
New Jerusalem Church started the week of 
Thanksgiving with a rousing performance Sunday 
in the sanctuary featuring national gospel artists 
Pastor Charles Perkins, Michelle Williams and By-
ron Cage.

Jackson was a stop on the Inspired People’s 
Holiday Praise: The Thankful Tour headlined by 
Perkins, pastor of Fellowship Church of Chicago.

New Jerusalem Pastor Dwayne K. Pickett said 
while he’s been in ministry for 20-plus years this 
was his first Christian concert of this type. “My folks 
went to blues concerts,” Pickett said. 

He and his wife, Tracy, stayed for the entire con-
cert, which had a packed house on their feet through-
out the performance.

Pickett gave the performance a thumbs-up at the 
end.

The performers made the evening even more spe-
cial for attendees who paid $20-$35 for tickets by 
mingling and taking cell phone photos with many 
before and after the concert.

Jenkins is an award-winning songwriter and pastor 
of the 8,000-member Fellowship Church founded by 
the Rev. Clay Evans in 1950. His radio smash “War” 
spent five weeks at No. 1 on Billboard’s Gospel Air-
play Chart and 55 weeks on the overall survey.

“It’s been an amazing year for us, and we’re all so 
thankful,” Jenkins said.

His song “Awesome” topped the Billboard 
Magazine Hot Gospel Songs chart for 22 weeks in 
2012 and won a BMI award in 2014 for more than 
100,000-lifetime radio spins.

Jenkins and his brother Carlton Jenkins went over 
the last-minute song lineup before the show, which 
was hosted by Charles Jenkins’ wife, Tyra Jenkins.

Cage, known as the “Prince of Praise” for such 
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he holidays are an ideal time to 
help those less fortunate.

But for one local church, helping 
those in need is a monthly opera-
tion of service.

Each month members of Vision 
Outreach Church and Ministries, 
located at 2893 Terry Road in south 
Jackson, along with Pastor Sandra 
Vaughn Rucker prepare and give 
meals to those less fortunate – par-
ticularly those who are homeless or 
living in group homes in the capital 
city.

Last Saturday, about 30 mem-
bers including children handed out 
canned drinks, bottled water and 

plates with spaghetti, green beans, 
corn, a roll, and a chocolate chip 

cookie to those living in group 
homes on Rose Street.

From there, members went to 
Smith Park in downtown Jackson, 
the Opportunity House, and Poind-
exter Park to give more food along 
with blankets and comforters to the 
men. Whenever food is leftover 
from those stops, plates are taken to 
the train and bus stations.

For nearly four years Vision Out-
reach has made the monthly outings 
in an effort to not only feed people 
but to minister to them and share 
the love of God with them.

“God placed it in my heart when 
He planted me in the church. I 
have a heart, and I have a heart like 
Christ. I want to be able to help 

somebody,” said Vaughn Rucker.
“This is what ministry is all 

about. It’s awesome that He has 
given us four walls to preach in, but 
it is marvelous when He tells us in 
his word that we must go out into 
the highways and byways and com-
pel them to come. Expressing and 
showing love will bring them in.”

Latest statistics on homeless-
ness in Mississippi from the point-
in-time count that took place Jan. 
25 of this year show that there are 
more than 1,600 homeless house-
holds in the state with some living 
in emergency shelters, transitional 

During the holidays, Jackson Po-
lice step up surveillance to help citi-
zens feel and stay safe, particularly 
while shopping.

But recent shootings and murders 
in the capital city may have resi-
dents more leery about venturing 
out, and JPD Chief Lee Vance ac-
knowledges those concerns.

“I can certainly understand how 
it can make people on edge,” Vance 

said. 
This week the Police Department 

will once again implement its Op-
eration Safe Shop campaign. Dur-
ing the campaign, JPD officers with 
blue-lights flashing will have an in-
creased presence in different shop-
ping areas in the city and/or areas 
that attract opportunistic criminal 
activity.

The campaign targets the city’s 

four geographical precincts with 
officers on both foot and mobile 
patrols. The hope is that with of-
ficers nearby, criminals will have 
less of a chance to commit crimes, 
and if they do, officers will have 
a quicker response in order to ap-
prehend suspects. Officers will also 

Millsaps College senior Ericka 
M. Wheeler is a double major in 
English and history who has plans 
to become a physician after watch-
ing her grandfather suffer from 
Alzheimer’s disease. Her journeys 
so far have taken her from Missis-
sippi to Cambodia and Cuba and 
her next stop will be England, as a 
Rhodes Scholar.

Millsaps announced Saturday 
that Wheeler, who is the first Af-

rican-American woman from Mis-
sissippi to claim the prestigious 
honor, has been chosen as one of 
32 U.S. men and women who will 
enter Oxford University next fall 
for postgraduate study

“I’m shocked and overwhelmed 
right now,” she said by telephone 
following her finalist interview 
Saturday in Birmingham, Ala. “I 
couldn’t believe it when they an-
nounced it. I’m still trying to pro-
cess it.”

Wheeler, who plans to attend 

medical school later, said she will 
study medical anthropology at the 
English university.

The Rhodes Trust had not yet 
announced the full list of winners 
late Saturday for the scholarships, 
which pay all expenses for two or 
three years of study.

Wheeler, who wrote a thesis 
tracing how police brutality and 
race have been treated in fiction 

Members of Vision Outreach Church and Ministries await individuals to give meals to on Rose Street in Jackson. PHOTOS BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

Pastor Sandra Vaughn Rucker 
greets Nathan Jefferson at Smith 
Park Saturday. 
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100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc. holds its 25th anniversary 
scholarship celebration. See photos on page 5.
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RECOGNIZING World AIDS DAY
Mississippi Faith In Action partners with The Mississippi Link Newspaper 

for HIV/AIDS TESTING at area churches, Sunday, Nov. 29
and

 Conversation with the Community HIV/AIDS Awareness Breakfast, Tuesday, Dec. 1
Everyone should get tested – It’s simple 

Attend any one of these churches Sunday, Nov. 29, to be tested:
Hanging Moss Church of Christ

5295 Hanging Moss - 10 a.m.

Antioch Baptist Church 
175 Richardson Dr. - 8 a.m.

Anderson United Methodist
6205 Hanging Moss - 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.

Cathedral AME Zion 
428 W. Northside Drive - 8 a.m.

Breakfast at The Manship Restaurant, Dec. 1 
1200 North State St., Jackson 

8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
(Free breakfast for first 50 to RSVP at 601-940-3361)

Breakfast Keynote Speaker: Rev. Alyn E. Waller 
Pastor, Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church

Philadelphia, PA
(Table-top discussions with moderators at each table)

Students, Faith Leaders, Health Officials and the Community at large encouraged to attend!



conduct high visibility patrols on 
main roadways leading to and 
away from high traffic business 
locations.

But even with the increased 
police presence, Vance said there 
are tips citizens can take to not be-
come a target of criminals during 
the holiday shopping season.

“Our recommendations are 
pretty standard. Shop in groups, 
especially after dark. Do not leave 
valuables in plain view (inside of 
vehicles) … prefer you put them 
in the trunk,” said Vance, who not-
ed how criminals will case cars in 
an attempt to jimmy doors open to 
steal items. 

Operation Safe Shop is in its 
10th year of operation and has 
been very successful in minimiz-
ing crime, according to Vance. 
The program will begin Thanks-
giving night and continue until 
after Christmas.

In addressing the recent crimes 
in the city, particularly the mur-
der of Broderick Smith, who was 
killed during an armed robbery at 
O’Reilly Auto Parts on Livingston 
Road Nov. 18, Vance said, “What 
this calls for is for the city to unite. 
We have to work together.

“We need the public’s help. 
Somebody knows. They (those re-
sponsible for Smith’s death) have 
told somebody. Just give us some 
clues. We don’t want to put any-
one in harm’s way,” Vance said.

Once caught, the person or per-
sons responsible for Smith’s death 
will likely face capital murder 

charges.
Anyone with tips in the case can 

report them anonymously by call-
ing (601) 355-TIPS (8447).

Ward 3 City Councilman Ken-
neth Stokes recently told media 
outlets that he believes the recent 
crimes are the effects of “drugs, 
dope, people getting hooked.” 
Stokes is planning a mental health 
forum at 2 p.m. Sunday at City 
Hall to allow residents to voice 
their concerns about crime and 
talk about how mental illness is 
playing a role in crime. 

Zebulum James, 22, a Jackson 
State University engineering stu-
dent, was denied bond Monday. 
James is accused of killing Su-
zanne Hogan, 48, in north Jackson 
and Kristy Lynn Mitchell, 49, in 
Ridgeland Nov. 19. His family has 
reported that he has a mental ill-
ness.

“Throughout the city we have 
witnessed the increase of mental 
health issues,” said Stokes, refer-
ring to seeing people walking the 
streets of Jackson talking to them-
selves. He recently witnessed a 
man walking the street and “fight-
ing the air.”

At the forum, behavioral experts 
have been invited to speak about 
mental illness and its effects. Fam-
ily members of those with mental 
illness are also scheduled to speak.

“Let’s find out what needs to be 
done,” Stokes said. “The state has 
a role to play. There should be a 
place where these people should 
be taken care of.”

since the 1930s, attended Green-
wood High School for two years, 
followed by her junior and senior 
year at the Mississippi School of 
Math and Science in Columbus.

Millsaps President Robert 
Pearigen said Wheeler’s devotion 
to Mississippi’s Delta region is 
part of what makes her special.

“She encountered some of the 
greatest poverty and starkest ra-
cial divisions found in the devel-
oped world,” Pearigen said in a 
statement. “She is bound to the 
place by a sense of duty but is 
motivated to care for it by a love 
for its people.”

Wheeler said she was inspired 
to become a physician after 
watching her grandfather suffer 
from Alzheimer’s disease. Since 
his death, she’s worked with oth-
er Alzheimer’s patients to write 
down their life stories, producing 
documents for their families.

Wheeler credited the impe-
tus for her application to history 
Professor Robert McElvaine. As 
a student of McElvaine, Wheeler 
traveled to Vietnam and Cambo-
dia after her freshman year and to 
Cuba after her sophomore year.

“I remember him saying the 
chances weren’t very great at all, 

but it would be good process to 
go through,” Wheeler said. “They 
didn’t want to get my hopes up.”

Millsaps said Wheeler would 
be the sixth student from the 
Methodist-affiliated college 
to become a Rhodes Scholar. 
Spokesman John Sewell said the 
most recent winner at the college, 
which has fewer than 1,000 stu-
dents, was Kenneth Townsend. 
That 2004 graduate is now spe-
cial assistant to Pearigen and an 
assistant professor of political 
science.

The most recent Mississip-
pi resident to win was Donald 
“Field” Brown, a 2013 Mississip-
pi State University graduate. Like 
many colleges, Millsaps grooms 
candidates for prestigious post-
graduate scholarships. Only the 
University of Mississippi, with 
25, has produced more Rhodes 
Scholars in the Magnolia State.

Rhodes Scholarships were cre-
ated in 1902 by the will of Brit-
ish philanthropist Cecil Rhodes. 
Winners are selected on the basis 
of high academic achievement, 
personal integrity, leadership po-
tential and physical vigor. The 
value of the scholarships aver-
ages about $50,000 per year.

The Fine Arts Department at 
Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity will present its fourth an-
nual Christmas choral concert, 
O Holy Night: A Celebration of 
Love, Unity, and Peace at 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 1. in the H. G. Car-
penter Auditorium on the Itta 
Bena campus.

The Christmas choral tradi-
tion is patterned after the Fes-

tival of Nine Lessons and Car-
ols, a Christian worship service 
traditionally held at Christmas 
time.  The story of the fall of hu-
manity, the promise of the Mes-
siah, and the birth of Jesus is 
told in nine short Bible readings 
interspersed with singing and 
poetry.  More than 500 attended 
last year’s concert.

“We live in troubled times,” 
says Dr. John Weiss, MVSU 

choir director.  “Poverty, hunger, 
and conflicts of religious and 
political ideologies are global 
problems.  Christmas is a time 
when people can pause to reflect 
on what we have in common.  
O Holy Night… is the perfect 
opportunity to do that.  I am 
proud of Valley’s choirs. They 
were recently invited to per-
form at Carnegie Hall in New 
York, N.Y., and they were voted 

Favorite Musical Group by the 
readers of the Greenwood Com-
monwealth in the 2015 People’s 
Choice Awards.  I cordially in-
vite all to attend this unique 
event and usher in the spirit of 
the season.”

Rather than strictly adhere 
to its British origins, MVSU’s 
“O Holy Night…” incorpo-
rates some musical styles more 
closely associated with the Mis-

sissippi Delta – gospel and spiri-
tual – in addition to contempo-
rary classical, vocal jazz, and 
traditional carols, hymns, and 
solos.  Poetry by Maya Ange-
lou and Langston Hughes adds a 
contemporary perspective to the 
biblical verses. 

Guest readers include MVSU 
President William B. Bynum Jr., 
Sen. David Jordan; local Mayors 
Carolyn McAdams, Greenwood; 

Thelma Collins, Itta Bena; and 
Steven Rosenthal, Indianola; the 
Rev. Dr. Calvin Collins of New 
Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
in Greenwood; Greenwood Fire 
Chief Marcus Banks; and dis-
tinguished MVSU faculty and 
alumni.

Also appearing will be the 
Gentry High School Choir from 
Indianola under the direction 
of  Harvey Jackson Jr.
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housing or on the streets – un-
sheltered.

As for homeless individuals 
in Jackson, Heather Ivory, busi-
ness administrator and grant 
writer for Stewpot in Jackson, 
says on any given night there 
are 500-700 homeless people in 
the city.

Church members prepared 
200 plates of food for last Sat-
urday’s outings. Since they go 
out so frequently to be a bless-
ing to the hundreds in need, 
there’s no need to make a huge 
announcement when they ar-
rive at the different locations 
each month.

When they arrived at Rose 
Street Saturday, no one was re-
ally around initially to accept 
the food. But after a few min-
utes, one by one men walked 
up as word quickly spread that 
Vision Outreach had arrived. 
When accepting the food, they 
were each told “God loves you 
and God bless you” by church 
members.

At Smith Park, Vaughn Ruck-
er got a chance to talk with Na-
than Jefferson, a man who she’s 
gotten to know quite well since 
the church has been helping the 
homeless. Jefferson is grateful 
for the food and love the church 
members offer monthly.

“I couldn’t ask for nothing 
better,” Jefferson said. “A lot 
of these guys need exactly what 
they (church members) are do-
ing. I always tell them, they 
might get something they might 
not like but look, they (church 
members) don’t have to do this. 
God puts this on their heart to 
come out here and do this. (He) 
provides for them so that you 
can have … so you can’t ques-
tion that.

“I’m very grateful for every-
thing He (God) does for me. 
I’ve been at the top, and I was 

so arrogant. He put me down 
here on this ground and made 
me realize what life is really 
about, how you can struggle 
just to get what your getting.”

“It would be rough (without 
this help) cause they come out 
all the time, not just the holi-
days.” Jefferson expressed how 
it’s been a constant struggle 
for him to keep a roof over his 
head, but “that smile on her 
(Vaughan Rucker) face does it. 
I love her to death.”

Charlie Robinson and his 

wife, LaKeshia, have been 
members of the church for al-
most four years and participate 
each month.

“We like to see smiles on 
people’s faces, and we like giv-
ing back what God gave to us,” 
Charlie said. “We have a lovely 
pastor. She leads us in the right 
direction. She gives us that 
tough love, that’s what matters 
the most.”

“It’s gifted in our hearts to 
take care of the people that’s 
not fortunate like us,” LaKeshia 

said. “It’s so much happen-
ing around us; people robbing 
and killing, and it just hurts 
my heart. But we as people of 
God have to look out for one 
another. We do this because it’s 
generous. When I’m down our 
pastor always lifts us up. We 
love her to death. We got her 
back all the way.”

During next month’s outings, 
church members will also give 
toiletries in Christmas stock-
ings to the men in addition to 
food and blankets. 

“I just feel in my heart that 
we as people of God need to 
reach out to God’s people. It’s 
very, very simple in that when 
we are called, we are quali-
fied,” Vaughn Rucker said. “If 
we can just reach out and touch 
somebody when we are feeding 
or somebody wanting to know 
who Jesus is in the pardon of 
their sins, this is what this is all 
about.”

Before leaving Smith Park, 
the pastor said a heartfelt good-
bye to Jefferson.

“Alright Nate, be good, know 
that we love you now.” 

She’ll probably see him next 
month.

songs as  “I Will Bless the 
Lord” and “The Presence of 
the Lord,” was battling a sinus 
infection that left him cough-
ing but went on to deliver an 
inspiring performance any-
way. 

“I’m glad to be in a city 
where people know the gospel 
and know God,” said Cage, a 
Detroit native who now lives in 
Atlanta. “Despite the cough, I 
know I am here by faith in his 
name to go forth and perform 
tonight.”

Grammy winner Williams, 
formerly of Destiny’s Child, 
drew the audience in with her 
testimony of growing up in 
the Church of God In Christ 
and deciding to sing secular 
music. She said while her ca-
reer with the group was all that 
many would wish for she went 
through a period of depression, 
part of what led to her decision 
to go back to her roots.

Williams said she felt some-
thing missing in her life.

She said she always did a 
gospel song when performing 
with the group, “Steal Away to 
Jesus” (a Shirley Ceasar clas-
sic) and was always amazed at 
how people would get the mes-
sage of that song.

She inspired the crowd with 
her hits “Fire” and “Believe in 
Me.”

“I had come to believe what 
people were telling me, chas-
ing what others said it took to 
be successful instead of listen-
ing to God,” said Williams, 
who was dressed in a sequined 
two-piece skirt set and 5 or 
6-inch platforms. 

Perkins took the stage for 

a duet with Kevin Vasser and 
ended his performance along-
side Chandra Wise of 97.7 FM, 
which sponsored the concert.

Perkins had the crowd on its 
feet with his youthful style of 
praise.

He also shared his testimony 

as did Williams and Cage.
“You can look at people and 

have no idea what they’ve been 
through by what they look like 
now,” Perkins said.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 454-0372.
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Members of Vision Outreach Church and Ministries gather at Smith Park Saturday.

LaKeshia Robinson gives a soda to a man in need.

New Jerusalem Church hosted the Inspired People’s “Holiday Praise: The Thankful Tour” Sunday. 
Pictured are Pastor Charles Perkins, Michelle Williams, Tracy Pickett and Pastor Dwayne K. Pickett Jr., 
and Byron Cage.

Chandra Wise of 97.7 FM performs with Pastor Charles Jenkins.

“Prince of Praise” Byron 
Cage performs at the Inspired 
People’s “Holiday Praise: The 
Thankful Tour” Sunday at New 
Jerusalem Church.

MVSU to present 4th annual Christmas choral concert
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Turkey fryers pose fire risk 
Special to The Mississippi Link

Thanksgiving isn’t a holiday 
most people associate with burn 
injuries, apart from minor burns 
from wrestling a turkey out of the 
oven.  But deep-frying turkeys is 
definitely a burn hazard.  Further, 
turkey fryers can increase the 
already high number of holiday 
house fires.   

Paramedics at AMR in 
Jackson say the following safety 
tips from the Burn Institute 
(www.burninstitute.org) will help 
prevent serious injuries and 
property loss from turkey fryers.

NEVER leave turkey fryers 
unattended.

KEEP fryers away from 
combustible materials and never 
use them in a garage or under a 
carport.  Keep them outdoors in a 
clear area.  

ALWAYS place fryers on a flat, 
stable surface.

NEVER overfill the fryer.  
Overfilling is a leading cause of 
burns and fires.

ALWAYS follow the 
fryer manufacturer’s re-
commendations for use.

Instructions with the fryer will 
tell you what kind of oil to use, 
how much oil to put into the fryer 
and how hot the oil should be.
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New Stage Theatre’s tradition-
al holiday gift to the community – 
A Christmas Carol – opens Dec. 4 
and runs through Dec. 20. Curtain 
times for public performances are 
7:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. on Sundays. 
The production is sponsored by 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mis-
sissippi and the Sam E. and Bur-
nice C. Wittel Foundation.

“As part of the 50th Anniver-
sary celebration, we are present-
ing a version of the Dicken’s 
classic tale, adapted by New 
Stage Theatre’s first artistic di-
rector Ivan Rider,” said Artistic 
Director Francine Thomas Reyn-
olds. “In its 50 year history, New 
Stage has presented A Christmas 
Carol 21 times and 16 of those 
productions have used the Rider 
adapted script. His interpretation 
of Carol presents a beautiful story 
of redemption. This production 

recognizes that any miracle – 
Christmas or otherwise – benefits 
everyone. That’s a fitting context 
for Tiny Tim’s enthusiastic ex-
clamation…God bless us, every-
one!”

The play is set in Victorian 
London, but there is a clear focus 
on transformation, redemption 
and most of all second chances. 
The cast consists of 23 children 
and adults, led by David Spencer 
as Ebenezer Scrooge, who will 
bring the audience back to the old 
streets of London, with music and 
visits by the Ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Present and Future.

