
Can you imagine what could happen 
in fifty years? How you’ve changed? 
How the world has changed? How re-
lationships changed? How life chang-
es?

One common theme that will never 
change for the Tougaloo College class 
of 1967 is their love for their beloved 
institution and their love for each oth-
er. Some say this class is like family. 
“We did a lot of things together, in-
cluding protesting and taking a stand 
when it was necessary,” said Carolyn 
Amerson, a member of the class of 
1967. “Our bond is strong and it is 
always good to gather and reconnect 
with each other.”

Members of this class after ask-
ing permission [and being denied] to 
use a campus bus they affectionately 
called ‘the blue goose’…took the bus 
to Jackson State University to par-
ticipate in a student demonstration to 
protest the treatment of students by 

the police.
Amerson said this class gathers ev-

ery five years, but this year is extra 
special.

This weekend the class will gather 
on the historic campus flanked by low 
hanging moss trees and beautifully 

structured historic buildings to receive 
their golden diplomas. The class will 
celebrate 50 years of success.

For the past two years a steering 
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Political newcomer lands an impressive, decisive, historic victory
Department of Justice 
won’t file charges against 
Baton Rouge police officers 
in Alton Sterling’s death

Tougaloo Class of 1967 to march again

In what is being billed as a surprise sweep, 
Democratic mayoral candidate Chokwe 
Antar Lumumba, won an impressive, deci-
sive and historic nine person race Tuesday 
to be become the Democratic nominee for 
mayor of Jackson.

Lumumba avoided a runoff by pulling 55 
percent of the vote in a crowded field that 
included current Mayor Tony Yarber.

Yarber, who is serving the unfulfilled 
term of Lumumba’s father who died less 
than eight months after taking office, was 
never able to rise above the 5 percent mark, 
conceded early in the night and threw his 
support behind Lumumba.

Tuesday marked the first measurement 
in the race for this political newcomer who 
started campaigning nearly a year ago. “To-
night is about defying conventional wis-
dom which said there had to be a runoff,” 
Lumumba said during his victory speech. 
“Jacksonians united behind this campaign 
in pursuit of a common interest.”

Based on early returns 34,169 people 
voted in the mayor’s race, of those, 18,617 
votes went to Lumumba, placing him well 
above the required 50 percent plus one vote. 
This was a strong sign of cross-generation-
al, cross-socio economic and cross-ethnic 
background voting. “I’m going to make 
certain that I bring everybody to the table,” 
Lumumba said. “Whether you supported 
me or not, I want you to be a part of what 
we are building.”

Lumumba moves to the general election 
June 6 where he will face one Republican 
candidate, one third party candidate and 
several independent candidates.

By Othor Cain
Editor

Lumumba wins Democratic 
primary without a runoff

Living your life like its ‘Golden’

Tougaloo
Continued on page 3

The Department of Justice will not bring fed-
eral civil rights charges against two police of-
ficers involved in death of Alton Sterling, the 
37-year-old black man whose shooting by po-
lice last summer set off days of protest in Baton 
Rouge, La.

The decision, first reported Tuesday by the 
Washington Post, was confirmed by two sourc-
es familiar with the investigation. A Justice De-
partment spokeswoman declined to comment.

Sterling was shot to death July 5 after police 
responded to a 911 call about a man who made a 
threat with a gun in front of a minimarket. Wit-
ness and police accounts differed on whether 
Sterling was threatening officers and whether 
he had reached for a gun. The Justice Depart-
ment and the FBI launched an inquiry two days 
after Sterling’s death.

The investigation sought to find out whether 
officers had violated Sterling’s civil rights and 
whether the shooting was justified. It’s the first 
inquiry into a high-profile police shooting to be 
completed during the Trump administration un-
der Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions.

The news of no federal charges does not 
mean the officers involved are in the clear. Lou-
isiana Atty. Gen. Jeff Landry’s office has said it 
would look at evidence from the investigation 
to see whether state charges were warranted. A 
spokeswoman for Landry did not reply to re-
quests for comment on Tuesday.

The officers, Blane Salamoni and Howie 

Sterling
Continued on page 3

No charges 
for officers

Eboni Weighs-In on 
New Show and on 
Turmoil at Fox

John Lee 
Hooker: 
King Of The 
Boogie
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By Othor Cain
Editor

Lumumba

ByJaweed Kaleem and Joseph Tanfani
Associated Press

Engineer of the Year, Emmy Award 
Winning Journalist and Grammy Award 
Winning Blues Musician have been 
announced as this year’s Tougaloo College 
honorary degree recipients. Eugene M. 
DeLoatch, W. Randall Pinkston, and Bobby 
Rush will receive the degrees during 
commencement, scheduled for Sunday, 
May 7 at 10 a.m. on the Tougaloo campus.

“We are pleased to recognize our 
honorary doctorate recipients, all of whom 
are extraordinary individuals. They have 
immense achievements and made impactful 
contributions to society. We are honored to 
add them to our list of distinguished alumni.”  
– Beverly W. Hogan, president of Tougaloo 
College.

Eugene M. DeLoatch earned a B.S. degree 
in mathematics and electrical engineering 
from Tougaloo College and Lafayette 
College (PA) respectively. He also holds 
the M.S.E.E. and Ph.D in bioengineering 
from the New York Polytechnic Institute 

University.In February 2017, DeLoatch was 
named Black Engineer of the Year by the 
Career Communications Group. DeLoatch 
has spent many years as an educator 
and researcher and remains committed 
to promoting engineering to young people 
with particular emphasis on individuals 
from groups that are underrepresented in 
the engineering profession. Over a ten-
year period, DeLoatch’s degree granting 
programs at Morgan State University led 
the nation in the production of African-
American electrical and civil engineers 
at the baccalaureate level. DeLoatch is a 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
and the recipient of numerous awards and 
recognitions. He is a life member of Tougaloo 
College National Alumni Association and 
a generous philanthropist. DeLoatch has 
consistently supported Tougaloo College’s 
Annual Fund by contributing over $90,000.

(Recipients continued on page 3)

Tougaloo Colleges announces Honorary 
Degree recipients for 2017 Commencement

The Blue Goose

Congratulations to the Tougaloo 

Golden Class of 1967
on their 50th Anniversary Reunion
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THANK YOU 
JACKSON

I want to express my heartfelt thanks 
to the voters of this great city!   
I am honored and humbled that you 
have placed your trust in me.

I am most grateful to God for his 
favor and faithfulness in my life.

I want to thank my campaign committee 
and all the volunteers that worked tirelessly 
in helping to make this campaign a success.  
I want to thank my wife, my sister and all my 
family for their hard work in this campaign 
and their strong personal support.
It has been so encouraging to meet so 
many new people during the past two years 
and with your continued support on June 
6th we shall once again be victorious.  

I look forward  to serving  this city 
with the spirit of inclusiveness that is 
necessary to carry out our vision of 
rebuilding our infrastructure, creating 
new jobs for Jacksonians, improving 
our educational system, and providing 
holistic solutions to crime.

CHOKWE ANTAR LUMUMBA

PAID FOR BY COMMITTEE TO ELECT CHOKWE ANTAR LUMUMBA FOR MAYOR



Lake II, both white, were put 
on administrative leave after 
the shooting.

Civil rights groups, which 
have criticized changes in the 
Justice Department’s approach 
to policing under Sessions, had 
closely watched for the an-
nouncement on the investiga-
tion into Sterling’s death. This 
week, Baton Rouge was on 
edge as rumors spread that an 
announcement was imminent.

Louisiana officials said that 
the Justice Department should 
have provided them details 
ahead of time about its inves-
tigation results.

The department’s “failure to 
communicate with the commu-
nity has created angst and ner-
vousness, and I fear carries the 
potential for increased tension 
between the community and 
law enforcement,” Rep. Cedric 
L. Richmond (D-La.) said in 
a letter to Sessions last week. 
Richmond’s district includes 
Baton Rouge.

Justin Bamberg, a lawyer for 
the Sterling family, said Tues-
day the family had not heard 
from the Justice Department.

“We are not aware and the 
family is not aware of any de-
cision from the Department of 
Justice one way or another,” 
said Bamberg. “We can only 
hope that the Department of 
Justice will inform the family 
beforehand so it does not have 
to hear the news in the newspa-
per or on TV.”

Sessions, a critic of federal 
investigations of local police, 
has signaled a new approach 
toward federal oversight of lo-
cal law enforcement on issues 
including use of force and mea-
sures to combat discrimina-
tion. Last month, he ordered a 
review of reform-oriented con-
sent agreements between the 
federal government and local 
police, saying the “misdeeds 
of individual bad actors should 
not impugn or undermine the 
legitimate and honorable work 
that law enforcement officers 
and agencies perform.”

Court-enforced consent de-
crees are intended to broadly 
change police practices – often 
those related to discrimination 
or arrest procedures – and dif-
fer from investigations into 
specific incidents like that in 
Baton Rouge. But civil rights 
groups said the investigation 
results in Louisiana could give 
insight into how the govern-
ment would treat police shoot-

ing investigations and reform 
efforts that were promoted un-
der President Obama.

The same day news came out 
about the Sterling case, civil 
rights groups also hailed the 
guilty plea announced in an-
other high-profile case involv-
ing a white police officer fa-
tally shooting a black man. In 
a federal court Tuesday, former 
North Charleston, S.C., Offi-
cer Michael T. Slager pleaded 
guilty to a civil rights viola-
tion for shooting Walter Scott 
in North Charleston April 4, 
2015.

When a grand jury indicted 

Slager nearly a year ago, civil 
rights groups praised it as a 
rare occasion when an officer 
accused of wrongdoing in a 
deadly shooting faced charges. 
In Slager’s case, cellphone vid-
eo showing him firing at Scott 
– who was unarmed and run-
ning away when he was shot in 
the back – was not in dispute, 
and he was dismissed from the 
force.

The situation was different 
in Baton Rouge.

The protests in the city, 
which led to 200 arrests, cen-
tered in part on different stories 
over what happened in the mo-

ments before Sterling’s death. 
They were also a response 
to broader tensions in Baton 
Rouge between police and Af-
rican Americans, who said they 
had been long mistreated by 
officers, an issue that became 
a point of focus in the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

The altercation between 
Sterling and police and the en-
suring shooting were caught on 
a bystander’s cellphone video 
and surveillance video. The of-
ficers at the scene wore body 
cameras, but police said they 
fell off before the shooting.

The officers were responding 

to an anonymous 911 call re-
porting that someone had made 
a threat with a gun in front of 
the Triple S Food Mart. Offi-
cers found Sterling in front of 
the store, where he was known 
to hawk music CDs. In videos, 
the officers first shout at Ster-
ling to get on the ground, then 
tackle him. While he’s pinned 
down, a voice is heard yelling, 
“He’s got a gun! Gun!” before 
gunshots are heard.

A police report said Sterling 
was hit with a stun gun after 
not complying with officers’ 
orders to put his hands on the 
hood of a car. The report said 

that officers saw the butt of a 
gun in one of Sterling’s pant 
pockets and that he tried to 
reach for it.

It is unclear whether Sterling 
had a gun. At least one video 
showed police pulling an ob-
ject that could be a gun from 
Sterling’s pocket, though it 
was not clear if he reached for 
the object. The convenience 
store’s owner, who recorded 
the incident on video, said 
Sterling did not threaten offi-
cers.

Local reports said that Sala-
moni, who had been on the 
force for three years, shot Ster-
ling. According to the local 
coroner, Sterling died of mul-
tiple gunshot wounds to the 
chest and back. His death was 
ruled a homicide.

The shooting was among 
a string of fatal incidents in-
volving police that gripped the 
country last July.

The day after Sterling was 
shot, the police shooting in 
Minnesota of Philando Castile 
set off protests after his girl-
friend went on Facebook for a 
live broadcast showing Castile 
bleeding in the driver’s seat of 
his car. Castile, who was 32 
and black, was pulled over by 
an officer outside St. Paul and 
shot after informing the of-
ficer he had a weapon, which 
he was licensed to carry, in the 
vehicle.

The officer, Jeronimo Yanez, 
who is Latino, was charged 
with second-degree man-
slaughter and dangerous dis-
charge of a firearm. His trial is 
expected to start later this year.

The day after Castile’s 
shooting, five officers in Dallas 
were shot by an army-trained 
sniper during a protest over po-
lice shootings. The 25-year-old 
shooter, Micah Johnson, was 
black. Police said he left a trail 
of evidence that he wanted to 
kill white officers in response 
to high-profile police shoot-
ings of black men. Officers re-
sponding to the shooting killed 
Johnson.

Ten days later, violence re-
turned to Baton Rouge when 
three officers were shot dead 
by 29-year-old Gavin Long. 
The former Marine, who was 
black, had a history of online 
video and audio ramblings in 
which he described violence as 
the solution to the oppression 
of black Americans. Long was 
also killed by responding po-
lice officers.

Tougaloo
Continued from page 1

committee has been meeting to 
pull together what promises to be 
an awesome fun-filled weekend, 
as classmates reflect on what was, 
what is and what is to come of 
their alma mater. 

Participants will enjoy recep-
tions, reflections and reunions as 
they stroll the campus again.

One highlight of the weekend 
includes a visit to Donald Park 
on campus where the class has 
installed a memorial bench. Class-

mates will place a plaque in the 
park identifying the bench as a gift 
from the class of 1967.

This year’s commencement 
speaker for the class of 2017 is 
former CBS anchor and national 
correspondent, Mississippi’s own 
Randall Pinkston.

The class of 1967 will take to 
the commencement stage draped 
in their golden regalia to receive a 
once in a lifetime achievement…
their golden diploma.

www.mississippilink.com
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Sterling
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Tougaloo 50 committee members (Left Front) Yvonne Holmes Huddleston, Greta Peyton Terry  (Left Back) Carolyn Hayes Amerson, Edward 
Charles Bailey (Right Front) Joyce Bartley Taylor, Deloise Lowe Jones, Alma McPhearson Fisher Poster honoring graduates of the class of 1967 that have passed away.

Protestors and police face off in front of the Baton Rouge Police headquaters July 9, 2016. PHOTOS BY AP NEWSWIRE

Protests erupt after man is fatally shot by police in Baton Rouge.

Randall Pinkston has spent four decades as a New York based 
reporter, anchor and producer in local and network news operations 
for the past 34 years. He began his broadcast journalism career at 
WLBT-TV Jackson, Miss. Prior to that he worked as an announcer 
at WJDX-FM Radio in Jackson. Pinkston is known for his journalism 
work around mental illness, physically handicap, AIDS in the African-
American community and advancing the roles of women and people 
of color in the media.

Pinkston attended Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. 
He graduated from Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi, with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in history in 1973. He graduated from 
University of Connecticut Law School with a J.D. degree in 1980.

The last recipient, Bobby Rush was born Emmet Ellis Jr. in Homer, 
Louisiana. He adopted the stage name Bobby Rush out of respect 
for his father, a pastor. He is 83 years old but exudes the energy of a 
20 year old; make no mistake Rush is not your typical octogenarian. 
He has been honored with three Grammy nominations, as well as 41 
nominations and 10 awards from the Blues Foundation, and the 2006 
induction into the Blues Hall of Fame. Rush has always been known 
as a prolific and clever songwriter. And just this year he won his first 
Grammy for “Best Traditional Blues Album” for the album Porcupine 
Meat, a testament to brilliance, which presents him at his very best 
and does not try to be anything that he is not.

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK NEWSWIRE



Sunny Fridge, Ph.D., Certified 
John Maxwell team member and 
co-YouthMAX facilitator, led 
a two-hour inspirational, youth 
leadership session at Church Tri-
umphant Global April 29. 

Motivational speakers and 
local artists acknowledged the 
value of youth as they shared 
personal experiences and called 
upon them to develop leadership 
skills. Taking charge became the 
targeted trait for the event. It was 
this concept that prompted youth 
attendee Dan Washington to de-
fine a leader as “someone who 
influences others.”

“Our young people face many 
challenges and struggles with 
confidence, bullying and fear of 
failure. They have what it takes 
to rise and shine as leaders to be 
the change they wish to see in 
the world. Our goal is to spark 
an intentional and lifelong lead-
ership interest in today’s youth,” 
stated Fridge.

Nick Vujicic, JMT Global 
ambassador for the YouthMAX 
Plus program, gave a special 
video teaching. The Australian 
Christian evangelist/motiva-
tional speaker was born with 
tetra-amelia syndrome, a rare 
congenital condition character-
ized by the absence of arms and 
legs. “There is nothing more 
important in your life than how 
you see you. I need to be the 
best man that I can be. There’s 
a greater purpose to my life than 
just having things. I want peace,” 
Vujicic said.

Vujicic confided that when he 
was eight years old, he started 
giving up on his life. Then at age 
ten he tried to commit suicide 
by trying to drown in the bath-
tub. The speaker explained that 
he moved beyond that thought 
of imprisonment when he real-
ized that if he took his life, his 
loved ones would be carrying 
that memory for the rest of their 
lives. 

