
The Jackson (MS) Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc. is inviting the public to 
“Orange the World” by participating 
in a 5K Run/Walk at 8 a.m. followed 
by a Health an Wellness Expo from 9 
a.m. until noon Saturday, March 25, 
2017 at 8 a.m. at Tougaloo College.

The DST Orange the World event 
is designed to raise awareness to end 
violence against women and girls 
and support the 2008 United Nations 
launch of UNiTE to End Violence 
Against Women campaign. The 
campaign’s aim is to raise public 
awareness and increase political will 
and resources for preventing and 
ending all forms of violence against 
women and girls in all parts of the 
world. 

The campaign also proclaims ev-
ery 25th of the month as “Orange 

Day” – a day to take action to raise 
awareness to end the violence against 
women and girls, end poverty and 
hunger, and provide equitable access 
to quality education, health services 
and employment opportunities

The Jackson (MS) Alumnae 
Chapter’s Social Action and In-
ternational Awareness committees 
promote Orange Day activities on 
the 25th of each month. Orange Day 
calls upon activists, governments 
and UN partners to mobilize people 
and highlight issues relevant to pre-
venting and ending violence against 
women and girls.

The color orange was selected 
because it is a bright and optimistic 
color and it represents a future free 
from violence against women and 
girls. 
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40K residents could be without water Nissan officials are not opposed to unions

More than two-thousand peo-
ple gathered in Canton, Missis-
sippi, March 4, to show support 
and stand in solidarity with those 
[not all employees agree] Nissan 
workers, who want to unionize 
its plant workforce. The ‘March 
on Mississippi’ rally, organized 
by the United Auto Workers, 
brought with them United States 
Senator and former presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders (I-
Vermont), United States Con-
gressman Bennie Thompson 
(D-Mississippi), actor Danny 
Glover and NAACP national 
president and Jackson State 
University alum Cornell Brooks 
all of whom spoke in favor of a 
union and called for an end to the 
alleged intimidation measures 
that workers who favor a union, 
claim they experience, [claims 
Nissan vehemently deny].

“I work at Nissan, in the plant 
everyday and I can tell you fear 
and intimidation are real and on 
‘automatic,’ wrote Terence Wil-
liams on social media.

Williams said the workers 
that aren’t afraid of speaking up 
are working inside to organize. 
“There are those of us that are 
doing the heavy lifting on the 
inside…you’ve got to ask your-
self, if 42 out of 45 Nissan plants 
can have a union, why not Mis-
sissippi?” he wrote.

Thompson echoed Williams’ 
sentiments.

“If I can build a car, don’t you 
think I’d have sense enough to 
be able to decide whether to join 
a union,” Thompson said sarcas-
tically to a cheering crowd. 

Nissan maintains that they are 
not anti-union and that it is the 
responsibility of UAW to get 
enough workers signed up to 
take a vote.

“We support our employees 

and we support a safe work-
ing environment,” said Rodney 
Francis, Human Resources di-
rector at the Canton facility. “We 
would never stand in the way of 
that, in fact, the burden to call 
for a vote and get the required 
number of signatures from the 
employees rests solely with 
the union and the workers. We 
would never receive any paper-
work with any of that informa-
tion…we would never see any of 

that.”
At the conclusion of the pre-

rally organizers asked all Nissan 
workers to line up first for the 
march. Though hard to actually 
identify, safe estimates would 
put that number between 30-50 
workers visibly in attendance. 
Some second tier organizers say 
more were there and could be 

By Othor Cain
Editor

Workers at Nissan in Canton 
gets star power support

Thousands take the 2 mile walk to the Canton Nissan plant.

Nissan
Continued on page 3

Local sorority host 
‘Orange the World’ 
walk to raise awareness

Walk
Continued on page 3

The City of Jackson will 
begin emergency repair work 
on the 48-inch concrete pipe 
off Forest Avenue, Friday, 
March 10. This work could 
impact nearly 40K residents. 
The water main repair will 
require the temporary closure 
of water valves, beginning 
at 3 p.m. The water outage 
is expected to affect City of 
Jackson surface water cus-
tomers in areas of south and 
west Jackson.

The contractor is expected 
to complete the repair work 
by 3 p.m. Sunday, March 12. 

The entire area will be under a 
boil water notice immediately 
following the repair until the 
Mississippi State Department 
of Health notifies the City 
that water samples are clear, 
which usually takes 24 hours.

The city has set up ways for 
residents to stay engaged in 
the process and chart updates. 
Residents are encouraged to 
sign up for Code Red, the 
City emergency alert system, 
by visiting www.jacksonms.
gov and clicking the Code 
Red icon. The system will be 

Water
Continued on page 3

Pallets of water inside Kroger Grocery Store at its I-55 location in Jackson

Jackson areas marked with orange flags likely to be affected by work.

City of Jackson 
to do repair work 
on waterline

By Othor Cain
Editor

Book Review:
“Madame President: 
The Extraordinary Journey 
of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf”

Page 18

Gov. Phil Bryant an-
nounced March 6 that he 
has appointed Pelicia Hall 
commissioner of the Mis-

sissippi Department of 
Corrections. Hall replaces 
Marshall Fisher, who was 
recently appointed com-
missioner of the Missis-

sippi Department of Pub-
lic Safety. Hall has served 

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Governor Phil Bryant appoints 
Pelicia Hall commissioner

Hall
Continued on page 3
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Don’t forget . . . 
Set your clocks 
forward one hour 
before going to bed 
on Saturday night.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Partnering 
with 100 Black Men of America, Nis-
san North America hosted its fourth 
annual Resume Challenge for Afri-
can-American high school juniors and 
seniors from six U.S. cities including 
Jackson, Miss. The Resume Chal-
lenge is just one important way the 
automaker recognized Black History 
Month.

“While celebrating African-Amer-
ican history is an integral piece of 
Nissan’s Black History Month ob-
servances, helping to prepare tomor-
row’s black history makers is equally 
important to us,” said Jeffrey Webster, 
Nissan’s director of Diversity and In-
clusion.

The Jackson students who partici-
pated in the Resume Challenge first 
participated in a two-day develop-
mental workshop during which they 
received career coaching from Nissan 
employees who worked with the teens 
on such things as writing a resume and 
a cover letter, and how to prepare for a 
job interview. The students were then 
tasked with creating their own resume. 

Nissan invited the 10 Jackson stu-
dents whose resumes stood out to its 
headquarters office in Franklin, Ten-
nessee, where they joined teens from 
Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Nashville 
and Washington, D.C., where Nissan 
also hosted Resume Challenges.

Over two days, the students toured 
Nissan headquarters, met with Nissan 
employees from different departments 
as well as Nashville community lead-

ers, and visited the company’s Smyrna 
Vehicle Assembly Plant for an inside 
look at the facility that produces the 
Nissan Rogue, Altima and LEAF 
among other models.

“It’s a really special partnership 
we’ve forged with 100 Black Men 
of America that allows us to expose 
black teens to the inner workings of 
a major corporation,” said Webster. 
“These students also get invaluable 
career readiness training from sea-
soned professionals.”

With the tagline of “What they see 
is what they’ll be,” 100 Black Men of 
America is a men’s civic organization 
founded in 1963 to educate and em-
power African-American children and 
teens. Since then, it has formed more 
than 100 chapters around the country 
including the 100 Black Men of Jack-
son. The local organization recruited 
the students who participated in the 
Resume Challenge.

“We’re proud to partner with Nis-
san, an organization with a significant 
presence here in the Jackson area,” 
said Donnell Lewis, president of the 
100 Black Men of Jackson. “Our 
youth all came away from this expe-
rience with invaluable knowledge to 
help them on their way in life.”

Also during Black History Month, 
Nissan produced three video vignettes 
featuring prominent African-Ameri-
can entertainers and change makers. 
Lance Gross, Laz Alonso and Jurnee 
Smollet-Bell all shared their mission 
to help other African Americans real-
ize their full potential.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Nissan and 100 Black 
Men partner to send 
teens to Nashville



used to notify customers about 
the water outage and the subse-
quent boil water notices.

Residents are also encour-
aged to begin taking steps to 
prepare for the water outage by 
filling empty containers with 
tap water and purchasing bot-
tled water. Residents can also 
fill their tubs with water for 
household needs.

The City has a limited sup-
ply of bottled water for distri-
bution, one case per household. 
The water will be distributed at 
three locations including: Pre-
cinct 1, 810 Cooper Road; Pre-
cinct 2, located at Metrocenter 

Mall, and the Mississippi Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium, 2531 
N. State St., the West Street 
entrance. The water will be 
distributed Friday, March 10, 
from noon until 6 p.m. and Sat-
urday, beginning at 8 a.m. as 
long as supplies last.

The Department of Human 
and Cultural Services will pro-
vide a case of water to vulner-
able adults.

Roderick Richardson, pastor 
of The Word Center Church, 
organized his members and 
they got ahead of the water 
situation in Jackson. “It is im-
portant that we all get involved 

and help, he said. “There’s a 
real need in this City.” Word 
Center thus far has given away 
10 tons of water.

City officials said if you 
were impacted by the water 
repairs done at this same lo-
cation nearly two weeks ago, 
you should be prepared to lose 
pressure or be without water 
this time as well. The areas that 
will be impacted most is South 
and West Jackson.

Residents needing assistance 
from the city or ones that re-
quire special assistance should 
call 601-960-0335 for more in-
formation.

Nissan
Continued from page 1

Walk
Continued from page 1

Hall
Continued from page 1

as interim MDOC commis-
sioner since late January. 
Previously, Hall served as 
Fisher’s chief of staff.

In her role as commis-
sioner, Hall will oversee 
more than 2,200 employees, 
three state prisons, three pri-
vate prisons, 15 regional fa-
cilities, 10 community work 
centers, three technical viola-
tion centers and four restitu-
tion centers.

“Pelicia’s previous experi-
ence within the Department 
of Corrections has made it 
clear that she is the perfect 
choice to lead the agency,” 
Gov. Bryant said. “I know 
she will continue her out-
standing service to the peo-
ple of Mississippi, and I am 
delighted she has agreed to 
accept this appointment.”

Hall is former lead coun-
sel for the Mississippi Bu-
reau of Narcotics. She has 
15 years of legal experience 

in the government and pri-
vate sectors in a wide vari-
ety of disciplines. She has 
litigated cases in federal 
and state courts and served 
as both a special assistant 
United States attorney and 
as a special assistant attorney 
general with the Office of the 
Mississippi Attorney Gen-
eral. The MDOC was one of 
the agencies she represented 
during her nearly three years 
as a state attorney.

Hall assumed the state 
position after six years with 
the private Jackson law firm 
of Page, Kruger & Holland, 
where she litigated cases 
involving personal injury 
claims, employment discrim-
ination, contract disputes, 
products liability, premises 
liability, insurance coverage 
and general tort litigation.

She learned about both 
civil and criminal matters as 
a law clerk for the U.S. Attor-

ney’s Office for the Southern 
District of Mississippi and 
Hinds County Circuit Court. 
Hall clerked two years for 
Circuit Judge Tomie Green.

A graduate of Mississip-
pi College School of Law, 
Hall was the recipient of 
the American Jurisprudence 
Award in Real Estate Finance 
& Development. She earned 
her bachelor of arts degree 
from Alcorn State Universi-
ty, where she graduated cum 
laude in political science.

Hall is admitted to practice 
in Mississippi and before the 
United States Court of Ap-
peals and the United States 
District Court. She is a mem-
ber of the Mississippi Bar 
Association, National Bar 
Association, Magnolia Bar 
Association, Capital Area 
Bar Association, Mississippi 
Women Lawyers Associa-
tion and the American Bar 
Association.x

identified by a yellow-wrist-
band. Less than two percent of 
rally participants were eligible 
to vote because only workers 
can vote. No vote has ever 
been taken.

The Canton facility opened 
in 2003 and employs 6,400 
people. Thirty percent of the 
workforce, or 1,920 employ-
ees, would have to agree to a 
vote for one to be taken. To 
date, union workers have been 
unsuccessful in securing the 
required number of signatures. 

In a released statement af-
ter the march, Nissan shared, 
“The allegations made by the 
union are totally false. The 
UAW has admitted that these 
efforts are part of a campaign 
to pressure the company into 
recognizing a union, even 
without employee support. 
Nissan respects and values 
the Canton workforce, and our 
history reflects that we recog-
nize the employees’ rights to 
decide for themselves whether 
or not to have third-party rep-
resentation.”

Like Williams, Sanders also 
talked about Nissan plants 
around the world being or-
ganized and a part of unions. 
Sanders highlighted that every 
Nissan plant had unions ex-
cept in the United States and 
that employees earned more.

“Twenty seven percent 
of the people in unions earn 
higher wages than those that 
are not,” Sanders said. “The 
reason that we see so much 
anti-union activity on the part 
of large corporations is pretty 
simple: they want to see all of 
the profits go to the people on 
top and to their stockholders 
rather than to the workers.”

Nissan officials said the 
governing rules for estab-
lishing a union in the United 
States are different.

“The establishment of 
unions in other countries 
around the world is much dif-
ferent from the established 
process with the National La-
bor Relations Board,” shared 
Parul Bajaj, manager of cor-
porate communications, via 
email. “In the U.S., employees 
decide who should or should 
not represent them. Nissan 
respects and supports employ-

ees in this process.”
Safety is a big concern.
Travis Park, a current em-

ployee at Nissan, told the 
crowd he witnessed the al-
leged incident involving Der-
ick Whiting. Based on alleged 
accounts, when Whiting, a 
Nissan employee, passed out 
on the manufacturing floor 
in 2015, eventually dying, 
his colleagues were forced to 
continue working on their as-
sembly lines.

“I was there. I saw him lay-
ing on the floor. And they’re 
telling me I’m lying,” Parks 
said.

Another Nissan employee 
who was also there, spoke 
on the conditions of anonym-
ity for fear of backlash from 
fellow employees, flatly de-
nied this claim. “You have 
to understand how the line 
works, it may have appeared 
it was still running because 
even when you shut it down 
or turn it off, it doesn’t come 
to a complete stop automati-
cally, it slows down and then 
eventually stops,” she said. “I 
support whats fair and just and 
support employees speaking 
out….I just think you have to 
be honest.”

Nissan officials also refutes 

the claim.
In response to our email 

questions about Whiting, Ba-
jaj, citing medical privacy laws 
and pending litigation shared, 
“Organizers continue to tell 
the false story that the line 
continued to run after Whiting 
collapsed and required emer-
gency medical attention. His 
co-workers stopped the line 
and did all that they could to 
help him. He was quickly in 
the care of trained personnel 
until the EMS transported him 
to the hospital. These false 
claims are insulting to those 
employees who offered aid in 
that situation.”

