
MEMPHIS - While the FBI 
continues their search for kid-
napping suspect 35-year-old 
Adam Mayes, autopsy results 
have positively identified the 
two bodies found behind his 
parents’ Mississippi residence 
as that of 31-year-old Jo Ann 
Bain and her daughter, 14-year-
old Adrienne Bain.

Hardeman County, Tenn. of-
ficials said that on April 27, 
Mayes was reportedly seen dig-
ging in the backyard of his par-
ents’ residence on Highway 9 
in Guntown, Miss., and an FBI 
spokesman said an FBI Recov-
ery team began excavation on 
the site. The bodies were dis-
covered late Friday night, May 
4, in a shallow grave behind the 
house.

Mayes’ and his wife also live 
at the Highway 9 residence.

FBI official, Deborah Mad-
den, said they are not releasing 
how Jo Ann and Adrienne died 
or what if any kind of physical 
trauma was found on the bod-
ies. Hardeman County officials 
said however, that both Jo Ann 
and Adrienne suffered “seri-
ous bodily injury” as a result of 
their removal or confinement 

during the kidnap-
ping.

Jo Ann’s two other 
daughters, 12-year-
old Alexandria and 
8-year-old Kyliyah 
are still believed to 
be with Bain, who 
unconfirmed sourc-
es said was viewed 
as “an uncle” to 
the girls and baby-
sat for them. He is 
reportedly the ex-
brother-in-law of Jo 
Ann Bain’s husband, 
Gary.

It was Gary Bain who first re-
ported his family missing April 
27, the same day Mayes was 
seen digging in the yard.

Tuesday morning, May 8, 
also saw the arrest and arraign-
ment of Mayes’ wife and moth-
er as conspirators in the kidnap-
ping of the Bain family.

Mayes’ wife, Teresa, was ar-
rested in Tennessee and charged 
with four counts of aggravated 
kidnapping.

Her bond has been set at 
$500,000.

Investigators said Teresa ad-
mitted to a family member last 
week she knew about the kill-
ings, but may have been too 

afraid to come forward.
Teresa allegedly told inves-

tigators in Tennessee that she 
assisted in the kidnapping and 
confinement of Jo Ann Bain 
and her three daughters and 
that she drove them from Har-
deman County, Tenn. to Union 
County, Miss.

Mayes’ mother, Mary Fran-
ces Mayes, also arrested in Ten-
nessee, has been charged with 
four counts of conspiracy to 
commit aggravated kidnapping.

Police records show that 
Mary Frances Mayes admitted 
that she also assisted with the 
kidnapping, but to a lesser de-
gree.

Her bond was set at $300,000.
Adam Mayes, who federal 

officials believe may have al-
tered his appearance, as well as 
that of his victims, may be using 
the aliases Christopher Zachery 
Wylde or Paco Rodrigass.

He is considered armed and 
dangerous and his victims are 
believed to be in extreme danger.

Anyone with information 
that may lead to his location 
and/or the missing victims 
should immediately contact the 
Tennessee Bureau of Investi-
gation at 1-800-TBI-FIND (1-
800-824-3463).

A reward of $50,000 is being 
offered for that information.
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Ward 2 Councilman Chokwe 
Lumumba announced Monday, 
May 7, his candidacy for mayor 
of the city of Jackson. 

Lumumba made the an-
nouncement at 1 p.m. on the 
West steps of Jackson City 
Hall, flanked by supporters car-
rying signs that read, “Elect 
Chokwe Lumumba Mayor.” 
Lumumba has served Ward 2 
since 2009.

“I want you to know that a 
year from today, there will be an 
election for the mayor, and I am 
proud to announce that together 
with the rest of the folks in my 
campaign and the rest of you 
that are here, I am running for 
mayor of the city of Jackson in 
May 2013,” Lumumba said as 
the crowd cheered. “The peo-
ple must decide…the people 
of Jackson must not only elect 
the city officials, they must 
determine what these officials 
should do,” Lumumba contin-
ued. “The government must be 
accountable to the people. Our 
security, prosperity and prog-
ress require that we follow this 
important principle.” 

Lumumba is the first candi-

date to officially throw his hat 
into the race. He released a 
press notice last week. He said 
he wants to be mayor for the 
people.

“As mayor of Jackson, it 
will be my duty to listen as you 
speak and be your voice, city 
servant and leader in develop-
ing and implementing policies 
and programs necessary to 
make our city great and help 
our city grow,” he said.

Lumumba stressed that a 
mayor must discover the will of 
the people and serve it. He said 
he and his campaign offer the 
people’s platform. “This plat-

form is designed to help bring 
economic growth, jobs, fair 
pay for city workers and public 
workers, green industry, youth 
programs and citywide educa-
tion campaigns, better public 
safety, focus and action on 
healthcare, repair of city streets 
and revitalization of city infra-
structure. “This platform arises 
from 24 years of living work-
ing and talking with the people 
of Jackson and over 43 years of 
participation in the movement 
for human rights and political, 

At 76-years-old, a typical 
senior citizen is usually en-
joying his golden years by 
taking long leisurely walks, 
deciding when to get out of 
bed, playing golf, attending 
social functions, spending 
time with grandchildren and 
doing nothing if that’s his de-
sire.

Frank Bluntson is not your 
typical senior citizen.

Serving in his second term 
as city council representative 
for the fourth ward in Jack-
son, Bluntson has his sight 
set on another mission. “I’m 

not shucking and jiving; I 
am serious about running for 
mayor,” Bluntson said to a 
crowd of about 35 gathered at 
Piccadilly Restaurant on I-55 
in North Jackson, Monday, 
May 7.

Bluntson isn’t afraid of the 
grueling schedule that comes 
with being a mayor of a city 
that has about 173,000 resi-
dents. “I feel good and I’m in 
great shape…I’m energized 
by people,” he said. “You 
know on your ‘wellest’ (sic) 
day you can be sick enough to 
die, I’m up for the task.”

Bluntson said the city’s ag-
ing infrastructure; water/sew-

er system and bad road con-
ditions are just a few of the 
areas he will tackle when he 
becomes mayor. “These prob-
lems are not new to this city, 
we can fix them…but you 
have to have someone in the 
driver’s seat that cares about 
the city more than they care 
about themselves and some-
one that knows how to build 
relationships,” Bluntson said. 
“I want to be a salesperson for 
Jackson.”

Bluntson was a strong sup-
porter of former Mayor Frank 

Ward 2 Chokwe Lumumba announcing his candidacy for Mayor on 
the steps of City Hall

BluntsonBluntson’s campaign banner

Jo Ann Bain and oldest daughter dead; 
suspect’s wife and mother charged

Human rights activist, lawyer and 
councilman vies for city’s top job

Council President: 
“I will not micro-manage”

Bluntson
‘Continued on page 6

Lumumba
‘Continued on page 6
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It’s Mother’s Day 
2012
Special Tribute by Barbara 
Sanders

The best way to 
honor someone who 
has passed is to live

- Marvin Sapp 
Pastor/Gospel Music Star
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Curry takes on FOX 
News
Calls network the 
unofficial arm of the 
Republican PartyIn
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e “

”

More than 100 people in-
cluding some that were gay, 
bisexual, straight, community 
advocates, health professionals 
and others gathered at Building 
Bridges in south Jackson 
recently to take on the 
topic of sexual health 
and HIV prevention 
among gay and bi-
sexual men of color.

Kevin Fenton, 
MD, PhD, FFPH, 
director of the 
National Center 
for HIV/AIDS, 
Viral Hepati-
tis, STD, and 
TB Prevention 
( N C H H S T P ) , 
Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), a position he has held 
since November 2005, led this 
open and candid conversation. 
“I believe that the time is now 
to break the barriers, the myths 

and anything for that matter 
that is keeping us silent,” Fen-
ton said. “We are here today to 
learn from each other, with the 
hopes of spreading a broader 
message.”

This type of session 
guided by Fenton and 
others from CDC have 
been held in other 
major cities and are 
opportunities for com-
munity members to 
join the dialogue as all 

stakeholders work 
together to normal-
ize conversations, 
reduce fear and 
stigma and reach 
optimal health.
In Mississippi, 

there is a lot to talk 
about, but because 

most still operate under the old 
adage that ‘Mississippi is in 

Breaking the silence; 
a real conversation 
about HIV/AIDS

Vows to be the people’s voice

Community discussion 
held at Building Bridges

Bluntson enters mayoral race

HIV
Continued on page 6
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A massive manhunt is underway for 35-year-old Adam Mayes who is suspected of 
kidnapping Jo Ann Bain and her three daughters. The bodies of 14-year-old Adri-
enne Bain (center with Mayes) and her mother Jo Ann were found in a shallow 
grave behind Mayes’ house. His wife, Teresa (left) and his mother, Mary Frances 
(right) have since been arrested and charged as accessories in the kidnapping. 
Alexandria (far right with Mayes) and her sister, Kyliyah are still missing. 

By Othor Cain
Managing Editor

Celebrating Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13
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3Hosemann: DOJ employees 
FB comments ‘unprofessional’

Report: Jackson 
tourism revenue 
tops $294 million

Congressman wants 
federal probe of 
Miss. shooting

University turnover 
rate sign of pressure

3 high school students 
injured in crash

Mississippi’s top election official questions whether the U.S. Justice 
Department will fairly consider the state’s voter ID law after a depart-
ment employee criticized the state on Facebook.

Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann said Stephanie Gyamfi, 
a civil rights analyst for the department, posted Mississippi should 
change its motto to “disgusting and shameful.” “...Forget the Magnolia 
State motto.” Hosemann called the comments “unprofessional” and 
“unwarranted.” “And I am sick of those who don’t live here stereotyp-
ing our state,” Hosemann said. Hosemann said the comments are 
proof that Mississippi cannot get a fair look at its new voter I.D. law. 
Voters approved it last fall, but because of Mississippi’s history of ra-
cial discrimination, it needs federal approval for any election changes. 
“A state, or any citizen, expects its government to give you the best 
impartial treatment. We’re entitled to that. That’s not happening here,” 
Hosemann said. The chief of the Justice Department’s voting section, 
Christian Herren, said the department reviewed Gyamfi’s remarks 
and found they weren’t work related. He said she made them after 
University of Southern Mississippi students chanted “Where’s your 
green card?” to a Puerto Rican basketball player.

A new report estimates tourists spent $294.3 million in 
Mississippi’s capital city in 2011.

The Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau estimates 
that 3.05 million people visited the city’s tourist attractions, 
festivals, conventions, or traveled via motor coach.

The bureau estimates that spending supports 20,400 
jobs, paying a cumulative $409 million. That’s an average 
salary of $20,000 a year.

Officials also estimated that businesses and govern-
ments invested $19 million in tourism-related construction 
in the capital city in 2011.

Mississippi collected an estimated $588 million in state 
and local tax revenues from tourists in the 2011 budget 
year. That includes $438.4 million in state taxes and 
$149.2 million in local taxes.

A congressman has asked federal authorities to investi-
gate a shootout involving investigators from the Mississippi 
attorney general’s office and two men allegedly hired to kill 
a divorce lawyer.

U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, a Mississippi Democrat, 
said Tuesday (May 8) he asked the FBI, the U.S. Justice 
Department and the U.S. Attorney’s Office to investigate 
the April 28 shooting in Greenwood attorney Lee Abraham’s 
office. One suspect was killed, another was wounded and a 
bullet grazed an investigator’s leg during the shooting.

Dr. Arnold Smith is charged with hiring men to kill Abra-
ham, who represented the oncologist’s ex-wife during their 
divorce in the 1990s. Police charged Smith and the alleged 
assassin who survived with conspiracy and capital murder.

Thompson said his office has received “numerous com-
plaints” about the shooting.

Turnover among Mississippi’s public university leaders is slightly 
higher than the national average, but local administrators say short 
presidencies aren’t necessarily a cause for concern.

Rather, they indicate the growing pressures heaped upon the 
contemporary college president. “These are difficult jobs,” Higher 
Education Commissioner Hank Bounds said. “They’re 24/7. You’re 
always on duty. You live in a glass house. You have so many con-
stituencies. “They’re quite complex, and when you think that through, 
it’s pretty easy to understand why the length of tenure isn’t as long 
as it once was,” he said. The state College Board has conducted 14 
presidential searches since 2000 and will soon begin another - and may 
not get much of a break. Martha Saunders, president of the University 
of Southern Mississippi, has announced she is resigning June 30, 
and Donna Oliver, president of Mississippi Valley State University, is 
a finalist for the top position at West Virginia State University.

Saunders, who began serving in 2007, cited fatigue as her reason 
for stepping down into a faculty position at the school.

“It’s a tired that I’ve never felt before,” she said at an April 27 news 
conference.

Three Terry High School students were injured in a traffic 
accident Tuesday afternoon, May 8, on Interstate 55. It hap-
pened in the northbound lanes near Wynndale Road in Hinds 
County.

Corporal Odis Easterling of the Mississippi Highway Patrol 
said the students’ white Nissan Maxima ran off the highway 
and into the median, flipping several times.

The cable barrier kept it from crossing into oncoming traf-
fic, but two of the teenagers were ejected from the car. One 
was air-lifted to a Jackson hospital. A third teen inside the car 
was also injured.

Easterling said two of the victims are juniors at Terry High 
School. The other is a sophomore.

It’s not clear yet what caused them to run off the interstate.
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Voice of Calvary President 
and CEO Phil Reed celebrated 
his 63rd birthday last month by 
coordinating a healthy challenge 
- “On the Road to Health” - a bike 
ride on the Natchez Trace.

Reed galvanized the interest 
of others to join his 63-mile bike 
riding effort, representing each 
year of his life. “I love biking; it’s 
in my DNA,” he said.

Friends and others were en-
couraged to pledge $1 or more for 
each mile Reed road or for each 
mile other riders road as well. 

“We had two main goals,” 
Reed told The Mississippi Link. 
“The first and most important 
was to focus on health issues in 
our community, especially obe-
sity and early cancer detection. 
As you know, Mississippi leads 
the nation in obesity and child-
hood obesity, which is related to 
a lack of proper eating and ex-
ercise. We had a Friday evening 
kick-off event in which we of-
fered healthy eating demonstra-
tions and healthy food. 

“Our second goal was to raise 
funds for the American Cancer 
Society, New Horizon Ministries, 
and VOCM. We raised about 
$9,000 after expenses. Not as 
much as I would have liked, but 
successful given that this was our 
first year.”

There were three riders (young 
men) who participated in the full 
63-mile course with Reed and ap-
proximately 15 men and women 
who rode in shorter distances 

Reed said the effort was suc-
cessful in that it raised many in-
dividuals’ consciousness about 
the importance of good health. 

“The most gratifying thing is that 
I have had dozens of people - 
mostly men - who say they have 
been motivated to get a bike and 
start training now so they can ride 
next year,” said Reed. “Some 
were just embarrassed that they 
couldn’t keep up with this old 
man.”

Because of that, he and others 
are forming the On the Road to 
Health Bike Club to offer month-
ly events centered around biking.

“We will have our second an-
nual ride next year - 64 miles this 
time.” he said.

Reed said he is truly grateful 
to the “great” sponsors he and 

organizers were able to secure 
for the health conscious project. 
They were BankPlus, Walter 
Payton Center at Jackson State 
University, Clear Channel/Halle-
lujah 95.5 FM, the Jackson Medi-
cal Mall, Wal-Mart, Blue Cross/
Blue Shield, The Bike Crossing, 
The Bike Rack, American Cancer 

Society, American Medical Re-
sponse, New Horizon Ministries.

For more information on how 
to become a participant in the On 
the Road to Health Bike Club, 
contact Reed at Voice of Cavary 
Ministries by calling 601-969-
3088, ext 12 or Email: philreed@
vocm.org

The Legacy for Children TM in 
Mississippi continues, thanks to 
the recent refunding of the proj-
ect between Friends of Children 
of Mississippi (FCM), Inc. and 
the Mississippi Action for Prog-
ress (MAP).

“We are off and running 
again,” said FCM Executive Di-

rector Marvin Hogan. 
According to released in-

formation, “Legacy for Chil-
drenTM is an evidence based, 
parent-focused intervention ap-
proach, developed by the Cen-
ter for Disease Control (CDC) 
and Prevention and designed 
to improve child development 
by supporting positive parent-
ing among low-income mothers 

of infants and young children.” 
The project partnered with the 
Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF) Region IV Of-
fice of Early Head Start/Head 
Start to support the delivery of 
the Legacy project in five Early 
Head Start sites in four states 
(Mississippi, Georgia, Florida 
and Kentucky).

“We are in our second year 

with this funding,” said Deputy 
Director/Early Head Start Di-
rect Cathy Gaston of FCM. 

Legacy Mississippi represents 
collaboration between two Head 
Start/Early Head Start grantees. 
These sites are the FCM - Jones 
Early Head Start in Laurel, Miss. 
and MAP - Gilliam Early Head 
Start in Greenwood, Miss. The 
two grantees share one Early 
Intervention specialist, Shirley 
Moore, who travels nearly 200 
miles between the Early Head 
Start centers to facilitate parents 
and parent interactive groups.

“We teach parenting skills. 
We have parent-dyad classes 
at both sites where the parents 
work directly with the child,” 
said Gaston. She noted that 
some of the activities include 
painting, pretend and play to 
help develop the child’s cogni-
tive skills. She said the program 
is very successful and the “par-
ents see the importance of work-
ing with their children through 
play.”

“I have gained so much self-
esteem. I have learned to love 
myself and strive for success 
so I can be a great parent to my 
child,” one of the Legacy moth-
ers is quoted as saying in the 
program’s brochure.

