
The Jim Hill High School Class 
of 1968 celebrated their 45th class 
reunion July 12-14, 2013, with the 
theme “Faithful, Fantastic, Fabulous 
and Unity at Year 45.”  There were 
approximately 64 class members 
plus their spouses and significant 
others in attendance for the weekend 
event.  

Yvette Mitchell, vice president 
of the reunion planning commit-
tee, said, “The reunion was great 
and grand.”  she said everyone had 
a fabulous time.  Some were attend-
ing their very first class reunion in 
45 years. Mitchell said many of the 
first time attendees vowed never to 
miss another class  reunion.  She said 
people came from Iowa, Michigan, 
Milwaukee, Atlanta and various 
other states. 

The highlight of the reunion was 
the banquet which was held in Jack-
son Saturday night at the Hunting-
ton Grill on County Line Road. The 
master and mistress of ceremonies 
were Winfield Bracey and Mamie 
Washington Reese, respectively.  
The keynote speaker was Clemon-
tine Whitaker, a retired Jackson Pub-
lic School teacher who taught history 
and social studies to many of the ‘68 
class members when they were 8th 
grade students.  

Whitaker taught school for over 
30 years before retiring from the 
Jackson Public School System. In 
addition to teaching at Jim Hill, she 
taught at Blackburn Middle School, 
Whitten Middle School and North-
west Middle School.  

Brenda Tate, secretary of the re-

union planning committee, said she 
remembers Whitaker as a teacher 
with a sense of humor.  “She was a 
loving educator who cared about her 
students,” said Tate. Both Mitchell 
and Tate said Whitaker did an excel-
lent job as their speaker. 

Tate said during her speech, 
Whitaker elaborated on the quote by 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: “Intelli-
gence plus character - that is the goal 
of true education.”

Other reunion activities included a 
meet and greet Friday evening at the 
JSU E-Center, a Saturday tour of the 
neighborhood surrounding Jim Hill, 
church services at New Travelers 
Rest on Sunday, and a picnic at Pres-
idential Hills Park Sunday afternoon. 

Other officers of the planning 
committee included Mildred Bur-
nett, president, and Pearl Horton, 
treasurer. A host of other classmates 
in Jackson assisted in planning the 
45th class reunion. 

The class of 1968 donated $3,000 
to Jim Hill in 2012 for their 100 Cen-
tennial Year Celebration.
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FBI Jackson hosts 
“Active Shooter” 
Conference in 
Starkville 

The Jackson Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
Active Shooter Executive Law 
Enforcement Conference was 
held in Starkville Tuesday and 
Wednesday, July 16 -17. It was 
the second of at least three to be 
held in various locations in Mis-
sissippi.

The conference was designed 
to teach crisis management and 
other useful skills to law enforce-
ment agencies in the event of a 
mass casualty/active shooter 
situation and developed pursuant 
to a 2013 White House training 
initiative. To attend were local, 
tribal, federal, and state law en-
forcement partners, who would 
be presented with best crisis 
management practices and les-
sons learned in mass casualty/
active shooter events.

In addition, conference attend-
ees received information con-
cerning assets and assistance 
available from the FBI should 
events exceed or overwhelm re-
sources of the local jurisdiction. 
The conference was for local, 
state, tribal and federal law en-
forcement agencies, as well as 
fire departments and other emer-

gency/public safety agencies, 
throughout Mississippi.

The Investigative Assistance 
for Violent Crimes Act of 2012 
was signed into law in January 
2013, giving federal law enforce-
ment agencies the authority to 
assist in violent acts and shoot-
ings in public places and in mass 
or attempted mass killings.

Furthermore, Executive Order 
3365-2013 assigned the Depart-
ment of Justice, Department of 
Homeland Security, and Depart-
ment of Education the responsi-
bilities to lead law enforcement 
training and develop model 
emergency management plans 
(EMPs) for schools, institutions 
of higher learning, and houses of 
worship. 

As a result of the recent horrific 
and violent shooting incidents 
in Aurora, Colo., and Newtown, 
Conn., the White House devel-
oped a new training initiative, 
which called for the Director of 
the FBI to implement a nation-
wide “active shooter” training 
program to assist all law enforce-
ment agencies across the coun-
try.

FBI Special Agent in Charge 
Daniel McMullen, Jackson Divi-
sion, said, “While the FBI has 
been tasked to take the lead role 
in implementing the White House 
training initiative for law enforce-
ment, this is first and foremost 
a collaborative effort - all public 
safety agencies working together, 
learning from one another, sup-
porting and leveraging each oth-
er’s assets and capabilities - to 
more effectively respond to and 
resolve a critical incident, such as 
an active shooter event. The goal 
is to work together as a team to 
save lives.” 

Settlement 
reached in death 
of Mississippi 
player

O X F O R D 
(AP) - The 
family of a 
M i s s i s s i p p i 
football player 
who died fol-
lowing a work-
out in 2010 has reached a settle-
ment in a wrongful death lawsuit 
against the university and the 
NCAA.

Bennie Abram III, a 20-year-
old non-scholarship player from 
Southaven, collapsed during an 
offseason workout and later died 
at a hospital in Oxford. An au-
topsy determined Abram’s death 
was caused by complications 
from sickle cell trait, which can 
alter red blood cells after strenu-
ous exercise.

According to settlement docu-
ments, the family will receive 
$50,000 from the insurance 
company for the university’s 
athletic foundation. The Abrams’ 
attorney, Gene Egdorf of Hous-
ton, Texas, said the family also 
will receive $275,000 from the 
NCAA’s insurance policy.

The university will also pay for 
any undergraduate and gradu-
ate courses for Abram’s mother 
and two brothers done at the 
school.

Egdorf said the lawsuit was 
settled some months ago, but 
the case had to go through pro-
bate in chancery court, which 
was finalized this July 2013.

The NCAA has a set of guide-
lines for institutions to follow re-

garding the training of athletes 
with sickle cell trait, including a 
“slow and gradual” preseason 
conditioning regimen and for 
athletes to “stop immediately 
upon struggling.”

The lawsuit alleged that the 
first day of workouts was “care-
lessly and recklessly excessive,” 
especially for athletes with sickle 
cell trait. It also claims there 
was no evidence Abram was in-
formed of his condition, and that 
he didn’t receive proper medical 
attention when he began strug-
gling during the workouts, and 
was instead pushed to continue.

Sickle cell trait is found in ap-
proximately 8 percent of African-
Americans in the United States, 
according to the NCAA

Former officers 
sentenced for 
stealing gov’t 
funds

Two former law enforcement 
officers were sentenced Tues-
day, July 16, by U.S. District 
Judge Tom S. Lee for theft of 
government funds and property.

Zach Robinson, a former dep-
uty with the Hinds County Sher-
iff’s Office, and Kent Daniels, a 
former Jackson Police officer and 
investigator for the Hinds County 
District Attorney’s Office, were 
each sentenced to 12 months in 

federal prison. They were also 
ordered to pay joint restitution in 
the amount of $21,996.

In March 2013, Robinson and 
Daniels pled guilty to robbing a 
motel room that they believed 
was being used by a drug deal-
er. They took $23,000 and seven 
iPads that had actually been 
placed in the room by the FBI.

They initially faced 10 years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine. The 
case was investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Noxubee County 
inmate recaptured

A 44-year-
old work in-
mate John 
Jason Lee, 
who failed to 
return from 
a weekend 
pass, has 
been cap-
tured, said Mississippi Depart-
ment of Corrections (MDOC) 
officials.

The Noxubee County Com-
munity Work Center inmate was 
arrested around midnight, July 
16, in Mathiston by officers with 
MDOC. They were assisted by 
Choctaw County Sheriffs’ depu-
ties, Mathiston Police Depart-
ment officers, Webster County 
Sheriff’s deputies and the United 
States Marshals Service Fugi-
tive Task Force.

Lee was serving a 12-year 
sentence for an auto burglary 
conviction and a vehicle theft 
from Clay and Webster Coun-
ties. He was transported to Cen-
tral Mississippi Correctional Fa-
cility in Pearl and now faces an 

additional five years if convicted 
of escape. 

Shuqualak 
rebuilding after 
April tornado

SHUQUALAK (AP) - Two 
months after a devastating tornado 
swept through Noxubee County, 
the residents of Shuqualak are re-
building their homes and their lives.

Running Water Road received 
the brunt of the April 11 tornado, 
where nine mobile homes were 
destroyed, the winds seeming to 
pick up and drop the home as 
effortlessly as a child picking a 
dandelion. 

While residents were grate-
ful that no lives were lost on 
that fateful day, they worried 
about whether they would have 
the money necessary to rebuild, 
fearful that federal assistance 
wouldn’t come.

While the damage to the area 
after the storm was clearly evident 
– towering pines snapped in half 
lay next to houses with knocked 
out windows and missing shingles 
– the total amount of the damage 
did not reach the mandated $4 mil-
lion mark that triggers the flow of 
federal rebuilding funds.

While the majority of the dam-
age was in the county, Shuqualak 
Mayor Thelma Jenkins said she 
has seen the kindness of strang-
ers in the past two months.

“We are still dealing with it,” 
Jenkins said. “Whatever residual 
effects are here, we’re removing it. 

“We didn’t have enough dam-
age to receive federal dollars. 
However people have come for-
ward and helped in many ways to 
remove the debris.”

News Briefs
From Across The State

by Monica Land, 

Contributing Writer
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The Mississippi Small Business 
Administration came home to pay 
tribute to its members’ 2013 achieve-
ments Thursday, July 11, in Jackson, 
although some of the businessper-
sons were honored nationally in 
Washington, D.C. earlier this year. 

The celebration at the Old Capi-
tol Inn downtown marked 50 years 
of honoring America’s small busi-
nesses. Each year since 1963, U.S. 
presidents have issued a proclama-
tion declaring Small Business Week 
as a time when America salutes the 
achievements and contributions of 
the nation’s 24 million small busi-
nesses.

The SBA recognized as Missis-
sippi Small Business Persons of the 
Year, Jacksonians Jeff Good and 
Daniel Blumenthal, co-owners of 
Sal & Mookie’s New York Pizza and 
Ice Cream Joint. Blumenthal and 
Good founded Sal & Mookie’s in 
2007 in the Fondren area. The eatery 
has grown steadily and amassed a 
good following and solid reputation. 

Regarding the honor, Good said, 
“One of the most striking realiza-
tions we have had in the 20 years we 
have been in business is the sheer 
power of community involvement. 
Restaurants are unique animals:  
they are highly relational businesses; 
we literally serve the people.

“This said, what we have success-
fully done is to take these relation-
ships and move to the next level of 
engagement..., by having our res-
taurants serve the community.  This 
is more than people, this is cause, 
efforts and charities.  And by doing 
this, we have found that we meet our 
customers in their worlds working 
together on causes important to them. 
In return, we find that we get more 
and more business. Thus the old ad-
age the more you give, the more you 
get, certainly rings true for us.”

Blumenthal added, “We just 
learned that we raised $100,000 for 
Blair E. Batson Children’s Hospital 
via this year’s Zippity Doo Dah Fes-
tival held in Sal & Mookie’s neigh-
borhood of Fondren. This festival 
started five years ago as a simple 
parking lot street carnival for the 
neighborhood kids.

“Our service managers, Andrew 
Robertson and Tanya Burns, wanted 
to do something to celebrate our 
first anniversary. Jeff wanted to do 
something for the kids and for the 
children’s hospital. We put it to-
gether. Three years later, Jill Conner 
Browne brought the Sweet Potato 
Queen parade to the table, and we 
were off.

“Over the last three years of the 
cooperative effort between the Jill, 
Fondren Renaissance Foundation 
and Sal & Mookie’s, we have raised 
over $220,000 for the Children’s 
Hospital. And the best part is our 

staff loves the work. 
They love the idea 
they are giving back. 
It makes for a better 
workforce.”

Janita R. Stewart, 
SBA district direc-
tor in Mississippi, 
said Thursday’s cer-
emony drew a crowd 
of nearly 200 people. 
The event brought 
together a network of 
small business own-
ers, lending agencies, 
resource partners and 
others to highlight the 
achievements of the 
award winners while 
underscoring the eco-
nomic impact of en-
trepreneurship in Mississippi.

“We are proud that Jeff and Dan 
are SBA’s Small Business Persons 
of the Year for 2013,” Stewart added. 
“Nominated to SBA by Trustmark 
National Bank, their selection was 
based in part on Sal & Mookie’s stay-
ing power, growth in number of em-
ployees, increase in sales and/or unit 
volume, current and past financial re-
ports, innovations of product or ser-
vice, and response to adversity and 
contributions to aid the community.”

In making the presentations to 
the awardees, Stewart was joined 
by Cassius Butts, regional admin-
istrator of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, and Kim Coalter, 
constituent services representative 
officer of Senator Thad Cochran.

Butts expressed his delight in 
participating in the event, saying, 
“I am truly honored to have been a 
part of such a celebration in Jackson. 
Mississippi’s top lenders, ambitious 
small business owners, and com-
munity leaders were celebrated with 
grace and dignity. 

“The SBA team is proud to work 
with such distinguished members of 
the Mississippi economy, and we 
thank the lenders and small busi-
ness owners across Mississippi for 
strengthening our economy on a 
daily basis.”

The awards were announced in 
April, and Blumenthal and Good 
joined the other 49 state winners 
for the National Small Business 
Week celebration held in Washing-
ton, D.C., in June where a National 
Small Business Person of the Year 
was announced.

While the national winner was 
John L. Stonecipher, president and 
CEO of Guidance Aviation, Inc. 
in Prescott, Ariz., Sal & Mookie’s 
owners who are Mississippians 
- Dan and Jeff - made their state 
proud.

When the state’s winners were 
announced in April, Mike Cashion, 
the executive director of the Missis-
sippi Hospitality and Restaurant As-
sociation said took the opportunity 

to congratulate the Mississippians.
“Dan and Jeff are extraordinary 

entrepreneurs, and they work each 
day to ensure that their guests get 
the absolute best in value and ex-
perience. Besides the quality of life 
to a community that restaurants like 
Sal & Mookie’s provide, they also 
provide jobs, tax revenues and eco-
nomic activities,” said Cashion.

“Dan and Jeff employ just over 
200 Jacksonians between their three 
restaurants.” They also own Bravo! 
Italian Restaurant and Broad Street 
Bakery).

Beneta Burt, president of the Jack-
son Chamber of Commerce, also 
praised Jeff’s and Dan’s achieve-
ment on the restaurant’s website: 
“Jeff and Dan are the gold standard 
of what’s right with local businesses. 
They are as generous with their time 
and talents working in the commu-
nity as they are with the size of the 
portions on one of their fantastic 
pizzas! 

“These two Murrah High School 
graduates built a business from the 
ground up by being focused, fearless 
and fun.”

Seven other Small Business 
Champion award winners were hon-
ored, including:

Small Business Exporter, David 
Moore of Navagis, Jackson

Financial Services Champion, 
Debra McGee of BankPlus, Jack-
son. 

Minority Small Business Cham-
pion, Christopher Bernard Hinton, 
Natchez Economic Development.

Magee said it was nice to see 
people from all over the state who 
received SBA loans and the lenders 
who helped them to reach their goals 
of achievement. As senior vice pres-
ident and director of minority busi-
ness development, Magee develops 
new products for BankPlus.

“I was honored and privileged for 
someone to recommend me and I 
thank BankPlus for the opportunity 
to help the small business commu-
nity,” she said. 

There were eight Outstanding 

Lenders from around the state rec-
ognized.

Others on the list of 2013 Missis-
sippi SBA Small Business Award 
Winners were from a diverse fields:

Young Entrepreneur: Danielle 
Hope Blankenship, To The Rescue 
Bookkeeping, LLC, Biloxi 

Small Business Journalist: Jim 
Tabor, WLOX-TV, Biloxi 

Veteran Small Business Cham-
pion: Trudi Dixon, Chevron Pasca-
goula Refinery, Pascagoula 

Women in Business Champion: 
Judith Jeanne Redshaw, Giclee Fine 
Arts.

Lender Award Winners for activi-
ties in fiscal year 2012 were:

Top Loan Volume & Dollar Lend-
er: Community Bank of Mississippi

1st Runner-Up Loan Volume and 
2nd Runner-Up Dollar Lender: First 
Financial Bank

1st Runner-Up Dollar Volume: 
Biz Capital BIDCO II

2nd Runner-Up 
Loan Volume & 
3rd Runner-Up 
Dollar Lender: 
Trustmark Nation-
al Bank

3rd Runner-
Up Loan Volume 
Lender: Covington 
County Bank

H o n o r a b l e 
Mention Loan 
Volume Lender: 
Peoples Bank

H o n o r a b l e 
Mention Dollar 
Lender: Merchants 
and Farmers Bank

Top Certified 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Company: Three 
Rivers Local De-
velopment Com-
pany, Inc.

SBA celebrates “Mississippi Small Business Persons 
of the Year, Business Champions and Top Lenders” 
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

McGee Moore Hinton

                   Good                                 Blumenthal
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Immediately upon hearing the 
verdict of not guilty for George 
Zimmerman in the shooting 
death of Trayvon Martin Satur-
day night, July 13, 2013, NAACP 
President and CEO Benjamin 
Jealous launched an online pe-
tition at www.MoveOn.org ad-
dressed to Attorney General Eric 
Holder. It reads as follows: 

“The Department of Justice 
has closely monitored the State 
of Florida’s prosecution of the 
case against George Zimmerman 
in the Trayvon Martin murder 
since it began. Today, with the 
acquittal of George Zimmerman, 
it is time for the Department of 
Justice to act.

“The most fundamental of civil 
rights - the right to life - was vio-
lated the night George Zimmer-
man stalked and then took the 
life of Trayvon Martin. We ask 
that the Department of Justice file 
civil rights charges against Mr. 
Zimmerman for this egregious 
violation. 

“Please address the travesties 
of the tragic death of Trayvon 
Martin by acting today. Thank 
you.”

By July 16, 2013, the petition 
signatures had reach 1 million.

Jealous said, “It is clear George 
Zimmerman’s bias played a ma-
jor role in the events that led to 
the death of Trayvon Martin. A 
cousin called the police days af-
ter the murder and said, ‘I think 
he did this because of race.’

“He [Zimmerman] had pre-
viously called the police doz-
ens of times, disproportionately 
about young men of color who 
he thought were suspect. George 
Zimmerman himself stated on 
the night of the attack, ‘These 
punks always get away with this.’

“The law says you must be able 
to show that race was a factor and 
that bodily harm was done. We 
believe there is enough evidence 
to satisfy this standard.”

According to Anna Galland, 
executive director of MoveOn.
org, “MoveOn members from 
all walks of life joined with the 
NAACP to demand justice for 
Trayvon and his family, because 
this verdict cannot be the final 
say in this case.

“We will continue to fight for 
justice for Trayvon Martin, and 
we will work to address the deep-
seated injustices that continue to 
plague our nation - from racial 

profiling to the proliferation of 
guns, from Stand Your Ground 
laws to a deeply flawed criminal 
justice system.”

