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As the first bilingual employee of 
the Hinds County Tax Collector’s 
office, Cynthia Aguirre is doing 
much more than helping residents 
get car tags. She’s actually elimi-
nating undue stress Spanish-speak-
ing customers have when conduct-
ing business in the office.

Aguirre, 32, of Jackson was 
hired as a tax collector clerk about 

three months ago, but even before 
then, she was assisting people as an 
interpreter when they had to visit 
the office.

“I know a lot of people that come 
here and don’t speak English,” 
Aguirre said. “I know there are a 
lot of Hispanics. They need their 
trucks, especially for work because 
they use trucks and trailers and 
vans, and I’ve come with a couple 
to help them interpret.”

In the past year she seemed to 
help more and more people con-
duct business at the tax collector’s 
office and decided to apply for a 
job there. When she first started 
working, she found herself helping 
Spanish-speaking customers about 
every other day. Now she finds her-
self assisting them daily.

“At first, they really didn’t know 
that I was Mexican. I don’t know if 
they just can’t see it or maybe they 

were just used to people talking 
to them in English but as soon as 
I helped the first person, I believe 
there was a couple behind them on 
the line and that couple waited for 
me,” she said. 

Aguirre explained that in His-
panic and Latino communities most 
people know each other in Missis-

The Mississippi Department of 
History and Archives featured Dr. 
Will Crossley, president of Piney 
Woods Country Life School, at the 
Old Capitol Museum in Jackson last 
Wednesday.

During MDAH’s History is Lunch 
Series and Hall of Fame recognition 
Crossley provided extensive cover-
age of the school while enlightening 
the audience of the visionary that its 
founder, Dr. Laurence C. Jones, was. 

Jones was born into a family of 
educators in Joseph, Mo. As he ad-
vanced in education and served in 
various leadership roles, he longed 
to eradicate poverty among south-

ern school children. He believed that 
they could gain freedom through 
education. Crossley disclosed that 
Jones embarked upon his dream 
when he founded Piney Woods with 
$2 and three students. 

“Ed Taylor, a local free slave, do-
nated 40 acres and an abandoned 
sheep shed to Dr. Jones to begin 
Piney Woods School. Jones began to 
teach students who had no money, so 
students brought chickens and other 
items for entrance to the school. Stu-
dents agreed to work in exchange 
for their education, a trend which 
continued through the ’50s,” said 
Crossley.

According to Crossley, “Piney 
Woods became a city on the hill 

for surrounding students and those 
from the North. Teachers came from 
the North and worked with no pay. 
There was very little state support, 
only $18 a month.” Despite meager 
funds, however, the school would 
grow and expand.

The speaker further noted that 
Jones never rejected students. 
“Those with disabilities were ac-
cepted as well as all others,” he said. 
As Jones continued to work for the 
good of students, he also provid-
ed mechanisms for teachers to be 
trained.

During the 1950s national televi-

Cynthia Aguirre speaks both Spanish and English and started working in the Hinds County Tax Collector’s office about three months ago. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA 
K. POSEY
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The Jackson MS Chapter of The Links, Inc., and 
the Jackson State University Women’s Council for 
Philanthropy recently banned together in celebra-
tion of Women’s History Month to address mental 
illness in the African-American community.

The organizations hosted a program at 6 p.m. 
March 24, at the Jackson Medical Mall’s Com-
munity Meeting Room titled Lifting the Veil of Si-
lence: Mental Illness and African Americans.

Dr. Clyde Glenn, board certified psychiatrist 
and proprietor of Rehoboth Psychiatric Services 
in Ridgeland, defined mental illness as a clinical 
change in an individual’s behavior from his/her 
normal baseline which produces a significant de-
cline, such as isolation or withdrawal from social 
contact. “The person removes self from any par-
ticular environment where he/she may be scruti-
nized,” Glenn said.

Dr. Pamela Banks, professor and department 
chair of the Department of Psychology at Jackson 
State and member of the local Links chapter, as-
sessed that stigma associated with mental illness 
is strong. “Often times family members don’t want 
to disclose that their loved ones have mental ill-
ness,” she said. But Banks informed attendees that 
the condition affects the economy, the workplace 
and the home. She further mentioned that pastors 
can provide another avenue when they address the 
matter within their congregations.

Introductions to an engaging dialogue were 

MINNEAPOLIS – Two Minneapo-
lis police officers involved in the No-
vember fatal shooting of a black man 
will not be charged, a Minnesota pros-
ecutor said Wednesday.

Hennepin County Attorney Mike 
Freeman said his decision to not 
charge officers Mark Ringgenberg and 
Dustin Schwarze for their roles in the death of 24-year-
old Jamar Clark was based on evidence that showed 
Clark was not handcuffed at the time, attempted to gain 
control of an officer’s weapon and the officers believed 
they were in danger of being shot.

Ringgenberg is white, and Schwarze’s race has not 
been released.

On Nov. 15, police said they responded to a reported 
assault in which Clark was a suspect, and he was inter-
fering with paramedics trying to treat the victim. Clark 
was shot during what authorities called a struggle. 
Some who said they saw the shooting have said Clark 
wasn’t struggling at the time and was handcuffed, but 
Freeman said forensic evidence shows that he was not 
handcuffed. Clark died a day later.

The shooting prompted protests in Minneapolis, in-
cluding an 18-day encampment outside a north side 
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Speaking Espanol

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Religion is the category for 
the final story in this series. The 
Rev. Victoria Sizemore Baldwin, 
a pastor in the United Methodist 
Church is featured. She has cho-
sen her late mother, Hazel Bridg-
es Sizemore, as her “shero” and 

the Rev. Cynthia Ashford Cross 
as a shining star in the clergy.

“My mother had a do-or-die 
attitude and never let anything 
get in the way of her taking care 
of her family,” says the Rev. Vic-
toria Sizemore Baldwin. “She 
taught me to have a strong sense 
of self-worth. She’s always been 
my shero.”

Hazel Bridges Sizemore was 

born in North Carolina in 1915 
and was among the nearly two 
million who left the South dur-
ing the Great Migration, the 
mass movement of blacks who 
sought sanctuary from lynching, 
an unfair legal system, inequal-
ity in education and denial of 
suffrage.

She attended college in Bos-
ton where she trained as an op-
era singer. During WW II, she 
toured with the USO at a time 
when it was segregated. After 
marrying, she gave up her career 

Women of faith explain leadership role in church
By Judy Willis 
Contributing Writer
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Dr. Will Crossley, president of Piney 
Woods Country Life School, discuss-
es the history of the institution and 
its founder, Dr. Laurence C. Jones. 
PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity Inc., Rho Lambda Omega 
Chapter hosted a workshop for 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers March 
19, at Central Mississippi Plan-
ning and Development.

At the event 25 family care-
givers listened and interacted 
with speakers and were given 
the opportunity to receive in-
formation, obtain resources and 
ask questions that would assist 
them as caregivers, said Sharon 
Bridges, Esq. chapter president. 
“We also wanted to allow care-
givers to share their struggle in 
a safe environment and secure 
the help they need.”

Workshop speakers were:  
Ivory Craig, AARP; Barrie  
Carpenter, Social Security Ad-
ministration; Kyndell Jones, 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness, Gail Marshall Brown, 
Alzheimer’s Association; and 
Bennie Hubbard, Hubbard Fi-
nancial Services. Topics in-
cluded preparing to care, Al-
zheimer’s advocacy  financial 
planning and self-care for care-
givers. 

Caregiver Sylvia Thomas 
was in attendance at the work-
shop.  “I really enjoyed Taking 
Care of the Caregiver and the 
Social Security sessions,” said 
Thomas. “It is important for me 
to attend so I can make sure I 
am doing what is best for my 
mom. I appreciate the sorority 
for hosting events like this.”

According to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, African Ameri-
cans are two times more likely 
to have Alzheimer’s disease 
than whites. 

 In 2014, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. partnered with 
the Alzheimer’s Association to 
raise awareness regarding Al-
zheimer’s disease and to pro-
vide support and care to care-
givers.

“Caregiving can be a chal-
lenging role that can take a toll 

on their overall health, well-
being and finances,” said Jen-
nie Hall, health promotions, 
co-chairman. 

“It is critical to provide care-
givers a chance to take a break, 
secure resources that can assist 
them, and give them the oppor-
tunity to share their stories.” 

The Links, Inc., Jackson Mis-
sissippi Chapter will hold its 
2016 Beautillon titled Young 
African American Men Prepar-
ing to Meet Leadership Chal-
lenges of the 21st Century at 6 
p.m. April 9 at the Marriott Ho-
tel in downtown Jackson.

The purpose of the beautil-
lion is to highlight the positive 
aspects of African-American 
males by providing them with 
experiences that promote their 
leadership skills and encour-
age their social, cultural, and 
personal growth. The event will 
culminate with a gala presenta-
tion of 10 young men.

Every two years since 1986, 
the local Links chapter has 
proudly sponsored its major 
endeavor and fundraiser, the 
Beautillion. It is a formal pre-

sentation and celebration of 
young men from the commu-
nity.

In the months prior to the 
Beautillion, the young men, 
between the ages of 16 and 
19, who have exemplified high 
moral and ethical standards, ac-
ademic potential, and leadership 
ability, participate in a series of 
workshops and service projects. 
Upon completion of this lead-
ership development program 
the young men are formally 
presented to the community at 
the Beautillion to celebrate and 
acknowledge them and their ac-
complishments. One of the sig-
nificant features of the program 
is the celebration of African-
American manhood, the rites 
of passage, which emphasizes 
personal and social responsibil-
ity, moral character, leadership, 

and achievement.
Over the years, the Jackson 

chapter of The Links has cele-
brated and presented more than 
200 young African-American 
men to the Jackson community. 
The successes and contribu-
tions of our list of alumni are 
long and impressive. Most have 
entered and/or graduated from 
college. Many are pursuing or 
have successfully obtained pro-
fessional or graduate degrees 
and have become outstanding 
citizens and community lead-
ers. The distinguished list of 
former participants is evidence 
of the importance and success 
of this community service ini-
tiative.

The Beautillion is a rich and 
rewarding part of our chapter’s 
history and tradition. The pub-
lic is invited to the event. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., 
supports Alzheimer’s caregivers

The Links presents 10 young 
men for 2016 Beautillion

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link NewswireThe audience at the caregiver workshop listens during the presentation 
on Social Security.  

Barrie Carpenter, public affairs 
specialist at the Social Security 
Administration and Sharon 
Bridges. 

Ivory Craig and Rho Lambda 
Omega President Sharon 
Bridges. Craig is the interim state 
director for AARP. 
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sippi. Census figures show that 
Hispanics and Latinos made up 
1.6 percent of Hinds County’s 
243, 29 population in 2014. 
Aguirre attributes word-of-
mouth for more people real-
izing the tax collector’s office 
now has an employee uent in 
Spanish to assist customers.

“I noticed that as soon as 
they walk in the door, they’re 
already looking for me ,” she 
said.

The entire office is benefit-
ing from having Aguirre as a 
co-worker. They get her assis-
tance to overcome the language 
barrier.

Hinds County Tax Collector 
Eddie Fair said before Agu-
irre started working, employ-
ees had to guess what some 
Spanish-speaking customers 
needed.

“The biggest problem was 
relating information  back to 
them,” Fair said. “It’s really 
great to have her here. Some 
customers  will wait to get to 

her. She’s nothing short of a 
wonderful person, and she has 
a great personality with every-
body.”

Some issues, such as needing 
a new car sticker, are easier for 

any clerk to handle, according 
to Aguirre. But when Spanish-
speaking customers need to dis-
cuss matters such as homestead, 
land, lots, real estate or titles, 
things can get complicated.

On any given day now, Agu-
irre receives lots of “thank-
yous” from those grateful for 
her assistance. They typically 
want to know if they can see 
her when they come back for 
future business. Some also 
want to know if they can see 
her directly instead of waiting 
in line, but they do have to wait. 

“They’re very appreciative 
and always happy that they 
have someone who can help 
them,” Aguirre said.

Born and raised in Laredo, 
Texas, Aguirre has been in Mis-
sissippi for the past five years 
and in the metro area for the 
past three. Though she’s Mexi-
can, she was raised to only 
speak English until an incident 
happened with her grandmoth-
er. Aguirre was about 4 at the 
time when she felt like she was 
going to vomit but couldn’t 
relay that to her grandmother 
who didn’t speak English. Her 
grandmother thought the child 
was going to faint. In the end, 

Aguirre did vomit, but the 
scare caused her grandmother 
to insist that she learn Spanish.

Even without that incident, 
Aguirre said that eventually she 
probably would have learned 
Spanish simply because of how 
close Laredo is to Mexico – 
literally about 5 minutes away 
– and because in Laredo most 
people speak both English and 
Spanish.

Helping others interpret is 
just as much a part of her per-
sonal life as it is her profes-
sional life. At previous jobs at 
Saks Fifth Avenue and a dental 
office, she used her skills to 
help at those businesses. In her 
personal life, she has several 
friends who don’t speak Eng-
lish at all, and they regularly 
call on her. She’s even trav-
eled to New Orleans where the 
Mexican Consulate is located 
to help some people get pass-
ports.

As for making history in the 
tax collector’s office, she said, 
“I’m honored. I’m glad I can 
make a difference and help 
out.”

Shanderia K. Posey can be 
reached at sposey@mississip-
pilink.com.
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made by Links members Bet-
ty A. Mallett, Es ., National 
Trends facet chair and Dr. Edith 
Rayford, National Trends facet. 
During their dialogue, panelists 
pointed out internal and exter-
nal barriers to resisting treat-
ment. Encouraging the men-
tally ill to seek help remains an 
issue. et, patients are educated 
about mental illness and treated 
with medications.

Wanda Lacy, LPC of Hinds 
Behavioral Health Services and 
Lacy’s Counseling Solutions, 
disclosed that her family had 
no choice about being educated 
on mental illness. “To dismiss 
it because it’s occurring in the 
brain is irrational. Holding it to 
yourself is not going to get you 
the help you need,” she said.

Mental health advocate and 
events editor of the Jackson 
Free Press, Latasha Willis, ex-
plained that it takes at least six 
months for the patient to trust 
her. “In a society with so much 
trauma, African-American 
males can’t get their feelings 
out. If they don’t know how to 
express themselves, they will 
be in denial. Undergoing treat-
ment is a process,” Willis said.

Former chair of Hinds Coun-
ty Crisis Intervention Team, 
Attorney Dana Sims, men-
tioned that the crisis interven-
tion team has a 40-hour course 
curriculum to identify persons 
suffering from mental illness. 

“Rather than taking that person 
to jail, he would be taken to the 
University of Mississippi Med-
ical Center where an informa-
tion report is completed and he 
is treated by UMMC personnel. 
Then there would be follow-
up,” Sims said. 

Tameka Tobias-Smith, ex-
ecutive director of National 
Alliance on Mental Illness in 
Mississippi, disfavors institu-
tionalization. “When people go 
to jail, they’re sitting and wait-
ing. The Legislature and the 
governor are not helping them. 
We’re told the state of Missis-
sippi has no funds. Smith then 
appealed to listeners to join 
NAMI.

aitlyn Watson, 2016 Miss 
Sweetheart of Jack and Jill of 
America, Inc. in Jackson said 
she started her mental illness 
project because her grandmoth-
er died from mental illness. “I 
feel that someone as young as I 
can help others,” she said.

Lacy interjected, “Education 
is the most important thing. We 
have to teach people that it’s 
O  to be different. It’s O  to 
cry, etc. If we don’t, we’ll be 
overwhelmed and if we don’t 
meet those expectations, we 
think we’re defeated.”

Glenn asserted that families 
have to go through a period of 
adjustment. “I typically try to 
encourage them to deal with 
compassion. A lot of times 

family members  are on the 
street because relatives  put 
them out there,” he said. 

According to Lacy, “We 
don’t have the support systems 
we used to because of the ab-
sence of the community.” An 
audience member responded to 
Lacy, “The trauma from slav-
ery has been tossed onto each 
female. It’s very complex. It’s 
not above us, and we should do 
something about it.”

Smith then issued an ap-
peal to the females: “It’s O  
to say that I’m tired. It’s O  
to say I’m depressed. We as 
women should listen to these 
depressed women  and should 

ask, What is it that you need  
What can I do to help you ’”

In summing up the forum, 
discussants seemingly con-
curred with First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama’s comment, “At 
the root of this dilemma is the 
way we view mental health in 
this country. Whether an illness 
affects your heart, your leg or 
your brain, it’s still an illness, 
and there should be no distinc-
tion.” 

Dr. Theresa Green of the lo-
cal Links chapter proffered de-
parting words by saying, “Lift-
ing the veil of silence means all 
of us have a responsibility to 
speak up and speak out about 
mental trauma that has para-
lyzed our African-American 
community.”

to be a wife and mother.
The same can-do spirit would 

inspire her daughter Victoria 
Baldwin’s exodus from New 
York to Mississippi in 1989 to 
pursue her calling to the minis-
try.

Baldwin is an ordained elder 
in the United Methodist Church 
Mississippi Conference who 
formerly served as the district 
superintendent of the Senatobia 
District before being assigned 
to the Hattiesburg District at St. 
Paul and St. John United Meth-
odist Churches. She received 
a bachelor of arts degree from 
Drew University and a master of 
divinity degree from Duke Uni-
versity Divinity School.

“I always knew I wanted to 
be a pastor. I would line up my 
dolls and siblings and preach. I 
was about 3 years-old then.”

Baldwin proudly stands on the 
shoulders of black women who 
were the backbone of the church. 
“We were the compass and 
guideposts for what was moral 
and virtuous,” she says. “I re-
member my grandmother saving 
her pennies so that our family 

church – Grace Baptist Church 
in Mount Vernon, N.Y. – could 
have a new building. The church 
is still active and functioning to-
day.”

Baldwin says the role of black 
clergy is to teach the love of God 
and inspire the congregation to 
create an authentic connection 
to him. “Our preaching, teaching 
and mentoring gives the congre-
gation a sense of who they are as 
God’s children. We must always 
be obedient to his word.”

“At St. Paul, where I pastor, 
we emphasize the affirmative 
aspects of who we are. We must 
lift up the positive people right 
here in Mississippi and create a 
language that emphasizes who 
we can be through Jesus Christ.”

She wants to continue to serve 
God in the ministerial position 
she’s currently in, even though 
there’s a possibility she may be 
assigned elsewhere. “I want to 
endure as an ordained clergy.”

It’s the fire and spirit of her 
sister-in-Christ that Baldwin cel-
ebrates. The Rev. Cynthia Ash-
ford Cross is an ordained elder 
and district superintendent in the 

Mississippi Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist Church.  
Since 1998, she has been a pro-
phetic voice of hope, encourage-
ment and release for those held 
captive by sin.

“When I answered the call to 
ministry, Rev. Baldwin was my 
first mentor,” she says. “One of 
my laments to God was, ‘what in 
the world does a preacher wom-
an look like?’ Through her faith-
fulness, courage in leadership, 
love and trust in God, integrity 
and compassion for her sisters 
and brothers, Rev. Baldwin has 
shown me what a woman of God 
truly looks like.”

Cross says that the secular 
world is far ahead of the insti-
tutionalized church as it relates 
to sexism and racism. “This has 
been a slow journey, especially 
in the black church, because of 
the traditional role of the “king 
priest.”

“As clergy, we must reach out 
by all means possible to spread 
the gospel,” she says. “Jesus be-
lieved in meeting people where 
they are, and it certainly be-
hooves us to do the same.” 
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sion reported progress Jones had 
made at Piney 

Woods. Crossley explained 
that television spotlighted the 
first interracial all girls’ jazz 
band which toured internation-
ally. Brick masonry was also 
mentioned. “Many of the brick 
buildings on campus today were 
done by the Piney Woods stu-
dents,” Crossley said. 

On another note, Crossley in-
dicated that Jones had his share 
of critics. While some argued 
that Jones could have done more 
for Piney Woods, “He was driv-
en to success. He spoke against 
poverty and ignorance.” Cross-
ley continued, “A people person, 
Jones received advice from the 
educated and the uneducated.”

Crossley acknowledged the 
presence of Piney Woods Coun-
try Life School’s graduates and 
supporters and invited them to 
make comments. 

One by one the speakers arose 
among the audience and shared 
how they were galvanized by 
Jones’ leadership. Director of 
Johnson Ministries Caring, Janie 
Johnson, recognized Jones as 
“an educational investor.” “He 
instilled education. It is a must 
have,” Johnson explained.

“Dr. Jones was a proponent of 
education, discipline and focus. 
The school stands for excel-
lence and encourages students 
to reach maximum educational 
attainment,” stated entrepreneur 
Socrates Garrett.

Mamie Crockett, reading 
consultant for local colleges 
and universities, stressed that 

she was an honor student and 
engaged in extracurricular ac-
tivities when she attended Piney 
Woods. “I forged ahead to ob-
tain excellence because of the 
foundation Dr. Jones laid,” she 
chuckled.

Ombudsmen and Title III liai-
son at Jackson State University, 
Dr. Dianne Everett, recalled Pin-
ey Woods to be the place where 
she wanted to be because it em-
phasized dignity and worthiness 
of the individual. She told the 
audience she makes it her busi-
ness to nurture her students in 
accordance with learning she 
obtained from the school. Ever-
ett added, “I try to have at least 
one student from Piney Woods 
work in my office.”

