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Thompson wins
Miss Mississippi
Teen crown

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

Congratulations
are in order for
Ryone Thompson,
18, of Hattiesburg,
who was crowned
National ~ Ameri-
can Miss Missis-
sippi Teen 2016
last weekend at the
state pageant.

“l still can’t be-
lieve it. It feels
like a dream,” said
Thompson,  who
has been a part of
the National Amer-
ican Miss organi-
zation for nearly

five years.
The title earns
Thompson a : -

$1,300 scholarship. Thompson

She, along with Mississippi winners in different catego-
ries, will head to Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., during
Thanksgiving week this fall to compete for national titles
and prizes worth more than $500,000.

What Thompson enjoys most about NAM is the pag-
eants don’t focus on the outside of a person. She credits
the organization for improving her communication, poise
and presentation skills as well as increasing overall confi-
dence. NAM awards $1.5 million in cash, scholarships and
prizes yearly to assist the development of young women
nationwide.

The May 2016 graduate of Oak Grove High School
is grateful for the opportunity to share her platform of
“Searching For The Green Light” across the state. Her
platform raises awareness about ADHD (attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder ), something Thompson was diag-
nosed with at age 9.

“1 know how it feels to be left behind in the classroom,”
said Thompson. However, as she shares her message with
youth and parents across Mississippi she tells children,
“You can be successful.”

Thompson’s mother, Niki Thompson, explained how
her daughter’s platform allows her to share information on
handling ADHD after diagnosis, particularly mentoring,
treatment and counseling combined.

“One of the biggest things (with having ADHD) is being
very forgetful,” Niki Thompson said. Her daughter had to
learn how to prioritize activities in her life.

The pageant life wasn’t something Ryone or her family
set out to do. After winning a school pageant years ago,
the teenager received an open call letter from NAM and
the rest is history.

She has placed and competed in several pageants. She
was chosen Miss Hattiesburg Outstanding Teen 2014-
2015, which was a pageant conducted by the Miss America
organization. She was second runner-up for the state title
that year though she won first place in interview — a feat
she credits to her dad, Roderick Thompson. He teaches at
East Marion High School in Columbia and has been an
English teacher for 15 years. He majored in speech com-
munication in college with a minor in drama.

While some contestants hire interview coaches to pre-
pare for pageants, Roderick Thompson is the one who
gets his daughter ready for what he describes as her “God-
given talent.”

He gained insight on pageant requirements from others

Pageant
Continued on page 2
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Prayer response

Mission Mississippi organizes pray-in after shootings

)

Several ministers and lay people joined Mission Mississippi’s pray-in Tuesday morning. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Churches across the state were
asked to set aside consecrated
prayer time Tuesday in the wake of
major gun violence events across
the country in recent weeks.

Mission Mississippi organized
the pray-in, in response to police
shootings and deaths of Alton Ster-
ling in Baton Rouge, La., and Phi-
lander Castile in St. Paul, Minn.,
as well as the shootings targeting
Dallas police officers where five of

them were killed during a before-
hand peaceful protest march.

The Baton Rouge and Minnesota
shootings added to a long list of
black men killed by police under
questionable circumstances in re-
cent years.

“The message of the prayers was
unity and a need to discuss frustra-
tions without violence,” said Ned-
die Winters, president of Mission
Mississippi.

For 23 years Mission Mississippi
has been working with Mississippi-

ans to bring about racial reconcili-
ation and healing around the state.

“We have a place where we can
share this love that God has given
us,” Winters said. “The prayer also
included the living out of the gos-
pel, the grace of God, of Jesus.”

Winters said they also prayed for
healing of the wounded in Dallas,
the wounded in Baton Rouge, the
wounded across the country.

He said the prayer event also
challenged believers in Christ to
make his words of love a lifestyle.

Groups hosting talk on police

From Staff Reports

Leaders across the nation
have made their voices heard in
regard to the recent killings of
Alton Sherling in Baton Rouge,
La., and Philander Castile in St.
Paul, Minn., at the hands of po-
lice officers as well as the shoot-
ings and deaths of Dallas, Texas
officers by a sniper.