The petition will remain active 
and open until the Department of 
Justice completes their case. To 
sign on, go to www.MoveOn.org

Speaking before the NAACP’s 
Annual Convention gathering in 
Orlando, Fla., July 16, U.S. Atty. 
Gen. Eric Holder responded to 
the appeal to the DOJ. “Even as 
this convention proceeds, we are 
all mindful of the tragic and un-
necessary shooting death of Tray-
von Martin last year in Sanford, 
Fla., just a short distance from 
here.

“Today I’d like to join President 
Obama in urging all Americans 
to recognize that, as he said, we 
are a nation of laws, and the jury 
has spoken. I know the NAACP 
and its members are deeply and 
rightly concerned about this case, 
as passionate civil rights leaders, 
as engaged citizens and most of 
all as parents.

“This afternoon I want to as-
sure you of two things: I am con-
cerned about this case and as we 
confirmed last spring, the Justice 
Department has an open investi-
gation into it. While that inquiry 
is ongoing, I can promise that the 
Department of Justice will con-
sider all available information 
before determining what action 
to take.

“But independent of the legal 
determination that will be made, 
I believe this tragedy provides 
yet another opportunity for our 
nation to speak honestly and 
openly about the complicated and 
emotional charged issues that this 
case has raised.”

Holder went on to relate the 
sit-down talk his father had with 
him on how to interact with po-
lice as a young black man - what 
to say and how to act if ever he 
were stopped or confronted in a 
way that he thought unwarranted.

Holder said, “Trayvon’s death 

last spring caused me to sit down 
to have a conversation with my 
own 15-year-old son, like my dad 
did with me. This was a father-
son tradition I hoped would not 
need to be handed down. But as a 
father who loves his son and who 
is more knowing in the ways of 
the world, I had to do this to pro-
tect my boy.

“I am his father, and it is my 
responsibility, not to burden him 
with the baggage of eras long 
gone, but to make him aware of 
the world that he must still con-
front. This is a sad reality in a na-
tion that is changing for the better 
in so many ways.”

Holder said he hope that oth-
ers would continue to approach 
this necessarily difficult dialogue 
with the same dignity that those 
who have lost the most, Tray-
von’s parents, with the same dig-
nity that they have demonstrated 
throughout the last year and espe-
cially over the past few days.

“We should be proud of those 
two people [Trayvon’s parents],” 
Holder said. “They suffered a 
pain that no parent should have 
to endure, and one that I, as a fa-
ther, cannot begin to conceive. As 
we embrace their example and as 
we hold them in our prayers, we 
must not forgo this opportunity 
to better understand one another, 
and we must not fail to seize this 
chance to improve this nation 
that we cherish.”

Referring to the “Stand Your 
Ground Laws,” Holder said, “It’s 
time to question laws that sense-
lessly expand the concept of 
self-defense and sow dangerous 
conflict in our neighborhoods. 
These laws try to fix something 
that was never broken. There has 
always been a legal defense for 
using deadly force if - and the ‘if’ 
is important - if no safe retreat is 
available.”

(For more on the DOJ hate 
crime inquiry, read Monica 
Land’s report at www.themissis-
sippilink.com)

NAACP launches 
petition reaching 1 
million in three days
U.S. Atty. Gen. Eric 
Holder speaks at NAACP

JealousHolder

RememBeRinG

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor



WASHINGTON - Demonstra-
tions are planned for 100 cities 
Saturday, July 20, to protest George 
Zimmerman’s acquittal for murder 
and manslaughter in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 17-year-
old Trayvon Martin in Sanford, 
Fla., and to urge the Justice Depart-
ment to investigate whether Mar-
tin’s civil rights were violated.

At a rally in front of the Justice 
Department Tuesday, July 16, 
Rev. Al Sharpton, president of 
the National Action Network, an-
nounced that the rallies and prayer 
vigils in 100 cities will add pres-
sure on the Justice Department to 
bring the civil case against Zim-
merman and challenge existing 
Stand Your Ground laws. Over 
200 ministers participated in a 
conference call with Sharpton 
last Sunday and are pushing for 
congregants to register in various 
cities at www.nationalactionnet-
work.net.

Benjamin Crump, the lead at-
torney for the Martin family, said 
Zimmerman racially profiled 
Martin because he was an Afri-
can-American youth dressed in a 
hoodie-style sweat shirt. “That’s 
profiling. And there’s a big ques-
tion whether that’s allowed. So 
I think the Justice Department 
should look at that,” Crump said 
on CNN’s “New Day.”

Crump, who has likened Mar-
tin’s death to those of civil rights 
icons Medgar Evers and Emmett 
Till, told reporters that the dead 
teenager’s parents, Tracy Martin 
and Sybrina Fulton, will weigh 
their options about whether to 
file a wrongful death civil lawsuit 
against Zimmerman. 

He described Sybrina Fulton 
as devastated by the verdict. “She 
cried, she prayed to God, and 
then she cried some more. She 
said, ‘I will not let this verdict de-
fine Trayvon. We will define our 
son Trayvon’s legacy.’”

Since the verdict, there have 
been dozens of demonstrations 
across the country, most of them 
peaceful. More than 2,000 dis-
traught demonstrators gathered in 
front of the CNN Center in Atlan-
ta. At emotional rallies around the 
nation, some protesters carried 
bags of Skittles, the candy that 
Trayvon Martin bought just min-
utes before his death on that rainy 
night, and others wore hoodies, 
a garment Martin was wearing 
when he was killed.

At a demonstration in front of 
the Justice Department Monday, 
Rev. Anthony Evans, president of 
the National Black Church Initia-
tive said, “We want the Justice 
Department to assure that other 
African-American males will not 
be killed because they ran into a 
white American who was afraid 
of their presence.”

In one of the rare demon-
strations involving violence, 
a few protesters hurled flash-
light batteries, rocks and 
chunks of concrete toward 
police in Los Angeles. Police 
responded by shooting bean 
bags at the unruly protest-
ers. Less than a dozen people 
were arrested at the other-
wise peaceful rally.

In a statement, Cloves 
Campbell Jr., National 
Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation (NNPA) Chairman 
and publisher of the Arizona 
Informant, said, “Like many 
Americans, particularly Afri-
can-Americans, I am deeply 
disappointed that George 
Zimmerman has been acquit-
ted of murder and manslaughter 
charges and is now enjoying his 
freedom after killing an unarmed, 
17-year-old Trayvon Martin 
whose only ‘crime’ was walking 
while black. His young life was 
taken away by a neighborhood 
watch captain who kept a close 
watch on African-Americans 
who had as much right as he had 
to be in that Sanford, Fla., neigh-
borhood.”

Writing on his blog, Sharpton 
said, “Closely observing the Zim-
merman trial, one fact served as 
a glaring reminder of the insanity 
of the entire fiasco: Zimmerman 
never was a cop. He was a citizen 
who was told by 911 dispatchers 
not to follow Trayvon; he was 
told, ‘We don’t need you to do 
that.’ 

“He, a self-professed commu-
nity watchman, made assump-
tions such as, ‘This guy looks 
like he’s up to no good or he’s on 
drugs or something.’ Zimmerman 
even had the audacity to say ‘f__
king punks. These a__holes, they 
always get away.’ Well, who are 
‘they?’ The bottom line is, if Zim-
merman had not defied the orders 
of the 911 dispatcher and acted 
on his own assumptions, Trayvon 
would be in the loving arms of his 
parents today.”

Many Travon Martin support-
ers expressed disappointment 
with President Obama’s state-
ment on the verdict. In his state-
ment, Obama said: “The death of 
Trayvon Martin was a tragedy. 
Not just for his family, or for any 
one community, but for Ameri-
ca. I know this case has elicited 
strong passions. And in the wake 
of the verdict, I know those pas-
sions may be running even high-
er. But we are a nation of laws, 
and a jury has spoken. I now ask 
every American to respect the 
call for calm reflection from two 
parents who lost their young son. 
And as we do, we should ask our-
selves if we’re doing all we can 
to widen the circle of compassion 
and understanding in our own 
communities. We should ask our-

selves if we’re doing all we can 
to stem the tide of gun violence 
that claims too many lives across 
this country on a daily basis. We 
should ask ourselves, as individu-
als and as a society, how we can 
prevent future tragedies like this. 
As citizens, that’s a job for all of 
us. That’s the way to honor Tray-
von Martin.”

Many Americans, ranging 
from the well-known and the 
unknown, have found different 
ways to honor the memory of the 
slain youth. Pop star Beyonce’s 
concern started in Nashville Sat-
urday night about 30 minutes 
after the Zimmerman verdict. Be-
fore beginning her performance, 
she said, “I’d like to have a mo-
ment of silence for Trayvon.” The 
stage was darkened for the silent 
tribute. Beyonce then sang the 
chorus of “I Will Always Love 
You.” Performer Stevie Wonder 
announced that he will never per-
form in a state that has “Stand 
Your Ground Laws,” starting 
with Florida. 

Marc H. Morial, President 
and CEO of the National Ur-
ban League, said in a statement, 
“There is no victory in this case, 
but we will fight until the end for 
justice. This is not over.” Morial 
said this was a sad moment for 
our nation.

“The not guilty verdict in the 
trial of George Zimmerman has 
extended the tragedy of Trayvon 
Martin’s death to a travesty and 
miscarriage of justice. While we 
must accept the jury’s decision 
under the due process of the legal 
system, we want to make it clear 
that this is far from over.

“From the very beginning of 
this case, if not for Ben Crump 
and the local community’s call 
to the civil rights leadership, this 
matter would have been swept 
under the rug. Our collective ef-
forts stopped that from occurring 
last year. Today, we continue to 
send a strong message of solidar-
ity with Trayvon’s parents and 
with his family. But we also want 
to send another message - this is 
not the end.”

“This is not over”: 
national protests in 100 
cities called by Sharpton 

Crump

Campbell

Sharpton

Morial
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Since the verdict was read Sat-
urday night, July 13, 2013, that the 
six-women jury found George Zim-
merman not guilty of second degree 
murder nor of manslaughter in the 
shooting death of 17-year-old Afri-
can American male Trayvon Mar-
tin, life in the U.S. has not been the 
same.

With the chorus of voices in pro-
test over the verdict, many Missis-
sippians also have expressed their 
disbelief and plans of action in the 
aftermath. Monday, July 15, Cong. 
Bennie Thompson (MS-D) issued a 
statement: “Saturday, the conscious-
ness of our judiciary system was 
again examined, and the value of life 
explored. The verdict in the Zimmer-
man trial cast a spotlight on the real-
life consequences of racial profiling 
and the challenges facing states like 
Florida, with overly broad ‘stand 
your ground laws.’

“Provocative laws such as this 
one, embolden citizens to walk the 
streets and, as we saw in this Florida 
case, take on the roles of judge, jury 
and executioner. I urge all Ameri-

cans to re-evaluate the need for stand 
your ground laws in light of this ver-
dict. We should take this moment as 
an opportunity to reignite Dr. King’s 
dream of a nation where people are 
not judged by the color of their skin.  
‘We must accept finite disappoint-
ment, but never lose infinite hope,’” 
said Thompson. 

As the reactions poured in from all 
across the nation, Mississippians like 
Dr. Jennifer Stollman, academic di-
rector with the William Winter insti-
tute for Racial Reconciliation, tried 
to hold the line toward putting em-
phasis on “productive conversation.”

Stollman said, “Many Americans 
regardless of race understand that 
Zimmerman targeted Martin be-
cause of pre-conceived racist notions 
about young black teenagers. I be-
lieve that from this tragedy, produc-
tive conversations and actions about 
race and racism and how it impacts 
our social, political, and economic 
systems and structures may emerge. 

“Examining Zimmerman’s reac-
tions, motivations, and responses as 
well as the prosecution and verdict 
provides insights into how many 
Americans understand race and 

still harbor both overt and implicit 
bias. Though challenging and pain-
ful, this must be done. For too long, 
many have resisted conversations 
and analyses about race and this has 
encouraged inequity and injustice to 
thrive.”

Still emotions are running high as 
Oleta Fitzgerald, director of the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund Southern Re-
gion office, said on Mississippi Pub-
lic Broadcast radio, “My reaction to 
the verdict was heartbreak, because I 
am feeling what I know these young 
people we have been talking to and 
working with over the course of time 
have to be feeling about how their 
lives just don’t mean anything.”

Fitzgerald said Martin’s killing 
highlights not only gun violence but 
other issues that are often omitted 
during conversations dealing with 
race. “It is the conditions that many 
black and brown families are living 
in because of poverty and racism, 
that people are being born into sys-
tems that devalue, conditions that 
cause people to be suspects,” she 
said. 

The NAACP Jackson City Branch 
issued a statement that it stands in 

solidarity with the Mississippi State 
Conference, the national NAACP 
and other social justice organizations 
in its disappointment with the not 
guilty verdict of George Zimmer-
man.  

“While we are disappointed with 
the Sanford, Fla. jury’s decision to 
acquit Zimmerman, we respect the 
fact that due process was honored 
and that Trayvon Martin had his day 
in court. We are now shifting our fo-
cus to the next step toward justice for 
Trayvon and millions of other young 
people of color who may be profiled 
while walking in their neighbor-
hoods. Here in Mississippi, we want 
to make sure our young people are 
safe. We will begin a series of ‘Know 
Your Rights’ workshops for youth.”

Jody E. Owens II, director of the 
Mississippi office of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, issued a state-
ment saying, “The Zimmerman case 
and today’s decision prove that, sad-
ly, walking while black - merely be-
ing black - still seems to be a crime 
in this country. 

“Trayvon Martin represents the 
hundreds of thousands of African-
American men and boys in Florida 

and indeed nationwide who are 
viewed by our criminal and juvenile 
justice system as sub-human and dis-
posable. 

“We live in a culture that far too 
often assumes that bad behavior is 
an inherent attribute of young black 
youth. And that assumption plays out 
in policies that encourage communi-
ties to perceive black and brown 
children as threats - and to push kids 
out of schools and into danger.”

Flonzie Brown Wright, civil rights 
activist, related how Trayvon Mar-
tin’s death and the acquittal of Zim-
merman caused so many hurt feel-
ings to resurface, although she was 
not surprised.

“This is just another example of 
what happens, more often than not, 
in the case where a black mother has 
to bury her child, especially a male 
child at the hands of some white per-
son who had little or no regard for a 
life. While the Trayvon Martin case 
has been called the Emmitt Till of 
the 21st century, and I am not dis-
agreeing with that, but there are so 
many others whose deaths have been 
just as hurtful to me,” said Wright.

She went on to talk about Gene 

and Eddie Brown, two young cous-
ins age 15 and 17, who were walking 
to the store in Leake County in 1955, 
the same year of  Till’s murder.

“A truck load of white men pulled 
up and asked where they were going 
and if they wanted a ride. As unsus-
pecting teenagers, they jumped on 
the back of the truck and thought 
they were going to the store. Instead, 
these men took my cousins into the 
back woods, beat them, chained 
them to their truck and drug them 
until their heads were almost severed 
from their bodies.

“After they were left, someone 
heard Gene’s cry, came to the scene, 
put them in an old truck and brought 
them to the Canton hospital. Eddie 
was dead upon arrival; Gene lived 
for a few days. I have carried these 
images with me for almost 60 years.  
No charges were filed because at that 
time, in the 1950’s, absolutely noth-
ing was going to be done, as the kill-
ers could not be identified.”

While the Martin-Zimmerman 
case is different, it is the sentiment 
remembered that is the same - a 
black mother burying her black male 
child due to no fault of his own.

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

In the aftermath of Trayvon’s murder, Zimmerman’s aquittal
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“Until the kill-
ing of black men, 
black mothers’ 
sons, is as im-
portant as the 
killing of white 
mothers’ sons, 

we who believe in freedom can-
not rest.” ~ Ella Baker, leading 
mentor of Black Youth, includ-
ing the Student nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee (SnCC) 
in the 1960s.

“Trayvon Martin will forever 
remain in the annals of history 
next to Medgar Evers and Em-
mett Till as symbols for the 
fight for equal justice for all.” 
~ Benjamin Crump, lawyer 
for Trayvon Martin’s parents 
(2013).

The reaction to the not guilty 
verdict from George Zim-
merman’s jury was swift and 
strong. Young people poured 
onto the streets in peaceful 
protests in Chicago, Los An-
geles, new York City, and 
Washington, D.C. By 3 a.m. 
Monday, July 15, 2013, more 
than 100,000 people signed an 
online petition urging the Jus-
tice Department to pursue civil 
rights violation charges against 
George Zimmerman.

The outrage over the killing 
of an unarmed black teenager 
who was doing nothing wrong 
must continue until some sem-
blance of justice is achieved. 
people who want to keep faith 
in American justice feel un-
comfortable, upset and dis-

heartened. 
Where is the justice if walk-

ing while black is enough to get 
you “stopped and frisked” in 
new York City and fatally shot 
in Florida with its senseless vi-
olent “Stand Your Ground” law 
that allows people to defend 
themselves with deadly force 
anytime and anywhere they 
imagine they are or say they 
feel threatened - even if they 
are the stalker?

Many decades of struggle 
and progress to eliminate racial 
profiling, arbitrary arrests, un-
fair sentencing, imprisonment 
and criminalization of black 
males at younger and younger 
ages are being reversed by de-
termined special interests like 
the gun lobby putting profits 
before the most basic American 
civil rights. 

The National Rifle Associa-
tion and their allies, including 
the American Legislative Ex-
change Council (ALEC), de-
termined efforts to support and 
pass “Stand Your Ground” and 
other destructive laws to pro-
tect guns rather than children 
perpetuates the epidemic of gun 
violence, especially for black 
male teenagers like Trayvon 
Martin.

Black children and teens 
were 17 times more likely to die 
from a gun homicide than white 
children and teens in 2010. 
Since 1963, 59,265 black chil-
dren and teens have been killed 
by guns - more than 17 times 
the recorded lynchings of black 
people of all ages in America 

between 1882 and 1968.
What made a black male 

teenager in a hoodie walking 
home in the rain appear suspi-
cious and “up to no good” in 
George Zimmerman’s eyes? 
Would he have stopped a white 
male teenager? isn’t it long 
past time that we have a candid 
conversation about how we can 
create a post-racial America for 
our children and grandchildren 
beginning today?

Let us refuse to be silent. if 
Trayvon Martin’s parents had 
been silent and other voices had 
not joined with them, George 
Zimmerman never would have 
been arrested and never would 
have been brought to trial.

Let us continue to refuse to 
be silent until all the George 
Zimmermans of this world are 
deterred and held accountable 
for vigilante justice against 
black males.

Let us refuse to be silent un-
til the killing of black moth-
ers’ sons is as important as the 
killing of white mothers’ sons. 
Only then will we have a post-
racial America.

Marian Wright Edelman is 
president of the Children’s De-
fense Fund whose Leave No 
Child Behind® mission is to 
ensure every child a Healthy 
Start, a Head Start, a Fair 
Start, a Safe Start and a Moral 
Start in life and successful pas-
sage to adulthood with the help 
of caring families and commu-
nities. For more information, 
go to www.childrensdefense.
org.

Trayvon Mar-
tin might not 
be dead except 
for the fact that 
George Zim-
merman carried 
a gun and acted 

as a wanna-be policeman.  
Rev. Al Sharpton and others 
deserve props for rallying 
people and insisting that Zim-
merman be brought to trial.