Crossley was accommodated 
by rispen R. Williams, admis-
sions counselor at Piney Woods. 
He compared Piney Woods to 

previous schools of which he 
was employed. “Six months ago 
God sent me to Piney Woods. I 
was a high school administra-
tor. ids were fighting, parents 
came to the school. That was 
against my value system. Some-
one told me that the Lord said 
I was to work at Piney Woods. 
We have a clear vision and an 
energetic leader who is open to 
new ideas and young folks like 
me have embraced the vision. 
Piney Woods School is so much 
more than a boarding school. We 
can save our children,” said Wil-
liams.

Piney Woods Country Life 
School 5096 U. S. 49  in Rankin 
County, founded in 1909, is 
a co-educational independent 
historically African- American 
boarding school for grades 9-12.

For inquiries, call (601) 845-
5860.

Piney Woods
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police precinct.
Freeman decided earlier this 

month against taking the case to 
a grand jury.

Investigators had video of 
Clark’s shooting from several 
sources, but said early on that it 
didn’t provide a full picture of 
what happened that night. Pro-
testers have demanded that au-
thorities release the video. They 
also demanded that the case not 
go to a grand jury for consider-
ation of charges.

Public skepticism over grand 
juries, who do their work in se-
cret, grew after police officers 
weren’t indicted in the high-
profile deaths of blacks in other 
cities, including the fatal 2014 
shootings of 12-year-old Tamir 

Rice in Cleveland and 18-year-
old Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Missouri, and the 2014 chokehold 
death of 43-year-old Eric Garner 
in New ork. But grand juries 
reached indictments in other cas-
es, including in Chicago, where 
an officer faces murder charges 
in the 2014 death of 1 -year-old 
La uan McDonald, whose shoot-
ing was captured on video.

The state of Minnesota inves-
tigated whether Ringgenberg and 
Schwarze violated state laws, 
and the FBI, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Minnesota and the De-
partment of Justice’s Civil Rights 
Division were conducting a fed-
eral criminal investigation to de-
termine whether police intention-
ally violated Clark’s civil rights 

through excessive force. That’s 
a high legal standard because an 
accident, bad judgment or simple 
negligence on the officer’s part 
isn’t enough to bring federal 
charges.

The Department of Justice is 
also reviewing how the city re-
sponded to protests after Clark’s 
death. The protesters, which in-
cluded organizers of Black Lives 
Matter Minneapolis, the Minne-
apolis NAACP and other groups 
and citizens, raised the issue of 
difficult relations between black 
residents and Minneapolis police.

The unrest over Clark’s death 
also included demands that city 
and state leaders do more about 
persistent poverty seen as the root 
of racial tensions.

Jackson State University’s 
School of Journalism and Media 
Studies 2016 Conference, “Mul-
timedia Platforms in the Digital 
Age,” will feature national and 
state media professionals who 
will share their expertise and 
guide students into successful 
careers in communication.

The conference is April -8, 
and opens with Federal Com-
munications Commissioner Mi-
gnon L. Clyburn speaking about 
Information and Technology: 
The ey to Global Communica-
tion.”

Commissioner Clyburn, a 
former newspaper publisher and 
general manager, is considered 
a champion of consumers’ ac-
cess to affordable communica-
tion technology and a defender 
of the public interest and smart, 
targeted regulatory action when 
needed.

Other major speakers include 
Michael Wallace, ESPN NBA 
Reporter  Jerry Echols, Technol-
ogy Manager with FO  News, 

Washington, D.C. and JSU 
alumnus  and Marshall Ramsey, 
author and award-winning Edi-
torial Cartoonist with The Clar-
ion-Ledger. Their topics include 
“Media Production: The Tech-
nology Behind the Stories,” 
“The Changing Landscape of 
Journalism” and  “Social Media: 
Getting our Message Out.”

The keynote speaker for the 
April 8 ban uet is DeMarco 
Morgan, national correspondent 
with CBS News, New ork and 
JSU alumnus. Morgan will re-
count his journey from JSU to 
becoming an award-winning 
reporter/anchor covering stories 
that matter. Morgan has reported 
on a wide range of events, from 
the first national rally after the 
shooting death of Trayvon Mar-
tin to President Barack Obama’s 
second inauguration. 

Morgan has worked as a 
weekend anchor for WNBC TV 
in New ork while also serving 
as a cut-in anchor for MSNBC. 
Prior to that, he worked as a 
weekday evening anchor and 

reporter at WTVJ TV in Miami, 
at WISN TV in Wisconsin and 
at WJTV TV in Jackson, Miss. 
Morgan also taught broadcast 
writing and reporting at More-
house College and Clark Atlanta 
University.

Other panelists include media 
personalities from local stations 
who will discuss “Covering 
Sports in the Digital Age,” and 
public relations and advertising 
experts from the Godwin Group, 
The Cirlot Agency and the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Integrated 
Marketing Communications 
programs speaking on the topic, 
“Branding, Marketing and PR: 
the Power of Persuasion.”

Also, local print journalists 
will present “Storytelling in the 
Digital Age” followed by ex-
perts who will help further pre-
pare students for the job market. 

For more information about 
presenters and the schedule, 
contact the JSU School of Jour-
nalism and Media Studies at 
(601) 979-2151, or visit www.
jsums.edu.

JSU School of Journalism and 
Media Studies hosts conference

Attending the forum on mental illness were (seated, from left) Panelists Wanda Lacy, Latasha Willis, Dr. 
Clyde C. Glenn, Dr. Geraldine Brookins, Tameka Tobias-Smith, Dana Sims and Kaitlyn Watson. Standing are 
members of the Jackson (MS) Chapter of the Links, Inc. and the Jackson State University Women’s Council 
for Philanthropy. PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

Dr. Mamie Crockett recalls Piney Woods school days with fond 
memories. PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
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The National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women Central Mississippi Chapter, Inc., 
has been serving Jackson and Central 
Mississippi areas or more than 20 years.

The Central Mississippi Chapter was 
organized as an official chapter of NCBW, 
Inc. on October 22, 1992 with the instal-
lation of 100 plus African-American 
women dedicated to community service, 
leadership development and enhancement 
of career opportunities through network-
ing, and programming.

Beginning as a conceptual idea under 
leadership directives of Bettye Hunt, first 
president (Emeritus) and founder, others 
have been following in her footsteps in 
continuing efforts for women in NCBW 
National and Local area leadership roles 
serving as second President Beverly 
Wade Hogan, third President Rosie Wade 
Crisler (posthumously), fourth President 
Rita Wray, fifth President LaVerne Gen-
try, sixth President Corinne W. Anderson, 
seventh President Belinda A. Fields and 
eighth President Sharolyn Smith, pres-
ently.

The uniqueness to initiating actions 
and uniting for the most systemic change 
while providing advocacy and communi-
ty services has made the talents, treasures 
and time valuable throughout the organi-
zation’s different eras and has added value 
to membership commitment.

The National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, Inc., Central Mississippi Chapter 
strives to be a premier advocacy organi-
zation of diverse women, committed to 
unity of purpose in addressing issues of 
concern to the global community, more 
specifically, the African American com-
munity by building collaborative partner-
ships and inspiring shared solutions, and 
promoting gender equity and progressive 
change.

The National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, Inc., Central Mississippi Chapter 
collaborates with leadership from corpo-

rate, civic, public, and governmental enti-
ties to build a base of consensus for the 
empowerment of women in their involve-
ment with youth, families, and communi-
ties.

The organization’s purpose is to es-
tablish a cadre of black women devoted 
to unity of purpose in furthering the ad-
vancement of African-American culture 
as a viable avenue of preserving the Af-
rican American heritage; to act as positive 

change agents advocating for gender eq-
uity in the social, religious, educational, 
economic and political make-up of the 
Central Mississippi community; and to 
develop, implement and maintain pro-
grams dedicated to the progressive devel-
opment of Mississippi’s youth, families, 
and communities.

“As strong professional women of 
power with resourceful means, we are 
paying homage to the sustaining efforts 

of our past and present leadership in se-
curing the financial aid of our continuing 
generosity of partnering sponsorships and 
collaborative opportunities formed with 
many other businesses, civic and social 
organizations, along with private and 
public entities. We appreciate all of our 
sustaining sponsors for the last 24 years,” 
said Sharolyn Smith, chapter president.

The current 2015-16 chapter theme is 
“Women Celebrating Together... ‘Making 

Advocacy Count!’...”
The local chapter will celebrate 24 

years of education advocacy efforts and 
community services in providing scholar-
ships to deserving students attending His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities 
during its Annual Scholarship and Awards 
Program and Ceremony in April. 

For more information, visit NCBW 
CMS website at www.ncbw-centralms.
org.
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NCBW CMS Chapter, Inc. salutes dedicated, 
diverse women in celebration of Women’s History 
Mississippi Link Newswire
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The Second Annual Gov-
ernor’s Leadership Prayer 
Luncheon and Summit is 
set for April 5, at the Jack-
son Convention Complex, 
105 East Pascagoula St. in 
Jackson.

The luncheon is designed 
to pray for the governor, lt. 
governor, U. S. senators, 
congressional delegation, 
statewide elected officials, 
the Legislature, the Missis-
sippi Supreme Court, Court 
of Appeals, justice court 
judges, county, mayors and 
municipal elected officials.

The day is broken up into 
two parts: the summit from 
8:30-11 a.m. and the lun-
cheon from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The focus of the sum-
mit panel discussion will be 
“Passing on a Better Legacy 
of Race Relations to the 
Next Generation.”

The summit will include 
an opportunity for attendees 

to share their perspective 
with others at their table.

Event panelists are: Dr. 
Alfred Rankins, president of 
Alcorn State University; Dr. 
Roger Parrott, president of 
Belhaven University; Wil-
liam LaForge, president of 
Delta State University; Dr. 
William Bynum Jr, presi-
dent of Mississippi Valley 
State University and Dr. 
Mark Keenum, president of 
Mississippi State Univer-
sity.

During the luncheon, 
leadership of Mississippi 
will be recognized and 
prayed for by Robin Robin-

son, Marcus Thompson and 
Candie Simmons.

Neddie Winters, president 
of Mission Mississippi, said, 
“This year we are focused 
on leaving a better legacy 
for future generations. I do 
not want to pass on the is-
sues of race, that my gener-
ation struggled with, to my 
grandkids.

“Mission Mississippi is 
working hard to create op-
portunities for healing and 
reconciliation. I want to in-
vite all Mississippians to be 
at this event – to share their 
perspective and to help be 
a part of creating a better 
legacy.”

Individual tickets are $50 
and event sponsorships are 
available for $2,000, $1,000 
and $500.

For more information and 
to purchase tickets visit Mis-
sion Mississippi’s website, 
www.missionmississippi.org 
or call (601) 353-6477.

Five university presidents 
to discuss race relations
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Greater Mt. Calvary honors pastor

Greater Mt. Calvary Missionary Baptist Church in Jackson held its pastor anniversary program March 20, 
to honor Rev. Dr. John E. Cameron Sr. and wife, Lenora Cameron. Rev. Cameron has pastored the church for 
46 years. He is the third pastor to lead Greater Mt. Calvary. The church will mark 100 years of operation this 
November. During the program, Hinds County Sheriff Victor Mason presented Rev. Cameron with an honorary 
deputy sheriff award. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Public Notice

 

All interested public and private transit and paratransit 

operators within Hinds, County, are hereby advised that 

the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation is applying to the 

Mississippi Department of Transportation, Jackson, Mis-

sissippi, for a grant under Section 5310 of the Federal 

Public Transportation Act, as amended, to provide trans-

portation services to elderly and disabled persons. These 

services will be beyond those required by the Americans 

with Disabilities Act. Service is being provided within 

Hinds, County.  This program consists of existing services 

with no environmental impact, and no relocation resulting 

from the project.

The purpose of this notice is to advise all interested parties, 

including transit and paratransit operators, of the service 

being planned for providing transportation services for 

persons with disabilities within the area as described above, 

and to ensure that such a program would not represent a 

duplication of current or of proposed services provided by 

existing transit or paratransit operators in the area.

Comments either for or against this service will be received 

at any time within 15 days from the date of this notice.  All 

comments should be addressed to The Jackson Medical 

Mall Foundation at 601-982-8467.

Phi Beta Sigma gives to Kidney Foundation
Each year, the Mu Sigma 

Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma 
honors several Jackson 
community leaders at the 
Image Awards, held at the 
Jackson State University E-
Center. Proceeds benefit the 
Mississippi Kidney Founda-
tion and the chapter’s schol-
arship program. Pictured are 
(from left) Vernon Jasper, 
Mu Sigma Chapter mem-
ber; Lynda Richards, Mis-
sissippi Kidney Foundation 
director of Patient Services; 
and Mark Young, Mu Sigma 
Chapter member.



The Central Mississippi 
Steel Magnolias Affiliate of 
Susan G. Komenis scheduled 
to host its 17th Annual Race 
for the Cure April 9, at the Old 
Capitol Museum in downtown 
Jackson. The morning’s activi-
ties will begin at 6:30 a.m. with 
a special survivor breakfast.

Race for the Cure will in-
clude the Kids One Mile Fun 
Run/Walk, an optional timed 
5K and timed 10K. The event 
will feature the Kids for the 
Cure activities tent, the ever-
popular Team Tailgate area 
and sponsor tents.

The “Pink It Up” contest 
will recognize the best “Pinked 
Up” person. Other contests 
include best-decorated team 
tailgate and best t-shirt design. 
Put on your pink tutu, form 
a team, and Race to help end 
breast cancer. 

The CMSM affiliate of Su-
san G. Komen recently an-
nounced that Terri Turner has 
been named the 2016 Race for 
the Cure Survivor of the Year.  
Turner will be recognized at 
the event. 

Turner was diagnosed with 

stage one breast cancer after a 
routine mammogram. She im-
mediately had a double mas-
tectomy and is now cancer 
free. She recently celebrated 
five years of survivorship. 

Turner serves as an inspira-
tion to others with her positive 
attitude.“I am fortunate that 
my cancer was caught early 
through a routine screening,” 
Turner said. “Because of the 
early diagnosis and prompt 
response by my physicians, 
I will celebrate six years of 
being cancer free in October. 
Early detection is so impor-
tant and I want to encourage 

everyone to make your doctor 
appointment and get screened. 
I am honored to serve as the 
2016 Race for the Cure Survi-
vor of the Year. I look forward 
to celebrating and encourag-
ing all of our survivors at Race 
for the Cure.”

Turner has been a St. An-
drew’s Kindergarten teacher 
for 14 years. During the school 
year and after class dismisses, 
she works at the front desk and 
fills in as needed to run the Af-
ter School Care program. Dur-
ing the summer, she runs the 
St. Andrew’s Kinder-Camp. 
She is actively involved in her 
church, Greater Mt. Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
where she serves as the youth 
director, organizes holiday 
festivals and plays, and chap-
erones summer youth trips. 
Turner has three children.

Race for the Cure is the big-
gest fundraiser for CMSM. 
The affiliate has redistributed 
more than $3 million back into 
Mississippi to provide breast 
health services for many un-
insured and under-insured in-
dividuals needing care. Up to 
75 percent of the net income 

from Central Mississippi Steel 
Magnolias events stays in Mis-
sissippi to fund breast health 
education and breast cancer 
screening and treatment proj-
ects. 

For more information about 
Race for the Cure, to regis-
ter, volunteer or sponsor, visit 
www.komencentralms.org or 
call  call (601) 932-3999.

In an effort to create aware-
ness and raise funds to support 
the fight against Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome, Sudden Un-
explained Infant Death and in-
fant mortality in Mississippi, 
the Mississippi SIDS and Infant 
Safety Alliance will sponsor a 
fundraising event for Mississip-
pi residents and their families.  

The 5K Walk/Run for Babies 
will take place on the Square in 
Canton April 9. Registration will 
begin at 8 a.m. with the Walk for 
Babies to begin at 9 a.m. A bal-
loon lift will take place at 8:50 
a.m. before the 5K begins. 

 Registration for adults is $25 
and children younger than 12, 
$12 (includes a T-shirt, if chip 
timed, add $2) and children 5 
and younger are free ($10 if re-
questing a T-shirt).  Registrations 
received by April 1, will be as-
sured a T-shirt will be included 
with their registration fee.  After 
the 5K Run/Walk, a one mile fun 

run will take place.  Food and 
games will be enjoyed by all.  
All proceeds will be donated to 
the Mississippi SIDS and Infant 
Safety Alliance in support of re-
search and ongoing bereavement 
support and reduction education.

Dedicated to the memory of 
all babies in Mississippi who 
have died of Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome, Sudden Un-
explained Infant Death, miscar-
riage, or any incident of infant 
mortality, The Walk/Run for 
Babies will be a 5K chip timed 
event.  Lifesaving messages for 
parents and caregivers on reduc-
ing the risk of infant death will 
also be available.

For more information or to 
participate in the Annual Walk/
Run for SIDS, contact the MS 
SIDS and Infant Safety Alliance 
at (601) 957-7488, or www.ms-
sids.org.  Find the organization 
on Facebook by searching for 
Mississippi SIDS and Infant 
Safety Alliance.
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fund created
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ethnic history
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N E W S  B R I E F S

Dr. Wilma E. Mosley Clopton 
will be the featured literary artist 
and will discuss her latest book, 
JESSIE: One Woman, One Vi-
sion, at the Mary Church Terrell 
Literary Club, Inc. during its 14th 
annual literary luncheon at noon 
April 2, at the Hilton Jackson Ho-
tel.

The club holds the distinction of 
being the oldest active club in the 
Mississippi State Federation of 
Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc., and 

outh Affiliates. It is also an affili-
ate of the National Association of 
Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc., and 

outh Affiliates, America’s oldest 
national black women’s organiza-
tion that was founded in 1896.

The purpose of the club is to 
promote the intellectual, social 
and civic interests of members 
and the Jackson community. 
Proceeds from the luncheon will 
support scholarships to deserv-
ing high school graduates, public 
service programs and charitable 
donations to non-profit organiza-
tions.

Chairman Terryce Walker 
states, “Since its inception, the 

luncheon has featured outstanding 
local and national authors. Wilma 
has been a big part of its success, 
and the community’s response to 
our luncheon, in that she produced 
historical films for our Freedom 
Riders and Club’s Centennial Cel-
ebration. Wilma and her mother 
were both members of our club, 
and we are delighted to have her 
as this year’s speaker.”

Luncheon tickets are $40 and 
can be purchased from any club 
member. Seating begins at 11:30 
a.m. 

For more details, contact chair 
Walker at (601) 331-2613.

Race for the Cure set for April 9

Local event helps 
babies survive, thrive
SIDS walk set for 
April 9 in Canton
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On Monday, the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services released a re-
port showing that Mississippi can greatly 
improve access to behavioral health ser-
vices for its residents by expanding Med-
icaid under the Affordable Care Act. Sub-
stance use disorders and mental illness are 
prevalent and serious public health prob-
lems in American communities.

In Mississippi, 61,000 uninsured people 
with a mental illness or substance use dis-
order had incomes that could qualify them 
for expanded Medicaid under the Afford-
able Care Act in 2014, the most recent 
year for which data is available.

The report also finds that people with 
behavioral health needs made up a sub-
stantial share of all low-income uninsured 
individuals: in Mississippi, about 33.8 
percent. While some of these individuals 
had access to some source of health insur-
ance in 2014, many will only gain access 
to coverage if Mississippi expands Medic-
aid, and others would gain access to more 
affordable coverage.

“Today’s report shows that Medicaid 
expansion is an important step Missis-
sippi can take to address behavioral health 
needs, including serious mental illness 
and opioid and other substance use disor-
ders,” said Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell.

Today’s report highlights that, along 
with its other benefits, Medicaid expan-
sion would dramatically improve access 
to treatment for people with mental and 
substance use disorders, thereby improv-
ing health outcomes. Research shows that 
low-income adults with serious mental 
illness are significantly more likely to 
receive treatment if they have access to 
Medicaid coverage, with benefits for their 
health. The report estimates that if Mis-
sissippi expanded Medicaid, 13,000 fewer 
individuals would experience symptoms 
of depression and 18,000 additional in-
dividuals would report being in good or 
excellent health.

To date, 30 states plus D.C. have ex-
panded Medicaid under the Affordable 
Care Act. However, 20 states – including 
many of the states that would benefit most 

– have not yet seized this opportunity. 
Previous studies have found that if these 
states do not change course, over 4 mil-
lion of their citizens will be deprived of 
health insurance coverage in 2016.

States that choose to expand Medicaid 
may achieve significant improvement in 
their behavioral health programs without 
incurring new costs. State funds that cur-
rently directly support behavioral health 
care treatment for people who are unin-
sured but would gain coverage under ex-
pansion may become available for other 
behavioral health investments. For exam-
ple, several states that expanded Medicaid 
reported that they expected reductions in 
general funds needing to be allocated to 
the uninsured for treatment ranging from 
$7 million to $190 million in 2015.

This creates opportunities to meet other 
pressing health, mental health and sub-
stance use disorder needs. States can also 
expect to have a more productive work-
force, because expanding treatment will 
permit a reduction in adverse workforce 
outcomes stemming from mental and sub-
stance use disorders.

Research shows that depressed employ-
ees incur significantly more disability 
days than do otherwise similar employ-
ees, and substance use disorder treatment 
was associated with $5,366 annually in 
employer savings from reduced absentee-
ism alone.

Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, 
states have the opportunity to expand 
Medicaid coverage to individuals with 
family incomes at or below 138 percent of 
the federal poverty level. Health care costs 
for people made newly eligible through 
the Medicaid expansion are paid for with 
100 percent federal funds in 2016, and 95 
percent in 2017, scaling down to 90 per-
cent in calendar years 2020 and beyond.