Directed by Turner Crumbley, 
this year’s cast features famil-
iar faces and new talent. Cast 
members include David Spencer 
(Jackson) as Scrooge, Neill Kelly 
(Ridgeland) as Bob Cratchit, Joe 
Frost (Jackson) as Fred, Lauren 
Gunn (Jackson) as Christmas 

Past, Sharon Miles (Hattiesburg) 
as Christmas Present, Michael 
Glavan (New York) as Young 
Scrooge, Allison Heinz (Jack-
son) as Kate, Mandy Kate Myers 
(Pearl) as Mrs. Fezziwig, Kerri 
Courtney Sanders (Pearl) as Old 
Sara, Belle and Mrs. Cratchit, 
Chloe Vizier (Jackson) as Tiny 
Tim, Eric Eaton (Ridgeland) 
as Marley and James Anderson 
(Bolton) as Mr. Fezziwig. Spen-
cer and Glavan appear through 
the courtesy of Actors’ Equity 
Association.

Other cast members include 
Larry Wells (Jackson), Matthew 
Denton (Jackson), Chris Ambrose 
(Jackson), Keri Horn (Brandon), 
Bri Thomas (Jackson), Cam-
ryn Sullivan (Pearl), Justin Bell 
(Jackson), Lucie Farese (Madi-
son), Marshall Robertson (New-
ton), Rachel Regan (Terry), and 
Joe Carroll (Jackson).

Tickets can be purchased at 
the box office, located inside the 
Jane Reid Petty Theatre Center, 
charged by phone by calling the 
theatre at (601) 948-3531 or or-
dered online at www.newstageth-
eatre.com. All SchoolFest Mati-
nee dates are Sold Out.
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A Christmas Carol 
runs from Dec. 4-20

The 100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc.’s 25th Anniversary 
Scholarship/Mentoring Celebration was held Nov. 14, at the 
The Walter Payton Recreation and Wellness Center at Jackson 
State University. The theme was “We Serve to Lead ...We Lead 
to Serve.” Guest speaker was Samuel Walker, a civil rights ac-
tivist of Selma, Ala.

The 100 BMJ serve as mentors for students of Jackson Public 
Schools. The mentees were the mantel piece for the banquet as 
they served in the following capacities: welcome, occasion, in-
vocation, history of the 100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc., presen-
tation of $2,500 scholarships to Alcorn State University, Christ 
Missionary and Industrial College, Hinds Community College, 
Jackson State University, Mississippi Valley State University, 
Piney Woods School, Rust College and Tougaloo College.

The mentees presented success stories of the 100 BMJ, intro-
duced the guest speaker and rendered the benediction. 

The national president of the 100 Black Men of America, 
Inc., Brian Pauling, and the national vice president of 100 Black 
Men of America, Inc., Beverly Ferguson, were on the program 
for the celebration.

Pauling presented Leroy Walker with the 2015 Mentor of the 
Year pin. Walker won this national award earlier in the year but 
his pin was lost.

100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc. mark 25th scholarship celebration
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Jackson Public School students who are mentees of 100 BMJ are (from left) Christopher Wilson, Hardy Middle School; Tommie Scott, Provine High; Landyn 
Smith, Powell Middle; Jalen Miller, Rowan Middle; Jordan Moncure, Walton Elementary; Sullivan Blackmon, Walton Elementary; Emmanuelle Harris, Lanier 
High; Samuel Walker, guest speaker; Derrious Brewer, Provine High; Kobi Blair, Brown Elementary; Amari Brown, Bailey APAC; Monterrius Harris, Walton 
Elementary; Robbye Odom, Hardy Middle; Gregory Chatman, Hardy Middle; Rickey Jones, vice president of 100 BMJ); Jaylon Rogers, Walton Elementary; 
Jaylon Lampkin, Rowan Middle; and Timothy Allen, Powell Middle.

Sam Walker, a civil rights activist from Selma, Ala., was 
the guest speaker.  

Brian Pauling is the national president of 100 
Black Men of America, Inc.  The Cotton Blossom Singers of Piney Woods School directed by Chandra James performed at the event. 

Members of the 100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc. are (front row, from left) Marvel A. Turner, Richard Middleton III, Barnett Taylor, Jr., LeRoy G. Walker. Jr., 
Brian Paulin, Donnell Lewis, J.R. Jones, Robert L. Gibbs, Shelton J. Swanier, Leslie-Burl McLemore. Members on second row (from left) are John E. 
Hardy, Oree Jackson, Kevin Wilson, Carl L. Newman, George A. Mumford, Darryl A. Wilson, Terry Woodard, Johnny V. Donaldson, Jeff A. Wolfe, Harvey 
Johnson Jr., Lee Bush, George S. Smith, Kodi D. Hobbs. Members on third row are (from left) Brian D. Burns, Roy L. DeBerry Jr., Michael Walker, Brian 
K. Johnson, Anthony J. Holloman, Amos Ellis Jr., Michael D. Booker, Dwayne Thompson, Leroy Roberts, Jimmy C. Buchanan, Zachery S. Williams. 
Members on fourth row are (from left) Neddie Winters, Rickey L. Thigpen, Winston Ford, James C. Bryant, Clarence Webster III, Leroy Sawyer, Edgar M. 
Lewis, Rickey Jones, Marino A. Bruce, Stevenson Denham, Albert D. Leason and Michael A. Yant.

Mississippi Link Newswire

JSU presents Black Nativity
Jackson State University Theatre will present Black Nativity Dec. 3-6 at 
the Rose E. McCoy Auditorium on campus. Black Nativity, a play that 
tells the Christmas story through gospel song, poetry and dance, is an 
uplifting, soul-stirring, roof-raising musical celebration. It was written by 
poet, playwright and social activist Langston Hughes in 1961. The play will 
be directed by Mark G. Henderson. General admission is $10. Admission 
for students with identification and senior adults is $5. Group discounts are 
available. For more information call (601) 979-2426. To purchase tickets 
call (601) 979-5956.

Sharon Miles (from left), Chloe Vizier, Neill Kelly, Briana Thomas, Justin Bell, Camryn Sullivan, Kerri 
Courtney Sanders, and Lucie Farese perform in the classic production.



Pfizer and Allergan are join-
ing in the biggest buyout of the 
year, a $160 billion stock deal 
that will create the world’s larg-
est drugmaker.

It’s also the largest so-called 
inversion, where an American 
corporation combines with a 
company headquartered in a 
country with a lower corporate 
tax rate, saving potentially mil-
lions each year in U.S. taxes.

Pfizer, which makes the cho-
lesterol fighter Lipitor, will 
keep its global operational 
headquarters in New York. 
But the drugmaker will com-
bine with Botox-maker Aller-
gan as a company that will be 
called Pfizer Plc. That company 
would have its legal domicile 
and principal executive offices 
in Ireland.

The combination will es-
sentially be Pfizer “but with 
a lower tax rate,” wrote Bern-
stein analyst Dr. Tim Anderson. 
He said he expects a tax rate of 
about 18 percent after the deal, 
which compares to Pfizer’s cur-
rent rate of 25 percent.

Several U.S. drugmakers 
have performed inversions 
through acquisitions in the past 
several years, in part to escape 
higher U.S. corporate tax rates. 
The list of companies includes 
Allergan, which still runs much 
of its operation out of New Jer-
sey, and the generic drugmaker 
Mylan.

Last year, Pfizer unsuccess-
fully tried to buy British drug-
maker AstraZeneca Plc in a 

roughly $118 billion deal that 
would have involved an inver-
sion. Those talks eventually 
collapsed when the two sides 
couldn’t agree on a price.

U.S. efforts to limit inver-
sions have so far proven inef-
fectual.

Last year, the U.S. Treasury 
Department initiated new regu-
lations designed to curb the fi-
nancial benefits of inversions. 
The rules bar certain techniques 
that companies use to lower 
their tax bills and tighten own-
ership requirements.

The issue has become politi-
cal heading into the presidential 
election.

Billionaire investor Carl 
Icahn recently announced that 
he was setting up a $150 mil-
lion super PAC bent on revis-
ing U.S. corporate tax law and 
ending the practice, ratcheting 
up political pressure even more.

Aside from a lower tax bill, 
the Allergan acquisition would 
give Pfizer brand-name medi-
cines for eye conditions, infec-
tions and heart disease. They 
would join Pfizer’s extensive 

portfolio of vaccines and drugs 
for cancer, pain, erectile dys-
function and other conditions.

The deal would enable Pfiz-
er, the world’s second-biggest 
drugmaker by revenue, to sur-
pass Switzerland’s Novartis 
AG and regain the industry’s 
top spot.

Pfizer has done three size-
able deals since 2000 to boost 
revenue, and the Allergan offer 
comes as generic competition 
to blockbuster drugs like Lipi-
tor is expected to cut Pfizer’s 
sales by $28 billion from 2010 
through next year.

Allergan shareholders will 
receive 11.3 shares of the com-
bined company for each of their 
shares, while Pfizer stockhold-
ers will get one share of the 
combined company. The deal is 
valued at $363.63 per Allergan 
share.

The Allergan deal is expect-
ed to close in the second half 
of 2016. Pfizer stock owners 
will hold an approximately 56 
percent stake in the combined 
company, while Allergan share-
holders will own the remaining 
44 percent.
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HOUSTON – Arian Foster 
was in a bad place, drinking 
heavily to self-medicate and 
deal with the problems in his 
life.

The Houston Texans running 
back knew he needed help but 
was reluctant to seek it because 
of the stigma surrounding men-
tal health issues. He overcame 
that fear, sought therapy and it 
changed his life.

“It just got to a point where 
I just threw my hands in the air 
and I was like: ‘This is going to 
kill me,’” Foster said. “So I went 
and got help and it was the best 
decision I ever made.”

Now that he’s embraced the 
benefits of counseling, Foster 
has joined the Jets’ Brandon 
Marshall’s PROJECT 375, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to eradicating the stigma sur-
rounding mental illnesses and 
disorders. Foster is the first of 
what Marshall hopes will be-
come a group of athletes, enter-
tainers and business leaders who 
will talk openly about the issue 
as members of what he calls the 
organization’s founders circle.

Marshall, a receiver for the 
New York Jets, was diagnosed 
with borderline personality dis-
order in 2011 when he sought 
treatment after off-the-field is-
sues threatened to derail his NFL 
career. He and his wife, Michi, 
formed the organization and 
dedicated themselves to helping 
others with mental illnesses.

Doing this gave Marshall pur-
pose and looking back he’s so 
thankful he received his diagno-
sis and treatment when he did.

“I had a chance to lose my 
wife, possibly my career, and 
that would have been a lot, espe-
cially at the age of 27. I probably 
wouldn’t have been able to cope 
and deal with that,” Marshall 
said. “So I’m glad that we took 
the proper steps, did the work, 
and now we’ve gone from pa-

tient to provider.”
Foster and Marshall sat down 

for a deeply personal chat to 
mark the running back’s partner-
ship with PROJECT 375. Mar-
shall asked the questions and 
Foster was open and shockingly 
candid.

Foster said he grew up in a 
home with domestic violence 
where there wasn’t enough food 
at times. When he made it to the 
NFL, he found a whole new set 
of problems related to money 
and whom to trust.

“It’s just so much pressure 
and nobody tells you how to 
deal with it,” Foster said.

He didn’t see counseling as an 
option.

“I was drinking heavily,” he 
said. “I’m not proud of it. But 
it was something that helped 
me because it was numbing and 
what I found out, which was ex-
tremely powerful, was the emo-
tions that you numb you can’t 
be selective with. So you also 
numb everything good. And I 
was blocking out a lot of love”

He didn’t hit rock bottom un-
til his then-wife, Romina, made 
a life-changing decision.

“It was when my wife de-
cided that we were going to get 
a divorce,” he said. “This is ex-
tremely personal, but I was just 
not the best husband. And that  

was because I didn’t know how 
to be a husband. I was out there 
just trying to wing it.”

His time in counseling helped 
Foster stop his destructive be-
havior. But soon after he started 
to feel happy again, he tore a 
groin muscle in training camp. 
He says he was ok though, be-
cause of the mental work he’d 
put in.

He returned on Oct. 4 and 
was riding high. Happy on the 
football field, proud of the father 
he’d become and enjoying life 
overall. Just four games after 
his return came another blow; 
Foster tore his Achilles tendon 
and would miss the rest of the 
season.

“It’s like ... man I can’t catch 
a break,” he said. “But I’ve done 
so much emotional work that it 
didn’t really faze me either.”

Foster’s passion for this cause 
isn’t only because of his strug-
gles. He has another big reason 
for wanting to help.

“My sister is bipolar,” Foster 
said.

For many years Christina 
Foster’s illness went undiag-
nosed.

“We didn’t have money to get 
any kind of diagnosis so we just 
thought that she was a (jerk),” 
Foster said. “It got to the point 
where I stopped talking to her 

because I couldn’t deal with it, 
and I didn’t know what she was 
going through. So we lost years 
of our lives because we didn’t 
know she was suffering from 
this disease.”

Foster choked back tears as 
he spoke of his sister. He said 
she was living in government 
housing and using food stamps. 
She finally got help and is better 
now, which has allowed the two 
to repair their fractured relation-
ship.

A condition of allowing Chris-
tina to share her story was that 
he include the happy ending.

“She said absolutely, but make 
sure that you tell them that it’s a 
story of triumph,” Foster said. 
“She takes the proper medicine 
and it’s a struggle still, but every 
single day she fights it and she’s 
on her way to get her master’s 
(degree) now.”

Marshall loves hearing peo-
ple’s stories because each one is 
valuable in starting to erase the 
stigma of discussing mental ill-
ness.

“The thing that is therapeutic  
is when I’m helping other peo-
ple,” Marshall said. “It’s so free-
ing and rewarding. It also holds 
me accountable to continue to 
take the proper steps when I’m 
not feeling well, If I’m having a 
bad day I use the tools and skills 
that I have to make sure I get 
back on track.”

Foster writes poetry and 
songs, plays the piano and reads 
to keep centered.

“I’m on the brink of a career-
ending injury according to pun-
dits,” he said. “I’m divorced. I’m 
supposed to be underneath the 
table drinking myself to death. 
But I’ve never been happier and 
it’s because of the work I’ve put 
in and the want to change my 
life. I wouldn’t change a thing 
man because that’s what made 
me me. All these scars on my 
body, all these scars on my soul 
made me who I am and I like 
me.”

Roberton Williams’ plan was 
to retire on his government pen-
sion and take a part-time job to 
make up the difference in salary. 
It didn’t quite work out that way.

Williams, 68, did retire but 
then started another full-time 
job with the Tax Policy Center, a 
Washington think tank.

“The plan was to work full 
time just until I got my feet wet,” 
Williams said. “But, I ended up 
working full time for the next 
nine years.”

He’s far from an aberration. 
Many aging baby boomers are 
caught between a desire to work 
less and a labor market that just 
isn’t ready to let them go.

According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, 17.7 percent 
of people 65 and older are still 
working in some capacity, com-
pared with 11.7 percent in 1995.

Of course, part of this increase 
could be due to a growing fear 
felt by many Americans about 
financial insecurity during re-
tirement. Survey data has shown 
that fears about outliving one’s 
savings are factoring into re-
tirement planning. That is even 
prompting 34 percent of workers 
age 60-plus to say they plan on 
working until they die, or are too 
sick to work, according to a re-
cent Wells Fargo survey.

Some workers just want a 
gradual transition, whether for 
financial reasons or just to keep 
working jobs where they can still 
contribute and help train the next 
generation.

Slightly more than 40 percent 
of U.S. workers hope to cut back 
hours or transition to a less de-
manding position before retire-
ment, according to a 2015 report 
from the Transamerica Center 
for Retirement Studies.

One option offered by a small 
number of employers is “phased 
retirement,” which allows re-
tiring workers to go part time 
while also mentoring their in-
coming replacement, providing 
for a smoother transition. The 
Society for Human Resource 
Management puts the number at 
8 percent.

In other cases, employers are 
eschewing formal arrangements 
in favor of short-term contracts.

“One thing we see is that em-
ployers are increasingly able 
to tap into a more flexible la-
bor market, rather than going 
through formal HR structures,” 
says Jean Setzfand, AARP’s se-
nior vice president of programs. 
“So having hard-and-fast rules 
for this can be difficult.”

For federal workers, Con-
gress passed legislation in 2012 
creating a phased-retirement 
program, and the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, or OPM, 
formalized the rules last year.

To date, OPM has only final-
ized 16 applications for phased 
retirement from workers at the 
Library of Congress, NASA, 

the Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors and the Energy Depart-
ment. It expects to soon receive 
12 more from the Smithsonian 
Institution – that’s from a federal 
workforce where 45 percent of 
employees are aged 50 or over.

OPM has stressed that it is up 
to individual federal agencies to 
decide when and if they will of-
fer a phased-retirement option to 
their employees.

Tancred Lidderdale, 62, is 
one of the initial 16 who chose 
phased retirement. He works 
for the Energy Department as 
an economic forecaster, apply-
ing highly complex mathemati-
cal models to oil and gas mar-
kets. He’s had an integral part in 
building these models over the 
past two decades.

“I know our agency would 
miss me,” Lidderdale said. 
“They knew I was thinking 
about retirement and mentioned 
this option as a way to help pass 
on what I know before I leave.”

Lidderdale will work part time 
for the next two years. But, af-
ter nearly three years of waiting, 
many other federal workers are 
wondering if the program will 
even arrive in time for them.

“We have people with over 35 
years of experience waiting to 
retire here, and it’s a shame that 
many of them could walk out the 
door without the ability to pass 
that knowledge,” says David 
Maxwell, 64. Maxwell is an air 
quality specialist with the Bu-
reau of Land Management. Max-
well says if the bureau does offer 
the program, he’d be interested.

In a statement BLM says the 
Interior Department recently is-
sued guidance and “expects to 
complete a draft phased-retire-
ment policy by the spring of 
2016.”

One explanation for the on-
going delays is that agreements 
must first be struck between 
management and labor unions. 
Email and phone requests for 
comment to AFGE, the largest 
federal labor union, were not re-
turned.

NFL players talk openly 
about mental health issues

Older workers 
seeking options 
to reduce hours

Roberton Williams of the Tax Pol-
icy Center, poses for a photo in 
his office at his home in Alexan-
dria, Va., Nov. 11. Williams’ plan 
was to retire on his government 
pension and take a part-time job 
to make up the difference in sala-
ry. AP PHOTO/MANUEL BALCE CENETA

Pfizer, Allergan merge in $160b deal

Houston Texans running back Arian Foster, left, and New York Jets 
receiver Brandon Marshall talk about overcoming mental health is-
sues in Houston Nov. 21. Foster has joined Marshall’s PROJECT 
375, a nonprofit organization dedicated to eradicating the stigma 
surrounding mental illnesses and disorders. AP PHOTO/PAT SULLIVAN

By Kristie Rieken
AP Sports Writer

By Adam Allington
Associated Press
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NEW YORK – On a recent 
morning, Delta Air Lines Flight 
435 pushed back early from 
the gate at New York’s John F. 
Kennedy International Airport. 
Passengers watched the safety 
video and settled in for a six-
hour trip.

Then they waited. And wait-
ed.

Still within sight of the gate, 
their jet sat motionless due to 
airport congestion. It wasn’t 
until 30 minutes after passen-
gers buckled in that they were 
finally in the sky.

It’s a scene playing out 
across the country. According 
to an Associated Press analysis, 
airplanes spent 23 minutes and 
32 seconds, on average, taxi-
ing between gates and runways 
during the first nine months of 
the year. That’s the longest it 
has been since the Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics start-
ed tracking taxi times in 1995 
and a 50-second increase over 
last year’s average.

For passengers, the rising de-
lays add to the frustrations of 
travel. A plane might land early 
but then sit waiting for a gate to 
open up. Flights are still arriv-
ing “on time” but only because 
airlines have increased sched-
uled flying times to account for 
the added taxi times. The Delta 
flight made it to the gate in San 
Francisco 10 minutes ahead of 
schedule despite the takeoff de-
lays.

The creep in taxi times is at-
tributed to a series of changes: 
massive runway construction 
projects at some of the na-
tion’s busiest airports; schedule 
changes that increase the num-
ber of flights at peak hours; 
and new, distant runways that 
relieve congestion but require 
more time to reach.

“It’s death by a thousand 
cuts,” says Vikram Krishnan, a 
partner in the aviation practice 
of consultancy Oliver Wyman.

The problems on the ground 
are costing airlines dearly.

“Two, three, four, five min-
utes in a fleet of 500 planes a 
day is significant amounts of 
money,” says aviation consul-
tant Mike Boyd.

That translates into hundreds 
of millions of dollars extra in 
operating costs so far this year, 
according to AP calculations 
factoring in average operating 
costs including pilot and flight 
attendant salaries.

Airlines say the longer taxi 
times are baked into schedules, 
so planes generally still arrive 
on time. So far this year, 79 
percent of flights have been at 
the gate within 15 minutes of 
their scheduled time, the best 
performance since 2012.

Passengers might be spend-
ing more time on planes, but 
airlines are better managing 
their expectations by increas-
ing scheduled times. That 
masks some of the problems, 
like taxi delays.

For instance, ten years ago 
the average scheduled time 
from gate to gate between Chi-
cago and San Francisco was 4 
hours and 32 minutes. Today, 
flights are scheduled for an 
extra 11 minutes, according to 
PlaneStats.com - even though 
airports in the two cities are the 
same 1,846 miles apart.

