While her historic victory at 
the Sochi games was unprece-
dented, some would argue that 
Hamlin’s accomplishments 
are not as impressive as the 
gold and silver medals Davis 
amassed in an illustrious ca-
reer that spans nearly two de-
cades.

Questions remain as to why 
Team USA executives did not 
break the tie by evaluating 
Hamlin’s and Davis’ Olympic 
credentials and overall record. 
Davis’ selection as a fl ag bear-
er would have refl ected Team 
USA’s crop of athletes, which 
the organization says is the 
country’s most diverse group 

ever. Since 1924, there has nev-
er been an African-American 
fl ag bearer in Winter Games. 

Very few people of color 
have had opportunities to train 
and excel in winter sports in 
inner city neighborhoods.

Christy Cahill, the direc-
tor of communications for the 
United States Olympic Com-
mittee (USOC) said in an email 
that, “We don’t publicly share 
the details of the election, just 
the process and the result.”

Cahill confi rmed that a coin 
toss is held in the event of a tie 
in this process. She also said, 
“Medals generally don’t factor 
into this decision.

The Chicago Crusader is a 
member publication of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers 
Association. Learn more about 
becoming a member at www.
nnpa.org.

By Julianne Malveaux
TriceEdneyWire.com

By Erick Johnson
Chicago Crusader/NNPA Member

Retirement Media Release

Dr. Maurice James wishes to thank all his 
patients for their dedication, patronage, and 
loyalty over his past several decades of 
practice.  His offi ce located at St Dominic 
Medical Towers is now closed. The care of 
his patients has been transferred to Dr. Terrel 
Williams. Maurice James MD, Ophthalmology, 
P.A. Patient records may be obtained from the 
offi ce of Dr. Terrel Williams.  Please contact 
his offi ce at (601) 981-1550.  Or, patients may 
obtain their records by completing a ‘medical 
release’ form to Dr. Williams located at 3000 Old 
Canton Road, Suite 305, Jackson, MS 39216.

Shani Davis skips Winter Olympics opening after coin fl ip loss

Shani Davis, one of America’s most decorated athletes to compete in the 
Winter Olympics, lost the opportunity to carry the fl ag for Team USA in a 
coin toss. In this photo, Davis skates during the 2016 World Single Distance 
Speed Skating Championships in Kolomna, Russia. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Amelia Ashley-Ward, chair of the NNPA 
Foundation, says that the Black Press tells 
the stories that don’t get told anywhere 
else. AMELIA ASHLEY-WARD/SUN-REPORTER



Mississippi State Hospital re-
cently honored employees with 
February anniversaries for their 
years of service to the hospital.

Service awards are given to 
MSH employees in the month of 
their date of hire, beginning with 

one year and followed by every 
fi fth anniversary year. Employ-
ees receive a certifi cate of appre-
ciation and a service award pin.

The program is sponsored by 
Friends of Mississippi State Hos-
pital, Inc.

MSH, a program of the Mis-

sissippi Department of Mental 
Health, was founded in 1855 and 
helps the individuals it serves 
achieve mental wellness by en-
couraging hope, promoting safe-
ty, and supporting recovery. The 
hospital is accredited by the Joint 
Commission.

The Mississippi State Confer-
ence NAACP, One Voice and 
The Sentencing Project, recently 
released a new report entitled 
Felony Disenfranchisement in 
Mississippi that highlights Mis-
sissippi’s felony disenfranchise-
ment policy that bars more than 
218,000 Mississippians from vot-
ing. The report cites data showing 
that nearly one in ten Mississippi 
adults are disenfranchised – a rate 
more than three times the national 
rate – and illustrates how current 
policy disproportionately harms 
black Mississippians.

The report also offers historical 
context for the racial discrimina-
tion inherent in felony disfran-
chisement laws and illustrates the 
present-day impact of such laws 
on the black community in Mis-
sissippi.

“After the Civil War, Mis-
sissippi and other states passed 
felony disenfranchisement laws, 
alongside voter qualifi cations that 
are now illegal like literacy tests, 
poll taxes and lengthy residency 
requirements. The intent then and 
now is clear – to exclude black 
and other people from participat-
ing in the political process,” said 
Charles Hampton Sr., president 
of the MS NAACP. “The felony 
disenfranchisement laws adopted 
in Mississippi continue to have a 
disproportionate impact on black 
Mississippians’ ability to exercise 

their fundamental right to vote.”
Mississippi has one the coun-

try’s worst incarceration rates, 
imprisoning a signifi cant percent-
age of its citizens in comparison 
to other states. Black Mississippi-
ans are disproportionately repre-
sented at every level of the state’s 
criminal justice system, effective-
ly stripping them of their right to 
vote and decreasing the potential 
political infl uence in communi-
ties of color.

More than 90 percent of disen-
franchised Mississippians are liv-
ing in communities either under 
probation or parole supervision, 
or have completed their criminal 
sentence. All of these individuals 
will be barred from voting in this 
year’s election – a backwards by-
product of the state’s mass incar-
ceration policies.

“Mississippi’s restrictive suf-
frage laws do not go far enough 
in providing a meaningful op-
portunity for enfranchisement,” 
said Corey Wiggins, executive 
director of the MS NAACP. “To 
deny people the fundamental 
right to vote is at odds with ample 
evidence showing the expansion 
of voting rights not only leads to 
safer communities but has wide-
spread public support.”

In addition to providing con-
crete data to support the case for 
policy reform, the report high-
lights common sense policy re-
form measures that have worked 

in other states, such as automatic 
rights restoration and enhanced 
data collection.

Several states have enacted re-
cent reforms to expand the elec-
torate. Maryland extended voting 
rights to persons on probation and 
parole, and in Virginia, Governor 
Terry McAuliffe has restored vot-
ing rights to 174,000 individuals 
who have completed their felony 
sentences. In addition, the state of 
Alabama has moved to ease the 
rights restoration process for cer-
tain individuals who have com-
pleted their sentences.

“Mississippi should build on its 
work in criminal justice reform 
by addressing the signifi cant col-
lateral consequences of mass in-
carceration.” said Nicole D. Por-
ter, director of advocacy of The 
Sentencing Project. “Felony dis-
enfranchisement is a heavy and 
unfair burden for Mississippi’s 
African-American population 
to bear and impacts not just the 
people in prison but community 
residents long after their sentence 
is completed.”

To download the report, visit 
the MS NAACP website at www.
naacpms.org.

For more information on the 
MS NAACP’s work around crimi-
nal justice reform or other issues 
impacting communities of color 
in Mississippi, contact the state 
conference offi ce at info@ms-
naacp.org.

The Mississippi Gem and 
Mineral Society’s 59th Annual 
Show is scheduled for Feb. 
24-25 at the Trade Mart on the 
Mississippi State Fairgrounds 
in Jackson.

Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 24, and 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25. Ad-
mission is $6 for adults and $3 
for students. Scouts and Scout 
leaders in uniform get $2 ad-
mission. Children 5 and young-
er get in free.

MGMS President and Show 
Chair Carol Ishee said, “We 
have something for all ages and 
a variety of interests. It’s fam-
ily oriented. It’s fun and educa-
tional.”

The show features museum 
displays, hands-on craft and 
learning activities for children 
and a shopping bonanza of fos-
sils, gems, minerals, geodes, 
beads, cabs, slabs, specimens, 
carvings, books and lapidary 
tools. Fine jewelry and custom 
made pieces are available. A 
wide range of beads and jew-
elry elements will be on sale. 

About two dozen vendors 
from around the country are ex-
pected to sell at the show. They 
range from the Petrifi ed Forest 
from Flora to the Geode Gal-
lery of Davenport, Iowa.