This project supports the 
implementation of the Office 
of Head Start (HS), Nation-
al Center on Parent, Family 
and Community Engagement 
framework to effectively engage 

with parents, families 
and communities to 
promote children’s 
healthy development 
and learning. The 
Legacy goals intend 
to influence parents 
to make thoughtful 
choices that lead to 
better child develop-
ment outcomes. The 
five overall Legacy 
goals are as follow:

• Promote maternal respon-
sibility, maternal invest-
ment and maternal devo-
tion of time and energy for 
the child;

• Promote responsive, sensi-
tive mother-child relations;

• Support mothers as guides 
in their children’s behavior-
al and emotional regulation;

• Promote each mother’s fa-
cilitation of her childen’s 
verbal and cognitive devel-

opment; and 
• Promote mother’s sense of 

community
The project’s long-term ex-

pected outcome is that “chil-
dren will have the capacity to be 
self-supporting and emotionally 
healthy in order to lead produc-
tive lives and to become produc-
tive citizens.”

For more information, contact 
Legacy Early Intervention Spe-
cialist Shirley Moore at (601) 
321-0960 Ext. 12 or email: shir-
ley_moore@fcmi-ms.us
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30-mile riders taking off

Children and mothers learning through playing

Children engaged in a learning activity

63-mile participants pray before the ride Phil Reed leads the prayer for the event

15-mile fun ride riders taking off

Voice of Calvary CEO’s biking effort a success

Friends of Children of Miss. and Miss. Action for 
Progress refunded for Legacy for ChildrenTM

Project nets $9,000; encourages others to bikeBy Gail M. Brown
Editor

By Gail M. Brown
Editor
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‘American Idol’ kicks off to-
night with one less singer, but 
18-year-old Brandon country 
rocker, Skylar Laine, said she 
has no regrets. The Mississippi 
native was voted off last week in 
a move that left ‘Idol’ judge Jen-
nifer Lopez in tears.

Laine said it was sad at first 
being voted off. She’d even de-
cided what songs she would 
sing this week, Steve Miller’s 
“Rock’n Me” and the Broad-
way tune, “On My Own,” from 
the musical Les Miserables - 
when she learned last week that 
she and Hollie Cavanagh, from 
McKinney, Texas, were in the 
bottom two, the Associated Press 
said.

“I just remember saying, `I’m 
going home.’ I even told Hollie 
that. I can’t really explain why. 
I just had a feeling,’’ Laine told 

The Clarion-Ledger in a tele-
phone interview from Holly-
wood.

“It’s sad right at first,’’ she 
said. “But to be honest, I’m al-
most relieved. I’m happy; I re-
ally am. I don’t have to deal with 
picking songs, being judged.

“It was fun. It’s amazing to 
make the Top 5. And I don’t 
think I will ever be able to fully 
thank the people of Mississippi 
who carried me so far. To think 
of what everyone did for me is 
just overwhelming.’’

Laine rocked the house with 
her exit song: Miranda Lam-
bert’s “Gunpowder and Lead.’’ 
She said she was thinking how 
much she’d miss everyone on 
the show, and that she could soon 
go home and see her family and 
friends, the AP reported.

Laine said ‘Idol’ has made her 
more determined for a career in 
country music.

“I am so ready to make an al-
bum, and sing and write the kind 
of songs I want to,’’ she said.

Country superstar and former 
‘Idol’ winner, Carrie Underwood 
reportedly said she has no idea 
who will win this season’s ‘Idol, 
now that Skylar Laine is out of 
the competition.

Laine’s sister, Blair Harden, 
said, “It’s amazing anytime 
someone reaches the Top 5 on 
American Idol, but when it’s 
your sister ... it’s sorta crazy. But 
I’ve heard people on the radio 
and on TV singing for years, and 
I would say, ‘Skylar can do that.’ 
And she has.’’

The Mississippi Legislature 
recently honored the state’s first 
African-American women judges. 
The concurrent resolution recog-
nized Hinds County Chancellors 
Denise Owens and Patricia Wise, 
Fourth District Circuit Judge Betty 
W. Sanders, Sixth District Circuit 
Judge Lillie Blackmon Sanders, 
and Court of Appeals Judge Er-
mea J. Russell.

House Concurrent Resolution 
50, introduced by Rep. Alyce 
Griffin Clarke and co-sponsored 
by 20 other representatives, said, 
“Honoring the achievements of 
the first African-American female 
judges in Mississippi is commend-
able evidence of the progression 
toward equality in this state.”

The judges were recognized at 
the Capitol on Feb. 21. The resolu-
tion was adopted by the House on 
Feb. 21 and by the Senate Feb. 24.

Judge Wise said, “We were so 
happy to be honored, no so much 
for ourselves, but for young wom-
en, the next generation. When I go 
out and talk to seventh and eighth 
graders, for them to know that op-
portunity is there for them is what 
is so important to me.”

Judge Wise and Judge Owens 
have helped organize and present 
an annual program which intro-
duces female middle school stu-
dents to legal and other careers.

“It was very emotional,” Judge 
Lillie Sanders said.

Sanders became the first Afri-
can-American woman to serve 
on the state trial bench in Febru-
ary 1989, when former Gov. Ray 
Mabus appointed her to an unex-
pired term in the Sixth Circuit Dis-
trict. She was elected to the circuit 
bench in 1994.

Chancellors Owens and Wise 
were elected in a special election 
in 1989. Gov. Mabus appointed 
Judge Betty Sanders in 1989 as a 
special magistrate at the Mississip-
pi State Penitentiary at Parchman. 
She was elected to a Fourth Circuit 
judgeship in 1994.

Judge Russell became the first 
African-American woman to 

serve on the Mississippi Court of 
Appeals on May 20, 2011. Gov. 
Haley Barbour appointed her to a 
vacancy.

Judge Russell, of Flora, was 
previously appointed to the Hinds 
County Circuit Court, where she 
served 1998-1999. She served 
as a senior trial attorney for the 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission 1999-2007. She also 
served as Secretary of the Missis-
sippi Senate, chief counsel to Lt. 
Gov. Eddie Briggs and Assistant 
Commissioner of Intercultural 
Relations at the state Institutions 
of Higher Learning. Judge Russell 
has served in the U.S. Army Re-
serve since 1973. She is a veteran 
of Operations Enduring Freedom 
and Iraqi Freedom.

Judge Lillie Sanders, of Nat-
chez, is a former municipal judge 
and youth court public defender. 
She presides over a Drug Court. 
She serves on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Mississippi Association 
of Drug Court Professionals and 
the Access to Justice Commission.

Judge Betty Sanders, of Green-
wood, presides over a Drug Court. 
She served on the State Drug 
Court Advisory Committee and 
as an officer of the Mississippi 
Association of Drug Court Profes-
sionals. She is former chair of the 
Conference of Circuit Judges. She 
is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Mississippi Volun-
teer Lawyers Project. She served 
on the Commission on Judicial 
Performance, the Complaint Tri-
bunal and Ethics Committee of the 
Mississippi Bar. She was inducted 
as a Fellow of the Mississippi Bar 
Foundation in 2006.

Judge Owens has served as 
co-chair of the Access to Justice 
Commission since 2006. She was 
president of the Conference of 
Chancery Judges. She served on 
the Task Force on Gender Fair-
ness.

Judge Wise is former chair of 
the Commission on Judicial Per-
formance. She has served as a 
member of the Complaint Tribu-
nal and the Ethics Committee of 
the Mississippi Bar.

Skylar Laine, the 18-year-old teen from Brandon who rocked the 
house on ‘American Idol,’ has been eliminated. 

The Mississippi Legislature recently honored the state’s first African-
American women judges. House Concurrent Resolution 50 honored 
(left to right) Court of Appeals Judge Ermea J. Russell, Circuit Judge 
Lillie Blackmon Sanders, Circuit Judge Betty W. Sanders, Chancery 
Judge Denise Owens and Chancery Judge Patricia Wise. 

Voted off ‘Idol,’ contestant 
Skylar remains upbeat

Legislature honors 
black women judges

Whether it’s getting a commuter 
to work, an elderly resident to a 
doctor’s visit, or a young child to 
the Boys and Girl Club, Choctaw 
Transit has been a driving force for 
economic opportunity and improv-
ing the quality of life for area resi-
dents for over 30 years.

Keeping with its mission, Choc-
taw Transit has recently extended 
its service between the Pearl River 
and Bogue Chitto communities, 
with stops in the City of Philadel-
phia, where it will be able to con-
nect more riders with services and 

employment opportunities. Choc-
taw Transit currently serves the five 
county area of Kemper, Neshoba, 
Leake, Newton and Winston coun-
ties, and is an active member of the 
East Central Transit Action Group 
(EZTAG) region which includes 
Clark, Jasper, Kemper, Lauderdale, 
Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott 
and Smith counties.

And while it primarily serves the 
Choctaw communities in the area, 
anyone who lives along the service 
route is eligible and encouraged to 
use the service.

A vibrant public transportation 

system is necessary for economic 
development and to improve the 
mobility of the Pearl River com-
munity’s residents, according to 
Choctaw Chief Phylliss J. Ander-
son.

“It’s essential that we provide re-
liable and affordable transportation 
services to our tribal members,” 
Chief Anderson said. “Many of our 
students, elders and members from 
outlying communities depend on 
the services of transit every day.

“We are very fortunate not only 
to have great staff running our pro-
gram but also support and assis-

tance from a number of funding 
sources including the Mississippi 
Department of Transportation 
and the Federal Transit Adminis-
tration,” Anderson added. “I am 
happy that we can work together 
with our surrounding communi-
ties to partner in these services.”

MDOT takes an active role in 
assisting public transit programs 
around the state, like Choctaw 
Transit, because these services 
are vital to improving the quality 
of life for the people they serve, 
according to Central District 
Transportation Commissioner 
Dick Hall.

“Choctaw Transit has played 
an important role in improv-
ing the quality of life for the 
people of the Pearl River Com-
munity and surrounding area for 
over three decades,” Hall said. 
“MDOT recognizes the impor-
tant role the service has in getting 
people to work, children to the 
Boys and Girls Club and those 
with medical needs to the care 
they need. This is a vital service, 
especially in a rural area, that im-
proves mobility and opportunity 
for a large number of residents.”

Choctaw Transit: Driving opportunity

By Monica Land
Staff Writer

By Monica Land
Staff Writer

Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earl S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Choctaw Chief Phylliss J. Anderson 
(pictured) said funding for the Choc-
taw Transit, a public transportation 
system, is crucial because it provides 
reliable and affordable transporta-
tion to students, the elderly and tribal 
members. 
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Lumumba
Continued from page 1

economic and social empower-
ment of urban populations,” he 
said.

Lumumba also pointed out 
“that the economic frontier is 
where Jackson needs to turn its 
public dollars in order to employ 
more people and pay the people 
that do that work more money, 
so they can turn that money  
around and put it into the tax 
base of the city of Jackson.” He 
also said the city needs econom-
ic missions. 

In his press release, he said 
his candidacy is “an opportu-
nity now to bring a new vision 
to Jackson that will bring eco-
nomic development and needed 
jobs to greater Jackson and not 
just downtown. Public funds 
must be used for the benefit of 
the majority of the residents of 
Jackson not for the private ben-
efit of a few.” 

While Lumumba was making 
his announcement for the post 
at City Hall, his council col-
league Frank Bluntson of Ward 
4 was announcing his run for 
mayor at a restaurant in North-
east Jackson. Asked what would 
he tell the people to distinguish 

his campaign from others who 
enter the race, Lumumba imme-
diately responded: “First of all, 
I will tell the people of Jackson 
that we are fortunate that we 
have people who will stand up 
and come to the position and 
try to serve. The more people 
who want to serve, the better it 
is, but as far as my campaign is 
concerned, I’m running for the 
office. I’m not running against 
anybody. And, you won’t hear 
me making negative campaign 
statements about anybody else. 
You’re going to have to evaluate 
my track record based upon the 
track records of other people.”

According to his biography, 
Lumumba is a native of Detroit 
who earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in political science from 
Kalamazoo College in Kalama-
zoo. Mich. and his Juris Doctor-
ate from Wayne State University 
in Detroit.

He has done work in support 
of Hurricane Katrina survivors, 
and he organized the Jackson 
Human Rights Coalition which 
helped pressure the State to retry 
the murderer of NAACP Field 
Secretary Medgar Evers. He has 

fought drug trafficking and gang 
violence.

His career has occasionally 
been met with opposition and 
controversy during his fight 
against violation of human 
rights by local, state and na-
tional law enforcement and in-
telligence agencies and vigilante 
groups. He has confronted the 
Ku Klux Klan in Michigan and 
Mississippi. 

He also is widely known for 
his efforts in the release of the 
Scott Sisters from what many 
described as an “unjust” prison 
sentence.

Lumumba’s supporters say 
they are encouraged by his deci-
sion to run for mayor.

“I’m supporting Mr. Lumum-
ba because he’s an honorable 
man,” said Juanita Blackmon. 
“He does what he says he is 
going to do, and I think Jack-
son needs a change. This is the 
capital of Mississippi, and we 
have no jobs and the streets in 
the communities are very poorly 
maintained, and I think he can 
make a difference.” 

Blackmon is a member of the 
Jackson Council of Elders.

Bluntson
Continued from page 1

Melton and admired his 
style of management. “When 
Melton was in office, every 
city council member had ac-
cess to department heads, we 
could talk to them, follow up 
with them and ensure things 
were getting done in our 
wards,” he said. “That is not 
the case now and as a result, 
our wards are suffering.”

Bluntson said when coun-
cil members are elected, most 
people expect council mem-
bers to get things done in their 
wards and in this city. “This 
strong-mayor, weak council 
form of government is hinder-
ing progress in this city…ul-
timately our constituents look 
to us for answers but we can’t 

get anything done because of 
Mayor Johnson’s leadership 
style,” Bluntson said to cheers 
and applause. “We need to 
stop micro-managing and start 
hiring qualified people and let 
them do their jobs.”

Rev. R.K. Moore, pas-
tor of Stronger Hope Baptist 
Church in north Jackson, is 
serving as co-chairperson of 
the committee to elect Frank 
Bluntson Mayor 2013.

“Frank will have strong 
support from a diverse coali-
tion of people because most 
folk understand that we as a 
city and as a people are suf-
fering in this city; the table 
is shrinking,” Moore said. 
“Frank will ensure that the 

table is expanded.”
Moore said more people 

should be at the table. “When 
I moved to Jackson more than 
20 years ago, this city was 
thriving. The business class 
was engaged and homeown-
ers were involved. Those days 
are gone and like most of you, 
I’m ready to return to those 
glory days,” he said. “Frank 
can help get us there.”

Bluntson said his theme for 
his mayoral campaign is “To-
gether We Can Do Better.” 

“I really believe that we can 
get more accomplished by 
working together than we can 
working separately,” Blun-
ston said. “I tell everybody, 
hold on help is on the way.”

HIV
Continued from page 1

the bible belt’ very few conver-
sations are taking place.

In Mississippi, there are 9,905 
people living with HIV, 6 per-
cent are under 25 years old and 
25 percent or 1 in every four are 
in Hinds County for a total of 
2,484 county wide.

According to CDC’s 2011 
HIV Surveillance report, Jack-
son has the third highest rate of 
AIDS diagnosis and the fourth 
highest rate of HIV infections 
diagnosed in 2010. 

African Americans face the 
most severe burden of HIV of 
all racial/ethnic groups in the 
United States (US). Despite 
representing only 14 percent of 
the U.S. population in 2009, Af-
rican Americans accounted for 
44 percent of all new HIV in-
fections in that year. Compared 
with members of other races and 
ethnicities, African Americans 
account for a higher proportion 
of HIV infections at all stages of 
disease - from new infections to 
deaths.

A quick glance at CDC’s web-
site gives this information about 
new infections among blacks:

The Numbers
New HIV Infections

*In 2009, black men ac-
counted for 70 percent of the 
estimated new HIV infections 
among all blacks. The estimated 
rate of new HIV infection for 
black men was more than six 
and a half times as high as that 
of white men, and two and a half 
times as high as that of Latino 
men or black women.

*In 2009, black men who have 
sex with men (MSM)  represent-
ed an estimated 73  percent of 
new infections among all black 
men, and 37 percent among all 
MSM. More new HIV infec-
tions occurred among young 
black MSM (aged 13-29) than 
any other age and racial group 
of MSM. In addition, new HIV 
infections among young black 
MSM increased by 48 percent 
from 2006-2009.

*In 2009, black women ac-
counted for 30 percent of the 
estimated new HIV infections 
among all blacks. Most (85 per-
cent) black women with HIV ac-
quired HIV through heterosexu-
al sex. The estimated rate of new 
HIV infections for black women 
was more than 15 times as high 
as the rate for white women, and 
more than three times as high as 

that of Latina women.
According to the CDCs web-

site, sexual health is defined as 
a state of physical, emotional, 
mental and social well being in 
relation to sexuality; it is not 
merely the absence of disease, 
dysfunction or infirmity. 

Sexual health requires a posi-
tive and respectful approach to 
sexuality and sexual relation-
ships, as well as the possibility of 
having pleasurable and safe sex-
ual experiences, free of coercion, 
discrimination and violence.

While this is the written and 
workable definition, Fenton and 
his team are crafting another 
definition that will also include 
a spiritual component. “We be-
lieve at the very heart of every 
black person there is a spiritual 
core and we want to embrace 
that as we move this conversa-
tion forward,” Fenton said.

Fenton and his team gathered 
information from the group they 
hope to use to craft a message 
of inclusiveness, create a wider 
network of individuals and or-
ganizations working in HIV 
prevention and to improve the 
overall sexual health of MSM of 
color.

6 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.commay 10 - 16, 2012



www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 7May 10 - 16, 2012

OPINION

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

The crack 
epidemic of the 
‘80s and ’90s, 
produced wide-
spread fears that 
prenatal expo-
sure to the drug 

would produce a generation 
of severely damaged chil-
dren. Crack addicted moth-
ers were villainized, not only 
because of their lifestyles but 
because they put their unborn 
children at risk. The fact that 
crack cocaine is an illicit drug 
only compounded the ostra-
cism heaped upon these moth-
ers. What’s happening now is 
perhaps viewed differently by 
many but the ramifications are 
very similar.

