
At various outings in Jack-
son and surrounding areas, 
random testimonies from 
adolescents and adults of for-
eign and American soil were 
given in honor of their moth-
ers’ love and devotion on Sat-
urday and Sunday, May 9 and 
10.

As well were mothers who 
paid deference to their chil-
dren. While most referred to 
their mothers as eagles who 
spread their wings and al-
lowed them to soar, all glow-
ingly spoke about fun and 
tough love times.

These stories come with 
the backdrop of Anna Jarvis 

The profession of law enforce-
ment and being a police officer 
in particular, according to Chief 
Charles Bingham, president of 
the Mississippi Association of 
Chiefs of Police, is a “noble call-
ing.” Bingham described officers 
as men and women who “want 
to save lives, and sometime who 

pay the ultimate sacrifice.”
This was at the Fifth Annual 

Mississippi Law Enforcement 
Memorial Candlelight Vigil held 
in Jackson, Tuesday evening, 
May 12, in the center of a tu-
multuous week where the state, 
the city of Hattiesburg and fami-
lies across the breath of the state 
came face-to-face with the true 
meaning of those words.

The vigil was held at the Mis-
sissippi Fallen Officers Memori-
al that stands between Sillers and 
Gartin Justice buildings on High 
Street in downtown Jackson. And 
just this week, two more names 
will be added to that revered me-
morial wall - Hattiesburg Police 
Officers Liquori Tate and Benja-
min Deen.

A memorial service hosted by 

the city of Hattiesburg for both 
officers was held Monday, May 
11, with over 1,000 in attendance. 
Gov. Phil Bryant, who is also a 
former deputy sheriff, attended 
the memorial in Hattiesburg and 
the Candlelight Vigil in Jackson.

Officers Deen, 34, and Tate, 
25, were gunned down during 
a “routine traffic stop” on Sat-
urday, May 9, 2015, the first of-

ficers to be killed in the line of 
duty in Hattiesburg in 30 years. 
Deen had pulled over a car and 
then called for backup to which 
Tate responded.

Condolences are heart felt and 
extended to the Deen Family. 
Deen was the 2012 “Officer of 
the Year” in Hattiesburg; he was 
married and had two children. 
Funeral arrangements are han-

dled by Hulett-Winstead Funeral 
Home and will be in Hattiesburg, 
Thursday, May 14. His burial 
will be in Sumrall.

Tate is very close to home; he 
is the stepson of The Mississippi 
Link online editor, B. Lonnie 

INDIANOLA, Miss. - The 
B.B. King Museum and Delta 
Interpretive Center in Indiano-
la will be the site of the 35th 
annual B.B. King Homecom-
ing Festival on May 24. The 
theme is “A Tribute to The 
King,” as it seeks to honor the 
area’s native son.

“This is the first year for our 
homecoming when B.B. won’t 
be able to join us, so this is a 
time of mixed emotions for us,” 
said Bill McPherson, chairman 
of the Museum board. “We are 
grateful for the many years he 
took time away from his sched-

ule to perform for free and visit 
with anyone and everyone who 

M A D I S O N , 
Miss. - The Madison 
County (MS) Alum-
nae Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc., Epsilon 
Kappa Kappa Chap-
ter of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc., and 
Uplift, Inc. came to-
gether to host the first 
“Boots and Brims” 
- a Western Benefit 
Dance.

Boots and Brims 
was held at the Can-
ton Multipurpose 
Center and served as 
a fundraiser benefitting High 
Hopes Farm of Madison. The 

mission of High Hopes Farms 
is to enrich the lives of all 
people through the benefits 

Jackson State University will 
commemorate the 45th anniver-
sary of the Gibbs-Green trage-
dy that left two young men dead 
and injured a host of others.

The observance will be at 1 
p.m. Friday, May 15, outside 
Alexander Hall on JSU cam-
pus, which was riddled with 
bullets by law enforcement in 
1970.

Also, the program will in-
clude thoughts from members 
of the Class of 1970, who wit-
nessed the events that day, and 
from Lee Vance, a Jackson 
State alumnus and current chief 
of police for the City of Jack-
son.

A special roundtable discus-

sion will imme-
diately follow in 
the JSU Student 
Center Theater 
with Dr. Nancy 
Bristow, a histo-
rian who has a 
forthcoming book 
about the tragedy.

In 2012, a Mis-
sissippi Freedom 
Trail Marker was 
installed at the site 
to memorialize the shootings in 
1970, when Jackson police and 
Mississippi Highway Patrol of-
ficers suppressed student unrest 
with intense and deadly gunfire.

Philip Lafayette Gibbs, 21, a 
junior pre-law major, and James 
Earl Green, 17, a Jim Hill High 

School senior, were killed. 
Many students were injured - 
12 by gunfire.

Alexander Hall, a women’s 
dormitory, was struck by 460 

Cynthia Cidwell with roses she’s 
purchasing for her mother.

Sylvester Van Buren reminiscing 
times with his mother.

Don Spann, basileus, EKK Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc; Callie Cooper, owner, 
High Hopes Farm; Keila Brown, second vice president; Katrina Myricks, presi-
dent, Jennifer Riley, first vice president

Tate Deen Gov. Phil Bryant hugs Mary Ellen Deen, 
mother of Deen

Officers embracing Tate’s mother Youlander Ross (right)                      A/P PHOTOS/R.V. SOLIS 
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of horseback riding and other 
equine-assisted activities, re-
gardless of age, ability, or fi-
nancial background.

The therapeutic horseback 
riding program serves an array 
of clients with special needs 

and enables them to rise above 
their struggles to make im-
provements in physical, emo-
tional, and/or cognitive func-
tions.

Callie Cooper, owner and 
operator of High Hopes Farm, 

was presented with a check for 
$2,500 to benefit the farm.

For more information, con-
tact president@madisoncoun-
tydeltas.org; visit their website 
www.madisoncountydeltas.
org. Or call 601-940-3262.

Members of Madison County (MS) Alumnae Chapter



Ross. While sudden deaths are 
all too frequent, yet such trag-
edies become personal when it 
involves someone we know and 
love in our families.

Speaking with Tate’s mother, 
Youlanda Ross, the hurt she 
was enduring was palpable. She 
described her son as “a caring 
person; everyone CoCo (Tate’s 
nickname) came in contact with 
he made them feel comfortable. 
He was so friendly.

“He was a huggable person. 
When he would give you a hug, 
he would hold on very, very tight. 
He loved to eat and he loved to 
listen to Blues. For that I was 
surprised and asked him, ‘Boy, 
what do you know about Sam 
Cooke? But he got that from his 
dad (Ronald A. Tate).

“At night at home as a young-
ster, he would double check all 
the doors. Even after Lonnie 
locked up at night, Coco would 
go around again to be sure all the 
doors were locked - every night 
without fail.

“After he became a police of-
ficer, he would tell me, ‘Mamma, 
make sure you are always aware 
of your surroundings. Look 
around when getting in the car. I 
need to make sure you are doing 
that.’”

Lonnie Ross married You-
landa when Tate was 12-years-
old, Ross related, “This was a 
respectable young man, intel-
ligent, friendly, nice, fun to be 
around. We loved that about him. 
He stayed that way. He always 
wanted to be a police officer and 
died living his dream.

“Everyday of his life, he 
looked forward to putting on that 
uniform. He didn’t have an easy 
life, but he turned his life over to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He was a 
pure public servant.”

Ross also said the family is 
overwhelmed by the pouring 
out of love and care by the city 
of Hattiesburg. He said Mayor 
Johnny Dupree gave them the 
horrible news and has been with 
them ever since.

“We cannot give the mayor, 
the police department and city 
of Hattiesburg enough kudos for 
what they are doing for us and 
have committed to do to bring 
the murderer(s) to justice. And 
Hattiesburg has one of the fin-
est police forces in this country; 
I have been around a bit - so I say 
that knowing what’s out there.”

Youlanda expressed forgive-
ness for the young man, Marvin 
Banks, 29, who has been charged 
with her son’s and Deen’s deaths. 
And after hearing his mothers, 
Mary Smith, on the news, she 
said, “I sympathize with her. But 
at the end of the day, she can still 
see her son and touch her son. 
And he can touch her back.

“She can look at him and see 
him breathing, but I don’t have 
that. I can’t do that. My son is 
cold. My son cannot hear me, 
and he cannot say anything else 
to me. But I forgive him (Banks). 

“Right now, I don’t want to 
turn on the TV. But I am satisfied 
with the city of Hattiesburg and 
how they have shown their love 
and kindness. Mayor Dupree has 
been very special.”

In a resolution to be presented 
to the Tate family, Mayor Dupree 
said, “Officer Tate’s work ethic, 
compassion and enthusiasm will 
be greatly missed. He has left an 
indelible mark on our commu-
nity and the nation. The life and 
legacy of … Tate is one that all 
residents of the city can use as a 
model for service to mankind and 
the betterment of our society.”

At the annual ceremony for 

fallen officers in Jackson, Gov. 
Bryant related that while he was 
in Hattiesburg, both families - 
black and white - embraced each 
other in their grief and over their 
great losses. It was not about col-
or that day, he said.

Attorney General Jim Hood, 
after acknowledgement of the 
ultimate sacrifice these officers 
have made, said more should be 
done to rehabilitate those incar-
cerated. “Perhaps if this young 
man who killed these officers had 
gotten more help while he was 
incarcerated, perhaps this trag-
edy would not have happened.”

Tate was born in Starkville 
and went to school there through 
middle school. He went to Com-
munity of Believers Cultural 
Fellowship church in McComb, 
Miss. “He played the drums and 
sang in the church choir, served 
as an usher - a very balanced 
young man,” said Lonnie Ross.

At his church, a memorial will 
be held Thursday, May 14, at 6 
p.m., with Pastor Gregory Part-
man officiating. Area police de-
partment officers from the cities 
of Magnolia, Summit and Mc-
Comb will be attending.

His funeral arrangements are 
in the charge of Craft Funeral 
Home, 210 Martin Luther King 
Dr., McComb (zip 39648); phone 
601-684-5971. Visitation will 
be Friday, May 15, 5-8 p.m., at 
West Point Baptist Church,184 
Hartfield Rd., Hattiesburg, MS 
39042. 

Funeral services will be Sat-
urday, May 16, 11 a.m., at West 
Point Baptist Church. Phone 
601-271-2227.

Officers
Continued from page 1
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Four people remain in cus-
tody charged in connection 
with the shooting deaths of Hat-
tiesburg police officers Liquori 
“CoCo” Tate and Benjamin 
Deen on Saturday, May 9, the 
day before Mother’s Day.

According to Warren Strain, 
Mississippi Bureau of Inves-
tigations spokesman, Marvin 
Banks, 29, who authorities 
believe fired the fatal shots, is 
being held without bond on 
charges of two counts of capi-
tal murder. His brother Curtis 
Banks, 26, is being held under 
a $100,000 bond, charged with 
two counts of accessory after 
the fact of capital murder.

A 22-year-old woman Joanie 
Calloway was initially charged 
with capital murder also, but 
the charge was reduced to two 
counts of accessory after the 
fact. Her bond is set as $75,000. 

The fourth person in custody 
is Cornelius Clark, 28, who is 
charged with obstruction. His 
bond is also $75,000.

Strain said Wednesday, May 
13, that authorities also are 
looking for two more “persons 
of interest” and released video 
surveillance footage of a man 
and woman, shown exiting a 
2000 Cadillac Escalade the 
night the officers were killed. 
The footage is from a hotel 
where police arrested Marvin 
Banks on Saturday night after 
the shooting.

That vehicle was recovered 
Sunday morning and is not reg-
istered to Marvin Banks. Strain 
said officials don’t believe those 
persons were directly involved 
in the shootings but might have 
information related to the case.

None of the four accused had 
attorneys at their initial court 
appearances this week. For-
est County Justice Court Judge 
Gay Polk, appointed public de-
fenders to represent them, all of 

whom are from 
Hattiesburg.

No weapon 
has been recov-
ered from the 
shooting, Strain 
said. He said 
ballistics re-
ports are a part 
of the autopsy 
inves t iga t ion 
and have not 
been released 
yet, so it is not 
d e t e r m i n e d 
what type of gun 
was used in the 
shooting.

According to Strain, Deen 
pulled over a Hundye being 
driven by Calloway. He called 
for backup and Tate responded. 
Both officers sustained one 
gunshot wound.

After the situation had es-
calated, Calloway drove off, 
Strain said, and Marvin Banks 
bolted, according to officers, 
leaving the scene in a police 
cruiser, which was found aban-
doned not far from the shooting 
scene.

Calloway was arrested at 
a nearby convenience store 
shortly after. Marvin Banks was 
at the Northgate Inn, on Miss. 
Highway 49 near Interstate 59 
Sunday morning in Hatties-
burg. Curtis Banks was arrested 
at an apartment complex in the 
city Sunday morning and Clark 
Sunday afternoon.

The Banks brothers both 
had pending bonds from previ-
ous offenses, which have been 
revoked, Strain said. Marvin 
was convicted of possession of 
stolen property in 2010. Both 
Marvin and Curtis Banks were 
charged with the sale of crack 
cocaine in July 2013, according 
to Forrest County arrest records 
and reported by the Clarion-
Ledger. 

The Banks brothers’ mother, 
Mary Smith, said the day af-

ter the shootings that her son 
Marvin was on drugs and had 
been smoking Spice every 
day, termed a synthetic form 
of marijuana. The drug causes 
extremely erratic behavior and 
has led to numerous overdoses 
and deaths in Mississippi in re-
cent weeks.

According to the Associated 
Press, Mary Smith said when 
she saw the booking photos of 
her son, she knew something 
was off. “He was sick and out 
of his head, and I tried to get 
him some help,” she said on 
the steps of the Forrest Coun-
ty Courthouse, where she had 
gone to find out more informa-
tion about her sons’ arrest.

“He was on that spice. He was 
on every drug there was. Spice, 
powder, marijuana, drinking,” 
Smith said. Crime lab reports, 
including toxicology reports, 
are pending, Strain said.

Strain said the next step in the 
case is for MBI, Hattiesburg Po-
lice Dept. and other agencies to 
compile case files. “Once that is 
complete it will be turned over 
to the district attorney to pres-
ent evidence to a grand jury for 
consideration,” he said.

