
A Hinds County circuit 
judge is holding some 
public defenders in con-
tempt of court in a dispute 
over how the attorneys do 
their jobs.

Judge Jeff Weill, Mon-
day, March 16, 2015 or-
dered public defender Mi-
chele Harris and assistant 
public defender Greg Spore to 
pay a $100 fine by Tuesday.

Harris said Weill was being 
unjust to her and her colleagues. 
She said public defenders are 
appointed to represent clients 
and they intend to continue do-
ing so.

Weill said in a letter to Har-
ris this month that his office 

had experienced unprofessional 
conduct by another assistant 
public defender, Alison Kelly.

Harris said Kelly has a high 
percentage of winning cases 
and that Weill presented no 
specific misconduct by Kelly in 

Callaway High School’s 
Chargers Basketball team is 
the first boys team in over 
40 years to win four straight 
state titles. With that record, 
the disappointment was un-
derstandable over the news 
that the Chargers will not 
play in the Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods High School Na-
tionals in April in Madison 
Square Garden in New York 
City.

The invitation to play in 
the Nationals came from the 
nationally televised event. 
But the Mississippi High 
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A group of stu-
dents at Ursinus 
College in Colle-
geville, Pennsyl-
vania took their 
spring break to 

traveled to Mississippi and Ala-
bama to get a first hand view of 

the Civil Rights era in these two 
states at their own expense.

Nine students currently study-
ing Religion and Civil Rights 
signed up for this annual tour 
spearheaded by Charles Rice, 
chaplain/professor, and Paulette 
Patton, former director of multi-
cultural services at Ursinus.

This is the tenth year that Rice 

and Patton have brought a group 
of students to the south for this 
tour. Though retired, Patton, a 
native of Mississippi, was happy 
to accompany the students to her 
hometown.

She said, “I have been a part 
of this civil rights journey  since 
its inception 10 years ago. By 
growing up in Mississippi dur-

ing the Jim Crow Era, taking this 
journey serves as a reminder that 
there is still work that needs to be 
done.”

Patton said she is always im-
pressed with the impact the tour 
has on students. She said, “stu-

A befitting occasion for 
the month of March, which 
is Women’s History Month, 
the Mississippi Association 
of Colored Women’s Clubs, 
Inc. held a “meet and greet” 
luncheon March 11, 2015, at 
one of their establishments, 
Federation Towers, in Clin-

ton. National President Sha-
ron Bridgeforth confidently 
addressed the motto: “Lift-
ing as We Climb.”

Addressing the organiza-
tion’s ability to withstand the 
test of time, Bridgeforth - the 
feisty leader of the Nation-
al Association of Colored 
Women’s Club, Inc. - con-
ferred, “This is the first orga-

nization of African American 
women, and I am proud to 
stand as national president.”

Bridgeforth’s climb from 
humble beginnings in child-
hood to adulthood and ulti-
mately this leadership posi-
tion shaped her abilities to do 
“the big things [in communi-
ty service].” At the helm of 
such a federation, she seam-

lessly conducts meetings 
with maintaining a standard 
of decorum second to non.

As speaker at this occa-
sion, she referred to the ori-
gin (1896) of the national or-
gan, delineating the hurdles 
of racial stigmas. “We stood 

National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs Inc. (front row l-r) Past Presidents Essie Brumfield, Lela Rayborn, current National President Sharon Bridge-
forth, current President Dr. Lynda Taylor, Immediate Past President Edna White, and Past President Gwendolyn Chambliss  PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

Students and tour chaperones at New Hope Baptist Church with Pastor Jerry Young (center) PHOTOS BY ROY PATTON
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Danny Jones, director of external af-
fairs at Tougaloo College, made his tran-
sition Monday, March 16, 2015. He died 
of congestive heart failure.

“I was very shocked and deeply sad-
dened to learn of the passing of Danny 
Jones. I have worked with him in his po-
sition at Tougaloo College for many years 
and found him to be very professional, 
easy to work with, cooperative and effi-
cient.

“On behalf of The Mississippi Link 
staff, I extend our condolences to his fam-
ily and the entire Tougaloo family.”

~ Jackie Hampton, publisher, The Mis-
sissippi Link

The Jackson City Council 
will host its regular council 
meeting on Tuesday, March 24, 
2015 beginning at 6:00 p.m.

The council meeting will 
open with welcome remarks 
from Jackson State University’s 
president, Dr. Carolyn W. Mey-
ers.

Students from the undergrad-
uate Department of Political 
Science, and the graduate De-
partment of Public Policy and 
Administration and the Depart-

ment of Urban and Regional 
Planning will participate during 
the public comments portion of 
the meeting regarding current 
issues facing our City such as 
infrastructure, water and sewer, 
and the recent closing of South 
Jackson’s Kroger Grocery store.

City Council President De-
Keither Stamps knows the val-
ue of providing a voice for and 
extending educational opportu-
nities to Jackson’s youth.

“We must prepare our future 
leaders of tomorrow, today, 

by engaging them with local 
government and other fields, 
so they can receive real world 
experiences,” said City Council 
President DeKeither Stamps.

“This collaborative effort 
with JSU also shows the Coun-
cil’s commitment in building, 
continuing and strengthening 
relationships across our com-
munity.”

The meeting will be held at 
the JSU eCenter located at 1230 
Raymond Road in west Jack-
son.

March 18, 2015: In its regular 
meeting Monday, the Hinds Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors named 
former Hinds County Supervisor 
George Smith as interim to fill the 
District Five vacancy on the board. 
Supervisor Smith was sworn in as 
interim at Monday’s meeting and 
immediately took his seat on the 
board.

Supervisor George Smith repre-

sented District Five for 32 years 
previously. He has an impressive 
record of appointments, commu-
nity service, honors and recogni-
tions. His historical knowledge of 
County business will be an invalu-
able contribution.

Board president, District Three 
Supervisor Peggy Calhoun com-
mented, “I am pleased to work 
with Supervisor Smith again. He 
will be a great contributor in help-

ing to move Hinds County for-
ward.”

“I am glad to have him back. 
His expertise and years of expe-
rience are very valuable,” added 
colleague, District One Supervisor 
Robert Graham.

District Two Supervisor Darrel 
McQuirter said, “It is an honor to 
be a part of the appointment of a 
man who has served Hinds County 
for so many years in so many ca-

pacities and has earned the respect 
of his community and colleagues.”

Supervisor Smith will serve in 
an interim capacity until the win-
ner of the regular election is sworn 
into office and seated in January, 
2016.

For additional information, 
please contact Carmen Davis, 
County Administrator, at 601- 
968-6501 or email: cdavis@
co.hinds.ms.us.

Hinds County Board names interim supervisor
Districts 5 seat filled until regular election
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Civil Rights tour 
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dents comment to me that they 
are forever changed and want to 
become an active participant in 
social justice issues that plague 
our communities.”

on Sunday, March 8 the group 
attended service at New Hope 
Baptist church where they were 
greeted by Jerry Young, pastor/
president of the National Baptist 
convention. New Hope has been 
a stop on the tour for each of the 
10 years.

Pastor Young, as he has tradi-
tionally done, asked Rev. Rice, to 
deliver  the message to his con-
gregation at the 8 a.m. service.

activities on Monday included 

a tour of the Evers’ family home 
on Margaret Walker alexander 
Drive, the site of the assassina-
tion of Medgar Evers. The stu-
dents had a guided tour of what 
is now Medgar Evers Home 
Museum where they were able 
to see the very spot where Med-
gar Evers was shot to death in his 
driveway, on June 12, 1963, by 
white supremacist Byron De La 
Beckwith. 

They also visited Southern 
Echo, where they met with Hol-
lis Watkins, president. Watkins is 
an activist who participated in the 
civil Rights Movement. He told 
the students that being an activist 

during the civil rights movement 
resulted in him being arrested nu-
merous times. 

Watkins taught the students 
some of the freedom songs he 
and others  sang while lingering 
in a cell during the 60’s.

one of the students, aleia 
Mangano said, “When we were 
singing with Hollis Watkins, it 
was extremely moving  and emo-
tional. I wanted to speak to the 
moving power of song…, how 
that was the thing that brought 
people together.”

The historic Tougaloo college 
chapel was also a stop on the tour 
where the students met Rev. Ed 

King and Judge carlton Reeves. 
King, a Methodist minister, was a 
founder of the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party and a key 
figure in the civil rights move-
ment in the 1960s.

He was one of the few white 
Mississippians with a leader-
ship position in the movement. 
He shared the amazing personal 
journey he had with Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and other civil 
rights leaders.

The students listened intently 
as Judge Reeves spoke to them. 
Reeves said that so much of his 
view of the civil rights move-
ment, as described by Watkins 

and King, is from the history he 
has read about. He encouraged 
the students to read as much as 
they could, so that they can come 
to their own understanding and 
conclusions.

The students wanted to hear 
more about the hate crime case 
which involved a group of young 
people that rode around certain 
neighborhoods in the city of Jack-
son for the sole purpose of terror-
izing and causing physical injury 
to black people. 

Prior  to meeting Judge Reeves, 
Ursinus students had read about 
the  incredible speech which he 
had delivered to three white mur-

derers prior to sentencing them.
aastha Gautam, an Ursinus 

student commented, “It was in-
teresting how there was religion 
and law in the same room. I was 
thinking of our class and how law 
cannot be enough - there has to be 
something else, and both of those 
things (religion and law) can be 
used for good.” 

other towns visited on the tour 
in Mississippi included Philadel-
phia, Indianola, Ruleville, Money 
and Glendora - all having ties to 
the civil rights movement. after 
leaving Mississippi, their stops in 
alabama included Montgomery, 
Hayneville and Selma.

Students at Southern Echo with Civil Rights activist Hollis Watkins
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after giv-
ing a recent 
education re-
form speech 
in Georgia, a 
thirty-some-
thing man 
approached 

me to discuss my views on 
the increasing school expul-
sion rate for kids, particularly 
boys of color. He told me that 
his wife was a special educa-
tion teacher; that she worked 
with troubled kids and she had 
developed a close relationship 
with a young boy who had 
been expelled several times 
from his school.

The man’s wife said that she 
had been asked to work with 
the boy because his classroom 
teacher suspected that the boy 
had attention Deficit Disor-
der (aDD). apparently, the 
boy had been having fits and 
would, on occasion, throw 
chairs around the classroom.  
The teacher reportedly was 
fearful for her safety and the 
safety of the other kids in the 
class.

The man then told me that 
his wife found out that the 
boy was consistently abused 
at home and had no outlet to 
get the counseling help that 
he needed. as she began to 
work with the boy, his behav-
ior improved and his attitude 
towards school improved.

When I asked the man about 
the boy’s grade, he smiled 
and said, “Mr. chavous that 
is why I wanted to talk with 
you. The boy is only 4 years 
old, and he did not have aDD. 
My wife can’t believe that she 
keeps getting more and more 
of these intervention calls 
from preschools. What can be 
done about this?”

Good question.
In 2005, Yale professor 

Walter Gilliam shocked the 
nation with the first research 
showing that preschoolers 
are expelled at three times the 
rate of children in kindergar-

ten through 12th grade. He 
showed that young african-
american boys like the boy 
referenced above are most 
vulnerable to what he calls 
“the capital punishment of 
schools.”

and while preschooler’s 
expulsion rates continue to 
outpace their K-12 school 
counterparts, the fact is that 
all school expulsion rates are 
growing along with the high 
school dropout rate. all of 
which begs another question, 
“Who will educate the kids 
that nobody wants?”

In answering both ques-
tions, we must be honest about 
who will not educate these 
kids: most local school dis-
tricts. It is increasingly clear 
that the vast majority of local 
school districts - especially 
in urban america - are either 
unwilling or unable to educate 
the growing number of kids 
coming from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

and since our teaching core 
has begun to feel the pres-
sure of having their students 
do well on standardized tests, 
they do not have the energy 
or often the skill set to ad-
dress the needs of our most 
challenged school population 
group.

as a result, the average lo-
cal school district resorts to 
easy special needs labels as 
a way to get these troubled 
kids out of the classroom so 
they won’t affect the other 
students. as the saying goes, 
‘one bad apple can spoil the 
whole bunch.’ So, they kick 
these kids out of school.

Fortunately, around the 
country, there are a number of 
schools who take pride in ed-
ucating the kids that nobody 
wants. Schools like the Hope 
academy charter School in 
Kansas city, Maya angelou 
charter School in D.c. and 
the Legacy charter School in 
Greenville, S.c.

Each of these schools, and 
several others like them, make 
it their mission to value all of 
the kids they serve and they 

refuse to write kids off based 
on their background, home 
life or previous school expe-
rience. Knowing that schools 
like these exist, wouldn’t it 
make sense for our most chal-
lenged school districts to ea-
gerly embrace these alterna-
tive programs?

apparently not.
Recently, charter school 

authorizers in Philadelphia 
rejected the application of 
Ligouri academy, who made 
that city the same offer that 
Hope academy, Maya ange-
lou and Legacy made to their 
cities: let us teach the kids 
who are the kids toughest to 
educate.

Ligouri, through its found-
ers Mike Marrone and Pat 
Wright, planned on using a 
model that included a per-
sonalized and individualized 
curriculum, which has been 
proven as an effective strategy 
for all students, but especially 
critical for disengaged learn-
ers.

The proposed Liquori mod-
el has yielded impressive re-
sults for the most challenged 
students in places like Fres-
no, calif., Buffalo, N.Y. and 
chester, Penn.

Still, the authorizers in 
Philadelphia denied Liquori’s 
application - even though, ac-
cording to research conducted 
by the National center for 
Dropout Prevention Network, 
5,000 9th grade students with-
in the School District of Phil-
adelphia have a less than one 
percent chance of graduating 
high school.

at some point, our educa-
tion elite will wake up to the 
fact that one size does not fit 
all. and that having a menu of 
education offerings available 
to educate kids with differ-
ent needs helps not just those 
kids, but all kids.

Kevin Chavous is senior 
advisor and executive counsel 
for the American Federation 
for Children and co-founder 
of Democrats for Education 
Reform.

Dubbed as 
“ c o m m o n 
core” - a uni-
form education 
system across 
the United 
States - has 
been greatly de-

bated regarding the changes such a 
program will bring not only in real-
time achievement but also for the 
“academic climate” of our nation.

common core is one of the new-
est educational reform programs 
that seeks to establish nationwide 
standards, featuring consistent 
guidelines for what every student 
should know from kindergarten 
through the 12th grade. 

The Upside
common core gains high ap-

proval ratings when seen in the con-
text of how americans have lost the 
competitive edge in contrast to their 
international peers - particularly in 
math and English.

according to the organization 
for Economic cooperation and De-
velopment, U.S. students now rank 
14th in the international educational 
sphere, leaving many stumped as 
to how a country considered the 
“greatest nation on earth” in so 
many categories could fall so low 
on the scale of intellectual promi-
nence. 

Some argue that the lackluster 
educational climate in the U.S. to-
day is an outgrowth of the uneven 
patchwork of academic standards 
that vary from state to state.

Such an argument led former 
arizona governer Janet Napolitano, 
in 2008, to write an initiative based 
on the belief that america could not 
competitively and innovatively lead 
the world without an internationally 
competitive education system.

By the end of that year, her team’s 
report laid the foundation for “com-
mon core State Standards.” Napoli-
tano, who later became the U.S. 
Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
her initiative put strong emphasis on 
improving math, science, and work-
force education.

The team she spearheaded con-
sisted of recognized experts in edu-

cation, tasked with compiling a for-
mula for student success. Today, 43 
states have voluntarily adopted the 
new common core.

The Downsize
common core began as an out-

growth of President George W. 
Bush’s No child Left Behind act 
of 2001. The premise of that act 
was that all children can learn and 
deserve a high-quality education. 
However, the fundamental design 
of the act raised concerns, as it re-
quired states to test and report data 
on student performance and fol-
lowed up with punishing schools 
that performed poorly - a recipe for 
mounting resentment.

“No child” was accused of forc-
ing schools to focus obsessively on 
grilling students to pass reading and 
math standards, while neglecting 
social studies and science curricula. 
It also declared that all students 
score proficiently on such exams by 
2014, a goal many under privileged 
school systems found impossible to 
reach.

Unsurprisingly, white schools 
(which had more economically af-
fluent students) scored higher on 
the exams and were not subject to 
No child’s penalties, while minor-
ity schools (which had more under-
privileged students) scored poorly. 
consequently, the latter schools 
were labeled inadequate and often 
subjected to severe reprecussions.

after congress failed to address 
these ills, in 2012, President obama 
signed a congressional order which 
would grant waivers to more than 
90 percent of public schools within 
U.S. territory. In turn, these schools 
agreed to help develop better strate-
gies for promoting students’ prog-
ress and success.

However, despite the consensus 
on a need for educational reform, 
opponents view the alternative pro-
gram common core as an attack on 
state sovereignty. What originally 
began as a program for much need-
ed educational reform for a floun-
dering public school system became 
one of the most controversial educa-
tion programs of today.

The criticism gained momentum 
with the withdrawal of several states 
from the common core program - 

oklahoma, South carolina, Loui-
siana and Indiana. Some point out 
that the very name common core 
“is toxic”; americans just don’t like 
it.

To this end, many of the states 
that have adopted the standards, in-
cluding Mississippi, have done so 
under a different brand and with ad-
ditions made by the state.

The Reality
an unfounded accusation toward 

common core was that its new stan-
dards would bring all states down to 
the lowest common denominator. 
The program is not a curriculum; 
it is not a federal initiative; and it is 
not part of “No child Left Behind.” 
The federal government played no 
role in its development, and it is not 
mandatory.

although still riddled with mis-
trust that continues to undermine 
the effort, common core standards 
were to provide a clear, consistent 
framework for educators focus-
ing on the development of critical-
thinking, problem-solving and ana-
lytical skills.

Local teachers, principals, super-
intendents, and others decide how 
the standards are to be met. Teach-
ers devise lesson plans and tailor 
instruction to the individual needs 
of the students in their classrooms. 
and decisions on how to implement 
the standards are made at the state 
and local levels.

as such, states and localities 
are taking different approaches to 
implementing the standards and 
providing their teachers with any 
support they need to help students 
succeed.

In 2010, the Mississippi legis-
lature signed on to common core 
but rebranded the program under 
a banner “Mississippi college and 
career-Ready Standards.” This was 
done to alleviate tensions surround-
ing the controversial education re-
form initiative. 

Despite continued resistance, 
the reality is common core stan-
dards establish what students need 
to learn, while not dictating how 
teachers should teach.

Beunkka Davis is an NNPA intern 
and a mass communications student 
at Alcorn State University.