“Choose to love yourself. 
Choose to step beyond dreams. 
What people say about you 
doesn’t determine your value 
for success. You’re beautiful just 
the way you are. When you have 
something that no one has, that’s 
you. You set higher goals when 
you understand that you are im-
portant,” he told the listeners.

Motivational speaker Alvin 
Buckley acknowledged that he 
was accustomed to receiving 
poor grades when he was a stu-
dent. When he discovered that 
his friend was receiving As, he 
realized that he needed to study. 
As a result, “I started studying 
and became fierce when it came 
to my dreams. It’s all about you 
– your dreams – you determine 
your success,” charged Buckley.

Founder of Pearls for Girls Sue 
Magee Davis encouraged youth 
to be their powerful selves. She 
turned the tides to bullying. You 
can use your influence by stand-

ing up against bullying. Bully-
ing occurs when someone is hurt 
physically or by words of some-
one else. These people are doing 
it to them purposely and aren’t 
remorseful,” said Davis.

Focusing on the social life of 
middle school-age children, the 
Pearls for Girls founder cau-
tioned youth to not be privy to 
things that they know are wrong. 
“Twenty four percent are bullied 
verbally, physically or socially,” 
she stated. Citing startling statis-
tics, Davis asserted, four thou-
sand three hundred youth com-
mit suicide a year.”

Life Versation Lemzel John-
son who is a motivational speak-
er informed youth that success 
rests in one’s mind. He encour-
aged them to learn the art of 
managing thoughts, emotions 
and actions.

Repetitive thoughts, said 
Johnson, become part of the per-
son. “Emotions are real, but they 
are not instructions about what 
you should do. You have a goal, 
a destiny. Get up out of your bed. 
Good things will not come if you 
sleep in your bed. What we do 
determines where we will go,” 

he argued.
Striving productively was 

eight-year-old Kinyah Bean who 
spoke about B Chill Lemonade 
that she founded. “I got my com-
pany because I value myself. 
You’ve got to believe in your-
self,” the young entrepreneur 
coached. 

Bean stated that she latched on 
to the tithing concept with her 
business. “The first week I paid 
$2. The second pay day I paid 
$3. The third time I paid $73. My 
mission is to create a system,” 
she said.

Ending her talk, Bean gave a 
prayer of thanks and prayed for 
the youth to fulfill their dreams.

Some present made reactions 
about the event. “It was very 
empowering for the youth with 
a lot of information on bullying 
that we need. We need more pro-
grams like this to encourage our 
youth and young adults,” reflect-
ed McLeod Elementary teacher 
Lynedda Reeves. 

Reeves’ son, Davian, is a 
12-year-old 5th grader who re-
sponded, “It was good because 
the people not present missed 
important information. I learned 

to not be a bully; I am fearless 
and I must think before acting 
upon my thoughts,” the youth 
noted.

Eleven-year-old McWillie 
Elementary fifth grader Dan-
iel Salter mentioned, “It was 
good because at some point we 
learned about bullying and be-
ing ourselves. People are differ-

ent. There will be hard times, but 
we can still be happy and deter-
mined to make it.”

The Church Triumphant Glob-
al, founded in 1997 and pastored 
by Bishop Adrian D. Ware and 
his wife Tony, is located at 6531 
Dogwood View Parkway in 
Jackson. The Leadership Team 
of the Church sets out “to help 

individuals find their calling, un-
derstand their purpose and culti-
vate their gifts so they can lead 
in life.”

For inquiries contact Jannelle 
Griffin, D.E.E.P. coordinator at 
601-977-0007; Sunny Fridge@
dr.sunny@sunnyfridge.com 
(601) 376-9522 or lifeversa-
tion@gmail.com.
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Sunny Fridge, Ph.D., certified John Maxwell team leader and 
YouthMAX facilitator, inspires youth to take charge of their 
lives. PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

Eight-year-old Kinyah Bean, founder of B Chill Lemonade, speaks with confidence about her company and high-
lights her stance on tithing.

Motivational speaker Alvin Buckley tells youth that one of his school friends inspired him to improve his grades

Church Triumphant Global YouthMAX Team, part of worldwide youth initiative to serve half a million young people.

LR John Maxwell Team Motivators, team global youth initiative: Sue Magee 
Davis, Lemzel Johnson, Alvin Buckley and Sunny Fridge, Ph.D, leader

Church Triumphant Global hosts John 
Maxwell Team Global Youth Initiative
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer
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During the annual conven-
tion of the Mississippi Funeral 
Directors and Morticians As-
sociation Convention held last 
month in Bay St. Louis, Miss., 
Westhaven Funeral Home 
Director Audrey Wiley was 
bestowed the top honor and 
distinction of the convention 
by being named the Funeral 
Director of the Year.

Wiley strives daily to live 
up to the mission and vision of 
Westhaven Funeral home. 

Per the company’s website, 
the mission and vision state-
ment include:

We pursue excellence and 
demonstrate our commitment 
to the delivery of consistent 
high quality funeral service. 
We achieve this by actively:

Promoting the care of those 
we are privileged to serve by 
providing compassionate, ap-
propriate and timely funeral 
service.

Advance relationships with 
other funeral facilities and the 
community.

Supporting the development 
of Westhaven’s integrated fu-
neral services to match best 
practices and enhance the pro-
vision of family centered care.

Developing mutually ben-
eficial sharing opportunities 
which permit us to maintain 
and improve services to fami-
lies.

It is our vision to be the 
funeral service provider of 
choice and will achieve this by 
being:

Accessible

Customer focused
State-of the-art
Innovative
Committed to our families
Westhaven was founded 

February 17, 1996. Contrary to 
most business developments, 
Westhaven was developed out 
of faith and a commitment to 
service. All of the partners had 
prior experience in the funeral 
home and insurance business 
but had not considered owner-
ship of a funeral home.

We considered it a divine 
intervention that such an op-
portunity was presented to us. 
The owner of the building, for-
merly Breland Funeral Home, 
who was interested in expand-
ing and relocating approached 
us to determine our interest in 
purchasing the building.

By faith and prayer we be-
gan the process in develop-
ing a business plan. With our 
personal investments, savings 
and loans from other financial 
institutions, Westhaven was 
conceived and developed into 
an operation where our motto 
is: “Professional Service You 
Can Depend On.”

Westhaven has been a six 
year success.

Additionally, Westhaven 
offers innovative service and 
amenities including the West-
haven choir, which offers ben-
efit performances throughout 
the community, at churches, 
funerals, hospitals, nursing 
and personal care homes.

The Mississippi Link ex-
tends a BIG congratulations to 
Audrey Wiley.

Wiley named Funeral Director of Year
Mississippi Link Newswire

Audrey Wiley, Greg and Jackie Owens

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION 
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR 
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 
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The JPS Environmental 
Learning Center held the 20th 
Annual Kids Fishing Rodeo 
April 8 at the center located on 
Highway 18. Students got to 
take part in a fun day of fishing 
while learning to take care of 
the environment. 

Awards were presented for 
largest fish by type in two divi-

sions and most fish caught. Al-
eceyah Hick of Bates Elemen-
tary was the overall winner for 
the Most Fish Caught with nine 
fish. 

ELC staff created the rodeo 
to expose students to the vari-
ous types of fish common to 
the state of Mississippi and the 
Jackson area. It is also one way 
that the center promotes respon-

sibility for the environment and 
an appreciation of nature. In ad-
dition to the 35-acre lake, the 
property includes 75 different 
native trees and animals com-
prising its rich ecosystem.

Its programs are for students 
of all ages to enjoy. Educational 
offerings include gardening, 
fishing, tree and plant identifi-
cation, recycling and pollution.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Murrah alum Candace 
Chambers was honored for her 
achievements as a graduate stu-
dent of English at the University 
of Alabama. The University of 
Alabama selected Chambers for 
the Outstanding Graduate Stu-
dent. She was also the recipient 
of the National Scholar for the 
Dream award.

The university’s Graduate 
Student Association recognized 
Chambers at its Town Hall 
meeting April 3. She was also 
celebrated at the Tapping on the 
Mound honors ceremony April 
7.

Chambers accepted the 2017 
Scholars for the Dream Trav-
el Award at the Conference 
on College Composition and 
Communication in March. The 
award is presented by the Na-
tional Council of Teachers of 
English. It includes a cash prize, 
a reception for honorees, and a 
one-year membership in NCTE. 
The award goes to emerging 
graduate students of color who 
are embarking on promising 
scholarship.

Chambers is a 2011 gradu-
ate of Murrah and an alumna of 

Jackson State University. She 
is a Masters of Arts student in 
the Composition, Rhetoric, and 
English Studies program at UA. 
She is one of the assistant direc-
tors of the Writing Center and a 
graduate teaching assistant in 
the English Department. She tu-
tors students on and off campus 
in writing and enjoys serving 
the community.

Upon graduation in May, 
Candace will pursue a Ph.D. 
in English and Education at the 
University of Michigan.

Murrah alum honored 
for achievements in 
graduate school
Mississippi Link Newswire

Chambers

Brianna Jefferson and Mary 
Sampson, seniors at Murrah 
High School, received $5,000 
Dave Cannada Scholarships. 
The awards were presented 
during a surprise school as-
sembly April 7.

Murrah alum and Ward 2 
Jackson City Councilman Mel-
vin V. Priester Jr. delivered the 
keynote address at the awards 
ceremony.

“The key to life is good plan-
ning, and there are seven keys 
to having a good plan,” Priester 
said. “One, have a goal. Two, 
have a deadline. Three, have a 
budget. Four, learn as much as 
you can. Five, put in some ef-
fort to achieve your goal. Six, 
a good plan has options. And, 
seven, have fun.”

Jefferson performs in the 
school’s marching band, jazz 
band, symphonic band and per-
cussion ensemble. She plays 
team tennis for the school. 
She is a member of the student 
council, National Honor Soci-
ety, Mu Alpha Theta and Quiz 
Bowl. She loves serving others 
and meeting new people. She 
also enjoys singing and acting. 
Her plans are to become a cor-
porate lawyer.

Sampson is on the Ladies 
of Perfection dance and flag 
team. She serves the school as 
a member of the Student Coun-
cil, National Honor Society, 
and P-16 Community Engage-
ment Council. She was on the 
2017 prom committee and is 
the reigning Miss Murrah. She 
enjoys cooking and caring for 
children. Sampson plans to at-
tend Jackson State University 
and major in biology/pre-med. 
She aspires to become a pedia-
trician.

Since 2012, the Dave Canna-
da Memorial Scholarship Fund 
in partnership with the Com-
munity Foundation of Greater 
Jackson has awarded $5,000 to 
two Murrah students each year. 
To date, the foundation has do-
nated $50,000 in scholarships.

Started in 2010, the Can-
nada mentoring program 
brings in Murrah alumni to 
meet with students to explore 
a wide range of career options. 
A group of Murrah graduates 
from the class of 1968 created 

the program. They named it 
for their classmate and student 
body president, Dave Cannada, 
who died of leukemia in 1970.

The Community Foundation 
of Greater Jackson is a non-
profit community corporation 
created by and for the people 
of Hinds, Madison and Rankin 
counties. It helps charitable do-
nors establish permanent giv-
ing funds that support individ-
ual philanthropic interests such 
as the Dave Cannada Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.

Outstanding Murrah scholars 
receive Dave Cannada scholarships

Students enjoy fun day 
of fishing at ELC’s 20th 
Annual Rodeo

Mississippi Link Newswire

Participating in the scholarship presentation were (from left) Jana Williams, graduation coach; William Reed, 
chairman, Dave Cannada Scholarship; scholarship recipients Brianna Jefferson and Mary Sampson; and Prin-
cipal Alvanette Buchanan.

2017 Fishing Rodeo Trophy Winners

2017 JROTC Brigade Staff

The Rev. Dr. R. K. Moore, Guest Speaker, Pastor of Stronger Hope Baptist Church



Graduate students in Alcorn 
State University’s Master of 
Business Administration pro-
gram displayed their knowledge 
of the business field with their 
exceptional test scores.

Robert Gardner scored in the 
91st percentile ranking on the 
ETS Major Field Test. His test 
score is one of the highest among 
MBA students in the country. 
Elena Cheuva also scored high 
on the test and ranked in the 
73rd percentile. Other notable 
scores were by Evelyn Smith, 
scoring in the 65th percentile, 
and Shaina Todd, who scored in 
the 45th percentile.

Akash Dania, director of 
Graduate Business Programs, 
praised the students for their 
outstanding accomplishment.

“These high scores are a re-
flection of the MBA students, 
program and quality of our fac-
ulty,” said Dania. “It’s a team 
effort and the hard work of our 
students and faculty, which has 
resulted in these scores. We 
are competing among the best 
MBA programs in the country.”

The ETS Major Field Test is a 
comprehensive MBA outcomes 
assessment designed to mea-
sure the critical knowledge and 
understanding obtained by the 
student in a major field of study.

Graduating seniors who are 
members of the Honors Students 
Organization were honored for 
their diligent service and aca-
demic scholarship April 24 in 
the Dr. Clinton Bristow Jr. Din-
ing Facility Gold Room.

Myquis Levels Morgan, se-
nior business administration ma-
jor, complimented her peers for 
reaching the finish line. She en-
couraged them to be productive 
in their futures.

“I’m looking forward to see-
ing your future journey,” said 
Morgan. “I’m so happy for all 
of you. You all used your capa-
bilities to get to this point, and I 
have faith that all of you will go 
further and become even better 
at what you do.”

Rayford Mullins, a senior psy-
chology major, motivated the 
students to remain committed to 
chasing their dreams and stand-
ing out among the rest.

“We all came here for a rea-
son,” said Mullins. “Whatever 
motivated you to come here, 

make sure to keep that motiva-
tion in your future endeavors. Be 
different and stand out because 
we’re all different and we all 
have a purpose.”

Dana Stevenson-Saah, a se-
nior special education major, 
gave the students three keys to 
being successful in school and 
after graduation.

“Remember your purpose, 
value your college experience 

and plan ahead of time,” said 
Stevenson-Saah. “Stay focused 
on your goals and make sure to 
keep your priorities first. Don’t 
let anything distract you from 
pursuing a college degree. Take 
some time to enjoy yourself. It’s 
important to take a break and 
enjoy life. Always have a plan 
B and be proactive in all situa-
tions.”

Wandra Arrington, advisor and 

assistant director of the Honors 
Curriculum Program, showed her 
appreciation for the students and 
their accomplishments.

“Thank all of you for your 
support,” said Arrington. “Keep 
up the good work. You’re going 
to go through challenges, but I 
want you to remain diligent in 
chasing your goals. Be diverse 
and stay focused. You are appre-
ciated.”

Jackson State University ac-
knowledged and paid tribute to 
retiring faculty and staff at a 
special celebration held in the 
Student Center, April 26. Mark 
Henderson, chairman of the 
Department of Speech Commu-
nications and Theatre, was the 
keynote speaker for the evening 
and delighted the audience with 
a unique recitation regaling 13 
tenacious Tigers.

Henderson assured the retir-
ees that they are still needed by 
the institution and by our soci-
ety.

Following presentations to 
individual honorees, Patricia 
Murrain, who has served at 
Jackson State for 28 years in 
speech communications and 
theatre, gave the official “Fare-
well from Retirees.” Murrain 
paid homage to the hard work, 
excellence in the performance 
of duties and dedication to stu-
dents that has been the labor of 
love given to the university by 
this collective. She summed up 
the feeling of the group by exit-
ing with a nod to famed come-
dian Bob Hope – with the words 
from the song, “Thanks for the 
Memories.”

In the final celebration of re-
tirees, College of Public Service 
Dean Ricardo Brown, issued a 
toast and reminded the group 
that they will always be Tigers 
and that JSU will always be 
their ‘dear old college home.’

A list of Jackson State Uni-
versity retirees, 2016-2017, fol-
lows.