All it takes are a few prob-
lems at some of the country’s 
busiest airports to drive up the 
national taxi time average.

The top offender in the past 
year was Chicago’s O’Hare In-
ternational Airport. Of all the 
additional taxi time minutes in 

the nation, one of out of five 
extra minutes can be traced 
back to delays at O’Hare.

Planes in Chicago this year 
spent an average of 1 minute 
and 18 seconds extra navigat-
ing the taxiways. And taxi 
times are up 3 minutes and 24 
seconds from five years ago, 
a 20-percent increase. Those 
delays add up considering that 
O’Hare had 227,358 flights 
during the first nine months of 
this year.

Most of the problems at 
O’Hare stem from a construc-
tion project that is reconfigur-
ing taxiways and runways. The 
long-term goal is to reduce 
congestion but delays racked 
up during the construction. A 
new runway did just open, but 
further away from the airport’s 
terminals. Longer trips from 
that runway are not yet reflect-
ed in government data.

At Dallas Love Field, taxi 
times are up two minutes, or 
13-percent, so far this year. 
That’s the highest percent gain 
of any major airport. Home to 
Southwest Airlines, Love Field 
saw the number of scheduled 
flights during the first nine 
months of this year spike 41 
percent to 47,438 after the re-
peal of a federal law restricting 
most long-distance flights from 
that airport.

Terry L. Mitchell, the air-

port’s assistant director for op-
erations, says the increase in 
flights, construction projects 
and the use of a further run-
way to reduce noise concerns 
of neighbors all led to the run 
up in taxi times. Now that con-
struction is complete and the 
airport at capacity, he expects 
no further growth in taxi times.

Across town at Dallas-Fort 
Worth International Airport, 
taxi times climbed two and a 
half minutes, or 11.7 percent. 
In this case, the increase was 
due to new scheduling proce-
dures by American Airlines, 
which carries 82 percent of the 
passengers at the airport.

American groups together 
large numbers of flights in 
Dallas - and its other hubs - to 
allow passengers easy connec-
tions. In March, the airline re-
configured its schedule so more 
flights arrive and depart in a 
narrower band of time. That 
meant shorter layovers in the 
airport, more connection op-
tions for passengers and more 
revenue opportunities for the 
airline. However, the adjust-
ments also extended taxi times. 
American accounted for those 
increases in its schedule.

“When they try to cram as 
many flights as possible into 
their hubbing complexes,” says 
airline consultant Paul Ster-
benz, “they create logjams.”
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PARIS – The attacks in Paris 
are having a major impact on 
tourism, initial figures show, 
pushing the French prime min-
ister to meet industry officials to 
come up with a plan to limit the 
damage and keep visitors com-
ing to the City of Light.

Ten days after the carnage, the 
deadliest since WWII, museum 
ticket sales have plummeted. 
There are none of the usual lines 
of people waiting to get to the 
top of the Eiffel Tower.

Though Parisians have put on 
a brave face since the attacks, 
which targeted entertainment 
spots like cafes and a concert 
hall, tourists are shying away. 
Those that do come notice a 
strange, oppressive mood.

“You can really feel how ner-
vous and scared people are,” said 
40-year-old South African Shaun 
Bruwer. He was at a train station 
when the sound of a pigeon get-
ting electrocuted on the tracks 
“sent people running in all direc-
tions.”

The Louvre and the Musee 
d’Orsay museums, two of the 
most popular spots on the Paris 
tourist circuit flanking the Seine 
river, told The Associated Press 
they’ve both recorded a 30 per-
cent drop in visitors compared 
with the week before the Nov. 13 

attacks. The Pompidou, the main 
museum of modern art, says 
ticket sales have halved.

Business activity in the wider 
economy was also slowing in 
November, according to a survey 
published Monday by financial 
data company Markit.

The health of the tourism sec-
tor is crucial for central Paris, 
as it employs almost 200,000 
people out of a population of just 
over two million people. More 
than 22 million people stayed in 
hotels in 2013, the latest avail-
able figures from the govern-
ment.

Prime Minister Manuel Valls 
was meeting Monday with rep-

resentatives from tour operators, 
travel agencies, hotels, restau-
rants as well as travel compa-
nies such as Air France, to find 
a short-term plan to boost the 
industry.

The meeting will also look 
for ways to tailor the marketing 
of Paris as a holiday destination 
for tourists fearful of a repeat of 
the attacks that killed 130 people 
and left hundreds more injured.

Even as airlines operated a 
normal schedule of flights into 
and out of Paris, many travel-
ers with plans to visit the French 
capital have reconsidered their 
options, a worrisome sign for the 
travel and tourism industries.

Joe Nardozzi, a 31-year-old 
New York investment banker, 
and his wife won’t be taking the 
wedding-anniversary trip they 
planned later this month.

“I have no interest in losing 
my life over a trip to Paris,” he 
said.

Blake Fleetwood, president of 
New York-based Cook Travel, 
said about 10 customers out of 
the roughly 30 with trips booked 
to Paris told him they want to 
cancel.

Tourism to the French capital 
already took a hit earlier this year 
after attacks by Islamic extrem-
ists in January on a satirical mag-
azine and a Jewish market. The 
number of hotel stays fell 3.3 
percent in the first three months 
of the year.

Economists say that attacks 
of this kind tend to have a short-
term impact, but that tourism 
tends to rebound.

It’s still too soon to say how 
big or lasting an impact the No-
vember attacks will have.

Marie Jensen, a 22-year old 
from Denmark, made it a point 
of following through with her 
four-day trip, in part as an act of 
defiance against the attackers.

“I came because I don’t want 
terrorists to control what I do,” 
she said. “Yes, it feels a little 
strange. But if I hadn’t come, 
they would have won.”

Social media helps 
drive historic Cuban 
exodus to America

PENAS BLANCAS, Costa 
Rica – As summer began to bake 
the central Cuban city of Sancti 
Spiritus, Elio Alvarez and Lide-
isy Hernandez sold their tiny 
apartment and everything in it 
for $5,000 and joined the largest 
migration from their homeland 
in decades.

Buying two smartphones for 
$160 apiece on a layover on their 
way to Ecuador, they plugged 
themselves into a highly orga-
nized, well-funded and increas-
ingly successful homebrewed 
effort to make human traffickers 
obsolete by using smartphones 
and messaging apps on much 
of the 3,400-mile (5,500-kilo-
meter) overland journey that’s 
become Cubans’ main route to 
the U.S.

Some 45,000 Cubans are ex-
pected to move by bus, boat, 
taxi and on foot from Ecuador 
and other South and Central 
American countries to the Texas 
and California borders this year, 
afraid that the normalization of 
relations between the U.S. and 
Cuba will mean an imminent 
end to special immigration privi-
leges that date to the opening of 
the Cold War. 

With thousands more taking 
rafts across the Florida Straits, 
2015 may witness the biggest 
outflow of Cubans since the 
1980 Mariel boatlift that hauled 
125,000 people across the Flori-
da Straits.

The overland exodus has 
caused a border crisis in Central 
America, set off tensions in the 
newly friendly U.S.-Cuban rela-
tionship and sparked rising calls 
in the U.S. to end Cubans’ au-
tomatic right to legal residency 
once they touch U.S. soil.

At the heart of it all is Cu-
bans’ ability to cross some of the 
world’s most dangerous terri-
tory relatively unscathed by the 
corrupt border guards, criminal 
gangs and human traffickers 
known as coyotes who make 
life hell for so many other Latin 
American migrants. Key to that 
ability is the constant flow of 
information between migrants 
starting the journey and those 
who have just completed it.

“Those who’ve arrived have 
gotten in touch with their ac-
quaintances, their friends, and 
tell them how the route is. That 
means that no one needs a coy-
ote,” said Hernandez, a 32-year-
old psychologist. “You go mak-
ing friends along the way. I 
myself have 70, 80-something 
friends on Facebook who’ve 
already gotten to the United 
States.”

Once they reach the U.S. bor-
der, they can just show up at an 
established U.S. port of entry 
and declare their nationality, 
avoiding the dangerous desert 

crossings that confront many 
migrants who try to avoid U.S. 
Border Patrol. Federal data 
shows 45,000 Cubans appeared 
at U.S. land border points in the 
12 months ending Sept. 20, and 
at least as many are expected in 
the coming year.

Asked their secret, Cubans in-
terviewed in shelters along Cos-
ta Rica’s northern border with 
Nicaragua almost universally 
pointed to cheap smartphones, 
data plans and Facebook.

“We’re completely, always, 
alert to our phones,” Alvarez 
said, gesturing to his Samsung 
Galaxy S3 Mini outside a bor-
der statin in northern Costa Rica, 
where he and some 2,000 other 
Cuban migrants were stuck wait-
ing for resolution of a regional 
conflict set off by Nicaragua’s 
closure of the crossing. “This is 
our best friend, the phone. It’s al-
ways on, always ready.”

Movistar has increased the 
number of sales vans along the 
border from two to seven, most 
stationed permanently outside 
the Cubans’ temporary encamp-
ments in schools and churches, 
selling 2-for-1 $3-per-megabyte 
data packages to a steady stream 
of Cuban migrants.

Outside observers say Cuba’s 
own policies also fuel emigra-
tion, which siphons dissatisfied 
Cubans away from the island 
and increases the number of 
people injecting badly needed 
remittances into Cuba’s cash-
starved economy. The commu-
nist government did away with a 
hated exit permit three years ago 
and also began allowing Cubans 
to establish permanent residence 
in the U.S. while maintaining 
their property rights and access 
to social services in Cuba.

Geny Machado worked as a 
private shopkeeper in the Ha-
vana neighborhood of Guanaba-
coa before he hopscotched from 
Trinidad and Tobago to Venezu-
ela, where he started a months-
long journey north with stops 
to work and earn money for the 
next stages. Other Cubans inter-
viewed in Costa Rica were mak-
ing their way from as far south 
as Chile, Argentina and Brazil.

Machado showed a reporter 
a string of Facebook messages 
from a friend recently arrived in 
the U.S. advising him on the best 
route from Guatemala City to 
the Mexican border; what to say 
to Mexican border guards once 
he arrived; what hotel to stay at 
on his first night in Mexico; and 
even the nightly rate: $10.

Still, Cubans are not immune 
to the dangers of northbound 
migration. A migrants’ rights 
group said in July that Mexican 
border officials had been holding 
Cubans in border inspection sta-
tions until their relatives in the 
U.S. sent as much as $5,000 to 
win their freedom.

Stuck waiting: Ground delays 
at U.S. airports on the rise

Paris tourism slumps in wake of attacks

By Scott Mayerowitz
AP Airlines Writer

By Thomas Adamson
Associated Press

By Michael Weissenstein
The Associated PressIn this Sept. 8, 2008 photo, planes taxi on runways at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York. 

According to an Associated Press analysis, airplanes spent a record 23 minutes and 32 seconds, on 
average, taxiing between gates and runways during the first nine months of 2015. AP PHOTO/MARK LENNIHAN

French gendarmes officers patrol near the Eiffel Tower, in Paris Nov. 
23. French President Francois Hollande will preside over a national 
ceremony Nov. 27 honoring the at least 130 victims of the deadliest 
attacks on France in decades. AP PHOTO/JACQUES BRINON

In this Nov. 21 photo, Cuban migrants use their cellphones outside of 
the bathroom of the border control building in Penas Blancas, Costa 
Rica, border with Nicaragua. 
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Dr. Michael O. Ezekwe, 
animal science professor and 
director of School of Agricul-
ture, Research, Extension and 
Applied Sciences’ Swine De-
velopment Center, presented a 
paper at the 2015 World Con-
gress of Agriculture.

The presentation was a part 
of the parallel forum of the 6th 

Annual World Gene Conven-
tion held Nov. 12-15 in Qin-
gdao, China. Dr. Ezekwe’s 
presentation was entitled 
“Considerations for a Success-
ful Swine Feeding Program 
for a Small Scale Production.” 
He also chaired a conference 
track entitled, “Feeding Tech-
nology and Feed Production.”

“This invitation provided 

an opportunity to discuss 
some of the research we have 
done at Alcorn addressing 
problems of sustainability of 
swine production,” Ezekwe 
said. “Feed inadequacies are 
the limiting factors to sus-
tainability among small-scale 
producers.”

“At the conference, attend-
ed by scientists from all over 

the world, op-
portunities to 
cross-share in-
formation and 
experiences in 
dealing with 
problems of 
increasing pro-
duction and maintaining sus-
tainability were of major im-
portance,” he added.

In an effort to increase aware-
ness about HIV/AIDS among 
young black men, a group dis-
proportionately impacted by the 
epidemic, health-care providers 
and community stakeholders 
hosted the “Health and Hip 
Hop Conference” in October at 
the Morgan State University in 
Baltimore.

Students from Maryland’s 
four Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities – the 
University of Maryland Eastern 
Shore, Bowie State University, 
Coppin State University and 
Morgan State University – par-
ticipated in the event, which 
included a spoken-word com-
petition; breakout sessions 
on hip-hop, sexual health and 
HIV/AIDS prevention; and 
performances by local hip-hop 
artists. Roughly 150 students 
attended, according to confer-
ence organizers, and more than 
50 people were tested for HIV 
and other sexually transmitted 
diseases.

The daylong program was 
sponsored by the Black AIDS 
Institute, the Maryland De-
partment of Mental Health and 
Hygiene, and the Morgan State 
University School of Commu-
nity Health and Policy’s Get 
SMART (Students/Society Mo-
bilized and Retooled to Trans-
form) Project.

Grim Jackson, an 18-year-
old freshman communications 
major at Morgan State, said that 
he can relate to people who suf-
fer from stigma associated with 
AIDS; when he was younger, 
students made fun of his mental 
disability.

Although reluctant to discuss 
the challenge it presented, Jack-
son said that the taunts and ridi-
cule changed to cheers when 
he started performing. “I was 
in high school and I just started 
writing, and people were like, 
‘Oh, my God, you’re good,’” 
said Jackson, who won second 
place in the spoken-word com-
petition.

Get SMART Project Direc-
tor Lorece Edwards, the direc-
tor of community practice and 
outreach in the department of 
behavioral health sciences at 
Morgan State’s School of Com-
munity Health and Policy, said 
that health-care providers and 
HIV/AIDS advocates and re-
searchers wanted to educate 
young minority men about 
sexual-health choices and their 
possible outcomes. “This is 
a platform, a safe and brave 
space for men, that allows them 
to talk about health and hip-hop 
and their life experiences,” she 
said.

Justin Wooley, a consultant 
with the Black AIDS Institute, 
agreed. “We need HIV preven-
tion messages with an ‘atti-
tude,’ in the same way we had 
Niggaz Wit Attitudes, N.W.A,” 
said Wooley, referring to the 
hip-hop group. “The same way 
we talk about Magic Johnson, 
we have to talk about Eazy-E,” 
the N.W.A member who died of 

AIDS in 1995, nearly four years 
after Johnson announced his 
retirement from the NBA after 
testing positive for HIV.

Although the story of Ea-
zy-E’s death was covered in 
magazines like Newsweek, 
Vibe and Jet, reports of hetero-
sexual transmission were rare, 
and therefore, the possibility 
that Eazy-E had acquired HIV 
heterosexually was easily dis-
missed in favor of rumors of 
closeted homosexual activity, 
illicit-drug use, murder by HIV 
injection, tainted acupuncture 
needles and other urban leg-
ends.

During the panel titled “Hip-
Hop, Health and Healing,” 
students and featured guests 
discussed masculinity, the per-
ception that hip-hop perpetu-
ates misogyny and homophobia 
and more.

Messiah Ramkissoon, an 
MC, youth advocate and three-
time winner of Showtime at the 
Apollo for his spoken-word 
performances, said that ho-
mophobia is a sensitive subject 
in hip-hop and that people with 

perspectives on both sides need 
to be more tolerant. “People live 
their lives the way they choose, 
and they should not be disre-
spected or counted out from the 
culture because of it, but those 
that are homosexual also have 
to understand that certain peo-
ple don’t agree with homosex-
uality,” Ramkissoon said. “The 
conversation is so sensitive that 
when you say you have a dif-
ferent perspective, well, now 
you’re homophobic.”

He continued: “We have 
to understand how to nation-
build, acting civilized whether 
you’re gay or you’re straight. 
We have to be able to have 
differences and still love each 
other as family. These conver-
sations have to happen without 
hate getting involved.”

Kenton Dunson, a hip-hop 
artist on a panel about ways the 
music has affected health out-
comes among black men, sug-
gested that artists be more cre-
ative and less afraid to use their 
art to raise awareness about 
health disparities affecting 
black communities. “J. Cole is 

probably a step away from do-
ing that,” Dunson said. “He can 
say it and do it and be fine be-
cause he’s an established artist, 
but for someone like me who is 
still trying to get their numbers 
up and create awareness around 
my music, it might set a trend 
or it might not.”

Dr. Edwards explained that 
health disparities persist be-
cause health-care providers fail 
to include marginalized com-
munities in the discourse about 
prevention strategies and the 
development of best practices 
that are necessary to address 
those disparities. “We need to 
give a voice to the people that 
we want to reach,” she said. 
“They can tell researchers and 
academics and community-
based organizations what best 
works for them. They’re the 
experts. We’re not the experts.”

Dr. Edwards continued: “If 
we can create spaces where 
men can be themselves and 
feel safe in sharing what’s in 
their hearts and minds and their 
experiences, then we can all 
heal.”

The National Alliance of 
Black School Educators select-
ed Jackson Public Schools Su-
perintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray 
as the recipient of the 2015 Jo-
seph E. Hill Superintendent of 
the Year Award.

 According to NABSE, the 
award is bestowed upon current 
superintendents who have dem-
onstrated a quality of leadership 
that has resulted in significant, 
positive outcomes for students 
of African descent. Gray was 
honored at the NABSE Red 
Carpet Awards Ceremony Nov. 
20 in Washington, D.C.

Gray responded humbly when 
the bestowment was announced 
publicly by School Board Presi-
dent Beneta Burt during the 
Nov. 17 board meeting.

“This award represents the 
hard work of the staff. Without 
them, this award would not be 
possible,” said Gray. “It also 
represents that Jackson is now 
on the national radar. I’m grate-
ful for the staff and their incred-
ible work ethic. I’m grateful for 
this honor on behalf of the dis-
trict.”

Since being appointed super-
intendent by the Jackson Pub-
lic School Board of Trustees in 
2012, Gray has been acclaimed 
as a true educational visionary 
who leads by example. Under 
his leadership, the district’s state 
and national accreditation was 
restored to “accredited” and “in 
good standing,” respectively.

Additionally, a lawsuit with 
the city of Jackson was settled, 
graduation rates increased, 
dropout rates decreased, and a 
bus driver dispute was settled. 
The financial solvency of the 
district was also rated in good 
standing by the Mississippi De-
partment of Education.

“One of the many things I ad-
mire about the superintendent 
is his ability to identify the best 
talents in employees and place 
them in positions where their 
skills and talents soar,” said 

Sherwin Johnson, executive di-
rector of Public and Media Re-
lations. “Just like a quarterback 
for a football team, once the 
team players are established, he 
provides a well thought out plan 
and strategy to achieve the goals 
set forth for success.”

The prestigious NABSE hon-
or adds to a growing list of re-
cent achievements for Gray. He 
was named Outstanding Admin-
istrator Advocate by the Missis-
sippi Association of Gifted Chil-
dren and was invited as a guest 
speaker for the association’s an-
nual fall conference in October 
2015.

He was later recognized by 
the Mississippi Association 
of School Administrators for 
achieving the gifted education 
advocacy award. Also in 2015, 
Gray was elected to the Board 
of Directors for the Mississippi 
Association of School Superin-
tendents for a two-year term and 
has been profiled as a Featured 
Member of the National Associ-
ation of School Superintendents.

Each year the National Alli-
ance of Black School Educa-
tors recognizes distinguished 
individuals who have made 
national and international con-
tributions to the education of 
African-American educators 
and learners. These individuals 
have shared and exemplified the 
vision and mission of NABSE.

Alcorn State University’s 
graduate Crystal Vance ’15 
was recently accepted into 
Louisiana State University’s 
School of Agriculture, Plant, 
Environmental and Soil Sci-
ences as a doctorate student.

Vance will major in soil sci-
ence with a full assistantship 
of $22,500 per year and her 
tuition waived. Her area of 
study is “Environmental qual-
ity: reducing phosphorus run-
off in poultry litter ash.”

Vance completed her mas-
ter’s degree in agronomy in 
the School of Agriculture, 
Research, Extension, and 
Applied Sciences in August 
2015.

She completed her master’s 
thesis titled, “Plant Density 
Effect of Four Varieties of 
Switchgrass (Panicum virga-
tum L.) on Biomass and Nutri-
ent Development in a Heavy 
Soil,” under the supervision of 
her major advisor, Girish K. S. 
Panicker, associate professor 
and director for the Center for 
Conservation Research. 

Lashunda Anderson, assis-
tant professor of soil science, 

and Patrick Igbokwe, profes-
sor of horticulture and direc-
tor of the Alcorn Experiment 
Station, were members of her 
thesis advisory committee.

When asked about her ex-
periences at Alcorn, Vance 
shared that the graduate pro-
gram gave her a strong back-
ground and prepared her well 
for her studies at LSU.