In the past decade, there 
has been a fivefold increase 
in expectant mothers who 
are addicted to opiates. In 
most cases, these opiates are 
prescription drugs. As in the 
crack plague, the most vulner-
able victims are babies who 
are born to these addicted 
mothers. Neonatal Abstinence 
Syndrome (NAS), a group of 
problems that occur in a new-
born who were exposed to ad-
dictive illegal or prescription 
drugs while in the mother’s 
womb, can last anywhere 
from one week to six months. 

Babies suffering from NAS 
often have low birth weight, 
irritability, tremors, feeding 
problems, rapid breathing 
and sometimes seizures. Un-
like most babies who can be 
soothed by being fed or cud-
dled, these babies are often 
inconsolable. 

Physicians are often equally 
to blame with regard to people 
addicted to prescription drugs. 
There seems to be liberaliza-
tion in prescribing pain medi-
cations by far too many phy-
sicians. The addicts, on the 
other hand, are more often in 
denial. Their attitude is, “If 
there were any real dangers, 
the doctors wouldn’t have 
prescribed it.” Once they are 
addicted however, any sense 
of responsibility for self or 
an unborn child is greatly re-
duced. Getting one’s “fix” 
takes priority. Many doc-
tors have assumed the role of 
“neighborhood pusher” easily 
prescribing pain killers to pa-
tients who demand them. 

Vicodin and Oxycontin are 
two drugs often prescribed for 
pain due to injury or disease. 
The attitude of the women 
who take them is, “I have pain 
and as long as I have pain, I 
should be able to take medi-
cation.” The problem, in my 
mind, is women know they’re 
pregnant and disregard the 
possible consequence to the 
fetus by using these highly 
addictive drugs. Many of the 
same problems can be present 
in newborns when their moth-
ers drink alcohol while they 
are pregnant. 

As with children born to 
women who were drinking, 
smoking cigarettes or using 
illicit drugs while they were 
pregnant, short term and long 
term medical or psychologi-
cal problems are not inescap-
able. Many children will do 
well in spite of their mother’s 
thoughtlessness (putting it 
mildly). The question is do we 
really want to play Russian 
roulette with our children’s 
lives? Children have enough 
to face coming into this world 
of uncertainty without being 

saddled with a problem that 
could have absolutely been 
prevented with just a little 
forethought. 

Babies born addicted to 
opiates have tripled in recent 
years. It has become a public 
health emergency. Addicted 
newborns require much lon-
ger hospital stays. In addition, 
they often have to be given the 
same drugs their mother was 
addicted to until they can be 
weaned off of them. Because 
of their usually low birth 
weight the danger of them 
dying because of a drug over-
dose is much greater. It has 
also been shown that when 
pregnant women use opiates, 
they increase their chance of 
delivering a stillborn baby. 

Drug addiction (including 
alcohol and tobacco) is a se-
rious problem in this country. 
Prescription drug addiction 
is the “elephant in the room” 
however. It goes to the heart 
of two supposedly legitimate 
public health institutions - the 
medical establishment and the 
pharmaceutical industry. More 
often than not their customers 
trust that they will bring them 
back to a state of health, not 
lead them down the road to 
drug dependency.

Adults have the ability to 
choose what they take into 
their bodies. Unborn infants 
do not. Women who are preg-
nant and are taking opiates or 
any other mind-altering drug 
need to seek help immediate-
ly. Children should be given 
a fresh start when they come 
into the world. They deserve 
it. 

Alim Gaynor is founder and 
president of Seedpod Empow-
erment Institute. For more in-
formation, call 769-798-5247 
or E-mail us: alimgaynor@
gmail.com

One hundred 
and nine Bennett 
College students 
shook my hand 
and received 
their diplomas 
last Saturday 

(May 5). With big smiles and a 
little swagger, they went through 
the time-honored ceremonies of 
baccalaureate and commence-
ment. And, we were blessed to 
have phenomenal friends join us. 
Rev. Al Sharpton was our bac-
calaureate speaker, and former 
Secretary of Labor Alexis Her-
man was our graduation speaker. 
Between the two of them they 
offered lessons for graduates all 
over the world.

Rev. Sharpton is an excep-
tional leader, brother and friend. 
He made lots of accommoda-
tions (including the taping of his 
show) to get to Bennett on time. 
He was gracious, kind and took 
pictures with all my folks. But 
most importantly, he brought 
an incredible message to the 
campus. He told our students to 
claim their crown, claim their 
destiny. He reminded them of 
the many ways that the rejected 
eventually prevail and asked 
them to claim their crown. Earn-
ing several minutes of standing 
applause, it is clear that Rev. 
Sharpton knocked it out of the 
park.

And then we had Secretary 
Herman whose down-home hu-
mor and corporate knowledge 
combined to offer sage, savvy, 
and humorous advice. She shared 

that a potential employer said the 
best job she could get was as a 
secretary, and she fulfilled his 
prediction by being Secretary of 
Labor for the United States.

Secretary Herman offered stu-
dents valuable advice about nav-
igating a sluggish labor market 
that only generated 115,000 jobs 
last month. More than 170,000 
people withdrew from the la-
bor market because they are so 
discouraged that they think the 
jobs are not there. But my sis-
ter Alexis Herman didn’t dwell 
on the negative, but encouraged 
students to be positive and en-
couraged, to do their homework 
and prepare for interviews, to be 
focused and phenomenal. 

It is important to note that she 
is the woman the late icon Doro-
thy Irene Height laid hands on, a 
sister who brings us all together 
and encourages us all to make a 
difference.

Between Herman and Sharp-
ton, my students got a blessing. 
They were told to persevere, to 
accept their crown and destiny, 
and to do their homework to 
make their dreams come true. 
While Herman and Sharpton 
were simply speaking to Ben-
nett students, in some ways they 
were speaking to our nation and 
our world. They were reminding 
us that despite tough and crazy 
economic times, each of us can 
make a difference when we are 
focused, committed, and for-
ward thinking.

There are more than 1.7 mil-
lion young people, and some 
not so young, who will gradu-
ate from college this month or 

in June. Not many will have the 
one-two punch of Rev. Al Sharp-
ton and Alexis Herman. I am 
glad to have them as my friends. 
They are luminaries, and vi-
sionaries; folks who speak both 
ebonics and high phonics. They 
sowed into the lives of 109 Ben-
nett women who have graduated, 
but they have also sowed into the 
life of our nation. I have been 
blessed to have them grace our 
campus.

The essence of the Sharpton/
Herman message was powerful. 
Rev. Sharpton urged us to claim 
our crown, our dignity, and the 
array of our possibilities. The 
Honorable Alexis Herman re-
minded us that to win the game, 
we have to play it. Between 
them, they advised Bennett stu-
dents to clam their destiny, even 
in a tough economy. It’s an in-
teresting time. Young people are 
being kicked to the curb with the 
possibility that Pell grants will 
be further cut and interest rates 
may rise on student loans.

The bottom line is that this is a 
tough and challenging economy 
and there are opportunities. At 
Bennett there were two speakers 
who urged students to claim their 
crown, to never give up, despite 
the challenges of the economy. 
Their message hit home on our 
campus, but it also hit home in 
our nation and our world. Thank 
you, Rev. Al Sharpton and Hon. 
Alexis Herman for coming to 
Bennett and sharing your wis-
dom with our students.

Julianne Malveaux is presi-
dent of Bennett College for 
Women in Greensboro, N.C.

The Al Sharpton-Alexis Herman 
combo at Bennett College

Mitt Romney leads ‘Circle of Clowns’

I recently saw a 
fascinating com-
mentary where 
a right-wing 
pundit, while 
discussing the 

purported strengths of Mitt 
Romney, indicated that Rom-
ney had no strongly held be-
liefs. He went on to say that 
contrary to other candidates 
who have been described as 
flip-floppers, Romney did not 
change from one strong view 
to another strong view. He 
never had a strong view in the 
beginning.

My mouth dropped. I could 
not believe that this right-
winger was trying to portray 
the fact that Mitt Romney, 
the presumptive Republican 
nominee for president, es-
sentially believed in noth-
ing - this was a good thing. 
This has turned the Republi-
can primary race, which had 
been described as a “circle 
of clowns,” into a stand-up 
comedy routine. Can they 
possibly be serious that the 
candidacy of someone who 
believes in nothing should be 
supported by the electorate?

On one level, this should 
not surprise any of us. Rom-
ney has been lusting for the 
nomination and clearly has 
been willing to say or do any-

thing in order to secure it. This 
has to be linked with the man-
ner in which both ignorance 
and irrationality are being 
celebrated by the Republican 
Party’s staunchest supporters. 
Attacks on President Obama 
for suggesting that it would 
be great for U.S. children to 
attend college matched with 
continual denial of climate 
change (have you checked the 
weather recently?) all point 
toward an enhanced cynicism 
that has entered the electoral 
realm.

Political leaders, particu-
larly on the right, will appeal 
to the worst instincts within 
the electorate and play on 
fears or prejudices in order to 
win. And if that means shift-
ing one’s opinions, so be it.  
It just helps, I suppose, when 
shifting one’s opinion is not 
particularly painful since 
one’s original ideas were not 
that important in the first 
place.

The November elections 
hold many potential perils. 
Disappointment with what 
Obama has not done; dis-
agreement with some of what 
his administration has done; 
and unease over our economic 
situations, all of which could 
lead many voters who would 
otherwise vote in a liberal or 
progressive direction to sit 
out the election. This could 

mean not only that someone 
as vacuous as Romney could 
be elected, but in some ways, 
more importantly, it could 
mean that very bad and bank-
rupt right-wing politicians at 
the Congressional and local 
levels could also win. For 
this reason, while you may be 
tempted to laugh at Romney 
and his emptiness, you do so 
at your own peril.

While I am certainly one 
who has had significant dis-
agreements with the Obama 
administration, the question I 
keep asking is: What would a 
Romney administration look 
like? 

I am not as comfortable as 
former President Jimmy Cart-
er who recently suggested 
that he could be content with a 
Romney presidency. It seems 
to me that a rich man who has 
no significant or strongly held 
views is the equivalent of a 
cartoon character. In this case 
a cartoon character waiting 
for someone from corporate 
America to prepare his script. 
We have too much to lose to 
let that happen.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is a senior 
scholar with the Institute for 
Policy Studies, the immediate 
past president of TransAfrica 
Forum, and the co-author of 
Solidarity Divided. He can 
be reached at papaq54@ho-
tmail.com

The new ‘Crack Baby’ syndrome

Fox News, the 
unofficial arm 
of the Repub-
lican Party that 
claims to be fair 
and balanced, 
is conducting 

an all-out assault on President 
Obama, doing everything from 
letting Mitt Romney advisers 
masquerade as objective com-
mentators to ignoring facts 
when a high-profile Obama 
critic or Fox News commenta-
tor make unfounded charges.

MediaMatters.org, the 
watchdog group, has cataloged 
numerous instances of Fox’s 
one-side and unethical behav-
ior.

“Fox News has repeatedly 
hosted advisers to presump-
tive Republican presidential 
nominee Mitt Romney without 
disclosing that they are helping 
his campaign. Media Matters 
examined recent appearances 
by advisers John Bolton, Jay 
Sekulow, and Walid Phares, 
who have all appeared on 
Fox News and criticized the 
Obama administration. Bolton 
and Phares are Fox News con-
tributors, while Sekulow is a 
frequent Fox News guest,” the 
group stated.

“Bolton, a Romney foreign 
policy adviser, said on Fox 
News that Obama’s foreign 
policy is ‘confused and inco-
herent and incompetent’ and 
defended Romney’s foreign 
policy experience. Sekulow, a 
Romney legal adviser, has re-
peatedly appeared on Fox to at-
tack the Obama administration 
on a variety of legal issues. And 
Phares, a member of Romney’s 
foreign policy and national 
security advisory team, has 
criticized the Obama adminis-
tration’s handling of Syria and 
Afghanistan on Fox.”

Greta Van Susteren, host of 
“On the Record with Greta Van 
Susteren,” said May 3: “One 
year after the killing of bin 
Laden, Republicans are blast-
ing President Obama for spik-
ing the football. And now, a 
veterans group is slamming the 
president for taking the credit 

instead of giving it to the spe-
cial forces.”

She aired part of the ad and 
said, “What I take away from 
that ad is that the veterans are 
deeply disturbed - this group of 
veterans, maybe not all veter-
ans, but this one - and they were 
saying that he was arrogant and 
taking credit, that he was not 
humble and had no humility …
it’s very boorish to take credit 
away from those brave men … 
at the scene, who did actually 
execute this unbelievable kill-
ing of Osama bin Laden.”

Fox also allowed guests to 
get away with a similar line of 
attack.

During the Fox News’ Spe-
cial Report May 3, guest host 
John Roberts announced that 
a group called Veterans for a 
Strong America had released an 
ad “accusing President Obama 
of spiking the football over 
Osama bin Laden.” Fox aired 
part of the ad that claimed “he-
roes don’t spike the football.”

Fox contributor and Wash-
ington Post columnist Charles 
Krauthammer said on the pro-
gram: “It isn’t just that Obama 
has managed to turn a positive, 
something he did well, into a 
negative by attacking, using 
it as a partisan weapon which 
diminishes him, also it dimin-
ishes the solemnity of the event, 
which was a national event, and 
he used it, he appropriated it for 
himself. 

It is the narcissism, and that 
is the deeper issue here, how 
they quote Obama again and 
again, using the first personal 
pronoun in his announcement 
of the event. It’s all about me, I, 
commander-in-chief, I ordered, 
I did this. What about the guys 
out there who did it and who 
risked their lives?”

As Media Matters points 
out, the personal references by 
Obama were taken out of con-
text and the president has often 
given credit to field operatives. 
In his May 2, 2011 announce-
ment that Bin Laden had been 
killed, the president said, “A 
small team of Americans car-
ried out the operation with ex-
traordinary courage and capa-
bility.

No Americans were harmed. 
They took care to avoid civil-
ian casualties. After a fire-
fight, they killed Osama bin 
Laden and took custody of his 
body.”

He also stated, “We give 
thanks for the men who car-
ried out this operation, for they 
exemplify the professionalism, 
patriotism, and unparalleled 
courage of those who serve 
our country. And they are part 
of a generation that has borne 
the heaviest share of the burden 
since that September day.”

In a rare dissent from Fox 
News orthodoxy, Host Megyn 
Kelly said in an interview 
with the founder of the veter-
ans group, “He [Obama] did 
give thanks to the others, and 
of course had to mention the 
first person in discussing how 
things went down.”

Neither Kelly nor anyone 
else at Fox News disclosed 
that Joel Arends, whose group 
created the veterans’ ad, is a 
longtime Republican operative. 
He worked on the presidential 
campaigns of George W. Bush 
and John McCain and is chair-
man of the Lincoln County, 
S.D. Republican Party.

Fox News was created by 
Roger Ailes, a former media 
adviser to Richard Nixon and 
other Republican figures. He 
supported the 1988 scheme to 
link Democratic candidate Mi-
chael Dukakis to Willie Horton, 
a black convicted felon. Ailes 
told the New York Times, “The 
only question is whether we de-
pict Willie Horton with a knife 
in his hand or without it.”

There is no question that 
Ailes’ network is using a knife 
this time - to stab Obama in the 
back.

George E. Curry, former ed-
itor-in-chief of Emerge maga-
zine, is editor-in-chief of the 
National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association News Service 
(NNPA) and editorial director 
of Heart & Soul magazine. He 
is a keynote speaker, moderator, 
and media coach. Curry can be 
reached through his Web site, 
www.georgecurry.com. You can 
also follow him at www.twitter.
com/currygeorge.

Fox News brings out the 
long knives for Obama
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

By Alim Gaynor
Columnist

By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist



The top 10 graduating se-
niors from each high school in 
Jackson Public Schools were 
honored Thursday, April 19, at 

Murrah High School. 
The annual Salute to Schol-

ars ceremony was sponsored 
by the Jackson Council PTA/
PTSA and hosted by Mayor 

Harvey Johnson. The event in-
cluded the presentation of cer-
tificates to each honoree and a 
reception for the honorees and 
their families.

JPS salute its scholars

(From left) Mayor Harvey Johnson, Counselor Debbie Carrington, Justin Porter, Frank Jordan, Tiara Walls, Jean Paul 
Assad, Zachary Bird, James Gill, Tiffanie Herron, Amaka Nwakorie, Travis Reginal, and Principal Freddrick Murray. Tulante 
Pickens also is a Top 10 Scholar. PHOTOS COURTESY OF JPS

(From left) Mayor Harvey Johnson, Counselor Edna Sampson, Amber Stokes, Javon Gater, Courtney Warner, 
Elva Randle, Alexis Coleman, Kierra Marshall, Olivia Simpson, Jakaris Byrd, Jasmine Adams and Principal Deb-
ra Mays-Jackson. Carlos Perez also is a Top 10 scholar.

(From left) Mayor Harvey Johnson, Counselor Cedric Cooks, Jasmine Kinnard, Kadeidra Jones, Valerie Johnson, Mar-
sella Hatfield, Johnathan Coleman, Marleigha Evans, Taija Dismuuke, Jeremy Coleman, Lilian Spriggs, Deanna Brown 
and Principal Bobby D. Brown

(From left) Mayor Harvey Johnson, Counselor Donna Barnes, Chassidy White, Denesha Wheeler, Amber Davis, 
Rashad Moore, Jordan Hunter, Brieanna Darby, Kiera Bronson, Arbresha Wheeler, Teylor Bowles, Kurby Austin 
and Principal Shemeka McClung.

(From left) Mayor Harvey Johnson, Counselor Rebecca Allen,  LaShannon Williams, Candice Torry, Leria Mc-
Clendon, Dentay Daniels, Chastidy Demby, Marketa Harrington, Britley Lenoir, Roneshia Armstrong, Kristen 
Sampson, Nakiya Beaman and Principal Laketia Marshall-Thomas.

(From left) Mayor Harvey Johnson, Counselor Jackie Hicks, LaTonyla Peals, Brittany N. McGee, Courtaeus Grant, 
Carroll Branch, Kishiunna Bishop, Khadijra Britton, Justice Simmons, Betty Minor, Shyresha Jenkins and Princi-
pal Cynthia J. Armstrong.  Keani Demia Taylor also is a Top 10 Scholar. 