“If the grand jury deems it 
appropriate, it will issue an in-
dictment to move forward with 
a trial.” He added, “We express 
our sympathies to the families 
of officers, Tate and Deen.”

The Crime that rocked Hattiesburg: 
4 in custody, Banks brothers charged
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Top: Curtis Banks, Marvin Banks; Bottom: Joanie Calloway and 
Cornelius Clarl
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BUSINESS

In the shoe repair busi-
ness, “hands ordained by 
God” to get us walking are 
rare among the female popu-
lace. Mary Jordan, however, 
walks in her divine calling as 
“God’s servant” with long-
suffering humility, yet with 
certainty, stability and en-
thusiasm.

Repairing shoes, boots, 
purses, suitcases, and leather 
jackets has become a profit-
able business for this cob-
bler who stepped out on faith 
eight years ago in a solo act.

“I always wanted to have 
a shoe repair business and I 
shared this dream with my 
husband and children. Eight 
years later, I have it,” she 
chimed.

Jordan’s Shoe Repair 
Shop, 650 B6 Hwy 80 E, 
Clinton, Miss., is the appro-
priate setting for the gifted 
crafts-mistress. There she 
finds contentment while re-
pairing customers’ goods. 

“This is my calling be-
cause I’m able to minister 
to people who come in here. 
Sometimes I end up praying 
for them. It is truly a bless-
ing,” Jordan stated. She 
went on to say, “Whatever I 
learned from the other shops, 
I brought it here to Jordan’s 
Shoe Repair Shop.”

During the first three years, 
Jordan’s shop was located 
in the back of a store. Now 
she is situated in the front of 
the store where she is more 
visible. Such visibility has 
birthed a business boost.

Jordan emphasized the 
practice of honesty and in-
tegrity. She explained that 
sometimes shoes cannot be 
repaired. In these cases she 
said, “If I can’t fix some-
thing, I’m honest and I tell 
customers [at the outset].”

Repairing shoes is a pro-
cess. She demonstrated that 
process as she made heel 
grips, stretched shoes, held 
overstretched shoes in place, 
built shoes to the height of 
the other leg, hammered 
nails in shoes, cut off shoe 
stems, and removed excess 
waste.

In an explanation/dem-
onstration, Jordan clarified 
the process. “First the sock 
lining must be glued to the 
shoe. Be reminded that cra-
zy glue will not work,” she 
playfully remarked.

“Once the sock lining is 
glued, sometimes it’s best 
to insert it in the shoe when 
it’s halfway damp,” she add-
ed. At any rate, a shoe awl 
should be used to knock the 
shoe stem down to hold the 
heel in place. 

Customers were inter-
viewed about Jordan’s re-
lations with them. Barbara 
Davis noted that Jordan re-
paired shoes for her and that 
she was “nice.”

“I think when you meet 
the public, it pays to be nice. 
You can’t expect any more 
when you’re not a Christian. 
You have to meet them where 
they are. Love conquers all,” 
she claimed.

A customer in the shop 
for the first time, Virginia 
Jamison, said, “My husband 
told me about Mrs. Jordan. I 
think I will come back.” She 

added that Jordan’s disposi-
tion was “warm.”

It took Jordan approxi-
mately 16 years to move in-
dependently into shoe repair. 
She started out with George 
Gibbs (brother in faith) and 
worked with him for three 
years.

Upon Gibbs’ death, she 
went to Jackson Mallat 
Howard’s Shoe Hospital, 
which was initially in what 
was called the Jackson Mall 
(now Jackson Medical Mall). 
After 10 years at Howard’s, 
she worked at Shoe Healer in 
Madison.

She left the shoe repair 
business and worked at Soles 
and Heels in Brandon for six 
years.

“I know that it was the 
Lord who brought me back 
[to the shoe repair busi-
ness],” Jordan said. She add-
ed that Gibbs’ brother-in-law 
wanted to get rid of Gibbs’ 
shoe repair equipment. 
And as a result, she and her 
spouse purchased it.

Looking back at her hum-
ble beginnings, the “history-
in-business-maker” sat pen-
sively in her tidy shop and 
remarked, “I thank God for 
my husband. God made a 
way for me to pay my bills, 
and he [my husband] helped 
me through my financial 
struggle.”

What does the taskmistress 
of shoe repair recommend to 
those aspiring to fulfill their 
dreams? “I encourage peo-
ple to not give up on their 
dreams, no matter how long 
it takes.”

Jordan’s Shoe Repair Shop 
is open Monday - Friday, 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m.

For further information, 
contact Mary Jordan at 601-
924-5988.

‘Answering the 
call,’ Mary Jordan 
repairs shoes

Pulling ourselves up 
by our own bootstraps

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

At heel wheel, Jordan removes taps from 
shoe heel. PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT Jordan uses awl to measure shoe heel. Mary Jordan trims soles at finish machine.
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S c h o o l  o f  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n i n g
The School of Lifelong Learning (SLL) 
meets the needs of present day workers 
and adult learners, 25 years of age and 
older, across the state, region, and nation. 
SLL at Jackson State University is for 
adult learners who wish to begin, continue, 
complete, or enhance their development on 
a part-time or full-time basis.

The School is comprised of two major 
units: (1) The Department of Professional 
Interdisciplinary Studies (academic credit) 
and (2) The Center for Professional 
Development (non-academic credit).

Within the The Department of Professional 
Interdisciplinary Studies, students 
may pursue a Bachelor of Science in 
Professional Interdisciplinary Studies with 
a concentration in General Interdisciplinary 
Studies, Human Resource Development, 
Commercial Recreation & Resorts, and 
Faith-Based Leadership.

offering You
• Easy Access

• Customized Studies

• Cooperative Learning Groups

• Evening, Weekend, 
  Online, and Distance Classes

general interdisciplinary Studies
Majoring in General Interdisciplinary Studies 
will prepare you for a broad spectrum of 
employment opportunities in such career fields 
as Communications, Humanities and Fine Arts, 
Natural Sciences, Education, Behavioral and Social 
Science, and more.

human resource Development
This specialization prepares students for careers 
as professional training direct training/development 
managers, human resource directors, etc. 
Students will develop skills in communication, 
conflict resolution, training and development, team 
leadership, workplace learning, career planning 
and succession planning and organizational 
development.

faith-Based leadership
This specialization will prepare you to work in faith-
based, non-profit and social service agencies, 
including entities such as churches, charities, 
overseas missions, community organizations and 
other social service agencies.

commercial recreation and resorts
A specialization in Commercial Recreation and 
Resorts will prepare you for events planning, 
program development and management, conflict 
resolution, promotions and fiscal practices in 
convention centers, cruise ships, resorts, hotels, air 
travel, and other commercial gaming environments.

classes are available face-to-face and online.

Jackson State University
School of Lifelong Learning,
3825 Ridgewood Rd., Box 23,
Jackson, MS 39211.

Phone: 601-432-6234

Fax: 601-432-6124



Gibbs-Green 
Continued from page 1

rounds. Some holes are still vis-
ible today from where the armed 
law enforcement had massed at 
the college to subdue students 
protesting harassment from 
whites driving through campus.

In addition, students were an-
gry over police intimidation and 
the killing of four student dem-
onstrators at Kent State Univer-
sity by the Ohio National Guard.

Dr. Mark Bernhardt, an asso-
ciate professor of history at JSU, 
wrote the Mississippi Humanities 
Council grant application, which 
is supporting this program.

“It’s an incredibly important 
moment in the history of Jack-
son State, the City of Jackson, 
and the State of Mississippi,” 
Bernhardt said. “And, in the cur-
rent national context of outrage 
at police brutality, it’s important 
that we recognize this history and 
talk about it.”

For more information, visit 
the Margaret Walker Center’s 
website at www.jsums.edu/mar-

garetwalkercenter or contact the 
Center’s staff at 601-979-2055 or 
mwa@jsums.edu.
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HEALTH

Spice recently reentered news 
feeds recently, when the mother of 
accused cop killer - Banks attrib-
uted her son’s unthinkable behavior 
to his possible drug use, including 
use of Spice when he was incarcer-
ated.

Although a fairly new drug, 
spice continues to plague commu-
nities - especially in Mississippi 
- with over 600 emergency room 
visits attributed to its use, according 
to local news reports.

Spice is also known as “Mojo,” 
“K2,” “fake weed,” “Yucatan Fire,” 
“Skunk” or “Moon Rocks.” It is 
manufactured under many differ-
ent brand names and is sold at gas 
stations and novelty shops across 
the country, even though many of 
its ingredients have been banned by 
the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) as of July 2011.

Spice is the generic term for 
what has been termed “synthetic 
cannabis;” it was launched in 2004 
in the UK. And by 2006, it was 
legally sold all over the world, es-
pecially via the internet, and had 
gained a considerable hold in the 
American market.

Attractively packaged in small 
colorful pouches, Spice was mar-
keted as an herbal smoking tobacco 

substitute. According to some re-
ports, “The packaging had a kind 
of 60’s, summer of love, retro feel, 
which gave it an aura of harmless-
ness.”

The packaging was also attrac-
tive to school children as the drug 
became particularly popular among 
young people. Of the illicit drugs 
most used by high-school seniors, 
Spice was second only to marijua-
na. Young people are easily conned 
into thinking that they have some-
how found a safe and legal weed.

Collectively - easy access, attrac-
tive packaging, and the mispercep-
tion that these products are “natu-
ral” and harmless - these elements 
have contributed to their accep-
tance.

Additionally, the chemicals used 
in Spice are not easily detected in 
standard drug tests, making it popu-
lar among young professionals and 
those subjected to institutional or 
correctional control, or on proba-
tion.

At first, many believed Spice 
was simply a mixture of herbs that 
had similar effects to marijuana. 
However, contrary to their beliefs, 
spice consists of a wide variety of 
unregulated plant materials and 
man-made chemicals. 

And although they produce ex-
periences similar to marijuana (in-

cluding elevated mood, relaxation, 
and altered perception), Spice is 
much more dangerous. Its formula 
is flexible, it’s synthetic, and its ef-
fects are stronger and often more 
bizzar.

The manufacturers/traffikers of 
Spice products, in an attempt to 
elude the legal confines, regularly 
substitute different chemicals into 
their mixtures, making the drug all 
the more dangerous because users 
never know what type of high to 
expect.

Party promoters Tristian Moore 
and Artis Gamble of Retro Kidz 
Entertainment have seen a lot on 
the club scene, including young 
people who have tried Spice. They 
say it is something that they recom-
mend no one should try.

“I’m from Itta Bena, Missis-
sippi,” said Artis, “and a few years 
ago, a friend of ours who was a col-
lege student decided to try Spice 
because he wanted to get high be-
fore one of our parties and he knew 
it wouldn’t show up on a drug test. 
But he had a bad reaction.

“Just a few minutes after he 
smoked it, he started acting para-
noid and saying he was too hot. All 
of us sat there shocked while he 
started pulling off his clothes and 
walked outside nearly naked be-
cause he said he was hot and claus-

trophobic.”
Nodding his head, Tristian stated, 

“I picked up the pack and it looked 
like candy. But on the back it had 
a warning label that read ‘not for 
human consumption.’ I knew then 
that I would never try that stuff.”

“I’ve heard stories about people 
thinking that there were bugs crawl-
ing all over them to even a person 
who pulled two chairs together, 
curled up like a baby and went to 
sleep in the middle of a crowded 
club. I can’t imagine why anyone 
would want to try that,” said Artis.

In addition to the psychologi-
cal affects, Spice can raise blood 
pressure and cause reduced blood 
supply to the heart. In a few cases 
it has been associated with heart 
attacks. Regular users report expe-
riencing withdrawal and addiction 
symptoms much worse than with 
marijuana.

After reports of users having 
been hospitalized with serious psy-
chotic effects (like extreme anxiety 
and agitation, paranoia, and hal-
lucinations) and others subjected 
to poison control procedures after 
experiencing extreme symptoms 
(including rapid heart rate, uncon-
trolled vomiting, confusion, and 
heart palpitations), the DEA desig-
nated the five chemicals most fre-
quently found in Spice as Schedule 
I controlled substances, making it 
illegal to sell, buy, or possess. 

According to local psychol-
ogy student and conscious rapper 
Reginald Thomas, who goes by the 
stage name J4mie, the chemicals 
used in Spice have a high potential 
for abuse and no medical benefit. 
“I first heard about spice a couple 

of years ago going by 
the name Mojo. In my 
home city of Natchez, 
this drug is very popu-
lar with teens and 
adults who are subject 
to random drug testing 
because of its inability 
to be detected during 
urinalysis testing. 

“People want that 
moment of ‘feel 
good’ without the 
consequences that 
marijuana can bring. 
So even though they 
hear crazy stories and 
even see bad reaction 
people have had on 
the news, people are 
still willing to take the 
risk and try it.”

Spice acts on the 
same cell receptors 
as THC, the primary 
psychoactive com-
ponent of marijuana. 
However, some of the 
compounds found in 
synthetic marijuana 
bind more strongly to 
those receptors, which 
leads to a much more powerful 
and unpredictable effect.

Because the chemical compo-
sition of many products sold as 
Spice is unknown, it is likely that 
some varieties also contain sub-
stances that could cause dramati-
cally different effects than the user 
might expect. The DEA continues 
to monitor the situation and update 
the list of banned cannabinoids.

Sellers are able to circumnavi-
gate the legal restrictions through 

changing its formula regularly and 
effective marketing. In addition 
is inconspicuous packaging, the 
product itself looks very much like 
potpourri, and today is frequently 
sold under the guise of room de-
odorizer or incense.

Spice can be extremely addic-
tive, and relapse is common. If 
you or a loved one is struggling 
to get clean and stay clean, call 
the synthetic marijuana addiction 
hotline at (866)246-8028 to learn 
more. 

Danger levels still rising from use of Spice, 
drug misnomered as ‘Marijuana substitute’
By Beunkka Davis
The Mississippi Link Intern
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Spice packages

B.B. king 
Continued from page 1

wanted to greet him, espe-
cially the children whom he 
enjoyed welcoming up on the 
stage with him,” McPherson 
said. 

Dion Brown, executive di-
rector of the Museum, said, 
“Our thoughts and prayers 
remain with Mr. King, and 
we hope he can feel the love 
all the way across the country 
that we’re sending his way. 
We certainly will miss his 
infectious smile and warmth 
this year.”