“My advisors at Alcorn have 
greatly influenced me to be 
the best in everything,” said 
Crystal. “Dr. Girish Panicker 
has inspired me in so many 
ways. In his class, he provid-
ed us with so much valuable 
information. Dr. Lashunda 
Anderson has presented me 
with numerous opportunities, 
including introducing me to 
my present advisors at LSU.”

Vance added, “I plan to be-
come a soil scientist, a profes-
sor and mentor that encour-
ages other minority students 
to pursue opportunities in ag-
riculture. Also, I plan to write 
books on agricultural science 
for children, and return to Al-
corn later in my career and 
present opportunities to stu-
dents.”

Morgan State University hosts 
health, hip hop conference

Gray receives 
Superintent of 
the Year award

Alcorn agriculture 
alumna accepts full 
LSU assistantship 
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Alcorn State scientist presents at World 
Agriculture Conference in Qingdao, China
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Messaiah Ramiskoon, an MC, youth advocate and three-time winner of “Showtime at the Apollo,” com-
ments on homophobia in Hip Hop at the Health and Hip Hop Conference at Morgan State University in 
Baltimore. PHOTOS BY FREDDIE ALLEN/BAI

Gray

Ezekwe

Grim Jackson, an 18-year-old freshman communications major at Morgan State, won second place in the 
spoken-word competition.



Jackson State University’s 
College of Business recently 
received a donation of $23,000 
from the Union Pacific Rail-
road. Lovell Cox, JSU alum-
nus and director of marketing 
and sales for UPRR’s Western 
Region, presented the contribu-
tion to Business Dean Ramin 
Maysami.

“The College of Business 
has formed a strong strategic 
partnership with Union Pacific. 
Given the large number of COB 
graduates who are now mem-
bers of the UP family, the rela-
tionship is destined to continue 
and grow even stronger,” said 

Dr. Maysami.
In September 2001, Union 

Pacific Railroad and Jackson 
State University began formu-
lating a strategy to increase 
overall student awareness and 
interest in career opportunities 
with Union Pacific Railroad.

Working in close coordina-
tion, qualified students were 
successfully identified, inter-
viewed and hired at Union Pa-
cific for both internships and 
full-time positions.

Additionally, The College of 
Business Career Management 
and Placement Center is named 
after Union Pacific Railroad. 
More than 50 JSU alumni cur-

rently work for Union Pacific 
network wide.

“Jackson State University has 
been an integral part of Union 
Pacific’s recruiting and hiring 
process for nearly 15 years. 
The opportunity to recruit at 
this prestigious university has 
given our company access to 
some of the most talented col-
lege graduates in the country 
along with being a critical part-
ner in our diversity efforts.” 
Cox said.

“As an alum of Jackson State, 
I was given the educational 
tools required to be a success-
ful employee at Union Pacific 
and a leader in my community.”

Alcorn athletes lead 
SWAC with 69 percent 
graduation success rate

According to the NCAA offi-
cial federal graduation rate data 
released Nov. 4, Alcorn State 
University Athletics leads the 
Southwestern Athletic Confer-
ence with a 69 percent gradua-
tion success rate.

Alcorn athletics increased its 
score by five points this year, 
beating its 64 percent gradua-
tion success rate achieved last 
year. The 2014-2015 gradua-
tion rate for Alcorn student ath-
letes increased by 27 percent-
age points over the previous 
year.

“This collaborative achieve-
ment highlights our team’s 
commitment to winning in the 
classroom,” Athletics Direc-
tor Derek Horne said. “We are 
extremely proud of our student 
athletes, coaches, academic 
support members and others 
who make academic excellence 
a priority.”

Three Braves men’s pro-
grams – golf, tennis and track 
– earned perfect scores of 100 
while women’s volleyball (90) 
exceeded the graduation suc-
cess rate national average and 
women’s tennis (86) achieved 
the national average.

President Alfred Rankins Jr. 
is pleased with the success of 
Alcorn Athletics.

“I am proud of our student 
athletes for their hard work and 
commitment to academics,” 
President Rankins said. “We 
have made significant gains; 
however this is one step toward 
achieving our goal. Through 
enhanced accountability and 
academic support programs, 
our goal is to exceed the na-
tional average.”

The NCAA developed the 

Division I Graduation Suc-
cess Rate in response to col-
lege and university presidents 
who wanted graduation data 
that more accurately reflect the 
mobility among all college stu-
dents today.

Both the Graduation Suc-
cess Rate and the Academic 
Success Rate account for the 
academic outcomes of student 
athletes who transfer from one 
institution to another.

Regardless of which rate 
is used, student athletes are 
shown to graduate at a higher 
rate than their peers in the gen-
eral student body.

The Graduation Success 
Rate is NCAA’s more inclu-
sive calculation of academic 
success among scholarship stu-
dent athletes. The NCAA rate 
is more accurate than the fed-
erally mandated methodology 
because it includes incoming 
transfers and students enrolling 
in the spring semester who re-
ceive athletic aid and graduate, 
and deletes from the calcula-
tion student athletes who leave 
an institution and were aca-
demically eligible to compete. 
The federal rate does neither.
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STARKVILLE – Raised by a 
mother who had a sixth-grade 
education and a father who 
couldn’t read or write, Vicks-
burg Mayor George Flaggs Jr. 
said those limitations didn’t stop 
his parents from instilling in him 
the values of honesty and hard 
work.

Speaking to a standing-room-
only crowd Nov. 19 at Mississip-
pi State University, Flaggs spoke 
about those values and how they 
have guided him through a near-
ly 30-year career in public ser-
vice. His speech was part of the 
Lamar Conerly Governance Fo-
rum, a lecture series organized 
by the university’s Department 
of Political Science and Public 
Administration.

Flaggs said his parents tried 
to facilitate his dreams as much 
as they could, but they expected 
him to apply the values he was 
taught in his achievements.

As a young man aspiring to 
be a basketball star who could 
“dunk like Dr. J,” he began his 
ill-fated quest for hoops stardom 
using an old ball and a de-spoked 

bicycle wheel that his father at-
tached to a pecan tree. After 
many failed attempts to dunk the 
ball at the goal’s original height, 
Flaggs said he lowered to goal 
to a level where he could reach 
it. His father caught him, Flaggs 
said, and he wasn’t happy.

“He told me, ‘Son, whatever 
you do in life, never lower a 
goal. Reach a goal,’” Flaggs 
said.

First elected to the Missis-
sippi House of Representatives 
in 1988, the Democrat worked 
to build a reputation for be-
ing willing to work effectively 
across party lines. As chair of 
the House Corrections Commit-
tee, he said he tirelessly sought 
to improve the juvenile justice 
system and reduce recidivism.

In 2013, Flaggs was elected 
mayor of Vicksburg. Since that 
time, he said he’s helped im-
prove the city’s financial situ-
ation and facilitate rapid com-
mercial growth, especially in 
Vicksburg’s downtown district.

On Nov. 19, in the Swalm 
Chemical Engineering Building, 
he encouraged students to “serve 
others” without expecting to be 

served and to enter politics as a 
means of making a difference in 
people’s lives.

Flaggs also addressed how he 
believes the people suffer when 
Democrats and Republicans re-
fuse to work together and find 
common ground.

Students quizzed Flaggs on is-
sues ranging from changing the 
Mississippi state flag to whether 
he would support Syrian refu-
gees coming to live in Vicks-
burg.

He said he believes the Leg-
islature should change the flag, 
which now bears the Confeder-
ate battle emblem, to “be more 
inclusive” without calling for an-
other public vote on the matter. 
Regarding the refugees, he said 
the federal government needs to 
take every reasonable precaution 
to keep Americans safe while 
also helping the people trying to 
escape war-torn Syria.

The lecture series is made 
possible by major support from 
Conerly, a 1971 MSU account-
ing/pre-law graduate and long-
time partner in the Destin, Fla., 
law firm of Conerly, Bowman 
and Dykes LLP. He is both a for-

mer national MSU Alumni As-
sociation president and continu-
ing College of Business Alumni 
Fellow.

Christine Rush, an assistant 
professor of political science 
and public administration who 
introduced Flaggs on Nov. 19, 
said the mayor is an excellent 
role model for the students who 
represents the “ideal of public 
service” rather than recognition 
for it.

“What our students are really 
looking for are mentors and tan-
gible ideas that will help them 
make a difference either as elect-
ed officials or in public policy 
careers in the future,” Rush said. 
“They recognize sincerity when 
they see it.”

Before he closed his speech, 
Flaggs implored audience mem-
bers to honor veterans, always 
exercise their right to vote and to 
stand for their convictions.

“My problem now is that so 
many people stand up for some-
thing and they don’t even know 
what it is,” Flaggs said. “But 
I’d rather go to hell on my own 
than go to heaven following a 
crowd.”

Dr. Candis Pizzetta, associate 
professor in the Department of 
English and Modern ForeignLan-
guages at Jackson State Univer-
sity, has been named Director of 
the Center for University Schol-
ars.

“I am pleased that Dr. Pizzetta 
has accepted the opportunity to 
lead the center, which plays an in-
strumental role in faculty engage-
ment and advancement. I have no 
doubt that through Dr. Pizzetta’s 
leadership the Center will expand 
its support of faculty and make an 
indelible mark on scholarship, re-
search, and service,” says Dr. Lo-
retta A. Moore, vice president for 
Research and Federal Relations.

Pizzetta currently serves as 
assistant department chair and 
coordinator of the graduate pro-
gram. She earned her Ph.D. in 
English from Baylor University, 
where her dissertation focused 
on the development of the femi-

nist mindset in early American 
fiction. In addition to being co-
ordinator of graduate studies 
for English since 2008, Pizzetta 
has served as the interim chair 
of English and Modern Foreign 
Languages Department.

“The Center for University 
Scholars sits at the heart of in-
tellectual life at JSU. I am very 
excited about the opportunity to 
continue the work of the Center 
and to expand its support of fac-

ulty research, travel, and grant 
writing. Scholarship is a collab-
orative activity, and the center is 
an essential element in forming 
productive partnerships for our 
faculty,” Pizzetta said.

In her capacity as director, Piz-
zetta will be responsible for man-
aging the current programming, 
including the Faculty Engage-
ment and Advancement Program 
workshop series, the Brown Bag 
Research lecture series, the grad-
uate assistantship and travel grant 
programs, and the Academy for 
Research and Scholarly Engage-
ment. As well, she will lead the 
staff in designing and implement-
ing additional programs aimed 
at supporting faculty research, 
providing faculty publication op-
portunities, assisting faculty with 
career planning, and supporting 
faculty in their roles as teachers.

Along with her administrative 
experience, Pizzetta brings an 
understanding of the processes 

involved in research, publication 
and grant writing. Her most re-
cent research and writing efforts 
include an e-textbook compan-
ion for theNorton Anthology of 
American Literature, an article 
on Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Mys-
tery of Marie Rogêt” in POMPA, 
a chapter in the anthology The 
Power of the Word: The Sacred 
and the Profane, and, as third au-
thor, an essay on diary reporting 
and phonetic transcription in the 
Online Journal of Rural and Ur-
ban Research.

She is currently an editorial as-
sistant for the Gale Group Pub-
lishers’ Contemporary Literary 
Criticism series.

In addition to writing grant 
proposals for submission to the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, she has been 
a reviewer and program evaluator 
for the Mississippi Humanities 
Council.

Vicksburg Mayor Flaggs speaks at MSU forum

Vicksburg Mayor George Flaggs Jr. speaking to a standing-room-
only crowd on Nov. 19. His speech was part of the Lamar Conerly 
Governance Forum. PHOTO BY BETH WYNN

Pizzetta named director of the 
Center for University Scholars
The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Rankins 

College of Business Dean 
Ramin Mayasmi and JSU 
alumnus Lovell Cox, director of 
marketing and sales for UPRR’s 
Western Region.

Pizzetta

Regions Financial an-
nounced the renewal of the 
Regions HBCU Partnership, a 
joint venture with six Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, including Jackson 
State University.

“We are thrilled to continue 
our long-standing support for 
Jackson State University by 
promoting financial well-being 
for students and alumni,” said 

Alon Bee, Jackson City presi-
dent for Regions Bank. “We 
look forward to expanding our 
financial education outreach 
on campus and supporting the 
University’s mission to prepare 
students for success.”

This partnership provides a 
financial education curriculum 
for students, as well as men-
toring and recruiting on cam-
pus. It also includes a financial 
education student chapter and 

alumni engagement through 
homecoming and athletic spon-
sorships. In addition, there’s an 
executive lecture series, which 
JSU established in 2012, in col-
laboration with the College of 
Business. 2012.

Bee participated in the JSU 
Executive Series, a panel dis-
cussion to discuss career-re-
lated and financial education 
topics.

Regions Bank has also par-

ticipated in Welcome Week 
activities and had an activation 
during homecoming for the 
past three years at the stadium.

Vice President for Institu-
tional Advancement Anthony 
L. Holloman stated, “It was a 
great honor for Jackson State 
to initially be one of six HB-
CUs to enter this partnership, 
and we are very excited about 
the renewal. It is an opportu-
nity that I know will continue 

to greatly benefit the students, 
the campus, and the commu-
nity. It will not only open the 
door to future jobs for students 

who seek to enter the field, but 
it will also teach students the 
importance of financial respon-
sibility.”

Union Pacific Railroad makes donation 

Regions renews HBCU partnership

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Zack Plair
Special to The Mississippi Link



God’s bless-
ings are a gift to 
each every day. It 
is because of His 
grace and mercy 
that we are. It’s 
that simple – We 

are because God is. So, as you 
celebrate this Thanksgiving 
holiday, enjoy it but not without 
giving thanks to “Our Father, 
who art in Heaven.”

I’d like to take this moment 
to share a passage that we all 
know so well – Psalm 100, also 
known as “A Psalm of Thanks-
giving.”

1. Make a joyful shout to the 
Lord, all you lands!

2. Serve the Lord with glad-
ness;

Come before his presence 
with singing.

3. Know that the Lord, He is 
God;

It is He who has made us, and 
not we ourselves;

We are his people and the 
sheep of His pasture. 

4. Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving,

And into his courts with 
praise. 

Be thankful to him, and bless 
His name.

5. For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting, 
And his truth endures to all 

generations.
The passage is a powerful one 

that feeds us in countless ways. 
It reminds us that we have so 
much to be thankful for and 
that we should tell others of all 
of the wonderful works of our 
Lord.

As I re-read this passage, I 
reflected on verses 3–4. I be-
gan to thank God for giving us 

life now and offering us eternal 
life. I praise him as a believer 
because I know that not only is 
God my light, but the creator of 
my life. 

He has blessed me in so many 
ways. I’ve been given the gift of 
a wonderful husband, children, 
parents, siblings, and so many 
others who have brought and 
shared the joys of my life.

I also reflected on the sad 
times that have taken place in 
my life. I did not understand 
why certain things were hap-
pening, but because they have 
happened, I have grown and 
continue to grow stronger in the 
Lord.

As I rejoice in the awesome 
powers of the Lord, I thank him 
for giving me the opportunity to 
say and show the goodness that 
He has bestowed upon me (re-
gardless of the route that He had 
me travel to get there). I truly 
believe that God’s work and 
words should be shared.

As I close, I’d like to share 
one of my favorite verses with 
you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which 
reads “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salva-
tion, who say to Zion, your God 
reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your place of 
worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Learning to love God

Celebrating the Thanksgiving Holiday:  What the Bible says

Before we 
continue the se-
ries “Learning 
to love God,” 
let me first wish 
all of you a 
Happy Thanks-

giving.
This week, our focus will be 

on “What loving God with our 
whole heart looks like.

As always, let us recite our 
theme verse for this series: 
Deuteronomy 6:5, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength.”

As we continue, we need to 
ask ourselves this question of-
ten: What am I doing to help 
myself love God more this 
week? It’s good to hear these 
sermons, but we won’t benefit 
from them if we don’t make a 
conscious effort to try to love 
God more on a daily basis. 
Personally, I started holding 
my thoughts accountable more 
often. If I think badly of some-
one, I quickly repent and think 
differently and I acknowledge 
the presence of God.

Another area that gives us 
direction of what it looks like 
to love God with our whole 
heart is fear of God because 
of His great authority. Psalm 
119:120, “My flesh trembles 
for fear of you. I am afraid of 
your judgments.”

I want you to notice that 
there are two kinds of fear in 
this verse. The first word fear, 
in Psalm 119:20 is pachad 
(pakh’-ad), which is to be ter-

rorized. This is why David 
said God terrorizes his flesh. 
That is a natural reaction of 
the flesh. Flesh and fear go 
hand in hand. David knows 
God is holy and He punishes 
sin which is why David said 
his flesh trembles because it is 
sinful.

The second word afraid, in 
this verse translates as yare’ 
which is reverence/adoration/
respect. David said his flesh 
was terrorized by God, but 
when it comes to God’s word, 
he respects/admires it because 
in it he found direction and 
hope. In God’s word, we find 
forgiveness and sanctification 
which is why David admired 
God’s word.

Psalm 130:3-4, “If you, O 
Lord, kept a record of sins, O 
Lord, who could stand? But 
with you there is forgiveness; 
therefore you are feared.” The 
Psalmist knew no one could 
stand before God because of 
sin and that God forgive sins, 
which is why he admired God 
so much. When he said you are 
feared, he was saying you are 
admired/honored/respected/
adored because you are forgiv-
ing.

Loving God with your whole 
heart removes negative fear. 1 
John 4:18 says perfect loves 
cast out fear: “There is no fear 
in love; but perfect love casts 
out fear, because fear involves 
torment, but he who fears 
has not been made perfect in 
love.” This verse says there 
is no fear in love. Why? Love 
gives us comfort and security 
because we are assured that 

God is with us and will supply 
all of our needs.

Love and negative fear can-
not not coexist; only one can 
remain.

Negative fear has to do with 
worrying about life situations, 
fearing not having money, or 
a job. This is the kind of fear 
that causes you to turn away 
from God’s way and try to 
make it by any means neces-
sary, even if it compromises 
your christianity. This is nega-
tive fear; fear that diminishes 
faith. Perfect love can cast out 
faith diminishing fear.

Another word for negative 
fear in Hebrew is called ma-
guwrah (meg-oo-raw’). It is 
mentioned in Psalm 34:4, “I 
sought the Lord, and He heard 
me, and delivered me from 
all my fears.” Notice David 
said he was delivered from 
this type of fear (frighten/ter-
rorized). Therefore, love that 
is perfected has reverential 
fear, but not terrorizing fear. 
Perfected love has Godly fear 
not negative frightening fear. 
One writer called it “slavish 
fear,” a fear that is bondage, 
but Godly fear (adoration for 
God) actually gives you free-
dom, because you know you 
are loved and are never alone.

Listen to what John said 
about those who live in nega-
tive/terrorizing fear: “But he 
who fears has not been made 
perfect in love.” Those who 
live in fear are not perfected in 
love (1John 4:18).

I like how one Bible schol-
ar dealt with this verse: “If a 
man had perfect love for God, 

he would have no fear of any-
thing – for what would he 
have to dread? He would have 
no fear of death, for he would 
have nothing to dread beyond 
the grave.”

This is why I said earlier, if 
we learn to love God with all 
of our hearts, it would remove 
all fear of people and situa-
tions. All perfected love is, is 
loving God with all of your 
heart, mind, soul, and strength. 
When you learn to do this, you 
will be at peace, you will feel 
totally secure because you will 
be confident that nothing can 
separate you from God’s love 
and you will be in deep fellow-
ship with God.

Loving God with all of your 
heart, mind, soul and strength 
is perfected love which cast 
out bad fear and allows you 
to experience the full effect of 
good/Godly fear.

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Cen-
ter, 464 Church Rd., Madison. 
Residents of Madison, he and 
wife, Minister Yolanda; are the 
proud parents of three daugh-
ters. He received degrees from 
Criswell College in Dallas; 
Southern Methodist University 
- Perkins School of Theology; 
and a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Semi-
nary. A pastor for 23 years, 
Collier serves as a volunteer 
chaplain for various law en-
forcement agencies in the 
metro area and for the Missis-
sippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

Christians look forward to the 
time of the year when we cel-
ebrate two important holidays, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
These holidays have their begin-
nings and roots in Christian cel-
ebrations.

The word holiday actually 
means “holy day;” hence these 
events should be remembered 
and celebrated in a holy manner. 
We have strayed from that pur-
pose over the years as we have 
embraced many unholy practices 
and worldly customs and added 
them to our “holy days.”

Thanksgiving is one of our 
main national holidays here in 
the USA. A good question to ask 
is “Are we as Christians celebrat-
ing it the way the Lord would 

have us celebrate, or have we 
compromised with the world?” 
Have we lost the emphasis on 
thanksgiving and prayer and 
shifted it to a gluttonous feast of 
food, drink and games like those 
in the world have done?

God wants us to enjoy family, 
friends and feasting, but leaving 
God out of the day breaks His 
heart.

More and more the media is re-
ferring to this holiday as “turkey 
day” instead of Thanksgiving 
Day. They also eliminate the ob-
ject of whom we are to offer our 
thanks. We are just to be “thank-
ful” we are told. Who should our 
thanks be directed toward? The 
object of our thanks for our many 
blessings, should be directed to 
the Lord God. It should not just 
be a general “thanks.”

