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WASHINGTON - In an impas-
sioned appeal for support at home 
and abroad, President Barack 
Obama said Wednesday, Sept. 4, 
the credibility of the international 
community and Congress is on 
the line in the debate over how to 
respond to Syria’s use of chemical 
weapons.

As Obama made his case over-
seas in Stockholm, Sweden, Con-
gress debated whether a proposed 
resolution authorizing military 
force would shift the momentum 
after more than two years of Syrian 
civil war.

The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee delayed a public meet-
ing and huddled in private for more 
than three hours after Sen. John 
McCain, an outspoken advocate of 
intervention, said he did not sup-
port the latest version of the Senate 
resolution to authorize force.

The Arizona Republican said 
he wants more than cruise missile 
strikes and other limited action, 
seeking a stronger response aimed 
at “reversing the momentum on the 
battlefield” and hastening the de-
parture of Syrian President Bashar 
Assad.

On the other side of the debate, 
Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., said he 
was not persuaded to support mili-
tary action, saying the military has 
been “decimated” by budget cuts 
and “we’re just not in a position to 
take on any major confrontation.”

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., said U.S. 

involvement could well “make the 
tragedy worse” in Syria, but he pre-
dicted that advocates of military in-
tervention would win in the Senate.

“The only chance of stopping 
what I consider to be bad policy 
would be in the House,” he said.

Obama, asked in Sweden about 
his own past comments drawing a 
“red line” against the use of chemi-
cal weapons, said it was a line that 
had first been clearly drawn by 
countries around the world and by 
Congress, in ratifying a treaty that 
bans the use of chemical weapons.

“That wasn’t something I just 
kind of made up,” he said. “I didn’t 
pluck it out of thin air. There’s a 
reason for it.” Obama said that if 

the world fails to act, it will send a 
message that despots and authori-
tarian regimes “can continue to act 
with impunity.”

“The moral thing to do is not 
to stand by and do nothing,” he 
declared at a news conference in 
Stockholm with Swedish Prime 
Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt.

Asked whether he would take 
action against Syria if he fails to get 
approval from Congress, the presi-
dent said his request to lawmakers 
was not “an empty exercise.” But 
he said that as commander-in-chief, 
“I always preserve the right and the 
responsibility to act on behalf of 
America’s national security.”

With Obama in Europe, the 

president’s top national security 
aides briefed legislators in a series 
of public and private hearings, hop-
ing to advance their case for lim-
ited strikes against Assad’s regime 
in retaliation for what the adminis-
tration says was a deadly sarin gas 
attack by his forces outside Damas-
cus in August.

Secretary of State John Kerry 
said Assad’s use of chemical weap-
ons is “a line that anyone with a 
conscience should draw.” He said 
U.S. intelligence can prove Assad 
has used the weapons at least 11 

Two hunting parties in Mis-
sissippi both pulled in alligators 
weighing more than 700 pounds. 
Mississippi’s alligator hunting sea-
son this year started August 29, and 
Dustin Brockman of Vicksburg 
and his hunting party just three 
days into the season pulled in a 13-
foot, 6.5-inch, 727-pound male ga-
tor breaking previous state records 
in weight. The length remains the 
same as the record set in 2008 on 
the Pascagoula River.

This alligator hunting season 
was off to a record breaking start 
when Beth Trammell caught a 
723-pound gator just an hour be-
fore, according to the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries 
and Parks.

It took Brockman two hours to 
get the huge gator into his boat, af-
ter chasing it by motorboat along 
the Mississippi River. They first 
speared it with a crossbow and 
then shot it with a shotgun. Brock-
man said they killed the alligator at 
about 4 a.m. and then he had to call 
for four others to help him load it 
into the boat. Bockman was assist-
ed by his brother Ryan Bockman 
and friend Cole Landers.

Trammell was hunting with a 
six-person party in Redwood and 
said it took them four hours to get 
the 723.5-pound gator, also a male, 
in their boat. She said she flagged 
down another boat to help get the 
job done. It was 13 feet, 6.5 inches 
long.

Both teams said the night hunt 
was best because they could use 
flashlights to see the gator’s “re-

flective eyes in the night.” Brock-
man said it would be easy to miss 

As the nation and world com-
memorated the 50th anniversary 
of the “March on Washington 
for Jobs and Freedom” and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I have 
a Dream” speech on the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C., Mis-
sissippians came together for 
remembrance and a “Day of Dig-
nity” at the State Capitol in Jack-
son.

A coalition of advocacy groups 
gathered Wednesday, August 28, 
to bring awareness to demands 
for equal attention in various ar-
eas beyond jobs and freedom for 
which Dr. King rallied.

The focus was on social issues 
from education to child care to 
health care, with the coalition at-
tempting to define the future of 
the Southern Freedom Movement 
of the 21st century.

The Mississippi groups joined 
with others across the south hold-
ing similar rallies at their state 
capitols on that same day.

Cassandra Welchlin of the Mis-
sissippi Low Income Childcare 
Initiative helped spearhead the 
event here, which drew about 300 
people, she said.

“It is important to participate in 
this day because of its historical 
relevance,” Welchlin said. “We 
decided to do it at the Capitol 
because 50 years ago we weren’t 
allowed to participate in the po-
litical process.

“Now we’re able to do that and 
the people wanted to occupy this 
space, because we are taxpayers 
and we send legislators to make 
laws for our interests.”

The overall theme of the event 
was “Strengthening Families and 
Communities through Equitable 
Access to Quality Education, 
Healthcare, Affordable Child-
care, Jobs and Housing.”

Some participants wore shirts 
that said, “I Am Human … 
Enough is Enough.”

The coalition of organiza-
tions and individuals included: 
One Voice, Mississippi NAACP, 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Mississippi (ACLU), Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund’s Southern 
Regional Office (CDF), United 
Auto Workers (UAW), Missis-

sippi Low Income Childcare 
Initiative (MLICCI), Mississippi 
Center for Justice (MCJ), New 
Horizon Church International 
(NHCI) and the Southern Poverty 
Law Center (SPLC).

Welchlin and others said they 
were excited about the number 
of young people who partici-
pated in the activities. Members 
of the Tougaloo College Student 
Government Association partici-
pated, as did members of Jackson 
State University’s W.E.B. Du-
Bois Honors College, which is 
a group of freshmen chosen for 
their academic performance in 
high school.

State Sen. John Horhn, who re-
cited Dr. King’s historic “I Have 
A Dream” speech at the end of 
the program, said, “I was im-
pressed that there were so many 
youth here. There is a lot of ener-
gy and the spirit of the event from 
50 years ago was with us today.” 

Cassius L. Rudolph, president 
of the Tougaloo Student Gov-
ernment Association, spoke to 
the crowd, saying, “I was glad 
to be able to speak to the people 
of Jackson to let them know that 
this is our society and … we need 
to play a part in bringing about 
change.”

Olujide Oluade, a member 
of the W.E.B. DuBois Honors 
College and the JSU Student 
Government Association’s fresh-
man class president, admitted he 
didn’t know much about what 
went on 50 years ago before com-
ing to Jackson State.

“I would like to have seen 
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President Barack Obama met with members of Congress to discuss Syria in the Cabinet Room of the 
White House, Sept. 3, 2013. OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE PHOTO BY PETE SOUZA

Cassandra Welchlin speaks before a crowd gathered the Mississippi 
State Capitol building Wednesday, August 28, 2013 commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington and Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s “I Have A Dream” speech, with books lining the steps to 
the Capitol symbolic of “education the way to success.”

Cassius L. Rudolph, president of 
the Tougaloo College Student Gov-
ernment Association, speaks at the 
“Day of Dignity” rally at the Capitol. 
PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Record breaking catch of all times in Mississippi, Brockman and his team pose with the massive 
727-pound alligator caught on the third day of season opening of alligator hunting in Mississippi.

The #2 catch of the season is from the hunting party of Beth Trammell of Madison, Miss., who caught an 
alligator Sept. 1, 2013 in Issaquena County in the Yazoo Diversion Canal north of Redwood. It was 13 feet 
5.5 inches (14.1 meters) long and weighed 723.5 pounds (328 kilograms). PHOTO BY RICKY FLYNT/MISSISSIPPI 
WILDLIFE, FISHERIES AND PARKS DEPARTMENT. 
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Robert Lacey Jr. was the 
fourth of ten children born to the 
late Robert Sr. and Mattie Har-
gon Lacey in Madison County 
January 26,1927.

He attended Old Truelight 
School in Madison County. Un-
der the leadership of Rev. I. C. 
Day, Robert was baptized at an 
early age at Old Truelight M. 
B. Church. As a young man, he 
served in the United States Army 
during World War II as a Private 
First Class.

On November 25, 1949, he 

was united in Holy 
Matrimony to Bernice 
“Vern” Evans. They 
were blessed with eight 
children: four boys and 
four girls.

In later years after 
moving to Jackson, 
Miss., he united with 
St. Peter’s M.B. Church 
where he served un-
til his health began to 
fail. Robert worked for 
Jackson Ready Mix 
and Grant Repair Shop. 
However, his love for 
working on vehicles 
endowed him with a vi-
sion of going into busi-

ness for himself. So, he and his 
friend decided to step out on faith 
and open their own mechanic 
shop -Lacey and Stuckey’s Ga-
rage. And indeed, the vision paid 
off; he was able to provide for his 
family as well as meet numerous 
friends and acquaintances.

After what seemed like an 
uphill/downhill illness, Rob-
ert succumbed Sunday, August 
25, 2013. Blessed at age 86, he 
was still somewhat of an active, 
self-sufficient man who always 
fought to stay strong and care for 

himself as much as possible.
Left to cherish his memories 

are seven children - Four sons: 
Ray (Sandra) Lacey, Rickey 
Lacey, Marty Lacey, and Jackie 
(Veronica) Lacey; Three daugh-
ters: LaDonna Bolden, Connie 
Lacey and Sharon Lacey all of 
Jackson; Two brothers: Hercules 
(Johnnie) Lacey of St. Louis, and 
Henry Lacey of Jackson; Two 
sisters: Adine Grant and Nadine 
Walker of St. Louis; one brother-
in-law: Earl Evans of Dixmoor, 
Ill.; One sister-in-law: Dorothy 
Evans of Chicago; nine grand-
children and eight great grand-
children; a host of nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and friends.

His parents, Robert Sr. and 
Mattie Hargon Lacey; his wife, 
Bernice “Vern” Lacey; one 
daughter, Cecil Lacey Glover; 
a special grandson, Corteazs 
Lacey; three brothers, Tommy, 
James, and Curtis; two sisters, 
Sadie and Doreatha; one son-in-
law, James Bolden all preceded 
him in heath.

Homegoing service for Robert 
Lacey Jr. was held August 31, 
2013 at St. Peter’s M.B. Church 
on Ridgeway St. in Jackson, 
Miss. 

Robert Lacey, Jr.
January 26, 1927 - August 25, 2013
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more young people here, but I’m 
glad I came because I can share 
information I got here with my 
class at Jackson State,” Oluade 
said. “It’s been a learning oppor-
tunity.”

Jaribu Hill of the Mississippi 
Workers Center for Human 
Rights roused the crowd with 
chants of “What do we want? 
and When?” She also commend-
ed the presence of young people 
there, saying, “Our movement 
of 50 years ago, of 60 years ago, 
of 100 years ago was started by 
young people.”

She added later that the day 
was very important to remember. 
“The march 50 years ago raised 
so many issues we are still grap-
pling with today,” Hill said. “Our 
ancestors walked that line of 
courage and faith. And because of 
them, we are able to stand on their 
shoulders and continue the fight. 

“My organization was proud 
to be part of the coalition that 
helped build today’s event. So 
many people worked hard to 
make it an important statement 
from Jackson about the struggle 
across the country being waged 
at this time.… We have to con-
tinue to fight, we have to stay 
around.”

The day included special 
speakers, an action center, pub-
lic artwork, social and health 
service providers and entertain-
ment, including local Jackson 
artists PyInfamous, 5th Child, 
DJ Young Venom and James 
Crow.

On Friday, August 30, Welchlin 
said the Mississippi group would 

travel to Dothan, Ala. to share 
notes and experiences and begin 
planning a collective strategy to 

address their demands.
Representatives in the states 

of Texas, Alabama, Georgia, 

South Carolina and North Caro-
lina, along with Mississippi, par-
ticipated in the Day of Dignity.
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WAPT’s award winning 
weather team is even stronger to-
day, adding meteorologist Britta-
ny Bell as the station’s weekend 
evening weather expert. Bell, 
a Mississippi State alum who 
graduated in three years with a 
4.0 GPA, joins 16 WAPT from 
sister station KHBS/ KHOG in 
Ft. Smith/Rogers, Ark.

“Weather has always been my 
passion, and I’m so fortunate 
that I have the opportunity to do 
what I love surrounded by my 
family and friends,” said Bell. 

Bell grew up in Memphis 
before heading to Starkville at 
MSU. Her weather job in North-
west Arkansas helped groom her 
as a severe weather expert.

“While working there, I 
gained experience covering al-
most everything Mother Nature 
had to offer, including tornadoes, 
flooding, snow, and droughts. 
I’m excited to take on the chal-
lenge of working in another se-
vere weather market.”

16 WAPT News Director Ben 
Hart is excited about the ad-
dition. “Brittany will be a sig-
nificant player on our news and 
weather team,” said Hart. “She’ll 
join the most dynamic, accurate 
weather team in Mississippi.

“Plus her MSU pedigree and 

exceptional weather knowledge 
will make 16 WAPT ‘The One to 
Watch’ for weather.”

Chief meteorologist David 
Hartman welcomed Bell to his 
staff, saying, “When you have 
real trained experts, viewers 
know who they can trust.”

16 WAPT Weather was again 
awarded Best Weathercast in the 
State from the Associated Press 
earlier this year. It also won its 
second straight Emmy for Best 
Newscast in the South East re-
gion.

Bell will join the 16 WAPT 
team: Chief meteorologist David 
Hartman, morning meteorolo-
gist Ethan Huston and weekend 
morning meteorologist Adam 
McWilliams.

Brittany Bell 
16 WAPT’s new 
meteorologist
The Mississippi Link Newswire

XXXX

Bell

Books line the steps of the Capitol symbolizing education as the way to success. Jaribu Hill of the 
Mississippi Workers Center rouses the crowd in chants. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Olujide Oluade, a member of the 
W.E.B. DuBois Honors College 
and the JSU Student Government 
Association’s freshman class 
president, participates in the rally. 

A cradle represents concerns about a need for affordable 
childcare in Mississippi at the “Day of Dignity” rally at the 
Capitol Aug. 28.

Day of Dignity 
Continued from page 1
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times and said North Korea and Iran 
were watching America closely.

“The world is wondering whether 
the United States of America is going to 
consent with silence,” Kerry said.

The Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee’s public meeting on the reso-
lution was delayed, but Sen. Bob 
Corker of Tennessee, the panel’s senior 
Republican, said there was a “reasonable 
chance” of a consensus developing and 
senators proceeding to a vote Wednes-
day, Sept. 4. 

The panel began the day with a resolu-
tion that would permit Obama to order 
a “limited and tailored” military mission 
against Syria, as long as it doesn’t ex-
ceed 90 days and involves no American 
troops on the ground for combat opera-
tions.

The committee’s vote would be the 
first in a series as the president’s re-
quest makes its way through Senate and 
House committees before coming before 
the two chambers for a final vote.

In an initial survey, the AP found 17 
senators supporting or leaning in favor 
of the resolution approving a U.S. mili-
tary response in Syria, and 14 against or 
leaning against it. There were 69 sena-
tors who either said they were undecided 
or whose views were unknown. 