The Artifact Shack from Syl-
varena, Mississippi, near Bay 
Springs, will return for the sec-
ond year at the show.

Owner Jeff McCraw has 
spent a lifetime collecting Na-
tive American artifacts and 
fossils. The collection outgrew 
his house and became a small 
museum.

Flint knapping enthusi-
asts will show how primitive 
peoples created arrowheads 
and other stone tools. Jewelry 
artists will demonstrate tech-
niques in beading, wire wrap-
ping, gem faceting, cabochon 
making and other stone work 
throughout the show.

It’s a family-friendly show 
with plenty of interesting ac-
tivities for kids. Gem tree mak-
ing allows children to use their 
creativity. The “touch and see” 
table is a large collection of 
Mississippi rocks and miner-
als as well as specimens from 
around the country for every-
one to examine.

People with an interest in ar-
chaeology, geology and paleon-
tology will have an opportunity 
to talk with professionals and 
students in those disciplines.

Educational displays will 
include fossils from the collec-
tion of the Mississippi Museum 
of Natural Science, artifacts 
collected by members of the 
Mississippi Archaeology As-
sociation and Native American 
tools from MGMS members’ 
collections. Special exhibits 
are provided by the Mississippi 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ), Mississippi 
State University, the University 
of Mississippi and the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi. 

For more information, call 
MGMS President and Show 
Chair Carol Ishee at 601-497-
2938 or e-mail izzie1259@aol.
com.

The Mississippi Gem and 
Mineral Society, founded in 
1957, promotes knowledge and 
enjoyment of activities related 
to the earth sciences. MGMS 
members include amateurs and 
professionals with a wide range 
of earth science and artistic in-
terests. 

To learn more about the gem 
and mineral show, or about 
MGMS membership, visit the 
web site at www.missgems.org.

STATE
10 •  THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comFEBRUARY 22 - 28, 2018

Employees honored for 
service at Mississippi 
State Hospital

Felony Disenfranchisement in 
Mississippi Report released

Mississippi Gem and 
Mineral Society annual 
show is Feb. 24-25

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Rev. Clency delivers prayer at Senate

The Reverend Leroy Clency (left), Interim Pastor of Shady Grove Baptist Church in Jackson, delivered 
an opening prayer to the Senate February 15, at the invitation of Senator Hillman C. Frazier (right), who 

led the Pledge of Allegiance before Lt. Governor Tate Reeves (center) called lawmakers to order.

Front row (left to right): Allison Carmichael (Magee), 1 year; Mary Ashley Angelo (Madison), 5 years; Amber 
Dishmon (Brandon), 1 year; Kewan Ewing (Ridgeland), 10 years; Karen Troth (Florence), 1 year; Elaine Wilson 
(Florence), 20 years. Second row (l-r): Andriena Fleming (Ridgeland), 10 years; Sophia Jefferson (Jackson), 5 
years; Christian Yeager (Pearl), 1 year. Third row (l-r): Pamela Henderson (Florence), 15 years; Clevie Bryant 
(Jackson), 1 year; Sharonna Taylor (Clinton), 1 year; Melita Breeden (New Hebron), 15 years. Back row (l-r): 
William Parker (Brandon), 10 years; Swayze Cheatham (Bentonia), 5 years; Steven Warner (Jackson), 1 year; 
Michael Washington (Jackson), 1 year; Cedric Luckett (Brandon), 10 years.
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SUNDAY
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10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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“Show them 
who you are!” 
were words shout-
ed by Ramonda 
(Angela Bassett) 
to T’Challa (Chad-
wick Boseman) 

early in the blockbuster movie 
Black Panther. By themselves, 
these words appear to be strong 
words of encouragement that any 
mother would say to her child if 
she saw that he or she were in a 
diffi cult situation.

In the case of T’Challa, he 
hears these words as he struggles 
in a physical fi ght meant to decide 
whether he will become the next 
king of Wakanda. However, these 
words could also be interpreted 
as a foreshadowing of one of the 
overall positive affi rming mes-
sages of the movie.

There were many other memo-
rable moments in the movie (too 
many to name here) but hearing 
those words to me hinted at one of 
the most important themes of the 
movie: T’Challa’s journey of self-
discovery. This fi ght that he was 
having with M’Baku wasn’t just a 
fi ght with a seemingly more phys-
ically capable opponent; it seemed 
like the fi ght could also symbolize 
T’Challa’s internal confl ict with 
his purpose or destiny as King. 
This makes his mother’s words all 
the more powerful because she re-
minds him that he already knows 
who he is.

Despite  moments of weakness 
and doubt, T’Challa knows ex-
actly who he is. Perhaps unknow-
ingly, this scene embodies the 
truth of Psalms 139: 13-14 “For 
you created my inmost being; you 
knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know 

that full well.” His mother’s shout-
ed words are the reminder of the 
truth of those words for T’Challa.

Later in the movie, T’Challa’s 
sister Shuri also reminds him of 
his strength when she explains 
to him one of the features of his 
Black Panther bodysuit. In this 
important scene, she describes 
how the suit is designed to use 
the energy from the blows it may 
receive to actually make it more 
powerful against future attacks.     
When I heard this description, all 
I could think was how that futur-
istic technology was an amazing 
example of the spiritual principle 
of being made stronger by adver-
sity.

Psalm 18:32 tells us that “It is 
God who arms me with strength 
and keeps my way secure.” He-
brews 11:34 also refers to weak-
ness being turned to strength.    
Both of these scriptures are full 
of truths that the Black Panther’s 
bodysuit illustrates: if you are 
able to withstand the punches of 
discouragement, doubt and pow-
erlessness, eventually you can 
choose to be strengthened by even 
the most traumatic life experi-
ences. It could be that the strength 
comes from the wisdom of the 
specifi c lesson that is learned as 
a result of the experience. Or, it 
could be that the strength comes 
from knowing that you were able 
to survive the experience. In ei-
ther case, future strength comes 
from surviving past negative ex-
periences. I think out of all of the 
lessons that this amazing movie 
offers, this is the best one of all. 
Wakanda Forever!

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas, 
Texas based author of “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose After a Relationship 
Ends.” Email her at preserved-
bypurpose@gmail.com or follow 
her on Twitter @shewanda.

Wakanda 
Forever

A good sales-
man, if he truly 
wants to sell 
the truth, has 
to have passion. 
The word pas-
sion means, “a 

strong, earnest feeling or de-
sire.” We must have a strong 
desire, a love for people and 
a love to see souls saved. To 
be a good salesman, we need 
to have a strong passion for 
what we sell.

A Christian will care about 
this great salvation that God 
has entrusted to him, not just 
so he can be saved, but so he 
can pass it on to others.

To sell the truth we must 
have a strong passion for it 
and a longing for more of it. 
For me, I want more of God 
and more of the Spirit of God 
in my life. We need to desire 
to see other lives changed. 

A Christian wants to see 

the world saved. Have we 
ever thought what it would be 
like to live in a world where 
everybody was saved? That 
would be like Heaven. To see 
souls saved from the bond-
age of sin ought to give us a 
greater passion for the work 
of the Lord. The only way we 
are going to see souls won to 
the Kingdom of God is to get 
out into the neighborhoods, 
communities, malls, families 
and spread the Gospel. 