President Barack Obama recently pro-
posed an extra incentive for states that 
have not yet expanded their Medicaid 
programs, which would provide any state 
that takes up Medicaid expansion the 
same three years of full Federal support 
and gradual phase down that those states 
that expanded in 2014 received.

Clarksdale Juke Joint Festival 
celebrates its lucky 13th anniversa-
ry the weekend of  April 16 in the 
land of the proverbial Crossroads.

“If you’re looking for a blues fes-
tival with headlining rock acts, that 
ain’t us,” said Roger Stolle, music 
director of the non-profit festival. 
“If you want over 100 blues acts 
– including teenage prodigies and 
80-something blues kings – then 
you’ve found the fest for you.”

Southern blues acts range from 
1 -year-old Christone “ ingfish” 
Ingram to 94-year-old Henry “Gip” 
Gipson with dozens of nicknames 
like Super Chikan, Big George and 
Cadillac in-between.

“No festival in the world better 
illustrates the surviving Mississip-
pi and Southern blues tradition,” 
explained Stolle.

The fair the festival locals refer 
to as simply “Juke Joint” is much 
more than just a blues showcase. 
According to co-organizer Nan 
Hughes, there is something for ev-
eryone at this one-of-a-kind event.

“It’s half blues festival, half 
small-town fair and all about the 
Delta,” she said. “From a 5K/8K 
run and arts and crafts exhibits to 
Southern food and kids’ stuff, we 
put our region’s best foot forward – 
above and beyond the music.”

Official daytime events on April 
16, are free. Saturday’s nighttime 
juke joint crawl requires a $20 pre-
sale ($25 day of) festival wristband 
which can be purchased now at 
www.jukejointfestival.com.

While the actual Juke Joint Fes-
tival itself is that Saturday – with 
13 free daytime stages and 20-plus 
nighttime wristband venues – orga-
nizers stress that “related events” 
stretch from April 14-17 and in-
clude:

 April 14 - Free official JJF 
Kick-off at Delta Cinema (5-8 
p.m.) with poster signing, Dancing 
Divas of the Delta and music by 

Sean “Bad” Apple and Vasti Jack-
son. Sponsored by C Spire - Offi-
cial Wireless Sponsor of Juke Joint 
Festival.

• April 15 - Free Ghost Rid-
ers monkeys-riding-dogs shows 
(10:45 a.m., 12:45 p.m., 3:30 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m.). 

• April 15 - Free special Clarks-
dale appearance of Thacker Moun-
tain Radio sponsored by Delta 
Regional Authority. Live, public 
music/literary event at historic 
New Roxy (6-7 p.m.).

• April 17 - Free Cat Head Mini 
Blues Fest (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.), Sec-
ond Street Blues Party (11 a.m. to 
5 p.m.) and much more.

With three days of related events 
plus April 16th’s actual Juke Joint 
Festival, the festival attracts at-
tendees from as many as 28 for-
eign countries, 46 U.S. states and 
53 Mississippi counties each year. 
There are still hotel rooms avail-
able in nearby Lula at the Isle of 
Capri Casino Hotel as well as vari-
ous camping options.

Where to stay:
• Isle of Capri hotel (and RV 

Park), 1-800-843-4753, http://

lula.isleofcapricasinos.com/hotel-
room.aspx

• Quapaw Canoe Co. tent camp-
ing, 662-627-4070, zoe@island63.
com

• Expo Center RV parking (Co-
ahoma County Outreach), travisk-
endric@gmail.com; 662-302-
8822.

• Walmart RV parking (parking 
lot), 1000 South State St.

The official festival lineup is at 
www.jukejointfestival.com. Pre-
sale wristbands for April 16, are 
available now online, and organiz-
ers strongly recommend buying 
them in advance since a sellout is 
possible.

Event organizers thank all of the 
festival participants, sponsors and 
volunteersa for making the festival 
possible – including main sponsors 
C Spire – Official Wireless Spon-
sor of Juke Joint Festival, Clarks-
dale and Coahoma County Tour-
ism, Delta Regional Authority and 
Isle of Capri.

Interested in becoming a spon-
sor? Email pba@cableone.net. 
Interested in becoming a vendor? 
Email jjfvendors@gmail.com.

A new nonprofit dedicated to serv-
ing more than 51,000 individuals and 
families in Mississippi suffering with 
Alzheimer’s disease and other demen-
tias officially launched March 29, as 
Alzheimer’s Mississippi. While the 
name is new, it bears the same critical 
mission and dedicated staff members as 
its predecessor, Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, Mississippi Chapter.

“Our name may have changed, but 
our mission hasn’t,” said Patty Dunn, 
executive director of both the new and 
former nonprofits. “Mississippi fami-
lies will continue to receive our servic-
es, still at no cost. As an independent 
nonprofit, every penny of every dollar 
raised here in Mississippi will stay in 
our state.”

Recently, the Chicago-based national 
Alzheimer’s Association began the pro-
cess of combining its chapters into one 
nonprofit. After discussion and analy-
sis, the chapter’s board of directors de-
cided it was best for the chapter to form 
its own stand-alone nonprofit. Before 
this change, the chapter sent 40 percent 
of its funds to the national association.

“The support we receive from you 
stays in Mississippi – for programs, 
services and research,” Dunn said. 
“We have been committed to creating a 
world without Alzheimer’s disease for 
more than 25 years here in Mississippi, 
providing care and support to all those 
affected by the disease.”

Other chapters have also decided to 

become independent nonprofits.
“At the administrative level, there 

will be changes as we become our own 
independent organization,” Dunn said. 
“But, for the most part, we’ll remain the 
same, including our helpful staff and 
critical programs and services.”

Added Marshall Belaga, Alzheimer’s 
Mississippi board chair: “Along with 
forming one organization, the national 
association is focusing mostly on fun-
draising for research. We believe that 
funding research is critical, but it’s also 
important for us to ensure we’re sup-
porting not only the person with the dis-
ease but the whole family, particularly 
caregivers.”

Alzheimer’s Mississippi will still of-
fer free programs such as “Know the 
Signs of Alzheimer’s,” “Brain Health 
as You Age,” annual caregiver con-
ferences and support groups as well 
as signature events: Santé South, Al-
zheimer’s Mississippi Walks and Tack-
leALZ.

Report: Medicaid expansion 
in Mississippi can improve 
behavioral health care access

Clarksdale’s Juke Joint Festival 
to offer something for everyone

Alzheimer’s Mississippi 
launches to continue high 
quality support in state

Alzheimer’s Mississippi to 
host ribbon cutting April 14
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The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Alzheimer’s Mississippi will host a rib-
bon cutting with the Ridgeland Chamber 
of Commerce and the Greater Jackson 
Chamber Partnership on at 10 a.m. April 
14 at  Alzheimer’s Mississippi to celebrate 
the ne  ss ss oc sed non rofit. 
There will be an open house immediately 
following until 1 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit alzms.org.

Ribbon Cutting:



Recently the 
Mississippi Leg-
islature took up 
the issue of school 
choice, which is 
meant to offer 
scholars and their 

families options including public 
schools, charter schools, magnet 
schools, virtual classrooms, pri-
vate schools and homeschooling.

Jackson Public Schools has 
a long tradition of providing 
the citizens of Jackson with a 
myriad wonderful education 
choices. Our special programs 
are offered throughout our dis-
trict and include the Academic 
and Performing Arts Complex, 
the Academies of Jackson, Ad-
vanced Placement, Arts Access, 
Ask for More Arts, Open Doors 
for gifted youth, International 
Baccalaureate, JROTC, Montes-
sori and Strings in Schools.

Academic and Performing 

Arts Complex Program

The Academic and Perform-
ing Arts Complex, a magnet 
program, provides challenging 
coursework for students who 
are academically or artistically 
advanced. Instruction is offered 
in dance, piano, instrumental 
music, vocal music, theater and 
visual arts.

The Power APAC fourth and 
fifth grade academic program 
includes the district’s curriculum 
for math, science, social studies, 
and language arts. The APAC 
Secondary Academics program 
is offered at Bailey APAC Mid-
dle School and Murrah High 
School.

Academies of Jackson

The Academy Model is fo-
cused on Small Learning Com-
munities centered on student ad-
vocacy and wraparound services 
designed to promote optimum 
success in the ninth grade. Re-
search supports the fact that stu-
dents who are successful during 
their ninth grade year are much 
more likely to graduate. A clear 
program of study based on rigor, 
relevance, and relationship will 
serve as the catalyst for a strong 
foundation in high school there-
fore increasing the likelihood 
that students will graduate.

Advanced Placement Pro-

gram

The Advanced Placement pro-
gram was designed by the na-
tional College Board to give high 
school students an opportunity 
to enroll in college-level courses 
during their junior and senior 
years in high school or even 
earlier. Because the Advanced 
Placement curriculum and exams 
are standardized nationwide, AP 
gives students an opportunity 
to complete coursework that is 
recognized by a majority of U.S. 
colleges and universities as a 
measure of a student’s ability to 

handle the rigors of college work.
Arts Access Program

Casey Elementary offers the 
Arts Access Program. Arts Ac-
cess emphasizes the integration 
of the arts (music, dance, drama, 
and visual arts) into all aspects of 
a school’s curriculum. Increased 
test scores, as well as the devel-
opment of self-esteem, are all na-
tionally proven benefits of such a 
program. There are forms of art 
that are adaptable to all core cur-
riculum including math, science, 
language arts, or physical educa-
tion. The goal of Arts Access is 
not to develop performing artists 
but rather to enrich and enhance 
the academic learning of all stu-
dents in all subject areas.

Ask for More Arts

Ask for More Arts empha-
sizes integrating arts education 
into regular instruction in the 
elementary classroom. Teachers 
at partner schools receive high-
quality training in how to use the 
arts to teach core subjects such 
as reading, math, science, and 
social studies and how to con-
nect learning for children across 
the curriculum. Integrating arts 
into classroom teaching creates 
hands-on, highly engaged work 
for children that makes learning 
relevant and motivates students 
to take ownership for their suc-
cess.

Gifted Education Program – 

Open Doors

The Gifted Education Pro-
gram, Open Doors, is for intel-
lectually and academically gifted 
students. The purpose of the 
Open Doors program is to iden-
tify and serve gifted students in 
a uniquely qualitatively differ-
entiated program not available 
in the regular classroom. Gifted 
education courses provide in-
struction in creativity, thinking 
skills, research, creative problem 
solving, communication, leader-
ship, group dynamics, and self-
knowledge in order to increase 
students’ skills and capacity for 
autonomous learning, metacog-
nition, and self-understanding. 
Students enrolled in the district’s 
gifted education program have 
met criteria set by the state of 
Mississippi.

International Baccalaureate 

Program

The International Baccalau-
reate program is a transdisci-
plinary program of international 
education designed to foster the 
development of the whole child. 
The IB program is a program of 
international education designed 
to helps students develop the 
knowledge, understanding, atti-
tudes and skills necessary to par-
ticipate actively and responsibly 
in a changing world. The general 
objectives of the IB program are 
to provide students with a bal-
anced education; to facilitate 
geographic and cultural mobil-
ity; and to promote international 

understanding through shared 
academic experiences. Currently, 
Jackson Public Schools is the 
only district in the state of Mis-
sissippi to offer the complete 
continuum grades K-12.

Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps

A major focus of our JPS 
JROTC is building leaders for 
life through science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathemat-
ics.  JPS has more than 1,900 
cadets enrolled this school year, 
which represents 25 percent of 
all high school students. More 
than 97 percent of our JROTC 
graduates received formal accep-
tance letters to post high school 
institutions of higher learning 
last school year. JPS JROTC 
graduates earned over $4 million 
in scholarship offers to various 
colleges and universities across 
the state and nation last school 
year.

Additionally, our cadets per-
form more than 30,000 hours of 
community service in the Jack-
son metro area each year. The ca-
dets are truly making a positive 
impact as they perform commu-
nity service with organizations 
such as Habitat for Humanity, 
Stop Hunger Now, the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center 
and many others in the Jackson 
metro area.

Montessori Program

Montessori education offers 
multi-aged classrooms with a 
strong emphasis on interactive, 
self-directed learning for pre-
school and elementary children. 
At the heart of Montessori edu-
cation is the emphasis on devel-
oping a child’s sense of indepen-
dence, responsibility and respect 
for others. Each class includes 
students from more than one age 
group. The scholars stay with the 
same teacher for three years.

Strings in the Schools Pro-

gram

Students throughout the Dis-
trict have the benefit of free 
instruction from professional 
members of the Mississippi 
Symphony Orchestra through the 
Strings in the Schools Program. 
Participation is open to students 
in grades 3-12. Elementary class-
es in violin, viola, cello, and bass 
meet twice weekly, while sec-
ondary classes meet daily. Twice 
a year the Mississippi Symphony 
Orchestra performs a concert for 
kindergarten students in grades 
3-5. In addition, the symphony’s 
small ensembles – the Sympho-
ny Woodwind Quintet, the Brass 
Quintet, and the String Quartet 
– provide informal concerts to 
introduce elementary students to 
the instruments of the orchestra.

JPS provides the most diverse 
curriculum culture and best edu-
cational choices for all citizens.

Cedrick Gray is superinten-
dent of Jackson Public School 
District.

Murrah High School students 
will get a taste of what to ex-
pect when they become adults 
at the upcoming annual Reality 
Fair titled “The Real World.”

The event will take place at 
the school on April 13 -14, be-
ginning at 9 a.m. each day. The 
goal of the event is to expose 
high school students to career 
possibilities and lifestyle ex-
pectations.

Scholars will participate in 
a 30-minute rotation of eight 

centers that represent different 
facets of “real life.” Booths will 
include representatives from 
businesses such as insurance, 
utilities and housing. Schol-
ars must spend their monthly 
salaries at each booth. A repre-
sentative from a local business 
will monitor a booth having 
pre-determined at least three 
monthly living expense options 
within their industry for a 25-
year old single adult. Scholars 
will choose the option at each 
booth that fits their lifestyle and 

hopefully within their budget.
They will write a check at 

each booth and be required to 
maintain a checkbook ledger. 
Volunteers will verify student 
expenses upon the completion 
of the rotation.

Murrah High School is locat-
ed at 1400 Murrah Drive. The 
principal is Kennieth Green. 

For more information, con-
tact Shirley Williams at shirl-
williams@jackson.k12.ms.us or 
(601) 960-5380 extension 5604.

Parents have a choice with 
Jackson Public Schools

Murrah High students to experience ‘real life’

Mississippi’s first statewide 
policy on secluding or restrain-
ing students that are a danger 
to themselves or others is now 
available for public comment.

The Mississippi State Board 
of Education voted Thursday 
to relaunch the public com-
ment period on a policy for the 
use of seclusion and restraint 
in schools. In June 2015, the 
SBE approved a draft policy for 
public comment, and based on 
comments received, the Mis-
sissippi Department of Educa-
tion (MDE) worked with vari-
ous stakeholders to revise the 
policy.

The MDE and the SBE sup-
port a positive approach to 
behavior that uses proactive 
strategies to create a safe school 
climate. When teachers and 
administrators implement evi-
dence-based positive behavior 
supports appropriately, a safe 
and orderly school environment 
is created that is conducive to 
learning.

However, at times, some 
students exhibit behaviors that 
place themselves and others in 
imminent danger, and school 
districts must have clearly iden-
tified responses to address these 
situations when they occur.

State law allows school 

staff to intercede in situations 
wherein students are display-
ing physically violent behavior 
or are deemed to be a danger 
to themselves or others. The 
state Board proposed policy 
positively prohibits the use of 
excessive force, or cruel and 
unusual punishment regarding 
student management.

“Restraint and/or seclusion 
should not be used as a punitive 
measure. We encourage school 
districts to ensure they have 
Positive Behavior Interventions 
and Supports in place. That is a 
firm foundation for any school 
environment,” said Dr. Carey 
Wright, state superintendent of 
education.

The policy defines restraint 
and seclusion and outlines re-
quirements for school districts, 
which include:

• Written local school board-
approved policies and proce-
dures that define appropriate 
means of restraint and seclusion 
to provide for a safe and orderly 
education. The policies and 
procedures apply to all students 
in the local school district and 
must not focus on one or more 
subgroups of students.

• School districts that permit 
restraint and seclusion must 
ensure that staff members are 
trained in the use of restraint.

• Each time a student is 
placed in restraint or seclusion, 
the incident must be document-
ed in the student’s educational 
record and reported to the MDE 
and to the parents.

• After an incident of restraint 
and/or seclusion, all school per-
sonnel involved in the incident 
and appropriate administrative 
staff shall participate in a de-
briefing session for the purpose 
of planning to prevent or at least 
reduce the reoccurrence of the 
event.

“Our goal is to ensure the 
safety and security of all stu-
dents and school staff while 
providing school districts with 
guidance for handling seri-
ous student behavioral issues,” 
Wright said.

The proposed policy can be 
found online at http://www.
mde.k12.ms.us/docs/2016-
board-agenda/tab-03-apa-re-
straint-sec_001.pdf?sfvrsn=2. 
The public may provide com-
ment on the policy for the next 
30 days.

To submit a public comment, 
written comments must be sent 
to tthigpen@mdek12.org or 
mailed to Tollie Thigpen, Office 
of Safe and Orderly Schools, 
Mississippi Department of Edu-
cation, P.O. Box 771, Suite 210, 
Jackson, MS 39205-0771.

Revised seclusion and restraint 
policy available for public comment
Mississippi Link Newswire
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At some point 
in everyone’s exis-
tence, life tends to 
throw curve balls 
that could derail 
our plans and de-

ate our drive to 
press on. When 
that happens, an 
encouraging word 
could be all that is 
needed to reboot 
one’s confidence 
in pursuing their 
dreams. Port Gib-
son native Ryan 
Martin, an Alcorn 
State University alumnus and the mastermind behind 
his new radio show, The Ryan Hustler Podcast, is here 
to motivate people to accomplish their dreams while 
entertaining them with sophisticated interviews.

“The sole purpose of the podcast is to inform, inspire 
and entertain,” said Martin, who served as Alcorn’s 
Student Government Association president in the 2009-
2010 school year. “I want my listeners to feel equipped 
to follow their passions in life after listening to my 
show.”

On the podcast, which launched March 2 and airs 
every Wednesday at 10 a.m. at www.ryanhustler.com, 
Martin speaks on topics such as business, entertain-
ment, cultural issues and the African-American com-
munity. One of his guests was Jerrilyn “Tiny” Lake, a 
fellow Alcornite and rising singer/actress. The podcast 
is a traveling series that is based in Jackson.

Martin had a brief stint as a schoolteacher in the Jack-
son area before making the leap into journalism and en-
trepreneurship. He was inspired to make the transition 
after honing his skills in management.

“I taught school for two years in which I was able to 
learn a lot about leadership and business through hav-
ing to manage a classroom. Developing those skills in-
spired me to put my new skills into a business model.”

The podcast is a product of Martin’s production com-
pany, “The Ascension Company,” also known as ACE. 
The company was established as an entertainment and 
media company in 2013. Martin, through his company, 
has produced Mississippi Fashion Week and the Missis-
sippi Fashion Awards. Between managing the company 
and preparing for the podcast, Martin understands the 
hard work that goes into completing the final product.

“Producing a podcast is a very meticulous task that 
requires a lot of research and focus. It’s very important 
for me to understand the back-story and journey of the 
person I’m interviewing. I also have to be informed on 
all cultural topics that may impact their field.”

Alcorn State University 
alumna Catherine Thomas de-
veloped a real passion for sci-
ence when she was in junior 
high school in Port Gibson. 
With her interest in the subject 
and support from her family, 
Thomas grew up to become the 
successful scientist that she is 
today.

“My interest in science start-
ed when I was in middle school 
taking physical science class-
es,” said Thomas. “From that 
point on, I knew that I had a 
strong curiosity in the physical 
and chemical processes of how 
things worked. This curiosity, 
cultivated by my family, led me 
to pursue science in college.”

Thomas, who earned a mas-
ter’s degree in biology in 2006 
from Alcorn, earned the 2016 
Minority in Research Science 
Emerald Honoree Most Promis-
ing Scientist Award at the 30th 
Annual Black Engineer of the 
Year Awards in Philadelphia, 
Pa.

She is a research biologist at 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ Engineer Research and 
Development Center in Vicks-
burg. Her duties at ERDC in-
clude conducting laboratory 
tests, writing research proposals 
and manuscripts, interpreting 
data and running analytical in-
struments.

Winning the award is a stand 
out accomplishment for Thom-
as, but what made it even better 
was a recommendation from a 

high ranking 
figure within 
the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engi-
neers.

“It was defi-
nitely a great 
honor to be 

selected for this award. How-
ever, it was a greater honor to 
be nominated for this award by 
the chief of the Environmental 
Engineering Branch, Dr. Andy 
Martin.”

According to a report on 
www.usnews.com, minorities 
and women are underrepresent-
ed in the science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
fields. Thomas’ success as a 
female, African-American sci-
entist is eye opening. She sug-
gests that teachers pique their 
students’ interests in STEM 
careers by introducing them to 
what the field has to offer. With 
her success, she hopes to inspire 
young women and minorities to 
pursue STEM careers.

