
Jackson Mayor Tony Yar-
ber joined Police Chief Larry 
Horton and Hinds County 
Sheriff Tyrone Lewis Tues-

day, July 8, 2014, to reveal 
the results of a joint initiative 
to combat crime in the city.

An operation in a targeted 
area of the city on July 3 and 
July 7 yielded seven arrests 

and the confiscation of sev-
eral handguns and assault ri-
fles, 14 pounds of marijuana 

They played with each oth-
er. They played against each 
other. Together they ruled the 
basketball courts at Jackson’s 
three black high schools in 
the segregated 1950s and 
’60s. Some haven’t seen each 
other since those glory days. 

Some went on to play col-
lege basketball, others to 
be high school and college 
coaches, others to the pros. 
Many have imprinted marks 
of service to the city.

The “Legends of Basket-
ball” of that era, players from 
Brinkley, Jim Hill and La-
nier high schools, reunited 
Wednesday, July 2, at The 
Room on Woodrow Wilson 

Dr. 
And as with any reunion, 

memories were recalled, sto-
ries swapped and updates on 
life after high school relayed 
among the men, mostly retir-
ees. There were gray hair and 
a few extra pounds, but these 
men still wore the swagger of 
champions.

Paul Hemphill (Lanier 
’62), who along with Arthur 
Brown (Lanier, ’65) orga-
nized the event, said it was 
wonderful to see the men, 
some of whom he hasn’t seen 
since 1963. He also said how 
much he admired many of 
them back then. “Of course, I 
wouldn’t tell them that then, 
but I can say it now,” Hemp-
hill said with a grin.

“Even though we were op-
ponents, we were friends off 
the court. We would go to 
their games and cheer them 
on and they would come 
to ours,” added Hemphill, 
who now lives in Hollandale 
Beach, Fla., and retired as di-
rector of residential life from 
the Columbus, Ohio, Depart-
ment of Youth Services.

Others echoed Hemphill’s 
sentiments. Almost to a man, 
they spoke of “idolizing” 
their teammates and oppo-
nents. Perhaps because that’s 
who they saw play. During 
that time, they didn’t com-
pete against white schools in 

Legendary players Marshall Evans, Willie Watts and Arvesta Kelly went on to play college ball together 
at Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Mo.

Mayor Tony Yarber announces a collaborative crime-fighting operation for the city with (from left) 
Jackson Police Chief Lindsey Horton, Chief Administrative Officer Marshand Crisler and Hinds County 
Sheriff Tyrone Lewis. 
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Jackie Hampton, 
Publisher of The Mis-
sissippi Link news-
paper in Jackson 
presented a $1,000 
journalism scholar-
ships to Kelsy L. 
Alston June 26, 2014 
on  behalf of  the 
National Newspaper 
Publishers Associa-
tion (NNPA) Foun-
dation in Portland, 
Oregon during the 
NNPA Annual Con-
vention held June 
25-June-28. 

Hampton is the 
NNPAF Scholarship 
chairperson.

Alston, an upcom-
ing senior at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, 
received her scholarship award 
at the NNPA Foundation Mer-
it Awards dinner held at the 
Nines Hotel in Portland.

This is the 4th year the 
NNPA foundation has awarded 
journalism scholarships to de-
serving students throughout 
the nation. The foundation has 
awarded a total of 116 journal-

ism scholarships in the past 
three years. 

The majority of the schol-
arships have been awarded to 
students attending Historically 
Black Colleges and Universi-
ties throughout the nation.

Also during the Merit 
Awards dinner, 52 trophies 
and cash awards were given 
to newspaper publishers for 

excellence in various areas of 
publication. 

The top award was received 
by Rosetta Miller Perry, pub-
lisher of The Tennessee Tri-
bune, Nashville, Tenn. Perry 
was awarded “Publisher of the 
Year.” This is one of the most 

Ron Busby, NNPA Foundation; Bernie Foster, publisher; Kelsey Alston, University 
of Oregon and NNPAF journalism scholarship recipient; and Jackie Hampton, pub-
lisher and scholarship selection chair

NNPA Publisher of the Year Rosetta Miller Perry

XXXX
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Photo of the Week
20th Annual Essence Festival attracts 

record breaking 550,000

Attendees came from around the world to New Orleans, Louisiana, to the Fourth of July 2014 weekend Essence 
Festival showcasing 80 artists and 150 speakers.  PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

See more photos on page 4
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PORTLAND, OREGON - 
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., a global 
business leader, educator, and 
longtime civil rights activist, was 
elected interim president and 
CEO of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association (NNPA) at 
the group’s annual meeting June 
25, 2014.

