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Former National Football 
League players in Jackson and 
from across the state put smiles 
on some of the young patients 
(and their parents) at Blair E. 
Batson Children’s Hospital 
Wednesday, July 22, by hand-
ing out footballs signed by 
members of the retirees asso-

ciation.
The men of the MS NFL Re-

tired Players Chapter fanned 
out from floor to floor surpris-
ing kids and their parents and 
taking up a lot of space in the 
kid-sized rooms.

The youngest child they vis-
ited was 3-month-old Piper 
Pettit who of course knew 
nothing of what was going on. 

But her mother Ashton Pettit 
did and was glad to receive 
ball. 

Her little girl was being 
treated for a heart condition 
and was scheduled to leave 
the hospital the next day. She 
would going home to Varda-
man with a special souvenir 
that she will understand later.

Then some stopped by the 

room of 9-year-old Ashton 
Castillo of Pachuta, near Hei-
delberg. His little face was a 
bit banged up and stitched up 
from a four-wheeler accident.

Eddie Peyton talked to him 
about the importance of rid-
ing a helmet when he rides. He 

Alyce Griffin Clarke was born 
to Henry and Fannie Alice Mer-
riweather Griffin in the backwoods 
of Deovelente, in the last house 
near the Yazoo River. In subsequent 
years, she graduated from McNair 
High School in Belzoni and from 
Alcorn College and other Institu-
tions of higher learning, married Lee 
William Clarke Jr. and had a family.

During the mid-1980s, Clarke 
saw herself as an “ordinary woman,” 
but others saw her on an “extraordi-
nary mission.”

“I never planned to become a 
House Representative…; I ended 
up being vice-chair of a committee 
and people started saying I was run-

ning for City 
Council,” the 
District 69 
Representa-
tive said dur-
ing an inter-
view in the 
comfort of her 
Arbor Vista 
home.

As time 
progressed, 
however, some of Clarke’s friends 
wanted her to campaign to become 
a member of the House of Represen-
tatives. After the Hon. Fred Banks 
became a judge, eight people ran for 

City Council confirms Mayor’s Choices
Confirming two for Central Mississippi Planning and 

Development District (CMPDD) and two JPS Board members

Alyce Griffin Clarke 
- from backwoods 
Deovelente to Mississippi 
House of Representatives 

Mississippi NFL Retired Players Chapter 
uplift spirits at Batson Children’s Hospital

District 69 democrat and sex education 
advocate is first African American 
woman elected to state legislature

Retired players
Continued on page 6

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Clarke
Continued on page 4

Members of the MS NFL Retired Players Chapter at Batson Children’s Hospital, July 22, 2015 PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Traditionally, the word Jam-
min’ is used when a person is 
playing music in a “cool” and 
melodious way. One can be by 
themself and really feeling it or 
with several musicians, hence 
the phrase ‘Jam Session’!

People sometimes refer to 
certain songs they really like as, 
“That’s my Jam!” Good times 
that often went with a person 
holding their glass of preferred 
drink in the air, in a small club 
considered to be “a hole in the 
wall,” and waving it from side 
to side and feeling the music in 
their very soul.

That’s the atmosphere in 
the Jammin’ Jackson Acoustic 
Stage. An intimate quaint set-
ting where it almost seems like 
each pluck of the string, whether 
open or fretted, will be just for 
you. Don’t let the intimacy fool 
you; the artists on this stage can 
get down and dirty!

Big Joe Shelton was born 
in the Black Prairie region of 
Northeast Mississippi. As a 
child growing up in a small Mis-
sissippi town he was exposed to 
an African-American culture, 
which still strongly reflected 
that of the early part of the twen-
tieth century. He attended tent 
minstrel shows, bar-b-que pic-

nics and heard street musicians 
performing authentic traditional 
blues.

The Black Belt region is also 
the birthplace of blues legends 
Howlin’ Wolf, Bukka White and 
Big Joe Williams. As a young 
man he was fortunate in be-
friending Williams and this as-
sociation greatly influenced his 
musical sensibilities.

Ben Wiley Payton of Jackson, 
Mississippi is an acoustic blues 
artist with roots in the Delta, but 
he’s only a relatively recent con-
vert to the vintage style. Born 

Lifelong resident of District 70 
and civil rights advocate, Kathy 
Sykes is a labor organizer, facili-
tator, and service coordinator. The 
52-year-old democrat explained 
that she has worked as a grassroots 
community organizer and political 
consultant more than 20 years.

She pledges “to continue the 

mission of empowerment and ded-
ication to promoting quality of life 
issues that benefit us all.” Sykes’ 
slogan is “Common Ground for the 
Common Good.” She connected 
its meaning to the diverse District 
70 populace.

“We have areas that are very 
poor and areas where the income 
level is quite high. We have citi-
zens with degrees and those with 

Jammin’ Jackson Acoustic StageKathy Sykes seeks to break into 
state politics pushing “Common 
Ground for the Common Good” 

By Yolanda Clay-Moore
R&B Festival 

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

Jammin’ Jackson
Continued on page 7

Sykes
Continued on page 7

Big Joe

Clarke

Sykes

Adib Sabir

During a special meeting of the Jackson City Council, Wednesday, July 29, 2015, confirmed to the 
CMPDD were LeRoy Walker (2nd from right) and Brandon Comer (3rd from left) and to the JPS Board 
Rickey Jones (2nd from left) and Kodi Hobbs (back center). They are joined by Councilmen Charles 
Tillman (L) and De’Keither Stamps (R). (See more confirmations on page 3) PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
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Rep. James ‘Jim’ Evans
Dr. James Anderson
Mr. Frank Bluntson
Hon. Kenneth I. Stokes
Ms. Brenda Scott
Atty. Chokwe A. Lumumba
Rev. Hosea Hines
Mrs. Ineva M. Pittman
Mr. Bill Chandler
Atty. Dennis Sweet
Mrs. Alice Tisdale
Atty. Halbert Dockins
Rev. Danny R. Hollins
Ms. Gladys McCray Sykes
Mr. Albert Sykes
Mrs. Dorothy P. Williams
Rev. Rims Barber
Dr. Ollie Shirley
Mr. Charlie Rice
Fr. Jeremy Tobin
Ms. Jessie Gamble
Mr. Perry Robinson
Atty. June Hardwick
Mrs. Crystal S. McDougal
Mr. Jimmie Robinson
Mrs. Inez Thomas Cole

Mr. Thomas Cheatham
Ms. Annie Davis
Sup. George Smith
Mrs. Gwendolyn Chambliss
Ms. Joyce Jackson
Chief Bracey Coleman
Mr. Frank Figgers
Mr. Tom Head
Mrs. Ona Lee Barnes
Mr. Cordell Weaver
Mr. Alphe Wells
Atty. Delano Funches
Atty. Isaac Byrd
Ms. Mamie Evans
Rep. Percy Watson
Ms. Emogene Scott
Rep. Gregory Holloway
Mr. Arvester ‘Smitty’ Smith
Rep. Rufus Straughter
Atty. L. Patricia Ice
Ms. Janice Holden
Mr. Willie Lacey
Mrs. Tiffany Finch
Dr. Carl Mack
Mrs. Debra Brent
Ms. Georgia McQueen Shinnie

Supporters of Kathy Sykes Democrat for MS House of Representatives District 70 (partial list)
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Joining the new Board members at City Hall, July 13, 2015 was Al Rojas (center), general manager of the Jackson 
Convention Complex, new board members Alex Thomas (left), Wes Scrape (right), Mende Alford (back left) and 
Diann Alford. PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Recently, the City Council of 
Jackson confirmed Mayor Tony Yar-
ber’s candidates for the Capitol City 

Convention Center Board.
The familiar faces to be confirmed 

were Wes Scrape, general manager 
of the King Edward Hotel, Mende 

Alford, owner of Ole Capitol Inn, 
Diann Alford, owner of Two Sisters 
Restaurant, and Alex Thomas, of 
Blue South Entertainment.

Capitol City Convention Center 
Board gains four new members

At age 6, 
Mical spent 
the majority of 
his first school 
year kicked out 
of class for be-
havioral issues, 
including angry 

and violent outbursts. His Great aunt 
and legal guardian, Martha Presley, 
was worried sick about Mical and 
his future.

At such a young age, he seemed 
destined for failure and even worse, 
prison some day.

“He would go to school on Mon-
day and get suspended, then he 
would go to school on Wednesday 
and get suspended again,” Milwau-
kee’s Martha Presley is remember-
ing her nephew Mical’s kindergarten 
year at his inner- city neighborhood 
public school.

By second grade, he couldn’t 
even read. Martha had taken cus-
tody of Mical after his grandmother 
passed away. His grandmother was 
all he had. Mical’s father was never 
in the picture, and his mother had 
relinquished custody because she 
wasn’t capable of properly caring 
for him.

“There were domestic violence 
issues, numerous times when she 
couldn’t feed him, and they moved 
from house to house,” Martha said.

Martha was overwhelmed and 
at her wits end. She kept switching 
Mical’s school, but he continued to 
get into trouble. He hated school and 
wasn’t learning anything.

While families like Martha and 
Mical live in the daily inner-city life 
struggle, federal lawmakers have 
been debating the reauthorization 
of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA), an act that 
determines how and under what 
guidelines the federal government 
help fund America’s schools.

The last reauthorization of ESEA 
occurred in 2002 under former Pres-
ident George Bush and was called 
No Child Left Behind.

During the most recent reauthori-
zation debates, various members of 
Congress have offered an array of 
proposals and amendments relating 
to ESEA, such as creating a clear 
definition of the concept of “bully-
ing.”

However, none of these sugges-
tions would help parents and guard-
ians, like Martha Presley, who are 
desperate to find high-quality edu-
cational alternatives for their at-risk 
kids forced to go to schools where 
they just aren’t performing well, 
whatever the reason may be.

Then again, Congress has the 
luxury of debating ideas that don’t 

work for real people - a luxury that 
Martha Presley and others like her 
do not have. Each passing day, each 
passing week, each passing year, 
Mical’s future was becoming bleak-
er and bleaker.

Fortunately for Martha and Mi-
cal, Milwaukee offers school choice 
options for them beyond the desig-
nated neighborhood school. One 
of those options is the Milwaukee 
Parental Choice program. This 
scholarship opportunity was created 
in 1990 and is the first voucher pro-
gram in the nation.

The program offers scholarships 
for low-income students to attend 
one of the participating private 
schools - at no cost to the student’s 
family. It began 25 years ago with 
300 students and has now grown to 
27,000 kids.

“I heard all about that scholar-
ship program and said we’ve tried 
everything else, lets give this a try,” 
Martha said. Mical became a schol-
arship recipient, and she was able to 
enroll him in Milwaukee’s HOPE 
Christian School. Life changed for 
the better from that day on.

“I sent him there, and they worked 
with him,” Martha tearfully remem-
bers Mical’s first days at HOPE. “He 
wasn’t getting sent home anymore. 
Mical had to buckle down and work 
hard with his teachers to get caught 
up, but now his favorite subject is 
reading.”

“I pay attention, I listen to my 
teachers, and I don’t get suspended 
anymore,” Mical proudly said. “I 
read, I’m really good at reading!”

Meanwhile, on Capitol Hill, Con-
gress continues to debate ESEA, and 
no one knows for sure what the final 
bill will look like. Since it’s passage 
in 2002, the debate around ESEA 
has become a political cesspool.

Some Democrats seem dead set 
on making sure that relaxing the 
Dept. of Education’s involvement in 
punishing state systems for failing 
to meet standards curtailing the use 
of standardized testing in evaluating 
whether a school is “good” or “bad.” 

On the other side of the aisle, 
some Republicans want to com-
pletely remove the federal govern-
ment from the process by eliminat-
ing the “Common Core” standards 
altogether and reducing the Dept. of 
Education’s ability to punish failing 
schools.

Keep in mind that each side needs 
to be able to claim some legisla-
tive victory when the bill ultimately 
passes, often times determined by 
semantics.

Maybe, however, as the political 
posturing over ESEA escalates, law-
makers could benefit from conver-
sations with working class families 
like Martha’s family.

These families are not tied to the 

political party caucus platforms, 
legislative wins and losses or gran-
diose policy proposals that promise 
change in the far distant future. Nor 
do they care about how they are 
viewed by others as they fight to find 
a good school for their kids.

Without the options provided 
through the Milwaukee Paren-
tal Choice program, young Mical 
would be trapped in a failing school. 
In reauthorizing ESEA, Congress 
needs to create an environment 
where similar school choice options 
will be made available for other kids 
as well.

For these kids, being in the right 
school dictates whether they thrive, 
flourish and develop the love of 
learning that will 
serve them for life.  

As Martha Pres-
ley said, “I wanted 
to know why Mi-
cal was suddenly 
enjoying school, so 
I started sitting in 
on his classes and 
just saw so much 
love there. They let 
the kids know that 
they are important, 
that they are some-
body and that they 
have the ability to 
accomplish great 
things,” said Mar-
tha. “Mical is now 
in the third grade 
and has grown 
leaps and bounds. 
I’m really grateful 
for this school.”

While the de-
bate over ESEA 
continues, let’s 
hope that the mem-
bers of Congress 
grasp the imme-
diate benefit of 
school choice for 
families, like Mar-
tha’s family, who 
just want their kids 
to succeed - by any 
means necessary. 

View Mi-
cal’s full story at 
http://youtu.be/
xynykxNsQDc. 
Mical’s Story by 
the Alliance for 
School, c3 non-
profit advocating 
for educational 
choice.

Kevin P Cha-
vous, Executive 
Counsel of Ameri-
can Federation for 
Children, is also a 
contributing writ-
er for the Urban 
News Services.

A good education ‘by 
any means necessary’

A d v e r t o r i A l

By Kevin Chavous 
Executive Counsel
American Federation for Children

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa, Editor



Clarke
Continued from page 1
the slot.

She said, “I almost won without a runoff. That 
left Sollie Norwood and me in the runoff, and I 
won over him.” Her 1985 winning campaign made 
Clarke the first African American female elected to 
the Mississippi Legislature.

Clarke, as the incumbent, is petitioning citizens 
to go to the polls and cast their vote for her this 
Tuesday, August 4. With over 30 years of legisla-
tive service in Mississippi, she said “experience, 
knowledge and expertise” are necessary.

Her neighbor Johnny Porter explained his rea-
sons for supporting Clarke: “She’s done a lot of 
work in the neighborhood and is very much con-
cerned about people. She’s been making meaning-
ful contributions to the community and will con-
tinue to [make them]. She’s a lady for all people, 
despite race, age, and gender.”

Dr. Jean Middleton-Hairston, retired Millsaps 
college professor and a representative of the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund in Washington, D.C., is also a 
neighbor and campaign volunteer. She said Clarke 
has a record of “exemplary service” in District 69.

Accordingly, Middleton-Hairston interjected, 
Clarke has “brought funding to our community, 
and colleges and universities; she has earned and 
commanded the respect of other members in the 
legislature, as is evidenced by her appointments to 
committees she has chaired and vice chaired.”

Middleton-Hairston added that because of 
Clarke’s compassion, young people caught in the 
juvenile justice system find avenues for redemp-
tion and further service to the community. Under 
interstate cooperation and tourism, the campaign 
volunteer noted that Clarke “has encouraged oth-
ers to bring positive energy to the state.”

Retired nurse Vanessa Trotter, who is chal-
lenged as Clarke with multiple sclerosis, called the 
representative “compassionate and loving”: “She 
is what I would want in a sister,” she said. “She 
would get out of her bed and do things for me that 
a nurse would do, and I think everybody should 
know her.”

Pastor Arthur Sutton of Progressive Baptist 
church, and who is also the General Missionary 
Baptist State Convention executive youth direc-
tor, referred to Clarke as one who is compassionate 
with youth - and “a real, sweet, humble, upstanding 
citizen who has done a lot for the city of Jackson. 
She knows what needs to be done and stands on 
what she believes.”