Next steps.
Organizers at the conclu-

sion of the march, said they 
planned to deliver a letter to 
Nissan that included demands 
that the company ‘immedi-
ately cease intimidation and 
threats by plant managers 
against those employees want-
ing to unionize.’

We reached out to Nissan 
just before our press deadline 
Wednesday (March 8) and 
both Francis (Canton plant) 
and Jose Munoz, chairman of 
Nissan North America based 
in Franklin, Tenn., said neither 
facility had received a letter.

Pre-registration run/walk fees 
are $15-$25 and $30 onsite; all 
ages are welcome. Free expo ac-
tivities include health screenings, 
fitness demonstrations, nutrition 
advice, mental health screenings, 
chair massages, door prizes, etc. 
Free t-shirts for the first 200 en-
trants.

The Mississippi Track Club will 

direct the race.
The Jackson (MS) Alumnae 

Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc. was chartered in 1941 
and currently has 300 members, 
with a service area that includes 
metro-Jackson and Rankin Coun-
ty. Denise Griffin-Whittington is 
the Chapter president. 

For information about the soror-

ity, contact, Jackson (MS) Alum-
nae Chapter President Denise 
Griffin-Whittington, 601-259-
2429. 

For information about the 
run/walk, contact Gwen Handy 
or Rosie Harper via email at 
JMACDST5K@gmail.com or go 
to the Chapter website www.jack-
sonmsalumnae.org.
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Water
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Member of the Word Center Church prepares to distribute water in Jackson.
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Dedication of Bankers 
Build Habitat House

Seven banking institutions partnered for a second year in a row with Habitat for Humanity Mississippi 
Capital Area (HFHMCA) to build a home for a family in need of a safe, decent, affordable home. Partici-
pating in the recent dedication of the completed home were Melanie Morgan, Trustmark; Ashley Avery, 
HFHMCA; Candace Simmons, Regions; David Barrentine, BancorpSouth and HFHMCA Board mem-
ber; Larry Ratzlaff, Origin Bank and president of the HFHMCA Board; Leland Rogers, HFHMCA Board 
member; Nathan Best, First Commercial Bank; new homeowner Annie Marie White; Bob Drinkwater, 
HFHMCA Board member; Jerry Host, Trustmark; Jason Walker, BancorpSouth; George Broadstreet, 
Renasant Bank; Bill Thompson, HFHMCA; Merrill McKewen, HFHMCA’s executive director; Robert 
Leard, Regions and HFHMCA Board member; Stacey Hight and Tyna McNealy, HFHMCA.

New Habitat homeowner Annie Marie White knows that safe and stable housing is essential to the 
healthy growth and development of her daughter ZaLiyah and son Zverian.

Pictured are McKenzie Brown and Shelia 
Readirs.

Pictured are Vargage Ervin and Modes-
tine McCloud. 
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Judah school of Performing 
Arts debuted its ‘Journey to 
Freedom’ production, written 
and directed by Monica Jones, 
at Northwest Rankin High 
School Performing Arts Build-
ing (Flowood, Miss.) February 
26.

The stellar-performance, 
sold out production, reflected 
the brutal treatment of the 
African-American race dur-
ing slavery which gave rise 
to slave revolts, freedom, dis-
crimination and determination.

Narration, song, choreogra-
phy, and oratory were the driv-
ing mechanisms of this drama-
tization. Journey to Freedom’s 
fast-paced focus, kept the 
audience searching for what 
would happen next.

Victor Nelson’s “Cotton 
Field” song gave rise to a 
solo choreographic act done 
by Jackson State University 
student, Jasmin Jones, who 
is a health, physical educa-
tion, and recreation major. The 
Negro spiritual “Wade in the 
Water” ushered choreographic 
interpretations by Leaps of 
Faith, Inc. and Judah. Princess 
Jones, Hinds Community Col-
lege biology major and gradu-
ate, danced to Nina Simone’s 
song, “Strange Fruit.” Further 
into the production these two 
groups did a heart-fetching 
rendition of “Didn’t My Lord 
Deliver Daniel.”

Hip Hop and lyrical danc-
ers glided across the stage as 
soloist Jerrica Stimage led the 
audience and Hinds Commu-
nity College Chorale (Utica 
campus) into the song “Oh 
Freedom.”

During a recording of the 
legendary James Brown’s “I’m 
Black and I’m Proud,” the fol-
lowing children, dressed in 
black and sunglasses, captivat-
ed the crowd with their swift, 
soulful struts: Laila Hayes, 
Alyson Henson, Arianna Hop-
son, Heidi Johnson, Macie 
McClenty, Harmony Ragsdale, 
Riley Sellers, Kaitlyn Sellers, 
Sophia Stasher and Ashlynn 
Walker.

A quiz session occurred dur-
ing the latter portion of Jour-
ney to Freedom. Cast members 
demonstrated knowledge of 
their heritage as the question 
“Do you know your black 
history?” was raised. Those 
who participated were: Mario 
Brown III and Jasmin Jones, 
instructors; Chesani Banks, 
Nyla Brown, Chelsey Court-
ney, Jordan Grifith, Aaryka 
Handy, Sydney Horton, Saree’ 
Jackson, Taylor Joyner, Ad-
dison Lloyd, Amiah Lloyd, 
Karizzma Martin, Seren-
ity Martin, MaKayla McCray, 

Jenniya Milton, Schvaie Moat-
on, Ni’Sya Stapleon, Shekinah 
Stapleton, Dwendolyn Tay-
lor, Makya Taylor and Zariah 
Walker.

The historical context of the 
African-American legacy was 
researched, written and co-
narrated by Tahlor Riveria, a 
sophomore creative writing 
major at Belhaven University 
and Janice K. Neal-Vincent.

Monica Jones explained that 
she decided to do Journey to 
Freedom “to help educate our 
children about their history…
I learned many didn’t know 
about their ancestors and if 
we don’t teach and affirm in 
our children the rich legacy 
that they come from, then who 
will? I didn’t just want to pur-
sue a production, but I wanted 
people to be empowered and 
inspired from learning about 
others who paved the way to-
wards our freedom. Together, 
we experienced the oppressive 
history, the triumphant and 
rewarding accomplishments 
of our ancestors and the pave-
ment of a glorious future for 
generations to come.”

Jones has been teaching and 

dancing for seventeen years. “I 
felt the need to open a perform-
ing arts school in the heart of 
the south Jackson area. Oppor-
tunities in the arts are afforded 
in the northern areas. I wanted 
the children of south Jackson 
to have the same opportunity. 
Our motto is “Reviving Gen-
erations through the Arts.” 
Our children love expression 
and we want to provide them 
avenues to do so.”

The director desires to im-
pact and inform the world 
about the African-American 
heritage. She claims that 
should the opportunity present 
itself, she would love to take 
the show on the road.

Monica Jones operates with 
a staff of four: Amber Jones 
(African Dance, Creative 
Movement, and Lyrical Dance 
instructor); Princess Jones 
(Ballet and Pointe instructor); 
Jasmin Jones (Hip Hop); and 
Mario Brown (Hip Hop).

Judah School of Performing 
Arts is located in the Jackson 
Square Promenade, 2460 Terry 
Road, Jackson, Miss 39204. 

For inquiries, contact Moni-
ca Jones at 601-624-7078.

Judah School of Performing Arts honors Black 
History Month with ‘Journey to Freedom’ production
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Alvin Ailey’s African Dance

Negro Spiritual ‘Wade in the Water’ interpretive dance

Orations honoring Frederick Douglass, Nelson Mandela, Harriet Tubman, Fannie Lou Hamer, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., President Barack Obama, et alia, “Because of Them We Can”

Children singing freedom songs Children performing to the legendary James Brown’s 
“I’m Black and I’m Proud”

Children and youth dancers



More than 130 JPS gifted students 
competed in the Open Doors Chess 
Tournament held February 24, 2017. 
Competitors in grades 3–5 took part in 
the daylong event at the JSU Missis-
sippi e-Center. The winners were an-

nounced at the end of the five rounds 
of play.

Chess has long been used to support 
learning in JPS gifted classrooms. 
The skills that students learn playing 
chess, like concentration and decision-
making strategies, may transfer to aca-

demic subjects such as mathematics.
Chess can provide an alternative 

educational teaching strategy to assist 
students in becoming familiar with 
mathematical concepts and practices. 
Those benefits boost confidence and 
improve academic performance.

EDUCATION
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Forest Hill High School se-
niors Sylvionna Horton and Mar-
tio Silas recently scored a 30 on 
the reading portion of the ACT. 
Both Horton and Silas achieved 
composite scores above the na-
tional average – Silas scored a 21 
and Horton 26. Still, these high-
achievers intend to test again to 
increase their composite scores.

“Math and science are my fa-
vorite subjects so I was surprised 
but glad to see my reading score 
was a 30,” said Silas.

“I always work hard, and 
knowing that I did well on this 
one just makes me want to work 
harder,” said Horton.

Silas is a JROTC cadet at For-
est Hill. He has enlisted in the 
Army and plans to attend college. 
Horton plans to attend Tougaloo 
College on an academic scholar-
ship after graduation.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Forest Hill seniors score 
30 on ACT in reading

Sylvionna Horton and Martio Silas, Forest Hill scholars who scored 30 on the Reading 
portion of the ACT.

The Jackson Public Schools Office 
of Partners in Education recognized its 
community partners and contributors at 
the annual Highlight Awards Breakfast 
held February 23, 2017, at the Jackson 
Convention Complex. 

Themed “All Hands on Deck,” the 
program honored the businesses, or-
ganizations, faith-based institutions, 
and individuals throughout the Greater 
Jackson area who have partnered with 
Jackson Public Schools with the goal 
of enhancing the educational experi-
ences of our scholars.

Steven James of Allstate presented 
the Allstate Outstanding Partnership 
Award to the University of Mississip-
pi Medical Center. Tammy Dempsey, 
director of Community Engagement 
and Service Learning, and Janet Har-
ris, professor of Nursing and Associate 
Dean, accepted the award.

The UMMC activities with JPS seek 
to address health needs comprehen-
sively through prevention, education 
and direct services, such as school-
based clinics, sports medicine services, 
and dental school services. Further-
more, UMMC’s programs in JPS aim 
to increase diversity and inclusion of 
underrepresented groups in the health 
workforce by stimulating interest in 
students via career development and 
health academies as well as to support 
faculty in the sciences through profes-
sional development.

UMMC is celebrating 25 years as a 
partner with JPS through the Base Pair 
program. Its contributions include es-
tablishing health clinics in support of 
health academies at JPS high schools, 
and annual donations of flu-prevention 
supplies to the PIE store. Additionally, 
over 60 of their current staff and stu-
dents provide weekly tutoring sessions 
to JPS first graders through the Tutor-
Mate program.

Anniversary awards were presented 
in recognition of partnerships that 
have reached significant milestones. 
Presenters also recognized Campus 
Contacts and Adopter Coordinators for 
their commitment of time, ideas and 
other resources that drive successful 
partnerships.

“We could not do this work without 
you all,” said JPS Interim Superinten-
dent and guest speaker Freddrick Mur-
ray. “To get things done, it takes every-
one working together with all hands on 
deck moving the district forward.”

The program included presentations 
from JPS School Board Secretary Ca-
mille Stutts Simms, Mayor Tony Yar-
ber, Jackson Convention Complex 
General Manager Al Rojas, and Metro 
Chamber Partnership Vice President 
and PIE Board member Cynthia Bu-
chanan Watkins. Rev. Charles Pep-
per, youth pastor at New Hope Baptist 
Church, delivered the invocation.

Restaurateur Jeff Good, who served 
as the program’s master of ceremonies, 
presented awards along with Partners 
in Education Director Thea Faulkner.

JPS students also contributed to the 
success of the Highlight Awards pro-
gram. Career Development Center cu-
linary arts students greeted guests and 
provided meal service for the break-
fast. The Jim Hill High School Male 
Quartet performed a capella musical 
selections to the delight of attendees. 
The Provine High School JROTC car-
ried out the Presentation of Colors and 
Northwest IB Middle School student 
Jadyn Anthony delivered the Pledge 
of Allegiance in English, French and 
Spanish.

Partners in Education connects 
schools with the community through 
several programs that contribute to the 
success of JPS schools. There are plen-
ty of opportunities for interested orga-
nizations and individuals to contribute 
through giving, volunteering, and part-
nering with JPS schools.

2016-2017 Partnership Anniver-
sary Awards

35 Years
 • Atmos Energy (Career Develop-

ment Center)
 • Entergy, Inc. (Wingfield High 

School)
 • Fondren Presbyterian Church 

(George Elementary School)
 • Merit Health (Peeples Middle 

School)
 • St. Dominic Hospital (Hardy Mid-

dle School)
30 Years
 • Southern Farm Bureau Life 

Ins. Company (Watkins Elementary 
School)

20 Years
 • Sam’s Club, Madison location 

(Northwest IB Middle School)
10 Years
 • BankPlus, (Jim Hill High School)
 • Trinity Presbyterian Church/Sons 

of the King (McLeod Elementary 
School)

 • Farish Street Baptist Church (Row-
an Middle School)

 • National Council of Negro Women 
(Watkins Elementary School)

5 Years
 • Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 

Beta Alpha Chapter (Johnson Elemen-
tary School)

 • Magnolia Federal Credit Union 
(Kirksey Middle School)

 • New Horizons Church (Lee El-
ementary School)

 • Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
Rho Lambda Omega Chapter (Oak 
Forest Elementary School)

 • Home Depot, North Jackson (Wat-
kins Elementary School)

 • Allstate Insurance, Steven James 
Agency (Whitten Middle School)

 • Walgreens, Terry Road (Whitten 
Middle School)

 • Salvation Army (North Jackson El-
ementary School)

 • Word of Life Church (Poindexter 
Elementary School)

For information on partnering with 
Jackson Public Schools, please contact 
the Office of Partners in Education at 
(601) 960-8905.

JPS honors progress 
through partnership 
at annual breakfast

Kirksey, Casey winners of 
2017 chess tournament
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1st Place Elementary – Casey

Steven James of Allstate, left, presented the Allstate Outstanding Partnership Award 
to Tammy Dempsey and Janet Harris of UMMC.

1st Place – Kirksey

2017 JPS Open Doors Chess Tournament Results



Darnell Pratt, a 2011 grad-
uate of Alcorn State Uni-
versity and attorney at Sim-
mons and Simmons, PLLC 
in Greenville, Miss., wants 
to see those with a criminal 
record get a second chance to 
live their lives to the fullest.