Chavis is president of Educa-
tion Online Services Corporation 
(EOServe Corp.), the premier 
provider of online higher educa-
tion for Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities (HBCUs). 

He is also president, CEO and 
co-founder with Russell Simmons 
of the Hip-Hop Summit Action 
Network (HSAN), the world’s 
largest coalition of hip-hop artists 
and recording industry executives. 

He serves on numerous boards, 
including the National Asso-
ciation for Equal Opportunity 
in Higher Education (NAFEO). 
He is a former president of the 
NAACP (1993-1994), and in 
1995 served as director and chief 
organizer of the Million Man 
March.

Chavis was the leader of the 
Wilmington Ten, a wrongly con-
victed group of activists who were 
recently pardoned by North Caro-
lina Gov. Bev Perdue. He writes a 
weekly syndicated column for the 
NNPA News Service.

“We are pleased that Ben 
Chavis, a longtime supporter of 
NNPA, will be able to use his 
skills and his numerous domes-
tic and international contacts to 
strengthen NNPA - the Black 
Press of America,” said NNPA 
Chairman Cloves Campbell, who 
made the announcement. 

“Dr. Chavis has the talent, 
contacts and energy to make an 
immediate impact on our organi-
zation, which represents approxi-
mately 200 African American 
newspapers in the U.S.” 

Upon his election to this new 
post, Chavis said, “I am honored 
to have the opportunity to serve, 
promote and secure the interests 

of the National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association. 

“As the uncensored, objective, 
unflinching media voice of Black 
America, NNPA newspapers, 
the NNPA News Service and the 
companion site, BlackPressUSA.
com, represent one of the most 
important newsgathering and 
news analysis operations in the 
world.” 

Chavis continued, “I am eager 
to deliver trusted, sustainable and 
innovative relationships for the 
NNPA with advertisers, partners, 
sponsors, and supporters. More 
than ever before, the leadership 
and readership of NNPA news-
papers and BlackPressUSA are 
important to the future of America 
and the global community.”

A native of Oxford, N.C., Cha-
vis received his Bachelor of Arts 
in chemistry from the University 
of North Carolina; his Master of 
Divinity from Duke University 
(magna cum laude) and a Doctor 
of Ministry from Howard Univer-
sity.

An ordained minister in the 
United Church of Christ, Dr. Cha-
vis began his career in 1963 as a 
North Carolina statewide youth 
coordinator for Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., and the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC).

In 1970, Chavis was appointed 
Southern Regional Program Di-
rector of the 1.7 million-member 
United Church of Christ Com-
mission for Racial Justice (UCC-
CRJ) CEO of the UCC-CRJ.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. named 
NNPA interim president and CEO
NNPA

Chavis



games but he knew she was 
proud. “When neighbors or 
friends would say they saw 
me in the newspaper, she had 
a smile on her face. I knew 
she was proud,” he said.

City Council President De-
Keither Stamps applauded 
the athletes. “This represents 
Jackson’s greatest generation. 
They were bonded together in 

an incubator,” Stamps said. 
“Segregation created an un-
matched talent pool this city 
hasn’t seen since.”

“Beyond athletics these 
men went on to become pil-
lars of the community to help 
build Jackson. Now it’s time 
for the next generations,” 
Stamps said.

Hemphill said during those 

heady days, he thought he was 
invincible. “I used to wear 
a Superman medallion,” he 
said. But age and having suf-
fered kidney failure in 2005 
made him see thing different-
ly. “I don’t wear the medallion 
anymore.”

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.
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prestigious honors, given as 
a result of a majority vote by 
members of NNPA. 

Perry accepted the award and 

thanked several publishers that 
have supported her throughout 
the years. 

The NNPA and its founda-

tion sponsors and partners 
were Chrysler, Ford, Pepsi, 
Miller Coors, GM, Nielsen, 
Wells Fargo, and Macy’s. 

the city.
Federal Judge Henry Wing-

ate, who played guard for 
Brinkley in 1965, said there 
were about 40 starting players 
in all the city’s high schools. 
“Imagine the talent we had at 
those three (black) schools,” 
Windgate said.

Cornell Warner (Lanier ’63) 
and Arvesta Kelly (Lanier ’63, 
also known for the 440 dash 
in track) went on the play pro-
fessionally.

Warner played at Jackson 
State University, then with the 
Milwaukee Bucks, L.A. Lak-
ers and Buffalo Braves (now 
the Clippers). “It’s a chance 
to see guys I idolized as a kid. 
It’s a treat for me to see them,” 
said Warner, who lives in San 
Diego, Calif. He said he re-
turns to Jackson from time to 
time to see a sister who still 
lives here.

Kelly played with the 
American Basketball League 
for the Pittsburgh Pipers, not 
the Indiana Pacers. He also 
played two years in Munich, 
Germany.