Looking back at a 30-year record, Clarke said, “I 

came to the deci-
sion to initially 
learn. My expe-
rience as teacher 
and nutrition-
ist has enabled 
me to nurture 
the community 
- from children 
to adults, from 
the home to 
House of Rep-
resentatives and 
abroad.”

Utilizing the 
slogan “Together 
We Are Making 
a Difference,” her advocacy includes a sex educa-
tion bill. “I am always interested in reduction of 
teen pregnancy because I worked with WIC and 
saw so many come in already pregnant. But when I 
was teaching, I also was interested. I took a risk of 
teaching about teen pregnancy and responsibility. 
And the principal sanctioned it.”

Clarke pointed out that Mississippi has the 
highest teen pregnancy rate in the nation. In that 
so many people were opposed to this idea, she “fi-
nally got sex education passed,” as “we have not 
had enough parents to teach it.” Thus, the candi-
date called for “an opt-in sex education class that 
requires parents to sign up their children in order 
to take the class.”

Additionally, as a Cade Chapel Baptist Church 
member, she included her concerns about church-
es. “Now there are a lot of things we do in our 
churches and adding sex education means the 
church needs to try to help the whole person. It is 
our responsibility.

“We know teen pregnancy is a problem and we 
need to get experts to come in and work with our 
young people. Children want people they feel com-
fortable talking to. Thus, they need adults to listen 
and not to be judgmental.”

Clarke, an immediate past president of West 
Central Jackson Neighborhood Association, rep-
resented 14 neighborhoods and is recipient of nu-
merous awards, including Community Enrichment 
Service (2002); Goodman, Cheney, and Schwerner 
(NAACP-2006); MS Teenage Pregnancy Task-
force 2011; and Chairwoman of the Ethics Com-
mittee 2008-2012. She is an Alpha Kappa Alpha 
affiliate. 
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Clarke and Middleton-Hairston
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We’ve come too far to go back!
Let’s continue to move 
Hinds County forward!

Promise Made! Promise Kept!

On August 4th 
Re-Elect Tyrone Lewis 

for Hinds County Sheriff
• Tough on crime

• Responsible with 
taxpayer dollars

• Seized $2 million 
in drug money

• Increased visibility 

• 86 new enforcement 
vehicles

• Installed jail 
management system

Paid for by friends of Tyrone Lewis



LEXINGTON, Miss. - The ad-
ministration, staff and parents of 
the Community Students Learn-
ing Center’s Home Instruction for 
Parents of Preschool Youngsters 
(HIPPY) program are excited to 
discover that 90 percent of their 20 
early childhood literacy graduates 
of 2012 passed the 2015 Missis-
sippi 3rd Grade Reading Summa-
tive Assessment. 

Coupled with that achievement, 

the program is preparing for its 
fifth graduating class August 11 at 
6 p.m. Unfortunately, this celebra-
tion is somewhat hampered by a 
long waiting list of parents wanting 
to enter the program and a lack of 
funds to expand and serve them.

That is why CSLC is sending out 
an urgent message calling on other 
contributors to help. “We know and 
believe there are benefactors out 
there who would want to see this 
program expanded to serve even 

more children,” said Beulah Greer, 
CSLC co-founder and execu-
tive director. “National data have 
shown the benefits of early child-
hood literacy. It works!”

Greer said that is why CSLC is 
sending out this alert so that more 
young budding scholars will re-
ceive an early start that can propel 
them to reading and other academic 
success, ultimately, helping to close  
the achievement gaps between the 
less fortunate and the fortunate.

According to HIPPY USA, 
Home Instruction for Parents of 
Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY) is 
an evidence-based program that 
works with families in the home 
to support parents in their critical 
role as their child’s first and most 
important teacher.

HIPPY strengthens communi-
ties and families by empowering 
parents to actively prepare their 
children for success in school. 
Participating parents are thrilled to 
have such a great school-readiness 
program.

The program actually benefits 
both generations: the parent and 
the child. Some parents have been 
inspired to continue their educa-
tion as a result of participating in 
HIPPY according to HIPPY USA.

Audrey Anderson, whose grand-
son Cason will be graduating from 
the program, Aug. 11, said she re-
ally enjoyed HIPPY. “My grandson 
and I have progressed and worked 
well with the lessons,” she said. 

“Any HIPPY activity that is 
hands-on, Cason gets heavily en-
gaged. Last night, we were reading 
one of the books that is a part of the 
curriculum. He would read a page 
and I would read a page. We read 
page after page until he had fallen 
asleep.”

Each participant in the HIPPY 
program receives a total of 27 
books by the time they graduate. 
They have their own personal li-
brary before they head to Kinder-
garten.

Earline Hart, whose grand-
daughter Hailey just entered the 
program, said, “The program in-
spires and motivates Hailey.” She 
said Hailey is so excited about the 
program that when she [Hart] gets 
home from work, Hailey wants to 

role play - making Hart the student 
as she emulates what her home-vis-
itor shared with her and her sitter 
during the day.

“I mean it is like total recall,” 
Hart said. Hart also said she would 
like to see the program incorporat-
ed into the school district benefit-
ting even more students.

Greer concurred. Greer also said 
the CSLC Board has met and is 
urging everyone concerned to help 

with this much-needed expansion. 
While the program is no cost to the 
participating parents, operation, li-
cense, curriculum, home visitors, 
materials, etc. are the responsibili-
ties of the sites.

Tax deductible donations may 
be made payable to: “CSLC HIP-
PY” and mailed to or dropped off 
at 333 Yazoo St., Lexington, MS 
39095 or contact Greer at (662) 
834-0905.
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Data sparks an urgent need for more donors to help expand the program

90 percent CSLC HIPPY 2012 grads 
pass 3rd grade reading test for 2015
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Retired players
Continued from page 1

nodded his head in agreement as did his 
mother Janie Castillo.

Castillo said she was happy the players 
came to visit her son. “I’m glad they took 
the time to do this,” she said.

Vernon Perry, president of the recently 
restarted chapter for retired players said 
the group passed out 100 balls. “It was un-
believable, like a dream come true to see 
so many smiles on so many faces,” Perry 
said. “I can’t describe the feeling I had 
when I left the hospital.”

John Perkins was at the hospital with his 
5-year-old daughter Sarah, who is being 
treated for Kawasaki disease, commonly 
found in Asian children, although the fam-
ily is African American.

Perkins, a chef and preacher with Com-
mon Ground Covenant Church in Jackson, 
said he and his wife Patrice are “learning 
on the fly” about their daughter’s condi-
tion, which involves the heart.

“She was having pain in her chest,” Per-
kins said. “And she had a fever for 10 days 
that wouldn’t break.”

He added he wants other to know it is 
important to make sure heart conditions 
are detected early. “We’re being proactive 
to do what we can,” Perkins said.

Sarah, who was expected to be released 
last week, was happy to see the players 
and get her football. She played around 
the room with her 7-year-old brother John 
Jr., who was even more excited than she 
was.

John Parker Rush, 8, perked up when 
the players entered his room. His mother, 
Wynne Rush said he had undergone hip 
surgery the day before for perthes dis-
ease in his hip, a condition that effects the 
blood flow to the hip bone. They are from 
Kosciusko.

Peyton told him about his own hip sur-
gery at about his age but that that didn’t 
stop him from being able to play in the 
NFL. “You might be able to do that too 
if you want,” Peyton encouraged young 
John.

Then there was one young girl who 
passed through the lobby who wasn’t on 
the list to get a ball. She saw what was go-

ing on and player Jeffrey Moore stopped 
to talk to her. He told the other players “we 
have to give her a ball.”

They found one for her, and she left 
with a smile.

Stephanie R. Jones can be reached at 
srjones13@gmail.com or (601) 454-0372.

CSLC HIPPY 2012 graduates with coordinator Lula Friar (rear left) and 
Executive Director Beulah Greer (rear right). Six participants are not pictured.

Hailey Kimbrough Jordan, 4, (right) is engaged in learning with CSLC 
HIPPY Home Visitor Cherisse Marshall. PHOTOS COURTESY OF CSLC

Peyton, Ashton and Janie Castillo and Collins

Sarah and brother John Perkins with footballs

Peyton with John Parker Rush



Sykes
Continued from page 1

Jammin’ Jackson
Continued from page 1

no degrees. Many are unemployed 
or underemployed. There are differ-
ent perspectives on issues, and I will 
represent those interests as best I can 
to move the state forward,” she said.

The District’s identified needs, 
according to Sykes, include liv-
ing wage jobs, quality education, 
police protection, affordable hous-
ing, and recreational opportunities. 
“My goal as a legislator will be to 
pay special attention to increasing 
our tax base through small business 
development and entrepreneurship 
incentives. Then we can enhance the 
quality of living for all the people of 
District 70,” she contended.

What are her priorities? Rede-
sign the state flag; raise the state 
minimum wage; create superior 
universities, colleges and research 
centers; full funding for MAEP; de-
lay 3rd grade retention; investment 
in early childhood education pre-k; 
decrease unemployment and work-
ers’ compensation for laid off and 
injured workers; entrepreneurship 
incentives; statewide public trans-
portation; healthcare for all through 
Medicaid expansion and Health In-
surance Exchange, women’s right to 
make decisions about their bodies; 
senior citizen home repair; afford-
able housing/housing trust fund.

She added, “I support increasing 
minority procurement with the state. 
Additionally, I will support provi-
sions to recruit and attract major em-
ployment entities through tax abate-
ment, infrastructure improvements 
and job training opportunities.”

Sykes claims to “strongly” sup-
port Initiative 42 which will be on 
the General Election ballot in No-
vember and seeks to provide for 
adequate funding for Mississippi 
public schools. “It is imperative that 
we provide the necessary funding 
to improve our public schools. The 
loss of personnel, supplies and op-
portunities for our students is a re-
sult of inadequate funding. While 42 
will not solve problems, it will stop 
the bleeding in our school districts,” 
she said.

Sykes continued in her push for 
common ground when she spoke 
of changes to assure governmental 
openness and corruption preven-

tion: “I support the laws and regula-
tions governing open meetings and 
open records. I would also support 
measures to require more stringent 
oversight of divisions that have be-
come privatized recently. We need 
better oversight of procurement/bid-
ding procedures, particularly ‘Sole 
Source’ contracts.”

In her long history of commu-
nity service, Sykes has fought at the 
Capitol for state retirees when the 
legislators were talking about deny-
ing the 13th check- cost of living ad-
justment. A member of MAFFAN, 
Working Together Jackson and Co-
operation Jackson, and a member of 
the union, MASE/CWA 3570, the 
candidate was elected an Obama 
delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention in 2008. 

In 2011 she received the Long 
Distance Runner Award from the 
Hinds County Democratic Execu-
tive Committee for serving and sup-
porting Democratic candidates.

She served as Jackson Branch 
NAACP secretary for six terms and 
received the Volunteer of the Year 
Award from SCLC. Noteworthy 
also is that she received the “Doing 
Good in the Hood” Award from the 
Georgetown Festival for registering 
voters.

Conesha Washington-Barron, a 
Lanier High School teacher, said, 

“Ms. Sykes has been a mentor since 
I was a little girl. She is a kind, sweet 
person, always willing to give [of 
herself]. A supporter and civil rights 
activist, she does her research. I’m 
an educator today because of her 
affiliation with Bob Moses and the 
algebra project and the NAACP and 
the Democratic Party.”

From Christ Tabernacle Church 
in Jackson, Pastor Hosea Hines 
said, “I’ve known Kathy for 20 
years. She worked diligently when I 
was president of the Jackson branch 
of the NAACP. She is a person of 
high integrity and I support her 100 
percent for the position Mississippi 
State Representative District 70.”

Dr. Carl Mack, former chair, 
The National Society of Black En-
gineers, spoke of Sykes saying, 
“She was a year behind me in high 
school. We both served as class 
presidents. Her commitment to the 
community has never been unwav-
ering. Kathy represents fresh air and 
she understands leadership from the 
grassroots. She knows how to con-
nect with folks and how to move 
Jackson forward.”

Sykes enters the campaign en-
dorsed by MASE/CWA, CWA, 
Jackson Association of Educators, 
United Auto Workers, and George-
town Neighborhood Association.

in tiny Coila in the hill coun-
try just east of the Delta, Ben 
lived in Greenwood - the rest-
ing place of Robert Johnson 
- before moving as a teen with 
his family in the early 1960s to 
Chicago.

There, Payton fell in the 
city’s vibrant blues and soul 
scene, performing with artists 
including Bobby Rush. In the 
late ‘60s jazz pianist Randy 
Weston recruited Payton for 
an extended stay at a club in 
Morocco, which widened his 
musical outlook. Look out for 
Peyton’s rich voice and consid-
erable guitar skills!

Adib Owens-Sabir is a per-
cussionist and singer/songwrit-
er who has worked in the music 
industry for over 44 years.

He has a plethora of artists 
he has either performed or re-

corded with including: Cas-
sandra Wilson, Etta James, 
Dorothy Moore, Little Milton 
Campbell, Bobby Rush, Ol-
lie Nightingale, Rhonda Rich-
mond, Eddie Cotton, Natural 
High, Deeb’s Blues, Fearless 
Four, The Vamps, Barry Leach, 
The Tougaloo College Concert 
Choir, Tim Avalon, Jewel Bass, 
Jesse Robinson, Mr. Sipp, 
Jimmy “Duck” Holmes, Geter 
Davis, Alvin Fielder, Dr. Lon-
don Branch, Paperclipscien-
tists, Andy Hardwick and many 
more.

His recently recorded CD, 
“SONGS FOR MY FATHER,” 
is a work of art displaying 
Adib’s musical talent and song-
writing skills. A phenomenal 
talent and a treat to hear! 

Scott Albert Johnson was 
named “Best Musician” in 

2009, and 2010 Best of Jack-
son Awards by the Jackson 
Free Press. He was also named 
among the “Hot 100” Har-
monica Players worldwide 
by the Harmonica Company 
in the U.K. He won a Fellow-
ship from the Mississippi Arts 
Commission for his debut proj-
ect, “Umbrella Man Leaves no 
Stone Unturned.”

Born in St. Louis and raised 
in Jackson, Miss., Johnson was 
bathed in the wide range of the 
American songbook, as well as 
the sounds of his 70’s and 80’s 
childhood.

Gifted with a clear, emotion-
ally satisfying voice and a com-
plete grasp on what makes an 
honest, thoughtful song work, 
Johnson invites us to dance the 
night away, get hot, get sweaty 
and get involved!
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
CHARLES & VIRGINIA BOYKIN;                     PETITIONERS
MIKLE & KATHLEEN GUTTER;
WADE & MARYLENE BULLIE; AND 
JOHNNIE DANIELS 

VS.                      NO. G-2014-1626-O/3

NEW GALILEAN MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH; ORLANDO D. FRANKLIN 
(INDIVIDUALLY) AND IN CAPACITY AS 
PASTOR OF NEW GALILEAN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH; WILLIE GEORGE (CHAIRMAN); 
AND JOHN DOES 1-10                     RESPONDENTS

NOTICE OF RETENTION OF PASTOR AND LEADERSHIP
VOTE OF NEW GALILEAN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, INC.

OPERATING AS
NEW GALILEAN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Notice is hereby given to the membership of New Galilean Missionary 
Baptist Church, Inc. operating as New Galilean Missionary Baptist Church 
as of October 27, 2014 that on Tuesday, August 18, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m. a Special Election will be held for the purpose of determining if 
the Pastor and current officers in leadership positions will be retained 
or vacated. The election will take place at the Chapel of New Galilean 
Missionary Baptist Church located at 3832 North Flag Chapel Road, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39213. Please bring identification. 
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WASHINGTON - The Food 
and Drug Administration on 
July 24 approved a first-of-a-
kind drug that lowers artery-
clogging cholesterol more than 
older drugs that have been pre-
scribed for decades.

The drug from Sanofi and 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals 
Inc. offers an important new 
option for millions of patients 
at high risk of heart disease. 
But the drug’s sky-high price 
tag - $14,600 per year - is cer-
tain to escalate debate about 
the cost of breakthrough drugs 
and who should take them.