(From left) Mayor Harvey Johnson, Counselor Stephanie Brown, Janecia Veal, Darryl McClain, Jessica McNair, Chymera 
Hughes, Latia Taylor, Daryl Jones Jr., Tamika Taylor, and Principal Clyde Speaks. Other Top 10 Scholars are  Matthew O-Neal, 
Erica Smith and Tisha Smith.

(From left) Mayor Harvey Johnson, Counselor Mahala Lowe, Kayshun Taylor, Evelyn Jones, Bryanna Kennedy, KeEric 
Hughes, Clatu Bell, Quintara Thomas, Cizzie Lee, Jereka Taylor, Monica Hill, Rushi Patel, and Principal Calvin Lockett.
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Crushed 
Concrete 
For Sale

MDOT Approved #6-10 Crushed Con-
crete Driveway Material

Pick Up Price Our Yard $ 20.00/ SQ.YD.                

Delivered Price 20 Mile Radius $ 27.00/ 
SQ.YD. (12 YARD MIN.)

Material Delivered & Installed $ 31.50/ 
SQ.YD.  (12 YARD MIN.)

Contact: Dennis McKinley @ 601.850.6519



Lynn Raley, associate professor 
of music, has been awarded a Ful-
bright Scholar grant to teach music 
at National Chiao Tung University in 
Hsinchu, Taiwan, during the 2012-13 
academic year.

“This award is an extraordinary 
honor for Lynn, international recog-
nition of his contributions to the cre-
ative world of contemporary music. 
This guest professorship will allow 
him to share his passion for perform-
ing cutting-edge music, pursue his 
own interests in Chinese musical 
traditions and collaborate with local 
Taiwanese composers,” said David 
Davis, associate dean of Arts & Let-
ters. “Lynn has established a strong 
reputation at Millsaps for his Heri-
tage lectures on music history and 
his courses on world music and jazz.  
This year-long experience will allow 
him to bring new ideas back to our 
students and enrich their understand-
ing and appreciation of music.”

Raley will teach in the Institute of 
Music at the university.

“The music faculty there is very 
impressive,” Raley said. “One of my 
primary interests is the performance 
of new music, and the institute has a 
strong program in contemporary mu-
sic, with four composers on faculty. 
NCTU sits in Taiwan’s ‘Silicon Val-
ley,’ and so it’s not surprising that the 

Institute of Music has a state-of-the-
art computer composition studio.”

While in Taiwan, Raley plans to 
research young composers who are 
synthesizing Eastern and Western 
music traditions.

The Institute of Music at the uni-
versity also has a focus on early 
music and have asked Raley’s wife, 
Rachel Heard, assistant professor of 
music at Millsaps, to present lecture-
recitals on 18th century performance 
practice on the fortepiano, which is 
her area of expertise. She will also 
provide performance coaching.

Going to Taiwan will be a home-
coming for Raley who spent 16 years 
in the country before attending col-
lege in the United States. He last vis-
ited the country in 1999 while setting 
up a study abroad course in China.

“I’m excited about giving our 
13-year-old daughter Gillian the ex-
perience of living there for a year,” 
Raley said.

Raley has taught at Millsaps since 
2002. He has degrees from Meadows 
School of the Arts at Southern Meth-
odist University, the University of 
Cincinnati College -

Conservatory of Music and Rut-
gers University’s Mason Gross 
School of the Arts where he earned 
a doctor of musical arts degree. 
He can be heard in contemporary 
solo and ensemble works on the 

Leonarda<http://www.leonarda.
com/> and Capstone<http://www.
capstonerecords.org/> compact disc 
labels.

The Fulbright award is a pres-
tigious award from the Fulbright 
Program, the flagshipinternational 
educational exchange program spon-
sored by the U.S. government.

Fulbright awards are intended to 
increase mutualunderstanding be-
tween the people of the U.S. and peo-
ple of other countries. The awards 
are highly competitive and awarded 
on the basis of academic and profes-
sional achievement, as well as dem-
onstrated leadership potential. Forty-
three Fulbright alumni have been 
awarded the Nobel Peace

Prize, and 75 have received Pulit-
zers.

Millsaps College, founded in 
1890, is an independent, national 
liberal arts institution affiliated with 
the United Methodist Church. Con-
sistently ranked in the top tier of na-
tional liberal arts colleges, Millsaps 
is located in Mississippi’s capital city 
of Jackson. Millsaps College was 
awarded the first Phi Beta Kappa 
chapter in Mississippi and is the only 
institution in the state featured in the 
Fiske Guide to Colleges.  It is also 
one of 40 colleges featured in Lo-
ren Pope’s “Colleges That Change 
Lives.”

EDUCATION
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Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr. 
announced the first phase of 
his new Public Art Initiative 
recently at a press conference. 
Artists have been commis-
sioned to paint traffic boxes 
in the downtown business 
district in this phase. 

The first 18 traffic boxes 
will be complete by May 31. 
There are a total of 30 traffic 
signal boxes that will be com-
pleted in downtown Jackson 
this summer. 

The City and the Greater 

Jackson Arts Council have a 
joint Public Arts Committee 
comprised of city staff, Arts 
Council members, art faculty 
members from Jackson State 
University, Tougaloo Col-
lege, Belhaven University, 
Millsaps College, and busi-
ness owners from each of the 
seven wards in Jackson. 

A call to artists went out 
in December 2011, yielding 
over 100 design submissions 
by professional and amateur 
artists of all ages from around 
the state of Mississippi. 

Mayor Johnson was in-
spired to launch this initiative 
after a visit to Clayton, Mo. 
several years ago where they 
had a traffic box art project. 

“These types of projects 
foster creativity, celebrate 
and support our artistic com-
munity and add to the overall 
cultural and tourism value of 
our city,” said Mayor John-
son. 

The piece highlighted at the 
recent press conference was 
completed by Jackson artist 
Scott Allen. Allen has been 

recognized nationally for his 
artwork which features an 
eclectic mix of media, various 
techniques and for his cutting 
edge style. Allen was also the 
official artist of the 2006 Ju-
biliee Jam. 

The next call to artists 
for The Traffic Signal Box 
Project will go out later this 
month. The plan is to paint all 
300 traffic signal boxes in the 
Jackson metro area over the 
next several years. 

The Mayor’s Public Art Ini-
tiative will also designate one 

percent of every major capital 
improvement project to a pool 
that will be used for public art. 

The city will also be mak-
ing an inventory of all ex-
isting public art citywide in 
order to market the unique 
statues, fountains, sculptures 
and other celebrated public 
art to citizens and visitors. 

Artists wishing to submit 
designs for the next round 
of traffic boxes may call the 
Greater Jackson Arts Council 
at 601-960-1557 for more in-
formation. 

Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc., Alpha Epsilon 
Lambda Chapter will host 
its 2012 Annual Spring So-
cial Friday, May 18.

This prestigious event 
will take place in the Spark-
man Auditorium at the Mis-
sissippi Agricultural & For-
estry Museum.

Proceeds for this event 
will support the fraternity’s 
national programs locally, 
such as “Go to High School, 
Go to College.”

President William Merritt 
IV, stated that he is “most 
proud of this event because 
it will additionally afford 
us the opportunity to spon-
sor several local high school 
students during the upcom-
ing 2012 Leadership Devel-
opment Institute hosted by 
the fraternity.”

Tickets for the function 
can be purchased from 
chapter members for $20 
per person or a table for 
$160.

For information related 
to the event, call Anthony 
Jones at 601-559-7251 or 
Anthony Newman at 601-
941-9520.

As a youth, Nate Boclair, 
III recalls sitting in front of a 
small black and white televi-
sion when he saw a man take 
the first steps on the moon. 
This encounter launched his 
interest in mathematics and 
computer science.

Boclair had his first experi-
ence with the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administra-
tion through a co-op program 
while at Mississippi Valley 
State University (MVSU).

Now serving as the manager 
of space systems operations 
branch in the mission opera-
tions lab, he has dedicated 31 
years to NASA. This branch 
performs flight command and 
control functions, manages the 

payload use of onboard com-
mand and data handling, and 
communications and tracking 
systems that directly support 
International Space Station 
research.

According to Boclair, his 
immediate goal is to lead his 
team in support of successful 
integration of the Improved 
Payload Ethernet Hub/Gate-
way, which is an Orbital Re-
placement Unit for the exist-
ing Payload Ethernet Hub/
Gateway. 

“This increase in function-
ality will bring the onboard 
local area network up to cur-
rent Ethernet performance 
standards, providing the capa-
bility for space station users to 
utilize standard Internet pro-

tocols for 
t h e i r 
p a y l o a d 
d e s i g n s , 
leading to 
p o t e n t i a l 
reductions 
in cost 
and design 
time.”

His work with the space 
station extends the human 
presence beyond Earth, while 
contributing a wealth of infor-
mation to the live science and 
material science disciplines, 
as well as many other areas 
of science and technology re-
search. 

To see more on Boclair, go 
to http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sR85BtWNpZA.

Mayor launches Public Art Initiative 

Mayor Johnson next to the traffic 
signal box located on Court and 
West Streets. This traffic signal 
box was painted by artist Scott 
Allen.

Alpha Epsilon Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. mem-
bers (left to right) Floyd Williams Jr., Anthony Jones, Curtis Haynes, 
William Merrit IV, Anthony Newman, Kevin Wilson, Audwin Fletcher and 
Bobby Smith. PHOTO COURTESY OF CHAPTER

Boclair

Fraternity Spring Social    Millsaps professor 
awarded Fulbright

Raley
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MVSU alumnus featured 
in NASA newsletter
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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BASICS
ACK TO

P R O J E C T

• Increase Confidence In Learning Abilities
• Improve Math & Reading Skills
• Improve Critical Thinking Skills
• Learn to Work Well With Others

Seedpod empowerment InStItute

in collaboration with

new HorIzon CHurCH InternatIonal

CALL
NOW 769-798-5247 LIMITED

ENROLLMENT

3565 Wheatley St.  Jackson, MS  39212

An excellent opportunity for your child to:
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New Horizon Church In-
ternational’s SoHL (Spirit of 
Healthy Living) program re-
cently celebrated its success 
and received some cudos from 
a Washington, D.C. Congres-
sional Black Caucus Founda-
tion (CBCF) representative.

On Saturday, April 14, the 
church’s SoHL exercise class 
held its first 90-day celebra-
tion in the church’s physical 
fitness facility. Dr. Marjorie 
Innocent of CBCF’s Research 
and Programs Department, 
both congratulated and en-
couraged the exercise group. 
“Her warm spirit and down to 
earth demeanor was quite re-
freshing,” said Ella Jackson, 
SoHL project manager. 

Kelly Irby, a certified per-
sonal trainer with the National 
Strength and Conditioning As-
sociation (NSCA-CPT), was 
the guest presenter at the cel-
ebratory event. Irby special-
izes in nutrition and weight 
loss and believes that Chris-
tians should be the healthiest 
people in the world because it 
honors Christ and sets a good 
example to unbelievers.

“She did an excellent job 
of discussing nutrition, exer-
cise, and metabolism,” said 
Jackson. “The exercise ses-
sion of 20 minutes was indeed 
a work-out but fun filled also. 
Everyone joined in, including 
our special guests.”

The SoHL/Biggest Los-
er exercise class had three 
members as winners who lost 
10.46 to 10.34 percentage of 
body weight. At the celebra-
tion, these members received 
Beachbody gift certificates to 
purchase exercise programs, 
equipment, and nutritional 
supplements to motivate con-
tinuance of their healthy life 
style changes.

The SoHL ambassadors 
(Karen Stuckey, Yvon Lind-
sey, and Nellie Jones) were 
pleased to receive the certifi-
cates for their efforts in the 
SoHL program and events.

Because of the support of 
the CBCF and others, the 
church now has a remod-
eled exercise room, exercise 
videos, T-shirts and access 
to a media web program for 
individualized health plans, 
educational resources and 
support. The grant is funded 
through The Johnson and 
Johnson Foundation.

SoHL began Jan. 1, 2012, 
but actually emerged Dec. 27, 
2011 with 70 NHCI members. 
SoHL joined forces with The 
New Horizon Church Interna-
tional (NHCI) Biggest Loser 
exercise classes to provide 
quality and effective exercise, 
diet and health wellness to 
members who were participat-
ing in both programs.

Mary Harris, Beachbody 
coach, volunteered as group 
leader and SoHL ambassador. 
“Her passion to help people 
and desire to see them health-
ier are only equaled by her 
energy, generosity and con-
tagious enthusiasm,” Jackson 
said.

NHCI exercise classes are 
offered every Monday and 
Thursday with the exception 
of holidays. Classes are open 
to the general public and sev-
eral members have invited 
friends and family to join 
them as they lose weight.

Participants made a 
10-month commitment to life 
style changes of exercise, nu-
trition, spiritual support and 
education. They receive on-
going educational material by 
guest speakers, informational 
literature and the Internet. 
Computer usage time is avail-
able prior to each workout. 

Members are encouraged to 
sign up for and use the SoHL 
website.

Each fourth Monday par-
ticipants meet at the Jackson 
Medical Mall’s In Motion 
Biggest Losers meeting to 
receive education on weight 
maintenance, diet and exer-
cise tips.

The exercise group set up a 
buddy system so that members 
could provide on-going sup-
port and motivation to each 
other. If a member is feeling 
low or not like exercising or 
keeping their commitment, 
then they call their buddy for 
motivation and support. Aver-
age exercise class attendance 
is 16-22 persons per class and 
attendance has been as high as 
40 persons.

SoHL/Biggest Loser exer-
cise class uses Beachbody fit-
ness programs and many have 
chosen to use their nutrition-
al supplements also. Harris 
chose Beachbody because of 
her previous experience and 
knowledge of the successful 
outcomes and the portability 
of the program.

The program specifically 
designed eating plans for each 
of its exercise programs as a 
reminder of the importance 
of healthy eating habits to the 
group. SoHL groups of males 
and females of all ages, each 
have their favorite work-out 
piece from Body Gospel to 

Rockin’ Body and Slim-in6. 
Exercise class members in-

clude a motivated and com-
mitted 11-year-old young man 
who works just as hard as 
the adults and is seeing some 
weight loss results. Members 
of the exercise class have lost 
up to 40 pounds, and some 
have lost over 10 percent 
of their body mass. Several 
have had their medication for 
diabetes and high blood pres-
sure decreased, and they are 
looking forward to eliminat-
ing these medications from 
their medical routine. They 
love hearing the compliments 
they are receiving from fam-
ily, friends, and other church 
members. All of these results 
have occurred within the first 
three months of our exercise 
classes.

The Saturday celebration 
program culminated with a 
healthy lunch of grilled chick-
en, wheat pasta with grilled 
vegetables, mixed greens 
salad, wheat rolls, a 100 calo-
rie package of snack cookies 
and unsweetened tea or soft 
drinks.

Jackson attributes the suc-
cess of this SoHL program to 
the dedication and hard work 
of Mary Harris and her assis-
tant ambassadors and is grate-
ful to CBCF and the Johnson 
and Johnson Foundation for 
it support of NHCI and com-
munity.

The Mississippi Transitional 
Outreach Project (MTOP) will 
join more than 1,100 commu-
nities across the country in cel-
ebrating the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s (SAMHSA) 
National Children’s Mental 
Health Awareness Day to high-
light the importance of posi-
tive mental health from birth. 
This year, the Awareness Day 
national event in Washington, 
D.C., focuses on youth who 
have demonstrated resilience 
after experiencing a traumatic 
event with the support of a car-
ing adult.

To celebrate Awareness Day 
locally, MTOP is partnering 
with the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Mental Health, NFu-
sion, Catholic Charities, Mis-
sissippi Families as Allies, 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness, Greater Bethlehem 
Temple Church, Department 
of Human Services, The Arc 
Mississippi, The City of Jack-
son, Youth Engagement Solu-
tions, and Hinds Behavioral 
Health to host the Be Your Best 
Treasure Quest, an interactive 
journey for youth and families 

to learn about mental health 
while collecting bits of fortune 
along the way. The Be Your 
Best Treasure Quest will come 
complete with hotdogs, ham-
burgers, drinks, space jumps, 
obstacle courses, snow cones 
and much more at no costs to 
participants. The event will be 
held at Fondren Park at the cor-
ner of Northview and Dunbar 
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, May 12.  

For the past three years, 
MTOP has offered youth and 
young adults managing their 
mental health across Missis-
sippi with the services and 
supports they need to thrive 
at home, at school and in the 
community. Research has 
shown that more than one in 
four youth experience a trau-
matic event by the age of 16. 
Traumatic events range from a 
one-time incident such as the 
death of a loved one to expo-
sure to ongoing experiences 
such as bullying, child abuse, 
violence, or economic hard-
ships within families.

“Awareness Day is an op-
portunity for us to join with 
more than a thousand com-
munities across the country in 

celebrating the positive impact 
that caring adults can have on 
the lives of young people,” 
said Joe Maury, MTOP direc-
tor. “By focusing on building 
resilience and social-emotional 
skills in young people, espe-
cially if they have experienced 
trauma, we can help youth and 
their families thrive.”

Mental health is important 
at every stage in life. A child’s 
mental health can affect their 
mood and behavior and the 
way they think and feel about 
themselves. The Department 
of Mental Health and MTOP 
are partnering with agencies 
in every area across Missis-
sippi to improve services in 
our communities and support a 
better tomorrow for our youth.   

Families who need men-
tal help services or support 
for their children may call 
the Mississippi Department 
of Mental Health/Division of 
Children and Youth Services at 
601-359-1288 or Mississippi 
Families as Allies at 1-800-
833-9671.

Information may also be 
accessed through www.dmh.
ms.gov or www.msfaacmh.org.