“Fleeting mistakes should 
not have a life long effect,” 
said Pratt, a Leland, Miss. 
native. “Every day, we grow 
and evolve into what I hope is 
a better version of self. I don’t 
think anyone would want the 
world to equate what they 
may have done at 18 to whom 
they are at 35, or want an iso-
lated mistake to continue to 
shape their future. Everyone 
deserves a second chance be-

cause we are human, which 
makes us fallible and subject 
to mistakes.”

The Mississippi Bar As-
sociation brought its fourth 
annual Restoration Day 
Statewide Expungement 
Clinics to Vicksburg, Miss. 

Saturday, March 4. The clin-
ic was held at the Vicksburg 
Municipal Courtroom. Pratt, 
who earned his bachelor’s 
degree in political science, is 
the statewide coordinator for 
the events.

The purpose of the ex-
pungement clinic is to erase 
past fellow charges from an 
individual’s record.

Currently, under Missis-
sippi Law, there are seven 
felony convictions that are 
expungeable five years af-
ter the completion of all 
terms and conditions of the 
sentence: Felony worthless 
check, possession of a con-
trolled substance (simple 
possession, not with intent 
or manufacturing charges), 

false pretense, grand larceny, 
malicious mischief, shoplift-
ing and first time DUI.

Attorneys drafted the 
necessary paperwork for 
participants to obtain an 
expungement for free. The 
participants will be required 
to pay the filing fee to have 
their paperwork filed in the 
respective court where they 
received their charge.

With the clinics, Pratt is 
reaching out in an attempt to 
help those with criminal re-
cords get a new lease on life. 
He wants to help clear their 
name so that they can enjoy 
the same liberties as those 
without a criminal past.

Pratt feels proud to be in a 
position to help those in need.

“There’s no better feeling 
than to use the skills that 
you have acquired through 
education for good and to 
actually see change being ef-
fectuated. Many people that 
need expungements cannot 
afford the cost of obtaining 
an attorney and having the 
process completed. It makes 
me extremely happy, and I 
am ever so thankful for the 
volunteer attorneys that are 
not only giving their time, 
but also giving up potential 
revenue that they could have 
charged clients for this type 
of service.”

Expungement clinics were 
also be held in DeSoto, Har-
rison and Washington coun-
ties March 4.

RAYMOND – Hinds Community Col-
lege Vice President Debra Mays-Jackson of 
Jackson is among 24 college administrators 
nationwide who will be honored with the 
2017 Distinguished College Administrator 
Award presented by Phi Theta Kappa next 
month.

Mays-Jackson has 
been vice president for 
the Utica and Vicks-
burg-Warren campus-
es since July 2013. The 
award will be present-
ed to her at the April 
6-8 Phi Theta Kappa 
annual convention in 
Nashville. The Distin-
guished College Administrator Award is 
given to college vice presidents, deans or 
directors who have demonstrated a strong 
level of support for Phi Theta Kappa during 
their tenure.

Mays-Jackson received her doctorate in 
education from Mississippi State Univer-
sity, a Specialist of Education degree in 
Educational Administration and Supervi-
sion from Jackson State University, and a 
Masters of Music degree, also from JSU.

Mays-Jackson and Pearl River Commu-
nity College Vice President Martha Smith 
are the only Mississippi recipients this year.

Hinds Community College is celebrat-
ing its 100th year of Community Inspired 
Service in 2017. Hinds opened in Septem-
ber 1917 first as an agricultural high school 
and admitted college students for the first 
time in 1922, with the first class graduating 
in 1927. In 1982 Hinds Junior College and 
Utica Junior College merged, creating the 
Hinds Community College District.

Today, as Mississippi’s largest commu-
nity college, Hinds Community College 
is a comprehensive institution with six lo-
cations. Hinds offers quality, affordable 
educational opportunities with academic 
programs of study leading to seamless uni-
versity transfer and career and technical 
programs teaching job-ready skills.

To learn more, visit www.hindscc.edu or 
call 1.800.HindsCC.

The Board of Trustees of State Institu-
tions of Higher Learning has launched an 
Online Listening Session seeking input on 
the qualities and qualifications needed in 
the next president of Jackson State Uni-
versity. It provides those unable to attend 
the in-person listening sessions held last 
month on campus the opportunity to give 
their feedback in a quick and easy format. 
The deadline to complete the survey is Fri-
day, March 17, 2017.

The online survey is available online at 
the following address: http://www.missis-
sippi.edu/ieo/jsu/online.asp and is part of 
the President Search website:http://www.
mississippi.edu/ieo/jsu/. The website pro-
vides a wealth of information about the 
search, including the latest news, fre-
quently-asked questions and search prog-
ress. It also provides information on how 
members of the campus community can 
participate in the President Search and in-
cludes a feedback form for general com-
ments, an online form to submit questions 
not included on the FAQ and a way to sign 
up to receive updates on the search via 
email.

For more information and to track prog-
ress on the presidential search, visit the 
Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learn-
ing’s Web site at www.mississippi.edu and 
through Twitter @MSPublicUniv and @
JSU_Search.

EDUCATION

Hinds CC vice 
president honored 
by Phi Theta Kappa

Board seeks input 
on President Search 
through online survey.

Alcorn alum Darnell Pratt is statewide
coordinator for expungement clinics
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C-SPAN made its way 
to Alcorn State University 
as part of its Historically 
Black College and University 
(HBCU) Campus Bus Tour. 
The television station made a 
stop in front of the University 
Plaza March 1. The bus trav-
els all over the country show-
casing C-SPAN’s content and 
educational material.

As part of C-SPAN’s “Voic-
es from the Road,” represen-
tatives from the news chan-
nel gathered responses from 
students, faculty and staff on 
Congress and President Don-
ald Trump’s administration 
in Washington, D. C. to share 
online.

Zion McThomas, an Eng-
lish education major from 
Land O’ Lakes, Florida, was 
happy to get a better look 

at what goes into operating 
the channel that she grew up 
watching.

“I already know a lot about 
C-SPAN because I grew up 
watching the channel,” said 
McThomas. “It’s great to fi-
nally see what they actually 
do instead of just watching 
them on television. It’s great 
that they gave Alcorn and 

other HBCUs the spotlight 
and opportunity to explore 
what’s happening in Wash-
ington D.C.”

Thaddus Mayberry Jr., a 
junior, mass communications 
major from Natchez, Miss., 
was impressed with the tour 
bus and what it had to offer. 
He was inspired by the com-
mitment of the C-SPAN team 

to make the tour happen.
“My experience on the bus 

was eye opening,” said May-
berry. “I didn’t know what to 
expect before stepping onto 
the bus, but I’m very im-
pressed with what I saw and 
learned. I learned that they put 
a lot of time, money and effort 
into coming here and visiting 
other schools; that takes hard 
work and dedication.”

Gail Rayford, an art appre-
ciation and humanities profes-
sor in Alcorn’s Department of 
Fine Arts, thought that the 
tour was a great way for stu-
dents to appreciate everything 
the University has to offer.

“I’ve been talking to my 
students about appreciating 
humanities and everything 
that’s happening at Alcorn, 
so for them to experience the 
tour is a great opportunity for 

them,” said Rayford. “I tell 
them that not everything they 
learn will appear in a book, 
and this is proof. This is ex-
cellent, and I wish it would 
happen more often.”

John Igwebuike, vice pro-
vost for Academic Affairs 
and Student Records, thought 
highly of the bus stopping at 
Alcorn because it shows the 
school’s relevance in society.

“C-SPAN’s mission is to 
cover the federal govern-
ment,” said Igwebuike. “Be-
ing that Alcorn is the first 
land-grant HBCU in the 
country, having the C-SPAN 
bus tour on campus is historic 
because we are the product of 
federal law. C-SPAN is also 
covering the top HBCUs, so 
we’re very glad that Alcorn is 
among those top tier schools 
that they are covering.”

C-SPAN’s bus tour visits Alcorn

Mays-Jackson

Pratt

University of Southern Mis-
sissippi student and violinist, 
John Eze Uzodinma II, has re-
ceived a full scholarship to at-
tend the Aspen Music Festival 
and School in Aspen, Colo., 
for eight weeks this summer.

Founded in 1949, the Aspen 
Music Festival and School is 
a festival that encompasses 
more than 600 students from 
approximately 40 states and 
40 countries and 130 artist-
faculty from nearly every ma-
jor U.S. conservatory, music 
school, and orchestra.

With its prestigious list of 
alumni which includes re-
nowned concert artists such 
as violinist Joshua Bell and 
American opera singer, Renée 
Fleming, the Aspen Music 
Festival is regarded as one of 
the top classical music festi-
vals in the United States.

The typical eight-week 
summer season includes 
more than 400 classical music 
events – including concerts 

by five orchestras, solo and 
chamber music performances, 
fully staged opera produc-
tions, master classes, lectures, 
and children’s programming.

The Aspen Music Festival 
and School provides the stu-
dent-performers with an op-
portunity for continued study 
and enrichment at the highest 
level, and Uzodinma’s accep-
tance by the faculty and the 
administration of the Aspen 
Music Festival and School in-
dicates their confidence in his 
artistic potential.

Along with private instruc-
tion, Uzodinma will rehearse 

and perform major orchestral 
repertoire side-by-side with 
his teachers, which will in-
clude principal players from 
major orchestras, including 
those of New York, Los Ange-
les, St. Louis, San Francisco, 
Cleveland, Chicago and Phila-
delphia.

Uzodinma, 21, was born 
in Madison, Miss., and is the 
oldest son of Eze and Cynthia 
Uzodinma. He began study-
ing the violin at the age of 8 at 
Madison Station Elementary 
and in 2013, he graduated with 
honors from Madison Central 
High School.

He is currently pursuing a 
Bachelor of Music in Violin 
Performance with Stephen 
Redfield in the USM School of 
Music, where he has success-
fully maintained a cumulative 
GPA of 3.971 and is a member 
of the National Society of Col-
legiate Scholars and Phi Eta 
Sigma Honor Society.

In 2014, he was awarded 
the USM Undergraduate Mu-
sician of the Year for strings. 
Uzodinma is also the 2016 
award recipient of The Presser 
Foundation’s Undergraduate 
Scholar Award.

He is on track to graduate 
from Southern Miss in May.

About The University of 
Southern Mississippi

Founded in 1910, The 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi is a comprehensive 
doctoral and research-driven 
university with a proud history 
and an eye on the future. A du-
al-campus university, South-
ern Miss serves students on 
campuses in Hattiesburg and 

Long Beach, in addition to five 
teaching and research sites in 
Mississippi and through On-
line at Southern Miss. Since 
2006, Southern Miss students 
have collected seven Goldwa-
ter Scholarships, three Truman 
Scholarships and 16 National 
Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowships. Our 
Drapeau Center for Under-
graduate Research affords our 
students meaningful research 
opportunities, and as a proven 
leader in innovation, we con-
duct transformative research 
that translates into real-world 
solutions. As one of only 36 
institutions in the nation ac-
credited in art, dance, music 
and theatre, we are a haven for 
creativity and artistic expres-
sion. In the classroom or lab, 
on the playing field, or in the 
performance hall, we strive 
to have a positive impact not 
only on our students, but also 
the world around us.

Further information is 
found at www.usm.edu.

The Southern Miss School of 
Music announces open auditions 
to Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phan-
tom of the Opera to all university 
students. Auditions will be held 
Sunday, April 23 beginning at 1 
p.m.

All applicants must register 
online at www.usm.edu/music/
phantom.

Call-backs will be April 25 and 
26 for selected roles.

Licensing restrictions allow 
only Southern Miss students to be 
a part of the show, meaning any-
one selected to the cast must be 
registered for the opera and musi-
cal theatre class.

Because the show is primarily 
sung, auditions will be by voice 
part, not for roles – soprano, alto 

(mezzo), tenor, baritone/bass. 
Also, specific cuts from the show 
will be provided for download.

The production also seeks danc-
ers with ballet experience – male 
and female. Interested perform-
ers should also fill out the online 
application for more instructions 
about a separate call for dancers.

Directed by Mike Lopinto with 
music direction by Jay Dean and 

Michael Miles, the production 
will feature the venerable Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Tickets, available in April 
2017, will be initially be part of 
the 2017-18 Symphony season, 
with individual tickets on sale 
shortly after.

Performance dates and the rest 
of the creative team will be an-
nounced soon for the elaborate 

production that takes the stage 
of the Mannoni Performing Arts 
Center Auditorium this fall.

Produced through special ar-
rangement with Rodger and Ham-
merstein Theatricals, The Phan-
tom of the Opera tells the story 
of a masked figure who lurks be-
neath the catacombs of the Paris 
Opera House, exercising a reign 
of terror over all who inhabit it. 

He falls madly in love with an in-
nocent young soprano, Christine, 
and devotes himself to creating a 
new star by nurturing her extraor-
dinary talents and by employing 
all of the devious methods at his 
command. Its sensational score 
includes “Think of Me,” “Angel 
of Music,” “Music of the Night,” 
“All I Ask of You,” “Masquer-
ade” and the title song.

Southern Miss violinist to attend 
Aspen Music Festival on scholarship

School of Music announces auditions for 2017 production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera

Alcorn students in front of C-SPAN bus.

Uzodinma
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Last week 
I shared in-
sightful con-
tent from 
K e n y a t t a 
R. Gilbert’s 
“Hidden fig-

ures: How black women 
preachers spoke truth to 
power,” which was origi-
nally published in The 
Conversation, an online 
academic journal. Gilbert, 
associate professor of homi-
letics at Howard University, 
historically contends that 
“African-American women 
have preached, formed con-
gregations and confronted 
many racial injustices since 
the slavery era.” He lifts up 
examples of three preaching 
women who also made an 
impact on social and politi-
cal issues.

As interesting and infor-
mative as his essay was, 
however, I anticipate anoth-
er question not raised by the 
author. In the essay, Gilbert 
posed the question asked 
by  many saints in the pews, 
“But can she preach?” 

For many African Ameri-
cans, to preach persuasively 
and powerfully is a quintes-
sential element of pastoral 
leadership. But this question 
is often preceded by yet an-
other one: “But should she 
preach?” Whether women 
are called to preaching and 
pastoral ministry is hotly 
debated within and between 
churches.

To be sure, here in the 
Jackson metro, there are 
a number of preaching 
black women. I can quickly 
think of Tonya Ware, D. 
B. Thompson, Maxine Ev-

ans Gray, Joyce Handy, 
LaShawn Traylor, Lillie 
Stanton, Kathy Amos, Shir-
ley Harrington, and Audrey 
Hall; just to name a few. But 
debates rage about whether 
or not the Bible even allows 
for women to pastor, let 
alone preach.