Praluent is the first in a new 
class of biotech medications 
that use a novel approach to 
lower bad, or LDL, choles-
terol. The drugs are considered 
the first major advance in treat-
ment since the introduction of 
statin drugs more than 20 years 
ago, and analysts expect them 
to generate billions in sales.

But the prospect of introduc-
ing highly-expensive, inject-
able drugs for one of the most 
common medical conditions is 
drawing concerns from health 
insurers, doctors and employ-
ers. Especially since generic 
statin pills are now available 
for as little as a dime a day.

More than 73 million U.S. 
adults, or nearly one-third, 
have high LDL cholesterol, ac-
cording to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. 
Those patients have twice the 
risk of heart disease, the lead-
ing cause of death worldwide.

The FDA approved Praluent 
for two groups of patients at 
highest risk of heart problems:

- patients with abnormally 
high LDL cholesterol caused 
by an inherited condition

- patients with high LDL 
cholesterol and a history of 
heart attack, stroke, chest pain 
and related conditions

Sanofi estimates those 
groups account for 8 to 10 mil-
lion patients in the U.S.

The drug’s $40-a-day price is 
even higher than many analyst 
predictions, which centered 
on $10,000 per year. In an in-
terview Friday, Sanofi execu-
tive Dr. Jay Edelberg said the 
$14,600-a-year price reflects 
the “value to the health care 
system and the value to indi-
vidual patients.” He noted that 
estimated costs for a patient 
who has suffered a heart at-
tack or similar cardiovascular 
problem range from $50,000 to 
$119,000 over 1 year.

But experts say more data 
is needed to establish if Pralu-
ent’s cholesterol-lowering abil-
ity actually translates into few-
er heart problems and deaths. 
Sanofi and Regeneron are 
conducting an 18,000-patient 
study to answer that question, 
but it won’t be complete until 
2017. Until then, many experts 
say new drugs like Praluent 
should be limited to the highest 
risk patients.

“What we know so far is that 
they reduce cholesterol really 
well, but what we’re not sure 
about is whether they actu-
ally reduce someone’s risk,” 
said Dr. Harlan Krumholz, a 
Yale University cardiologist. 
“I think the wisest thing is to 
be cautious about their use and 
reserve them for people who 
have no other choice.”

An estimated 6.3 million 
U.S. patients cannot control 
their LDL levels with statins 
alone, according to medical 
surveys. And another 3.3 mil-
lion are thought to be unable 
to tolerate statins due to side 
effects, but there are no for-
mal criteria to identify these 
patients. As such, experts say 
more research is needed to de-
fine the group.

“I think we need to be clear 
what qualifies for statin intol-
erance,” Dr. Neil Stone, a car-
diologist at Northwestern Uni-
versity, said. “What moves you 
from an inexpensive, generic 
statin to a very expensive new 
drug that doesn’t have near the 
track record of the statin?”

The FDA is scheduled to rule 
on a similar drug from Amgen 
by Aug. 27. Pfizer’s entry into 
the field is expected to launch 
in 2018 or later.

All three drugs lower low-
density lipoprotein, or LDL, 
cholesterol more powerfully 

and in a different way than 
statins. They block a substance 
called PCSK9, which inter-
feres with the liver’s ability to 
remove cholesterol from the 
blood. Adding the new drugs to 
older statins reduces LDL cho-
lesterol by about 40 percent to 
60 percent. Statins alone gen-
erally lower levels of the wax-
like substance by about 25 to 
35 percent.

Statistical analyses pub-
lished earlier this year suggest 
patients taking PCSK9 drugs 
have half the risk of dying or 
suffering a heart problem as 
patients receiving statins or 
older drugs. But definitive 
studies are still ongoing.

For now, several factors 
could limit use of the drugs. 
They must be self-injected by 
patients, with Praluent dosed 
every two weeks. Also their 
price is expected to face push-
back from insurers and other 
companies that manage drug 
expenses.

Pharmacy benefit manager, 
CVS Caremark, has warned 
that if 10 million U.S. patients 
ultimately take PCSK9 drugs it 
could result in well over $100 
billion in new drug spending.

“The one thing you can say 
for sure is that these medica-
tions are going to add sub-
stantially to the overall cost 
of health care,” said Troyen 
Brennan, CVS’ chief medical 
officer.

But analyst predictions for 
the drugs are more modest, at 
least initially. Credit Suisse 
analyst Vamil Divan estimates 
sales for the entire class - in-
cluding drugs from Amgen and 
Pfizer - will reach $10 billion 
by 2019. Pharmaceutical re-
search firm GlobalData proj-
ects global sales of $17.8 bil-
lion by 2023.

CONCORD, N.H. - When 
Tyler Richardson’s son hit pu-
berty, the combination of hor-
mones and new strength from 
a growth spurt added an ele-
ment of danger to a long his-
tory of unpredictable behavior 
because of autism and severe 
anger problems.

He wandered outside one 
day after his aides left his 
grandmother’s home, where 
he was living. Grandma tried 
to bring him back inside, and 
he eventually followed. But 
once in the kitchen, he at-
tacked her, latching on and 
taking her to the ground.

Then, he bit off her finger.
Richardson loved his son, 

but something had to give. Af-
ter a long, nationwide search 
and episodes of trial and error, 
the northern Colorado man 
contacted Lakeview Neuro-
Rehabilitation Center in Ef-
fingham, New Hampshire, an 
88-bed facility near the Maine 
border for people with trau-
matic brain injuries and other 
developmental disabilities. It 
was the only such center he 
could find with an available 
bed that would take his son.

“It’s probably one of the 
toughest things that I think 
anyone has to go through,” 
Richardson said. “Just to find 
somebody to help us find a 
program was really hard.”

About a year later, Richard-
son is back where he started. 
Lakeview is preparing to 
close after months of scru-
tiny over allegations of abuse 
and neglect, including a client 
death and reports of chronic 
understaffing. The paucity of 
such centers for people with 
extreme brain disorders and 
related behavioral problems 
means the closing is send-
ing national ripples through 
the industry and stressing out 
families who need to move 
their love ones from Lakev-
iew, as well as others who 
have lost yet another option.

During the past year, 19 
states and Washington, D.C., 
sent people to Lakeview, a 
private facility which has 
been home to male and female 
residents ranging from age 8 
to their late 40s. Just a quarter 
of the 140 people who have 
lived there in the past year 
came from New Hampshire. 
As of 2013, 13 states had shut 
down state-run developmental 
centers, and many more are on 
the path to closure.

The shutdowns are partly a 
reflection of a trend of states 
moving away from placing 
people in institutions and fo-
cusing instead on caring for 
them within their homes and 
communities. But sometimes, 
like with Richardson’s son, in-

stitutionalization makes more 
sense. Lakeview and only a 
handful of other centers serve 
people who exhibit high-risk, 
often violent behaviors cou-
pled with developmental or 
intellectual disabilities, mean-
ing they require constant care, 
often from multiple people.

Community care, such as a 
home with a few other resi-
dents and caregivers within a 
neighborhood, works for most 
people with developmental or 
intellectual disabilities, said 
John Finn, a former treatment 
expert for the New York gov-
ernment who now does con-
sulting work for New Hamp-
shire agencies. But that type 
of setting doesn’t work in the 
most extreme cases, in which 
five or six aides might need to 
control a violent outburst.

“As they close those devel-
opmental centers, if they don’t 
create an alternative place for 
those really high risk people 
... then the problem the par-
ents have becomes very real,” 
said, Finn, who couldn’t offer 
an exact number of centers 
that serve such patients.

New Hampshire Gov. Mag-
gie Hassan put a moratorium 
on sending new clients to 
Lakeview after a damning in-
vestigation from the Disabil-
ity Rights Center, the state’s 
federally designated protec-
tion and advocacy system for 
people with disabilities. Has-
san initiated daily monitor-
ing of Lakeview and hired a 
consultant to examine licens-
ing for similar facilities. The 
state education commissioner 
also ordered the school at 
Lakeview shut down in part 
because it lacked a curriculum 
and failed to meet other state 
requirements.

The state did not order 
Lakeview to shut down. That 
was the decision of its owner, 
who said it would be too cost-
ly to keep it running with the 
school closed and the morato-
rium on new patients. It costs 
about $800 to $1,500 a day 
to send someone to Lakev-
iew, a cost covered primarily 
through Medicaid. The rates 
for residents in other states 
vary. State health officials 
said Lakeview was also at risk 
of losing its license as admin-
istrators struggled to correct 
problems.

Lakeview has made strides 
in care quality, and news re-
ports have been preoccupied 
by a handful of extreme prob-
lems in the past, said Tammy 
Baxter, who was hired eight 
months ago to improve qual-
ity assurance. She worries that 
some of Lakeview’s clients 
could end up in psychiatric 
wards or jail if they don’t find 
a new home base.

“You didn’t make it to 

Lakeview because you had a 
negative outcome in the com-
munity one time,” Baxter said. 
“People had to fail in multiple 
group homes and multiple fa-
cilities before they ever be-
came a client at Lakeview.”

Since the announcement, 
residents have been trick-
ling out on their way to other 
placements in New England 
and across the country. The 
tentative closing date is Aug. 
1, but administrators say they 
plan to stay open until every-
one has somewhere to go.

Just 10 clients remain. Rich-
ardson’s son is one of them, 
and he’s been looking for 
another placement for nearly 
three months.

“What’s the worst-case sce-
nario? I ask that question all 
the time, and no one can re-
ally tell me what the worst-
case scenario is,” he said. “He 
has to have intense help every 
day for every area, and there’s 
just not a lot of places that can 
do it or are willing to do it or 
want to do it.”

Kimie Hirabayashi, of Ho-
nolulu, sent her teenage son 
to Lakeview after trying a 
number of placements at pub-
lic and private schools in her 
home state. He has attention 
deficit-hyperactivity disorder, 
Asperger’s syndrome, high 
anxiety and intermittent ex-
plosive disorder, she said. The 
family needed to hire a pri-
vate transportation company 
to fly him to New Hampshire 
because he can’t travel on a 
commercial airline.

Hirabayashi, like Rich-
ardson, describes her son’s 
experience at Lakeview as 
positive. His behavior had im-
proved there, and she was pre-
paring to move him to another 
school with bigger classrooms 
and more interaction with oth-
er students when news came 
that Lakeview would close. 
After submitting at least 20 
applications, she found an all-
boys school in Massachusetts 
to take her son.

Although some parents de-
scribe positive experiences 
at Lakeview, official reports 
conclude the facility faced 
chronic understaffing, and 
investigations support alle-
gations of abuse and neglect. 
Reports from the state health 
department found an instance 
of a resident wandering away 
from the facility unattended in 
January, after Lakeview was 
already under scrutiny. It was 
not the first time such a mis-
step had been reported.

State health officials say 
there are better options than 
Lakeview and the focus 
should be on helping people 
live and participate in their 
communities rather than re-
side in institutions.
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FDA oks breakthrough cholesterol 
drug for high-risk patientsBrain disorder 

center’s closing sends 
ripples nationwide

By Kathleen Ronayne
Associated Press

By Matthew Perrone 
AP Health Writer

In this Tuesday, July 14, 2015 photo, one of the housing units of the Lakeview NeuroRehabilitation Center is seen 
in Effingham, N.H. The 88-bed facility for people with traumatic brain injuries, is preparing to close after months 
of scrutiny over allegations of abuse and neglect, including a client death and residents who wandered into the 
woods unattended. AP PHoTo/JIM CoLE

This image provided by Sanofi and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals on 
Friday, July 24, 2015 shows packaging for the drug Praluent. The 
Food and Drug Administration on Friday approved this first-of-a-kind 
medication that lowers artery-clogging cholesterol more than older 
drugs that have been prescribed for decades. SANoFI AND REgENERoN 
PHARMACEuTICALS vIA AP

The Mississippi State De-
partment of Health (MSDH) 
reported the second case of 
West Nile virus (WNV) for 
2015. The reported case is in 
Adams County. Last week, 
the MSDH confirmed the first 
human case in Hinds County.

The MSDH only reports 
laboratory-confirmed cases 
to the public. In 2014, Mis-
sissippi had 43 WNV cases 
and seven deaths.

State Epidemiologist Dr. 
Thomas Dobbs said this sec-
ond case is a reminder of the 
importance of preventing 
mosquito exposure.

“Historically, this is the 
time of year when we see the 
number of West Nile Virus 
cases begin to increase. The 
majority of cases are usually 
reported in August and Sep-
tember - although West Nile 
Virus cases can occur any 
time of the year.”

Symptoms of WNV infec-

tion are often mild and 
may include fever, head-
ache, nausea, vomiting, a 
rash, muscle weakness or 
swollen lymph nodes. In 
a small number of cases, 
infection can result in en-
cephalitis or meningitis, 
which can lead to paraly-
sis, coma and possibly 
death.

The MSDH suggests 
the following precau-
tions to protect yourself 
and your environment 
from mosquito-borne ill-
nesses:

• Use a recommended 
mosquito repellent that 
contains DEET while 
you are outdoors.

• Remove all sources 
of standing water around 
your home and yard to 
prevent mosquito breeding.

• Wear loose, light-col-
ored, long clothing to cover 
the arms and legs when out-
doors.

• Avoid areas where mos-
quitoes are prevalent.

For more information on 
mosquito-borne illnesses, 
visit the MSDH website at 
HealthyMS.com/westnile.

Health officials confirm second 
West Nile Virus case of 2015
Mississippi State Department of Health



HEMPSTEAD, Texas - 
Texas authorities on Tues-
day, July 28, released several 
hours of video footage show-
ing Sandra Bland during her 
three days in jail, saying they 
wanted to dispel rumors that 
she was dead before arriving 
there.

Waller County Judge Trey 
Duhon said such conspiracy 
theories - including one that 
Bland’s mug shot was taken 
after her death - have prompt-
ed death threats against coun-
ty officials.

“Because of some of the 
things that’s gone out on so-
cial media, this county has 
been literally attacked,” he 
said at a news conference, 
adding that the FBI is in-
vestigating the most serious 
threats.

“Sandra Bland was alive 
and well” until she was found 
hanging on July 13 in her 
cell at the Waller County jail, 
Duhon said. Authorities have 
ruled that Bland’s death, three 
days after her arrest during a 
confrontational traffic stop, 
was a suicide.

The video released shows 
her arriving at the jail, being 
questioned by a jailer fill-
ing out forms, making phone 
calls, getting her mug shot 
taken, sleeping in her cell and 
being taken in and out.

She’s calm when she arrives 
at the jail, sometimes smiling 
and at one point putting her 
head in her hands. The jailer 
let her use the phone at the 
booking desk instead of the 
pay phone in her cell, and she 
was seen talking with anima-
tion during some of the calls. 
The video has no audio.

Bland, a black 28-year-
old from suburban Chicago, 

was found dead in the Waller 
County jail on July 13. Au-
thorities have said Bland 
hanged herself with a garbage 
bag, a finding that her family 
has questioned, saying she 
was happy. She was in cus-
tody for allegedly assaulting 
the white state trooper who 
pulled her over for an im-
proper lane change.

The death has garnered 
national attention amid in-
creased scrutiny of police 
treatment of blacks in the 
wake of several high-profile 
police-involved deaths.

On Monday, an initial toxi-
cology report was released 
for Bland that two experts 
said raised the possibility that 
she may have used marijuana 
while in custody. Prosecutor 
Warren Diepraam has said 
information on her marijuana 
use may be relevant to the 
case in determining her state 
of mind.

The amount of THC, one 
of the active components of 
marijuana, in Bland’s sys-

tem was 18 micrograms per 
liter, according to the report. 
That’s more than three times 
the legal limit for drivers in 
Colorado and Washington, 
states that permit the recre-
ational use of marijuana.

Police Capt. Brian Cantrell 
said that he doesn’t know if 
she could have used marijua-
na in the jail. He said there’s 
no recent history of drug sei-
zures there but noted things 
get smuggled into jails every-
where.