HEALTH

New Horizon SoHL ambassadors and Marjorie Innocent (center)

Kelly speaking at the SoHL closing ceremony

Leaders of SoHL Jackson

SoHL group picture

The Spirit of Healthy Living (SoHL) at 
New Horizon receives praise from CBCF

MTOP honors Children’s Mental 
Health Awareness Day with 
May 12 event at Fondren ParkCelebrates biggest/losers’ first 90 days
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New York, N.Y. - As teens 
around the nation prep for their 
most glamorous night of high 
school, The Skin Cancer Foun-
dation encourages young women 
who are prom planning to steer 
clear of tanning salons and em-
brace their natural skin tones, as 
ultraviolet (UV radiation) from 
tanning beds can lead to skin can-
cer. But for girls who can’t resist 
the tanned look, pampering skin 
with bronzers and sunless tanners 
is always an option.

“While tanning may seem like 
an easy way to achieve glowing 
skin before prom, just one trip to 
the tanning salon can mean the 
difference between healthy skin 
and premature skin aging that 
can lead to skin cancer later on,” 
said Deborah S. Sarnoff, MD, 
senior vice president of The Skin 
Cancer Foundation. “Avoiding 
indoor tanning during the teen 
years is especially critical when 
you consider that over the past 
40 years, rates of melanoma, the 
most dangerous form of skin can-
cer, grew by 800 percent among 
young women.”

The risks of indoor tanning 
are real - those who make just 
four visits to a tanning salon per 
year can increase their risk for 
melanoma by 11 percent, and 

their risk for the two most com-
mon forms of skin cancer, basal 
cell carcinoma and squamous cell 
carcinoma, by 15 percent. Yet as 
a recent report released by leaders 
of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives Committee on Energy and 
Commerce revealed, salon own-
ers and workers continue to put 
young women’s lives in jeopardy 
by touting the false benefits of 
tanning to teens and denying the 
known risks of indoor tanning. 

Additionally, researchers now 
believe that the eight-fold in-
crease in melanoma incidence 
among young women over the 
past 40 years is linked to the prev-
alent use of tanning beds, and that 
incidence will continue to rise in 
this high-risk population.  

Prom goers are advised to 
pamper their skin before the big 
night to pull off a natural, dewy 
complexion– the hallmark of 
genuine beauty. For teens that 
aren’t ready to “go with your own 
glow,” the Foundation suggests 
using sunless tanning products 
for a bronzed look. Here’s how:

Sunless Glow:
Sunless tanners effectively 

produce an evenly tanned look 
without causing skin damage. 
They are available in several 
formulations, from lotions that 
darken skin gradually to varia-
tions that cater to people with 

naturally lighter or darker skin 
tones. These products contain 
added fragrances for improved 
smell as well as special ingredi-
ents for minimal streaking and 
uneven tanning.

Before applying self tanner, 
exfoliate skin with a scrub or loo-
fah and moisturize skin to create 
a base that helps the tanner ab-
sorb evenly into the skin. Wait at 
least 12 hours after shaving to ap-
ply self tanner. Since these prod-
ucts can cling excessively to dry 
skin and result in an uneven skin 
tone, avoid applying too much to 
particularly dry areas, such as the 
knees and elbows.

Most importantly, even if a 
sunless tanning product con-
tains an SPF, The Skin Cancer 
Foundation recommends using 
a broad spectrum (UVA/UVB) 
sunscreen with an SPF of 15 or 
higher every day, and reapplying 
every two hours, or immediately 
after swimming of sweating. For 
extended outdoor activity, use a 
broad spectrum, water-resistant 
sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or 
higher. In addition to regular 
sunscreen use, a sun protection 
regimen should include seeking 
shade and covering up with cloth-
ing, including a broad-brimmed 
hat and UV-blocking sunglasses.

For more information, visit 
www.SkinCancer.org.

Achieve healthy, beautiful skin 
by prom night without tanning
UV radiation from tanning beds 
is directly linked to skin cancer
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By Barbara Sanders As I sat with my 
laptop in position, 
I pondered about 
my message for 
this week’s edi-
tion. I looked at 
the dates on my 

calendar as I always do before I 
begin sharing my words with you 
and I’m sure you are aware of the 
date that was front and center - 
Sunday, May 13, Mother’s Day 
2012.

Over the years, I have shared 
with you the joys that fill the 
month of May and how thankful 
I am for the blessings that make-
up this special day - mothers. Of 
course, in each message I would 
find the appropriate space to tell 
you how much I love my mother, 
Lenora Monix, who has since last 
year gone to her new home in 
Heaven. As I thought about the 
past words that I’ve shared, the in-
evitable pain of loneliness hit me. 

Wow, here I sit (in my home) 
surrounded by people who love 
me and I’m lonely? Then I felt an-
other pain - the pain of heartbreak.  
I know that this doesn’t sound like 
me. I’m usually so upbeat about 
life and whatever it has to throw 
my way but for that moment, I 
missed my momma more than I 
can possibly describe. This will 
be my first Mother’s Day without 
her physical body. Oh, how I miss 
my momma. As my eyes began to 
fill with tears, I heard my mom’s 
voice call my name. I looked in 
the direction of the room where 
my mother slept whenever she 
stayed with me and thought, “I 
love you, Mudear.”

This beautiful specimen of a 
woman of God never faltered.  
Throughout my mother’s illness, 
until the day that she could no lon-
ger speak, we talked about being 
baptized believers and knowing 
that God was always in control.  
She often shared scriptures with 
me and until her eyesight failed 
her, she would keep God’s Word 
nearby to read her daily scriptures.  
My mother walked a Christian 
path daily.

As I reminisced about her, the 
pain, the heartbreak that had con-
sumed my body was slowly fad-
ing, but my yearning for the touch 
of my mother was not. As I sat 
with my laptop, I heard her voice 
ask me, “you working on one of 
those stories you like to write?” 
and I smiled thinking about how 
much she loved to sit and watch 
me. I would tell her to go rest and 
she’d reply, “I am - nothing is 
more peaceful than being near my 
children.” (There’s another tear 
nestling in the corner of my eye.)  

She would eventually doze off 
on the couch across from where 
I sat and I’d wake her, persuade 
her to go to bed and minutes later 
she’d awaken and call my name to 
see if I was still awake or writing.  
I was usually doing one or both.  

Now, I realize that what I was 
doing at the time she called my 
name didn’t matter. What mat-
tered is that she knew that whatev-
er I was doing, I was all right. She 
just wanted me to answer her call.  

As I continued to look toward 
the direction of the room where 
my mom slept, I smiled and 
thought, “God thank you so much 
for a mother’s love.” Thank you 

for her touch, her kiss, her scold-
ing, her support, her presence in 
all that her loved ones do.   

My mother’s call, her presence 
then and now, is a mother’s ver-
sion of the call from our Heav-
enly Father. When He calls, He’s 
checking in with us because He 
wants us to know that He wants to 
be near us. He wants to know that 
we are all right!

When I was younger, I con-
vinced myself that I wanted to be a 
different mother from my mother.  
I would let my children come and 
go as they pleased and not scold 
them when they did wrong. I had 
it all planned out until I got mar-
ried and actually had children. I 
have truly become my mother. I 
want to know my children’s every 
move. I tell them and punish them 
when they are wrong and praise 
them when they do good. I am at 
peace when they are near me and 
I know that they are only a call 
away when I don’t see them. I am 
patterned after the best person the 
world has ever known - my moth-
er. I am patterned after our Lord 
and Master, God. I am a mother 
to two and unknowingly have be-
come a mother to many because I 
am a child of God.

Without realizing it, each of us 
possesses many of the qualities of 
our mothers. Regardless of how 
long God shares her physical ap-
pearance with us. For those of you 
who can still touch your mother’s 
hand, give God all of the praise; for 
those of you who can still hear her 
voice, give God all of the praise; 
for those of you whose minds and 
hearts are filled with memories of 
her, give God all of the praise; for 
those of you who have no physi-
cal memory of her but know that 
without her you would not be who 
you are, give God all of the praise. 

Don’t be afraid to tell others 
that because of the woman that 
God gave to you, you are working 
daily to get closer to Him. Please, 
thank God for mothers and Moth-
er’s Day. I thank Him (publicly) 
for my mother, Lenora Monix, 
mother of 10; wife of Clarence 
(deceased) and friend to many. I 
thank Him for letting me hear her 
voice, even now, and feeling her 
love in my heart.  

Whether you are the child of a 
living or deceased mother, I pray 
that you can recall the verse that I 
often find myself sharing with you 
– Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring 
good news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who pro-
claim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

As Christians, we should never 
hesitate to share God’s love. We 
should all proudly exclaim the 
goodness that He bestows upon us 
regardless of our parental status.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around the 
state of Mississippi, would like to 
not only share your news but all 
who would like to tell others about 
the Lord’s goodness and about 
their places of worship and even 
those religious institutions that are 
visited.

Daphne M. Higgins at reli-
gion@mississippilink.com. You 
may fax to 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mississip-
pi Link at 2659 Livingston Road, 
Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorA tribute to mothers

The story of Mother’s Day

Dawnn Lewis to play 
preacher’s wife in Disney 
Channel’s ‘Let it Shine’

“He maketh the barren 
woman to keep house, [and to 
be] a joyful mother of children. 
Praise ye the LORD.” - Psalm 
113:9

Who is mother?
Mother is half of the father-

mother team, the one who gave 
birth to you as a child. When 
she first held you in her arms, 
she fell madly in love with you. 
She is the one that changed 
your diaper, gave you your bot-
tle, bathed and dressed you. She 
is the one who tended to you 
when you were sick, wished 
she could have bore your pain, 
but unable to even share it with 
you. There is none like a Moth-
er. 

If you have children, then 
you know what it’s like to be 
a mother. Often, it’s a tough 
job, with unruly children, and 
many heartaches before they 
are grown. Sometimes a moth-
er is lucky that she has well-
disciplined children, but only 
because she has done her best 

in order for them to be well-
adjusted teenagers and later 
adults. Mostly, mother sits and 
worries that she hasn’t done her 
best with her children, especial-
ly if they don’t turn out as she 
thought they should, with all 
the training she had given them. 

Mother is a human being, 
capable of making mistakes. 
She is not perfect, just as none 
of us are perfect. But she is the 
one that we picture as being 
perfect during our childhood. 
As we become older, we real-
ize that mothers are capable of 
right and wrong ways of doing 
things, missing the mark, just 
as much as the next person. But 
she is still mother. The thing 
that sets her apart is her ever-
lasting love for her children and 
her intent that they lead normal, 
well-adjusted lives. 

Not until we become adults, 
do we really begin to appreci-
ate who mother really is. She 
has nurtured you through your 
childhood, put up with your 

sassy ways and times of being 
lazy during your teenage years, 
and cried through your becom-
ing an adult. But mother was 
always there to encourage you 
when you made a mistake, al-
though sometimes it’s hard not 
to show disappointment (I am 
sure I’ve done that). 

As we grow older and have 
our own children, we realize 
that mother was a very strong 
person, and we begin to wonder 
can we ever fit into her shoes. 
No, we wear our ‘own shoes’....
we can never do things the 
same as our mother, although 
she has given us the pattern 
from which to build. If we have 
a Godly mother (I did), then we 
can bring up our children in the 
ways of God, so that when they 
grow older we have the assur-
ance that some day they will 
live for God. After all, Proverbs 
22:6 [teaches] “Train up a child 
in the ways he should go, and 
when he is old, he will not de-
part from it.” 

Mothers are special. Is your 
mother living today? If so, try 
to make this Mother’s Day the 
most wonderful day of her life.
Show her you care if only by 
telling her you love her. Take 
her out to eat, take her flow-
ers, but show up on Mother’s 
Day, if possible. You will nev-
er know how much this helps 
mother to realize her family 
still cares. Sometimes we get 
busy doing the usual things in 
life, and lose sight of the most 
important aspects - loving our 
family. And mother happens to 
be where that ‘family’ began. 
Without mother, there would 
never have been a family. 

M - Messenger, relaying 
God’s Word 

O - Outpouring of genuine 
love 

T - Trusts in God 
H - Heart set on things above 
E - Earthly saint 
R - Rescuer of the wayward 
Copyright ©February 24, 
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The earliest Mother’s Day 
celebrations can be traced 
back to the spring celebra-
tions of ancient Greece in 
honor of Rhea, the Mother 
of the Gods. During the 
1600’s, England celebrated 
a day called “Mothering 
Sunday.” 

Celebrated on the fourth 
Sunday of Lent (the 40-day 
period leading up to Easter), 
“Mothering Sunday” hon-
ored the mothers of Eng-
land. 

During this time many of 
the England’s poor worked 
as servants for the wealthy. 
As most jobs were located 
far from their homes, the 
servants would live at the 
houses of their employers. 
On Mothering Sunday, the 

servants would have the day 
off and were encouraged 
to return home and spend 
the day with their mothers. 
A special cake, called the 
mothering cake, was often 
brought along to provide a 
festive touch. 

As Christianity spread 
throughout Europe the cele-
bration changed to honor the 
“Mother Church” - the spiri-
tual power that gave them 
life and protected them from 
harm. Over time, the church 
festival blended with the 
Mothering Sunday celebra-
tion. People began honoring 
their mothers as well as the 
church. 

In the United States Moth-
er’s Day was first suggested 
in 1872 by Julia Ward Howe 
(who wrote the words to the 

Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic) as a day dedicated to 
peace. Howe would hold or-
ganized Mother’s Day meet-
ings in Boston every year. 

In 1907, Ana Jarvis, from 
Philadelphia, began a cam-
paign to establish a national 
Mother’s Day.

Jarvis persuaded her 
mother’s church in Grafton, 
W. V. to celebrate Mother’s 
Day on the second anniver-
sary of her mother’s death, 
the second Sunday of May. 
By the next year, Mother’s 
Day was also celebrated in 
Philadelphia. 

Jarvis and her supporters 
began to write to ministers, 
businessmen, and politicians 
in their quest to establish a 
national Mother’s Day. It 
was successful as by 1911 

Mother’s Day was celebrat-
ed in almost every state.

President Woodrow Wil-
son, in 1914, made the of-
ficial announcement pro-
claiming Mother’s Day as 
a national holiday that was 
to be held each year on the 
second Sunday of May. 

While many countries of 
the world celebrate their 
own Mother’s Day at dif-
ferent times throughout the 
year, there are some coun-
tries such as Denmark, Fin-
land, Italy, Turkey, Austra-
lia, and Belgium which also 
celebrate Mother’s Day on 
the second Sunday of May. 

This information can be 
obtained from: www.person-
alheadlines.com/special_
specialdays/about_moth-
ers_day.php

Actress Dawnn Lewis, 
perhaps best known as the 
college coed Julissa on “A 
Different World,” has been 
quietly keeping busy with 
voice over work in multiple 
television roles. But next 
month, viewers will get to 
see her on screen in the Dis-
ney Channel movie “Let it 
Shine.”

The gospel-themed musi-
cal stars Tyler James Wil-
liams (Everybody Hates 
Chris) as a shy, talented mu-
sician who writes romantic 

rap verses for the girl of his 
dreams, only to see his best 
friend deliver them to her - 
and reap the benefits.

“It’s a modern-day spin on 
the Cyrano de Bergerac sto-
ry,” said Lewis, who plays 
the boy’s mother. She’s also 
the first lady of a small Bap-
tist church in Atlanta pas-
tored by Courtney B. Vance.  
Their son, named Cyrus De-
Barge, is also the church’s 
Minister of Music, which, 
in his parents’ eyes, does not 
jibe with his love of hip hop.

“We turn our praise team 
over to him and he comes 

back into church 
with the praise 
and worship 
team singing and 
dancing, break-
dancing and 
doing hip hop 
praise music in 
the sanctuary,” 
Lewis tells Eur-
web with a laugh. 
“We’re not quite 
sure how to deal 
with that. It’s a 
little harder for my husband 
than it is for me.”

Lewis, who handled the 
theme song for “A Different 

World” for several seasons, 
said some of the filmmakers 
had no idea she could sing 
when they asked her one day 
on set.
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GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. - 
Gospel star and Grand Rapids 
pastor Marvin Sapp shared his 
feelings behind “I Win,” his lat-
est album and a tribute to his 
late wife, in a studio interview 
that aired recently on NPR’s 
“All Things Considered.”

NPR called Sapp “the biggest 
name in gospel today” as they 
discussed the changes in his life 
since his wife, MaLinda, died 
of cancer in 2010.

The past two years have 
been “very challenging,” Sapp 
told NPR’s Guy Raz. “Trying 
to learn new normals and try-
ing to figure out who I am as a 
45-year-old man versus when I 
married her at 23.”

Sapp attributed the popularity 
of his biggest hit, “Never Would 
Have Made It,” to its universal 
message. “All of us have gone 
through ‘never would have 

made it’ moments,” Sapp said.
Sapp described some of the 

pivotal moments of his life in 
Grand Rapids. Sapp met Ma-
Linda in third-grade. They be-
gan dating at age 23 and mar-
ried at 25.

“The best way to honor some-
one who has passed is to live,” 
Sapp said.

It’s a lesson he said he learned 
from his youngest daughter the 
morning after her mother’s 
death when, at 11-years-old, 
she got up at 6:30 a.m. and went 
to school because MaLinda of-
ten told the kids to “keep on 
moving.” It’s a sentiment Sapp 
has cherished and even wrote a 
song about on his latest album.

Raz asked Sapp why he 
would name the album, “I Win” 
in the face of such devastating 
loss.

“What I won was having a 
stronger faith in God. I didn’t 
lose my mind. My faith re-

mained intact. And 
now I understand what 
my assignment is. My 
assignment is to help 
others who feel hope-
less and helpless be-
cause of loss,” Sapp 
said.

“I’ve come through 
this, and now I’m go-
ing to use it to help 
others.”

Sapp also discussed 
the very beginning of 
his singing career in 
Grand Rapids.

“I’ve been sing-
ing since the age of four in my 
church, True Light Missionary 
Baptist Church in Grand Rap-
ids, where my father was a sing-
er. So it just kind of happened 
one Sunday while my dad was 
singing, I walked out and stood 
next to him and started singing 
the song that he was leading - in 
perfect pitch.