This is a free festival, and 
activities will begin at noon 
with food and art vendors on 
site; the musical entertain-
ment begins at 2 p.m. Three-
time GRAMMY®-nominated  
North Mississippi Allstars are 
headlining the event.

Other acts include the B.B. 
King All-Star choir; Jimmy 
“Duck” Holmes, with his 
brand of Bentonia Blues; Da-
vid Dunavent and Elov; Delta 
native Eden Brent; the Allstar 
Tribute Band featuring Al-
phonso Sanders; the Marquise 
Knox Band; and Lil Ray Neal 
Band.

Immediately following the 

festival, at approximately 10 
p.m., an intimate show with 
Nashville’s Pat McLaughlin 
and his son Jamie will take 
place at historic Club Ebony. 
They are returning by popular 
demand after a standing ova-
tion at the end of last year’s 
performance. Tickets are 
needed for this performance 
and can be purchased at the 
B.B. King Museum.

A new addition to the week-
end will be B.B.’s Bikes, 
Blues & BBQ Blowout. Held 
the day before the homecom-
ing festival, May 23, this 
event is sponsored by the mu-
seum and hosted by the Unit-
ed Ryders motorcycle club.

Visitors are invited to gath-
er behind the museum with 
their grills, tents and coolers 
and listen to music by Jake 
and the Pearl Street Jump-
ers and The Big Tyme Blues 
Band. Juke joint music will 
be provided by DJ triple X. 
Gates open at noon and show-
time is from 2 - 6 p.m.

There is a $5 admission fee 
and a $3 bike contest fee, with 
a trophy awarded in four cat-
egories.

Also on May 23 is the Third 
Annual Blue Biscuit Festival, 
which takes place across the 
street from the museum at 
501 Second Street. Live mu-
sic will begin at 11 a.m. and 
continue until dark. Guests 
are encouraged to bring lawn 
chairs, but coolers are not al-
lowed.

Acts will include Jason Bai-
ley, Libby Rae Watson, Jake 
and the Pearl Street Jump-
ers, Jason Campbell, Marlow 
Dorrough, Jack McWilliams, 
Alan Jones, David Dunavent, 
Ralph Sandidge, Joey Fra-
tesi, Alan Jones, and Cadillac 
Funk.

After dark, there is a cover 
charge inside the Blue Bis-
cuit of $15 to hear 4Play and 
Jimbo Mathus and the Durty 
Crooks. 

Located at 400 Second 
Street, the B.B. King Muse-
um and Delta Cultural Center 
incorporates a restored 1920s 
brick cotton gin where King 
worked as a young man to tell 
the story of not only a great 
man and musican, but the his-
tory of the place that helped 
shape him.
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LEXINGTON, Miss. - 
There’s an expression - “he/she 
was grinning from ear-to-ear” - 
to describe an extremely happy 
person.

Well, Grady Dixon, of Lex-
ington, is one of two extremely 
happy persons who made history 
recently as the first of two hom-
eowners of the new Faith Hill 
subdivision, located on High-
way 17 North, in Lexington.

Faith Hill subdivision consists 
of five beautiful, single family 
units for low-income homebuy-
ers and was constructed through 
a comprehensive grant awarded 
several years ago to the Com-
munity Students Learning Cen-
ter’s (CSLC) Empowering the 
Delta with a Growing Economy 
(EDGE) project by the U.S. De-
partment of HUD Rural Innova-
tion Fund (RIF).

“Words can’t begin to describe 
my gratitude,” said Dixon. “I am 
blessed; this really is a dream 
come true.”

Both homeowners say they 
are most appreciative for the 
guidance and assistance they 
received from the collabora-
tive partners who teamed with 
CSLC-EDGE to help make their 
dream a reality. 

“I am so thankful to everybody 
who helped me,” expressed the 
other homeowner, who wishes 
not to be named.

Mississippi HUD Field Office 
Director Jerrie MaGruder issued 
this statement Thursday, May 
8, after being informed of the 
happy news: “We have a respon-
sibility to carry on the torch of 
equal opportunity and to use it to 

light the way forward for every 
American. 

“Housing is where everything 
begins. It’s where our children 
grow up and our families make 
their memories. It’s the center of 
our lives and the foundation of 
our futures.

“Community Students Learn-
ing Center/EDGE and other 
HUD grantees proudly help 
families lift themselves up so 
they can open new doors of op-
portunity and strengthen their 
financial futures. Quality af-
fordable housing provides the 
platform that folks need to better 
their lives and to achieve their 
dreams.”

The homes were purchased 
through USDA Rural Develop-
ment - Kosciusko Office - which 
serves Holmes County. 

“Its staff worked diligently 
with us and the potential buy-
ers during the qualifying process 
and then during closing process” 
said CSLC-EDGE Executive 
Director Beulah Greer.

“They, in addition to other 
housing partners, conducted 
homebuyer education work-
shops for potential homebuyers 
as well as did in-services for our 
CSLC housing staff.”

USDA Rural Director State 
Director Trina N. George said, 
“USDA Rural Development 
strives to help rural communities 
provide individuals and families 
with affordable housing.

“I am elated to have partnered 
with HUD and CSLC to provide 
[these] families with resources 
and a pathway to homeowner-
ship. The investments these 

families have made will be real-
ized for generations to come.”

USDA Rural Development 
Area Director for the Holmes 
County area Kenneth Wright 
said: “It was a pleasure work-
ing with CSLC and [its] housing 
project in Holmes County.

“More importantly, we ap-
preciate [CSLC’s] interest and 
desire to help low-income fami-
lies with their housing needs. 
We look forward to working 
with [CSLC] again in Holmes 
County.”

Homeownership is a win 
for these families and for the 
county. Holmes County Board 
of Supervisors President James 
Young is excited for the two new 
homeowners.

“This gives them an opportu-
nity to raise their families in a 

safe and stable environment in 
comfortable and decent homes 
and increases our county’s tax 
base,” he said.

Greer said the grant and home-
buyer assistance funds provided 
to the buyers by BankPlus and 
Guaranty Bank through Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank’s (FHLB) 
HELP program respectively 

were a tremendous help to their 
entire home-buying process. 
The diligent work of Bilbrew 
Consulting was also a great as-
set.

For more information about 
the remaining new homes at 
Faith Hill, call CSLC at (662) 
834-0905.

Mother’s Day 
Continued from page 1

who started a massive letter 
writing campaign to news-
papers and prominent politi-
cians in her appeal for honor-
ing motherhood in 1908. By 
1912, Mother’s Day was ad-
opted by many states, towns, 
and churches as a national 
holiday. 

President Woodrow Wil-
son bought into the idea and 
signed papers for the second 
Sunday in May to be official-
ly established as Mother’s 
Day. Accordingly, each year 
mothers are recognized for 
the love and care they have 
given to their children.

So in a well-known Jackson 
department store 17-year-old 
Cynthia Cidwell was head-
ing to a checkout to purchase 
roses for her mother. Cynthia 
claimed that Mother’s Day 
should be every day. 

“My mother has been here 
for me forever. She does ev-
erything in her power to train 
[me] to see how the world 
will be. She’s hard at times 
but is a great person who is 
preparing me for life,” she 
said.

Faith Banaay, her seven 
siblings and their mother are 
from the Phillipines. Faith 
lives in Jackson with her 
mom and two of the siblings; 
the others live in the Phil-
lipines. “Though she some-
times shows favoritism, I al-
ways love her,” Faith said of 
her mother. Then Faith con-
fessed, “She does a lot of sur-
prises for us. I’m really proud 
of her.”

Admitting that his mother 
sometimes acts like his sis-
ter, Christopher Marshall, 
29, said he could not imagine 

himself without his mother, 
his “supporter.” “She did so 
much for me. When nobody 
else was there, she always 
had my back,” he interjected.

From Ethiopia Abel Kassa, 
Ababo Jafi and Beza Abesha 
(18-year-old friends and stu-
dents at Piney Woods Coun-
try Life School) spoke highly 
of their mothers. They called 
them “sweet and kind, like 
all mothers should be.” They 
said their mothers raised 
them and their siblings with 
“firm hands.”

Benjamin Bates’ mother, 
Addie Powell, said, “He 
makes me so proud. We 
have a special relationship. 
He looks back and appreci-
ates the discipline I’ve given 
him and wants me to raise his 
children.”

Anchor to a four-gen-
erational family, 76-year-
old Betty Gray from Piney 
Woods reminisced as a great 
grandmother, grandmother, 
and mother. She mentioned 
that life has not always been 
easy, but …, “I’m able to get 
up and do what I need to do 
and not depend on anybody 

else.” 
With a sigh, the elder stat-

ed that she could call on her 
loved ones any time. “We do 
many things [like going to 
church and recreational ac-
tivities] together.”

What does Betty wish that 
her family will do down the 
road? “I want them to stay in 
church and to be nice to ev-
erybody and to try to stay as 
stable as they can.”

Laster Norwood is Betty’s 
only child. She noted, “Even 
though I saw things my mom 
endured, I have raised six 
children. My mother is more 
like an anchor that holds up 
the family. She has helped me 
through so many obstacles.”

Shamron Sandifer, 38, is 
Laster’s daughter. She ex-
plained that her mother en-
couraged her to always fol-
low her first instinct. That 
advice, she said, “has saved 
me from a lot of [pain], and 
I encourage my son to follow 
the same advice. And I’m so 
proud of him.”

Shamron’s son Takamein 
McNair, 18, is a junior at Pin-
ey Woods. He contended that 

like his mother, his grand-
mother and great grandmoth-
er were “strong” women. 
“They give good advice and 
help me work through my 
problems.” 

He said that the trio encour-
ages him to always pursue 
his dreams and goals, “even 
though it’s hard [because] in 
the end it always pays off.”

While her mother (70-year-
old Sherry) was working, 
Veronica Slater, 52, of At-
lanta was in Madison with a 
friend over the Mother’s Day 
weekend. “Whenever I felt I 
couldn’t succeed, my mother 
would always remind me that 
I could do it. One of our fam-
ily models is ‘Stand up and 
be a woman or take off that 
dress,’” she quipped.

Robert Garrett, 69, of San-
dusky, Ohio is caregiver 
of his mother, Louise. He 
expressed, “It’s a blessing 
to have your mother when 
you’re going into old age. It 
makes me feel good to assist 
my mother in time of need.”

The Bonner A. M. E. 
Church family in Jackson 
recognized Mother’s Day in 

an impromptu testimonial 
service. Young and old alike 
spoke about their mothers 
with high regards. For in-
stance, Sylvester Van Buren 
said that his mother left Jack-
son and went to California 25 
years ago.

“My mother’s gone. I 
miss her. She has seen me 
through a lot.” On the other 
hand, Glen Perkins, Jr. (now 
working in Memphis) stated, 
“People in the church haven’t 
seen my mom but she has 
been very active in my life 
and has helped me become 
the gentleman I am today.”

One of 10 children, Patricia 
Coleman recalled her child-
hood to adulthood with her 
mother Ruby, 86.

“Our mother has a sense of 
humor. We (she and her sib-
lings) were busy little bees. 
She was a queen bee and she 
saw to it that we got every-
thing we needed.

“Always supportive, she 
was Ms. Supervisor, Ms. Del-
egated Authority. When any-
thing was going on at school, 
[if she couldn’t be there], she 
made sure someone was there 

[for us].”
Mother’s Day weekend 

spawned a ray of hope for 
motherhood, just as it was 
inspired with its beginning: 
families lavishing their moth-
ers with honor and their moth-
ers reminiscing over time 
periods and locales. They all 
displayed noble expressions 
of thankfulness, hope, cour-
age, and dignity. 

Dixon (2nd from left) receives key to new home from CSLC-EDGE Executive Director Beulah Greer

Dixon standing in front of his new home

Ababo Jafi, Beza Abesha, and Abel Kassa, Ethiopian friends and 
students at Piney Woods Country Life School miss their moms and 
speak highly of them. The four-generational Betty Gray Family.

Christopher Marshall praises his 
mother for being supportive.

Veronica Slater fondly recalls her 
mother’s advice.

Faith Hill subdivision’s first  
homeowners make history

The American Dream realized….

The Mississippi Link Newswire

www.mississippilink.com THE Mississippi link • 7May 14 - 20, 2015



The Jackson Public Schools 
pre-kindergarten program is using 
technology that actively involves 
students in the learning process. 
Technology used in the JPS pre-K 
program includes 29 collaborative 
learning tables, 30 interactive white 
boards, and 100 tablet devices. 
Each of the pre-K classrooms in the 
District also have three computers. 
This technology allows the students 
to become active participants in 
learning instead of passive listeners.

Learning center times are en-
hanced with pre-installed applica-
tions on KidSmart computers to 
reinforce language arts and math 
skills. Fun learning activities are 
installed on the collaborative learn-
ing tables which are also used in 
learning centers to boost student 
achievement.

“The JPS pre-K technology pro-
gram is beginning with the end in 
mind,” said Superintendent Dr. Ce-
drick Gray. “Introducing technolo-
gy early can reduce discipline prob-
lems, keep students motivated, and 
prepare them for the digital world 
we live in.”

Smart Boards are used to review 
previously introduced skills. The 
touch screen makes it easy for stu-
dents interact with the board. Stu-
dents are able to touch the screen 
to choose an activity and select an-
swers.  

iPad Mini’s have been introduced 
and learning apps on the devices are 
being used to cover learning objec-
tives during weekly instruction. In 
addition to enhancing instruction, 
Pre-K teachers use the tablets to 

support and observe student prog-
ress from the beginning through the 

end of the school year in reading, 
math and science.

In Jackson Public Schools, 
we want every student to be 
successful in school all the 
way to graduation. Safe and 
orderly schools are an impor-
tant part of academic success. 
It is our expectation that our 
students will behave respon-
sibly and ethically at school 
to help create an environment 
that nurtures learning and 
achievement. Unfortunately 
this does not always happen. 
We are calling on parents to 
help us enforce positive be-
havior interventions and sup-
port.

We still have too many stu-
dents who are not adhering 
to the Student Code of Con-
duct. Teachers and principals 
are constantly dealing with 
disruptive behavior which 
hinders a productive learning 
environment.

It is extremely important 
that our students refrain from 
physical altercations, verbal 
disrespectful behavior, and 
accept responsibility for their 
actions by reporting to de-
tention when given. Students 
play a large role in school cul-
ture and students’ adherence 
to the code of conduct is a first 
step toward the creation of the 
respectful, collaborative cul-
ture that schools must have to 
succeed.