On July 14, the Mississippi
State Conference NAACP and
Mt. Helm Church will host a
conversation about police bru-
tality in light of the recent trag-
edies.

The event will convene at
6 p.m. July 14, at Mt. Helm
Church, 300 Church St., in Jack-
son.

Confirmed
guest  speakers
are Jackson Po-
lice Chief Lee
Vance,  Rankin
County  Sheriff

Johnson Bryan Bailey, a
representative from Hinds Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, Rep.
Kabir Karriem and National Al-
liance for Mental Iliness Execu-
tive Director Tameka Smith.

“It is our hope that these con-
versations lead to community-
based solutions that bridge the
gap between law enforcement
and the community,” said Der-
rick Johnson, MS NAACP presi-
dent.

Counselors and spiritual lead-

ers will be in attendance to pro-
vide prayer and counseling ser-
vices for individuals who are
angry and fearful as a result of
recent incidents.

“The community is in pain and
scared. We’re afraid for our chil-
dren and we’re hurt that the jus-
tice system has failed us so many
times. We hope that this event
provides answers and healing to
the community.”

Some statements of response
from national leaders are as fol-
lows:

Melanie L. Campbell, presi-
dent and CEO of the national
coalition on black civic par-
ticipation said, “After two days
in which two black lives were

“Loving, praying, forgiving,” Win-
ters said.

Pastor C.J. Rhodes said when he
saw the video of Sterling’s shoot-
ing it seemed so up close and per-
sonal.

“It made me grieve for his fam-
ily,” said Rhodes, who participated
in Tuesday’s prayer gathering.

“It also made me think about be-
ing a black man and the father of

Prayer
Continued on page 2

brutality

taken by police and now last
night’s murder of five Dallas
police officers who were merely
doing their job protecting peace-
ful protesters, 1 am stunned and
heartbroken. This is a time that
is so hard to grasp where it will
end up for black people and the
nation as a whole.

“The National Coalition of
Black Civic Participation joins
the nation in praying for the po-
lice officers’ families who were
gunned down so senselessly as
well as the victims who are in
hospital fighting for their lives.
It is our hope that this nation find
strength in prayer and in unity.”

Conversation
Continued on page 3

Missionary Baptist State Convention set for next week in Jackson

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The General Missionary Bap-
tist State Convention of Mis-
sissippi, Inc. will host its An-
nual Session July 18-22, at the
Downtown Marriott Hotel in
Jackson.

Baptist churches from across
the state will convene to learn,
fellowship and take care of con-

vention business during this
time.

Events will take place at
Thalia Mara Hall and the Jack-
son Convention Complex.

Activities include the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary Fashion Share at
1 p.m. July 18, at Cade Chapel
M.B. Church. Tickets are $30
per person. Transportation will

be provided from the Marriott
to Cade Chapel M.B. Church.
The welcome program and
musical are set for 6 p.m. July
18, at Thalia Mara Hall. Nation-
al gospel recording artist Kathy
Taylor will perform along with
the 300-member youth choir
and the State Baptist adult choir.
A special legislative update

will take place July 19.

The Rev. Donaldson Jones
of Alabama will be the guest
speaker for the annual J. H.
Jackson and David Matthews
Night July 20.

The Young Peoples Division
will host national gospel record-
ing artists JeKalyn Carr and
Alexis Spight for a concert at 7

p.m. July 20.

The Rev. Isiac Jackson, state
president, will give his annual
address July 22.

Lots of vendors will be pres-
ent throughout the week.

AIDS Healthcare Foundation
will conduct free HIV tests dur-
ing the convention.

Attendees will hear from rep-

resentatives from the NAACP,
AARP and Coalition for A Pros-
perous Mississippi.

Christian education and Red
Cross classes, seminars and
auxiliary meetings will also be
held.

For more information, call
(601) 955-1132 or visit www.
gmbsc.org.