A committee of outside at-
torneys will assist Waller 
County District Attorney El-
ton Mathis in investigating 
Bland’s death.

“I don’t know if we’ll ever 
get an answer to all the ques-
tions,” said attorney Lewis 
White of Sugar Land, one of 
the committee members. “But 
our job is to get answers. 
There are going to be answers 
some people don’t like.”

The Texas Rangers and 
the FBI are investigating the 
case.

NATIONAL

WASHINGTON - Some fed-
eral and state prisoners could 
soon be eligible for federal stu-
dent aid to take college courses 
while behind bars.

The aid would come in the 
form of Pell grants, which are 
for low-income people and do 
not have to be repaid.

The Education Department 
confirmed Tuesday, July 28, 
that it would conduct a limited 
pilot program to give prisoners 
access to the Pell grants. The of-
ficial announcement was sched-
uled for Friday, when Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan and At-
torney General Loretta Lynch 
visit the Maryland Correctional 
Institution in Jessup, Maryland. 
The prison has a partnership 
with nearby Goucher College.

Previewing the program, Dun-
can said that the administration 
wants to develop “experimental 
sites that will make Pell grants 
available” to inmates to help 
them get job training and secure 
a productive life after they are 
released.

Asked for more details, Dun-
can told reporters in a call after 
the speech, “Stay tuned.”

Department spokeswoman 
Dorie Nolt declined to disclose 

any specifics on the length of the 
program, which prisoners would 
be eligible and how it would 
work.

Congress passed legislation in 
1994 banning government stu-
dent aid to prisoners in federal 
or state institutions. By setting 
up the proposed “experimental 
sites,” the administration would 
be seeking to get around the ban 
with a pilot program.

The experimental sites section 
of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 gives federal officials flex-
ibility to test the effectiveness of 
temporary changes to the way 
federal student aid is distributed. 
The tests could give the Educa-
tion Department data to support 
possible revisions to laws or 
regulations.

More than two million stu-
dents now receive Pell grants, 
according to Duncan. The maxi-
mum award for the 2015-2016 
school year is $5,775.

On Friday, Duncan and Lynch 
will visit Goucher College’s 
Prison Education Partnership 
at the Jessup facility. About 50 
students are enrolled in Goucher 
College through the partnership, 
which does not receive public 
funding.

The inmates don’t pay tuition, 
and books and supplies are pro-

vided at no cost, according to 
the partnership.

Goucher is part of the Con-
sortium for the Liberal Arts in 
Prison, based at Bard College 
in New York. Wesleyan Univer-
sity in Connecticut and Grinnell 
College in Iowa also are part of 
the consortium.

Education Department Un-
dersecretary Ted Mitchell this 
week called Pell grants “one of 
the key levers that we have” to 
increase the college completion 
rate.

Advocates for expanding 
federal student aid to prisoners 
point to societal benefits. A 2013 
Rand study found that inmates 
who took part in education pro-
grams behind bars had 43 per-
cent lower odds of returning to 
prison than inmates who had 
not. Supporters say the correc-
tional education programs are 
cost-effective compared with 
the costs of re-incarceration.

Reps. Donna Edwards, 
D-Md., and Danny Davis, D-Ill., 
introduced legislation in May 
that would reinstate Pell Grant 
eligibility for federal and state 
prisoners. At the time, Edwards 
said it would go a long way to 
helping curb the nation’s high 
incarceration rate through edu-
cation.

Administration would 
give prisoners access 
to student grants

Jail releases more 
footage of Sandra 
Bland before her death

ADDIS ABABA, Ethio-
pia (AP) -- President Barack 
Obama arrived in East Af-
rica with no big American aid 
packages, no ramped up U.S. 
military resources for fighting 
terror groups and no new ini-
tiatives with billions in gov-
ernment backing.

Instead, he brought a frank 
message on democracy, cor-
ruption and security that could 
perhaps be delivered only by a 
Western leader viewed in Af-
rica as a local son.

“The future of Africa is up 
to Africans,” Obama said dur-
ing a trip to Kenya and Ethio-
pia that concluded Tuesday. 
“For too long, I think that 
many looked to the outside 
for salvation and focused on 
somebody else being at fault 
for the problems of the conti-
nent.”

The president’s advisers re-
ject the notion that Obama’s 
policy toward Africa is all 
talk, pointing to the long-
term potential of initiatives 
to boost power access and 
food security for millions on 
the continent. They stress the 
importance of America’s first 
black president, one with a 
sprawling family still living 
in Kenya, capitalizing on his 
ability to speak not as a lectur-
ing Westerner, but as someone 
with a personal stake in the 
continent’s success.

“He is someone who is 
broadly respected by not just 
the leaders, but the peoples 
of these countries, especially 
young populations who make 
up an increasing percentage 
of these countries,” said Ben 
Rhodes, Obama’s deputy na-
tional security adviser. “So, 
for that reason, I think people 
pay close attention to what he 
has to say.”

“That doesn’t mean that 
they’re going to agree with 
everything he says, but I think 

he can lay out a direction 
that he thinks the U.S.-Afri-
can partnership can go in,” 
Rhodes added.

Indeed, Obama closed his 
East Africa swing with a blunt 
accounting of the risks facing 
the fast-growing continent. He 
compared Africa’s large youth 
population to the Middle East, 
warning that without jobs 
and prospects for the future, 
young Africans are more like-
ly to be drawn to terrorism. 
He warned of the “cancer of 
corruption” that runs rampant 
through some African govern-
ments, a problem he said only 
the continent’s leaders could 
solve.

And with high-level African 
officials in the audience for 
his remarks at African Union 
headquarters, he launched 
a blistering and sometimes 
sarcastic takedown of lead-
ers who refuse to leave office 
when their terms end.

“Let me be honest with you 
- I just don’t understand this,” 
he said, drawing cheers from 
many in the crowd. “I actually 
think I’m a pretty good presi-
dent. I think if I ran, I could 
win. But I can’t.”

While those remarks drew 
cheers from many in the 
crowd, some African activ-
ists greeted his comment one 
day earlier that Ethiopia has 
a democratically elected gov-
ernment with scorn and con-
cern. Obama’s remarks came 
during a news conference with 
Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Desalegn of Ethiopia, whose 
ruling party won every seat in 
parliament in May elections.

Obama’s predecessors have 
also pushed for good gover-
nance and respect for human 
rights in Africa. But none had 
the instant credibility Afri-
can leaders confer on Obama, 
whose visit was heralded as a 
homecoming.

“It would have been differ-
ent of course if he was from 

a different background,” said 
Amadou Sy, director of the 
Africa Growth Initiative at the 
Brookings Institution. “But 
he’s also one of us.”

Obama barely knew his 
father, who was born and is 
buried in Kenya. The younger 
Obama wouldn’t visit the na-
tion of his father’s birth until 
he was in his 20s, yet his po-
litical rise has been cheered 
enthusiastically throughout 
the continent.

Obama’s connections to 
Africa garnered oversized ex-
pectations for what his tenure 
as U.S. president would mean 
for the continent. While he’s 
made four trips to sub-Saha-
ran Africa since taking office 
- more than any other U.S. 
president - his foreign policy 
focus has often been on boost-
ing ties with the Asia-Pacific 
region and confronting crises 
in the Middle East.

Obama also faces frequent 
comparisons to his predeces-
sor George W. Bush, who 
launched a $15 billion initia-
tive for combating HIV/AIDS 
in Africa.

“I am really proud of the 
work that previous admin-
istrations did here in Africa, 
and I’ve done everything I 
could to build on those suc-
cesses,” Obama said during 
a news conference in Kenya 
Saturday. “This isn’t a beauty 
contest between presidents.”

At the heart of Obama’s 
approach to Africa is a belief 
that the U.S. and other devel-
oped nations can no longer 
view the continent simply as 
a receptacle for billions in in-
ternational aid. In an era of 
budget cuts, the president has 
looked to jumpstart programs 
that rely heavily on private 
financing and could eventu-
ally be run by African govern-
ments or businesses, includ-
ing his Feed The Future food 
security program and Power 
Africa electricity initiative.

Obama delivers 
frank words about 
Africa’s problems
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African Union Commission chairperson, Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, right, stands with U.S. President Barack 
Obama as he looks up at the crowd before delivering a speech to the African Union, Tuesday, July 28, 2015, in Ad-
dis Ababa, Ethiopia. On the final day of his African trip, Obama is focusing on economic opportunities and African 
security. AP PhOTO/EvAN vUCCi

FiLE - in this undated photo provided by the Bland family, Sandra 
Bland poses for a photo. Bland, a black 28-year-old from suburban 
Chicago, was found dead in jail on July 13, 2015. Texas authorities 
have said Bland hanged herself with a garbage bag, a finding that her 
family disputes. COUrTESy OF BLAND FAmiLy, FiLE

By Julie Pace
AP White House Correspondent

By michael Graczyk 
The Associated Press

By Jennifer C. Kerr 
The Associated Press



10 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJuly 30 - August 5, 2015

Paid for by friends of Sam Begley



EDUCATION
www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 11July 30 - AugusT 5, 2015

Alcorn State University wel-
comed new deans to lead its 
School of Nursing program to 
new heights.

Brookhaven, Mississippi na-
tive Dr. Debra Spring is the 
school’s new dean of nursing. 
Spring, who is a University of 
Southern Mississippi alumna, 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing in 1975; a master’s de-
gree in nursing with a focus on 
nursing administration in 1979; 
and a doctorate degree in nurs-
ing education and administra-
tion in 2014.

Spring served as a nursing 
faculty member at Hinds Com-
munity College for 25 years be-

fore being named the college’s 
assistant dean of nursing in 
2005, where she remained until 
departing for Alcorn.

Jasper County, Mississippi 
native Dr. Rebecca Fairchild 
is the school’s new associate 
dean of nursing. Fairchild also 
earned her bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from the Universi-
ty of Southern Mississippi. She 
later earned a doctorate degree 
in nursing education and admin-
istration from William Carey 
University in Hattiesburg.

Fairchild has held teaching 
positions in several practical 
nursing programs and associ-
ate degree nursing programs in 
Mississippi and Virginia.

Spring and Fairchild are 
excited about their new posi-
tions. Both doctors are looking 
forward to leading a new gen-
eration of aspiring nurses at Al-
corn.

“I am loving my new po-
sition,” said Spring. “I have 
found the entire faculty, staff, 
and administration at Alcorn 
very helpful and professional 
in the execution of their duties. 
Everyone has gone above and 
beyond the call to make me feel 
welcomed.”

“I am excited about the op-
portunity to work with students 
and faculty at Alcorn,” said 
Fairchild. “I believe Alcorn’s 
School of Nursing is uniquely 

situated to positively impact the 
nursing workforce and health 
care needs in southwest Missis-
sippi.”

The new deans plan to offer 
the students principles of safety, 
trust and commitment to the 
craft of nursing.

“Just as I have during my 
career in nursing education, I 
want each graduate to provide 
safe, effective nursing care to 
those persons entrusted in their 
care,” said Spring. “I will strive 
to provide them with an edu-
cational environment that has 
clear expectations of the rigors 
of the nursing curriculum and 
an environment of respect and 
trust.”

“I believe role modeling is 
important when it comes to in-
spiring upcoming nurses,” said 
Fairchild. “It is also important 
to demonstrate genuine concern 
and commitment to their suc-
cess.”

Spring and Fairchild share the 
desire to make Alcorn’s School 
of Nursing the best in the nation 
while providing support to its 
students.

“My goal is to have Alcorn 
recognized as a provider of the 
best nurses in this state and be-
yond,” said Spring. “I also want 
to afford the School of Nursing 
an opportunity to meet the edu-
cational needs of its constitu-
ents and stakeholders through 

the provision of innovative and 
evidence based educational 
models.”

“My goal is to support the 
efforts of students, faculty, and 
administration in becoming a 
center of excellence in nursing 
education,” said Fairchild.

When Fayette, Mississippi na-
tive Amber Harried enrolled in 
medical classes provided by Jef-
ferson County High School a few 
years ago, she discovered that she 
wanted to pursue a career as a phy-
sician.

“My interest in the medical field 
began in high school where I expe-
rienced my first medical encoun-
ters through the allied health cours-
es offered through the vocational 
education program,” said Harried, 
who is a junior at Alcorn State Uni-
versity. “Since then, I have had the 
privilege of meeting various doc-
tors and shadowing them, which 
further influenced my interest in 
medicine.”

Harried’s tireless efforts to ac-
complish her dream was rec-
ognized when she was recently 
selected to participate in the un-
dergraduate portion of the Missis-
sippi Rural Physicians Scholarship 
Program (MRPSP). Created in 
2007, MRPSP identifies up to 20 

college sophomores who demon-
strate the necessary commitment 
and academic achievement to be-
come competent, well-trained ru-
ral primary care physicians in the 
state of Mississippi. The program 
offers two years of undergraduate 
academic enrichment including 
Medical College Admission Test 
(MCAT) preparation and clinical 
experience in a rural setting. Upon 
completion of all medical school 
admissions requirements, the stu-
dent will be admitted to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi School of 

Medicine (UMMC) through direct 
entry.

Harried looks forward to inter-
acting with students who have a 
passion for becoming physicians 
and providing medical services to 
lesser-known areas.

“It is a wonderful opportunity to 
grow and connect with other indi-
viduals who share my particular 
interests in giving back to our rural 
areas and pursuing our dreams of 
becoming medical providers,” said 
Harried. “I feel very honored to re-
ceive such a distinction. Mississip-
pi has many rural areas that don’t 
have access to medical assistance. 
It is vital for us to return to those ar-
eas and offer the residents a wider 
variety of medical assistance and 
make medical aid more accessible 
to those who are unable to receive 
it due to their location.”

Harried plans to attend medical 
school at UMMC. She said that her 
goal is to practice in her hometown 
as a family physician and pediat-
rics subspecialist.

The number of achieve-
ments of Alcorn State Uni-
versity’s dedicated employees 
continues to rise.

Alcorn’s Director of Ca-
reer Services Joey Mitchell 
won the 2015 Outstanding 
New Professional of the Year 
Award at the 2015 Mississippi 
Association of Colleges and 
Employers (MACE) Summer 
Conference Friday, July 17, at 
the BancorpSouth Arena and 
Conference Center in Tupelo, 
Mississippi.

The award is presented to 
an individual who has been a 
member of MACE for no more 
than two years. The award rec-

ognizes outstanding contribu-
tions to the profession through 
their employment with their 
organization, their involve-
ment with MACE, and their 
participation in other func-
tions or organizations related 

to college employment.
Mitchell appreciated how 

his colleagues recognized him 
for going above and beyond 
his duties.

“I am humbled and grate-
ful,” said Mitchell. “To re-
ceive the award by my peers 
only provides confirmation 
that hard work does not go 
without notice.”

Mitchell said the award has 
motivated him to strive for 
more success in the future.

“Receiving this award re-
minds me that much is ex-
pected from me now and in 
the future. I will have to give 
more in the future in order to 
achieve similar goals.”

A new leader is at the helm 
at Alcorn State University’s 
Vicksburg campus.

Dr. Christopher Gilmer, a 
Forest, Mississippi native, 
is the new director of On-
line Education at Alcorn’s 
Vicksburg Expansion Cen-
ter. Gilmer earned a doctor-
ate degree in English with an 
emphasis in writing from the 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi. He earned his mas-
ter’s degree from Mississippi 
College. Gilmer also earned 
a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi.

Prior to his new role at 
Alcorn, Gilmer was an aca-
demic coordinator and core 
professor of English at 
Walden University. He has 
also taught at Jackson State 
University, Mississippi State 
University and Tougaloo 
College where he chaired the 
Department of English.

Gilmer, who had ties to 
Alcorn prior to accepting his 
new position, speaks highly 
of his new co-workers and 
the University.

“I consider it a real honor 
to work here,” said Gilmer. 
“I have been privileged to 

work as a consultant in on-
line education for Alcorn for 
the past two years and have 
had a chance to experience 
first-hand the dedication of 
the faculty, staff, and admin-
istration to providing a high 
quality education for all stu-
dents. I share Alcorn’s com-
mitment to making education 
a reality for all students.”