Anytime a gun goes off, i 
think somebody has to go to 
trial, simply to ensure that 
their actions be accounted for.  
Zimmerman was found not 
guilty, but at least he has been 
made somewhat accountable 
for his actions.

Zimmerman isn’t the only 
one slaughtering young black 
men, though. Too many of our 
young brothers are slaughter-
ing each other. in Washing-
ton, D.C., rising senior Omar 
Adam Sykes was killed on 
independence Day. He was 
a victim of an attempted 
robbery, when two men ap-
proached him and a friend 
with guns.

The Howard University 
police say that robberies on 
campus are on the decline, 
but i don’t think that Omar 
Sykes’ parents find that any 
consolation. indeed, one 
young black man lost to gun 
violence is too many, whether 
the perpetrator was a vigilan-
te like George Zimmerman, 
or another young black man 
who is so desperate for dol-
lars that he will kill another 
brother.

Seventy-four people were 
shot, and a dozen killed in 
gun violence in Chicago dur-
ing the July 4 weekend. Two 
of them were young boys, 
aged 5 and 7. Much of this 

is gang violence, and too 
many of the victims were in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
time. no matter. This scourge 
of gun violence is a plague on 
our nation, but especially on 
the African-American com-
munity.

The online website Slate es-
timates that more than 6,500 
people have been killed this 
year through gun violence.  
The Centers for Disease Con-
trol says it is at least twice as 
many. Since the massacre of 
20 children and six adults in 
newtown, Conn., there has 
been a marked concern about 
gun violence.

Concern, however, does 
not move legislation. Those 
politicians who have been 
purchased by the national 
Rifle Association lament gun 
violence but are unwilling to 
do anything about it. So the 
violence continues.

There are heart-breaking 
stories of those who are 
massacred - young men and 
women at the cusp of adult-
hood who happened to be 
“hanging out” with friends on 
the wrong corner; fathers who 
agitated an enraged driver; 
children who “got in the way” 
of a random bullet. 

The nRA says that guns 
don’t kill, people do. But peo-
ple without guns can perhaps 
wreak havoc without creating 
a fatality.

While the population of 
the United States exceeds 
300 million, there are about 
280 million guns in civilian 
hands. Every year, 4.5 million 
firearms, including about 2 
million guns have been sold.  
While many do not own guns, 
those who do keep acquir-
ing them - the average gun 
owner had nearly seven guns 
in 2004, up from four guns 10 

years earlier.
More than 30 people are 

victims of gun violence each 
day. A third of them are under 
20; half are between 18 and 
35. Gun violence is the lead-
ing cause of death of African-
Americans in that age group.

What if George Zimmer-
man had not had a gun? if 
he did what he was told to 
do, police officers may have 
come and questioned Trayvon 
as he proceeded to the house 
of his daddy’s friend. Or per-
haps there may have been a 
fist fight. There surely would 
not have been a deadly bullet.

While Zimmerman was the 
slayer, our gun laws are com-
plicit in Trayvon Martin’s 
execution. How many young 
people have been victims of 
unintended violence, victims 
of drive by violence, people 
just minding their business 
and losing their lives for 
minding their business?

How many people with 
axes to grind would whoop 
and holler instead of carrying 
guns to workplaces, schools 
and other places? How many 
crazy legislatures are relax-
ing gun laws to allow people 
to carry guns in bars and near 
schools? How many retailers, 
such as Starbucks, refuse to 
ban guns in their establish-
ments (in states where openly 
carrying guns is legal)?

As we mourn for Trayvon 
Martin, let us also recognize 
the scourge of gun violence.  
if we restricted gun owner-
ship, this tragedy, and thou-
sands of others, may not have 
happened.

Julianne Malveaux is a 
Washington, D.C.-based 
economist and writer. She is 
President Emerita of Ben-
nett College for Women in 
Greensboro, N.C.
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C h i l d  W a t C h Criminal “injustice” 
system failed trayvon

a more valuable type of protest

Watching tele-
vision Saturday 
night, July 13, 
2013, i sat in 
stunned silence as 
the jury returned 
its not guilty ver-

dict for George Zimmerman in 
connection with the shooting death 
of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin in 
Sanford, Fla. 

Then I was jolted by a comment 
made by prosecutor Bernie de 
la Rionda: “… We live in a great 
country that has a great criminal 
justice system. It is not perfect, but 
it is the best in the world. And we 
respect the jury’s verdict.”

in what country does de la Rion-
da live?

Surely, he couldn’t be refer-
ring to the United States. Granted, 
making the prosecutor prove his 
or her case against a defendant is a 
great idea. So is the notion of being 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty. But when it comes to Afri-
can Americans, this is by no stretch 
of the imagination “a great criminal 
justice system.”

i don’t say this out of any bitter-
ness over the failure of the jurors to 
convict Zimmerman for murder-
ing Trayvon Martin. Yes, i thought 
Zimmerman was guilty of murder 
or, at the least, manslaughter. But 
as much as it pains me, i must 
also acknowledge that the state of 
Florida did a poor job prosecuting 
Zimmerman.

Trayvon’s death is a cold re-
minder that the black homicide 
rate is more than six times that of 
whites. According to 2010 FBi 
statistics analyzed by the Violence 
policy Center, the homicide rate 
for black victims was 16.32 per 
100,000, compared to a rate of 2.66 
per 100,000 for whites.

For black women, the rate was 
4.28 per 100,000, compared to 1.48 

per 100,000 for white females. And 
African-American men were ho-
micide victims at a rate of 29.50 
per 100,000, compared to 7.08 per 
100,000 for white males.

“America faces a continuing 
epidemic of homicide among 
young black males,” according 
to the introduction to a Violence 
policy Center report, titled “Black 
Homicide in the United States: An 
Analysis of 2010 Homicide Data.” 

The report, published in January, 
continued, “The devastation ho-
micide inflicts on black teens and 
adults is a national crisis, yet it is 
all too often ignored outside of af-
fected communities.”

And what happens when crimi-
nal cases move through America’s 
“great criminal justice system?”

Richard Pryor used to joke that 
criminal justice in the U.S. means 
“just us.” Although the comedian 
usually evoked a laugh - unlike 
Zimmerman lawyer’s knock-
knock joke -  this is no laughing 
matter.

American progress, the Wash-
ington, D.C.-based think tank, col-
lected some interesting statistics 
and published an article, titled “The 
Top 10 Most Startling Facts About 
people of Color and Criminal Jus-
tice in the United States.”

Among the facts are:
• People of color make up about 

30 percent of the U.S. population, 
but 60 percent of those imprisoned.

• Once convicted, black offend-
ers receive sentences that are 10 
percent longer than white offenders 
for the same crimes. in addition, 
blacks are 21 percent more likely 
to receive mandatory-minimum 
sentences than white defendants 
and 20 percent more likely to be 
sentenced to prison.

• Although African-Americans 
comprise 14 percent of regular 
drug users, they are 37 percent of 
those arrested for drug offenses.

• Although black juveniles are 

approximately 16 percent of the 
youth population, 37 percent of 
their cases are moved to criminal 
court and 58 percent of African-
American youth are sent to adult 
prisons.

• Blacks are twice as likely to be 
arrested during a traffic stop than 
whites and four times as likely to 
experience the use of force during 
encounters with police.

news coverage and commen-
tary on the Zimmerman trail dem-
onstrated the toxic state of race re-
lations in the U.S., despite having 
a black as president in the White 
House.

Geraldo Rivera said on Fox 
news rcently, “i see those six la-
dies in the jury themselves on that 
rainy night, in that housing com-
plex that has just been burglarized 
by three or four different groups of 
black youngsters from the adjacent 
community. 

“So it’s a dark night, a 6-foot-2-
inch hoodie-wearing stranger is in 
the immediate housing complex. 
How would the ladies of that jury 
have reacted? i submit that if they 
were armed, they would have shot 
Trayvon Martin a lot sooner than 
George Zimmerman did. This is 
self-defense.”

This is the same Geraldo Rivera 
who said last March, “i think the 
hoodie is as much responsible for 
Trayvon Martin’s death as George 
Zimmerman.”

When Zimmerman earlier se-
lected  Fox news as the only net-
work he would grant an interview 
to, he was right at home.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion News Service (NNPA). Curry 
can be reached through his Web 
site, www.georgecurry.com. You 
can also follow him at www.twitter.
com/currygeorge and George E. 
Curry Fan Page on Facebook.

As i spent this 
past Sunday lis-
tening to every-
one pontificate 
their theories 
about how white 
racism led to 

George Zimmerman’s acquittal, 
it struck me how the following 
days’ protests are “a dollar short 
and a day late.”

Last Saturday night after the 
verdict was read, hundreds of 
black people gathered in the 
front of the Florida Governor’s 
Mansion to protest the outcome. 
Several of our best-known 
“leaders and pundits” hit the 
media outlets to express their 
outrage. And many of us Tweet-
ed/Facebooked/instagrammed 
ourselves to sleep - seething in 
disbelief.

Even our dear president de-
cided to proffer an official state-
ment safely expressing his con-
cern at the outcome. But why all 
the protests now?

Why weren’t these people 
standing in the front of the 
Governor’s Mansion raising 
hell when the state of Florida 
educated a young woman for 12 
years in its public school system 
who admitted she couldn’t read 
cursive? 

She was the prosecutor’s main 
witness. And we wonder what 
led to the verdict? it’d be tough 
for even an all-black jury to give 
her testimony any credence.

Why wasn’t there a crowd 
on the steps of the Miami-Dade 
School Board building protest-
ing the fact that black and Latino 
boys are nearly four times more 

likely than their white coun-
terparts to be suspended from 
school for the same infraction?  

After all, if Trayvon hadn’t 
been suspended from school, he 
wouldn’t have been in Sanford, 
and therefore couldn’t have been 
killed there that night.

Why didn’t our anointed 
“leaders and pundits” use their 
media platforms to protest the 
disparity in funding to HBCU 
law schools - the very institu-
tions that have historically en-
sured the country a robust supply 
of African-American lawyers to 
fight the very injustices we com-
plain about?

i heard countless commenta-
tors point out that a white judge 
presided over the case and the 
team of lawyers trying the case 
were all white. But they failed to 
call-out the historical and con-
tinued funding cuts to schools, 
such as the Florida A&M Uni-
versity School of Law, that are 
responsible for creating diver-
sity in the justice system.

No black lawyers equal no 
black judges, which means the 
continued disparate treatment 
our “leaders and pundits” all de-
scribed in the media the last sev-
eral days shouldn’t be a surprise.

Why has Mr. president not 
issued a statement directing 
his Education Secretary to (a) 
reverse the funding decline to 
HBCUs and (b) immediately 
restore pre-2011 student loan 
credit guidelines, which has 
made it really difficult for black 
families all over the country to 
provide a college education for 
their children?

if these attacks on education 
are allowed to continue, we will 

certainly see more incarcera-
tion disparity because, as we all 
know, an uneducated people will 
have higher levels of poverty, 
commit more crime, and receive 
more hefty sentences.  

For the record, the Republi-
cans in Congress aren’t respon-
sible for the above-mentioned 
funding and credit check chang-
es.

Why is it that there were hun-
dreds of people marching on 
the Governor’s Mansion in Tal-
lahassee, Fla., for Trayvon, but 
no one marched to protest the 
fact that FAMU, the only public 
HBCU in the state and the larg-
est HBCU in the country, is cur-
rently threatened with loss of its 
accreditation?

So while all of the media 
voices do a brilliant job describ-
ing the injustices meted out to 
our people through a racist and 
biased criminal justice system, 
i would encourage this chorus 
to spend a little more - no, a lot 
more -  time protesting the ev-
eryday injustices that inevitably 
lead to verdicts like the one is-
sued July 13. 

if we are not going to pro-
test everyday injustices such as 
educational disparities, i don’t 
see the point of jumping on the 
bandwagon to protest the natural 
result of those disparities.

My grandmother used to al-
ways tell me to be on the look-
out for the people who cry the 
loudest at the funeral; they are 
usually the ones who did the 
least for the deceased while he 
or she was alive . . . .

Johnny C. Taylor Jr. is presi-
dent and CEO of the Thurgood 
Marshall College Fund

Justice denied

looking beyond George Zimmerman 
to black-on-black murders

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

By Johnny C. Taylor Jr.
NNPA Guest Columnist

By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist



Justis Gibbs, a Murrah High 
School senior, was sworn in 
as the next president at the 
57th Annual Jack and Jill of 
America, Incorporated South-
eastern Region Teen Leader-
ship Conference in Birming-
ham.

The theme of this year’s 
conference was- “Standing 
Strong, Wise and Talented.” 
It was held June 26-30, 2013.

Six hundred teens repre-
senting 41 chapters selected 
Gibbs from among three other 
candidates for this prestigious 
position.

Gibbs is the immediate past 
president of the Jackson MS 
Teens, Jack and Jill of Amer-
ica, Incorporated. The Teen 
Conference works with chap-

ters across the southeast 
region to focus on ac-
tivities centered around 
leadership development, 
cultural exposure, liter-
acy, community service 
and the opportunity to 
compete in performing 
arts, athletics, academic 
and various other areas.

He is also a graduate of 
Youth Leadership Jack-
son, and has appeared 
in commercials for Gear 
Up MS and performed at 
the New Stage Theatre.

Gibbs is a senior at 
Murrah High School 
and serves as the student 
body president. He is the 
son of Attorneys Robert 
and Debra Gibbs and 
brother to Ariana.

One of the nation’s most 
heavily recruited football 
players from the Magnolia 
State has decided to take his 
talents to a northeast Mis-
sissippi institution of higher 
learning.

Rod Taylor, a 6-foot-4, 
305-pound offensive guard 
from Callaway High School, 
verbally committed to Ole 
Miss over Alabama at a press 
conference at his high school 
Wednesday afternoon, July 
10, 2013. He also had schol-
arship offers from Florida, 

Georgia and UCLA, among 
others. Taylor was also named 
to The Clarion-Ledger’s 2013 
Dandy Dozen football team, 
a preseason list of the state’s 
top prospects.

Taylor’s commitment 
marks the third Callaway 
football player to verbally 
commit to Ole Miss in the 
class of 2013. Wide receiver 
Dayall Harris and safety Ron-
ald Walker had previously 
committed, while Ole Miss is 
also heavily pursuing Calla-
way defensive lineman Bree-
land Speaks.

Girl students from JPS ele-
mentary schools participated in 
an all-girls engineering program 
at New Hope Church. The Sum-
mer Engineering Experience 
for Kids (SEEK) program drew 
more than 350 participants in 
third through fifth grades from 
Jackson and surrounding areas.

The free program was held 
over three weeks in the sum-
mer of 2013. It introduced stu-
dents to engineering concepts 
through fun and engaging ex-
periences. Students learned the 
science of flight, vehicle design, 
and perfume making. They also 
practiced very important team-
building skills.

SEEK encourages African 
American students to consider 
STEM careers by exposing stu-
dents to:

Hands-on engineering proj-
ects

Roles and responsibilities of 
engineers

Positive STEM role models
and more
SEEK is sponsored by the 

National Society of Black En-
gineers. It was funded by a 
$200,000 grant from Northrup 
Grumman Foundation.

Jackson native Carl B. Mack, 
who serves as the executive 
director of NSBE, was instru-
mental in bringing SEEK to 
Jackson. Governor Phil Bryant 
visited the SEEK summer pro-
gram, July 11.

www.mississippilink.com
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Murrah student selected 
president of National Teen 
Leadership Conference

Callaway top recruit 
commits to Ole Miss

JPS students attend 
all-girls summer 
engineering program

Rod Taylor is surrounded by his mother, sister and Callaway teammates as he announces his intentions to play 
college football at the University of Mississippi (Ole Miss).

Rod Taylor, a standout offen-
sive lineman from Callaway High 
School, verbally commits to the 
University of Mississippi (Ole Miss)

More than 350 girls participated in the SEEK summer program at New Hope 
Church. The girls practiced team-building skills while learning the science of 
flight, vehicle design, and perfume making.

Gibbs
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Jackson Public Schools rec-
ognized district maintenance 
employees during a program 
held June 28, 2013, at Cardozo 
Middle School. 

Gini Tucker, prevention 
education training specialist 
for Dream, Inc., was the guest 
speaker. 

Program participants includ-
ed environmental coordinator 
Pamela Young, climate con-
trol supervisor Charles Clark, 
administrative secretary Alice 
Lewis, and construction servic-
es director Sandra Robinson.

The prayer was delivered by 
electrical department employ-
ee Rev. Roy Maine.

Awards were presented for 
achievements in safe driving, 

attendance, and for 5, 10, 15, 
20, and 25 years of service.

JPS honors facilities 
maintenance employees

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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(left to right) Johnny Hargo, 25 years; Danny Parnell, 10 years; Ray Thurman, 15 years; Marcie Durr, 20 years; 
Tommy Young, 10 years; T. J. Thompson, carpentry supervisor

(left to right) Otis Tillman, 15 Years; Sandra Robinson, 15 Years; Fred 
Davis, executive director; Cynthia Robinson, 20 Years; and Charles 
Clark, 15 Years
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National President Jimmy 
Hammock and the General 
Board of Phi Beta Sigma Fra-
ternity, Inc. announced that 
Alcorn President M. Christo-
pher Brown II is the coveted 
recipient of the 2013 Image 
Award for Education.

Brown received the award 
Friday, July 12 at 6 p.m. in 
Philadelphia, Penn. at Phi 
Beta Sigma’s 99th Anniver-
sary Conclave.

“His {President Brown} 
constitution is fully dedi-
cated to excellence in educa-
tion and service to others,” 
said President Hammock in 
the selection of Brown for 
the annual prestigious award 
that recognizes excellence in 
scholarship and exemplifies 
the ideals of national service 
to ones community.

One important pillar of Al-
corn excellence focuses on 
community access and Brown 
believes in offering programs 
that will enrich and empower 
our communities.

In 2012, Brown was instru-
mental in welcoming nearly 
60 children from surround-
ing communities to Alcorn’s 
inaugural Children De-
fense Fund (CDF) Freedom 
School, a summer enrichment 
program designed to enhance 
the literacy skills of scholars 
between kindergarten and 
12th grade. Now in its second 
year, the program continues 
to benefit kids from nearby 
communities.

“ P r e s i d e n t 
Brown makes us 
all proud,” said 
Justin Mathis, 
a brother of Phi 
Beta Sigma and 
a delegate at the 
Conclave for the 
Alpha Iota Sigma 
Chapter, as he con-
gratulates Presi-
dent Brown who 
is a proud member 
of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Incor-
porated and Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon Fra-
ternity.

“The award is 
given to those who 
best represent our 
motto - Culture for 
Service, Service 
for Humanity. And 
nothing says we 
are here to support 
you like a president opening 
the doors of the university to 
benefit the community. From 
library and facility use to 
hosting area proms and nu-
merous educational camps 
and programs; our president 
believes in serving others and 
is a great example for us all.”

Brown has received numer-
ous awards and recognitions 
for his scholarly works, lead-
ership and service. Recently, 
he was named HBCU Male 
President of the Year by the 
Center for HBCU Advocacy.

“A special thank you to 
President Hammock and the 
General Board of Phi Beta 

Sigma Fraternity, Inc. for 
this honor,” said President 
Brown.