Retirement Honorees
College of Business
Gwendolyn Catchings, assis-

tant professor – 6 years
College of Education and Hu-

man Development
Carrine Bishop, associate 

professor – 39 years
Laverne Gentry, assistant 

professor – 22 years
Leon Harris Sr., instructor – 

11 years
College of Liberal Arts
Charles Holbrook, professor – 

13 years
Len Jefferson, instructor/ad-

viser – 27 years
Patricia Murrain, associate 

professor – 28 years
College of Public Service
Eunice Harris, director of stu-

dent development – 9 years
College of Science, Engineer-

ing and Technology
Joe Whitfield, director of 

CSET Info Service – 15 years
Division of Academic and 

Student Affairs
Christine Nielsen, adminis-

trative assistant – 11 years
Division of Athletics
Eddie Payton, head men/

women’s golf coach – 29 years
Division of Business and Fi-

nance

Von Culberson, electrician – 
22 years

Bobbie Hogan, accounts pay-
able clerk – 18 years

Joseph Miller, driver – 23 
years

Treney Moncure, HVAC 
technician – 19 years

Division of Enrollment Man-
agement and Institutional Re-
search

Betty J. Moncure, director of 
financial aid – 24 years

Sylvia Wynne, administrative 
coordinator – 22 years

Division of Federal Relations 
and Sponsored Programs

Velesha Williams, associate 
project director – 20 years

Division of Graduate Studies
Sarah Foote, coordinator/

graduate student support – 27 
years

Division of Information Man-
agement

Webster Bartee, customer 
service specialist – 32 years

Division of Institutional Ad-
vancement

Shirley J. Harrison, assistant 
director – 17 years

Division of Library and Infor-
mation Resources

Bertha Bass, library assistant 
II – 27 years

Mississippi e-Center @ JSU
Camiel Brown, administra-

tive assistant – 18 years

EDUCATION

‘Thanks for the Memories’ captures 
sentiment of JSU retirees
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Jackson State University 
awarded Honorary Doctorate 
of Humane Letters degrees 
to husband and wife philan-
thropists Winston R. Pittman 
Sr. and Alma Dent Pittman at 
the institution’s 140th spring 
commencement exercises 
April 29.

“Jackson State University is 
very pleased to acknowledge 
the Pittmans for their philan-
thropic spirit and entrepre-
neurial success. They have set 
a stellar example as servant-
leaders in their community 
and their profession. We are 
delighted to be a beneficiary 
of their generosity and for 
their commitment to secure 
the future for generations of 
Jacksonians yet to come,” said 
interim President Rod Paige.

Winston and Alma Pittman 
are major gift donors to Jack-
son State University and have 
elected to support the Depart-
ment of Entrepreneurship and 
Small Business Management 
in the College of Business. 
They have completed their 
pledge of $250,000 which was 
eligible for a 100 percent gift 
match by the U.S. Department 
of Education Title III Program 
– bringing the total amount of 
the contribution to $500,000.

Winston Pittman is presi-
dent and CEO of Pittman En-
terprises in Louisville, Ky., 
which was recognized by 
Black Enterprise Magazine as 
the seventh largest auto group 
in the U.S. Alma Pittman has 
assumed several responsibili-
ties in their family business, 
including public relations li-
aison.

Winston Pittman is a native 
of Grenada, Miss., and attend-
ed Jackson State, majoring in 

business with a concentration 
in accounting. He is a member 
of the Jackson State Universi-
ty National Alumni Associa-
tion, Inc. Alma Dent Pittman 
is a Yazoo City, Miss., native.

Since October 1989, the Pit-
tmans have owned and oper-
ated a Toyota dealership in 
Savannah, Ga., and recently 
opened a Lexus franchise in 
Hilton Head, S.C.

An accomplished business-
man, Winston Pittman served 
on the Toyota National Deal-
er Council and played a key 
role in the formation of the 
Toyota/Lexus Minority Deal-
ers Association, which is the 
entrée for other entrepreneurs 
seeking inroads to dealer 
ownership in the automobile 
industry.

Additionally, he is a mem-
ber of the National Lexus 
Dealer Council, National 
Association of Minority Au-
tomobile Dealers, Cincin-
nati Dealer Council and Boy 
Scouts of America.

He also serves on several 
boards, including Duquesne 
University, University of 
Louisville, Daimler Chrysler 
Minority Dealer Association 
and the Board of Overseers 
for Fifth Third Bank. For-
merly, he served as chairman 
of the National Dodge Dealer 
Council and Dodge Advertis-
ing Association.

In October 2012, JSU held 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
in the College of Business 
Building to dedicate the Win-
ston R. Pittman Sr. and Alma 
Dent Pittman Auditorium in 
their honor.

Additionally, the Pittmans 
received Jackson State’s cov-
eted “Entrepreneurs of the 
Year Award” Nov. 2, 2011.

Philanthropists to 
receive Doctorate 
of Humane Letters 
degrees from JSU
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X

X

X

Graduating seniors who are members of the Honors Students Organization were honored for their diligent service 
and academic scholarship.

Winston R. Pittman Sr. and Alma Dent Pittman

Senior honor students recognized at the Honor 
Student Organization’s seniors appreciation program
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Alcorn MBA students 
score high on National 
Standardized Test

The Mississippi Link Newswire



As we con-
tinue this series, 
let’s examine 
what takes place 
after the Israel-
ites left Egypt. 
After passing 

through the Red Sea, their 
first stop was Rephidim which 
means beds or places of rest.  
A lesson we get from this is 
sin wears us out, but when we 
confess our sins, Jesus gives us 
rest.

Exodus 19:3 tell us that Mo-
ses went up to God, and the 
voice of the Lord came to him 
from the mountain. Once the 
Israelites were set free, they did 
not go where they wanted to go. 
They were the chosen people of 
God and therefore, they could 
not do what they wanted to do. 
They had a purpose to fulfill. A 
lesson here is that God saved us 
with a purpose in mind.

Exodus 19:4 reads: “You 
have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to myself.” Never forget 
what the Lord has done for you 
and it will help keep you on the 
right track.

Exodus 19:5 reads: “If you 
will obey My voice, and keep 
My covenant, then you shall be 
a peculiar treasure to Me above 
all the nations; for all the earth 
is Mine.” The word peculiar 
here means special. All people 
on earth belong to God, but 
only those who obey Him are 
special in His eyes.

There are prerequisites to 
have intimacy with God. First, 
you must be committed to the 
Lord.

Exodus 19:8 reads: “All the 
people answered together and 
said, All that the LORD has 
spoken we will do. And Mo-
ses returned the words of the 
people to the Lord.” The Is-
raelites agreed to obey God. 
Therefore, they made a verbal 
commitment to obey God. Just 
attending church on Sunday is 
not enough; we have to commit 
to God fully.

Second, God requires a holy 
life. A verbal commitment is 
fine, but the Lord requires ho-
liness (sanctification). Exodus 
19:10 reads: “And the Lord 
said to Moses, Go to the people 
and sanctify them today and 
tomorrow, and let them wash 
their clothes.”

Notice what God said He 

would do after the people 
cleansed their cloths. Exodus 
19:11 reads: “Be ready for the 
third day. For the third day, the 
LORD will come down in the 
sight of all the people upon 
Mount Sinai.” We cannot live 
any old way and expect to have 
encounters with God.

What happens when we have 
a real encounter with God? Ex-
odus 20:18 reads: “Now all the 
people witnessed the thunder-
ings, the lightning flashes, the 
sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking; and when 
the people saw it, they trembled 
and stood afar off.” God’s pres-
ence always shakes things up. 
In Exodus 20:20: “Moses said 
to the people, ‘Do not fear; for 
God has come to test you, and 
that His fear may be in you, so 
that you may not sin.’”

When God showed up, it was 
to remove the fear that causes 
terror and distrust and encour-
age the kind of fear that causes 
one to respect and honor God 
highly. In other words, God 
does not want us to fear Him 
because of what He can do to 
us, but rather to respect Him for 
who He is and adore Him for 
His power and glory.

By the way, in Exodus 24:9-
14, Aaron and the 70 chiefs of 
Israel were allowed to go up 
to a certain place before God 
along with Moses to witnesses 
the truth of His manifestation 
and to know that the Com-
mandments came from God 
and not by the hand of Moses.

According to Exodus 24:18: 
“Moses went up into the cloud 
of the mountain for 40 days 
and 40 nights.” From Exodus 
25-32, God gave Moses many 
instructions. Therefore, it is no 
wonder it took 40 days. One 
of the things God told Moses 
to do was “Tell the children of 
Israel to bring Me an offering 
– from everyone who gives it 
willingly with his heart. This 
is the offering which you shall 
take from them: gold, silver, 
and bronze…” (Exodus 25:2-
3). God was preparing to build 
the tabernacle, a place of wor-
ship.

Remember Moses was gone 
for 40 days and the Israelites 
began to doubt. Exodus 32:1 
reads: When the people saw 
that Moses delayed coming 
down from the mountain, the 
people gathered together to 
Aaron, and said to him, “Come, 
make us gods that shall go be-
fore us; for as for this Moses, 

the man who brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt, we do 
not know what has become of 
him.”

First, notice when the Israel-
ites could not lay eyes on a man 
(Moses), they became fearful. 
They somehow forgot all they 
had seen God do back in Egypt. 
They forgot about the parting 
of the Red Sea, and how God 
let Pharaoh’s army drown in 
the sea for their sake. The sad 
thing is that after all that God 
had done for them, they still 
trusted in a man (walked by 
sight).

Secondly, Aaron allowed the 
Israelites to influence him to 
do something that was against 
God’s will. Never allow the 
majority cause you to do some-
thing against the will of God. 
The majority is not always 
right, and Christians should 
always consult God’s word be-
fore going along with the ma-
jority.

Remember in Exodus 25:3, 
God told Moses to tell the 
people to give gold, silver, and 
bronze for the building of the 
Tabernacle for worship. But 
watch what Aaron, the priest, 
Moses’ brother, did when the 
people complained about Mo-
ses’ absence. Exodus 32:4 
reads: “He took the gold from 
them and, hammering it with an 
instrument, he made it into the 
metal image of a young ox, and 
they said, This is your god, O 
Israel, who took you out of the 
land of Egypt.”

God told Moses to use some 
gold to build a tabernacle for 
the people to worship, and co-
incidently Aaron used some 
gold to build an idol god for the 
people, and they stopped wor-
shipping God and started wor-
shipping gold. The gold that 
God blessed them with before 
they left Egypt is the same gold 
they used to take God’s place.

I find it interesting how God 
blesses some folk or delivers 
them, and later they turn their 
backs on God and start wor-
shipping stuff. Has your job 
taken God’s place, has your 
spouse taken God’s place, and 
has your income taken God’s 
place?

Notice also that while Mo-
ses was getting the word from 
God for them, Satan got busy 
to make them mock God. In ad-
dition to this, Moses’ time with 
God was interrupted because 
of their unfaithfulness. Exo-
dus 32:7 reads: “The Lord said 

to Moses, ‘Go, get down! For 
your people whom you brought 
out of the land of Egypt have 
corrupted themselves.’”

Exodus 32:6 gives a tale-tell 
sign of substituting God for 
gold. They rose early the next 
day, offered burnt offerings, 
and brought peace-offerings; 
and the people sat down to 
eat and drink, and rose up to 
play. After the Israelites had 
performed idolatrous worship, 
they sat down, ate, and drank 
excessively. One who has 
substituted gold for God does 
things excessively (out of con-
trol).

The Adam Clarke’s com-
mentary said it appears the Is-
raelites went much farther be-
cause they rose up to play, one 
variation of this word seems to 
imply fornicating and adulter-
ous intercourse.

It was strange that a great 
number of the people wor-
shiped the image after hearing 
the voice of the Lord recently 
say to not make any idols or 
images? Another tale tell sign 
of one having substituted gold 
for God is that they disregarded 
the word of God. Some folk 
can hear a sermon on Sunday 
and disobey it on Monday.

Those forms of religion, 
which gratify the pride, selfish-
ness, and erotic preferences of 
men, while they attract great 
numbers, instead of making 
them better, only make them 
worse and ripen them for di-
vine judgment.

Notice what God did even 
after Moses had the disobedi-
ent folk exterminated. Exo-
dus 32:35 reads: “So the Lord 
plagued the people because 
of what they did with the calf 
which Aaron made.” Although 
Moses punished the wrong do-
ers among the Israelites, he 
could not wholly turn away 
the wrath of God. Even after 
Moses got rid of the wrongdo-
ers, the one’s left still suffered 
some punishment after the fact. 
I imagine God let a plague 
come upon those left because 
just like in the day of Hitler, 
the German people did not rise 
up against his evil regime, but 
kept silent. In this case, it was 
a sin of omission. To not do 
or say anything when you see 
wrong done is a sin also.

Leon Collier is the pastor 
of Makarios Worship Center, 
464 Church Rd., Madison. 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or karab5@live.com
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  W O R D

Seasons come 
and seasons 
go – but one is 
here that I pray 
masses attend at 
the location(s) 
of your choice.  

What season am I asking you 
to celebrate now? It’s revival 
season.

My place of worship, Col-
lege Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church, just completed our 
2017 Spring revival and oh, 
what a joyous time we had. We 
had a dynamic speaker bless 
us each night with strong mes-
sages of God’s love.  

Now, as much as I’m sure 
everyone reading this knows 
what a revival is – I’m going 
to share a brief description/his-
tory of the Christian practice. 
According to HYPERLINK 
“http://www.gotquestions.org/
Chrisian-revival.html” www.
gotquestions.org/Chrisian-
revival.html, revival refers to 
a spiritual reawakening from a 
stagnant stage in the life of a 
believer. The first recorded re-
vival, also known as the Great 
Awakening,” produced an up-
surge of devotion among be-
lievers in the 1730s and 1740s. 
A revival represents a restora-
tion of fellowship with God.

A few bible verses and 
commentaries that refer-
ence revivals can be found at  
HYPERLINK “http://www.
patheos.com/blogs/christian-
crier/2015/06/23/top-7-bi-
blerses-about-revival/” www.
patheos.com/blogs/christian-
crier/2015/06/23/top-7-bi-
blerses-about-revival/ offered 
by Jack Wellman, pastor of the 
Mulvane Brethren Church in 
Kansas.

Psalm 85:6 – “Will you not 
revive us again, that your peo-
ple may rejoice in you?”

The psalmist is asking God 
for revival so that once again 
the people can rejoice in God. 
Where does revival begin? If 
you are not a Christian, you 
can’t even be revived because 
you must first be “vived” or 
made alive in Christ (Eph 2:5)

Chronicles 7:14 – “If my 
people who are called by my 
name humble themselves, and 
pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their 
land.”

Here Solomon speaks of 

a turning from their wicked 
ways. The word “repent” es-
sentially means to turn around 
and go the other way and that’s 
what revival entails. It is a 
turning away from sin and a 
turning toward God.

Habakkuk 3:2 – “In the 
midst of the years revive it; in 
the misdst of the years make 
it known; in wrath remember 
mercy.”

The prophet Habakkuk is 
pleading with God to send re-
vival or revive the nation and 
in His righteous indignation or 
wrath to remember His mercy. 
God actually grants repen-
tance (2nd Tim 2:25) and this 
is something that we ought to 
pray for when we are drifting 
away from God and obedience 
to Him. 

Psalm 19:7 – “The law of 
the Lord is perfect, reviving 
the soul; the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple.”

You cannot separate the 
Word of God from the God of 
the Word and the same goes for 
God’s Law. His Law and His 
Word are synonymous with 
one another. What revives the 
soul?  It is the law of God.

So, as you enjoy this revival 
season, invite others to wor-
ship with you. As you move 
closer to God, share His name 
and love with others.

If you would, also remem-
ber the verse that I often share 
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beauti-
ful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to not only share your 
news but all who would like 
to tell others about the Lord’s 
goodness and about their plac-
es of worship and even those 
religious institutions that they 
visit.

To share your news contact 
Daphne M. Higgins at reli-
gion@mississippilink.com, fax 
(601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Journey from bondage to destiny

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

True Light Baptist Church, 224 E. Bell St., Jackson, 
Light Line Prayer Call continues to be held each Wednes-
day at 6 a.m.  The call-in number is 218-486-1348, access 
code: 224235578#.  For more information call 601-354-
0393.  Rev. Marcus Cheeks is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church, 1285 Raymond Rd (South 
Campus) Jackson, Family Enrichment and Athletic Minis-
tries Twelve Tribes of NJC will host a friendly competition 
against each other May 6, beginning at 9 a.m. For more 
information, call 601-371-6772.  Rev. Dwayne Pickett Sr. 
is the pastor.

Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist Church, 925 W. 

Pearl St., Jackson, Youth Ministry will host a Mother/
Daughter Tea May 6, at 2 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. For 
more information call 601-355-5545.  Dr. Daniel Watkins 
is the pastor.

The Church Triumphant Global, 6531 Dogwood View 
Parkway, Jackson, will celebrate Pastor Tonya Ware’s 
birthday May 7, at 10 a.m.  For more information call 601-
977-0007. Bishop Adrian Ware is the pastor.

New Beginnings Christian Church, 2920 Highway 468, 
Pearl, will host its graduates’ reception May 21 at noon.  
For more information, call 601-932-4444.  Bishop James 
E. Griffin is the pastor.

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:
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Place your 
church ad here.
For details call 
601-896-0084
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The story 
of Henrietta 
Lacks, a Vir-
ginia mother 
whose cells 
have trans-
formed medi-

cal research for over 60 
years, is both amazing and 
heartbreaking.

Cells taken from her body 
without her consent dur-
ing her treatment for cervi-
cal cancer at Johns Hopkins 
University in the 1950s have 
proven to be the most medi-
cally viable cell line. A 2010 
book and recent HBO movie 
about Lacks have once again 
stirred interest in her story 
and that of the family that she 
left behind when she died of 
cervical cancer in 1951.