At our church, I spent 
the last several Wednesdays 
teaching on how to study 
the Bible. Guest present-
ers helped and I helped our 
people understand the art 
and science of biblical in-
terpretation and application. 
I noted, however, that af-
ter you have done all of the 
homework for understand-
ing a text – studying it in 
the original languages and in 
its grammatical, historical, 
and literary context – you 
are still left with a church 
that believes in the infallible 
word of God but divided on 
how it is to be applied. 

Bible believing Christians 
are divided over the mode 
of baptism and to whom it 
should be administered; the 
Lord’s Supper, also known 
as Eucharist and Commu-
nion, and what is actually 
happening at the table and 
with the bread and the cup; 
and certainly there is debate 
about the meaning and ongo-
ing significance of spiritual 
gifts, especially tongues and 
prophecy. Still, maybe the 
debate about women in min-
istry may remain the most 
contentious of all of the de-
bates. 

For those of us who take 
the Bible seriously, the de-
bate mainly centers on a pas-
sage from 1 Timothy 2:11-
14, which reads: A woman 
should learn in quietness and 
full submission. I do not per-

mit a woman to teach or to 
assume authority over a man; 
she must be quiet. For Adam 
was formed first, then Eve. 
And Adam was not the one 
deceived; it was the woman 
who was deceived and be-
came a sinner. But women 
will be saved through child-
bearing – if they continue in 
faith, love and holiness with 
propriety, (NIV).

For many exegetes and 
pastors, this passage clearly 
states that a woman cannot 
preach to or pastor men. But 
there are other faithful ex-
egetes who proffer that tra-
ditional views on this text 
are misguided. The tension 
is over the extent to which 
this prohibition goes in time 
and place, and what were the 
church and social issues that 
prompted Paul to communi-
cate this under the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit?

This is complicated, so it 
goes, by the references to 
women and ministry in 1 
Corinthians 11 and 14. Let’s 
begin with 14:34-36, which 
reads: Let your women keep 
silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto 
them to speak: but they are 
commanded to be under 
obedience, as also saith the 
law. And if they will learn 
anything, let them ask their 
husbands at home: for it is a 
shame for women to speak in 
the church. What! Came the 
word of God out from you? 
Or came it unto you only? 
(KJV).

Here, again, is a potent 
passage that strongly sug-
gests, according to some 
readings, that women should 
“shut up” in church. Also 
how one reads 11:2-16, with 
its references to head cover-

ings and a kind of sex/gen-
der hierarchy, is important 
to appreciating what Paul is 
after in the Corinthian corre-
spondence. 

To be sure, someone will 
say that the Bible is right 
and someone is wrong. That 
person would be right. It 
should also be noted that 
even though the Bible is in-
fallible, we are not, and we 
should all have some herme-
neutical humility when say-
ing “thus sayeth the Lord.” 
That there are powerful 
preaching women is indis-
putable. Whether or not they 
are “permitted” to preach is 
the perennial debate as one 
turns to the New Testament 
epistles. What are we to say 
about these things?

Next week I will offer 
a few views on the mat-
ter from excellent scholars 
who have poured over these 
passages and have come to 
varying differences on their 
meaning. In the meantime, 
I encourage you to purchase 
and read (if you have not al-
ready) the book “Two Views 
on Women in Ministry’ ed-
ited by Stanley N. Gundry. 
What we need are humble, 
biblical conversations that, 
to borrow from Gilbert’s 
language, preaches truth to 
power.

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a gradu-
ate of the University of MS 
and Duke University, serves 
as the director of Student Re-
ligious Life at Alcorn State 
University and is the pastor 
of Mt. Helm Baptist Church 
in Jackson. Rev. Rhodes is 
married to Allison Thomas-
Rhodes and they are the par-
ents of twin boys: Carroll 
Edward III and Cornelius 
Josiah.
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By Rev. CJ Rhodes 
Special to The Mississippi Link

P A S T O R A L  P O I N T S

Here we are in 
week two of March, 
a month dedicated to 
women and the power 
of sisterhood. March 
is Women’s History 
Month. It still amazes 

me that there are so many people are 
not aware that it is celebrated so they 
wait until May to say thank you to 
the special females in their lives but 
March is the month that has been set 
aside to pay honor to all women and 
the achievements they have to made 
to society.

March is the time when national ob-
servance is given to the contributions 
of women from all spectrums through 
recognition for their contributions to 
humanity.

First celebrated in Europe in 1911, 
March 8 was designated as Inter-
national Women’s Day. During that 
time, women’s rights dominated po-
litical discussions.

The Woman’s Suffrage Movement 
officially began in the U.S. in 1848 
at a convention in New York. Sev-
eral individuals who were involved 
in the antislavery movement were 
also questioning the political and 
economic suppression of women in 
a society that claimed to be a democ-
racy. As the years progressed, the op-
portunities for women did not prosper 
but advocates continued to fight for 
what they believed was right. As the 
demand for justice continued, women 
were slowly gaining the right to vote 
state by state.

Soon a campaign began to grant 
women the right to vote on a national 
level. A parade was held in Washing-
ton D.C. in 1913, to demonstrate the 
support the movement had gained.  
As supporters marched down Penn-
sylvania Ave. they were met with op-
position. The peaceful demonstration 
soon became a riot.

As years continued to progress, the 
movement gained more support. On 
August 26, 1920, women gained full 
voting rights nationally, and it became 
the Nineteenth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution.

Women now had the right to vote, 
but still faced many obstacles. Over 
the next 50 years, women continued 

to fight against gender injustices. By 
the 1970s, a movement began to in-
clude women in historical data that 
was being taught in schools. During 
that period, many colleges and uni-
versities started including courses in 
women’s history.

In 1978, Women’s History Week 
began in California. The response was 
so positive that programs in honor of 
women began to flourish. In 1981, 
the U.S. Congress passed a resolution 
establishing National History Month.  
In 1987, the U.S. Congress increased 
the week to a month.

Although, it began as a way to pay 
tribute to the women who were instru-
mental in the political arena, church 
sisters have played an important role 
in shaping the past, present and future.

Women serve the church in so 
many capacities and as time evolves 
their presence in the church continues 
to do the same. Positions in many de-
nominations that were once held by 
men only are now being held by sis-
ters across all denominations. Spiri-
tual life for many sisters continues to 
evolve and through God’s grace and 
mercy, the sisters continue to serve 
humbly in the manner that He has be-
stowed upon everyone.

The Mississippi Link would like 
to thank sisters of every hue for your 
contributions, but of course, we’re 
sending a special shout out to those of 
color! Your contributions are usually 
the last to be recognized; both locally 
and nationally. Thank you sisters for 
all that you do to help keep the love 
of God alive.

Remember the verse that I often 
share with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messen-
ger for news in and around the state 
of Mississippi, would like to serve 
as your personal messenger to share 
your news and the news of your plac-
es of worship.

To share your news contact Daphne 
M. Higgins at religion@mississippil-
ink.com, fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion EditorWomen preachers – “The 

conversation” continues

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Holy City Church international, 251 
Kearney Park Rd., Flora, continues 
its Spring Revival through March 10, 
at 7:30 p.m.  Prophet Cecil Hale is 
the evangelist.  The chosen scripture 
“Return ye to Him with Fasting, Prayer 
and Weeping before Him” is taken 
from Joel 1:13 – 14 and 2:15-17.  For 
more information call 601-879-3999.  
Bishop Stanley Cavett, Sr. is the pas-
tor.

The General Missionary Bap-
tist State Convention of MS, Inc. 
will convene in Natchez for its 2017 
Spring Session March 12 – 15.  The 
event will take place at Pilgrim Bap-
tist Church, 117 Pilgrim Blvd. Some 
of the events will include: Monday’s 
session will begin with the Pastor/Min-
ister’s Conference and a Faith Based 
Workshop held simultaneously at 9 
a.m.  An extended housing and eco-
nomic development session will take 
place that afternoon at 3:15 p.m. That 
evening at 6 p.m., a Music Workshop 

will be held.  Seminary Night will take 
place on Tuesday, at 6 p.m. Meetings 
and classes will take place on Tues-
day and Wednesday  For additional in-
formation visit www.gmbsc.org or call 
601-260-9705. . Dr. Isiac Jackson, Jr. 
is the GMBSC of MS president.

Cade Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1000 West Ridgeway Street, 
Jackson, will celebrate Women’s Day, 
March 17 – 19.  This commemora-
tive weekend will start on Friday, at 7 
p.m. with a “Family Fun Night Event”; 
followed by a Prayer Breakfast and 
Women’s Conference at 7:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday. The final celebra-
tion will be Sunday, with Worship Ser-
vice at 11 a.m. Joy Redmond, News 
Anchor at WLBT/WDBD, will serve as 
the Women’s Day Speaker. The theme 
is “Women of Unbreakable Faith” with 
the scripture reference from 2 Corin-
thians 4:7-12. For additional informa-
tion, call 601-366-5463. Rev. Regional 
Buckley is the pastor.
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“I have a what 
on my where?” I 
asked my doctor 
as she reexplained 
what I’d obviously 
been too pre-occu-
pied to hear. Hon-

estly, I knew I’d heard it right but, 
I was just hoping she’d say some-
thing different the 2nd time. By 
the time I collected my thoughts, 
the reality of what she said was 
literally staring me in the face: I 
had a fungus on my face!

Initially I’d noticed the quar-
ter-size strange dark spot while 
I was putting on makeup as I 
got ready for work earlier in the 
week. Fearful of what it might be, 
I immediately made a doctor’s ap-
pointment. After she gave me the 
prescription and explained how 
she wanted me to use it, I asked 
her if I could still wear makeup. 
She looked at me with a mixture 
of surprise and amusement, “Eye 
makeup and lipstick only” was 
her quick response. Funny thing 
is she couldn’t tell me where the 
fungus came from. She just said 
sometimes as women age, our 
bodies do strange things. Tell me 
about it, I thought.

Even though I was glad that I 
finally knew what this mysteri-
ous “thing” was on my face, I 
was not looking forward to walk-
ing around in the public with 
no makeup for two weeks. To 
convince myself that I wasn’t a 
makeupless menace to society, I 
said for the first few days of the 
treatment that I was getting my 

face “back in shape.” But oh how 
scary looking I must have looked 
with no makeup. My friends even 
told me all the right things like, 
“You are pretty without makeup.” 
However, the best thing about not 
wearing makeup is that I shaved 
at least 15 minutes off my time 
in getting ready for work in the 
mornings.

In the end, the cream that the 
doctor prescribed worked within a 
few days. There were days when 
I wanted to cover the spot with 
makeup where others couldn’t 
see it but I’d still know that it 
was there. It’s like I was put in 
a position where I had no choice 
but to be transparent. She warned 
me that if I tried to cover up my 
face while it was trying to heal, it 
would hinder the healing process 
and might even make it worse.

In the end, I felt like God taught 
me how to be transparent, em-
brace and not hide my flaws. I 
didn’t die like I thought I would 
by not wearing makeup. In order 
to be completely healed, I had to 
risk being transparent. In much 
the same way, when we choose 
to be transparent and are honest 
about our flaws (no matter how 
many), we also choose to take 
the first step to embracing God’s 
promises of emotional and spiri-
tual healing as it says in Jeremiah 
33:6, “I will heal them and reveal 
to them the abundance of peace 
and truth.”

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She may be reached at 

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750

Looking back through 
the ages, let us consider the 
Reformation Movement. 
Men started to get hold of 
God again. One could say 
many good things about 
the Reformers. They were 

men of prayer, who stood out because 
they spent much time in prayer, and 
they believed that God would give them 
the victory. It was God who took them 
forward in reformation work, right on 
through the evening-time reformation 
until the Lord brought again Zion, and 
the truth once again shined brightly in 
the Church of the Living God.

When the Lord brought again Zion, it 
was nothing to see the lame healed and 
crutches hung up and cancers in bottles. 
Mighty works were done because God’s 
people were a praying people. It was 
nothing to see groups of people divid-
ed up in different places in the church 
building praying for an hour before the 
service.

If we will study Old Testament Israel 
and read of how God showed Himself 
so strong, it will thrill us. However, it 
was not very long until spiritual decay 
and spiritual death moved in. They had 
withstood many things through prayer.  
There was a reason for it. Sad to say, 
later they no longer were able to get hold 
of God and pray to withstand famines. 
Even as people today, they became very 
busy with other things rather than spend-

ing time in prayer. Study the morning-
time Apostasy in the New Testament. 
What was the devil’s first work on them? 
He got them busy with things other than 
prayer.

We are not in a praying age today. 
There have been praying ages, times 
when people really prayed and really 
got hold of God. They spent much time 
seeking God, and God answered prayers 
in marvelous ways. They prayed, and the 
power of God was manifested.

What has happened to us? People 
think they do not have to pray now; 
they think they can just turn it on. Well, 
where is the power? To have the power 
of God demonstrated in the way every 
heart desires is going to cost us just the 
same as it cost people in every age of 
time: spending time seeking God in real 
prayer. God can still convince the gain-
sayer that he is wrong, but it is not go-
ing to come about by eloquent speech or 
long years in service.

Too many are resting on the fact that 
they have been around for forty years, 
but spiritually, they are weak! The pow-
er of God rests in how much fervent 
praying we are doing before Him.  The 
Psalmist said in Psalm 62:11-12: “God 
hath spoken once; twice have I heard 
this; that power belongeth unto God. 
Also, unto Thee, O Lord, belongeth mer-
cy: for Thou renderest to every man ac-
cording to his work.” We can be strong 
in the Lord and in His might and power 
by spending time in prayer, earnestly 
seeking His face.

Paul instructed us to redeem the time.  
Why? Prayer is not on people’s minds 
much; in fact, the very powers of hell 
are warring against prayer. Lawmak-
ers have removed it from the schools, 
and many people do not really want it 
in the churches. The devil will let us say 
prayers, read prayers, and go through 
forms, but he gets stirred when we get 
down in fervency and earnestness and 
really get hold of God.

If we will study old Israel, the morn-
ing-time church, and the reformation, 
we will find that they became busy with 
many materials things. My friends, we 
are in an age of great activity. Much 
is going on, and there is a tendency to 
stress the things that are seen, the mate-
rial things, and to neglect the unseen and 
spiritual realities.