We need to dig deep into 
the Word of God, study it and 
live it as we learn it. Do we 
look for doors of opportuni-
ties to talk with people about 
God? When we see a door of 
utterance open, do we move 
right through it or do we 
hesitate? We must have the 
determination to speak when 
God says to speak. If God im-
presses us to say something, 
He has a reason for telling us 
to say it; that person needs to 
hear it. Maybe God is dealing 

with their heart and that one 
little thing that we say could 
bring them to salvation. My 
friends, when God tells us to 
say something to someone; 
we should say it. We need 
to be determined, no matter 
whether it is a little old lady 
or a big, burly man. We need 
to be determined and talk to 
that person no matter who it 
is. We must not allow fear to 
get hold of us.

We can overcome fear 
through the help of God. Do 
we look for doors of oppor-
tunity? De we have the deter-
mination to sell this Gospel? 
If we truly love this truth, we 
will have the determination 
to tell people about it. When 
we fi rst got saved, we were 
excited and wanted to tell ev-
eryone about it. The sad part 
is, lots of times that excite-
ment dwindles. We lose the 
enthusiasm that we had when 
we fi rst got saved. We need 
to be reminded of what God 

has done for us. He saved our 
soul! If it was not for God, we 
would probably be in hell or 
in jail. Only the grace of God 
could save us and help us 
through diffi cult situations. 
Why should we not want 
to tell others all about what 
Christ has done for us? 

We are determined to sell 
the truth. We read these 
words in Proverbs 11:30, 
“The fruit of the righteous is 
a tree of life; and he that win-
neth souls is wise.” A wise 
person is a model of a mean-
ingful life. Leading people to 
God is important because it 
keeps us in touch with God 
while offering others eternal 
life. Next week – Part II, Pas-
sion for the Work of God.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

Passion for the 
work of God

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

 By Shewanda Riley
Columnist



Marion Barry Jr. 
was the longest-serv-
ing mayor of Wash-
ington, D.C. The 
people and the pun-
dits of D.C. gave him 
the moniker “Mayor 

for Life” because, after holding the 
Mayor’s offi ce from 1979 through 
1992, he left politics because of his 
personal challenges. Then he made 
an amazing comeback, to regain the 
mayoralty in 1995. Then, after anoth-
er break from politics, he was elected 
to the Ward 8 City Council, serving 
from 2005 until his death in 2014. 
Barry served on the D.C. City Coun-
cil for a total of 16 years, including 
his early years on the council from 
1974-1978.

Maya Angelou best described  
Barry’s road with a comment that is 
carved into his tombstone. “Marion 
changed America with his unmiti-
gated gall to stand up in the ashes of 
where he had fallen and came back 
to win.” That is an extremely elegant 
way of saying, “We fall down but we 
get up.”

Barry will rise again, metaphori-
cally speaking. An eight-foot bronze 
statue of the “Mayor for Life” will be 
dedicated Saturday, March 3, in the 
courtyard outside the John A. Wilson 
Building in Washington, D.C. He will 
be standing, as he always has, for the 
“least and the left out,” words he of-
ten used when describing at least part 

of his motivation for participating in 
polities.

While Barry is responsible for 
transforming Washington, D.C. from 
a sleepy, Southern, semi-segregated 
town to a place some now describe 
as the “#1 City in the World to live, 
work and visit.” Not only did he 
provide signifi cant incentives to en-
trepreneurs to invest in and develop 
areas of the district that had been ig-
nored, but he also insisted that devel-
opers share contracting opportunities 
with those minority entrepreneurs 
who had been sidelined from par-
ticipating in government contracting. 
In his fi rst term as mayor he created 
the Minority Business Opportunity 
Commission (MBOC), and devel-
oped a law that required 25 percent 
certifi ed minority participation in 
District government contracts.

Through the MBOC and other ef-
forts to include black entrepreneurs, 
contractors and suppliers in the busi-
ness (including the bond business) 
of Washington, D.C., Barry both 
expanded the black middle class and 
created dozens of black millionaires. 
Indeed, billionaire Bob Johnson got 
his start when Barry not only granted 
him the contract for wiring District 
Cable, but also selling him the land 
for the BET building for just one dol-
lar!

Barry inspired other mayors in his 
passion for minority economic devel-
opment, including Detroit’s Mayor 
Coleman Young, Chicago’s Mayor 
Harold Washington, and the mayors 

of Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Cleve-
land, Atlanta and San Francisco. At-
lanta’s Mayor Maynard Jackson will 
be remembered for his admonition to 
majority businesses – “subcontract or 
no contract”. Barry was equally fi rm 
that minority entrepreneurs should 
be given a “leg up” in the contracting 
process.

An entire generation of young 
Washingtonians benefi tted from 
Mayor Barry’s Summer Youth Lead-
ership Institute. Barry said that any 
young person who wanted a summer 
job in the District could have one, and 
more than 100,000 were hired from 
every part of the city, from every 
socioeconomic background. Prince 
George’s County Executive, Rushern 
Baker, got his fi rst job from Barry’s 
program, which now continues as the 
Mayor Marion S. Barry Jr. Summer 
Youth Employment Program.

One column is not enough to dis-
uss the background and many con-
tributions of Barry, but one cannot 
consider his life without mentioning 
his civil rights leadership as the fi rst 
chairman of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), 
his work in rural Mississippi to regis-
ter black people to vote, and his lead-
ership in the Free D.C. movement. 
And, it is important to mention a lit-
tle-known fact about Barry – he com-
pleted the coursework for a doctorate 
in chemistry at the University of Ten-
nessee, dropping out to move to D.C. 
to lead the SNCC offi ce. Barry was a 
civil rights leader, and champion for 

seniors, women, the GBLTQ com-
munity and others.

Washington, D.C. has built a 
bronze commemorative statue of 
Mayor for Life Marion Barry, but it 
is really a statue for all of us, espe-
cially since African Americans are so 
underrepresented in the nation’s stat-
uary. It is a tribute to an amazing man 
whose life of service transformed a 
city and uplifted a people. In his au-
tobiography, Barry says, “Most peo-
ple don’t know me. They don’t know 
about all of the fi ghting I’ve done to 
manage a government that was pro-
gressive and more oriented to uplift 
the people rather than suppress them. 
That’s what I want my legacy to be. 
I was a freedom fi ghter and a fi ghter 
for the economic livelihood of not 
only black people but all people.”

When I was privileged to attend a 
preview showing of the Barry statue, 
I was amazed at how like Marion 
it was. His hand is raised, waving 
at people. You can almost see him 
swagger. All I could say was, “that’s 
him,” meaning not just the person, 
but also everything he stood for – 
struggles, challenges and opportuni-
ties. Young folks and old, regardless 
of race, can look at the Barry statue 
and be inspired.

Julianne Malveaux is an author 
and economist. Her latest book “Are 
We Better Off? Race, Obama and 
Public Policy” is available via www.
amazon.com for booking, wholesale 
inquiries or for more info visit www.
juliannemalveaux.com

“The fi lm serves as a breath 
of fresh intellectual air, espe-
cially amid today’s sociopo-
litical climate. It is the power 
of representation in its best 
form. It is empowerment on a 
higher level. It is inspiration 

to a different degree. It is black excellence 
exemplifi ed that will leave audiences yearn-
ing to inhabit Wakanda forever.” Film critic 
Tonja Renee Stidhum

As long as there have been movies, there 
have been movie heroes. From Douglas 
Fairbanks’ swashbuckling heroes like Zorro 
and Robin Hood in the 1920s, to Luke Sky-
walker in the 1970s to Harry Potter in the 
2000s, the movies have always provided in-
spiration and role models for young people 
and a source for fantasy and imagination. 
Most of these fi gures, as one might expect, 
have been white and male.

That is why the blockbuster superhero 
fi lm Black Panther, which opened this week, 
is such a signifi cant milestone.