Thanks to the promotion of 
an Alcorn alumnus, Gilmer 
developed a high regard for 
the University.

“I had an early role model, 
coach James Clark, who later 
became an alderman in the 
City of Forest. He is as de-
voted to Alcorn as can be. He 
spoke so fondly and proudly 
of Alcorn to a whole genera-
tion of students that we all 
developed an appreciation 
for what a special place Al-

corn is.”
When Gilmer got the call 

from Alcorn, he was prepar-
ing to take another position 
in another state. Although he 
said that opportunity looked 
promising, providing his 
home state with his services 
and being near his loved ones 
made him stay.

“When I got the job at 
Alcorn, I was literally three 
days away from leaving for 
a job offer in Alaska. I was 
honored about the new ad-
venture, but my entire family 
and all of my friends are here 
in Mississippi. I feel a real 
responsibility to give some-
thing back to the people and 
the state that have given me 
so much. The job at Alcorn 
made it possible for me to 
do the work I want to do in a 
state with the people I love.”

Gilmer plans to continue 
the success of the Vicksburg 
campus.

“Our goal is for the Vicks-
burg campus to continue be-
ing responsive to the needs 
of the community. We hope 
the Vicksburg campus will 
further define itself as a vi-
able and desirable higher ed-
ucation option for this entire 
area of the state.”

Alcorn School of Nursing welcomes new dean, associate dean
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn junior Amber Harried to participate in the 
Mississippi Rural Physicians Scholarship Program

Alcorn’s Joey Mitchell wins Outstanding 
New Professional of the Year Award

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn welcomes Dr. Christopher 
Gilmer as director of Online Education 
at the Vicksburg Expansion Center
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Spring

Harried

Mitchell

Gilmer

PSA



Before the of-
ficial opening of 
the 52nd Nation-
al Convention 
of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, 
Inc., praises were 

sent up and God’s presence set 
the tone for what was a very 
successful event in Houston, 
Texas.

Bishop Vashti Murphy McK-
enzie, the National Chaplain 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., and 117 elected and con-
secrated Bishops of the African 
American Episcopal (AME) 
Church, led the praise and wor-
ship service.

The songstresses of the Delta 
Choral lifted their voices with a 
variety of spirit filled songs pro-
claiming God’s glory. Then the 
message of the night was deliv-
ered by the special guest of the 
evening, Marvin Sapp.

Also the featured performer, 
Sapp, is known as the singing 
preacher who has been spread-
ing his message with pride, rev-
erence and triumph for years 
and his performance during the 
Delta National Convention was 
filled with all of the ingredients 
that he is known for.

One of his songs that still re-
mains to be a favorite on every-
one’s top gospel list is “Never 
Would Have Made It.” Its pop-
ularity is not surprising because 
the lyrics are a testimony for so 
many people.

As he begin to set the audi-
ence up for his presentation of 
the song, I began to think how 
many times we have found our-
selves in an unfavorable situ-
ation; wondering what are we 
going to do next, but somehow 
everything worked out. As we 
reflected on the incident, a pos-
itive outcome just didn’t seem 
possible, but we made it.

The verse, “When I look 
back over all that you brought 
me through I can see that you 
were the one that I held on to,” 
is symbolic of what God does 
for each of us everyday.

“Oh, I would have lost it all, 

oh but now I see how you were 
there for me.” This is another 
verse that reminds us that we 
are never alone. God is always 
there with and for each of us.

My favorite verse is “I can 
stand here and tell you, I made 
it”; which is soon followed by 
the chorus - “I am stronger. 
I am wiser. I am better. Much 
better.”

I often tell others, “who else 
but God keeps me.” He has pro-
vided me and my family with 
so much love that I have to tell 
somebody.

So often many people don’t 
take a stand and tell others ‘God 
brought me through.’ We let op-
portunities pass us by. We don’t 
share God’s goodness. We just 
don’t tell others, ‘I never would 
have made it.’

The 52nd National Conven-
tion of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc. has ended but the 
goodness of God continues 
to be offered to all. You don’t 
have to be a member of any or-
ganization started by man, but 
you do need to be a member of 
God’s army and as you claim 
victory in the Lord, don’t forget 
to share God’s word because re-
member, without Him, “I never 
would have made it.”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your good 
news, the good news of your 
place of worship and places you 
have visited.

As always, we ask that you 
let us help you to communicate 
the good news of our Lord. Isa-
iah 52:7a reads, “What a beauti-
ful sight it is to see messengers 
coming with good news!”

The King James Version of 
Isaiah 52:7b reads, “Your God 
reigns.” His presence is every-
where and so should the news 
of His love for all of His chil-
dren.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorBishop TD Jakes talks about his new 
book, TV show and MegaFest 2015

Travel tips for Christian teens

Bishop TD Jakes is known 
for many things. He has touched 
many lives as a man of the cloth, 
an author, and inspirational lead-
er and much more. Currently, the 
Bishop has several projects that 
will be coming up in the next 
couple of months. We begin by 
diving right into his latest publi-
cation Destiny. 

According to Bishop Jakes, 
“This was like waiting for the 
next shoe to fall; it is the next 
step after his previous publica-
tion Instinct.”

While briefly diving into the 
subject matter Bishop Jakes 
gives us insight as to how this 
book can help readers to find 
their purpose and help them fig-
ure out how we can walk the path 
of our own destiny. It provides 
the encouragement that is needed 
during times of transition.

The Bishop personalizes the 
structure of the content mention-
ing his own experiences while 
relating to the readers. This book 
takes a different approach in 
drawing conclusions from work-
ing with people of all walks no 
matter what you’re called to do; 
whether that is in being an ath-
lete, a business professional, the 
president or a parent. The release 
date for Destiny will be August 
4. Destiny is now available for 
pre-order be visiting Barnes and 
Noble or Amazon.

Bishop T.D. Jakes also has a 
new television talk show that 
will be airing Monday - Friday in 
Dallas on WFAA 3-4 p.m. begin-
ning August 17. The Bishop said 
that the content of the show will 
primarily involve him speaking 
with regular people just like he 
does every day; although there 
will be some occasional celeb-
rity appearances. The show will 
consist of a summer tour that will 
take place in several cities with 
Dallas being one of them. 

Excited about his show he 
said,  “I’ve done this same thing 
with Dr. Phil and Oprah, just 

helping people find their way 
out of those quagmires they find 
themselves stuck in sometimes. 
Now I get to do it on my own and 
have full creative control of how 
it is structured.”

Some of us have been to Mega 
Fest but for those of us that have 
not yet attended, Bishop Jakes 
shares what is in store this year. 
Megafest is more than a festival; 
it is an experience that has been 
going strong since 2003.

There is definitely something 
for everyone and the short list of 
some of the names that will be at-
tending this year are Ty Tribbett, 
Serita Jakes, Sarah Jakes Rob-
erts, Marvin Sapp, Joyce Myers, 
Manny Fresh, Yolonda Adams, 
Bishop TD Jakes and so much 
more.

Megafest encompasses a se-
ries of events such as segregated 
praise and worship events such 
as “Woman Thou Art Loosed” 
and “Man Power.” There are 
also events that are specifically 
geared toward children under 
12 years old. Bishop Jakes said, 
“Children go through things too 
and these sessions can be helpful 
especially if they are growing up 
in a single parent home.”

At these sessions children 
are able to gain a level of sup-
port geared directly to their age 
group. Women, men and young 
people all praise differently when 
they are amongst themselves and 
people can be reached. There is 
definitely something to be said 
about praise and worship when 
people are among those they feel 
they can best relate to.

People are registered to attend 
from over 40 different countries. 
An International mass choir will 
touch the hearts of all.

“If you can’t go to Africa we’re 
bringing Africa to you with Zim-
praise,” Bishop Jakes said.

The Faith and Family Film 
Festival will again draw from the 
minds of industry professionals 
that will be covering a variety of 
subjects and sharing their wis-
dom with like minds and those 

interested in 
gaining insight 
to film produc-
tion.

There will 
also be a variety 
of empowerment 
sessions cover-
ing a wide array 
of subjects such 
as technology, business, finan-
cial empowerment, leadership, 
health, film, music, relationships 
and much more. Each of these 
sessions will be led by a profes-
sional giving irreplaceable in-
sight to anything you will need 
to be successful in business no 
matter what your field.

Bishop Jakes briefly comment-
ed about the sessions covering 
the criminal justice system and 
while examining what we can do 
to reduce the amount of violence 
we are seeing with police officers 
that are out of control.

Bishop Jakes will encourage 
us to get more involved in these 
upcoming elections and to take 
accountability of our actions 
while encouraging our brothers 
and sisters to do the same. “We 
will discuss how we can change 
the policies in this country that 
have left more African Ameri-
cans in prison than slaves in 
1890. We need to vote for people 
who are for us and hold their feet 
to the fire,” he said.

Tyler Perry’s “Madea on the 
Run” (the stage play) will be 
making its debut in Dallas on 
August 21, at 7:30 p.m. Bishop 
Jakes said  that this show will 
sell out fast so make sure you get 
your tickets sooner rather than 
later. He has not  seen the show 
but is very excited to be hosting 
it as Tyler Perry brings ministry, 
comedy and so many gifts that 
really send a solid message to all 
those who are able to take part in 
the experience.

Bishop Jakes also said his 
most memorable experience 
over the years was being in Cape 
Town, South Africa where for 
many of the African American 

guests taking part in the festival 
it was their first time experienc-
ing Africa herself.

He said this is the experience 
he is trying to create here in Dal-
las by bringing Zimpraise here 
and encouraging the participa-
tion of so many countries to take 
part in Megafest.

If you have not yet attended 
MegaFest, tailor-make your ex-
perience by visiting mega-fest.
org. The site is user friendly and 
you can easily look through each 
of the activities and create a cus-
tomized experience.

Bishop Jakes does encourage 
people while selecting things 
they like to attend, also add one 
or two items you have not yet ex-
perienced or may hold a smaller 
amount of interest in. “Be open-
minded and just enjoy the expe-
rience, this is more than church, 
and there is something here for 
everyone,” he said.

This year there will be the 
battle of barbers and hairstylists. 
This is something that is new and 
has just been added and they are 
very excited about hosting it as 
the finale event to MegaFest.

Bishop Jakes left us with 
words of inspiration taking us 
through his own testimony, hard-
ships and words of encourage-
ment. “You must fight for your 
dream. If there is something that 
you believe you were put on 
earth to do then you cannot let 
anyone even try to talk you out 
of it.”

He continued, “The first sev-
eral copies of Woman Thou Art 
Loosed I sold out of the trunk 
of my car because no one would 
publish me. You just have to 
keep pushing and believing in 
your dream no matter what.”

Summer will soon be coming 
to a close, and for many Chris-
tian teens that means heading 
out for last minute traveling. 
Not only does it help to know 
how and what to pack, it also 
helps to know how to travel 
safely when you take a vaca-
tion, or even head to a camp for 
the Summer.

For instance, did you remem-
ber to pack extra medicine? 
How about your money? Do 
you have it in a safe spot?

Being safe doesn’t mean 
you’re being geeky...it just 
means you want to not have 
to worry about the small stuff 
so you can have the most fun 
away from home.

Here are some travel tips for 
Christian teens so you can fo-
cus on getting the most out of 
your trip(s), not only for the re-
mainder of the summer but all 
year round:

• Avoid carrying a lot of cash. 
If you have a proper I.D. (pass-
port, driver’s license, etc.) you 
can carry traveler’s checks. If 
you are in a populated area, 
your ATM card can help you 
get quick access to money.

• Having an extra pair of 
glasses or contact lenses is im-
portant for anyone with less-
than-perfect vision. During 
your vacation, small things like 
glasses and contacts are easily 
lost. Make sure you don’t miss 
anything because you can’t 
see. Also, avoid wearing your 

contacts on an airplane. The 
recycled air can dry out your 
contacts and make your eyes 
uncomfortable.

• Do you really need to bring 
expensive items with you on 
your vacation? Try leaving 
your expensive items at home. 
If you must bring some items 
with you, lock them up in the 
hotel safe or leave them with a 
group leader.

• Accidents happen, and 
sometimes you just need a 
band-aid. Put together a small 
first aid kit in your carry-on 
luggage for those little acci-
dents.

• Do you take certain medi-
cations? Whether you take an 
inhaler for asthma, antibiotics 
for an infection, insulin for dia-
betes, or carry an Epi-pen for 
allergic reactions, be sure you 
pack them in your carry-on lug-
gage. Also, you may want to 
pack extra for your trip, just in 
case. Besides having extra med-
ication, be sure you write down 
your medicines and give them 
to the group leader. Also keep 
a copy in your luggage. This 
way, if there is an emergency, 
someone will know what you 
have been taking or how to ad-
minister what you need.

• What should you pack on 
your trip and how should you 
pack it? Make sure you pack 
valuables, toiletries, and travel 
documents in your carry-on 
luggage. Also, do not lock your 
luggage, because security may 
need to check inside. If you 

lock it, they will break the lock 
anyhow. Also, make sure you 
have some sort of identification 
on your luggage, because a lot 
of pieces look alike. Finally, 
keep one copy of your tickets, 
etc. in your carry on, one copy 
in your main luggage, and leave 
one photocopy at home.

• Find out what activities will 
occur on the trip (for packing 
and travel). Pack appropriate 
clothes and other items (like 
a Bible, toothbrush, etc.). Are 
there certain rules about attire? 
Electronic devices? Jewelry? 

• Even if you are on a mis-
sion trip, where you may be 
evangelizing, you should still 
be respectful of cultural and 
religious differences. In some 
cases, your Christian faith 
may even mean you cannot 
enter certain buildings. Some-
times it is considered to be 
disrespectful to take pictures 
of people or religious artifacts, 
so ask first.

Kelli Mahoney is an experi-
enced Christian Youth worker 
and published writer. Kelli has 
been working with Christian 
Teens for almost as long as 
she has been a Christian. She 
started out at a leader with 
the Senior High Ministry at 
Calvary Church in Naperville, 
Illinois and eventually worked 
at the Administrator for Senior 
High Ministry. Kelli also has 
significant experience working 
with troubled teens through 
her work in juvenile probation 
and mental health counseling. 

R E i g n i n g  A n n o u n C E M E n T s
Pearl Street A.M.E. Church and the Pearl Street Community Development Corpo-
ration, Inc., located at 2519 Robinson St., Jackson; in conjunction with the MS Depart-
ment of Education and U.S.D.A., is hosting its fourth free summer feeding program.  
The meal times for children: breakfast, 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. and lunch at 11:30 a.m. – 1 
p.m. The summer feeding program is available, Monday through Friday through July 
31. For additional information about the summer feeding program, contact the Pearl 
Street CDC at (601) 355-0001or email debgiles@comcast.net.
Rev. Samuel Boyd is the pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson, will host the 21st Annual Mo-
man & Harris 5K Run/Walk and Health Fair on Saturday, August 15. The race will begin 
at 7:30 a.m. The Health Fair is free and open to the public. It will be held from 8:30 
a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in the Family Life Center gym. The races include a 5K Run/Walk, 
1-mile Fun Run and a Tot Trot (ages 2-5). The 5K Run/Walk registration forms are avail-
able online at www.newhope-baptist.org or in the church office located at 5202 Watkins 
Drive. Pre-registration ends on Wednesday, August 12. Onsite registration, the morning 
of the race, is also available. For more information call 601-366-7002. Dr. Jerry Young 
is the pastor.

Church Women United of the Jackson Area will hold a Human Rights celebration on 
Friday, August 7,12 noon, at Fondren Presbyterian Church, 3220 Old Canton Road. Dr. 
Valerie Short is the special honoree. Contact: 601-982-8439,1-662-544-1464 
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By Emerald Khan 
Special to The Mississippi Link

Emerald Khan with Bishop TD Jakes to talk about 
Jakes’ new book Destiny, his new talk show and 
MegaFest 2015.