“By the age of 10, I was trav-
eling all over the Midwest do-
ing music.”

Sapp said, by the time he 
was 12, his mother gave him 
a choice between singing in 
church and singing secular mu-
sic.

“So,” he said, “I chose gos-
pel.”
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The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of May 10

1.  I Feel Good    Fred Hammond      God, Love  and Romance 

2.  Let The Church Say Amen  Andrea Crouch featuring Marvin Winans 

3.  My Testimony   Marvin Sapp     Peace Together 

4.  I Won’t Go Back   William McDowell 

5.  One More Time   Zafcardi Cortez featuring John P. Kee 

6.  After This    Youthful Praise Featuring JJ Hairston 

7.  Still Able    James Fortune and FIYA 

8.  Put It On The Altar   Jessica Reedy 

9.  Shifting The Atmosphere  Jason Nelson     Shifting The Atmosphere    

10. Awesome     Pastor Charles and Fellowship Chicago

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Sapp

Gospel star Marvin Sapp tells NPR how he 
‘kept it moving’ after wife MaLinda’s death

After slowly 
opening my 
eyes, I realized 
that I was wide 
awake once 
again very ear-
ly in the morn-

ing. Because I was still a lit-
tle tired, I hesitated looking 
at my alarm clock. I knew 
that it was early, but I didn’t 
want to see how early it was 
just yet. I finally turned my 
head and squinted my eyes 
trying to make out the fuzzy 
blue numbers on the digital 
alarm clock. 4:07 a.m. stared 
back at me; I groaned be-
cause I actually still had two 
full hours before I had to get 
ready for work. I know God 
speaks to us and wants us to 
speak to him at all times of 
the day but I thought, “Can 
I just get a few more min-
utes of sleep and talk to you 
while I’m driving to work?”     

I’d been through this 
enough times to know that 
even expecting an answer 
to that was ridiculous, and I 
was better off praying then 
trying to get back to sleep.    
These early morning prayer 
wake up calls seemed to be 
happening more frequently.  
A few weeks ago, this hap-
pened four nights in a row.    

Even though Lent is over, 
it’s emphasis on sacrifice 
helped me see prayer less as 
a 10-minute “now I lay me 
down to sleep” ritual and 
more of a natural extension 
of who I am as a Christian. 
I noticed that during and 
immediately after Lent be-
comes a more significant 
part of my  morning routine.  
Since normally I pray before 

I go to bed at the end of the 
day, waking up with prayer 
is a big change.   

Even though I’m praying 
more frequently (at morning 
and at night), I noticed one 
thing about those prayers.   
Sometimes, I’m not neces-
sarily praying what I con-
sider new prayers. I find 
myself repeating prayers 
about previously prayed is-
sues which goes against 
what I was taught years ago 
about prayer. The idea was 
that God hears the prayer 
the first time and to pray it 
again means that we didn’t 
believe it the first time. Now 
though, I’m starting to see 
that God urging me to repeat 
the prayer isn’t necessarily a 
sign that I prayed it “wrong” 
like it [teaches] in James 4:3.  

At first, I thought God 
was waking me up early so I 
could correct some “wrong” 
prayers. However, over time, 
I see that time as peacefully 
refreshing time of fellowship 
with God. In Psalm 9:13-14, 
King David says, “But I 
keep praying to you, LORD,    
hoping this time you will 
show me favor… answer my 
prayer with your sure salva-
tion.” Repeating the prayer 
could also be a reminder of 
the covenant that God will 
answer the prayer and a sign 
that God wants to keep open 
the lines of communication. 

Shewanda Riley is the 
author of the Essence best-
seller “Love Hangover: 
Moving From Pain to Pur-
pose after a Relationship 
ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com 
or www.anointedauthorson-
tour.com 

Early morning prayers 
and fellowship with God

Michael T. Williams
Pastor
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Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.
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Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.
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New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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CLASSIFIED
legal

DePaRTMeNT OF FINaNCe aND aDMINISTRaTION
BUREaU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs anD

Real PROPeRTY MaNageMeNT
JaCksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/12/2012 , for:

	 RE:	 GS#	201-065	Campus	Roofing	-	PH	I	
  Coahoma Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Dean and Dean/Associates Architects, P.A. 
	 Address:					 Post	Office	Box	4685
	 	 	 440	Old	Canton	Road,	Suite	200	Highland	Bluff
   Jackson, Mississippi 39296
 Phone:  601-939-7717

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions	to	Bidders	bound	in	the	project	manual.		The	Bureau	of	Building,	
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities	and	to	reject	any	or	all	bids.		NOTE:		Telephones	and	desks	will	not	be	
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/10/12, 5/17/12
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DePaRTMeNT OF FINaNCe aND aDMINISTRaTION
BUREaU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs anD

Real PROPeRTY MaNageMeNT
JaCksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/12/2012 , for:

	 RE:	 GS#	551-002	FFA	Center	Improvements	
  Department of Education

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
 Address:     500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-969-7543

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions	to	Bidders	bound	in	the	project	manual.		The	Bureau	of	Building,	
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities	and	to	reject	any	or	all	bids.		NOTE:		Telephones	and	desks	will	not	be	
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director
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DePaRTMeNT OF FINaNCe aND aDMINISTRaTION
BUREaU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs anD

Real PROPeRTY MaNageMeNT
JaCksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 06/12/2012 , for:

	 RE:	 GS#	206-069	Campus	Roofing	–	PH	I
	 	 Holmes	Community	College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

	 Professional:	 JH&H	ArchitectsPlannersInteriors,	a		 	
   Professional Association 
	 Address:					 3760	I-55	North-Suite	200
   Jackson, Mississippi 39211
	 Phone:	 	 601-948-4601

A deposit of $25.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions	to	Bidders	bound	in	the	project	manual.		The	Bureau	of	Building,	
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities	and	to	reject	any	or	all	bids.		NOTE:		Telephones	and	desks	will	not	be	
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/10/12, 5/17/12
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NOTICe TO BIDDeRS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi,	until	3:30	P.M.	in	the	City	Clerk’s	Office	of	Jackson,	the	bid	must	
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 5, 2012, at which time said bids 
will	be	publicly	opened	at	the	City	Hall	located	at	219	South	President	Street	
(City	Council	Chambers)	in	City	Hall	for	the	following:

06509-060512-A	-	COMPACT	HYDRAULIC	–	CRAWLER	MOUNTED

06509-060512-B	-	COMPACT	HYDRAULIC	–	CRAWLER	MOUNTED	

07051-060512	 -	 40	 FT	 HEIGHT	 AERIAL	 TELESCOPIC/ARTICULATING	
BUCKET	TRUCK
 
75535-060512	-	RUBBER	TIRE	ASPHALT	PAVER	–	EIGHT	FOOT	SCREED	
CLASS
  
The	above	must	comply	with	the	City’s	specifications.	 	 	Copies	of	proposal	
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street,	Room	604,	Hood	Building,	 Jackson,	Mississippi	 39201.	 	Copies	 of	
bid	specifications	are	filed	with	the	City	Clerk	for	public	record	in	accordance	
with	House	Bill	No	999,	1986	Regular	Session	of	the	Mississippi	Legislature.	

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public	Purchasing.		It	is	the	policy	of	the	City	of	Jackson	to	promote	full	and	
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, 
with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by au-
thority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the 
City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being 
awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Pro-
gram,	please	contact	the	Office	of	Economic	Development	at	(601)960-1638.			
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO 
Program	are	available	with	the	Office	of	Economic	Development	at	218	South	
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The	City	reserves	the	right	to	reject	any	and	all	bids.			The	City	also	reserves	
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net 
price	in	accordance	with	specifications.		The	award	could	be	according	to	the	
lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all 
or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating 
the	bid	proposal.			In	those	cases	where	it	is	known	prior	to	advertising	that	
the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, 
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that 
determination during the bid review.

Janet D. Allison, CPPB, Supervisor
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 or 960-1022

 5/10/12, 5/17/12
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Bid 2228- student Handbooks and planners for pre-kindergarten thru Grade 12

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board 
of	Trustees	of	the	Jackson	Public	School	District,	in	the	Business	Office,	662	South	
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 
29, 2012, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The 
Board	of	Trustees	reserves	the	right	to	reject	any	and	all	bids,	to	waive	informalities,	
and	to	withhold	the	acceptance	of	any	bid	if	approved	for	forty-five	calendar	days	
from	the	date	bids	are	opened.		Proposal	forms	and	detailed	specifications	may	be	
obtained	 free	of	charge	by	emailing	acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us,	calling	 (601)	
960-8799,	or	documents	may	be	picked	up	at	the	above	address.	

 5/10/12, 5/17/12
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notice of alternatives to performing
Erosion/Flood Control activity in a 100-year Floodplain

Within the City limits of Jackson, ms

To:	All	interested	Agencies	Federal,	State,	and	Local	Groups	and	Individuals
This is to give notice that the City of Jackson has conducted an evaluation of alter-
native	impacts	as	required	by	Executive	Order	11988	and/or	11990,	in	accordance	
with	HUD	regulations	at	24	CFR	55.20	Subpart	C	Procedures	for	Making	Determi-
nation on Floodplain Management, to determine the potential affect that its activity 
in	the	floodplain	and	wetland	will	have	on	the	human	environment	for	the	State	of	
Mississippi	2008	Supplemental	Disaster	Recovery	Fund	Community	Development	
Block	Grant	Program.	The	Big	Creek	Drainage	Improvements	will	be	a	project	to	
alleviate	flooding	and	erosion	along	the	Big	Creek	drainage	channel	located	behind	
Hidden	Valley	Lane	in	the	City	of	Jackson,	County	of	Hinds,	and	State	of	Missis-
sippi. Rock riprap will used along the Big Creek channel for a distance of 1,000 
linear	 feet.	The	width	of	 the	existing	channel	 is	12	 feet	wide,	 the	 improvements	
will	increase	the	width	to	(18+)	feet.	The	estimated	acreage	of	the	floodplain	to	be	
temporarily disturbed is .573 acres.

The City of Jackson has reviewed possible alternatives to lessen the impact of 
repetitive	flooding	along	Hidden	Valley	Drive	in	South	Jackson	located	within	the	
100-year	floodplain.	The	impacts	of	the	proposed	solution	to	reduce	the	flooding	
and erosion problems will involve grading, widening, and stabilization methods in 
the	form	of	rock	rip-rap	within	the	flowline	of	Big	Creek.	Other	alternatives	will	be	
to	do	nothing	in	disturbing	the	100	year-flood	area,	or	to	relocate	residences	within	
the	Hidden	Valley	Lane	area.		The	City	of	Jackson	feels	the	alternatives	for	no	work	
or	relocation	are	not	feasible	or	in	the	best	interest	to	resolve	the	repetitive	flooding	
issues, and the proposed mitigation method for stabilization and widening is the 
best	alternative	to	reducing	the	impact	of	flooding	and	erosion	along	the	Big	Creek	
channel.

Any	comments	on	the	referenced	subject	matter	must	be	received	in	person	or	mail	
during	the	normal	office	hours	of	8	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	Monday	through	Friday	at	the	
Public	Works	Department,	Engineering	Division	suite	421,	Warren	Hood	Building,	
200 South President Street on before May 22, 2012; the mailing address is City 
of Jackson, Mississippi, Department of Public Works, Engineering Division, Attn: 
Charles	Williams	Jr.,	P.E.,	P.O.	Box	17,	Jackson,	MS	39205.	Comments	may	also	
be	submitted	via	email	at,	cwilliams@city.jackson.ms.us.

Dan Gaillet, P.E.
Director 
Department of Public Works

Sean Perkins
Chief of Staff/Senior Assistant CAO
City of Jackson

 5/10/12
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JaCKSON MUNICIPal aIRPORT aUTHORITY
FOR

CONSTRUCTION aND RelaTeD SeRVICeS
IN CONNeCTION WITH THe

EasT COnCOURsE RE-ROOF 
aT JaCKSON – MeDgaR WIleY eVeRS INTeRNaTIONal aIRPORT

(Jmaa pROJECT nO. 013-11)
may 3, 2012

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids 
at	the	Jackson	–	Medgar	Wiley	Evers	International	Airport	(“JAN”),	Main	
Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mis-
sissippi,	until	3:00	p.m.	on	June	8,	2012	(the	“Bid	Deadline”),	for	construc-
tion and related services in connection with the East Concourse Re-Roof 
at JAN (the “Work”).  The Work consists generally of replacement of the 
roof	of	the	East	Concourse	and	Air	Traffic	Control	Tower	Cab	at	JAN	and	
related work.

JMAA	will	publicly	open	and	read	aloud	all	bids	at	3:05	p.m.	on	June	8,	
2012 (the “Bid Opening”) in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of 
the	Main	Terminal	Building	at	JAN.	 	The	outside	or	exterior	of	each	bid	
envelope or container of the bid must be marked with the bidder’s Mis-
sissippi	Certificate	of	Responsibility	Number	(or	a	statement	that	the	bid	
does	not	exceed	$50,000)	and	with	the	wording:		“Bid	for	East	Concourse	
Re-Roof	–	JMAA	Project	No.	013-11.”		Bid	proposals,	amendments	to	bids	
or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Dead-
line will not be considered for any cause whatsoever.  Bidders and their 
authorized representatives are invited to be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Bid Documents.  The 
Bid Documents contain, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement 
for	Bids,	 Instructions	 to	Bidders,	 the	 form	of	Agreement	 to	be	executed	
by	JMAA	and	 the	 lowest	and	best	bidder	and	Plans	and	Specifications	
for the work.
The	Bid	Documents	are	on	file	and	open	for	public	inspection	at	JAN	at	
the following address:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100	International	Drive,	Suite	300
Jackson,	Mississippi		39208
Telephone:  (601) 664-3566
Facsimile:   (601) 664-3545
Attention:   Mr. Gary Montgomery
   JMAA Maintenance Manager

A	copy	of	the	Bid	Documents	(including	Plans	and	Specifications	for	the	
work) may be obtained upon payment of a $50 refundable fee per set at 
the following address:
Dale Partners Architects, P.A.
One Jackson Place, Suite 250
188	East	Capitol	Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
Telephone:  (601) 352-5411
Facsimile:  (601) 353-5362
Attention:		Mr.	Ron	Hartley

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. on May 24, 2012 in the Staff 
Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.  Attendance 
at the Pre-Bid Conference is mandatory for all those submitting bids for the Work.

JMAA	reserves	the	right	to	amend	the	plans	and	specifications	for	the	Work	by	Ad-
dendum	issued	to	each	person	requesting	a	copy	of	Bid	Documents;	to	reject	any	
and	all	bids	for	any	reason	at	any	time	prior	to	execution	of	the	Agreement;	to	waive	
any	and	all	informalities	in	the	bidding	process;	and	to	hold	all	bids	for	examination	
for	a	period	not	to	exceed	ninety	(90)	days.

JACKSON	MUNICIPAL	AIRPORT	AUTHORITY

DATE:	 May	3,	2012	 /s/	Dirk	B.	Vanderleest	 	 	
	 	 	 Dirk	B.	Vanderleest,	Chief	Executive	Officer
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DePaRTMeNT OF FINaNCe aND aDMINISTRaTION
BUREaU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs anD

Real PROPeRTY MaNageMeNT
JaCksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 06/07/2012 , for:
	 RE:	 GS#	104-178	Fant	Library	Renov.-	PH	I	
	 	 Mississippi	University	for	Women

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:
 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
 Address:      500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-969-7543

A	deposit	of	$150.00	is	required.		Bid	preparation	will	be	in	accordance	with	Instructions	
to	Bidders	bound	in	the	project	manual.		The	Bureau	of	Building,	Grounds	and	Real	
Property	Management	reserves	the	right	to	waive	irregularities	and	to	reject	any	or	all	
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

 5/3/12, 5/10/12
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CiTy OF JaCksOn, mississippi
aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs
nOTiCE TO COnTRaCTORs

mCC-FB-2 Feed Replacement, O.B. Curtis Water Treatment plant

Sealed Bids for MCC-FB-2 Feed Replacement, O.B. Curtis Water Treatment 
Plant  will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, at City Hall of said 
city and state until 3:30 PM, local time, June 12, 2012, and then at said office 
publicly opened and read aloud.

Proposals shall be submitted on form furnished, sealed and deposited with 
the City Clerk prior to the hour and date above designated.

The work generally consists of Replacement of feed conductors within two 
conduits for Motor Control Center MCC-FB-2 within the Filter Building at the 
O.B. Curtis Water Treatment Plant.

The Instructions to Bidders, form of Bid, form of Contract, Plans, Specifica-
tions, form of Bonds and other Contract Documents may be examined at the 
City of Jackson, Department of Public Works, Water / Sewer Utilities Division, 
200 South President Street, Room 405, Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0017, 
between the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM Monday through Friday.

Copies may be obtained from the City of Jackson, Department of Public 
Works, Water / Sewer Utilities Division, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 
39205-0017 upon payment of $50.00, which will not be refunded.

The Standard Specifications adopted by the City of Jackson, as referred to in 
the Contract Documents, may be purchased from the Department of Public 
Works.

Each Bidder must deposit with his Proposal a Bid Bond or Certified Check in 
an amount equal to five percent (5%) of his Bid, payable to the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, as bid security.  Bidders shall also submit a current financial 
statement, if requested by the Owner. 

The successful Bidder must provide both a Performance bond and a Payment 
Bond, each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract, 
upon execution of the Contract.

The Contract Time is forty-five (45) calendar days with liquidated damages of 
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) per calendar day thereafter.

A Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled for May 23, 2012 at 11:00 AM in the 
Membrane Building Meeting Room at the O.B. Curtis Water Treatment Plant.  
Attendance by all potential contractors, subcontractors and other interested 
parties is strongly encouraged.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordi-
nance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an 
eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Develop-
ment at 601-960-1055. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a 
copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, 
Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in  response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, or sex in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating 
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, em-
ployment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, cor-
porations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who 
seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in 
the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City 
residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject 
any and all bids.