Brown attained his B.S. in 
elementary education from 
South Carolina State Uni-
versity and his M.S.Ed. in 
educational policy and evalu-
ation from the University of 
Kentucky. He earned a Ph.D. 
in higher education from The 
Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity with a cognate in public 
administration and political 
science. Dr. Brown has also 
presented research on six 
continents and is the author/
editor of 19 books and mono-
graphs.

Jackson State University recent-
ly welcomed five undergraduate 
students from Brazil through the 
government initiated HBCU-Bra-
zilian Alliance that aims to break 
the social and economic barriers 
for Afro-Brazilian students.

This alliance supports the U.S.-
Brazil Joint Action Plan on Racial 
Equality, which promotes and ex-
pands academic exchange oppor-
tunities between U.S. Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) and Brazilian universi-
ties.

The program creates a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity for Brazil-
ian students who major in the sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) disciplines.

“In Brazil, international experi-
ence is highly appreciated,” said 
biology major Brenda Cavalcante 
Matos. “The job market in Brazil 
is very competitive but we are sure 
we will get a good job.”

The students are all thrilled 
about their hands-on educational 
opportunity at JSU. They will 
spend a year at the university.

“I’m grateful for the opportu-
nity to use better labs than those in 
Brazil,” said Anderson Clemente 
Cazita, an electrical engineering 
major.

Great educational opportunities 
were not the only expectation of 
the Brazilian group. They all ex-
pressed a desire to connect with 
new people and experience the 
culture the American South.

The group said they’re im-
pressed by the welcome they’ve 
received at JSU.

“The people here are very hos-
pitable,” said electrical engineer-
ing major Cristovam Andre Tro-
coli de Moura.

“It is unusual. People here talk 
with us. They are so patient,” said 
Clemente Cazita.

“People speak very fast here,” 

said Cavalcante Matos. “Southern 
vernacular is a culture shock.”

The language was not the only 
surprise.

“Eggs and bacon for breakfast 
is totally uncommon,” said Clem-
ente Cazita.

Cavalcante Matos agreed, not-
ing that they were not accustomed 
to cheeseburgers either.

Brazil hosts the largest number 
of people of African descent in the 
Western Hemisphere, but these 
Brazilian students, all of African 
descent, were stunned at the dif-
ferences of American and Brazil-
ian culture as it relates to those of 
African descent.

“There are many different eth-
nic groups,” said Matheus Do 
Nascimento, a telecommunica-
tions engineering major. “It’s 
common for the blacks to marry 
whites.”

“There are no ethnic defini-
tions,” said Clemente Cazita. “Ev-
eryone is Brazilian. It’s even com-
mon to have different skin tones 
within the same family.”

“Yeah, we are equal. Ethnicity 
is not important in our country,” 
said Do Nascimento.

Brazilians separate themselves 
by social classes.

“We never had a separate neigh-

borhood for whites or blacks,” 
said Clemente Cazita.

“You never see a university 
for black people or white people. 
The university is just public,” said 
Cavalcante Matos.

In regards to the HBCU-Bra-
zilian Alliance initiative, the band 
of foreign students unanimously 
agreed that the program is impor-
tant.

“I think the program will 
strengthen the networks between 
America and Brazil. When you 
know the culture of the people, it’s 
easier to make business and help 
more people,” said Clemente Ca-
zita.

Flavio Jaime Pol Goncalves, 
an electrical engineering major 
agreed, saying, “We want to make 
friends here.”

The excitement of being on 
U.S. soil sparked a desire in all of 
the students to one day return to 
America.

“I think this opened the door for 
us to come back,” said Cavalcante 
Matos. “The vision of this pro-
gram is to knock down the barri-
ers.”

Trocoli de Moura also ex-
pressed his plans to return to the 
United States. “I would like to 
start a family here,” he said.

Jackson State University 
was named the recipient of 
the 2013 Distinguished Pro-
fessor Endowed Chair Award 
at the July 12 public meeting 
of the Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority 51st National Confer-
ence and Centennial Celebra-
tion in Washington, D.C.

The $220,000 award will 
support the university’s ef-
fort in the School of Social 
Work for research on the role 
African-American grandfa-
thers play in child rearing.

Social work professor Dr. 
Olga Osby submitted the 
winning proposal, which is 
titled American Grandfathers 
in Community Engagement 
and Family Stabilization.

“The project stems from 
my interest in looking at 
African-American grandfa-
thers as a hidden resource 
in the community,” Osby 
said. “I see all of these men 
in our communities and in 
our churches, but as a social 
worker and a researcher, I 
didn’t see that reflected in the 
literature.”

Dr. Deborah Dent, interim 
vice president of Informa-
tion Technology, accepted 
the award on JSU’s behalf in 
front of thousands gathered 
on the National Mall.

“It was an exciting mo-
ment. I was very proud be-
cause we were competing 
against all of the other His-
torically Black Colleges and 
Universities nationwide,” 

said Dent, a Del-
ta Sigma Theta 
member. “The 
committee is so 
interested in Dr. 
Osby’s research 
and they want to 
follow her proj-
ect. The thrilling 
part was that this 
was the Delta’s 
100-year cel-
ebration. Stand-
ing there on the 
National Mall 
in front of all of 
those people, it 
was just unforget-
table.”

Delta Sigma 
Theta holds a 
competition every 
four years among 
all of the nation’s 
HBCUs for the 
endowed chair 
award.

Dent said there 
was a great deal of excitement 
when JSU’s award was an-
nounced, especially from the 
Mississippians in the crowd.

Osby first started working 
on her winning proposal last 
summer during a writing re-
treat for JSU’s female faculty 
members. The retreat was 
part of the JSUAdvance pro-
gram, which is a leadership 
development program for 
women faculty funded by the 
National Science Founda-
tion. Osby took part in the re-
treat with support from JSU’s 
Center for University Schol-

ars. She further developed 
her project through her par-
ticipation in JSU’s Academy 
of Research and Scholarly 
Engagement, which launched 
in the fall of 2012. Through 
that program, researchers get 
support and coaching to de-
velop their ideas into funded 
research projects. Osby’s is 
the first academy project to 
earn a grant award.

JSU’s Division of Institu-
tional Advancement worked 
with Osby to identify Delta 
Sigma Theta as a possible 
funder for her proposal.

Alcorn president recognized 
by Phi Beta Sigma for 
community service

Brazilian students on 
JSU campus as part of 
HBCU-Brazilian Alliance

JSU earns Delta Sigma Theta 
2013 endowed chair award
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Five undergraduate students from Brazil welcomed by JSU through 
the government initiated HBCU-Brazilian Alliance.

Brown

Osby

By Darrell Robinson, Jr.
jsumsnews.com



WASHINGTON - They huddle 
outside office buildings and they 
can’t satisfy their nicotine cravings 
by lighting up on planes and trains, 
but now smokers could be getting a 
break from an unlikely source.

A glitch involving President 
Barack Obama’s health care law 
means smokers may get at least 
some relief next year from tobacco-
use penalties that could have made 
their premiums unaffordable.

In yet another health care over-
haul delay, the administration has 
quietly notified insurers that a com-
puter system problem will limit 
penalties that the law says the com-
panies may charge smokers. A fix 
will take at least a year.

Older smokers are more likely 
to benefit from the glitch, experts 
say. But depending on how insur-
ers respond to it, it’s also possible 
that younger smokers could wind 
up facing higher penalties than they 
otherwise would have.

Some see an emerging pattern 
of last-minute switches and delays 
as the administration scrambles 
to prepare the Oct. 1 launch of 
new health insurance markets for 
people who don’t have job-based 
insurance. Last week, the White 
House unexpectedly announced a 
one-year postponement of a major 
provision in the law that requires 
larger employers to offer coverage 
or face fines.

The smokers’ glitch is “a tempo-
rary circumstance that in no way 
impacts our ability to open the mar-
ketplaces on Oct. 1,” Health and 
Human Services spokeswoman 
Joanne Peters said in a statement.

A June 28 HHS document 
couched the problem in technical 
language:

“Because of a system limitation 
... the system currently cannot pro-
cess a premium for a 65-year-old 
smoker that is ... more than three 
times the premium of a 21-year-
old smoker,” the industry guidance 
said.

If an insurer tries to charge more, 
“the submission of the (insurer) 
will be rejected by the system,” it 
added.

Starting in 2014, the law requires 
insurance companies to accept all 
applicants regardless of pre-exist-
ing medical problems. But it also 
allows them to charge smokers up 
to 50 percent higher premiums - a 
way for insurers to ward off bad 
risks.

For an older smoker, the cost of 
the full penalty could be prohibi-
tive.

Premiums for a standard “sil-
ver” insurance plan would be about 
$9,000 a year for a 64-year-old 

non-smoker, according to the on-
line Kaiser Health Reform Subsidy 
Calculator. That’s before any tax 
credits, available on a sliding scale 
based on income.

For a smoker of the same age, 
the full 50 percent penalty would 
add more than $4,500 to the cost 
of the policy, bringing it to nearly 
$13,600. And new tax credits avail-
able to help pay premiums cannot 
be used to offset the penalty.

The underlying reason for the 
glitch is another provision in the 
health care law that says insurers 
can’t charge older customers more 
than three times what they charge the 
youngest adults in the pool. The gov-
ernment’s computer system has been 
unable to accommodate the two.

The administration is suggest-
ing that insurers limit the penalties 
across all age groups. The HHS 
guidance document used the ex-
ample of a 20 percent penalty for 
young and old alike.

In that case the premium for 
a 64-year-old would be about 
$10,900, a significant cut from the 
$13,600 if insurers charged the full 
penalty.

Younger smokers and older 
smokers can still be charged dif-
ferent penalties, but if the total of 
premiums and penalties is more 
than three times greater for older 
smokers, the system will kick it out.

Insurers had not expected such 
limitations. Before the glitch 
popped up, experts said the com-
panies would probably charge low 
penalties for younger smokers, and 

much higher ones for older ones.
“Generally a 20-year-old who 

smokes probably doesn’t have 
much higher health costs than 
someone who doesn’t smoke in any 
given year,” said Larry Levitt, an in-
surance market expert with the non-
partisan Kaiser Family Foundation. 
“A 60-year-old is another story.”

It’s unclear what insurance com-
panies will do.

Another workaround for the 
companies would be to charge the 
full penalty to both younger and 
older smokers. In that case, there 
wouldn’t be any savings for older 
smokers, and younger ones would 
see a big price shock.

Levitt said he suspects insur-
ers will keep the penalties low to 
sign up more young people. That’s 
happened so far in three states, he 
added.

But health care industry consul-
tant Bob Laszweski said he thinks 
insurers will do the opposite, hitting 
young and old with high penalties. 
“It’s going to throw cold water on 
efforts to get younger people to sign 
up,” he said.

Workers covered through job-
based health plans would be able to 
avoid tobacco penalties by joining 
smoking cessation programs be-
cause employer plans operate under 
different rules.

That option is not guaranteed to 
smokers trying to purchase cover-
age individually, prompting 10 
states already to limit what insurers 
can charge smokers buying indi-
vidual coverage.

NEW YORK - If you’re 
lucky enough to live into 
your 90s, how well will your 
brain hold up? You may 
have an edge over people 
who got there ahead of you, 
a new study hints.

Researchers found that on 
tests of mental abilities, a 
group of 95-year-old Danes 
scored better than a group of 
Danes born 10 years earlier, 
who had been tested when 
they were about the same 
age.

In a standard simple test, 
for example, 23 percent of 
them scored in the highest 
category, compared to 13 
percent of the earlier-born 
group. Out of the 30 ques-
tions and tasks, members 
of the later-born group av-
eraged two more correct 
responses than the earlier-
born group did. The results 
were released by the journal 
Lancet.

Why the better mental 
performance? It wasn’t just 
better education, but beyond 
that the researchers could 
only guess at things like 
more intellectual stimula-
tion and better diets earlier 
in life.

More people are living to 
such old ages. The U.S. cen-

sus counted 425,000 Ameri-
cans age 95 and older in 
2010, a 26 percent increase 
over the total in 2000.

The mental testing com-
pared 1,814 elderly Danes 
examined in 1998 to the 
later-born group of 1,247 
Danes tested in 2010. The 
researchers also found that 
later-born Danes were better 
able to carry out basic liv-
ing tasks like getting out of 
bed or a chair. So they were 
functioning better overall, 
the study concluded.

Lead author Dr. Kaare 
Christensen, head of the 
Danish Aging Research 

Center at the University 
of Southern Denmark in 
Odense, said he imagines 
that in the future, Danes 
who live into their 90s will 
continue to be better off 
than their predecessors. He 
was cautious about apply-
ing the results to the United 
States, although he said the 
availability of education in 
the U.S. after World War II 
would be a plus.

Dr. James Pacala, associ-
ate head of the department 
of family medicine and com-
munity health at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Medical 
School, who didn’t partici-
pate in the study, said he 
suspects the same trends are 
present in the United States.

He also said the findings 
fit with previous work that 
shows people are function-
ing better at given ages than 
they used to.

But Pacala, who heads the 
board of the American Ge-
riatrics Society, noted that 
even in the better-function-
ing group of Danes, at least 
40 percent and probably 
more had dementia.

Denise Park, an expert in 
mental function and aging 
at the University of Texas in 
Dallas, called the mental test 
results provocative but said 
it’s not clear why the differ-
ences appeared. She said she 
would want to know if the 
effect holds up for 80-year-
olds as well.

“If it’s real, it should,” she 
said.

WASHINGTON - Brynna Rob-
ert of Louisiana found out about 
and entered a White House con-
test for kid chefs on deadline day. 
Wisconsin’s Liam Kivirist studied 
more than 1,000 entries from the 
previous year’s competition be-
fore stirring up his own creation. 
Devanshi Udeshi of Texas submit-
ted a healthier version of her all-
time favorite thing to eat.

More than 1,300 recipes in 
all poured in. After the batch 
was painstakingly trimmed to 
54, Brynna, Liam and Devan-
shi were among a select group of 
8- to 12-year-olds whose culinary 
concoctions earned them a three-
course meal at the White House 
on Tuesday, July 16, along with 
pep talks from President Barack 
Obama and first lady Michelle 
Obama.

“It feels like I’m in a castle or 
something,” said Devanshi, 12, of 
Sugar Land, Texas.

Liam, 11, of Browntown, Wis., 
said the experience was “awe-
some” and seeing the Obamas was 
“really cool.”

The contest was sponsored by 

the Epicurious food website and 
the federal departments of Agri-
culture and Education. One winner 
was chosen from each of the 50 
states, the District of Columbia and 
three U.S. territories: Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands and the Northern 
Mariana Islands in the western Pa-
cific.

The recipes had to follow federal 
guidelines for healthy meals.

Michelle Obama, who is spear-
heading a campaign to reduce 
childhood obesity through diet 
and exercise, told the winners they 
overcame tough odds to land a seat 
at one of 12 round and rectangu-
lar tables set up in the East Room, 
where she and the president often 
hold equally elaborate dinners for 
foreign heads of state.

The event, now in its second 
year, is one of her favorites, she 
said.

“We’ve got singers and stars 
and world leaders, but this, prob-
ably throughout the entire White 
House, is one of our favorite events 
because we get to see how talented 
and creative and brilliant all of you 
young people can be,” she said, 
surrounded by large arrangements 
of oranges, lemons, and Granny 

Smith apples and limes.
“And we don’t just get to see it, 

we get to taste it,” the first lady said 
before highlighting some of the 
more colorfully named winning 
recipes, including Confetti Peanut 
Ginger Party Pasta from Missouri, 
Pan Seared Mississippi Catfish on 
a Bed of River Rice and Devan-
shi’s Slam Dunk Veggie Burger.

She also singled out a pizza with 
a gluten-free crust made of cauli-
flower, eggs, low-fat cheese and 
spices.

During an unannounced visit, 
Obama underscored his wife’s 
message that healthy meals can be 
tasty and fun. The president also 
told the child cooks they are set-
ting a good example for their class-
mates, parents and others “who 
sometimes may not always be eat-
ing as healthy as they’re supposed 
to.”

“We could not be prouder of 
you,” he said.

After hearing the first lady tell 
the kids it was OK to eat with their 
fingers, Obama joked: “Michelle 
never said to me I can just pick 
up something with my fingers at a 
state dinner. So that’s not fair.”

Except for the fact that the dress-

es weren’t floor-length, none of the 
boys wore tuxedos and “dinner” 
was served at midday, the event 
had all the trappings of a real state 
dinner.

Guests entered through the East 
Wing and their names and recipes 
were announced for the news me-
dia. Then it was off to a receiving 
line and photos with the first lady. 
The meal was a selection of win-
ning recipes.

Tanya Steel, the Epicurious ed-
itor-in-chief who whipped up the 
contest and brought it to the first 
lady’s attention three years ago, 
said Greek yogurt, salmon and 
kale were among the most popular 
ingredients. She said the choices 
show that kids’ palates are more 
sophisticated than many people 
think.

Brynna, 12, of Metairie, La., 
said she found out about the con-
test from her local paper on dead-
line day. She scrambled to submit a 

recipe for Sweet and Spicy Stir Fry 
to which she had added pineapple 
and chili-garlic sauce because her 
mother’s version was too bland.

Liam used ingredients grown on 
his family’s farm for his Wiscon-
sin Solar Oven-Simmered Chili, 
which is cooked by the heat of 

the sun. He said he looked at last 
year’s recipes and didn’t see any 
for chili.

Teen singer Rachel Crow of 
“X-Factor” fame provided enter-
tainment. After the meal, the kids 
toured the first lady’s garden on the 
South Lawn.

HEALTH

First lady hosts ‘dinner’ 
for top junior chefs
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A break for smokers? 
Glitch may limit penalties

Study: brainpower in the 
very old may be improving

First lady Michelle Obama at the second annual White House “Kids’ State 
Dinner” in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, July 
9, 2013. Mrs. Obama welcomed 54 children to the White House for creat-
ing winning recipes as part of a healthy lunch contest. AP PHOTO/SuSAn 
WAlSH

By Malcolm Ritter 
AP Science Writer

FIlE - Tina Reese leads a word game for residents at a nursing home in 
lancaster, Pa. on Feb. 28, 2013. Researchers have found that on tests of 
mental abilities, a group of 95-year-old Danes scored better than a group 
of similarly aged Danes who’d been born 10 years earlier. AP PHOTO/InTEl-
lIgEncER JOuRnAl, DAn MARScHKA

   Older patients diagnosed with kidney 
cancer may benefit more from a “watch 
and-wait” approach than from surgery 
that may pose more risks.  this finding 
follows an analysis of data involving 
more than 8,000 patients with kidney-
cancer tumors measuring less than 1.5 
inches in diameter.  seventy percent of 
the patients underwent surgery for partial 
or total removal of the diseased kidney, 
while the remaining 30% were monitored 
instead with imaging tests (mRis, Ct 
scans, and ultrasound).  Over the next 
five years, 3 percent of the patients died of 
kidney cancer.  the death rates were the 
same among the surgery patients and the 
“surveillance” group; however, patients in 
the surveillance group had lower risks of 
cardiovascular conditions and death from 
any cause.

   the mississippi CAnCeR institute 
offers the latest in advanced treatment 
technologies to help improve patient’s 
chances of survival and enhance quality 
of life during treatment.  One of these 
technologies is the OBi kV imaging 
system, which delivers improved tumor 
targeting using high resolution, low 
dose digital imaging in the treatment 
room.  it allows users to confidently 
manage patients and target movement-
both before and during treatments.  the 
use of kV imaging can result in lower 
patient dose and better image quality than 
megavoltage.  please call (601) 249-5510 
to schedule a consultation.  We’re located 
at 1501 Aston Avenue.  Because most 
small kidney-cancer tumors grow at a 
relatively slow rate, leaving them in place 
may not pose problems for many years.