“My strategy would be to 
spark their interest in STEM 
with enjoyable, critical thinking 
activities and let them decide. 
Lecturing students alone on 
how successful they could be 
in a STEM field is not enough. 
Another important aspect of 
encouraging students toward 
STEM is to inform them of the 
many interesting careers avail-
able that they are not aware 
of. A student will never know 
what he/she can do if they don’t 
know it exists.”

EDUCATION
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Martin speaks on 
culture, progress 
with new podcast

Thomas wins Most 
Promising Scientist Award
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The Department of Mass 
Communications at Alcorn 
State University held its an-
nual Media Day 2016 Wednes-
day, March 23 in the Dr. Clin-
ton Bristow Jr. Dining Facility. 
Seven panelists who represent-
ed The Clarion-Ledger, Nat-
chez Democrat, The Mississippi 
Link Newspaper, WJTV News 
Channel 12 and FOX 40 shared 
their experiences in journalism 
with Alcorn mass communica-
tions students. As trained media 
professionals in the mass com-
munications field, the panelists 
gave tips on how to excel as 
journalists. Alcorn alumna and 
FOX 40 News Anchor Melissa 
Faith Payne served as the key-
note speaker.

According to Payne, every 
journalist, news anchor and pro-
ducer should research the story 
in which they are working on.

“Everything you do will be 
seen by someone. People are 
watching you when you least 
expect them to be.”

Payne said that the impres-
sion you present to employers, 
colleagues and the community 
allows you to gain the trust of 
your viewers.

“Your social media footprint 
is a window into your lives. 
That window allows people to 
see who you are. Journalists 
are the gatekeepers of informa-
tion.”

According to Payne, you 

must keep digging and digging 
until you have the most accurate 
information needed to cover a 
story.

“It feels amazing to come 
back to Alcorn to speak with 
up and coming young journalist 
about this vast field.”

Cedric Tillman, an Alcorn 
alumnus who earned a bach-
elor’s degree in mass communi-
cations, stated that, “Your work 
represents you. The work that 
you produce will re ect the type 
of worker that you are.”

According to Therese Apel of 
The Clarion-Ledger, students 
should not be afraid to start their 
career at a smaller company. 
She encouraged the students to 

“be yourself and don’t change 
for anyone. Who you are is what 
makes your work unique.”

When speaking on the impor-
tance of hard work, WJTV New 
Channel 12’s Kip Smith said, “If 
you do the work, everything else 
will be in your path. Dedication 
to your craft will allow you to 
prosper in your field.”

Being yourself and having in-
tegrity were two topics that were 
spoken of the most amongst the 
panel. Jackie Hampton from The 
Mississippi Link spoke about 
having integrity in the journal-
ism business.

“Your work and actions will 
represent you. Have integ-
rity about your work. Not only 

should you have integrity about 
your work, but you should also 
have a passion for what you do.”

Seasoned journalists spread knowledge 
to students during Alcorn’s Media Day
Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Publisher Jackie Hampton (third from right) was a panelist at Alcorn State Univer-
sity’s Media Day and was able to meet with past recipients of National Newspaper Publishers Association 
Foundation scholarship recipients. The Link is a NNPA member. Hampton is pictured with Jerry Domatob 
(from left), professor of mass communications; Renita Lacy, 2015 scholarship recipient; Fred Galloway, 
2013 recipient; Beunkka Davis, 2014 scholarship recipient and Howard University graduate student and 
Toni Terrett, Esq., assistant professor of mass communications and Media Day chair.

The grand reopening of the 
Charles F. Moore building on 
Thursday at Jackson State Univer-
sity included a tour showcasing 
new 21st century learning centers 
sparked by a grant awarded to 
Jackson State University by the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion.

After a yearlong planning pro-
cess, the home of Undergraduate 
Studies has morphed into a state-
of-the-art facility with a revamped 
lobby that serves as a charging sta-
tion for electronic devices and new 
workspaces throughout the build-
ing for students. Changes include 
newly installed desks and monitors 
for interactive communications to 
foster an environment of creativity 
for faculty, staff and students.

Dr. Robert Blaine, dean of Un-
dergraduate Studies and Cyber-
Learning at JSU, said the learning 
spaces have been redesigned to 
support three pillars: active learn-
ing; using technology to expand 
the bounds of the traditional class-
room; and enabling students to 
create their own primary resource 
materials in their discipline.

Blaine said he’s especially 
thrilled because classrooms are 
set up for collaborative learning 
– some resembling lounges – that 
allow students to talk to each other 
and jointly solve problems.

“Students needed an environ-
ment for processing information 
and creating knowledge and new 
opportunities,” he said.

JSU President Carolyn W. Mey-
ers, said, “This is just what our 
faculty, staff and students deserve. 
This upgraded facility will allow 
them to transfer, create and syn-
thesize new knowledge. This is an 
example of the wealth of this insti-
tution, providing hope for the fu-
ture of Mississippi and the world, 
which is your playground.”

Furthermore, said Meyers, “Our 

focus here is preparing the next 
generation of leaders who will 
impact us for the rest of our lives. 
You will be the change that the fu-
ture will thrive on. This progress 
will enable us to keep on thinking 
for the 21st century.”

Corey Bryant, coordinator of 
computer labs for Undergraduate 
Studies, said, “The updates are ex-
cellent because students are able 
to express their creativity. Today’s 
generation grew up on cell phones 
and other technology. … So, you 
want to tap into their existing skills 
so they can assemble and dialogue 
to help advance technology and 
humanity.”

Bryant, explaining the facility’s 
new discussion room, said he en-
visions students developing apps, 
for example, in a nontraditional 
setting.

“Students will love these chang-
es because typically, in some 
educational settings, students are 
ordered to put away their technol-

ogy. We, on the other hand, pro-
mote technology. We ask them to 
pull out their devices to explore 
what they can do. Instead of being 
on social media all the time, let’s 
see more of your creative side. The 
sky is the limit. We give students 
the freedom and resources to be 
adventurous.”

There’s also a Professional Ad-
visement Center, which encour-
ages interactive communications 
between students and advisers for 
completing their academic sched-
ules and setting academic and per-
sonal goals.

“The center allows students and 
advisers to get better acquaint-
ed,” said freshman biology major 
Mitchell Brown of Olive Branch. 
An honors college student, Brown 
said, “This more relaxed area is a 
great improvement. Now, you can 
sit side by side with your adviser 
and carve out your future.”

Jennifer Scott-Gilmore, coordi-
nator of transfer student services

for Undergraduate Studies, said, 
“The new interactive design of 
the classrooms gives students a 
hands-on approach to learning and 
helps them form different perspec-
tives from their peers. Students 
can incorporate their learning with 
iPads, using mondoboards. … As 
well, the new infrastructure is very 
cohesive, and presentation is very 
important to learning. Now, stu-
dents feel that their education is 
valued,” she said.

A central part of this endeavor, 
said Blaine, is that the new tech-
nological infrastructure was made 
possible because of strong external 
assistance.

“We’ve been able to achieve 
this thanks to the support of the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
We were named as an institutional 
partner earlier this year, and it sup-
ported us and provided the funding 
so that we could move forward by 
re-imagining the learning experi-
ence for our students.”

Charles F. Moore building 
soars into the 21st century 
with learning center upgrades

JSU President Carolyn W. Meyers celebrates with students during a balloon shower in observance of upgrades to 
classroom infrastructure in the Charles F. Moore building. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU

Jerrilyn “Tiny” Lake and Ryan 
Martin after their interview.

Thomas

FOX 40 News Anchor Melissa 
Faith Payne addresses students.

By L.A. Warren 
jsumsnews.com



The founder of Chick-fil-A, 
Truett Cathy, made the decision 
to close on Sundays in 1946 
when he opened his first restau-
rant in Hapeville, Ga. He has of-
ten shared that his decision was 
as much practical as spiritual.

He believes that all fran-
chised Chick-fil-A operators 
and their restaurant employees 
should have an opportunity to 
rest, spend time with family 
and friends and worship if they 
choose to do so.

The company’s website:  
http://www.chick-fil-a.com/
Company/Highlights-Sunday 
explains that that is why all 
Chick-fil-A restaurants are 
closed on Sundays. It’s part of 
their recipe for success. 

Now, the restaurant has taken 
on a new venture to continue 
their celebration of family.  
Chick-fil-A wants you to put 
down your cellphone and enjoy 
a tech-free meal.

The restaurant chain recent-
ly shared the information on 
the website and with CNBC’s 
Sarah Whitten that it is offering 
customers in some 150 stores a 
“Cell Phone Coop,” a box for 

families to ditch their devices 
while they chow down on waf e 
fries in-store.

Brad Williams, a Chick-fil-A 
operator in Suwanee, Ga., who 
is responsible for the coop, said 
that Americans spend an aver-
age of 4.  hours per day on their 
cellphone.

“We really want our restaurant 
to provide a sense of community 
for our customers, where family 
and friends can come together 
and share uality time with one 
another,” Williams said in a 
statement.

Families who are able to go 
the whole meal without picking 
up their phones receive a free 
Chick-fil-A icedream cone.

The chain is not the first to of-
fer incentives for customers to 
ditch their devices. Restaurants 
nationwide have given discounts 
to consumers who pledge to go 
cellphone free during their meal.

“The challenge has complete-
ly taken off,” Williams said. “We 
have families who aren’t suc-
cessful the first time and come 
back to try again. We even have 
people asking to take the boxes 
home with them. Our whole 
community is talking about it.”

We have 
come to the fi-
nal sermon on 
the Learning 
to Love God 
series. As I 
mentioned last 

week, we have looked at many 
scriptures throughout the Bi-
ble that relate to this subject 
and it has indeed been a bless-
ing.

One of the final topics in this 
series is “What’s at stake if we 
don’t love God with all of our 
hearts ” We found the answer 
in Deuteronomy 30:20 which 
reads: “That you may love 
the Lord your God, and obey 
His voice that you may cleave 
unto Him: for He is your life, 
and the length of thy days
that you may dwell in the land 
which the Lord promised ”

The sad thing is, many 
Christians never experience 
life the way Deuteronomy 
30:20 implies because so many 
church folk are not serious 
about their spiritual growth. 
Life itself cannot be reduced 
to the clothes you wear, the 
money you have, the job you 
go to and other worldly things. 
Life is more than that.

Jesus said it Himself, that 
life itself is of more value than 
food, money or clothes. There 
is nothing in this world that is 
e ual to your life in value.

We must believe that there 
is joy in the Lord apart from 
material things. Nehemiah 
8:10, “Then he said to them, 
go your way, and enjoy life, 
eat and drink sweet beverages 
and make sure to give some to 
the poor  for this day is holy 
to our Lord. Do not sorrow, 
for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.”

In Nehemiah 8:9, the people 
wept because of their sins after 
hearing the word of God. They 
had been gone for 0 years and 
returned from Babylon where 
they were not able to get much 
Scripture teaching because 
there were no synagogues in 
Babylon. Therefore, once they 

returned to Jerusalem after re-
building the walls they wanted 
to finally hear the word of God 
again, but when they heard it, 
they were convicted and wept. 
However, Nehemiah told them 
that they should enjoy them-
selves because God’s joy was 
their strength. By the way, the 
name Nehemiah means conso-
lation.

If the Holy Spirit is not ac-
tive in your life, I can guaran-
tee that you will not be able 
to experience the joy of the 
Lord especially in challeng-
ing times: 1Thessalonians 1:6, 
“And you became imitators of 
us and of the Lord, welcoming 
the word in much af iction, 
with joy of the Holy Spirit.”

The Thessalonian Christians 
were able to receive the word 
of God while facing much per-
secution, because they had the 
joy of the Holy Spirit. John 
4:24 says God is a Spirit. So, 
the joy that the Thessalonians 
experienced was the joy of the 
Lord. Notice again, the joy 
they had did not come from 
their surroundings it was 
persecution , but because the 
Holy Spirit was active in their 
lives when they were perse-
cuted the trouble only pressed 
joy to the max.

Deuteronomy 30:20 says 
long life is at stake. If you do 
not learn to love God with all 
of your heart, you will shorten 
your life expectancy. In other 
words, if you love God with 
all of your heart, God not only 
extends your life, but as you 
live and when you get down 
He will restore your life and 
He will sweeten your life to 
make it a good experience.

Ephesians 6:2-3: “Honor 
your father and mother which 
is the first commandment with 
a promise , o that it may be 
well with you, and that you 
may live long on the earth.” 
What is meant by that it may 
be well with you means that 
if children obey their parents 
God would make sure that 
they are blessed in many ways 
including happiness as they go 
through life and they will be 

able to enjoy life this way for 
a long time.    

A secure life is another thing 
that is at stake if we don’t learn 
to love God with all our heart. 

Anything outside of Christ 
is sinking sand. We work so 
hard to try to establish stabili-
ty in our lives. We save money 
if we can, we try to budget our 
money wisely, we work hard 
to build a future for ourselves, 
but outside of Christ, nothing 
is stable or secure.

ou will find that being ded-
icated to living in obedience 
to God is the launching pad 
or spring board to loving God 
with all of your heart.

Deuteronomy 30:2 says 
when you stray and then return 
to the Lord, you need to com-
mit yourself fully to the Lord. 
This is very crucial and man-
datory if you will ever reach 
loving God with all of your 
heart.

In a way, being fully dedi-
cated is loving God with all 
of your heart. If you are fully 
committed to living holy then 
you love God with all of your 
heart. If you are fully com-
mitted to serving the Lord/
using your spiritual gifts and 
if you have denied yourself 
and taken up your cross, then 
you love God with all of your 
heart.

Deuteronomy 30:19 says 
we must make a conscious ef-
fort to love God: “ therefore 
choose life ”

The results of a full commit-
ment:

 Will recover that which 
was lost Deuteronomy 30:3-
5 - Joel 2:25, “And I will re-
store to you the years which 
the swarming locust has 
eaten ” The people had lost 
stuff because of their sins, but 
if they repent God would re-
store some things. Likewise, 
God will restore some things 
we lost in the past if we learn 
to love Him with all of our 
hearts.

 Will receive a heart opera-
tion Deuteronomy 30:6

“God will purge all your 
wicked affections, a thing that 

is not in your own power to 
do.” God will do verse 6, if 
you do verse 2, “ obey His 
voice according to all that I 
command you today, you and 
your sons, with all your heart, 
and with all your soul ”

These verses are the climax 
of how we can come to the 
place to love God with all of 
our hearts.

God will purge all our wick-
ed affections, a thing that is 
not in our own power to do.

When you fully commit to 
Christ, God steps in and goes 
to work on your heart. When 
we fully commit to Christ, 
God will do the rest in terms 
of our hearts changing and 
loving Him with all of our 
hearts. Without full commit-
ment to holy living, our hearts 
will never change. If we fully 
commit to Christ, He makes 
it his business to change our 
hearts for us.

Loving God with all our 
hearts is attainable: Deuter-
onomy 30:11, “For this com-
mandment which I command 
you today is not hidden from 
you, neither is it far off.” After 
God had given His command-
ments, He let them know that 
they were not hard to under-
stand, they were not out of 
reach.

Deuteronomy 30:19 says, “I 
call heaven and earth to wit-
ness against you this day that 
I have set before you life and 
death, the blessing and the 
curse: therefore choose life, 
that you may live, you and 
your seed.”

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Cen-
ter, 464 Church Rd., Madison.  
He and wife, Minister Yolan-
da; are the proud parents of 
three daughters. He has re-
ceived degrees from Criswell 
College in Dallas, Texas; 
Southern Methodist Univer-
sity – Perkins School of Theol-
ogy; and a Masters of Divin-
ity from Memphis Theological 
Seminary. He may be reached 
at (601) 260-3016, (601) 855-
7898 or email karab5@live.
com

April has ar-
rived on the 
heels on two cel-
ebrated months 
which are rec-
ognized by all 
of the United 

States of America: Black His-
tory Month and Women’s His-
tory Month.  Now, the state 
of Mississippi, finds itself in 
a celebration that brings con-
troversy that resonates across 
the nation.  The celebration: 
Confederate Heritage Month.

No, Mississippi is not the 
only state to recognize this 
celebration of sorts  but why, 
Mississippi  I’ve listened to 
the state’s governor who gave 
his opinion on why he felt this 
was an important observance. 
I’ve viewed a few online and 
media chats and have even 
read about the origin of this 
so-called celebration. Opin-
ions are strong and plentiful.

Devoted readers of this col-
umn know that I generally 
stay away from political top-
ics because it is covered in 
enough forms of the media, so 
I prefer sharing thoughts/testi-
monies about God’s goodness. 
Well, after some careful con-
sideration about this week’s 
article, I realized that there is 
a message from God here.

Psalm 8:3-4 – “Things that 
we have heard and known, 
that our fathers have told us. 
We will not hide them from 
their children, but tell to the 
coming generation the glori-
ous deeds of the Lord, and His 
might, and the wonders that 
He has done.”

Romans 15:4 – “For what-
ever was written in former 
days was written for our in-
struction, that through endur-
ance and through the encour-
agement of the Scriptures we 
might have hope.”

Deuteronomy 32:  - “Re-
member the days of old, Con-
sider the years of all genera-
tions. Ask your father, and he 
will inform you, our elders, 
and they will tell you.”

These verses give me sol-
ace. Why  Because in order 

to combat evil, you have to 
be aware of your history. God 
has given us the instructions 
on why we should know our 
past and the mere conversa-
tion of Confederate Heritage 
Month made many of us speak 
up about the wrongs that many 
are trying to celebrate.  

I’m not even going to get 
started on the issue of the state  
flag in Mississippi. I may be 
compelled to tackle that later. 
What I am going to say is that 
Mississippi’s governor is flex-
ing his muscles and he’s actu-
ally following the lead of his 
predecessor, Gov. Haley Bar-
bour.

The message coming out of 
Mississippi seems to be a neg-
ative one, but now I find my-
self prouder than ever of those 
who disagree with the actions 
of supporting the Confederacy 
in any form.

We are standing together 
to have our voices heard, our 
history remembered and the 
words of God shared. He has 
and continues to do wondrous 
things. Through endurance 
and encouragement we will 
succeed as generations be-
fore us have done as all three 
verses above tell us.

So, let’s make sure that we 
share the confederate discus-
sion and turn it into actions 
that are pleasing to God.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to not only 
share your news of praise and 
good works but that of your 
places of worship, as well. 
Remember, the verse that I 
often share with you: Isaiah 
52:  NIV  reads: “How beau-
tiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to 

ion, our God reigns ”
To share your news, con-

tact Daphne M. Higgins at 
religion@mississippilink.com, 
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Rd., Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Learning to Love God

Chick-fil-A 
celebrates Sunday 

and family

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  W O R D 
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Flor-
ence Ave., will observe its 109th Church 
Anniversary with a picnic and worship cel-
ebration April 2 – 3.  On April 2, the annual 
church picnic will be held from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on the church grounds.  On April 
3, Sunday School will begin at 8:30 a.m. 
immediately followed by 10 a.m. worship.  
For more information call (601) 355-2610.  
Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church of God in Christ, 
3387 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, will 
host its Spring Revival April 4 – 8, begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. each night.  The church 
will also observe Family Day on April 24 
during its 11 a.m. worship service.  For 
more information call (601) 981-8569 or 
visit www.newjerusalemcogic.org. Dr. An-

drew Friday Sr. is the pastor. 

Greater Pearlie Grove M. B. Church, 
1640 West County Line Road, Jackson, 
will host its Spring “Meet and Greet” on 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 9. For more 
information call (601) 354-2026. Rev. Ste-
phen Mason is the pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins 
Dr., Jackson, Young Matron’s Auxiliary will 
host Mother’s Morning Out April 16, at 
Prissy Paintbrush, 896 Centre’ St., Ridge-
land.  Childcare will be provided at the 
church for participants.  For information 
regarding payments visit www.newhope-
baptist.org or wofaith15@gmail.com.  For 
additional information call (601) 366-7002. 
Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor.

Special to The Mississippi Link

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:



Considering 
the current cha-
otic political 
e n v i r o n m e n t , 
how do those 
of us who are 
Christians de-

cide who to vote for? It’s not 
as simple as voting for the can-
didate who wraps themselves 
in scriptures and shows up at 
the most churches. One way 
is to look back at the truth of 
Matthew 7:17-20 which says, 
“You will know them by their 
fruits … even so, every good 
tree bears good fruit, but a bad 
tree bears bad fruit. A good tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can 
a bad tree bear good fruit. Ev-
ery tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. Therefore by their 
fruits you will know them.” In 
other words, we must become 

fruit inspectors.
Think about the fruit of the 

seeds planted in the last eight 
years: President Barack Obama 
is currently enjoying his high-
est approval ratings in over 
three years and an increasingly 
stronger U.S. economy. In con-
trast, some argue that the recent 
chaos in the Republican party is 
a result of their eight-year strat-
egy of negative rhetoric and ob-
struction. Republicans are now 
faced with a very popular lead-
ing presidential candidate who 
gleefully advocates racial divi-
sion and violence. The truly sad 
part is that many of the various 
Republican candidates, includ-
ing Donald Trump, proudly 
confess to be Christian.

It saddens me that Christian-
ity has been hijacked and as a 
result, is perceived as a religion 
that ridicules and not recon-
ciles. Instead of showing love 
and compassion, those who 

perhaps need grace the most 
are treated with cruel disdain 
and bigoted judgement.

It seems the words of 1 Cor-
inthians 5:18-19 have been for-
gotten: “All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: that 
God was reconciling the world 
to himself in Christ, not count-
ing men’s sins against them. 
And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation.”