The first American Thanksgiv-
ing was celebrated less than a 
year after the Christian Plymouth 
colonists had settled in the new 
land of America.

The first Thanksgiving Day, 
set aside for the special purpose 
of prayer as well as celebration, 
was decreed by Gov. William 
Bradford in July 30, 1623. There 
were harvest festivals, or days of 
thanking God for plentiful crops.

During the Revolutionary War, 
eight special days of thanks were 
observed for victories and for be-
ing saved from dangers.

On Nov. 26, 1789, President 
George Washington issued a 
general proclamation for a day 
of thanks. Our national day of 
thanksgiving was proclaimed by 
President Lincoln in 1863 with 
these words, “a day of Thanks-

giving and praise to our benefi-
cent Father.”

Today we still celebrate this 
national and legal holiday, but are 
we celebrating in the right man-
ner as christians? Are we forget-
ting the main purpose of this day 
is prayer and thanksgiving as we 
feast and fellowship? The Lord is 
not opposed to our feasting and 
gathering of friends and family to 
dine, but if our only prayer is to 
ask God to bless our food are we 
not forgetting the real meaning of 
this day?

God delights in blessing us as 
His children. However, do we, 
as His children delight in bless-
ing Him with our prayers and 
thanks?

Do our celebrations revolve 
more around the meal and the 
football game that follows, than 

around the discussion of the 
things we should be thankful 
for? Not that watching games are 
wrong in themselves, but many 
have forgotten the Lord and have 
replaced thanking God, pray-

ing and reading the Bible with 
watching games, drinking and 
eating.

Let us ask God to forgive us 
and truly celebrate this day in 
real thanksgiving and prayer.

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  W O R D

R E I G N I N G 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Priestley Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 
177 Virlillia Road, Canton, will host a commu-
nity Thanksgiving dinner from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. All 
participants should have registered by Tuesday. 
Transportation will be provided. For more infor-
mation call (601) 955-1132, (601) 354-5246 or 
(601) 859-8449. Rev. Robert E. McCallum is the 
pastor.

Triumph the Church and Kingdom of God 
In Christ, 5302 Queen Mary Lane, Jackson, 
will host the Annual Women’s Day program at 
11 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 29.  The guest speaker 
will be Evangelist Joann Bracey Weathersby of 
Union Hill M. B. Church in Flora. For more in-
formation call (601) 922-8210. Elder Martha J. 
Gibson is the shepherd.

Liberal Trinity Church of God in Christ, 725 
W. Northside Dr., Jackson, will be where Mat-
thew Donaldson will present “Jesus The Light 
– My Christmas Prayer” at 7 p.m. Dec. 4. Spe-
cial musical guests will be Sharon Jackson of 
Marietta, Ga; Aaron Brown of Atlanta, Ga., and 
Calandra Daniels. For more information call 
(601) 362-0343. Bishop Hollis Musgrove is ju-
risdictional prelate and pastor.
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Betty Miller
BibleResources.org

God of all blessings,
source of all life,
giver of all grace:

We thank you for the gift of life:
for the breath
that sustains life,
for the food of this earth
that nurtures life,
for the love of family and friends
without which there would be no life.

We thank you for the mystery of creation:
for the beauty
that the eye can see,
for the joy
that the ear may hear,
for the unknown
that we cannot behold filling the universe 
with wonder,

for the expanse of space
that draws us beyond the definitions of our 
selves.

We thank you for setting us in communities:
for families
who nurture our becoming,
for friends
who love us by choice,
for companions at work,
who share our burdens and daily tasks,
for strangers
who welcome us into their midst,
for people from other lands
who call us to grow in understanding,
for children
who lighten our moments with delight,
for the unborn,
who offer us hope for the future.

We thank you for this day:
for life
and one more day to love,
for opportunity
and one more day to work for justice and 
peace,
for neighbors
and one more person to love
and by whom be loved,
for your grace
and one more experience of your
   presence,
for your promise:
to be with us,
to be our God,
and to give salvation.

For these, and all blessings,
we give you thanks, eternal, loving God,
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
by Vienna Cobb Anderson



Thanksgiving 
is the product of 
an inward experi-
ence that results in 
an upward focus 
and an outward 
expression. Our 

modern society has forgotten the 
depth and importance of Thanks-
giving. Thanksgiving is a time 
when we should pause to reflect 
on the many blessings that God 
has given to us.

Psalms 100:4-5, “Enter His 
gates with thanksgiving and His 
courts with praise; give thanks to 
Him and praise His Name. For the 
Lord is good and His love endures 
forever; His faithfulness contin-
ues through all generations.”

The Psalmist lays out the foun-
dation of being thankful with an 
attitude of praise before God. The 
call to enter His gates is a call to 
come to the tabernacle for wor-
ship; but it was more than just 
entering the gates, it was a call 
to come and meet with God. The 
gates were the only way to go into 
the tabernacle. The call is to come 
before God with a spirit of thanks-
giving.

The word here was used to de-
scribe the service of the Thank 
Offering. Bringing a thank offer-
ing to God included a number of 
things: confession, songs and a 

sacrifice. Sometimes the Israelites 
had a service procession prior to 
giving a thank offering that in-
volved a line of people entering 
the tabernacle with shouting and 
songs of praise. To praise meant 
to offer songs of worship that fo-
cus on the greatness of God.

We are called to loudly pro-
claim or vocally share what God 
has done. We are to praise God 
and tell of His incredible great-
ness. We are to shout at the top of 
our lungs about God’s awesome-
ness and amazement.

Why should we give thanks to 
God? For the Lord is good and 
His love endures forever; His 
faithfulness continues through all 
generations.

We give thanks because God 
is good. God is declared as being 
good. We see this and think that 
good is just so-so or substandard.  
In Hebrew, good is the highest of 
all compliments. There is nothing 
better than good. The Psalmist 
is saying that God is beyond the 
measure of greatness.

We give thanks because God 
loves us. God loves us beyond our 
ability to comprehend. The depth 
of God’s love is seen in His ac-
tions toward sinful humanity. God 
chose to send Jesus to us and buy 
us back from the power of sin and 
death. God’s love for us moves 
Him to action on our behalf.

We give thanks because God is 

faithful. We are to give thanks be-
cause God is faithful to us. God is 
our stability in an insecure world.  
He is our source of strength when 
the world around us crumbles.  
God is our rock when we are wea-
ry. He is everything that we will 
ever need. God is always faithful 
even when we are not.

Neglecting to thank and honor 
God, who has so generously be-
stowed blessings upon us, can 
become very dangerous. We, too, 
can become as the nine lepers 
(Luke 17:11-21), who received 
help, and then simply refused to 
give praise, honor and thanks-
giving to the Lord. When people 
conduct themselves like this, it 
grieves the heart of Almighty 

God. “Oh that men would praise 
the Lord for His goodness, and 
for His wonderful works to the 
children of men. And let them 
sacrifice the sacrifices of thanks-
giving and declare His works with 
rejoicing.” Psalms 107:21-22.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 

pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of Evan-
gelism Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He serves as chairman of the 
Southeastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of November 26

1. Wanna Be Happy?  Kirk Franklin
2. Worth    Anthony Brown & group therAPy
3. Intentional   Travis Greene
4. Worth Fighting For  Brian Courtney Wilson
5. War    Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago
6. Yes You Can   Marvin Sapp
7. I’m Good   Tim Bowman Jr.
8. I Luh God   Erica Campbell Featuring Big Shizz
9. Gotta Have You    Jonathan McReynolds
10. I’m Yours   Casey J

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Really, what is Thanksgiving?

Did you 
know that there 
is a blessing 
in both an-
swered and 
u n a n s w e r e d 
prayers? So 

many of us get caught up in the 
euphoria of our prayers getting 
answered that we run the risk 
of getting stuck in disappoint-
ment  when our prayers don’t 
get answered.

Answered prayers show us 
that God hears us. Unanswered 
prayers show that God wants to 
protect us.

For example, as I get older, 
I am more grateful for things 
not working out when I recon-
nect with people that years ago 
I wanted to be in a relationship 
with. I didn’t see it then but 
years later I realize God was 
trying to protect me. Psalm 
84:11 says “For the Lord God 
is a sun and shield; the Lord be-
stows favor and honor; no good 
thing does He withhold from 
those whose walk is blame-
less.”

It was frustrating when I 
prayed for God to “work it out” 
and nothing happened. How-
ever years later, I am thankful 
that God loved me enough to 
not answer those prayers.

Why does God answer some 
prayers and then allow others to 
go unanswered? Unanswered 
prayers are normally the result 
of us praying for things that are 
not the best for us. Despite our 
desires, sometimes God does 
not answer all of our prayers.

We cannot figure out God’s 
sovereign will for our lives; 
we are only called to obey it.  
Sometimes the prayer is not 
prayed with the best intentions 
and motivations. For our own 
protection, he doesn’t give us 
what we think we need.

How many times have you 
prayed to get that promotion or 
for that relationship to work out 
only to be disappointed when 
things don’t work out.   Then, 
a few weeks, months, or years 
later, we realize that person or 
circumstance weren’t the best 
for us.

Remember, God knows 
what’s best for us as explained 
in Jeremiah 29:11– For I know 
the plans I have for you,” de-
clares the Lord, “plans to pros-
per you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a 
future.

Another reason why these 
prayers go unanswered is be-
cause there are sometimes 
prayers that are prayed out 
of emotion and not purpose. 
James 4:1-4 says that prayers 
that are prayed amiss or off-
target will also go unanswered. 
When your prayer is not an-
swered, we should seek God’s 
will to see if it is a prayer that 
you need to continue to pray.

One blessing of unanswered 
prayers is that it forces our 
fleshly desires to die like Phi-
lippians 1:21 says. Unan-
swered prayers keep us on our 
knees and praying to God for 
a breakthrough, deliverance, 
or restoration. In the loss of an 
unanswered prayer, we gain 
the more important benefit 
and blessing of a closer, more 
meaningful walk with God.

As we enter this season 
of Thanksgiving, we should 
be grateful to God for both 
answered and unanswered 
prayers. Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” Visit love-
hangover@juno.com, at www.
shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com 

Blessings
of answered, 

unanswered prayers

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
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By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org

1750

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 11NOVEMBER 26 - DECEMBER  2, 2015

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:



OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

12 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comNOVEMBER 26 - DECEMBER  2, 2015

Recollections 
of my 1995 ar-
ticle on the busi-
ness of college 
athletics danced 
in my head when 
I heard the news 

about the University of Missouri 
football team’s refusal to play 
until the president of that Uni-
versity, Tim Wolfe, resigns or is 
dismissed.

The players said, “due to his 
negligence toward marginalized 
students’ experience” and his lax 
attitude regarding racial issues 
on campus, they would no longer 
participate in football activities. 
(Prior to the publishing date for 
this article, Tim Wolfe resigned.)

As I noted in 1995, and in sev-
eral articles on college athletics 
and the billions of dollars they 
generate, money is the name of 
the game. When coaches of col-
lege teams earn several million 
dollars per year and half-billion 
dollar stadiums are being built, 
the actual laborers, the players, 
get lost in the shuffle.

Well, the players on the Uni-
versity of Missouri football team 
are far from being invisible as 
they are making a statement that 
has divulged an economic vul-

nerability. By the time you read 
this the situation may have been 
resolved, but even if it is there 
are lessons to be learned and ac-
tions to be replicated from this 
case.

According to an article on 
NBC Sports, if the University of 
Missouri had canceled the game 
with BYU, the Tigers would have 
been on the hook for $1,000,000. 
Everything boils down to dol-
lars. If you look deeply enough, 
the young men on Missouri’s 
team are illuminating that reality 
by their actions.

Instead of wearing shirts with 
a nice-sounding slogan on them, 
or hoodies that connote illegal 
killings of black folks, black 
armbands, or writing something 
on their shoes, Missouri football 
players chose the “nuclear op-
tion,” as some in Congress would 
call it. They put their prospective 
livelihoods on the line, and they 
put their scholarships on the line 
by actually doing something sub-
stantive rather than symbolic in 
response to their legitimate con-
cerns about the conditions on 
their campus.

The sacrifice these young 
people are making cannot be 
overstated, and I commend them 
for being strong and committed 
enough to put core values be-

fore fame. I also hope the issue 
is resolved before this article 
goes to press; while they deserve 
our support and accolades, they 
should not have to suffer a loss of 
individual scholarships and their 
chances to make it to the profes-
sional ranks simply because they 
took a principled stand against 
racism.

Other athletes have already 
fought that battle and some are 
still paying the price decades 
later.

Tommie Smith, John Carlos, 
Muhammad Ali, Curt Flood, 
and Craig Hodges, just to name 
a few, took their stands against 
the system and took the blows 
that their peers were unwilling to 
take. They paid a hefty price for 
having the temerity to stand up 
and speak out.

The Missouri football players 
now find themselves in a crucible 
of consciousness, and we should 
stand with them and assure that 
they do not suffer the same fate 
as their forerunners. If they are 
“blacklisted” by the NFL, black 
people – and other sympathizers 
should boycott NFL games.

I pray that someone other than 
the usual suspects, who are sim-
ply looking for the nearest cam-
era, microphone, and a big check 
to boot, will come to the stu-

dents’ aide and help them work 
out their situation in the long 
term. They have done their part 
by exposing the underbelly of 
racial mistreatment at the univer-
sity, and they have also exposed 
the school to a financial liability 
that more than likely does not 
end with Brigham Young Uni-
versity. How many more games 
are on Missouri’s schedule?

The economic lesson from the 
players’ threatened “work stop-
page,” juxtaposed against Jona-
than Butler’s life-threatening 
hunger strike, is quite revealing. 
Butler’s life was virtually ig-
nored, but when the dollars came 
into play, things changed right 
away. The message: A black life 
does not matter, but black dollars 
do matter.

Considering all the critical is-
sues facing black people in this 
country, we would do well to 
use economic power instead of 
relying on political influence to 
make appropriate changes to our 
overall condition.

James Clingman is the na-
tion’s most prolific writer on eco-
nomic empowerment for black 
people. His latest book, Black 
Dollars Matter! Teach your dol-
lars how to make more sense, is 
available on his website, Blacko-
nomics.com.

We won the 
Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 at 
Selma, combin-
ing the power of 
a principled mass 

movement led by Dr. King and 
a compassionate president who 
did the right thing despite the 
heavy political price.

What was that cost? Well, 
President Johnson said it best 
at the time, when he told his 
aides that we’d “just lost the 
South for a generation.”

The civil rights movement 
made the moral move by 
marching across the bridge at 
Selma. LBJ did the right thing 
by signing the Voting Rights 
Act into law, knowing the price 
his party would pay.

The Jefferson Davis Demo-
crats in the South did the wrong 
thing by responding to the 
“Southern strategy” of Richard 

Nixon and the racial dog whis-
tles of Ronald Reagan. Due to 
race, the once-solid Democrat-
ic South switched over to be-
come today’s solid Republican 
South.

Now it’s been half a century. 
Not just a generation, as LBJ 
foretold, but two-and-a-half 
generations – and still the Re-
publican Party dominates be-
low the Mason-Dixon Line.

As Rachel Maddow brought 
up in last week’s presidential 
forum, the Democratic Party 
in today’s South has been “hol-
lowed out,” with only a handful 
of successful statewide Demo-
cratic candidates.

As long as that situation ex-
ists, the Democrats will be able 
to win the presidency, but what 
about the Senate and House?

The sad irony is that the 
South has benefited the most 
from the civil rights movement, 
whites and African-Americans 
together.

The tearing down of the 
“Cotton Curtain” by the civil 
rights martyrs and marchers 
meant that the South could join 
our modern economy. Popula-
tion jumped. The South could 
finally have professional sports 
teams. The civil rights move-
ment forced the development 
of integrated football teams 
at Southern colleges that now 
dominate the sport. 

The Olympics could be held 
in Atlanta in 1996, with Mu-
hammad Ali and Stevie Wonder 
at the closing ceremonies. Toy-
ota and Mercedes Benz could 
locate plants in the South, pro-
viding better jobs than cotton 
ever had.

Yet Southern politicians, 
stuck in the politics of fear, 
still poke at racial wounds for 
short-term success.

In order to starve the gov-
ernment, Southern politicians 
still refuse to invest in infra-
structure across the region. Re-

building our ports and harbors, 
investing in jobs programs 
that would employ white and 
African-American workers, 
preparing our coasts to survive 
the future Katrina-like storms 
that climate change will bring, 
accepting the Medicaid expan-
sion that would provide needed 
health care for so many fami-
lies – these public policy initia-
tives would develop the region 
even more, and open up the fu-
tures for so many young South-
erners.

Yet too many politicians and 
voters continue to choose race 
over reason. White working-
class Southern voters continue 
to run from race, choosing the 
party that backs both tax cuts 
and job cuts. This is a politi-
cal odd couple that makes no 
sense. Half a century after the 
Voting Rights Act, too many 
Southern voters are still afraid 
of change, even when it would 
benefit them.

As I watched 
the Republican 
debate on Octo-
ber 10, I thought 
about Kanye 
West and the 
comments he 
made after Hur-
ricane Katrina 

decimated New Orleans. He 
said, “George Bush doesn’t care 
about black people.” Later he 
tiptoed away from the comment 
by saying he  regretted it, but he 
never apologized.

Five years later, in 2010, Bush 
gave the Today Show’s Matt 
Lauer an interview. Bush stated 
that West’s remarks were an 

“all-time low” in his presidency.  
He went on to say, “I didn’t ap-
preciate it then, and I don’t ap-
preciate it now...I resent it.”

Let’s see. Former President 
Bush took us into Iran, and 
we’re still there. His actions 
were partly the cause of the 
Great Recession. He was widely 
described as less than intelligent 
and, in fact, a doofus. But re-
marks from West were “one of 
the most disgusting moments” 
of his presidency?

These remarks suggest that 
Bush has as little judgment as he 
was often accused of. Consider 
Iraq – New Orleans – and a tax 
code that favored the wealthy. 
Yet West’s remarks were an “all-
time low?”

Why does this West kerfuffle 
remind me of the last Republi-
can debate? Ben Carson is the 
only person on stage that used 
the work “black,” and he said it 
in connection to increasing the 
minimum wage, which he op-
poses. None of the others uttered 
a peep about African-American 
people, not in terms of entrepre-
neurship, the wealth gap, nor 
discrimination in the workplace. 
It’s fair to say that none of the 
moderators asked about race and 
the economy.

But just as the candidates 
jumped into the conversation 
when they wanted to, none 
jumped in after Carson’s remark 
(a perfect opening)

West  said, “George Bush 

doesn’t care about black peo-
ple.” One might say the same 
thing for the eight major Repub-
lican candidates who stood on 
stage and ignored black people.  
Republicans keep saying they 
want to reach out to people of 
color, but ignoring black people 
suggests that they are thinking 
about us as much as Bush did in 
2005.

They did talk about immigra-
tion, or the Latino population 
(Trump isn’t trying to build a 
wall between the United Stated 
and Canada, but between the 
United States and Mexico).   
That part of the conversation 
was, in my opinion, impracti-
cal and disparaging. How is the 
United States going to expel 

millions of people and then al-
low them to come back? Each 
of the candidates talked about 
shrinking the size of govern-
ment, but building a wall and 
deporting people would increase 
the federal payroll.

I’ve had about enough of Mar-
co Rubio’s immigrant parents 
story. He could score a couple 
of points by adding comments 
about involuntary immigrants. 
Such a comment might suggest 
to African Americans that they at 
least slightly get some of the race 
issues that plague our country, 
but those candidates ignore Afri-
can Americans on one hand, and 
offer rhetoric about including Af-
rican Americans on the other.

Race is a low priority for all of 

the candidates, Democratic and 
Republican, in the 2016 election. 
The Democrats will say some of 
the appropriate things because 
they have no choice but to recog-
nize that African Americans are 
part of their base. The Republi-
cans talk diversity, but they don’t 
practice it, and haven’t figured 
out how to weave a narrative 
about race into their conversa-
tions.

Julianne Malveaux is an au-
thor and economist based in 
Washington, DC. Her latest 
book “Are We Better Off? Race, 
Obama and Public Policy” is 
available for preorder at  HY-
PERLINK “http://www.juli-
annemalveaux.com” www.juli-
annemalveaux.com

As one of the 
co-founders of 
the evolving en-
vironmental jus-
tice movement 
worldwide, I 
am always in-

terested in how some people 
today who have amassed bil-
lionaire financial status view 
racism, slavery and the issues 
of diversity and inclusion. But 
first, let me state for the record, 
I believe in economic empow-
erment and freedom for all 
people.

Especially for people of Af-
rican descent that have experi-
enced centuries of oppression 
and economic injustice, we 
should be always aware of the 
challenges and responsibilities 
to advance the cause of free-
dom and human dignity.

Usually the standard prin-
ciples of preservation and con-
servation are used by people 
who are committed to caring 
for the protection of natural re-
sources. Also conservationists 
and preservationists are sup-
posed to help people to enjoy 
and appreciate the magnificent 
bounty of all of creation.  Wow, 
these are lofty terms.