Few fi lms have been more joyously an-
ticipated, with advance ticket sales breaking 
records. The character, created for Marvel 
Comics by Stan Lee in 1966, already had 
generations of fans. Its A-list cast and crew 
include a number of Academy Award and 
Golden Globe winners and nominees. Set-
ting aside its cultural impact, Black Panther 
has been hailed as one of the best-acted, 
best-directed, best-created superhero mov-
ies of all time. 

But let us not set aside its cultural impact. 
Representation of women and people of col-
or in fi lm also has been an issue as long as 
there have been fi lms. Actor and playwright 
Dylan Marron a few years ago introduced 
a web series entitled “Every Single Word,” 
which highlights the shockingly small 
amount of dialogue spoken by actors of 
color in mainstream fi lms. The entire Harry 
Potter series – more than 1,200 minutes of 
fi lm – includes precisely fi ve minutes and 
40 seconds of what Marron calls “POC talk 
time.” In 2015 and 2016, we took the Acad-
emy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to 
task for the woeful lack of diversity among 
Oscar nominees.

Too often, even when women and people of 
color do have signifi cant roles in fi lm, nega-
tive stereotypes are reinforced. The Bechdel 
Test, named for cartoonist Allison Bechdel 
who popularized it, determines whether a 
work of fi ction features at least two women 
characters who speak to each other about 
something other than a man. Only half of all 
fi lms pass this test. Screenwriter and novel-
ist Nikesh Shukla proposed the Shukla Test, 
which determines “two ethnic minorities 
talk to each other for more than fi ve minutes 
about something other than race,” and New 
York Times critic Manola Dargis devised a 
variation, the DuVernay test – named for Af-
rican-American fi lm director Ava DuVernay 
– asks whether “African Americans and oth-
er minorities have fully realized lives rather 
than serve as scenery in white stories.”

Black Panther doesn’t just pass these tests, 
it shatters the very precepts on which they 
rest. The signifi cance of a powerful, intel-
ligent, wealthy and resourceful black hero 
cannot be overstated. The women of Wakan-
da, Black Panther’s fi ctional African king-
dom, are the true force behind the throne, 
and are as complex, varied and layered as 
white male characters usually are given the 
freedom to be.

When the fi rst black actress to win an 
Academy Award, Hattie McDaniel, faced 
criticism in the 1940s for accepting roles 
that reinforced negative stereotypes, she re-
torted, “Why should I complain about mak-
ing $700 a week playing a maid? If I didn’t, 
I’d be making $7 a week being one.” Thank-
fully, the world of Wakanda is light-years 
from the plantations where McDaniels’ 
“Mammy” character bowed and scraped to 
Scarlett O’Hara. I’m thankful that our chil-
dren have the opportunity to see themselves 
on screen as kings and queens, warriors, 
scientists, artists and most importantly, the 
heroes of their own stories.

The United States 
is failing in what 
surely is the fi rst 
duty of government 
– protecting our chil-
dren from threats 
that they cannot deal 

with themselves. Voters and politi-
cians are failing our children.

After 17 students and teachers 
were killed and a dozen wounded 
on Valentine’s Day by an unbal-
anced 19-year-old fi ring an AR-15 
rifl e at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla., the 
students vowed no more as they 
buried their friends.

Young organizers are reaching 
out to students across the country 
to enlist them in a national drive to 
force action on sensible gun laws. 
As a fi rst step, they’ve called for a 
national demonstration in Washing-
ton March 24 called March for Our 
Lives. More demonstrations across 
the country will come.

“We want this to stop. We need 
this to stop. We are protecting guns 
more than people,” said Emma 
Gonzalez, 18, one of fi ve core orga-
nizers, as reported in The New York 
Times. “We are not trying to take 
people’s guns away; we are trying 
to make sure we have gun safety.”

Gonzalez, a student at the Florida 
school, invited politicians from any 
party to join, but she warned: “We 
don’t want anybody who is funded 
by the NRA. We want people who 
are going to be on the right side of 
history.”

In a stunning opinion piece in 
The New York Times, Christine 
Yared, 15, a freshman at the school 
who huddled in a closet when the 
shooting broke out, wrote that her 

parents settled in Parkland because 
the school had a “stellar reputation 
and because we thought that it was 
a safe place to live.”

She called on people to “work 
together beyond political parties 
to make sure this never happens 
again.”

She argued sensibly: “If a per-
son is not old enough to rent a car 
or buy a beer, then he should not be 
able to legally purchase a weapon 
of mass destruction. This could 
have been prevented. If the killer 
had been properly treated for his 
mental illness, maybe this would 
not have happened. If there were 
proper background checks, then 
those who should not have guns 
would not have them.”

A recent study using data from the 
World Health Organization and the 
global Human Mortality Database, 
found that America is now “the most 
dangerous of wealthy nations for a 
child to be born into.” Higher infant 
mortality – high particularly among 
the poor in states that refused to ex-
pand Medicaid – accounts for some 
of that. Gun violence accounts for 

much of it. The U.S. suffers 21,000 
“excess deaths” – deaths above the 
average – for children under 19 ev-
ery year.

As one writer noted, think of that 
as three Sandy Hook or three Stone-
man Douglas shootings a day, every 
day of every year. We have failed 
our children.

President Donald Trump respond-
ed to the latest school shooting with 
“prayers and condolences,” never 
mentioning the word gun. After he 
was elected, he went to the National 
Rifl e Association convention. The 
NRA had spent millions in support 
of his election. “You came through 
for me,” he pledged, “I will come 
through for you.” There is no more 
brazen statement of the corruption 
of our politics.

Since 1968, America has lost 
more lives to gun violence than we 
have in all the wars of our nation’s 
history from the Revolutionary War 
forward. Our leaders are failing in 
their duty to protect our children.

The NRA and the gun lobby re-
ward politicians who block sensible 
reforms, and punish those who pro-

mote them. A majority of Ameri-
cans support sensible gun laws. Yet 
no progress is made. Politicians fear 
that they will risk their seats if they 
oppose the gun lobby. They choose 
their own political career over the 
duty to protect our children.

After each mass shooting, there 
is outrage and tears, but no action. 
Perhaps the young organizers from 
Parkland can break through. They 
can reach millions of their peers 
through social media. Their passion 
is clear. It is not partisan, not liberal 
or conservative, but moral.

At 18, they can register and vote 
in large numbers. Even now, they 
can organize marches and demon-
strations, do research that exposes 
who is on the take and who is in the 
pocket of the gun lobby, run regis-
tration and voter education drives.

Our leaders have failed our chil-
dren. Our parties won’t do the hard 
work needed. The news media will 
soon turn to new outrages and new 
stories.

Our children are at risk. Now 
they are calling all of us to account. 
Maybe they have the grit and the 
moral clarity to break through the 
icy indifference of those who claim 
to lead us.

Christine Yared wrote: “We need 
to expose the truth about gun vio-
lence and the corruption around 
guns. Please. If you have any heart, 
or care about anyone or anything, 
you need to be an advocate for 
change. Don’t let any more children 
suffer like we have. Don’t continue 
this cycle. This may not seem rel-
evant to you. But next time it could 
be your family, your friends, your 
neighbors. Next time, it could be 
you.”

She and her classmates have wit-
nessed the unbearable. Let us heed 
their call.
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Black Panther 
is the superhero 
– and heroines – 
we deserve

Those who do nothing on 
gun control fail our children

A statue for Marion Barry, 
and for us too

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

 By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO
National Urban League

 By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

 By Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
Founder and President of 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition



“I can. I will. I 
must succeed.”