Her cells have a unique 
biological makeup that allow 
them to reproduce and grow 
indefinitely. This allows 
them to be more likely to 
withstand various scientific 
experiments that look for the 
cause and possible cures of 
countless diseases including 
polio and HIV.

Lacks shows through 
medical research what we 
as Christians know: we are 
capable of reproducing over 
time. The question is what 
are we reproducing? Is it 
Christ-like compassion or is 
it fear, negativity and strife? 

Like the HeLa cells produce 
indefinitely, we should strive 
to have a long term and trans-
formative impact on our fam-
ily, friends and co-workers.

Romans 14:19 provides a 
hint of how this can be done 
“So then let us pursue what 
makes for peace and for mu-
tual upbuilding.”

I admit that striving for 
peace can sometimes be hard 
but an experience I had re-
cently reminded me that the 
way of peace is always the 
best way.

About a year and a half 
ago, I returned some jewelry 
to Macy’s. Because it was 
the busy Christmas holiday 
sales season, the sales clerks 
were helping other custom-
ers. Rather than huff impa-
tiently, I was surprised by 
how peaceful I was despite 
the long wait.

The salesclerk who pro-
cessed the return was friend-
ly and made the usual polite 
conversation about the busy 
holiday season. In the midst 
of our conversation, I noticed 
that he had on a yarmulke 
(skull cap) so I asked him if 
he was Jewish. He confirmed 
that he was and then shared 
how he’d moved to Texas to 
attend school and learn more 
about his Hebraic heritage. 

By the time he finished the 
transaction, he also shared 
about his place of worship 
and invited me to visit some-

time. I politely accepted the 
invitation but didn’t think 
twice about it until recently 
when I ran into this same 
man at an awards ceremony 
at my job.

All I saw was the man in 
black yarmulke from a dis-
tance congratulating his son 
on getting an award. “Was 
that the guy from Macy’s?” I 
wondered. After all, I asked 
myself, how many African-
American middle aged men 
wear yarmulkes? Figuring it 
would not hurt to ask if he’d 
ever worked at Macy’s; I 
walked over and asked him. 
With a smile he confirmed 
that he had.

Though our conversation 
was brief, I walked away 
thankful that when we’d met 
over a year ago that I’d been 
pleasant.

Sometimes we think hav-
ing an impact on people has 
to involve big gestures. But 
like the initial small amount 
of HeLa cells have changed 
modern medical research, 
the biggest impact can some-
times be what we reproduce 
in others through small ges-
tures of peace and compas-
sion.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-sell-
er “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after 
a Relationship Ends.” She 
may be reached at lovehan-
gover@juno.com.

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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We read in Mat-
thew 18:1-4 these 
words: “At the same 
time came the dis-
ciples unto Jesus, 
saying, Who is the 
greatest in the king-

dom of heaven? And Jesus called a 
little child unto him, and set him in 
the midst of them, And said, Ver-
ily I say unto you, Except ye be 
converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever 
therefore shall humble himself as 
this little child, the same is greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven.”

Also, we read in Mark 10:13-15 
these words: “And they brought 
young children to him, that he 
should touch them: and his dis-
ciples rebuked those that brought 
them. But when Jesus saw it, he 
was much displeased, and said 
unto them, Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God. Verily I say unto you, Whoso-
ever shall not receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein.”

We want to study the example 
that Jesus used to teach His disci-
ples about becoming as little chil-
dren and staying as little children.  
We must be as a little child to get 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; then 
we must stay as a little child, not 
as far as our maturity, but we must 
have the humility of a child and 
have child-like faith.

Our Scripture text says in the 
first verse, “At the same time came 

the disciples unto Jesus, saying, 
who is the greatest in the Kingdom 
of Heaven?” The disciples still had 
in their minds that Christ was go-
ing to set up an earthly kingdom 
and that certain individuals would 
hold prominent positions; so they 
wanted to know who would be 
the greatest in His Kingdom. In 
verse 2, Jesus had to teach them 
something just as He has to teach 
us. Sometimes God has to bring 
us down.  We can begin to think 
too highly of ourselves, and then 
God has to burst our bubble and 
bring us down. He might have to 
embarrass or humiliate us to bring 
us back down to our level. That is 
what He did to the disciples when 
He set a little child in their midst 
and said unto them, “Verily I say 
unto you, except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little child, 
the same is greatest in the Kingdom 
of Heaven” (Matthew 18:3-4).

Jesus had to show them and us 
how to get into the Kingdom and 
how to stay in the Kingdom. No-
tice that Jesus first had to teach 
them that they had to be converted 
to get into His Kingdom. We need 
our heart changed. When we get 
our heart changed, our ideas will 
start to change. We will not think 
the way we once did; our ideas 
will no longer be the same. The 
second thing He had to teach them 

and us is to become as little chil-
dren. Perhaps 1 Corinthians 14:2 
will explain what Jesus meant. The 
Apostle Paul wrote, “Brethren, 
be not children in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in understanding be men.” The 
Lord does not want us to have the 
understanding or the wisdom of 
a child; but in understanding and 
wisdom.

He wants us to be men. Paul 
said “in malice be ye children.” 
What did he mean? Well, when a 
child quarrels with another child, 
he is quick to make up afterwards. 
Children do not hold grudges. They 
make up quickly and are playing 
together the next day. That is how 
God wants us to be in malice.

If we have difference between 
one another, He does not want us to 
hold one another afar off. He wants 
us to settle those differences and 
get them out of the way. If there 
is a problem or something that we 
disagree with, be as a little child in 
malice. When we have an unsettled 
problem or difference between our 
brothers or sisters, it will hinder our 
faith. No matter how old we are or 
how long we have been saved, we 
need to be as little children.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Joynes Road Church of God, 
31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 
23669. He is married to Velma L. 
Green. He is a member of the Na-
tional Association of Evangelism 
Church of God, Anderson, Ind.

Who is the greatest in the 
Kingdom of Heaven?

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard Gospel Charts for the week of May 4

1. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
2. Joy     Vashawn Mitchell
3. Hang On    GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard
4. I Need You    Donnie McClurkin
5. Victory Belongs To Jesus Todd Dulaney
6. Work It Out    Tye Tribbett
7. Never Have To Be Alone  CeCe Winans
8. God’s Grace   Reverend Luther Barnes & The Restoration Worship Center Choir
9. Optimistic    The Sounds Of Blackness
10. God Provides   Tamela Mann

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM

P R E S E R V E D

The immortal 
life of peace
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CLEVELAND, MISS. - The 
GRAMMY Museum®, in con-
junction with theJohn Lee Hook-
er Estate, and Craft Recordings, 
the Catalog Division of Concord 
Music Group, will celebrate 
the centennial of the legendary 
GRAMMY®-winning blues-
man with the opening of a new 
exhibit titled John Lee Hooker: 
King of the Boogie Aug. 22 at 
GRAMMY Museum Mississippi 
in Cleveland, Miss., Hooker’s 
home state.

The exhibit will open on what 
would have been the late blues 
icon’s 100th birthday and will 
celebrate Hooker’s lasting lega-
cy through rare recordings, pho-
tos and one-of-a-kind artifacts.

The exhibit is part of a year-
long celebration of Hooker’s 
musical legacy that features spe-
cial releases from Craft Record-
ings, a conference at Delta State 
University in Cleveland, Miss., 
and special exhibits at the Delta 
Blues Museum in Clarksdale, 
Miss., and the Memphis-based 
Blues Foundation. The exhibit’s 
official media partners are Ox-
ford American and Living Blues.

“John Lee Hooker was truly 
a seminal blues artist. Many of 
his songs are part of America’s 
blues music treasury,” said blues 
historian and founding execu-
tive director of the GRAMMY 
Museum Bob Santelli. “In ad-
dition to impacting blues his-
tory, Hooker’s music influenced 

great rock bands like the Rolling 
Stones, the Animals, the Yard-
birds and ZZ Top. We’re thrilled 
to honor the King of the Boo-
gie’s legacy and tell the story of 
his incredible career in his own 
home state.”

On display at GRAMMY Mu-
seum Mississippi throughout the 
fall of 2017, the exhibit will fea-
ture:

• Rare and never-before-heard 
recordings from Hooker

• Instruments such as Hook-
er’s Gibson ES-335

• Hooker’s Best Traditional 
Blues Album GRAMMY for 
1997’s Don’t Look Back, which 
was co-produced by Van Morri-
son and Mike Kappus

• Rare photos, performance 
outfits and more.

John Lee Hooker: King of 
the Boogie will be on display at 
GRAMMY Museum Mississip-
pi from Aug. 22, 2017 through 
fall 2017. It will then travel to 

Los Angeles where it will open 
at the GRAMMY Museum at 
L.A. LIVE.

“John Lee Hooker is gone but 
not forgotten. In collaboration 
with the GRAMMY Museum 
and our partners, the John Lee 
Hooker family is pleased and 
honored to be able to bring to 
the public the artifacts in this ex-
hibit, donated not just by family 
but by his very dear friends and 
associates. This Centennial is a 
celebration of John Lee Hook-
er’s amazing life and his love of 
the music that he shared with the 
world.” – Diane Roan-Hooker 
and Zakiya Hooker, daughters of 
the legendary blues artist.

To celebrate 100 years of 
Hooker’s music, Craft Record-
ings will issue a series of titles 
throughout 2017, culminating 
with a centennial CD box set, 
offering 100 career-spanning 
hits and rarities, plus previously 
unreleased material. Concord 

will also reissue several classic 
Hooker titles on 180-gram vinyl, 
as well as digitally, in hi-res and 
MFiT formats.

To kick off the centennial 
celebrations, the label issued a 
16-track collection of songs from 
the prime of Hooker’s career on 
its Vee-Jay imprint. Whiskey & 
Wimmen: John Lee Hooker’s 
Finest was released March 31 
on vinyl and CD, offering clas-
sic tracks from the ‘50s and ‘60s, 
including “Boom Boom” and 
“Dimples.”

Other organizations celebrat-
ing the centennial include the 
Delta Blues Museum in Clarks-
dale, Miss., which will host a 
special exhibit about Hooker 
featuring clothing, guitars, re-
cordings, and more, opening in 
July. The celebration will con-
tinue through August as the mu-
seum celebrates its annual “John 
Lee Hooker Month” at the Delta 
Blues Museum.

The Delta Blues Museum 
Band will perform Hooker’s 
songs when they open the 30th 
Annual Sunflower River Blues 
and Gospel Festival Friday, Aug. 
11. The festival will run through 
Aug. 13. More information about 
celebratory activities at the Delta 
Blues Museum can be found at 
www.deltabluesmuseum.org.

Hooker’s 1996 album, Real 
Folk Blues, is being inducted 
into the Blues Hall of Fame at 
a ceremony coordinated by The 
Blues Foundation May 10 in 

Memphis.
In addition, The Blues Foun-

dation will be opening a new ex-
hibit, The Rosebud Agency and 
Mike Kappus: 45+ Years Sharing 
the Music, which will include a 
special display of Hooker arti-
facts, curated by Mike Kappus, 
long-time manager of John Lee 
Hooker. That exhibit will open 
May 10, in conjunction with the 
Blues Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony, and will run through 
October 2017.

In addition, the Fourth Annual 
International Conference on the 
Blues at Delta State University 
is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 1 
through Tuesday, Oct. 3,. With 
an established record of attract-
ing internationally renowned 
blues scholars and GRAMMY 
Award-winning talent, the up-
coming conference promises to 
deliver an extra dose of educa-
tional and celebratory flair.

In partnership with GRAM-
MY Museum Mississippi, the 
International Conference on the 
Blues will commemorate the 
John Lee Hooker Centennial this 
year. To stay abreast of develop-
ments with the conference, visit 
www.deltastate.edu/bluesconfer-
ence/.

About John Lee Hooker 
With a prolific career that 

spanned over five decades, 
legendary bluesman John Lee 
Hooker remains a foundational 
figure in the development of 
modern music, having influenced 

countless artists around the globe 
with his simple, yet deeply effec-
tive style.

Known to music fans around 
the world as the “King of the 
Boogie,” Hooker endures as 
one of the true superstars of the 
blues: the ultimate beholder of 
cool. His work is widely recog-
nized for its impact on modern 
music – his simple, yet deeply ef-
fective songs transcend borders 
and languages around the globe.

Born near Clarksdale, Missis-
sippi August 22, 1917 to a share-
cropping family, Hooker’s earli-
est musical influence came from 
his stepfather, William Moore 
– a blues musician who taught 
his young stepson to play guitar, 
and whom Hooker later credited 
for his unique style on the instru-
ment.

By the early ‘40s, Hooker had 
moved north to Detroit by way 
of Memphis and Cincinnati. By 
day, he was a janitor in the auto 
factories, but by night, like many 
other transplants from the rural 
Delta, he entertained friends and 
neighbors by playing at house 
parties. “The Hook” gained fans 
around town from these shows, 
including local record store own-
er Elmer Barbee.

Barbee was so impressed by 
the young musician that he in-
troduced him to Bernard Bes-
man – a producer, record distrib-
utor and the owner of Sensation 
Records. 

(Hooker continued on page 11)

The Grammy Museum celebrates the centennial of Grammy-winning blues legend John Lee Hooker with

John Lee Hooker: King Of The Boogie
Opening August 22, 2017, at GRAMMY Museum Mississippi in Cleveland, Miss.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Hooker
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2017 SBA MISSISSIPPI SMALL 
BUSINESS AWARD WINNERS
 
Small Business Person of the Year
Mary Jennifer Russell
Sugaree’s Bakery
New Albany, Miss.
 
Generational Family-Owned 
Keith Delcambre
Bozo’s Grocery
Pascagoula, Miss.
 
Young Entrepreneur
Latrice Rogers 
Goddess Lengths Virgin Hair Bar
Jackson, Miss.
 
Financial Services Champion 
Vickie Rivers 
Renaissance Community Loan Fund 
Gulfport, Miss. 
 
Minority Small Business Champion
Louis J. Finkle, PhD
Gaston Point Community Development Cor-
poration
Gulfport, Miss.
 
Lifetime Achievement Awards in Small 
Business Development
Two Individuals to be revealed at Awards 
Event
 
LENDER AWARDS
 
Community Bank of Mississippi 
Top Loan Volume & Top Dollar Lender

 Live Oak Banking 
1st Runner-Up Dollar Lender
 
Trustmark National Bank
2nd Runner-Up Loan Volume Lender
 
BankPlus
3rd Runner-Up Dollar Lender & Honorable 
Mention Volume Lender
 
Covington County Bank
1st Runner-Up Loan Volume Lender
 
First Financial Bank
2nd Runner-Up Loan Volume Lender & Hon-
orable Mention Dollar Lender
 
Peoples Bank 
2nd Runner-Up Dollar Lender & 3rd Runner-
Up Loan Volume Lender
 
Central Mississippi Development Company, 
Inc. 
Top Loan Volume Certified Development 
Company
 
Six Bridges Capital Corporation 
Top Dollar Certified Development Company
 
Metropolitan Bank
Top Dollar Third-Party Lender on CDC Proj-
ects
 
For more information on the award ceremony 
and/or to nominate someone for an award, 
please contact Bridget Johnson-Fells at (228) 
863-4449, ext. 225. 

The Mississippi Legisla-
tive Black Caucus (MLBC or 
Caucus) recently notified the 
Southern Legislative Confer-
ence (SLC) that the Caucus 
will boycott SLC’s Annual 
Meeting convening July 29, 
2017 - August 2, 2017 at the 
Beau Rivage in Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi over the state’s Con-
federate flag.

In its letter to SLC, the 
Caucus expressed the con-
tinuing need in Mississippi 
“to create a more inclusive 
environment that is welcom-
ing of citizens from every ra-
cial and ethnic background” 
and of its disappointment 
“upon learning of the South-
ern Legislative Conference’s 
decision to convene its 2017 
meeting in...the only state in 
the union that flies the con-
troversial Confederate imag-
ery in its flag.”

The chairwoman of the 
Mississippi Legislative Black 
Caucus, Representative So-
nya Williams-Barnes, offered 
the following comment:

The Mississippi Legisla-
tive Black Caucus (MLBC) 
refuses to turn its backs on 
the millions of people who 
are forced to live and func-
tion under the oppressive 
symbol of our state flag. For 
far too long, Mississippi has 
been forced to the back of 
the bus because we refused 

to retire a symbol that no 
longer reflects who we are 
as people. We are better than 
what that flag symbolizes. 
Mississippi is a place that is 
rich in heritage, but it is also 
a place rich in hope. We stand 
united in the hope that the re-
pressive mindset of some is 
overturned by the progres-
sive outcry of many. Mis-
sissippi is no longer a place 
that seeks to insight fear and 
oppresses the upward mobil-
ity of its people. Mississippi 
is a place of opportunity; of 
civility; and of respect. We 
live here every day. We know 
that. Now – is the time for us 
to prove that to others.