By Kelli Mahoney 
Special to The Mississippi Link

Habitat for Humanity seeking homeowner applicants for Utica
   Habitat for Humanity Missis-
sippi Capital Area (HFHMCA) is a 
non-profit Christian organization 
whose purpose is to build and sell 
decent and affordable housing to 
families who need better housing.
   Working in partnership with low 
income families and using volun-
teer labor and donated materials 
whenever possible, the organiza-
tion is building basic, affordable 

houses that are then sold to fami-
lies at cost with no profit or inter-
est.
   Since its founding in 1986, 
HFHMCA has partnered with fami-
lies to build more than 600 homes 
in the Mississippi capital area.
   HFHMCA is currently accepting 
applications for individuals and 
families interested in becoming 
part of the home ownership pro-

gram in the Utica area.
   An information meeting will be 
held at 5 p.m., Tuesday, August 11, 
2015, at the Hope Credit Union Of-
fice, 106 East Main Street in Utica. 
   Those unable to attend the meet-
ing can learn more by calling (601) 
353-6060 or by visiting www.habi-
tatmca.org.
   The HFHMCA build is scheduled 
for early 2016. 



Jesus gave us 
the authority to 
cast out demons 
and to pray for 
the sick. It is in 
the Name of Je-
sus that God has 

invested power. You cannot 
have power to overcome the 
devil in anyone else’s name.

When I speak in Jesus 
name, it causes a reaction 
in people. It will make them 
alert and some become star-
tled. If people have respect 
for Jesus’ Name, they will 
think about what they are do-
ing and how they are acting.

Jesus Christ is the Name 
by which all your sins can be 
cleansed. You can be healed 
by His Name. In Acts, Chap-
ter 3 verse 6, Peter said to 
the lame man, “In the Name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
rise up and walk.”

Some people want to lift up 
an organization or a business 
program and then throw God 

and Jesus in the mix. Today, 
people use the Holy Name 
of Jesus without respect and 
reverence. However, 2 Tim-
othy 2:19(b) tells us, “Let 
everyone that nameth the 
Name of Christ depart from 
iniquity.”

Jesus is a Name that you 
can come to for salvation, 
for healing, and to get your 
soul and your mind blessed. 
I am not talking about com-
ing to a man or to a building; 
I am talking about coming to 
Jesus. Jesus is the subject!

You can be at home or at 
work and come to Jesus. No 
matter where you are, you 
can come to Him. Jesus is a 
Name that you can take with 
you. In John 6:37, Jesus said, 
“Him that cometh to Me I 
will in no wise cast out.”

Jesus will not turn you 
away; He wants you. In 
Matthew 11:28, Jesus said, 
“Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.”

Your future and my future 

are tied up in the Name of 
Jesus. Life everlasting is in 
the Name of Jesus. Philippi-
ans, Chapter 2, says there is 
honor in the Name of Jesus.

Verses 9-11 read: “Where-
fore God also hath highly 
exalted Him, and given him 
a name which is above ev-
ery name: that at the Name 
of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in the Heav-
en, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the Glory of God 
the Father.”

 One day every knee is go-
ing to bow to Him.

Colossians 3:16-17 reads: 
“Let the Word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and ad-
monishing one another in 
Psalms and hymns and spiri-
tual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. And whatsoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in 
the Name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the 
Father by Him.”

Jesus should be constantly 
on your mind in everything 
you do. Wherever you go and 
whatever you do, you should 
have Jesus on your mind.

Serving God is a lifestyle. 
You either want this life-
style or you do not want it. 
Some people hear the Word 
of God, but they do not want 
this lifestyle. The Saints 
have Jesus on their minds. 
Jesus is the subject!

Next week: “Considering 
your Future”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III 
is pastor of Joynes Road 
Church of God, 31 Joynes 
Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is married to Velma L. 
Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a mem-
ber of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind. He 
serves as chairman of the 
Southeastern Association of 
The Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of July 30

1.	 Intentional	 	 	 Travis	Greene
2.	 Worth	 	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
3.	 War	 	 	 	 Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
4.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
5.	 I	Luh	God	 	 	 Erica	Campbell	Featuring	Big	Shizz
6.	 Yes	You	Can	 	 	 Marvin	Sapp
7.	 This	Place	 	 	 Tamela	Mann
8.	 Worth	Fighting	For	 	 Brian	Courtney	Wilson
9.	 Fill	Me	Up	 	 	 Casey	J
10.	 I	Am		 	 	 	 Jason	Nelson

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Jesus is the subject! - Part II

Like many of 
you, lately I’ve 
watched in dis-
belief as politi-
cians have an-
grily responded 
to criticism, po-

lice officers have displayed explo-
sive moments of deadly rage and 
citizens have asserted their first 
amendment rights of free speech to 
curse and offend others.

Marvin Gaye a few decades 
ago said that all the trouble in the 
world made him want to holler and 
throw up his hands. It seems like in 
this day and age, the trouble in the 
world makes people want to post a 
video about it on YouTube. In this 
digital age of anonymous online 
postings and a wide range of places 
to share video clips of rants about 
everything from international po-
litical issues to bad restaurant expe-
riences, many people want to share 
their negative opinions.

The sad part is that in many of 
these incidents, the angriest people 
are also the ones who loudly pro-
claim Jesus as their Lord and sav-
ior. As one who can admit to having 
my own moments of anger, I can 
understand. What I don’t under-
stand is how some proudly excuse 
their angry moments nonchalantly 
saying, “I’m just keeping it real,” or 
“I’m telling it like it is.”

I think sometimes that what is at 
the root of this increase in anger is 
the increased sense of entitlement 
or belief that one is deserving of 
or entitled to certain privileges.  
For christians, dealing with anger 
becomes even more complicated 
because some of us believe that 
our good works, church attendance 

and overzealous church participa-
tion entitle us to a guarantee of an-
swered prayers and blessings.

Some say that holiness is not the 
biggest challenge for Christians but 
that it is effectively dealing with the 
peculiar mixture of anger and guilt 
that some hide every Sunday as we 
sit in the pews in church. Often this 
anger is hidden in excessive church 
work, unhealthy eating habits, iso-
lation, disconnection and promis-
cuity.

In addition, some angry Chris-
tians may have been given unso-
licited Godly advice about “wait-
ing on God” for prayers to be 
answered. As an angry Christian, 
you may have returned the words 
with either a blank stare or a plastic 
grin that revealed none of the inner 
turmoil. You think you are angry at 
others, but sometimes you are an-
gry at God or even yourself.

This anger might come from 
frustration and guilt that we feel an-
ger towards a sovereign loving God 
and our disagreement with how he 
has chosen to direct our lives.

One way to deal with it is to pray 
honestly to God about how we feel 
and be willing to allow Him to heal 
the broken places. Ecclesiastes 7:9 
says “Do not hasten in your spirit 
to be angry, For anger rests in the 
bosom of fools.” It is a trick of the 
enemy of God’s peace to make us 
feel angry as if we have been cheat-
ed out of something. We should be 
angry at sin and not at God.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com, at www.
shewandariley.com or www.anoint-
edauthorsontour.com 

Unrestrained: The 
Angry Christian 

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R v E d

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Donald Trump, 
the blowhard mogul 
masquerading as 
presidential candi-
date, has once again 
discovered the prob-
lem with trying to be 

a demagogue in a democracy: It’s the 
risk of “going too far.”

Sometimes that means merely be-
ing made to look foolish - as when 
President Obama early in the 2012 
presidential election season deftly 
punctured Trump’s trying to play the 
conservatives’ racist “Birther” game.  

However, at other times it means 
being exposed as a vindictive bully 
whose fragile ego provokes a reflex-
ive lashing out at any and all critics.

That’s the muddy road Trump’s 
been splashing down since he punc-
tuated announcing his candidacy last 
month with a vile slur against un-
documented Mexican immigrants, 
Hispanic-Americans and citizens of 
Mexico alike, and followed it this 
month by attacking in personal terms 
two GOP veteran Senators, John 
McCain of Arizona, and Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina, who had 
sharply criticized his antics.

Trump’s astonishing behavior - in 
declaring that McCain, who endured 
years of brutality in a North Vietnam-
ese prison during the 1960s’ war in 
Southeast Asia, was “not a war hero,” 
and then days later publicly revealing 
Graham’s mobile phone number and 

urging his supporters to call him - 
wasn’t just “unpresidential,” it wasn’t 
even “adult.”

Nor was it smart politically - one 
reason being his juvenile antics re-
vived questions about the five defer-
ments he got to avoid military service 
during the Vietnam War years. (Gra-
ham also is a military veteran.)

Moreover, Republican officials 
couldn’t have been happy that nu-
merous analysts quickly noted the 
strong whiff of hypocrisy pervading 
their outrage at Trump’s insulting 
McCain - given the concerted “not-a-
war-hero” “swift-boating” campaign 
the GOP launched against John Ker-
ry during the Massachusetts Demo-
crat’s 2004 presidential run. 

But Trump’s bully-boy behavior 
also revealed something far more 
worrisome than just his boundless 
ego and inability to counter in a so-
phisticated fashion the criticism, 
whether warranted or not, any presi-
dential contender gets.

That is that it perfectly reflects 
what’s become the foundation of Re-
publican Party politics at the local, 
state and national levels: the use of 
cruelty as a political weapon. 

Consider some of the landmarks of 
Republican Party politics during the 
Obama years:

From shutdowns of the federal 
government that deprived govern-
ment workers of wages and citizens 
of needed services; to the imposition 
of unnecessary and draconian rules 
on economically-distressed citi-

zens needing food stamps and other 
forms of government assistance; to 
a continuing pathological obsession 
with controlling women that’s only 
partially obscured by sanctimonious 
anti-abortion rhetoric; to their deni-
gration of public sector workers and 
their unions, the GOP’s domestic 
program has grounded itself in stok-
ing a cruelty-over-compassion at-
titude about government’s relation-
ship toward those not included in its 
“tent” of “Real Americans.”

Of course, the use of cruelty as a 
political weapon has been the GOP’s 
stock-in-trade since the late 1960s 
when President Richard Nixon re-
placed the overtly racist lexicon of 
the defeated Southern segregationist 
wing of the Democratic Party with a 
Southern strategy based on racially- 
coded appeals to whites.

In the 1980s the Reagan political 
machine re-christened that approach 
as “wedge politics” and used it to 
largely erase any allegiance within 
the Party to responsible bipartisan 
cooperation with Democrats.

Instead, they stoked in its increas-
ingly whites-only base the demand 
for a rigid adherence to reactionary 
politics that Obama’s electoral and 
policy successes have intensified 
even more.

Ironically, the GOP’s surrender to 
extremist politics quickly provoked 
an ongoing internal power struggle 
between its establishment politicos 
and insurgents that has resulted in a 
string of successful and unsuccessful 

primary challenges to several GOP 
senators and representatives the radi-
cal right deemed not conservative - 
that is, cruel - enough.

Those challenges, which taken 
together have no parallel within the 
Democratic Party, underscore the 
fierce authoritarian attitudes of the 
GOP Base - its need to feel it’s domi-
nating others. No one currently better 
expresses that mentality than Trump.

One might be tempted to just enjoy 
the disruption Trump has brought to 
the GOP’s presidential primary door-
step for the second consecutive time. 
Except it suggests the continuation of 
a particularly egregious reality:

Just when the economic and social 
viability of much of “the 99 percent” 
of ordinary Americans - from the 
very poor to a significant portion of 
those who earn middle-income wag-
es - threatened by the combination 
of numerous technological develop-
ments and global economic forces, 
one of the nation’s two major parties 
remains committed to cruelty as a 
foundation for governing. 

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime jour-
nalist based in New York City. His 
essay, “Martin Luther King, Jr.: 
The Great Provocateur,” appears 
in Africa’s Peacemakers: Nobel 
Peace Laureates of African Descent 
(2014), published by Zed Books. 
His new collection of columns, Race 
Forward: Facing America’s Racial 
Divide in 2014, is available at www.
amazon.com

“The Fourth 
Amendment was 
designed to stand 
between us and 
arbitrary govern-
mental authority. 
For all practical 

purposes, that shield has been shat-
tered, leaving our liberty and per-
sonal integrity subject to the whim 
of every cop on the beat, trooper on 
the highway and jail official. The 
framers [of the Constitution] would 
be appalled.” - Herman Schwartz, 
The Nation

Trying to predict the outcome of 
any encounter with the police is a bit 
like playing Russian roulette: most 
of the time you will emerge relative-
ly unscathed, although decidedly 
poorer and less secure about your 
rights; but there’s always the chance 
that an encounter will turn deadly.

The odds weren’t in Walter L. 
Scott’s favor. Reportedly pulled 
over for a broken taillight, Scott - 
unarmed - ran away from the police 
officer, who pursued and shot him 
from behind, first with a taser, then 
with a gun. 

Scott was struck five times, 
“three times in the back, once in 
the upper buttocks and once in the 
ear - with at least one bullet enter-
ing his heart.” (http://www.nytimes.
com/2015/04/08/us/south-carolina-
officer-is-charged-with-murder-in-
black-mans-death.html)

Samuel Dubose, also unarmed, 
was pulled over for a missing front 
license plate. He was reportedly shot 
in the head after a brief struggle in 
which his car began rolling forward.  
(http://www.nbcnews.com/news/
us-news/prosecutors-rewiewiung-
officers-fatal-shooting-unarmed-
cincinnati-man-n396116)

Levar Jones was stopped for a 
seatbelt offense just as he was get-
ting out of his car to enter a conve-
nience store. Directed to show his 
license, Jones leaned into his car to 
get his wallet, only to be shot four 
times by the “fearful” officer. Jones 
was also unarmed. (http://www.
people.com/article/south-carolina-
police-officer-shoots-unarmed-sus-
pect-dashcam) 

Bobby Canipe was pulled over 
for having an expired registration. 

When the 70-year-old reached into 
the back of his truck for his walk-
ing cane, the officer fired several 
shots at him, hitting him once in 
the abdomen. (http://www.daily-
mail.co.uk/news/article-2579654/
Police-dashcam-shows-South-Car-
olina-cop-shoot-70-year-old-Viet-
nam-veteran-man-reached-truck-
cane-routine-traffic-stop.html) 

Dontrell Stephens was stopped 
“for not bicycling properly.” The of-
ficer pursuing him “thought the way 
Stephens rode his bike was suspi-
cious. He thought the way Stephens 
got off his bike was suspicious.” 
Four seconds later, sheriff’s deputy 
Adams Lin shot Stephens four times 
as he pulled out a black object from 
his waistband. The object was his 
cell phone. Stephens was unarmed. 
(http://www.chicagotribune.com/
news/nationworld/chi-florida-
deputy-shoots-dontrell-stephens-
20150424-story.html#page=1) 

If there is any lesson to be learned 
from these “routine” traffic stops, it 
is that drivers should beware.

At a time when police can do no 
wrong - at least in the eyes of the 
courts, police unions and politi-
cians dependent on their votes - and 
a “fear” for officer safety is used to 
justify all manner of police miscon-
duct, “we the people” are at a severe 
disadvantage.

According to the Justice Depart-
ment, the most common reason 
for a citizen to come into contact 
with the police is being a driver 
in a traffic stop. On average, one 
in 10 Americans gets pulled over 
by police. (http://www.bjs.gov/
index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=702;http://
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/
wonkblog/wp/2014/09/09/you-re-
ally-can-get-pulled-over-for-driv-
ing-while-black-federal-statistics-
show/)

Black drivers are 31 percent 
more likely to be pulled over than 
white drivers, or about 23 percent 
more likely than Hispanic drivers. 
As the Washington Post concluded, 
“‘Driving while black’ is, indeed, a 
measurable phenomenon.” (http://
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/
wonkblog/wp/2014/09/09/you-re-
ally-can-get-pulled-over-for-driv-
ing-while-black-federal-statistics-
show/)

As Sandra Bland learned the hard 

way, the reason for a traffic stop 
no longer matters. Bland, who was 
pulled over for allegedly failing to 
use her turn signal, was arrested af-
ter refusing to comply with the po-
lice officer’s order to extinguish her 
cigarette and exit her vehicle.