The Late C.W. Naylor, penned this 
Hymn, “I’m Going On.” “I mean to go 
right on until the crown is won; I mean 
to fight the fight of faith till life on earth 
is done. I’ll never more turn back, defeat 
I shall not know, for God will give me 
victory if onward I shall go. Chorus: I’m 
going on, I’m going on, unto the final tri-
umph, I’m going on.”

Next week – March 17 Part V
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor of 

Joynes Road Church of God, 31 Joynes 
Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is mar-
ried to Velma L. Green. He is a member 
of the National Association of Evange-
lism Church of God, Anderson, Ind. He 
serves as chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of God, Inc.

Prayer can affect a whole 
nation, including America

P A R T  4

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of March 9

1. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
2. Joy     Vashawn Mitchell
3. God Provides   Tamela Mann
4. Made A Way   Travis Greene
5. Never Have To Be Alone  CeCe Winans
6. Hang On    GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard
7. I Need You    Donnie McClurkin
8. You’re Bigger   Jekalyn Carr
9. Victory Belongs To Jesus Todd Dulaney
10. Father Jesus Spirit  Fred Hammond

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM

Place your 
church ad here.
For details call 
601-896-0084

P R E S E R V E D

Face to Face 
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The Mississippi Museum of Art is 
proud to announce the upcoming Art in 
Us All Community Exhibition Series – 
Mustard Seed, on view March 4 through 
April 9, 2017.

The Art in Us All community exhibi-
tions showcase work created through 
nonprofit art programs in communities 
throughout the state. The series was 
created to deepen the relationship be-
tween the museum and its visitors and 
cultivate creativity in the community 
for people of all ages and backgrounds. 
Through this series, the museum devel-
ops partnerships with Mississippi non-
profits who incorporate visual art into 
their social service work. Art in Us All 
exhibitions are free and open to the pub-
lic.

The upcoming exhibition in this se-
ries features work made by the artists of 
Mustard Seed, a non-profit and Chris-
tian community for adults with devel-
opmental disabilities. Mustard Seed 
was founded in 1981 to meet the spiri-
tual, physical, emotional, and intellec-
tual needs of adults with special needs; 
their work has long included a studio art 
component led by distinguished Missis-
sippi artists. The exhibition includes 
works from 41 artists and includes ce-
ramics and paintings, mostly abstract.

“The artists working in the Mustard 
Seed community have much to teach us 
about the power of art to express our-
selves and to lift us out of daily strug-
gles,” said Betsy Bradley, director of 
the Mississippi Museum of Art. “It is 
our honor to present this work in our 
galleries, beside the work of profession-
al artists, to demonstrate the innate need 
of all human beings to create something 
beautiful out of our daily lives.”

The museum is located at 380 South 
Lamar Street in Jackson. Museum hours 
are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 
The museum is closed Monday.

The Mississippi Museum of Art and 
its programs are sponsored in part by 
the city of Jackson and the Jackson 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. Sup-
port is also provided in part by funding 
from the Mississippi Arts Commission, 
a state agency, and in part by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, a federal 
agency.

For more information about the Mis-
sissippi Museum of Art’s exhibitions, 
programs, and special events, call 601-
960-1515 or 1-866-VIEW ART (843-
9278), or visit www.msmuseumart.org.

The deadline 
for House com-
mittees to pass 
Senate bills oc-
curred Tuesday. 
Any Senate bills 
that did not make 

it out of these committees died. 
Throughout the rest of the week, 
the House met to discuss Senate 
bills as a whole.

Both the House and Sen-
ate introduced bills regarding 
campaign finance this year. 
This week the House discussed 
the Senate’s version, Senate 
Bill 2689. The Senate version 
included a grandfather clause 
exempting campaign accounts 
created before the bill would go 
into effect and provided more 
specific definitions that would 
clarify the bill. House members 
compromised on this bill with 
their own version by insert-
ing language from the House’s 
campaign finance bill. 

This transferred more au-
thority to the Mississippi Eth-

ics Commission and clarified 
situations in which campaign 
funds would not be allowed for 
use. The bill passed by a vote of 
102-12.

Senate Bill 2625 garnered a 
lot of discussion when intro-
duced to the House floor this 
week. While the bill simply 
makes a few technical correc-
tions to legislation passed last 
year, some representatives ex-
pressed concern about how the 
previous bill is affecting state 
agencies. The bill passed last 
year authorized a yearly sweep 
of the special funds of 15 state 
agencies into the state general 
fund. Agencies now have to ask 
for that money from the general 
fund instead of having it auto-
matically allocated to them in 
special funds.

Supporters say that this al-
lows funding to be distributed 
to areas that need it and adds 
transparency in how money 
in special funds is being used. 
Those opposed say that agen-
cies should be able use the 
money at their own discretion 

as they have in years past. The 
new technical corrections pro-
posed passed by a vote of 84-33.

A couple of items were added 
to previous legislation with the 
passage of Senate Bill 2305, 
known as the “move over bill.” 
Legislation which formerly re-
quired drivers to yield right-of-
way to emergency vehicles will 
now include mail carrier vehi-
cles in the list of public servants 
for which drivers must move 
out of the way on the road.

House members passed Sen-
ate Bill 2006, which will require 
mammogram providers to alert 
patients to dense breast tissue 
that may cause problems in the 
future. Currently, patients sim-
ply receive information about 
whether the test was positive or 
negative without being alerted 
that there may be tissue that 
indicates possibility of future 
complications.

Legislators honored several 
Mississippians at the Capitol 
this week for their personal ac-
complishments and positive 
representation of our state.

On Tuesday, members pre-
sented a concurrent resolution 
to the 2016 Alcorn State Uni-
versity Women’s Tennis Team 
for winning the 2016 South-
western Athletic Conference 
Women’s Tennis Tournament. 

On the same day, Blues musi-
cian Bobby Rush was honored 
for winning the first Grammy 
of his career at the 59th annual 
Grammy Awards in early Feb-
ruary for his album “Porcupine 
Meat.”

Later in the week, legislators 
recognized Mississippi NAS-
CAR driver Ricky Stenhouse 
Jr. and Miss Mississippi 2016 
Laura Lee Lewis for their titles 
and accomplishments.

Several groups visited legis-
lators at the Capitol this week, 
including the Alcorn State 
University National Alumni 
Association, the National As-
sociation of Social Workers, 
Keep Mississippi Beautiful, 
the Desoto County Economic 
Development Council and the 
Mississippi Sickle Cell Founda-
tion.

Recently United States Repre-
sentative Bennie G. Thompson 
(D-MS) announced the Military 
Academy nominees for the Sec-
ond Congressional District – 
Jackson and Vicksburg.

Jaquan Byrd was nominated to 
the United States Military Acade-
my (West Point) and has received 
an offer of appointment to the 
United States Military Academy 
Preparatory School in West Point, 
New York. If Byrd accepts this 
offer of appointment he would re-
port for admission July 17, 2017.

He will graduate in May 2017 
from Jim Hill High School where 
he is a member of JROTC and 
part of JROTC staff. In JROTC 
he is a member of the academic, 
drill and cadet challenge teams, 
and a member of the Junior and 
National Honor Society.

Byrd volunteers for the Habitat 
for Humanity. He has received 
numerous academic, sports, com-
munity, civic and achievement 
awards. He is the son of Nyree 
Byrd of Jackson.

Devario Marzittie, has been 
nominated to the United States 
Military Academy (West Point) 
and has received an offer of ap-
pointment to the United States 
MilitaryAcademy Preparatory 
School in West Point, New York.  
If Marzittie accepts this offer he 
would report for admission July 
17, 2017.

He will graduate in May 2017 
from Jim Hill High School where 
he is a member of the book club; 
cross country, soccer and track 
teams; JROTC Cadet Challenge 
captain and member of JROTC 
academic, drill, stem and ATU 
teams. 

Marzittie has volunteered over 
200 hours at the Sonny Mont-
gomery Veterans Administration 
facility. He has received numer-
ous academic, sports, community, 
civic and achievement awards. He 
is the son of Shirley Marzittie of 
Jackson.

Elizabeth Sanchez was nomi-
nated by United States Congress-
man Bennie G. Thompson to the 
United States Naval Academy and 
has received an offer of admission 
to the United States Naval Prepa-
ratory School in Newport, Rhode 
Island. If Sanchez accepts this of-
fer of appointment she would re-
port for admission July 25, 2017.

She will graduate in May 2017 
from Vicksburg Catholic School 
where she is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, track and 
field, liturgical teams and choral 
music.

Sanchez has received numer-
ous academic, sports, community, 
civic and achievement awards.

She is the daughter of Jose and 
Daisy Sanchez of Vicksburg.

If you are interested in attend-
ing a military academy, contact 
Geri Adams, Thompson’s acad-
emy representative, at (662) 741-
9003 or via e-mail geri.adams@
mail.house.gov

‘Art in Us All’ community 
exhibition series features 

Mustard Seed artists

Thompson’s 
Military Academy 
nominations for 2nd 
Congressional District
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Andy Balthis – Mustard Seed.png: Andy Balthis, artist in the Mustard Seed community, en-
joys being pool-side with friends. In addition to painting, Andy loves animals, super heroes, 
race cars, and robots. The Art in Us All Community Exhibition Series – Mustard Seed is on 
view March 4 through April 9, 2017 at the Mississippi Museum of Art.

Blair Allen – Mustard Seed.png: Blair Allen, artist in the Mustard Seed community, is a “born 
artist” who has a strong attention to detail and even keeps a database of images on his 
phone. Blair loves throwing the Frisbee, painting in neutral or darker colors, and is known 
for his fashion sense. He enjoys looking at tattoos for inspiration when painting his ceram-
ics and often creates detailed designs. The Art in Us All Community Exhibition Series – Mus-
tard Seed is on view March 4 through April 9, 2017 at the Mississippi Museum of Art.



Wells Fargo & Company has set aside a stag-
gering $60 billion to lend to at least 250,000 black 
homeowners by the year 2027.

Metropolitan Atlanta’s second-largest bank also 
pledged to increase the diversity of its home lending 
sales team and spend another $15 million to give 
financial education and counseling over the next 10 
years.

The announcement came at a Tuesday press con-
ference in Atlanta that was attended by representa-
tives from several organizations including the Na-
tional Urban League, the NAACP and the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association – an organiza-
tion comprised of 211 African-American-owned 
newspapers and media companies.

“The National Newspaper Publishers Association 
enthusiastically salutes Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage Division for taking steps forward to promote 
and to advance African-American homeowner-
ship,” said NNPA president and CEO Benjamin F. 
Chavis Jr. “As we conclude celebrating 2017 Black 
History Month, it is aspirational for Wells Fargo to 
offer $60 billion in loan accessibility specifically for 
African Americans who want to purchase and own 
a home.”

Chavis continued: “This is unprecedented in the 
mortgage lending space in the United States. Mil-
lions of African-American families will now be 
able to strive more effectively to own a home. This 
is also about economic justice.”

Chavis said that the NNPA intends to work di-
rectly with Wells Fargo to raise public awareness 
about this new initiative to substantially assist Afri-
can-Americans to be homeowners across America.”

The banking giant’s commitment was hailed as 
a direct action to help address the lower homeown-
ership rates in the black community and it follows 
Wells Fargo’s announcement to address Hispanic 
homeownership rates in 2015.

Further, officials said the company’s commitment 
seeks to increase the diversity of the Wells Fargo 
Home Lending sales team, and support the effort 
with $15 million to support a variety of initiatives 
that promote financial education and counseling 
over the next ten years.

“Wells Fargo’s $60 billion lending goal can con-
tribute to economic growth by making responsible 
homeownership possible for more African Ameri-
cans in communities across the country,” Brad 
Blackwell, executive vice president and head of 
housing policy and homeownership growth strate-
gies for Wells Fargo, said in a statement. “We are 
proud to be the first mortgage lender to make a pub-
lic commitment to help increase African-American 
homeownership. And, we are grateful for the sup-
port of key housing and civil rights organizations, 
who work alongside us to increase economic pros-
perity in our communities,” Blackwell said.

The company has also pledged to continue to im-
prove diversity of its sales team, including increas-
ing the number of black home mortgage consultants, 
noting that they’ll dedicate $15 million to support a 
variety of initiatives that promote financial educa-
tion and counseling for African-American home-
buyers.

The African-American lending commitment is 
the second initiative from the company’s Hous-
ing Policy and Homeownership Growth Strategies 
group, a Wells Fargo Home Lending team advanc-
ing homeownership for minorities, first-time home-
buyers and low-to-moderate income customers.

“Homeownership has become an indispensable 
part of being a full participant in American soci-
ety,” National Urban League president and CEO 
Marc H. Morial said in a statement.

Morial continued: “An erosion of homeownership 
rates among African Americans represents not only 
a devastating financial loss but a barrier to full par-
ticipation in the American dream.”

The swearing-in of all the pri-
mary members of President Donald 
Trump’s cabinet is just about com-
plete.

Most of Trump’s cabinet – from 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
to Commerce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross – are rich, white and male.

On March 2, retired neurosur-
geon Dr. Ben Carson broke the 
mold with his swearing-in as Hous-
ing and Urban Development secre-
tary, officially becoming the only 
African-American in Trump’s cabi-
net.

The former GOP presidential 
candidate was confirmed by a 
58-41 vote, leaving just four of 
Trump’s 22 cabinet-level nominees 
still unsworn.

“Right now, our country is the 
patient and it’s not a Democrat or 
a Republican patient, it’s an Ameri-
can patient,” Carson said at his 
swearing-in as his wife, Lacena 
and granddaughter Tesora held the 
Bible. “We have a duty to use the 
gifts that God has given all of us in 
order to heal that patient.”

Carson, 65, was born into an 
impoverished Detroit family, but 
ultimately became a popular neuro-
surgeon who ran for president last 
year.

In January, he vowed to begin 
his job at HUD by going on a lis-
tening tour before developing any 
long-term plans for the department, 
which has more than 8,000 employ-

ees and a $50 billion budget.
In February, during Black Histo-

ry Month, Carson joined Trump for 
a tour of the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African American His-
tory and Culture where the presi-
dent said Carson would work very 
closely with him.

“HUD has a meaning far beyond 
housing,” Trump said. “If properly 
done, it’s a meaning that’s as big as 
anything there is.”

Carson, whose mother at times 
received food stamps to provide for 
her family, grew up surrounded by 
some of the housing assistance pro-

grams he will now oversee.
“The New York Times” reported 

that, rather than embrace the pro-
grams that once sustained his fam-
ily and the families around him, 
Carson adopted standard Republi-
can beliefs that too much govern-
ment help – both in desegregating 
neighborhoods and in lifting people 
from poverty – can discourage peo-
ple from working hard.