The Caucus has requested 
that SLC supports its efforts 
to replace the flag with one 
that all Mississippians can fly 
proudly.

About Mississippi Legis-
lative Black Caucus

The Mississippi Legislative 
Black Caucus is the standard-
bearer for equality and justice 
in the state of Mississippi. 
For more than four decades, 
the MSLBC has exhibited an 
unwavering commitment to 
the goal of achieving full in-
clusion of the state’s Africans 
American residents in every 
aspect of Mississippi life – 
from education and employ-
ment to housing and health to 
commerce and government 
services.

The U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) Mississippi District 
Office is proud to announce that 
Mary Jennifer Russell, president and 
founder of Sugaree’s Bakery of New 
Albany, Miss., has been named the 
2017 SBA Mississippi Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year. 

Sugaree’s Bakery is a small batch 
bakery that since 1997 has been fo-
cusing on depth of flavor with its 
classic southern layer cakes. This 
company’s aim is to make the richest, 
moistest homemade cakes available.

“We are proud of Mississippi’s 
Small Business Person of the Year 
and Small Business Champion Win-
ners,” said Janita R. Stewart, SBA 
Mississippi district director.

“New Albany native Mary Jennifer 
Russell had a vision early on about 
this business. What started out in her 
residence, through time grew expo-
nentially into a booming business in 
her hometown. Now, the business has 
expanded wherein she employs 35 
people and bakes 1,000 cakes weekly 
which are sold on-line, retail, whole-
sale and for fundraising purposes. 
“Sugaree’s and Mary Jennifer have 
been featured in Oprah Magazine, 
Southern Living, New York Times and 
the Huffington Post,” says Stewart, 
“and again, we are proud to name her 
our Small Business Person of the Year 
for 2017.”

The SBA Mississippi District Office 
will honor the Small Business Person 
of the Year, Small Business Champi-
ons, Top Lenders and Top CDCs at an 

awards ceremony May 4, during Na-
tional Small Business Week.

Also to be recognized by SBA Mis-
sissippi, will be two individuals who 
have worked hard to enhance small 
business, economic development and 
jobs creation in Mississippi for de-
cades. They will be presented “life-
time achievement awards” during the 
ceremony.

“On the small business lending 
front, during federal fiscal year 2016, 
SBA lending was up slightly in Mis-
sissippi over the previous year by 
about six percent in numbers, signifi-
cant for small businesses in our state. 
We play a vital role in enabling small 
businesses and entrepreneurs to get 
the capital they need to start and grow 
their businesses, create jobs and build 
communities. This could not have 
happened without the participation of 
our host of in and out-of-state bank 
and non-bank lending partners and we 
look forward to recognizing our top 
lenders and top CDCs at the awards 
ceremony in May,” said Stewart.

Every year, SBA receives nomina-
tions from various categories includ-
ing Small Business Person, Small 
Business Export, Young Entrepre-
neur, Generational Family-Owned 
Business, Minority Business Cham-
pion, Women Business Champion, 
Veterans Business Champion, Home-
Based Business Champion, Financial 
Services Champion, Entrepreneur-
ial Success Award, Small Business 
Journalist, 8(a) Graduate Award, and 
Phoenix Awards.

Mississippi Legislative Black Caucus boycotts the 
Southern Legislative Conference 2017 annual meeting 
convening in Mississippi over state confederate flag

SBA to celebrate Mississippi small 
business person of the year, business 
champions, top lenders and top CDCs

Mississippi Link Newswire
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(Hooker continued from page 10) 
By 1948 Hooker –now honing 

his style on an electric guitar – had 
recorded several songs for Bes-
man, who, in turn, leased the tracks 
to nationally distributed Modern 
Records. Among these first record-
ings was “Boogie Chillun,” (soon 
after appearing as “Boogie Chill-
en”) which became a #1 jukebox 
hit, selling over a million copies. 
This success was soon followed 
by a string of hits, including “I’m 
in the Mood,” “Crawling King-
snake” and “Hobo Blues.”

Over the next 15 years, Hooker 
signed to a new label, Vee-Jay Re-
cords, and maintained a prolific 
recording schedule, releasing over 
100 songs on the imprint.

When the young bohemian 
artists of the ‘60s “discovered” 
Hooker, among other notable 
blues originators, he found his 
career taking on a new direction. 
With the folk movement in high 
gear, Hooker returned to his solo, 
acoustic roots, and was in strong 
demand to perform at colleges 
and folk festivals around the coun-
try. Across the Atlantic, emerg-
ing British bands were idolizing 
Hooker’s work. Artists like the 
Rolling Stones, the Animals and 
the Yardbirds introduced Hooker’s 
sound to new and eager audiences, 
whose admiration and influence 
helped build Hooker up to super-
star status.

By 1970, Hooker had relocated 
to California and was busy col-
laborating on several projects with 
rock acts. One such collaboration 
was with rock band Canned Heat, 
which resulted in 1971’s hit record 
Hooker ‘n’ Heat. The double LP 
became Hooker’s first charting 
album.

Throughout the late ‘70s and 
‘80s, Hooker toured the United 
States and Europe steadily. His 
appearance in the legendary 
Blues Brothers movie resulted in 
a heightened profile once again. 
Then, at age 72 Hooker released 
the biggest album of his career, 
The Healer. The GRAMMY 
Award-winning 1989 LP featured 
contemporary artists such as Bon-
nie Raitt, Carlos Santana, Los Lo-
bos and George Thorogood. The 
Healer was released to critical ac-
claim and sold over one million 
copies.

In the 1990s Hooker released 
five studio albums, including Mr. 
Lucky, which once again teamed 
Hooker with an array of artists; 
Boom Boom, which aimed to in-
troduce new fans to his classic 
material; the GRAMMY-winning 
Chill Out; and a collaboration with 
Van Morrison, Don’t Look Back, 
which also garnered two GRAM-
MYs.

Throughout the decade, Hook-
er’s great body of work and con-
tributions to modern music were 
being recognized not only by his 
peers, but also by a younger gen-
eration. He became a familiar face 
in popular culture, with appear-
ances on The Tonight Show and 
Late Night with David Letterman. 
In 1990, a massive tribute concert 
took place at New York’s Madison 
Square Garden, featuring Hooker 
and an all-star lineup of guest art-
ists. One year later, Hooker was 
inducted into the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame and in 1997 he was 
presented with a star on the Hol-
lywood Walk of Fame. 

In 2000, shortly before his death, 
Hooker was recognized with a 
Recording Academy® Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and just one 
week before his passing, ever true 
to form, the bluesman spent his fi-
nal Saturday night playing a now-
legendary show to a packed house 
at the Luther Burbank Center for 
the Arts in Santa Rosa, California.

The Hook continues to live on. 
His music can regularly be heard 
in TV shows, commercials and 
films, and many of his tracks have 
also found a second life sampled 
in new songs – by the likes of 
R&B star Brandy, hip-hop legend 
Chuck D and French electronic 
musician St Germain, among 
many others.

Most recently, in 2016 his iconic 
recording, the 1962 Vee-Jay Re-
cords single “Boom Boom,” was 
inducted into the GRAMMY Hall 
of Fame.
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My job is 
to promote 
the interests 
of Ameri-
ca’s Histori-
cally Black 

Colleges and Universities. 
So naturally I was con-
cerned when I heard ear-
lier this year that the new 
Trump administration was 
planning to propose in-
creasing defense spending 
by $54 billion and slash-
ing nonmilitary spending 
by an equal amount.

That’s when the HBCU 
presidents, chancellors, 
and I decided to roll up 
our sleeves and get to 
work engaging the Trump 
Administration and the 
Republ ican-cont ro l led 
115th Congress to fight 
and protect our interests. 
It paid off: In late Febru-
ary, after weeks of meet-
ings and phone calls with 
administration officials, 
more than 70 HBCU lead-
ers and I attended a lis-
tening session with top 
administration officials, 
and a dozen returned the 
next day for a signing cer-
emony event at the White 
House, where President 
Trump signed an execu-
tive order recognizing the 
importance of our institu-
tions.

A few weeks later, the 
administration released its 
budget blueprint, which 
called for maintaining 
federal HBCU spending 
at current levels. Let me 
be clear: flat spending for 
HBCUs in a president’s 
budget that calls for a 13 
percent funding decrease 
to the Department of Edu-
cation is a win.

It’s clear that this ad-
ministration understands 
the value of HBCUs, 
which educate nearly 
300,000 students a year, 
award three-quarters of all 
doctorates earned by Af-
rican Americans and pro-
vided the undergraduate 
degrees of 80 percent of 
black federal judges.

Not everyone is happy 
though – some are criti-
cal of President Trump 
because they believe he 
should have significantly 
increased the budget for 
HBCUs. Such notions are 
naïve in the current politi-
cal environment in Wash-
ington, now run by Re-
publicans who’ve vowed 
to reduce the size of gov-
ernment.

There are some other 
important things to re-
member as well.

First, the President 
makes a “budget request” 
while the Congress has 
to ultimately authorize 
and appropriate the fund-

ing for the actual budget. 
The HBCU community is 
working hard to ensure 
the President’s final bud-
get request scheduled to 
be released in May pro-
tects HBCU funding. At 
the same time, we are en-
gaging the Congress to not 
only protect the HBCU 
funding, but to also in-
crease programs that are 
critical to our mission. 
This is the beginning of 
the process, not the end.

Secondly, the admin-
istration has proposed to 
maintain – not to cut – the 
Pell Grant program. And 
while it is true the admin-
istration has suggested re-
allocating $3.9 million in 
Pell Grant surplus fund-
ing, we are busy working 
with the Congress to use 
the additional funding to 
restore year-round Pell 
that was eliminated under 
President Obama.

Our recent visits to the 
White House reinforced 
my belief that we must 
seek an open dialogue 
that transcends partisan 
lines to ensure access 
to quality higher educa-
tion for all our deserving 
young people. That’s why 
we’ve chosen a strategy 
of engagement, building 
relationships in Wash-
ington in addition to our 
traditional allies, such as 
the Congressional Black 
Caucus.

We are working hard 
to reach out to key law-
makers in both parties, 
such as Republican Sen. 
Tim Scott and Rep. Mark 
Walker, who hosted the 
fly-in for HBCU leaders 
in February. And we have 
developed a strong work-
ing relationship with the 
administration, which has 
been, frankly, more ac-
cessible than the Obama 
White House, which often 
shortchanged our budget 
requests and seemed to 
fail to grasp the complexi-
ties of our mission.

I encourage all who sup-
port HBCUs to remember 
this is a marathon not a 
sprint. In addition to the 
upcoming fiscal year bud-
get request, TMCF and our 
HBCU leaders have iden-
tified billions of dollars in 
additional needs over the 
next four or five years. We 
will get there through per-
sistence, diplomacy and 
relationship-building, not 
by attacking those who 
are eager to work with us.

Johnny C. Taylor Jr. is 
pesident & CEO of Thur-
good Marshall College 
Fund (TMCF), the largest 
organization exclusively 
representing the black 
college community. Fol-
low him on Twitter at @
JohnnyCTaylorJr.
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By Johnny C. Taylor Jr.
NNPA Newswire Guest Columnist

From Factor to Failure: 

Former Fox 
News Channel an-
chor Bill O’Reilly, 
the man whose 
lofty ratings were 
responsible for 
the growth of the 

network, is no longer on the air. 
Revelations that $13 million had 
been paid, either by O’Reilly or 
the network, to women who said 
they had been sexually harassed 
repelled millions, some of whom 
protested outside Fox headquar-
ters and took to the airwaves with 
their complaints.

But it is unlikely that protests 
or complaints moved Fox to sepa-
rate themselves from O’Reilly. In-
stead, it is most likely that the net-
work severed ties with O’Reilly, 
because advertisers did not want 
to be associated with a program 
anchored by a man who seemed 
to find nothing wrong with sexual 
harassment.

More than 52 advertisers pulled 
ad spots from “The O’Reilly Fac-
tor” program, in the wake of “The 
New York Times” article about 
the payouts. They included Advil, 
Mercedes, BMW, Jenny Craig, 
Hyundai, Allstate, Lexus and 
H&R Block. The O’Reilly Factor 
was the highest revenue-generator 
in cable television, bringing in 
about $120 million in the first nine 
months of 2016. The O’Reilly Fac-
tor dominated the 8 p.m. weekday 
hour, drawing more viewers than 
any other cable network.

Don’t cry for Bill O’Reilly. He 
is leaving Fox News with “tens 
of millions of dollars” in a settle-
ment; be concerned, instead, for 
the women who have had to put 
up with his odious behavior; be 
concerned for those who didn’t 
come forward to get paid because 
they were afraid for their jobs, or 
because they feared they would 
not be believed; be concerned for 
the black woman that O’Reilly al-
legedly called “Hot Chocolate,” 
grunted when he saw her, and be-
haved so badly that she was fright-
ened for her safety. Why didn’t 
she leave? She valued her job. She 
didn’t know, if she could find an-
other one. An African-American 
woman who heads a household, 
on average, has just $4400 in liq-
uid assets, compared to $20,519 
for white women. With such a tiny 
cushion, an African-American 
woman is likely to think twice 
before airing a sexual harassment 
complaint.

African-American women are 
also less likely to be believed than 
white women, at least partly be-
cause of the way the world views 
black women. So, right on, to the 
sister who called the Fox Hot Line 
to report that she was being ha-
rassed. She, and many of the other 
black women who have protested 
the culture of sexism at Fox, need 
to have champions that are as 
vocal as the champions Megyn 
Kelly and Gretchen Carlson had. 
Indeed, one might look at the fact 
that Megyn Kelley pushed Tam-
ron Hall off her perch as the only 

black woman anchor at the Today 
show as evidence of how much 
more highly valued white women 
are than black women.

What did we learn from 
O’Reilly’s ouster, though? We 
learned that advertisers are con-
troversy-averse. They don’t want 
to be associated with an accused 
sexual harasser, especially when 
the accusations are persistent and 
are backed up with numerous 
settlements to women who have 
experienced harassment.

Advertisers saw their brands 
tarnished, and their consumer 
base angered, by O’Reilly’s be-
havior. Too many of the compa-
nies that abandoned O’Reilly’s 
show have increasing numbers of 
women in senior management, in 
advertising, and on their boards. 

While Roger Ailes, now himself 
dismissed from Fox for his harass-
ing behavior, described O’Reilly’s 
antics with “Bill will be Bill,” in-
creasing numbers of women (and 
some men) in charge find Bill’s 
behavior, not only odious, but also 
illegal. Increased sensitivity to is-
sues of sexual harassment helped 
make it clear that O’Reilly’s be-
havior was simply unacceptable.

What would it take for advertis-
ers to draw the line on racial dis-
crimination and/or discrimination 
against African-American wom-
en? Racial discrimination does 
not cause the same repugnance 
that sex discrimination does. In-
deed, companies that engage in 
widespread race discrimination 
might even get high fives from 

consumers who might like to 
practice racism themselves.

The only way that African 
Americans could spark an adver-
tiser exodus, on par with what 
happened to The O’Reilly Fac-
tor, would be to either work with 
partners who would put their feet 
down strongly, or to boycott the 
goods and services that a discrim-
inating company provided. Un-
fortunately, there are few African 
Americans who would emulate 
those who boycotted busses for 
381 days in Montgomery during 
1955 and 1956. It seems unlikely 
that a critical mass of African 
Americans would inconvenience 
themselves to punish a discrimi-
nator.

African-American lead-
ers would do well to study the 
O’Reilly case and to ask what it 
would take for us to send as strong 
a signal about race discrimina-
tion as the O’Reilly dismissal did 
about sexual harassment. Many 
thought O’Reilly was invincible, 
but he wasn’t. Race discrimina-
tion isn’t invincible, either. We 
just have to decide what we want 
to do about it!

Julianne Malveaux is an author, 
economist and founder of Eco-
nomic Education. Her podcast, 
“It’s Personal with Dr. J” is avail-
able on iTunes. Her latest book 
“Are We Better Off? Race, Obama 
and Public Policy” is available to 
order at www.juliannemalveaux.
com at Amazon.com. Follow Dr. 
Malveaux on Twitter @drjlast-
word.

What black leaders can learn 
from the O’Reilly debacle
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

More than 90 
percent of all Mis-
sissippi kids attend 
public schools. 
That means that 
90 percent of the 
state’s workforce, 

voters, parents and leaders come 
from public schools.

More than 60,000 teachers and 
support staff work in Mississippi’s 
public schools, and Mississippi 
state government spends more 
than $2 billion a year on public ed-
ucation. In addition, local taxpay-
ers spend untold millions more. Is 
it any wonder that the subject of 
public education is always at the 
forefront for most Mississippians? 