DAN GAILLET
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

SEAN PERKINS
CHIEF OF STAFF
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CiTy OF JaCksOn, mississippi
aDVERTisEmEnT FOR EnginEERing sERViCEs

The City of Jackson, Department of Public Works, is seeking Statement of Qualifica-
tions (SOQ’s) from professional engineering firms for consultant engineering work 
in the area of Wastewater Treatment and Planning.  The SOQ’s must be submitted 
in a sealed envelope or box to City Clerk’s Office located at 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 on or before May 17, 2012 at 3:30 P.M. Central 
Daylight Time.

Engineering firms should include information on Wastewater Treatment Systems 
Design and Planning.  The firms should include experience as it specifically relates 
to nutrient, BOD, and TSS removal systems.  General design will include design of 
a system to address additional nutrient, BOD, and TSS removal from the effluent of 
the Trahon-Big Creek WWTP.   

SOQ forms may be obtained from:
 David G. Willis, P.E., Deputy Director
 Department of Public Works
 200 S. President St., Suite 405, Jackson, MS
 (601-960-2090) 

All correspondence should be directed to:
 Dan Gaillet, P.E. Director 
 Department of Public Works
 200 S. President St., Suite 509, Jackson, MS
 (601)-960-2091

Firms will furnish five copies of their SOQ to the City. The SOQ’s will be evaluated 
according the City’s standard evaluation procedure.  
 
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. Therefore, the City of Jackson requests that prospective vendors and 
contractors carefully examine their method of selecting subcontractors and suppli-
ers, to ensure that they are not either actively, or passively, discriminating against 
Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) and Female Business Enterprises (FBEs). 
As a bidder seeking to do business with the City of Jackson, you are expected to 
adhere to a policy of non-discrimination, and to make the maximum practicable 
effort to ensure that historically underutilized firms are given an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the performance of contracts financed in whole, or in part, with City funds. 
For further details about complying with this ordinance, please contact the Office of 
Economic Development, phone number 960-1638.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO 
Plan applications and copies of the program are available at 200 South President 
Street, 2nd floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
 
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex in 
consideration for an award.
 
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and 
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, 
initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or 
entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with 
the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in 
achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportuni-
ties.

Sean Perkins  Dan Gaillet, P.E.
Chief of Staff  Director of Public Works
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CiTy OF JaCksOn, mississippi
aDVERTisEmEnT FOR EnginEERing sERViCEs

The City of Jackson, Department of Public Works, is seeking Statement of Qualifications 
(SOQ’s) from professional engineering firms for consultant engineering work in the area 
of Wastewater Treatment and Planning.  The SOQ’s must be submitted in a sealed 
envelope or box to City Clerk’s Office located at 219 South President Street, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39201 on or before May 17, 2012 at 3:30 P.M. Central Daylight Time.

Engineering firms should include information on Wastewater Treatment Systems Design 
and Planning.  The firms should include experience as it specifically relates to the ability 
to evaluate major unit processes, identify and prioritize all performance-limiting factors, 
and assess the ability to improve performance with a Composite Correction Program of 
the City of Jackson’s Savanna Street WWTP.    

SOQ forms may be obtained from the office of  

SOQ forms may be obtained from:
 David G. Willis, P.E., Deputy Director
 Department of Public Works
 200 S. President St., Suite 405, Jackson, MS
 (601-960-2090) 

All correspondence should be directed to:
 Dan Gaillet, P.E. Director 
 Department of Public Works
 200 S. President St., Suite 509, Jackson, MS
 (601)-960-2091

Firms will furnish five copies of their SOQ to the City. The SOQ’s will be evaluated ac-
cording the City’s standard evaluation procedure.  
 
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contract-
ing. Therefore, the City of Jackson requests that prospective vendors and contractors 
carefully examine their method of selecting subcontractors and suppliers, to ensure that 
they are not either actively, or passively, discriminating against Minority Business Enter-
prises (MBEs) and Female Business Enterprises (FBEs). As a bidder seeking to do busi-
ness with the City of Jackson, you are expected to adhere to a policy of non-discrimina-
tion, and to make the maximum practicable effort to ensure that historically underutilized 
firms are given an opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts financed in 
whole, or in part, with City funds. For further details about complying with this ordinance, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development, phone number 960-1638.  Copies 
of the ordinance, EBO Plan applications and copies of the program are available at 200 
South President Street, 2nd floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
 
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex in consider-
ation for an award.
 
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, 
and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

Sean Perkins  Dan Gaillet, P.E.
Chief of Staff  Director of Public Works
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Bid-2227 new mosely- mullen Elementary school

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:00 P.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) June 4, 2012, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project will be 
held at Enochs Complex Library, 101 Near Street, Jackson, MS 39203 on 
May 22, 2012, at 10:00 A.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-
mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the accep-
tance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are 
opened.  A $250.00 refundable deposit is required for full size copy of plans 
and specifications, to be refunded to all qualified bidders only, upon return of 
all documents in good condition, returned within two weeks of bid opening.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from JH & H 
Architects, 3760 I-55 North, Suite 200, Jackson MS 39211.  Phone:  601-948-
4601, Fax:  601-355-6200.

 5/3/12, 5/10/12
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DEpaRTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTRaTiOn
BUREaU OF BUilDing, gROUnDs anD

REal pROpERTy managEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

aDVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 05/30/2012 , for:

 RE: GS# 104-149 POINDEXTER HALL RENOVATION 
  Procurement of Pianos with Benches
  Mississippi University for Women

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Pryor Morrow Architects and Engineers
 Address:  P.O. Box 167 
   Columbus, Mississippi 39705-0167     
 Phone:  662-327-8990 

A deposit of $0.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director
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lEgal

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid 
must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 29, 2012, at which time said 
bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President 
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

 34056-052912 - Twelve-Month Supply of Various Size Hoses 
 74567-052912  - Twelve-Month Supply of Asphalt Pavement Mill-
ing
 91502-052912  -  New Crew-Cab Trucks and Service Body Com-
bination 
  
The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accor-
dance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi 
Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit 
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Applica-
tion, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth 
by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply 
with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or of-
fer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the 
City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development 
at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application 
and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest 
net price in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according 
to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to 
accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when 
evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to 
advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total 
cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will 
be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the 
City will make that determination during the bid review.

Janet D. Allison, CPPB, Supervisor
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 or 960-1022
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CiTy OF JaCksOn, mississippi
REQUEsT FOR sTaTEmEnTs OF QUaliFiCaTiOns FOR aRCHiTECTURal 

anD EnginEERing sERViCEs

The City of Jackson Department of Public Works is seeking Statements of Qualification 
(SOQ) from architectural, engineering, and surveying firms for a variety of professional 
services.  The SOQ must be submitted in a sealed envelope or box to City Clerk’s Office 
located at 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 on or before May 22, 
2012 at 3:30 P.M. Central Daylight Time.

Firms interested in providing professional services to the City are encouraged to submit 
one or more SOQ in the following fields:

Architecture   Civil/Site Design
Construction/Project Management  Disaster & Recovery Management
Drainage/Flood Control  Electrical Engineering
Environmental/Energy Services  Geotechnical/Materials Testing
Interior Design   Landscape Architecture/Parks
Mechanical Engineering  Solid Waste
Stormwater/Erosion Control  Streets and Bridge Engineering
Structural Engineering & Evaluation Surveying/Staking
Traffic Engineering/ITS  Water/Sanitary Sewer Utilities Engineering
Other 

Two (2) complete SOQ packets shall be submitted for each area the firm desires consideration.

As the need for professional services for certain capital improvement projects arises, 
the SOQs for the related category of work will be evaluated according to the City’s 
standard evaluation procedure.  The SOQ solicitation process will occur two (2) times a 
year.  The SOQ will remain on file with the Director of Public Works for a period of twelve 
(12) months.  Any firm submitting SOQs will not be required to resubmit until their twelve 
(12) month period has expired unless changes within the firm necessitate re-submittal 
sooner.  The SOQs must conform to requirements as outlined in the SOQ documents 
as furnished by the City of Jackson Department of Public Works.  Statements of Quali-
fication not meeting stated criteria and not submitted on forms furnished by the Depart-
ment of Public Works will be returned to applicant marked incomplete.  

Certain state and federal funding sources may require that the City of Jackson advertise 
a separate request for proposals for a specific project.  For these types of projects, the 
SOQ submitted as a response to this request will not be considered. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting. Therefore, the City of Jackson requests that prospective vendors and contrac-
tors carefully examine their method of selecting subcontractors and suppliers, to ensure 
that they are not either actively, or passively, discriminating against Minority Business 
Enterprises (MBEs) and Female Business Enterprises (FBEs). As a bidder seeking to 
do business with the City of Jackson, you are expected to adhere to a policy of non-
discrimination, and to make the maximum practicable effort to ensure that historically 
underutilized firms are given an opportunity to participate in the performance of con-
tracts financed in whole, or in part, with City funds. For further details about complying 
with this ordinance, please contact the Office of Economic Development, phone num-
ber (601) 960-1638.  Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan applications and copies of the 
program are available at 200 South President Street, 2nd floor, Jackson, Mississippi.  

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of 
race, color, national origin, or sex in con-
sideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of 
Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and 
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, 
through various programs, employment, 
initiatives, and assistance.  The City en-
courages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, 
as well as those who seek to contract with 
the City on various projects and or conduct 
business in the City, to assist the City in 
achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportuni-
ties.

SOQ paper forms may be obtained from 
the Engineering Division of Public Works, 
200 South President Street, Suite 424, 
Warren A. Hood Building, Jackson, MS.  
Electronic SOQ forms can be obtained by 
calling the Engineering Division at (601) 
960-1651.

Sean Perkins, Chief of Staff 
Dan Gaillet, P.E., Public Works Director
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DRIVERS NEEDED!!

1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Ready To Move
In Today?
6 Mobile Homes

FOR SALE
Under

$17,900
All Mobile Homes For Sale Are
Set Up In Mobile Home Park

And Ready to Move In.

Bellecrest Mobile Home Park
63 Sullivan Kilrain Rd. Hattiesburg

601-545-1300
We Also Have LOTS FOR RENT!

4 MONTHS 
FREE SPACE 

RENT
Move Your Mobile Home In With Us!

NO 
CREDIT CHECK!
YOU’RE ALREADY APPROVED!
Owner Will Hold Mortgage!

Subject to income verification
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ADOPT: A young 1st time Mom & Dad
promise your baby a loving, secure home.
Expenses paid. Jessica & Christopher, 1-
888-449-0803.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

HIGH-TECH CAREER with U.S. Navy.
Nuclear engineering training worth 77
college hours, POTENTIAL BONUS, finan-
cial security. High School grads ages 17-
26. Call (800) 852-7621.
PARKER DRILLING COMPANY is now
accepting applications for experienced
SCR Electricians. Most possess at least 5
years experience troubleshooting SCR sys-
tems. Also accepting applications for
experienced, licensed Boat Skippers. We
offer excellent pay and benefits.
Candidates can apply online at:
www.parkerdrilling.com EOE.

A FEW PRO DRIVERS NEEDED. Top
pay and 401K. 2 months CDL Class “A”
driving experience. 877-258-8782.
www.meltontruck.com/drive
AVERITT HAS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY
for CDL-A drivers! 37 cpm w/1+ year’s
experience. Home weekly and full bene-
fits! Paid refresher course available. 888-
362-8608 or AVERITTcareers.com Equal
Opportunity Employer.
BILLY BARNES Enterprises, Inc. is hir-
ing experienced flatbed drivers. Home
most weekends. New pay packages!
Requirements include: must be 23 years
of age, class “A” CDL, 1 year verifiable
tractor/trailer experience, clean driving
record. For more information call Mary @
1-800-844-6458 opt. 1.
Drivers -  Company drivers, HOME
WEEKLY. Dedicated lanes, 34¢/mile,
2,500+ miles/week. 2 years OTR experi-
ence required. Call 228-214-5110. RWI
Transportation.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

Drivers - KNIGHT OFFERS HOME-
TIME CHOICES: Express lanes, 7/ON-
7/OFF, 14/ON-7/OFF, WEEKLY. Full and
part time. Daily pay! CDL-A, 3 months
recent experience required. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com
DRIVERS-Class A-CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transportation. 800-925-
5556.
OTR DRIVERS. Start up to .44 cpm!
Great hometime! Great Tarp Pay! Apply
today! 800-441-4271 X MS-100.
HornadyTransportation.com
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL

and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now! Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

MANTIS DELUXE TILLER. NEW!
FastStart engine. Ships FREE. One-year
Money-Back Guarantee when you buy
DIRECT. Call for the DVD and FREE Good
Soil Book! 866-939-6102.

TAKE VIAGRA? 100 mg, CIALIS 20 mg.
40 pills + 4 FREE. Only $99. #1 male
enhancement! Discreet shipping. Save
$500. Buy the Blue Pill Now! 1-888-746-
5615.

ATTENTION DIABETICS with
Medicare. Get a FREE Talking Meter and
diabetic supplies at NO COST, plus FREE
home delivery! Best of all, this meter elim-
inates painful finger pricking! Call 888-
761-2348.

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE. Under
$17,900.  NO CREDIT CHECK!  You’re
already approved, subject to income  ver-
ification. OWNER FINANCING. SIMPLE
TO PURCHASE! MOVE IN TODAY! All
mobile homes for sale are set up in
mobile home park and ready to move in.
Bellecrest. Hattiesburg. 601-545-1300.

THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state. An affordable, low-cost
way to reach over 1 million readers. Call
MS Press at 601-981-3060.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings up to 90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call Today 888-695-6148 for $25.00 off
your first prescription and free shipping.     
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.
DIVORCE with or without Children
$125.  Includes name change and prop-
erty settlement agreement. SAVE hun-
dreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-789-
0198 24/7 or www.Pay4Divorce.com
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932. 
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. You WIN or Pay Us Nothing. Start
your application in under 60 seconds.
Call Today! Contact Disability Group, Inc.
Licensed Attorneys & BBB Accredited. Call
866-632-5302.     

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

F o r  S a l e - M i s c

S e r v i c e s

M o b i l e  H o m e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

H e a l t h / B e a u t y

A d o p t i o n s S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of May 6, 2012

Place Your classified
ad

sTaTEWIDE
In 103 newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

Ms Press services at
601-981-3060.

sTaTEWIDE RaTEs:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.
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GET HOOKED ON GRENADA
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International
Aerobatic 

Competition
at the 

Grenada Airport

For more information, contact
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www.visitgrenadams.com

Enjoy Grenada’s Springfest Carnival 
at Grenada Lake 

May 16 - 20
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0112

1-888-471-1216
Call today and save up to $765 on TV!

Promotional prices start at just

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

Included for 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 
discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

For 12 months with 24 month Agreement.
Everyday Price $24.99/mo

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH Network service activated between 2/01/12 and 5/20/12. 
For the first 3 months of your subscription, you receive a bundle of Blockbuster @Home for $5/mo (regularly $10/mo) and your 
programming package at a promotional bundle price. Promotional prices continue for 3 months provided you subscribe to both 
components of the bundle and do not downgrade. After 3 months, then-current prices apply to each component (unless a separate 
promotional price still applies to your programming package). Requires online DISH Network account for discs by mail; broadbandInternet 
to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at participating Blockbuster stores. Offer 
not available in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home 
Advantage plan requires 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is 
terminated before end of agreement. With qualifying packages, Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of current 
account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. 3- month premium movie offer value is 
up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. Upfront and 
monthly fees may apply. Prices, packages, programming and offers subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions may apply. 
Offer available for new and qualified former customers and ends 5/20/12. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the 
property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. 
STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-reundable processing fee.       
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Metal Roofing
and Pre-Engineered Building Manufacturer

22 Colors In Stock!
Buy Direct and $ave!
1-800-581-4645

Brookhaven, MS * Tupelo, MS * Lake Charles, LA

Order Today...Pick Up Today! We Also Deliver!
Serving 6 states! Contractors Welcome!

Agricultural
and
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Residential

Commercial
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Find out if telescopic glasses, 
microscopic glasses or prismatic glasses can 
help you see better.  Call for a complimentary
phone consultation with the optometrist.  
Prices range from $450 - $3,400

Help for people with
Macular Degeneration

866-771-2040
Rod Fields, OD        .         locations throughout Mississippi, LA & AL
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City of Jackson, mississippi
Notice to Contractors

MACON STREET DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
City project no. 9aa5001

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 
3:30 P.M. Local Time, on June 12, 2012, for supplying labor and equipment as required 
to perform all related items of work for construction of the Macon Street Drainage Im-
provements, City Project No. 9AA5001.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that it will affirmatively insure that in any 
contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority and female business en-
terprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.  The bidders attention is further directed to Special Notice to 
Bidders, included in the contract documents for this project.  (Special Notice to Bidders 
relates to the utilization of small business concerns (MBE’s/FBE’s) on this project.)

A pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, May 22, 2012 at 2:00 P.M. in the 5th floor 
conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, 
MS.  All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties are encour-
aged to attend.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principal of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunity for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
every contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application with the bid submission, in accordance with the pro-
visions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance.  Failure to 
comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being 
awarded an eligible contract.

For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at 960-1638.  Copies of the EBO 
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application, EBO Program, the MBE/FBE Directory and the MBE/
FBE Certification Affidavit are available in the Warren Hood Building – 2nd Floor, located 
at 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, 
and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing 
business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various 
projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities. 

Specifications and Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the Depart-
ment of Public Works located in the Warren Hood Building – 4th Floor, Room 424, locat-
ed at 200 South President St., Jackson, Mississippi 39205.  The Standard Specifications 
adopted by the City Council may be procured from the Department of Public Works, if 
desired, upon payment of $5.00 for each volume. One copy of the Contract Documents 
may be procured on the 4th Floor on the Hood Building, Engineering Division, Suite 424, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 upon payment of $100.00, which will not be refunded. The 
Engineer, Charles Williams Jr., P.E., can be contacted at (601) 960-1651 for questions or 
directions concerning the Macon Street Drainage Improvements Project.  