Of those supporting or leaning in 

favor of the resolution, 13 were Demo-
crats and four were Republicans. Those 
against or leaning against the resolution 
were 2 Democrats, 11 Republicans and 
one independent.

Sending a message to Congress from 
afar, Obama insisted there was far more 
than his own credibility at stake.

“I didn’t set a red line, the world set a 
red line,” he said. “The world set a red 
line when governments representing 98 
percent of world population said the use 
of chemical weapons are abhorrent.” He 
added that “Congress set a red line when 
it ratified that treaty.”

Obama’s comments a little more than 
a year ago were more specific to actions 
he would take, not Congress or the inter-
national community. In August 2012, he 
said at a news conference that “a red line 
for us is we start seeing a whole bunch 
of chemical weapons moving around or 
being utilized.

“That would change my calculus. That 
would change my equation,” Obama 
said, adding that chemical weapons use 
would entail “enormous consequences.”

It’s unclear what treaty ratified by 
Congress implies that the United States 
or any other country must respond with 
military force to the use of chemical 
weapons anywhere in the world.

To get a green light from Congress, 

Obama needs to persuade a Republi-
can-dominated House that has opposed 
almost the entirety of Obama’s agenda 
since seizing the majority more than 
three years ago.

Several conservative Republicans 
and some anti-war Democrats already 
have come out in opposition to Obama’s 
plans, even as Republican and Demo-
cratic House leaders gave their support 
to the president.

House Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chairman Ed Royce, R-Cal., said that 
while it would be important to deter 
the use of chemical weapons by Assad 
and others, there remained many unan-
swered questions, including what the 
U.S. would do if Assad retaliated to an 
American attack.

“The administration’s Syria policy 
doesn’t build confidence,” Royce said in 
his prepared remarks.

The committee’s top Democrat, Rep. 
Eliot Engel of New York, said he backed 
Obama’s call for military action against 
Syria but said it should be limited and 
not involve U.S. ground troops.

“If we do not pass the authorization 
measure, what message will Assad get,” 
said Engel. “What message will Iran re-
ceive, Hezbollah?”

The audience at the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee hearing included 

several people wearing signs opposing 
U.S. action against Syria and who had 
colored the palms of their hands red.

Kerry, Defense Secretary Chuck Ha-
gel and the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Gen. Martin Dempsey, made 
their arguments in public Wednesday 
before the House panel. They and other 
senior administration officials also pro-
vided classified briefings to the Senate 
Foreign Relations and Armed Services 
committees.

As anti-war demonstrators seated be-
hind him silently raised their red-colored 
hands, Kerry told the Foreign Affairs 
committee that the world’s nations were 
watching Congress.

“They want to know whether or not 
America is going to rise to this mo-
ment,” said Kerry.

Hagel seconded Obama’s warnings 
about the potential scope of danger from 
failing to uphold international standards, 
saying “a refusal to act would undermine 
the credibility of America’s other secu-
rity commitments - including the presi-
dent’s commitment to prevent Iran from 
acquiring a nuclear weapon.”

Pace reported from Stockholm, Swe-
den. Associated Press writers David 
Espo, Josh Lederman, Donna Cassata, 
Alan Fram, Jennifer C. Kerr and Lolita 
C. Baldor contributed to this report.

a gator laying on the ground under a tree even in the 
daytime.

Brockman told MSNewsNow.com that he broke 
all his lines. He and Trammel say they will eat the 
meat that some say taste like chicken and use the 
skins for making items.

Prior to this season, the previous record weight 
of an alligator catch was 697.5 pounds. The current 
length record still stands as a record at 13 feet, 6.5 
inches. 

The American alligator was once considered an 
endangered species and in some states it was ille-
gal to hunt the animal outside of open season. Re-
ports say the gator population is on an incline due to 
wildlife management since 1987 and therefore has 
been taken off the endangered list, although seasonal 
hunting is still enforced.

According to the Los Angeles Zoo, alligators and 
crocodiles can grow their entire life and average a 
foot-a-year for the first five to six years and then tap-
per down to a slower rate. And the males are always 
bigger than the female crocodiles and alligators.

Mississippi Alligator program coordinator Ricky 
Flynt certified Trammell’s record alligator and 
Dustin Bockman, a UPS driver from Vicksburg. The 
727-pound alligator was caught in the Mississippi 
River near the Big Black River in Claiborne County. 

Also reported over the same weekend was the new 
record for catching a female alligator set by Brandon 
Maskew of Ellisville who caught a 295.3-pound fe-
male gator in the Pascagoula River. It was 10 feet 
long, setting a new record in length and weight for 
a female.
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NatioNal

KEY WESt, Fla. - the 
clocks Diana Nyad used to 
time her training swims show 
that she’s a slower swimmer 
than she used to be. that’s 
only natural: at age 64, she 
acknowledges she is no longer 
the “thoroughbred stallion” 
she was “back in the day.”

and yet, the endurance ath-
lete said she felt stronger than 
ever when she completed her 
successful effort to become the 
first person to swim 110 miles 
from Cuba to Florida without a 
shark cage.

“Now i’m more like a 
Clydesdale: i’m a little thicker 
and stronger - literally stronger, 
i can lift more weights,” Nyad 
told the associated Press in a 
one-on-one interview Sept. 3, a 
day after she finished her 53-
hour, record-setting swim.

“i feel like i could walk 
through a brick wall. ... i think 
i’m truly dead center in the 
prime of my life at 64.”

Nyad isn’t alone among ag-
ing athletes who are dominat-
ing their sports.

Earlier this year, 48-year-old 
Bernard Hopkins became the 
oldest boxer to win a major 
title, scoring a 12-round unani-
mous decision over tavoris 
Cloud to claim the iBF light 
heavyweight championship.

tennis player Martina 
Navratilova played in the 
mixed doubles competition at 
Wimbledon in her late 40s, and 
hockey legend Gordie Howe 
played in the NHL in his 50s.

thousands of U.S. athletes, 
including 60-year-old Kay 
Glynn, also compete during 
the Senior olympics.

Glynn, of Hastings, iowa, 
has won six gold medals in 
pole vaulting at the Senior 
olympics and set a new pole 
vaulting world record for her 
age in the 2011 National Se-
nior Games.

Older athletes tend to find 
more success in endurance 
events than power events such 
as sprinting and other sports 
that rely on “fast- twitch” mus-
cle fibers, which are more dif-
ficult to preserve later in life, 
noted Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko, 
a physiologist at the University 
of illinois Urbana-Champaign.

But just because Nyad was 
swimming rather than pound-
ing her joints against the con-
crete doesn’t mean she didn’t 
achieve a remarkable feat, 
Chodzko-Zajko said.

“this ultra, super-length 
swimming is brutal regard-
less,” he said, adding that an-
other reason athletes are able 
to endure is because they often 
train smarter and have a men-
tal concentration that is well 
honed over decades.

“She’s one of any number 
of people who are redefining 
what happens with aging,” 
said Dr. Michael J. Joyner, an 
anesthesiologist and exercise 
researcher at Mayo Clinic.

“if you start with a high 
capacity, you have some re-
serves,” Joyner said. “You can 

lose some absolute power, but 
what you lose in power you 
can make up for with experi-
ence and strategy and better 
preparation.”

Nyad first attempted swim-
ming from Cuba to Florida at 
age 29 with a shark cage. She 
didn’t try again until 2011 
when she was 61.

She tried twice more in the 
past two years before begin-
ning her fifth attempt Aug. 31 
with a leap off the seawall of 
the Hemingway Marina into 
the warm waters off Havana. 
She paused occasionally for 
nourishment, but never left 
the water until she reached the 
white sand beaches of the Keys 
and waded ashore.

Nyad said her age and matu-
rity should not be discounted 
when measuring her most re-
cent success.

“it’s not so much the physi-
cal,” she said. “to my mind all 
of us ... we mature emotionally 
... and we get stronger mentally 
because we have a perspective 
on what this life is all about,” 
Nyad said.

“it’s more emotional. i feel 
calmer, i feel that the world 
isn’t going to end if i don’t 
make it. and i’m not so ego-
involved: ‘What are people go-
ing to think of me?’” i’m re-
ally focused on why i want to 
do it.”

australian Susie Maroney 
successfully swam the Straits 
in 1997 at age 22 with a shark 
cage, which besides protection 
from the predators, has a draft-
ing effect that pulls a swimmer 
along.

In 2012, 49-year-old Aus-
tralian Penny Palfrey swam 
79 miles toward Florida with-
out a cage before strong cur-

rents forced her to stop. this 
June, Palfrey’s countrywoman 
Chloe McCardel, 28, made it 
11 hours and 14 miles before 
jellyfish stings ended her bid.

Nyad admitted that she was 
glad when McCardel didn’t 
make it before she had had a 
chance to, but she did add, to 
laughter from her team, that “i 
didn’t want her to get bitten by 
jellyfish or die or anything.”

Nyad said that that she 
wasn’t finished with marathon 
swims. She plans to swim for 
48 hours straight, accompanied 
by celebrities swimming laps 
alongside her, in a specially 
designed swimming pool that 
will be erected in New York 
City next month to raise money 
for Hurricane Sandy survivors.

although the swimmer in-
sists she wasn’t trying to prove 
anything as a 64-year-old - “i 
didn’t do this because i was in 
my 60s. I just happened to be 
in my 60s,” she said - she ac-
knowledged that her success is 
having an impact, “not just on 
people of my generation but on 
younger people.”

“I have a godson who’s 14 
and he texted me yesterday 
and said, ‘i’m never in my life 
again going to call someone in 
their 60s old. It’s over. You just 
proved that youth doesn’t have 
anything to do with age.’”

and at one point during her 
aP interview, the bronzed, 
muscular athlete couldn’t re-
sist sharing a message of en-
couragement and solidarity 
with those of her generation:

“Baby Boomer power!” she 
declared, with a triumphant fist 
pump.

Associated Press Writer Kel-
li Kennedy in Miami contrib-
uted to this report.

Nyad: Maturity helped 
me achieve record swim
By Jennifer Kay 
Associated Press

United States endurance swimmer Diana Nyad talks to the media, during 
a press conference in Key West, Fla., Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2013. She said the 
biggest challenge was swallowing large amounts of seawater, which made 
her vomit often. The 64-year-old is the first swimmer to make the 110-mile 
(177-kilometer) journey without a shark cage. She appeared refreshed and 
invigorated less than 24 hours after arriving dazed and sunburned, with lips 
swollen, in Florida. Her swim lasted 53 hours, with pauses for nourishment. 
AP PHoTo/J PAT CArTer

Nyad celebrating

A look at Syria developments 
around the world

$30K in damages in N-word 
use among blacks case

the United States is con-
sidering launching a puni-
tive strike against the re-
gime of Syrian President 
Bashar assad, blamed by 
the U.S. and the Syrian op-
position for an Aug. 21 al-
leged chemical weapons 
attack in a rebel-held sub-
urb of the Syrian capital of 
Damascus.

the U.S. said a sarin gas 
attack killed 1,429 people, 
including at least 426 chil-
dren. those numbers are 
significantly higher than 
the death toll of 355 pro-
vided by the aid group Doc-
tors Without Borders.

President Barack obama 
said he has decided that 
the United States should 
take military action against 
Syria but is seeking con-
gressional authorization for 
the use of force in a vote 
expected after Congress re-
turns to work Sept. 9.

Here’s a look at key Syria 
developments around the 
world Sept. 3 amid height-
ened tensions over poten-
tial military action:

iSRaEl:
israel and the U.S. car-

ried out a joint missile test 
with the U.S. in the Medi-
terranean Sea as Washing-
ton considers sea-launched 
strikes against Syria. the 
israeli Defense Ministry 
said the test of its arrow 3 
missile-defense system was 
performed with the U.S. 
Defense Department. the 
ministry said the system 
successfully detected and 
tracked a medium-range 
decoy missile that was not 
carrying a warhead, but did 
not intercept it.

UNitED StatES:
obama said Sept. 3 he 

is confident Congress will 
authorize a military strike 
in Syria, as lawmakers 
held their first public hear-
ing about how to respond 
to the alleged gas attack. 
obama met with congres-
sional leaders at the White 
House as part of his push 
to win over support for his 
request for authorization 
for limited military strikes. 

He indicated he is open to 
changing language to ad-
dress lawmakers’ concerns, 
but urged them to hold a 
prompt vote.

FRaNCE:
President Francois Hol-

lande said he will wait for 
a decision from the U.S. 
Congress on possible mili-
tary action in Syria and in-
sisted France won’t strike 
against Bashar assad’s 
regime alone. the French 
leader and obama have 
been the two most outspo-
ken world leaders on the 
need to respond to the sus-
pected chemical weapons 
attack.

SYRia:
the Britain-based Syr-

ian observatory for Hu-
man Rights said regime 
troops recaptured the town 
of ariha, a busy commer-
cial center in the restive 
northern province of idlib, 
following days of heavy 
bombardment. the group 
obtains information from 
a network of anti-regime 
activists. State-run Syrian 
news agency SaNa said 
rebels detonated a bomb 
along a gas pipeline near 
the northeastern town of 
Deir el-Zour.

SWitZERlaND:
the U.N. refugee agency 

said more than 2 million 
refugees have fled Syria’s 
violence in an exodus that 
shows no sign of letting 

up and could destabilize 
neighboring countries. an-
tonio Guterres, head of the 
Office for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refu-
gees, said in Geneva that an 
average of almost 5,000 cit-
izens a day are flowing out 
of Syria, many of them with 
little more than the clothes 
they are wearing.

GERMaNY:
the news magazine Der 

Spiegel reported that Ger-
many’s Federal intelligence 
Service (BND) believes 
assad’s regime was behind 
the attacks. German Chan-
cellor angela Merkel said 
a united international re-
sponse to the alleged use of 
chemical weapons in Syria 
is unlikely but “the small-
est chance” must be used to 
achieve one. Germany has 
said it won’t participate in 
any military intervention. 
it is pushing for action by 
the long-deadlocked U.N. 
Security Council.

BRaZil:
Foreign Minister luiz 

alberto Figueiredo said 
any military intervention 
against Syria would be seen 
as a violation of interna-
tional law unless the U.N. 
Security Council gives ap-
proval or if the intervention 
is for self-defense coupled 
with a U.N. resolution. He 
said Sept. 2 that those sce-
narios are “not what we 
have today.”

NEW YoRK - in a case 
that gave a legal airing to 
the debate over use of the N-
word among blacks, a fed-
eral jury has rejected a black 
manager’s argument that it 
was a term of love and en-
dearment when he aimed it 
at black employee.

a New York jury has 
awarded $30,000 in puni-
tive damages to a woman 
who sued her ex-boss and 
his non-profit jobs organiza-
tion after he unleashed an N-
word tirade at her last year.

Brandi Johnson said she 
was happy after the Manhat-
tan federal jury concluded 
tuesday, Sept. 3, that Rob 
Carmona must pay $25,000 
and his organization Strive 
East Harlem another $5,000.

those awards are in addi-
tion to $250,000 in compen-
satory damages that the jury 
awarded Johnson last week. 
Carmona wiped his eyes 
with a towel and appeared 
emotional as he testified 
Sept. 3. He said he learned 
his lesson that he must com-
municate differently than in 
the past.