The encounter escalated, with the 
officer threatening to “light” Bland 
up with his taser. Three days later, 
Bland was found dead in her jail 
cell.

“You’re doing all of this for a fail-
ure to signal?” Bland asked as she 
got out of her car, after having been 
yelled at and threatened repeatedly. 
Had she only known, drivers have 
been pulled over for far less. Indeed, 
police officers have been given free 
range to pull anyone over for a va-
riety of reasons. (http://www.cnn.
com/2015/07/23/us/sandra-bland-
arrest-death/index.html)

This approach to traffic stops 
(what I would call “blank check 
policing,” in which the police get to 
call all of the shots) has resulted in 
drivers being stopped for windows 
that are too heavily tinted, for driv-
ing too fast, driving too slow, fail-
ing to maintain speed, following 
too closely, improper lane changes, 
distracted driving, screeching a car’s 
tires, and leaving a parked car door 
open for too long.

Motorists can also be stopped 
by police for driving near a bar or 
on a road that has large amounts 
of drunk driving, driving a certain 
make of car (Mercedes, Grand Prix 
and Hummers are among the most 
ticketed vehicles), having anything 
dangling from the rearview mirror 
(air fresheners, handicap parking 
permits, troll transponders or ro-
saries), and displaying pro-police 
bumper stickers. (http://www.
forbes.com/2010/10/13/cars-that-
get-ticketed-most-police-speeding-
lifestyle-vehicles-violations.html) 

Incredibly, a federal appeals court 
actually ruled unanimously in 2014 
that acne scars and driving with a 
stiff upright posture are reasonable 
grounds for being pulled over. More 
recently, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled that driving a vehicle 
that has a couple air fresheners, ro-
saries and pro-police bumper stick-
ers at two MPH over the speed limit 
is suspicious, meriting a traffic stop.  
(http://truthinmedia.com/federal-

appeals-court-driving-with-upright-
posture-and-acne-is-sufficient-evi-
dence-for-traffic-stop/)

Unfortunately for drivers, not 
only have traffic stops become po-
tentially deadly encounters, they 
have also turned into a profitable 
form of ‘highway robbery’ for the 
police departments involved.

As The Washington Post report-
ed, “traffic stops for minor infrac-
tions such as speeding or equipment 
violations are increasingly used as 
a pretext for officers to seize cash 
from drivers.” (http://www.wash-
ingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/
wp/2014/09/09/you-really-can-
get-pulled-over-for-driving-while-
black-federal-statistics-show/)

Relying on federal and state asset 
forfeiture laws, police set up “stings” 
on public roads that enable them to 
stop drivers for a variety of so-called 
“suspicious” behavior, search their 
vehicles and seize anything of value 
that could be suspected of being 
connected to criminal activity.

Since 2001, police have seized 
$2.5 billion from people who were 
not charged with a crime and with-
out a warrant being issued. (http://
www.washingtonpost.com/sf/inves-
tigative/2014/09/06/stop-and-seize/) 

If you’re starting to feel some-
what overwhelmed, intimidated and 
fearful for your life and your prop-
erty, you should be. Never before 
have “we the people” been so seem-
ingly defenseless in the face of po-
lice misconduct, lacking advocates 
in the courts and in the legislatures.

So how do you survive a police 
encounter with your life and wal-
let intact? It’s what happens after 
you’ve been pulled over that’s criti-
cal. Survival is the key.

Technically, you have the right to 
remain silent (beyond the basic re-
quirement to identify yourself and 
show your registration). You have 
the right to refuse to have your ve-
hicle searched. You have the right 
to film your interaction with police. 
You have the right to ask to leave.

You also have the right to resist 
an unlawful order such as a police 
officer directing you to extinguish 
your cigarette, put away your phone 
or stop recording them. (http://www.
newsnet5.com/news/state/heres-
what-drivers-police-are-allowed-to-
do-during-traffic-stops)

However, as Bland learned the 
hard way, there is a price for as-
serting one’s rights. “Faced with 
an authority figure unwilling to de-
escalate the situation, Bland refused 
to be bullied or intimidated,” writes 
Boston Globe contributor Renee 
Graham. 

“She understood her rights, but 
for African-Americans in encoun-
ters with police, the appalling price 
for asserting even the most basic 
rights can be their lives.” (http://
www.independent.co.uk/news/
world/americas/here-are-your-
rights-during-a-traffic-stop-in-the-
united-states-10419511.html)

So if you don’t want to get probed, 
poked, pinched, tasered, tackled, 
searched, seized, stripped, manhan-
dled, arrested, shot, or killed, don’t 
say, do or even suggest anything that 
even hints of noncompliance - when 
it comes to interactions with police.

One police officer advised that if 
you feel as if you’re being treated 
unfairly, comply anyhow and con-
test it in court later. Similarly, black 
parents, advising their kids on how 
to deal with police, tell them to just 
obey the officer’s orders. 

“The goal,” as one parent pointed 
out, “is to stay alive.” It seems that 
“comply or die” has become the 
new maxim for the American police 
state. (http://www.huffingtonpost.
com/rachel-garlinghouse/i-have-
the-big-job-of-teaching-my-black-
children-about-police_b_7186598.
html) 

Then again, not even compliance 
is a guarantee of safety anymore. 
“Police are specialists in violence,” 
warned Kristian Williams, who has 

written extensively on the phenom-
enon of police militarization and 
brutality. (http://www.infoshop.org/
pdfs/Our-Enemies-in-Blue.pdf) 

“They are armed, trained, and 
authorized to use force. With vary-
ing degrees of subtlety, this colors 
their every action. Like the possibil-
ity of arrest, the threat of violence is 
implicit in every police encounter. 
Violence, as well as the law, is what 
they represent.”

Moreover, when police officers 
are allowed to operate under the as-
sumption that their word is law and 
that there is no room for any form 
of disagreement or even question, 
that serves to chill the First Amend-
ment’s assurances of free speech, 
free assembly and the right to peti-
tion the government for a redress of 
grievances.

And if you feel like you can’t 
walk away from a police encoun-
ter of your own volition - and more 
often than not you can’t, especially 
when you’re being confronted by 
someone armed to the hilt with all 
manner of militarized weaponry 
and gear - then for all intents and 
purposes, you’re under arrest from 
the moment a cop stops you.

Sad, isn’t it, how quickly we have 
gone from a nation of laws - where 
the least among us had just as much 
right to be treated with dignity and 
respect as the next person (in prin-
ciple, at least) - to a nation of law 
enforcers (revenue collectors with 
weapons) who treat us all like sus-
pects and criminals?

Constitutional attorney John W. 
Whitehead is founder and president 
of The Rutherford Institute.

?Ask Alma

A niece with 
sticky fingers

Dear Alma,
About six months ago, 

my sister moved back to our 
hometown with her daughter, 
who is 10 years old. They 
don’t live that far from me; 
its walking distance. I re-
cently noticed when my niece 
comes by to visit without her 
mother, after she leaves a 
few of my things have been 
missing. Never any money, 
mainly jewelry. 

I’ve never seen her steal 
from me, but I know it has to 
be her. I’m hoping she isn’t 
a kleptomaniac, and I’m not 
sure how to bring this to my 
sister’s attention. I know she 
misses her dad, since they 
moved back and maybe she’s 
doing this to get attention.

How would you suggest I 
handle this problem?

                               Carla

Hey now Carla,
Once a thief, always a 

thief, or so that’s what they 
say. Yea, right, we both know 
that ain’t true.

This email takes me back 
to the 1970s. I’m gonna 
pause a minute to tell the 
truth and shame the devil. 
Since we’re all over 50, I’m 
naming names - lean in close, 
while I whisper.

I remember once Neasy, 
Andrea and I, got caught 
stealing earrings from Zayre 
Department Store. OMGood-
ness, I was scared to death! 
All three of us were probably 
11 or 12 at the time. The 
thought of going to jail terri-
fied me. Let’s just say, I never 
did that again, LOL.

You know it’s no secret, 
I have a soft spot when it 
comes to our kids. Don’t run 

and tell her mama just yet. 
Take the time to talk to her 
directly. You’re her Auntie; 
you got this. Your sister, I’m 
sure would be appalled and 
so angry, she’d probably pun-
ish her for life.

So here’s what I’d suggest: 
the next time she’s over, fix 
a light meal and step to her 
directly. Place a necklace 
around her neck and say 
something like this, “Hey 
potato chip, have you been 
pilfering through my things? 
If you wanna borrow some of 
my jewelry, just ask.”

I think it’s important to talk 
to her and use the word “bor-
row.” Politely ask her to re-
turn your items. Discuss how 
stealing is wrong and how it 
invades a person’s privacy.

Let her know how that 
choice of action will not 
allow you or anyone else to 
trust her.

I’m asking you to take this 
route because she’s only 10 
years old. There’s more to 
this behavior than meets the 
eye - she’s clearly calling out 
for help. I agree with you, 
that she may be missing her 
dad. Either way, this is your 
teachable moment. Become 
the support she needs right 
now. It will build an unbreak-
able bond the two of you will 
share for a lifetime.

If she dives off the deep 
end, tell her you’ll have no 
choice but to mention this to 
her mother.

I’m keeping my fingers 
crossed all’s well that ends 
well. Be sure to let me know 
what happens. I can’t wait to 
hear.

                                    Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

Republicans use cruelty as a political weapon 

‘Comply or die’: drivers beware of 
costly, deadly dangers of traffic stops 
By John W. Whitehead
President, The Rutherford Institute

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist



Statewide 2015 Candidate Qualifying List
Pursuant to statute, the State Board of Election Commissioners must determine whether each Independent candidate and political party nominee meets the qualifications for office prior to his or her name being placed 

upon the ballot for the 2015 General Election. Political party candidates qualify with the respective political party and are listed as submitted to the Secretary of State’s Office.

Candidates for the August 2015 Primary Election:
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Mississippi statewide 3-year election cycle 2014, 2015 and 2016
[Shaded areas are offices up for election this year, previous and upcoming years]
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lEgAl

REQuEsT FOR sTATEmEnTs OF QuAliFiCATiOns
AnD EXpREssiOns OF inTEREsT

by the
JACksOn muniCipAl AiRpORT AuTHORiTy

for
AD HOC ARCHiTECTuRAl sERViCEs

(JmAA pROJECT nO. 015-15)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements of Qualifica-
tions and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifications”) to provide 
architectural and related services (“Services”) to JMAA  on an ad hoc basis for limited 
projects at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”) and Hawkins 
Field Airport (“HKS” and together with JAN, the “Airports”).  

JMAA will receive the Statements of Qualifications to perform the Services at the of-
fices of JMAA at Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Evers International Air-
port, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208 until 2:00 p.m. on August 28, 
2015 (the “Deadline”).

Each Statement of Qualifications must be placed inside a sealed envelope or pack-
age marked with the wording:  “Statement of Qualifications for Ad Hoc Architectural 
Services.”  The outside of the envelope or package must also state the name(s) of the 
Primary Respondent. Statements of Qualifications received by JMAA after the Dead-
line will not be considered for any reason whatsoever.

Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Statements of Qualifications 
and Expressions of Interest (“RFQ”) is on file and open for public inspection at the of-
fices of JMAA.  The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFQ, General 
Information for Respondents, General Requirements for Statements of Qualifications, 
Information Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection.  A copy of the Infor-
mation for Respondents may be obtained from JMAA as follows:

Attention: Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
 Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
 Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
 100 International Drive
 Jackson, Mississippi 39208
 Attention: Woodrow Wilson, Jr., Senior Director of Capital Programming
 Telephone:  (601) 664-3536
 Email:  wwilson@jmaa.com
 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/RFP-RFB.htm. 

JMAA will hold a pre-submission conference relating to the Services and the require-
ments of the RFQ at 1:00 p.m. on August 12, 2015 in the Community Room at JAN.  
Attendance at the pre-submission conference is mandatory for all Primary Respon-
dents.

The contract to perform the Services will be awarded to the Respondent determined 
by JMAA to be best qualified to perform the Services.  Prior to making the award, 
JMAA may request certain Respondents to make presentations to JMAA’s Selection 
Committee.

JMAA reserves the right to reject any and all Statements of Qualifications for any rea-
son at any time prior to execution of a contract with the Respondent selected by JMAA 
to perform the Services and to waive any and all informalities and irregularities in the 
selection process.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

7/30/2015   8/6/2015   

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

sECTiOn 901

ADVERTisEmEnT

City of Jackson, mississippi

Federal Aid project no. sRsp-0250-00(035) lpA 105812-401000, 
Barr Elementary school

The City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, will receive bids for the Safe Route 
to School Project of Barr Elementary School for a project length of .72 miles, Federal 
Aid Project No. SRSP-0250-00(035) LPA 105812-401000 no later than 3:30 PM, Lo-
cal Time, August 25, 2015, at the City of Jackson located at 219 South President 
Street, Jackson Mississippi. All bids so received will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. 

The work shall consist essentially of the following items: 
 
The installation of sidewalks, and warning signs. And the maintenance of existing 
warning signs, traffic signals and signal pole. All other related items of work required 
to complete the project as shown and specified in the Contract Documents.

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the respon-
sibility of the contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equipment and 
materials required by the specifications and the drawings referred to therein.

The attention of bidders is directed to the Contract Provisions governing selection 
and employment of labor. Minimum wage rates for Federal-Aid projects have been 
predetermined by the Secretary of Labor and are subject to Public Law 87-581 Work 
Hours Act of 1962, as set forth in the Contract Provisions.
 
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that it will affirmatively insure that in 
any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged and women’s 
business enterprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit bids in response 
to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, or 
national origin in consideration for an award. 

The award of this contract will be contingent upon the Contractor satisfying the DBE/
WBE requirements.

The Contract Documents are on file and may be examined at the following locations: 

1. City of Jackson Office (Engineering Division), 200 South President Street Suite 
424, Jackson Mississippi.
2. IMS Engineers, 126 E. Amite Street, Jackson Mississippi, 39201
All documents required for bidding purposes may be obtained from Engineering Ser-
vice located at 126 E. Amite Street, Jackson Mississippi, 39201 upon payment of 
$100.00 for each set, which will not be refunded.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Certified Check on a solvent bank or a Bidder’s 
Bond issued by a Surety Company licensed to operate in the State of Mississippi, in 
the amount of five percent (5%) of the total bid price, payable to the City Jackson as 
bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested by 
the City. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Performance Bond and 
a Payment bond each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
amount.

The proposal and contract documents in its entirety shall be submitted in a sealed 
envelope and deposited with the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, 219 South Street, 
Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date above designated. 

Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi State Highway 
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, 2004”, together with all 
amendments and/or special provisions and/or addenda to the standards duly ap-
proved and adopted, unless otherwise noted in these specifications. 

The attention of Bidders is directed to the provisions of Subsection 102.07 pertaining 
to irregular proposals and rejection of bids. 

by:
Kishia L. Powell, Director  Gus McCoy
Department of Public Works  Chief Administrative Officer 

Terry Williamson
Deputy City Attorney

7/30/2015, 8/6/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BuREAu OF BuilDing, gROunDs AnD

REAl pROpERTy mAnAgEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 08/27/2015 , for:

RE: GS# 412-184 Hail Damage Repairs (EMER) (Pkg E)
 Mississippi State Hospital

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
Address:      500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
  Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Phone:  601-969-7543
Email:                  tara@burriswagnon.com

A deposit of $50.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the 
project manual.  The Bu-
reau of Building, Grounds 
and Real Property Man-
agement reserves the 
right to waive irregulari-
ties and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones 
and desks will not be 
available for bidders use 
at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director

7/30/2015, 8/6/2015

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

lEgAl

nOTiCE OF puBliC HEARing
CiTy OF JACksOn, mississippi

sign VARiAnCE FOR mAyWOOD mART

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
SIGN VARIANCE FOR MAYWOOD MART TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT ON TUES-
DAY, AUGUST 11, 2015 AT 10:00 A.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL 
BUILDING, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTEREST-
ED CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS 
& LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

7/23/2015 7/30/2015

lEgAl

nOTiCE OF puBliC HEARing OF THE
JACksOn HisTORiC pREsERVATiOn COmmissiOn

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUB-
LIC ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2015, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACK-
SON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 
SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-15, REQUEST BY: JAMES ELKIN TO ADD A NEW ADDITION 
FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1126 ST. ANN ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC 
DISTRICT.