Educating the kids nobody wants
The Common Core saga 
continues on the state level

a d v E r T o r i a l

By Kevin P. Chavous
Executive Counsel
American Federation for Children By Beunkka Davis

NNPA Contributing Writer

Rev. Ed King and Judge Carlton Reeves speak to touring students in 
the Tougaloo College Chapel



up with the suffragists. We 
couldn’t vote but we knew 
what was right,” Bridgeforth 
said.

Grounded in doing the right 
thing, Bridgeforth mentioned 
that the organization calls for 
a strong sisterhood bond for 
sustainability and communi-
ty service. She further noted 
that the Association has a rich 
legacy of exercising goodwill 
and appealed to the attend-
ees to continue to attract new 
members.

Youth within the orga-
nization, she referenced as 
“among the best.” She has-
tened to add, “The gap is get-
ting bigger, and there needs to 
be more of us that are stand-
ing in the gap.” She urged 
the members to funnel young 
adults onto college campuses 
to bring in young people for 
leadership roles.

As national president, 
Bridgeforth then turned to 
an increased sense of social 
responsibility to build rela-
tionships and to bridge gen-
erational gaps. “Participatory 
citizens” should be engaged 
in community projects within 
and outside their clubs; en-
courage membership to look 
for the good in others, to be 
“worthy servants” unto God. 
Build others up by celebrat-
ing their accomplishments in 
community service.

During the “Sisterhood 
Dialogue” following the lun-
cheon, Bridgeforth stated that 
the National Association has 
over 2,000 women enrolled 
and 1,800 of them are “pay-
ing members.”

The organization mentors 
children (especially children 
of color) who are suspended 
from school and is an advo-

cate for women of color who 
are paid less than their male 
counterparts. They also work 
with the incarcerated.

How is Mississippi faring 
when it comes to the asso-
ciation’s community service? 
Irrespective of location, each 
club engages in its own activ-
ities for community impact.

“The Mississippi Asso-
ciation of Colored Women’s 
Clubs, Inc., has four Feder-
ated Towers designated for 
the elderly and needy. In 
Clinton, Clarksdale, Grenada, 
and Hattiesburg, they have a 
combined total of 250 living 
units,” said Dr. Lynda Taylor, 
president. 

Community service in-
cludes fundraising for schol-
arships for high school and 
college students, donating 
items to women at Whitfield, 
activities for The Salvation 
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court papers.
Harris was appointed pub-

lic defender by Senior Hinds 
County Circuit Court Judge 
Tomie Green in 2011, becom-
ing the first female and first 
African American to serve in 

that position.
A native of Mt. Olive, she 

graduated from Jackson State 
University in 1984 and from 
the Mississippi School of Law 
in 1987. She has served as a 
criminal prosecutor and as 

Jackson’s chief city prosecu-
tor. 

Her public defender posi-
tion has a four-year term, after 
which the senior circuit court 
judge may reappoint one to the 
position.

School Activities Associa-
tion  (MHSAA) rules state 
that teams cannot play in 
post season events after the 
season is over - a ruling 
made back in the 1930s.

A petition was circulated 
to get the MHSAA to change 
the ruling or to give a waiv-
er to the team to play, gain-
ing up to 2,000 signatures in 
one week.

Although the petition was 
started by the Chargers’ 
coach David Sanders, he has 

since withdrew all together 
in the effort to get the team 
to Madison Square Garden, 
some sources citing pressure 
coming from MHSAA.

Such players like senior 
Malik Newman will miss out 
on the exposure the game 
in Madison Square Garden 
would give him - the recog-
nition, the scouts on hand, 
the opportunity to show 
how well the guys stand up 
against national talent.

The disappointment 

mounted up to the Missis-
sippi State Legislature with 
State Senator John Horhn 
the most vocal in his disap-
pointment that the Missis-
sippi treasure - Callaway 
High School Chargers Bas-
ketball team - will not have 
the opportunity to shine on a 
national scene.

The Olive Branch girls 
team also qualified to play 
in the Nationals but is held 
back by the same MHSAA 
rule.

WhiteTaylor                                                                 Bridgeforth

maCWC 
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Volunteer servers at Community Service Kitchen at Stewpot

Army, and Boys and Girls 
Clubs. In Clinton, the associ-
ation owns 369 acres of land. 
They made history when they 
donated property to Hinds 
County to build Sumner Hill 
High School, the first school 
in Hinds County for African 
Americans.

Local and second-term 
president, Carolyn Cooper, 
aims to continue to bless the 
community with her service-
oriented contributions. She 
specifically pointed out that 
Forward Lookers Federated 
Club provides $1,500 schol-
arships to students who attend 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities.

In addition, Forward Look-
ers conducts two annual 
workshops on health-related 

issues, performs community 
service at Stewpot Kitchen, 
walks with breast cancer sur-
vivors, adopts a family from 
Catholic Charities, and do-
nates toys, money, and cloth-
ing to the Domestic Violence 
Shelter.

Home for Spring Break, 
Southern Mississippi stu-
dent Kallie Cooper has been 
serving communities since 
childhood. She is currently a 
Forward Lookers’ volunteer. 
“Volunteering is a great way 
for me to help my Hattiesburg 
community and other commu-
nities. It has really humbled 
me to see what could happen 
and what other people have 
been through,” she said.

To the question of what 
is one of the most desirable 

things for youth growth and 
development, Taylor respond-
ed, “I see a great need for 
young ladies to become ladies 
and young men to become 
young men. We need more 
men to mentor to their home 
settings.”

On leading, Taylor opined 
that children should be taught 
how “to love, to trust, and to 
be responsible.”

Mississippi became a mem-
ber of the National Asso-
ciation of Colored Women’s 
Clubs in 1908 and joined the 
Southeastern Association of 
Colored Women’s Clubs in 
1912. Federated Club work 
provides the organizational 
structure for local, city, and 
district clubs which make up 
the State Federation.
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WASHINGTON - The White 
House blasted Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell on 
Monday for holding up con-
firmation of President Barack 
Obama’s pick for attorney gen-
eral, arguing the “unconscio-
nable delay” was a stain on the 
Kentucky Republican’s leader-
ship.

McConnell warned over the 
weekend that he wouldn’t hold 
a vote on Loretta Lynch’s con-
firmation before the Senate fin-
ishes a human trafficking bill 
that has hit a roadblock over a 
provision regarding funding for 
abortions. White House press 
secretary Josh Earnest said the 
delay on the attorney general 
post reflected “inept leader-
ship,” not a flaw in the traffick-
ing bill.

“You’ve got to hand it to Re-
publicans, that they’ve taken 
even a measure as common 
sense as that and turned it into a 
partisan controversy,” Earnest 
said. “That is not a reflection of 
a flaw in the bill. It’s a reflec-
tion of inept leadership.”

He suggested it was ques-
tionable whether Obama could 
trust McConnell and his fel-

low GOP leaders and “whether 
their word is good with the 
president.”

McConnell’s spokesman, 
Don Stewart, retorted that 
“It wasn’t Republicans who 
‘turned it into a partisan con-
troversy.’ ... It was only when 
the president’s party decided 
to filibuster a bill they support 
that it became controversial.”

McConnell put Lynch’s 
confirmation vote planned for 
this week on hold after Senate 
debate on the trafficking bill 

broke down.
Democrats made a late objec-

tion to a provision that prohib-
its money dedicated to a fund 
for victims from being used to 
pay for abortions except in very 
limited circumstances. Similar 
abortion funding restrictions 
have been in place for decades, 
but abortion-rights supporters 
said the legislation goes fur-

White House slams McConnell 
on Lynch confirmation delay

The Associated Press By Josh Lederman
Special to The Mississippi Link

FILE - In this Jan. 28, 2015 file photo, Attorney General nominee Loretta 
Lynch testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee\’s confirmation hearing. AP PHoto/J. SCott APPLEWHItE, FILE

WASHINGTON - The Obama 
administration set a record again 
for censoring government files or 
outright denying access to them last 
year under the U.S. Freedom of In-
formation Act, according to a new 
analysis of federal data by The As-
sociated Press.

The government took longer to 
turn over files when it provided any, 
said more regularly that it couldn’t 
find documents and refused a re-
cord number of times to turn over 
files quickly that might be especially 
newsworthy.

It also acknowledged in nearly 1 
in 3 cases that its initial decisions to 
withhold or censor records were im-
proper under the law - but only when 
it was challenged.

Its backlog of unanswered re-
quests at year’s end grew remarkably 
by 55 percent to more than 200,000. 
It also cut by 375, or about 9 percent, 
the number of full-time employees 
across government paid to look for 
records. That was the fewest number 
of employees working on the issue 
in five years.

The government’s new figures, 
published Tuesday, covered all re-
quests to 100 federal agencies dur-
ing fiscal 2014 under the Freedom of 
Information law, which is heralded 
globally as a model for transpar-
ent government. They showed that 
despite disappointments and failed 
promises by the White House to 
make meaningful improvements in 
the way it releases records, the law 
was more popular than ever. Citi-
zens, journalists, businesses and oth-
ers made a record 714,231 requests 
for information. The U.S. spent a re-
cord $434 million trying to keep up. 
It also spent about $28 million on 
lawyers’ fees to keep records secret.

“This disappointing track record 
is hardly the mark of an adminis-
tration that was supposed to be the 
most transparent in history,” said 
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, who has 
co-sponsored legislation with Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., to improve the 
Freedom of Information law. Their 
effort died in the House last year.

The new figures showed the 
government responded to 647,142 
requests, a 4 percent decrease over 
the previous year. It more than ever 
censored materials it turned over 
or fully denied access to them, in 
250,581 cases or 39 percent of all 
requests. Sometimes, the govern-
ment censored only a few words or 
an employee’s phone number, but 
other times it completely marked out 
nearly every paragraph on pages.

On 215,584 other occasions, the 

government said it couldn’t find 
records, a person refused to pay 
for copies or the government deter-
mined the request to be unreason-
able or improper.

The White House touted its suc-
cess under its own analysis. It rou-
tinely excludes from its assessment 
instances when it couldn’t find re-
cords, a person refused to pay for 
copies or the request was determined 
to be improper under the law, and 
said under this calculation it released 
all or parts of records in 91 percent 
of requests - still a record low since 
President Barack Obama took office 
using the White House’s own math.

“We actually do have a lot to brag 
about,” White House spokesman 
Josh Earnest said.

Earnest on Wednesday praised 
agencies for releasing information 
before anyone requested it, such 
as the salaries and titles of White 
House employees. He cited more 
than 125,000 sets of data posted on a 
website, data.gov, which include his-
torical temperature charts, records of 
agricultural fertilizer consumption, 
Census data, fire deaths and college 
crime reports.

“When it comes to our record on 
transparency, we have a lot to be 
proud of,” he told reporters aboard 
Air Force One. “And frankly, it sets 
a standard that future administra-
tions will have to live up to.”

Separately, the Justice Depart-
ment congratulated the Agriculture 
and State departments for finishing 
work on their oldest 10 requests, 
said the Pentagon responded to near-
ly all requests within three months 

and praised the Health and Human 
Services Department for disclosing 
information about the Ebola out-
break and immigrant children caught 
crossing U.S. borders illegally.

The government’s responsiveness 
under the open records law is an im-
portant measure of its transparency. 
Under the law, citizens and foreign-
ers can compel the government to 
turn over copies of federal records 
for zero or little cost. Anyone who 
seeks information through the law 
is generally supposed to get it un-
less disclosure would hurt national 
security, violate personal privacy or 
expose business secrets or confiden-
tial decision-making in certain areas. 
It cited such exceptions a record 
554,969 times last year.

Under the president’s instructions, 
the U.S. should not withhold or cen-
sor government files merely because 
they might be embarrassing, but fed-
eral employees last year regularly 
misapplied the law. In emails that AP 
obtained from the National Archives 
and Records Administration about 
who pays for Michelle Obama’s ex-
pensive dresses, the agency blacked-
out a sentence under part of the law 
intended to shield personal, private 
information, such as Social Security 
numbers, phone numbers or home 
addresses. But it failed to censor the 
same passage on a subsequent page.

The sentence: “We live in con-
stant fear of upsetting the WH 
(White House).”

In nearly 1 in 3 cases, when some-
one challenged under appeal the ad-
ministration’s initial decision to cen-
sor or withhold files, the government 
reconsidered and acknowledged it 
was at least partly wrong. That was 
the highest reversal rate in at least 
five years.

The AP’s chief executive, Gary 
Pruitt, said the news organiza-
tion filed hundreds of requests for 
government files. Records the AP 
obtained revealed police efforts to 
restrict airspace to keep away news 
helicopters during violent street pro-
tests in Ferguson, Missouri. In an-
other case, the records showed Vet-
erans Affairs doctors concluding that 
a gunman who later killed 12 people 
had no mental health issues despite 
serious problems and encounters 
with police during the same period. 
They also showed the FBI pressur-
ing local police agencies to keep de-
tails secret about a telephone surveil-
lance device called Stingray.

“What we discovered reaffirmed 
what we have seen all too frequently 
in recent years,” Pruitt wrote in a 
column published this week. “The 
systems created to give citizens in-
formation about their government 

are badly broken and getting worse 
all the time.”

The U.S. released its new figures 
during Sunshine Week, when news 
organizations promote open govern-
ment and freedom of information.

The AP earlier this month sued the 
State Department under the law to 

force the release of email correspon-
dence and government documents 
from Hillary Rodham Clinton’s ten-
ure as secretary of state. The govern-
ment had failed to turn over the files 
under repeated requests, including 
one made five years ago and others 
pending since the summer of 2013.

The government said the average 
time it took to answer each records 
request ranged from one day to more 
than 2.5 years. More than half of fed-
eral agencies took longer to answer 
requests last year than the previous 
year.

Administration sets record for withholding government files
By ted Bridis
Special to The Mississippi Link

FILE - In this March 9, 2015, file pho-
to, President Barack obama listens 
during his meeting with European 
Council President Donald tusk in 
the oval office of the White House 
in Washington. For the second con-
secutive year, the obama adminis-
tration more often than ever cen-
sored government files or outright 
denied access to them under the 
U.S. Freedom of Information Act, 
according to a new analysis of fed-
eral data by the Associated Press. 
AP PHoto/SUSAn WALSH

WASHINGTON - Prince 
Charles and his wife, Camilla, 
got the royal tour of the U.S. 
capital on Wednesday, being 
ushered around Washington’s 
monuments and memorials on 
the National Mall by a handful 
of American luminaries.

The British royal couple was 
joined by two civil rights lead-
ers for their tour of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. memorial - the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, a protege 
of King; and Rep. John Lewis 
of Georgia, who marched in 
the “Bloody Sunday” demon-
strations for minority voting 
rights 50 years ago.

Charles and Camilla spent 
about 20 minutes touring the 
King memorial. The couple 
paused briefly to read some 
of King’s quotations about the 
civil rights movement that are 
engraved in stone.

“Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness, only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate, only love can do that,” 
read one quotation where the 
royal couple paused to see 
King’s words from 1963.

Joan Darby, who brought her 
U.S. history class from Staf-
ford, Virginia, to the King me-

morial said they were thrilled 
and surprised to meet Prince 
Charles, along with Lewis and 
Jackson.

“To come here and have 
such a joyful event was just 
really incredible luck on our 

part,” she said.
Harry Johnson, the president 

of the foundation that built the  

Prince Charles, Camilla get 
royal tour of Washington, DC

Britain’s Prince Charles with Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, center, 
stand on the spot that Rev. Martin Luther King gave his ‘I have a Dream’ 
speech during his tour of the Lincoln Memorial on the national Mall during 
their visit to Washington, Wednesday, March 18, 2015. With them are from 
left to right, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Pulitzer Prize-winning American biog-
rapher, historian, and political commentator, Michael Richard Beschloss an 
American historian, and Karen Cucurullo, left, of the national Park Service. 
AP PHoto/PABLo MARtInEz MonSIvAIS
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CHICAGO - Here’s another 
reason for getting a second 
medical opinion: Biopsy spe-
cialists frequently misdiagnose 
breast tissue, potentially lead-
ing to too-aggressive treatment 
for some women and under-
treatment for others, a study 
suggests.

The results indicate that pa-
thologists are very good at de-
termining when invasive can-
cer is present in breast tissue, 
but less adept at making the 
right diagnosis with less seri-
ous conditions or when biop-
sied tissue is normal.

The study involved 115 U.S. 
pathologists and 240 breast 
biopsy specimens. Their diag-
noses were matched against 
those of three experts. It was an 
experiment and may not reflect 
what happens outside a research 
setting, but the authors say the 
results highlight the challenges 
of accurately interpreting tissue 
under a microscope.

The study was published in 
Tuesday’s Journal of the Amer-
ican Medical Association.

About 1.6 million breast 
biopsies are performed each 
year nationwide, typically af-
ter radiologists spot something 
suspicious on a mammogram. 
Tissue is withdrawn through a 
needle or from a surgically re-

moved growth and examined 
under a microscope. Previous 
research has shown that inter-
preting mammograms can also 
be tricky and lead to under- or 
over-treatment.

Among the new study’s find-
ings:

-Pathologists correctly di-
agnosed abnormal, precancer-
ous cells about half the time, 
no better than a coin toss, said 
lead author Dr. Joann Elmore, 
a University of Washington 
researcher. Treatment for this 
condition typically includes 
frequent monitoring and some-
times medication. About a 
third of these cases were mis-
diagnosed as not worrisome 
or normal, while 17 percent 
were deemed more suspicious 
or cancer. Since as many as 
160,000 U.S. women each year 
are diagnosed with this condi-
tion, the results suggest many 
may be getting inappropriate 
treatment, Elmore said.

-Pathologists mistakenly 
found something suspicious in 
13 percent of normal tissue.

-They had similar trouble 
with a condition called DCIS 
- 13 percent of these cases 
were misdiagnosed as less se-
rious, while three percent were 
mistaken for invasive cancer. 
DCIS involves abnormal cells 
confined to a milk duct and 
is diagnosed in about 60,000 

U.S. women each year. Cases 
have increased because of ris-
ing mammogram use, and it 
can sometimes spread so usual 
treatment is surgery and radia-
tion.

“As a woman, I would prob-
ably want to get a second 
opinion” with a diagnosis of 
abnormal pre-cancer or DCIS, 
Elmore said.

A JAMA editorial notes that 
the study lacks information on 
patient outcomes, so there’s 
no proof that the experts made 
the correct diagnosis. Also, pa-
thologists weren’t allowed to 
consult with colleagues when 
they were uncertain about 
findings - while in the real 
world those consultations hap-
pen frequently, said editorial 
co-author Dr. David Rimm, 
a Yale University pathology 
professor who also interprets 
biopsies.