Bill authorizes
study to add
Medgar Evers’
home to National
Park System
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Canton Public
Schools making
plansto
increase student

achievement
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Jackson State’s
Michael Tinsley
headed to second
straight Olympics
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
The word is what you crave.
It’s where you find your com-
fort, strength, the peace you need
to get through the day. Reading it
is like hearing God’s voice; study-
ing it is feeling His power, and in
the new book “We Are Charles-
ton” by Herb Frazier, Bernard
Edward Powers Jr, Ph.D and
Marjory Wentworth, knowing it
could mean offering forgiveness.
There are, say the authors, two
Charlestons in South Carolina.
Tourists see lovely horse-
drawn carriages, fine dining and
historic homes but there’s a flip-
side Charleston, too: it’s where
slavery began, where Jim Crow
laws once ruled and where rac-

I, W

ism is still an issue. That’s where
Mother Emanuel AME Church
has stood for generations, wel-
coming people of faith.

Wednesdays are Bible study
nights at Mother Emanuel, al-
though on June 17, 2015, that was
pushed back a bit for a business
meeting. By 8 o’clock, however,
“a dozen of the most devout pa-
rishioners” were ready for the
word of God.

Exactly 16 minutes later, “a
skinny young white man” entered
the door and joined the group, sit-
ting next to the church’s pastor;
the young man was a stranger
there, but they welcomed him
just the same. And after prayerful
fellowship and Bible study, “as
eyes were closed and heads were

bowed” for a final benediction, he
took out a gun and started shoot-
ing.

But why did Dylann Roof
scream racial sentiments, reload
his gun five times, and kill nine
strangers in a house of God? The
answer, say the authors, lies in
the past, aboard slave ships, on
wharfs where people were once
sold, and on a flag. It goes back
some 200 years, to another time
when that church was a “target of
hate.” And yes, it lies in the story
of a “young man who purchased
a weapon to kill human beings.”

But surprisingly, what resulted
from that night more than a year
ago wasn’t just a history lesson. It
wasn’t merely grief, either. What
happened in the days after that

Film Review

New film set in 1884 retells
legendary story of Tarzan

,,.-,-1

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Tarzan became a sensation
soon after his initial introduction
to the world via pulp magazines
published in 1912. Created by
Edgar Rice Burroughs, the char-
acter proved to be such an endur-
ing cultural icon that he would
become the subject of a series
of best-selling novels, 200-plus
movies and a long line of con-
sumer products.

According to the lore spun
by Burroughs, Tarzan, aka John
Clayton, was the son of a couple
of British aristocrats who per-
ished in Africa while the boy
was still an infant. The baby was
subsequently raised by apes in
the wild where he became so in
tune with nature that he learned
to speak the language of all the
beasts residing there.

Moreover, as the legendary
“Lord of the Jungle,” he not only
exercised dominion over the ani-

Cryptogram ST

mal kingdom but over cannibal-
istic tribes eager to rape white
women and to boil missionaries
in a big pot. Such insensitive
portrayals of Africans as evil and
uncivilized eventually became
controversial in more enlight-
ened times. And after decades of
uncritical appeal, Tarzan finally
witnessed a sharp decline in pop-
ularity.

Now, for the first time this mil-
lennium, he’s been brought back
to the big screen. Directed by
David Yates (Harry Potter 5, 6,
7 and 8), The Legend of Tarzan
features a more politically cor-
rect version of the controversial
character.

Set in 1884, the film stars Al-
exander Skarsgard in the title role
as well as Samuel L. Jackson as
his sophisticated sidekick, Dr.
George Washington Williams.
The American doctor was osten-
sibly shoehorned into the story to
offset the relatively primitive im-

Samuel Jackson (left) and Alexander Skarsgard star in “The Legend of Tarzan.”

age of the indigenous black folks.

At the point of departure, we
find Tarzan and wife Jane (Mar-
got Robbie) living in the lap of
luxury in London as Lord and
Lady Greystoke. It’s apparently
been ages since Tarzan has even
set foot on the dark continent.