Johnson’s defense attor-
ney accused him of cry-
ing “ghost tears” and urged 
jurors to award additional 
damages to show him that 
“calling somebody the N-
word is a very serious thing.”

the case against Carmona 
and the employment agency 
he founded, StRiVE East 
Harlem, hinged on the what 
some see as a complex dou-
ble standard surrounding the 
word: it’s a degrading slur 
when uttered by whites but 
can be used at times with im-
punity among blacks.

But 38-year-old Johnson 
told jurors that being black 
didn’t make it any less hurt-
ful when Carmona repeat-
edly targeted her with the 
slur during a March 2012 
tirade about inappropriate 
workplace attire and unpro-
fessional behavior.

Johnson, who taped the 
remarks after her complaints 
about his verbal abuse were 
disregarded, said she fled to 
the restroom and cried for 45 
minutes.

“i was offended. i was 
hurt. i felt degraded. i felt 
disrespected. i was embar-
rassed,” Johnson testified.

in closing arguments, 
Johnson’s attorney Marjorie 
M. Sharpe said Carmona’s 
use of the word was intended 
to offend “and any evidence 
that defendants put forth to 
the contrary is simply ridicu-
lous.”

“When you use the word 
nigger to an african-amer-
ican, no matter how many 
alternative definitions that 
you may try to substitute 
with the word nigger, that 
is no different than call-
ing a Hispanic by the worst 
possible word you can call 
a Hispanic, calling a homo-
sexual male the worst pos-
sible word that you can call 
a homosexual male,” Sharpe 
told jurors.

But defense lawyers said 
the 61-year-old Carmona, a 
black man of Puerto Rican 
descent, had a much dif-
ferent experience with the 
word. Raised by a single 
mother in a New York City 
public housing project, he 
became addicted to heroin 
in his teens and broke it with 
the help of drug counselors 
who employed tough love 
and tough language.

Carmona went on to 

A Turkish customs officer, left, holds up a Syrian baby as a woman has 
her passport checked at the Cilvegozu border gate, in Turkey, Tuesday, 
Sept. 3, 2013. The civil war in Syria has forced over 2 million people out 
of the country and over 4 million others are displaced within its borders, 
making Syrians the nation with the largest number of people torn from 
their homes, U.N. officials said Tuesday. AP PHoTo/GreGorio BorGiA

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Larry Neumeister
Associated Press

earn a master’s degree from 
Columbia University be-
fore co-founding StRiVE 
in the 1980s. Now, most of 
StRiVE’s employees are 
black women, defense attor-
ney Diane Krebs told jurors in 
her opening statement.

“and Mr. Carmona is him-
self black, as you yourselves 
can see,” Krebs said.

in his testimony, Carmona 
defended his use of the word, 
saying he used it with Johnson 
to convey that she was “too 
emotional, wrapped up in her, 
at least the negative aspects of 
human nature.”

then he explained that the 

word has “multiple contexts” 
in the black and latino com-
munities, sometimes indicat-
ing anger, sometimes love.

Carmona said he might put 
his arm around a longtime 
friend in the company of an-
other and say: “this is my nig-
ger for 30 years.”

“that means my boy, i love 
him, or whatever,” he said.

He was asked if he meant to 
indicate love when he called 
Johnson the word.

“Yes, i did,” he responded.
the controversy is a blemish 

on StRiVE, which has been 
heralded for helping people 
with troubled backgrounds 

get into the workforce. its em-
ployment model, which was 
described in a CBS’ “60 Min-
utes” piece as “part boot camp, 
part group therapy,” claims 
to have helped nearly 50,000 
people find work since 1984.

Sharpe told jurors that 
StRiVE’s tough-love pro-
gram cannot excuse Carmo-
na’s behavior.

“Well, if calling a person a 
nigger and subjecting them to 
a hostile work environment is 
part of StRiVE’s tough love, 
then StRiVE needs to be re-
minded that this type of be-
havior is illegal and cannot be 
tolerated,” she said.



EDUCATION

Jackson State University 
alum Glen Whittaker, a sup-
port equipment engineer for the 
Boeing Company in St. Louis, 
Mo., was awarded a patent for 
an invention he created that re-
duces the time airplane inspec-
tors need to examine aircraft 
after they land.

The patent describes an auto-
mated system that uses various 
electronic sensors and computer 
programs to predict when criti-
cal parts will fail on commer-
cial and military aircraft. This 
improves the safety of air travel 
by enabling aircraft mechanics 

to diagnose and correct faults 
before they become an issue.

Whittaker graduated from 
JSU in 1979 with a degree in 
electronic technology and was 
hired straight out of college for 
a company that later became 
Boeing. He currently works 
in Boeing’s Aircraft Support 
Equipment division.

A private pilot, Whittaker 
said the idea for his inven-
tion “pretty much came out of 
the blue” during an air show 
in Wisconsin. While there, he 
struck up a conversation with 
some people who made various 
aviation products.

“I didn’t start out trying to 
make an invention,” he said. 
“It evolved from my curiosity 
about the technology.”

Whittaker started work on his 
invention in 2005 and complet-
ed it a year later. He said Boe-
ing management encouraged 
him to pursue the patent.

“I turned in my invention 
disclosure form to the intellec-
tual property department and 
thought that will be the last I 
would hear of it,” Whittaker 
said. “Then my manager got a 
call about my invention, and 
they wanted to pursue it.”

It takes about seven years to 

obtain a patent.
The Terry, Miss., native said 

he transferred to Jackson State 
after attending Utica Junior 
College, which is now part of 
Hinds Community College. A 
nontraditional student, Whit-
taker worked days and attended 
JSU at night.

Whittaker contacted JSU’s 
University Communications 
department because he was cu-
rious about other JSU alumni 
who may have received a pat-
ent. If you are an alumnus who 
has received a patent, please 
send an email to jean.g.cook@
jsums.edu.

The Fighting Okra just has 
a way of reuniting people - 
and two incoming transfers 
could attest to that at Delta 
State’s move-in-day last 
month.

Two small-town Mississip-
pians were both thrilled and 
shocked to reconnect at the 
annual kickoff for the new 
academic year.

Transferring juniors Brod-
erick Lamb and Kenton 
Bounds, childhood friends 
from Puckett, Miss., had lost 
touch for about four years 
before Alumni Affairs Direc-
tor Jeffrey Farris reunited the 
duo after meeting them sepa-
rately on move-in-day.

Not a bad connection con-
sidering Puckett truly is a 
small town with less than 
500 residents.

Farris, one of the many fac-
ulty, staff, alumni and com-
munity members who helped 
move students into their liv-
ing quarters at the event, said 
bringing the friends together 
was a special moment.

“Reconnecting takes place 
not only through alumni 
work, but also within the 
student body,” said Farris. 
“This is truly a success story 

for Delta State University 
and for the current students 
involved.”

The Puckett natives could 
not believe the surprise Far-
ris had in store.

“I definitely didn’t expect 
it when Mr. Farris told me 
he just met someone else 
from Puckett,” said Bounds. 
“When Broderick walked in, 
it blew my mind.”

Lamb was also excited to 
hear Farris’ description of an 
old friend.

“When he said he just met 
a tall redhead from Puckett, 
I knew it had to be Kenton,” 

said Lamb. “At first I thought 
I wasn’t going to recognize 
anyone, and it was really 
cool to see him again.”

“I told my mom about 
Kenton going here too and 
she was so surprised. She got 
really excited when I told her 
the school wanted to write a 
story about us.”

Growing up, the friends 
would hang out, run track 
together and even face off in 
some memorable paintball 
battles.

The two went their separate 
ways after high school, and 
between them, tried making 
it work at Hinds Community 
College, Holmes Commu-
nity College and Mississippi 
University for Women.

Bounds, now studying 
business marketing, and 
Lamb, majoring in physical 
therapy, seem to have found 
the right environment at Del-
ta State.

“It can be hard to find a col-
lege that suits you - one that 
has everything you want,” 
said Bounds. “I haven’t 
been here long, but so far so 
good.”

“I like everything so far,” 
added Lamb. “The campus 

is really nice and everyone 
seems laid back. There’s al-
ways something going on.”

Both are committed to fin-
ishing their degrees at Delta 
State and are willing to put 
in the extra effort to succeed 
in green and white. Lamb is 
training hard with aspirations 
of walking on to the basket-
ball team, while Bounds said 
his focus is academics as he 
hopes to maintain a Phi The-
ta Kappa scholarship.

Almost three hours from 
home, the childhood pals are 
happy with their fresh start at 
Delta State and hope of walk-
ing at graduation together 
one day. For the meantime, 
they are looking forward to 
rebuilding an old friendship 
and supporting each other at 
their new campus.

“We hang out almost every 
day,” said Bounds. “It’s nice 
having an old friend around 
- if a friend asks you for a fa-
vor, you’re not going to turn 
them down.”

“It would be pretty spe-
cial if we could graduate to-
gether when this is all said 
and done,” added Lamb. “It 
would be pretty big news in 
Puckett.”

The Jackson State Univer-
sity Division of International 
Studies hosted a group of 25 
Fulbright students and schol-
ars from 20 countries August 
26-30 for the Fulbright Gate-
way Orientation Program.  
The program was sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of 
State’s Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs as part of 
the Fulbright Program and ad-
ministered by the Institute of 
International Education.

During the program partici-
pants acquired knowledge on 
various aspects of academic 
and cultural life of students 
in U.S. universities and col-
leges, including U. S. colleges 
and universities’ academic re-
quirements, the U.S. political 
system with its history and po-
litical culture, expected inter-
personal behavior in various 
social, academic, and profes-
sional situations, adjusting to 
U.S. Culture, managing cul-
ture shock, and other topics.

Participants also learned 
about the Fulbright tradi-
tion of leadership and spoke 
with current Fulbright for-
eign students on how to be 
an ambassador for their cul-
tures.  Program participants 
were immersed in southern 
culture by visiting museums 
in Jackson and the Vicksburg 
National Military Park where 
they learned about the signifi-
cance of the south in general 
and Vicksburg, in particular, 

during the Civil War. The pro-
gram closed with a tour and 
closing dinner in the Antebel-

lum Mansion, which featured 
the culture and history of the 
pre-Civil War South.

JSU alum secures patent for 
aircraft inspection system

Puckett natives receive 
a move-in-day surprise

JSU International Studies hosts 
Fulbright Gateway orientation

Kenton Bounds (left) and Broderick Lamb, two Puckett, Miss. childhood friends 
and incoming junior transfers, were thrilled to reconnect on Delta State’s Move-
In-Day earlier this month after losing touch for a number of years.

Fulbright students and scholars

Program participants
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Earn Your GED!
Tuition is

absolutely free!
Mississippi Youth ChalleNGe

Mississippi Youth ChalleNGe Academy 
features a structured environment, with a fo-
cus on job training, social skills and self dis-
cipline critical in today’s tough job market.

Other academic opportunities include: high 
school diploma, college classes through a 
local university and nationally certified con-
struction skills.

We are designed to meet the needs of to-
day’s “at risk” youth.

We accept both male and female applicants, 
16 to 18 years of age.

For more information call: 
1-800-507-6253

Or visit us at our web site: 
www.ngycp.org/state/ms

Change your life Today

PSA



During the week ending August 
30, the CDC released a study show-
ing real progress in school districts 
nationwide around nutrition and 
physical education policies. 

According to the 2012 School 
Health Policies and Practices Study 
(SHPPS), the largest and most com-
prehensive survey investigating 
school health policies, the follow-
ing key trends were found: 

• Between 2006 and 2012, the 
percentage of districts that allowed 
soft drink companies to advertise 
soft drinks on school grounds de-
creased from 47 percent to 34 per-
cent. 

• Between 2000 and 2012, the 
percentage of districts that made 
information available to families on 
the nutrition and caloric content of 
foods available to 
students increased 
from 35 percent to 
53 percent. 

• The percent-
age of school dis-
tricts that required 
elementary schools 
to teach physical 
education increased 
from 83 percent to 
94 percent in 2012. 

Since kids spend 
so much of their day 
in school, it is im-
portant that they’re 
getting healthy 
lunches and regu-
lar physical activ-
ity throughout the 
school day. And 
it’s encouraging to 
see schools across 
the country coming 
together to provide 
healthier environ-
ments for all chil-
dren. 

Also a tennis fan 
herself, the First 
Lady visited the 
U.S. Open to cel-
ebrate the 18th An-
nual Arthur Ashe 
Kids’ Day, honoring 
the life and legacy 
of the tennis legend 
and humanitarian, 
Arthur Ashe. 

She stressed the 
importance of stay-
ing active and work-
ing hard. Praising 
the young profes-
sional tennis play-
ers on stage with 
her, Obama shared 
that “by putting in 
the effort, by exer-
cising and focusing 
every day, working 
out, eating right, 
and practicing their 
skills over and over 
and over again,” 
they were able to 
achieve excellence. 

She also an-
nounced the recent 
commitment made 

by the United States Tennis Associ-
ation (USTA) to the Partnership for 
a Healthier America to enable more 
kids across the country to have ac-
cess to kid-sized tennis courts. 

Over the next three years, the 
USTA will continue their support 
of Let’s Move! by creating at least 
5,000 new kid-sized tennis courts 

in the U.S., focusing on projects 
in diverse communities, training 
at least 15,000 new instructors to 
support the USTA’s Ten and Under 
Tennis program, and engaging at 
least 300,000 youth in after-school 
and summer programs through its 
National Junior Tennis Learning 
(NJTL) Network.

Callaway High School 
quarterback T.J. Washington 
was named the WJMI Circle 
B Spotlight Player of the 
Week for August 26, 2013.

He had nine carries for 89 
yards and four touchdowns, 
including a 60-yard touch-
down catch.

Callaway defeated Forest 
Hill 48-6. Washington re-
ceived on-air recognition on 
radio station WJMI. A $150 
donation will be made in his 

name to the WJMI Circle 
B JPS High School Foot-
ball Fund.

Each Monday one play-
er will be selected from 
JPS high schools based on 
their overall performance 
during football games 
played the previous week. 
At the end of football sea-
son, one player will be ran-
domly drawn for the grand 
prize - an $1,800 donation 
to their high school’s foot-
ball program.

First Lady Michelle Obama 
sends updates on Let’s Move

Callaway’s T.J. 
Washington recognized 
as Player of the Week

First Lady Michelle Obama at the Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day with profes-
sional tennis players.

Spann Elementary Principal Nicole Menotti (center) welcomed the mini-grant “prize patrol” to the school August 
22, 2013. The Junior League announced JPS recipients of EFT mini-grant awards.

Washington
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The Junior 
League of Jack-
son and Commu-
nity Foundation of 
Greater Jackson 
presented a check 
for more than 
$100,000 to fund 
teacher mini-grants. 

They made a 
surprise announce-
ment at Spann El-
ementary School 
August 22. The 
awards will be 
used for classroom 
or school projects 
throughout the dis-
trict.

Teachers at 
Spann Elementary 
received $18,514, 
the largest amount 
awarded to a single 
school. Fifth grade 
teacher Lois Crump 
and her team re-
ceived more than 
$8,000 of that total. 
Their project puts 
emphasis on build-
ing vocabulary. 
Three other team 
projects were also 
funded at Spann 
for building pho-
nics skills, creating 
classroom book 
nooks and stocking 
classroom libraries.

In all, 23 proj-
ects were funded 
in 17 JPS schools. 
Awards ranged 
from $200 to 
$8,700.

For 27 years, 
the Junior League 
and the Commu-
nity Foundation of 
Greater Jackson 
have partnered 
with JPS to sup-
port teachers and 
students. The EFT 
mini-grants pro-
gram provides 
funding for en-
richment projects 
that fall outside of 
schools’ operating 
budgets.