Proposals shall be submitted in Original triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City 
Clerk prior to the hour and date designated.  Bidders must be qualified under Missis-
sippi Law and show Certificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board 
of Public Contractors. Each Bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility number 
and Mississippi License Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his 
proposal.  Each Bidder must also deposit with his proposal, a Bid Bond or Certified 
Check in the amount equal to five percent (5%) of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson 
as bid security. 

The successful bidder shall furnish a payment bond and performance bond each in the 
amount of 100% of the bid.  Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if 
requested by the City.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

 5/10/12, 5/17/12

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal 
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal 
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
dOllaR GeneRal 
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid 
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid 
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid 
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, 
MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café 
106 West Cunningham Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
 
U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street



OCEANSIDE, Calif. (Re-
uters) - Hundreds of surfers 
paid their respects to Junior 
Seau Sunday, May 6, with 
a “paddle-out” ceremony 
in the Pacific, just beyond 
the beachfront home where 
the football great and avid 
surfer committed suicide at 
age 43.

The death of Seau, a long-
time player for the San Di-
ego Chargers, was a blow to 
residents of that city where 
the retired linebacker was 
viewed as a successful na-
tive son who gave gener-
ously to his community.

Seau shot himself in the 
chest with a revolver on 
Wednesday in the bedroom 
of his house in Oceanside, 
just north of San Diego, po-
lice said.

About 400 fans, friends 
and family members of Seau 
paddled out into the Pacific 
Ocean in front of his house 
for the ceremony Sunday 
[May 6]. Thousands of 
spectators lined the narrow 
beachfront road known as 
The Strand, many of them 
wearing Chargers jerseys 
and carrying flowers.

For most of his 20-year 
career, Seau played for the 
Chargers before moving 
on to the Miami Dolphins 
and New England Patriots 
and retiring after the 2009 
season. He was selected 
12 times to play in the Pro 
Bowl (all-star game).

Among the surfers in the 
water Sunday was New Or-
leans Saints quarterback 
Drew Brees, who earlier 
in his career played for the 
Chargers with Seau.

After the ceremony was 
under way and the surfers 
and three Hawaiian outrig-
ger canoes formed a circle 
past the breaking waves, 
Seau family friend Jay Mi-
chael expressed concern that 

Seau was not represented in 
the paddle-out ceremony, 
which often includes the de-
parted surfer’s board.

Michael found someone 
with a key to Seau’s garage, 
where seven surfboards re-
mained neatly racked on the 
back wall, and he grabbed 
one of Seau’s boards and 
rushed into the water.

“This isn’t right,” Michael 
said. “We got to do this up 
right - I’m bringing Junior’s 
board.”

Michael stood atop the 
bright yellow board with 
gray strips, and paddled it 
out to cheers from surfers in 
the water and people on the 
beach.

Seau often surfed the same 
waters where the ceremony 
was held, which is just south 
of the Oceanside Pier.

Memorial paddle-out cer-
emonies are a longstanding 
tradition among surfers in 
Southern California, Hawaii 
and other places.

Seau’s death follows two 
recent high profile suicides 
of former National Football 
League players.

Former Chicago Bears de-
fensive back Dave Duerson 
shot himself in the chest in 

February 2011 and asked 
that his brain be exam-
ined for evidence of injury 
from his playing days. Last 
month, retired Atlanta Fal-
cons safety Ray Easterling, 
who was among hundreds 
of former NFL players suing 
the league over head inju-
ries, killed himself.

The deaths have come at a 
time of heightened scrutiny 
of the league and the long-
term effects on players of 
repeated blows to the head. 
Pastor Shawn Mitchell, a 
spokesman for the Seau 
family, had said last week 
they planned to have Seau’s 
brain examined for evidence 
of injury, but this weekend 
he said the family was giv-
ing that decision further 
thought.

During his life, Seau ran a 
foundation named after him-
self that helped young peo-
ple avoid drugs and alcohol, 
child abuse and delinquency 
and get an education. The 
foundation distributed near-
ly $4 million to organiza-
tions providing services for 
youths, according to its web-
site.

(Editing by Alex Dobuzin-
skis and Stacey Joyce)

San Antonio Spurs sweep Utah 
Jazz out of NBA playoffs 

The San Antonio Spurs swept the 
Utah Jazz out of the first round of 
the NBA playoffs Monday [May 7], 
holding on for an 87-81 win thanks 
to a balanced attack that saw five 
players score double figures.

Manu Ginobili scored a team-
high 17 points and Tim Duncan had 
11 points and five rebounds for the 
top-seeded Spurs, who went on a 
20-2 scoring run in the second half 
to seize command of game four in 
their Western Conference series.

“We didn’t lose our composure. 
That was great,” Duncan said. “We 
used the clock when we could. We 
took advantage of plays when we 
had to and found a way to close it 
out.”

In the other West game, Chris 
Paul dominated in overtime as the 
Los Angeles Clippers moved to 
the brink of advancing to the sec-
ond round with a 101-97 win over 
Memphis.

The Clippers lead the best-of-
seven series 3-1 and can close it out 
with a win in game five on Wednes-
day in Memphis.

In Utah, France’s Tony Parker 
had 11 points for the Spurs, who 
won the series 4-0, while Gary Neal 
also had 11 and Tiago Splitter con-
tributed 10.

For the Jazz, Al Jefferson tallied 
a game-high 26 points, Devin Har-
ris had 19 and Derrick Favors fin-
ished with 16 points and 10 boards.

Utah is now 22-25 all-time in 
elimination games and still no team 
in NBA history has ever come back 
from a 3-0 series deficit.

“It was a good experience, go-
ing out there, playing against the 
Spurs,” Favors said. “It was a chal-
lenge.”

San Antonio won 21 of their 
last 23 regular season games as 
they surpassed the Oklahoma City 
Thunder to become the West’s top 
seed.

The Spurs shot 10-of-22 from 
beyond the arc, while the Jazz 
failed on all 13 of their three-point 
attempts.

San Antonio went on a scoring 
run in the fourth and then had to 
hold on at the end as Utah mustered 
a spirited rally of their own. The 
Jazz got within four points at 83-79 
with less than a minute remaining.

But Ginobili helped seal the vic-
tory with an uncontested lay-up in 
the last minute after Utah’s Paul 
Millsap bobbled a pass leading to a 

turnover.
Utah made the postseason as the 

eighth seed in the Western Confer-
ence. They were one of the young-
est teams in the playoffs with seven 
players under the age of 26.

“I think it was a good learning 
experience for us,” said Jazz for-
ward Gordon Hayward.

Back in Los Angeles, Paul scored 
eight of his 27 points in overtime as 
the Clippers edged past the pesky 
Grizzlies at Staples Center arena.

Blake Griffin finished with 30 
points, seven assists and five re-
bounds for the Clippers. Paul had 
just two points in the fourth quarter 
but was able to step up his game in 
the extra period.

Mike Conley led Memphis with 
25 points, eight assists and seven re-
bounds, while teammate Rudy Gay 
netted 23 points.

San Antonio Spurs’ Tony Parker (R) jumps over Utah Jazz’s Devin 
Harris during game four of their NBA Western Conference series. The 
Spurs swept Utah out of the NBA playoffs with a 87-81 victory. (AFP 
Photo/Steve Dykes)

Some of the hundreds of friends and fans of ex-San Diego Chargers line-
backer Junior Seau, who killed himself Wednesday with a shot to the chest, 
watch from the shoreline during a paddle-out memorial in front of his water 
front home in Oceanside, May 6, 2012. REUTERS/Mike Blake

NFL star Junior 
Seau remembered in 
surfing ceremony
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Jackson, Miss. • May 7
Jesse Jackson visits Callaway High School

Courtesy of JaCkson PubliC sChools
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After years of buzz about 
the prospect of Outkast, 
rapper Andre 3000 playing 
Jimi Hendrix in a biopic, the 
film is finally about to begin 
shooting this month in Ire-
land.

According to the Irish 
Film & Television Network 
(IFTN), the film titled, “All Is 
By My Side,” will document 
the guitar legend’s period in 
England from 1966 to 1967 
as he created his iconic debut 

album.
The feature, written and 

directed by John Ridley, is 
currently in pre-production 
in Wicklow, with principal 
photography set to begin in 
three weeks in both Wicklow 
and Dublin. The shoot is ex-
pected to last six weeks.

The film will also depict the 
moment Hendrix was discov-
ered in a New York club by 
Rolling Stone guitarist Keith 
Richard’s then girlfriend Lin-
da Keith. She subsequently 

introduced Hen-
drix to manager 
Chas Chandler 
who brought 
Hendrix to Lon-
don in 1966, 
where he re-
corded his debut 
album “Are You 
Exper ienced” 
and had his first 
taste of success.

From 1966 
to 1967, Hendrix went on to 
formulate some of the great-

est guitar-driven records ever 
made.

Jay-Z is already admitting that 
his daughter Blue Ivy will always 
have him wrapped around her little 
finger.

“I imagine I’ll take things I 
learned from my mom and things 
I’ve learned from raising my neph-
ews and apply that,” the rapper said 
in Oprah Winfrey’s “Master Class: 
Special Edition,” which aired Sun-
day on OWN at 10 p.m. ET/PT.  
”Then at the end of the day, I just 
know I’ll probably have the worst, 
spoiled little kid ever.”

But the new father is well aware 
that even spoiled children have mo-
ments when they come to resent 

their parents.
“Everyone imagines they’ll be a 

great dad until their [kids are] teen-
agers,” he said. “[They say], ‘Get 
away from me, Dad. You’re embar-
rassing me.’”

ENTERTAINMENT
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Andre 3000 to begin filming 
Jimi Hendrix biopic in Ireland

Jay-Z: ‘I’ll probably have the 
worst, spoiled little kid ever’

Will and Jada Smith keep 
cool and respond to rumors

Will Smith is still going on 
with life and enjoying every bit 
of it, despite the rumors about a 
crumbling marriage.

He told “Access Hollywood” 
that he’s totally unfazed by the 
rumors that have been floating 
around, saying he doesn’t take 

things like that to heart.
“It’s just a part of the game. 

I’m not going to play that part, 
but I can understand where 
somebody would have some-
thing in their heart where they 
have to stab at somebody, they 
have to poke at somebody, but 
I’m indestructible. You gonna 

hurt yourself stabbing at me,” 
he said.

His wife, Jada, recently 
shared the same idea, but admit-
ted being celebrities is a difficult 
job that keeps the family apart at 
times.

“Before we had the kids, we 
were already far away from each 

other quite often because of 
separate projects,” she told the 
French magazine, Gala.

In the meantime, the couple 
is thriving and working hard in 
Hollywood.

Will’s latest movie, “Men in 
Black” is set to premiere May 
16.

Andre 3000

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

Jada and Will Smith

Jay-Z with daughter

eurweb.com
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Movie Review:
“Dolphin Boy”
TRauMaTizeD Teen CuReD By 
unoRThoDox ReD Sea RehaB

Prices Good Wednesday, May 9 through Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Bone-In Sirloin
Pork Chops

Family Pack, US Inspected
Lean & Tender

$137
LB.

$197
Whole Boneless

Pork Loins

US Inspected
Lean & Tender

LB.

$297
Whole Boneless

Sirloin Tips

Sold in COV Bags, 8-10 lb. Avg.
Black Canyon Angus Select

LB.

$897
Wright’s Stack 

Pack Bacon

3 lb. Package

EA.

Hawaiian
Punch

Gallong Jug
Assorted Flavors

QUANITY RIGHTS RESERVED.  NO SALES TO DEALERS
SOME ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 

TYPOGRAPHICAL OR PICTORIAL ERRORS. PRICES GOOD WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.

Double Manufacturer’s Coupons
Everyday up to 50¢
see store for details

Gain 2X
Detergent

22-32 use
Liquid or Powder $499

StarKist Chunk
Light Tuna

5 oz. Can
Selected Varieties 69¢

Hot or Lean
Pockets

6.5 - 10 oz.
Selected Varieties 3/$5

Blue Bell
Ice Cream

Half Gallon
Frozen Yogurt or

Sara Lee Whole 
Grain Bread

20 oz. Loaf, Classic 
Wheat, Honey Wheat or

Red
Potatoes

5 lb. Bag
US #1

$429

2/$5

2/$5

5/$10for

for

4 - 6 oz.
Select

Yoplait
Yogurt

10/$6

for

8 ct. pkg.
Hot Dog or 

Ball Park
Hamburger Buns

$199

for

QUANITY RIGHTS RESERVED. NO SALES TO DEALERS. SOME ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL OR PICTORIAL  ERRORS. PRICES GOOD WHILE QUANTITIES LAST. IF WE RUN OUT OF A SALE ITEM WE WILL SUBSTITUTE AN ITEM OF 

EQUAL VALUE OR PROVIDE A RAINCHECK UPON REQUEST.

Mississippi Owned and Operated

Byram, Ms.
601-373-9875

5777 Terry Road (at Corner of Terry and Siwell Rd.)
Open 6 AM to 10 PM, Sunday through Saturday

Jackson, Ms.
601-373-9595 

2101 Raymond Road
Open 6 AM to 9 PM, Sunday through Saturday

Pepsi
Products

12 Pack, 12 oz. Cans
Selected Varieties

3/$11for

8 Pack
12 oz. PET
Pepsi

Products
3/$11

18 Pack, Cans
Keystone
Light Beer
$999

18 Pack, 12 oz. Cans

$1299

Budweiser,
Bud Light or 

Select 55 Beer
4/$11for

Best Choice
Soft Drinks

12 Pack, 12 oz. Cans
Selected Varieties

Nestle
Water

24 Pack
1/2 Liter Bottles

$399

12 Pack
Assorted Varieties

Lipton
Tea

$499

The Godfather’s Luca 
Brasi will be forever re-
membered as the mobster 
who sleeps with the fishes, 
but a mute Arab kid may 
be just as deserving of 
cinematic immortality for 
recovering from his condi-
tion after swimming with 
the dolphins. Seventeen-
year-old Morad had been 
left unable to speak after 
suffering a brutal beatdown 
for sending a text message 
to a classmate he had a 
crush on.

As Muslims, the young 
virgin’s overprotective 
siblings had rationalized 
the vicious attack in the 
name of protecting their 
sister’s honor. Fast for-
ward a few months, and 
Morad’s doctors were on 
the verge of giving up on 
any hope of his emerging 
from his semi-vegetative 
state, when a shrink sug-
gested an unorthodox, last 
ditch therapy just a couple 
days before the patient was 
slated to be committed to a 
mental institution.

The experimental regi-
men called for him to re-
port for rehab on the Red 
Sea in Eilat, Israel at a reef 
teeming with bottlenose 
dolphins. At first, Morad 
sort of moped around on 
the dock, but it wasn’t long 
before he got in the water 
where he was immediately 
befriended by a pod of peo-
ple-loving cetaceans. 

Nourished by the sup-
port, he miraculously re-
covered his ability to talk, 
although initially with no 
memory of the terrifying 
event that had crippled 
him. Instead, he coped by 
creating a whole new iden-
tity for himself as “Dolphin 
Boy.” 

But what transpired on 
the night in question not 
only gradually came back, 
but his critical testimony 
in court helped put the per-
petrators behind bars. So 
unfolds “Dolphin Boy,” a 
visually-captivating, feel-
good documentary co-di-
rected by Dani Menkin and 
Yonatan Nir that you just 
have to see to believe.

An astonishing tale of 
cross-species bonding 
likely to leave you rethink-
ing which animal is really 
man’s best friend.    

Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated 
In Hebrew and Arabic 

with subtitles
Running time: 72 min-

utes
Distributor: Dragoman 

Film Distribution 

To see a trailer for Dol-
phin Boy, visit: 

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=H_s-yZ7Yucw  

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer
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1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

May 9 - 15, 2012

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SHOULDER  ROAST

POUND

$299

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT  
PORK  ROAST

POUND

$149

SMALL  FRESH  SPLIT

FRYER
BREAST

POUND

$179
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SHOULDER  STEAK

POUND

$319

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE 
STEAK

POUND

$699

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

PORK 
STEAKS

POUND

$179

FROZEN 

PORK 
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1199

REG.  OR  THICK  SLICED

LYKES 
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

2/$5

LYKES  HONEY  OR  COOKED
HAM,  OVEN,  ROASTED  OR  SMOKED

TURKEY 
10  OZ.  PKG.

2/$5
ROTEL  

CANNED 
TOMATOES

10  OZ.  CAN

$100

SAVE  ON

COKE  PRODUCTS
6  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

3/$10
HUNT'S

SPAGHETTI
SAUCE

24  OZ.  CAN

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ASSORTED

ICE  CREAM 
56  OZ.  CTN.

2/$4
REAL  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BUTTER
1  LB. ..................................... 

2/$5
PILLSBURY  SELECT

BISCUITS
4  PACK .................................. 

2/$4
CRYSTAL  FARMS  CHUNK  OR  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ.  PKG. .............................. 

2/$4
ASSORTED  ACTIVIA

YOGURT
4  PACK .................................... 

2/$4
BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINK
59  OZ.  CTN. ................................

$100

MC  KENZIE  CHUB

CORN
16 - 20  OZ.  CHUB ..........................

$100

MILD,  HOT,  MEDIUM  PATIO

BURRITOS
5  OZ.  PKG. .................................

2/$1
HUNGRY  MAN

FROZEN  
DINNERS
14 - 16  OZ. ............................... 

2/$5

piggly wiggly
110 East Academy

CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.

CANTON, MS
STORE HOURS:

Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price 
you see is 
the price 

you pay at 
the register.

RIPE  GOLDEN

BANANAS
POUND

2/$1
RIPE  SWEET

STRAWBERRIES
1  LB.

2/$4
FRESH  YELLOW  OR  ZUCCHINI

SQUASH
POUND

$100

FRESH  IDAHO

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$200

VIDALIA

ONIONS
2  LB.  BAG

$100

SWEET  JUICY  NAVEL

ORANGES
EACH

2/$1