Three players - Kelly, Wil-
lie Watts (Lanier, ’64) and 
Marshall Evans (Jim Hill, 
’64) - went on to play together 
at Lincoln University in Jef-
ferson City, Mo.

Evans, now of Atlanta, said 
he was drafted by the Houston 
Rockets but chose the busi-
ness field instead. He retired 
after 31 years with IBM. One 

of his achieve-
ments, he said, 
was selling a 
m u l t i m i l l i o n 
computer sys-
tem to Jitney 
Jungle grocery 
stores. 

“That was the 
highlight of my 
mother’s life, 
because she 
used to shop at 
the Jitney Jun-
gle in Jackson,” 
he said with a 
huge laugh.

And Evans 
noted, even 
with age, “My 
3-point shot 
is better than 
ever.”

Others stayed 
in Jackson and 
the state. 

James “Dead-
eye” Coleman 
(Lanier ’58) coached eight 
championship teams at La-
nier and was athletic director 
at Tougaloo Colleges. Fred 
Casher (Jim Hill, ’64) coached 
at Calloway High School. Bo 
Brown (Brinkley ’63) had a 
long career in radio.

After graduating Lanier in 
’67, Billie Hudson became the 
first black basketball player at 
Millsaps College (70-73) after 
first attending Coahoma Jr. 
College. Hudson still holds 
the single-game scoring re-

cord at Millsaps - “44 points, 
Feb. 1971, against Mississippi 
College,” he said.

Hudson remembers a posi-
tive experience at Millsaps 
during turbulent times in Mis-
sissippi. “It was scary because 
they had just integrated,” he 
said. While opposing teams 
were at times hostile toward 
him, Hudson said at Millsaps, 
“I never experienced any prej-
udice. They never showed me 
anything but love.”

Hudson said his mother 
never attended his Millsaps 

Female publishers of the NNPA with former mayor of San Francisco Willie Brown, Legacy Awardee

Cloves Campbell, publisher and NNPA chairman; Steve Canal, Miller Coors – Merit Awards sponsor; Pluria 
Marshall, publisher and member NNPA Foundation; Rosetta Miller Perry, NNPA Publisher of the Year; Mary 
Denson, publisher and NNPA Foundation chairman; and Dr. Ben Chavis, newly selected president of NNPA.

Jim Hill High School: Front, Clarence Hopkins ’65; second row, Fred Casher ’64, Edgar Watson ’62, Leland 
Redmond ’62, James Watt ’67, Quint White ’57; back row, Billy Campbell ’60, Bob Firth ’59, Marshall Evans 
’64, Ron Latimore ’66, Alponso Denton ’64. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Arthur Brown, Brinkley ’65, an organizer of the 
reunion addresses the gathering.

Brinkley High School: Front, J.C. Brown ’67; second row, Arthur Brown ’65, Frankie Griffin ’62, Ray Lacey ’68, 
Bo Brown ’63, James Johnson ’67; back row, Bobby Smith ’66, Charles Dillon (asst. coach) ’67-70, Willie Reed 
’68, Ollie Smith ‘68, Monroe Perkins ’68, William Barnes ’62, Henry Wingate ’65.

Lanier High School: Front, Paul Hemphill ’62, Arthur Brown ’65, Joseph Braden ’62, Wayne Wall ’68, Willie 
Brown ’59, Billie Brown ’68, Billie Hudson ’67, Larry Hayes ’67; back row, James “Deadeye” Coleman ’58, 
Roscoe Williams ’59, Arvesta Kelly ’63, Willie Watts ’64, Cornell Warner ’66.
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PORTLAND, Oregon - 
Former San Francisco mayor 
and Democratic powerbroker 
Willie Brown received the 
National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA) 
prestigious Legacy Award 
for his distinguished public 
service during its annual con-
ference, June 25-28, 2014.

After recounting his days 
as a paperboy for the Bay 
area’ s Sun-Reporter,  Brown 
said, “Your role in the Afri-
can American community is 
unparalleled.”

He said today, as in the 
past, black readers rely on the 
Black Press more than white-
owned publications. He said 
discussions in local barber 
and beauty shops center on 
what was published in that 
week’s black newspapers.

“They don’t read the other 
papers first - they don’t be-
lieve them,” said Brown, who 
served 15 years as speaker of 
the California Assembly be-
fore serving as mayor. “You 
represent the source of in-
spiration, the sense of accu-
racy.”

Even though he is out of 
office, Brown is helping 
avert a transit strike in San 
Francisco and returned there 
shortly after accepting the 
award.