“WAtCh AnD WAit” AppROACh 
GOOD FOR CAnCeR pAtients?

By Darlene Superville
Associated Press

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
AP Science Writer



NEW YORK - Coca-Cola is 
struggling to sell more soda in 
the U.S., and it can’t seem to 
catch a break.

The world’s largest bever-
age maker on July 16 blamed 
a confluence of factors includ-
ing unusually bad weather 
for its disappointing second-
quarter results. It cited cold, 
wet conditions at home and 
flooding in parts of Europe for 
weak volume growth glob-
ally. Profit declined 4 percent.

The temporary setbacks 
clouded the underlying chal-
lenge the company faces in 
North America and other de-
veloped markets, where soda 
consumption has been declin-
ing for years amid criticism 
that sugary drinks fuel obe-
sity rates.

In the latest quarter, for ex-
ample, Coca-Cola said soda 
volume in North America fell 
4 percent. But the figure has 
declined in 20 of the 26 quar-
ters since the start of 2007, 
including a 2 percent slide a 
year ago.

It was flat in four quarters 
and rose by just 1 percent in 
the other two quarters.

Still, executives expressed 
confidence they’d be able to 
return to growth with greater 
investments in marketing, 
new packaging and other tac-
tics.

“I hate to use the weather, 
but a lot of it was the weath-
er,” Chief Financial Officer 
Gary Fayard said in an inter-
view on CNBC, apparently 
acknowledging the frequency 
with which companies cite 
the weather when they deliver 
disappointing results.

When asked if people drink 
less soda when it’s cold and 
wet outside, Fayard said that 
was indeed the case.

“We are an industry that’s 
susceptible to weather,” he 
said.

Coke’s shares fell 90 cents, 
or 2.2 percent, to $40.11. 
Over the past year, the com-
pany’s stock is up more than 

7 percent.
Looking ahead to the sec-

ond half of the year, execu-
tives expressed confidence 
that the weather would even 
out and that business would 
improve, including in key 
markets such as India, China 
and North America.

In the meantime, Coca-
Cola and rival PepsiCo Inc. 
have been trying to come up 
with a soda that uses a natu-
ral, low-calorie sweetener to 
reverse the slide in U.S. soda 
consumption. The challenge 
is that such sweeteners often 
have a bad aftertaste. Notably, 
Coca-Cola has yet to roll out 
a mid-calorie version of Fanta 
and Sprite using the sweeten-
er stevia that it began testing 
last summer.

Nevertheless, executives 
at both companies have ex-
pressed optimism that natu-
ral, lower-calorie sodas can 
get soda sales on the path to 
growth.

“We’re watching, we’re 
learning,” said Steve Ca-
hillane, who heads the com-
pany’s North American and 
Latin American operations.

To hit back at critics, Coca-
Cola also began a TV ad cam-
paign addressing obesity for 
the first time in January. The 
ad noted that weight gain is 
the result of consuming too 
many calories of any kind, not 
just soda.

Similar ads have since been 
rolled out, with a focus on 
cable news channels where 

Coca-Cola believes viewers 
are more influential in shap-
ing public opinion.

Coca-Cola, based in Atlan-
ta, has also been relying on its 
bottled teas, water and sports 
drinks to boost sales. It sold 
more of such uncarbonated 
drinks in North America for 
three months ended June 28, 
but not enough to offset the 
decline in sodas.

During the quarter, vol-
ume for Europe also declined 
4 percent, with Coca-Cola 
noting the impact of severe 
flooding in parts of Germany 
and central Europe. By con-
trast, the region encompass-
ing Africa, the Middle East 
and Russia saw a 9 percent 
gain in volume. The Asia 
region rose 2 percent, with 
volume in China even from a 
year ago.

In addition to bad weather, 
the company noted that it was 
dealing with challenging eco-
nomic conditions and other 
socioeconomics factors, such 
as unrest in the Middle East.

For the second quarter, 
Coca-Cola Co. said it earned 
$2.68 billion, or 59 cents per 
share. That’s down 4 percent 
from $2.79 billion, or 61 
cents per share, a year earlier.

Excluding one-time items, 
the company said it earned 63 
cents per share, in line with 
Wall Street expectations.

Revenue slid to $12.75 bil-
lion, short of the $12.95 bil-
lion analysts expected, ac-
cording to FactSet.

NATIONAL

CAIRO - Egypt’s interim leader 
on Tuesday, July 16, swore in the 
first Cabinet since the military ousted 
the Islamist president, giving mem-
bers of the country’s liberal move-
ments key positions and naming 
three Christians and three women, 
their highest numbers in an Egyptian 
government.

The new government is led by 
Prime Minister Hazem el-Beblawi, 
an economist. Army chief Gen. 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, who ousted 
Mohammed Morsi on July 3, retains 
his post as defense minister and also 
took the position of first deputy prime 
minister, an additional title given to 
defense ministers in the past.

The Cabinet of more than 30 min-
isters does not include any members 
of Islamist parties - a sign of the deep 
polarization over the removal of 
Morsi, the country’s first freely elect-
ed president. The interim president’s 
spokesman had earlier said posts 
would be offered to Morsi’s Muslim 
Brotherhood, but the group promptly 
refused.

The Brotherhood has said it will 
not participate in the military-backed 
political process and vows to contin-
ue protests until Morsi is reinstated. 
The swearing in of the Cabinet took 
place hours after overnight clashes 
between police and Islamist sup-
porters of Morsi left seven protesters 
dead in the worst outbreak of vio-
lence in a week.

The new government, sworn in by 
interim President Adly Mansour, re-
flects the largely liberal, secular bent 
of the factions who backed el-Sissi’s 
removal of Morsi.

Women have a somewhat higher 
profile, with three ministries - includ-
ing the powerful information and 
health ministries. Most past govern-
ments for decades have had at most 
two women in them.

The Cabinet also includes three 
Christians, including one of the three 
women, Environment Minister Laila 
Rashed Iskander.

The Morsi-appointed interior min-
ister, Mohammed Ibrahim, remains 
in his post, in charge of the police. 
Nabil Fahmy, who was Egypt’s 
ambassador to the U.S. from 1999-
2008, becomes foreign minister.

In a nod to the revolutionary youth 
groups that engineered the 2011 up-
rising that toppled autocrat Hosni 
Mubarak and the massive protests 
that preceded Morsi’s ouster, Man-
sour renamed the justice portfolio 
the transitional justice and national 
reconciliation ministry and gave it to 
Mohammed el-Mahdi, a career judge.

The groups have been campaign-
ing for individuals responsible for the 
killing of hundreds of protesters since 
Mubarak’s fall to be brought to jus-
tice. Reconciliation is a longstanding 
demand by most political forces to 
end the nation’s polarization, which 
often spills over into street violence.

At least three senior figures from 
the National Salvation Front, the 
main opposition grouping during 
Morsi’s year in office, were included 
in the government. In addition, the 
new deputy prime minister in charge 
of international cooperation, Ziad 
Bahaa-Eldin, is a member of the So-
cial Democratic Party, which is part 
of the Salvation Front.

Mohamed ElBaradei, one of the 

Front’s top leaders, has already been 
installed as Mansour’s vice president.

In a first, Mansour also swore in 
an icon of Egyptian soccer as sports 
minister. Midfielder Taher Abu Zeid 
starred in Cairo’s el-Ahly club and 
the national side in the 1980s. He was 
a member of a star-studded national 
squad that won the 1986 African Na-
tions’ Cup in Cairo.

The Cabinet has a total of 33 
members, not including el-Beblawi.

Soon after the swearing in, carried 
live on state TV, the one Islamist par-
ty that supported the military’s ouster 
of Morsi, criticized the new Cabinet 
for its lack of inclusion.

“This is a repeat of the same mis-
take the last government was blamed 
for, and leads to a totally biased gov-
ernment,” the Al-Nour Party said 
in a statement. It said it doesn’t ac-
cept “that one movement replaces 
another to control the government, 
which should be unbiased and non-
partisan.”

The Cabinet is to run the country 
as it goes through a transition plan 
announced last week by Mansour, 
which includes the formation of 
panels to amend the Islamist-drafted 
constitution that was passed under 
Morsi and then the holding of elec-
tions for a new parliament and presi-
dent early next year.

The new leadership is driving 
ahead with the process despite the 
staunch rejection by Morsi’s Islamist 
supporters, who are holding sit-ins 
in cities around the country. Morsi’s 
supporters accuse the military of car-
rying out a coup that has destroyed 
Egypt’s democracy.

Riots broke out overnight with 

New egypt cabinet led by liberals

Bad weather complicates 
coca-cola’s soda struggles

MEXICO CITY - The capture 
of the notoriously brutal Zetas 
leader Miguel Angel Trevino Mo-
rales represents a serious blow to 
Mexico’s most feared drug cartel, 
but experts cautioned that taking 
down the group’s command struc-
ture is unlikely to diminish vio-
lence in the border states where it 
dominates through terror.

Trevino Morales, 40, was cap-
tured before dawn July 15 by 
Mexican marines who intercepted 
a pickup truck with $2 million in 
cash in the countryside outside 
the border city of Nuevo Laredo, 
which has long served as the Zetas’ 
base of operations. The truck was 
halted by a marine helicopter, and 
Trevino Morales was taken into 
custody along with a bodyguard 
and an accountant and eight guns, 
government spokesman Eduardo 
Sanchez told reporters.

It was the first major blow 
against an organized crime leader 
by the administration of President 
Enrique Pena Nieto, which has 
struggled to drive down persistent-
ly high levels of violence. Experts 
on the Zetas said the arrest, at least 
the eighth capture or killing of a 
high-ranking cartel leader since 
2011, could leave behind a series 
of cells scattered across northern 
Mexico without a central com-
mand but with the same appetite 
for kidnapping, extortion and other 
crimes against innocent people.

“It’s another link in the destruc-
tion of the Zetas as a coherent, 
identifiable organization,” said 
Alejandro Hope, a former member 
of Mexico’s domestic intelligence 
service. “There will still be people 
who call themselves Zetas, bands 
of individuals who maintain the 
same modus operandi. There will 
be fights over illegal networks.”

The Zetas remain active in Nue-
vo Laredo, the nearby border state 
of Coahuila, the Gulf Coast state 
of Veracruz, parts of north cen-
tral Mexico and Central America, 
although Trevino Morales’ arrest 
means the gang has become “a 
franchise operation, not a vertical 
organization,” said George Gray-
son, an expert on the Zetas and a 
professor of government at the 
College of William & Mary.

The Zetas leader and his alleged 
accomplices were flown to Mexi-
co City, where they are expected 
to eventually be tried in a closed 
system that usually takes years to 
prosecute cases, particularly high-
profile ones.

Trevino Morales, known as “Z-
40,” is uniformly described as one 
of the two most powerful cartel 
heads in Mexico, the leader of a 
corps of special forces defectors 
who went to work for drug traf-
fickers, splintered off into their 
own cartel in 2010 and metasta-
sized across Mexico, expanding 
from drug dealing into extortion, 

human trafficking and other activ-
ity.

Along the way, the Zetas au-
thored some of the worst atroci-
ties of Mexico’s drug war, leaving 
hundreds of bodies beheaded on 
roadsides or hanging from bridges 
and earning a reputation as perhaps 
the most terrifying of the country’s 
numerous ruthless cartels.

On Trevino Morales’ watch, 
72 Central and South American 
migrants were slaughtered by the 
Zetas in the northern town of San 
Fernando in 2010, authorities said. 
By the following year, federal of-
ficials announced finding 193 bod-
ies buried in San Fernando, most 
belonging to migrants kidnapped 
off buses and killed by the Zetas, 
some because they refused to work 
as drug mules.

Sanchez said Trevino Morales 
is charged with ordering the kid-
napping and killing of the 265 mi-
grants, along with numerous other 
charges of murder, torture and 
other crimes.

Pena Nieto came into office late 
last year promising to drive down 
high levels of homicide, extortion 
and kidnapping but has struggled 
to make a credible dent in crime 
figures. And his pledge to focus 
on citizen safety over other crimes 
has sparked worries among U.S. 
authorities that he would ease back 
on predecessor Felipe Calderon’s 
U.S.-backed strategy aimed above 
all at decapitating drug cartels.

The arrest of Trevino, a man 
widely blamed for both massive 
northbound drug trafficking, will 
almost certainly earn praise from 
Pena Nieto’s U.S. and Mexican 
critics alike.

Trevino Morales’ capture adds 
to the long list of Zetas’ leaders 
who have been arrested or killed 
in recent years, including Zeta 
head Heriberto Lazcano Lazcano, 
whose fatal shooting by authori-
ties last year left Trevino Morales 
in charge.

The debilitation of the Zetas has 
been widely seen as strengthening 
the country’s most-wanted man, 
Sinaloa cartel head Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman, who has over-

seen a vicious turf war with the 
Zetas from suspected hideouts in 
rugged western Mexico.

Trevino Morales is expected 
to be succeeded by his younger 
brother, Omar, a former low-rank-
ing turf boss who’s seen as a far 
weaker figure.

Miguel Angel Trevino Mo-
rales began his career as a teen-
age gofer for the Los Tejas gang, 
which controlled most crime in his 
hometown across the border from 
Laredo, Texas. He soon graduated 
from washing cars and running er-
rands to running drugs across the 
border, and was recruited into the 
Matamoros-based Gulf cartel.

Trevino Morales’ brother, sis-
ter and mother lived in Dallas 
but he had many relatives around 
Nuevo Laredo and, while mov-
ing frequently to avoid authorities, 
was believed to often return to his 
hometown, the U.S. official said.

Trevino Morales joined the Ze-
tas, who worked as hit men and 
bodyguards for the Gulf cartel, in 
the late 1990s.

Stories about his brutality be-
came well-known among his men, 
his rivals and Nuevo Laredo citi-
zens terrified of incurring his an-
ger. One technique he favored was 
the “guiso,” or stew, in which en-
emies would be placed in 55-gal-
lon (208-liter) drums and burned 
alive, said a U.S. law-enforcement 
official in Mexico City, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because of the sensitivity of the 
topic, the official said.

Around 2005, Trevino Morales 
was promoted to boss of the Nue-
vo Laredo territory, or “plaza,” 
and given responsibility for fight-
ing off the Sinaloa cartel’s attempt 
to seize control of its drug-smug-
gling routes, according to U.S. and 
Mexican officials. He orchestrated 
a series of killings on the U.S. side 
of the border, several by a group of 
young U.S. citizens who gunned 
down their victims on the streets 
of Laredo.

Alicia Caldwell contributed to 
this report from Washington, D.C. 
Rodriguez and E. Eduardo Cas-
tillo contributed from Mexico City.

Capture of Zetas leader 
unlikely to quell violence
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In this combo of three photos released on Tuesday, July 16, 2013 by the Mexi-
can Navy, are Zetas drug cartel leader Miguel Angel Trevino Morales, center, 
Ernesto Reyes Garcia, left, and Abdon Federico Rodriguez Garcia, right, af-
ter their arrests in Mexico. Trevino Morales, 40, was captured before dawn 
Monday by Mexican marines who intercepted a pickup truck with $2 million 
in cash in the countryside outside the border city of Nuevo Laredo, which 
has long served as the Zetas’ base of operations. The truck was halted by 
a marine helicopter, and Trevino Morales was taken into custody along with 
a bodyguard and an accountant and eight guns, government spokesman 
Eduardo Sanchez told reporters. AP PhoTo/MExIcAN NAvy

AP PhoTo/WILFREdo LEE

police firing volleys of 
tear gas at protesters, who 
burned tires, threw rocks 
and blocked traffic flow 
on a main roadway run-
ning through the heart of 
the capital. The Brother-
hood said police used 
birdshot and live ammu-
nition.

At least seven people 
were killed and 261 in-
jured in the clashes in 
four different locations 
in Cairo, according to 
Khaled el-Khateeb, the 
head of the Health Min-
istry’s emergency and intensive care 
department. Four of the seven were 
killed in clashes between residents 
and Morsi supporters staging a sit-in 
near the main campus of Cairo uni-
versity, according to security officials 
who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because they were not authorized 
to speak to the media.

Egypt’s state news agency said 
17 policemen were injured and 401 

people have been arrested in relation 
to the clashes.

The violence broke also soon af-
ter the most senior U.S. official to 
visit Egypt since Morsi was toppled 
concluded a round of talks with the 
country’s interim leaders in which he 
called for the Brotherhood to be in-
cluded in the political process.

Deputy Secretary of State William 
Burns held talks with Mansour and 

el-Beblawi on Monday, as well as 
el-Sissi. He also spoke by telephone 
with a representative of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, State Department 
spokesman Patrick Ventrell told re-
porters. Ventrell would not identify 
the Brotherhood representative or 
give details on the call.

Associated Press reporters Sarah 
El Deeb and Deb Riechmann con-
tributed to this report.

This image released by the Egyptian Presidency on Tuesday, July 16, 2013 shows interim 
President Adly Mansour, center, with his new cabinet ministers at the presidential palace 
in Cairo, Egypt. Egypt’s interim president has sworn in a new Cabinet, the first since the 
ouster of the Islamist president by the military nearly two weeks ago. The new government, 
sworn in Tuesday, is led by Prime Minister hazem el-Beblawi, an economist, and features 
the promotion of defence Minister Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, who ousted Mohammed 
Morsi on July 3, to deputy prime minister. he also retains the defence portfolio. AP PhoTo/
EGyPTIAN PRESIdENcy

By candice choi
AP Food Industry Writer By Michael Weissenstein and 

olga R. Rodriguez 
Associated Press



For several 
years now, the 
members of Delta 
Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc. have 
been planning 
a celebration in 

Washington, D.C., unlike any-
thing the world has ever seen be-
fore.

My sisters of DST met, planned, 
and instituted a celebratory event 
to pay tribute to the founding of 
our organization; an event that 
will be remembered for years to 
come.

Founded on Christian princi-
ples in 1913, my sisterhood began 
with 22 collegiate women at How-
ard University. No, we are not the 
first African American sorority to 
be established but because of our 
foundation in Christ, we have be-
come the largest African Ameri-
can public service organization in 
the world.

Our celebration of 100 years 
actually began January 1, 2013, 
and the momentum continued to 
build from that point on. The cul-
mination of this celebration came 
to a climax the week of July 12 
- 18, 2013, in Washington, D.C. 
Approximately 40, 000 Deltas 
registered to attend this once in 
a lifetime event and just as many 
friends and family members were 
present to help launch the begin-
ning of a new era in DST. 

Psalm 100 1 - 5, tells us to 
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, 
all the earth! Serve the Lord with 
gladness! Come into his presence 
with singing! Know that the Lord, 
He is God! It is He who made us, 
and we are His; we are His people, 
and the sheep of His pasture. En-
ter His gates with thanksgiving, 
and His courts with praise! Give 
thanks to Him; bless His name! 
For the Lord is good; His stead-
fast love endures forever, and His 
faithfulness to all generations”.