The growing public back-
lash against the negativity of 
the current Republican presi-
dential campaign indicates 
that the fruit of this behavior 
is increased negativity and not 
the anticipated unified party/
country. In fact, some mem-
bers of the Republican party 
have even declared that they do 
not plan to support the current 
front runner. The most recent 
reports of  violent campaign 

rallies, bullying behavior and 
racist language makes me won-
der if these shocking behaviors 
brought up are really a “liberal 
media plot” or merely an exam-
ple of harvesting bad fruit.

Christians should not vote 
based on an outward display 
of religiosity or promises of a 
renewal of moral values. In-
stead, we should vote for those 
who pass the “fruit inspection.” 
Before we vote, we should ask 
which candidates best exempli-
fy the words of Galatians 5:22: 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.” Then 
we should pray.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose after a Rela-
tionship Ends.” She may be 
reached at  lovehangover@
juno.com.

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of March 31

1. Wanna Be Happy?    Kirk Franklin
2. Worth     Anthony Brown & group therAPy
3. Intentional     Travis Greene
4. 123 Victory     Kirk Franklin
5. I’m Yours      Casey J
6. I’m Good     Tim Bowman Jr.
7. The Anthem     Todd Dulaney
8. Put A Praise On It    Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard
9. I Luh God     Erica Campbell Featuring Big Shizz
10. Like No Other    Byron Cage

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                 ARTISTS     ALBUM

Becoming a fruit inspector

My friends, 
the judgment is 
near. We find in 
the New Testa-
ment, 2 Timo-
thy 3:1-5 these 
words, “But 

know this, that in the last days 
perilous times will come. For 
men will be lovers of them-
selves, lovers of money, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers, dis-
obedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-con-
trol, brutal, despisers of good, 
traitors, headstrong, haughty, 
lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, having a form 
of godliness but denying its 
power. And from such people 
turn away.”

The Apostle Paul’s reference 
to the last days reveals to us the 
urgency of the times in which 
we are living. The last days be-
gan after Jesus victorious res-
urrection.  People are drifting 
farther and farther away from 
God  and not realizing that the 
judgment is near. We must not 
give into society’s demands. As 
Christians, we must evaluate or 
examine our behavior and atti-
tude against the Apostle Paul’s 
warning.

It is time to take a stand 
against evil by obeying God’s 
Word. We must keep our stan-
dards high, act and use wisdom 
by doing good whenever possi-
ble. The Apostle Paul words’ in 
Colossians 4:5-6 says, “Walk in 
wisdom toward those who are 
outside, redeeming the time.  
Let your speech always be with 
grace, seasoned with salt, that 
you may know how you ought 
to answer each one.” As Chris-
tians, we must use wisdom in 
our approach with non-Chris-
tians, making the most of our 
opportunities to share the love 

of Christ and the good news of 
salvation. As ambassadors for 
Christ, it is important always to 
be humble and gracious in what 
we say. We must encourage and 
respect others.

In every age, we will expe-
rience troubled times. Even, 
now, the world in which we 
live is full of  trouble, violence, 
destruction and killings of in-
nocent people, children being 
sexually abuse and candidates 
pursuing the highest office in 
America are slandering each 
others’ lives. There is trouble in 
the world.

We are reminded of Brother 
Job in the Old Testament, “Man 
that is born of a woman is of 
few days and full of trouble” 
(Job 14:1). My friends, life is 
short and full of trouble. In all 
of Job’s miseries, disappoint-
ments, loneliness and illness he 
said that life is not fair. No mat-
ter how unfair and unjust your 
present condition seems, God 
offers us the hope of being with 
Him in eternity.

Remember, the God of Ja-
cob is our refuge and strength. 
We serve an on time God, who 
has never failed us yet. The old 
song says, “We come this far 
by faith, leaning on the Lord, 
trusting in His Holy Name.”  
Our God will deliver us and 
set us free. We must trust and 
obey for there is no other way, 
When we live for the Lord, He 
will bless us. Yes, we will expe-
rience difficult days  however, 
God will take care of us.

Rev. Simeon Green III is pas-
tor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a mem-
ber of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

We live in perilous 
times – evil days

Part I

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY

Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 

Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
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Although the 
former Corinthi-
an Colleges, once 
one of the na-
tion’s largest for-
profit colleges, 
closed its doors 

last year, many of the problems 
incurred by its former students 
persist. The now-defunct college 
is the only questionable actor 
among for-profit colleges.

To date, investigations and 
lawsuits have focused on a grow-
ing list of other for-profit schools 
and colleges including but not 
limited to Computer Systems 
Institutes, DeVry University, 
ITT Tech, Marinello Schools of 
Beauty and Trump University. 

With tuition costs higher than 
many public colleges and uni-
versities, many for-profit college 
students are financially forced to 
take on private student loan debt 
at interest rates that exceed those 
of federal student loans. Others 
are advised to add related charg-
es to credit card accounts.

One of the worst financial 
abuses perpetrated are against the 
men and women who sought to 
successfully transition from mili-
tary to civilian life. Many veter-
ans enrolled and even graduated 

from for-profit institutions, like 
Corinthian, but now find there 
are three strikes against them: the 
promised better careers and high 
earnings never materialized, and 
thirdly, educational benefits that 
underwrote a portion of the so-
called educational cost have now 
been suspended.

In response, eight state attor-
neys general have challenged the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
to “restore the educational and 
vocational rehabilitation benefits 
that thousands of veterans are de-
prived of due to misleading ad-
vertising, or enrollment practices 
of predatory institutions, such as 
Corinthian Colleges, Inc.” These 
attorneys general  represent the 
states of California, Connecticut, 
Illinois, Kentucky, Massachu-
setts, New Mexico, Oregon and 
Washington.

“Most of the student relief 
owing from enforcement ac-

tions against predatory educa-
tional institutions has, however, 
pertained to student loans – not 
the hard-earned benefits of our 
nation’s veterans,” wrote the 
AGs.

Two taxpayer funded pro-
grams, the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill 
and the Vocational Rehabilita-
tion and Employment (VR&E) 
program are at the heart of the 

AGs’ concerns. G.I. Bill benefits, 
funded by Title IV federal stu-
dent aid, provide up to $21,084 
per year for tuition; additional 
funding covers housing, books 
and supplies. VR E benefits 
are awarded for service-related 
disabilities that can include job 
training and education, work-
place accommodations and ca-
reer coaching.

Legally, for-profit colleges 
may receive up to 90 percent of 
their annual revenues from Title 
IV. VR&E assistance is not in-
cluded as part of Title IV. If both 
Title IV funds – which also in-
clude Pell Grants – are combined 
with VR E benefits, taxpayers 
are almost completely funding 
for-profit enterprises.

“[T]he VA’s decision to pro-
vide funds to Corinthian for stu-
dent veterans’ attendance at these 
programs should be deemed an 
administrative error,” said the 
AGs. “This administrative er-
ror deprived student veterans of 
their right to use their benefits at 
an institution that was free of er-
roneous, deceptive, and mislead-
ing advertising, sales, and enroll-
ment practices.”

For the Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC), the apparent lack 
of actual benefits derived from 
enrollment at DeVry are at the 

heart of a lawsuit filed in late Jan-
uary. Its complaint charges that 
one of DeVry’s key claims was 
deceptive – that its graduates had 
15 percent higher incomes one 
year following graduation. FTC 
also cited how DeVry promised 
that its graduates would find jobs 
in their fields of study and would 
earn more than those graduating 
with bachelor’s degrees from 
other colleges or universities. In 
most cases, these promises never 
materialized.

On March 10, according to 
FTC, DeVry filed a motion to 
have the case dismissed. On May 
2, a hearing will be held to hear 
oral arguments from both sides.

“Millions of Americans look 
to higher education for train-
ing that will lead to meaning-
ful employment and good pay,” 
said FTC Chairwoman Edith 
Ramirez. “Educational institu-
tions like DeVry owe prospec-
tive students the truth about their 
graduates’ success finding em-
ployment in their field of study 
and the income they can earn.”

In at least one case, ‘univer-
sity’ was used in the name of a 
for-profit enterprise even though 
it lacked a required state charter 
to do so.

According to New York Attor-
ney General Eric T. Schneider-

man, between 2005 and 2011, 
Trump University operated as an 
unlicensed educational institute 
that promised to teach real estate 
investment techniques. The of-
fice’s investigation revealed that 
participating consumers paid up 
to $1,495 for a three-day seminar. 
While in attendance, they did not 
receive the real estate training 
promised but were encouraged to 
sign-up for programs ranging in 
costs from $10,000 to $35,000.

In 2005, the New York State 
Education Department advised 
the enterprise of its state law vio-
lation. The enterprise’s name was 
not changed until 2010. Through 
it all, it never received a license 
to operate in the state.

“More than 5,000 people 
across the country who paid 
Donald Trump $40 million to 
teach them his hard sell tactics 
got a hard lesson in bait-and-
switch,” said AG Schneiderman.  

The pending lawsuit filed in 
Manhattan’s New York Supreme 
Court, seeks full restitution for 
consumers defrauded of more 
than $40 million.

A separate but similar 2010 
cased filed in San Diego filed 
against Trump University is a 
second  class-action lawsuit, and 
is scheduled for a May 6 pretrial 
hearing.

As for the now-defunct Corin-
thian Colleges, recent news ac-
counts reveal how the purchaser 
of the former colleges, nonprofit 
Zenith Education Group, has 
failed to correct many of the 
problem students continue to 
face. While ownership may 
have changed and enrollment 
dropped, other issues like allega-
tions of fraud and mismanage-
ment by the same people who 
worked under Corinthian persist. 

In response the Department 
of Education confirmed to As-
sociated Press on March 15 that 
the law firm hired to monitor the 
college turnaround was fired and 
further that a replacement will be 
hired.

Last fall the Center for Re-
sponsible Lending (CRL) re-
leased research that found how 
high-cost, for-profit colleges 
make millions each year by tar-
geting students of color. As stu-
dents of color enroll more often 
at for-profit colleges, they are 
also disproportionately harmed.

The uest for financial justice 
continues….

Charlene Crowell is a com-
munications manager with the 
Center for Responsible Lending. 
She can be reached at Charlene.
crowell@responsiblelending.
org.

Some words 
seem rarely men-
tioned in this 
highly toxic po-
litical season.  
We’ve heard 
about bombs 

and walls, but very little about 
peace. One is almost tempted, 
when some of the candidates 
are speaking, to burst into song 
– give peace a chance. In this 
Women’s History Month, it 
makes sense to re ect on wom-
en and the peace movement and 
especially on the African-Amer-
ican women who have been 
peace activists and have played 
a significant role in this move-
ment.

The Women’s International 
League of Peace and Freedom 
was founded in 1915 in the 
midst of World War I. Its first 
chair, Hull House’s Jane Ad-
dams, cared deeply about world 
disarmament.  Early on, though, 
there were criticisms of WILPF 
and the peace movement be-
cause African Americans were 
too often invisible.

In a book poignantly titled, No 
Peace Without Freedom, Race 
and WILPF, Joyce Blackwell 
writes about tensions within the 
path breaking peace organiza-
tion. In a similar book, A Band 
of Noble Women: Racial Politics 
in the Women’s Peace Move-
ment Melinda Plastas writes that 
African-American women com-
bined the effects of race, gender 
and war and “demanded a place 
for black women in the interna-
tional peace movement.

Mary Church Terrell was in-
volved in WILPF almost from 
its outset, serving on its board 
for a time. The D.C. doyenne, 
who was one of the first Afri-
can-American women to earn a 

college degree, was involved in 
the civil rights and social justice 
movements. A teacher by pro-
fession, she was one of the first 
women to serve on the Wash-
ington, D.C. Board of Educa-
tion. She played founding roles 
in many justice organizations, 
including the NAACP, the In-
ternational College of Women, 
the National Association of Col-
ored Women, and Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. Some of 
her dealings with WILPF were 
not smooth; she was not re-
elected to serve a second term 
on the Board of the organiza-
tion, to the chagrin of many of 
the white women who felt that 
black women’s voices needed to 
be heard on peace matters.

Terrell was not the only wom-
an who worked with WILPF 
during its early days. Addie 
Hunton came to activism early, 
working as an organizer for 
NACW in the early 20th centu-
ry. She worked with servicemen 
in France during the war. Those 
war experiences perhaps in u-
enced her to work as a peace ac-
tivist during the 1920s. In 1926, 
she wrote a report condemning 
U.S. occupation of Haiti.

Bertha McNeill was another 
of the African-American women 
involved in WILPF.  She led the 
Washington, D.C. chapter, and 
also served as a vice president of 
the organization for two terms.

These women – as do some 
of our non-African American 
sisters like Media Benjamin and 
Arandhati Roy – come to mind 
in the middle of this raucous po-
litical season. Sane, calm voices 
are missing in these presidential 
debates. We are also missing a 
future focus that takes the futil-
ity of increasing militarism into 
consideration.

With the immigration crisis 
sparked by con ict in Syria, the 

violence maintained by ISIS, 
unrest in the Middle East and 
tension with Russia, not to men-
tion the number of US troops 
still in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
wouldn’t it be appropriate for 
us to hear about alternatives to 
militarism.

That brings me to Califor-
nia Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee, the only person who had 
the courage to oppose Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s push for 
military action after September 
11, 2001. She appropriately 
asked whether our country was 
rushing into war. Subsequent 
events suggest that we did rush 
– “weapons of mass destruc-
tion” were never found. Many 
of us are quite familiar with 
Barbara Lee’s peace activism, 
but far fewer of us know much 
about Mary Church Terrell and 
Addie Hunton. While African-
American peace activists were 
few in the WILPF early days, 
their contributions were signifi-
cant and, more importantly, they 
paved the way for activists like 
Barbara Lee to advocate a peace 
agenda and a peace budget.

Those who profit from the 
military industrial complex 
seem so welded to the notion of 
war that they won’t give peace 
a chance. And they’ll take war 
however they can – at home, as 
police departments are increas-
ingly militarized, or abroad, 
where it is easy to create an en-
emy. Black women’s history of 
peace activism should be lifted 
up this month, especially the 
work of Mary Church Terrell 
and Barbara Lee.

Julianne Malveaux is an au-
thor and economist based in 
Washington, D.C. Her latest 
offering, “Are We Better Off? 
Race, Obama and Public Poli-
cy,” is available for purchase at 
www.juliannemalveaux.com.

During the 
past seven 
plus years, I 
have been ex-
tremely criti-
cal of Presi-

dent Obama’s willful neglect 
and callous disregard for the 
black community. Blacks 
have been the single, larg-
est voting block for Obama; 
giving him 96 percent and 94 
percent of their vote in 2008 
and 2012 respectively.

Unfortunately, Obama has 
refused to reward this nearly 
universal support from the 
black community by way of 
any specific policies that ad-
dresses the black unemploy-
ment rate, the high crime rate, 
drug sentencing disparities, 
etc.; nor has he adequately 
rewarded blacks to key politi-
cal appointments.

This continued disdain 
reared its ugly head yet again 
when Obama nominated Mer-
rick Garland to the U.S. Su-
preme Court. Garland, by all 
accounts, is a very respected 
jurist and a very decent per-
son. But does the Court really 
need another white, Anglo-
Saxton, protestant (WASP)? 
Obama seems incapable of 
surrounding himself with 
anyone who is not from a 
Harvard/Yale pedigree.

The president has had three 
picks to the court (including 
Garland) during his two terms 
and thinks so little of blacks, 
especially black women, that 
he has never as so much in-
terviewed a black female ju-
rist to be put on his short list 
of potential nominees.

Typically a president will 
put people on his short list 
to satisfy specific constitu-
ent groups, even if he has no 
intention of nominating the 
person; it’s done for the op-
tics.

Obama has nominated two 
females, Sonia Sotomayor, 
the first Hispanic  Elena a-
gan and now a white male.

According to the U.S. 
Election Project, in 2008 and 
2012, black women voted at 
a higher rate than any other 
group. Four years ago, 74 per-
cent of eligible black women 
went to the polls – and 96 
percent voted for Obama.

The reason Obama so dis-
regards black voters is be-
cause he knows no matter 
what he does, blacks will 
never criticize him for his 
actions because they are so 
enamored with him being a 
black president.

Maybe some of this blind 
loyalty within the black com-
munity is beginning to wear 
off, albeit rather late in the 
game; afterall, Obama will 
be out of office in less than 
a year.

To my stunning amaze-
ment, some black women, for 
once, are publically criticiz-
ing Obama’s choice of Gar-
land to the Supreme Court, 
unlike their male counter-
points in the Congressional 
Black Caucus who have de-
cided to accept the presi-
dent’s continued disdain.

Two weeks ago the Associ-
ated Press interviewed sev-
eral prominent black females 
about this very issue and I 
was pleasantly surprised at 
what they said.

Avis Jones-DeWeever, 
founder of the Exception-
al Leadership Institute for 
Women, told the AP, “The 
fact that he would once again 
look over black women for 
this specific appointment is 
an absolute slap in the face to 
his top supporters…I’m not 
motivated to lift one finger to 
get his [Garland] nomination 
through.”

Barbara Arnwine, execu-
tive director at the Trans-

formative Justice Coalition 
stated, [by selecting Garland, 
Obama], “does not give the 
respect to his most ardent 
supporters…the passion you 
saw around Sotomayor you 
will not see around this pick.”

Finally, a couple of liberal, 
black Democratic supporters 
of Obama who are willing to 
publically call him and his 
administration out for their 
continued disrespect of the 
black community.

DeWeever and Arnwine are 
both friends and I have called 
them out in the past for their 
sycophantic support of all 
things Obama. I can finally 
say that I am proud of them 
for taking a principled stand.

As a Republican, I find it 
quite amazing that I seem to 
be more irate about Obama’s 
treatment of the black com-
munity than the very people 
who practically worship at 
the feet of the God called 
Obama.

In 2016, we have the first 
black president who has put 
the first Latina on the Su-
preme Court; but yet, has 
refused to even put a black 
female on the short list for 
consideration.

What Obama is doing to 
the black community is po-
litical malpractice.

The bigger question is why 
does the black community 
continue to accept Obama’s 
constant slights? I have never 
seen a group of people that is 
so loyal for so long with so 
little to show for it.

Raynard Jackson is the 
founder and chairman of 
Black Americans for a Better 
Future, a federally registered 
527 Super PAC established 
to get more blacks involved 
in the Republican Party.  
BAFBF focuses on the black 
entrepreneur. For more in-
formation about BAFBF, visit 
www.bafbf.org.

Veterans, students, consumers 
of color often targeted for fraud

Mary Church Terrell, Barbara 
Lee and other black women 
in the peace movement

Does President Obama even 
care about black people?
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WASHINGTON – The FBI’s announcement that it 
mysteriously hacked into an iPhone is a public setback 
for Apple Inc., as consumers suddenly discover they 
can’t keep their most personal information safe. Apple 
remains in the dark about how to restore the security 
of its agship product.

The government said it was able to break into an 
iPhone used by a gunman in a mass shooting in Cali-
fornia, but it didn’t say how. That puzzled Apple soft-
ware engineers – and outside experts – about how 
the FBI broke the digital locks on the phone without 
Apple’s help. It also complicated Apple’s job repairing 

aws that jeopardize its software.
The Justice Department’s announcement that it was 

dropping a legal fight to compel Apple to help it access 
the phone also took away any obvious legal avenues 
Apple might have used to learn how the FBI did it. 
The Justice Department declined through a spokesman 
to comment Tuesday.

It is a closely held secret how the FBI hacked the 
iPhone, but a few clues have emerged. A senior law 
enforcement official told The Associated Press that the 
FBI managed to defeat an Apple security feature that 
threatened to delete the phone’s contents if the FBI 
failed to enter the correct passcode combination af-
ter 10 tries. That allowed the government to guess the 
correct passcode by trying random combinations until 
the software accepted the right one.

It wasn’t clear how the FBI also bypassed a related 
Apple security feature that deliberately introduces in-
creasing time delays in how fre uently guesses can be 
entered. The official spoke on condition of anonymity 
because this person was not authorized to discuss the 
techni ue publicly.

The FBI hacked into the iPhone used by gunman 
Syed Farook, who died with his wife in a gun battle 
with police after they killed 14 people in December in 
San Bernardino, Calif. The iPhone, issued to Farook 
by his employer, the county health department, was 
found in a vehicle the day after the shooting  two per-
sonal phones were found destroyed completely so the 
FBI couldn’t recover information from them.

The FBI was reviewing information from the 
iPhone, and it was unclear whether anything useful 
would be found.

Apple said in a statement late Monday that the legal 
case to force its cooperation “should never have been 
brought,” and it promised to increase the security of its 
products. CEO Tim Cook has said the Cupertino-based 
company is constantly fending off security threats and 
trying to improve security.

The FBI’s announcement - even without revealing 
precise details - that it had hacked the iPhone was 
directly at odds with the U.S. government’s firm rec-
ommendations for nearly two decades that security 
researchers always work cooperatively and confiden-
tially with software manufacturers before revealing 
that a product might be susceptible to hackers.

Those guidelines lay out a specific process about 
how and when to announce that commercial software 
might be vulnerable. The aim was to ensure that Amer-
ican consumers stay as safe online as possible and pre-
vent premature disclosures that might damage a U.S. 
company or the economy.

As far back as 2002, the Homeland Security Depart-
ment ran a working group – run by leading industry 
technology industry executives – to advise the U.S. 
president on how to keep confidential the discoveries 
by independent researchers that a company’s software 
could be hacked until it was already fixed. Even now, 
the Commerce Department has been trying to fine-
tune those rules to protect the digital economy. The 
next meeting of a conference on the subject is April 
8 in Chicago, but it is unclear how the FBI’s behavior 
in the current case might in uence the government’s 
fragile relationship with technology companies or re-
searchers.