Carson was awarded a scholar-
ship to Yale University, and at 33, 
he was named director of pediat-
ric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins 
Children’s Center.

He later became an author and 
a philanthropist supporting schol-
arships for young, often impover-
ished students.

“Housing discrimination contin-
ues to be a significant problem in 
this country, unfairly limiting peo-
ple’s choices about where to live,” 
Lisa Rice, executive vice president 
of the National Fair Housing Alli-
ance, said in a statement. “We look 
to Secretary Carson to marshal the 
resources of the department he 
leads to combat this problem, and 
to fight all forms of housing dis-
crimination.”

Ben Carson sworn-in as 
Trump’s only black cabinet pick

Wells Fargo 
commits $60 billion 
to increase black 
homeownership
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Dr. Ben Carson (left) was sworn in as the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Thursday, March 2. Car-
son’s wife Lacena along with his 5-year-old granddaughter, Tesora held the Bible. SHEVRY LASSITER/THE WASHINGTON 
INFORMER

During an unexpected made-
for-Hollyood moment, “Moon-
light,” a film directed by Afri-
can- American director Barry 
Jenkins, took the award for Best 
Picture over favorites such as 
La La Land and Hidden Figures. 
The film is a complex coming of 
age story of an African-Ameri-
can man that follows his journey 
from boyhood into manhood.

Moonlight’s unexpected win 
and the bizarre way that the 
announcement played out on 
live television, will go down in 
Academy Awards’ history and 
will forever be a part of that leg-
acy that spans 89 years.

After actor and presenter War-
ren Beatty was given the wrong 
envelope backstage for the final 
award of the night for Best Pic-
ture, he and fellow Best Picture 
presenter actress Faye Dunaway 
announced that “La La Land,” 
had won the coveted award. As 
La La Land’s producers began 
making their acceptance speech-
es, representatives from the Os-
cars rushed on stage to correct 
the error in real time announcing 
that “Moonlight” actually won 
the evening’s biggest honor.

In stunning fashion, La La 
Land producer Jordan Horow-
itz held up the card printed with 
the name of Best Picture award 
winner “Moonlight” for the au-
dience and the TV cameras. 
Horowitz summoned the film’s 
director and producers to the 

stage.
The evening was a triumph 

for black Hollywood. While last 
year’s Oscars were criticized for 
the lack of diversity among the 
nominees for the Academy’s top 
honors, this year’s Oscars ended 
in several big wins for black ac-
tors and black films.

Mahershala Ali became the 
first Muslim actor to win an 
Academy Award with his victory 
for his role in “Moonlight.”

Viola Davis won an Oscar for 
Best Supporting Actress for her 
role in the film adaption of play-
wright August Wilson’s play 
“Fences.”

The son of Marian Wright 
Edelman, Ezra Edelman won an 
Oscar in the Best Documentary 
Feature category for “OJ: Made 
in America.”

Although “Hidden Figures” 
was nominated in four catego-
ries including Best Picture, the 
film didn’t win a single award.

Another moment to remember 
was a victory for actor Casey 
Affleck for Best Actor in “Man-
chester by the Sea,” over Den-
zel Washington, who starred in 
“Fences.”

Washington has a Best Actor 
Oscar and Best Supporting Ac-
tor Oscar for “Training Day” 

in 2002 and “Glory” in 1990, 
respectively. If comments on 
social media are a guide, many 
feel Washington was robbed of 
an Oscar in 1993 after he did not 
win for his role in Spike Lee’s 
film “Malcolm X,” as well as 
not being awarded for his role as 
Troy in “Fences.”

Lauren Victoria Burke is a 
political analyst who speaks on 
politics and African American 
leadership. She is also a fre-
quent contributor to the NNPA 
Newswire and BlackPressUSA.
com. Connect with Lauren by 
email at LBurke007@gmail.com 
and on Twitter at @LVBurke.

“Moonlight,” Viola Davis, 
Mahershala Ali take home Oscars

Mahershala Ali won a Best Supporting Actor Oscar for his role in “Moonlight.” Photo taken at the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival 2016. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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For years, the only sport that 
received considerable attention 
at Hinds Community College 
was football. Deservedly so. 
Coach Gene Murphy built the 
program to national prominence. 
Players would leave Hinds to 
sign D-I scholarships regularly, 
a few of those players worked 
their way to the NFL. 

Over the past 15 years, wom-
en’s basketball at Hinds, has 
been an afterthought. Low at-
tendance, lopsided defeats, and 
lack of interest virtually took 
them off the basketball map. Op-
posing coaches will not admit it, 
but at one point, if you coached 
women, seeing Hinds on your 
schedule almost meant an auto-
matic win.

Two years ago, Hinds began 
searching for a new head coach.  
A culture change was neces-
sary. Competitive women’s bas-
ketball needed to be played in 
Utica. 

Hinds’ administration selected 
Tomekia Reed, a former Lady 
Bulldog, to guide the program 
in a new direction. Excited to 
coach her alma mater, Reed hit 
the ground running. She knew 
initially it was going to be a 
battle.

“Taking the job, I knew what 
challenges I had to face. The 
first was restoring the facilities 
to make our campus attractive to 
top recruits,” says Reed.

Reed was either in charge of 
or assisted in recruiting while 
being an assistant coach at the 
University of New Orleans, 
Louisiana Tech University, Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, 
South Georgia Technical Col-
lege, Jackson State University, 
and University of Louisiana-
Lafayette.

In 2004 South Georgia Tech-

nical College gave Reed her first 
job as a recruiting coordinator. 
Ten years recruiting players 
proved pivotal for Reed’s first 
head coaching job.

Reed recounts, “My first year, 
I signed an entirely new team. 
They came in when we had 
nothing but belief in my vision 
for the program.” Vice President 
Debra Mays-Jackson, along 
with the athletic director, made 
the changes that Reed requested 
for the Hinds facilities.

At the end of 2015-2016, 
Hinds Community College fin-
ished the season 10 & 13. Al-
though the record was a losing 
one for Hinds, it marked the first 
time the women had double digit 
wins in years.

Positive momentum estab-
lished credibility at Hinds. Top 

players signed to play at Hinds. 
The team bought into the pro-
cess Reed and her staff guided 
and preached.

“I’m with a group of faithful, 
dedicated, praying, hardworking 
young ladies and coaching staff. 
I wouldn’t want to be on this 
journey with anyone other than 
them,” Reed said.

High expectations loomed 
over the 2016-2017 season at 
Hinds. Will they at least reach 
double digit wins again? Has 
Reed turned the team around? 

On February 9, 2017, the Lady 
Bulldogs defeated division foe 
Copiah-Lincoln (Co-Lin), 78 
to 61. Just another game right? 
Not quite. According to sources, 
it was the first time ever for a 
Hinds’ women basketball team 
to defeat Co-Lin in 29 years. 

Three Lady Bulldogs were in 
double figures. Octavia Barnes 
led the way with 14 points, fol-
lowed by Areleatha Gipson’s 
12 points, and Twila Hill’s 11 
points. The Lady Bulldogs have 
yet to lose since their historical 
victory.

Finishing the season on a 5 
game winning streak, Hinds 
hurdled another historic ob-
stacle. As the third seed in their 
division, the Lady Bulldogs 
locked up a playoff spot in the 
MACJC tournament for the first 
time in 22 years. Hinds finished 
the regular season 18 & 5. The 
turnaround was complete.

Respect must be given. The 
Lady Bulldogs advanced to the 
second round of the tournament 
Monday night with a determined 
effort. Trailing by as many as 19 

points, the team battled back, 
forced overtime, and dominated 
Northeast Mississippi Commu-
nity College in the extra period. 

The “journey” continues. 
Next up, Jones Community Col-
lege, nationally ranked, and rid-
ing an 18 game winning streak. 
Jones defeated Hinds twice this 
season.

However, the Lady Bulldogs 
have turned the corner since 
their last defeat. 

No matter the results of this 
season, there is a new day in 
Utica. The women’s basketball 
team is different. A collection of 
women who win, are the women 
who proudly wear the Hinds 
jerseys. Reed said, “Upon ac-
cepting this job, the Holy Spirit 
revealed to me where I would 
be in two years. I’m not sure 

the ending, but he showed us 
winning. Day by day and game 
by game, our players are being 
molded into the vision that was 
shown to me.”

Reed continues, “My five year 
goal is to be state champions and 
make it to the National tourna-
ment to win.”

When asked about the turn-
around in Utica, Mays-Jackson 
said, “Coach Reed delivered a 
promise when hired - that was 
to take the women basketball 
team to the state playoffs by 
year two. We are so extremely 
proud of coach Reed, her coach-
ing staff and the wonderful and 
talented young ladies who grace 
the floor each night to represent 
Hinds CC and the Utica Campus 
with pride. We continue to cheer 
them on to future victories.”

2017 All-Conference 
Men’s Basketball 
teams released
The Southwestern Athletic Conference released its 2017 All-Conference 
Men’s Basketball teams March 6 and Jackson State University standout Yet-
tra Specks was named to the league’s second team. Specks had an out-
standing season during his senior campaign. Specks finished the regular 
season ranked 14th in the nation in minutes played (36.6 mpg). He finished 
the regular season as the seventh leading scorer in the league (14.7 ppg), as 
well as ranking eighth in the conference in assists (2.7 apg). He also finished 
second in the SWAC in free throw percentage (.853), 15th in steals (1.2 spg) 
and fourth in three-pointers made (2.2 per game). He scored a career high 
32 points vs. Prairie View A&M and had seven games when he scored 20 
points or more.
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION 
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR 
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Transformation has taken place in Utica

Coach Reed and her staff have turned basketball around Hinds Utica.   PHOTOS BY TIM WARDOctavia Barnes goes up for two.

By Tim Ward
chopitupsports.com



For six years, Republicans have re-
peated the same phrase in every con-
versation about healthcare: “repeal 
and replace” the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA).

Now that Republicans control all levers of govern-
ment, they are preparing legislation to strip 30 million 
Americans of the everyday security of health insur-
ance.

The impact of any repeal would be massive and di-
sastrous. Experts estimate that repealing the ACA will 
kill 43,000 Americans every year.

A disproportionate number of these deaths will be 
from the African-American community.

The ACA is the most significant piece of health eq-
uity legislation we’ve had in a generation. It reduced 
the number of African Americans living without health 
insurance by more than half.

We know that increased coverage has decreased the 
number of Americans dying from cancer. A recent re-
port by the American Cancer Society showed that can-
cer deaths have declined by 25 percent since peaking 
in 1991.

In their report, the American Cancer Society specifi-
cally notes that the ACA is driving “these shifts [that] 
should help to expedite progress in reducing socio-
economic disparities in cancer, as well as other health 
conditions.” The report also lauded the ACA for help-
ing to decrease the “excess risk of cancer death” facing 
African Americans.

The ACA has also significantly expanded mental and 
behavioral treatment access, especially to community 
hospitals and schools. The Office of Minority Health 
notes that African Americans are 20 percent more 
likely to experience “serious mental health problems.” 
Yet, only a quarter of African Americans seek mental 
healthcare, compared to 40 percent of white Ameri-
cans.

Thanks to the ACA, we are starting to see that gap 
close and more people are receiving the care they need 
to live healthy, productive lives.

We know that the ACA is saving lives, so why are 
President Trump and Congressional Republicans so 
determined to repeal it?

This question is truly vexing when you consider the 
fact that, in addition to the tens of thousands of Ameri-
cans who will die every year, we will also add trillions 
to the national debt and increase taxes.

According to the GOP’s budget resolution, repealing 
the ACA would add $29.1 trillion to the national debt 
over the next 10 years. That’s more than $90,000 for 
every American citizen.

But the fiscal pain doesn’t end there.
A GOP Senate bill and recently leaked audio from 

the Republican retreat confirms that Congressional Re-
publicans are plotting a tax hike.

If you, like the majority of Americans, get health in-
surance through work, Republicans plan to give you a 
bigger tax bill. Even Republicans are skeptical of this 
proposal. Senator Bill Cassidy (R-La.), said: “It sounds 
like we are going to be raising taxes on the middle class 
in order to pay for these new credits.”

Now that we know the fact, we have a choice.
Do we allow President Trump and Congressional 

Republicans to undo President Obama’s legacy, imper-
iling and killing thousands of Americans by ripping 
away their health insurance or fight back?

To me, there is only one option. We fight back for 
ourselves, our families and our community.

Here’s how to fight back. Add your Senators and 
Congressperson’s phone numbers to your speed dial 
or call the Congressional switchboard at 202.224.3121.
Remember, we work for you and Congress needs to 
hear from you.

Together, we can stop the repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act and stand up for our fellow Americans’ right 
to live a long, healthy life.

Congresswoman Robin Kelly represents Illinois’s 
2nd Congressional district. She chairs the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus’s Health Braintrust. Follow her on 
Twitter at @RepRobinKelly.

The Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. routinely 
would remind 
those of us who 
worked for the 
Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
during the Civil Rights Move-
ment of the 1960s about the vital 
importance of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HB-
CUs). As we celebrated Black 
History Month 2017, Dr. King’s 
admonition concerning the en-
during need for HBCUs should 
be reaffirmed every month.

Dr. King once emphasized, 
“The function of education is to 
teach one to think intensively and 
to think critically. Intelligence 
plus character – that is the goal 
of true education.” Dr. King was 
a graduate scholar of one of the 
leading HBCUs, Morehouse Col-
lege, in Atlanta, Georgia. He was 
not only an intellectual genius 
and spiritual leader, but also had 
an enormous moral character that 
kept SCLC’s leadership on the 
front-line of civil rights social 
transformation.

There should be no rational 
debate about the contemporary 

necessity to support the sustain-
ability of the nation’s HBCUs. 
Yet, we do live in times where too 
many people have been misled to 
lean on the unfortunate and un-
stable walls of irrationality, divi-
siveness and the absence of truth.

As we continue to posit and em-
phasize, there is a glaring need to 
demand intellectual honesty in all 
matters pertaining to the pursuit 
of freedom, justice, equality and 
empowerment for black America 
and all others who struggle to 
improve the quality of life for all 
humanity. When it comes to the 
crucial funding of HBCUs, this is 
a matter that transcends the par-
tisan divide between the left and 
the right.

Truth is nonpartisan. Truth is 
therapeutic. Substantial efforts 
to increase higher education op-
portunities for black Americans 
and others should not get mired 
down in contradictory and self-
defeating political discourse.