The Junior League of Jackson and 
Community Foundation of Greater Jackson 
donates over 100K to JPS teachers

Season passes went on 
sale Monday, August 12, 
for middle school and high 
school football games. The 
passes are good for admis-
sion to regular season foot-
ball games hosted by JPS. 
Admission to JPS high 
school playoff games and the 
middle school championship 
games is not included.

Each season pass includes 
complimentary tickets good 
for one admission to any 
2013-2014 middle school or 

high school athletic event. 
They may be used only at 
games hosted by JPS, as long 
as the event is not sold out.

Season Pass packages 
available:

Middle School Football 
- $35 (includes two compli-
mentary game tickets).

High School Football - $45 
(includes three complimen-
tary game tickets).

Passes are printed in the 
JPS Athletics office on the 
following days and times:

Mondays - 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 

p.m.
Tuesdays - 8:30 a.m. - 4 

p.m.
Wednesdays - 8:30 a.m. - 4 

p.m.
Thursdays - 8:30 a.m. - 

4:30 p.m.
Please note that only cash 

and money orders are ac-
cepted for payment. A state 
issued ID is required to pur-
chase passes and for entry 
into the games.

For more information, 
please call JPS Athletics at 
(601) 960-8825.

JPS to offer football season 
passes for middle school 
and high school games
The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi 
Link Newswire
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WASHINGTON (AP) -- Scien-
tists have found a compelling clue 
in the quest to learn what causes 
age-related memory problems, and 
to one day be able to tell if those 
misplaced car keys are just a senior 
moment or an early warning of 
something worse.

The August 28 report offers evi-
dence that age-related memory loss 
really is a distinct condition from 
pre-Alzheimer’s - and offers a hint 
that what we now consider the nor-
mal forgetfulness of old age might 
eventually be treatable.

Researchers at Columbia Uni-
versity Medical Center examined 
brains, young and old ones, donat-
ed from people who died without 
signs of neurologic disease. They 
discovered that a certain gene in a 
specific part of the hippocampus, 
the brain’s memory center, quits 
working properly in older people. 
It produces less of a key protein.

That section of the brain, called 
the dentate gyrus, has long been 
suspected of being especially vul-
nerable to aging. Importantly, it’s a 
different neural neighborhood than 
where Alzheimer’s begins to form.

But it’s circumstantial evidence 
that having less of that protein, 
named RbAp48, affects memory 
loss in older adults. So the re-
searchers took a closer look at 
mice, which become forgetful as 
they age in much the same way that 
people do.

Sure enough, cutting levels of 
the protein made healthy young ro-
dents lose their way in mazes and 
perform worse on other memory 
tasks just like old mice naturally 
do.

More intriguing, the memory 
loss was reversible: Boosting the 
protein made forgetful old mice as 
sharp as the youngsters again, the 
researchers reported in the journal 
Science Translational Medicine.

“It’s the best evidence so far” 
that age-related memory loss isn’t 
the same as early Alzheimer’s, said 
Nobel laureate Dr. Eric Kandel, 

who led the Columbia University 
team.

And since some people make it 
to 100 without showing much of a 
cognitive slowdown, the work begs 
another question: “Is that normal 
aging, or is it a deterioration that 
we’re allowing to occur?” Kandel 
said.

“As we want to live longer 
and stay engaged in a cognitively 
complex world, I think even mild 
age-related memory decline is 
meaningful,” added Columbia neu-
rologist Dr. Scott Small, a senior 
author of the study. “It opens up a 
whole avenue of investigation to 
now try to identify interventions.”

This is early-stage research that 
will require years of additional 
work to confirm, cautioned Dr. 
Molly Wagster of the National 
Institute on Aging, who wasn’t in-
volved with the report.

But Wagster said the findings 

add to a growing body of evidence 
suggesting “that we’re not all on 
the road to Alzheimer’s disease” 
after we pass a certain age.

For example, other researchers 
have found that connections be-
tween neurons in other parts of the 
brain weaken with normal aging, 
making it harder but not impossible 
to retrieve memories. In contrast, 
Alzheimer’s kills neurons.

How does Wednesday’s research 
fit? Many pathways make up a 
smoothly functioning memory, and 
that protein plays a role in turning 
a short-term memory - like where 
you left those car keys - into a lon-
ger-term one, Kandel explained.

Some good news: Scientists al-
ready know that exercise makes 
the dentate gyrus - that age-targeted 
spot in the hippocampus - function 
better, Small said. He’s also study-
ing if nutrition might make a differ-
ence.

ATLANTA (AP) -- When the 
HPV vaccine was first recom-
mended for boys, health officials 
worried it would be an unusually 
hard sell. But a new report sug-
gests that might not be the case.

About 1 in 5 boys got at least 
one of the recommended three 
doses last year, relatively good 
for a new vaccine aimed at ado-
lescents.

The shots are largely intended 
not to protect boys from disease, 
but to stop them from spreading a 
sexually transmitted virus to girls 
that could cause cervical cancer.

The vaccine hasn’t been very 
popular among girls. The gov-
ernment report issued Thursday 
is the first real sense of how 
many boys are getting the shots.

“It’s a good start,” said Shan-
non Stokley, a vaccination ex-
pert with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Introduced in 2006, the vaccine 
protects against human papilloma-
virus, which is spread during sex. 
Most infections go away on their 
own, without people developing 
symptoms. But the virus can cause 
cervical cancer in females, genital 
warts in both sexes, and some oth-
er, less common conditions like 
throat and anal cancer.

The vaccine was first recom-
mended for girls ages 11 and 12 
because it works best if given be-
fore a teen starts to have sex. In 
2011, it was also recommended 
for boys that age to help prevent 
the virus’s spread.

The CDC report covers vacci-
nation rates for last year, the first 
full year since the shots were ad-
vised for boys. It’s based on tele-
phone calls to families for about 
19,000 boys and girls ages 13 to 
17.

About 21 percent of the boys 
had gotten at least one of the three 
doses. Less than 7 percent were 

fully vaccinated.
The rates look relatively good 

compared to the initial rates for 
some other vaccines aimed at ado-
lescents. For example, the initial 
rate for a meningococcal vaccine 
was just 12 percent.

Rates tend to start low when a 
vaccine is first recommended and 
build after. So the HPV numbers 
for boys are reason to be optimis-
tic, said the CDC’s Dr. Melinda 
Wharton, although she added a 
word of caution.

“Given how the coverage level 
has stalled for girls, though, a sol-
id start isn’t enough,” she said.

For girls, the initial rate for at 
least one HPV shot was 25 per-
cent. Last year, it was about 54 
percent and hadn’t changed much 
from the previous two years. Only 
a third was fully immunized with 
all three doses last year.

“We’d really like to do much 
better with boys and girls,” Whar-
ton said.

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Bot-
tles of Tylenol sold in the U.S. 
will soon bear red warnings alert-
ing users to the potentially fatal 
risks of taking too much of the 
popular pain reliever. The unusu-
al step, disclosed by the company 
that makes Tylenol, comes amid a 
growing number of lawsuits and 
pressure from the federal govern-
ment that could have widespread 
ramifications for a medicine taken 
by millions of people every day.

Johnson & Johnson says the 
warning will appear on the cap 
of new bottles of Extra Strength 
Tylenol sold in the U.S. starting 
in October and on most other Ty-
lenol bottles in coming months. 
The warning will make it explic-
itly clear that the over-the-counter 
drug contains acetaminophen, a 
pain-relieving ingredient that is 
the nation’s leading cause of sud-
den liver failure.

“We’re always looking for 
ways to better communicate in-
formation to patients and con-
sumers,” says Dr. Edwin Kuffner, 
vice president of McNeil Con-
sumer Healthcare, the Johnson & 
Johnson unit that makes Tylenol.

Overdoses from acetamino-
phen send 55,000 to 80,000 peo-
ple in the U.S. to the emergency 
room each year and kill at least 
500, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
and the Food and Drug Admin-
istration. Acetaminophen can be 
found in more than 600 over-the-
counter and prescription products 
used by nearly one in four Ameri-
can adults every week, including 
household brands like Nyquil 
cold formula, Excedrin pain tab-
lets and Sudafed sinus pills.

Tylenol is the first of these 
products to include such a warn-
ing label on the bottle cap. Mc-
Neil says the warning is a result 
of research into the misuse of Ty-
lenol by consumers. The new cap 
message will read: “CONTAINS 
ACETAMINOPHEN” and “AL-
WAYS READ THE LABEL.”

The move comes at a criti-
cal time for the company, which 
faces more than 85 personal in-
jury lawsuits in federal court that 
blame Tylenol for liver injuries 
and deaths. At the same time, the 
Food and Drug Administration is 
drafting long-awaited safety pro-
posals that could curtail the use of 
Tylenol and other acetaminophen 
products.

Much is at stake for McNeil 
and its parent company. Johnson 
& Johnson does not report sales 
of Tylenol, but total sales of all 
over-the-counter medicines con-
taining acetaminophen were more 
than $1.75 billion last year, ac-
cording to Information Resources 
Inc., a retail data service.

Safety experts are most con-
cerned about “extra-strength” ver-
sions of Tylenol and other pain re-
lievers with acetaminophen found 
in drugstores. A typical two-pill 
dose of Extra Strength Tylenol 
contains 1,000 milligrams of ac-
etaminophen, compared with 650 
milligrams for regular strength. 
Extra Strength Tylenol is so pop-
ular that some pharmacies don’t 
even stock regular strength.

Most experts agree that acet-
aminophen is safe when used as 
directed, which generally means 
taking 4,000 milligrams, or eight 
pills of Extra Strength Tylenol or 
less, a day.

Each year, some 100 million 
Americans use acetaminophen, 
but liver damage occurs in only 
a fraction of 1 percent of users. 
Still, liver specialists say those 
cases are preventable. Part of the 
problem, they say, is that there are 
sometimes hundreds of pills in a 
bottle, making it easy for con-
sumers to pop as many as they 
please. For example, McNeil sells 
Extra Strength Tylenol in bottles 
containing up to 325 tablets

“The argument goes that if you 
take acetaminophen correctly you 
will virtually never get into trou-
ble,” says Dr. William Lee of the 
UT Southwestern Medical Cen-
ter, who has studied acetamino-
phen toxicity for four decades. 
“But it’s the very fact that it’s eas-
ily accessible over-the-counter in 
bottles of 300 pills or more that 
puts people in harm’s way.”

Lee applauded the new warn-
ing, but said McNeil’s marketing 
has contributed to the “freewheel-
ing” way that Americans take the 
drug. For decades, McNeil has ad-
vertised Tylenol as “the safest kind 
of pain reliever” when used as di-
rected. “That has been their stan-
dard ploy in the past, and I would 
argue that safest it is not,” he says.

McNeil’s Kuffner stands by the 
company’s safety claim: “When 
taken as directed, when people 
read and follow the label, I be-
lieve that Tylenol and the acet-
aminophen ingredient is one of 
the safest pain relievers on the 
market.”

McNeil is the only major drug-
maker adopting the bottle cap 
warning at this time, according to 
the Consumer Healthcare Prod-
ucts Association, a trade group 
for over-the-counter medicine 
companies.

“While this is not an industry-
wide initiative at this time, it fits 
squarely within the many ongo-
ing industrywide educational ini-
tiatives to further acetaminophen 
safe and responsible use by con-
sumers,” said Emily Skor, a vice 
president with the trade group, 
which represents McNeil, Bayer 
Healthcare, Procter & Gamble 
and other nonprescription drug-

makers.
20 YEARS OF WARNINGS
McNeil has updated the safety 

warnings on Tylenol periodically 
since the 1990s.

In 1994, the company added 
a warning about the risk of liver 
damage when combining alcohol 
with Tylenol following a lawsuit 
brought by Antonio Benedi, a 
former aide to President George 
H.W. Bush, who fell into a coma 
and underwent emergency liver 
transplant after mixing Tylenol 
with wine at dinner.

A jury awarded him $8.8 mil-
lion in damages after concluding 
that McNeil failed to warn con-
sumers about the risk. The FDA 
made the alcohol warning manda-
tory for all manufacturers of acet-
aminophen in 1998.

Then, in 2002, an expert panel 
of FDA advisers recommended 
that the government agency re-
quire all acetaminophen products 
to carry a warning about the risk 
of “severe liver damage” when 
not taken as directed. The group’s 
votes are non-binding, though 
the FDA usually follows them. 
McNeil voluntarily added the 
warning to its products in 2004, 
five years before the FDA made 
it mandatory.

Today, McNeil appears to be 
moving ahead of regulators again. 
In 2009, the FDA assembled an-
other expert panel to consider 
more sweeping changes to reduce 
acetaminophen overdoses. The 
panel recommended a half-dozen 
major changes, including lower-
ing the maximum nonprescription 
daily dose for adults. McNeil vol-
untarily adopted that recommen-
dation, lowering the recommend-
ed adult dose of Extra Strength 
Tylenol to 3,000 milligrams per 
day, or six pills of Extra Strength 
Tylenol, down from 4,000 milli-
grams per day, or eight pills. The 
label stipulates that patients can 
still take a higher dose under doc-
tor’s directions.

But the company has not em-
braced a more drastic recommen-
dation by the FDA’s expert panel: 
eliminating the over-the-counter 
“extra-strength” formulation alto-
gether, which would mean lower-
ing the acetaminophen dose from 
1,000 milligrams to 650 milli-
grams, or two tablets of 325 mil-
ligrams each. The panel said the 
1,000 milligram dose should only 
be available via prescription.

McNeil argues that the lower 
dose is less effective and could 
drive people to take anti-inflam-
matory pain relievers, a different 
class of drugs that includes aspi-
rin and ibuprofen. Those medi-
cines can cause stomach ulcers 
and dangerous gastrointestinal 
bleeding.

FDA spokeswoman Erica Jef-
ferson says the agency is actively 

working on new rules for both 
children and adult acetaminophen 
products. While the agency won’t 
give a timeframe for completion, 
the federal government’s website 
that tracks new regulations lists 
December as the target date for 
publishing the proposed rules.

As early as 1977, FDA advisers 
recommended adding more warn-
ings to the acetaminophen label 
about liver damage, but the agen-
cy didn’t require the language un-
til 2009.

“They are very slow to respond 
to these things and it’s always a 
little frustrating,” says Dr. Lewis 
Nelson of New York University, 
who chaired the 2009 FDA panel.

ANATOMY OF AN OVER-
DOSE

Experts first identified acet-
aminophen overdose as a ma-
jor public health concern in the 
1990s, but it has taken years to 
form a clearer picture of the prob-
lem.

Acetaminophen overdoses 
occur when the liver is over-
whelmed by too much of the 
drug, producing a toxic byproduct 
that kills liver cells. Liver failure 
occurs when most cells are no 
longer able to function. At that 
point, a patient then generally has 
24 to 48 hours to live without a 
transplant.

Of the roughly 500 acetamino-
phen deaths reported annually, 
about half are accidental, with 
the rest deemed suicides. About 
60 percent of the unintentional 
overdoses involve prescription 
opioid-acetaminophen combina-
tion drugs such as Percocet and 
Vicodin, according to a database 
of liver failure cases run by Dr. 
Lee at the Southwestern Medical 
Center in Dallas. Those two prod-

ucts alone were prescribed more 
than 173 million times last year, 
according to IMS Health.

So how do these accidental ac-
etaminophen deaths occur? Imag-
ine you’ve had major dental sur-
gery, and your dentist prescribes a 
five-day supply of Percocet. You 
take the recommended two pills 
every six hours for 2,600 mil-
ligrams of acetaminophen, well 
below the 4,000-milligram-a-day 
safety threshold.