These words 
were chanted by 
the voices of aspir-
ing doctors, writers, 
artists and soldiers 

that will soon become the stars of 
tomorrow.

Thursday, Feb. 15, New Hope 
Baptist Church hosted the seventh 
annual “Back in the Day” Black 
History celebration organized by 
its Black History Planning com-
mittee.

While this year’s theme focused 
on honoring living legends, Youth 
Heritage Night was an opportunity 
for children to not only connect 
with their heritage but also receive 
advice from those who have expe-
rienced young adulthood.

Along the gymnasium side wall, 
decorated tri-fold boards crafted 
by students presented information 
of African-American influenc-
ers and barrier-breakers such as 
Oprah Winfrey, Benjamin Davis, 
Thurgood Marshall and Misty Co-
peland.

Program facilitators, members 
of the audience and performers 
were dressed in African attire to 
proudly represent black culture.

The all-superior Murrah High 
School Choir opened the program 
with two selections. As their last 
note signified an end, the audi-
ence instantly cheered and gave a 
standing ovation.

“The Murrah choir was abso-
lutely stunning, it was one of the 
best choirs I have ever heard sing,” 
said Terrance Myles Jr., a program 
participant and sophomore at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal School.

Another spectacular perfor-
mance group who exhibited youth-
ful talent in the Jackson area was 
the EyeSunshine Praise Dance 
Ministry, directed and founded 
by Shawuanna Williams. They 
danced to contemporary gospel 
music and the audience cheerfully 
clapped to the rhythm of the beat. 
Some tapped their feet while oth-
ers swayed from side to side.

These acts marked the tone of 
the entire night.

The guest speaker of the service 
was James B. Ewers Jr., a native 
of South Carolina and a retired 
professional who worked 40 years 
at several institutions for higher 
learning. He now shares his life 
stories to empower women and 
specifically young men to obtain a 
college degree and be the best in 
their chosen career field.

Ewers’ compelling message for 
the youth and his comical inter-
actions created an engaging pro-
gram for attendees. Children were 
chuckling, adults were hooting, 
and everyone was filled with joy.

Though the celebration was cre-
ated to inspire adolescents, it was 
also a chance for elders to reflect 
on how far African Americans 
have progressed. 

John Wicks Sr., an attendee of 
the program, stated he was re-
minded of his past while observ-
ing the educational and enjoyable 
event.

“It reminded me of the things 
I lived, experienced and learned 
about. You tend to forget after a 
period of time, and it was refresh-
ing to watch.”

New Hope’s grand finale event 
of “Back in the Day” will be held 
Thursday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. with 
special guest artist Tommie “To-
nea” Stewart.

After a four-decades-long career at the U.S. De-
partment of State’s Foreign Service including be-
ing appointed as U.S. Ambassador to Senegal in 
2000, Harriet Lee Elam-Thomas is now looking 
back on her remarkable career and life. In time for 
Black History Month, her new memoir, Diversi-
fying Diplomacy: My Journey from Roxbury to 
Dakar (Potomac Books, 2017), presents readers 
with insight into her work in diplomacy around the 
world along with firsthand accounts of a life spent 
breaking barriers as a black woman growing up in 
segregated America.

Through examination of her life, career and 
family tree, Elam-Thomas offers readers a unique 
glimpse of Black History during the days of Re-
construction, Jim Crow, segregation and beyond 
– and offers strategies for success in breaking 
through in any field. What this “hidden figure” in 
diplomacy has to say may be just what America 
needs during this divisive political era when old 
stereotypes are resurfacing, and blacks and wom-
en again find they need to prove themselves.

With Diversifying Diplomacy, Elam-Thomas 
has crafted a book that provides readers with a 
personal view of a bygone epoch of American his-
tory. Raised in a working-class family in Roxbury, 
Boston’s black enclave, in the middle of the 20th 
century, she was encouraged from an early age to 
excel in all areas of life.

With an older brother who ran a law practice 
with famed African-American U.S. Senator Ed-
ward Brooke and a grandfather who served as the 
first black speaker of the house in South Carolina, 
Elam-Thomas did not lack for examples of great-
ness. As she traversed the globe and rose through 
the ranks of the Foreign Service, she never lost 
sight of those who had inspired and encouraged 
her during her early years and remained steadfast 
in the knowledge that in each nation she visited she 
was not only a representative of the United States 
of America, but also of her Roxbury community, 
of black America and of women. As she worked to 
create peace, she also challenged the stereotypes 
that many carried about African Americans and 
women.

Having defied the odds and reached career 
heights closed to many women and people of color 
at one time – with her appointment as U.S. Am-
bassador to Senegal from 2000 through 2002 serv-
ing as a true testament to the respect she earned in 
the diplomatic field – Elam-Thomas continues to 

work to bring the United States closer to its full 
potential as a nation offering opportunity to all. 

Currently the director of the University of Cen-
tral Florida Diplomacy Program, Elam-Thomas 
works to create the next generation of diverse dip-
lomatic leaders. Her efforts are directed at helping 
inspire people of color and women to break down 
new barriers in any field of choice.

“As you move through your career and life, 
you will feel the scrutiny and may face naysay-
ers and those working to minimize/stifle your ad-
vancement because of your gender and race,” said 
Elam-Thomas. “Remember that you are prepared. 
Exude confidence and integrity, tempered with ci-
vility, and you will succeed.”

Diversifying Diplomacy: My Journey from 
Roxbury to Dakar, by Harriet Lee Elam-Thomas 
with Jim Robison, is available for purchase at 
most major retailers. She has spoken around the 
world in venues and organizations such as Sim-
mons College, Boston University, Spelman Col-
lege, the University of Athens in Greece, The Zora 
Neal Hurston Festival, the Orlando Bar Associa-
tion and the League of Women Voters.

To schedule her for speaking engagements and 
book signings, contact Madeline McCray-Matz at 
madeline@madelinemccray.com.
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Trailblazing U.S. 
ambassador reflects 
on her life and career

Youth uplifted at New 
Hope Baptist Church 
Heritage Night

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Terrance Myles Jr. leads the audience in prayer at Youth Heritage Night.

Murrah High School choir performing at at New Hope Baptist Church.

EyeShine Praise Dance Ministry delivering their special performance

Pastor Jerry Young and Flonzie Brown-Wright pose with Shawuanna 
Williams, the director of EyeShine Dance Ministry and founder of Eye-
Shine Creative Arts Company.

Murrah High School Choir director, Pierrdro Gallion, pictured accepting  
certificate presented by Pastor Jerry Young and Flonzie-Brown Wright.

Facilitators Clint and Fredniki White (left) are presented with their cer-
tificate for hosting Youth Heritage Night by Pastor Jerry Young and 
Flonzie Brown-Wright.

Flonzie Brown-Wright and Pastor Jerry Young thanks Jackson Public 
School Superintendent Freddrick Murray for his message and atten-
dance at the event 

Officer at the meet and greet 
reception

Guest speaker, 
James B. Ewers 
Jr., receives 
honorary award 
from Pastor 
Jerry Young of 
New Hope for 
his contributions 
to the event.

By Hope Reeves
Student Writer
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Notice of Sale
Abandoned Vehicle

Notice of Sale is hereby given in accordance with the Mississippi Statutes 
governing the sale of abandoned motor vehicles that the following vehicle 
will be sold for repair and storage charges and for cost of this sale.

2012 Niss ALT 1N4AL2AP8CN495595

Registered to Chaffi n Alisha Leshunda    
Santander Consumer USA, Lien Holder

Date of Sale:  March 9, 2018

Place of Sale: Archie Towing Services;  
6700 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS

Sellers reserve the right to bid on the above property and to reject any 
and all bids.  