March 16 will mark the 190th 
anniversary of the Black Press 
in America since the first publi-
cation of “Freedom’s Journal” 
March 16, 1827 in New York 
City. Honesty, integrity, and pub-
lishing the truth without fear of 
consequence have been the hall-
marks of the Black Press in the 

United States for nearly two cen-
turies.

We have neither reluctance nor 
hesitation, therefore, to acknowl-
edge the strategic and unprec-
edented support that the Charles 
Koch Foundation and Koch In-
dustries have given to Historical-
ly Black Colleges and Universi-
ties via the United Negro College 
Fund (UNCF) and Thurgood 
Marshall College Fund (TMCF).

Recently, one of the single 
largest financial contributions to 
TMCF, $25.6 million, was made 
by the Charles Koch Foundation 
and Koch Industries. These funds 
are dedicated to establish and 
develop TMCF’s Center for Ad-
vancing Opportunity.

“This is a momentous part-
nership,” stated Johnny C. Tay-
lor, Thurgood Marshall Col-
lege Fund’s president and chief 
executive officer. “Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
are uniquely positioned to lead 
the field in this type of research. 
There are thousands of fragile 
communities across the United 
States where there are tremen-
dous barriers to opportunity. It’s 
important to recognize that last-
ing change to strengthen these 
communities must begin at the 
local level. So, we are proud to 

come together with the Charles 
Koch Foundation and Koch In-
dustries to help members of these 
communities identify and study 
the challenges most significant to 
them.”

The Center for Advancing Op-
portunity will focus on education, 
criminal justice, entrepreneurship 
and other issues the affect the 
quality of life in African Ameri-
can communities. The center also 
will create research think tanks 
on HBCU campuses, provide 
academic scholarships, establish 
graduate fellowships and render 
grants to selected HBCU faculty 
members.

As a proud graduate of the flag-
ship HBCU Howard University, I 
have witnessed firsthand the ad-
vantages and enormous value of 
primary research accomplished 
by Howard and other HBCU cen-
ters of research power, ingenuity 
and innovation. The proposed 
TMCF Center for Advancing Op-
portunity is a welcomed develop-
ment that the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association (NNPA) 
salutes and applauds forthrightly.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is the 
president and CEO of the Nation-
al Newspaper Publishers Associ-
ation (NNPA) and can be reached 
at dr.bchavis@nnpa.org.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Acknowledging unprecedented 
support for HBCUs

By Congresswoman Robin Kelly (D-Ill.)
Illinois 2nd Congressional District

Speak out 
to protect 
your health
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In “A Tale of 
Two Cities,” 
Charles Dickens 
contrasted the 
plight of the poor 
in France with the 
lavish wealth of 

the aristocracy, the city of need 
with the city of greed. That harsh 
exploitation eventually erupted 
in the French Revolution, and 
the brutal revenge of the revolu-
tionaries on their former oppres-
sors.

In some ways, Selma and Shel-
by County, Alabama represent 
our tale of two cities. Fifty-two 
years ago, John Lewis, Hosea 
Williams and a host of ordinary 
heroes were beaten by Alabama 
state troopers as they sought to 
cross the Edmund Pettus Bridge, 
marching for the right to vote. 
The demonstration followed 
nearly 250 years of slavery, the 
whitelash against Reconstruc-
tion following the Civil War, 
and another six decades of legal 
apartheid and segregation.

In Selma, the modern civil 
rights movement, led by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. chose 
nonviolence over violence, re-
construction over revolution and 
forgiveness over revenge. The 
Selma beatings shamed a nation, 

and helped Lyndon Johnson 
drive through the Voting Rights 
Act and finally put an end to 
segregation.

Four years ago, a gang of five 
right-wing justices on the Su-
preme Court issued a ruling in 
a case called Shelby County v. 
Holder that gutted the enforce-
ment provisions of the Vot-
ing Rights Act. Most South-
ern states – and many northern 
states led by right-wing gover-
nors – moved quickly to pass 
restrictions on voting designed 
to make it harder for people of 
color, college students, the poor, 
workers, the disabled and the el-
derly to vote.

Voter ID requirements, ger-
rymandering, limiting early vot-
ing, no same-day on-site voter 
registration, eliminating Souls 
to the Polls Sundays, packing 
and stacking political districts, 
cutting polling stations – all 
were designed to constrict, not 
expand the right to vote.

And now we have a tale of 
two cities once more. Fifty-two 
years ago in Selma, we were full 
of hope. Fifty-two years later, 
with Shelby County, we are 
filled with foreboding. Selma 
represented expansion, Shelby 
County contraction. Selma was 
about integration; Shelby Coun-
ty is about separation. Selma led 

to an assertion of federal, con-
stitutional rights. Shelby County 
reasserted states’ rights.

Fifty-two years ago the U.S. 
attorney general and the Justice 
Department were leading on vot-
ing rights and enforcing the law.

Fifty-two years later Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions, born in 
Selma but aligned with Shelby, 
is withdrawing legal protections 
for the right to vote and claiming 
the Voting Rights Act is an intru-
sion on the states.

Fifty-two years ago, we had a 
Texan, Lyndon Johnson, in the 
White House, launching a war 
on poverty. Today, we have a 
New Yorker, Donald Trump, in 
the White House launching a 
war on the poor. Johnson called 
on our better angels; Trump 
summons our darker fears. A 
tale of two presidents.

And across America, as the 
wealthiest few capture virtually 
all of the rewards of growth, we 
see once more a tale of two cit-
ies, one of lavish excess, one of 
harsh struggle. America’s mid-
dle class is sinking, home own-
ership is down, life expectancy 
is down, wages are stagnant at 
best, and good jobs are scarce.

Dr. King’s Civil Rights Move-
ment never achieved its final 
goal, economic justice. And now 
across lines of region and race 

and religion, most Americans 
struggle to stay afloat in a na-
tion of obscene and growing in-
equality. Trump claimed to lead 
a movement that would change 
that. But his Cabinet is stacked 
with bankers and billionaires. 

His first actions are items on 
the CEO wish list. His budget 
seeks tax cuts for the rich and 
corporations while slashing sup-
port for working people and the 
vulnerable. He seems intent on 
making the contrasting tale of 
two cities even starker.

When Alabama played Clem-
son for the national collegiate 
football championship, the two 
schools had black quarterbacks, 
both black and white players, 
and black and white fans, cheer-
ing for their respective teams. 
That was the spirit of Selma.

When North Carolina, Texas 
and other states constricted the 
right to vote, when states refused 
to expand Medicaid to allow the 
working poor health care, when 
states passed laws designed to 
bust unions and worker power, 
that was the spirit of Shelby 
County.

And people of conscience 
across America have to stand 
and march once more. We will 
either build a more just society 
or we will face a far harsher re-
action.

Foreboding ‘Shelby’ ruling 
replaces hope of Selma
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LEGAL

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

FOR UPPER TERMINAL ROADWAY REHABILITATION
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 011-17

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements of 
Qualifications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifica-
tions”) to provide engineering and related services (the “Services”) to JMAA 
in connection with an assessment of and any improvements to the structure 
(including subsurface and geotechnical conditions) of Upper Roadway (Ve-
hicular Bridge) at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport including 
design and construction engineering and inspection services (the “Project”).

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at JMAA’s 
administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wi-
ley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 
39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on April 10, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the 
Deadline for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating 
to this Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file and open for 
public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents 
contains a copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents, Informa-
tion Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. 

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents 
from JMAA by contacting Mr. Chad G Parker, JMAA Procurement Specialist, 
as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 

Attention: Chad G Parker, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 516
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: cparker@jmaa.com

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on 
March 21, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the 
Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Air-
port, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the Pre-
Submission Conference is highly recommended for all those interested in 
submitting Statement of Qualifications as a Prime Consultants for the Work 
and persons seeking opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant. The 
benefits of attendance include: networking opportunities between Prime Con-
sultants and Sub-Consultants, as well as the opportunity to be included on 
a list of interested parties that will be published as part of the Minutes of the 
Pre-Submission Conference; the opportunity to participate in a project review 
session, pose questions to be addressed in the Minutes of the meeting and 
participate in a site visit of the area covered in the scope of work.  No site vis-
its will be scheduled other than the one provided during the Pre-Submission 
Conference.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with 
the Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an 
agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable 
period of time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent.

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, 
in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an 
agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifications, 
for any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent 
selected by JMAA to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informali-
ties and irregularities in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services so-
licited by this RFQ

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
3/9/2017 3/16/2017

LEGAL

RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, TO EITHER ISSUE A SPE-
CIAL OBLIGATION BOND OF THE CITY FOR SALE TO THE MISSIS-
SIPPI DEVELOPMENT BANK OR ENTER INTO A LOAN WITH THE MIS-
SISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT BANK, EACH IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED NINETY MILLION DOLLARS ($90,000,000) 
TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE COSTS OF 
ROAD AND STREET REPAIR, RECONSTRUCTION AND RESURFAC-
ING PROJECTS AND TO PAY THE COSTS OF WATER, SEWER AND 
DRAINAGE PROJECTS; DIRECTING THE PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE 
OF SUCH INTENTION; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi (the “Gov-
erning Body”), acting for and on behalf of the City of Jackson, Mississippi 
(the “City”), is authorized by Sections 27-65-241 through 27-65-243, Mis-
sissippi Code of 1972, as amended and supplemented from time to time 
(the “One-Percent Act”), and Sections 31-25-1 et seq., Mississippi Code 
of 1972, as amended and supplemented from time to time (the “Bank Act” 
and together with the One-Percent Act, the “Act”), and other applicable laws 
of the State, to provide funding for the costs of road and street repair, re-
construction and resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns, need and 
usage, and paying the costs of water, sewer and drainage projects in accor-
dance with a master plan adopted by the commission established pursuant 
to subsection (7) of the One-Percent Act (the “Project”) either (a) through 
the issuance of a bond of the City (the “City Bond”) to be sold to the Mis-
sissippi Development Bank (the “Bank”), which City Bond may be secured 
by the proceeds of the special sales tax levied pursuant to the One-Percent 
Act (the “One-Percent Tax”) and any available revenues of the City, or (b) 
by entering into a loan with the Bank (the “Loan”), which Loan may be se-
cured by the proceeds of the One-Percent Tax and any available revenues 
of the City, each in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed Ninety 
Million Dollars ($90,000,000); and 

WHEREAS, the Project is in accordance with and in furtherance of the 
provisions of the Act; and

WHEREAS, as of February 1, 2017, the assessed value of all taxable prop-
erty within the City, according to the last completed assessment for taxa-
tion, is One Billion Two Hundred Twenty Two Million Two Hundred Ninety 
Six Thousand Nine Hundred Forty Seven Dollars ($1,222,296,947), and the 
City has outstanding bonded indebtedness as subject to the twenty percent 
(20%) debt limit prescribed by Section 2133303, Mississippi Code of 1972, 
as amended, in the amount of Three Hundred Forty Six Million Eight Hun-
dred Forty Two Thousand Six Hundred Eighteen Dollars ($346,842,618); 
and

WHEREAS, neither the City Bond nor the Loan, when added to the out-
standing bonded indebtedness of the City, including any indebtedness of 
the City issued subsequent to the adoption of this resolution but prior to the 
issuance of the City Bond or entering into the Loan, will result in indebted-
ness, both bonded and floating, exclusive of indebtedness not subject to 
the aforesaid twenty percent (20%) debt limit, of more than twenty percent 
(20%) of the assessed value of all taxable property within the City, and 
will not exceed any constitutional or statutory limitation upon indebtedness 
which may be incurred by the City; and

WHEREAS, there has been no increase in said bonded and floating indebt-
edness of the City since February 1, 2017; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interest of the City for the Governing 
Body to provide funding for the costs of the Project by borrowing money 
through the issuance of the City Bond or by entering into the Loan; and

WHEREAS, the City reasonably expects that it will incur expenditures in 
connection with the Project for which the City intends to reimburse itself 
with the proceeds of the City Bond or the Loan; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body is authorized and empowered by the Act 
to issue the City Bond or to enter into the Loan for the purposes herein 
set forth and there are no other available funds on hand or available from 
regular sources of income for such purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND ORDERED 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY, ACTING FOR AND ON BEHALF 
OF THE CITY, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. All of the matters and things recited in the premises sections of 

this resolution are found and determined to be true and accurate.
SECTION 2. This resolution is adopted pursuant to the Act, the Constitu-
tion, and other applicable laws of the State.

SECTION 3. The Governing Body, acting for and on behalf of the City, 
hereby declares its intention to either (a) issue and sell the City Bond to the 
Bank pursuant to the Act in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
Ninety Million Dollars ($90,000,000) or (b) enter into the Loan with the Bank 
pursuant to the Act to borrow money from the Bank in an aggregate princi-
pal amount not to exceed Ninety Million Dollars ($90,000,000). 

SECTION 4. The City Bond or the Loan will be issued for the purpose of 
financing the Project, as authorized by the Act.

SECTION 5. The City Bond may be issued in one or more series and, if 
issued, will not be a general obligation of the City but will be payable solely 
from and secured by the One-Percent Tax and any available revenues of 
the City. The Loan, if entered into, will not be a general obligation of the City 
and will be payable solely from and secured by the One-Percent Tax and 
available revenues of the City. Except for the One-Percent Tax, the taxing 
power of the City will not be pledged to the payment of the City Bond or the 
Loan. No special tax, other than the One-Percent Tax, will be levied by the 
City for the payment of the City Bond or the Loan.

SECTION 6. The Governing Body proposes to direct the issuance of all 
or any portion of the City Bond or to authorize the Loan in the amount and 
for the purposes and secured as aforesaid at a meeting of the Govern-
ing Body to be held at its usual meeting place located at City Hall in the 
City in Jackson, Mississippi, at the hour of 10:00 a.m. on April 4, 2017, or 
at some meeting or meetings subsequent thereto; provided, however, that 
if ten percent (10%) or Fifteen Hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the 
qualified electors of the City shall file a written protest with the City Clerk 
against the issuance of the City Bond or the authorization of the Loan on or 
before the aforesaid date and hour, then the City Bond shall not be issued 
nor shall the Loan be entered into unless approved at an election on the 
question thereof called and held as is provided by law; provided, further that 
if no protest is filed, then the City Bond may be issued and sold in one or 
more series or the City may enter into the Loan without an election on the 
question of the issuance thereof at any time within a period of two (2) years 
after April 4, 2017.

SECTION 7. In full compliance with the Act, the City Clerk is hereby di-
rected to publish a copy of this resolution once a week for at least three (3) 
consecutive weeks in The Mississippi Link and The Clarion Ledger, both 
newspapers published in and having a general circulation in the City and 
qualified under the provisions of Section 13 3 31, Mississippi Code of 1972, 
as amended, with the first publication being not less than twenty-one (21) 
days prior to the date set forth in Section 6 of this resolution, and the last 
publication being made not more than seven (7) days prior to such date.