With loved ones by their side, 
the sorority sisters communed by 
the thousands to thank God for 
all He has done. The Ecumeni-
cal Service, one of the highlight 
activities at the organization’s 
national conventions and regional 
conferences, served as the official 
platform to offer thanks to God 
for Delta Sigma Theta and for 
His goodness and mercy toward 

the longevity of the sisterhood, as 
well as praising Him for continu-
ing to direct the path of the soror-
ity. 

The team of Christian leaders 
within the ranks of Delta Sigma 
Theta, led by the national chaplain, 
Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie, 
a presiding bishop of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church; de-
livered the words of God Sunday, 
July 14. The special guest for the 
praise and worship portion of the 
celebration was recording artist 
Vashawn Mitchell, who rendered 
his well-known tune, “Nobody 
Greater,” during this historic ser-
vice. Byron Cage, Yolanda Ad-
ams and Fred Hammond were the 
featured artists during this year’s 
gospel concert held later that eve-
ning at the Verizon Center. God’s 
presence definitely filled the room 
during both events.

I share this historical informa-
tion with you because for one, 
I am proud of the milestone that 
has been accomplished by Delta, 
but most importantly, because of 
the awesome presence God has in 
all that we do.

Because of God’s goodness, 
countless blessings are bestowed 
upon each and every one of us. 
Because of God’s goodness, we 
serve as vessels moving through 
life, taking us where God leads 
us to share His message of love 
and salvation.  Delta Sigma Theta 
is truly one of those vessels that 
pours out the gift of love.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around the 
state of Mississippi, would like to 
serve as your personal messenger 
to share your good news and the 
news of your places of worship 
and visits, as you receive love 
and/or offer it to others.

As always, we ask that you let 
us help you to communicate the 
good news of our Lord. Isaiah 
52:7a reads, “What a beautiful 
sight it is to see messengers com-
ing with good news!”

The King James Version of 
Isaiah 52:7b reads, “Your God 
reigns.”  His presence is every-
where and so should the news of 
His love for all of His children.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.com. 
Fax 601-896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Mississippi 
Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jack-
son, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Above Average Christianity 

Baptist educators convene in St. Louis 
Sixth 
Season of 
Sunday Best

For the last 
three months we 
have dealt with 
the subject of 
Above Average 
Christianity. What 
we have said in 

so many words is that God wants 
to do extraordinary things through 
ordinary people who trust in Christ. 
We reviewed in Matthew 5:1-12, 
Jesus told ordinary people with 
ordinary problems that they could 
be extraordinarily happy. Above 
average Christianity gives you the 
liberty to have a happy life in spite 
of unhappy circumstances. 

In Matthew 5:13-16, Jesus 
showed us who we were meant to 
be in Christ…salt with flavor and 
light not hidden. Salt with flavor 
is very tasteful and light in dark-
ness brightens the surroundings. As 
a Christian, you have the spiritual 
potential to make an impact for the 
kingdom of God if you will let your 
light shine. Get right with God and 
you won’t have any problem letting 
your light shine. 

In Matthew 5:17-20, Jesus talked 
about fulfilling the law and then He 
spoke of the Pharisees who thought 
they kept the law (they fasted, 
prayed, tithed) but Jesus said it was 
not good enough to get them into 
heaven because according to Mat-
thew 5:21-43 the Pharisees hated 
some people in their hearts al-
though they didn’t literally murder 
them. They had lust in their hearts, 
and they divorced their wives for 
trivial reasons, they were unforgiv-
ing and they hated their enemies.

In Matthew 6, Jesus revealed that 
the Pharisees gave alms, prayed in 
public, and fasted to be seen by 
people. No doubt they worried 
about food, cloths, and shelter 
first rather than seeking God and 
His kingdom first. Those who live 
above average Christianity put God 
before everything else and yet they 
still enjoy the things of life because 
Jesus said they would in Matthew 
6:33.

In Matthew 7:1-6, we saw that 
the Pharisees rushed to judge oth-
ers, but they didn’t look at the sins 
in their own lives. Those who live 
above average Christianity do not 
rush to judgment and they always 
look at their own sins first and cor-
rect themselves before they try to 
judge someone else.

Then Jesus taught His disciples 

to not waste their pearls (the gos-
pel message) among the dogs and 
pigs (harden sinners who refuse to 
hear it) that do not want it and will 
only turn on the disciples and attack 
them. As Christians, sometimes we 
feel like that. You sow into people’s 
lives the word of God; you pray for 
them and support them emotionally 
and spiritually and all of a sudden 
they turn against you or turn away 
from you. This is why we need to 
pray dutifully so we can discern the 
spirits of people so that we don’t 
waste our time sowing into them 
because it’s like casting your pearls 
among the pigs. 

In Matthew 7:7-12, Jesus taught 
His disciples that prayer is meant to 
be a laborious task. That we must 
always pray and never quit believ-
ing; knowing that God wants to 
bless us. Above average Christian-
ity is a life that consists of much 
prayer and those who pray have 
supernatural power to live, to over-
come the devil and be happy in 
spite of this imperfect world. 

Today we pick up at Matthew 
7:13-14 which reads: “Enter by the 
narrow gate; for the gate is wide 
and the way is easy, that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by 
it are many. For the gate is narrow 
and the way is hard, that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few.” 

The first thing Matthew 7:13, 14 
tells us is more people are going 
to hell then there are people going 
to heaven and the primary reason 
most people are going to hell is be-
cause they chose to enter the wrong 
gate that leads to destruction. They 
didn’t intentionally choose destruc-
tion; they just chose the easy road.

They just want to have a sinful 
good time, but you can’t choose 
to walk through the gate that leads 
to hell and think you are going to 
heaven. Likewise, you can’t chose 
to walk through the narrow gate 
and think life is going to be easy. 
This is why so many church folk 
fall by the wayside and don’t live 
consistent Christian lives. They are 
not ready to make the kind of sacri-
fices that Jesus requires of them. If 
the truth be told, many churches are 
full of shady Christians. 

It was said that Mahatma Gan-
dhi, who was a very influential 
Hindu, considered becoming a 
Christian, but when he went to ob-
serve some of them he changed his 
mind. Imagine if he had become a 
Christian, considering all of the in-
fluence he had in that Hindu Coun-

try, he may have led millions to 
Christ. This proves that unfaithful, 
non-growing Christians are a liabil-
ity not an asset to the Kingdom of 
God!

Above average Christianity is 
not an easy road because it is to-
tally selling out to Christ, it is de-
nying yourself, and taking up your 
cross, but those who do, eventually 
discover that although many are 
the trials of the righteous yet God 
delivers them from all. They learn 
to lean on Jesus while in the valley, 
they learn to worship Him in spite 
of trials in the valley, and they learn 
that in His presence there is fullness 
of joy in the valley.

We learn that Matthew 7 ques-
tions us on what type fruit are we 
producing? 

Matthew 7:15 says, “Beware of 
false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are 
ravening wolves.” 

A trickster, a manipulator, a 
snake in the grass is betting on 
you not figuring them out. This is 
why they have to put up a front so 
you can’t see who they really are. 
Always keep in mind, Judas was a 
snake, a devil, but he put up such 
a good front the disciples didn’t 
know who he was until Jesus ex-
posed him. 

A slick schemer can be hard to 
figure out, but the Bible has taught 
us how to detect a snake. First of 
all, don’t go by what people say; 
don’t go by their words alone be-
cause snakes are slick talkers. This 
is what happened to Eve in the gar-
den. She went on the words of the 
serpent. We must not go by words 
alone. Ephesians 5:6 says, “Let 
no man deceive you with empty 
words. They are empty because 
they are not sincere, empty because 
their words are meant to deceive 
you in order to get something out of 
you. This is why Jesus said in John 
10:10, “The thief comes to steal…” 
So, we can’t go by people’s words 
alone because we will be deceived, 
but we must go by their ways.

This is why Jesus said in Mat-
thew 7:16, 20 “By their fruits you 
will know them. Do you gather 
grapes from thorns, or figs from 
thistles... by their fruits you will 
know them.” So, keep in mind all 
talk is cheap until it is backed up by 
action. It does not matter what you 
say; what matters is how you live 
and when you live right many times 
you don’t have to say anything be-
cause your life speaks for itself.

Matthew 7:17 says, “…every 
good tree produces good fruit; but 
the corrupt tree produces evil fruit.” 
You are producing some kind of 
fruit. It may not be godly fruit, but 
you are producing some kind of 
fruit. Your lifestyle is an orchard. 
What kind of fruit are you produc-
ing? 

Jesus warned His disciples to 
be careful to not have an uncon-
cerned attitude and become lazy 
in their spiritual life because Jesus 
said in Matthew 7:19, “Every tree 
that doesn’t grow good fruit is cut 
down, and thrown into the fire.” We 
will be judged for not producing 
godly fruit and we will be judged 
for producing ungodly fruit. Gala-
tians 6:7 says we shall reap what 
we sow. 

For those who don’t take their 
spiritual growth serious, for those 
who take church for granted, and 
for those who make no effort to 
discover and use their spiritual gifts 
Jesus said in Matthew 7:21, “Not 
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven; but he who does the will 
of my Father who is in heaven.” 

There are some people who may 
be on their way to hell unawares. 
If living holy is not high on your 
priority list then you need to check 
yourself because you may be one of 
the ones Jesus will tell “depart from 
me, I never knew you.” One writer 
said no one who professes faith in 
God’s righteousness, and salvation 
shall enter heaven but he who gets 
the bad tree rooted up, plant the 
good tree, and continues to bring 
forth fruit to the glory and praise 
of God shall enter the Kingdom of 
God. 

Read the finale’ of this series. 
next week.

Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 
of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. Residents 
of Madison, he and wife, Minister 
Yolanda; are the proud parents of 
three daughters. He received de-
grees from Criswell College in 
Dallas; Southern Methodist Uni-
versity - Perkins School of Theol-
ogy; and a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Seminary. A 
pastor for 23 years, Collier serves 
as a volunteer chaplain for various 
law enforcement agencies in the 
metro area and for the Mississippi 
Governor’s Mansion. He may be 
reached by calling 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail karab5@
live.com.

The National Baptist Congress 
of Christian Education held its 
108th Annual Session June 16-21 
at America’s Center in Downtown 
St. Louis.

The Congress serves as the pri-
mary training arm of the National 
Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., the 
nation’s oldest and largest African-
American religious group with an 
estimated membership of 7.5 mil-
lion.

According to the Rev. Sammie E. 
Jones, senior pastor of Mount Zion 
Baptist Church-Christian Complex, 
St. Louis is the first city to host 
back-to-back sessions of the Con-
gress.

As local host committee chair-
man and 2nd vice president of the 
Congress who oversees nine states 
in the Midwest Region, Jones was 
instrumental in making this happen.

He was joined by local host com-
mittee co-chairs the Rev. Jimmy 
Brown, pastor of St. Luke Mis-
sionary Baptist Church-St. Louis, 
and the Rev. Zachary Lee, pastor 
of Mount Paran Missionary Bap-
tist Church-East St. Louis. They 
worked with the St. Louis Conven-
tion & Visitors Commission (CVC) 

and local churches on both sides of 
the Mississippi to host the event, 
which Jones described as “a mam-
moth task which caused us to pray 
and pray hard.”

Although the theme for this 
year’s session was “Solidarity with 
the Savior,” the local host commit-
tee came up with its own. “Let’s do 
it again, only better,” Jones said of 
organizing the event.

According to the CVC, the 
30,000-plus people who attended 
the convention generated an esti-
mated $20.4 million for the local 
economy, a substantial increase 
from last year’s $17.4 million.

Roland Martin, award-winning 
journalist and commentator, gave a 
rousing speech at the President and 
Educational Scholarship Banquet 
June 19. Drawing inspiration from 
the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr’s “Letter from a Bir-
mingham Jail,” Martin addressed 
the current state of education in our 
country and its negative impact on 
African-American youth.

He reminded the audience that 
next year the country will celebrate 
the 60th anniversary of the 1954 
Brown v. Board of Education de-
cision, but the African-American 
community is still battling many 

of the same problems faced by the 
courageous youth and their families 
who desegregated public education.

“We are still waiting on a system 
to change when it comes to educat-
ing our children,” he said. “How is 
it that we are still waiting on a sys-
tem that never wanted to educate us 
in the first place?”

The next generation of African-
American and Hispanic youth will 
not be equipped to take advantage 
of two-thirds of available jobs, he 
said. He said that at the root of the 
problem are “sorry teachers, ad-
ministrators, school boards, politi-

cians and even parents” who need 
to be called out.

“Every day that we are waiting 
on elected officials or a teachers’ 
union, our kids are falling farther 
and farther behind,” Martin said.

He said that churches can be 
used to fundamentally alter nation-
al education systems, like seeking 
out retired school teachers within a 
congregation to help develop after-
school tutoring programs.

The 109th Annual Session of the 
National Baptist Congress of Chris-
tian Education will be held in Dal-
las, Texas next year. 

Sunday Best is back for 
a sixth season and what a 
season it appears that it is 
going to be. The season 
premier was Sunday, July 
8, 2013, on BET, and it 
kicked off as usual; with 
tryouts from potential per-
formers whose ultimate 
goal is to become the next 
Sunday Best winner.

In previous years, Mis-
sissippi has had three fi-
nalists to make it to the 
elimination round of the 
talent contest: Brittney 
Dear, Ashford Sanders and 
Dathan Thigpen, all who 
are from the metropolitan 
Jackson area.

The judges for this year’s 
gospel talent show are 
Yolanda Adams, Rev. Don-
nie McClurkin, and CeCe 
Winans. Kirk Franklin re-
turns as this season’s host 
for the show which pre-
mieres at 7 p.m. central 
time.

Martin, award-winning journalist and commentator, giving a rousing key-
note speech at the President and Educational Scholarship Banquet on 
June 19 as part of the National Baptist Congress of Christian Education’s 
108th Annual Session in St. Louis. PHoto By WiLEy PriCEroLAND
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“ T h e r e f o r e , 
we ought to give 
the more earnest 
heed to the things 
which we have 
heard, lest at any 
time we should let 

them slip. For if the Word spoken 
by angels was stedfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience 
received a just recompense of re-
ward, how shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation; which 
at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard Him; God 
also bearing them witness, both 
with signs and wonders and with 
divers miracles and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, according to His own 
will?”  (Hebrews 2:1-4)

I have never heard a person who 
has gotten saved say he or she re-
gretted being saved.  Do you know 
what I have heard many say? “I 
wish I had gotten saved earlier.”  
Someone may say, “What about 
those who turn back?” God did not 
turn them back. Salvation is not 
at fault because some turn back.  
People turn back because they de-
cide to go the way of the world.

There are some facts that each 
of us must face. You might be ig-
norant of them, disbelieve them, 
or even reject them, however, you 
cannot do away with these things.  
You may even choose to ignore, 
neglect, or despise them, but this 
in no way frees you from them.  
What are these things that you 
cannot escape? First, you cannot 

escape your personal responsibil-
ity to God. God always has and 
always will hold men responsible.  

In the beginning of time, God 
told Adam and Eve not to eat the 
fruit of a particular tree. In the lat-
ter part of Genesis 2:17, God said, 
“In the day that thou eatest thereof, 
thou shall surely die.” Once Adam 
and Eve partook of the fruit of that 
tree, they were responsible. 

In this age man must come to 
God through Christ, and Christ 
has laws to which we are responsi-
ble. The Bible lets us know in He-
brews 11:6, “But without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for he 
that cometh to God must believe 
that He is and that He is a rewarder 

of them that diligently seek him.”
Christ requires that each indi-

vidual repents of his sins. We read 
in Acts 17:30, “And the times of 
this ignorance God winked at, but 
now commandeth all men every-
where to repent.” 

God also calls upon men to 
confess and believe. Roman 10:9 
says, “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.”

Every individual is responsible 
to obey the Word of God. No one 
can obey the Word of God for 
you.  You may decide to ignore 
these commandments and reject 

these laws, but that does not free 
you from them. In the beginning 
of Jesus’ ministry, He said in Luke 
13:3, “I tell you nay but except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise per-
ish.”

Next Week - Part V
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-

tor of Crossroads Church of God 
in Farmhaven (Canton), Miss., 
and is married to Velma L. Green. 
He honorably served in the U.S. 
Army for 20 years. Presently, Rev. 
Green is a member of the National 
Association of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind. He serves 
as vice-chairman at the Southeast-
ern Association of The Church of 
God, Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of July 18

1. Break Every Chain  Tasha Cobbs
2. Every Praise   Hezekiah Walker
3. God Will Make A Way  Shirley Caesar
4. Clean This House  Isaac Carree
5. If He Did It Before…Same God Tye Tribbett 
6. Here In Our Praise  Fred Hammond-United Tenors
7. Testimony   Anthony Brown & group therAPy
8. Take Me To The King  Tamela Mann
9. It’s Not Over   Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson
10. Your Best Days Yet  Bishop Paul S. Morton

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

The Penalty for Rejecting 
Salvation - Part IV

A few year 
ago, playwright, 
director and ac-
tor Tyler Perry 
released his ea-
gerly anticipated, 
“Why Did I Get 

Married?” to both positive critical 
reviews and great box-office suc-
cess. Despite what a few critics 
have labeled an “African-Amer-
ican” buppie movie, Why Did I 
Get Married expands the cinematic 
road that Perry traveled in his 
2005 hit ”Diary of  a Mad Black 
Woman.” Perry’s movie shows the 
importance of resurrection and the 
process of restoration.

I also liked it because it touched 
on one of the blessings that I men-
tioned a few weeks ago. This film 
illustrated the blessings of resto-
ration where we embrace God’s 
grace and are no longer held hos-
tage by the mistakes of our past   
and resurrection where we accept 
that sometimes in order for God 
to bring to life the seeds of destiny 
some things must die. 

Why Did I Get Married shows 
that in order for something to be 
resurrected, it must die first much 
like the truth in the scripture John 
12:24 that says, “I tell you the truth, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produc-
es many seeds.”

One of the movie’s strengths 
is the fast-paced and well-written 
dialogue of the couples during 
their annual retreat in the beautiful 
Colorado Rocky Mountains. The 
snow capped mountains provide 
a perfect backdrop image for the 
seemingly impassable mountains 

of deceit, anger and self-centered-
ness that plague the couple’s mar-
riages. And then it happens: the 
truth comes out about the secrets in 
each marriage….and the immature 
hopes of their marriages die. How-
ever, Perry shows that once that 
truth is exposed, the seeds of a new 
beginning can be planted and the 
hopefulness of restoration can take 
place. The couples in the movie 
had marital trouble but it was their 
overcoming those troubles that 
gave them the foundation for their 
future marital success.

Sometimes things die because 
we neglect them. In other cases, 
God allows it to die so he can res-
urrect it. Whatever the case, God 
has the final say so on what lives or 
dies…and what gets restored. The 
restoration process can be difficult 
because we must choose to submit 
to change. Resurrection also makes 
us see that God might not wipe the 
slate clean. Instead, he often choos-
es to use those things that we think 
disqualify us to be the thing that 
propels us into our future.