The industry’s rules are not legally binding, but the 
government’s top intelligence agency said in 2014 that 
such vulnerabilities should be reported to companies.

The chief technologist at the Center for Democracy 
and Technology, Joseph Lorenzo Hall, said keeping 
details secret about a aw affecting millions of iPhone 
users “is exactly opposite the disclosure practices of 
the security research community. The FBI and Apple 
have a common goal here: to keep people safe and se-
cure. This is the FBI prioritizing an investigation over 
the interests of hundreds of millions of people world-
wide.”
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FBI’s hack into iPhone 
increases pressure on 
Apple security

WASHINGTON – In the clear-
est sign yet of the impact of Justice 
Antonin Scalia’s death, U.S. labor 
unions scored a major victory Tues-
day with a tie vote in a high-profile 
Supreme Court case they had once 
seemed all but certain to lose.

The 4-4 split, in a case that sharp-
ly divided the court’s liberal union 
supporters and their conserva-
tive opponents, demonstrated how 
much is riding on President Barack 
Obama’s effort to replace Scalia 
with a judge who could tilt the bal-
ance on the high court for years to 
come. Senate Republicans say they 
won’t consider any nomination un-
til a new president takes office.

The vacancy helped the liber-
als this time. The deadlocked vote 
came in a case that considered 
whether unions representing gov-
ernment employees can collect 
fees from workers who choose not 
to join. California teachers backed 
by a conservative group said being 
forced to pay union fees violated 
the free-speech rights of nonmem-
bers who disagree with the union’s 
policy positions.

The split vote left in place an ap-
peals court ruling that upheld the 
collection of “fair share” fees from 
nonmembers.

The result was an unlikely re-
prieve for organized labor. It had 
seemed virtually certain that the 
high court would rule 5-4 to over-
turn a system that’s been in place 
nearly 40 years. But the court now 
is operating with only eight jus-
tices after the Feb. 13 death of Sca-
lia, who had been expected to rule 
against the unions.

The one-sentence opinion issued 
Tuesday did not identify how each 
justice voted. It simply upheld a 
decision from the 9th U.S. Circuit 

Court of Appeals.
But it was a blow to conservative 

groups that have spent years push-
ing the court to overrule a 19  
precedent that allows unions to col-
lect fees from members and non-
members alike to cover the costs of 
collective bargaining.

Union officials feared a ruling 
barring the fees would threaten 
membership and further weaken 
the clout of unions, which are ma-
jor supporters of Democratic can-
didates and causes. Labor leaders 
called the lawsuit part of a coordi-
nated effort by conservative groups 
to weaken labor rights.

The tie vote came amid a politi-
cal standoff over Obama’s nomina-
tion of appeals court judge Merrick 
Garland to fill Scalia’s vacant seat. 
Garland met Tuesday with Repub-
lican Illinois Sen. Mark Kirk, his 
first meeting with a GOP senator.

White House spokesman Josh 
Earnest said the 4-4 tie rather than 

a majority ruling “is not what our 
founders intended.”

But conservative groups said the 
split underscored the risk of re-
placing Scalia with someone more 
liberal. Confirming Garland would 
make the court “a rubber stamp not 
just for the wishes of powerful la-
bor unions, but also for virtually 
the entire progressive agenda,” said 
Curt Levey, executive director of 
the FreedomWorks Foundation.

The union case is just one among 
a handful of key disputes this term 
in which Scalia’s vote had been 
expected to tip the balance toward 
a conservative result. During argu-
ments in the case in January, Sca-
lia and the court’s four other con-
servatives had made it clear they 
were prepared to deal a blow to the 
unions.

Since Supreme Court decisions 
are not final until they’re handed 
down, nothing Scalia did or said in 
connection with the case before his 

death mattered in the outcome.
A similar split between the 

court’s liberals and conservatives 
was evident last week when the jus-
tices heard appeals from faith-based 
groups objecting to an Obama ad-
ministration effort to ensure their 
employees and students can get 
cost-free birth control. The court on 
Tuesday directed both sides to file a 
new round of legal briefs exploring 
a possible compromise, setting an 
April 20 deadline

In the union dispute, the high 
court had twice before raised doubts 
about the 19  precedent, Abood v. 
Detroit Board of Education. In that 
case, the court said public workers 
who choose not to join a union can 
be re uired to pay for bargaining 
costs as long as the fees don’t go 
toward political purposes.

In 2014, a 5-4 majority stopped 
short of overturning the case, but 
the court’s conservatives seemed to 
invite another full-on challenge.

The lead plaintiff in the latest 
case was Rebecca Friedrichs, a 
public school teacher from Orange 
County, Calif., who said she re-
signed from the California Teach-
ers Association over differences 
but was still re uired to pay about 
$650 a year to cover bargaining 
costs.

Union officials have worried that 
the potential loss of tens of millions 
of dollars in fees would reduce 
their power to bargain for higher 
wages and benefits for government 
employees. More than five million 
workers in 23 states and Washing-
ton, D.C., are re uired to pay fair-
share fees to public-sector unions 
that represent them in bargaining. 
Unions say the fees are necessary 
because the organization has a legal 
duty to represent all teachers, even 
those who are not members of the 
union.

Tied 4-4 after Scalia’s death, 
Supreme Court gives unions a win

Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., right, meets with Judge Merrick Garland, President 
Barack Obama’s choice to replace the late Justice Antonin Scalia on the 
Supreme Court, becoming the only Republican senator to meet the embat-
tled nominee, Tuesday, March 29, 2016, on Capitol Hill in Washington. Kirk 
is perhaps the most endangered Senate Republican facing re-election in 
November and he’s one of just three Senate Republicans to say the Senate 
Judiciary Committee should hold hearings on Garland, over the insistence 
of Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., who has ruled it out. AP 
PHOTO/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. – Police charged 
Donald Trump’s campaign manager with sim-
ple battery Tuesday as a videotaped altercation 
with a reporter transformed what was another 
messy campaign sideshow into a criminal court 
summons.

Jupiter, Florida, police determined that prob-
able cause existed to charge Corey Lewandows-
ki, who has served as Trump’s most trusted po-
litical adviser for much of the past year. Police 
on Tuesday morning issued Lewandowski a 
notice to appear before a judge on May 4 for 
the misdemeanor charge, which carries up to a 
year in jail.

This injects a court battle into an already con-
tentious Republican primary season just a week 
before a high-profile election in Wisconsin.

The Trump campaign released a statement 
declaring Lewandowski “absolutely innocent 
of this charge.”

“He will enter a plea of not guilty and looks 
forward to his day in court,” said the statement. 
“He is completely confident that he will be ex-
onerated.”

Police charged Lewandowski after reviewing 
a surveillance video of the incident, obtained 
from security at the Trump-owned property. 
Police determined that the video shows Lewan-
dowski grabbing Michelle Fields, who worked 
for Breitbart News at the time, as she tried to 
ask Trump a uestion during a March 8 cam-
paign event.

Trump, meanwhile, released a series of 
tweets reversing a previous position that the in-
cident never happened, hinting instead that he 
feared for his safety.

“Why is this reporter touching me as I leave 
a news conference  What is in her hand ” 
Trump tweeted along with a picture that ap-
pears to show the young reporter holding a pen.

“Why is she allowed to grab me and shout 
uestions  Can I press charges ” he wrote, call-

ing Lewandowski “a very decent man.”
Fields shot back on Twitter: “My story never 

changed. Seriously, just stop lying.”
The New York businessman’s rivals seized 

on the news, which comes a week before a Wis-
consin primary contest that could give Trump 

an insurmountable delegate lead or give his op-
ponents new hope of a contested national con-
vention.

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz said the incident is “the 
conse uence of the culture of the Trump cam-
paign – the abusive culture when you have a 
campaign that is built on personal insults, on 
attacks and now physical violence.”

“That has no place in a political campaign, 
it has no place in our democracy,” Cruz told 
reporters as he campaigned in Wisconsin, sug-
gesting that “it helps clarify for the voters what 
the Trump campaign is all about.”

Cruz asked his senior aide, Rick Tyler, to 
resign in February for spreading a story that 
falsely alleged former rival Marco Rubio in-
sulted the Bible.

Ohio Gov. John Kasich said he “probably 
would suspend somebody” depending on the 
evidence available.

“When we see things that we think are in-

appropriate, we take action and that’s what I 
would do,” asich said while campaigning in 
Wisconsin.

It’s unclear what impact, if any, the news 
will have on Trump’s march toward his party’s 
presidential nomination. Critics cast it as anoth-
er example of why the brash billionaire would 
struggle to attract women in a prospective race 
against Democratic front-runner Hillary Clin-
ton.

The incident fueled fresh attacks by anti-
Trump groups, who have already been attack-
ing the billionaire for failing to uell violence 
at his rallies.

Our Principles PAC has been airing an ad 
featuring news clips of violence at Trump ral-
lies and playing audio of the GOP front-runner 
saying of a protester, “I’d like to punch him in 
the face.”

The same ad includes images of Fields’ 
bruised arm and a Fox News interview in which 
she says that Trump’s campaign wasn’t telling 
the truth about what happened to her.

“The police in Jupiter, Florida, have clearly 
seen what Donald Trump refuses to acknowl-
edge: his campaign manager battered a woman 
and caused serious bruising,” said Our Prin-
ciples PAC leader atie Packer. “In any job in 
America this would be grounds for firing. In-
stead, Donald Trump has praised him.”

In the days after the alleged assault, Trump 
told CNN that the incident was probably “made 
up.” Campaign spokeswoman Hope Hicks 
went further at the time, charging in a statement 
that “not a single camera or reporter of more 
than 100 in attendance captured the alleged in-
cident.”

“Lewandowski grabbed Fields’ left arm with 
his right hand causing her to turn and step 
back,” reads the police report. Fields showed 
police her left forearm which “appeared to 
show a grabbing-type injury,” according to the 
investigating officer.

Lewandowski has retained a Florida attorney 
who said Tuesday there would be no further 
comment.

The charge, a first-degree misdemeanor, car-
ries a potential sentence of up to 1 year in pris-
on or up to a $1,000 fine, according to Florida 
statutes.

Police charge Trump campaign 
manager with simple battery

In this photo taken Aug. 25, 2015, Republican 
presidential candidate Donald Trump’s campaign 
manager Corey Lewandowski watches as Trump 
speaks in Dubuque, Iowa. Florida police have 
charged Lewandowski with simple battery in 
connection with an incident earlier in the month 
involving a reporter. AP PHOTO/Charlie Neibergall

The FBI’s announcement that it mysteriously hacked into 
an iPhone is a setback for Apple and increases pressure 
on the technology company to restore the security of its 

agship product. AP PHOTO/CAROLYN KASTER, FILE

By Steve Peoples and Terry Spencer
Associated Press

By Sam Hananel
Associated Press

By Tami Abdollah
Associated Press
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Advertisement For Bids
EASTOVER DRIVE WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT

City Project No. 15B0100.101

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. 
Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, April 26, 2016, 
for supplying all labor and materials (as specified) necessary for construction 
of Eastover Drive Water Main Replacement, City Project No. 15B0100.101.

Contract time for this contract shall be 150 consecutive calendar days from 
the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will 
be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved 
Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $500.00 
plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 incurred by the Owner. These 
actual costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other 
construction related costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete 
the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and 
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in 
accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Op-
portunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive 
Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an 
eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 
601-960-1638. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a 
copy of the program are available at 218 South President Street, 2nd Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invita-
tion and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, cor-
porations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who 
seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in 
the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City resi-
dents for employment opportunities.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Certificate 
of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors 
establishing his classification as to the value and type of construction on which 
he is authorized to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed in an 
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for Eastover 
Drive Water Main Replacement, City Project No. 15B0100.101.” Each bidder 
shall write his Certificate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed 
envelope containing his proposal.  

Bids and EBO plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled separately), 
sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior 
to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid 
within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

A PreBid Meeting is scheduled for April 6, 2016 at 10:00 AM local time in the 1st 
Floor Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Department of Public Works at 
200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Attendance by all potential 
contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties is strongly encour-
aged. 

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis 
as the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors 
bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi General 
Laws of 2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, 
as amended, requires a nonresident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the 
Bidder’s resident state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of 
nonresident contractors. Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy 
of any bid preference law of the state, city, county, parish, province, nation or 
political subdivision where they are domiciled.  If there is no such law where 
they are domiciled, all non-resident bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stat-
ing that there is no bid preference law where they are domiciled.  The bid of 
any non-resident bidder who fails to attach to its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid 
preference law or a letter stating that its domicile has no such bid preference 
law, whichever is applicable, shall be rejected and not considered for award.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an 
amount equal to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid 
security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested 
by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Pay-
ment Bond and Performance Bond each in the amount of 100% of the contract 
amount.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders and Bid-
ders Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the 
Engineering Division, Department of Public Works, City of Jackson, Mississippi 
and the Office of the City Clerk.  Copies of the Instructions for Bidders and 
Bidder’s Proposal, Bid Bond, Contract Drawings and Contract Specifications 
may be procured at the office of the Engineer between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon payment of $100.00, 
which will not be refunded. Checks are to be made payable to the Engineer.

The Engineer is Southern Consultants, Inc. (A Woman’s Business Enterprise), 
5740 County Cork Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206; (601) 957-0999, Fax No. 
(601) 957-9332.  For technical questions please contact James S. Stewart, 
P.E. at Southern Consultants, Inc.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women busi-
ness enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime contractors 
and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting op-
portunities, equipment, material and/or supply needs.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any informalities or irregularities therein.

Kishia Powell, P. E.   Gus McCoy
Director of Public Works  Chief Adminstrative Officer

Terry Williamson, Esq. 
Legal Counsel

3/24/2016, 3/31/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2016-04 - Lead Partner for Leadership Training,
Superintendent’s Schools of Promise

Sealed, written formal RFP proposals for the above bid will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business 
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 11:30 A.M. 
(Local Prevailing Time) April 08, 2016, at which time and place they will 
be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any and all RFPs, to waive informalities, and to withhold the 
acceptance of any RFP if approved for forty-five calendar days from the 
date RFPs are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be 
obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, picked 
up at the above address or down loaded from JPS website at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.  

3/24/2016, 3/31/2016 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2016-05 - Lead Partner for JPS High School Literacy Initiative

Sealed, written formal RFP proposals for the above RFP will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Busi-
ness Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 
P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 14, 2016, at which time and place they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all RFPS, to waive informalities, and to withhold 
the acceptance of any RFP if approved for forty-five calendar days from the 
date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be 
obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling 
(601) 960-8799, picked up at the above address or downloaded from JPS 
website at  HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.
ms.us.  

3/31/2016, 4/7/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A REZONING

ZONING CASE NO. 3925

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way 
affected thereby, that Colonial Jackson, LLC has filed with the Planning Board 
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from SUD Spe-
cial Use District to TND Traditional  District, to develop a Traditional Neighbor-
hood Development, to be known as Colonial Highlands on property located at 
5635 Old Canton Road, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Missis-
sippi, and being more particularly described as:

That certain tract or parcel of land lying and being situated within the inner 
bounds of Colonial Circle and Club View Drive as shown by the maps and 
plats of Club Park Subdivision, Parts 1, 2, and 3, on file and of record in the 
office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat 
Book 6, at Pages 15, 16, and 17, respectively, and in the Northeast Quarter 
(NE 1/4) of Section 7, in the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section 7, and in the Northwest Quarter (NW 1/4) of Sec-
tion 8, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, being more particularly described as the Colonial 
Country Club Gulf Course, and all other land not considered a part of said Golf 
Course, which lies within the inner bounds of the aforesaid streets and consti-
tutes all of the remaining land and property within the bounds of said streets in 
addition to the aforesaid Golf Course, together with all improvements thereon, 
and being more particularly described by metes and bounds as follows:

Commence at the southeast corner of Lot 2, Block “F”, Club Park Subdivision, 
Part 1, and run south 89 degrees 52 minutes east at a right angle to the east 
line of said Lot 2 for a distance of 60.0 feet to a point in the east line of Colo-
nial Circle, which point is the POINT OF BEGINNING of the property herein 
described; run thence North 00 degrees 08 minutes east along the east line 
of Colonial Circle, 60 feet east of and parallel with the east line of Lots 2 and 1 
of Block “F” and the east line of Block “E”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a 
distance of 960.8 feet to the beginning of a curve to the right; run thence along 
said curve to the right having a radius of 100.0 feet, for a distance of 156.6 
feet, and having a chord bearing of north 44 degrees 59 minutes east for a 
distance of 141.1 feet to the end thereof, which is the south line of Colonial 
Circle; run thence north 89 degrees 50 minutes east along the south line of 
Colonial Circle, 60 feet south of and parallel with the south line of Block “A”, 
Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a distance of 2,021.1 feet to the intersection 
of the line between the aforesaid Sections 7 and 8 with the south line of said 
Colonial Circle; run thence south 89 degrees 53 minutes east and continue 
along the south line of Colonial Circle for a distance of 648.02 feet to the begin-
ning of a 23 degree 38 minute curve to the right; run thence around said curve 
to the right, having a radius of 241.6 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 
54 degrees 35 minutes east, a distance of 278.78 feet to the end thereof; run 
thence south 19 degrees 20 minutes east along the western line of Colonial 
Circle, 60 feet west of and parallel with the west line of Block “G”, Club Park 
Subdivision, Part 2, for a distance of 386.8 feet to the beginning of a 14 degree 
14 minute 45 second curve to the left; run thence around said curve to the left, 
having a radius of 386.3 feet for a distance of 278.1 feet, and having a chord 
bearing of south 39 degrees 58 minutes east for a distance of 272.08 feet to 
a point on a reverse curve bearing to the right having a radius of 100.0 feet; 
run thence around said curve for a distance of 165.5 feet, and having a chord 
bearing of south 17 degrees 23 minutes east for a distance of 147.25 feet to 
the end thereof and in the west line of Club View Drive as shown on the plat of 
Club Park Subdivision, Part 2; run thence south 30 degrees 00 minutes west 
along the west line of Club View Drive, 60 feet west of and parallel with the 
west line of Club View Subdivision, Part 2, for a distance of 168.0 feet to the 
beginning of a 1 degree 00 minute 27 second curve to the right; run thence 
around said curve to the right having a radius of 5,687.7 feet, for a distance of 
340.0 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 31 degrees 43 minutes west 
for a distance of 339.94 feet to the end thereof; run thence south 33 degrees 
26 minutes west along the west line of Club View Drive, 60 feet west of and 
parallel with the west line of Block “H”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 2, for a 
distance of 842.92 feet to the beginning of a 22 degree 01 minute 42 second 
curve to the right; run thence around said curve, having a radius of 260.1 feet 
for a distance of 275.4 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 63 degrees 
46 minutes west for a distance of 262.73 feet to the end thereof; run thence 
north 85 degrees 54 minutes west on the tangent of the last mentioned curve 

and along the north line of Club View Drive for a distance of 210.89 feet to 
the beginning of a 6 degree 06 minute 11 second curve to the left; run thence 
around said curve, having a radius of 938.8 feet along the northern line of Club 
View Drive, 60 feet from and parallel with the northern line of Block “L”, Club 
Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 412.63 feet, and having a chord 
bearing of south 81 degrees 30 minutes west for a distance of 409.45 feet to 
the beginning of a 9 degree 08 minute 33 second curve to the left; run thence 
around said curve, having a radius of 626.7 feet, and along the northwestern 
line of Club View Drive, 60 feet from and parallel with the northwestern line of 
Blocks “L” and “M” of Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 451.02 
feet, and having a chord bearing of south 48 degrees 17 minutes west for a 
distance of 441.51 feet to the end of said curve; run thence south 27 degrees 
39 minutes west along the western line of Club View Drive, 60 feet west of 
and parallel with the west line of said Block “M”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 
3, for a distance of 121.51 feet to the beginning of a curve to the right; run 
thence around said curve, having a radius of 33.8 feet, for a distance of 67.5 
feet, and having a chord bearing of south 84 degrees 51 minutes west for a 
distance of 56.87 feet to a point in the northern line of Colonial Circle; run 
thence northwesterly along the northern line of Colonial Circle and around a 
curve to the left having a radius of 810.1 feet, 60 feet from and parallel with 
the northern line of Block “P”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 
173.7 feet, and having a chord bearing of north 44 degrees 07 minutes west 
for a distance of 173.33 feet to the beginning of a 1 degree 37 minute curve 
to the right; run thence around said curve, having a radius of 3,546.0 feet, 60 
feet from and parallel with the northern line of Block “P”, Club Park Subdivi-
sion, Part 3, for a distance of 589.5 feet, and having a chord bearing of north 
45 degrees 29 minutes west for a distance of 589.34 feet to the beginning 
of a 6 degree 43 minute 15 second curve to the left; run thence around said 
curve, having a radius of 852.5 feet, 60 feet from and parallel with the north 
line of Block “P”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 661.6 feet, 
and having a chord bearing of north 62 degrees 57 minutes west for a distance 
of 645.11 feet to the beginning of a curve to the right; run thence around said 
curve to the right, having a radius of 99.4 feet, for a distance of 114.8 feet, and 
having a chord bearing of north 52 degrees 05 minutes west for a distance of 
108.56 feet to a point in the east line of Colonial Circle; run thence north 18 
degrees 55 minutes west along the east line of Colonial Circle, 60 feet east of 
and parallel with the east line of Block “F”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a 
distance of 123.77 feet to the beginning of a 3 degree 44 minute curve to the 
right; run thence around said curve, having a radius of 1,534.8 feet, 60 feet 
from and parallel with the east line of Block “F”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, 
for a distance of 511.2 feet, and having a chord bearing of north 09 degrees 
25 minutes west for a distance of 508.71 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, 
containing 145.7 acres, more or less.