SECTION 8. The City Clerk is hereby directed to procure from the publish-
ers of the aforesaid newspapers the customary proof of the publication of 
this resolution and the required notice and have the same before the Gov-
erning Body on the date and hour specified in Section 6 hereof.

SECTION 9. The City hereby declares its official intent to reimburse itself 
from the proceeds of the City Bond or the Loan for expenses incurred with 
respect to the Project subsequent to the date of this resolution and the 60-
day period immediately preceding the same. This resolution is intended as 
a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 1.150-2. The City 
Bond or the Loan will not exceed the aggregate principal amount of Ninety 
Million Dollars ($90,000,000).

SECTION 10. In the event any scrivener’s errors shall be discovered in 
this resolution after the adoption hereof but prior to the issuance of the 
City Bond or the entering into of the Loan, the City hereby authorizes and 
directs that each such scrivener’s error shall be corrected in all multiple 
counterparts of this resolution prior to the issuance of the City Bond or the 
entering into of the Loan.

SECTION 11. If any one or more of the provisions of this resolution shall for 
any reason be held to be illegal or invalid, such illegality or invalidity shall 
not affect any of the other provisions of this resolution, but this resolution 
shall be construed and enforced as if such illegal or invalid provision or 
provisions had not been contained herein.

3/9/2017 3/16/2017 3/23/2017 3/30/2017
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS
 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 77-3-16 of the Mississippi Code of 
1972, as amended, requesting names to be added to a list of contractors and 
suppliers qualified to perform contracts within the scope of proposed utility proj-
ects concerning construction, extension, and/or repair of electric public utility 
facilities for or on behalf of Entergy Mississippi, Inc. Names of qualified contrac-
tors or suppliers desiring to be added to such list may be submitted to supplier-
qualification@entergy.com.

Please include contact information, type of contractor or supplier and a descrip-
tion of qualifications. Questions Call 1-844-387-9675.

3/9/2017 thru 12/28/2017

Help Wanted
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!

Unique Dedicated Fleet! 
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, 
Full Benefits! 1yr Class-A CDL 

Call: 1-855-856-7985
2/9 2/16 2/23 3/2 3/9
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For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

ABSOLUTE AUTO AUCTION - MARCH
11. Fulton Auto Auction. 405 E. Main St.,
Fulton, MS 38843. Open to the Public.
Sells where is, as is. Pre-register at 662-
862-7374. For complete list and more
info visit our web site at www.fultonau-
toauction.com.

OPPORTUNITY TO GET PAID DAILY.
Great Home Business. Please call 832-
225-5055 first. Ask about $100 cash
referral! Fred, 601-202-4477, fredcor-
n e l l @ l e g a l s h i e l d a s s o c i a t e . c o m .
LegalShield, Independent Associate.

LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED! Be your
own boss.  Flexible hours.  Unlimited
earning potential. Must be 21 with valid
U.S. drivers license,   insurance and reli-
able vehicle.  Call 888-406-8989

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

ATTENTION SMOKERS: Stop smoking
with TBX-FREE! Clinically proven & FDA
Approved!  More effective than patch or
gum! Fast acting – No Side Effects.  88%
success rate! Just $1.67 per day!  Call
844-359-8767

FUNERALS CAN BE VERY EXPENSIVE.
Can your loved ones afford it? Protect
them with Final Expense Insurance. Call
today to learn more: 800-614-1908

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details.
855-400-8263
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
(where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.
CALL 1-800-319-2526
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From
$50/Month, includes FREE Genie
HD/DVR & 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get a $50 Gift Card.
Call 855-743-4753
SWITCH TO DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year
Price Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T
Wireless. Over 145 Channels PLUS
Popular Movie Networks for Three
Months, No Cost! Call 1- 800-215-6713
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING at discounted rates. To place your ad
call Sue at 601-981-3060.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS:  You may qualify for Disability if you
have a health condition that prevents you
from working for a year or more.   Call
now! 844-488-4549
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 +
FREE Shipping!  100% guaranteed.  CALL
NOW:  844-821-3242
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BAT-
TERIES for Life!  Call to start your free
trial!  855-701-0210
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493

LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 877-863-6359
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  888-964-
0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 866-508-2084
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

H e a l t h  &  We l l n e s s

A d o p t i o n

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

A u t o  A u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t - M e d i c a l

B u s i n e s s  O p p .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Week of March 05, 2017

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Statewide Needs
RN’s, LPN’s & CNA's

8 & 12-hr shifts 
PRN & Part-time

Sign-on Bonus with great pay.

Jackson-Metro Needs
CMA’s, MT’s & Receptionists

Call staffing @
601-933-0037.

southernhealthcare.com

PURRRRR-fect...
Advertising

Solution! 

Statewide
Classifieds!

97 newspapers for one low rate!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement Available

To order your advertising call:

Mississippi
Press Services

Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

75% of Mississippians read a 
Newspaper online or in print weekly!

Double your impact with a business ad in 
NEWSPAPERS running both in print and online.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
Contact Sue Hicks: 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

75% of Mississippians read a 
Newspaper online or in print weekly!

Double your impact with a business ad in 
NEWSPAPERS running both in print and online.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
Contact Sue Hicks: 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-855-584-8517
www.dental50plus.com/mspress

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)

6096C                                                                     MB16-NM001Gc

www.dental50plus.com/mspress
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Selling Mississippi Grown Horticulture Crops
Bedding Plants, Flowering Perennials, Vegetables, Foliage Plants & More

BILOXI
March 10 & 11, 2017 9am-5pm Both Days • Adults $5
Joppa Shrine Center (13280 Shriners Blvd, Biloxi)

JACKSON - 20th Anniversary
March 17-19, 2017 Fri 9-5pm, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-4 • 
Adults $6 •  MS Trade Mart on the State Fairgrounds

Plants! Plants! Plants!
Multiple vendors in one location offering everything you 
need to jumpstart Spring!

Featuring
Norman Winter
“The Garden Guy”
at the Jackson Show

Mississippi Nursery
& Landscape Association
601-919-8111 • www.msnla.org
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March 10 & 11, 2017 9am-5pm Both Days • Adults $5
Joppa Shrine Center (13280 Shriners Blvd, Biloxi)
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MS Nursery & Landscape
Garden Extravaganza

Biloxi & Jackson dates
Wk of March 5 ONLY
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Maya Angelou, poet, 1928 - 2014 Gwendolyn L. Ifill, journalist, 1955 - 2016 Fannie Lou Hamer, activist, 1917 - 1977
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BOOK REVIEW:
“MADAME PRESIDENT: THE 
EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY OF 
ELLEN JOHNSON SIRLEAF”
BYHELENE COOPER
  C.2017, SIMON & SCHUSTER 
  $27.00 / $36.00 CANADA  •  336 PAGES

Your friends follow what you 
have to say.

Whether on social media or 
otherwise, they listen to you and 
understand, ask your opinion, 
seek your wisdom, and look to 
your lead. With them, you live 
a good life. Have followers like 
those, as you’ll see in “Madame 
President” by Helene Cooper, 
and you can change the world.

“This child will be great.”
Roughly translated, that’s 

what a local prophet said about 
Ellen Johnson when she was 
born in Liberia in October, 

1938. Those words were re-
peated in praise and in sarcasm 
as Johnson grew up, but no one 
had any idea then how right the 
man would be.

Though illiteracy was very 
common in Liberia, Johnson’s 
parents strove to educate their 
children in a manner befitting 
their upper-class status. John-
son expected to go to Europe for 
college but when her father fell 
ill, she knew that college would 
no longer be possible. Instead, 
she married Doc Sirleaf, a man 
several years her senior.

The babies started coming 
almost immediately; shortly 

after their fourth son was born, 
Sirleaf and her husband seized 
an opportunity to go to America, 
to Wisconsin for college. Leav-
ing her children was difficult for 
Sirleaf, but it wouldn’t be the 
last time. It would, however, be 
a few years before she’d leave 
her abusive husband.

By then, she was working for 
Liberia ’s Treasury Department 
and it was obvious that there 
were problems. Politically and 
socially, things had been shaky 
for some time, in part because of 
a two-tiered society that wasn’t 
functional anymore. Sirleaf at-
tempted to continue working in-

place but her connection to Li-
beria ’s controversial president 
Tolbert made her vulnerable, so 
she applied for a job in America 
with the World Bank.

It, and that she was a native 
Liberian, probably ultimately 
saved her life.

In 1980, following the gov-
ernment’s overthrow and Tol-
bert’s murder, Sirleaf continued 
being vigilant while working 
for the new president as well as 
for World Bank. She knew she 
could do more if she stayed in-
country during Liberia’s civil 
war, but her eventual outspo-
kenness was consequently per-

ilous: for her rebellious actions, 
she was jailed in 1985, which 
outraged the country’s market-
women.

They helped get her released. 
It would be two decades before 
they’d get her elected.

Whew. Reading “Madame 
President” very well could 
wring you out.

Starting with birth and a basic 
history of Liberia, author He-
lene Cooper takes us through a 
half-century of turmoil with a 
woman that, considering what 
surrounded her, possessed grit 
and guts. 

Cooper tells Sirleaf’s story as 

one that’s triumphant but also 
brutal and raw, with violence in 
a little too much gruesome de-
tail; still, despite that those parts 
are uncomfortable to read, they 
inherently tell readers more 
about who Sirleaf is and why 
her presidency is so remarkable. 

Though you’ll cringe often 
when reading this, it’s a book 
that’ll make you want to cheer, 
too.

World history buffs will truly 
enjoy “Madame President,” as 
will fans of international poli-
tics and women’s issues. And if 
that’s you, then it follows that 
you’ll love it, too.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Samantha “Sam” Kingston (Zoey Deutch) was 
a spoiled-rotten brat the night she perished in a 
tragic car crash. First of all, she and her little sis-
ter Izzy (Erica Tremblay) were lucky enough to 
be raised in the lap of luxury by a couple of lov-
ing parents (Jennifer Beals and Nicholas Lea).

Secondly, the recently-deceased 17 year-old 
was not only leaving behind a handsome boy-
friend in Rob (Kian Lawley), but an ardent ad-
mirer in Kent (Logan Miller), a platonic friend 
she’d taken for granted since grade school. Sam 
was also pretty popular at Ridgview High School 
where she was a member of an exclusive clique 
along with her three BFFs, Liz (Halston Sage), 
Elody (Medalion Rahimi) and Ally (Cynthy Wu).

The snobby quartet took delight in teasing 
classmates like lesbian Anna (Liv Hewson) and 
reclusive outcast Juliet (Elena Kampouri). So, 
Sam would think nothing of participating in such 
mean girl rituals as dumping drinks on Juliet 
while calling her a “psycho bitch.”

However, after the accident, she was afforded 
an unusual opportunity to reconsider her cruel 
behavior when, instead of proceeding to the here-
after, her spirit miraculously reentered her body. 
Upon opening her eyes, she realized that it was 
again dawn on February 12th, and that she was 
about to relive the same day again..

In fact, Sam’s about to experience February 
12th over and over, while learning valuable les-
sons in tolerance each go-round. Thus unfolds 
Before I Fall, a bittersweet tale of redemption 
based on Lauren Oliver’s young adult novel of 
the same name.

At first blush, the picture’s premise reads rather 
reminiscent of the Bill Murray classic Groundhog 
Day (1993), although this is a drama as opposed 
to a comedy, and it’s set on February 12th instead 
of the 2nd. The movie was directed by Ry Russo-
Young (Nobody Walks), who puts a fresh enough 
spin on the familiar theme to make you forget 
Groundhog Day after 15 minutes.

Kudos aplenty are in order for Zoey Deutch 
who’s incredibly convincing as Sam in a demand-
ing role which calls for the exhibition of a consid-
erable acting range over the course of the story. 
Her supporting cast delivers stellar work selling 
an escapist fantasy which might otherwise fall 
apart oh so easily. 

A deja vu-driven, surrealistic morality play de-

signed to leave you deep in reflection and weep-
ing as you walk up the aisle.

Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for mature themes, bullying, 

sexuality, violent images, profanity and underage 
drinking

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Male parent
2. Drug doer
3. Legal claim
4. Leper
5. Caviar
6. Unfamiliar
7. Lizard
8. Direct
10. Depletes
14. Patron
17. Shun
18. Normal
19. Retort
20. Provide food
23. Seep
24. Underdone
25. Catch
27. Lode yield

ACROSS
1. Orange juice finding
5. Prego’s competition
9. Land mass
10. Metes
11. Look at
12. German empire
13. Medicine from a plant
15. Stretch to make do
16. Person who gives up property
18. Gamins
21. Ocean
22. Convoy
26. “The Jungle” author Sinclair
28. Frost
29. Notify
30. Jewish scribe
31. Harp
32. Bawl

© Feature Exchange

Before I Fall
Bittersweet tale of redemption gives

deceased teen chance to relive 
last day over and over

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange
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By Kam Williams
Columnist
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March 8 - 14, 2017

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE

T-BONE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$699

3  LBS.  OR  MORE  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$199

SAVE  ON

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK CHOPS

PER  LB.

$119

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SOFT  OR  TASTES  LIKE  BUTTER

MARGARINE
15  OZ. .................................... 89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BUTTER  ME  NOT
BISCUITS
5  CT.  ........................................ 

2/$1
BORDEN

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  .................................. 

2/$4 

ORIGINAL/CALIFORNIA  

SUNNY 
DELIGHT
64  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$3
BOIL  IN  BAG

GREEN  GIANT
VEGETABLES
7.5 - 10  OZ. ...............................  

4/$5
FROZEN  

MARY  B'S
BISCUITS
12.8 - 35  OZ.  .............................. 

2/$5 

SELECT  JIMMY  DEAN

BREAKFAST
BISCUITS
4  CT. ........................................ 

$399

piggly wiggly

XTRA  LARGE  

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

$100
FRESH

RUSSET  POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$129

SAVE  ON

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS 

PER  LB.

$119

FRESH  EXPRESS  BABY

SPINACH
5  OZ.  BAG

$199
IMPORTED  RED  GLOBE

GRAPES
PER  LB.

$149

BONELESS

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$199

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE

SIRLOIN  TIP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$299
FROZEN

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$999

FAMILY  PACK

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$179
FRESH

FRYER
WINGS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$229

SAVE  ON 

BREAKFAST  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$199
GWALTNEY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.

$299


