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Thousands rally across U.S. after Ferguson decision

By Sadie Gurman
The Associated Press

Thousands of people rallied late
Monday, November 24, 2014 in
U.S. cities, including Los Angeles
and New York to passionately but
peacefully protest a grand jury’s de-
cision not to indict a white police of-
Tcer who killed a black 18-year-old

in Ferguson, Mo.

They led marches, waved signs
and shouted chants of “hands up,
don’t shoot,” the refrain that has be-
come a rallying cry in protests over
police killings across the country.

The most disruptive demonstra-
tions were in St. Louis and Oakland,
Calif., where protesters fooded the

lanes of freeways, milling about
stopped cars with their hands raised
in the air.

Activists had been planning to
protest even before the nighttime an-
nouncement that Offcer Darren Wil-
son will not be charged in the shoot-
ing death of Michael Brown.

guson has infamed tensions and re-
ignited debates over police-commu-
nity relations even in cities hundreds
of miles from the predominantly
black St. Louis suburb.

For many staging protests Mon-
day, the shooting was personal, call-
ing to mind other galvanizing en-
counters with local law enforcement.

The racially charged case in Fer-

Police departments in several
major cities braced for large dem-
onstrations with the potential for the
kind of violence that marred nightly
protests in Ferguson after Brown’s
killing.

Demonstrators there vandalized
police cars and buildings, hugged
barricades and taunted offcers with

expletives Monday night while po-
lice fred smoke canisters and tear
gas. Gunshots were heard on the
streets and fres raged.

But police elsewhere reported that
gatherings were mostly peaceful fol-

No indictment
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Stewpot sanctuaries
In Jeopardy

CJ Lawrence, with Mississippi M.O.V.E., prepared to spend the night
November 1, in Poindexter Park on West Capitol Street, to raise funds
for the Stewpot’s emergency homeless shelters. Demonstrating what
will happen if the shelter closed, he and others bundled up against the
27 degree temperature as many homeless will do in the dead of winter.

PhOtO BY StEPhaNIE R. JONES

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Two sanctuaries for people in
need of immediate housing are soon
in danger of closing unless they re-
ceived a temporary reprieve.

The Billy Brumfeld Shelter, an
emergency shelter that houses up
to 60 homeless men per night, and
Matt’s House for women and chil-
dren were slated to close because
their parent operator, Stewpot Com-
munity Services, Inc., lost a sizable

grant and charitable donations have
declined.

Stewpot executive director Frank
Spencer said a group of local busi-
nessmen has donated $17,000 to
keep shelters that house homeless
individuals to remain open for one
month. Stewpot also received a
pledge of $55,000 from the sponsors
of the recent PGA Sanderson Farms

Stewpot
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Mayor Yarber addresses ‘... all those rumors’

Issues statement on Ferguson Grand Jury decision

By ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Today, Tuesday, November 25,
the family of Michael Brown and
the Grand Jury decision of Ferguson,
Mo., not to indict police office Dar-
ren Wilson for the shooting death of
Brown has prompted the release of
statements from the President of the
United States, to local civil rights or-
ganizations.

Mayor Tony Yarber issued the
following statement: “Our hearts go
out to the family of Michael Brown

and the entire Ferguson family. ...
The sad commentary is many Afti-
can Americans had no expectation
for there to be an indictment. There
must be a rush to restore trust in our
justice system for all Americans.

“This begins with an honest de-
bate about pervasive systemic faws
in the justice system all over the
country. We will be vigilant in Jack-
son to ensure that the rights of all
citizens are upheld.”

The day before at his weekly
press briefng, the mayor addressed

what he called “rumors from a small
group of insignifcants.” He said he
was in Austin, Texas, Friday, No-
vember 21, when he got a call that
some media representatives were at
city hall “waiting on the FBI to walk
me out.”

Yarber said he was in Austin
meeting with the Secretary of HUD
to further repair the relationship be-
tween the city of Jackson and HUD.
“Now those conversations with
HUD are not adversarial but conge-
nial.”

Yarber

Mayor
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Obama presents Presidential Medal of Freedom
posthumously to Chaney, Goodman and Schwerner

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - President
Barack Obama on Monday, Novem-
ber 24, 2014 bestowed America’s
highest civilian honor on trailblazers
in the arts, sports and politics, along
with a couple of entertainers who
are among his personal favorites.

The 18 notables who gathered
in the White House East Room to
receive the Presidential Medal of
Freedom left even the president
himself in awe. Obama said the cer-
emony is one of his favorite events
because it celebrates “people who
have made America stronger and
wiser and more humane and more
beautiful.”

The loudest applause came when
Obama gave posthumous medals
to family members of civil rights

workers James Chaney, Andrew
Goodman and Michael Schwerner,
who were slain in 1964 as they par-
ticipated in a historic voter registra-
tion drive in Mississippi, an era that
became known as Mississippi burn-
ing.

Other posthumous awards were
for choreographer Alvin Ailey and
Reps. Patsy Mink of Hawaii and Ed-
ward Roybal of California, founder
of the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus.

The president revealed that the
frst record he ever bought was by
honoree Stevie Wonder and con-
fessed a crush on honoree Meryl
Streep, gushing about her ability
to promote empathy on and off the
screen through charitable works.

The Presidential Medal of Free-

dom is reserved
for individuals
who have made
“meritorious
contributions”
to U.S. security,
world peace or
cultural endeav-
ors. Obama said
he took great
pleasure in be-

ing able to pres-
ent the award
to Ethel Kennedy, since it was her
brother-in-law the former president
who expanded and elevated the
honor more than a half century ago.

Others receiving the award in-
cluded NBC journalist Tom Bro-
kaw, author Isabel Allende, Native
American activist Suzan Harjo,

actress Marlo Thomas, economist
Robert Solow, former Rep. Abner
Mikva of Illinois, physicist Mildred
Dresselhaus and golfer Charlie Sif-
ford.

There also was a sustained cheer

Obama
Continued on page 5

Results Hinds County Judge runo
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“Bill” Skinner Il

Federal Judge
strikes down
Mississippi gay
marriage ban
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Zeta PhiBeta
celebrates 56th
Cotillion
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