So how is it that there is a 
billionaire named Louis Moore 
Bacon who prides himself as 
a conservationist, but yet finds 
himself now at center of ex-
panding allegations of racist 
actions in the Bahamas as well 
as in the United States? Why 
would a very successful busi-
nessman whose family was 
involved in the founding and 
funding of the Confederacy pri-
or to, during, and after the Civil 
War, take unprecedented steps 
to “preserve” and “conserve” 
former slave plantations?

In fact, the National Audu-
bon Society, one of the world’s 
leading conservation organiza-
tions, is now weighing an ur-
gent request to strip New York 
hedge fund giant Louis Bacon 
of an Audubon Society award 
that he received in 2013 for 
his work in the Bahamas. Ba-
con had attempted to preserve 
a historic slave plantation in 
the Bahamas and the Audubon 
Society originally thought that 
Bacon was up to something 
positive and good.

But in a recent letter to 
Audubon CEO David Yarnold, 
famed civil rights and high-
powered African-American 
lawyer, William H. “Billy” 
Murphy Jr., has challenged the 

Audubon Society and demand-
ed that the unjustified award to 
Bacon be rescinded.

Attorney Murphy represents 
Vivian Whylly, a 53-year-old 
native Bahamian of African 
descent whose ancestors were 
brought to Bahamas in slave 
ships and then worked and died 
as slaves on the former Whylly 
Plantation at Clifton Point.

A relevant note is that Mur-
phy also successfully repre-
sented the family of Freddie 
Gray this year after Gray died 
horrifically in Baltimore City 
police custody. According to 
Murphy, Bacon misrepresented 
the facts in getting the award 
and he also made racist com-
ments in his acceptance speech 
at the Audubon ceremony. Al-
legedly Bacon went so far as 
to praise the slave-justifying 
novel “Gone with the Wind” as 
his “holy book.”

“It was Mr. Whylly and a 
handful of other local activ-
ists who spearheaded the 1999 
movement to turn the planta-
tion into a heritage park,” Mur-
phy wrote in his letter.  The 
truth is that many Bahamians 
took to the streets back in 2013 
to protest the Audubon’s ac-
tions concerning Bacon and his 
public proclivities to trivialize 
the legacy and horror of the 
slavery of African people.

To my personal surprise as 
a result of some independent 
research about Bacon, I also 
found that he is spending a 
lot of money in North Caro-
lina to “preserve” and renovate 
the Orton Slave Plantation in 
the southeastern region of the 
state. Orton Plantation at one 
time was one of the largest and 
most brutal slave plantations in 
North America.

Bacon’s motives are not only 
questionable, but also as more 
and more research is conducted 
by Harvard University Profes-
sor Henry Louis Gates and 
other scholars about the quanti-
tative impact of the Transatlan-
tic Slave Trade on Africans and 
African Americans, we have 
to be vigilant and concerned 
about any scheme to desensi-
tize, trivialize or to downplay 
the actual genocidal realities of 
African slavery.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. 
is the president and CEO of 
the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA) 
and can be reached for na-
tional advertisement sales 
and partnership proposals 
at:“mailto:dr.bchavis@nnpa.
org” dr.bchavis@nnpa.org. 
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LEGAL

ORDINANCE APPROVING  THE CHURCH IN JACKSON  A REZONING  
FROM R-lA  (SINGLE-FAMILY) RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT AND C-2 (LIMIT-
ED) COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO SUD (SPECIAL  USE DISTRICT) WITH  
A USE PERMIT TO  ALLOW  FOR  A COMMERCIAL  COMMUNICATION 

TOWER FOR PROPERTY LOCATED  AT 358 BRIARWOOD  DRIVE 
(PARCELS 723-79- 3, 723-80, 723-82 AND 723-82-1), CASE NO.3908.

WHEREAS, The Church in Jackson has filed a petition to rezone property lo-
cated at 358 Briarwood Drive (Parcels 723-79-3, 723-80, 723-82 and 723-82-
I), in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, 
from R- IA (Single-Family) Residential District and C-2 (Limited) Commercial 
District to SUD (Special Use District) with a Use Permit to allow for a com-
mercial communication tower; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required pub-
lic hearing, has recommended approval to  rezone  the property  from  R-IA  
(Single-Family)  Residential District and C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to 
SUD (Special Use District) with a Use Permit to allow for a commercial com-
munication tower; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of 
said petition had been published in The Mississippi Link on July 3, 2015  and 
July 17, 2015 that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City Planning 
Board on July 22, 2015, and that notice had been given that the said petition 
would be tabled and heard by the Planning Board on August 26, 2015, all as 
provided for by ordinances of the City of Jackson  and the laws of the State 
of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City Planning Board had recommended 
approval of the petitioned rezoning of the above described property to SUD 
(Special Use District) with a Use Permit to allow for a commercial communica-
tion tower; and

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and inter-
ested citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 
2:30 p.m., Monday, September 21, 2015 to consider said change, based upon 
the record of the case as developed before the City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS,  the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion 
that such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to 
the best interest of the City and that there has been a substantial change 
in the land use character of the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the 
property and there is a public need for additional property in that area zoned 
in accordance with the request in said application since any previous City 
Council action; and

WHEREAS,  the Council, after having considered the matter, is of the opinion 
that the proposed use would not be detrimental to the continued use, value, or 
development of properties in the vicinity; would not adversely affect vehicular 
or pedestrian traffic in the vicinity; and would be able to be accommodated 
by existing or proposed public services and facilities including, but not limited 
to, water, sanitary sewer, streets, drainage, police and fire protection, and 
schools; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District  of Hinds 

County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:

Parcels 723-82 & 723-82-1

A part of Lots 38 and 39 of Block “B” of Fern wood Subdivision, according to 
map or plat of said subdivision on file and of record in the office of the Chan-
cery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson,  Mississippi,  in  Plat Book 4  at  Page 
76  thereof, said  tract  here conveyed  being described as follows, to wit:

Commencing at the southeast corner of said Lot 38, run thence north along 
the east boundary line of Lot 38 a distance of 210’ to a point’ run thence west-
erly and along a line parallel to and 210’ north of the south line of said Lot 38 
a distance of 100’ to a point in the west boundary line of said Lot 38; continue 
thence westerly a distance of 5’, to a point; run thence north and along a 
line parallel to and 5’ west of the west line of said Lot 38 a distance of 225.6 
more or less to a point in the north line of Lot 39, which point is 5’ measured 
westerly from the northeast comer of said Lot 39; from said point run thence 
west and along the north line of said Lot 39 a distance of 95’ to a point which 
is the northwest corner of said lot 39 and the northeast corner of Lot 40 of said 
subdivision, run thence south and along the boundary line between said Lots 
39 and 40 a distance of 435.6’ more or less to a point which is the southwest 
corner of said Lot 39 and southeast corner of said Lot 40; run thence east and 
along the south boundary line of Lot 39 the distance of 100’ to a point which 
is the southeast corner of said Lot 39 and the southwest corner of said Lot 
38; continue thence east along the south boundary line of Lot 38 the distance 
of  100’ to a point, which point is the POINT OF BEGINNING and which point 
is the southeast corner of said Lot 38 and the southwest corner of Lot 37 of 
said subdivision.

Also, Lot 40, Block “B”, Fernwood Subdivision, according to the map or plat 
thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds Coun-
ty, at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 4 at page 76, reference to which is 
hereby made.

Less, a parcel situated in Lots 39 and 40 of Block “B” of Fernwood Subdivi-
sion, according to a map or plat of said subdivision on file and of record in 
the office the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat 
Book 4 at page 76 thereof, reference to which is made in aid of and as a part 
of this description and being described as follows:

Commence at the northwest comer of the said Lot 40, said northwest corner 
being the POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein described and run 
thence south for a distance of 254.79’ along the west line of the said Lot 40 
to the southwest corner of the parcel herein described; thence run east and 
along a line parallel to the north line of the said Lots 39 and 40 for a distance 
of 120.0’ to the southeast corner of the parcel herein described; thence run 
north and along a line parallel to the west line of the said Lot 40 for a distance 
of 254.79’ to the northeast corner  of the parcel herein  described; thence  
run west along the north line of the said Lot 39 for a distance  of 20.0’ to the 
northwest corner of said Lot 39; thence  run west along the north line of the 
said Lot 40 for a distance of 100.0’ to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

Parcels 723-79-3

Lots 33, 34,  35, and 36 of Fernwood Subdivision, a subdivision of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi, according to the map or plat thereof in file and of record 

in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, 
in Plat Book 4 at Page 76, reference to which map or plat is herein made in 
aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcels 723-80

Lot Thirty-seven  (37) of Block “B” of Fernwood Subdivision, a subdivision  ac-
cording to the map or plat of which  is of record in the office of the  Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds  County, Mississippi, in the Plat Book 4 at Page 76, reference 
to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of this  description.

is  hereby  rezoned  and  changed  from  R-IA  (Single-Family)  Residential  
District  and  C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to SUD (Special Use District) 
with a Use Permit to allow for a commercial communication tower, however 
that before a permit is issued for any structure to be erected or modified on 
the property located at 358 Briarwood Drive, or for any use thereof, the ap-
plicant must meet the requirements established through the Site Plan Review 
process. The Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change on the 
Official Zoning Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi.

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by 
the petitioner.

SECTION 3.  That this Ordinance shall be effective  thirty (30) days after its 
passage and after publication of same by the petitioner.

President Priester   recognized,  James  Hughes,  Applicant,  who  addressed  
the  Council  and argued in favor of a Rezoning from R-IA (Single-Family)  
Residential District and C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to SUD (Special 
Use District) with a Use Permit to allow for a commercial communication 
tower.

There was no opposition from the public.

Council Member Priester moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded. 

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester and Stamps.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon, Stokes and Tillman.

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore
City Clerk

I, Kristi  Moore, the duly appointed, qualified  City Clerk  and  lawful custodian  
of records  of the City Council of Jackson,  Mississippi and  seal of said City, 
certify  that  the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by 
the City Council at its regular zoning meeting on the 21st day of September, 
2015, and  recorded  in Minute  Book “6H”, pages 691-693.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 9th day of October, 
2015.

Kristi Moore
City Clerk

11/19/2015 11/26/2015
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE

ZONING CASE NO. 3921

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Gil Sidi d/b/a Old Cola Plant, LLC has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from C80-C2 (Lim-
ited) Commercial District to C80-C3 (General) Commercial District, to allow for an 
automotive service and repair establishment  on property located at 1421 High-
way 80 West, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

A tract of land containing 11.25 acres, more or less, situated in Southeast ¼  of 
Section 8 and in the Southwest ¼ of Section 9, T5N-R1E, Jackson, Hinds County, 
Mississippi and being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Southwest corner of aforesaid Section 9 and run North along 
the Western Boundary of said Section 9 for a distance of 1180 feet to the Southern 
Right -of-Way Line of U.S. Highway 80 and the Point of Beginning for the property 
herein described; thence South 83 degrees 14 minutes 00 seconds East along 

said Southern Right-of-Way Line for a distance of 504.50 feet; leaving said South-
ern Right-of-Way Line, run thence South 17 degrees 45 Minutes  48 Seconds 
West for a distance of 351.74 feet; thence North 84 degree 11 minutes 03 Sec-
onds for a distance of 120.33 feet; thence South 17 degrees 21 minutes 51 sec-
onds  West for a distance of 137.26 feet; thence Southeasterly, counterclockwise 
along the arc of a curve for a distance of 85.87 fee, said curve having a central 
angle of 24 degree 35 minutes 59 seconds, a radius of 200.00 feet and a chord 
bearing of South 48 degree 54 minutes 29 seconds East for a distance of 85.21 
feet; thence South 40 degrees 32 minutes  15 seconds West for a distance of 
120.00 feet; thence South 66 degrees 02 minutes  22 seconds East for a distance 
of 271.14 feet to the Western Right-of-Way line of U.S. Highway 51 (Terry Rd); 
thence South 40 degrees 13 minutes and 15 seconds West along said Western 
Right-of-Way line for a distance of 101.39 feet; leaving said Western Right-of-Way 
line, run thence North 66 degrees 02 minutes 22 seconds West for a distance of 
267.47 feet; thence South 41 degrees  24 minutes 02 seconds West for a dis-
tance of 26.29 feet; thence North 00 degrees 27 minutes 02 seconds West for a 
distance of 75.58 feet; thence North 65 degrees 51 minutes 00 seconds West for a 
distance of 234.40 feet; thence North 01 degrees 51 minutes 00 seconds East for 
a distance of 193.05 feet; thence North 83 degrees 14 minutes 00 seconds West 
for a distance of 498.05 feet; thence North 08 degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds 
East for a distance of 400.00 feet to the aforesaid Southern Right-of-Way line of 
U.S. Highway 80; thence South 83 degree 14 minutes 00 seconds East along said 

Southern Right-of-Way line for a distance of 507.50 feet to the Point of Beginning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 16, 
2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both 
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the 
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel 
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in 
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 20th day of November 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/26/2015, 12/10/2015

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE

ZONING CASE NO. 3920

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Sandra Boyd has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jack-
son, an application requesting a 270 feet Variance from the 500 feet  distance 
requirement for the separation of land uses between night clubs and bars, and 
any church, school, kindergarten or funeral home within the C80-C2 (Limited) 
Commercial District on property located at 1700 University Blvd, Suite 9, in the 
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly de-
scribed as:

A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND, together with all the buildings and improve-
ments thereon and all of the rights, ways, privileges, servitudes, appurtenances 
and advantages thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining, situated in the 
Southwest Y¼ of  the Southwest ¼ and the Southeast  ¼. of  the Southwest ¼ of 
Section 9, T5N-R1E, City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as follows:

Begin at an existing ½’’ iron pin marking the Southwest corner of the Southeast 

¼. of the Southwest ¼. of said Section 9, T5N-R1E; said point also being on the 
North right-of-way line of Linde Air Road (as now laid out and improved); from said 
POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence North 89 degrees 31 minutes 18 seconds 
West along the line between Sections 9 and 16 and along said North right-of-way 
line of Linde Air Road for a distance of 236.37 feet to the Point of Curvature of a 
11.6164 degree curve bearing to the right having a central angle of 44 degrees 
29 minutes 01 seconds and a radius of 494.08 feet; run thence along said North 
right-of-way line of Linde Air Road and along the arc of said curve an arc length of 
383.60 feet to a set W’ iron pin marking the Point of Tangency of said curve; said 
curve having a chord bearing of North 69 degrees 50 minutes 26 seconds West 
and a chord distance of 374.03 feet; run thence North 48 degrees 23 minutes 39 
seconds West along said North right-of-way of Linde Air Road for a distance of 
152.02 feet to a set ½” iron pin on the East right-of-way line of Terry Road- Old 
U.S. Highway 51 (as now laid out and improved); leaving said North right-of-way 
line of Linde Air Road, run thence North 41 degrees 02 minutes 04 seconds  East 
along said East right-of-way line of Terry Road for a distance of 659.56 feet to a 
set ½” iron pin on the South line of the Van T. Orton property as described in deed 
recorded in Deed Book 4980 at Page 787, on file and of record in the office of the 
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson Mississippi; leaving said East right-
of-way line of Terry Road, run thence South 82 degrees 42 minutes 20 seconds 
East along the South line of said Orton property for a distance of 360.00 feet to a 
set ½” iron pin; leaving said South line of the Orton property, run thence South 07 
degrees 24 minutes 47 seconds West along the West line of the Joseph W. Hay-

les property as described in deed recorded in Deed Book 5111 at Page 758, on file 
and of record in the aforesaid Chancery Clerk’s office for a distance of 689.38 feet 
to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 9.069 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 16, 
2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both 
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the 
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before 
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel 
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in 
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 20th day of November 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/26/2015, 12/10/2015

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR                          
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2015 AT 
6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAM-
BERS OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS HEREBY 
SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS NAM-
ING THE WALKING TRAIL IN BAT-
TLEFIELD PARK AS DR. JAMES 
ANDERSON WALKING TRAIL IN 
HONOR OF DR. JAMES ANDER-
SON IN CONSIDERATION OF THE 
FOLLOWING: 

Ordinance of the City Council of 
Jackson, Mississippi Naming Bat-
tlefield Park’s Walking Trail as Dr. 
James Anderson Walking Trail 

11/19/2015
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© Feature Exchange

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 3022 - Bow Hunting Lease on Sixteenth Section Lands

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) December 03, 2015, at which time and place they will be 
publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the accep-
tance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are 
opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of 
charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, 
or documents may be picked up at the above address. Bid proposal may be 
downloaded from our website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us.  

11/19/2015, 11/26/2015
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 LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that Proposals will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, December 
1, 2015. The City of Jackson, Mississippi requests proposals from arts 
groups and other community organizations for arts and community devel-
opment projects providing services to the citizens in the City of Jackson.

Financial assistance is available to support art and community develop-
ment activities designed to increase awareness, understanding and ap-
preciation of the arts and improve the quality of life among the citizens of 
Jackson.  This solicitation seeks proposals with an emphasis on educa-
tional activities and youth services.

Grant awards offered by the City of Jackson shall represent supplemental 
funding in support of arts and community development projects.  To be eli-
gible for funding, proposing organizations must have verifiable cash match 
contributions that equals to at least 50% of project costs.

A Workshop on the Request for Proposals packet is scheduled for No-
vember 23, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. at the Municipal Art Gallery located at 839 
North State Street. Those interested in submitting proposals should attend 
this Workshop.

For the Request for Proposals packet, please contact Louis Armstrong or 
Gloria Fields-Anderson at (601) 960-0383.  All proposals must be sealed 
and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: Proposal for General 
Funds Arts Grants. Proposal packets will be opened on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 1, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber at City Hall, 219 South 
President Street.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all propos-
als. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

By:  Adriane Dorsey-Kidd, Director
        Department of Human and Cultural Services

11/19/2015, 11/26/2015
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CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN & CULTURAL SERVICES

FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016
HOMELESS SERVICES SOLICITATION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is soliciting proposals for its Fiscal Year 2015-
2016 for Homeless Services Programs.  Organizations that provide homeless 
services to the homeless population in the City of Jackson are encouraged to 
submit a proposal.

Limited financial assistance is available to support comprehensive wraparound 
social services, housing and employment services to the homeless in the City of 
Jackson.  The proposed services must connect the homeless and those at risk of 
becoming homeless with appropriate services to assist them to access, stabilize 
and/or retain permanent housing. The provision of direct services is required to 
secure funding.

Grant awards offered by the City of Jackson shall provide supplemental funding in 
support of homeless programs.  To be eligible for funding, proposing organizations 
must have verifiable cash match contributions that equal to 25% of project cost. 
Grant funds cannot be used in conjunction with City of Jackson CDBG or ESG funds.

The detailed Request for Proposals (RFP) may be picked up at the Department 
of Human and Cultural Services located at 1000 Metro Center Drive, Suite 100, 
Jackson, Mississippi, or you may request an electronic copy by contacting Gloria 
Fields-Anderson at gfanderson@city.jackson.ms.us.

A workshop on the application process will be conducted on November 23, 2015at 
10:00 A.M. at the Municipal Art Gallery located at 839 N. State Street. Those in-
terested in submitting proposals are urged to attend the workshop. Proposals are 
due in the City Clerk’s Office by 3:30 p.m. on December 1, 2015.  

11/19/2015, 11/26/2015
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, DEC 9, 2015, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW 
JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD 
BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

OLD BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-21, REQUEST BY: ERIN GUYTON TO MODIFY THE EX-
TERIOR OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1621 PEACHTREE ST. IN THE BEL-
HAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-25, REQUEST BY: WALT WOFFORD TO ADD A NEW AD-
DITION AND OTHER EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS TO PROPERTY LOCAT-
ED AT 1331 ST. MARY ST.  IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

OTHER ITEMS

ADJOURN
11/19/2015, 11/26/2015

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 012-15

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Pro-
posal”) for professional services from financial management and planning 
consultants with experience in the field of airport financial management to 
support the professional financial management staff in the development of 
a financial management plan, for public financing related services, and to 
provide highly technical consulting services on funds management issues for 
JMAA.

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. 
central time on December 30, 2015 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of 
JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General 
Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and 
Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Informa-
tion for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s 
Procurement Specialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

11/26/2015
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE

ZONING CASE NO. 3923

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Mount Nebo Baptist Church has filed with the Planning Board for 
the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow construction 
for a multi-purpose facility within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District, 
on property located at 1245 Tunica Street, in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

PARCEL 159-113

Certain properties located in Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17 and an un-
numbered lot of Block 13 of the College Suburb Survey and recorded in Plat 
Book 1 at Page 66 of the Hinds County Chancery Clerk’s Office, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the Northwestern corner of Lot 6, Block 13 of said College Suburb 
Survey, being represented by an 1” iron pipe and thence run North 89 degrees 
57 minutes 19 seconds East for a distance of 145.00 feet to a 1” iron pipe found 
on the west right-of-way line of Tunica Street; thence run South 00 degrees 09 
minutes 33 seconds West for a distance of 279.81 feet to a 1” iron pipe found; 
thence leave said right-of-way and run North 89 degrees 58 minutes 35 seconds 
West for a distance of 144.78 feet to a ½”  iron rebar set; thence run South 00 
degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds West for a distance of 284.84 feet to a ½” iron 
rebar set on the north right-of-way of the Railroad Property; thence run North 88 
degrees 29 minutes 41 seconds West for a distance of 145.05 feet to a ½ “ rebar 
set, said point also lying on the east right-of-way line of Tupelo Street; thence 
run North 00 degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a 
distance of 491.26 feet to a ½” iron rebar found; thence run North 00 degrees 01 
minutes 46 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a distance of 69.72 feet to 
a ½” iron rebar set; thence leave said right  of-way and run South 89 degrees 52 
minutes 33 seconds East for a distance of 145.41 feet back to the Point of Begin-
ning containing 2.80 acres, more or less.