But you’re still experiencing 
pain, so you decide to add Extra 
Strength Tylenol, six caplets a 
day for another 3,000 milligrams. 
Now you’re feeling better but you 
still have trouble sleeping, so you 
take Nyquil, for another 650 mil-
ligrams. After a few days on this 
6,250 milligram regimen, experts 
say acute liver damage is a real 
risk.

The labels on all of these prod-
ucts warn against mixing them. 
But researchers say many con-
sumers either don’t read or don’t 
understand such warnings.

Even after taking into account 
people who ignore labels, there 
are still cases of liver damage 
that stump researchers. These are 
the people who have apparently 
taken about 4,000 milligrams a 
day or less, well within the safety 
threshold.

“It’s still a little bit of a puz-
zle,” says Dr. Anne Larson, of 
the Swedish Medical Center in 
Seattle. “Is it genetic predisposi-
tion? Are they claiming they took 
the right amount, but they really 
took more? It’s difficult to know.”

The question is critical in the 
lawsuits piling up against McNeil 
in the Eastern District of Penn-
sylvania, near McNeil’s head-
quarters in Fort Washington, Pa. 

Virtually all of the 85 cases claim 
that the plaintiffs suffered liver 
failure despite taking Tylenol as 
directed.

According to one of those 
complaints, Madeline Speal, of 
Salzburg, Pa., took Tylenol for 
three days in November 2009 
“at appropriate times and in ap-
propriate doses.” But on Nov. 
28, she was admitted to Latrobe 
Area Hospital with catastrophic 
liver damage. She was then trans-
ferred to the University of Pitts-
burgh Medical Center where she 
underwent an emergency liver 
transplant.

The cases against McNeil, 
which share the same legal word-
ing, allege that the company 
risked the lives of consumers by 
making “conscious decisions not 
to redesign, re-label, warn or in-
form the unsuspecting consum-
ing public.”

The lawsuits have been con-
solidated under a single federal 
judge to streamline the pretrial 
process, though they will eventu-
ally be returned to judges in their 
original districts for trial.

J&J and McNeil continue to 
reiterate that Tylenol is safe. “We 
remain confident in the safety 
and efficacy of Tylenol products, 
which rightfully have been trust-
ed by doctors, hospitals and con-
sumers for more than 50 years,” 
McNeil said in a statement.

But lawyers for the patients su-
ing McNeil say Tylenol can still be 
dangerous even when used at or 
just above recommended levels.

“Products that are available 
to consumers should have a rea-
sonable margin of safety,” said 
Laurence Berman, one of several 
attorneys representing Tylenol 
users.

HEALTH

J&J launches new cap to curb Tylenol overdoses
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Scientists find clue to age-
related memory loss

HPV vaccine for boys has 
‘good start’ in 1st year
By Mike Stobbe 
AP Medical Writer

By Lauran Neergaard 
AP Medical Writer

By Matthew Perrone  
AP Health Writer

   An experimental melanoma 
vaccine has shown significant 
promise and gives a glimpse into 
the future of cancer treatment.  
the vaccine induced a positive 
response in six of the seven 
patients with advanced melanoma 
to whom it was given and slowed 
tumor progression in three of the 
patients.  the treatment uses a 
patient’s own cells to enhance an 
immune response to the attacking 
cancer cells as well as to slow 
their growth.  researchers used 
a molecule called “interleukin 
12p70,” which is produced by the 
body to stimulate t cells of the 
immune system to act directly 
against the melanoma.  this 
cutting-edge approach, known as 
“personalized immunotherapy,” is 
considered by many to represent 

the future of cancer treatment.

   in the United states more than 
76,000 cases of melanoma (the 
deadliest of skin cancers) are 
diagnosed annually, and nearly 
10,000 of these individuals die from 
the disease, according to the U.s. 
national Cancer institute. if you or 
your family member is diagnosed 
with cancer, remember that the 
mississippi CAnCer institUte 
is right here at home at 1501 Aston 
Avenue.  We perform state-of-
the-art treatment therapies that 
disrupt the DnA of tumors, making 
them incapable of dividing and 
growing, while sparing the healthy 
surrounding tissue.  please call 
us at 601-249-5510 to schedule a 
consultation.  “Going Further so 
You Don’t have to”

persOnAliZeD immUnOtherApY



R e p u b l i c a n 
National Com-
mittee (RNC) 
Chairman Re-
ince Priebus in-
herited a simple 
mission: stop in-

flaming racism and expand the 
voter base beyond white, male 
America. Like so many Repub-
licans before him, Priebus re-
peatedly gets in his own way in 
his attempts to appeal to blacks 
and other minority groups.

In the months since the Dem-
ocrats’ decisive electoral victo-
ries among blacks, Hispanics 
and Asian Americans, officials 
at the RNC have talked a lot 
about engaging the country’s 
different and more diverse 
communities. At their Boston 
summer meeting session, the 
Republicans declared that “en-
gaging youth and building the 
party at the grassroots level is 
key” to the party’s successes 
toward 2016.

The RNC’s latest effort to 
sell itself is a plan to show-
case the diversity in the GOP 
ranks. The Rising Stars initia-
tive highlights the next genera-
tion of Republicans: a group 
of activists, authors, elected 
officials and candidates who 
combat the GOP’s “old boy” 
image.

In its initiative, the RNC’s 
publicity professionals will 
be shining a spotlight on its 
younger, minority up-and-
comers every three months. 
The first batch of Rising Stars 
includes T.W. Shannon, Okla-
homa’s first African-American 
Speaker of the House and a 
protégé of former Rep. J.C. 
Watts. The RNC plans to thrust 
black Republicans such as 
Shannon into the limelight.

To grow and expand the 
party among blacks, the GOP 

should remember that “it’s all 
about the economy.” Despite 
woeful, to no, economic gains 
under Democratic political 
leadership, African Americans 
have allowed themselves, and 
their issues, to be dumbed 
down to accept mediocre gov-
ernance. 

The last 40 years, the black 
vote has gone so overwhelm-
ingly for Democrats that the 
GOP has never invested much 
effort in trying to capture it. In 
what Priebus said is “an un-
precedented effort,” the RNC 
is putting money and muscle 
into getting more African 
Americans to vote Republican. 
The RNC just hired 150 field 
staffers “to help court new vot-
ers.”

Throughout the spring and 
summer of 2013, Priebus and 
a core group of Republicans, 
lurched from convention-to-
convention in a kind of “rock 
star” procession seeking “grip-
and-grin” photo-ops with nota-
ble blacks. What he needs to do 
now is move out of the picture, 
replacing himself with strate-
gic “outreach” professionals 
and techniques “to effectively 
spread the word” specifically, 
among African Americans.

Some say Preibus should 
spend his money elsewhere 
and think that the Republican 
Party faces an impossible task 
adding blacks to their ranks. 
With targeted efforts, the RNC 
can easily capture 30 percent 
of the black vote by 2016. 

Party leaders can’t second 
guess themselves and they 
must continue to provide the 
resources necessary for the 
outreach to be successful. 
The Republicans have to de-
liver messages among African 
Americans that explain to them 
why the GOP’s world view is 
in their best interest.

The Republicans need to 

project images and an agenda 
that blacks can relate to. In or-
der to be effective, the party 
needs to provide the black 
outreach team the budget and 
autonomy they need to set up 
networks that allow them to 
consistently engage African 
Americans through their me-
dia, about their issues.

In addition to the field repre-
sentatives, Priebus announced 
in Boston, the RNC headquar-
ters outreach team includes 
Amani Council, director of 
the RNC’s African-American 
Communications, Kristal 
Quarker-Hartsfield, who heads 
up the political arm, and Raffi 
Williams, whose focus is the 
youth vote.

Priebus said the RNC ex-
pects the staffers they recently 
hired to live and work in mi-
nority communities and pitch 
Republican values. Between 
the headquarters’ crew and 
field representatives, Repub-
licans should be putting forth 
issues that blacks truly care 
about, and through new tech-
nology and local news outlets 
to “meet them [blacks] where 
they are.”

Republicans can take a page 
from companies that target and 
develop the African-American 
consumer market. It’s time 
Priebus & Company allow their 
“Black outreach” team the full 
reign they need to effectively 
sell the Republican message, 
convene conferences, and be a 
resource on Republican ideals, 
and assemble and conduct po-
litical education among African 
Americans that touts: strong 
families, faith in God, personal 
responsibility and equal eco-
nomic opportunities.

William Reed is head of the 
Business Exchange Network 
and available for speaking/
seminar projects through the 
Bailey Group.org.

OPINION

With their fin-
gers on the trig-
gers, the Secre-
tary of Defense 
and others in our 
government are 
poised to strike 

Syria and commit fighting troops 
to that country, even at a time 
when the soldiers in Afghanistan 
are scheduled to leave.

Understanding that World 
War II and the Viet Nam War, 
followed of course by the war 
in Iraq, brought with them huge 
windfall profits to various cor-
porations, we should brace our-
selves for this next foray into a 
foreign country, especially one 
that is located in the so-called 
Middle East.

Along with the regular accou-
terments of war, such as private 
armies of well-paid mercenar-
ies such as Blackwater, there 
are also the firms that feed the 
troops, including like Kellogg, 
Brown, and Root, and others 
that take care of construction and 
other vital “services” for the gov-
ernment.

Remember Halliburton? They 
are probably licking their chops 
right now at the prospect of an at-

tack on Syria. Let the good times 
roll - again.

What about the everyday guy 
and gal in this country? Will we 
once again feel the pain of our 
young people dying while de-
fending another country? And 
will we ultimately pay for this 
war, as we did for that unneces-
sary war in Iraq, with our low 
stagnant wages? While I don’t 
know the answer to the first 
question, surely the answer to 
the second question is probably 
“Yes.”

It has already started, but get 
ready for more pain at the pump.  
Get ready for price gouging and 
everything else that goes with 
strife in the Middle East. Some 
speculators and “oil watchers” 
say prices will not rise because 
Syria produces such a relatively 
small amount of the world’s oil.

That fact along with the U.S. 
having increased its production 
and having moved away from 
total dependency on foreign oil 
(Can you say, North Dakota?) 
lessens the likelihood of high oil 
prices if Syria is attacked.

Peel back this onion a bit more 
and you will find lurking just be-
neath the surface counter-threats 
by Iran and other groups in the 
Middle East. In retaliation for 

a U.S. strike of Syria, there is a 
very good possibility that Iran 
will get a couple of its groups, 
such as Hamas and Hezbollah, 
to start lobbing rockets at Israel, 
as well as their constant threat of 
blocking the Strait of Hormuz.

Now we have a full blown war 
and a catastrophe on our hands, 
which will most assuredly result 
in outlandish and in some cases 
unreachable gas prices, at least 
for those of us who need it most.

I am not an oil analyst, a poli-
tician, or a soothsayer, but I can 
look back at the past and learn 
from it, based upon what has al-
ready taken place. I truly hope 
and pray that I am wrong about 
this impending war in Syria.

We have had enough-too 
much- war, but as I remember 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s words 
regarding America and our pen-
chant for war, especially the 
part about our being the world’s 
greatest purveyor of war, I doubt 
that this latest one will be avoid-
ed. Thus, we will have to pay the 
bill for it, the way we did for Iraq 
and Afghanistan; and we are still 
paying for both.

In light of the fact that we pay 
for wars, and even threats in the 
Middle East, via gasoline prices, 
we will likely feel the impact of 

The high cost of 
needless wars

Republicans gearing up to 
compete for black vote

“Almost 50 
years ago, I gave a 
little blood on that 
bridge in Selma, 
Ala. for the right 
to vote. I am not 
going to stand by 

and let the Supreme Court take the 
right to vote away from us.” - Rep. 
John Lewis at the 50th anniversary 
March on Washington

Recently, tens of thousands of 
citizens from around the country 
converged at the foot of the Lin-
coln Memorial to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the 1963 
March on Washington and to dedi-
cate themselves to a continuation 
of the fight for jobs, voting rights 
and a host of other challenges that 
are having a disproportionate im-
pact on African Americans and 
other communities of color.

Just as 50 years ago, the Na-
tional Urban League was on the 
front lines of last week’s march ac-
tivities. I had the honor of address-
ing the multitude from the same 
location that Dr. King and Whit-
ney Young did during the 1963 
March. Approximately 5000 Ur-
ban Leaguers and friends marched 
with us to the Lincoln Memorial in 
a pre-march rally. We came in full 
force.

Our participation was shaped 
by our determination that the 50-
year anniversary of the March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, 
as well as of Dr. King’s historic “I 
Have a Dream” speech, would be 
both a commemoration and a con-

tinuation of the unfinished work of 
building our more perfect union.

To that end, we convened a Re-
deem the Dream summit, bringing 
together civil rights legends and 
new generation leaders for spir-
ited discussions of the work that 
lies ahead as we confront both 
the progression and regression of 
equal opportunity in 21st century 
America. 

We, along with a coalition of 
civil rights, social justice, business 
and community leaders - the Afri-
can American Leaders Convening 
(AALC), also introduced our 21st 
Century Agenda for Jobs and Free-
dom joined.

While the agenda was devel-
oped during meetings in Washing-
ton in December 2012 and January 
2013 with the help of the dozens of 
leaders that compose the AALC, 
the effort was led by the presidents 
of the National Urban League, 
the National Action Network, 
NAACP and the National Coali-
tion on Black Civic Participation. 

This growing coalition has pro-
duced a domestic policy agenda 
that lays out five urgent domestic 
goals for the nation:

- Achieve Economic Parity for 
African Americans

- Promote Equity in Educational 
Opportunity

- Protect and Defend Voting 
Rights

- Promote a Healthier Nation by 
Eliminating Healthcare Disparities

- Achieve Comprehensive 
Criminal Justice System Reform.

The civil rights and legislative 
successes that followed the 1963 

March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom laid the foundation for 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 and de-
cades of progress. But, recently we 
have witnessed concerted efforts 
aimed at turning back the hands of 
progress in numerous areas from 
voting and civil rights to workers’ 
rights and criminal justice. 

In addition, high unemployment 
and other economic, social and 
legal disparities that continue to 
plague African Americans and low 
income and working class Ameri-
cans underscore the urgency of our 
demand.

We cannot wave the flag of vic-
tory when so much work remains 
to be done. These injustices have, 
in fact, sparked the flame of a re-
vitalized 21st Century Civil Rights 
Movement. The AALC will hold 
future meetings to discuss strate-
gies and tactics in support of the 
agenda. 

We will also be calling on elect-
ed officials and candidates to com-
mit their support for the agenda 
and to work for its implementa-
tion. Until we meaningfully con-
front these challenges, we jeopar-
dize our ability and potential as a 
nation to fully live up to our ideals 
of liberty and justice for all.

To read the full text of our 21st 
Century Agenda for Jobs and Free-
dom visit: http://iamempowered.
com/21st-century-agenda-for-
jobs-and-freedom.

Marc H. Morial, former may-
or of New Orleans, is president 
and CEO of the National Urban 
League.

21st Century agenda 
for jobs and freedom

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 11sEpTEmbEr 5 - 11, 2013

this one in our wallets as prices 
rise and all the excuses begin to 
leak out.

We will be told it’s the specula-
tors, world market prices, supply 
and demand, and price gouging.

We will hear all of the same 
reasons that now have us thank-
ing the industry for $3.50 a gal-
lon gasoline. They teased us with 
their up and down prices and 
then lulled us to sleep; we woke 
up feeling comfortable with $3- 
plus prices. Now, we think it’s a 
bargain if we find gas for $3.15 
and we rush to get it, depending 
on what state we live in.