For the 2015-2016 school 

year, a committee 
is working to re-
structure the Student 
Code of Conduct 
into a document that 
not only outlines 
prohibited (nega-
tive) behaviors, but 
also outlines expect-
ed (positive) behav-
iors. As a founda-
tion for the expected 
(positive) behaviors, 
we are considering 
the following attri-
butes:

Be Kind
Be Patient
Be Honest
Offer Gratitude
Apologize
Forgive.
We want to work 

with our families to 
build a strong cul-
ture of collaboration 
and respect in every 
school.

Each year we ask 
parents and students 
to sign a form indi-
cating they have read 
and understand the 
handbook, and re-
turn the signed form 
to their schools.

For the upcoming school 
year, we are asking parents to 
get engaged by reviewing the 
Student Code of Conduct and 
sharing their feedback.

If there are ways you see we 

can improve it, let us know.
Parents can submit their 

feedback by sending an e-mail 
to codeofconduct@jackson.
k12.ms.us or calling JPS Stu-
dent Services at (601) 960-
8705. 

Jackson Public Schools 
enhances pre-K learning 
through technology

JPS Superintendent seeks parent 
help in enforcing and refining 
student code of conduct

JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray observes students using collaborative learn-
ing tables at John Hopkins Elementary.

Gray

KidSmart computers are easy to use by little learners. They are in class-
rooms to reinforce language arts and math skills.
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Sounding remarkably like a 
Baptist preacher, Cornell Wil-
liam Brooks, president and CEO 
of the NAACP, returned to his 
alma mater delivering a rousing 
message about social involve-
ment. He described the Class of 
2015 as the “Class of Now” dur-
ing Jackson State University’s 
Undergraduate Commencement 
Exercises at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
May 2, at the Mississippi Veter-
ans Memorial Stadium.

While reflecting on events 
that have made national head-
lines such as the deaths of Fred-
erick Gray, Michael Brown and 
Trayvon Martin, Brooks said, 
“This is an extraordinary mo-
ment. This is an extraordinary 
time. This class arrives at a 
powerful moment in history - 
uncomfortably situated between 
the past and present.”

Brooks, a Yale-educated law-
yer whose background also in-
cludes seminary school at Bos-
ton University, paraphrased Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., saying, 
“If a man has not found any-
thing for which to die, he is not 
fit to live.”

Brooks recounted his circu-
itous route to Jackson State.

As a high school senior, 
he received a number of let-
ters from colleges all over the 
United States, including several 
Ivy League schools. He remem-
bered receiving a special letter 
from Jackson State University 
at his home in Georgetown, S.C. 
Describing himself as not be-
ing a very well-informed high 
school senior, he said he told his 
dad, “There is a school in Mis-
sissippi offering me a scholar-
ship located on Lynch Street.”

Brooks threw the letter in the 
trash.

Later, however, Brooks said 
he received another letter from 
JSU telling him to show up in 
the fall and bring some par-
ticular items when reporting to 
school.

He said when he asked his 
dad why they were still writing. 
His father said, “Boy, when I 
saw that letter in the trashcan I 
forged your signature and sent it 
in. He added, ‘Son, never throw 
away money.’” Brooks said the 
rest was history and credits JSU 
for playing a pivotal role in his 

life. “The moral of the story is 
that I believe you should go to 
a historically black college. It 
will benefit you; it will shore 
you up.”

Under brilliant skies with 
mild temperatures, Jackson 
State University President Caro-
lyn W. Meyer conferred degrees 
on more than 700 undergradu-
ates, the largest graduating class 
in the university’s history. An-
other first was the graduation 
of 20 students from JSUOnline, 
the university’s digital degree 
program.

Citing American poet John 
Donne, Meyers urged graduates 
to be appreciative of their sup-
porters. “No man or woman is 
an island. You arrived at this day 
not only through your efforts but 
also those of your family, your 
friends, your mentors, and most 
especially, the fine faculty and 
staff who make this university a 
great one.”

Furthermore, she said, “Com-
mencement means a beginning. 
All of us are looking forward to 

seeing the difference you will 
make in this world as you work 
in your communities to make 
this planet better than it is to-
day.”

Also during the ceremony, 
Meyers presented presidential 
medals to the honorable Phyliss 
J. Anderson, tribal chief of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians. In 2011, she became 
the first woman chief in its his-
tory. Meyers also presented a 
presidential medal to the honor-
able Angela Cockerham, a JSU 
alum and member of the Missis-
sippi House of Representatives, 
District 96. Cockerham initiated 
legislation to award JSU $7 mil-
lion for the expansion of its en-
gineering school, among other 
notable achievements.

On Friday, May 1, graduate 
degrees were awarded to 352 
students in ceremonies in the 
Lee E. Williams Athletics and 
Assembly Center. Dr. Ricardo 
Brown, dean of the College of 
Public Service, delivered the 
commencement address.

Although Eloise Ash Tay-
lor thinks of herself as “just 
an ordinary woman,” she’s 
accomplished some pretty 
extraordinary things during 
her lifetime. On Saturday, 
May 9, she will walk across 
the stage as a graduate of 
the Alcorn State University 
School of Agriculture, Re-
search, Extension and Ap-
plied Sciences, Department 
of Human Sciences, an im-
pressive feat for anyone to 
achieve. But what makes 
Taylor’s story so phenomenal 
is that she achieved her bach-
elor’s degree as a 79-year-old 
mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother and community 
servant.

Taylor was born into a 
small farm family in West 
Point, Miss. in 1936. Her 
parents gave birth to three 
daughters and three sons; 
however, they unfortunately 
passed away early on, leav-
ing the children to fend large-
ly for themselves.

Taylor married at an early 
age, as was customary dur-
ing that time. Soon after 
marriage, her first child was 
born and she thought that 
education was not an option 
for her. However, Taylor was 
always interested in learning.

“I always wanted to go 
to college, so when I got a 
chance to go, after all the 
children grew up and left 
home and my husband passed 
away, I thought this seems 

like a good time,” she said.
So, the 74-year-old Taylor 

began her collegiate studies 
and chose to major in human 
sciences because she had a 
passion for helping children. 
She teaches Sunday school 
at Second Baptist Church of 
Port Gibson and through this 
tenure, she has witnessed 
many changes in the genera-
tional parenting styles.

“So many of the children 
are just kind of neglected and 
they end up misguided,” Tay-
lor stated. “I just thought it 
would be good if I could help 
in some way.”

Taylor serves as an inspira-
tion for many who may have 
an interest in furthering their 
education, but feel that their 
season has passed.

“I encourage a lot of peo-
ple, especially older women, 
to continue their education. I 
want people to know it’s nev-
er too late to better yourself. 
I also tell young people that 
they need more than a high 
school degree,” she said.

Taylor stated that she has 
learned a lot throughout this 
experience, yet it was not 
without some trials along the 
way.

“There were a lot of times 
I thought about giving up, 
but the nice people in my 
department, especially my 
good friend Dr. Carrie Ford, 
department chair, encour-
aged me to keep on going. 
The hardest part for me was 
the technology. I was kind 

of stuck in my old ways, but 
the students and the teach-
ers helped me to grow. I also 
learned a lot about diversity 
at Alcorn because there are 
people here from all around 
the nation and world. But the 
most important thing that I 
learned and try to preach to 
others is that you’re never 
too old to learn.”

Taylor has one son who 
lives in Fayetteville, N.C., 
where he is an accomplished 
musician. She has three 
daughters, two of whom live 
and work in various aspects 
of the health care field in Dal-
las, Texas, and one who is a 
schoolteacher in Louisiana. 
Her baby daughter is study-
ing to be a nurse’s aide. She 
also has a host of grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren 
who have been supportive 
throughout the process and 
are proud of her accomplish-
ments.

“They all plan to be here 
and are excited to see me 
walk across that stage,” Tay-
lor exclaimed.

When Ferriday, La. native 
Shakeidra Sanders announced 
to her family and peers that she 
would pursue a college educa-
tion, she got mixed opinions 
on her decision.

“When I told them I wanted 
to go to college, most of them 
were excited, but some were 
discouraging,” said Sanders, 
a psychology major. “Some 
of them were saying that I 
was wasting my time paying 
money to further my educa-
tion. There were some people 
outside of my family who said 
that I wanted to get my educa-
tion because I thought that I 
was better than everyone else.”

Despite the naysayers, Sand-
ers will become the first person 
in her family to receive a col-
lege degree when she walks 
across the stage at Alcorn State 
University’s 2015 Commence-
ment. Sanders said that she at-
tended college to secure a suc-
cessful career in the future.

“I wanted to further my edu-
cation so that I can have a great 
career. I realized that I still had 
a lot to learn despite what I 
thought I knew already. Going 
to college helped me improve 

my skills.”
As her big moment ap-

proaches, she reflected on the 
lessons she has learned over 
the course of her college ca-
reer. Sanders said that those 
lessons helped her to improve 
as a student and an individual.

“My college experience has 
enhanced my life in so many 
ways. It has provided me with 
the essential tools to enhance 
my skills more. Alcorn taught 
me valuable knowledge about 
this diverse world. The things 
I’ve learned at Alcorn will en-
able me to become more suc-
cessful in life when I receive 
my degree. My experiences 
here are truly irreplaceable and 
I would not trade them for any-
thing.”

Pleasing her parents has al-
ways been a priority for Sand-
ers. Her mother, who has been 
battling diabetic neuropathy, a 
disorder that affects peripheral 
nerves including pain fibers, 
motor neurons and the auto-
nomic nervous system, has 
provided her with motivation 
to persevere through tough 
times.

“She has motivated me so 
much. She has always been 

there for me through the 
laughs, breakdowns, my high 
points and my lowest. Some 
days, I really wanted to give 
up, but my mother was always 
right there to lift my spirits. 
Even though she has her bat-
tles, she never gave up and that 
motivated me to keep going.”

Sanders hopes that her up-
coming milestone will moti-
vate her family to pursue a bet-
ter life by attaining a college 
education.

“I want to encourage my 
family that it’s never too late to 
get your education. Hopefully 
my degree will inspire them to 
go back to school, get an edu-
cation and have a career doing 
something they love.”

Brooks says social 
injustice, past and 
present, impacts 
‘Class of Now’

Agriculture student Eloise 
Ash Taylor, 79, becomes 
degree candidate

Shakeidra Sanders 
becomes first in her family 
to become eligible to 
receive a college degree

Eloise Ash Taylor

Sanders
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The spring commencement Class of 2015 at Jackson State University is the largest in the school’s his-
tory. (Photo by Charles A. Smith/JSU)

NAACP president and CEO Cornell William Brooks escorts JSU 
President Carolyn W. Meyers during commencement ceremonies at 
JSU. (Photo by Charles A. Smith/JSU)

The Class of 1965 celebrates receiving their golden diplomas dur-
ing the 2015 Spring Graduate Commencement exercises at Jackson 
State University on Friday, May 1. PhOTO By ChArlES A. SMiTh/JSU
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The scent of 
celebrating the 
official Moth-
er’s Day date 
is still fresh in 
the air and oh, 
how pleasant the 

aroma. Thank you to everyone 
who expressed your love to the 
special women in your life and 
for all that you do to continue 
your exhibition of love: pub-
licly or privately.

As I continue to reflect on a 
Mother’s love, I want to give 
an added shout-out to a great 
group of men I recently had the 
pleasure of dining with - mem-
bers of the Mount Helm Baptist 
Church (Jackson) Brotherhood 
Bible Class.

As the brothers gathered for 
their monthly meeting/meal, 
I had the pleasure to have 
lengthy conversations with 
several of the men. My hus-
band and I shared a table with 
Dr. Walter Reed and his lovely 
wife, Martha. Dr. Reed, a man 
of great knowledge, and I spoke 
continuously about the wonder-
ful things that were happening 
in our lives. We laughed about 
the full circle of life and how 
wonderful it is to have people 
in your life who love you un-
conditionally.

Willie Belt, a former Clarion-
Ledger co-worker, and I talked 
about our meeting upon my re-
turn to Jackson in 1992 and the 
instant bond that was created 
between us and the love that we 
still share.

Other members including:  
Tony Davis, Dr. Charles Hol-
mes, Dr. William Rush, and Dr. 
Charlie Smith; all chatted with 
me regarding various topics but 
mostly about their pride in our 
daughter’s recent election as 
Miss Jackson State University 
2015 - 2016. I even had an op-
portunity to congratulate their 
pastor, Rev. CJ Rhodes, on be-
ing the father of future Omega 
men: his twin sons. He said his 
wife, a member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., of which I 
am also a member; has already 
started planting the seed. Of 
course, since I am the wife of 

an Omega man as well as the 
sister of two Omega men, I 
have a special place for the fra-
ternity in my heart.

These gentlemen, although 
I don’t see them often, are 
men who are truly a joy to be 
around. They bear the name of 
brothers with pride.

To each of you, I say thank 
you for the continued friend-
ship shared by our families over 
the years. The majority of the 
men present have known my 
husband since his infant and/or 
adolescent years and continue 
to be devoted to him decades 
later. 

The bible tells us in Romans 
12:10 - “Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Out do one 
another in showing honor.”

Many of the gentlemen were 
close friends of one or both of 
my husband’s parents and to 
this day, continue to speak of 
my deceased in-laws with the 
utmost love and respect.

I enjoy their company more 
than they know and truly thank 
them for continuing to embrace 
the Higgins Family decades af-
ter the death of both of my hus-
band’s parents.

To these gentlemen, I know 
that I speak for my husband 
when I say - thank you for shar-
ing your friendship with us.

As I do each week, I ask that 
all of our readers recall the verse 
that I often share with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to not only share your news 
but all who would like to tell 
others about the Lord’s good-
ness and about their places of 
worship and even those reli-
gious institutions that are vis-
ited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor“For the Love of Ruth” 
provides biblical message

Denise Boutté has captured the 
hearts of more fans in her new TV 
movie, “For the Love of Ruth.”

Boutté, the star of “For the 
Love of Ruth,” which debuted at 
7 p.m. Saturday, May 9, on TV 
One is a modern retelling of the 
Biblical story of Ruth.  Boutté 
plays Ruth Sommerling, who 
faces a chain of endless disap-
pointments since being orphaned 
as a child.