Still, he said the results are 
troubling and highlight that 
pathology is an imperfect sci-
ence. Rimm said he has been 
asked to offer a second opin-
ion, and that patients make 
those requests though their 
primary care physicians.

The editorial said the results 
“should be a call to action for 
pathologists and breast cancer 
scientists” to improve and re-
fine definitions of breast tissue 
abnormalities.

WASHINGTON - Bipartisan 
House leaders are working on a 
$213 billion plan to permanently 
change how doctors are paid for 
treating Medicare patients, a cost-
ly problem that’s vexed Congress 
for years, a document circulating 
among lawmakers showed Tues-
day.

Many of the tentative plan’s 
details had already been disclosed 
by lobbyists, legislators and con-
gressional aides. Some particulars 
were new, such as setting a 2020 
starting point for higher out-of-
pocket expenses for people buy-
ing new Medigap policies, which 
cover costs not insured by Medi-
care.

Lobbyists and aides have said 
negotiators discussed requiring 
Medigap beneficiaries to pay $250 
out of pocket, which proponents 
say would discourage people from 
unneeded medical expenses.

Around $140 billion of the pro-

posal’s 10-year costs would be 
financed by adding to federal defi-
cits, the paper said. That has led to 
criticism by some conservatives 
reluctant to drive up federal red 
ink that has fallen significantly in 
recent years.

Of the roughly $70 billion re-
maining, around half would be 
paid for by boosting some benefi-
ciaries’ costs. That would include 
the higher Medigap costs and rais-
ing premiums that people earn-
ing over $133,000 yearly pay for 
Medicare doctors and drugs.

AARP, the politically potent 
organization representing seniors, 
warned Tuesday that the emerging 
deal “is not a fair deal for Amer-
ica’s more than 50 million Medi-
care beneficiaries.” The group 
has generally supported efforts to 
permanently rewrite the law for 
reimbursing doctors because phy-
sicians have threatened to treat 
fewer Medicare patients because 
of the constantly threatened cuts.

Because seniors vote in dis-

proportionately large numbers, 
criticism by AARP could make 
it harder for some lawmakers to 
support the package.

The remaining $35 billion in 
savings would come from Medi-
care providers and hospitals, 
though the document provides 
no details about that. Lobbyists 
have said nursing home would be 
among the targets for added costs.

In what appears to be a budget 
gimmick, the document said a 
shift would be made in the pay-
ments that Medicare makes to 
Medicare Advantage programs, 
private plans that some seniors 
choose instead of traditional 
Medicare.

Medicare makes such payments 
monthly. In the past, congressio-
nal budget writers have claimed 
savings by delaying payments by 
enough days to shift them into a 
new fiscal year, falling outside the 
10-year window that is officially 
used to determine the cost of leg-
islation.

Under a 1997 law, Medicare 
payments to doctors are sched-
uled to drop by 21 percent on 
April 1. Congress has repeatedly 
headed off similar cuts for more 
than a decade, and past efforts to 
permanently change the formula 
have foundered, usually over dis-
agreements about how to pay the 
expenses.

Aides to House Speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, and Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
have been working behind closed 
doors on the agreement, which 
aides, lawmakers and lobbyists 
have said could change as party 
leaders seek votes.

Numerous congressional aides 
and lobbyists have said the pack-
age would total $200 billion or 
slightly more over a decade. But 
while one aide confirmed the doc-
ument’s $213 billion figure Tues-
day afternoon, another said later 
that it was not right.

Lawmakers and aides said a 
House vote is unlikely until at 

least next week. Prospects in the 
Senate, which has largely been a 
bystander in this process, are un-
clear.

Congress is slated to leave town 
for a spring break in late March. 
A stopgap measure to temporarily 
forestall the Medicare payments 
cuts remains possible.

The agreement would also pro-
vide extra funding for a popular 
program that provides health care 
for around eight million low-
income children a year but runs 
out of money Oct. 1. The docu-
ment does not specify how much 
extra money the agreement would 
contain for the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program.

Lobbyists and others have 
said the deal would extend the 
program’s funding for two more 
years, though many Democrats 
say they want a four-year exten-
sion.

Under the potential agreement, 
the existing formula that has 
been forcing those cuts would be 

erased. A new system would give 
doctors an annual 0.5 percent pay-
ment increase for the first five 
years, followed by steps aimed 
at giving physicians incentives to 
charge patients based on the qual-
ity of their care, not the number of 
services they provide.

Those incentives would include 
five percent bonuses for doctors 
who move their billing systems 
away from fee-for-service, which 
bills patients for the treatments 
they receive.

Those changes largely follow a 
bipartisan bill written in 2014 that 
failed after lawmakers could not 
agree on how to pay for it.

The deal would also make per-
manent the Qualifying Individual 
program, which helps some low-
income seniors pay Medicare pre-
miums for doctors, the paper says.

A host of programs that Con-
gress typically renews temporar-
ily, such as aid for community 
hospitals, would be extended for 
two more years.

NEW YORK - Four more Ameri-
can aid workers arrived back in the 
United States on Tuesday from West 
Africa to be monitored for Ebola, 
health officials said.

The latest arrivals bring to 15 the 
number of aid workers who have 
returned from Sierra Leone since 
Friday. None of them have been 
diagnosed with Ebola, but they will 
be isolated and monitored during 
the next three weeks for signs of the 
disease.

Officials have released few de-
tails, citing patient privacy. But 
all are connected to - or had direct 
physical contact with - another 
American who came down with Eb-
ola last week in Africa. The uniden-
tified man is in critical condition at a 
National Institutes of Health hospi-
tal in Bethesda, Maryland.

The other aid workers are stay-
ing near the Maryland hospital or 
hospitals in Atlanta and Omaha with 
special isolation units - in case they 
become sick, according to officials 
with the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

The sick American works with 
Partners in Health, a Boston-based 
international aid organization that 
has been treating patients in Libe-
ria and Sierra Leone since Novem-
ber. Organization officials did not 
respond to calls and emails from 
The Associated Press on Monday 
or Tuesday. In a statement Tuesday, 
co-founder Dr. Paul Farmer said the 
group is working with the CDC and 
others to investigate how the man 
was infected. The Ebola virus is 
spread through contact with a sick 

patient’s blood or bodily fluids.
The World Health Organization 

estimates the virus has killed more 
than 10,000 people, mostly in Guin-
ea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. While 
deaths have slowed dramatically 
in recent months, the virus appears 
stubbornly entrenched in parts of 
Guinea and Sierra Leone.

Since last summer, several U.S. 
aid workers have gotten Ebola and 
have been flown back to the U.S. for 
care. A few other individuals have 
returned for monitoring; none got 
sick.

The aid workers who have re-
turned since Friday are by far the 
largest group. And more may be 
on their way later this week, CDC 
spokeswoman Kathy Harben said 
Tuesday.

The sick American worker was 
working at a government hospital 

in Port Loko in western Sierra Le-
one. But medical superintendent 
Dr. Peter George said the hospi-
tal hasn’t had any Ebola cases for 
quite some time. He said it’s likely 
the man also worked at a nearby 
Ebola treatment center, which 
George also manages. George 
said a Partners in Health colleague 
told him the American passed out 
while at the hospital.

“At that time, nobody knew it 
was Ebola, so they assisted him,” 
he said.

Everyone who was working on 
the ward with the man is now be-
ing monitored, George said. He 
said that many of the foreigners 
working in Port Loko, including 
some of the Americans, live at the 
same tent camp. He did not know 
if the sick health worker was living 
there.

By Mike Stobbe 
AP Medical Writer

By Lindsey Tanner 
AP Medical Writer

By Alan Fram and Andrew Taylor 
Associated Press

Breast biopsy 
accuracy is questioned 
in experimental study

House leaders work on $213b plan on doc medicare payments

Four more aid workers flown 
back to U.S. for Ebola monitoring

FILE - In this Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2014 file photo, a child stands near a 
sign advising of a quarantined home in an effort to combat the spread of 
the Ebola virus in Port Loko, Sierra Leone. On Tuesday, March 17, 2015, 
health officials said four more medical aid workers have been flown from 
West Africa to the United States, for monitoring for Ebola. The latest arriv-
als bring to 16 the number of aid workers evacuated in the last week from 
Sierra Leone. AP PHOTO/MIcHAEL DUFF, FILE



www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 7marcH 19 - 25, 2015

NATIONAL
prince charles
Continued from page 5

lynch
Continued from page 5

King memorial, said he gave 
the royal couple a stone from 
the memorial’s granite as a 
gift.

The royal couple also visited 
the Lincoln Memorial, where 
they were greeted by histori-
ans Michael Beschloss and the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning Doris 
Kearns Goodwin, author of 
“Team of Rivals: The Political 
Genius of Abraham Lincoln.”

At George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon estate, Charles 
and Camilla toured the iconic 
mansion overlooking the Po-
tomac, stopping outside on the 

veranda to appreciate the view.
Charles later toured the 

working farm on the estate, 
viewing a demonstration of a 
specially designed threshing 
barn by Washington and pat-
ting the horn of an ox named 
Jed.

“You’ve got to watch these,” 
Charles quipped, referring to 
the horns.

Kitty Morgan of Mount Ver-
non brought her two sons to 
the estate and was one of hun-
dreds who lined up to catch 
a glimpse of the couple. The 
boys were rewarded with the 

chance to shake Camilla’s 
hand.

Originally from Britain, 
Morgan said she “decided my 
boys, being British, needed to 
see their future sovereign.”

She said they never would 
have been able to get so close 
to the royal couple in England 
because the crowds would 
have been overwhelming.

The couple also visited the 
National Archives, which 
holds the U.S. Constitution, 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and a copy of the Eng-
lish Magna Carta.

ther.
A test vote is set for Tuesday 

on the trafficking bill, and looks 
certain to fall short of the 60 
votes needed. Aides in both par-
ties, however, suggested that the 
vote could set the stage for some 
kind of deal to be reached, per-
haps tweaking the abortion lan-
guage in a way senators of both 
parties could agree to.

It’s not clear whether that 
could happen quickly enough to 
allow for a vote on Lynch this 
week. If not, she might have to 
wait until April, because next 
week will be consumed with 
votes on the budget and Con-
gress then recesses for two 
weeks.

Despite the delays, senators 
of both parties remain confident 
she will be confirmed in the end, 
though perhaps with a bare min-
imum of support.

For now, the delay on her con-
firmation, along with the spat 
over the trafficking bill, was 
providing plenty of fodder for 
partisan bickering.

Senate Minority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev., echoed the White 
House in challenging McCon-
nell’s integrity, claiming that 
McConnell “gave his word” 
that Lynch’s confirmation would 
take place through the normal 
legislative process and that her 
nomination would be consid-
ered this week. “Now he’s hedg-
ing on that,” Reid said on the 
Senate floor.

Likely Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Hillary Rodham 
Clinton added her voice, too, 
accusing congressional Re-
publicans of a “trifecta against 
women” by holding up Lynch, 
“playing politics with traffick-
ing victims” and “threatening 
women’s health and rights.”

Republicans hit back, blam-
ing Democrats for turning a 
bipartisan piece of legislation 
into a partisan meltdown with 
unfounded complaints about 
the GOP slipping in abortion 
language that Republicans con-
tend Democrats knew about all 
along.

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
argued that Democrats were 
raising objections in part to 
make the newly Republican-
led Senate look “dysfunctional” 
and called on Democrats to join 
Republicans on Tuesday’s vote 
to move ahead on the bill. The 
GOP would need support from 
six Democrats.

“We need six Democrats who 
are willing to break away from 
the tyranny of their party’s own 
leadership here in the Senate and 
do what they know is the right 
thing,” Cornyn said on the Sen-
ate floor. “I hope they’ll think 
long and hard before saying ‘no’ 
to the abused children and the 
victims of human trafficking.”

Although the White House 
frequently threatens to veto 
pending bills unpalatable to 
Obama, Earnest wouldn’t say 
whether Obama would sign the 
bill with the abortion language 
included. He suggested the issue 
is moot because Republicans 
don’t have enough support to 
pass it.

WASHINGTON - Despite 
high-profile concern over is-
sues underscored by the ra-
cial unrest in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, African Americans and 
Hispanics are faring well in 
certain areas, including better 
health care and reductions in 
violent crime, the latest State 
of Black America report from 
the National Urban League 
says.

The National Urban League 
derives its numbers from an 
“equality index” that is based 
on nationally collected data 
from federal agencies includ-
ing the Census Bureau, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
National Center for Education 
Statistics and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

With full equality with 
whites in economics, health, 
education, social justice and 
civic engagement set at 100 
percent, the National Urban 
League said this year’s equal-
ity index for blacks stands at 
72.2 percent, an improvement 
over a revised index of 71.5 
percent from last year. The 
equality index for Hispan-
ics improved to 77.7 percent, 
compared with 75.8 percent 
last year.

The Urban League will re-
lease the full report on Thurs-
day.

The greatest increases for 
blacks came in health care 
and social justice, the Urban 
League said. Improved health 
care - to 79.8 percent from 
78.2 percent - resulted from 

increased health insurance 
coverage since the passage of 
the national health care law 
and a decrease in binge drink-
ing by blacks.

An improvement in social 
justice - to 60.6 percent from 
56.9 percent - is credited to 
fewer blacks becoming vic-
tims of violent crimes. In 
addition, the Urban League 
said there were fewer black 
high school students carrying 
weapons compared with white 
high school students.

The Urban League consid-
ered a number of areas to tally 
its social justice score, includ-
ing homicide rates, average 
prison sentences, arrest rates, 
hate crime rates and the num-
ber of youth carrying weap-
ons.

Relations between police 
and minorities have been un-
der scrutiny since Michael 
Brown, who was black and 
unarmed, was killed in Fer-
guson, Missouri, by Darren 
Wilson, a white police officer. 
A grand jury declined to in-
dict Wilson in November, and 
the U.S. Justice Department 
cleared Wilson of civil rights 
charges in a report released 
March 4. Wilson resigned 
from the department in No-
vember.

A separate Justice Depart-
ment report found widespread 
racial bias in the city’s polic-
ing and in a municipal court 
system driven by profit ex-
tracted from mostly black and 
low-income residents.

“These challenges that we 
face in the justice area should 
be a call to action, a call for 

us to reform and fix and build 
and strengthen the relationship 
between police and communi-
ties,” National Urban League 
President Marc Morial said.

Areas with decreases for 
African Americans were edu-
cation - to 76.1 percent from 
last year’s 76.7 percent - and 
civic involvement - 104 per-
cent from last year’s 104.7 
percent. Civic involvement 
also declined for Hispanics to 
71 percent this year from 71.2 
last year, the only area among 
Hispanics that decreased.

The highest increases for 
Hispanics were also in health 
care and social justice, the 
report said. A lower incar-
ceration rate and fewer high 
school students carrying 
weapons contributed to the 
social justice increase for His-
panics - from 66.1 percent to 
72.7 percent - while a lower 
death rate and better health 
care coverage under the na-
tion’s health care law contrib-
uted to an increase to 106.9 
percent from last year’s 102.4 
percent.

Improvements in social jus-
tice for blacks came despite 
highly publicized incidents 
between police and African 
American men last year, in-
cluding the deaths of Brown 
in Ferguson and Eric Garner 
in New York. Morial said that 
blacks and Hispanics are suf-
fering through a “justice, jobs 
and education” crisis that 
needs to be addressed.

“If you solve one, you’re 
going to help move in the di-
rection of solving the other,” 
Morial said.

Report: Blacks, Hispanics 
doing better but still lag whites
By Jesse J. Holland 
Associated Press



New Orleans Saints wide re-
ceiver Michael Lewis helped 
Forest Hill High School kick off 
their “Fuel Up to Play 60” ep 
rally Friday, February 13, 2015. 
Forest Hill received a grant in 
the amount of $4,000 from Fuel 
Up to Play for their healthy 
food initiatives. The grant will 
be used to purchase healthy on-

the-go breakfast items for stu-
dents during state testing time 
and for late arrivals.

The pep rally included a 
speed walk relay and two-min-
ute push-up and two-minute 
jump rope contests.

Fuel Up to Play 60 is an in-
school nutrition and physical 
activity program launched by 
the National Football League 

and the National Dairy Council, 
which was founded by Ameri-
ca’s dairy farmers, in collabora-
tion with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture.

Fuel Up to Play 60 is de-
signed to engage and empower 
youth to take action for their 
own health by implementing 
long-term, positive changes for 
themselves and their schools.

In celebration of Black His-
tory Month, Brown Elementa-
ry School held a read-in with 
Ilyasah Shabazz, the daughter 
of civil rights icon Malcolm 
X. Shabazz read excerpts 
from her book “Malcolm 
Little: The Boy Who Grew 
Up to Become Malcolm X.” 
Shabazz, who was two years 
old when her father was assas-

sinated, is now a community 
organizer, activist and moti-
vational speaker.

Students in pre-K through 
fifth grades learned more 
about civil rights leader Ma-
colm X and asked questions 
of Shabazz about her child-
hood. Top readers in each 
grade were also given an au-
tographed copy of “Malcolm 
Little: The Boy Who Grew Up 

to Become Malcolm X.”
Shabazz is the founder of 

Malcolm X Enterprises and 
a trustee of The Malcolm X 
and Dr. Betty Shabazz Memo-
rial and Educational Center in 
New York City.

Shabazz is also the author 
of “Growing Up X” and co-
editor of the book “The Diary 
of Malcolm X” with journalist 
and author Herb Boyd.

Cadet COL Gregory Wilson, a 
senior at Murrah High School is 
the Jackson Public Schools JROTC 
Cadet of the Year for 2015. While 
maintaining a 3.8 grade point aver-
age, Cadet Wilson has held several 
key leadership positions in the Bat-
talion throughout his high school 
tenure. Cadet Wilson is a proud 
member of the National Honor So-

ciety and National Junior Classical 
League. He recently attended the 
American Legion Boys State where 
he was elected state treasurer.

Wilson has also been actively in-
volved in a variety of community 
service projects including Stewpot 
Summer Enrichment and Stop Hun-
ger Now. Currently, he serves as the 
Cadet Battalion Commander for the 
“Mustang” Battalion. Cadet Wilson 

has been accepted to several colleg-
es including the prestigious Univer-
sity of Mississippi Honors College. 
After graduating from Murrah with 
honors, Cadet Wilson will attend the 
University of Mississippi. He plans 
to attend medical school at an Army 
residency program. His vision is to 
become a pathologist for the United 
States Army.