Part of the blessings of resur-
rection and restoration is that they 
appear to come in negative and un-
wanted packages initially. Similar-
ly, we may have to let go of a dream 
or change our attitude about some-
thing or someone. But once we let 
those old things die, we then have 
the great opportunity to see God use 
that negative thing be the founda-
tion for us to give and live again. 

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at love-
hangover@juno.com, at www.she-
wandariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 

Blessing of 
Resurrection and 

Restoration

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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r E i g N i N g  A N N o u N C E M E N t S
Sunday, July 21, 2013, Dr. Julius R. Scruggs, president of the National Baptist 
Convention, USA, Inc.will be the guest preacher at the 11 a.m. worship at Far-
ish Street Baptist Church, 619 N. Farish St, Jackson, MS 39202. The worship 
is a celebration of the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Hickman M. Johnson’s 50th Anniver-
sary of his ordination to the gospel ministry. The public is invited. For additional 
information, please call the church office at 601-355-0636.

Providence Church Rededication, 8108 Highway 28, Hazlehurst, MS 39083, 
is July 24 - 26, 7:15 p.m. Guest speakers are Rev. Tommy Wheeler, Mount 
Grove MB Church, Hermanville – July 24; Rev. R.D. Wells, Good Hope MB 
Church, Crystal Springs – July 25; and Rev. Lorenzo Carter, Hopewell Baptist 
Church, Utica – July 26. For more information, call (601) 277-4086; email prai-
seatprovidence@gmail.com; visit the website www.praiseatprovidence.org



ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE

FAA BUILDING SITE DRAINAGE AND BUILDING STABILIZATION
AT JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

(JMAA PROJECT NO. 025-12)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at the 
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal Building, 
Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m. on 
August 9, 2013 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction and related services in con-
nection with the building site drainage and stabilization work for the Federal Aviation 
Administration Building at JAN (the “Work”).  

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. on August 9, 2013 (the 
“Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal 
Building at JAN.  

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be marked 
with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and with the word-
ing:  “FAA Building Site Drainage and Building Stabilization at JAN, JMAA Project 
No. 025-12.”  Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of 
bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause 
whatsoever.  JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be pres-
ent at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by JMAA in 
accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders.  The Information 
for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, 
Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest 
and best bidder.  Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part 
of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at the 
following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3536
Facsimile:   (601) 664-3537

Attention: Woodrow Wilson, Senior Director
of Capital Programming

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work) may 
be obtained upon payment of a $50.00 refundable fee per set at the following ad-
dress:

Canizaro Cawthon Davis, A Professional Association
129 South President Street
Jackson, Mississippi
Telephone No.: (601) 948-7337
Facsimile No.: (601) 948-7336
Attention: T. Steven Davis, AIA, Presi-
dent

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference 
at 10:00 a.m. on July 25, 2013 in the 
Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of 
the Main Terminal Building at JAN.  At-
tendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is 
mandatory for all those submitting bids 
for the Work.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the 
plans and specifications for the Work 
by Addendum issued before the Bid 
Deadline and delivered to all bidders 
by facsimile, mail, electronic mail or 
other reliable means; to reject any and 
all bids; to waive informalities in the bid-
ding process; and to hold and examine 
bids for up to ninety (90) days before 
awarding the Contract.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AU-
THORITY
DATE: July 3, 2013   
   D i r k 
B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

7/11/13, 7/18/13
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For Brochure!
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EXPERIENCES!
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Aug. 15-Sept. 7
Juneau-Anchorage-Valdez

DC-NYC Tour
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Niagara Falls Tour
Oct.21-28
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Williamsburg Tour
Dec. 17-21 

Williamsburg-Jamestown-
Yorktown
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Request for Proposals

The Mississippi Department of Human Services (MDHS) will accept sealed proposals until 
Friday, August 9, 2013, 5:00 p.m. Central Standard Time at 660 North Street, Suite 200, 
Jackson, MS. 39202, or by mail at P.O. Box 352, Jackson, MS 39205-0352, for administra-
tion of the Mental Health Intensive Adolescent Opportunity Program (AOP).  Requests for 
Proposals will be available for pick-up in the lobby of 660 North Street, Suite 200, Jackson, 
MS 39202, beginning on Thursday, July 11, 2013 from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. or may be ob-
tained by accessing www.mdhs.state.ms.us or through the mail.  No unsolicited proposals 
will be mailed.  To obtain an RFP through the mail, contact: James Maccarone, Director, 
Division of Youth Services, Mississippi Department of Human Services, P.O. Box 352 (750 
N. State St.) Jackson, MS 39205-0352, or call (601) 359-4972.

MDHS reserves the right to reject or negotiate any and all proposals or cancel this request 
for proposals at its discretion.  

7/11/13, 7/18/13

LEGAL

Jackson Convention Complex

SMG, manager of the Jackson Convention Complex, has issued Requests for 
Proposals (RFP’s) for the following services:
• Annual Auditing Services
• HVAC Service & Maintenance
• Audio Visual Services

For more information and instructions on how to respond to each RFP, please 
visit http://jacksonconventioncomplex.com/about/business/

7/18/13

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Jackson’s Consolidated Planning process for the U. S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) programs requires broad public participa-
tion by citizens and entities which are interested in participating in programs or pro-
viding assistance in the areas of housing, public services, services for the homeless, 
services for persons with AIDS, and other community development activities for the 
FY 2013 One Year Action Plan.

The 2013 One Year Action Plan has information on activities and funding alloca-
tions for four HUD programs, these programs are: 1) Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG); 2) Home Investment Partnership (HOME); 3) Emergency Solutions 
Grant (ESG) funds; and 4) Housing Opportunities for Persons with Aids (HOPWA).

FY 2013 One Year Action Plan
Funding Level

Total Funds for FY 2013   $3,734,242
Funding Categories
• CDBG     1,822,410
• ESG                                                                   134,981
• HOME                                                                      653,058
• HOPWA                                                                    1,123,975

Activities Funded Must
• Benefit low and moderate income persons directly or activities located 
where at least 51% of the persons living in the area have low and moder-
ate incomes.
• Eliminate slum and blight.
• Meet urgent needs.

Review the FY 2013 Plan
The FY 2013 One Year Action Plan will be available at the locations listed 
below from July 12, 2013 to August 12, 2013. 

1. OHCD – 2nd Floor-J.R. Porter Building, 218 South President Street, 
Jackson, MS
2. City Clerk’s Office –  City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, MS
3. Eudora Welty Library- 300 N. State Street, Jackson, MS
4. Fannie Lou Hamer Library – 3540 Alberrmarle Road, Jackson, MS
5. Medgar Evers Library – 4215 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, MS

All comments and recommendations will be accepted until 12 noon on 
August 12, 2013 in the Office of Housing and Community Development 
(OHCD), 2nd Floor of the J.R. Porter Building, 218 S. President Street, 
Jackson, MS. 39201.  If you have questions please contact OHCD at 601-
960-1493

7/18/13

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

RFP 2013-11 – Integrated Data Dashboard Solutions

Sealed, written formal RFP proposals for the above rfp will be received by the Board of 
Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) July 29, 2012, 
at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Confer-
ence concerning the project will be held at Jackson Public Schools Central Office, 662 
S. President Street, Jackson, MS 39201, on July 22, 2013 @ 10:00 a.m. in the Super-
intendent Conference Room.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory 
but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all 
rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal may be obtained free 
of charge by emailing Daryl Anderson at danderson@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 
960-2782, or documents may be obtained by visiting JPS website at www.jackson.k12.
ms.us, clicking on Departments, selecting Information Technology Services. 

7/11/13, 7/18/13



WARM, FUN, PROFESSIONAL Couple
Eager To Provide Your Child Love And
Happiness Forever. Expenses Paid. Ann
and Peter. Call 1-800-593-1730.
annpeter102@gmail.com or go to
www.annandpeter.info

70 +/- PROPERTY ONLINE REAL
ESTATE REO AUCTION. Homes,
Commercial, Multi-Family, Lots. Sperry
Van Ness - Commercial Real Estate
Advisors. 504-468-6800.
www.BidOnBankREO.com  D. Gilmore
MS 378/64 1F.

ESTATE AUCTIONS
Columbia Auction Company

2-4 Estate Liquidations Every Month!
For Details Or To Join Our Mailing List:

Go To www.colauc.com
or email: colauc@gmail.com

601-736-2522
Jennings Gilmore, ML#452.

AIRLINES CAREERS begin here -
Become an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FAA approved training. Financial aid if
qualified - Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

Driver Trainees Needed Now!
Become a driver for Werner
Enterprises. Earn $800 per week! Local
CDL Training. 1-800-350-7364.
Drivers - CDL-A DRIVERS NEEDED!

Solos up to 38¢/mile.
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams.
New Trucks Arriving Daily!

800-942-2104
ext. 7308 or 7307
www.TotalMS.com

Drivers - CDL-A: NOW HIRING
EXPERIENCED OTR DRIVERS! Excellent
Miles, Family Oriented Company. Up to
$5,000 Sign-On Bonus. USA TRUCK.
877-521-5775. www.GoUSATruck.com

DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
EARNING BETTER PAY IS ONE STEP
AWAY! Averitt offers  CDL-A Dedicated
and Regional Drivers Excellent Benefits
and  Hometime. CDL-A required. 888-
362-8608.  Recent Grads with a CDL-A,
1-5 weeks Paid Training. Apply online at
AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer.

NEED CLASS “A” CDL TRAINING?
Start a CAREER in trucking today!

Swift Academies offer PTDI certified
courses and offer “Best-In-Class” training.

• New Academy Classes Weekly
• No Money Down or Credit Check

• Certified Mentors Ready and Available
• Paid (While Training With Mentor)

• Regional and Dedicated Opportunities
• Great Career Path

• Excellent Benefits Package
Please Call: (866) 206-3862

SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

A u c t i o n s

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

A d o p t i o n s E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of July 14, 2013

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

July14_MCAN
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New Breakthrough Surgical Treatment Option 
Now Available for MACULAR DEGENERATION

A tiny telescope, placed 
in the eye, helps 

patients read and see 
faces.

Call to discuss 
telescope 

implants and 
non-surgical telescope 
eyeglass options with 

Dr. Fields today.

Roderick Fields, O.D.
866-771-2040

www.SouthernLowVision.com
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE
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September Will Be Hot in MS!
COOL OFF WITH US IN

Colorado Rockies,
Yellowstone &

The Tetons!Sept 3-16
$2,800 PP/DBL

All Inclusive
3 Good Meals

Daily, Good Hotels,
Ins., Admissions,

Tips!

Jesse O’Conner,
Biblical Creation Guide,
Will Join Us For 3 Days!

Mississippi’s Own Premier 
Travel Group!

• Attracting Traveler’s From 18 States
Tours Depart From Flowood, MS

• All Tours Limited To 40 Travelers
On Luxury 56 Seat Motorcoach
With Wireless Sound and WIFI!

Call For Info On This Tour!
2 Other Remaining 2013
Tours; 12 More For 2014!

Purpose Driven Tours
601-371-8733

purposedriventours.org
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Expanding Business!! Exciting Times!!
• Operations in  Memphis, TN region, and Raleigh, NC

•  Good Miles • Competitive & Consistent Pay 
•  Super  Benefits • Great Equipment 

•   Touch Free Freight • Quarterly Bonus  •  Pet Friendly
CDL-A, 2 yrs OTR experience, Clean Criminal Background, Good MVR and CSA score, 

Husband/Wife teams encouraged to apply! 
More info or to apply call Human Resources:  

800-789-8451 or 901-310-6015
www.longistics.com

LONGISTICS TRANSPORTATION
TEAM DRIVERS

$1500 SIGN-ON BONUS!!
WE NEED 10 TEAMS ASAP!
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
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Qua Cox headlines SWAC preseason honors
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - 

The Southwestern Athletic 
Conference released its 2013 
SWAC Preseason Teams with 
University of Arkansas at 
Pine Bluff quarterback, Ben 
Anderson, and Jackson State 
University defensive back, 
Qua Cox, spotlighting the 
honors.

The announcement was 
made during the 2013 SWAC 
Football Media Day.

In a vote by the league’s 
football head coaches, sports 
information directors and se-
lect members of the media, 
Anderson was named SWAC 
Preseason Offensive Player of 
the Year with Cox tabbed as 
the SWAC Preseason Defen-
sive Player of the Year.

Both student-athletes join 
49 players that total this 
year’s preseason squads. All 
10 member institutions were 
represented on this year’s 
team. 

Defending champion, 
UAPB, led the way with 11 
selections including nine 
voted to the first team. Ala-
bama State, Jackson State, 
and Prairie View A&M had 
seven picks apiece. ASU and 
PVAMU tallied three play-
ers on the first team with JSU 
posting two.

Alabama A&M and South-
ern each recorded five picks 
with SU finishing the tally 
with three players making the 
first team. Rounding out the 
selections include: Missis-
sippi Valley with four play-
ers, registering two on the top 
team; Alcorn State, Gram-
bling State and Texas South-

ern posted one player apiece 
on the second team.

Anderson finished last sea-
son on the All-SWAC First 
Team before leading the Gold-
en Lions to their first-outright 
SWAC Championship crown 
since sharing the title in 1966. 
He was named Offensive MVP 
of the 2012 Toyota SWAC 
Football Championship after 
lifting UAPB to a 24-21 over-
time win over Jackson State.

He helped the Golden Li-
ons claim a West Division 
title on their way to a 10-2 
record, the most wins in the 
program’s history. With An-
derson, UAPB captured the 
HSRN Conway Cup and the 
network’s National Champi-
onship title. The Golden Li-
ons were also named Black 
College National Champions 
by the American Sports Wire.

Anderson completed the 
season with 2,346 passing 
yards and 16 touchdowns 
finishing second in SWAC. 
He rushed for 524 yards and 
recorded five touchdowns on 
the ground. He led UAPB in 
total offense (2,870) while 
finishing second in the league 
in the category.

Anderson is joined on the 
preseason first-team offense 
with running backs Isaiah 
Crowell (Alabama State) and 
Justin Billings (Arkansas-
Pine Bluff), wide receivers 
Lee Doss (Southern) and 
LaDarius Eckwood (Arkan-
sas-Pine Bluff), tight end Dez-
mond Beverly (Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff), along with offensive 
linemen Kenny Eagle (Arkan-
sas-Pine Bluff), Damien Love 
(Alabama State), Tre Glover 

(Prairie View A&M), Dillon 
Bonnet (Prairie View A&M) 
and Edmund Davis (Alabama 
State).

Last year, Cox led the 
SWAC with five interceptions 
leading JSU (7-5) for a con-
secutive season. He helped 
the Tigers pick up five consec-
utive wins to close the regular 
season en route to winning the 
Eastern Division with an ap-

pearance in the SWAC Foot-
ball Championship. Cox led 
the JSU defensive backs with 
eight pass break-ups and 13 
passes defended.

He closed the year with 50 
tackles (36 solo) including 
five for a loss and two sacks 
on a defensive unit that led the 
league in sacks with 43. He 
was named to the All-SWAC 
First Team at the end of the 
regular season. For the pre-
season, Cox was placed on 
the watch lists for the College 
Football Performance Awards 
(CFPA) and The Sports Net-
work (TSN). He was also 
named a TSN FCS preseason 
All-American and selected to 
the network’s Buck Buchan-
an Award watch list.

Along with Cox, the pre-
season first-team defense 
includes: defensive linemen 
Robert Simpson (Mississippi 

Valley State), Damien Lee 
(Arkansas-Pine Bluff), Ted-
drick Terrell (Jackson State), 
and DeMarcus Berry (Arkan-
sas-Pine Bluff), linebackers 
Jer-Ryan Harris (Arkansas-
Pine Bluff), Jerome Harris 
(Prairie View A&M), and An-
thony Balancier (Southern) 
with defensive backs Ryan 
Shaw (Arkansas-Pine Bluff), 
Kevin Eugene (Mississippi 
Valley State) and Virgil Wil-
liams (Southern) closing out 
the ranks.

For the special teams, Wil-
liams (Southern) and Bobby 
Wenzig (Alabama State) spot-
lighted the selections. Wenzig 
topped the votes to garner the 
first-team place kicker and 
punter slots. Williams added 
to his first team defensive 
back selection receiving the 
votes for the return specialist.  

For the predicted order 

of finish in both divisions, 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff totaled 
105 points, including 14 
first-place votes, to become 
the favorite out of the West 
Division. Southern followed 
with 88 points, Prairie View 
A&M gathered 83 points, 
with Grambling State (51) and 
Texas Southern (38) closing 
the divison’s preseason rank-
ing.

In the East Division, Ala-
bama State claimed 108 points 
with 15 first-place votes. Jack-
son State received 102 points 
followed by Alabama A&M 
(60), Mississippi Valley State 
(51) and Alcorn State (40).

Preseason Offensive Player 
of the Year:

Ben Anderson (QB) - Ar-
kansas - Pine Bluff

Preseason Defensive Player 
of the Year: Qua Cox (DB) - 
Jackson State.

Jackson State Athletics Media 
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Trayvon Martin shooting and 
Zimmerman trial timeline of events

February 26, 2012 - George 
Zimmerman shoots Trayvon 
Martin, while the 17-year-old 
African American is walking 
back from a convenience store 
in Sanford, Fla. There he pur-
chased a pack of Skittles candy 
and iced tea. Martin is in San-
ford, at the Twin Lakes Retreat 
visiting with his father Tracy 
Martin.

Zimmerman, a 28-year-old 
of mixed Hispanic ethnicity, a 
neighborhood watchman, fol-
lows, enters into altercation 
with Trayvon and tells police 
he shot the teen in self-defense 
after the scuffle. According to 
911 records, the gunshot rang 
out at 7:16 p.m.; Trayvon is 
pronounced dead by police at 
7:30 p.m. Zimmerman is taken 
into custody but soon released. 
No charges are filed.

February 27, 2012 - Mar-
tin’s father, Tracy Martin, files 
a missing persons report. Of-
ficers with the Sanford Police 
Department visit Tracy Mar-
tin. He is able to identify Tray-
von’s body using a photo.

March 8, 2102 - Investi-
gators receive a fax from the 
Altamonte Family Practice 
containing the medical records 
identifying the injuries sus-
tained by Zimmerman on the 
night of the shooting: Open 
wound of scalp, without men-
tion of complication; nasal 
bones, closed fracture; assault 
by other specified means. Mar-
tin’s parents, Tracy Martin 
and Sybrina Fulton, create a 
Change.org petition calling for 
Zimmerman’s arrest.

March 9, 2012 - Attorney 
Benjamin Crump tells the Mi-
ami Herald he has filed a suit 
on behalf of Trayvon Martin’s 
parents to get public records 
in the case. Crump is best 

known for his work on the case 
of Martin Anderson, a black 
Florida teen who died after be-
ing beaten by guards at a boot-
camp style detention camp in 
2006.

March 12, 2012 - Sanford 
Police Chief Bill Lee says 
that Zimmerman has not been 
charged because there are no 
grounds to disprove his story 
of the events.

March 13, 2012 - Sanford 
Police Department’s homicide 
detective Christopher Serino 
recommends Zimmerman be 
charged with manslaughter. 
Zimmerman “failed to iden-
tify himself” as a concerned 
citizen or neighborhood watch 
member on two occasions that 
night.