The oil barons, U.S. or foreign, 
have us by the throats and they 
will soon be choking the dollars 
out of our pockets again if this 
war jumps off as anticipated. I 
deeply sympathize with the peo-

ple of Syria, but right now, as in 
the case of Egypt, we don’t know 
who our friends are and who our 
foes are in their civil war.

We cannot continue to be the 
policemen of the world; we must 
take care of the numerous prob-
lems we have in this country, 
mass incarceration of black men, 
health disparities, the growing 
wealth gap for black people, 
the high unemployment rate for 
blacks, especially our youth, 
and the desperate and dangerous 
condition of our infrastructure, 
namely, our bridges.  

Our nation-building efforts 
should begin with this nation.  
As Ron Daniels has called for 
a “Domestic Marshall Plan” to 
rebuild America’s dark ghettos, 
after attending the commemora-
tive March on Washington, he 

also wrote, “After the countless 
billions of dollars squandered in 
Viet Nam, Iraq and Afghanistan 
since 1963, the gauntlet should 
have been thrown down for 
America to make a huge deposit 
on the “promissory note” King 
referenced in his speech a half 
century ago. 

How can the U.S. justify 
“nation-building” in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and refuse to do 
“community-building” on behalf 
of her long-suffering sons and 
daughters of Africa in America.

Jim Clingman, founder of 
the Greater Cincinnati African 
American Chamber of Com-
merce, is a writer on economic 
empowerment for black people. 
He is an adjunct professor at the 
University of Cincinnati and can 
be reached at blackonomics.com.

B U S I N E S S  E X C H A N G E T o  B E  E q U A l

B l A C k o N o m I C S

By William Reed
NNPA Columnist

By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist
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We’ve come to 
the close of the 
last official holi-
day of the sum-
mer, Labor Day.

The Labor Day 
Weekend for my 

family was a busy one and I’m 
sure it was just as busy for you. I 
pray that it was also an enjoyable 
one.

As my family rode home from 
our Labor Day gathering, I no-
ticed a few sites that many of you 
may have seen too. There are Hal-
loween stores preparing for their 
seasonal openings in the metro 
area. I thought - Wow...Already!

I am aware that many people 
host harvest festivals during the 
Halloween season, instead of the 
tradition ghost and goblin night 
out events (and I will definitely 
share my research regarding that), 
but much of that merchandise still 
comes from the Halloween stores.  
The point that I am trying to make 
is Halloween is an occasion that 
does not take place until the end of 
October, but it appears that within 
a couple of days the targeted cel-
ebration will be upon us.

This cycle of celebration makes 
you wonder do people really un-
derstand the various celebrations 
that take place (period) or are we 
just consumed by celebrating be-
cause others celebrate?

For instance, last week, I gave 
a brief history of why we cel-
ebrate Labor Day. You all know 
me; I do advocate the celebration 
of holidays that can be linked to 
the worship of God. However, I 
may not have given enough infor-
mation about Labor Day and its 
tie-in to Christianity. That is my 
purpose this week and as I shared 
earlier, I’m sure you know that I 
will share harvest fest information 
with you but not until the latter 
part of October.

I equipped myself with my re-
search goggles and investigated 
the possible associations between 
Labor Day and Religion and lo’ 
and behold, I did come across an 
interesting article published by the 
Catholic News Agency on Labor 
Day 2012.

Because I found it to be so in-
teresting, I have chosen to share 
this information with you to offer 
additional information regarding 
why this day is such a celebrated 
one and what it means to Chris-
tians. 

Port Arthur, Texas, (CNA) - A 
Catholic priest involved in labor 
advocacy said that Labor Day is a 
time to reflect on Catholic teach-
ing about the role of work in so-
ciety and in God’s plan for man-
kind.

“Labor Day is just really an op-
portunity to focus not on the secu-

lar world, but on what our Church 
teaches,” said Father Sinclair 
Oubre, spiritual moderator of the 
Catholic Labor Network.

Fr. Oubre is pastor of St. John 
the Evangelist Parish in Port Ar-
thur, Texas, in addition to his du-
ties with the Catholic Labor Net-
work. He said his network aims to 
“re-establish the wonderful tradi-
tion” of Catholic social teaching 
on labor, the dignity of workers, 
and their right to organize a union.

“The roots of Labor Day are 
Catholic,” he said. While the ori-
gins of the annual September holi-
day are disputed, the priest credits 
19th-century Catholic labor activ-
ist Peter J. McGuire with found-
ing the holiday.

Fr. Oubre said Catholic teach-
ing has a positive view of work. 
Catholics should remember that 
they are “co-creators in God’s on-
going creation” and are called to 
“build up the kingdom of God” in 
their daily labor.

This means that those who are 
in positions of responsibility, like 
management or ownership, have 
“a moral responsibility to work 
for justice.” They should “recog-
nize that their workers and em-
ployees are not simply another 
means in the production process.”

Workers, for their part, should 
“reflect deeply” upon their own 
responsibilities.

“Whether it’s working for an 
insurance company processing 
claims or working at a General 
Motors plant up in Michigan, they 
are participating in a common ef-
fort,” Fr. Oubre said.

“They owe both God and their 
employer a full day’s work for a 
full day’s wages. They are really 
called to work as best they can be-
cause they are participating, while 
they work, in God’s ongoing cre-
ation.”

He encouraged those without 
work to “remain hopeful” and to 
look to their religious or parish 
community as “a source of sup-
port.”

In his small, predominantly 
black Texas parish, the priest re-
ported, the most pressing concern 
is not unemployment but under-
employment.

“Either people are being forced 
to work part-time to avoid losing 
benefits that go to take care of 
health care and retirement, or they 
are having to work multiple jobs 
because the wages they are receiv-
ing are so low that they and their 
family cannot live on it,” he said.

He said Catholics should search 
their souls and “not get caught up 
in the rhetoric of the secular world 
saying that the market will take 
care of it.” The sole reliance on 
the market has been rejected by 
papal teaching, he noted.

Fr. Oubre also finds some com-
mon views of the unemployed are 

“troubling.” People sometimes 
assume that those who can’t care 
for themselves are “obviously just 
lazy.”

The priest is wary of the men-
tality that says, “I’ll take care of 
myself and pull myself up by my 
own bootstraps.” He stressed that 
people are “social creatures” and 
need to care for those who are 
born with health problems or who 
suffer crippling accidents.

“I’m speaking of family mem-
bers whose children are born 
with spina bifida and have to try 
to raise their child and meet their 
health care needs. I’m thinking of 
the worker who’s driving to work 
and suddenly is caught up in an 
auto accident that’s not his fault 
and is paralyzed from the waist 
down,” he said.

“We talk about ‘I just take care 
of myself.’ There’re some things 
that happen where people can’t 
take care of themselves.”

He noted that Labor Day has 
traditionally marked an increase 
in political activity.

“It is absolutely imperative that 
Catholics be authentic to their 
Catholic social teaching, and not 
be ‘cafeteria Catholics’ of the left 
or the right. The real challenge is 
to conform ourselves to what our 
Church calls us to.”

“That means being pro-life, that 
means standing up for the dignity 
of marriage,” he said. “That also 
means fighting for the rights of 
our immigrant community and ac-
knowledging the rights of workers 
to organize unions and participate 
in collective bargaining.”

“We have to try to live every as-
pect of Catholic social teaching,” 
he said.

From the Religion editor: Al-
though the information that I have 
shared with you puts strong em-
phasis on what Catholics should 
do, as believers in the Lord, I find 
that it’s a message that reaches 
across denominational lines. It’s 
a message that should be shared. 

Remember the verse that I often 
find myself sharing with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV): “How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around the 
state of Mississippi, would like to 
not only share your news but all 
who would like to tell others about 
the Lord’s goodness and about 
your places of worship and even 
those religious institutions that are 
visited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.com. 
Fax 601-896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Mississippi 
Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jack-
son, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Dress for Success

NBC in Charlotte for 
preaching, music and service

The alarm goes 
off. We hurriedly 
adorn our bodies 
from head to toe, 
preparing to en-
ter into our day of 
activities that are 

conducive to our overall survival, 
livelihood, and enjoyment. Many 
of the things we do as part of our 
daily routine is done with very little 
thought or effort. But, we do know, 
we do not want to walk out into the 
world improperly dressed. We take 
all kinds of things into consider-
ation, our mood, the weather, what 
we have in our closets, the latest 
style, fad or fashion. Keeping these 
things in mind, we very seldom fo-
cus on spiritual things that should be 
our overall foundation and purpose 
for all that we do.

We live in a time where people 
spend a lot of time and money on 
the physical body and physical ap-
pearance. Those people attending 
schools and going to work and par-
ticipating in recreational activities, 
in a diversity environment, invest 
great attention and effort into mak-
ing sure they are properly dressed 
and adorned. This is a commend-
able fact and a necessary part of any 
daily routine. However, I would like 
to propose that equal amount of time 
should be invested in daily spiritual 
dress or adornment. If not an equal 
amount of time, improvement in the 
time and attention given to prepare 
our lives for our daily spiritual walk 
and battles that are inevitable for any 
given day. 

Ephesians 6:1-18 clearly de-
scribes for us the armor we are to 
dress in daily. Verses 10 - 18 are di-
rectives on how to dress and prepare 
for our daily activities from a spiri-
tual perspective:

10) Finally, be strong in the Lord 
and in his mighty power. 

11) Put on the full armor of God, 
so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes

12) For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rul-
ers, against the authorities, against 

the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms

13) Therefore put on the full ar-
mor of God, so that when the day 
of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you 
have done everything, to stand. 

14) Stand firm then, with the belt 
of truth buckled around your waist, 
with the breastplate of righteousness 
in place, 

15) and with your feet fitted with 
the readiness that comes from the 
gospel of peace. 

16) In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you 
can extinguish all the flaming ar-
rows of the evil one. 

17) Take the helmet of salvation 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God.

18) And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for 
the entire Lord’s people.

Being properly dressed or armed 
spiritual will dictate your overall 
mood and set into motion the proper 
attitude to address the matters that 
will concern you daily. In order to 
be consistently strong and ready for 
daily responsibilities and obliga-
tions all persons must develop a re-
lationship and dependence on God 
Almighty. This is a prerequisite in 
order for becoming motivated to put 
on the armor in the first place that is 
necessary for continuous daily suc-
cess. Then we must realize we put 
more emphasis on the flesh but our 
warfare is not carnal. “For our strug-
gle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the author-
ities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms.”

Knowing how to dress in the nat-
ural is very important and dressing 
properly in the spiritual is equally 
if not more important. Satan and 
demonic influences are already de-
feated. However, when we are not 
properly dressed the elements can 
weaken us and in some cases de-
stroy us.

Lastly, reviewing what to wear 

and when to wear it is very impor-
tant. This means we gird our lions 
with truth, inclusive of sexual and 
relationship integrity and fidelity. 
The breast plate of righteousness, 
having the spirit of God live within 
our hearts to direct our lives puts us 
in right standing with God. Wher-
ever we go, peace goes with us and 
follows us because we have our feet 
covered with the gospel of peace. 
Our whole body and life is pro-
tected because we shield ourselves, 
our body, our families from the at-
tacks of the enemy with the shield 
of our faith. What we believe is God 
the Father, Christ our savior, cruci-
fied, dead and buried; on the third 
day rose from the dead, and sits on 
the right hand of God the Father Al-
mighty!

In conclusion, we have the hel-
met of salvation that protects us, 
our mind, so that we do not become 
influenced to do evil. Because, as 
we think in our minds, we become 
purposed to do in our hearts. Our 
salvation is what keeps us on course 
and focused to continue to dress 
properly as we face the many tri-
als, struggles, tribulations, tempta-
tions, and setbacks. Each day we are 
challenged to get into the presence 
of God seeking guidance and direc-
tion. Once we plan to seek God’s 
presence daily, we are assured to 
become armed and ready to face any 
battle that comes our way because 
we took the time to put on the whole 
armor of God.

Rev. Nettie Ranel has served as 
the pastor, teacher, mentor and ser-
vant of St. Paul A.M.E. Church in 
Madison since November 2011. A 
native of Louisiana, she is a gradu-
ate of Southern University in Baton 
Rouge; the University of Louisiana/
Monroe; and holds a Christian 
Counseling certificate from the 
United Theological Seminary in Al-
exandria, La. She is an elementary 
school administrator and an Army 
veteran who has served as a pastor 
in the A.M.E. Church since 1994. 
For more information about her 
and/or the congregation she serves, 
visit www.stpaulamemadison.org or 
call 601.898.9610.

The 133rd annual convention of 
the National Baptist Convention 
began Monday, Sept. 2, 2013, in 
Charlotte, N.C. Members of Ameri-
ca’s oldest and largest black Baptist 
organization began streaming into 
the city Sunday, worshipping at 
some of the city’s biggest churches, 
and preparing for a week of music, 
preaching and service.

This week’s meeting, expected to 
draw up to 20,000 delegates, which 
includes hundreds from the state of 
Mississippi, will be the first time the 
National Baptist Convention USA 
Inc. has held its annual session in 
Charlotte. 

The Nashville-based denomi-
nation’s president, Rev. Julius 
Scruggs, gave one of the Sunday 
morning sermons at Charlotte’s 
Friendship Missionary Baptist, the 
local host church.

Though he never used the term 
“prosperity gospel,” he thundered 
against this controversial teaching 
that God will reward signs of faith 
with wealth, health and happiness. 
It’s a theology that has enriched 
some high-profile preachers - white 
and black - and has wooed many 
away from churches with the more 
traditional Christian message that 
love and justice, not money, matter 
most to God.

He made his case with the bib-
lical story of Job, who remained 
firm in faith even as he lost family, 
wealth and health. Scruggs asked 
the packed houses at the 9:30 a.m. 
service whether they worshipped 

God “because he’s some kind of 
cosmic Santa Claus” or “because 
you love him … and because he’s 
so faithful and forgiving.”

The National Baptist Convention 
USA had its own run-in with a mon-
ey-centric preacher in the 1990s: 
Rev. Henry Lyons, then president 
of the denomination, was sent to 
prison in 1999 for racketeering and 
grand theft. The Florida-based Ly-
ons was accused of using church 
money to buy a $135,000 Mercedes 
and put a deposit on a $925,000 es-
tate in Charlotte.

Lyons was succeeded by Rev. 
William Shaw of Philadelphia, 
who preached at the 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday service at Friendship Mis-
sionary Baptist. During his two 
terms (1999-2009), Shaw stressed 
accountability and integrity. He do-
nated his $100,000 salary to educa-
tional institutions.

In an interview Sunday, Scruggs 
said the denomination’s leaders and 
its 7 million members are working 
to put the Lyons scandal behind 
them.

“We are still recovering our im-
age,” said Scruggs, 71, who pastors 
First Missionary Baptist in Hunts-
ville, Ala. “It damaged the giving 
level of our convention and even 
split some of the churches who were 
giving. We’re in the rebuilding stage 
at this point.”

Scruggs also elaborated on his 
attack on the prosperity gospel, tell-
ing the newspaper reporter of the 
Charlotte Observer that it represents 
“a watering down of the Gospel. 
The Lord does want people to pros-

per - in spirit, in mind and in body. 
He wants all of us to be whole. But 
when we put our weight too heavily 
upon material prosperity, we have 
imbalanced the Gospel.” 

The Baptist leader, who does not 
plan to run for another term next 
year, acknowledged that some of 
the denomination’s 33,000 churches 
may be losing members to churches 
that link religion to getting financial 
rewards.