And also

All of Block “L” of Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, according to the map or plat 
thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 6, at Page 15 thereof, 
reference to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this 
description, containing 7.72 acres, more or less.

All of the above-described property being the same property as that conveyed 
by Trustmark National Bank, a national banking association, to Colonial Jack-
son, LLC, a Louisiana limited liability company, by a Special Warranty Deed 
dated August 27, 2014, and recorded in Book 7166, at Page 1722, on the 
land records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 24, 2016 with a recommendation to approve.  The opposition has filed an 
Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The Case will be heard 
at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City 
Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, 
April 18, 2016.
.
WITNESS my signature this 25th day of March 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/31/2016  4/14/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A REZONING

ZONING CASE NO. 3926

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way af-
fected thereby, that Jackson Memorial Funeral Services, LLC has filed with the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning 
from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District and C-3 (General) Commercial 
District to SUD Special Use District, to develop a cemetery on property located 
at South Drive Parcel #638-35-1, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A parcel of land situated in the South Half (S 1/2) of the Northeast Quarter (NE 
1/4) of Section 36, Township 6 North, Range 1 West, City of Jackson, First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and more particularly described 
as follows:

Commence at the intersection of the center lines of South Drive and Dixon 
Road, marking the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) of 
the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of Section 36, Township 6 North, Range 1 
West, City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, as 
described in that certain Deed conveyed to Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler Clark and 
recorded in Deed Book 2538, at Page 471, on the land records in the office 
of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, reference to 
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description, and run thence 
north 00 degrees 13 minutes 44 seconds east for a distance of 773.20 feet 
along the center line of Dixon Road to the northwest corner of the said parcel; 
run thence north 88 degrees 38 minutes 00 seconds east for a distance of 
25.01 feet along the north line of the said parcel to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod 
on the east right-of-way line of Dixon Road and the POINT OF BEGINNING; 
continue thence north 88 degrees 38 minutes 00 seconds east for a distance 
of 1,289.58 feet along the north line of the said parcel to a set one-half inch 
(1/2”) rod on the west right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 220; run thence 
southerly along the said west right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 220 the 
following bearings and distances:  run thence southerly along a curve to the 
left having a radius of 3,949.73 feet, having an arc length of 485.50 feet, hav-

ing a chord bearing of south 04 degrees 15 minutes 02 seconds east, and 
having a chord length of 485.19 feet to a fence corner; run thence south 07 
degrees 22 minutes 40 seconds east for a distance of 248.13 feet to a point on 
the north right-of-way line of South Drive; run thence westerly along the said 
north right-of-way line of South Drive the following bearings and distances:  
run thence south 84 degrees 17 minutes 43 seconds west for a distance of 
531.20 feet to a found one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence south 04 degrees 14 
minutes 17 seconds east for a distance of 7.00 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”) 
rod; run thence north 88 degrees 13 minutes 14 seconds west for a distance 
of 551.45 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence north 89 degrees 
15 minutes 14 seconds west for a distance of 258.85 feet to a set one-half 
inch (1/2”) rod; run thence north 31 degrees 46 minutes 59 seconds west for 
a distance of 26.27 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence north 89 
degrees 46 minutes 16 seconds west for a distance of 8.00 feet to a set one-
half inch (1/2”) rod on the said east right-of-way line of Dixon Road; run thence 
north 00 degrees 13 minutes 44 seconds east for a distance of 716.11 feet 
along the said east right-of-way line of Dixon Road to the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, containing 22.83 acres, more or less.

Being the same land as that conveyed in that certain Warranty Deed from 
Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler a/k/a Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler Clark to Jackson Memorial 
Funeral Services, LLC, dated October 29, 2015, and recorded in Book 7183, 
at Page 4504, on the land records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24, 2016 with a recommendation to deny.  The applicant has filed an 
Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The Case will be heard 
at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City 
Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, 
April 18, 2016.
.
WITNESS my signature this 25th day of March 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/31/2016  4/14/2016 
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ATTENTION:
PERMANENT HAIR LOSS AFTER TAKING
CHEMOTHERAPY FOR BREAST CANCER

PASS

3.556x4     48 Web 3.33x4    46 Web

Thomas Brock
Hair Loss

“ W h i s p e r s  i n  t h e  C e d a r s ”  
Candlelight Cemetery Tours

in Port Gibson, Mississippi
April 1 and 2, 2016

Performances begin at 
6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, & 8:30

Call 601-437-5097 
for information/tickets. 

Prices:$20/adults, $10/(under 18).
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in Port Gibson, Mississippi
April 1 and 2, 2016

Performances begin at 
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Whispers In the Cedars
Cemetery Tour
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Baby Powder

PICK UP

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK
AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 

ort fic t on nd 
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN

 orth Con ress  c son  

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I

 ob  treet  C nton  
B & B

 est orth treet  C nton  
BOUTIQUE STORE

 orth bert   C nton  
BULLY’S STORE
Ch rch treet  C nton  
COMMUNITY MART

 b  treet  C nton  
FRYER LANE GROCERY

rt n ther n  r e  C nton  
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN

 Pe ce treet  C nton  
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY

 Ch rch treet  C nton  
K & K ONE STOP

 est ton treet  C nton  
LACY’S INSURANCE

 Pe ce treet  C nton  
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP

 Pe ce treet  C nton  
TRAILER PARK GROCERY

 ests de r e  C nton  
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

  o th ront e o d 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL

 er sh re t  C nton  

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 

 d Port bson treet  
ond  

LOVE FOOD MART 
 . n treet  

ond  
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  

 . Co rt treet  ond   
RAYMOND CITY HALL 

 Co rt rd re  ond

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

A CHILDLESS MARRIED COUPLE
SEEKS TO ADOPT. Will be hands-on
doctor mom and devoted dad. Financial
security. Expenses paid. Christine and
Adam. 1-800-790-5260.

ABSOLUTE AUCTION. Fulton Auto
Auction. 405 E. Main St., Fulton, MS
38843. Open to the Public. Sells where
is, as is. Pre-register at 662-862-7374.
PUBLIC AUCTION: Saturday, April 2;
10:00 a.m. Farm and shop equipment
auction. Liquidation of tractors and
equipment of Associated Producers Gin.
3178 Rolling Ford Rd. in Rolling
Fork, MS. This is an OPEN CONSIGN-
MENT AUCTION! To consign your
equipment, call Jim Awtrey at 662-263-
6097. New weekly auction in Burnsville,
MS every Saturday night at 6:30.
American Auction Company.
www.americanauctionusa.com Lic.
MFL416 / MAL259.

MEDICAL BILLING SPECIALISTS
NEEDED! Train at home for a career
working with Medical Billing and
Insurance Claims. Online training can get
you ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

CDL-A TRAINING. $500 - $1,000
Incentive Bonus. No Out of Pocket
Tuition Cost! Get your CDL in 22 days.
Paid training after graduation.
Accommodations provided if you live
50+ miles from Jackson. 6 day refresher
courses available. Minimum 21 years of
age. 844-689-3747. EOE. www.kllm-
drivingacademy.com
L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 1-800-647-5494.

SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB. Alert for
Seniors. Bathroom falls can be fatal.
Approved by Arthritis Foundation.
Therapeutic Jets. Less than 4 inch step-in.
Wide door. Anti-slip floors. American
Made. Installation included. Call 800-
721-8628 for $750 OFF.

AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DISH TV 190 CHANNELS plus
Highspeed Internet Only
$49.95/mo! Ask about a 3 year price
guarantee & get Netflix included for 1
year!  Call Today 1-800-319-2526
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!          Get
a whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-
877-381-8004.
SWITCH to DIRECTV and get a $300
Gift Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie
HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at
$19.99/mo.  New Customers Only.  Don't
settle for cable.
Call Now 1-800-215-6713

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.

A u c t i o n s

F o r  S a l e - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

A d o p t i o n s E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of March 27, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

CHURCH
FURNITURE
Does your church
need pews, pulpit

set, baptistery,
steeple, windows?

BIG SALE on new cushioned pews
and pew chairs!

1-800-231-8360
www.pews1.com

Driver Trainees
Now

Being Trained & Hired for
McElroy Truck Lines

NO OTR! GUARANTEED
HOME EVERY WEEKEND!

*Local CDL Training*
Earn $55k - $60k

Call Today
1-888-540-7364

Now Hiring
Correctional

Officers
The Mississippi Department of Cor-
rections is looking to hire new correc-
tional officers statewide at our three
state prisons--South Mississippi Cor-
rectional Institution (SMCI) in
Leakesville on Saturday, April 2,
2016, Central Mississippi Correc-
tional Facility (CMCF) in Pearl on
Tuesday, April 5, 2016 and the Mis-
sissippi State Penitentiary (MSP) at
Parchman on Wednesday, April 6,
2016.  Interviews and screening will
be conducted at all 3 state prisons at
8:30 a.m. 
Correctional officers are responsible
for the supervision, care, custody,
and control of inmates. Starting pay
is $1,886.61 per month.  Applicants
who accept the correctional officer
job must attend a paid 8-week train-
ing academy and work a 12-hour
shift.
Job requirements include an appli-
cant must be at least 21 years of
age, provide proof of a high school
diploma or G.E.D., possess a valid
driver's license and Social Security
card, and have no felony or domestic
violence conviction.  Males between
the ages of 21-25 must show proof of
Selective Service registration.   Po-
tential applicants must also pass a
math quiz, a written report, a physi-
cal agility exercise, a drug test (at no
cost), a background investigation
and a polygraph test.  The Interview
and Screening process can last up to
four (4) hours.
Individuals may apply online at the
MDOC website,
www.mdoc.state.ms.us or the Missis-
sippi State Personnel Board website,
www.mspb.ms.gov. Or, contact
MDOC Personnel Services at (601)
359-5696 or the Personnel Depart-
ments at the facilities: MSP (601)
745-6611 ext. 2366, CMCF (601)
932-2880 ext. 6701, and SMCI (601)
394-5600 ext. 1217.

March27_MCAN

Diverse people, from diverse backgrounds, 
with diverse interests. That’s our idea of 

a great workplace. If you’d like a 
rewarding job that 

could become a lifelong career, 
talk to us soon. Like, today. 
mcdonalds.com/careers

When: Tuesday April 5, 2016 from 11a.m.-2p.m.
Where: 402 Riverwinds Dr. Pearl, MS 39042
 
Locations Hiring Now include:
132 Stribling Lane Brandon, MS 39042
402 Riverwinds Dr. Pearl, MS 39042
1196 Highway 49 S Richland, MS 39218
 
For more information contact
Sharon Peyton
Sharon.peyton@us.stores.mcd.com
 

in differences.
We believe

© 2010 McDonald’s. McDonald’s and McDonald’s independently owned and operated franchises 
are equal opportunity employerscommitted to a diverse and inclusive workforce.

Crew Hiring Open House:
July 18

9 am - 11 am, 2 pm - 4pm

NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!

McDonald’s Restaurant 
of Greenwood

Diverse people, from diverse 
backgrounds with diverse interests. 
That’s our idea of a great workplace. 

If you’d like a rewarding job
that could become a life-long career, 

talk to us soon. Like, today.
at mcdonalds.com/careers

NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!
NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!

McDonald’s Greenville Hiring ad.indd   2 6/29/12   1:46:23 PM

© 2013 McDonald’s. McDonald’s and McDonald’s independently owned and operated franchises 
are equal opportunity employers committed to a diverse and inclusive workforce.

in differences.
We believe

© 2010 McDonald’s. McDonald’s and McDonald’s independently owned and operated franchises 
are equal opportunity employerscommitted to a diverse and inclusive workforce.

Crew Hiring Open House:
July 18

9 am - 11 am, 2 pm - 4pm

NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!

McDonald’s Restaurant 
of Greenwood

Diverse people, from diverse 
backgrounds with diverse interests. 
That’s our idea of a great workplace. 

If you’d like a rewarding job
that could become a life-long career, 

talk to us soon. Like, today.
at mcdonalds.com/careers

NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!
NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!

McDonald’s Greenville Hiring ad.indd   2 6/29/12   1:46:23 PM

in differences.
We believe

© 2010 McDonald’s. McDonald’s and McDonald’s independently owned and operated franchises 
are equal opportunity employerscommitted to a diverse and inclusive workforce.

Crew Hiring Open House:
July 18

9 am - 11 am, 2 pm - 4pm

NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!

McDonald’s Restaurant 
of Greenwood

Diverse people, from diverse 
backgrounds with diverse interests. 
That’s our idea of a great workplace. 

If you’d like a rewarding job
that could become a life-long career, 

talk to us soon. Like, today.
at mcdonalds.com/careers

NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!
NOW HIRING! NOW HIRING!

McDonald’s Greenville Hiring ad.indd   2 6/29/12   1:46:23 PM

Your local McDonald’s is hiring!

Diverse people, from diverse backgrounds, 
with diverse interests. That’s our idea of 

a great workplace. If you’d like a 
rewarding job that 
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talk to us soon. Like, today. 
mcdonalds.com/careers
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Your local McDonald’s is hiring!

Diverse people, from diverse 
backgrounds, with diverse interests. That’s 

our idea of a great workplace. 
If you’d like a rewarding job that could 

become a lifelong career, 
talk to us soon. Like, today. 
mcdonalds.com/careers

Your local McDonald’s is hiring! 
When: Tuesday April 5, 2016 from 11a.m.-2p.m.

Where: 402 Riverwinds Dr. Pearl, MS 39042 
Locations Hiring Now include:

Brandon
Pearl

Richland

For more information contact
Sharon Peyton

Sharon.peyton@us.stores.mcd.com
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds 
and Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 
1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 04/28/2016 , for:

RE: GS# 618-041 Wastewater Improvement
                Percy Quin State Park

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract 
documents may be obtained from:

Professional: Dungan Engineering, P.A. 
Address:     Post Office Box 150
  Columbia, Mississippi 39429
Phone:  601-731-2600
Email:                   lmock@dunganeng.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in 
accordance with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project 
manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to 
reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not 
be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

3/31/2016, 4/7/2016 

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUES-
DAY, APRIL 19, 2016 AT 10:00 A.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF 
CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
39205 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS RENAMING POINDEX-
TER STREET (FROM J.R. LYNCH STREET TO UNIVERSITY BOULE-
VARD) AS COACH JAMES CARSON DRIVE IN CONSIDERATION OF 
THE FOLLOWING: 

Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Renaming Poindexter 
Street (From J.R. Lynch Street to University Boulevard) to Coach James 
Carson Drive. 

3/31/2016  4/7/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR TUES-
DAY, APRIL 19, 2016 AT 10:00 A.M., IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF 
CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
39205 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS RENAMING ST. LOUIS 
STREET(FROM PEARL STREET TO DR. ROBERT SMITH, SR. PARK-
WAY) AS JOSIE WELLS DRIVE IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOW-
ING: 

Ordinance of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi Renaming St. Louis 
Street (From Pearl Street to Dr. Robert Smith, Sr. Parkway) to Josie Wells 
Drive. 

3/31/2016  4/7/2016
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Murrah girls win 
10th basketball title

JSU falls 13-4 to UNO

NFL demands retraction of New York Times concussion story

The Murrah Lady Mustangs basketball 
team defeated the Callaway Lady Char-
gers with a 54-52 win in double-over-
time to claim the 2016 Mississippi High 
School Athletics Association 6A Cham-
pionship on March 12, at the Mississippi 
Coliseum.

Nya Irvin’s layup, with 23 seconds left 
in overtime, helped the Lady Mustangs 
secure the victory. Keimoya Walker 
led Murrah with 14 points, and Melissa 
Creese was named player-of-the-game 

with 13 points, six rebounds and four as-
sists. Irvin’s final layup gave her 13 points 
as well. CSpire named Melissa Creese 
the game’s most valuable player. Creese 
received the Scholar Athlete of the Game 
Award for being the senior player with 
the highest grade point average of 3.1.

The Lady Mustangs ended the 2015–
2016 season with a 28-1 record.

The team’s head coach, Tangela Banks, 
was named head coach of the North Mis-
sissippi All-Star high school basketball 
team.

The Jackson State baseball team was 
unsuccessful in its efforts at the Univer-
sity of New Orleans. The Tigers fell 13-4 
to the Privateers.

The Tigers recorded four runs, seven 
hits, and four errors at Maestri Field 
Tuesday night. CJ Newsome led the hit-
ting effort with four hits on five at-bats. 
He also contributed one run to the socring 

effort.
Bryce Williams sent the most runners 

home tallying two RBIs and Bryce Wil-
liams assisted in the offense with one run, 
one hit, and one RBI.

Vincent Anthonia, senior pitcher, took 
the loss on the mound dropping his re-
cord to 2-3. Anthonia pitched 1.1 innings 
allowing seven hits, six runs, six earned 
runs, two walks, and two strikeouts.

NEW YORK – The NFL has demand-
ed The New York Times retract a story that 
called the league’s concussion research 

awed and likened the NFL’s handling 
of head trauma to the tobacco industry’s 
response to the dangers of cigarettes.

In a letter from its law firm to the 
general counsels of the newspaper and 
obtained by The Associated Press on 
Tuesday, the league said it was defamed 
by the Times. The NFL added the story 
published last Thursday did not “present 
a shred of evidence to support its thesis 
that the NFL intentionally concealed 
concussion research data.”

The NFL also said it will “more broad-
ly reserve all of the league’s rights and 
remedies,” a veiled threat of legal action.

Times sports editor Jason Stallman 
said, “We see no reason to retract any-

thing.”
“The NFL apparently objects to our 

reporting that the league had ties to the 
tobacco industry,” Stallman added. “But, 
as the article noted, a co-owner of the Gi-
ants, Preston R. Tisch, also partly owned 
a leading cigarette company, Lorillard, 
and was a board member of both the To-
bacco Institute and the Council for To-
bacco Research, two entities that played 
a central role in misusing science to hide 
the risks of cigarettes. Also, the NFL and 
the tobacco industry shared lobbyists, 
lawyers and consultants.”

In its letter, signed by league attorney 
Brad Karp, the NFL said not only that the 
story did not establish any meaningful 
ties to the tobacco industry, but that the 
headline was false and incendiary, and 
that a graphic attached to the story was 

misleading.
An NFL search of 14 million docu-

ments from the tobacco litigation ar-
chives found “significant connections” 
between the Times and the tobacco in-
dustry, the letter said, calling those con-
nections “far more concrete than the 
phantom connections contrived by the 
Times purporting to tie the NFL to the 
tobacco industry.”

The Times story – its lead item on the 
front page – revealed that some con-
cussions that occurred in the NFL were 
omitted from the league’s studies, de-
spite NFL claims to the contrary.

“The league has always maintained 
that the studies were based on a data set 
that included every concussion that was 
diagnosed by a team doctor,” Stallman 
said. “In fact, our reporting showed that 

more than 100 such concussions – in-
cluding some sustained by star players – 
were not included in the data set, result-
ing in inaccurate findings.”

But the NFL’s letter stresses that the 
fact the studies relied on data that were 
not a complete count of all concussions 
in the league was “repeatedly and ex-
pressly disclosed in the studies them-
selves.” It also accuses the Times of im-
plying to its readers that the newspaper 
uncovered “a secret and nefarious plot by 
the league to suppress relevant data and 
manipulate the test results in a manner 
learned through the league’s ‘ties’ to Big 
Tobacco ...”

The NFL said the research the Times 
focused on forms no part of the current 
work by the league’s head, neck and 
spine committee.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Jackson 
State’s Carlos Diaz and Jamal Wilson 
have been recognized by the South-
western Athletic Conference as Base-
ball Player and Pitcher of the Week for 
their exceptional performance in com-
petition, March 21-27.

Player of the Week

Carlos Diaz
Jackson State
C | 5-11 | Jr. | Guaynbo, Puerto Rico
Diaz played and started in all four 

games last week, helping the Tigers 
to a 3-1 record, including a weekend 
series sweep of Alabama A&M. He 
maintained a .750 batting average, a 
1.100 slugging percentage, and a .773 
on-base percentage. Diaz tallied 15 
hits, with four doubles and a home run, 
in 20 at-bats in the week, collecting 
nine runs, nine RBI and 22 total bases.

Pitcher of the Week

Jamal Wilson
Jackson State
RHP | 6-1 | Jr. | Valrico, Fla.
Jamal Wilson appeared in two 

games with one start and maintained a 
0.00 earned run average, collecting the 

win in a 20-1 (7 innings) Tigers’ vic-
tory over the Bulldogs. He pitched 8.2 
innings for Jackson State, scattering 

three hits, one unearned run, and eight 
strikeouts. Wilson held batters to a .111 
batting average against him.

Mississippi Link Newswire

JSU stars named Players of Week

Murrah Lady Mustangs, 2016 MHSAA Basketball Champs

Carlos Diaz (right) and Jamal Wilson were honored for their baseball efforts.

In this arch , , file photo, NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell gestures 
during a press conference at the NFL 
owners meeting in Boca aton, Fla. 