The JPS Cadet of the Year is pro-

moted to the highest cadet rank of 
Cadet Colonel, which is symbolized 
by the pinning of three silver, dia-
mond-shaped discs on each shoul-
der. The Cadet of the Year is also 
assigned to the position of Cadet 
Brigade Commander, the highest-
ranking cadet position within JPS 
JROTC.

Cadet Wilson achieved this honor 
through a district-wide competition 

among the top cadets from each of 
the seven JPS high schools.

The 2015 JPS JROTC school-
level Cadets of the Year are:

C/LTC Erin Coverson, Lanier
C/COL Gregory Wilson, Murrah
C/LTC Allen Cooper, Wingfield
C/LTC Raven Lowe, Callaway
C/COL Dominique Wolfe, Forest 

Hill
C/MAJ Roshondra Edwards, 

Provine
C/LTC Mya Brown, Jim Hill
One of JROTC’s ‘Wildly Impor-

tant Goals’ is to strengthen relation-
ships and provide more structure 
to JROTC involvement with stu-
dents in JPS middle and elementary 
schools through the adopt-a-school 
program. Throughout the school 
year, JROTC cadets worked dili-
gently in selected schools.

Forest Hill High School 
receives grant for school–
wide healthy food initiatives

Brown Elementary students 
meet daughter of Malcolm 
X, Ilyasah Shabazz

JPS JROTC announces the 2015 JROTC Cadet of the Year

Participating in the check presentation to Forest Hill are (from left) New Orleans Saint Michael Lewis; Stephaine 
Yow, Southeast United Dairy Industry Assoc.; Kelli Nichols, Forest Hill coach and teacher; Principal Kimberley 
Warfield; and Dominique Williams, Miss. Dept. of Health.

Brown Elementary School hosted a read-in by Ilyasah Shabazz (top center), the daughter of civil rights icon 
Malcolm X in February in honor of Black History Month.
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New Stage Theatre pre-
sented an in-school per-
formance of “Walk Don’t 
Ride!” at Wingfield High 

School, as part of the New 
Stage Theatre Arts-in-Ed-
ucation statewide touring 
program.

Held during Black Histo-

ry Month, the program was 
presented to 75 students in 
grades 9 through 12.

The tour was sponsored 
by Entergy.

Wingfield students celebrate 
Black History with new stage 
tribute to Civil Rights Movement
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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C/COL Gregory Wilson, Jackson Public Schools 2015 Cadet of the Year

(From left) C/LTC Erin Coverson, Lanier High School; C/COL Gregory Wilson, Murrah High School; C/LTC Allen Cooper, Wingfield High School; C/LTC 
Raven Lowe, Callaway High School; C/LTC Dominique Wolfe, Forest Hill High School; C/LTC Roshondra Edwards, Provine High School; and C/LTC Mya 
Brown, Jim Hill High School.
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The Jackson-Tougaloo 
Alumni Chapter (JTAC) of 
the Tougaloo College Alumni 
Association presents “A Day 
at the Museum: In Benefit of 
the Tougaloo College Schol-
arship Fund” at Smith Rob-
ertson Museum & Cultural 
Museum from 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. on Saturday, March 28, 
2015.

A Day at the Museum 
includes a silent auction, 
museum viewing, award 
presentations, scholarship 
presentations and a standing 
reception featuring live musi-
cal entertainment.

The silent auction and 
museum viewing will take 
place from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
The formal program begins 
at 11 a.m., during which the 
Jackson Tougaloo Alumni 
Chapter (JTAC) will present 
the Jackson Shining Stars 
Awards and the Tougaloo 
Soaring Eagle Awards. 

WLBT news reporter An-
nette Peagler will host this 
event.

The 2015 Jackson Shining 
Stars are Ward 2 Jackson City 
Council Vice-President Mel-
vin Priester Jr., City of Jack-
son Police Chief Lee Vance 
and WJTV anchorwoman 

Erin Pickens.
The Tougaloo Soaring Ea-

gle Award honorees are Doris 
Griffith Bridgeman, Stephen 
Gavin, Sonya Daniels Jenkins 
and Lannie Span McBride.

Scholarships will be pre-
sented to current and in-
coming Tougaloo College 
students for the 2015-2016 
academic school year.

The reception will feature 
live musical entertainment 
from Cedric Eubanks of the 
Southern Komfort Brass 
Band.

If you are interested in be-
coming a sponsor or purchas-
ing an ad for this event, please 

contact Dexter Robinson at 
601.668.9646. For more in-
formation or to purchase tick-
ets, visit www.jtacweb.org.

General admission for this 
event is $25. Student admis-
sion is $12.

JTAC is one of the oldest 
alumni chapters and perma-
nent supporters of Tougaloo 
College. The purpose of the 
organization is to promote the 
mission, interests, and ideas 
of Tougaloo College. This 
is achieved by: encouraging 
Alumni to raise funds and 
make contributions annu-
ally to the Tougaloo College 
Annual Giving and Scholar-

ship Fund; motivating and 
recruiting perspective stu-
dents to matriculate at Tou-
galoo College; enhancing 
the growth and development 
of its members socially and 
professionally; providing a 
forum for promoting good 
human relations within the 
organizations; assisting 

Tougaloo College in con-
tinuing its reputation of aca-
demic excellence through 
programs designed to enrich 
educational opportunities 
for its students; and sup-
porting Tougaloo College 
Pre-Alumni, UNCF, and 
emergency needs of general 
students.

Shelia Granger-Malone, a 
Lifelong Learning student at 
Jackson State University, is 
showing her art work at the 
Mississippi Arts Center.

The exhibit that runs 
through April 30 at the Cen-
ter, 201 E. Pascagoula St. in 
downtown Jackson, is titled 
“Pages from Diaries,” and 
includes mosaics, mixed me-
dia, and drawings.

It is presented by the Great-
er Jackson Arts Council.

Malone said that she has 
been sketch artist and por-
trait painter since childhood.

She attended Jackson State 
University and studied art in 
1986, she said, but a military 
career and family duties pre-
vented her graduation.

Malone, 47, said that she 
finally realized a couple of 
years ago that she had “unfin-
ished business” and started 
back in the Lifelong Learn-

ing school. She will graduate 
in May, she said.

But, she added: “I plan to 
be around for a while!”

She is applying for the 
masters program in public 
policy.

The School of Lifelong 
Learning in the College of 
Education and Human De-
velopment is dedicated to 

providing quality education 
to adults. 

Located in the E.E. Thrash 
Universities Center, 3825 
Ridgewood Road in Jackson, 
the school has classroom fa-
cilities for both graduate and 
undergraduate students.

For more information, see: 
http://www.jsums.edu/life-
learning/

Alcorn State University 
alumnus Woodrow Price con-
tinues to make strides in the 
field of education.

Price was recently awarded 
The Mississippi Association 
of Educators (MAE) Mem-
ber of the Year Award Fri-
day, March 6 at the 39th An-
nual Human & Civil Rights 
Awards Banquet at the Mar-
riott Hotel in Jackson, Miss. 
The occasion was a MAE 
event.

The Mississippi Education 
Association, along with the 
Mississippi Teachers Associ-
ation, has achieved hundreds 
of accomplishments for pub-
lic education and the profes-
sion of teaching in Missis-
sippi. MAE has been at the 
cutting edge of productive 
accomplishments for educa-
tors and public education in 
Mississippi since 1878.

Price, a Wilkinson County, 

Miss. native, became a mem-
ber of MAE while attending 
Alcorn State University. He 
has served as a co-trainer of 
the local association presi-
dents at MAE’s Summer 
Leadership Conference, 
membership chair for Clai-
borne County Parent Teach-
ers Association, chair of the 
5th Grade at A. W. Watson 
Elementary School in Port 
Gibson, Miss. and member of 
the Leadership Team.

Price, who graduated from 
Alcorn in 2007, was over-
joyed with MAE’s recogni-
tion of his commitment to 
education.

“I am excited, and hum-
bled, to have been selected as 
MAE’s member of the year,” 
said Price.

Price said the award is a tes-
tament to the amazing things 
that occurs in lesser known 
school districts. The award, 
according to Price, will also 

inspire him to accelerate into 
the next level of his career.

“This award will help me 
strive for greatness. Com-
ing from a small district in 
Claiborne County, a lot of 
the great things that happen 
here often go unnoticed. This 
award will help shed light on 
some great things going on 
here and in other small school 
districts.”

A Day at the Museum
In Benefit of the Tougaloo College Scholarship Fund
The Mississippi Link Newswire

JSU ‘Lifelong Learning’ 
student featured in 
Jackson art exhibit

Woodrow Price receives 
Mississippi Association 
of Educators Member of 
the Year Award

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Granger-Malone

Senators are sending a 
$2.5 billion K-12 education 
budget to Gov. Phil Bryant 
for the upcoming year.

It’s an unusual move that 
means senators won’t engage 
in late-session negotiations 
with House members over a 
bill that makes up more than 
40 percent of state spending.

“I’m proud to say class-
rooms across Mississippi 
will receive more money 
this year than ever before 

in the history of our state,” 
Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves said in 
a statement. “Republicans 
have made increased edu-
cation funding, focused on 
putting more money in the 
classroom, a priority.”

The measure increases 
funding for K-12 schools 
by $106 million, but leaves 
the state’s education funding 
formula $211 million short 
of what it demands.

Supporters of more educa-
tion money reacted angrily 

to the Senate’s move, in part 
because lawmakers may 
soon increase the overall es-
timate of money projected 
to be available during fiscal 
2016.

Senators rejected a pro-
posal by Democratic Sen. 
Hob Bryan of Amory to 
add $25 million to educa-
tion, which would have also 
forced a House-Senate con-
ference.

Bryant said he’ll sign the 
bill.

Senate’s $2.5 billion 
education funding bill 
heads to Phil Bryant’s desk

 The Associated Press

In this file photo, Gov. Phil Bryant visits the House chambers in the Mississippi Capitol. A $2.5 billion educa-
tion funding bill is heading to his desk and Bryant says he will sign it. RoGelIo V. SolIS/THe ASSoCIATed PReSS

House Representative Cecil 
Brown and Woodrow Price



I expressed in 
week one that 
as we celebrate 
Women’s His-
tory Month, I 
want to highlight 
strong women 

who have helped to mold this 
nation, its people, and our fu-
ture.

I decided that this week, I 
would not provide you with the 
name of one or a few outstand-
ing African American women, 
but that I will pay tribute to 
the acts of so many who have 
come before us.

Now, let me set this up. 
Recently, my husband and I 
decided that we’d watch “12 
Years A Slave.” As the movie 
begins, the slaves are in a sugar 
cane field learning the proper 
way to cut the product. As my 
husband and I watched this 
scene, I blurted, “I remember 
my grandparents doing that. I 
think my grandmother was the 
best.”

My husband responded, “Re-
ally?” I then reminded him that 
was because my grandparents 
were born in the 1890s and 
early 1900s, and were unable 
to secure what was consid-
ered untraditional employment 
work for blacks of that era 
(educators, businessmen/wom-
en) they continued to work in 
the fields. I told him that I’d 
learned that black women were 
more valuable in the fields than 
men (outside of plowing the 
fields) because men were used 
for the heavier labor, i.e., chop-
ping wood, construction, etc.

Now, my point for the day 
- while both genders of their 
generation, and those before 
them, were expected to work 
the fields, the women were ex-
pected to be as equally produc-
tive as the men.

I can remember visiting 
my maternal grandparents in 
Grace, Miss. My grandmother 
was always busy doing some-
thing. I wasn’t aware of crop 
seasons but I can remember 
my grandmother taking “this 
big knife” and whacking off 
the leaves” of a sugar cane. To 
me it looked as if she’d later 
whack the stalk into pieces 
(pre cutting boards - or so I 
thought). She would then cut it 
into pieces and give each of us 
a portion to suck, chew, what-
ever we could do with it. We 
thought this was just magical 
because at our house in Clarks-
dale, we bought sugar, gum, 
sweeteners, etc.

It was really a pleasure to be 
in an environment where we 
could see things being made 
from scratch but little did we 
know at that time, that African 
Americans once lost their lives 

because they didn’t cut or chop 
properly, or at a desired speed. 
Even my grandparents’ gen-
eration (post-Civil War) was 
relegated to disgraceful treat-
ments based on what was/was 
not produced. Something as 
simple as improperly “whack-
ing” a sugar cane could bring 
some form of punishment to 
the household and here we 
thought it was just an art form 
of their era.

I know that I’m putting a lot 
of significance on my grand-
mother and sugar cane, but 
I decided to use that as my 
point of emphasis because I 
want everyone within reading 
distance to understand - for as 
long as there have been wom-
en, there have helpmates, who 
oftentimes bears the heaviest 
burden. Because of the disre-
spect that was bestowed upon 
women for centuries, the role 
of a female (period) was dimin-
ished to little or nothing; but if 
not for women, a man could 
not function. To be honest, men 
simply would not be - because 
it is women who deliver chil-
dren into the world.

Yes, my point is so much big-
ger than sugar cane, my point is 
- because of the strong women 
who have come before us - we 
all should be more knowledge-
able, as well as appreciative 
about their pasts and thanking 
God for the future that they 
helped to prepare for us. Their 
strength has propelled us to go 
so much farther than the fields. 
It has prepared us to be leaders, 
teachers, and most importantly 
dedicated to God.

A “Thank You” from me is 
extended to the women of all 
generations for being a force 
that has helped to keep all 
mankind strong. Thank you for 
just being! Thank you, God, 
for allowing us to learn and 
know that women are strong, 
capable, and courageous and 
we are devoted to sharing what 
you have taught us with others.

Remember the verse that 
I often share with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your place of 
worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Proverbs, the ultimate life coach 

Pastor’s book considered a love story

In this week’s 
discussion of 
“Proverbs, the ul-
timate life coach,” 
we will review 
“Contentment.”

In the first set 
of articles of this series, we cov-
ered some of the Proverbs of Solo-
mon between chapters 1 and 24. 
Not long ago, we dealt with some 
of the Proverbs of Solomon that 
were collected by King Hezekiah’s 
men in Proverbs 25, today as we 
move near the end of the Book of 
Proverbs we will look at one of 
the Proverbs of Agur in Proverbs 
chapter 30. Then we will go back 
to one of Solomon’s Proverbs in 
chapter 23.

The Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary 
said the name Agur was an imagi-
nary name for Solomon. However, 
this could not be Solomon because 
Proverbs 30:1 says that Agur’s 
father was name Jakeh, but Solo-
mon’s father was David. The name 
Agur means “gatherer or collec-
tor.” Agur collected the sayings of 
wisdom recorded in Proverbs 30. 
These sayings are words of wisdom 
that can help us live better lives.

We have covered many life-
coaching issues in the Book of 
Proverbs thus far and as I men-
tioned earlier, today we will deal 
with the issue of contentment. 
Throughout this series, we have 
said that life coaches help their 
clients live more happier and satis-
fying lives. The word of God defi-
nitely instructs us on how to live a 
contented life. As we delve into the 
subject of contentment, let’s go to 
our first point.

1) Just can’t get enough
Proverbs 30:15a, “The horse-

leach has two daughters crying 
‘give, give.’”

A horse-leach is a blood sucker 
that is never satisfied. People who 
are not content sometimes drain the 
people around them. Notice this 
verse comes after verse 14, which 
speaks of those who take advantage 
of poor people. Proverbs 30:14, 
“There is a generation whose teeth 
are like swords, and their jaw teeth 

like knives, to devour the poor 
from off the earth, and the needy 
from among men.”

Michael Jordon, who was 
named a billionaire a few months 
ago, took some heat from the me-
dia some years ago when his gym 
shoes were said to be produced by 
poor people in poor countries in 
sweat shops. I love Michael Jordon 
and I hope that this was not true, 
but I think it’s a crime and a shame 
how the poor people are exploited 
in the world, but one day God is 
going to get even with those who 
abuse the underprivileged.

Verse 15a says the daughters 
of the leach cries give, give. The 
Hebrew word for give (yahab) in 
this verse which means to take. So 
when it says give, it means give me 
more, more just like a horse-leach 
that is never satisfied.

There are many interpretations 
of verse 15, but most Bible scholars 
agree that: “There are persons so 
excessively covetous and greedy, 
that they will barely let any live 
but themselves; and when they lay 
hold of anything by which they can 
profit, they never let go until they 
have taken the last portion of good 
from it.”

Adam Clarke’s Commentary 
said “The horseleech is covetous-
ness, and her two daughters are 
greed and ambition. They never 
say it is enough; they are never sat-
isfied; they are never contented.” 
Some folk just can’t get enough.

Philip Parham tells the story of a 
rich industrialist who was disturbed 
to find a fisherman sitting lazily be-
side his boat. “Why aren’t you out 
there fishing?” he asked. “Because 
I’ve caught enough fish for today,” 
said the fisherman. “Why don’t you 
catch more fish than you need?’ the 
rich man asked. “What would I do 
with them?” “You could earn more 
money,” responded the rich man, 
“and buy a better boat so you could 
go deeper and catch more fish. 
You could purchase nylon nets, 
catch even more fish, and make 
more money. Soon you’d have a 
fleet of boats and be rich like me.” 
The fisherman asked, “Then what 
would I do?” “You could sit down 
and enjoy life,” said the rich man. 

“But that’s what I’m doing now” 
the fisherman replied as he looked 
placidly out to sea.

2) A lack of self-control can 
stem from discontentment

Proverbs 23:1-2, “When you sit 
down to eat with a ruler, look care-
fully at what is before you; and put 
a knife to your throat, if you love 
to eat.” When you are at the table 
of highly influential people do not 
eat as if you do not have any food 
at your house. These verses suggest 
that we be in control of ourselves. 
One who is out of control is proba-
bly not content. They act unbecom-
ingly because they are not content.

Dennis Rodman tattooed him-
self, put earrings in his nose and 
ears, colored his hair and acted 
wild, but when he sits down and 
opens up to you, he starts crying 
like a baby because inside he is not 
truly content. He is decorated out-
wardly because he does not like the 
way he feels on the inside. When 
most young people dress, they do 
it to get attention. In some cases 
when people try to draw attention 
to themselves it shows that they 
may not be content on the inside. 
When I see some of the young peo-
ple trying so hard to look a certain 
way on the outside it usually sig-
nals that they are not content on the 
inside. They use what they have on, 
on the outside as a mask to cover up 
the discontent on the inside. Think 
about it, when one is truly content 
Wal-Mart jeans wear just as good 
as Tommy Hilfiger Jeans.