He leaps at the chance to re-
turn to the Congo, when invited
by Parliament to serve as a trade
emissary. What Tarzan doesn’t
know is that he is merely a pawn
in a plot masterminded by Leon
Rom (Christoph Waltz), a dia-
bolical villain dealing in blood
diamonds.

Upon arriving, it doesn’t take
long for Tarzan to revert from a
proper gent to a feral vine swing-
er who can summon a thunder-
ing herd of elephants with that
distinctive yell. Aaaaaaaargh...
Aaaaaaaaarghaaaah...
Aaaaaaaaaaaargh!

Kam Williams can be reached
at kam_williams@hotmail.com.
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night was forgiveness, over and
over and over...

There is, of course, more to this
story than just what happened in
June 2015 in South Carolina —
and that’s where | struggled with
“We Are Charleston.” There’s
too much inside this book, and it
veers too much off-course.

I see where the authors are try-
ing to take readers: the book’s
open and ending are about the

vﬁrﬁﬁ Hours: MONDAY - FRIDAY /1

shooting and aftermath, while the
middle part consists of African-
American history and that of the
AME church, with an attempt to
tie them together. These subjects
are very interesting, but the tie
here is too broad and too deep;
I’d have been happier with two
different books.

And yet, it’s easy to brush aside
book-gripes when presented with
a powerful message like the one

you’ll see; specifically, one of
forgiveness, strength and for-
ward-movement. That alone left
me satisfied after all.

And so, cautiously, with ca-
veats, | say read this book. Skim
some parts if you must, but savor
its end: “We Are Charleston”
could be the words to remember.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.
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Martin’s Soul Food
cooks up family tradition

By Avis Thomas-Lester
Urban News Service

It took Timothy Martin just
eight years to go from gas-sta-
tion chef to soul-food restaurant
mogul.

Growing up in Norfolk, Va.,
Martin and his 10 siblings ea-
gerly anticipated the dinners
their father, Ernest, prepared.
“He’d work eight hours a day,
come home and by 4:35 p.m.,
he was cooking,” Martin said,
recalling platters of savory
meatloaf, crispy fish and juicy
pork chops.

As a teenager, Timothy court-
ed his girlfriend, Ernestine,
now his wife of 26 years, sit-
ting in the kitchen as she fried
chicken for her family. Later,
as a husband and father of two
sons, Martin became the cook.

He earned high praise from
his colleagues at Dominion
Chrysler Plymouth — where he
was named top salesman for 12
of his 17 years on staff — when
he shared with them leftovers
of his family meals.

“l used recipes from my fa-
ther, who makes the best fried
chicken you ever tasted,” he
said. “My macaroni and cheese
came from my mother. There
are only two days a year when
she cooks — on Thanksgiving
and Christmas — and she only
makes one thing: macaroni and
cheese.”

Martin entered the restau-
rant game in 2008 in Virginia
Beach when he and his brother,
Delano, opened Martin’s Kitch-
en. When they parted ways
two years later over “different
visions,” Martin reached an
agreement with a BP gas sta-
tion/convenience store to lease
their small kitchen for $1,600
per month.

“People would come in to
pay for their gas and smell that
chicken frying and those pork
chops and come right on over,”
Martin said, laughing. “I sold
a main dish and two sides for
$6.95 or $7.95. That’s about the
same price as now.”

These days, the entrepreneur-

S Meod

The grand opening of a Martin’s Soul Food restaurant was recently

held in Virginia

chef draws crowds to three
Martin’s Soul Food restaurants
in the Hampton Roads area:
his flagship, on Northamp-
ton Blvd., Virginia Beach; his
headquarters restaurant on Vir-
ginia Beach Blvd. in Norfolk;
and a store on Bainbridge Blvd.
in Chesapeake. A franchise eat-
ery bearing his name is located
in Gloucester. He is opening a
new restaurant in Norfolk next
month and another next sum-
mer.

Martin’s three restaurants
serve an average of 550 meals
per day on weekdays and 850
on weekends. He employs 18
people. His business grew ex-
ponentially several years ago
after his first restaurant was
featured in The Virginian-Pilot
newspaper. “Business just ex-
ploded,” he said.