Athletes of  year named
On Tuesday, the Mississippi 
House of Representatives rec-
ognized Hope Berry and Armani 
Lewis as being named the AT&T 
2015 State Games of Mississippi 
Female and Male Athlete of the 
Year. Berry is a seventh grade 
martial arts prodigy from Terry. 
She attends Copiah Academy. 
She was honored with House 
Concurrent Resolution 61. Lewis, 
a senior at Clinton High School, 
is a star performer at baseball 
and football. He was honored 
with House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 62. Pictured are (from left) 
Speaker Pro Tempore Rep. Greg 
Snowden (R-Meridian), Armani 
Lewis, Hope Berry and Rep. Wil-
liam Shirley (R-Quitman).

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

By Barry Wilner
The Associated Press
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HEALTH

ATLANTA – The trajectory of 
opioid deaths in the United States 
is trending in the wrong direction 
and has to be moved to the top of 
the federal government’s radar 
screen along with the threat of 
terrorism and promoting a strong 
economy, President Barack 
Obama said Tuesday.

Obama said more people are 
being killed from opioid over-
doses than from traffic accidents. 
“I think the public doesn’t fully 
appreciate yet the scope of the 
problem,” Obama told about 
2,000 people attending the Na-
tional Rx Drug Abuse & Heroin 
Summit.

Obama’s appearance at the 
conference came as his admin-
istration issued proposed regula-
tions and announced new fund-
ing for states to purchase and 
distribute the opioid overdose 
reversal drug, naloxone, and to 
train first responders and others 
on its use. The actions also co-
incide with a commitment from 
60 medical schools to heighten 
training for prescribing opioids.

Opioids are highly addictive 
drugs that include both prescrip-
tion painkillers like codeine and 
morphine, as well as illegal nar-
cotics, primarily heroin. Deaths 
linked to opioids soared to more 
than 29,000 in 2014, the highest 
number on record.

Congress is attempting to allo-
cate more resources to confront 
the problem, one of few areas 
where bipartisan agreement may 
be reached during the election 
year. But the White House is crit-
ical of a Senate bill it says lacks 
critical funding. Obama is seek-
ing $1.1 billion in new money to 
expand treatment for opioid ad-
diction, which is about triple cur-
rent levels.

“The problem we have right 
now is treatment is underfund-
ed,” Obama said.

Republican senators note that 
the authorization bill, along with 
$400 million appropriated a few 
months earlier for opioid-specif-
ic programs, would still make 
important strides.

Obama spoke during a panel 
discussion with doctors and re-
covered drug addicts. He said 
drug addiction in the past has 
been treated as a law enforce-
ment problem, while the public 
viewed it as a character aw. 
Obama said the opioid epidemic 

shows that addiction can reach 
everybody.

Obama alluded to his drug use 
as a youth and said he was in 
many ways lucky that addiction 
“didn’t get its claws in me.” An 
ex-smoker, he noted the excep-
tion was nicotine.

Obama said the U.S. can cut 
opioid abuse in the same way 
it has lowered tobacco use and 
traffic fatalities.

White House officials said that 
most of the additional $1.1 bil-
lion that Obama seeks to battle 
opioid addiction would fund 
agreements with states to expand 
medication-assisted treatment.

Along those lines, the De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services issued a proposed rule 
allowing physicians who pre-
scribe Buprenorphine to give it 
to more patients to help them re-
duce or quit their use of heroin or 
other opiates. The proposed rule 
would expand the limit from 100 
patients to 200.

The department also is issu-
ing guidance to programs that 
allow intravenous drug addicts 
to trade dirty syringes for clean 
ones. Congress recently allowed 
federal money to be used for cer-
tain expenses, such as staff and 
equipment, but not for syringes 
themselves.

Officials also are focused on 
better educating prescribers. The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recently issued new 
guidelines stating that physical 
therapy, exercise and over-the-
counter pain medication should 
be used before turning to pain-
killers like morphine and oxy-
codone. Sixty universities will 
announce that their students will 
have to learn prescriber informa-
tion in line with the new guide-
lines in order to graduate.

Health officials who address 
the conference earlier Tuesday 
said doctor training will be key.

“Changes must start with us,” 
said Dr. Patrice Harris, chairman 
of an American Medical Asso-
ciation task force on the crisis.

She said there have been some 
signs of progress. For the past 
two years, the total number of 
prescriptions for opioids has de-
creased.

“Physicians have changed 
their prescribing practices for 
many reasons, which is a good 
sign, a sign of progress, but I 
think we all can agree that there 
is more work to do,” Harris said.

Obama seeks $1.1 
billion more to fight 
opioid abuse problem

By Kevin Freking
Associated Press

Young People in Recovery President and CEO Justin Riley listens at left 
as President Barack Obama speaks during a panel discussion at the 
National Rx Drug Abuse & Heroin Summit at AmericasMart in Atlanta, 
March 29. AP PHOTO/JACQUELYN MARTIN
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You do the crime, you do the 
time.

If you’re willing, in other 
words, to misbehave or break 
the law, you need to be willing 
to face consequences. But what 
if the crime doesn’t match the 
punishment? What if your sen-
tence doesn’t have a period at 
the end?  Or what if, as you’ll 
see in “Incarceration Nations” 
by Baz Dreisinger, you didn’t 
commit a crime at all?

As a white Jewish English 
professor who focuses on Afri-
can-American cultural studies 
and is passionate about working 
with about-to-be-released pris-
oners, Baz Dreisinger says she’s 
used to surprising people. Her 
“peculiar blend of identities” is 
unique – and so was her idea of 
a two-year journey to visit pris-
ons around the world.

The statistics that spurred her 
are devastating – more than two 
million people are behind bars 
in America , making the U.S. the 
world’s largest jailer. There are 
more African Americans in jail 
today than were enslaved 166 
years ago; one in 14 black men 
is incarcerated in the United 
States. American prisons hold 
160,000 “lifers,” as compared to 
fewer than 60 lifers in Australia.

America’s prison model, says 
Dreisinger, is exported around 
the world. But the world, as she 
discovered, altered those plans.

In Rwanda , where violence 

between Hutus and Tutsis hor-
rified us a generation ago, she 
discovered that bribery and cor-
ruption are rampant but prison 
programs bring criminals and 
victims together to attempt for-
giveness.

In South Africa , in the pris-
on where Nelson Mandela was 
held, she learned that apolo-
gies are nice, but a phone call 
to a prisoner’s mother does even 
more.

In Uganda , where overcrowd-
ing leads to horrific conditions 
and corruption is endemic, she 
learns that prisoners are hungry 
for beauty in words. In Thailand 
, she toured women’s prisons 
where guards are required to 
know women by their names 
and faces, not their numbers. 
She visited Australia , which 
began as a penal colony; Sin-
gapore , a “Disneyland with a 
death penalty” and an exciting 

reentry program; and Norway, 
where prisoners can spend up to 
half their sentences off-premis-
es.

When “Incarceration Nations” 
first crossed my desk, I expected 
to read horror story after horror 
story but, surprisingly, that’s not 
at all what I got. Instead, there’s 
a lot in here about recidivism, 
reentry and forgiveness.

While I suppose one could 
argue that, in the making of this 
book, author Baz Dreisinger 
saw only what officials wanted 
her to see, there’s much more to 
this story. Dreisinger was never-
theless still able to draw statis-
tical parallels between Ameri-
can prisons and Singapore’s, 
for example, where recidivism 
rates are far less than in the 
U.S. Dreisinger also looked at 
Norway’s, where prisoners are 
jailed near their home commu-
nities. Furthermore, Dreisinger 
uses her experiences as the 
founder of the Prison-to-Col-
lege Pipeline program in New 
York to show how punishment is 
more effective if there’s a glint 
of hope tied up in it.

This is not a soft-on-crime 
book; instead, it’s more a medi-
tation on making prisons more 
productive, instead of merely a 
warehouse for individuals. And 
if that’s a concern of yours, then 
“Incarceration Nations” is truly 
worth your time. 

Terri Schlichenmeyer may be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

BOOK REVIEW:
“THE QUICKEST KID 
IN CLARKSVILLE”
BYPAT ZIETLOW MILLER, 
   ILLUSTRATED BY FRANK MORRISON
   C.2016, CHRONICLE BOOKS  
   $16.99 / $23.99 CANADA  •  40 PAGES

You are the best kid… at some-
thing.

You can run the fastest. You 
can jump the highest. You’re the 
best skipper, the best hopper, or 
the best dancer. But what if there 
was somebody better than you? 
See what might happen in “The 
Quickest Kid in Clarksville ” by 
Pat Zietlow Miller, illustrated by 
Frank Morrison.

Alta was the fastest runner in 
Clarksville , Tenn., and every-
body knew it.

She wasn’t as fast as Wilma 
Rudolph, but Alta was close and 
that made her dream. What, she 
wondered, would it be like to 
have three Olympic gold medals 
hanging around her neck?  Would 
Wilma bring her medals to the 
parade she’d be riding in? The 
parade was tomorrow; Alta and 
her friends were even making a 
banner for it.

And then some girl Alta had 
never met before came “sa-
shaying” over with the brand-
spankingest, whitest shoes Alta 
had ever seen. She said her name 
was Charmaine and her shoes 
sparkled - they were just made for 
running. Alta’s shoes had holes in 
them but shoes can’t tell who’ll 
win a race. Not even Wilma had 
the best things, at first.

Alta challenged Charmaine to 
a race and won.

Charmaine challenged Alta to 
another race and Charmaine won.

Alta was sure that was because 
Charmaine tripped her. Or be-
cause Alta’s toe was poking out 
of the front of her shoe, which re-
ally made her sad because Mama 
said those shoes had to last…

On parade day, while Alta 
and her friends were finishing 
the banner, Charmaine came by, 
strutting “like she’s queen of the 
block.” Alta wasn’t having any 
of that; she far preferred to re-

member that Wilma Rudolph, the 
fastest woman alive, was coming 
to town to be in a parade. Maybe 
she might even see the banner, 
and she might wave.

As Alta started to run to the 
parade route with the banner, she 
suddenly realized that the ban-
ner was heavy and awkward. It 
wrapped itself up and caught the 
wind. It was long, too. There’d be 
no way she’d get to the parade in 
time.  

How would she ever make it?
Who likes to lose?  Nobody, 

that’s who, but there are times 
when losing isn’t a bad thing. 
Sometimes, it means winning 
and “The Quickest Kid in Clarks-
ville ” shows your child how that 
works.

There’s a lot of sass and atti-
tude inside this book, and charm 
all over: author Pat Zeitlow 
Miller’s main character has scads 
of it, in fact, but it’s a confident 
boldness that kids just can’t miss. 

Thanks to artwork by Frank Mor-
rison, the fierceness never leaves 
Alta’s face, even when her new 
adversary steps into the ‘hood – a 
frenemy who’s surprisingly equal 
to Alta - leading to a show-down, 
an ultimate olive branch, and an 

ending that’ll make you smile.
If your kids are curious, Miller 

also includes a page on the real 
Wilma Rudolph, putting this 
book into further prospective. 
That may be too much info for 
younger readers, but 5-to-8-year-

olds might find “The uickest 
Kid in Clarksville ” to be the 
best.

Terri Schlichenmeyer may be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com. 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Mississippi Link Newswire

Incarceration Nations: A 
Journey to Justice in Prisons 

Around the World
By Baz Dreisinger  •  c.2016, Other Press  •  $27.95 / $35.95 Canada  •  336 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Mississippi Link Newswire

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Diana Ross

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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ENTERTAINMENT

So far, owners say, Streetcar 
hasn’t made good on promise
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Bowie State Universiy 
to offer hip-hop studies 
minor program

WASHINGTON – Mayor 
Muriel Bowser and other city 
officials promised it would 
spark business. Supporters said 
it would generate a special buzz 
around H-Street that would cre-
ate excitement and people from 
around the city would come to 
the once riot-torn street.

One week after the launch of 
the D.C. Streetcar at the begin-
ning of March, however, most 
store owners and businesses 
along the H Street corridor in 
northeast Washington said they 
are seeing little to no change in 
business.

Instead, they said, riders use 
the streetcar to get to the Metro 
station at Union Station while 
rarely stopping off at the busi-
nesses along the way.

“All people do is ride by,” said 
Carolyn Thomas, owner of The 
C.A.T. Walk Bouti ue. “They do 
not get off to check out the busi-
nesses here, and there are a lot 
here on H Street.”

The streetcar, which cost near-
ly $200 million and encountered 
numerous delays and setback, 
began last week to much hoopla 
with a special opening-day cer-
emony and hundreds of curious 
riders from across the city who 
wanted to be the first aboard the 
new mode of transportation.

Some businesses did see an 
uptick in business the week-
end it began when people from 
through the city ooded the area 
for the launch.

But not for Domencia Tyler.
Tyler, owner of The Chic 

Shack, a consignment shop on 
H Street near 13th Street, said 
the streetcar caused her to actu-
ally lose money on its first day 
because the ceremony blocked 
potential customers’ access to 
her store.

The city blocked off the street 
part of the day to create a space 
for the mayor and other city of-
ficial’s speeches. Conse uently, 
Tyler said many customers 
could not attend her special all-
day sale, and the streetcar didn’t 
help out during the week either.

“I haven’t really seen an in-
crease in business since it started 

running,” Tyler said.
“The few that do ride aren’t 

really getting off at stops. It 
seems a lot of people use it to 
get to Union Station.”

Down the street, at The C.A.T. 
Walk Bouti ue, Thomas said a 
few more people did come in 
the first weekend of the train 
because she had a friend vol-
unteering with the DC Streetcar 
who encouraged people to stop 
in.

Since then, she said, the 
streetcar has not brought many 
more people into her store.

“Maybe tourists will ride it 
and get off to go into stores,” she 
said. “The people who live here 
could not care less. That does 
not bring more people in here.”

Sandra im, an employee at 
Madison’s Cleaners, said that 
she has not seen much of a dif-
ference in business since the 
streetcar began.

Since most of her customers 
live in the neighborhood, im 
said, they can get to the cleaners 
faster by walking than using the 
streetcar.

“I think it could help busi-
nesses here,” she said. “I am not 
so sure by how much, because 
there never seems to be many 
people riding it.”

At Susan’s Fashion, Jas Simp-
son, a sales associate, said that 
the streetcar was somewhat 
helpful to business opening 

weekend, but not much any-
more.

Simpson said that during the 
week, she does not see many 
people riding it.

“On weekdays during lunch 
time, we get busy,” she said, 
“but that is not because of the 
streetcar. That is because it is 
lunchtime.”

David Lutz, owner of Thrift, 
a thrift store, said so far the 
streetcar has been good for him. 
Lutz said he saw a big impact on 
business the weekend the train 
began, and a little impact the 

following weekend.
“If I had to guess, I would say 

over the week I’ve been about 
maybe 5 percent increase in 
business,” he said. “From a busi-
ness standpoint, that is a lot.”

Lutz said although ridership 
has seemed to go down since 
opening weekend, he still thinks 
the streetcar will be good for his 
business.

“It’s only been a week,” Lutz 
said. “But I think there will be 
more people coming through 
because they have more access,” 
he said.

The DC Streetcar so far, according to business owners on H Street, said it hasn’t made an impact on 
business. PHOTO BY KANDACE BROWN, HOWARD UNIVERSITY NEWS SERVICE

Beyoncé is not letting the 
uproar over her “Formation” 
music video affect her as she 
takes things a step further 
with her next video.

Reportedly the parents of 
Trayvon Martin will be fea-
tured in the video along with 
family members of Tamir Rice 
and Michael Brown. All three 
teens are noted for being un-
armed when they were killed 
by an overzealous white secu-
rity guard in Florida Martin  
and white police officers in 
Cleveland,Ohio and Fergu-
son, Mo., respectively Rice 
and Brown .

The deaths triggered out-

rage around the country as 
well as concern and action 
among activists involved with 
the Black Lives Movement.

News of the cameos first 
surfaced last weekend on the 

BeyHive Team, which men-
tioned that the family mem-
bers will display photos of 
Martin, Rice and Brown in the 
music video.

The forthcoming video 
follows Beyonc ’s previ-
ous video for her latest song, 
“Formation,” which surfaced 
on the weekend of the Super 
Bowl 50 back in early Febru-
ary. The clip is noted for fea-
turing a young boy dressed in 
black dancing in front of po-
lice officers as well as a scene 

that showed Beyoncé gyrating 
on top of a sinking New Or-
leans police car.

In addition to the “Forma-
tion” video Beyonc  per-
formed the song during the 
Super Bowl halftime show 
while paying tribute to the 
Black Panther Party.

Although the performance 
generated praise among the 
singer’s fans and others, sev-
eral police departments and 
those supporting officers 
were upset and criticized Be-
yoncé as they threatened to 
boycott her upcoming Forma-
tion world tour. The outing is 
scheduled to kick off in late 
April, according to HipHop-
D .

BOWIE, Md. – Bowie State 
University will break ground in 
offering a new academic minor 
program in hip-hop studies and 
visual culture – the first such pro-
gram in Maryland and possibly 
only the second in the nation. The 
new minor will be available in the 
fall 2016 semester.

The oldest historically black 
university in Maryland, Bowie 
State joins a movement of some 
the nation’s top colleges and uni-
versities that offer hip-hop stud-
ies courses and programs. The 
program’s curriculum will draw 
on the arts, technology, media, 
history, and literature to expand 
opportunities for critical discus-
sion, collaborative research and 
creative projects. Students will 
engage with hip-hop scholars, 
artists and pioneers through guest 
lectures, hands-on workshops 
and field trips.

“We are trying to encourage 
critical research. Hip-hop is not 
just music: it’s a culture,” said 
Associate Professor Tewodross 
Melchishua, coordinator of Bow-
ie State’s visual communication 
and digital media arts program. 
An award-winning filmmak-
er, animator and visual artist, 
Melchishua is a member of the 
Universal Zulu Nation, founded 
by hip-hop pioneer Afrika Bam-
baataa – it is the first and oldest 
hip-hop awareness organization. 
Since 2008, he has taught hip-hop 
visual culture at Bowie State, the 
university’s only hip-hop-based 
course.

Three new courses developed 
by Bowie State faculty will ex-
plore hip-hop’s roots in African 
and African-American culture 
and its societal impact, while 
developing projects that span 
multiple academic disciplines. 
Melchishua designed a hip-hop 
studio course focused on visual 
arts design. Renowned hip-hop 
scholar, musician and author Dr. 
William Smith created a course 
exploring black contemporary 
music and its impact on society. 
Helen Hayes Award-nominated 
playwright, director and actor 
Greg Morrison will teach a hip-
hop theater course he developed 
to introduce students a uni ue 
form of musical theater.

Bowie State students have 
already produced scholarly 
works on hip-hop studies. Am-
ber Matthews, a senior major-
ing in VCDMA, researched ed-
ucators who integrate hip-hop 
music and culture into their les-
sons. “By understanding hip-
hop and the possibilities of in-
corporating it into education for 
the youth inside and outside the 
classroom, the potential to cre-
ate positive change is bound-
less,” she said.

Melchishua says that a student 
in any discipline could benefit 
from studying hip-hop culture. 
“Hip-hop studies can comple-
ment any existing area of study 
from education to marketing to 
technology or cultural studies,” 
he said. “Hip hop is universal – 
it brings together a lot of diverse 
people from around the world.”

Beyoncé’s next video to reportedly 
feature Trayvon Martin’s parents

By Kandace Brown
Howard University News Service

Carolyn Thomas, C.A.T. Walk Boutique owner, said all people do is 
ride by instead of stopping in businesses.

Jay Z and Beyonce are pictured with Trayvon Martin’s parents, Sybrina Fulton and Tracy Martin.

By Qwest7
Eurweb.com

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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March 30 - April 5, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

GROUND 
CHUCK

PER  LB.

$279

GREAT  ON  THE GRILL!

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1099

SPRINGER  MOUNTAIN  FRESH

WHOLE 
FRYERS

PER  LB.

$100
FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

99¢

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS  
SIRLOIN  STEAK

PER  LB.

$599

SAVE  ON 

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$259
FRESH  WHOLE

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$179

FAMILY  PACK  TURKEY

NECKS  OR
WINGS

PER  LB.

89¢

USDA  CHOICE

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$299
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

DRINKING
WATER

24  PACK  

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE
OIL

GALLON  JUG

$499

SAVE  ON

COKE  
PRODUCTS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$11

BLUE  BONNET

MARGARINE
QUARTERS
1  LB. ..................................... 89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BAR  CHEESE 
16  OZ. .................................................. 

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SOUR  CREAM
8  OZ. ..................................... 99¢

ASSORTED

YOPLAIT
YOGURT
4 - 6  OZ.  .................................... 

2/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

ORANGE  JUICE
64  OZ. ...................................... 

$219

SELECT

FRESH  FROZEN
VEGETABLES
24 - 28  OZ. ................................. 

2/$5
ASSORTED  FROZEN

ORE  IDA
POTATOES
2  LB. ....................................... 

2/$5
SELECT  VARIETIES

TGIF  
APPETIZERS
8 - 11  OZ. .................................. 

$299

piggly wiggly

FRESH  SWEET

CANTALOUPES
EACH

$199

RED  OR  WHITE  SEEDLESS

GRAPES
PER  LB.

$219
FRESH  EXPRESS  OLD  FASHIONED  OR  3  COLOR

COLE  SLAW
14  OZ.

89¢

FRESH  EXPRESS 

SALAD  MIX
12  OZ.

99¢

RIPE  

AVOCADOES
EACH

79¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