It is no secret that Mississippi 
has struggled to improve its public 
school performance. No need to 
go through the statistics. We have 
some great public schools, but too 
many are failing or inadequate for 
the needs of their students. Too 
many kids go into the workforce 
or to college unprepared for the 
challenges they will face.

Each year the legislature, the 
Governor, the State Department 
of Education, and various public 
interest groups propose ideas to 
improve educational outcomes. 
Some ideas work around the mar-
gins, and others make no apprecia-
ble difference. Few have resulted 
in significant improvements.

Most often the debate is about 
the level of funding and the meth-
od of distribution of dollars among 
competing education interests and 
school districts. And lack of ad-
equate funds remains a problem in 
most districts. But there is really 
only one fix for a broken school or 
school district – good leadership 
and community support.

Until we figure out a way to give 
every school district a top notch 
superintendent, every school a 
competent principal, and every 
classroom a qualified teacher, 
we will not improve the system. 
It does not matter how much we 
spend. It will not happen.

This year the legislature be-
gan the process of making every 
school superintendent position an 
appointed one. The argument is 

that moving from elected superin-
tendents to appointments widens 
the pool of qualified applicants.  
That may be a good first step, but 
it is not enough. If the board that 
appoints the superintendent is in-
competent or too political, they 
will not make a wise choice. And 
a bad superintendent is likely to 
make poor choices of principals 
and teachers.

In Mississippi we have both 
appointed and elected superinten-
dents who are great leaders and 
run exemplary districts and both 
elected and appointed superinten-
dents who are poor leaders who 
lead failing districts. In the end, 
just making all superintendents 
appointed will make little differ-
ence in overall educational perfor-
mance.

We must insure that all school 
boards are careful in their selec-
tions, support their appointees, 
hire only competent teachers, 
manage their budgets effectively 
and are responsive the needs of the 
community. To do that we have to 
have parents and taxpayers who 
demand better schools in their dis-

tricts.
In the end, whether they are ap-

pointed or elected, putting quali-
fied, committed people in charge 
is the only way to insure that high 
quality teaching and learning are 
going on in our classrooms. And 
that effort can only come from 
within our communities. There are 
no classrooms in the state capitol.  
School employees are local em-
ployees. They do not work for the 
state. They work for the taxpayers 
of the local school districts.

Want to fix your schools? First 
you have to fix your leadership.  
No amount of money or Common 
Core or 3rd grade gate or charter 
schools or vouchers or merit pay 
or any other top down program 
can fix a broken system. Just want-
ing better schools is not enough. 
Just like successful cities require 
competent mayors and council 
members, successful school dis-
tricts require competent superin-
tendents and board members.

Parents and taxpayers have to 
demand success from school lead-
ership, or subpar schools will con-
tinue to produce subpar results.

Want to fix your schools? First 
you have to fix your leadership
By Cecil Brown
Public Service Commissioner



ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR REQUEST FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES

IN CONNECTION WITH THE
REHABILITATION OF RUNWAY 11/29

AT HAWKINS FIELD AIRPORT
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 003-17-A

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at 
the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal 
Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 
2:00 p.m. central time on June 9, 2017 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction 
and related services in connection with the Rehabilitation of Runway 11/29 
at Hawkins Field Airport, Project No. 003-17-A, (the “Work”). In general, the 
Work will consist of the rehabilitation of concrete pavements, including joint 
and crack sealing, slab repair, slab replacement, pavement marking removal, 
pavement markings, and other associated work. The work will also include 
installation of a Medium Intensity Runway Lighting System, including fixtures, 
conductors, conduit, and associated improvements.

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. central time on 
June 9, 2017 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor 
of the Main Terminal Building, Suite 300 at JAN. JMAA invites Bidders and 
their authorized representatives to attend the Bid Opening.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must 
be marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Num-
ber and with the wording “Rehabilitation of Runway 11/29 at Hawkins Field 
Airport, JMAA Project No. 003-17-A.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or 
requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will 
not be considered for any cause whatsoever.

JMAA will award the Work to the Lowest and Best most responsive and re-
sponsible bidder as determined by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set 
forth in the Information for Bidders. The Information for Bidders contains, 
among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to 
Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best 
responsible and responsive bidder. Any Addendum issued clarifying and/or 
changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing instructions in 
the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the In-
struction to Bidders, including plans and specifications, shall become part of 
the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifications related to the Work are 
considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN 
at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
100 International Drive, Suite 300
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 939-5631
Email Address: cparker@jmaa.com
Attention: Chad G Parker, C.P.M.
Procurement Specialist

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the 
Work) may be obtained upon payment of a $150.00 refundable fee per set. 
Bid documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition no later 
than thirty (30) days after opening of Bids for purchase cost to be refunded. 
The Engineer for this Project reserves the right to determine quality of plans 
upon return. Payment for the bid documents is to be in the form of a company 
or cashier’s check made payable to Neel-Schaffer, Inc. The check may be 
presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the following address or 
may be mailed to the following address:

Neel-Schaffer, Inc.
1022 Highland Colony Parkway, Suite 202
Ridgeland, MS 39157
Telephone: (601) 898-3358

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the re-
quest. Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment 
is received.
The contact for all questions and submittal of Bids and required forms is 
Mr. Chad G Parker, Procurement Specialist. Mr. Parker can be contacted at 
cparker@jmaa.com or 601-664-3516.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on May 17, 
2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the JMAA 
Conference Room, Terminal Building, Hawkins Field Airport, West Ramp 
Road, Jackson, MS, 39209. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is highly 
recommended for all those interested in submitting bids as a Prime Con-
tractor for the Work and persons seeking opportunities to provide work as a 
Sub-Contractor. The benefits of attendance include networking opportunities 
between Prime Contractors and Sub-Contractors, as well as the opportunity 
to be on a list of contacts that will be published to interested parties as part of 
the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference; review of the plans and specifica-
tions; and a site visit of the area covered in the scope of work. No site visits 
will be scheduled other than the one provided during the Pre-Bid conference.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work 
by Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and all bids for 
any reason at any time prior to execution of the Agreement; and to hold and 
examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding the contract to per-
form the Work.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to 
provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Ad-
denda by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/rfqrfb-center/). JMAA 
will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on re-
cord with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 22% for the Work solicited 
by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer

5/4/2017  5/11/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
BY THE

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
FOR

CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH 

THE REHABILITATION OF TAXIWAY ALPHA, PHASE 2
AT THE

JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 012-17)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids 
at the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main 
Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mis-
sissippi, until 11:00 a.m. central time on June 9, 2017 (the “Bid Dead-
line”), for construction and related services in connection with the Reha-
bilitation of Taxiway Alpha, Phase 2 at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport (the “Work”).

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 11:05 a.m. central time 
on June 9, 2017 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third 
Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must 
be marked with the Bidder’s company name and Mississippi Certificate of 
Responsibility Number and with the wording: “Rehabilitation of Taxiway 
Alpha, Phase 2 at JAN, JMAA Project No. 01217.” Bid proposals, amend-
ments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after 
the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever. JMAA 
invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present at the 
Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the Lowest and Best most responsive and 
responsible Bidder as determined by JMAA in accordance with the crite-
ria set forth in the Information for Bidders.  The Information for Bidders 
contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, In-
structions to Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the 
lowest and most responsive and responsible Bidder. Any Addendums 
issued clarifying and/or changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/
or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering 
questions in relation to the Instructions to Bidders, including plans and 
specifications, shall become part of the Information for Bidders. Plans 
and specifications related to the Work are considered part of the Agree-
ment.

The Information for Bidders, including plans and specifications, is on file 
and open for public inspection at JAN at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 462
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention:  Joyce Tillman, Facility Engineer

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the 
Work) may be obtained upon payment of a $250.00 refundable fee per 
set.  Bid documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition 
for purchase cost to be refunded.  The Engineer for this Project reserves 
the right to determine quality of plans upon return.  Payment for the bid 
documents is to be in the form of a company or cashier’s check made 
payable to AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc.  The check may 
be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the following ad-
dress or may be mailed to the following address:

AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc.
912 North West Street
Jackson, MS  39202
Telephone: (601) 352-6800
Facsimile: (601) 352-6807
Email: ajenkins@ajaservices.com

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the 
request.  Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until pay-
ment is received.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on May 
16, 2017.  Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is highly encouraged 
for all those interested in submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for the 
Work and persons seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Con-
tractor.  The benefits of attendance include networking opportunities be-
tween Prime Contractors and Sub-Contractors, as well as the opportu-
nity to be on a list of contacts that will be published to interested parties 
as part of the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference; review of the plans 
and specifications; and a site visit of the area covered in the scope of 
work.  No site visits will be scheduled other than the one provided during 
the Pre-Bid conference.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the 
Work by Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline; to reject any and 
all bids; to waive informalities in the bidding process; and to hold and 
examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding the Contract to 
perform the Work.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids 
or to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or 
more Addenda by posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-
center/).   JMAA will also endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, 
to all persons on record with JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information 
for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 22% for the Work so-
licited by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.    
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer

5/4/2017  5/11/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3974

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Trey Hester and Brez, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from I-1 (Light) Industrial 
District to CMU–1 (Community) Mixed-Use District, Pedestrian Oriented with a 
Use Permit for a Community Recreational Facility to operate an Escape Room 
on property located at 839 S. State St., in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Beginning at a point that is 365.23 feet south 08 degrees 47 minutes 27 seconds 
west (south 08 degrees 55 minutes west, according to Deed) of the Northeast 
Comer of 5 acre Lot 3 South Jackson, according to the Henry C. Daniel official 
map of the City of Jackson dated 1875, a copy which is filed for record in the 
office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, reference 
to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description; said point 
being the intersection of the south right-of-way line of Beasley Street, a public 
street dedicated to the City of Jackson in Book 175 at Page 438, and the west 
right-of-way line of South State Street; run thence south 08 degrees 47 minutes 
27 seconds west (south 08 degrees 55 minutes west, according to Deed) and 
along said west right-of-way line of South State Street for a distance of 60.30 
feet to a point; run thence north 81 degrees 08 minutes 59 seconds west within 
a common wall for a distance of 149.77 feet to the rear of an existing building; 
run thence north 08 degrees 52 minutes 14 seconds east along the rear of said 
existing building for a distance of 60.14 feet to the said south right-of-way line of 
Beasley Street; run thence south 81 degrees 12 minutes 33 seconds east and 
along said south right-of-way line of Beasley Street for a distance of 149.69 feet 
(south 81 degrees 5 minutes east, 150 feet, according to Deed) to the point of 
beginning.

The above described parcel of property is located in the South Half of said 5 acre 
Lot 3 South Jackson and contains 0.2070 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 24, 2017, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro 
and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of 
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of April 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/4/2017, 5/18/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 
ZONING CASE NO. 3972

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that JXN Escape Room, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from I-1 (Light) Industrial 
District to CMU–1 (Community) Mixed-Use District, Pedestrian Oriented with a 
Use Permit for a Community Recreational Facility to operate an Escape Room 
on property located at 811 East River Place, in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A certain parcel of land being part of Lot 1, East River Place, being situated in the 
Northeast 1⁄4 of Section 2, T5N, R1E, Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi and 
being more particularly described as follows:

Commence at the Southwest corner of said Lot 1, East River Place, a subdivi-
sion according to the map or plat thereof, on file and of record in the office of 
the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, as now recorded 
in Plat Book 29 at Page 5, run thence North 19 degrees 14 minutes 00 seconds 

East along the West line of said Lot 1 for a distance of 103.51 feet to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING of the parcel of land herein described; from said POINT OF 
BEGINNING, continue thence North 19 degrees 14 minutes 00 seconds East 
along said west line of Lot 1 for a distance of 82.99 feet to the Northwest corner 
thereof; run thence South 65 degrees 49 minutes 33 seconds East along the 
line between said Lot 1 and Lot 2, East River Place, for a distance of 203.80 feet 
to the Northeast corner of said Lot 1; said point being on the West right-of-way 
line of East River Place (as now laid out and improved, October, 1994) and on 
the arc of a 2.216667 degree curve bearing to the left having a central angle of 
6 degrees 56 minutes and a radius of 2,582.42 feet; run thence along the West 
right-of-way line of East River Place and along the arc of said 2.216667 degree 
curve bearing to the left having a chord bearing of South 13 degrees 58 minutes 
26 seconds West and a chord distance of 60.00 feet to the Point of Tangency 
of said curve; run thence South 12 degrees 54 minutes 00 seconds West along 
said West right-of-way line of East River Place for a distance of 24.76 feet to a 
point; run thence North 65 degrees 39 minutes 04 seconds West for a distance 
of212.12 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 17,237 square feet or 
0.396 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-

dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 24, 2017, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro 
and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the 
City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jack-
son. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator 
before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by 
counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of April 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth Zoning Administrator City of Jackson, Mississippi

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of April 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/4/2017, 5/18/2017
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
ZONING CASE NO. 3976

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Myrtis M. Harper has filed with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception for a professional non- 
retail office within a R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District on property located 
at 223 Mason Blvd. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

Lot Fifteen (15) Block B CRESTON HILLS SUBDIVISION a subdivision accord-
ing to a map or plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat Book 7 at page 36 thereof 
reference to which is hereby made in aid of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 24, 2017, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro 
and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of 
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of April 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/4/2017, 5/18/2017

Esquire Pallet Practitioner
Counselor, Advisor, Personal Protection

Real Estate Consultant, Yard Work

Donation-Rated
Bonuses, Incentives, References Available

Call:
James Courtney Scott, Esq.

769-252-7414
3811 W. Northside Dr.
Jackson, MS  39209

5/4/2017



CLASSIFIED
14 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comMAY 4 - 10, 2017

LEGAL

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS
 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 77-3-16 of the Mississippi Code of 
1972, as amended, requesting names to be added to a list of contractors and 
suppliers qualified to perform contracts within the scope of proposed utility proj-
ects concerning construction, extension, and/or repair of electric public utility 
facilities for or on behalf of Entergy Mississippi, Inc. Names of qualified contrac-
tors or suppliers desiring to be added to such list may be submitted to supplier-
qualification@entergy.com.

Please include contact information, type of contractor or supplier and a descrip-
tion of qualifications. Questions Call 1-844-387-9675.

3/9/2017 thru 12/28/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 3059 - Roof Replacement Project at Barr Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, Attn: Paxton Green, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 26, 2017, at which time and place they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the 
project will be held at Barr Elementary School, 1593 W. Capitol Street, Jackson, 
MS 39203, on May 9, 2017 at 10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conference 
is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the accep-
tance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are 
opened.  A $100.00 deposit shall be required on each set of plans and specifica-
tions, to be refunded upon return of all documents in good condition, returned 
within two weeks of bid opening.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Micro Printing 
and Blueprint, 225 E. Pearl Street, Jackson, MS  39201, Phone:  601-355-9543.  
For inquiries contact Durrell Design Group, 500-G East Woodrow Wilson Ave., 
Jackson, MS 39216, Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email:  con-
tact@durrelldesigngroup.com
 
Requester:  Please provide company name, contact person and telephone num-
ber, physical address, email address if applicable and Certificate of Responsibil-
ity (COR) Number.  

4/27/2017, 5/4/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, May 30, 2015, at which time they will 
be publicly opened and read aloud for: 

PARHAM BRIDGES PARK ENTRANCE IMPROVEMENTS 

The bid for the Parham Bridges Park Entrance Improvements Project is to pro-
vide, furnish and pay for all necessary equipment, tools, apparatus, transporta-
tion, labor and materials to remove portions of existing concrete paving and to 
install asphaltic paving improvements at Parham Bridges Park. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating 
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, em-
ployment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corpora-
tions, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek 
to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, 
to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for 
employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and 
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportu-
nity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible 
contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Oppor-
tunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 601-960-
1055. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the 
program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invita-
tion and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award. 

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offices of 
the City of Jackson’s Public Works Department Engineering Division located 
at 200 S. President Street, Suite 424, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 
601.960.1823. Prospective bidders may obtain copies of all materials required 
for bidding purposes. For General Contractors and subcontractors, there is a 
NON-refundable deposit of $50.00 for hard copies. There is NO charge for elec-
tronic or e-mail copies. 

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in 
the project manual. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid submitted or to accept any 
proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City of Jackson. 

by: 
Jerriot Smash, Interim Director, Department of Public Works

Marshand Crisler, Chief Administrative Officer 

Terry Williamson, Deputy City Attorney

4/27/2017, 5/4/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid 
must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 30, 2017, at which time said 
bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President 
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

Twelve-Month Supply of Soda Ash-18086-053017

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT  WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accor-
dance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi 
Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit 
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Applica-
tion, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth 
by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply 
with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or of-
fer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the 
City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development 
at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application 
and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also re-
serves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted.  Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting 
the lowest net price in accordance with specifications.  The award could be 
according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; 
or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered 
when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to 
advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total 
cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will 
be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the 
City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB,   NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1026 or 1533

5/4/2017, 5/11/2017

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Jackson, MS will conduct Public Hearings and an Application 
Workshop regarding the development of its 2017 One-Year Action Plan of 
the 2015-2020 Consolidated Plan. The Annual Action Planning process 
requires broad public participation by citizens and entities which are inter-
ested in, or are providing assistance in, the areas of housing, services for 
the homeless, public services and other community development activities.