“It’s going to be difficult because, 
when people are making money off 
things, there’s always the tempta-
tion to continue to make money,” he 
said. “But I think they are in the pro-
cess of weakening Christians. There 
are so many Christians who are 
biblically illiterate. So when they 
come into a church and hear pastors 
preach the prosperity gospel, they 
buy it fully when there’s only partial 
truth to it.”

A year to the week after Demo-
crats held their national convention 
in Charlotte, the Baptists’ decision 
to meet in the city is fresh proof 
that “Charlotte is a convention city 
now,” said the Rev. Clifford Jones 
Sr., who pastors Friendship Mis-
sionary Baptist. “This is a thriving 
community that is mission-oriented. 
We are about making a difference in 
the quality of the lives of people.”

The National Baptist Convention 

Rev. Julius Scruggs DAVID T. FOS-
TER III 

N E w S  f R o M  t h E  w o R D

R E i g N i N g  A N N o u N C E M E N t S
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, Col-
lege Ministry will host an “Open Mic Night” Friday, Sept. 20, in the Family Life 
Center of the church. To enjoy and participate in an evening of hidden and 
known talents please call the church at 601.355.2670.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park Road, 
Flora, continues to host its Sensational September Celebrations with an an-
nual appreciation service to be held for Bishop Stanley Cavett and Mother 
Stephanie Cavett Sunday, Sept. 22, at 2 p.m. at the church. For more infor-
mation call (601) 879-3999.

On Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, Greater Mt. Calvary M.B. Church, located at 1400 
Robinson Street in Jackson, Miss. will honor First Responders, including law-
enforcement officers, firefighters, and emergency medical personnel from the 
metro area during our 10:30 morning worship service. The media is invited 
to attend.For more information, contact Dorothy Middleton at 352-8585 from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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By Rev. Nettie Ranel
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Tim Funk  
tfunk@charlotteobserver.com

traces its beginnings to the 1880s. 
Its annual sessions, such as this 
week’s in Charlotte, tend to be less 
about passing resolutions and more 
about meetings, preaching and mu-

sic. State Baptist groups will spon-
sor 32 breakfasts and lunches at 12 
Charlotte hotels.

Last year, meeting in Atlanta, 
the denomination did hold news 

conferences and pass resolutions 
condemning efforts in many state 
legislatures to enact laws requiring 
photo IDs to vote, limiting early 
voting and other measures. 



“According to the 
grace of God which 
is given unto me, as a 
wise master builder, 
I have laid the foun-
dation, and another 
buildeth thereon.  

But let every man take heed how he 
buildeth there upon.” (1 Corinthians 
3:10)

We are a part of a generation that 
is desperately in need of hearing from 
God. Words would fail to describe the 
seriousness of our time. The Apostle 
Paul summed it up this way in 2 Tim-
othy 3:13 when he wrote to the young 
minister Timothy: “But evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived.” Paul 
describes a very serious time, and we 
are in the midst of that time today.

The Church has a foundation. 
Some people refuse to recognize the 
foundation. Others, instead of build-
ing according to the foundation are 
changing their building. All these 
conditions are making life difficult for 
people to live right for God.

On what are we laying our founda-
tion? There is a foundation to be laid 
by us as individuals; and the life we 
live daily, proves the foundation we 
are laying. The Apostle Paul was not 
talking about laying just any founda-
tion, but he was speaking specifically 
of laying the one and only foundation.  

Christ, the great master teacher, de-
sires to instruct the entire world as to 
how they should build their lives. The 
manner in which you build your life is 
your own to enjoy at the end of life’s 
journey. Be assured that whatever 
foundation you are laying, the house 
is yours.

A building is only as solid as its 
foundation. The foundation of our 
lives is Jesus Christ; He is our base, 
our reason for being. Everything we 
are and do must fit into the pattern 
provided by Him. Are you building 
your life on the only real and lasting 
foundation or are you building on a 
faulty foundation such as wealth, se-

curity, success, or fame?
The Church (believers) must be 

built on Christ, not on any other per-
son or principle.  Christ will evaluate 
each believer’s contribution to the life 
of the Church and the Day of Judg-
ment will reveal the sincerity of each 
person’s work. God will determine 
whether or not they have been faithful 
to Jesus’ instructions.

Christ reminds us that there were 
two individuals who intended to 
build. One desired to build on the sand 
because it seemed that the foundation 
would be easily dug. The other was 
desirous to build on the rock, although 
it was hard to get the foundation dug; 
however, when the storms arrived, 
and the winds blew, we are told that 
the one who built on the rock was the 
one who stood. The one on the sand 
fell flat.

Please allow me to remind you 
that to build on Christ does not take 
our own material, it takes the material 
that Christ provides. He made the way 
known to us and the way of life we 
should live. Christ laid the foundation 
and he is the chief cornerstone. As we 
build, we build around Jesus, the cen-
ter of our lives. He is the one who in-

structed us in the way we should live.
As we go along life’s pathway, we 

should not be careless with the things 
we encounter. We are to be careful 
that we live according as God com-
manded. Holiness and righteousness 
are God’s desire. No way can an in-
dividual profess to be a child of God 
and live in an ungodly manner. He 
or she must live their lives according 
to the Word of God. His Word com-
mands, “Be ye Holy, for I am Holy 
and without Holiness, no man shall 
see the Lord.” We have no excuse of 
not having the material for the pur-
pose because Christ says to us, “My 
grace is sufficient for thee.” Paul said, 
“According to the grace of God I have 
laid the foundation.” He did not lay it 
according to his own ideas, his own 
understanding, or his own reasoning; 
he laid the foundation according to 
the grace of God. It takes the grace of 
God to continue to build on the foun-
dation.

How a leader deals with the cir-
cumstances of life tells you many 
things about his character. Adversity 
is a crossroad that makes a person 
choose one of two paths: character or 
compromise. Every time he chooses 

character, he becomes stronger, even 
if that choice brings negative con-
sequences. Anyone can say that he 
has integrity, but action is the real 
indicator of character. Your character 
determines who you are, even when 
others don’t see you. Who you are de-
termines what you see. What you see 
determines what you do.

When we follow God’s plan and 
keep Jesus as the foundation, we will 
be able to renew our love and service 
to Him and each other while continu-
ing to build His Church. Jesus is the 
chief cornerstone. How are you build-
ing?

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Crossroads Church of God in 
Farmhaven (Canton), Miss., and is 
married to Velma L. Green. He hon-
orably served in the U.S. Army for 
20 years. Presently, Rev. Green is a 
member of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God, Ander-
son, Ind. He serves as vice-chairman 
at the Southeastern Association of The 
Church Church of God, Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of September 5

1. Every Praise   Hezekiah Walker
2. Break Every Chain  Tasha Cobbs
3. If He Did It Before…Same God Tye Tribbett 
4. The Gift    Donald Lawrence
5. Clean This House  Isaac Carree
6. 1 On 1    Zacardi Cortez
7. Here In Our Praise  Fred Hammond-United Tenors
8. Testimony   Anthony Brown & group therAPy
9. God Will Make A Way  Shirley Caesar
10. A Little More Jesus  Erica Campbell

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Building according to the grace of God

This week, I 
celebrated an-
other birthday.    
It wasn’t a mile-
stone birthday 
like turning 21, 
30 or even 40 

years old. I was important to me 
because this year, I think I finally 
have the wisdom to embrace 
the fullness of my life and it’s 
all because of one simple song:   
“Golden” by Jill Scott.

The first time I heard the Jill 
Scott song, “Golden” I was 
hooked. To me, the lyrics were 
so simple and so inspiring. “I’m 
holding on to my freedom, Can’t 
take it from me, I was born into it 
and it comes naturally, I’m strum-
ming my own freedom, Playing 
the God in me Representing His 
glory, Hope He’s proud of me!  
I’m living my life like it’s gold-
en.” I thought what a great way 
of looking at life.

For a while, that was my mot-
to: When things happened that I 
didn’t like, I shook it off and kept 
singing that I was “living my life 
like it’s golden.” I even bought a 
gold colored purse to symbolize 
this new attitude.

Then, some not so golden 
things happened…all at once. I 
stopped singing the song because 
I no longer believed the words.    
My life wasn’t golden…it was 
dark…and nothing to sing about.    
But strangely, the darker the days 
got, it seemed like the louder I 
heard the song’s refrain: “Living 
my life like it’s golden.” How 
could my life be golden when 
things looked dreary?

I finally got that my idea of 

golden was different than God’s 
idea so I decided to look up what 
gold meant in the bible.

I found out that gold is men-
tioned in the Old Testament more 
than any other metal. Also, unlike 
other precious metals, gold will 
not lose any of its value, color, or 
properties when heated. Gold has 
greater value because it is harder 
to find than other metals. Found 
in small amounts in our blood, 
gold also symbolizes earthly 
riches.

But living a “golden” life as a 
single isn’t necessarily one full 
of riches and great success. It’s 
about realizing like Job said in 
Job 23:10 that God, “knows the 
way that I take; When He has 
tested me, I shall come forth as 
gold.” Living my Life like it’s 
golden means that I live without 
letting the impurities of discour-
agement and disappointment 
affect me. I pass those tests by 
focusing on who God has created 
me to be not who I feel I am at 
the time.

Living a golden life means that 
I’m willing to deal with the im-
purities in my life and, most im-
portantly, realize just how much 
value I have. Part of living a 
“golden” life is remembering that 
God sees us for who we are but 
loves us for who he created us to 
be.

Shewanda Riley is a Dallas-
based author who can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com or 
you can join her on Facebook.  
Mark your calendars 7th An-
nual Do the Write Thing Writing 
Conference is Oct. 11th and 12th 
in Hurst, Texas. For more infor-
mation, visit the writethingwork-
shop.com.

Living my life 
like it’s golden

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Correction: Series for “Control-
ling Your Anger Before It Con-
trols You” will begin 9/12/13.

PSA PSA
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CDL TRAINEES NEEDED!
• No Experience Required.
• Learn To Drive For US Xpress.
• Train and be Based Locally!
• Earn $800 Per Week After

Sponsored Training Program.

1-800-350-7364

CDL TRAINEES NEEDED!
• No Experience Required.
• Learn To Drive For US Xpress.
• Train and be Based Locally!
• Earn $800 Per Week After

Sponsored Training Program.

1-800-350-7364

CDL TRAINEES NEEDED!
• No Experience Required.
• Learn To Drive For US Xpress.
• Train and be Based Locally!
• Earn $800 Per Week After

Sponsored Training Program.

1-800-350-7364

CDI/US Xpress

PASS

3.556x2
48 Web

3.33x2
46 Web

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm

Drivers: OTR Needed Home Weekends, 
Great Pay & Quality Equipment. 

Class A CDL,Clean MVR 3 Years Exp Req. 
Health, Dental, RX, 401k, 

Call Jay @ 256-432-3944 Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm

HOUSE FOR RENT
Jackson - $350 mo.

Two (2) Bedroom, Walk in Closet
Utility Room, Walk-in Bath with 

Cabinets Top and Bottom 
Kitchen with Gas Stove, Plenty Cabinets 

Breakfast Bar, and Burglar Bars 
All the way Around

Call 601.668.2776



ENGLISH CONTAINER AUCTION
AND ESTATE AUCTIONS.

Columbia Auction Company. 2-4 Estate
Liquidations Every Month and one

English Container Auction Every Month.
For Details Or To Join Our Mailing List:

www.colauc.com or email
colauc@gmail.com 601-736-2522.

Jennings Gilmore, ML#452.

NOW HIRING FOR LUVATA: • Fin
Press Operator • Press Brake Operator •
Brazer • Expander. Accepting
Applications at our office, 3984 Hwy 51
South, Grenada, MS 38902. Effex
Management Solutions. 662-229-2060.

ATTENTION! Driver Trainees
Needed Now! No experience necessary.
KLLM needs entry-level semi drivers.
Premium equipment & benefits. Local
CDL training available. Call Today! 1-
800-350-7364.
CDL-A DEDICATED & REGIONAL
DRIVERS. Averitt Offers Excellent Benefits
and Hometime. CDL-A required. 888-
362-8608. Recent grads with a CDL-A,
1/5/weeks paid training. Apply online at
AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer.
DEDICATED DRIVING OPPORTUNI-
TIES for team and solo drivers. Quality
home time, steady miles, high earnings.
Enjoy Transport America’s great driver
experience! TAdrivers.com or 866-204-
0648.

DRIVER. TANGO TRANSPORT NOW
HIRING Company Drivers and Owner
Operators. Excellent Hometime. 401k.
Family Medical/Dental. Paid Vacations.
Apply online at www.drivefortango.com
or phone 877-826-4605.
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by Mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556. 
NEW PAY PACKAGE TRACTOR
OWNER OPERATORS. $1,500 Sign-On
Bonus, Tupelo, MS to Detroit, MI.
Reimbursement Tools, Scales $2,500 -
3,000 miles/week. 888-888-7996.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

A u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of September 1, 2013

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Deckhands | Culinary Cooks
Vessel Engineers

Towboat Pilots (Fleet & Line Haul)

Candidates must possess a minimum of a valid 
Driver’s License and High School Diploma/GED. 
Generous wages, bonus plan and advancement 

opportunities, along with a comprehensive 
benefit package, (paid retirement, 401K, 

medical, life & AD&D, etc.).

Interested candidates must apply on-line at: 
www.ingrambarge.com

EOE | M/F/V/D

Ingram Barge Co.,
the leader in the inland marine 
community has openings for:

Medicare
Supplements

LOW RATES!
“Plan F”

SIMMONS INSURANCE AGENCY
P.O. BOX 1605  Hattiesburg, MS 39401-1605

601-544-7770
Not Affiliated With Any Government Agency.

Male (Non Tobacco)
Age Mo/Premium
65        $118.00
70        $131.00
75        $157.00
80        $185.00

Female (Non Tobacco)
Age Mo/Premium
65        $103.00
70        $121.00
75        $146.00
80        $160.00

Rates may slightly vary according to zipcode.

NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS
WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call � One Order

One Check
Call  MS Press Services 

at 601-981-3060
For More Information!

Sep1_MCAN
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CALL NOW 1-800-542-4972CALL NOW 1-800-542-4972
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GET 1 FREE!
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Royal Windows and Siding
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Yazoo CVB

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**
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starting at only ...
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Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.
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mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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premium movie channel availability.
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Tri-Tandem & Single Axel Dumps, Roll Off  Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty 
Trucks, Lowboys, Dropdecks, Reefer & Van Trailers, Skidders, Feller Bunchers, 
Log Loaders, Farm Tractors, Crawler Tractors & Loaders, Hydraulic Excavators, 

Rock Trucks, Motor Grader & Scrapers, Wheel Loaders, Backhoes, Rollers & 
Brooms, Forklifts & Manlifts, Trenchers & Skid Steer Loaders

Live Internet Bidding
OVER 1200 ITEMS WILL BE SOLD 

For detailed listing & Photos, Go To: www.jmwood.com

2-Day Public Auction
Sept. 11,12, 2013 - 3475 Ashley Rd., Montgomery, Alabama

Bryant Wood 
AL LIC #1137 (334) 264-3265
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Brooms, Forklifts & Manlifts, Trenchers & Skid Steer Loaders
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Brooms, Forklifts & Manlifts, Trenchers & Skid Steer Loaders

Live Internet Bidding
OVER 1200 ITEMS WILL BE SOLD 

For detailed listing & Photos, Go To: www.jmwood.com

2-Day Public Auction
Sept. 11,12, 2013 - 3475 Ashley Rd., Montgomery, Alabama

Bryant Wood 
AL LIC #1137 (334) 264-3265

J.M. Wood Auction
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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LONGISTICS TRANSPORTATION
TEAM DRIVERS WANTED  in
 Memphis TN and Raleigh NC

•  Opportunity for 4200 miles or more a week
•  $1500 signing bonus
•  Fantastic pay and benefits
•  Quarterly Bonus and stop pay
•  Touch Free Freight
•  Pet Friendly
•  Husband and Wife teams welcome
Apply online at longistics.com or by 

Phone at 1-800-289-0082 

Must have:  CDL-A, 2 yrs 
OTR experience, clean 

criminal background, good 
MVR and CSA scores
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Last Thursday, Jackson State 
opened their 2013 season in the 
Mercedes Benz Superdome, home 
of the New Orleans Saints, but also 
home of the Tulane Green Wave. The 
Green Wave was less than hospitable 
to the Tigers on the field.