PARCEL 159-133

Certain properties located in Lots 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 and an 
un-numbered lot of Block 14 of the College Suburb Survey and recorded in Plat 
Book 1 at Page 66 of the Hinds County Chancery Clerk’s Office, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the Northwestern corner of Lot 6, Block 14 of said College Suburb 
Survey, being represented by an ½” iron rebar found on the west right-of-way of 
Tupelo Street and thence run South 00 degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds West for 
a distance of 560.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set on the north right-of-way of the 
Railroad Property; thence run North 88 degrees 29 minutes 41 seconds West 
for a distance of 145.05 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run North 00 degrees 
01 minutes 46 seconds East for a distance of 346.28 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; 
thence run North 89 degrees 58 minutes 14 seconds West for a distance of 
145.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set on the east right-of-way line of Aberdeen Street; 
thence run North 00 degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds East, along said right-of-
way, for a distance of 210.00 feet to a ½”  iron rebar set; thence run North 00 
degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a distance of 
140.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set on the south right-of-way line of Lynch Street; 
thence run 89 degrees 58 minutes 14 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for 
a distance of 70 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run South 89 degrees 58 min-
utes 14 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a distance of 75.00 feet to a ½” 
iron rebar set; thence leave said right-of-way and run South 00 degrees 01 min-
utes 46 seconds West for a distance of 140.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence 
run South 89 degrees 58 minutes 14 seconds East for a distance of 144.94 feet 
back to the Point of Beginning containing 3.02 acres, more or less. 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 16, 
2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard 
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon 
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council 
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 20th day of November 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/26/2015, 12/10/2015
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE

ZONING CASE NO. 3922

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, 
that Electric Guard Dog LLC  has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jack-
son, an application requesting a two (2) ft. Variance from the eight (8) ft. maximum 
height requirement to  install a  ten (10) ft. security fence which will be powered by 
a 12V battery independent of the power grid in an I-1  (Light) Industrial District, for 
property located at 1820 University Blvd. (Parcels: 201-130-1, 201-87, 201-132, 
201-133 & 201-34), in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY SITUATED IN SECTION 16, 
TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, IN THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSIS-
SIPPI, DESCRIBE AS FOLLOWS:

PARCEL NUMBERS 201-87 AND 201-130-1
COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, 
RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUNTY MISSISSIPPI AND RUN SOUTH 00o 59’ 50” 
WEST, 382.29 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PARCEL DE-
SCRIBED HEREAFTER.

FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING RUN THENCE NORTH 40o 59’ 50” EAST, 
22.4 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 56o 56’ 29” EAST, 239.12 FEET; THENCE NORTH 
32o 53’ 57” EAST 99.35 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 57o 00’ 50” EAST 100.00 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 32o 59’ 10” WEST, 437.81 FEET; THENCE NORTH 50o 45’ 51” 
WEST, 163.40 FEET; THENCE NORTH 00o 59’ 50” EAST, 148.56 FEET BACK 

TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, A PARCEL SITUATED IN THE NW ¼ OF THE 
NW ¼ OF SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUN-
TY MISSISSIPPI AND CONTAINING 1.709 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

PARCEL NUMBER 201-132
COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, 
RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI AND RUN THENCE SOUTH 
00o 59’ 50” WEST, 530.85 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING RUN THENCE SOUTH 57o 13’ 02” EAST, 
163.40 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 32o 59’ 10” WEST, 180.20 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 50o 45’ 51” WEST, 55.29 FEET; THENCE NORTH 00o 59’ 50” EAST, 
204.69 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, A PARCEL SITUATED IN 
THE NW ¼ OF THE NW ¼ OF SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 4 NORTH, RANGE 1 
EAST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI AND CONTAINING 0.440 ACRES MORE 
OR LESS.

PARCEL NUMBER 201-133
COMMENCE AT THE COMMON CORNER OF SECTIONS 8, 9, 16 AND 17, 
TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST; THENCE RUN SOUTH ALONG THE 
LINE BETWEEN SECTIONS 16 AND 17 FOR A DISTANCE OF 745.72 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH ALONG SAID LINE 
BETWEEN SECTIONS 16 AND 17 A DISTANCE OF 293.62 FEET; THENCE RUN 
THE FOLLOWING BEARINGS AND DISTANCES ALONG THE NORTHERLY 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 20, SOUTH 33 DEGREES 
06 MINUTES West, 150.93 FEET; NORTH 53 DEGREES 34 MINUTES WEST, 
97.45 FEET; NORTH 33 DEGREES 29 MINUTES WEST, 140.49 FEET; NORTH 
00 DEGREES  28 MINUTES EAST, 232.33 FEET; NORTH 06 DEGREES 06 
MINUTES EAST, 91 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 41 DEGREES 26 MINUTES 
EAST ALONG THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SAID INTERSTATE 

HIGHWAY 20 AND TERRY ROAD, 84.34 FEET; THENCE LEAVING SAID RIGHT 
OF WAY LINE, RUN SOUTH 50 DEGREES 17 MINUTES EAST, 222.30 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

PARCEL NUMBER 201-134
LEASEHOLD INT IN THE FOLLOWING:  BEG NW COR, NW ¼ SEC 15 T5 F1E 
S 745.72 FT TO POB SE/LY 276.20 FT, SW/LY 81.84 FT NW/LY APP 102 FT TO 
W/L FRONTAGE RD SW/LY 144.66 FT N 293.62 FT TO POB PT NW ¼ NW ¼ 
SEC 16 T5N R1E LESS TO ST MID PT

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 16, 2015, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. 
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the 
City will take steps to accommodate citizens’ need for interpreters or auxiliary aids 
for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 20th day of November 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/26/2015, 12/10/2015



MEDICAL BILLING SPECIALISTS
NEEDED! Train at home for a career
working with Medical Billing and
Insurance Claims. NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training at Bryan
University! HS Diploma/GED and
Computer/Internet needed. 1-877-259-
3880.

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! We offer training and
certifications running bulldozers, back-
hoes and excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-
362-6497.

CDL-A OWNER OPERATORS: O/O
Flatbed. Earn 80% gross. Home week-
ends! Year round freight. Permits provid-
ed. File/pay fuel taxes. 25 years of age, 2
years OTR. 870-336-9051.
DRIVER - CDL/A. READY TO MAKE
MORE MONEY IN A NEW CAREER?
Get your CDL_A in 22 days with no out-
of-pocket tuition cost! We pay you while
you train. New pay increase. Classes
starting every Monday. Refresher course
available. Must be 21 years of age. 855-
378-9335. EOE.
w w w. k l l m d r i v i n g a c a d e m y. c o m

PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or confer-
ence room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Partially furnished if
interested. Excellent neighbors. Great
space for small business or nonprofit
association or charity. Call Monica to
arrange a viewing. 601-981-3060, or e-
m a i l
mgilmer@mspress.org.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!          Get
a whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-
8 7 7 - 3 8 1 - 8 0 0 4 .

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
p i n g .
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
FREE Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1-800-319-2526.
GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

F o r  R e n t

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of November 22, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.

Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.

Nov22_MCAN

For information about advertising in 

The 
Mississippi 

Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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Get 
DISH!
promotional prices 
starting at only ...

for 12 months.
Not eligible with Hopper.

$19./mo.
99

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB62015

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Save 50% With qualifying packages and offers.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED 
TODAY!
where available

Offer subject to change based on 
premium channel availability.

For 3 months.
PREMIUM CHANNELS

FREE

FREE
in up to 6 rooms

SAME DAY
INSTALLATION

$14./mo.
95

ADD 
HIGH-SPEED
INTERNET

where available

Want The Best Deal 
On TV & Internet?

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. All prices, fees, 
charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.  PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top 250; $30 per month with America’s Top 
200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5 per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional 
period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with 
Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service 
disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 
6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME 
ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are 
non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, 
$12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time 
Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features 
must be enabled by customer and are subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on 
ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, 
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be transferred. ALL OTHER 
RECEIVER MODELS:  Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified former DISH residential customers in the 
continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and 
state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment 
testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after installation. Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card 
provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com 
or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On 
Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is 
required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA 
League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, 
nonproratable and nontransferable once the season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. 
All Rights Reserved. NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS. 
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
JSU STUDENT UNION
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
LUMPKINS BBQ
182 Raymond Road
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
PIGGLY WIGGLY
2875 McDowell Road
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
MARDI GRAS CAFÉ  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
MACK’S CAFÉ
103 West Madison Street
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

JSU Athletics donates food to Stewpot Alcorn claims SWAC Eastern 
Division with win over Alabama A&M

The Jackson State Division of 
Athletics, in conjunction with 
the Early Childhood Center, the 
Division of Student Affairs and 
JSU’s ROTC program, helped 
to officially kickoff the holiday 
season in the Jackson Metro 
area by donating frozen turkeys 
and canned food goods to the 
Mississippi Food Network and 
the Stewpot.

Jackson State made its initial 
contribution, of over 60 tur-
keys, to both organizations on 
Monday, Nov. 16 and followed 
up with additional items on 

Tuesday.
“With the holidays fast ap-

proaching this is just one of the 
ways that we want to give back 
to the community that supports 
us here at Jackson State,” said 
Genese Lavalais, JSU’s senior 
woman administrator/associate 
director of Athletics for Aca-
demics.

The initiative, which was 
called Turkeys from Tigers, was 
spearheaded by the JSU Athlet-
ics Academic Enhancement 
Center, which helps coordinate 
community service projects for 
student-athletes, and other units 

on campus were invited to par-
ticipate.

“This just shows that at JSU 
athletics is more than just a 
game and we care about our 
community,” said Rafael Or-
daz, Academic Counselor I in 
the AAEC. “We have several 
projects where we have our 
student-athletes out in the com-
munity throughout the year.”

The food donated to the 
Stewpot and the Mississippi 
Food Network will be distrib-
uted to individuals and families 
in need throughout the holiday 
season.

LORMAN –The Alcorn State 
University Braves’ (7-3, 6-2 
Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference) 56-3 victory over the 
Alabama A&M Bulldogs (2-8, 
2-6) earned them their second 
trip in a row to the 2016 SWAC 
Championship Game.

 The Braves struck first on 
a 30-yard LENORRIS FOOT-
MAN touchdown pass to MAR-
QUIS WARFORD in the first 
quarter to give them a 7-0 lead. 
Later in the quarter, WARREN 
GATEWOOD picked off Ala-
bama A&M quarterback, giv-
ing the Braves the momentum.

 In the second quarter, War-
ford scored his second touch-
down of the game on a 35-

yard sprint to put the Braves 
up by 14. The Bulldogs got on 
the board with a 32-yard field 
goal, but their success was 
short-lived. A few possessions 

later, DARRYAN RAGSDALE 
found an opening in the Bull-
dog defense and raced for a 75-
yard score, giving the Braves a 
20-3 lead.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

JSU athletes Richard Brown (baseball), Jasmine Johnson (women’s track), Markayisha Masani (vol-
leyball), Quiona McAdam-Mitchell (soccer) and James-Zaquel Curtis (men’s track) show off Turkeys 
from Tigers.

JSU wins SWAC volleyball title
BATON ROUGE – Jackson 

State won the 2015 SWAC Volley-
ball Tournament Championship 
with a 3-1 (25-14, 17-25, 25-23, 
25-13) win over defending cham-
pion Alabama State at the Clifford 
Seymour Gymnasium Sunday.

It is the third title in five years 
for the Tigers (15-21), and the first 
since 2012.

In a battle of the top two seeds in 
the SWAC Eastern Division, it was 
the top-seeded Tigers that roared 
out of the gate with a 13-3 start 
to the match. Alabama State (21-
15) never mounted a consistent 
offensive response – the Hornets 
committed nine errors as opposed 
to seven kills in the period – as the 
Tigers cruised to an opening-set 
triumph.

The roles switched in set two, as 
the Hornets opened things up on a 
9-3 scoring run. Despite spurts of 
offense from Jackson State, 11 er-
rors in the set derailed any attempt 
at a sustained comeback, and the 
quick start was enough to fuel Ala-
bama State through the frame.

A back-and-forth third started 
to lean in favor of the Tigers when 
they earned the advantage with 
six straight points to snap a 9-9 
tie. Jackson State looked poised to 
wrap up the period, but Alabama 
State reeled off four straight points 
to cut JSU’s lead to 19-17. The 
Tigers halted the rally with one of 
their own but held off a late ASU 
charge to claim the set.

In the fourth set, the Tigers 
broke a 6-6 game open with a 13-4 
run that ultimately powered the Ti-

gers to the title.
The Tigers were led by Taija 

Thomas, who notched 14 kills and 
three digs. Tournament MVP Mi-
kayla Rolle added 13 kills, three 
blocks and two service aces. Alex-
sis Ford picked up 13 putaways as 
well, and Jenna Siddiqui account-
ed for 11 kills, 31 assists and six 
digs.

Alabama State’s Myla Marshall 
picked up 14 kills and six blocks. 
Kori Kutsch put up 24 helpers and 
five digs. Rachel Smith had eight 
kills.

Jackson State clinches an auto-
matic berth in the NCAA Volley-
ball Tournament, and will find out 
its opening-round opponent during 
the tournament selection show, 
which will be Nov. 29 at 8 p.m. on 
ESPNU.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Moody recorded three sacks against AAMU PHOTO BY MICHAEL JONES
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Congressman Thompson 
announces FEMA funding 

Shop local on Small 
Business Saturday

Jackson Medical Mall Foundation 
to host Christmas parade Dec. 1

The second annual Sis-
ter Thea Bowman Catholic 
School (formerly Christ 
the King Catholic School)  
Scholarship Banquet ti-
tled, “An Evening with 
James Meredith” Schol-
arship banquet was held 
Nov. 13 in the Christ the 
King Catholic Church 
Multiple Purpose Building 
in Canton. Proceeds from 
the event go toward tuition 
assistance for students 
who would like to attend 
the school. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Con-
gressman Bennie G. Thompson 
(D-MS) released the following 
statement Nov. 20 announcing 
a $1.4 million funding award to 
Jackson from the  U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA). 

“I am pleased to announce 
that the State of Mississippi 
will receive a FEMA grant 
in the amount of $1,477,321 
which will meet 75 percent of 

the overall financial need of the 
city of Jackson to address a se-
vere issue with repetitive flood-
ing experienced by communi-
ties in our state’s capitol.

“This grant will fund the 
construction phase to address 
repetitive flooding from Lynch 
Creek that has affected apart-
ment buildings and households 
in the West Jackson area near 
Ellis Avenue and Robinson 
Road in the city of Jackson. 
The city will widen the creek 
and improve the slope, thereby 

deepening Lynch Creek from 
St. Charles Avenue past Rob-
inson Road. Additionally, this 
grant will help to increase ca-
pacity and prevent flooding of 
nearby residences and busi-
nesses.

“This is much needed fund-
ing for the city of Jackson that 
will help reduce the occurrence 
of repetitive flooding in west 
Jackson. This is a step in the 
right direction and I look for-
ward to these resources making 
a positive difference.” 

Every year, Gallup asks peo-
ple how much confidence they 
have in various institutions.

The results aren’t surprising. 
Only 8 percent had “a great 
deal” or “quite a lot” of confi-
dence in Congress. Big business 
scored 21 percent. That’s no bet-
ter than TV news.

Small business, on the other 
hand, came in second with 67 
percent of respondents consider-
ing it trustworthy. Only the U.S. 
military scored higher.

While politicians bicker with 
each other and Wall Street focus-
es on the 1 percent, Main Street 
remains the lifeblood of our 
economy and our communities.

According to the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, small 
businesses account for most 
of the jobs in this country, and 
small businesses create most of 
America’s net new jobs.

You probably don’t know 
the owner of a big department 
store, but there’s a good chance 
you know a few small-business 
owners. They’re our friends 

and neighbors. They’re among 
the most generous supporters 
of civic groups, local charities, 
youth sports, schools and virtu-
ally every other form of com-
munity activity.

Small businesses do a lot 

to help our community, and, 
on Nov. 28, the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, we’ll have an op-
portunity to thank them. That’s 
because Nov. 28 is Small Busi-
ness Saturday, the Saturday after 
Black Friday.

Black Friday, of course, is 
when families wake early, sit 
in traffic, compete with other 
drivers for decent parking spots, 
jostle with crowds and stand in 
line to buy things probably no 
one asked for or really wants.

Small Business Saturday 
is the opposite of that. Small 
Business Saturday is when you 
shop at small, locally-owned 
businesses for things you sim-
ply can’t find at the mall, and 
instead of dealing with tempo-
rary workers who don’t know 

the merchandise, there’s a good 
chance you’ll be dealing directly 
with the owner who cares very 
much about making you happy 
so you’ll come back time and 
again throughout the year.

The campaign to “shop small” 
on the Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing started in 2010 as an effort 
to give small businesses – many 
struggling to get out of the red 
after a long recession – a much 
needed shot in the arm.

When you shop local and 
shop small, you’re supporting 
your community. When you 
shop at a chain store, most of the 
money goes back to some cor-
porate office somewhere else, 
but when you shop on Main 
Street, most of that money stays 
here at home.

This year, make a difference 
in your community. Shop local 
on Small Business Saturday.

Ron Aldridge is the Mississip-
pi state director of the National 
Federation of Independent Busi-
ness, the state’s leading small-
business association. He lives in 
Jackson and can be reached at 
ron.aldridge@NFIB.org. 

The Jackson Medical Mall 
Foundation will host its annual  
Richard F. Polk Christmas Parade 
at 5:30 p.m. Dec. 1 at the Jackson 
Medical Mall.

This year the Foundation is con-
tinuing to promote biker safety in 
the name of a fallen officer, Of-

ficer Richard F. Polk, retired JPD 
officer and security guard at the 
Jackson Medical Mall, who was 
killed in a tragic motorcycle acci-
dent more than a year ago.

The night will be filled with ex-
hilaration as we gather to celebrate 
the holiday season.

The Jackson Medical Mall 

Foundation is still seeking partici-
pants such as dance groups, bands, 
floats, horse clubs, biker clubs and 
more.

Those interested in participating 
in the parade should contact the 
Jackson Medical Mall Founda-
tion (601) 982-8467 or email info-
jmmf@jacksonmedicalmall.org.

Thea Bowman Catholic School banquet held
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Dr. Pam Self (from left), Angela Mason; Shae Goodman-Robinson, principal; James Meredith, guest speaker; Sadie Wesley-Watts; Fr. Ricardo Phipps, pastor of Christ the King Catholic Church 
and Sen. Sollie Norwood, District 28, attended the banquet.

Shae Goodman-Robinson and Meredith enjoyed talking 
after eating food catered by Paul Anthony’s Catering. 

Meredith was the guest speaker for the event

Jayla German, second grader at Sister Thea Bowman Catholic School shakes Meredith’s hand after 
presenting him with a gift and trophy. STB Student Council Representatives Joseph Thomas, sixth grader 
and Synia Means, first grader assisted in the presentation during the banquet. 

The Sister Thea Bowman Catholic School Choir entertained guests with two selections – “When Jesus Says Yes” and “Just Want to Praise You” at the banquet. The students are (from left, front row) Clarence Ngong, Saniyah 
Moses, Ivonna Tucker, Prince Peterson, Synia Means, Samantha Anderson, Yanela Yedjou, Charis Ngong, Janeen Oudu, James Burwell, Ola Rono, and Ashleigh Mason. Students on the second row are (from left)  Gabrielle 
Gray, Jayla German, Caleb Edwards, Raynia Ruffin, Scott Funches, Cassie Anderson, Julien Dampeer, Michelle Salah, Alexander Mason and Zaniah Purvis. Students on the third row are (from left) Joseph Thomas, Bobby 
Watts, Jasmine Peterson, Alyssa James, Tariq Tillison, Chelcee Porter, Lalita Peterson, Talia Tillison, Jeremey Dixon, Myles Conway, and Malick Yedjou. In the back ground accompanying the students on guitar (left) is Caleb 
Armstrong and on the guitar (right) is a member of the Friends of Jazz Band.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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By Ron Aldridge
Special to The Mississippi Link

COMMENTARY



MOVIE REVIEW:
“CREED”
THE TALE OF THE TAPE 
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Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. 20th century black and white 
    photographer
2. Strong rope fiber
3. Salutation
4. Not many (2 wds.)
5. Islam’s head
6. Expert
7. Gush
8. Thought
9. Indent
15. Hole punching tool
19. Female (abr.)
21. Newly made
23. Artery
24. Didn’t smell good
25. Rumormonger
26. Middle East dweller
27. Prego’s competition
28. Equal
30. Writer Bombeck
32. Does

ACROSS 
1. Fire remains
4. Subclass including ticks and mites
10. Perish
11. Building face
12. Sign language
13. A number between 1 and 20
14. African nation
16. Devour
17. Late
18. Fortissimo, fortissimo (abr.)
20. Low frequency (abbr.)
22. Straightforward
26. Ornament
29. Isolated
31. Looter
33. Fled
34. Discrimination based on age
35. Trinitrotoluene
36. Far Eastern religion’s diety
37. Precedes an alias

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Christopher Reeves

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer

From Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures, Warner 
Bros. Pictures and New Line Cinema comes 
award-winning filmmaker Ryan Coogler’s Creed. 
The film reunites Coogler with his Fruitvale 
Station star Michael B. Jordan as the son of 
Apollo Creed, and explores a new chapter in the 
Rocky story, starring Academy Award nominee 
Sylvester Stallone in his iconic role. PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF WARNER BROS.