3) You are not in the club and 
you may never be (Proverbs 
23:3)

Proverbs 23:3 “Have no desire 
for his delicate food, for it is the 
bread of deceit.” Here is what this 
verse is saying: One scholar said, 
“When the rich invites who they 
think are inferior to their tables, it 
is not because they love them and 
want to be around them, but they 
have secret purpose.”

By the way, some rich people 
are not content either and they hide 
behind their wealth to try to cover 
up their discontentment. Some rich 
people have been seduced by the 
deceits of wealth and have mea-
sured themselves or the self-worth 

based on their wealth and because 
their self-worth is based on their 
abundance of money, which most 
of us do not have, we will never be 
on their level in their minds. Since 
you are not in the club of the elite 
and you may never be, you may as 
well learn to be content where you 
are. 

Philippians 4:11 says, “Not that I 
speak according to need, for I have 
learned to be content in whatever 
state I am.” The Living Bible says, 
“Not that I was ever in need, for I 
have learned how to get along hap-
pily whether I have much or little.” 
Content in the Greek literally ex-
presses being independent of oth-
ers, and having sufficiency in one’s 
self. For Christians, it is being de-
pendent upon Christ, which makes 
us independent of people. That no 
matter what situation he was in be-
cause he was also in Christ he was 
content because Christ was his all 
and all.  

But this is a process. Notice Paul 
said I have learned which implies it 
is something he had to work on in 
order to reach that point. You can’t 
be content just by saying I am con-
tent. Hebrews 5:8 says, “Though 
being a Son, yet He learned obedi-
ence by the things which He suf-
fered.” Just as obedience is learned 
through suffering, likewise con-
tentment is learned through suffer-
ing. You cannot learn to be content 
if everything always goes right for 
you. 

Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 
of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. Residents 
of Madison, he and wife, Minister 
Yolanda; are the proud parents 
of three daughters. He received 
degrees from Criswell College in 
Dallas; Southern Methodist Uni-
versity - Perkins School of Theolo-
gy; and a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Seminary. A 
pastor for 23 years, Collier serves 
as a volunteer chaplain for various 
law enforcement agencies in the 
metro area and for the Mississippi 
Governor’s Mansion. He may be 
reached by calling 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail karab5@
live.com.

Fountain of Love, writ-
ten by Rev. Leon Collier, the 
pastor of Makarios Worship 
Center in Madison, is the lat-
est book to the join the col-
lection of works by the local 
author.

“It’s an attention grabbing 
love story about two African 
American students whose 
paths crossed at a water foun-

tain and their lives were never 
the same,” said Collier. One 
is a student at Harvard Uni-
versity in Cambridge, Mass., 
and the other, a student at 
Jackson State University.

It’s been said that this could 
also be a great play. 

For some, it is an alter-
native to “Fifty Shades of 
Grey’.”

The book can be purchased 

at Amazon.com. One reader 
is quoted saying, “I really 
enjoyed “Fountain of Love.” 
It has a storyline that will in-
spire our youth.”

To own a copy of “Foun-
tain of Love”, visit: http://
www.americastarbooks.net/
sc/productsearch.cgi?stor
eid=*1a5ce440a0a34abc0
842724ed84a15&search_
field=Fountain+of+love 

N E w s  f R o M  t h E  w o R d

R E i g N i N g  A N N o u N c E M E N t s
Liberal Trinity Church of God in Christ, 725 W. North-
side Dr., Jackson, music department, will host their monthly 
musical worship experience on Sunday, March 22. Praise 
and worship services begin at 6 p.m. Choirs and groups 
throughout the Jackson Metro area will be featured. For 
additional information call 601.506.6589. Bishop Hollis E. 
Musgrove is the jurisdictional prelate and pastor.

Mt. Helm Baptist Church, 300 E. Church St., Jackson, 
will have a special schedule on Sunday, March 29. Sunday 
School will begin at 8 a.m. and worship service will begin at 
9:30 a.m. For more information, e-mail admin@mthelm.org 
or call 601.353.3981. Rev. CJ Rhodes is the pastor.

Mission Mississippi will host its next Tuesday/Thursday 
breakfast on March 24 and March 26, at Hyde Park Victory 
Church, 6810 Presidential Drive, Jackson, pastored by Jon-

athan Sanders and Marl Grove Church of Christ (Holiness) 
U.S.A., I-55 South Byram Ext., #85, Jackson, pastored by 
Elder James E. Turner Sr., respectively. The Jackson area 
prayer group meets twice a week at different churches 
throughout the Jackson area. They are faithful prayer war-
riors for the churches and for racial healing among Chris-
tians. For more information call 601.353.6477 or visit www.
missionmississippi.org

New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, 2920 Highway 
468, Pearl, will be the location where Empowering Leaders 
for the 21st Century Church – UPLIF International will pres-
ent the pastors’ and ministers’ Conference on Friday, March 
27, at 7:15 p.m. and Saturday, March 28, at 8:30 a.m. A 
registration fee is required. To RSVP, please visit uplif.event-
brite.com. For more information call 601.932.4444 or visit 
www.nbcfonline.org.  Bishop James Griffin is the pastor.

College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jack-
son, will celebrate its Annual Usher Ministry Day on Sun-
day, March 22, at 4 p.m. The theme is “Always on Duty, 
Serving in Victory” taken from 1 Corinthians 15:57.  The 
church family will celebrate its 108th church anniversary 
Saturday, March 28 – Sunday, March 29. On Saturday, a 
picnic will be held on the church grounds from 11 a.m. – 
2 p.m. On Sunday, March 29, Sunday School will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. and worship service will begin at 10 a.m.  
Dr. Valmadge T. Towner, president of Coahoma Com-
munity College in Clarksdale, and pastor of Friendship 
M. B. Church, Greenwood, will be the guest minister.  
The celebration theme is “TEAM: Together Each Ac-
complishes Much” based on scripture from Ephesians 
4:3 – 6 and 1 Corinthians 12:12 – 13. For more informa-
tion call 601.655.2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is the 
pastor.
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The Bible says 
in John 5:6 that 
Jesus “knew that 
the cripple man 
had been in that 
condition a long 
time.” He knew 

the condition of the crippled 
man and He understood and 
met his needs. The same thing 
applies to the church.

We need each other so that 
we can minister to one an-
other according to our needs. 
This is a very important step 
in our outreach activities. 
Do we know the people in 
church?  Do we know our 
neighbors? Do we know our 
relatives? We need to know 
the people individually in or-
der to minister to their needs.

Jesus knew that the person 
had been disabled for a long 
time when He asked, “Do you 
want to be made well?” How-
ever, He accepted him as he 
was and He was ready to give 
him support.

People like to be accepted. 
In fact many people are will-
ing to smoke, to drink and 
even to commit suicide to be 
accepted by other people. Ac-
ceptance is vital in the human 

life. We need the spirit of ac-
ceptance in the family, in the 
church and in the community. 
Whatever the financial status, 
education, gender or ethnic-
ity, we all long to be accepted. 
When we accept one another, 
our church will be more suc-
cessful in our outreach activi-
ties.

Jesus was willing to min-
ister to this man when He 
asked, “Do you want to be 
made well?” He was ready to 
heal him. The church needs 
to minister to one another to 
have a healthy church.

The disabled person said, 
“I have no man to put me into 
the pool.” This is indeed a sad 
statement. The church needs 
to be a place where we can 
help one another.

Some characteristic of the 
New Testament church are: 1) 
love one another, 2) bear one 
another’s burdens, 3) have 
compassion on one another, 
4) build up one another, 5) 
comfort one another, 6) pray 
for one another, and 7) teach 
one another.

The Lord wants us to sup-
port one another and by do-
ing so, we will receive the 
blessing ourselves. When we 
let Jesus work in our hearts, 

we will be more successful in 
ministering to one another.

After seeing the need of 
this man, Jesus said, “Take 
up your bed and walk.” And 
immediately the man was 
made well, took up his bed 
and walked. There is power in 
the Word of Jesus. The Word 
of Jesus is powerful to bring 
healing! We need to spend 
more time in and with the 
Word of God.

The Bible tells us about 
the love of God and how He 
cares for us. He wants us to be 
happy! The Word of God can 
change people’s lives. There-
fore, for any question that 
arises in our outreach activi-
ties, we must try our very best 
to use Bible verses. There is 
power in the Word of God.

The crippled man was at 
Bethesda for many years, but 
he was not healed. It was only 
after Jesus came to Bethesda 
that the man was healed. The 
presence of Jesus certainly 
made the difference!

If we would like to have 
a healing experience and to 
make our church successful 
in reaching out to others, we 
need the presence of Jesus in 
our lives.

We need the presence of Je-

sus in our families. We need 
the presence of Jesus in our 
church. Only the presence of 
Jesus will make it possible for 
the church to grow. We read 
in Acts 2:47, “The Lord added 
to the church daily those who 
were being saved.” Only God 
can save people.

Again, we need to remem-
ber the way Jesus worked. 
We need to know the person, 
accept the person, minister to 
the person and use the Word 
of God. Most importantly, we 
need to have the presence of 
Jesus in all our endeavors. 
The presence of Jesus is the 
only way that our outreach 
will be successful.

Just remember, this is His 
work. As we reach out to oth-
ers, may the Lord bless each 
one of us.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of March 19

1.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
2.	 Fill	Me	Up	 	 	 Casey	J
3.	 I	Am		 	 	 	 Jason	Nelson
4.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
5.	 I	Will	Trust	 	 	 Fred	Hammond
6.	 No	Greater	Love	 	 Smokie	Norful
7.	 War	 	 	 	 Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
8.	 Your	Destiny	 	 	 Kevin	LeVar	And	One	Sound	
9.	 God	My	God	 	 	 VaShawn	Mitchel
10.	 This	Place	 	 	 Tamela	Mann	

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Do you want to be made well? - Part II

Do you treat 
God like a cell 
phone? I thought 
of this when I 
was at the bank 
once and the 
man standing 

behind me obviously wanted 
everyone to hear his cell phone 
conversation. He had his Blue-
tooth ear piece on and talked so 
loud that his voice echoed in the 
lobby area. Even when he ended 
the call, he kept the earpiece in 
giving the impression that he 
was still in the middle of a call. 
He reminded me of how some 
of us display external signs that 
we are communicating with God 
(bible on our work desks, scrip-
tures on our computers) when we 
really aren’t talking to Him at all 
through prayer and devotion.

Another way we treat God like 
a cell phone is answering his call 
but when we realize it’s God, 
making up an excuse to end the 
call. That’s usually once you re-
alize that His call is about living 
with integrity and submitted to 
His will. Even though I can say 
I’ve been blessed by my obedi-
ence to God, there have also been 
times I made all kinds of excuses 
when it was something I just 
didn’t want to do.

Also, like we put our phones 
on silent, we do the same thing to 
God. We keep his voice on “si-
lent or vibrate” because we are 
busy doing something that being 
obedient would disrupt. In these 
instances, you may be the only 
one that knows there is a “call” 
and can easily ignore it.

Similarly, being in a bad cell 
phone reception area, you try to 

continue communicating with 
God but because you stray as a 
result of sin or other subtle com-
promises, it’s hard to hear him 
clearly. Some of us use being in a 
bad area as an excuse for missing 
a call that we really didn’t want 
to answer in the first place.

Cell phone technology ad-
vances all the time and I think 
we sometimes forget the original 
purpose of the phone: to com-
municate with others. However, 
many people walk with their 
heads down engrossed in their 
cell phones ignoring where they 
are going and the people around 
them. We get so caught up us-
ing the latest piece of cell phone 
technology and forget that it’s 
designed to bring us closer to 
others, not push us away.

I think that sometimes we treat 
our relationship with God like a 
cell phone with a similar mixture 
of impatience and casual con-
venience. We are happy when 
He gives us what we want but 
get impatient for Him to answer 
that next prayer. Deuteronomy 
5:24 says,   “And you said, ’The 
LORD our God has shown us his 
glory and his majesty, and we 
have heard his voice from the 
fire. Today we have seen that a 
man can live even if God speaks 
with him.’” We want to control 
how and when we hear from God 
but forget that the best thing is 
just being able to hear his voice.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

Are you treating God 
like your cell phone? 

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R v E D

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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In recognition 
of the 75th Anni-
versary of the Na-
tional Newspaper 
Publishers Asso-
ciation (NNPA), I 
believe it is impor-

tant to emphasize both the histori-
cal and contemporary mission, val-
ue and success of the Black Press 
in America.

For the past 188 years, black 
Americans have labored diligently 
and responsibly to publish and dis-
tribute black-owned newspapers in 
the interests of millions of black 
Americans and others who cry out 
for freedom, justice, equality and 
empowerment.

 What the first black American 
publishers and editors of Freedom’s 
Journal, Samuel Cornish and John 
Brown Russwurm, worked hard 
to accomplish began a long and 
vibrant legacy that still continues 
today across the United States by 
publishers who are members of the 
NNPA. 

In the first edition of Freedom’s 
Journal published on March 16, 
1827 in New York City, Cornish 
and Russwurm clearly stated, “We 
wish to plead our own cause.… 
Too long have others spoken for 
us. Too long has the public been 
deceived by misrepresentations, in 
things which concern us dearly.”

Freedom’s Journal was widely 
read in the northeast of the U.S. and 
secretly read and admired through-
out the South among those who 
were fighting the oppression and 
brutality of the slavery of African 
people in America. 

Thereafter over the next 188 
wherever black Americans were 
concentrated across the nation, 
the emergence of the black-owned 
newspapers came forward with a 
firm commitment to excellence in 
journalism and the empowerment 
of the black American community.

From the very beginning of the 
Black Press in America, publishers 
and editors asserted their Constitu-
tional rights of freedom of speech 
and freedom of the press, as well 
as the fundamental human right of 
self-determination. 

“Pleading our own cause” and 
speaking for the rights, news, as-
pirations and dreams of Black 
America all continue today to be 
the undergirding foundation of the 
Black Press.

Frederick Douglass was one our 
greatest orators and leaders who 
exemplified the audacity and ge-
nius to challenge all who would 
seek to oppress and deny freedom 
and equality. 

Yet Frederick Douglass was 

also a freedom-fighting newspaper 
owner and publisher of The North 
Star. The first edition of The North 
Star was published on December 3, 
1847 in Rochester, New York. 

Douglass believed that “own-
ing” The North Star gave him a 
strategic advantage to effectively 
articulate in the interests of black 
American liberation from slavery 
and poverty.

Concerning The North Star, 
Douglass emphatically stated, 
“We are now about to assume the 
management of the editorial de-
partment of a newspaper, devoted 
to the cause of Liberty, Humanity 
and Progress. The position is one 
which, with the purest motives, we 
have long desired to occupy.

“It has long been our anxious 
wish to see, in this slave-holding, 
slave-trading, and Negro-hating 
land, a printing-press and paper, 
permanently established, under the 
complete control and direction of 
the immediate victims of slavery 
and oppression.”

This quote from Frederick Dou-
glass certainly applies to some of 
the challenges that black Ameri-
cans still face in 2015.

The mission and purpose of the 
NNPA in part states “To promote 
the interests of the Black Press by 
securing unity and action and all 
matters relative to the profession 
of journalism and the business of 
publishing … to advance the high-
est and best interest of all people of 
African descent.”

Today, in a growing multiracial, 
multilingual and multicultural so-
ciety, it remains a critical necessity 
for all black-owned businesses, in 
particular black-owned newspapers 
and other media businesses, to be 
conscious of how the marketplace 
is changing and transforming. 

The point here is that black 
Americans cannot afford to under-
state the value and market impact 
of our businesses, institutions and 
communities. The fact that we are 
trillion-dollar annual consumers 
in the American economy should 
translate more effectively and ef-
ficiently into strengthening black-
owned businesses.

I am optimistic about the Black 
Press in the USA because I see 
greater business development op-
portunities today than ever before 
this period of time. Yet, we must 
all learn the lessons from our his-
tory and from the shining examples 
of excellence and determination of 
freedom-fighting publishers like 
Cornish, Russwurm and Douglass. 

From Selma to Ferguson, our 
struggle for freedom and empow-
erment continues.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is 
the president and CEO of the 

National Newspaper Publishers 
Association (NNPA) and can be 
reached for national advertisement 
sales and partnership proposals at 

dr.bchavis@nnpa.org; for lectures 
and other professional consulta-
tions go to http://drbenjamin-
fchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc
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OPINION

No United 
States presi-
dent has been 
more disre-
spected than 
Barack Obama 
-and his family.

The hatred for the nation’s 
first African American presi-
dent is so deep that all but 
seven Republicans in the U.S. 
Senate were willing to write a 
letter to Iran that amounted to 
treason on a grand scale.

In an effort to derail talks 
that would limit Iran’s nucle-
ar weapons, 47 Republican 
senators signed an “open let-
ter” to Iran’s leaders claiming 
any deal they reach with the 
administration won’t last af-
ter Obama leaves office.

It is an issue that caused the 
Republican senators to be la-
beled traitors in a New York 
Daily News headline. An 
editorial said, “Regardless of 
President Obama’s reckless-
ness in negotiating a nuclear 
deal with Iran, 47 Republi-
can U.S. senators engaged in 
treachery by sending a letter 
to the mullahs aimed at cut-
ting the legs out from under 
America’s commander-in-
chief.

“We join GOP signatories 
in opposing the pact as out-
lined, but we strenuously 
condemn their betrayal of the 
U.S. constitutional system.”

In case there is any doubt, 
the liberal political website 
PoliticusUSA stated, “Ac-
cording to the dictionary defi-
nition, a traitor is one who be-
trays a person, a principle, or 
especially their country.

“It is of no consequence 
why someone, or a group, 
chooses to work in opposi-
tion to their nation, or fellow 
citizens’ well-being, because 
if their intent and result of 
their actions is to deliberately 
damage or cause harm to their 
country or fellow citizens, 
they are by definition trai-
tors.”

It wasn’t all that long ago 
that Democrats and Repub-
licans observed the rule that 
while we might have our in-
ternal debates, when it comes 
for foreign policy, we speak 
with one voice - that of the 
president.

House Republicans ignored 
that long-standing custom by 
inviting Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu to 
address Congress, knowing 
he would be critical of ongo-
ing negotiations by the U.S. 
and its allies to freeze Iran’s 
nuclear weapons. 

The White House was not 
consulted on the invitation, 
a sharp departure from estab-
lished protocol.

The disrespect for Obama 
and the presidency itself has 
reached such a low point that 
a headline in the Washing-
ton Post summed it up this 
way: “Republicans are begin-
ning to act as though Barack 
Obama isn’t even the presi-
dent.”