The draft 2017 One Year Action Plan will contain applications for funding 
from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The 
City of Jackson estimates that we will receive $1,706,952 in Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds; $668,132 in Home Investment 
Partnerships (HOME) funds; $152,848 in Emergency Solutions Grant 
(ESG) funds; and $1,438,529 in Housing Opportunities for Persons with 
AIDS (HOPWA) funds for a total of $3,966,461. Due to the Federal budget 
negotiations, the actual amounts funded may differ.

This notice’s amounts originated from last year’s allocation; however, the 
City anticipates adjusting the amounts after final Federal budget negotia-
tions.

The Public Hearings will explain the purpose of the City’s Annual Action 
Plan; discuss the City’s goals and accomplishments with HUD funds; and 
consult with the public by accepting public comments regarding proposed 
activities for the programs. The Public Hearings will be held at the following 
locations:

Tues. May 9, 2017 6:00 p.m.  Bolden Moore Library/Westside, 1444 Wig-
gins Rd.
Mon. May 15, 2017 6:00 p.m.  City Hall Council Chambers, 219 
S. President
Wed. May 17, 2017 6:00 p.m.  Grove Park Community, 4126 
Parkway Avenue
Thur. May 18, 2017 6:00 p.m.  Precinct 1, 810 Cooper Road
Thur. May 25, 2017 6:30 p.m.  Lynch Street CME Church, 2175 
J.R. Lynch St.
Tues. June 6, 2017 6:00 p.m.  Andrew Jackson Conference 
Room, Warren Hood
   (Final Public Hearing)

Bolden Moore Library/Westside, 1444 Wiggins Rd. City Hall Council Cham-
bers, 219 S. President
Grove Park Community, 4126 Parkway Avenue Precinct 1, 810 Cooper 
Road
Lynch Street CME Church, 2175 J.R. Lynch St. Andrew Jackson Confer-
ence Room, Warren Hood (Final Public Hearing)

Further, the City of Jackson will conduct an Application/Proposal Workshop 
on Friday, June 2, 2017, beginning at 9:00 a. m., at the Jackson Police 
Department Training Academy for non- profit organizations interested in 
applying for CDBG, ESG, HOPWA, and HOME funds. Non- profit organiza-
tions may obtain Application/Proposal packets at the workshop.

Public comments and/or Application/Proposal packages for CDBG, ESG, 
HOPWA, and HOME funds should be delivered to the Development As-
sistance Division, Richard Porter Building, 218 South President St., 2nd 
Floor, Jackson, MS 39201, no later than 5:00 p.m., Friday, July 7, 2017. No 
public comments or Application/Proposal packages will be accepted after 
this deadline.

The draft Annual Action Plan will be available for review at the final public 
hearing and on the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov by June 6, 2017. 
Residents with disabilities are encouraged to notify the City at least five (5) 
days before the public hearing of any needed accommodations. For more 
details contact the Office of Development Assistance Division at 601-960-
2155.

5/4/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 3056 - Dairy Products
Bid 3058 – Baker (Bread Products)

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 (Local Prevailing 
Time) May 16, 2017, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and de-
tailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@jack-
son.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the 
above address or downloaded from JPS website at  www.jackson.k12.ms.us.  

4/27/2017, 5/4/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY 
CITY OF JACKSON 

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017, 
for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #151-5, 
located at 0 Robinson Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property 
will start at $200. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with 
the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For addi-
tional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 
or vonanderson@citv.iackson.ms.us  

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 
S. President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0 
Robinson Street Property” and parcel number 151-5 with the bidder’s name. 
Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY 
CITY OF JACKSON 

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017, for the 
purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #151-51, located at 
0 Hughes Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $200. 
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress 
and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or 
for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonandersonpcity.
jackson.ms.us  

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0 Hughes 
Street Property” and parcel number 151-51 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, May 9, 
2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY 
CITY OF JACKSON 

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017, for the 
purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #151-12, located 
at 0 Ewing Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $200. 
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress 
and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or 
for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.
iackson.ms.us

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0 Ewing 
Street Property” and parcel number 151-12 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, May 9, 
2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE 
ZONING CASE NO. 3973

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Jaafar Mohammed has filed with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson an application requesting a 2’ Variance from the 8’ maximum height for 
walls in order to allow for a 10’ masonry wall for the property located at 2230 J. 
R. Lynch St. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

Part of Lot 14, Pecan Tree Park Subdivision, Block H, a subdivision according to 
the map or plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk 
of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 3 at Page 27, and more 
fully described as follows:

Beginning at the intersection of the north line of Lynch Street with the east line of 
Arbor Vista Street as the same are now laid out and improved, and run thence 
north along the east line of Arbor Vista Street a distance of 100.1 feet, more or 
less, to a point, thence east a distance of 100.3 feet, more or less, to a point, 
thence south and parallel to the east line of Arbor Vista Street a distance of 93.4 
feet, more or less to a point in the north line of Lynch Street and run thence West 
along the north line of Lynch Street a distance of 100 feet more or less, to the 
point of beginning.

AND

Beginning at the Northeast corner on said lot 14, Block H Pecan Tree Park Sub-
division and run thence southerly along the west line of Arbor Vista Boulevard 
and along the east line of said Lot 1 4 for a distance of 39 feet to the north line of 
Lynch Street; thence westerly along the north line of Lynch Street for a distance 
of 100 feet; thence northerly for a distance of 45.4 feet to a point in the north line 
of said Lot 14, which point is 100 feet measured wester1y along the north line 
of said Lot 14 from the Northeast corner of said Lot 14; thence easterly along 
the north line of said Lot 14 for a distance of l 00 feet to the point of beginning

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, May 24, 2017, 
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro 
and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of 
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of April 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/4/2017, 5/18/2017

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
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or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

DRIVER - CDL A TRAINING. $500 -
$1,000 Incentive Bonus. No Out of
Pocket Tuition Cost!. Get Your CDL in 22
Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available.
Minimum 21 Years. 877-899-1293 EOE.
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

ATTENTION SMOKERS: Stop smoking
with TBX-FREE! Clinically proven & FDA
Approved!  More effective than patch or
gum! Fast acting – No Side Effects.  88%
success rate! Just $1.67 per day!  Call
844-359-8767

FUNERALS CAN BE VERY EXPENSIVE.
Can your loved ones afford it? Protect
them with Final Expense Insurance. Call
today to learn more: 800-614-1908

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details.
855-400-8263

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
(where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.
CALL 1-800-319-2526
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From
$50/Month, includes FREE Genie
HD/DVR & 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get a $50 Gift Card.
Call 855-743-4753
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year
Price Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T
Wireless. Over 145 Channels PLUS
Popular Movie Networks for Three
Months, No Cost! Call 1- 800-215-6713

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE?  Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help, 866-948-7316

DIAGNOSED WITH MESOTHELIOMA
or ASBESTOS LUNG CANCER? If so,
you and your family may be entitled to a
substantial financial award. We can help
you get cash quick! Call 24/7: 855-385-
0759
NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION?  We
can help with your new personal injury,
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bank-
ruptcy case. 888-641-7560
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS:  You may qualify for Disability if you
have a health condition that prevents you
from working for a year or more.   Call
now! 844-488-4549
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 +
FREE Shipping!  100% guaranteed.  CALL
NOW:  844-821-3242

DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BAT-
TERIES for Life!  Call to start your free
trial!  855-701-0210
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 877-863-6359
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  888-964-
0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 866-508-2084
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.
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Week of April 30, 2017

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

CHURCH
FURNITURE
Does your church
need pews, pulpit

set, baptistery,
steeple, windows?

BIG SALE on new cushioned pews
and pew chairs!

1-800-231-8360
www.pews1.com

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

75% of Mississippians read a 
Newspaper online or in print weekly!

Double your impact with a business ad in 
NEWSPAPERS running both in print and online.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
Contact Sue Hicks: 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

75% of Mississippians read a 
Newspaper online or in print weekly!

Double your impact with a business ad in 
NEWSPAPERS running both in print and online.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
Contact Sue Hicks: 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 15MAY 4 - 10, 2017

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-855-584-8517
www.dental50plus.com/mspress

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)

6096C                                                                     MB16-NM001Gc

www.dental50plus.com/mspress
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
ZONING CASE NO. 3975

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 
3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested 
in or in any way affected thereby, that Midtown Partners, Inc. has filed 
with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application request-
ing a Special Exception for a residential community facility within a R-4 
(Limited Multi-Family) Residential District on property located at 2007 N. 
Lamar St. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

Lot 10, Block “L”, Howie-Rowell Resurvey, according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk 
of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 3 at Page 43 there-
of, reference to which is hereby made.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017, at which time all parties interested in or af-
fected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after 
which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any ob-
jection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the 
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Admin-
istrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning 
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to ac-
commodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/
hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of April 2017.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth 
Zoning Administrator 
City of Jackson, Mississippi

5/4/2017, 5/18/2017
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A-TEAAM Awards and Recognition Ceremony
April 30 • Jackson State University, Student Center Ballroom • Jackson, Miss.
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If human health is a puzzle 
to be solved, then Dr. Mario 
Sims is putting the pieces to-
gether as the new chief sci-
ence officer of the Jackson 
Heart Study.

“I’ve always been fas-
cinated by the process of 
teasing out and dismantling 
the social determinants of 
health,” said Sims, an associ-
ate professor of medicine at 
the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center.

The JHS is a community-
based prospective cohort 
study of cardiovascular dis-
ease in more than 5,000 Af-
rican Americans in Hinds, 
Madison and Rankin coun-
ties. Initiated in 2000, the 
study is a partnership be-
tween UMMC, Jackson State 
University and Tougaloo 
College.

The National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute and the 
National Institute for Minori-
ty Health and Health Dispari-
ties fund the study.

Sims will work with the 
JHS director to promote re-
search collaborations, men-
torship and scientific produc-
tivity.

A population health sci-
entist and medical sociolo-
gist by training, Sims studies 
the social factors that impact 
health and disease.

While clinicians measure 
weight or blood pressure to 
determine disease risk, these 
aren’t the only factors that 
influence health. Medical so-
ciologists consider other fac-
tors, such as socioeconomic 
status and neighborhood.

Sims gave an example. 
“You’re prescribed an anti-
hypertensive drug. If taken as 
directed, it will control your 
blood pressure. But some-
times popping a pill isn’t as 
easy as it seems. You may not 
be able to afford the medica-
tion. Maybe the pharmacy is 
too far from your home or 
you can’t walk there safely. 
Perhaps a neighbor had an 
adverse reaction to the medi-
cation, so they discourage 
you from taking it.”

When members of a sub-
group face similar barriers 
to health compared to other 
subgroups, poor health out-
comes likely contribute to 
widening health inequalities.

“The excess burden of car-
diovascular disease among 
African Americans has been 
explained in part by well-
known risk factors,” said Dr. 
Adolfo Correa, director of 
the JHS. “One of the goals 
of the JHS is to identify the 
role of traditional risk factors 
as well as additional contri-
butions of genetic, environ-
mental, social and cultural 

factors to that burden.”
Since his recruitment by 

former director Dr. Herman 
Taylor in 2003, Sims has de-
veloped a reputation as an 
“excellent” and “productive” 
researcher, leader and men-
tor,” Correa said.

For example, Sims co-au-
thored a January 2017 study 
tying higher social cohesion, 
a measure of trust and rela-
tionship among neighbors, 
to decreased rates of type 2 
diabetes. Proximity to conve-
nience stores or similar shops 
increased the prevalence of 
diabetes.

That same month, Sims 
served as guest editor for the 
American Journal of Preven-
tive Medicine, which includ-
ed more of his work on the 
social determinants of health. 
One study in the issue co-au-
thored by Sims found a con-
nection between cynicism, 
stress levels and unhealthy 
behaviors; another tied per-
ceived discrimination to obe-
sity risk.

However, there’s a blind 
spot on the road connecting 
physiological health and the 
psychological and social en-
vironment: the starting point. 

“Many studies can show 
correlation, but not causality, 
“Sims said. “Someone might 
be stressed because of their 
kidney disease, or the stress 
in their life might trigger an 
inflammatory response that 
makes them more susceptible 
to kidney disease. Or the road 
is a two-way street, creating a 
feedback loop.”

By using the Jackson Heart 
Study’s seventeen and count-
ing years of data, Sims thinks 
they can start to tease apart 
the relationship to find out 
which comes first.

“We want to find the un-
derlying mechanisms,” Sims 
said.

Another of Sims’ goals as 
chief science officer is to de-
velop a pipeline for African 
Americans in biomedical sci-
ences through mentorship.

He hopes to instill in his 
mentees a sense of account-
ability and confidence in 
their ability to do good work, 
while steering them towards 

fruitful projects.
Sims earned a bachelor’s 

degree at the University of 
California-Los Angeles, a 
master’s and Ph.D. at the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison and conducted post-
doctoral work at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, Medical 
College of Wisconsin and 
UMMC. He credits mentors 
from all of these institutions 
for building his interest in 
population health and health 
disparities.

W.E.B. Du Bois probably 
deserves some credit as well. 
While at UCLA, Sims read 
a case study by the noted 
scholar based in an 1890’s 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
neighborhood.

“It’s considered the first 
study of an urban population 
of African Americans,” Sims 
said. “He documented ev-
erything they experienced,” 
from poverty to demography 
to infectious disease. Du Bois 
tied the relatively poor health 
status of the residents, even 
those with higher income or 
social status, to discrimina-
tory practices, Sims said.

More than a century later, 
Sims sees in Jackson what Du 
Bois saw in Philadelphia.

“A lot of these things 
haven’t changed,” Sims said. 
“Now, we see chronic diseas-
es [such as hypertension and 
diabetes] but the same social 
determinants of health still 
stand. We still have work to 
do.”

The JHS is a critical part of 
that work, and it wouldn’t be 
possible without thousands 
of study participants from the 
Jackson area.

“I see myself as a voice for 
translating the research find-
ings [for the community],” 
Sims said, which requires 
“listening and learning how 
to be a better steward of the 
data for our community part-
ners.”

“With [Dr. Sims’] exper-
tise, the Jackson Heart Study 
is poised to address important 
knowledge gaps on social de-
terminants of health inequi-
ties in cardiovascular disease 
among African Americans,” 
Correa said.

U.S. Senator Thad Cochran 
(R-Miss.) announced in April 
that the Mississippi Department 
of Mental Health (DMH) will 
receive $3.58 million in federal 
funding to combat opioid addic-
tion and overdose related deaths.

The State Targeted Response 
to the Opioid Crisis Grants is-
sued by the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) will allow Mississippi to 
expand access to opioid treat-
ment, implement a broad range 
of prevention strategies, train 
health care providers, and con-
tinue to improve prescription 
drug monitoring throughout the 
state.

“Last year, I assembled a task 
force to develop strategies to 
fight opioid addiction and over-
doses in Mississippi,” said Gov-
ernor Phil Bryant. “We must 
have every resource available to 
stop this scourge, so I am grate-
ful to Sen. Cochran and every-
one else involved in securing this 
funding to allow the Department 
of Mental Health to join us in this 
fight.”

The grant will allow DMH to 
continue collaborative efforts 

with other state agencies and 
continue its efforts to combat 
this epidemic. DMH is already 
collaborating with multiple state 
agencies, including the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, the Mis-
sissippi Bureau of Narcotics, and 
the Mississippi Board of Phar-
macy.

DMH has also been a partici-
pant in the governor’s Opioid 
and Heroin Study Task Force. 
The efforts of these agencies will 
address not just illicit drugs like 
heroin, but abuse of prescription 
opioids as well.

“Prescription drug abuse is a 
significant problem in our coun-
try and our state right now,” said 
Melody Winston, director of the 
Bureau of Alcohol and Drug 
Services at DMH. “People often 
think that just because a prescrip-
tion came from a doctor, they 
don’t have anything to worry 
about when taking it. Every opi-
oid prescription has the potential 
to lead to addiction, and unfor-
tunately, that’s all too often how 
addiction has started for many 
Mississippians.”

As opioid prescriptions be-
came more widespread in recent 
years for common health issues 

like back pain, abuse and de-
pendence of those opioids, like 
hydrocodone, has skyrocketed. 
This has led to an uptick in the 
use of heroin as people begin to 
seek out opioids when they are 
no longer able to get prescrip-
tions.