Michael Bakari Jordan is 
considered one of Hollywood’s 
brightest young actors. He gar-
nered critical acclaim for his ster-
ling portrayal of Oscar Grant in 
Ryan Coogler’s Fruitvale Station, 
a searing account of a slaying by 
police officers on a San Francisco 
train platform. 

Produced by Forest Whitaker 
and co-starring Octavia Spencer 
and Melonie Diaz, the film pre-
miered to rave reviews at the Sun-
dance Film Festival where it won 
both the Grand Jury Prize and the 
Audience Award. And at Cannes, 
it was named Best First Film.

In 2012, Michael starred in 
Josh Trank’s surprise hit Chron-
icle, a supernatural thriller that 
follows three Portland teens as 
they develop incredible powers 
after exposure to a mysterious 
substance. He also played a sup-
porting role in George Lucas’ film 
Red Tails, which tells the story of 
the legendary Tuskegee Airmen, 
the pioneering African-American 
squadron which flew numerous, 
heroic combat missions during 
World War II.

Michael’s additional film cred-
its include Fantastic Four, That 
Awkward Moment, Blackout and 
Pastor Brown. On TV, Michael 
enjoyed recurring roles on two of 
the most popular dramas of the 
past decade. First, he played the 
hard-shelled, softhearted Wallace 
on The Wire. He then went on to 
star as quarterback Vince How-
ard on the Emmy-winning series,  
Friday Night Lights. 

Hailing from Newark, N.J., 
Michael made the most of an 
opportunity to begin acting pro-
fessionally at an early age. After 
being spotted by a talent scout, 
he was cast in a recurring role 
on the CBS sitcom, Cosby. Soon 
thereafter, he appeared on The 
Sopranos, and was selected the 
following year to play Jamal in 
the sports dramedy, Hardball.

Here, he talks about reuniting 
with Coogler to collaborate on 
Creed, the seventh installment 
in the Rocky series starring Syl-
vester Stallone. He handles the 
title role as Adonis Creed, son 
of Apollo Creed Rocky Balboa’s 
ring foe in Rocky 1 and 2.  

Kam Williams: Hi Michael, 
it’s nice to speak to again, and 
right on the heels of Fantastic 
Four.

Michael B. Jordan: What’s 
going on, Kam? 

KW: All is well. How about 
you? 

MBJ: It’s all good. 
KW: I loved Creed. What a 

brilliant way to reboot the fran-
chise: introducing you while pay-
ing homage to Rocky. 

MBJ: Yeah, man. It’s a very 
well-rounded, character-driven 

origins story. Ryan really came 
up with a fresh take on a familiar 
franchise.

KW: Did you two start think-
ing about Creed soon after shoot-
ing Fruitvale Station? 

MBJ:  No, we actually started 
talking about this film before we 
started on Fruitvale. Before we 
even went to set, Ryan pitched 
me on the idea. He asked me if 
this would be something I’d like 
to do. I was like, “Yeah, sure.” 
Then we got the word. honestly, 
the time it took to go from con-
ception to pre-production went 
by really, really fast. And we were 
very excited to get back on set 
and do something special, some-
thing that meant a lot to Ryan.

MBJ: Yeah, Ryan grew so 
much from Fruitvale.

KW: Editor/Legist Patricia 
Turnier asks: Did you feel any 
responsibility playing the son of 
such an iconic character?

MBJ: I really didn’t feel any 
pressure in this process because I 
was fortunate enough to be work-

ing with the creator of Rocky. Sly 
assured me that I didn’t have to 
worry about competing with any-
thing. He told me that I wasn’t 
Rocky. He’d say, “You’re Creed, 
and I’m here to support you.” 
When you have the man himself 
reminding you of that day-in and 
day-out, there is no pressure, and 
that freed me to focus on just do-
ing the work. 

KW: Patricia says: I really 
liked your performance in Fruit-
vale Station and I consider you 
a young Denzel Washington. Is 
it important to you to pick your 
projects in order to to have a posi-
tive influence on the world? 

MBJ: Yes, 110 percent. You 
can’t just grasp at straws, once 
you achieve a certain stature in 
your career. I’ve been super se-
lective since Fruitvale. You have 
to make smart choices to have a 
progressive career.

KW: Did you ever imag-
ine that the Black Lives Matter 
movement would become as big 
as it has when you were making 

Fruitvale Station?
MBJ: Oscar Grant wasn’t the 

first, and he won’t be the last. It’s 
always been happening, but the 
fact that everybody has a camera 
phone means that these stories 
are being seen now. Everything’s 
exposed, but there’s still a lot of 
work to be done. From a creative 
and impact standpoint, Ryan and 
I really tried to get people to think 
about how we all treat one anoth-
er, regardless of skin color. But 
it’s a problem that unarmed black 
men are dying in the streets, and 
that film definitely tried to speak 
out to that fact.

KW: When I interviewed Stal-
lone, I was surprised at how hum-
ble and down-to-earth he is. 

MBJ: For sure. The guy is in-
credible. He’s been doing this for 
over 40 years, and he’s really a 
solid, respectable guy.

KW: How did you prepare for 
the role? Did you talk to boxers 
and trained? 

MBJ: I had the element of time 
on my side, because I knew about 
the project so early on. I changed 
my diet a little. I started to get 
into shape. And, about a year out, 
I went hardcore, completely strip-
ping down my diet and working 
out several times a day, boxing 
and weightlifting. I wanted to be 
treated like a fighter. I didn’t want 
any special treatment. I wanted to 

be surrounded by the best boxing 
minds available to us, so I could 
soak up as much information as 
possible. I trained and sparred 
with Andre Ward, Amir Khan, 
Gabe Rosado and Tony Bellew... 
We had all professional fighters 
in our film. I believe that helped 
me a lot, because they were quick 
to point out anything that was in-
authentic.

KW: Did you speak to Carl 
Weathers, who originated the role 

of Apollo Creed?
MBJ: I didn’t get a chance 

to talk to Carl about the project, 
though we did speak a little bit, 
because he supports one of my 
projects, Lupus L.A. We talked 
about Creed, but nothing too 
deep.

KW: Thanks again for the 
time, Michael and best of luck 
with Creed.

MBJ: Thanks, Kam.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Tim Norman, one of the stars 
of the hit OWN TV show, “Wel-
come to Sweetie Pie’s,” comes 
from a troubled past but has re-
invented himself as co-operator 
of the family restaurant busi-
ness alongside his mother, Miss 
Robbie Montgomery.

Sweetie Pie’s is a popular 
St. Louis-based eatery with a 
growing clientele and the hit 
show chronicles the family as 
they open new restaurant loca-
tions, devise strategies to ex-
pand the company brand while 
depicting the ‘ins and outs’ of 
operating a business and si-
multaneously taking care of the 
lively clan.

“Welcome to Sweetie Pie’s“ 
garnered record-breaking num-
bers for the network early on 
and continues to draw audienc-
es with its growing popularity.

The new season premiered 
on OWN and EURweb.com 
had the chance to catch up with 
Tim Norman and his amusingly 
frank cousin Charles Crenchaw.

Q: “Welcome to Sweetie 
Pie’s” is entering into its 6th 
season. What can fans expect?

Tim Norman: What people 
can see this time around is the 
expansion of Sweetie Pie’s 
opening in Los Angeles. You 
are going to see cast members 
going through growing pains of 
being in a new city.

Q: Is it a nerve wrecking ex-
perience whenever you open a 
new location?

TN: In St. Louis we got the 
hang of it, but moving out to  
California we knew nothing.

Charles Crenchaw: Abso-
lutely different. We knew noth-
ing; I mean we didn’t know 
diddly squat. You have all kinds 
of different rules out here.

TN: It’s like a brand new 
baby.

Q: Since it is a new environ-
ment, it should be an entertain-
ing experience for your fans.

TN: Just imagine Charles 
living with three other work-
ers in the restaurant, all of them 
moving from St. Louis to Cali-
fornia. They are ready to kill 
each other and then go to work 
and be ready to kill each other.

CC: Lord.
TN: You see you’ve never 

heard Charles talk about the 

Lord before. Viewers will have 
a kick watching Charles trying 
to adapt.

CC: Tim just threw every-
body in there, and now every-
body is fighting for the title of 
manager. But since I have been 
there the longest I think senior-
ity wins. And I’m the overall 
manager.

Q: How have you both grown 
working in the restaurant and 
participating in the show?

CC: I will definitely say I 
have grown a lot. As the sea-
sons have progressed, I have 
definitely learned that I have to 
work.

TN: He has to work a little 
harder out here in L.A. because 
his mama and my mama can’t 
stop me from beating him up.

CC: I am going for more re-
sponsibility. I am on time, most 
of the time now. I am actually 
a good manager. I’ve actually 
gotten more “I’m proud of 
yous” this season than I think I 
have gotten ever in life.

TN: In L.A. it is all on us; 
you have to throw the bird out 
the nest and force it to fly.

Q: Tell me about your new 
sweet tea line?

TN: The Sweetie Pie’s Sweet 
Tea is in approximately 105 
stores right now. We are work-
ing our way across the country. 
Before long, hopefully, we can 
do some numbers like Patti La-
belle’s pies.

Q: Sweetie Pie’s was an in-
stant hit on OWN when it first 
debuted, and it continues to be 
successful. What are some rea-
sons you feel fans continue to 
gravitate to the show?

TN: I think when people 
turn on Sweetie Pie’s they see 
a little of themselves in every-
body. Everybody has a Charles, 

everybody has a hard-headed 
son, their mama, their grand-
mother cussing and fussing all 
the time. I think when you turn 
on Sweetie Pie’s you are going 
to see a normal family doing 
normal things, trying to make it 
work every day.

Q: How do you balance oper-
ating the business and family?

CC: We’ve been doing it 
so long it goes hand in hand. 
I’ve always felt like that there 
is no balance between the two 
of them. When I am at home, I 
am still dealing with stuff at the 
restaurant.

TN: I think I sometimes suck 
at that balance. I have been so 
focused on growing the busi-
ness and pouring myself into 
it that I wasn’t the best person 
to be with in a relationship. I 
damaged my relationship with 
my son’s mother because I was 
driven and focused on the fam-
ily business. So I am a work in 
progress. I am growing, and I 
pray that in my next relation-
ship I will be able to balance it 
better. But right now, I am try-
ing my best to see my son as 
much as possible and handle 
my business.

CC: While he is working on 
his relationship, my relation-
ship with my family is perfectly 
fine.

TN: You have a relationship?
CC: I have a relationship 

with my family.
Q: What has the family busi-

ness and being on the show 
taught you?

TN: When my mother opened 
Sweetie Pie’s, no one told her 
that it was a good idea, they told 
her the opposite. When I came 
up with the concept for the tele-
vision show, and I was pitching 
it, no one told me that it was go-

ing to work. So one thing that 
I have learned from working in 
the restaurant and being on the 
show is that you can’t expect 
people around you to support 
or believe in your vision. You 
have to believe in yourself and 
keep moving forward.

Q: During the Ferguson pro-
tests about the killing of Mike 
Brown, you were very vocal. 
Do you think you will continue 
to be active in cases of social 
injustice?

TN: The Mike Brown situ-
ation was an incident where a 
lot of people of my generation 
felt they had to speak up. There 
are things that happen every 
day in our country, but that was 
the straw that broke the camel’s 
back, especially in St. Louis. 
I am always actively trying to 
help promote consciousness in 
our community and forward 
movement of our young people 
to try to keep them out of situ-
ations like that and to be pro-
gressive. We have to vote and 
be active in our communities 
and make changes. I constantly 
preach to young people that 
they have a voice and a mes-
sage. But if they get themselves 
behind bars and incarcerated, 
their voice is muffled.

Q: Do you still participate 
with the Better Family Life or-
ganization?

TN: Yes, I do. Better Family 
Life is the most active group 
in St. Louis. They are at the 
forefront. A lot of times, things 
make the newspapers and a 
lot of times they don’t. If a 
young person gets killed, they 
are there before the police and 
news cameras get there. On the 
other hand, when a person is 
doing well in high school, they 
help with that as well. They are 
in the community doing actual 
work.

Q: We are coming into the 
holiday season. What are you 
the most grateful for?

CC: I am grateful to be in 
L.A. I am happy that my family 
is still intact and that the reality 
show has grown as big as it has. 
I can see the progress of where 
we are going and also the past 
of where we [started]. Tim is 
going to try to out-do me, but 
that’s okay.

TN: No, I’m going to let 
what Charles said stand.

‘Sweetie Pie’s’ new 
season premieres on OWN
ByYolanda Baruch
eurweb.com

Characters of Sweetie Pie’s reality show. COURTESY OF OWN NETWORK

Missy talks 
about comeback

In case you missed Missy El-
liot’s comeback announcement 
in the form of her new music 
video, “WTF (Where They 
From),” the 44-year-old hip-hop 
legend is back to remind you of 
it in the Nov. 28 issue of Bill-
board magazine. In it she dishes 
on her health struggles, Nicki 
Minaj, and the pressure she feels 
take her comeback to the level 
after the next level – she’s al-
ways been ahead of time.

Peep highlights from the inter-
view below.

On taking her time to release 
new music, Missy says, “I have 
to be very careful. It’s different 
now. People are quick to be like, 
‘You’re irrelevant, you’re a flop, 
you’re washed up.’”

Which is why Elliot says 
the only two producers she 
works with are Pharrell and 
Timbaland,.“The are only the 
two producers that understand 
me.”

Missy may have taken a back-
seat to her own career for a 
while, but she remained in the 
studio writing and producing 
for other artists, and she admits 
that even that took a toll on her 
health.

“People hadn’t realized that I 
haven’t just been an artist, I’ve 
been a writer and a producer for 
other artists. When you’re writ-

ing that much, your brain is like 
a computer. You have refresh it.”

Missy also believes her work-
load agitated her Graves disease.

“It causes hair loss, your eyes 
bulge,” she says. “My blood 
pressure was always up from 
just overworking.”

“It started to change her way 
of life,” Missy’s protegé, Sha-
raya, says. “There were physi-
cal changes, extreme headaches, 
extreme weight loss. What that 
does to a person, being a public 
figure and knowing people are 
looking, judging? That’s a tough 
thing.”

When asked her opinion about 
Nicki Minaj, who is clearly in-
fluenced by Elliott, she says, 
“Unfortunately, breaking news, 
there is only one Missy.” Still, 
she would love to see more fe-
male MCs on the charts, reflect-
ing on what the music scene was 
like when she was coming up.

“It was me, [Lil’] Kim, Lau-
ryn [Hill], Eve, Foxy [Brown], 
Trina,” she says. “There’s room 
for so many. It’s important.”

Surprisingly, Missy confessed 
that she’s so shy, her longtime 
friend and collaborator Timbal-
and, has yet to see her record a 
single track in the studio.

“I never record in front of any-
body,” she says. “[Even] Tim has 
never seen me record a day in 
his life. It’s just me and my little 
Yorkies, Poncho and Hoodie.”

The Board of Governors of 
the Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts and Sciences recent-
ly presented Spike Lee with 
an Honorary Oscar, which is 
given “to honor extraordinary 
distinction in lifetime achieve-
ment, exceptional contribu-
tions to the state of motion 
picture arts and sciences, or 
for outstanding service to the 
Academy.”

Actress Gena Rowlands was 
also honored with a statuette, 
and Debbie Reynolds was 
honored with the Jean Her-
sholt Humanitarian Award. All 
three awards were presented 
at the Academy’s 7th Annual 
Governors Awards.

“The Board is proud to 
recognize our honorees’ re-
markable contributions at this 
year’s Governors Awards,” 
said Academy President Cher-
yl Boone Isaacs. “We’ll be 
celebrating their achievements 
with the knowledge that the 
work they have accomplished 
– with passion, dedication and 

a desire to make a positive dif-
ference – will also enrich fu-
ture generations.”

The event wasn’t nation-

ally televised, as Shadow and 
Act notes, but no doubt had 
it been, Spike’s lengthy, but 
hilarious acceptance speech, 

would have been edited for 
television.

The Academy has made 
footage of the night’s high-
lights available via YouTube, 
and Spike’s tribute included 
comments from Samuel L. 
Jackson, Wesley Snipes, and 
Denzel Washington. The mo-
ment was a long-time coming 
for Spike, who many would 
argue should’ve won an Oscar 
years ago.

Spike didn’t hold back in 
his speech, taking time to blast 
Hollywood for the lack of di-
versity behind the scenes, and 
on the big and small screens.

“It’s easier to be the presi-
dent of the United States as 
a black person than to be the 
head of a studio,” Lee said in a 
nearly 18-minute speech.

“By the year 2043, white 
Americans are going to be a 
minority in this country. And 
all you people out there in the 
position of hiring, you better 
get smart. Because your work-
force should reflect what this 
country looks like,” the direc-
tor added.

It’s been a little over two 
months since “FABLife” pre-
miered on ABC Daytime, and 
already Tyra Banks has an-
nounced she’s done.

In a statement, the “Ameri-
ca’s Next Top Model” star said 
she is exiting the series to fo-
cus more on her cosmetics line. 
“This is a very difficult deci-
sion, but necessary,” she said.

Co-hosts Chrissy Teigen, 
fashion editor Joe Zee, inte-
rior designer Lauren Makk and 
YouTube star Leah Ashley will 
remain on the show.

As of now, there are no plans 
to replace Banks. However, 
behind the camera, the former 
model will stay on as executive 
producer through December.

“I will be devoting more time 
to my new, growing cosmetics 
company, TYRA Beauty, which 

is expanding faster than antici-
pated, as well as overseeing my 
company’s other entertainment 
ventures. I will however con-
tinue to support the growth and 
success of FABLife and greatly 
admire my fellow co-hosts and 
the talented production team 
behind the show,” Banks added 
in her statement.

The writing may have been 
on the wall last summer, when 
Banks told the Television Crit-
ics Association how she was 
initially reluctant to do the 
show, and how long it took for 
her to be talked into it.

“FABLife” marked Banks’ 
return to daytime after “The 
Tyra Banks Show” went off the 
air in 2010. That series ran for 
five seasons and earned Banks 
two Daytime Emmy awards for 
outstanding informative talk 
show.

By Ny MaGee
eurweb.com

Elloit on Billboard cover

Lee gets honorary Oscar, blasts 
Hollywood for lack of diversityBanks quits her talk 

show after 2 months
By Ny MaGee
eurweb.com

Lee offering acceptance speech after receiving Honorary Oscar.
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November 25 - December 1, 2015

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FRESH  WHOLE

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH  

BAKING
HENS

PER  LB.

99¢

COOK'S

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$129
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$319

FRESH  

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$119

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  USDA

FROZEN  GRADE  A
TURKEYS

PER  LB.

99¢
COOK’S

BUTT  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$149

IBP  CLEANED

PORK
CHITTERLINGS

5  LB.

$699

FRESH  WESTERN  STYLE

PORK  RIBS
FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$179
SAVE ON

LESUEUR
SWEET  PEAS

15  OZ.

89¢

SWANSON

CHICKEN  BROTH
14  OZ.

2/$1
MARTHA WHITE

FLOUR  &
MEAL

5  LB.  BAG

2/$5

SALTED  OR  UNSALTED  LAND  O  LAKES

BUTTER
1  LB. ....................................... 

$299

PILLSBURY

CRESCENT  ROLLS  
OR  CINNAMON  ROLLS
8 - 13.8  OZ. .................................

3/$5
KRAFT  SHREDDED  OR  BAR

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

2/$5
KRAFT  PHILADELPHIA  CREAM

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

2/$3
TROPICANA  ORANGE

JUICE 
59  OZ.  ..................................... 

$299

DAISY  SOUR

CREAM
16  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$4
SELECT  VARIETIES  PICTSWEET

VEGETABLES
10 - 12  OZ. ................................. 

4/$5
PICTSWEET

COB CORN
12  CT. ...................................... 

$299

EDWARD'S

PECAN  PIES
32  OZ. ...................................... 

$599

REG / DEEP  DISH

PET  RITZ
PIE  SHELLS
2  CT. .................................. 

$189

piggly wiggly

OCEAN  SPRAY  WHOLE

CRANBERRIES
12  OZ.

2/$5
SEEDLESS  RED,  WHITE  OR  BLACK

GRAPES
PER  LB.

$199
GOLDEN  DOLE

PINEAPPLES
EACH

$279

YELLOW  

ONIONS
3  LB.

$149

BAGGED  SHREDDED

COLLARDS
32  OZ.

$299

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