Time: 10:00 A.M.

2/8/2018, 2/15/2018, 2/22/2018

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3065 Roof Replacement for Casey Elementary School
Bid 3066 Roof Replacement for Isable Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Busi-
ness Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until     
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) March 23, 2018, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference 
concerning the project for Casey Elementary School will be held at 2101 
Lake Circle, Jackson, MS 39211, on March 1, 2018 at 9:00 A.M.  A Pre-Bid 
Conference concerning the project for Isable Elementary School will be 
held at 1716 Isable Street, Jackson, MS 39204, on March 1, 2018 at 10:30 
A.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly 
suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if 
approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.
durrelldesigngroupplans.com. A $100.00 nonrefundable deposit shall be 
required on each set of bid documents and must be purchased through 
the website. All plan holders are required to have a valid email address 
for registration. Questions regarding website registration and online or-
ders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, 
MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please 
contact Durrell Design Group, PLLC, 500-G East Woodrow Wilson Ave., 
Jackson, MS 39216, Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email:  
contact@durrelldesigngroup.com

2/15/2018, 2/22/2018

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

ADVERTISEMENT FOR REQUEST FOR BIDS
EAST METRO LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE PHASE 2 BY THE 
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY JMAA PROJECT NUM-

BER 6000-002-18 FEBRUARY 14, 2018

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at 
the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal 
Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 
2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on March 23, 2018 (the “Bid Deadline”), 
for services in connection with the East Metro Lawn and Landscaping Ser-
vice, JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 6000-002-18, at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport (the “Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:35 p.m. Central Standard 
Time on March 23, 2018 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, 
Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building, Suite 300 at JAN. JMAA invites Bid-
ders and their authorized representatives to attend the Bid Opening.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be 
marked with the wording: “EAST METRO LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SER-
VICE PHASE 2 1, JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 6000-002-18.” Bid proposals, 
amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA 
after the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest most responsive and responsible 
bidder as determined by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the 
Information for Bidders. The Information for Bidders contains, among other 
things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an 
Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder. Any Ad-
denda issued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifi cations; clarifying 
and/or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering 
questions in relation to the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and specifi -
cations, shall become part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifi ca-
tions related to the Work are considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on fi le and open for public inspection at JAN at 
the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
100 International Drive, Suite 300
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 939-5631
Email Address: dherndon@jmaa.com 

Attention: Deuntagus Herndon.
Procurement Specialist

Bid Documents may be picked up, shipped, or emailed to the person making 
the request.

The contact for all questions and submittal of Bids and required forms is Mr. 
Deuntagus Herndon, Procurement Specialist. Mr. Herndon can be contacted 
at dherndon@jmaa.com or 601-360- 8622.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on 
February 28, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at 
the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-
Bid Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in submitting 
bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work and persons seeking opportunities 
to provide work as a Sub-Contractor. The benefi ts of attendance include net-
working opportunities between Prime Contractors and Sub-Contractors, as 
well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to in-
terested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference; review of 
the plans and specifi cations; and a site visit of the area covered in the scope 
of work. No site visits will be scheduled other than the one provided during 
the Pre-Bid conference.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work 
by Addendum issued before the Bid and to hold and examine bids for up to 
ninety (90) days before awarding the Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to pro-
vide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda 
by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/rfqrfb-center/). JMAA will also 
endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record with 
JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 15% for the Work solicited 
by this RFB. 

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: February 14, 2018  
/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Offi cer

2/15/2018, 2/22/2018
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
DOROTHY TAYLOR, DECEASED 
STACY DAWSON AND DONNA McLAURIN, PETITIONERS
CAUSE NO. P2018-43 T/1

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

Letters of Testamentary on the Estate of DOROTHY TAYLOR, Deceased, 
having been granted to us on the 7th day of February, 2018, by the Chan-
cery Court of Hinds County, Mississippi, to Stacy Dawson and Donna 
McLaurin as Co-Executrix(s) of the Estate of DOROTHY TAYLOR, de-
ceased, Notice is hereby given that all persons having claim(s) against 
said Estate to present such claim(s) to the Clerk of said Court for probate 
and registration according to law within ninety (90) days of the First Publi-
cation of this Notice, or they will be Forever barred.

This the 13th day of February, 2018. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stacy Dawson and 
Donna McLaurin, Co-Executrix(s) 
of the Estate of DOROTHY TAYLOR, deceased 

Chester Ray Jones-MSB #3191 
Counsel and Attorney-At-Law 
Post Offi ce Box 5141, Jackson, MS 39296 
(601) 953-6491 
chetjones4545@yahoo.com

2/15/2018 2/22/2018 3/1/2018

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

ADVERTISEMENT FOR REQUEST FOR BIDS
EAST METRO LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE PHASE 1 BY THE 

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY JMAA PROJECT NO. 
6000-001-18 February 14, 2018

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at 
the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal 
Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 
2:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on March 23, 2018 (the “Bid Deadline”), for 
services in connection with the East Metro Lawn and Landscaping Service, 
Project No. 6000-001-18, at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Air-
port (the “Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. Central Standard 
Time on March 23, 2018 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, 
Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building, Suite 300 at JAN. JMAA invites Bid-
ders and their authorized representatives to attend the Bid Opening.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be 
marked with the wording: “East Metro Lawn and Landscaping Service Phase 
1, JMAA PROJECT NO. 6000-001- 18.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or 
requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not 
be considered for any cause whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest most responsive and responsible bid-
der as determined by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Infor-
mation for Bidders. The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a 
copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement 
to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda issued 
clarifying and/or changing plans and specifi cations; clarifying and/or changing 
instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation 
to the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and specifi cations, shall become 
part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifi cations related to the Work 
are considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on fi le and open for public inspection at JAN at 
the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 100 International Drive, Suite 
300
Jackson, Mississippi 39208

Telephone: (601) 939-5631
Email Address: dherndon@jmaa.com Attention: Deuntagus Herndon.
Procurement Specialist

Bid Documents may be picked up, shipped, or emailed to the person making 
the request.

The contact for all questions and submittal of Bids and required forms is Mr. 
Deuntagus Herndon, Procurement Specialist. Mr. Herndon can be contacted at 
dherndon@jmaa.com or 601-360- 8622.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 3:30 p.m. Central Standard Time on 
February 28, 2018, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at 
the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in submitting bids as 
a Prime Contractor for the Work and persons seeking opportunities to provide 
work as a Sub-Contractor. The benefi ts of attendance include networking op-
portunities between Prime Contractors and Sub-Contractors, as well as the op-
portunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to interested parties as 
part of the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference; review of the plans and speci-
fi cations; and a site visit of the area covered in the scope of work. No site visits 
will be scheduled other than the one provided during the Pre-Bid conference.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifi cations for the Work by 
Addendum issued before the Bid and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety 
(90) days before awarding the Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to pro-
vide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda 
by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/rfqrfb-center/). JMAA will also 
endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record with 
JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 15% for the Work solicited by 
this RFB. JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: February 14, 2018 
/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Offi cer

2/15/2018, 2/22/2018
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Help Wanted
Drivers, Class-A CDL: 

Increased Pay & New Trucks!!
Dedicated Routes!  No CDL? No Problem!

Call Swift Today!  855-292-2945
2/15/2018

2/22/2018, 3/1/2018, 3/8/2018

2/22/2018, 3/1/2018, 3/8/2018

2/22/2018, 3/1/2018, 3/8/2018

2/22/2018, 3/1/2018, 3/8/2018



AIRLINES ARE HIRING -  Get FAA
approved hands on Aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Career placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-
367-2510.