His partner in the three res-
taurants he owns is Cynthia
Terry, a former customer and
supermarket training specialist
who manages the Northampton
restaurant.

Terry began patronizing Mar-
tin’s Kitchen because of the
chitterlings. “They’re so good
you don’t even want to use hot
sauce!” And the customer ser-

vice.

The Martin brothers would
talk and joke with her son,
Courtney, now 15, then pain-
fully shy. “They would really
draw him out,” Terry said. “It
was so nice that they would
take time like that with a cus-
tomer.”

Martin endured two bumps
in the road on his rise. One was
the zoning-related closure of a
Portsmouth nightclub, where
he ran an eatery in the 1980s.
The second was the stroke he
suffered in October 2014 while
putting away groceries in one
of his restaurants.

“Two days later, | was back
testifying about it,” Martin
said. He works six days a week.

Martin credits his work ethic
to Ernest Martin, now 83, who
operated a forklift for 48 years
and never missed a day; and his
business savvy to his mother,
Orla, 79, once a retail-sales star.

His father also served as
founding pastor at the non-
denominational Full Gospel
Church of Deliverance in Nor-
folk for 50 years. When he re-
tired in 2013, Martin became
the pastor.

Al Smith, the former own-

Timothy Martin doing what he does best
— cooking delicious food for customers.

er of the Chrysler dealership
where Martin worked, recently
reunited with his former sales-
man while visiting Hampton
Roads from Arizona, where he
now lives. Smith said he was
“delighted” to see the success
that Martin has achieved.

“I'm not surprised that he
opened a restaurant,” said
Smith, remembering Martin’s
cooking.

Martin said he feels blessed
that his business is thriving.

“A reporter called and said
July 6 is National Fried Chicken
Day and they wanted to feature
us,” he said. “I’m honored.”

Martin said he next wants
to advocate for black business
and share his knowledge with
aspiring entrepreneurs. And he
wants to spread the message
that African Americans should
support black businesses.

“If every black person would
support one black business
each week, we could really im-
pact the economies of our com-
munities,” he said. “We could
employ more people, and that
would help our children and
families. Our communities and
this whole nation would be dif-
ferent.”

Muslim girls making
change spread
messages through poetry

In this July 7 photo Kirin Wagqar (from left), Lena Ginawi and Hawa
Adam, members of Muslim Girls Making Change, pose for a photo
in South Burlington, Vt. They are among four teens who will par-
ticipate in an international youth poetry competition this week in

Washington. AP PHOTO/LISA RATHKE

By Lisa Rathke
Associated Press

SOUTH BURLINGTON,
Vt. — Four girls from Vermont
are using their voices and pow-
erful performance poetry to get
their message out about being
Muslim in America, stereo-
types and other issues near to
them.

Five months after forming
their slam poetry group, Mus-
lim Girls Making Change is
competing this week in the
Brave New \oices international
youth poetry slam competition
in Washington, D.C.

“We write poems about
things that we can’t keep in-
side of us anymore, things that
we care so much about,” said
Kirin Wagar, 16, of South Bur-
lington, whose parents are from
Pakistan.

With titles like “Ameri-
can Dream,” “’Welcome” and
“Chameleon” the girls ad-

dress their parents’ expecta-
tions coming to this country,
the Syrian refugees and their
own challenges balancing their
American identity with where
their family is from.

Like in the poem “Chame-
leon”:

“We will never be white only
pretend to be. We hide behind
big mirrors and lies unsure
of who we really are. African
American or the other way
around? Pakistani first, Ameri-
can?,” they say. “Tears roll off
our face. The droplets form a
perfectly curved rainbow. Red,
orange, yellow, green, blue,
purple, which one am 1?” they
say voices rising. “Which one
are we. Maybe we’re a mix.

Maybe we are many. A combi-
nation of colors ... Maybe we
are one.”