Serino reports that he 
thought Zimmerman’s head 
injuries were “marginally con-
sistent with a life-threatening 
episode, as described by him, 
during which neither a deadly 
weapon nor deadly force were 
deployed by Trayvon Martin.”

March 13-15, 2012 - The 
story goes national. The Atlan-
tic, Crimesider, the Huffington 
Post, and the New York Times 
all run stories on the case. Ca-
ble news stations and morning 
news shows interview Crump 
and Martin’s parents.

A group called the New 
Black Liberation militia an-
nounces its members will 
travel to Florida to attempt a 
citizen’s arrest of Zimmerman.

March 14, 2012 - The case 
is turned over to the Florida 
State Attorney Norm Wolfin-
ger.

March 15, 2012 - In a let-
ter to the Orlando Sentinel, 
Robert Zimmerman, George 
Zimmerman’s father, writes 
that George has been unfairly 
portrayed as a racist, and that 

George is Hispanic and grew 
up in a multiracial family.

March 16, 2012 - Authori-
ties release seven 911 calls 
from the night of the shoot-
ing. In one of the 911 record-
ings, Zimmerman, against the 
advice of the 911 dispatcher, 
follows Martin. In one of the 
recordings, a voice screams 
“Help, help!” in the back-
ground, followed by the sound 
of a gunshot.

March 19, 2012 - The 
Justice Department and the 
FBI announce that they have 
launched an investigation into 
Martin’s death.

March 20, 2012 - A lawyer 
for the Martin family, Ben-
jamin Crump, holds a news 
conference, telling reporters 
that Trayvon was on the phone 
with his 16-year-old friend Ra-
chel Jeantel at the time of the 
shooting. Crump says the girl 
told him Martin said, “I think 
this dude is following me.”

The girl, who wishes to re-
main anonymous, says she 
heard someone ask Martin 
what he was doing and heard 
Martin ask why the person was 
following him, according to 
Crump. The girl then got the 
impression that there was an 

altercation in which the ear-
piece fell out of Martin’s ear 
and the phone connection went 
dead.

March 22, 2012 - A petition 
on Change.org calling for the 
arrest of Zimmerman, created 
by the parents of Trayvon Mar-
tin, surpasses 1.3 million peo-
ple. After Sanford City Coun-
cil voted “no confidence,” 
Sanford Police Chief Bill Lee 
announces he is stepping down 
“temporarily” as head of the 
department, which has been 
criticized for its handling of 
the fatal shooting.

Rallies calling for George 
Zimmerman’s arrest start tak-
ing place across the country. 
Al Sharpton and NAACP Pres-
ident Ben Jealous join Martin’s 
parents and hundreds of others 
at a rally in Sanford. In New 
York City, hundreds of peo-
ple attend a “Million Hoodie 
March,” wearing T-shirts and 
carrying signs bearing phrases 
including, “I am Trayvon Mar-
tin.”

March 23, 2012 - President 
Barack Obama comments on 
the case, saying he thinks the 
shooting should be investigat-
ed and telling reporters: “If I 
had a son, he’d look like Tray-

von.”
- Florida Gov. Rick Scott 

appoints state attorney Angela 
Corey as a special prosecutor 
to look into the case. He also 
creates a task force to look into 
the state’s “stand your ground” 
self-defense law, which has 
come under fire nationwide.

March 26, 2012 - Martin’s 
family confirms that Martin 
had been in Sanford visit-
ing his father because he was 
suspended from school after 
school officers found a plastic 
bag containing traces of mari-
juana in his backpack.

March 29, 2012 - Video is 
released showing George Zim-
merman in police custody and 
without visible injuries ap-
proximately an hour after the 
shooting is released. Later, en-
hanced video appears to show 
a mark or injury to his head.

Director Spike Lee apologiz-
es after re-tweeting the address 
of a family with a son named 
William George Zimmerman 
to his hundreds of thousands of 
followers. He later settles with 
the family.

April 3, 2012 - The FBI an-
nounces it has opened its own 
investigation into the Martin 
shooting.

April 9, 2012 - The public 
hears from George Zimmer-
man, who has been in hiding 
since soon after the shoot-
ing, for the first time when he 
launches TheRealGeorgeZim-
merman.com, which allows 
people to donate to a fund for 
his legal defense and living ex-
penses.

- Special prosecutor Angela 
Corey announces she will not 
convene a grand jury in the 
case. Prior to Corey’s appoint-
ment, the Seminole County 
State’s Attorney office has said 
it would convene a grand jury 

on April 10.
April 10, 2012 - Zimmer-

man’s attorneys, Hal Uhrig 
and Craig Sonner, announce 
they have not been in contact 
with him for two days and are 
no longer representing him. At 
a news conference, they tell re-
porters that Zimmerman set up 
his website without consulting 
them and that he attempted to 
contact the special prosecutor 
without their knowledge.

- They also say Zimmer-
man called and spoke “off the 
record” with Fox News host 
Sean Hannity, also without 
their knowledge. They reveal 
that they have never met Zim-
merman in person but that they 
believe he is still in the United 
States.

- Special prosecutor Angela 
Corey announces she will re-
lease information in the case 
within 72 hours.

April 11, 2012 - Special 
prosecutor Angela Corey an-
nounces that Zimmerman is 
being charged with second-
degree murder in the shooting 
and that he is in police custody.

June 12, 2013 - Shellie 
Zimmerman, George Zimmer-
man’s wife, was arrested for 
perjury after allegedly lying 
to a judge about the couple’s 
finances during her husband’s 
bond hearing. 

May 28, 2013 - A Florida 
judge ruled that George Zim-
merman’s defense may not 
bring up Trayvon Martin’s past 
marijuana use, school suspen-
sions or fighting at trial with-
out another ruling granting 
them permission.

June 10, 2013 - The trial 
launches with jury selection 
of 6 women – 5 white and 1 of 
mixed ethnicity.

July 13, 2013 - The not 
guilty verdict read.

Rachel Jeantel was on phone with Trayvon Martin the night he is shot

The Associated Press/CNN Report



DVD ReView:
“TempTaTion”
laTesT TyleR peRRy moRaliTy play 
conTemplaTes consequences of infiDeliTy 
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I was pleasantly surprised by 
the latest morality play from 
Tyler Perry, a melodramatic 
soap opera, which I saw in a 
theater with a crowd that was 
about 90 percent black and fe-
male. 

As far as what the sisters 
thought of the picture, all I 
needed to hear was the chorus 
of Amen’s and the robust round 
of applause during the closing 
credits. 

It’s debatable whether the 
Christian-themed cautionary 
tale’s simplistic sermonizing 
will interest a broader audi-
ence beyond that loyal demo-
graphic. But I’d guess that it 
very well might resonate with 
evangelicals in general.

Plus, there’s the presence 
of reality show sensation Kim 
Kardashian who holds her own 
here in a quite comical sup-

porting role as an opinionated 
fashionista.

Loosely based on Perry’s 
2008 stage production, “The 
Marriage Counselor,” Tempta-
tion is a flashback flick revolv-
ing around 26-year-old Judith 
(Jurnee Smollett-Bell), a naïve 
country bumpkin employed in 
Washington, D.C. by Janice 
(Vanessa Williams), a crafty 
love guru with a bad French ac-
cent but a thriving matchmak-
ing service. 

Judith’s been married for six 
long years to loyal but boring 
Brice (Lance Gross), her child-
hood sweetheart and the only 
man she’s ever slept with. He 
runs a modest pharmacy in the 
city that never seems to have 
any customers.

Nevertheless, the place’s at-
mosphere is kept pretty lively 
between comic relief coming 
courtesy of his gossipy, sticky-
fingered cashier (Renee Taylor) 

and the ominous air created by 
a new employee (Brandy) hid-
ing a big (and I mean BIG!) 
secret.

College educated Judith 
dreams of opening her own 
psychotherapy practice some-
day but presently doesn’t have 
sufficient funds to do so. That 
predicament makes her all the 
more vulnerable to Harley 
(Robbie Jones), an unscrupu-
lous, dot.com billionaire with 
money to burn and sexual con-
quests to make.

The predatory home wrecker 
zeroes in on Judith while de-
ciding whether to acquire her 
boss’ business. And before you 
can say “Mark Zuckerberg,” 
she’s got dollar signs in her 
eyes. She then decides to leave 
her husband for a life of drugs 
and debauchery with suave Mr. 
Moneybags. 

Brice offers to pay more at-
tention to his wife and to spice 

up their love life, but is it 
too late? Can this marriage 
be saved? It’s a present-day 
parable preaching to the 
choir with a Biblical warning 
about the love of money be-
ing the root of evil.

It’s the Gospel according 
to Tyler Perry! 

Rating: very good (3 
stars); PG-13 for violence, 
sexuality and drug use

Running time: 112 minutes
Distributor: Lionsgate 

Home Entertainment
DVD extras: “The Temp-

tation Ensemble” and “Pro-
fessional Fashionistas” 

To see a trailer for 
Temptation, visit: http://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=SDfTwu2CgDY

To order a copy of Temp-
tation on DVD, visit:  http://
www.amazon.com/exec/obi-
dos/ASIN/B00BEL4QFO/
ref%3dnosim/thslfofire-20

By Kam Williams
DVD Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Salad
2. Capital of Peru
3. Mined metals
4. Puffed
5. Bud
6. Adios
7. Feel
8. Field
10. O.j. pitcher
14. Kicks out
17. Band instrument
18. Toward the rear of the ship
19. Large stringed instrument
20. Lazy person
23. Women’s magazine
24. Insane
25. Horse’s gait
27. Cereal

ACROSS 
1. Pig food
5. Decline
9. Italian currency
10. Plebe
11. Prayer ending
12. Tight at the top, flaring at the 
       bottom (2 wds.)
13. Squanderer
15. Clairvoyance
16. Refugee
18. To make sour
21. Cot
22. Building foundation’s need
26. Mete
28. Obscure
29. Ankle biting insects
30. Singing voice
31. Civil wrong
32. For fear that

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Caroline Kennedy

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

This week it's important for you to keep an
open mind when judging the ideas of others.

This week an off the wall idea may come
your way that will turn out to be a real gem!

This weekend there may be an area of
work that you've been holding yourself
back from. Tackle it!

You may be very impatient, energetic,
obstinate and self-willed this week.

Even if there is no specific deadline today
for a task, you may work as if it must be
completed with lightning speed.

You love physical activity and adventure
all this week.

This is your time to shine! You have an
extra measure of confidence now.

It's about time you lifted your head from
that pile of paperwork and go out to see
what you are missing.

A new relationship may form for some,
whilst others consider calling it quits with
a longtime commitment.

You may finally feel at peace and very
good about yourself this week.

Others show appreciation for the support
you have given them, which makes you feel
that your efforts have been worthwhile!

You are particularly well-organized this
week and your domestic life is harmonious.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange
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GeT youR cuRRenT news online aT:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

Injured Mariah 
performs MLB concert 
in ‘fanciful’ arm slings

Leave it to Mariah Carey 
to custom make color-coordi-
nated slings for her dislocated 
shoulder.

The singer, who suffered 
the injury July 7 while shoot-
ing a music video, made her 
scheduled performance at Sat-
urday’s, July 13, Central Park’s 
Great Lawn in a, form-fitting 
white gown by Natalia Danilo-
va - and matching sling.

Carey had only recently left 
the hospital, but she was set to 
perform as a guest of the New 
York Philharmonic at the Major 
League Baseball All-Star Char-
ity Concert, benefiting relief ef-
forts for Hurricane Sandy.

Carey made her entrance a 
few minutes late, leaving the 
Philharmonic and its music 
director/conductor Alan Gil-
bert to cool their heels after 
performing Randy Newman’s 
suite from the 1984 baseball-
themed film The Natural. But 
the singer was gracious, noting 
what an honor it was to per-
form with the orchestra.

“I’m not in the best of health 
here,” she said, pointing to her 
“fanciful” sling: “It was us 
getting creative.” As a finish-
ing touch, she draped it in a 
white fur stole - by Gucci, no 
less. “Is this working? Do we 
like it?” she rhetorically asked 
the crowd, which roared its ap-
proval.

Carey sang two numbers 
before intermission, a husky, 
impassioned “My All” and 
“Looking In,” reports USA To-

day. She noted that the latter 
was a more obscure entry from 
her 1995 album “Daydream”: 
“This requires a bit more sta-
bility than I have right now,” 
she said, then started in her 
airier voice, later encouraging 
“people who know it” to “sing 
along.”

Ending the mini-set in equal-
ly dramatic fashion, she asked 
her fans to “Wait for me. I love 
you madly, I love you madly.”

When she returned, Carey 
was all in black, sling included. 
“I’m sorry if I was a little emo-
tional before,” she said. “I’m in 
a tiny bit of pain.”

But she rallied again, deliv-
ering her current single #Beau-
tiful. She again thanked the 
Philharmonic, and another sup-
porting musician: her longtime 
collaborator and former fellow 
“American Idol” judge Randy 
Jackson, who was playing gui-
tar.

The concert, which fans at-
tended for free - sponsors pro-
vided the funds to Sandy Relief 
- also featured a guest appear-
ance by former New York 
Yankees manager Joe Torre, 
who narrated Casey at the Bat 
accompanied by the Philhar-
monic..

Carey, a native New Yorker 
herself, wrapped the concert 
with a song she said felt appro-
priate, “Hero.”

“God bless you,” she told the 
crowd and, not to be upstaged, 
exited before a fireworks dis-
play brought the evening to a 
close.

Mariah Carey performs during 
2013 Major League Baseball All-
Star Charity Concert at Central 
Park, Great Lawn July 13, 2013 in 
New York City

eurweb.com

Actor Kyle Massey victim of 
‘classless,’ ‘censeless’ Twitter hoax

Tina Turner (73) set to marry Erwin 
Bach (57) sometime this month

Dang. Poor Kyle Massey is deal-
ing with a nasty Twitter rumor. And 
he wants it to stop … now.

The young actor (“That’s So Ra-
ven”) wants people to know, first 
and foremost, that he is NOT dying 
of cancer as the Twitter posts have 
been saying and Massey, quite nat-
urally, doesn’t appreciate the hate.

Apparently the tweets have 
reached a point where Massey, 21, 
decided it was time to come for-
ward to set the record straight.

“Overnight, it was trending on 
Twitter that I am dying of cancer. I 
want to say first, ‘I do not have can-
cer,’ and I don’t know where this 
inconsiderate and insensitive rumor 
originated from,” he told Entertain-
ment Tonight in a statement.

Massey said the false reports 
were especially hurtful because he 
knows people who actually are sick.

“Cancer is a disease that is very 
personal to me and my family,” he 
continued. “I have had two uncles 
and a very dear friend who passed 
away in the last two years from 
cancer, and my granddad cur-
rently has prostate cancer, and my 
grandmother is currently in a nurs-
ing home because of Alzheimer’s 
disease…So, making light of any 
illnesses that a person has no con-
trol over getting is not something to 
joke about or make light of.”

“My team and I are making ev-
ery attempt to find out the original 
source of this story, because it’s just 
not cool,” he noted. “This hoax is 
just plain classless, especially in 

light of the various tragedies hap-
pening this weekend and the Tray-
von Martin verdict.”

73-year-old legendary rock 
and roll singer Tina Turner will 
tie the knot again for the  first 
the time after her marriage with 
Ike Turner ended nearly four de-
cades ago.

Turner is set to marry long-
time boyfriend Erwin Bach who 
is 16 years her junior.

After Turner renounced her 
U.S. citizenship earlier this year 
and received a Swiss one, tab-
loids were buzzing over the pos-
sibility of the lovebirds tying the 
knot.

“I’m very happy in Switzer-
land and I feel at home here,” 
Turner stated about her Swizz 
citizenship.

“According to reports, Turner 

and Bach will tie the knot at their 
home on Lake Zurich July 21,” 
reported New York Post.

The couple met in 1985 when 
he was a producer for the EMI 
label. They spent time getting to 
know each other and eventually 
began a relationship a year later.

Although there is widespread 
speculation the pair will make 
things official before the end of 
the month, there are conflicting 
reports about where the nuptials 
will take place.

Besides Zurich, the French 
Riviera has been mentioned as 
a possible wedding destination. 
The couple share a villa there, 
with claims they are planning 
a lavish bash for their family 
and friends, including fashion 

designer Giorgio Armani. He is 
said to have designed the gown 
Tina will wear, with guests asked 
to dress in white for the Buddhist 
ceremony, reports Belfast Tele-
graph.

Massey

Turner and Bach

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS
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eYe  oF  RoUnD
RoaST

PeR  lb.

$299

FReSh

weSTeRn  STYle
PoRK  RibS

PeR  lb.

$189

VaRieTY  PaCK

18  PieCe
ChiCKen

PeR  lb.

$149
USDa  ChoiCe  beeF  

boneleSS
ChUCK  RoaST

PeR  lb.

$299

USDa  ChoiCe  beeF

boneleSS
ChUCK  STeaK

FaMilY  PaCK,  PeR  lb.

$329

FReSh  gRoUnD

ChUCK  
PaTTieS

PeR  lb.

$299

FReSh

boSTon  bUTT
PoRK RoaST

PeR  lb.

$159

FReSh

PoRK
STeaKS

FaMilY  PaCK,  PeR  lb.

$199

TRaY  PaCK  FRYeR  

DRUMMeTTeS
PeR  lb.

$249
PigglY  wigglY

SPRing
waTeR

24  PaCK

$299

SAVE  ON

CoKe PRoDUCTS
20  PaCK  12  oZ.  CanS

$599

PigglY  wigglY

ChUnK  lighT
TUna

5  oZ.

79¢

PigglY  wigglY  SPReaD

MaRgaRine
45  oZ. ...................................... 

$179

PigglY  wigglY  bUTTeRMilK

bUSCUiTS
5  CT. ...................................... 39¢

PigglY  wigglY  baR

CheeSe
8  oZ. ....................................... 

$179

PigglY  wigglY  aMeRiCan  CheeSe 

SingleS
12  oZ.  ..................................... 

$189

SaVe  on  CoUnTRY  DeliTe

leMonaDe
halF  gal. ................................. 

$100

PigglY  wigglY  oRange

JUiCe
halF  gal. ..................................

$169

PiCTSweeT  SeleCT  FRoZen

VegeTableS
12  oZ. ...................................... 

4/$5
FRoZen  hoT,  lean  &  CRoiSSanT

PoCKeTS
10  oZ. ..................................... 

2/$4
SaVe  on  TYSon

ChiCKen
22 - 28  oZ. ................................. 

$699

aSSoRTeD  ToPPingS 

MR.  P'S  PiZZa
5 - 6.5  oZ. ................................. 79¢

PigglY  wigglY  
iCe  CReaM
56  oZ. ...................................... 

$179

piggly wiggly

SweeT  new  CRoP
whiTe  oR  ReD

gRaPeS
PoUnD 

$139

waShingTon  gRown

ReD  DeliCioUS
aPPleS

PoUnD

$100

FReSh  eXPReSS

SalaD  MiX
12  oZ.

$100

SUPeR  SeleCT

CUCUMbeRS
eaCh

3/$1
laRge  gReen

bell  PePPeRS
eaCh

2/$1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