The story explained, “It’s 
safe to say that no president 
in modern times has had his 
legitimacy questioned by the 
opposition party as much as 
Barack Obama. But as his 
term in office enters its final 
phase, Republicans are em-
barking on an entirely new 
enterprise: They have decid-
ed that as long as he holds 
the office of the presidency, 
it’s no longer necessary to 
respect the office itself.”

And many argue that the 

hatred extends well beyond 
partisan politics.

PolitcusUSA stated, “It is 
likely that throughout Amer-
ica’s short history, except for 
the traitorous Confederacy, 
no group of individuals has 
exhibited the characteristic 
betrayal of a traitor more than 
conservatives in general, and 
Republicans in particular. 

“What makes their actions 
all the more despicable is that 
their traitorous actions are 
founded on racial animus for 
one man; and allegiance to 
foreigners and one tiny seg-
ment of the population.”

The attacks on Obama 
began when he first ran for 
president, with some conser-
vatives openly questioning 
whether he was a U.S. citizen.

Marilyn Davenport, a mem-
ber of the Orange County Re-
publican Party in California, 
e-mailed a cartoon in 2010 
with the face of President 
Obama superimposed on a 
chimpanzee. Also pictured 
were two older chimpanzees 
described as “parents.” The 
inscription on the cartoon 
read: “Now you know why - 
no birth certificate.”

The New York Post went 
well over the line of respect-
ability by publishing a car-
toon in 2009, in the wake of 
Connecticut police shooting a 
pet chimpanzee, depicting the 
authors of the stimulus bill as 
a dead chimpanzee.

And who could forget Rep. 
Joe Wilson [R-S.C.], inter-
rupting a 2009 presidential 
address on health care to Con-
gress in by shouting, “You, 
lie!”

The personal attacks have 
not been limited to President 
Obama - his entire family has 
been attacked.

Recently, Emmy-win-
ning Univision host Rodner 
Figueroa was fired for saying, 
“Michelle Obama looks like 
she’s part of the cast of Planet 
of the Apes.”

Michael O’Neal, Speaker 
of the Kansas House, circu-
lated an email referring to 
the first lady as “Mrs. Yo’ 
Mama.”

Even Sasha and Malia have 
been targets of conservatives. 
They have been upbraided 
from everything from tak-
ing their spring break in the 
Bahamas to the clothes they 
wore when their father par-
doned a Thanksgiving turkey.

As Media Matters, the 
watchdog group, stated, “On 
May 27, [2010] President 
Obama explained at a press 
conference that he was re-
minded daily about the con-
sequences of the oil spill by 
his daughter Malia who asked 
him did you plug the hole 
yet? while he was shaving.”

Both Glenn Beck and Rush 
Limbaugh saw fit to imitate 
Malia on air. No stunt is too 
low or too vile for conserva-
tives who hate everything 
about Obama, including his 
race.

George E. Curry, former 
editor-in-chief of Emerge 
magazine, is editor-in-chief 
of the National Newspa-
per Publishers Association 
News Service (NNPA) and 
BlackPressUSA.com. He is a 
keynote speaker, moderator, 
and media coach. He can be 
reached through his Web site, 
www.georgecurry.com. Fol-
low him at www.twitter.com/
currygeorge and George E. 
Curry Fan Page on Face-
book. See previous columns 
at http://www.georgecurry.
com/columns

I never cease to 
be surprised by the 
racist audacity of 
the Republicans in 
Congress. In clear 
violation of inter-

national protocol, they arranged 
for Israeli Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu to speak before Con-
gress.

The established practice has 
been that this is done always 
in consultation with the Execu-
tive Branch. This time the Re-
publicans decided to snub that 
branch.

Wonders never cease. Forty-
seven Republican Senators then 
signed onto one of the strangest 
letters in the history of interna-
tional relations. The letter is ad-
dressed to the leadership of Iran 
and, in essence, said that what-
ever agreement Iran comes to 
with the Obama administration 
will be voided by the next presi-

dent of the United States. 
This is remarkable on so many 

levels, not the least being that 
no agreement has been reached 
- at the time of this writing - and 
that the Republicans are telling 
another country that there is no 
point in their negotiating with 
the incumbent administration.

Like many people, I have been 
curious as to whether these Sen-
ators actually broke a law. I am 
hoping that this can be quickly 
clarified. Deciding that they are 
appendages of the Israeli state 
instead of representatives of the 
people of the United States, the 
Republicans are suggesting that 
if Iran does not surrender to the 
terms established by Israel that 
there will be war. 

Yes, Netanyahu and his syco-
phants in Congress do not use 
the term “war.” They speak of 
increasing sanctions and other 
pressure, but most knowledge-
able observers recognize that 
the intent is to create a military 

crisis that will result in actions 
being taken by the United States 
against Iran. The results would 
probably be catastrophic.

Let us all remember that it 
was Prime Minister Netanyahu 
who sought to assure the peo-
ple of the USA that by attack-
ing Iraq in 2003 that it would 
change the region for the better. 

Netanyahu was, of course, 
half right: the region has 
changed. He got the second part 
wrong, however: it changed for 
the worse, with the spread of Al 
Qaeda and, more recently, the 
Islamic State, and with the cor-
responding instability.

There are questions that need 
to be asked of these Republican 
members of Congress. Let’s 
start with the matter of war. Are 
they prepared for yet another 
war? These are the same people 
who are insisting on cutting the 
budget and not taxing the rich, 
so where do the resources come 
from for a war? 

And, of course, what happens 
if the Iranians, attacked by the 
US and Israel, shut the Straits of 
Hormuz where so much of the 
world’s oil travels? What is the 
Republican answer?

The answer for the Repub-
licans seems to always be the 
same. Bully until you win…or 
until someone stands firm…and 
then start alleging anything that 
will discredit that government 
or social movement as sup-
posedly standing in the way of 
peace. 

The longer that this goes on, 
the more that this feels like 
we are living George Orwell’s 
“1984”, where there is eternal 
war and that eternal war is con-
sidered peace.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is the host of 
The Global African on Telesur-
English. He is a racial justice, 
labor and global justice activist 
and writer. Follow him on Twit-
ter, Facebook and at www.bill-
fletcherjr.com. 

?Ask Alma

A one-night stand 
with his brother!

Dear Alma,
Ten years ago, I relocated 

to a new city. I wanted to 
meet new friends, so I joined 
an online dating service. One 
man in particular I really liked 
and slept with the same week. 
It didn’t turn out the way I 
wanted. He didn’t call me 
back, and that was the end of 
it. Now, fast forward to the 
present.

For the past six months, 
I’ve been dating the man of 
my dreams. I met his family 
over the holidays. As soon as I 
saw his brother, I immediately 
recognized him as my online 
one-night stand from all those 
years ago. He didn’t seem to 
remember me.

Now, I don’t know what to 
do. Should I tell his brother or 
keep it to myself? 

                   Name Withheld

Dear Name Withheld,
I’m a firm believer that the 

truth will set you free. Or, in 
your case, it will let you go 
and forget all about you. I can 
just imagine, in my mind’s 
eye, you mingling at the fam-
ily soirée.

You spot your old fling from 
across the room, almost chok-
ing on your drink, thinking, 
“Lawd, is that him?” ROFL.

Girl, that took me back for 
a minute - 1982, Columbia, 
S.C. A similar situation hap-
pened to me. Life can be so 
funny. It just depends on how 
you look at it.

Ok, now, let’s get back to 
the nitty of your gritty: You 
say you spent a minute with 
this guy and he didn’t recog-
nize you. Hmm, I guess that 
can be good and bad. Are you 
sure he didn’t remember your 
voice, your smile, your laugh? 

Ten years is a long time, 
and as much as we’d like to 
think we all will remember 

every mini-hookup, some-
times, as the years go by, they 
fade into the darkness of our 
memory. Shallow but true. 
Soooo…, unless somebody 
took pictures, I wouldn’t wor-
ry about it.

Your relationship is still 
new. Take time to see where it 
leads. Hypothetically speak-
ing, if you contacted his 
brother and had a Jezuz, Mary 
and JoJo moment, what’s the 
outcome you would expect? 

You need to ruminate on 
this. Ask yourself, is it worth 
the risk? Men, I think, have a 
stronger bond when it comes 
to sexual partners. You will 
never marry this man if he 
knows you’ve slept with his 
brother. That you can take to 
the bank.

Sometimes, it’s a good idea 
to keep secrets. For example, 
your favorite midnight snack. 
Do we really need to know 
you mix peanut butter in your 
Thanksgiving stuffing when 
nobody’s looking?

Those types of secrets 
should remain in your brain. 
Before blurting it all out, 
weigh the potential dam-
age and benefits. Remember, 
truths hurt, and family pains 
can stroll the long way to for-
giveness.

Obviously, you’re consider-
ing the effect this might have 
on your boyfriend and your 
relationship, and I do under-
stand and commend that. But 
on the other hand, I’d suggest 
you take this deep down, un-
derground secret and lay it to 
rest. If it ever surfaces, like 
after you’re engaged or mar-
ried, you say firmly and with 
conviction - “I don’t remem-
ber that.”

That’s your story - now 
stick with it.

                     Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

“Open Letter to Iran” last 
straw in below-the-belt 
attacks on the Obamas

Pressuring us toward war
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CLASSIFIED
aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

DEparTmEnT OF FinancE anD aDminisTraTiOn
BUrEaU OF BUilDinG, GrOUnDs anD

rEal prOpErTY manaGEmEnT
JacksOn, mississippi

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Friday, 04/02/2015 , for:

RE: GS# 529-002 Studio Lighting Upgrades 
 Mississippi Public Broadcasting (previously 112)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

 Professional: Schultz & Wynne, P.A. 
 Address:     4523 Office Park Drive
   Jackson, Mississippi 39206
 Phone:  601-982-3313
 Email:   mowens@sweems.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instruc-
tions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and 
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any 
or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the 
bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

3/12/2015, 3/19/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

advertisement for Bid

Bid 2297 – Waste Disposal

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 
02, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days 
from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may 
be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 
960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address. 

3/19/2015, 3/26/2015

EmplOYmEnT

Job Description

Two program managers position/ college graduate; develop health pro-
grams, school gardens. send resume to: Beneta Burt, ms roadmap; 
2548 livingston road, Box 1, Jackson, ms 39213. call 601-987-6783 for 
job description. 

3/19/2015, 3/26/2015, 4/2/2015, 4/9/2015, 4/16/2015, 4/23/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

advertisement for Bid

Bid 2299 – Waste Disposal

sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson public school District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 south president street, Jackson, mississippi, until 10:00 a.m. (local 
prevailing Time) april 10, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  a pre-Bid conference concerning the project will be 
held at Enoch conference room, 101 near street, Jackson, ms 39203 on april 
1, 2015, at 10:00 a.m.  attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory 
but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if 
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.

proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by 
emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents 
may be picked up at the above address. 

3/19/2015, 3/26/2015

lEGal

nOTicE OF pUBlic HEarinG
ciTY OF JacksOn, mississippi

siGn VariancE FOr sUrin OF THailanD

THE JacksOn ciTY cOUncil Will cOnDUcT a pUBlic HEarinG On THE 
siGn VariancE FOr sUrin OF THailanD TO rEcEiVE ciTiZEn inpUT On 
TUEsDaY, april 7, 2015 aT 10:00 a.m. in cOUncil cHamBErs aT THE ciTY 
Hall BUilDinG, 219 sOUTH prEsiDEnT sTrEET, JacksOn, ms, 39201. in-
TErEsTED ciTiZEns arE EncOUraGED TO aTTEnD. plEasE cOnTacT 
THE siGns & licEnsE DiVisiOn (601) 960-1154 FOr mOrE inFOrmaTiOn.  

3/19/2015,  3/26/2015

lEGal

lEGal nOTicE

rEQUEsT FOr prOpOsals

The Jackson municipal airport authority (Jmaa) will accept sealed pro-
posals until 3:00 pm on Wednesday, april 15, 2015 for the purpose of 
providing professional level airport concessions consulting by assist-
ing Jmaa with Food & Beverage and news & Gift development at the 
Jackson-medgar Wiley Evers international airport.  

information for respondents relating to this request for proposals 
(“rFp”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of Jmaa. 
The information for respondents contains a copy of the rFp, General 
information for respondents, information required from respondents 
and criteria for selection. interested persons may obtain a copy of the 
information for respondents from Jmaa by contacting Jmaa’s procure-
ment specialist, karen Hatten as follows:

Jackson municipal airport authority
100 international Drive, suite 300 (39208)
post Office Box 98109
Jackson, mississippi 39298-8109 
attention: karen Hatten, procurement specialist
Telephone no.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile no.: (601) 939-3713
E-mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

or from Jmaa’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

3/19/2015,  3/26/2015   

lEGal

nOTiFicaTiOn OF inTEnT TO applY FOr FEDEral capiTal 
assisTancE TO prOViDE TranspOrTaTiOn sErVicEs FOr ElDErlY 

anD DisaBlED pErsOns

All interested public and private transit and paratransit operators within the City of 
Jackson, are hereby advised of the City of Jackson Department of Human and 
Cultural Services’ intent to apply to the Mississippi Department of Transportation, 
Jackson, Mississippi for a grant under Section 5310 of the Federal Transit Act, as 
amended, for the provision of elderly and disabled transportation services.  Service 
is being provided within the City of Jackson.  The City of Jackson Department of 
Human and Cultural Services Senior Services Division’s Special Transportation 
Services provides transit mobility to disabled persons and persons 60 years of 
age and older, that promotes independence and self-sufficiency to obtain needed 
services in the City of Jackson.

The purpose of this notice is to advise all interested parties, including transit and 
paratransit operators, of the services being planned for providing transportation 
services for the elderly and disabled within the area as described above, and to 
ensure that such a program would not represent a duplication of current or of 
proposed services provided by existing transit or paratransit operators in the area. 

Comments either for or against this service will be received at any time within 15 
days from the date of this notice. All comments should be addressed to:

City of Jackson 
Department of Human and Cultural Services
Senior Services Division
P.O. Box 17
Jackson, MS 39205

Dr. Connie C. Taylor, Manager
Senior Services Division
601-960-0412

3/19/2015

lEGal

nOTicE OF pUBlic HEarinG OF THE
JacksOn HisTOric prEsErVaTiOn cOmmissiOn

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2015, AT 
12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) 
OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. OLD BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-01, REQUEST BY: ALVIN & A.E. FAGAON TO 
DEMOLISH A MISSISSIPPI LANDMARK STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 846 
N. PRESIDENT ST. 

2. CASE NO. 2015-04, REQUEST BY: SIDNEY MACK TO CHANGE THE 
ROOF MATERIAL OF A GARAGE LOCATED AT 901 N. JEFFERSON ST. IN 
THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

B. NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-05, REQUEST BY: CALEB & ABBIE KOONCE TO 
INSTALL AN ELECTRIC FENCE LOCATED AT 836 EUCLID AVE. IN THE 
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2015-06, REQUEST BY: LYDIA WEST TO PERFORM 
EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1025 MANSHIP 
ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

3. CASE NO. 2015-07, REQUEST BY: SUSAN FONTENOT & GLENN 
TAYLOR (APPLICANT: JOHN WEAVER) TO ADD AN ADDITION TO 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1014 ARLINGTON ST. IN THE BELHAVEN 
HISTORIC DISTRICT.

II. OTHER ITEMS

III. ADJOURN

3/19/2015, 3/26/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

nOTicE OF applicaTiOn FOr a UsE pErmiT

ZOninG casE nO. 3894

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Meena Sabharwal  has  filed with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to operate a liquor store within a 
C-2 (Limited) Commercial District on property located at 1625 E. County Line Rd. 
– Suite 320 , in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

INDEX: PART OF THE NW 1/4 OF S-5, T-6N, R-2E, HINDS COUNTY, MS

 TRACT ONE:

A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND SITUATED IN THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 5, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, 
AND ALSO BEING A PART OF LOT 2, BLOCK 51, HIGHLAND COLONY, AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
IN PLAT BOOK A AT PAGE 283; SAID PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINS 312,276.7 
SQUARE FEET OR 7.1689 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AND IS MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
PEAR ORCHARD ROAD WITH THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF COUN-
TY LINE ROAD (AS BOTH ARE NOW LAID OUT AND IMPROVED, AUGUST, 
1983); RUN THENCE EASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
OF COUNTY LINE ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 257.39 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING OF THE PARCEL OF LAND HEREIN DESCRIBED; CONTINUE 
THENCE EASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF COUNTY 
LINE ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 191.07 FEET; LEAVING SAID SOUTH RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF COUNTY LINE ROAD, TURN THENCE RIGHT THROUGH A 
DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DEGREES 00 MINUTES AND RUN SOUTHERLY 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 175.0 FEET; TURN THENCE LEFT THROUGH A DE-
FLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DEGREES 00 MINUTES AND RUN EASTERLY FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 161.45 FEET; TURN THENCE RIGHT THROUGH A DEFLEC-
TION ANGLE OF 94 DEGREES 25 MINUTES 41 SECONDS AND RUN SOUTH-
ERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 455.56 FEET; TURN THENCE RIGHT THROUGH A 
DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 86 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 30 SECONDS AND RUN 
WESTERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 622.63 FEET TO A POINT ON SAID EAST 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF PEAR ORCHARD ROAD; TURN THENCE RIGHT 
THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 93 DEGREES 36 MINUTES 18 SEC-
ONDS AND RUN NORTHERLY ALONG SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
PEAR ORCHARD ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 434.34 FEET; TURN THENCE 
RIGHT THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 06 DEGREES 27 MINUTES 47 
SECONDS AND CONTINUE NORTHERLY ALONG SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF PEAR ORCHARD ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 52.27 FEET; LEAVING 
SAID EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF PEAR ORCHARD ROAD, TORN THENCE 
RIGHT THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 128 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 
44 SECONDS AND RUN SOUTHERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 110.39 FEET; 
TURN THENCE LEFT THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 49 DEGREES 
29 MINUTES AND RUN EASTERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 157.89 FEET; TURN 
THENCE LEFT THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 90 DEGREES 00 MIN-
UTES AND RUN NORTHERLY FOR A DISTANCE OF 217.90 FEET TO A POINT 
ON THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF WAY LINE OF SAID COUNTY LINE ROAD; TURN 
THENCE RIGHT THROUGH A DEFLECTION ANGLE OF 86 DEGREES 17 MIN-
UTES 25 SECONDS AND RUN EASTERLY ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF 
WAY LINE OF COUNTY LINE ROAD FOR A DISTANCE OF 32.46 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at 
which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. 
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the 
City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids 
for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of February 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/12/2015, 3/19/2015

lEGal

nOTicE TO BiDDErs
city of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, April 21, 2015, at which time said bids 
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street 
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

07051-042115 Knuckleboom Trash Loader with Bulky Hauler

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid 
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with 
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a 
pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a com-
pleted and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with 
each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority 
of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO 
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded 
an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please 
contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are 
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President 
Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part 
of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal 
form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

3/19/2015, 3/26/2015

HOUSE FOR RENT
$350.00 PER MONTH – Jackson

Living Room, Two (2) bedrooms, one with his & her 
closets, Kitchen with plenty of cabinets, gas stove,  
(no fridge) walk-in bath with cabinets top & bottom,  

extra room for another bedroom, storage area
110 & 220 outlets. Call 601-668-2776.

lEGal

nOTicE OF JacksOn ciTY cOUncil mEETinG lOcaTiOn cHanGE

THE REGULAR STANDING MEETING OF THE JACKSON CITY COUN-
CIL SCHEDULED FOR 6:00 P.M. ON TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2015 WILL 
BE HELD AT JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY, ECENTER, 1230 RAYMOND 
ROAD, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.  IF ANY REASONABLE ACCOMODA-
TIONS ARE REQUIRED, PLEASE CONTACT MR. SAM GLEESE, THE CITY 
OF JACKSON’S ADA COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR, AT (601) 960-1863 
TO ARRANGE AND SECURE THESE SERVICES.  FOR FURTHER INFOR-
MATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK AT (601) 
960-1035 OR (601) 960-1033.