Through the poetry, 15-year-
old Lena Ginawi, whose father
is from Egypt and mother is
from Yemen, wants people to
know that “whenever you hear
the word terrorism | don’t want
the first thing you think about is
Islam, because Islam to me is a
religion of peace. Anything that
these terrorists do has nothing
to do with Islam,” she said.

The group won a tryout in
Vermont to compete in the
Brave New \oices festival.

They not only have a power-
ful message and stage presence,
but they are willing to discuss
the issues they talk about in
their poetry, answer ques-
tions and use that as platform
for good and creating change,
said Sarah Gliech of the Young
Writers Project, which helped
raise funds for the group’s trip
to Washington.

In middle school, Wagar said
she tried to assimilate wearing
American clothing.

Then at 15, she decided her
religion was more important
and started wearing a hijab.

Her attire eventually prompt-
ed questions and started con-
versations, “which was really,
really amazing,” she said.

“We’d talk about common
stereotypes and like Muslim
countries and culture versus re-
ligion, almost anything; it was
wide-range,” she said.

She says she still gets stares
sometimes when she’s out in
public and sometimes feels
afraid if someone gives her a
weird look.

-

Fi

M5 e-Center &
Second Floor

L, RS
“What IF”.

Women's Health and
Empowerment Conference

Jackson State University,

>

-
(TFaLL

T ek ) ')
prpllplel

Ararher famirGarherdna LLG

Ay

rrofect Manager

S FLor

2 SR T
oL e —— 4. =
J [T A =
_‘: YRR NI e

wrvnveatiletiota mhepa

]

e

- -

I_;\...:‘i

2

i: ST

ﬂ

"~ THURSDRY IS

BURGER nIEHTi'
I:"BF{IJH[I STREET'

Ly e
-

A DIFFERENT GOURMIET BURGER O
A HOUSE-MADE BUN EUERY LLJEEK.




20 « THE MISSISSIPPI LINK JULY 14 - 20, 2016

July 13-19,2016

piggly wiggly

110 East Academy 225 Meadowbrook Rd. 1574 West Government Blvd.

CANTON, MS JACKSON, MS BRANDON, MS
1150 East Peace St. 2875 McDowell Rd. Crossgates Shopping
CANTON, MS JACKSON, MS Village
STORE HOURS: STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday/7am.-9pm.  Monday - Saturday /7 a.m.-9 p.m. Down Home, Down The Street™
Sunday 8am.-8 p.m. Sunday 8am.-8 p.m.
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e SNOP Our Low Prices

T-BONE BONELESS FRESH FRYER
STEAK PORK LOIN DRUMMETTES

PER LB. PER LB. FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

$999 $1 75 $250

USDA CHOICE BEEF USDA CHOICE BEEF FAMILY PACK FRESH

BONELESS BONELESS SIRLOIN DAIRY & FROZEN
(HUCKROAST = CHUCK STEAK PORK CHOPS DEPARTMENTS

350 /| 35 ) sl g

PIGGLY WIGGLY

BONELESS | BONELESS SLICED 1|BISCUITS .4 00
PORKCHOPS =~ BREAST BACON 1 o 5]

PER LB. 1 PER LB. 1 12 0Z. PKG.

50 )| 3w | 25 JiGs o

CHUNK / SHREDDED 8 OZ. PKG. uvsssses
GREAT SAVINGS ON! , SAVE ON , MARTHA WHITE

MCKENZIES | (COCACOLA | MEALOR ||
CHUB CORN ‘l PRODUCTS | FLOURS lggyn (REAM 7 00

79¢ 3/512 J\ /55 /e e 6399
FRESH PRODUCE ::::NF:::( §
RED OR WHITE WASHINGTON GROWN RED DELICIOUS SELE(T
SEEDLESS GRAPES APPLES VEGEABLES 570

zoo 1 $1 00
PIGGLY WIGGLY
| - - EIEQIT 2/$5

 LARGEREDRPE

' Pu\iwﬁéfﬁﬁs , BROCCOLI | Towwroes ||

MARY B'S
BISCUITS 2/$5

24-35 0L

$750

$750 ~75¢