Directed by Christine Swan-
son, “For the Love of Ruth” An 
accident claims Ruth’s husband, 
but draws her closer to his moth-
er, Naomi Marachond, played 
by Loretta Devine of “Grey’s 
Anatomy” and “The Client List” 
fame. But conflicts develop with 
Naomi’s brother-in-law Stephen, 
James Pickens Jr. of “Grey’s 
Anatomy.”

Ruth’s fortune changes when 
she encounters Naomi’s secluded 
cousin, Braxton, played by Gary 

Dourdan, also known as Warrick 
Brown from the TV series, “CSI.”

Boutté is already making head-
lines in her dramatic role. The 
entertainment website Rolling 
Out said Boutté “commands the 
screen” as Ruth.

With more than 36 acting 
credits, Boutté is perhaps best 
known for her role as “Sasha” in 
Tyler Perry’s sitcom, “Meet the 
Browns.” Boutté has been anx-
ious to prove she can do more 
than comedy.

“I had a project of this cali-
ber on my (dream) wall,” said 
Boutté. “I wanted something that 
would show my range and chops. 
It wasn’t about the big hair, the 
make-up and the clothes. I wasn’t 
stealing nobody’s man.

“I wanted to prove to folks I 
have range. Just let me do it. Peo-
ple just don’t take you by word 
of mouth. They go in, check your 
credits, pigeonhole you and think 
you can just do one thing. I love 

comedy, but I can do drama.”
Boutté continues to develop her 

range with roles in “The Bounce 
Back” and “The Choir Director,” 
movies due out later this year. 
Boutté is still working on her 
cooking shows. In the meantime, 
Boutté hopes viewers are inspired 
by the message in “For the Love 
of Ruth.”

“I think this is a beautiful piece 

and it’s humanized. Anybody can 
relate to it. It’s simply about life’s 
journey. It’s about the highs and 
lows and having something to get 
you through.

“It’s about compassion, be-
ing human, commitment, re-
demption. It’s a powerful story 
about having something in those 
times of uncertainty to carry you 
through.”

Loretta Devine and Denise Bouttte, stars of “For the Love of Ruth”

R E i g n i n g  A n n o u n c E M E n t s
Providence Baptist Church, 8108 Highway 28 West, Hazlehurst, will host a se-
ries of events throughout the month of May. On Saturday, May 16, Providence, 
Pictures & Popcorn (movie night) will feature “When the Game Stands Tall” from 
5:30 p.m. until. On Sunday, May 17, the church will celebrate its 119th church an-
niversary beginning at 11 a.m.  Monday, May 25 – Friday, May 29, Vacation Bible 
School will be held from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30p.m. This year’s theme is “Journey Off 
the Map.” The month of events will end on Sunday, May 31, with Youth Sunday, 
which will begin at 11 a.m. The theme is “And The Children Shall Lead.” For more 
information visit www.praiseatprovidence.org or call 601.552.9140. Rev. Frank L. 
Curtis, Sr. is the pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson, will host its 2015 Bac-
calaureate service for high school, undergraduate, graduate and post graduated 
students on Sunday, May 24, during the 11 worship service.  For more information 
visit www.newhope-baptist.org or call 601-366-7002.  Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, will host its 
Graduate Recognition Service on Sunday, May 31, at 10 a.m., during its only wor-
ship service of the day. Sunday School will begin at 8:30 a.m. For more informa-
tion call 601.355.2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

Minister Darryl Smothers of Chapel Hill Baptist Church of Bolton will be guest 
speaker for the Annual Thanksgiving Service and Feast for the Rissah Court No. 
80 Daughters, Sunday, May 17, at 3 p.m. The event will be held at the M W String-
er Grand Lodge Annex, located at 1072 J R Lynch St., Jackson.

The Mississippi Mass Choir will perform live in concert at the East Fernwood M. B. 
Church , 3176 Fernwood Rd., McComb; on Saturday, May, 30, at 5 p.m. For more 
information call 985.335.2040 or e-mail kenneth-tiki@gmail.com
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Proverbs, the ultimate life coach 
Even though 

the designated 
day of celebration 
has passed, we 
will continue to 
honor “mothers” 
in this week’s in-

sight to “Proverbs, the ultimate life 
coach.”

Proverbs 31:26 tells us that a 
momma teaches her children. “She 
opens her mouth with wisdom, 
and on her tongue is the law of 
kindness.” This verse actually tells 
us something about the mothering 
of the virtuous wife. Remember 
the words of wisdom come from 
the word of God. So, she teaches 
her children God’s law.

Listen to what one Bible scholar 
said about this verse: “She is wise 
and intelligent; she has not neglect-
ed the cultivation of her mind…
this verse reflects the moral man-
agement of her family.” Because 
she attained wisdom she was able 
to pass it on to her children. An-
other scholar interpreted this verse 
by saying, “…she delights to talk 
about the word of God.”

Not only did she teach her chil-
dren God’s word, but she did it in 
a kind spirit: Verse 26 ends by say-
ing, “…on her tongue is the law of 
kindness.” When my wife, Yolan-
da, corrects our children she does 
so in a kind spirit most of the time. 
I have heard her tell our daugh-
ters some things they didn’t want 
to hear, but she ended by telling 
them, “but you know I love you.”

In the New Testament, the 
Apostle Paul said that older wom-
en should teach younger women 
how to love their husbands and 
children: Titus 2:3-4, “That old 
women are to be self-respecting in 
behaviour, not saying evil of oth-
ers, not given to taking much wine, 
teachers of that which is good, that 
they may teach the young women 
to be sober, to love their husbands 
and children.” 

One scholar said these verses 
mean that the older women should 
teach by example and not simply 
tell younger women what they are 
supposed to be doing, but show 
them how it’s done. How can an 
older woman teach a younger 
woman about discipline if her own 
life is out of control?

Notice Titus 2:4 says older 
wives should teach younger wives 
to love their husband. Shouldn’t 
they already know how to love 
their spouses? Is it that complicat-

ed? Well, the Holy Ghost brought 
something to my attention about 
this verse. He said the older wives 
should have well-learned how 
to submit to their husbands so, 
when Paul said older wives should 
teach younger wives to love their 
husbands they are really teaching 
them to submit to their husbands. 
That’s what it means to love their 
husbands. Remember this: When 
a wife submits to her husband he 
feels respected and when he feels 
she respects or admires him then 
he is more likely to try to please 
her.

This is exactly what the virtuous 
mother did in proverbs 31. She 
taught by example. Therefore, her 
children respect her because she 
taught them God’s word.

A momma wisely manages 
those under her control. She is 
not a nosey-rosy busy body try-
ing to tend to the business of other 
households. 

Titus 2:5 says, “…to be sober-
minded, chaste, keepers at home, 
kind, being in subjection to their 
own husbands, that the word of 
God be not blasphemed.”

Notice the words, “keepers at 
home.” This does not means she 
can’t work outside of the home 
and have other outside activities, 
but she must make sure her house-
hold is not lacking.

The Apostle Paul addressed 
young widows and said how they 
could be tempted to be busy bod-
ies outside their own homes: 1 
Timothy 5:13, “…they also learn 
to be idle, going about from house 
to house. Not only idle, but also 
gossips and busybodies, saying 
things which they ought not.”

Within context this verse is 
saying the church should not sup-
port young widows as they would 
older widows because young wid-
ows may become idle and tend to 
start going from house to house 
gossiping and telling secrets, med-
dling and putting people’s busi-
ness in the streets and neglecting 
their own households. The point 
is mothers are expected to tend to 
their own households and not their 
neighbors.

When husbands and wives 
do not stay in their lane and do 
what God asked them to do we 
end up with blasphemous unions 
like same sex marriage. We have 
already proven over the past few 
Sundays that there is supernatural 
power that flows when husbands 
and wives do what God says, and 
when we don’t, Satan uses that 

as an opportunity to tarnish what 
God has established.

When husbands do not love 
their wives as Christ loved the 
church and when wives don’t re-
spect their husbands, marriage is 
of no value in the eyes of the world 
and opens the door to worldly ridi-
cule.

Proverbs 31:27 says the virtu-
ous wife and mother manages her 
household well and does not eat 
the bread of idleness. To not eat 
something means you do make it 
a part of your life. The virtuous 
mother is very particular about 
what she lets into her life. If it is 
not of value and a waste of time 
she is not going to let that into her 
life.

Having said all of this, this takes 
us back to our main verse: Prov-
erbs 31:28, “Her children rise up 
and call her blessed. Her husband 
also praises her.”

Her children and husband lived 
with her and they know her ways. 
Her children knows that their fa-
ther trusts her, 

…they know that she is strong 
in the Lord, 

…they know that she manages 
the home well…

…they know that she loves to 
teach the word of God…

…they know that she makes 
sacrifices…

…they know that she helps the 
needy.

By the way, remember how 
Proverbs 31:23 says her husband 
is respected in the gates publi-
cally. Notice that in verse 28, the 
virtuous wife is honored privately 
by those who count the most, her 
husband and children. So, outside 
accolades don’t matter to her.

Verse 28 says her child rises up 
and calls her blessed. They rise 
to show their respect. The word 
blessed in Hebrew here is ashar, 
(aw-shar) which means to be 
straight, to be right, to be honest, 
and to be happy.

So when the children of the vir-
tuous mother walk into the room, 
they stand up with respect and call 
her righteous, honest, and happy.

But notice also that her husband 
praises her: Check this out. The 
Hebrew word for praises in verse 
28 is halal (haw-lal’) which means 
to make a show or to boast. So her 
husband brags on her and show 
her off as his trophy.

Praise (halal) in verse 28 also 
means to be loudly or enthusias-
tically foolish…to rave about…
to just go on and on about her be-

cause of who she is.
We thank you, Lord, for the vir-

tuous mother!
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 

of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. Residents 
of Madison, he and wife, Minister 
Yolanda; are the proud parents 
of three daughters. He received 
degrees from Criswell College in 
Dallas; Southern Methodist Uni-
versity - Perkins School of The-
ology; and a Masters of Divinity 
from Memphis Theological Semi-
nary. A pastor for 23 years, Collier 
serves as a volunteer chaplain for 
various law enforcement agen-
cies in the metro area and for the 
Mississippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or e-
mail karab5@live.com.

n E w s  F R o M  t h E  w o R d

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
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God wants each 
of us to recognize 
His voice, to hear 
Him and to re-
spond in a positive 
way. Not everyone 
has an ear to hear.  

God knows everything. He sees 
down into the innermost recesses 
of our heart, and He knows our 
thoughts afar off.

We find in the last book of the 
New Testament, Revelation 2:2-4, 
these words, “I know thy works, 
and thy labour, and thy patience, 
and how thou canst not bear them 
which are evil;  and thou hast tried 
them which say they are Apostles, 
and are not, and hast found them 
liars;  and has borne, and hast pa-
tience, and for My Name’s sake 
has labored, and has not fainted.  
Nevertheless, I have somewhat 
against thee, because thou has left 
thy first love.”

Over a long period of time, the 
Church in Ephesus had steadfastly 
refused to tolerate sin among its 
members. This was not easy in 
a city noted for immoral sexual 
practices associated with the god-

dess Diana (Read Revelation 
Chapters 1-3, reference the Seven 
Churches).

We also are living in times of 
widespread sin and sexual im-
morality. It is popular to be open-
minded toward many types of sin, 
calling them personal choices or 
alternative life-styles. But when 
the body of believers begins to tol-
erate sin in the church, it is lower-
ing the standards and compromis-
ing the church’s witness.

Remember that God’s approval 
is infinitely more important than 
the world’s.

Children of God, we must over-
come many things in this Chris-
tian race. The enemy works on the 
flesh, but we have to overcome the 
flesh. In all these messages to the 
seven churches of Asia, God has 
an extremely important word of 
warning, admonishing people to 
repent. Some messages encour-
aged the church to stand true and 
to be faithful.

Christ commended the church 
at Ephesus for working hard, hav-
ing patience, resisting sin, criti-
cally examining the claims of false 
Apostles, and enduring hardships 
without becoming weary. Every 

church should have these charac-
teristics.

Both Jesus and John stressed 
love for one another as an au-
thentic proof of the Gospel (John 
13:34; 1 John 3:18-19). In the 
battle to maintain sound teaching, 
morality and doctrinal purity, it is 
possible to lose a charitable spirit.  

Prolonged conflict can weaken 
or destroy our patience and affec-
tion. In defending the faith, guard 
against any structure or severity 
that weakens love.

The Apostle Paul had once 
commended the Church at Ephe-
sus for its love for God and oth-
ers (Ephesians 1:15), but many of 
the church founders had died, and 
many of the second-generation be-
lievers had lost their zeal for God.  

They were a busy church - the 
members did much to benefit 
themselves and the community 
- but they were acting out of the 
wrong motives. Work for God 
must be motivated by love of God 
or it will not last.

Just as when a man and woman 
fall in love, so also new believers 
rejoice at their newfound forgive-
ness. But when we lose sight of 
the seriousness of sin, we begin 

to lose the thrill of our forgiveness 
(see 2 Peter 1:9).

In the first steps of our Chris-
tian life, we had enthusiasm with-
out knowledge. Do we now have 
knowledge without enthusiasm?  
Both are necessary if we are to 
keep love for God intense and un-
tarnished.

My friends, we must persevere 
in our Christian faith and con-
duct when facing persecution and 
pressure. We don’t usually think 
of suffering as good for us, but it 
can build our character and our 
patience.

Faith means resting in what 
Christ has done for us in the past, 
but it also means trusting Him for 
what He will do for us in the pres-
ent and in the future.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton 
VA 23669. He is married to Velma 
L. Green. He honorably served in 
the U.S. Army for 20 years. Rev. 
Green is a member of the National 
Association of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind. He serves 
as chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of God, 
Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of May 14

1.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
2.	 Fill	Me	Up	 	 	 Casey	J
3.	 Jesus	Saves	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
4.	 I	Am		 	 	 	 Jason	Nelson
5.	 I	Luh	God	 	 	 Erica	Campbell	Featuring	Big	Shizz
6.	 This	Place	 	 	 Tamela	Mann
7.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
8.	 Fill	Me	UP	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
9.	 War	 	 	 	 Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
10.	 I	Will	Trust	 	 	 Fred	Hammond

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

“To which voice are you 
listening?” - the loveless church 

What is a 
simple way 
to show that 
you care about 
somebody? Buy 
them some-
thing? Cook a 

good homemade meal? These 
are all good but one way is eas-
ier: learn their name. I realized 
this recently when one of my 
students told me how much he 
appreciated me trying to learn 
student names. He said that it 
showed I cared.