3/19/2015

lEGal

nOTicE OF applicaTiOn FOr a rEZOninG 
ZOninG casE nO. 3895

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council 
of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby 
given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Shearer Properties, LLC 
has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning 
from R-2 (Single-Family & Two-Family) Residential District to C-3 (General) Commercial Dis-
trict, to allow for automotive repair on property located at College Hill Rd. (Parcel #808-42)., in 
the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT 40 OF WHITE ROCK PLACE, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT 
THEREOF WHICH IS ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY 
CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT BOOK/CABINET 5 AT 
PAGE/SLIDE/SLOT 24 THEREOF, REFERENCE TO WHICH IS MADE IN AID OF AND AS 
A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION.

AND BEING THE SAME PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN WARRANTY DEED RECORDED IN 
BOOK 3084 AT PAGE 671

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Con-
ference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at which time all parties interested in 
or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will 
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request 
is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 26th day of February 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/5/2015, 3/19/2015
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nOTicE OF applicaTiOn FOr a rEZOninG 
ZOninG casE nO. 3887

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Council of Jack-
son, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all per-
sons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Colonial Jackson, LLC/ Michael Lawrence has 
filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a rezoning from SUD 
- Special Use District to CMU-1 – Community Mixed-Use District Pedestrian Oriented for the prop-
erty located at 5635 Old Canton Rd. to allow for the redevelopment of the property for mixed uses, 
in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING SITUATED WITHIN THE 
INNER BOUNDS OF COLONIAL CIRCLE AND CLUB VIEW DRIVE AS SHOWN BY THE MAPS 
AND PLATS OF CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, 2 AND 3, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE HINDS COUNTY CHANCERY CLERK IN PLAT BOOK 6 AT PAGES 15, 
16, AND 17, RESPECTIVELY, AND IN THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AND THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF 
THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 7 AND THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 8, TOWN-
SHIP 6 NORTH, RANGE 2 EAST, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS THE COLONIAL COUNTRY CLUB GOLF COURSE, AND ALL OTHER LAND NOT 
CONSIDERED A PART OF SAID GOLF COURSE, WHICH LIES WITHIN THE INNER BOUNDS 
OF THE AFORESAID STREETS AND CONSTITUTES ALL OF THE REMAINING LAND AND 
PROPERTY WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF SAID STREETS IN ADDITION TO THE AFORESAID 
GOLF COURSE, TOGETHER WITH ALL IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, AND BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 2, BLOCK “F”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVI-
SION PART 1, AND RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 52 MINUTES EAST AT A RIGHT ANGLE TO 
THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 2 FOR A DISTANCE OF 60.0 FEET TO A POINT IN THE EAST 
LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, WHICH POINT IS THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PROP-
ERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED; RUN THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 08 MINUTES EAST ALONG 
THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE EAST 
LINE OF LOTS 2 AND 1 OF BLOCK “F” AND THE EAST LINE OF BLOCK “E”, CLUB PARK 
SUBDIVISION, PART 1 FOR A DISTANCE OF 960.8 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A CURVE 
TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 100.0 FEET, FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 156.6 FEET FOR A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 44 DEGREES 59 MINUTES 
EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 141.1 FEET TO THE END THEREOF, WHICH IS THE SOUTH LINE 
OF COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 50 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 SOUTH OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTH LINE 
OF BLOCK “A”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, FOR A DISTANCE OF 2021.1 FEET TO 
THE INTERSECTION OF THE LINE BETWEEN THE AFORESAID SECTIONS 7 AND 8 WITH 
THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 53 
MINUTES EAST AND CONTINUE ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 648.02 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 23 DEGREE 38 MINUTE CURVE TO 
THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 
241.6 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 54 DEGREES 35 MINUTES EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 278.78 FEET TO THE END THEREOF; RUN THENCE SOUTH 19 DEGREES 20 
MINUTES EAST ALONG THE WESTERN LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 FEET WEST OF 
AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF BLOCK “G”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 
2, FOR A DISTANCE OF 386.8 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 14 DEGREE 14 MINUTE 45 
SECOND CURVE TO THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAV-
ING A RADIUS OF 386.3 FEET FOR A DISTANCE OF 278.1 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEAR-
ING OF SOUTH 39 DEGREES 58 MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 272.08 FEET TO A 
POINT OF A REVERSE CURVE BEARING TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 100.0 FEET; 
RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 165.5 FEET HAVING A CHORD 
BEARING OF SOUTH 17 DEGREES 23 MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 147.25 FEET 
TO THE END THEREOF AND IN THE WEST LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE AS SHOWN ON 
THE PLAT OF CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 2; RUN THENCE SOUTH 30 DEGREES 00 
MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WEST LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET WEST OF AND 
PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF CLUB VIEW SUBDIVISION, PART 2 FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 168.0 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 1 DEGREE 00 MINUTE 27 SECOND CURVE TO 
THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 
5687.7 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 340.0 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 31 
DEGREES 43 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 339.94 FEET TO THE END THEREOF; 
RUN THENCE SOUTH 33 DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WEST LINE OF CLUB 
VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF BLOCK “H”, 
CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 2, FOR A DISTANCE OF 842.92 FEET TO THE BEGINNING 
OF A 22 DEGREE 01 MINUTE 42 SECOND CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND 
SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 260.1 FEET FOR A DISTANCE OF 275.4 FEET HAVING A 
CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 63 DEGREES 46 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 262.73 
FEET TO THE END THEREOF; RUN THENCE NORTH 85 DEGREES 54 MINUTES WEST ON 
THE TANGENT OF THE LAST MENTIONED CURVE AND ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF CLUB 
VIEW DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 210.89 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 6 DEGREE 06 
MINUTE 11 SECOND CURVE TO THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING 
A RADIUS OF 938.8 FEET ALONG THE NORTHERN LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET 
FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHERN LINE OF BLOCK “L”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVI-
SION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 412.63 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 
81 DEGREES 30 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 409.45 FEET TO THE BEGINNING 
OF A 9 DEGREE 08 MINUTE 33 SECOND CURVE TO THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND 
SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 626.7 FEET, AND ALONG THE NORTHWESTERN LINE 
OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHWESTERN LINE 
OF 451.02 HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 48 DEGREES 17 MINUTES WEST FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 441.51 FEET TO THE END OF SAID CURVE; RUN THENCE SOUTH 27 DE-
GREES 39 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WESTERN LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET 
WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF SAID BLOCK “M”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVI-
SION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 121.51 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A CURVE TO THE 
RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 33.8 FEET, FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 67.5 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 84 DEGREES 51 MINUTES 
WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 56.87 FEET TO A POINT IN THE NORTHERN LINE OF COLONIAL 
CIRCLE; RUN THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG THE NORTHERN LINE OF COLONIAL 
CIRCLE AND AROUND A CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 810.1 FEET, 60 FEET 
FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHERN LINE OF BLOCK “P”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVI-
SION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 173.7 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 
44 DEGREES 07 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 173.33 FEET TO THE BEGINNING 
OF A 1 DEGREE 37 MINUTE CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, 
HAVING A RADIUS OF 3546.0 FEET, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHERN 
LINE OF BLOCK “P”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 589.5 FEET 
HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 45 DEGREES 29 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 589.34 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 6 DEGREE 43 MINUTE 15 SECOND CURVE TO 
THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 852.5 FEET, 60 FEET 
FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTH LINE OF BLOCK “P”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVIDION, 
PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 661.6 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 62 DE-
GREES 57 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 645.11 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 
CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A 
RADIUS OF 99.4 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 114.8 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF 
NORTH 52 DEGREES 05 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 108.56 FEET TO A POINT IN 
THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN THENCE NORTH 18 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 
WEST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL 
WITH THE EAST LINE OF BLOCK “F”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 123.77 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 3 DEGREE 44 MINUTE CURVE TO THE RIGHT; 
RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 1534.8 FEET, 60 FEET FROM 
AND PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF BLOCK “F”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 511.2 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 09 DEGREES 25 
MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 508.71 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CON-
TAINING 145.7 ACRES.

AND ALSO

ALL OF BLOCK “L” OF CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR 
PLAT THEREOF WHICH IS ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY 
CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN PLAT BOOK 6 AT PAGE 15 
THEREOF, REFERENCE TO WHICH MAP OR PLAT IS HEREBY MADE IN AID OF AND AS A 
PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION AND CONTAINING 7.72 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference 
Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 
p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will 
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the 
City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection 
thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof 
is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary 
aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 24th day of February 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/5/2015   3/19/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

DEparTmEnT OF FinancE anD aDminisTraTiOn
BUrEaU OF BUilDinG, GrOUnDs anD

rEal prOpErTY manaGEmEnT
JacksOn, mississippi

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Friday, 04/02/2015 , for:

RE: GS# 529-002 Studio Lighting Upgrades 
 Mississippi Public Broadcasting (previously 112)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Schultz & Wynne, P.A. 
 Address:      4523 Office Park Drive
   Jackson, Mississippi 39206
 Phone:  601-982-3313
 Email:   mowens@sweems.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

3/12/2015, 3/19/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

sEcTiOn 1

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs
nOTicE TO cOnTracTOrs

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30 
P.M., local time, April 7, 2015 at Jackson City Hall, for the 2015 CDBG 
Citywide Street Resurfacing Project, City Project No. 15B4000.901.
 
The entire projects must be completed within sixty (60) calendar days. 
The contract will be subjected to liquidated damages in the amount of 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) per calendar day for each consecutive 
calendar day in which the contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination 
in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
an equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the 
City. As a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror 
shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a 
contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For 
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity 
Program, please contact Stephanie Coleman in the office of Economic 
Development at (601) 960-1636. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan 
Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South Presi-
dent Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The use of Community Development Block Grant funds initiates section 
3 compliance efforts as guided by the U.S. Department of Housing & Ur-
ban Development. The potential contractor will strive to advertise, hire, 
and engage all reasonable efforts to recruit section 3 businesses and 
residents if awarded the 2015 CDBG CITYWIDE STREET RESURFAC-
ING PROJECT, CITY PROJECT NO. 15B4000.901. The contractor will 
be required to submit a section 3 plan, and other section 3 compliance 
documents throughout the construction duration as required in the sec-
tion 3 part of the specifications. The contractor will work with the office 
of Housing and Community Development to ensure compliance efforts 
are made during the construction period. The contractor will contact 
Andrada Butler, Assistant Manager, Office of Housing and Community 
Development (601) 960-1865, for all questions concerning section 3 re-
quirements for the 2015 CDBG CITYWIDE STREET RESURFACING 
PROJECT, CITY PROJECT NO. 15B4000.901. 
 
Specifications and Proposals forms are on file and open to public inspec-
tion on the 4th floor (Engineering Division) of the Warren Hood Building 
located at 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39205. One (1) 
copy of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents may be pro-
cured from the Engineering Division, upon payment of $100.00 dollars, 
which will not be refunded. Please contact Charles Williams, Jr., P.E., 
PhD (Engineering Manager) or Leroy Lee (Infrastructure Manager), at 
(601) 960-1651 for directions or any additional information for procure-
ment of plans and specifications. The Standard Specifications adopted 
by the City Council may be procured from the Department of Public 
Works, if desired upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on March 24, 2015 at 3:00 P.M. local 
time, in the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, 
subcontractors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certifi-
cate of responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contrac-
tors establishing its classification as to the value and type of construc-
tion on which it is authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with its 
proposal, a bid bond or certified check in an amount equal to five percent 
(5%) of the total bid for the work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the 
bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment 
Bond each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the con-
tract amount awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment 
Bonds and Performance Bonds must file with each bond a certified and 
effective dated copy of their power of attorney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the 
City of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. 
Each bidder shall write its certificate of responsibility number on the out-
side of the sealed envelope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any and all informalities

Kishia L. Powell, PE    Gus McCoy
Director, Department of Public Works  Chief Administrative Officer

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

3/12/2015, 3/19/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

lEGal nOTicE
rEQUEsT FOr prOpOsals

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (JMAA) will accept sealed propos-
als until 3:00 PM on Tuesday, March 31, 2015 for the purpose of executive 
recruiting services to provide well-suited and qualified individual candidates 
for the positon of Chief Financial Officer for JMAA.  

Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) is 
on file and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information 
for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General Information for Respon-
dents, Information Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. In-
terested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from 
JMAA by contacting JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, Karen Hatten as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

3/12/2015, 3/19/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

advertisement for rFp

rFp 2015-07 – Exceptional Education service providers

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above RFP will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 02, 2015, at which time and place 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees re-
serves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to 
withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days 
from the date rfps are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifica-
tions may be obtained free of charge. Interested parties may obtain a 
copy of the RFP by going to the JPSD website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us 
and then click on Departments at the top of the page.  Then scroll down 
and click on Exceptional Education.  The RFP will be located at the end 
of the page

3/19/2015, 3/26/2015

lEGal

nOTicE OF applicaTiOn FOr a rEZOninG 

ZOninG casE nO. 3896

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Quarquerite Lowe has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an ap-
plication requesting a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to C-1A 
(Restricted) Commercial District with a Use Permit , to operate a commercial child care 
center on property located at 532 W. Northside Dr., in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A lot having a depth of 180 feet off the South side of Lot Four (4) of Hickory Ridge 
Subdivision, a subdivision in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
State of Mississippi, according to the map or plat thereof, of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, and recorded in Plat Book 7, at page 47 thereof, 
and being more particularly described as: 

Beginning at the Northeast corner of Lot Three (3) of Hickory Ridge Subdivision, run 
thence in an Easterly direction along the Eastern Extension of the North line of said Lot 
3 for a distance of 90 feet to the East Line of Lot 4 of Hickory Ridge Subdivision; thence 
run in a Southerly direction along the East Line of said Lot 4 for a distance of 180 feet to 
the Southeast corner of said Lot 4; then thence in a Westerly direction along the South 
line of said Lot 4 to the Southwest corner of said lot; run thence in a northerly direction 
along the West line said Lot 4 to the point of beginning; being the same land and prop-
erty conveyed by Mrs. Hattie L. Ridgway, et al, to Kenney T. Casey by deed dated April 
7,1948, and recorded in Book 532 at page 299 of the records of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make 
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made 
by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed 
with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration 
thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Admin-
istrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens 
need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 26th  day of February 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/5/2015, 3/19/2015



AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation
Institute  of Maintenance 866-367-
2510.
WELDING CAREERS - Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation,
automotive, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students. Job
placement assistance. CALL AIM 877-
206-4006.

CONCRETE MIXER DRIVERS. Great
Local Job! Excellent Benefits, Home
Everyday. Class A or B CDL Required.
www.delta-ind.com or call (601) 292-
3906. EOE.

DRIVER - CDL/A
CLASSES STARTING
EVERY MONDAY!

• No out of pocket tuition cost!
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days

and start driving with KLLM!
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Refresher Course Available.
Must Be 21 Years of Age

855-378-9335  EOE
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com 

DRIVERS: Need CDL A or B,  to relocate
vehicles from and to various locations
throughout U.S. - No forced dispatch.
Call to speak with a recruiter at: 1-800-
501-3783.
TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVER-
TISING IN OVER 100 NEWSPAPERS
at one low price, call MS Press Services at
601-981-3060 or your local newspaper. 

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $4,397 -
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill. Cut lumber any dimension. In
stock, ready to ship. FREE info/DVD:
www.norwoodsawmills.com  1-800-578-
1363, Ext. 300N.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - SAVE! Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 months). FREE pre-
mium movie channels. FREE equipment,
installation and activation. CALL AND
COMPARE LOCAL DEALS. 1-800-319-
2526.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-522-
9068.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.
SWITCH & SAVE EVENT FROM
DIRECTV! Packages starting at
$19.99/mo. Free 3-Months of HBO,
starz, SHOWTIME & CINEMAX, FREE
GENIE HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL
Sunday Ticket Included with Select
Packages. New Customers Only. IV
Support Holdings LLC- An authorized
DirecTV Dealer Some exclusions apply -
Call for details:1-800-215-6713. 
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERTISING IN
100+ NEWSPAPERS at one low price,
call MS Press Services at 601-981-3060
or call your local newspaper.  One phone
call, one order, one invoice, one check. Its
just that simple. Give us a call today to
find out just how easy it is to run your ad
in over 100 newspapers.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7.   
SERIOUSLY INJURED?  Auto Accidents,
Medical Malpractice, Slip and Falls,
Dangerous Products, Wrongful Death.
Speak to a Highly Skilled Personal Injury
Attorney Now.  Millions Recovered for
Clients.  Call 24/7 800-287-8053.  

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of March 15, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.

Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.

Mar15_MCAN
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Health Insurance
Problems?

www.healthhelpms.org
1-877-314-3843

Health Help Mississippi 
is a local non-profit 
that can help.

Call to get 
FREE assistance 
with your health 
insurance options.
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with your health 
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Health Insurance
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1-877-314-3843

Health Help Mississippi 
is a local non-profit 
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Call to get 
FREE assistance 
with your health 
insurance options.
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Health Help MS

Mississippi Press Services
601-981-3060

One Order, One Payment, 
Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.

Mississippi Press Services
601-981-3060

One Order, One Payment, 
Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.