L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 601-939-8088. www.tuckerand-
son.com

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company for details.
NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350  procedures. 855-397-7045 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/mspress
Ad# 6118
SAVE ON YOUR MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT! FREE QUOTES from top
providers.  Excellent coverage.  Call for a
no obligation quote to see how much you
can save!  855-400-8352

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING that is easy and affordable! One
Call can place your ad in almost 100
newspapesrs! Call Sue at 601-981-3060

CUT THE CABLE! CALL DIRECTV.
Bundle & Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS
Genie HD-DVR. $50/month or 2 Years
(with AT&T Wireless.) Call for Other Great
Offers! Call 1- 855-978-3110.
DISH NETWORK. 190+ Channels.
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR.
$49.99/month (24 mos.) Add High
Speed Internet - $14.95 (where avail-
able). CALL Today and SAVE 25%!  1-
877-628-3143

OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. Call National Debt
Relief 844-719-8928.
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE?  Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help, 866-948-7316

NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION?  We
can help with your new personal injury,
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bank-
ruptcy case. 888-641-
7560

CANADA DRUG CENTER: Safe, afford-
able medications. Licensed mail order
pharmacy. SAVE up to 75%! Get
$10.00 off your first prescription.  Free
shipping!  Call 855-401-7432
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 877-863-6359
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

I n s u r a n c e

E m p .  -  M e d i c a l

F o r  S a l e

C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

E m p .  -  T r u c k i n g

Week of February 11, 2018

NEEDED
IMMEDIATELY:

RN, LPN, 
Nurse Aides/Caregivers

Home Care and Facility Staffing
pcnursing.com

800-844-4298

Advertise
Your Product or Service

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words.....$210
1 col. x 2 inch.......$525
1 col. x 3 inch.......$785
1 col. x 4 inch.....$1050

******
Nationwide Placement

Available

******

Digital Advertising 
Available starting at

$699 statewide.

******
Call Sue at

MS Press Services
601-981-3060

 PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortifi cation and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist you want

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get 
a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-855-584-8517
Or www.dental50plus.com/mspress

 *Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us 
for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917      MB17-NM008Ec

Or www.dental50plus.com/mspressOr www.dental50plus.com/mspressOr www.dental50plus.com/mspressOr www.dental50plus.com/mspress
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Where’s My
Paperrrrr?

We hear that question a lot when the mail runs late or a paper gets lost! 
Surveys show that 8 out of 10 Mississippians read a newspaper

weekly.(Pulse Research, June 2016.) And they expect it and look forward
to it for trusted news and shopping information!

Shouldn’t your business advertising be 
where Mississippians want to see it?

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Where’s My
Paperrrrr?

We hear that question a lot when the mail runs late or a paper gets lost! 
Surveys show that 8 out of 10 Mississippians read a newspaper

weekly.(Pulse Research, June 2016.) And they expect it and look forward
to it for trusted news and shopping information!

Shouldn’t your business advertising be 
where Mississippians want to see it?

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3067- Roof Replacement for Baker Elementary School
Bid 3068 - Roof Replacement for Wilkins Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Busi-
ness Offi ce, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until     
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) March 28, 2018, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference 
concerning the project for Baker Elementary School will be held at 300 
East Santa Clair Street, Jackson, MS 39212, on March 6, 2018 at 9:00 
A.M.  A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project for Wilkins Elemen-
tary School will be held at 1970 Castle Hill Drive, Jackson, MS 39204, 
on March 6, 2018 at 10:30 A.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is 
non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold 
the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-fi ve calendar days from the 
date bids are opened.  

Plan holders are required to register and order bid documents at www.
durrelldesigngroupplans.com. A $100.00 nonrefundable deposit shall be 
required on each set of bid documents and must be purchased through 
the website. All plan holders are required to have a valid email address 
for registration. Questions regarding website registration and online or-
ders please contact Plan House Printing, 607 W. Main Street, Tupelo, 
MS 38804, (662) 407-0193. Questions regarding bid documents please 
contact Durrell Design Group, PLLC, 500-G East Woodrow Wilson Ave., 
Jackson, MS 39216, Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email:  
contact@durrelldesigngroup.com

2/22/2018 3/1/2018
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Last week seniors at Provine 
High School participated in 
mock elections. Organized by 
Commissioner Toni Johnson of 
District 2, the goal of this event 
was to expose youth in the com-
munity to voting and the elec-
toral process.

Students who were already 
eighteen were given the oppor-
tunity to register to vote. Repre-
sentatives from the Hinds Coun-
ty Circuit Clerk Office were 
present to take applications.

“My goal is to stir the conver-
sation that voting in every elec-
tion is important, and to take 
away any fears or misconcep-
tions young people may have 
about voting. Knowledge is 
power,” says Johnson. “We also 
have midterm elections in No-
vember, party primaries in June. 
We want to make sure those stu-
dents are prepared to cast their 
ballot.”

Students were made aware of 
certain crimes that would disen-
franchise them from voting by 
Hinds County Prosecuting At-
torney Gerald A. Mumford. “I 
would much rather see you all 
on this side, than in front of me 
in court.”

Mumford also told students 
that voting can help determine 
what their city and county look 
like, but they have to stay out of 
trouble in order to be able to ex-
ercise that right.

Commissioner James A. 
Reed, District 1, shared a pow-
erful story about him being en-
listed in the military to serve his 
country, but not being able to 
vote until the civil rights move-
ment.

Students completed a MS Fa-
vorites ballot that consisted of 
local authors, athletes and favor-
ite foods. After completing the 
ballots, students were assisted 
in casting their votes on DS200 
voting machines used in actual 
county and municipal elections. 
Students received a “Salute me, 
I Voted Sticker” afterwards.

Local community volunteers 
such as Mary Church Terrell 
Literacy Club, OCD Media and 
local Shriners Rissah Temple 
#130 also assisted the students.

Provine Mock Election
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Barry is very passionate when supporting 
school fundraisers and other activities. She 
has also served as liaison with community 
leaders and businesses that support the 
school. There are many projects that she can 
be credited for; however, the organization 
of a uniform clothes closet is very unique. 
This project provides uniform dress code 
clothing to new or needy students and 
is available for emergency situations as 
they arise during the school day. The PTO 
provides assistance to students and families 
that are experiencing tragedy. Barry is very 
dedicated to the PTO and she is excited to 
see how it is progressing.

Pictures L-R: Curtis Washington, 
General Manager/Durham School 
Services; Patsy Dixon, Bus Driver 
of  the Month; Sharon Harris, HR 
Director; and Linda Laws, Board 
President District - 3. 

Pictured L-R: Sharon Harris, HR 
Director; Emma McLin, Employee of 
the Month; and Linda Laws, Board 
President District - 3. 

Hinds County School 
District Weekly Update

Synthia Barry named Byram Middle School
and Hinds County School District Parent of Year!

THS Teacher Assistant Emma McLin Recognized
as Employee of the Month for January 2018!

Patsy Dixon recognized as Bus Driver of the Month for January 2018!



FILM REVIEW:
“BLACK 
PANTHER”
CHADWICK BOSEMAN RISES TO THE 
OCCASION AS AFRICAN KING/MARVEL SUPERHERO

Chadwick Boseman has already 
made quite a career out of portray-
ing a variety of prominent African 
Americans, from football star Floyd 
Little (The Express), to baseball 
great Jackie Robinson (42), to God-
father of Soul James Brown (Get on 
Up) to U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall (Marshall). The 
versatile actor’s efforts have been 
appreciated by the NAACP which 
has seen fi t to nominate him for fi ve 
Image Awards.