Much like knowing the 
names of others can show that 
we care about them, knowing 
the names of God can do the ex-
act same thing. Proverbs 18:10 
says, “The name of the LORD 
is a strong tower; the righteous 
run to it and are safe.” But we 
have to know what the names of 
God are in order to run to them 
for safety.

God is known as Jehovah 
Shalom or the Lord is Peace in 
Judges 6:24. In this instance, 
God reveals himself as one who 
is complete and without strife. 
We are reminded to follow 
this example in Romans 12:18 
where we are encouraged to live 
at peace with others. 

1 Samuel 1:3 is just one of 
285 times that Sabaoth is paired 
with Jehovah or Elohim in the 
Old Testament. This is for good 
reason. Jehovah Sabaoth means 
the Lord of armies. This is so 
powerful as we are reminded 
throughout scriptures to let the 
Lord fight our battles, spiritual 
and otherwise. 

“Jehovah Mekoddishkem” 
means to call on the Lord who 
sanctifies you. This Lord will set 
you apart in holiness and dedi-

cation to him. It’s not just limit-
ed to not drinking or smoking…
it’s about making the choice to 
submit to the process of sancti-
fication by God. References to 
this are found in Exodus 31:13. 

“Jehovah Shammah” means 
that the Lord is there. Despite 
how we may feel abandoned by 
or forgotten by God, this name 
reminds us that he is always 
with us. And not only is he with 
us when we feel like we are at 
our lowest, he is also there when 
we have our greatest triumphs. 
A reference for this is found in 
Ezekiel 48:35.

Jehovah Raah is one that we 
are familiar with because of 
Psalm 23. This means that the 
Lord is my Shepherd who nur-
tures and leads the flock. This 
one especially brings to mind 
the intimacy that God desires 
with us in worship.

Just like we are not known by 
just one name, God is known by 
and wants us to know him by his 
different names. Think about it: 
I am known as Wanda to my 
family, Auntie Wanda my niec-
es and nephews, and Sis. Riley 
to my church family. I am the 
same person but with each name 
I take on a different identity.

It’s the same way with God. 
He may be known as Jehovah 
Jireh one week or Jehovah Sha-
lom the next. The wonderful 
part is that he is the same ma-
jestic God that we are honored 
to worship.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

What’s in a name?

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E d

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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VATICAN CITY - The Vati-
can officially recognized the 
state of Palestine in a new treaty 
finalized Wednesday, immedi-
ately sparking Israeli ire and 
accusations that the move hurt 
peace prospects.

The treaty, which concerns the 
activities of the Catholic Church 
in Palestinian territory, is both 
deeply symbolic and makes 
explicit that the Holy See has 
switched its diplomatic recogni-
tion from the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization to the state of 
Palestine.

The Vatican had welcomed 
the decision by the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly in 2012 to rec-
ognize a Palestinian state and 
had referred to the Palestine 
state since. But the treaty is the 
first legal document negotiated 
between the Holy See and the 
Palestinian state, giving the Vat-
ican’s former signs of recogni-
tion an unambiguous confirma-
tion in a formal, bilateral treaty.

“Yes, it’s a recognition that 
the state exists,” said the Vatican 
spokesman, the Rev. Federico 
Lombardi.

The Israeli Foreign Ministry 
said it was “disappointed.”

“This move does not promote 
the peace process and distances 
the Palestinian leadership from 
returning to direct and bilateral 
negotiations,” the ministry said 
in a text message.

The United States and Israel 
oppose recognition, arguing that 

it undermines U.S.-led efforts to 
negotiate an Israeli-Palestinian 
deal on the terms of Palestin-
ian statehood. Most countries in 
Western Europe have held off 
on recognition, but some have 
hinted that their position could 
change if peace efforts remain 
deadlocked.

The treaty was finalized days 
before Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas visits Pope 
Francis at the Vatican. Abbas is 
heading to Rome to attend Fran-
cis’ canonization Sunday of two 
new saints from the Holy Land.

“This is a very important 
recognition as the Vatican has 
a very important political sta-
tus that stems from its spiritual 
status,” said Abbas’ senior aide, 
Nabil Shaath. “We expect more 
EU countries to follow.”

The Vatican has been refer-
ring unofficially to the state of 
Palestine since 2012.

During Pope Francis’ 2014 
visit to the Holy Land, the Vati-
can’s official program referred 
to Abbas as the president of the 
“state of Palestine.”

The Vatican’s foreign minis-
ter, Monsignor Antoine Camil-
leri, acknowledged the change 
in status, but said the shift was 
simply in line with the Holy 
See’s position.

The Holy See clearly tried 
to underplay the development, 
suggesting that its 2012 press 
statement welcoming the U.N. 
vote constituted its first official 
recognition. Nowhere in that 
statement does the Vatican say it 

recognizes the state of Palestine, 
and the Holy See couldn’t vote 
for the U.N. resolution because 
it doesn’t have voting rights at 
the General Assembly.

The Vatican’s efforts to down-
play the move seemed justified 
given the swift condemnation 
of the development by Israeli 
groups: The American Jewish 
Committee said it was “coun-
terproductive to all who seek 
true peace between Israel and 
the Palestinians.” The Anti-
Defamation League said it was 
“premature.”

“We appreciate that the Vati-
can’s basic intention is to pro-
mote Israeli-Palestinian recon-
ciliation, but believe that this 
diplomatic recognition will 
be unhelpful to that end,” the 
ADL’s Abraham Foxman said.

The 2012 U.N. vote recog-
nized Palestine as a non-mem-

ber observer state, made up of 
the West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
east Jerusalem, lands Israel cap-
tured in the 1967 Mideast war.

The Palestinians celebrated 
the vote as a milestone in their 
quest for international recog-
nition. Most countries in Af-
rica, Asia and South America 
have individually recognized 
Palestine. In Western Europe, 
Sweden took the step last year, 
while several parliaments have 
approved non-binding motions 
urging recognition.

This isn’t the first time that the 
Vatican under Francis has taken 
diplomatic moves knowing that 
it would please some quarters 
and ruffle feathers elsewhere: 
Just last month, he referred to 
the slaughter of Armenians by 
Turkish Ottomans a century ago 
as a “genocide,” prompting Tur-
key to recall its ambassador.

WASHINGTON - Thousands 
of commuters and travelers had 
to scramble Wednesday after a 
deadly Amtrak train derailment 
shut down a critical section of the 
busiest railroad in North America.

The crash choked Amtrak’s 
Northeast Corridor railroad, 
which carries more than 2,200 
trains a day, including Amtrak’s 
passenger trains, commuter rail-
ways and freight trains.

Amtrak alone carried 11.6 
million passengers through the 
Northeast Corridor in fiscal year 
2014, its highest ridership year 
yet.

Amtrak warned early Wednes-
day that there would be no ser-
vice between Philadelphia and 
New York, and that service else-
where in the region would have to 
be modified.

“There is no circumstance un-
der which there would be any 
Amtrak service this week through 
Philadelphia,” the city’s mayor, 
Michael Nutter, said after view-
ing mangled tracks and downed 
wires at the crash scene.

Many travelers found them-
selves offloaded far from their 
destinations Wednesday morn-
ing. Airlines added flights and 
bus lines said they would honor 
Amtrak tickets, but some strug-
gled to find seats.

“I’ve been standing here in a 
daze, trying to figure out what 
to do,” Bill Atkins, 48, said at 
Penn Station in Manhattan. The 
attorney was trying to get home 
to Tysons Corner, Virginia, after 
a New York business trip, and 
didn’t learn about the crash until 
he woke up Wednesday. “I’m go-
ing to try to fly,” he decided.

But there were no flights 
available from LaGuardia or 

Kennedy, so he was thinking 
about taking NJ Transit as his 
next step. “I think I’m going to 
get to the Newark Airport and just 
stand in line.”

Wednesday afternoon flights 
between New York and Wash-
ington quickly sold out on Delta 
Air Lines, which was consider-
ing adding flights and switching 
to larger jets in both directions, 
spokesman Anthony Black said. 
American Airlines, which nor-
mally flies the other shuttle route 
through its US Airways brand, 
was adding two roundtrip shuttle 
flights later Wednesday.

NJ Transit, Greyhound and 
Megabus were honoring Amtrak 

tickets. Greyhound said it added 
16 more scheduled trips between 
New York, Philadelphia and 
Washington. Megabus said it was 
working to add trips on Wednes-
day and accommodate an in-
creased demand in coming days.

At Union Station in Wash-
ington, dozens of people waited 
to talk with Amtrak agents as 
electronic boards showed all the 
trains to Boston and New York 
cancelled.

“We want to get home,” said 
Wilhelmina Green, 66, who 
boarded a New York-bound train 
in South Carolina Tuesday night 
with her sister Dorothy Archbold-
Wright, 68. They expected to ar-

rive Wednesday morning, but 
were offloaded in Washington 
instead.

Several dozen others waited in 
other lines to get bus tickets as 
television screens showed images 
of the derailed train.

“My only disappointment with 
Amtrak is that they just leave 
you hanging,” said Jane Scarfo, 
whose train trip from Florida to 
New York suddenly ended in 
Washington.

Several passengers complained 
that Amtrak didn’t help them 
make alternative arrangements. 
Scarfo said she was eventually 
able to book a Greyhound bus for 
later in the day.

Vatican recognizes state of 
Palestine in new treaty

Amtrak crash scrambles 
commutes across N.E. corridor
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Pope Francis leaves at the end of his weekly general audience in St. Peter’s 
Square at the Vatican, Wednesday, May 13, 2015. AP Photo/AleSSAndrA tAr-
Antino

NATIONAL  |  OPINION

In December 
2009, the airliner 
I was on touched 
down in Hanoi, 
Vietnam.

That was my 
first time to Vietnam. As the 
plane approached the field, I 
thought about how this very 
territory had once been a 
battleground with dogfights 
taking place between North 
Vietnamese planes and U.S. 
planes high overhead, and 
U.S. bombers dropping their 
payloads, incessantly trying 
to convince the Vietnamese 
that they - the Vietnamese - 
could not win a war with the 
USA.

Vietnam is, today, a very 
different place than in the 
1960s and 1970s. It has a 
growing economy, tourism, 
and an ever-increasing edu-
cated population. Yet, while 
many people in the USA 
know of Vietnam as, at best, 
a moment in history, the war 
that the U.S. brought to the 
Vietnamese is very much 
part of the continued reality 
of the people of Vietnam.

This May there are com-
memorations in many parts 
of the U.S. of both the 1965 
U.S. escalation of involve-
ment and the May 1975 fi-
nal end to the war. There 
are many families who lost 
loved ones to the war. 

Some 58,000 U.S. service-
men and women were killed 
in the war, and many more 
were injured physically and/
or psychologically. Some 
have never fully recovered.

The Vietnamese lost 
somewhere between two 
million and five million 
people to the war, of which 
approximately one million 
were combatants. While not 
minimizing the loss of U.S. 
lives, the loss of Vietnamese 
lives was nothing short of 
catastrophic as a percentage 
of their overall population. 

Additionally, Vietnam, 
Cambodia/Kampuchea, and 
Laos suffered the on-going 
effects of Agent Orange, 
the toxin poured from U.S. 
airplanes on the jungles to 
destroy the foliage. The ill-
nesses and birth defects from 
Agent Orange haunt those 
three countries, and they 
also haunt the U.S., where 

many veterans brought this 
demonic substance back, 
having been contaminated 
when it was used against the 
“enemy.”

What remains striking is 
that the U.S.A. has failed 
to apologize for the war, 
let alone truly own up to 
its genocidal consequences. 
For years, we have not even 
wanted to have a serious 
conversation about the war.

The U.S. government re-
neged on its promises to the 
Vietnamese after the with-
drawal, and though there 
has been a near demagogic 
obsession with finding pris-
oners of war and MIAs, so 
little has actually been done 
to address the on-going 
needs of the U.S. veterans 
who returned home after 
putting their lives on the 
line.

The hypocrisy is both 
amazing and frightening. 
In failing to have a real na-
tional discussion about Viet-
nam, we fail to address not 
only why the U.S.A. got in-
volved in the first place, but 
the brutality with which the 
U.S. fought a war against a 
people who sought indepen-
dence. 

Just as in the early 20th 
century when the U.S fought 
a genocidal war to subdue 
the Filipinos in which ap-
proximately 1.5 million 
Filipinos were killed, in the 
case of Vietnam the fact that 
the numbers killed by the 
U.S. so dwarfs the numbers 
of American soldiers killed 
is completely ignored and 
treated as insignificant.

While we must under-
stand what led to the U.S. 
intervention in Vietnam 
in order to not repeat that 
course - as we have in sev-
eral subsequent wars - more 
importantly we must face a 
very uncomfortable fact: the 
USA must be held account-
able to and by the people of 
Southeast Asia for an extent 
of devastation that should 
never have been visited 
upon humanity.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is the 
host of The Global African 
on Telesur-English. He is 
a racial justice, labor and 
global justice activist and 
writer. Follow him on Twit-
ter, Facebook and at www.
billfletcherjr.com.

Closing the 
chapter on Vietnam

?Ask Alma

Boyfriend won’t move out
Dear Alma,
My boyfriend and I broke 

up three months ago. I don’t 
want to move and he won’t 
move. I have asked him again 
and again to get out. What 
can I do?

 Name withheld

Dear Nameless,
If you don’t know, you 

aren’t ready to leave. You 
guys aren’t done yet. You’re 
still playing games, acting 
like you don’t care when you 
really do.

When a relationship is over 
and you’re ready to move on, 
that’s what you do and no one 
can stop you. When it’s over, 

you walk away, accepting the 
unanswered questions and 
non-existent apologies.

When you’re done, like a 
perfectly 20-minute baked 
salmon patty, you leave with 
nothing. If necessary, you’ll 
go back to your mama’s 
house, sleep on your cousin’s 
couch.

Without any options, you 
hide under your desk at night, 
and shower in the gym before 
anyone shows up for work the 
next morning.

Make up your mind. If 
you want him, work on the 
relationship. If it’s over, make 
your move.

    Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

O P I N I O NN A T I O N A L

By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist

By nicole Winfield 
Associated Press

By Jessica Gresko 
Associated Press
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aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs
nOTiCE TO COnTRaCTORs

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30P.M., local 
time, June 2, 2015 at Jackson City Hall, for the 2015 CDBG Citywide Street
Resurfacing Project Phase II, City Project No. 15B4000.902.
 
The entire projects must be completed within sixty (60) calendar days. The contract will 
be subjected to liquidated damages in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500.00) per 
calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in which the contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal business oppor-
tunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to selection, each 
contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Op-
portunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more infor-
mation on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact 
Stephanie Coleman in the office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1636. Copies 
of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 
200 South President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The use of Community Development Block Grant funds initiates section 3 compli-
ance efforts as guided by the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development. 
The potential contractor will strive to advertise, hire, and engage all reasonable efforts 
to recruit section 3 businesses and residents if awarded the 2015 CDBG CITYWIDE 
STREET RESURFACING PROJECT PHASE II, CITY PROJECT NO. 15B4000.902. 
The contractor will be required to submit a section 3 plan, and other section 3 compli-
ance documents throughout the construction duration as required in the section 3 part 
of the specifications.  The contractor will work with the office of Housing and Com-
munity Development to ensure compliance efforts are made during the construction 
period. The contractor will contact Andrada Butler, Assistant Manager, Office of Hous-
ing and Community Development (601) 960-1865, for all questions concerning section 
3 requirements for the 2015 CDBG CITYWIDE STREET RESURFACING PROJECT 
PHASE II, CITY PROJECT NO. 15B4000.902. 
 
Specifications and Proposals forms are on file and open to public inspection on the 4th 
floor (Engineering Division) of the Warren Hood Building located at 200 South President 
Street, Jackson, MS 39205. One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract 
Documents may be procured from the Engineering Division, upon payment of $100.00 
dollars, which will not be refunded. Please contact Charles Williams, Jr., PhD, P.E. (En-
gineering Manager) or Leroy Lee (Infrastructure Manager), at (601) 960-1651 for direc-
tions or any additional information for procurement of plans and specifications. The 
Standard Specifications adopted by the City Council may be procured from the Depart-
ment of Public Works, if desired upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on May  19, 2015 at 3:00 P.M. local time, in the 5th 
floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jack-
son, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties 
are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of responsibil-
ity issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establishing its classification as 
to the value and type of construction on which it is authorized to bid. Each bidder must 
deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or certified check in an amount equal to five percent 
(5%) of the total bid for the work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond each in the 
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. Attorneys-in-
fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Performance Bonds must file with each 
bond a certified and effective dated copy of their power of attorney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City of Jack-
son’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each bidder shall write 
its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing 
its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any and 
all informalities

Kishia L. Powell   Gus McCoy
Director, Department of Public Works Chief Administrative Officer

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel 
  

5/7/2015, 5/14/2015

lEgal

REQUEsT FOR pROpOsals pUBliCaTiOn

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with 
the provision set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s Executive Order. Failure 
to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or of-
fer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO 
Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 960-1856. Copies of 
the Executive Order, EBO Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
in the Office of Economic Development at 200 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.
 
The City of Jackson will accept sealed proposals from qualified firms for professional 
services required for a Non claims based “Fee for Services” Primary Care and Well-
ness Clinic for the City of Jackson.

Information concerning the request for proposals are available in the Office of Eco-
nomic Development, 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201 P. O. Box 17, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205, between the hours of 8 A.M. and 5 P.M., Monday through 
Friday.

The services required for this project are:
 • Non claims based “Fee for Service” Primary Health Care Clinic
 • Occupational Medicine
 • Comprehensive Wellness Program
 • 10 years experience providing non claims based “Fee for Service”

Proposals for this project will be rated according to the following criteria:
 1. EXPERIENCE as a non claims based “Fee for Service”;
 2. QUALIFICATIONS, knowledge, and technical expertise in this and 
     similar services; and
 3. CAPACITY FOR PERFORMANCE to perform required services in a
     timely and cost effective manner, given current workload and staff.

All proposals will be rated on the following system to determine the best offer:  
Qualifications – Experience – Capacity

The selection committee using the above selection criteria will review proposals. A 
written contract will be awarded to the firm whose proposal is determined by the com-
mittee to be the most advantageous to the City. The contract will include scope and 
extent of work and other essential requirements. The City of Jackson reserves the 
right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any irregularities or informalities in 
the proposal process.  The City of Jackson is an equal opportunity employer.

You are to provide one original and six copies of your proposal. Proposals should 
be sealed and properly labeled as “PROPOSAL FOR Non claims based “Fee for 
Services” Primary Care and Wellness Clinic, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI” and may be 
delivered or mailed to: City Clerk, City of Jackson, 219 South President Street, Jack-
son, MS  39201, P. O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205, no later than 3:00 P.M., Tuesday, 
May 19, 2015, after which time they will be opened by the Selection Committee. The 
Selection Committee will then review each proposal and select a qualified firm or 
individual.

5/7/2015, 5/14/2015

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 09, 2015, at which time said bids 
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street 
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

07208-060915  66,000 G.V.W. Truck-180” CA with Combination Sewer
Cleaning Machine

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid 
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with 
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a 
pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a com-
pleted and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with 
each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority 
of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO 
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded 
an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please 
contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are 
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President 
Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest 
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part 
of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal 
form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

5/14/2015, 5/21/2015

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpaRTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTRaTiOn
BUREaU OF BUilDing, gROUnDs anD

REal pROpERTy managEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 06/11/2015 , for:

 RE: GS# 412-184 
  Hail Damage Repairs (EMER) (Pkg C.1)
  Mississippi State Hospital

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 

 Address:     500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216

 Phone:  601-969-7543

 Email:                  tara@burriswagnon.com

A deposit of $50.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director

5/14/2015, 5/21/2015

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, 
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 23, 2015, at 
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the 
following:

92033-062315  Planimetric of the City of Jackson

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
 
The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of pro-
posal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South 
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record 
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mis-
sissippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination 
in Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote 
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with 
the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or of-
fer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity 
(EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with 
the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordi-
nance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  
For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the 
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO 
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are 
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South Presi-
dent Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also re-
serves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quot-
ing the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award 
could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost 
for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may 
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where 
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award ac-
cording to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence 
of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

5/14/2015, 5/21/2015

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

advertisement for RFp

RFp 2015-10 Data Dashboard services

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 22, 2015, at which time 
and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board 
of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive in-
formalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.  RFP proposal 
forms may be obtained free of charge by emailing Ms. Bendalonne 
Griffith at bgriffith@jackson.k12.ms.us. Proposal documents may be 
downloaded from the RFPs & Bid Notices page on the JPS website 
at www.jackson.k12.ms.us or picked up from Jackson Public School, 
Office of Accountability & Research, 624 S. President Street, Jackson, 
MS  39201. 

5/7/2015, 5/14/2015
lEgal

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed RFP’s are invited and will be received by the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the 
bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 16, 2015, at which time 
said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South Presi-
dent Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

93630-061615   36 Month Term RFP for Farebox System with Installation 

80361-061615   36 Month Term RFP for Automated Voice Annunciator
System with Installation 

84084-061615   36 Month Term RFP for Surveillance Camera System with 
Installation

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
              
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of 
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accor-
dance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi 
Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit 
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Applica-
tion, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth 
by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with 
the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO 
Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-
1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of 
the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development 
at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest 
net price in accordance with specifications. The award could be according 
to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to 
accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when 
evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to adver-
tising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost 
for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be 
included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City 
will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

5/14/2015, 5/21/2015
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aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpaRTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTRaTiOn
BUREaU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs anD

REal pROpERTy manaGEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 06/04/2015, for:

RE: GS# 412-184 Hail Damage Repairs (EMER) ((Pkg C) (2nd Rebid))
 Mississippi State Hospital
 Whitfield, Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
Address:     500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
  Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Phone:  601-969-7543
Email:                  tara@burriswagnon.com

A deposit of $50.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director
 

5/7/2015, 5/14/2015

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, 
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 09, 2015, at 
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the 
following:
          
55004-060915 – Twelve-Month Supply of Waterproof Reflective Glass 
Beads

55054-060915 -   Twelve-Month Supply of Traffic Sign Post

55063-060915 -   Twelve-Month Supply of Aluminum Sign Blanks

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of pro-
posal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South 
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record 
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mis-
sissippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the 

City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall 
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions 
set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bid-
der or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more informa-
tion on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO 
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the 
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

 The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also re-
serves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quot-
ing the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award 
could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost 
for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may 
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where 
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award ac-
cording to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence 
of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 

5/7/2015, 5/14/2015

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiD

CiTy OF JaCksOn
savanna street Wastewater Treatment plant - Raw sewage pump station

 (sWWTp-Rsps) 
Emergency Repairs 

City project no.:14B0502.901

The Cily Clerk of the City of Jackson will receive bids for the SAVAN-
NA STREET WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - RAW SEWAGE 
PUMP STATION [SSWWTP-RSPS1 EMERGENCY REPAIRS PROJ-
ECT. City Project No.: 14b0502.901. no later than 3:30 P.M. Local Pre-
vailing Time, June 16. 2015. in the City Clerk’s Office located at 219 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All bids so received will 
be publicly opened and read aloud. The work shall consist essentially 
of the following items:

1) RSPS Structural Repairs and Epoxy Coatings in Wet-well Area at 
Savanna St. Wastewater Treatment Plant in the City of Jackson.

Contract time shall be 90 consecutive calendar days from the effective 
date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will be as-
sessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved 
Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be 
$500.00 plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 incurred by the 
Owner. These actual costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, 
inspection, and other construction related costs resulting from the Con-
tractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination 
in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote 
full and equal business, opportunity for all persons doing business with 
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or of-
ferer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity 
(EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision 
of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity’ (EBO) ordinance. 
Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, 
bidder, or offerer from being awarded an eligible contract. For more 
information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Pro-
gram, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 601-960-
1638. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the 
program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to 
cultivating and ensuring the ‘quality of life of its citizens, through various 
programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encour-
ages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within 
the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achiev-
ing its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment op-
portunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 
2000-d4 that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, sex or disability in consideration 
for an award.

Bidder must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Cer-
tificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public 
Contractors establishing his classification as to the value and type of 
construction on which he is authorized to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed 
in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid 
for SAVANNA STREET WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - RAW 
SEWAGE PUMP STATION (SWWTP-RSPS) EMERGENCY  REPAIRS 
CITY PROJECT No.:14B0502.901”. Each bidder shall write his Certifi-
cate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope 
containing his proposal. Bids and EBO Plans shall he submitted in tripli-
cate, sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder 
may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check in 
an amount equal to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jack-
son as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial state-
ment, if requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will be 
required to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in the 
amount of 100% of the contract amount.

A pre-bid conference will be held on May 27, 2015 at 2:00 P.M. in the 
2nd floor conference room of the Savanna Street Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Administration Building, 3810 1-55 South, Jackson, MS 
39212. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested 
parties are encouraged to attend.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, and other Contract Docu-
ments are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the Wa-
ter/Sewer Utilities, Department of Public Works. Warren Hood Building, 
Room 405, 200 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Copies of the 
Contract Documents, Contract Drawings and Contract Specifications 
may be procured at the office of the Engineer, CiViLTech. Inc., 5420 
Executive Place, Jackson, Mississippi 39206, upon payment of $100.00 
for each set, which will not be refunded. Checks are to be made payable 
to the Engineer.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

Kishia L. Powell   Terry Williamson
Public Works Director  Legal Counsel

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer

5/14/2015, 5/21/2015

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed RFPS’ are invited and will be received by the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the 
RFP must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 09, 2015, at which 
time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South 
President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

91618-060915 QRADAR-Security Management System

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

A pre-opening for this RFP will be held on May 21, 2015, from 11:00 AM-
12:00 PM in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, 200 South Presi-
dent St. 1st Floor, Jackson, MS  39201.
 
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of pro-
posal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South 
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record 
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mis-
sissippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the 
City.  As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall 
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions 
set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bid-
der or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more informa-
tion on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO 
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the 
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all RFPS’. The City also re-
serves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any RFPS’ 
submitted. RFPS’ awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder 
quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award 
could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost 
for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may 
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where 
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award ac-
cording to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence 
of such statement means the City will make that determination during the 
bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 

5/7/2015, 5/14/2015

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, 
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 02, 2015, at 
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the 
following:

RPF # 95767-060215 Buddy Butts Recreational Complex Management

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
 
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of pro-
posal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South 
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. 
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record 
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mis-
sissippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the 
City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall 
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions 
set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bid-
der or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more informa-
tion on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO 
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the 
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also re-
serves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quot-
ing the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award 
could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost 
for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may 
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where 
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award ac-
cording to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence 
of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 

5/7/2015, 5/14/2015
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AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation
Institute  of Maintenance 866-367-
2510.
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Become a Medical Office Assistant!
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Online train-
ing can get you job ready! HS
Diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed! 1-
888-589-9683.

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! Receive Hands-On
Training and National Certifications
Operating Bulldozers, Backhoes &
Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement.
Veteran Benefits Eligible! 1-866-
362-6497.
MECHANIC I NEEDED. Sanderson
Farms, Hazelhurst, MS seeking individual
to perform major repairs on gas and
diesel engines, trailers and associated
equipment on all mechanical, electrical
and hydraulic systems. Contact Buddy
Oas, 601-892-1145 or 601-497-7705
for further information.

AVERITT EXPRESS Start Pay: 40 to
43.5 CPM + Fuel Bonus! Get Home
EVERY Week + Excellent Benefits. CDL-A
Required. Recent Tractor Trailer Grads
Welcome. Call:  888-602-7440 Or Apply
@ AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer - Females, Minorities, Protected
Veterans and Individuals With Disabilities
Are Encouraged To Apply.

DRIVER - CDL/A
NEW PAY INCREASE
CLASSES STARTING
EVERY MONDAY!

• No out of pocket tuition cost!
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days

and start driving with KLLM!
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Refresher Course Available.
Must Be 21 Years of Age

855-378-9335  EOE
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com 

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
FREE Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1-800-319-2526.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE. Call MS Press
Services at 601-981-3060.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165,  24/7. 
SERIOUSLY INJURED?  Auto Accidents,
Medical Malpractice, Slip and Falls,
Dangerous Products, Wrongful Death.
Speak to a Highly Skilled Personal Injury
Attorney Now.  Millions Recovered for
Clients.  Call 24/7 800-287-8053.  