II. OTHER ITEMS

III. ADJOURN
7/23/2015, 7/30/2015

EmplOymEnT

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority is looking for a Chief Financial Officer.
 
Description found at: 
www.aviationcareerservices.com/jobs-2
 
The JMAA is an Equal Opportunity Employer

7/30/2015



AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation
Institute  of Maintenance 866-367-
2510.

BINDERY / INSERTING (Fulfillment)
SUPERVISOR needed for Signature
Offset Mississippi location. High school
diploma or GED, 2 years experience in
the printing industry with specific knowl-
edge of commercial printing and bindery
operations. Paid vacation, holidays, flexi-
ble work schedule, comprehensive
health/welfare package to include med-
ical, dental, vision, flex spending, and
401k matching contributions. Contact
belindah@signatureoffset.com
CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! We offer training and
certifications running bulldozers, back-
hoes and excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement. Veteran Benefits Eligible!
1-866-362-6497.

DRIVER - CDL/A. NEED CDL TRAIN-
ING? No Out of Pocket Tuition Cost!
Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days, and start
driving with KLLM! We pay you while you
train. New pay increase. Classes starting
every Monday. Refresher Course
Available. Must Be 21 Years of Age. 855-
378-9335.  EOE.
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com    

PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or confer-
ence room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Partially furnished if
interested. Excellent neighbors. Great
space for small business or nonprofit
association or charity. Call Monica to
arrange a viewing. 601-981-3060,
or e-mail
mgilmer@mspress.org.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8 0 0 4 .

MOBILE HOMES WITH ACREAGE.
Ready to move in. Seller Financing (sub-
ject to credit approval). Lots of room for
the price, 3 bedroom, 2 bath. No renters.
601-718-0295.renters. 601-718-
0295.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo.
FREE Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1-800-319-2526.

GOT KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165,  24/7. 

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

F o r  R e n t

M o b i l e  H o m e s  F o r  S a l e
S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of July 26, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

LOW-COST
BURIAL INSURANCE

•Rates Start At Just $20 Mo.
•No Medical Exam Required
•Premiums May Never Go Up
•Most All Health Excepted
•We Shop (A) Rated Carriers
•Up to $25,000 in Coverage
Call Today to Receive Your FREE Quote!

888-352-1685

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.

Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.

July26_MCAN

PASS

3.556x4     48 Web 3.33x4    46 Web

Satellite TV Difference

Get 
DISH!
promotional prices 
starting at only ...

for 12 months.
Not eligible with Hopper.

$19./mo.
99

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB62015

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Save 50% With qualifying packages and offers.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED 
TODAY!
where available

Offer subject to change based on 
premium channel availability.

For 3 months.
PREMIUM CHANNELS

FREE

FREE
in up to 6 rooms

SAME DAY
INSTALLATION

$14./mo.
95

ADD 
HIGH-SPEED
INTERNET

where available

Want The Best Deal 
On TV & Internet?

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. All prices, fees, 
charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.  PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top 250; $30 per month with America’s Top 
200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5 per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional 
period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with 
Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service 
disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 
6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME 
ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are 
non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, 
$12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time 
Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features 
must be enabled by customer and are subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on 
ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, 
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be transferred. ALL OTHER 
RECEIVER MODELS:  Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified former DISH residential customers in the 
continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and 
state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment 
testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after installation. Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card 
provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com 
or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On 
Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is 
required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA 
League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, 
nonproratable and nontransferable once the season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. 
All Rights Reserved. NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS. 
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

Get 
DISH!
promotional prices 
starting at only ...

for 12 months.
Not eligible with Hopper.

$19./mo.
99

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB62015

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Save 50% With qualifying packages and offers.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED 
TODAY!
where available

Offer subject to change based on 
premium channel availability.

For 3 months.
PREMIUM CHANNELS

FREE

FREE
in up to 6 rooms

SAME DAY
INSTALLATION

$14./mo.
95

ADD 
HIGH-SPEED
INTERNET

where available

Want The Best Deal 
On TV & Internet?

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. All prices, fees, 
charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.  PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top 250; $30 per month with America’s Top 
200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5 per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional 
period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with 
Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service 
disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 
6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME 
ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are 
non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, 
$12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time 
Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features 
must be enabled by customer and are subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on 
ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, 
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be transferred. ALL OTHER 
RECEIVER MODELS:  Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified former DISH residential customers in the 
continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and 
state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment 
testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after installation. Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card 
provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com 
or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On 
Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is 
required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA 
League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, 
nonproratable and nontransferable once the season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. 
All Rights Reserved. NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS. 
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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Free phone is provided by Access Wireless. Access Wireless is a service provider for the government-funded Lifeline 
Assistance program. Lifeline assistance is provided by i-wireless LLC, d/b/a Access Wireless, an eligible 
telecommunications carrier. Lifeline service is non-transferable. Lifeline benefits are limited to one per household. 
A household is defined, for the purposes of the Lifeline program, as any individual or group of individuals, who live 
together at the same address and share income and expenses. Violation of the one-per-household rule constitutes 
violation of FCC rules and will result in the customer’s de-enrollment from Lifeline. Only eligible customers may 
enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully  make false statements in order to obtain a Lifeline benefit can be 
punished by fine, imprisonment, or can be barred from the program. Customers must present proper 
documentation proving eligibility for the Lifeline program. Your information will be validated against public 
records and any discrepancies could result in delays or denial of service.

FREE Lifeline Service 
Available for Income-Eligible Residents
If you participate in public assistance programs or 
meet monthly income level guidelines, you may 
qualify for a free phone* & 250 minutes/texts. 

To apply visit www.enroll.accesswireless.com
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Free phone is provided by Access Wireless. Access Wireless is a service provider for the government-funded Lifeline 
Assistance program. Lifeline assistance is provided by i-wireless LLC, d/b/a Access Wireless, an eligible 
telecommunications carrier. Lifeline service is non-transferable. Lifeline benefits are limited to one per household. 
A household is defined, for the purposes of the Lifeline program, as any individual or group of individuals, who live 
together at the same address and share income and expenses. Violation of the one-per-household rule constitutes 
violation of FCC rules and will result in the customer’s de-enrollment from Lifeline. Only eligible customers may 
enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully  make false statements in order to obtain a Lifeline benefit can be 
punished by fine, imprisonment, or can be barred from the program. Customers must present proper 
documentation proving eligibility for the Lifeline program. Your information will be validated against public 
records and any discrepancies could result in delays or denial of service.

FREE Lifeline Service 
Available for Income-Eligible Residents
If you participate in public assistance programs or 
meet monthly income level guidelines, you may 
qualify for a free phone* & 250 minutes/texts. 

To apply visit www.enroll.accesswireless.com
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Free phone is provided by Access Wireless. Access Wireless is a service provider for the government-funded Lifeline 
Assistance program. Lifeline assistance is provided by i-wireless LLC, d/b/a Access Wireless, an eligible 
telecommunications carrier. Lifeline service is non-transferable. Lifeline benefits are limited to one per household. 
A household is defined, for the purposes of the Lifeline program, as any individual or group of individuals, who live 
together at the same address and share income and expenses. Violation of the one-per-household rule constitutes 
violation of FCC rules and will result in the customer’s de-enrollment from Lifeline. Only eligible customers may 
enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully  make false statements in order to obtain a Lifeline benefit can be 
punished by fine, imprisonment, or can be barred from the program. Customers must present proper 
documentation proving eligibility for the Lifeline program. Your information will be validated against public 
records and any discrepancies could result in delays or denial of service.

FREE Lifeline Service 
Available for Income-Eligible Residents
If you participate in public assistance programs or 
meet monthly income level guidelines, you may 
qualify for a free phone* & 250 minutes/texts. 

To apply visit www.enroll.accesswireless.com
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Big reach.
Small price.

Call your local paper or 601.981.3060 

Big reach.
Small price.

Call your local paper or 601.981.3060 

Big reach.
Small price.

Call your local paper or 601.981.3060 

MPS

PASS

3.556x2
48 Web

3.33x2
46 Web

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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Alcorn State recieved sev-
eral honors during the 2015 
SWAC football media day.  
Senior quarterback John Gibbs 
Jr. was named the 2015 SWAC 
Football  Preseason Offensive 
Player of the Year and selected 
to the all conference first team.

Gibbs was joined by team-
mates defensive lineman 
Darien Moody, linebacker 
Damon Watkins, tightend Jor-

dan Payne, and defensive back 
Warren Gatewood on the 2015 
SWAC Football Preseason all 
conference first team.

Running back Arron Baker, 
defensive backs Anthony Wil-
liam Jr. and Haiden McCraney 
were named to the second 
team.

Alcorn State football also 
received 10 first place votes 
and a total of 95 points to be-
come the preseason favorite of 

the Eastern Divison. 
Jackson State followed with 

83 points, AAMU 66 points, 
Alabama State (50), MVSU 
(31) to close out the Eastern 
Division preseason rankings. 

In the Western Division 
GSU is the preseason favorite, 
they garnered eight first place 
votes and 93 points, followed 
by Southern (91), PVAMU 
(72), TSU (40), and UAPB 
(34).

The Jackson State women’s 
volleyball team’s first game of 
the season is swiftly approach-
ing and JSUTIGERS.COM 
would like to spotlight key ath-
letes for the 2015 season.

Taija Thomas, a 6’1 sopho-
more right side hitter from 
Scarborough, Ontario Canada, 
led the Lady Tigers offensively 
during the 2014 season.

Thomas played in 32 match-
es for 112 sets and led JSU in 
kills with 279. She recorded 13 
assists, 8 service aces, 88 digs, 
and 65 blocks.

For her efforts, Thomas was 
named to the Southwestern 
Athletic Conference Champi-

onship All-Tournament Team 
and named JSU Newcomer of 
the Year.

Thomas had a great fresh-
man season as a part of the 
Lady Tigers team and she will 
definitely be one to watch this 
upcoming season.

Gibbs Jr. named swac 
preseason offensive 
player of the year

JsU spotlight - Taija Thomas

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson State Athletics Media

Thomas
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Paid for by friends of John Horhn



Book Review:
“i Am JAckie RoBinson”
ByBRAd meltzeR
  illustRAted By chRistopheR eliopoulos
  diAl Books / penguin young ReAdeRs 
   hARdcoveR $12.99  •  40 pAges

“Jackie Robinson learned to be 
brave when he was very young. He 
grew up in a time when he was not 
allowed to socialize or take part in 
activities because of the color of his 
skin. He was teased, isolated and 
bullied.

“As a child, he found support in 
sports, blowing everyone out of the 
water with his unparalleled athletic 
talent. Jackie knew that sports were 
best when everyone, of every color, 
played together.

“When his skills were finally rec-
ognized by the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
he made history as the first, black, 
major league baseball player. Jackie 
Robinson broke the racial barrier in 
sports, and was brave enough to be 
first.”

- Brad Meltzer on Jackie
Robinson
Brad Meltzer was born in Brook-

lyn, N.Y., which is where Jackie 
Robinson broke baseball’s color line 
when he joined the Dodgers in 1947. 
But that’s not what inspired the best-
selling author to write “I Am Jackie 
Robinson.”

Rather, the father of a daughter 
and identical twin boys had grown 
tired of watching his children admire 
reality-TV stars and trash-talking pro 
athletes as if they were true heroes.

These attention-seeking celebri-
ties were famous, yes. But were they 
worth emulating and looking up to? 
No. As Brad puts it, “I wanted my 
kids to see real heroes... and real peo-

ple no different from themselves.”
So he decided to publish a series of 

books for young readers that would 
touch upon the real-life childhoods 
of such icons as Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Abraham Lincoln, Rosa Parks 
and Albert Einstein.

This colorfully illustrated install-
ment, appropriate for ages 3 and up, 
revolves around the coming-of-age 
of Jackie Roosevelt Robinson. We 
see how he felt the sting of racism (in 
the form of ethnic taunts) and seg-
regation (exclusion from a “White 
Only” swimming pool) during his 
formative years.

But never becoming embittered, 
he instead learned some very impor-
tant lessons about tolerance and self-
control from his single-mom and his 
surrogate father figure which would 

later serve him 
well. Jackie pro-
ceeds to excel at 
sports on the road 
to adulthood and 
ultimately makes 
history in the ma-
jors, of course.

A worthwhile 
opus which drives 
home the salient 
point that Jack-
ie’s immortality 
would’ve been im-
possible without 
a solid founda-
tion borne of hard 
work, humility 
and a cornucopia 
of other positive 
character traits.

By Kam Williams
Book Reviewer Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Restaurant
2. Bloc
3. Grain
4. Dit’s partner
5. In possession of
6. Undo shoes
7. Elevator alternative
8. Lotion brand
10. National capital
16. Makes used to
18. First scale note
19. Doc
20. Instructional method (2 wds.)
21. Body of water
22. Scoot
24. East
25. Scold
26. Fable
28. Tinct
30. Surface to air missile

ACROSS 
1. Greeting memo
5. Outer layer
9. Longitudinal
11. Wager
12. Sheer, triangular scarf
13. Sun
14. East southeast
15. System international (abbr.)
17. Three
18. Jeopardy
20. Connection
22. Doctor (slang)
23. Little Rock locale
24. Extremity
27. Reverent
29. Writing
31. Wait
32. Holy person
33. Polish
34. Science

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Joan Rivers

© Feature Exchange
(For puzzle answer keys, see page 17)
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Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange
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July 29 - August 4, 2015

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

FRYER
DRUMSTICKS

PER  LB.

99¢

PREVIOUSLY  FROZEN

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1499

FRESH  LEAN

GROUND
CHUCK

PER  LB.

$349
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SHOULDER
ROAST

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$899

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

SHOULDER  
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$459

FRESH

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$119

FRESH

FRYER
WINGS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$279

FRESH

WESTERN  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$159

SELECT  VARIETIES

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
VEGETABLES

CAN

2/$1

SAVE  ON

REFRESHING
COCA  COLA

6  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

4/$10

ASSORTED  VARIETIES

LAY'S
POTATOE  CHIPS

10  OZ.  BAG

2/$5

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SPREAD
MARGARINE
1  LB.  QTRS. ................................ 

4/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

BISCUITS
BUTTER  FLAVOR,  
TEXAS  STYLE  BUTTERMILK,  10  CT. ........

5/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

BAR  CHEESE
16  OZ. ..................................... 

$319

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SMALL CURD  COTTAGE

CHEESE
12  OZ.  ..................................... 

4/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

ORANGE  JUICE
64  OZ. ...................................... 

$219

MC  KENZIE'S 

CHUB  CORN
16 - 20  OZ. ..................................

5/$5
PIGGLY WIGGLY FISH STICKS OR

FILLETS
18.2 - 24  OZ. ............................... 

$399

ASSORTED  

EGGO  WAFFLES
10.9 - 12.3  OZ. ............................. 

2/$4
SISTER  SCHUBERT'S

SELECT  ROLLS
10 - 15.8  OZ. ............................... 

$289

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

ASSORTED  
PIZZAS
5.2  OZ. ..................................... 

4/$3

piggly wiggly

MARKET  FRESH  
GOLDEN  RIPE

BANANAS
2  PER  LB. 

2/$1
RED  &  WHITE  SEEDLESS

GRAPES
PER  LB.

$179
MARKET  FRESH SWEET  RED

PLUMS
PER  LB.

$179

RIPE 

AVOCADOS
EACH

99¢

VIDALIA

ONIONS
3  LB.

$249

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