Although Black Panther is a fi c-
tional character, the role is osten-
sibly of no less signifi cance than 
the historical fi gures Chadwick has 
played in the past. That’s because 
black kids have rarely had a super-
hero that looks like them to root for, 
even in Africa, where the Lord of 
the Jungle, Tarzan, was white, too.

Consequently, advance ticket 
sales for this Afrocentric origins 
tale have been through the roof, and 
I’m happy to report that audiences 
will not be disappointed. For, the 
fi lm not only features a dignifi ed 
protagonist and a socially-relevant 
plotline, but it’s also a worthy ad-
dition to the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse franchise. 

The picture was directed by Ryan 
Coogler (Creed) who made the 
most of his $200 million budget, 
between visually-captivating spe-
cial effects and an A-list cast which 

includes Academy Award-winners 
Forest Whitaker (for The Last King 
of Scotland) and Lupita Nyong’o 
(for 12 Years a Slave), Oscar-nom-
inee Angela Bassett (for What’s 
Love Got to Do with It), as well as 
Michael B. Jordan, Daniel Kaluuya 
and Sterling K. Brown.

At the point of departure, we 
learn that in ancient times the fi ve 
tribes of Africa went to war over vi-
branium, a meteorite which imbues 
its holder with superhuman pow-
ers. Fast-forward to the present and 
we fi nd T’Challa (Boseman) being 
summoned home to the fi ctional na-
tion of Wakanda to assume the reins 
of power in the wake of the passing 
of his father, King T’Chaka (John 
Kani).

Complicating matters is the fact 
that a number of other warriors cov-
et the throne and that a South Af-
rican arms smuggler (Andy Serkis) 
is trying to get his hands on some 

vibranium. Not to worry. T’Challa 
has a capable CIA agent (Martin 
Freeman) and a trio of loyal fe-
males on his side in his 16 year-old 
sister (Letitia Wright), his ex-girl-
friend (Nyong’o) and a two-fi sted 
bodyguard (Danai Gurira).

What ensues is an edge of the 
seat roller coaster ride every bit as 
entertaining as any Spider-Man, 
Wonder Woman or other super-
hero adventure. Simply ‘Marvel’-
ous!

Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for pervasive vio-

lent action sequences and a rude 
gesture

Running time: 134 minutes
Production Studios: Marvel Stu-

dios / Walt Disney Pictures
Distributor: Walt Disney Stu-

dios Motion Pictures
To see a trailer for Black Pan-

ther, visit: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=dxWvtMOGAhw

 By Kam Williams
Columnist
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Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Elon Musk

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



BOOK REVIEW:
“AN AMERICAN 
MARRIAGE: A NOVEL”
BYAN AMERICAN MARRIAGE: A NOVEL
  C.2018, ALGONQUIN BOOKS OF CHAPEL HILL  
  $26.95 / HIGHER IN  CANADA  •  308  PAGES

He did it on one knee.
One knee, with a nervous grin 

on his face and a velvet box in 
his shaking hands, asking you 
the Question of a Lifetime. 
You’d talked about this day but 
it was still a surprise and now 
you have planning to do, just the 
two of you. Or, as in “An Ameri-
can Marriage” by Tayari Jones, 
three…

The last time Roy Othaniel 
Hamilton enjoyed a truly happy 
evening was about a year-and-
a-half after he married his wife, 
Celestial, the only woman (after 
his mama) that he ever really 
loved. It’s true that they’d been 

arguing that night – they argued 
and made up, argued and made 
up a lot then – but things were 
going well. They’d even talked 
about having a baby on that last 
happy evening before the police 
broke down the door of their 
room at Piney Woods Motel and 
arrested  Roy for a rape he didn’t 
commit.

His life was supposed to be 
with Celestial. He believed that 
all along.

They’d met in college: his 
buddy, Andre, was her best 
friend and Dre introduced them 
but  Roy and Celestial didn’t 
click until years later. They met 
again, dated, and the rest was, 
well, not exactly smooth. He 

cheated on her a time or two. 
She’d freeze him out when she 
caught him, but she knew she 
was his woman.

Celestial also knew the man 
she married, and Roy  wasn’t ca-
pable of raping some woman six 
years older than his own mother. 
But a jury wouldn’t believe her, 
wouldn’t believe him, would 
only believe an old woman who 
pointed a fi nger … and there you 
go: Roy’s sentence was twelve 
years in a Louisiana penitentiary.

And, oh, they wrote letters, 
but they were apart longer than 
they weren’t and eventually, Ce-
lestial wanted to – needed to – 
move on. She found somebody 
else, somebody who was her 

future and her past, but she was 
still Roy’s wife.

And when Roy got out of pris-
on seven years early, he hoped to 
remind her of that fact.

There’s a reason that Oprah 
picked “An American Marriage” 
as one of her books. Yes, this 
novel is that good.

Really, though, author Tayari 
Jones tells a simple story of 
boy-meets-girl-marries-her. It’s 
a fairy tale, modernized; a ro-
mance with a twist: Roy idealiz-
es his marriage, while Celestial 
is a realist. He’s your basic Nice 
Guy. She’s been raised to take 
care of herself and speak her 
mind. His memories differ quite 
a bit from hers, and seeing both 

sides through their eyes makes 
their story better. Add a situation 
that hints at the unimaginable, 
and some additional, sometimes 
irritating, characters with in-
fl uence and you’ve got a book 
fi lled with a tale that’ll keep you 
dry-mouthed, page-turning and 
right on the edge of hollering.

This is a novel that unabash-
edly plays with your senses of 
right and not-quite-right. It also 
plays with your emotions, if 
you’ve ever been in love – so 
have a handful of tissues nearby. 
“An American Marriage” could 
bring you to your knees.

 By Kam Williams
Columnist
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING 
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX 
OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 
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February 21 - 27, 2018

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  

T-BONE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$599

FAMILY  PACK  SIRLOIN

PORK
CHOPS

PER  LB.

99¢

SPLIT

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$179

BUTERMILK / JUMBO

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
BISCUITS
5  CT.  ....................................... 

$100

CRYSTAL  FARMS

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. ..................................   

2/$4
SELECT  VARIETIES

CHOBANI
YOGURT
5.3  OZ.  ....................................99¢

GREAT  FOR  BREAKFAST

MINUTE  MAID
ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ. ......................................  

$249

SELECT  FAMILY  SIZE

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
20 - 24  OZ. .................................. 

$299

TJ  FARMS

FROZEN
POTATOES
5  LB.   BAG ....................................... 

$359

ASSORTED

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
ICE  CREAM
56  OZ. ........................................... 

$299

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$379

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

BONELESS
PORK  CHOPS

PER LB.

$199

GREAT  ON  THE  GRILL

ARMOUR
HOT  DOGS

12  OZ  PKG.

75¢

FRESH  ICEBERG

LETTUCE
HEAD

89¢

FAMILY  PACK  USDA  CHOICE

CHUCK
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$399

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

PORK
NECKBONES

PER  LB.

99¢

THICK  CUT

OSCAR  MAYER
BOLOGNA

16  OZ.

2/$3
FRESH

CRISP
LETTUCE

HEAD

89¢

XTRA  LARGE  RED  RIPE

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

99¢

BONELESS

PORK  LOIN
ROAST

PER  LB.

$159

PRODUCTS  OF

PEPSI  
COLA
2  LTR.  BTL.

4/$5

EXTRA  LARGE

GREEN  BELL  
PEPPERS

EACH

2/$1
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