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c . S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of May 10, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
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or TOLL-FREE 1-888-881-7755

Zofran has been prescribed to pregnant patients to control 
nausea or “morning sickness”. Troubling new evidence 
demonstrates that Zofran has been associated with 
increased risks of certain birth defects during pregnancy. 

When taken during the first trimester of pregnancy, the Zofran 
exposed fetus is allegedly at risk for developing cleft palates, 
certain heart and kidney defects and other injuries. Recently, the
FDA has strongly cautioned against Zofran use in pregnancy.

IF YOU TOOK ZOFRAN DURING YOUR 
PREGNANCY, AND HAD A CHILD WITH BIRTH
DEFECTS, YOU MUST CALL IMMEDIATELY TO

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!

To protect your legal rights, it costs nothing to discuss your case.
“Free background information available upon request”
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j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - The 
Southwestern Athletic Confer-
ence announced the 2015 All-
SWAC Baseball yearly honors 
this morning. Junior college 
transfer, Collin Carroll was 
selected as the 2015 SWAC 
Newcomer of the Year and 
earned All-SWAC 2nd team 
honors while Scotty Peavey 
was named to the All-SWAC 
1st team.

Carrroll finished the regular 
season batting .343 with 15 
doubles and tied for first in the 
SWAC with 11 homeruns. He 
also led the team with in the 
RBI category with a total of 47.

Peavey led the Braves in hit-
ting with an average of .349 
while collecting 12 doubles 
and was tied with Carroll in 
homeruns with 11.

Congratulations to both 
players on an outstanding sea-
son.

Fans can view the full list of 
All-SWAC performers at www.
swac.org.

The Jackson State women’s 
volleyball team completed the 
2014 season with an 11-21 
overall record and a 5-3 record 
in the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference.

Despite the rough start to the 
season, the Lady Tigers pulled 
together and were able to de-
feat in-state conference rivals 
Alcorn State and Mississippi 
Valley during each meeting 
with each game being a com-
plete sweep. JSU was also able 
to split their meetings with Ala-
bama A&M to close the season 
as third in the eastern division.

In the SWAC Champion-
ship Volleyball tournament, the 
Lady Tigers entered as the third 
seed for the eastern division and 
were matched up with western 
division second seed Arkansas- 
Pine Bluff.

The Lady Tigers defeated 
UAPB 3-1 and moved on to 
face eastern division one seed 
Alabama State in round two. 
JSU gave ASU all they had and 

were able to rally together to 
defeat the Lady Hornets 3-2.

The Lady Tigers lost their first 
game on the tournament against 
Southern in round 3 of the tour-
nament. They were forced into 
the elimination bracket falling 
3-2. The JSU championship run 
ended when they faced ASU 
for the second time during the 
tournament with the 3-0 loss. 
Alabama State would go on to 
defeat Southern in the champi-
onship game and win 3-1 and 
3-0 to clinch the 2014 title.

Mikayla Rolle was named 
All-SWAC First Team middle 
blocker. Rolle played in 31 
matches with 30 starts for a to-
tal of 109 sets. She record 272 
kills, seven attacks, 16 service 
aces, 46 digs, 40 block singles, 
and 58 block assists. Rolle 
ranked third in the SWAC in 
hitting percentage (.296), sixth 
in kills, first in blocks, and fifth 
in points (3.28 per set). Rolle 
was also named to the All-Tour-
nament team along with fellow 
Lady Tiger Taija Rolle.

Carroll named SWAC 
Newcomer of the Year, Peavey 
earns first team honors

Volleyball: 2014 recap

WRtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JaCksOn’s URBan Rhythm anD BlUes 
statiOn playinG FamiliaR FaVORites FROm the 70’s, 80’s anD 90’s. tUne 
in tO heaR JUst the RiGht miX OF BlUes anD tODay’s BiGGest hits. 

Jackson State Athletics Media

Carroll Peavey

JSU women’s volleyball players

Carroll

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Book Review:
“welcome to my BReakdown”
ByBenilde little
  c.2015, atRia            
   $26.00 / $32.00 canada  •  288 pages
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You’re tired of having red 
eyes. You’re tired of crying, 
too; tired of an empty soul, 
runny nose, and dry mouth but 
you know there are more tears 
inside you and they need to 
come out.

Whoever said that big girls 
don’t cry needs to know that 
that’s not true: as in the new 
book “Welcome to My Break-
down” by Benilde Little, 
sometimes crying is only the 
beginning.

For many years, Clara Little 
liked to say that she knew her 
last child would be a girl. She 
predicted it, and it happened - 
perhaps through force of will 
because, said her daughter, 
Clara was that kind of person: 
self-reliant and strong.

Clara worked long over-
night shifts, but made sure 
that her house was spotless. 
She helped care for her neigh-
bors and her family, giving her 
children a good upper-middle-
class life at a time when that 
was a rare thing in their most-
ly-African American New Jer-
sey community. 

Her giving spirit and her no-
nonsense personality remained 
well-known for the rest of her 
life, and when Clara died, her 

many friends mourned along 
with her family.

For Benilde Little, the death 
of her mother was a crushing 
blow - the biggest in a series 
of events that bruised her al-
ready-fragile, sensitive soul.

Two months prior, Little 
lost her father-in-law. After 
her mother’s death, her best 
friend’s mother died, the fi-
nancial market collapsed, the 
Littles’ income fell, Little’s 
dog got sick, menopausal 
symptoms exacerbated, and 
her husband was diagnosed 
with cancer.

For months, Little could 
barely function without dis-
solving in tears. She had 
trouble getting out of bed, she 
stopped calling on friends, 
and her writing career all but 
halted.

Seemingly everybody had 
advice and most offered sup-
port but, powerless to pull her-
self up and knowing that this 
was more than just grief, Little 
began seeking help for a diag-
nosis of clinical depression.

She tried therapy sessions, 
prescriptions, distractions, and 
exercise but she still couldn’t 
stop crying and she couldn’t 
erase certain mental images 
that plagued her. There were 
good days, but they were 

eclipsed by the very, very bad 
ones - until she began to see 
things that further opened her 
eyes.

We’ve all had times in our 
lives when nothing goes right. 
“Welcome to My Breakdown,” 
shows what it feels like when 
one of Those Days lasts for 
years.

Indeed, although it’s hard to 
accurately explain the depths 
of depression or grief, au-
thor Benilde Little still gives 
readers a good sense of the 
senseless, and of the confu-
sion that’s felt when one is 
completely, totally powerless 
to explain why certain harm-
ful emotions are so sticky and 
can’t abate. 

We’re also taken on a trip 
through a few of the various 
treatments that work - and 
don’t - before Little finds a 
shaky conclusion.

Be aware that there’s quite 
a bit of back-story filler and 
empty name-dropping here 
but since this book could be a 
comfort to anyone experienc-
ing grief or depression, the 
pay-off might be worth the 
journey.

For that person, “Welcome 
to My Breakdown” could be a 
memoir well-read.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

Wesley Snipes invades TV with 
first trailer for NBC’s ‘The Player’

New Janet Jackson album to drop July 10 on Atlantic?

Wesley Snipes is coming 
to TV screens near you with 
a starring role in NBC’s new 
show “The Player,” which 
comes from the producers of 
“The Blacklist” and “Lever-
age.”

According to Shadow and 
Act, the series, which was ini-
tially titled “Endgame,” stars 
Snipes as the “pit boss” of a 
high stakes game that a former 
military operative turned secu-
rity expert (Philip Winchester) 
is drawn into.

The game in question in-
volves an organization of 
wealthy individuals who 
gamble on the ability of Win-
chester’s character to stop 
some of the biggest crimes 
imaginable from playing out.

Described by NBC as an ac-
tion-packed Las Vegas thriller, 
“The Player” also features 
Damon Gupton and Charity 
Wakefield. Executive produc-
ers for the show include direc-
tor Bharat Nalluri, John Davis, 

John Fox and John Rogers, 
who also serves as writer.

“The Player” is among 
the shows NBC has ordered 
for the upcoming TV sea-
son. Viewers can look for the 
thriller on Thursday nights as 
it occupies the 10 p.m. slot and 
will compete for viewers with 
ABC’s “How to Get Away 

with Murder.”
Snipes’ starring role in the 

“The Players comes amid 
news of him inking a first-look 
deal with Sony Pictures Tele-
vision earlier this year. With 
the deal, the actor will develop 
and produce a diverse slate of 
projects, via his Maandi Me-
dia shingle.

There are reports floating around that 
Janet Jackson has signed a new deal 
with Atlantic Records and may finally 
have new music out by the end of this 
summer…all based on a photograph of 
a concert schedule:

This pic popped up online, suppos-
edly from Atlantic depicting a list of 
album release dates from their roster. 
It has Janet Jackson’s name under July 
10.

The pic sent Janet Jackson fan sites 
and blogs into motion, contacting re-
cord store outlets to check if Janet is 
also on their summer schedules.

Janet’s fan forum on website Ste-
reogum, claims pre-orders will be 
available by July 7.

The forum Janet.Club.com posted a 
photo of an album box with “reserve 
your copy today” written on it, in what 
looks like a record store. The Twitter 
post accompanying the photo read: ” 

@harmonicait …Call the FYE in BK-
LYN and ask if Janet is in their release 
sched. They say yes. From the store… 
(sic)”

Neither Janet nor her label represen-
tatives have confirmed any of this.

The singer has been keeping a low 
profile since marrying Wissam Al 
Mana, but B. Scott is reporting that 
the star will release a follow up to her 
2008 album “Discipline,” which was 
released via Island.

Snipes

Wissam Al Mana and Janet Jackson attend the 
Giorgio Armani 40th Anniversary Dinner Recep-
tion at Nobu on April 29, 2015 in Milan, ItalyConcert schedule

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

Jennifer Hudson, Common, 
Samuel L. Jackson join 
Spike Lee’s ‘Chiraq’

Chicago natives Jennifer Hud-
son, Common have been cast in 
Spike Lee’s upcoming film “Chi-
raq,” according to Screen Daily.

Also slated to appear are John 
Cusack, Jeremy Piven and Sam-
uel L. Jackson. Despite early 
reports, Chicago native Kanye 
West will not appear in the film.

An update on the plot has also 
been released. It’s now billed as 
a “musical comedy” based on 
Aristophanes’ classic Greek play 
Lysistrata, where the women 
of ancient Greece withheld sex 
from the men to force a peace 
treaty ending the Peloponnesian 
War.

Lee’s version substitutes Chi-
cago for Athens and gang vio-
lence for city-state violence.

The project, produced by Am-
azon Studios, is currently being 
shopped for international distri-
bution at Cannes. Common, Jennifer Hudson

eurweb.com
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Chicago-based business executive 
and noted philanthropist Veranda 
L. Dickens is Executive Chair and 
Majority Shareholder of Seaway Bank 
and Trust Company the largest African-
American and woman owned bank in 
the nation. In April 2014, she became 
only the fourth board chair – and the 
first woman to hold the position since 

the bank was founded in 1965. She succeeded her late 
husband, longtime Seaway Chairman Jacoby Dickens.

Immediately upon her appointment, Ms. Dickens implemented 
a turnaround plan for the bank that included hiring a 
structuring team and bringing in a new management team. 
Ms. Dickens is responsible for developing a vision and 
strategy to take Seaway into the future, a plan she calls 
Seaway 2.0. She also maintains overall responsibility for 
ensuring that board members and the executive management 
team possess the necessary skills to execute that strategy, 
as well as ensuring that the bank complies with all applicable 
laws and regulations. She serves on all board committees 
except the audit and compensation committee. During her 
brief tenure as an ambassador for Seaway, she has cultivated 
relationships and business with national corporations, 
government agencies and individual’s to position the bank 
for future growth and restore it as a leader in the community 
banking industry.

As a former public administrator, Ms. Dickens served as 
Executive Director for the Township of Evanston (Illinois). 
Earlier in her career, she held positions including assistant 
regional director for Chicago-based Joint Action in Community 
Service; executive director of the Peter Claver Center (in 
Joliet, Illinois); and assistant director for Joliet-Will County 
(Illinois) Community Action Agency.

In her role as a philanthropist, Ms. Dickens supports and 
donates time to numerous organizations including: Chicago 
State University Foundation, the Southside Community Arts 
Center, Link Unlimited (based in Illinois); The HistoryMakers 
(Chicago); The Chicago Alumni Chapter of Tougaloo College; 
Girl Scouts Council of Tropical Florida; The Fisher Island 
Philanthropic Fund; and a number of other worthwhile 
organizations.

Member of the Business Leadership Council and in 2014 
she was honored by the Common Ground Foundation as 
Business Leader of the Year.
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FRESH

GROUND
CHUCK  

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$349

FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$149

FRESH  FRYER

LEG
QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$599
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$899

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$429

SAVE  ON 

FRYER  
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$279

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$229

FRESH  FROZEN

BABY  BACK
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$349

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$479

YELLOW,  WHITE,  FRIED,  IN  BUTTER

MC  KENZIE'S
CHUB  CORN

16 - 20  OZ.

$100

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
SOFT  DRINKS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

2/$5

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SPRING
WATER

24  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTL.

$299

SAVE  ON  IMPERIAL  MARGARINE

QUARTERS
16  OZ. ...................................... 

3/$2
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SWEET  OR  BUTTERMILK

BISCUITS
4  PACK  10  CT.  CANS .......................

2/$3
ASSORTED  ACTIVIA

YOGURT
4  CT.  4  OZ.  CUPS ......................... 

2/$4
BRIGHT  &  EARLY  

BREAKFAST
DRINK
59  OZ.  ................................... 99¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

SHREDDED
CHEESE
12  OZ. ...................................... 

$239

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  GRADE  A

CRINKLE  CUT
POTATOES
5  LB.  BAG ..................................

$399

ASSORTED

HUNGRY  MAN
DINNERS
14 - 16  OZ. ..................................

2/$5
MARY  B'S 

FROZEN
BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ. ................................. 

$279

piggly wiggly

SWEET  PERSONAL

WATERMELONS
EACH

$399

RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
POUND

69¢
FRESH

BROCCOLI
BUNCHES

2/$4
NEW  CROP  VIDALIA

ONIONS
POUND

69¢

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$129

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