Although they were three hours 
away from the friendly confines of 
Veterans Memorial Stadium, Tiger 
fans made the trip with them. Jack-
son State looked to have more fans 
in the dome than Tulane. Could be 
Tulane fans didn’t respect the game 
enough to show up; could be their 
team hasn’t won anything significant 
since 2002.

One of the big questions going 
into the first game was who the start-
ing quarterback was going to be.  
LaMontiez Ivy, the redshirt freshman 
who turned heads last season, trot-
ted out to the field. Three plays later, 
he trotted off after having thrown an 
interception. Nothing to panic about, 

could have just been first game jitters.  
Jackson State will truly look at this 

game as the one that got away.  Let 
me explain. The offense committed 
six turnovers. In fairness, a few of 
those were late in the fourth quarter 
with the game already decided. But 
before then, Jackson State wasted 
opportunity after opportunity. On the 
offense that is. The defense played 
lights out most of the game.

The final score really isn’t an indi-
cator or just how well the “Darkside” 
defense played. The problem for 
them was getting off the field. The 
offense couldn’t sustain drives that 
lead to touchdowns. Except for the 
second quarter. Jackson State led off 
the second quarter with a great drive.  
A couple of deep passes and timely 
running put the Tigers inside the 5 
yard line. JSU rushes to the line but 
there was a personnel mixup, forcing 
them to burn a timeout. Fresh out of 
the timeout, JSU takes the ball, runs 
to the goaline, but fumbles just be-
fore crossing it! Tiger fans went from 

jubilation to frustra-
tion.

JSU gets another 
crack at it. Once 
again, they put Tu-
lane on their heels 
and get down the 
field. JSU is on the 
1 yard line; Ivy calls 

his own number and 
goes up for a quarter-
back sneak, a Tulane 
defender knocks the 
ball out of his hand be-
fore he can extend it.  
Tiger fans and the team 
became deflated.

At the half, the score 
was 20 to 0 when it ac-
tually should have been 
20 to 14. In the middle 
of the 3rd quarter, it 
happened. Quarterback 
Ivy was tackled by Tu-
lane defenders and he 
did not get up. Clayton 
Moore runs out to check 
on him along with most 
of the coaching staff.  
Several minutes later, a 
cart drives onto the field 
to take Ivy to the locker 
room. Instead of Moore coming into 
the game, junior quarterback Evan 
Fleming comes out. Fleming gave 
the Tigers a spark for a minute, but 
the turnover bug bit the Tigers again.

Moore has been nursing a back 
injury and Jackson State didn’t want 
to make it worse playing in a non-
conference game so they rested him.  
He has been cleared to play Saturday 
and is expected to start when Jack-
son State hosts Alabama State at 5 
p.m. at Memorial Stadium.

Ivy, however, is lost for the season 
due to his leg injury. A tough blow 
for him and the Tigers. Jackson State 
is looking into getting him a medi-
cal redshirt so that he will not lose a 
year of eligibility. Should be a good 
crowd for the W.C. Gordon Classic, 
which is the official name of the first 
Jackson State home game.

Tigers lose season opener and Ivy

Alcorn’s football attendance hits new high
Alcorn State, Miss. - According 

to NCAA football attendance report, 
in 2012, Alcorn State University 
ranked #17 among NCAA Division I 
Football Championship Subdivision 
(FCS) in accumulated attendance of 
its games that increased sharply to 
68,446 more than doubling the 2011 
attendance of 32,500. Alcorn also 
ranked #26 in average attendance 
(11,408) and #9 among HBCUs.

“We are so proud and thankful to 
our Braves’ fans that faithfully sup-
port their favorite football team,” 
stated Marcus Ward, vice president 
for institutional advancement. “As 
we enter a new football season, 
we look forward to Alcornites and 

friends continu-
ing and even 
improving this 
positive trend 
and by filling 
Spinks-Casem 
Stadium to ca-
pacity when the 
Braves play at 
home.”

Tickets are 
available at the 
ASU Ticket Of-
fice or at ticket-
master.com. For more information, 
call 601.877.6823 or 601.877.6822.

Alcorn State University is a pre-
mier comprehensive land-grant 
university that develops diverse stu-

dents into globally-competitive lead-
ers, and applies scientific research 
through collaborative partnerships 
that benefit the surrounding commu-
nities, state, nation, and world.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

16 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comseptember 5 - 11, 2013

Senior quarterback Zack Pendleton makes a 
great one handed catch

After the game the team lines up in front of the Sonic Boom as they 
play the school song

JSU fans are fired up at the dome

John McNabb and the defense getting after 
Tulane quarterback Nick Montana Lamontiez Ivy throwing a pass

Alcorn fans

Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 
complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Book Review:
“HigH PRice: 
A NeuRoscieNtist’s JouRNey of self-
DiscoveRy tHAt cHAlleNges eveRytHiNg 
you kNow ABout DRugs AND society”
ByDR. cARl HARt
  c.2013, HARPeRcolliNs    
   $26.99 / $28.99 Canada  •  340 pages
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Everything you believe is 
wrong. There are, for instance, 
no alligators living in the sew-
ers of New York. Elvis is not 
alive and living near a burger 
joint in Michigan. Head colds 
are not caused by walking in 
the snow. And the Tooth Fairy? 
Sorry.

So what do you know about 
drugs and the causes of addic-
tion? 

In the new book “High Price” 
by Dr. Carl Hart, you’ll be sur-
prised at recent revelations.

Growing up in “one of the 
roughest neighborhoods of Mi-
ami,” Carl Hart had all kinds 
of temptations at his finger-
tips. Still, he managed to resist 
many of them. That doesn’t 
mean, however, that Hart was 
a complete angel.

Guns were easy to get where 
he lived, and there was once a 

time when he wanted one for 
revenge-making. He and his 
friends shoplifted, dine-and-
dashed, and once held a gun on 
a white man for fun.

And he experimented with 
drugs - marijuana, cocaine, 
tobacco, and alcohol - even 
though he knew that those sub-
stances would poorly affect 
the basketball career he badly 
wanted.

When he didn’t get a bas-
ketball scholarship, Hart 
knew that his best option 
was to join the military, so 
he entered the Air Force and 
discovered that basic training 
was easy for an athlete from 
Miami who was used to hot-
weather activity.

He used that ease to challenge 
his fellow airmen, and he found 
his leadership abilities. And be-
cause he was trying to stay out 
of trouble - which meant avoid-
ing the brothers who wanted to 

smoke marijuana - he took his 
first college class.

Today, Hart’s career lies in 
the study of the effects of drugs 
on behavior, and because of his 
research, he has learned some 
surprising things about addic-
tion. For instance, the vast ma-
jority of cocaine use is outside 
the black community, and 80-
90 percent of cocaine users “do 
not develop problems with the 
drug.”

Furthermore, Hart believes 
that the solution to the drug 
problem - and, by extension, 
many of the other societal ills 
that befall inner cities - isn’t 
through a racially-motivated 
“war on drugs.” What’s need-
ed, he said, is for people - espe-
cially young adults - to have a 
“stake in our society.”

Though it tends to take a 
while to get to the point, “High 
Price” isn’t bad. Author and 
neuropsychopharmacologist 

Dr. Carl Hart uses his own 
life experiences and plenty 
of up-front truth to show 
how general perceptions of 
drug use and abuse is wrong, 
particularly when it comes 
to drugs and the black com-
munity.

This mixing of personal 
story and hard research is 
interesting and appealing, 
in part because Hart isn’t 
preachy and partly due to 
his unique history as some-
one who actually lived that 
which he’s trying to help oth-
ers avoid.

It took some effort for me 
to stay with this book at first, 
but I was ultimately glad I 
stuck around. And if you’re 
a reader who questions as-
sumptions, one who is tired 
of “experts” who don’t walk 
the walk, and you love a 
good biography, then “High 
Price” is a book I believe 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Be seated
4. Diamond features
10. Average (abbr.)
11. Ideal place
12. Alloy
13. Equate
14. Hound
16. East southeast
17. Association (abbr.)
18. Scottish “one”
20. “The __Cola”
22. Double-reed instrument
26. Cry
29. Possessors
31. Very tiny animal
33. Make lace
34. Opposite of Rancher
35. Roberto’s yes
36. Immerse
37. Compass point

ACROSS 
1. Dance
2. Crawling vines
3. Lone-Star State
4. Fire maker
5. Afloat (2 wds.)
6. Portable bed
7. Dueling sword
8. Binds
9. Equal
15. African antelope
19. Long time
21. Type of peace prize
23. Parlay (2 wds.)
24. Toothbrush brand
25. Sugar-free brand
26. Unhazardous
27. Asian nation
28. Star Trek Automoton’s
30. Jetty
32. Flightless bird

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Mae West

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Things may feel like they are moving 
in slow motion this week, but that is 
only because you are anxious to make
bold moves!

Your need to break free from rules and
restrictions this week may create a lot 
of stress in your life.

Though you are unusually energetic
today, it is hard for you to get 
anything done.

You are happiest this week when you 
do something creative which doesn't
involve trying to cooperate or conform 
to others' wishes.

This week you may be in a mood to relax
and enjoy some harmonious surroundings.

Your family and friends are a source 
of particular pleasure this week and 
you may wish to pamper them in some
special ways.

Appreciation for your home and a desire to
make it more beautiful or comfortable is
strong this week.

Overall energy, positive assertiveness rise
for a few days and may make up for other
lower points.

Where it's mixed with highs, be careful
not to overdo yourself, as the letdown
later may leave you drained.

If you are in an established intimate 
relationship, your love life could feel like 
a soap opera today.

Disentangle yourself from melodramas of
the heart, as tempting as it may be today
to pretend it's just a big game!

It may be hard to take care of yourself
this week when others at home or work
are insisting on getting the main attention.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
get youR cuRReNt News oNliNe At:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

International Gumbo Festival Revival returns 
to Smith Park in Downtown Jackson

Perry lays hands on Jakes following MegaFest

On September 28, 2013, the In-
ternational Gumbo Festival will 
officially return to Jackson for the 
gumbo cook off with “blind judg-
ing” to name the International 
Gumbo Festival Champion. The 
cook off will be accompanied with 
a day of live music performers.

Established in 1992, the Inter-
national Gumbo Festival moved 
to Smith Park, 302 Amite Street, 
in downtown Jackson, in 1995 and 
stayed there till 2003. In 2013, it 
returns to this same location known 
as a family-friendly green space in 
the heart of Jackson.

Musical acts hosted at previ-
ous festivals included Three Dog 
Night, David Allan Coe and Band 
Company. This year’s lineup  in-
cludes The Wild Magnolias, 
Honey Island Swamp Band, Good 
Enough For Good Times, Star and 
Micey, Jimbo Mathus and Tri-State 
Coalition and Southern Halo.

This year’s beneficiary is the 
Harold T. and Hal White Memo-

rial Scholarship. Festival plans call 
for Jackson and all of the state of 
Mississippi to come show their 
support.

Tickets are already on sale. For 
more information, visit the website 
www.jacksongumbo.com or go to 
www.facebook.com/International-
GumboFestival. There is still time 
to sign up as a Gumbo cook. Call 
Bill Bissell at (601) 832-3020 or 
email wsbissell@aol.com

In the wake of the incredible 
MegaFest event, put on by Bishop 
T.D. Jakes and his staff in Dallas this 
past weekend, something very inter-
esting happened Sunday morning at 
Jakes’ Potters House church.

“I’ve just been touched to give $1 
million,” Tyler Perry said in the Sun-
day morning service on the video. 
Perry then tells how he didn’t even 
know Jakes was building a youth 
center.

“God I don’t know what you’re 

doing but I heard your voice,” Perry 
said. “When you hear the voice of 
God, you move.”

Leading up to the million dollar 
donation and the laying of hands, 
Perry talked about being in atten-
dance at one of MegaFest’s biggest 
events, “Manpower,” and receiving 
a blessing. He also recalled how Pas-
tor Paula White asked him to write a 
check for $113…representing Psalm 
113. Well, Perry wrote his check for 
$113,000, describing how much he 
loves giving.

“When you have favor with…” 
Perry pointed to the ceiling, referenc-
ing the Lord.

“They don’t understand it in Hol-
lywood, but I’m going to tell you 
something about the blood of Jesus,” 
he continued to the enthusiastic audi-
ence. “My mother didn’t have much 
to give me. But she had Jesus.”

Perry attempted to hand the mi-
crophone back, but was urged to 
continue speaking and morphed in to 
preacher mode.

“Don’t worry about your enemy. 

Don’t worry about your hater. He 
will bless you. He will lift you,” 
Perry proclaimed. “Sometimes you 
spend too much time worrying about 
your haters.”

And then it happened, although 
it looked like it may have been pre-
planned, Perry began prophesying 
good things over Bishop Jakes’ life, 
and laid his hand on Jakes’ forehead 
as he leaned back seemingly under 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

“I pray his anointing will stay all 
over you,” said Perry. Perry lays hands on Jakes

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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September 4 - 10, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$169

FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

99¢
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS  BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$359

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CUBED  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$369

FRESH  LEAN

GROUND  
ROUND

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$269

FARMLAND  RIB

PORTIONS
10  LB.  BOX

$1199
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SPRING
WATER

24  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

$299

SAVE  ON

PEPSI PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CAN

5/$13
MISSION  PRIDE

SLICED
PEACHES

28  OZ.  CAN

$119

REAL  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BUTTER
1  LB. ....................................... 

2/$5
NESTLE  COOKIE

DOUGH
16 - 16.5  OZ. ...............................

2/$6
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BAR

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

$179

ASSORTED  CHOBANI 

YOGURT
6  OZ.  ...................................... 

$100

BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINK
59  OZ. .................................... 99¢

MC  KENZIE'S  CHUB

CORN
16 - 20  OZ. .................................

$100

FRESH  FROZEN  BABY

LIMA  BEANS
2  LB. ........................................

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ASSORTED

POTATOES
20 - 32  OZ. .................................. 

2/$3
MARY'S  B'S  FROZEN

BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ. .................................. 

2/$5
FREEZER  QUEEN  SELECT

ENTREES
28  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$4
HOT,  LEAN,  CROISSANT,  ASSORTED

POCKETS
2  CT.  9  OZ. ................................. 

2/$4

piggly wiggly

SWEET  NEW  CROP  
RED  OR  WHITE  SEEDLESS

GRAPES
PER  LB. 

$149

BAGGED  GALA  OR  GINGER  GOLD

APPLES
3  LB.  BAG

$299
FRESH

BROCCOLI
BUNCH

$199

YELLOW

ONIONS
3  LB.  BAG

$149

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
4  LB.

$199

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