Opioids were responsible for 
over 33,000 deaths in the Unit-
ed States in 2015, according to 
HHS. The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Health attributes many 
accidental overdose deaths in 
Mississippi to a high level of opi-
oid painkiller prescriptions.

“The opioid problem in Mis-
sissippi is serious, and this fund-
ing will help provide the state the 
resources needed to continue to 
address the issue,” Senator Co-
chran said. “Mississippi health 
officials will be able to use this 
funding to improve treatment op-
tions and prevent unnecessary 
deaths.”

In all, HHS is making $485 
million available to all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia and six 
U.S. territories. These grants are 
formula based and administered 
by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Admin-
istration.

Mississippi families in need 
of financial assistance for child 
medical care costs are encour-
aged to apply for a United-
Healthcare Children’s Founda-
tion (UHCCF) grant.

Qualifying families can re-
ceive up to $5,000 per grant with 
a lifetime maximum of $10,000 
per child, to help pay for their 
child’s health care treatments, 
services or equipment not cov-
ered, or not fully covered, by 
their commercial health insur-
ance plan.

Families frequently use UHC-
CF grants to help pay for treat-
ments associated with medical 
conditions such as cancer, spina 
bifida, muscular dystrophy, dia-
betes, hearing loss, autism, cys-
tic fibrosis, Down syndrome, 
ADHD and cerebral palsy. For 
example, grants have been used 
for physical, occupational and 
speech therapy, counseling ser-
vices, surgeries, prescriptions, 
wheelchairs, orthotics, eyeglass-
es and hearing aids.

Parents or legal guardians are 
encouraged to apply today at 
www.UHCCF.org.

To be eligible for a grant, a 
child must be 16 years of age 
or younger. Families must meet 
economic guidelines, reside in 
the United States and have a 
commercial health insurance 
plan. Grants are available for 
medical expenses families have 
incurred 60 days prior to the date 
of application as well as for on-

going and future medical needs. 
Families do not need to have in-
surance through UnitedHealth-
care to be eligible.

Since 2007, UHCCF has 
awarded more than 13,000 
grants valued at over $35 mil-
lion to children and their fami-
lies across the United States, and 
aims to surpass 20,000 grants by 
Jan. 1, 2020.

UHCCF awareness ambas-
sadors needed

Do you know a family who 
could use a child medical grant? 
Visit www.UHCCF.org today 
and sign up to receive founda-
tion announcements and infor-
mation, including examples 
of messages that can be easily 
shared via social media, and help 
get the word out that child medi-
cal grants are available. Like the 
UnitedHealthcare Children at 
www.facebook.com/uhccf.

“The UnitedHealthcare Chil-
dren’s Foundation is seeking 
medical grant applications from 
families in Mississippi to help 
children access and receive care 
that will improve their health and 
quality of life. Join us in shar-
ing the news that child medical 
grants are available so together 

we can help more children and 
families in Mississippi,” said 
UHC Gulf States CEO Joe 
Ochipinti.

About UnitedHealthcare 
Children’s Foundation

The UnitedHealthcare Chil-
dren’s Foundation (UHCCF) is 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-
tion that provides medical grants 
to help children gain access 
to health-related services not 
covered, or not fully covered, 
by their parents’ commercial 
health insurance plan. Families 
can receive up to $5,000 annu-
ally per child ($10,000 lifetime 
maximum per child), and do not 
need to have insurance through 
UnitedHealthcare to be eligible. 
UHCCF was founded in 1999. 
Since 2007, UHCCF has award-
ed more than 13,000 grants val-
ued at over $35 million to chil-
dren and their families across 
the United States. UHCCF’s 
funding is provided by contribu-
tions from individuals, corpora-
tions and UnitedHealth Group 
(NYSE: UNH) employees. To 
apply for a grant, donate or learn 
more, please visit UHCCF.org.

For more information about 
UHCCF, visit www.UHCCF.org. 

Jackson Heart Study names 
Sims chief science officer

Mississippi awarded $3.58 
million to combat opioid crisis

UnitedHealthcare Children’s Foundation 
is seeking child medical grant 
applications from Mississippi families

The Mississippi Link Newswire The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Sims

• Grants help pay for a child’s health care treatments, 
services or equipment not covered, or not fully covered, 
by a commercial health insurance plan. 

• Families can apply for grants at www.UHCCF.org 
• Foundation aims to award 20,000 grants by Jan. 1, 

2020; seeks ambassadors to help get the word out 

Dr. Beverly Hogan, president of Tougaloo College, and 
Jane-Claire Boyd Williams, MD, of GI Associates were 
both honored with the Women of Excellence Award at 
the Diabetes Foundation of Mississippi’s (DFM) 2017 
Ultimate Fashion Show. The event was held April 20 
at the Country Club of Jackson and benefitted the 
Diabetes Foundation of Mississippi. All proceeds will 
go toward Camp Kandu, the state’s premier camp for 
children with diabetes and their families. The Diabe-
tes Foundation of Mississippi would like to thank all 
the sponsors, models, guests and volunteers who at-
tended the event and helped make it a success. To find 
out more about the Diabetes Foundation of Mississippi 
and to learn how you can take part in helping those in 
our state whose lives have been touched by diabetes, 
please call 601-957-7878 or, visit www.msdiabetes.org.

Dr. Beverly Hogan, President of Tougaloo College, 
and Jane-Claire Boyd Williams, MD, of GI Associates



BOOK REVIEW:
“THE AWKWARD THOUGHTS OF 
W. KAMAU BELL: TALES OF A 6’4”
BYW. KAMAU BELL
  C.2017, DUTTON  
  $28.00 / $37.00 CANADA  •  352 PAGES

You are a very different kind 
of person.

You like things that oth-
ers don’t like, you’re good at 
something that nobody else can 
do, and you laugh at the crazi-
est jokes. You’re different – 
and that’s okay. If we were all 
the same, as you’ll see in “The 
Awkward Thoughts of W. Kam-
au Bell” by W. Kamau Bell, life 
would be awfully boring.

When Kamau Bell was born 
in late January, 1973, his mother 
was already “a pioneer.”

She’d been married and di-
vorced twice, and was unmar-
ried and 35 years old when Bell 
was born. Unwilling to marry 
Bell ’s father, she defined her 
own life and raised her son to do 
the same.

Bell grew up a “blerd” (a 
Black nerd) who loved superhe-
ro comics and TV cartoons. He 
especially “LOVED! LOVED! 
LOVED!” the Incredible Hulk 
and thought he could actually be 
Spiderman because it was pos-
sible that Spidey was black. Bell 
says he didn’t, however, much 
care for the superheroes who 

seemed to have “some sort of 
contractual obligation to put the 
word ‘black” in their superhero 
name.”

Bell also loved Bruce Lee 
movies, and though there were 
surprisingly few authentic Lee 
films, the awesomeness of mar-
tial arts led Bell to take classes. 

He was a big Saturday Night 
Live watcher, absorbed stand-
up comedy acts, and he appreci-
ated how Muhammad Ali lived 
life by his own rules. All this – 
added to the day when someone 
other than his mother laughed 
out loud at his jokes – led to a 

decision: Bell gave up a scholar-
ship to an Ivy League college, to 
pursue a career in comedy.

It wasn’t the smoothest of 
paths. He didn’t do well at 
his first gig. Audiences didn’t 
laugh, so he tried another come-
dy tactic by utilizing the subject 
of racism in his shows.

He wrote, offered workshops, 
found a niche medium, created a 
podcast, met a few of his idols, 
was taken advantage of (often 
by white men), and he bounced 
ideas off others as he meanwhile 
met an independent woman, fell 
in love, and started a family.

And his career took off…
When reading a book by a 

comedian, one might expect to 
laugh, right?

“The Awkward Thoughts of 
W. Kamau Bell” just isn’t that 
kind of book, oddly enough. 
While there are some chuckles 
here, and an LOL or two, the 
heart of author W. Kamau Bell’s 
book is more introspective than 
not. That could be a disappoint-
ment for readers looking for an 
escape, with belly-laughs.

That’s not to say that this 
book isn’t enjoyable, because 
it is. Bell is perfectly willing to 

poke fun at himself while exam-
ining late-1970’s pop culture, 
Blackness (always with a capi-
tal “B”), marriage (to a white 
woman), parenting, and politics. 
These universal topics are tack-
led with the wry, nudge-wink 
feel of a talk-show, which isn’t 
bad… but isn’t always funny, 
either.

Overall, this book is enter-
taining but it’s not a roll on the 
floor. 

Fans will like it a lot but for 
others, “The Awkward Thoughts 
of W. Kamau Bell” is very, 
very… different. 

Eboni K. Williams, Esquire 
joined the Fox News Network in 
September 2015, sharing her in-
sights and analysis as a contribu-
tor on “Outnumbered,” “The 
Five” and other programs. Prior 
to joining Fox, she served as a 
CBS News correspondent, an 
HLN contributor and a talk radio 
host in Los Angeles on AM 640.

Williams received a B.A. in 
communications and African-
American Studies from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Cha-
pel Hill and a J.D. from Loyola 
University New Orleans College 
of Law. She began her profes-
sional career in Louisiana in the 
wake of Hurricane Katrina where 
she clerked for the Louisiana 
Secretary of State and the Loui-
siana Attorney General’s Office 
while still a law student. 

She has also worked for a num-
ber of politicians, including New 
Orleans City Council members, 
assisting in the effort to rebuild 
the city. She subsequently spe-
cialized in Family Law and Civil 
Litigation, providing counsel in 
high-profile divorces, spousal 
support, and child custody cases. 

In 2008, she transitioned to a 
public defender and went back to 
private practice in 2010 in both 
North Carolina and the Greater 
Los Angeles area. She has rep-
resented clients in criminal mat-
ters, too, including murders, 
rapes, high volume drug cases, 
sex crimes and federal offenses.

Here, she talks about her new 
series, “The Fox News Special-
ists,” co-hosted by Eric Bolling 
and Katherine Timpf. The show 
airs weekdays at 5 pm ET on the 
Fox News Channel.

Kam Williams: Hi, Eboni, 
how are you?

Eboni K. Williams: I’m well, 
Kam. How are you doing?

KW: Great! Thanks so much 
for the time. Congratulations on 
landing the new series.

EKW: Oh, thank you so much. 
It was all quite sudden, as I’m 
sure you could see. But it all feels 
pretty exciting and, yeah, we’re 
thrilled about it.

KW: I recognized your talent 
right of the bat, and pegged you 
as a rising star. That’s why, when 
I interviewed you last fall, I pre-
dicted you’d get your own show 
in a year and a half. But you did 
it in just six months.

EKW: Yeah. For those who 
don’t know my full background, 
it’s important to note that I had 
my very first appearance on the 
Fox Network in July of 2013, on 
the 12th, I think. The segment 
lives on in infamy on Youtube. I 
was on O’Reilly’s The Factor dis-
cussing the George Zimmerman 
verdict. He’d just been found not 

guilty of killing Trayvon Martin. 
That was the genesis of my rela-
tionship with the network. From 
there, I was an unpaid guest for 
almost two years before I landed 
other network roles as a contribu-
tor and correspondent. But tech-
nically, our relationship did start 
in 2013. So, that’s kind of been 
the evolution of it.

KW: How long was The Fox 
News Specialists in the making?

EKW: I only heard about the 
show fairly recently, directly from 
the executives. But I couldn’t tell 
you how long they’d been plan-
ning it. All I can say is that I was 
very excited to be invited to take 
part in it, especially by the idea 
of casting myself, Eric and Kat. 
It was a very deliberate choice to 
combine not only our divergent 
political voices, coming from the 
standpoints of an independent, a 
conservative and a Libertarian, 
respectively, but also our differ-
ing perspectives on life, with Kat 
being a humorist and writer, Eric 
having had a career in both sports 
and finance, and my having had a 
career in the law and also in the 
consulting space. We are people 
who come from three different 
worlds. We have different cultur-
al backgrounds. We come from 
different generations... We have 
different family dynamics... So, 
I think the network is valuing all 
that and what our dialogue will 
sound like. And then, they’ll be 
making it even more intriguing 
by adding two brand new voices 
to the mix every day. Two of the 
five hosts will be newcomers 
contributing fresh perspectives to 
the topics. I think this was a lot of 
the thought behind the planning 
of the show.

KW: This has been a period 
of considerable upheaval at Fox, 
between the allegations of sexual 
harassment and the racial dis-
crimination lawsuit. Yet, despite 
being black and female, you’ve 
somehow successfully negoti-
ated those dangerous waters, and 
continued your meteoric rise. 
Bravo!

EKW: Well, thank you. did 
you read my statement I made 
about the situation in the New 

York Times? This was a few 
weeks ago, before Bill O’Reilly’s 
departure.

KW: Sorry, I missed it. What 
did you say?

EKW: I thought it was impor-
tant, as a woman at the network, 
to speak out. I echoed some of 
the sentiments of my colleague, 
Kelly Wright. Whether some 
people think we don’t belong at 
Fox News on the basis of our 
gender or race, we do deserve to 
be there. We deserve the oppor-
tunity to do the work we want to 
do wherever we want to do it. I 
think it’s important for people to 
understand that we’re not going 
to be limited by anybody else’s 
expectations. I also think it’s im-
portant that my background be 
represented anywhere I see fit. 
I have proudly chosen to work 
at Fox because it has a captive 
audience that perhaps is not all 
that exposed to people with my 
cultural, racial and generational 
background. My point-of-view 
is unique, particularly for its au-
dience. And I enjoy being able 
to engage in dialogue and ex-
change ideas with the likes of 
Eric Bolling, Sean Hannity and 
others from different social cir-
cumstances. I think that’s good 
for our country, and good for the 
world. It’s a way we can all grow 
as humans, as Christians and as 
Americans.

KW: I agree. I don’t know 
whether you’re aware of it, but 
even when you were away on 
vacation in Paris a few weeks 
ago, your name would still oc-
casionally be brought up by your 
colleagues on Outnumbered. For 
instance, I remember Meghan 
McCain saying something very 
positive about you, as she specu-
lated where you’d stand on the 
issue they were discussing.

EKW: Oh, that warms my 
heart, not only from an emo-
tional place, but from a cred-
ibility standpoint. When I say, 
“I’m proud to be working at 
Fox News,” that’s not me put-
ting on blinders to the very 
real challenges we’re facing 
as a network. I am both aware 
of and am actively working to 
help rectify cultural problems 
at our network, as the Murdochs 
themselves have accounted for. 
Things need fixing. I’m aware of 
that. and I believe they’re aware 
of it. At the same time, I am 
proud to work alongside people 
like Meghan McCain who, al-
though we often differ politi-
cally, we have a mutual respect 
for each other’s backgrounds 
and experiences. And like I said 
before, that’s where the potential 
for growth is.

KW: Thanks again, Eboni, and 
best of luck with the new show.

EKW: Thank you, Kam.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Eboni Weighs-In on New 
Show and on Turmoil at Fox
“The Fox News Specialists” Interview

By Kam Williams
Columnist
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Lifetime Achievement Recognition for

Officer Joe Lewis Land
First African-American police officer in the Jackson Police Department

April 27 • Jackson, Miss.
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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May 3 - 9, 2017

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$899

QUARTER  LOIN

PORK
CHOPS

PER  LB.

$139

FRESH  BONELESS

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$199

ORIGINAL  OR  LIGHT

PARKAY
MARGARINE
3  LB. ....................................... 

$299 

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

JUMBO
BISCUITS
BUTTERMILK / BUTTER  FLAVORED,  5  CT.    

4/$5 

SAVE  ON  ASSORTED

SIMPLY  JUICES
1.75  LTR.  BTL.  ............................. 

$349   

BIRDSEYE  SMALL  EAR

COB  CORN
6  CT. ....................................... 

2/$4
SELECT  FROZEN

EDWARDS  PIE
25.5 - 36  OZ. ................................ 

$599 

BORDEN  SHREDDED

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. ........................................ 

3/$5
SELECT  VARIETIES

SISTER  SCHUBERT'S
ROLLS
11 - 15.8   OZ. .................................... 

$289

ASSORTED  VARIETIES

HOT  POCKETS
9   OZ.,  2  CT. .................................... 

$200

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

BEEF

SIRLOIN  TIP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

FAMILY  PACK

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$219

SELECT  VARIETIES

BRYAN  SLICED
BOLOGNA

12  OZ.  PKG.

2/$3

FRESH  GREEN

CABBAGE
3  LBS.  PER

$1

3  LBS.  OR  MORE  FAMILY  PACK

GROUND
CHUCK

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH

PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$199

LARGE  RED

DELICIOUS
APPLES

PER  LB.

69¢

LARGE  RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
PER  LB.

69¢

FAMILY  PACK

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$199

SEABOARD

PORK
TENDERLOIN

PER  LB.

$299

SPARKLE

PAPER
TOWELS

8  CT.  ROLL

$499

JUMBO  VIDALIA 

ONIONS 
PER  LB.

59¢