Mississippi Press Services
601-981-3060

One Order, One Payment, 
Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.
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Satellite TV Difference

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB12015

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Save 50%

Make the Switch to DISH 
Today and Save 50%

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

FREE

FREE

Offer subject to change based on premium 
channel availability.

For 3 months.
PREMIUM CHANNELS

Promotional 
Prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper.

With qualifying 
packages and offers.

With qualifying packages and offers.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. 
All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.  PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top 
250; $30 per month with America’s Top 200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5 
per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR 
LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are 
America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services 
during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will 
apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days 
of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a 
monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, $12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 
Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a 
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features must be enabled by customer and are 
subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX 
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, 
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be 
transferred. ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS:  Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified 
former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. 
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish 
antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after 
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the 
terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective 
owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only 
accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related 
marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at 
a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, nonproratable and nontransferable once the 
season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. All Rights Reserved. 
NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS. 
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. 
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish 
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Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $4500 of each lot and then a 1% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, March 25th &
Thurs., Mar. 26th, 2015 • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Farm Tractors, 1-ton & Pickups, Vehicles, Antique Vehicles & More

Day 2: Selling Construction Equip., Support Equip., Service Trucks, Water
Trucks, Fuel & Lube Trucks, Generators, Logging Equipment,
Aircraft, Related Attachments, Misc. Items
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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HOUSTON, Texas - A late 
push in the final minutes of 
the game wasn’t enough for 
the Lady Braves to pick up the 
victory against Prairie View at 
the Toyota Center. The Lady 
Braves season ended with a 66-
59 loss to the Lady Panthers.

Angelica Wilson-Reid scored 
the first basket of the game for 
the Lady Braves but the Lady 
Panthers controlled the 1st half.

Prairie View started a 12-0 
run which put them ahead 12-2 
at the 16:17 mark.

Just over 13 minutes to go in 
the 1st half, the Lady Braves 
managed to get the lead down 
to seven, 22-15 at the 3:43 
mark.

But Prairie View closed out 
the 1st half with a 10-4 run to 
take a 32-19 lead into the lock-
er room.

After the break, Prairie View 
held a comfortable lead over 
the Lady Braves.

At the 12:08 mark of the 
2nd half, Jasmine Cunningham 
stole the ball and Olivia Brown 
finished with a layup to cut the 
lead to 38-32.

Both teams traded basket 

for the next 10 minutes but the 
Lady Braves powered back in 
the final minute of the game.

Back-to-back three point-
ers by Norianna Haynes and 
Brown trimmed the Lady Pan-
thers lead to 61-55 with .47 
seconds to play.

A few missed free throws 
by the Lady Panthers kept the 
Lady Braves alive. Cunning-
ham drove the length of the 

floor and made a tough layup 
to put the Braves down four, 
61-57 with .36 seconds to go.

But the Lady Panthers made 
their free throws down the 
stretch to put the Lady Braves 
away.

Cunningham led the Lady 
Braves with 14 points and 
five steals. Haynes and Wilson 
Reid each had 13 points while 
Brown chipped in 12 points.

Lady Braves lose 
tough contest to 
Prairie View 66-59

Wrtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JacksOn’s UrBan rhYthm anD BlUes 
statiOn plaYinG Familiar FaVOrites FrOm the 70’s, 80’s anD 90’s. tUne 
in tO hear JUst the riGht miX OF BlUes anD tODaY’s BiGGest hits. 

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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IntervIew:
Front “Page” news! wIth 
ClarenCe Page, the “Culture 
worrIer” 
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Clarence Page is a nationally-
syndicated columnist and mem-
ber of the Chicago Tribune edito-
rial board. Besides those duties, 
the Pulitzer Prize-winner makes 
frequent TV appearances, includ-
ing on The McLaughlin Group as 
a regular member of the show’s 
panel of political pundits. 

Clarence makes his home in the 
Washington, D.C. area with his 
wife, Lisa, and their son, Grady. 
Here, he talks about his life, ca-
reer and his best-selling collec-
tion of essay, “Culture Worrier.”

Kam Williams: Hi Clarence, 
how’re you doing?

Clarence Page: I’m good. 
How are you today, Kam?

KW: Great! First, I wanted to 
ask, how much of a connection 
do you still have to Chicago? You 
write for the Tribune, but live in 
D.C.

CP: That’s right. I work out 
of our Washington bureau. My 
column is syndicated nationally, 
anyway. I have more of a Wash-
ington perspective than the other 
Tribune columnists, but I still 
love the place and try to get back 
as often as I can. And I occasion-
ally do a locally-oriented blog 
item which is only printed in the 
Tribune. 

KW: I think of you as the black 
Mike Royko. How would de-
scribe your style? 

CP: I think every Chicago col-
umnist considers himself to be 
a Mike Royko. His office was 
next-door to mine at the Tribune 
Tower for a number of years. I al-
ways admired his strong voice…, 
a very ordinary Chicagoan sitting 
at the bar after work going back-
and-forth with his buddies about 
politics and this or that from a 
working-class point-of-view.

I really appreciated his ability 
to do that so flawlessly, and in 
such a strong voice. So, I always 
tried to cultivate a voice assessing 
what was good for the average 
members of the public, and some-
times I succeeded. [Chuckles] 

KW: You always do a great 
job. Tell me a little about why you 
decided to publish a collection of 
essays? 

CP: It occurred to me that after 
doing this for 30 years, from the 
Reagan Era to the Age of Obama, 
that if there was ever an appropri-
ate time for me to publish a col-
lection of columns, this would be 
it. 

So I went back and reread my 
pieces, and I began to notice the 
strong trend toward social com-
mentary interwoven with politics 
played in most of them, and the 

phrase “Culture Worrier” just 
jumped out at me. 

KW: How do you enjoy ap-
pearing on the McLaughlin 
Group with John, Eleanor Clift, 
Mort Zuckerman and Pat Bu-
chanan?

CP: I’ve been doing the show 
since about 1988. McLaughlin’s 
been a remarkable talent scout 
over the years when you think 
about how people like Chris Mat-
thews, Lawrence O’Donnell and 
Jay Carney used to be regulars on 
the show.

 KW: Marie Polo asks: What 
was the most interesting and the 
most challenging aspects of being 
an army journalist back in 1969? 

CP: Oh, that’s an interesting 
question. I will say that the dif-
ference was that when you’re an 
Army journalist, as opposed to a 
civilian correspondent covering 
the military, you’re very often ei-
ther a public relations agent or ex-
pected to perform that role, with a 
few exceptions, such as reporters 
for Stars and Stripes.

I would say that one of the 
most unexpected benefits of that 
job was being taught to never try 
to cover anything up, but rather to 
get any bad information out right 
away, so that there would be noth-
ing more to come out later. 

This was a wonderful lesson to 

be taught because often the effort 
to cover up a story becomes a big-
ger story than the original one.

KW: You suffered from ADD, 
but it obviously didn’t prevent 
you from having a very success-
ful career as a journalist. How did 
you overcome this difficulty or 
turn it into a strength?

CP: I didn’t know I had ADD, 
because it hadn’t been invented 
back then. For what it’s worth, 
like a lot of others with ADD, 
I’ve been able to succeed simply 
by trying harder.

KW: When I watched Life It-
self, the documentary about Rog-
er Ebert, I learned that winning a 
Pulitzer Prize was a very big deal 
to him. What did winning a Pulit-
zer mean to you?

CP: One thing about winning a 
Pulitzer, it means you know what 
the first three words of your obit-
uary will be: Pulitzer Prize-win-
ner. [Chuckles] After winning the 
Pulitzer, I couldn’t help but notice 
how people suddenly looked at 
me with a newfound respect, and 
would say, “He’s an expert.”

On the negative side, I devel-
oped a terrible case of writer’s 
block for awhile, because I felt 
like readers would expect every 
one of my columns to be prize 
worthy. I spoke to a number of 
other Pulitzer winners who had 
the same problem, a creative 
block that had them hesitating.

How do you get past the writ-
er’s block? Nothing concentrates 
the mind like a firm deadline, and 
a little voice in the back of my 
mind reminding me that, “If you 
don’t write, you don’t eat.”

Listen, we all want to be re-
spected and appreciated, but 
when you get a big honor like 
that, people start to look for your 
work in a new way with higher 
expectations. 

Today, the best thing about 
having won is when I get a nasty 
comment from some internet troll 

I can remind myself of the Pulit-
zer and say, “Well, somebody ap-
preciates me.”

KW: Dave Roth says: As far as 
I can tell, despite many people’s 
well intentioned efforts over the 
last 50 years, America still ap-
pears to be a racially-divided and 
culturally-segregated country, as 
evidenced by, among many other 
examples, Ferguson, Missouri, 
any examination of failing pub-
lic schools and/or prison popula-
tions, and the current gerryman-
dering case being heard by the 
Supreme Court.

What, in your view, is substan-
tially culturally different in the 
U.S. today versus say March 3, 
1991, Rodney King Day? And 
what do you believe is the single 
greatest piece of evidence that 
progress is being made toward a 
society that provides equality of 
opportunity and treatment under 
the law, regardless of race, ethnic-
ity or gender?

CP: Good question. First of 
all, I would say that our cultural 
divides are less racial and more 
tribal. We’re trying to reduce ra-
cial barriers to opportunity while 
at the same time not creating ar-
tificial quotas in regards to race.

Today’s tribal politics is more 
attitudes and values-based than 
back in the olden days when it 
was something we strictly associ-
ated with ethnicity.

KW: Environmental activist 
Grace Sinden says: Thank you for 
your fine work in illuminating im-
portant issues. What do you see 
as the most critical domestic con-
cern that needs to be addressed by 
our national government?

CP: I would say environmental 
protection is our most important 
long-range issue. In the shorter 
term, as well as the longer term, 
I’ve always said our biggest chal-
lenge is in education, which has 
become even more challenging 
because of income inequality and 

wage stagnation. 
We haven’t confronted the fact 

that people who get their income 
from capital investments have 
benefited while ordinary workers 
who rely on salary have not. So, 
the income gap is getting worse. 
But Washington is in gridlock, 
politically, and I’m pessimistic 
about our making any major im-
provements over the next couple 
years.  

KW: Sangeetha Subramanian 
asks: When you think about your 
legacy how would you like to be 
remembered?

CP: What a wonderful ques-
tion. When I posed that question 
to retiring Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, he looked 
up as if he were surprised, but he 
quickly responded, “That he did 
the best he could with what he 
had.”

It was remarkably humble, but 
to the point. That’s how I’d like to 
be remembered, too.

KW: Is there any question no 
one ever asks you, that you wish 
someone would? 

CP: That’s a good one, too. 
What would I have done, if I had 
not become a political writer? I 
wanted to become an entertain-
ment writer. I’ve always been fas-
cinated by showbiz as much as I 
was by politics.

KW: What is your favorite dish 
to cook?

CP: Pasta and salmon.
 KW: The bookworm Troy 

Johnson question: What was the 
last book you read?

CP: Americanah by Chimam-
anda Ngozi Adichie. She’s dyna-
mite!

KW: When you look in the mir-
ror, what do you see?

CP: I see a guy getting older! 
But I always try to keep my mind 
open or I’d never have figured out 
Twitter and Instagram.

KW: The Ling-Ju Yen ques-
tion: What is your earliest child-
hood memory?

CP: I remember being told by 
my parents when I was 4 that I 
couldn’t go to an amusement park 
advertised on TV because colored 
kids weren’t allowed there. That 
was a bit of a shock and really 
stayed with me over the years.

That was how I first learned 
about racial segregation. Fortu-
nately, I took it as a challenge, 
early on, and it motivated me. 
You never know how a child 
might respond to discrimination. 
It goes both ways. Some kids be-
come embittered.

KW: Thanks again for the 
time, Clarence, I really enjoyed 
our chat.

CP: Same here. Thanks, Kam
To order a copy of “Culture 

Worrier,” visit: 
h t tp : / /www.amazon .com/

exec/obidos/ASIN/193284192X/
ref%3dnosim/thslfofire-20 

By Kam Williams
Interviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Collar
2. Air (prefix)
3. Willing
4. Pointed sticks on the rampart
5. That girl
6. Muslim’s God
7. Singing need
8. Surpass
10. Elementary particle
14. Ballroom dances
17. Peaks
18. Opp. of good
19. Slack
20. Cove
23. Hawkeye State
24. Air pollution
25. Back talk
27. Internal Revenue Service

ACROSS 
1. Hook
5. Keep
9. Nurture
10. Herb
11. Opera solo
12. Souvenir
13. Tuna fish
15. Genius
16. Book bag
18. Person who gives up 
      property
21. Aced
22. Granite-like rock
26. Folded sheet of paper
28. Bod
29. Drug doers
30. Duces
31. Allows
32. Droops

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Stephen Hawking

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

‘Empire’ not only #1 
tv show, but original 
soundtrack is too

Madonna wants to date Drake; 
hits him up on instagram

Robin Thicke, Paula 
Patton officially divorced

‘Selma’ getting second 
run in theaters with 
2-for-1 tickets

Whoa! When you’re hot, 
you’re hot.

By now everyone knows 
that “Empire” is the hottest 
thing on TV … by a mile.

It probably wouldn’t sur-
prise you to learn that suc-
cess has rubbed off on the 
show’s soundtrack. Con-
veniently titled “Original 
Soundtrack From Season 
1 of Empire,” the musical 
collection is now the USA’s 
number 1 album.

The hip-hop soap 
soundtrack debuts at the top 
of the Billboard 200 this 
week, and it’s no rare feat 
- especially for a network 
drama series, according to 
Deadline.

Not only has the sales and 
streams of the freshman show 
beaten a musical icon for the 
top spot but the last time any 
TV soundtrack reached No. 
1 on the charts was back in 
2010, when three Glee col-
lections hit the top spot (also 
a Fox show). Now those 
were covers of classics but 
for a TV soundtrack of tunes 

performed by the original 
artists - it’s been three de-
cades since a network series 
turned the trick. You have to 
go all the way back to the 
first Miami Vice soundtrack, 
which spent 11 nonconsecu-
tive weeks at No. 1 in 1985-
86. Yes, a couple of Hannah 
Montana albums and High 
School Musical soundtracks 
topped in the chart in the 
mid-’00s, but they’re cable 
fodder.

If you’re wondering, Bill-
board’s official numbers are 

due out this morning, but ad-
vance info suggests “Origi-
nal Soundtrack From Season 
1 of Empire” will keep Ma-
donna from having a No. 1 
debut for the first time since 
1998. Sorry Madonna, but 
you’re dealing with some-
thing even you can compete 
with … at least not right 
now.

Empire‘s ratings grew in 
each of its first nine weeks 
on the air and last week hit a 
high of 14.9 million.

Is a “Madrizzy” in the works?
Madonna, who has a thing for rappers, has made 

it known to everyone that she wants a date with 
Drake.

The 56-year-old pop icon told Us Weekly, “The 
lifelong ambition I still want to fulfill is to go on a 
dream date with Drake - and only kiss him.”

About a month ago, she hit the former “Degrassi” 
star up on Instagram after hearing the song “Ma-
donna” on his mixtape, “If You’re Reading This It’s 
Already Too Late” - with a line explicitly referenc-
ing the singer - “You could be as big as Madonna.”

She responded to it on Instagram with a post 
urging the 28-year-old Canadian rapper to get in 
touch.

They separated 13 months 
ago, and now Robin Thicke 
and Paula Patton are offi-
cially divorced, according to 
E! News.

The high school sweet-
hearts began dating in 1993. 
They exchanged vows in 
2005 and welcomed their 
only child, Julian Fuego 
Thicke, in 2010.

In early 2014, after 
Thicke’s career hit another 
level with “Blurred Lines” 
featuring Pharrell and T.I., 
the couple separated. Patton 
officially filed for divorce 
in October, a few months 
after his apology album to 
save their marriage, entitled 
“Paula,” bombed on the 
charts.

Last week, a jury ruled 
that Thicke and Pharrell’s 

“Blurred Lines” infringed on 
Marvin Gaye’s copyrighted 
1977 song “Got to Give It 

Up” and awarded Gaye’s 
family a total of $7.4 mil-
lion.

Paramount really wants 
people to see “Selma.”

The studio announced to-
day (March 18) that director 
Ava DuVernay’s film about 
the civil rights march from 
Selma to Montgomery is get-
ting another push in theaters, 
only this time there’s a two-

for-one ticket offer at partici-
pating venues.

“Selma” will play in 702 
theaters on Friday in honor of 
the 50th anniversary month of 
the march on March 7, 1964.

The special two-for-one 
ticket deal is for a limited 
time, according to Paramount.

“Selma,” first opening in 

select theaters Christmas 
Day, has grossed $51.4 mil-
lion to date.

The movie won an Oscar 
and Golden Globe for best 
original song for John Leg-
end and Common’s “Glory.” 
It was also nominated for an 
Oscar and Globe for best pic-
ture.

‘Empire’ stars Bryshere Y. Gray (Hakeem) and Jussie Smollett (Jamal)

Drake Madonna

Patton and Thicke

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$149

FRESH

WHOLE
FRYERS

PER  LB.

$100

FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

99¢

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$229

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$899

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$249

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$399

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  STEAK

PER  LB.

$459

FRESH  BONELESS

PORK
TENDERLOIN

PER  LB.

$349

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SPRING
WATER

24  PACK

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE  OIL
GALLON  JUG

$599

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SHREDDED
CHEESE

8  OZ.  PKG.

3/$5

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SPREAD

MARGARINE
45  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BUTTER-ME-NOT

BISCUITS
5  CT. .........................................

2/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE  &  
AMERICAN
SINGLES
8 - 12  OZ. .................................. 

3/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

ORANGE  JUICE
GALLON  PLASTIC  JUG  ..................... 

$299

SELECT  VARIETIES

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
VEGETABLES
16  OZ. ..................................... 

4/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CRINKLE  CUT  GRADE  A

POTATOES
5  LB. ........................................

$399

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  
CRUNCHY  FISH  STICKS  
OR  BREADED  FISH  FILLET
11.40 - 12  OZ. ..............................

$249

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

STUFFED 
SANDWICHES
2  CT. ....................................... 

2/$3
ASSORTED  TOPPINGS

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  
PIZZAS
5.2  OZ. .................................... 79¢

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON  GROWN  
RED DELICIOUS

APPLES
PER  LB. 

69¢

FRESH  SWEET

CANTALOUPES
EACH

2/$4
FRESH  EXPRESS  ITALIAN  OR  AMERICAN

SALADS
9 -11  OZ.

$179

SUPER  SELECT  
CUCUMBERS  &  BELL  PEPPERS

EACH

2/89¢

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