“Mayor Willie Brown’s 
name is synonymous with ex-
cellence,” NNPA Chairman 
Cloves Campbell, publisher 
of the Arizona Informant, 
said prior to the ceremony. 
“He spent three decades 
in the California State As-

sembly - half of that time as 
speaker - forging coalitions 
and working tirelessly on be-
half of blacks and other dis-
advantaged groups.”

Born in the small East Tex-
as town of Mineola in 1934 
during the Jim Crow era, 
Brown moved to California 
at the age of 17 to live with 
an uncle. He worked his way 
through San Francisco State 
University, graduating with a 
degree in liberal studies and 
earned a law degree from the 
University of California. 

Along the way, he held a 
variety of jobs, including 
working as a janitor and as a 
doorman to pay for his edu-
cation.

He was elected to the Cali-
fornia Assembly in 1964 and 
rose to speaker in 1980, a 
position he maintained un-
til 1995. No speaker served 
as long before Brown and 
thanks to a 1990 term limita-
tions law, none are likely to 
serve as long in the future. In 
1996, Brown won the first of 
two terms as mayor of San 
Francisco.

Brown was one of the most 
powerful speakers in the his-
tory of California, nicknam-
ing himself the “Ayatollah 
of the Assembly.” But even 
the “Ayatolla” was not invin-
cible. 

While a state lawmaker, 
he was diagnosed with reti-
nitis pigmentosa, a heredity 
disease characterized by a 
gradual loss of peripheral vi-
sion, sometimes resulting in 
blindness.

He has not let the disease 

limit his activities, working 
as a radio host and making 
several cameo movie appear-
ances. His reputation has ex-
tended far beyond California. 

He was as well-known for 
his flamboyant style of dress 
as for his political clout. 
Some days he would change 
clothes three or four times. 
Many of his tailored suits 
were made in Europe and 
he capped off his fastidious 
dress with hats. 

He was a target of several 
FBI stings, none of them suc-
cessful.

Black newspaper 
publishers present former 
San Francisco mayor Willie 
Brown Legacy Award 
NNPA

Brown

Sun-Reporter publisher Amelia 
Ashley-Ward shares a laugh 
with Brown as NNPA Chairman 
Cloves Campbell looks on. 
PHOTOS BY WORSOM ROBINSON
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as well as crystal meth and ec-
stasy, and more than $12,000 
in cash.

The broader message at a 
news conference at the sher-
iff’s department, however, 
was that the arrests were part 
of on ongoing collaboration 
between the city and county. 
Authorities have identified an 
area of the city where violent 
crimes are most prevalent and 
are increasing resources in 
that area. Units from the po-
lice and sheriff’s departments 
are working together on the 
operation. 

“This is not a typical opera-
tion,” Sheriff Tyrone Lewis 
said. This is long term in a 
targeted area.” He said some 
officers were handpicked for 
the project which has six of-
ficers on each shift from both 
departments.

Yarber said he is making 
good on a promise to work 
across traditional boundaries 
for the betterment of Jackson. 
“No longer will we be fight-
ing crime in silos,” Yarber 
said.

Like the BRAVE project, 
Jackson authorities, with the 
help of Jackson State Univer-
sity researchers, have mapped 
an area bounded by Ellis Av-
enue, I-20, West Capitol and 

I-220, where more than 100 
violent crimes have occurred 
this year. The area has been 
plagued by crime for years, 
said Deputy Chief Chris Pi-
cou of the sheriff’s depart-
ment. 

The crimes being mapped 
are homicide, aggravated as-
sault, armed robbery and car-
jacking. Blue pins indicating 
aggravated assaults and green 
pins indicating armed robber-
ies were heavily concentrated 
on a map Picou displayed of 
the targeted area.

He said the idea is to keep 
a strong presence in the area 
for a long time until crime is 
abated. “We can’t take back 
the whole city at one time. 
This is going to take it back 
in small segments at a time,” 
Picou said. Once that area is 
improved the departments 
will target another hotspot, he 
said.

The effort includes involve-
ment of community service 
groups and area churches. It is 
based on a model implement-
ed in Baton Rouge, La., called 
BRAVE (Baton Rouge Area 
Violence Elimination Project) 
that has been shown to have 
reduced crime in that city.

It involves not just locking 
criminals up but giving them 

other options to crime such as 
training for a GED, help with 
substance abuse issues and 
employment assistance. “We 
have to deal with quality of 
life issues,” Picou said.

Funding for the project has 
been absorbed by the depart-
ments, he said. “Funding we 
need is to run the programs 
for GEB, substance abuse, 
etc. That’s what we will look 
to service organizations and 
churches for,” Picou said.

Lewis said officials from 
Baton Rouge are expected to 
visit the city soon to discuss 
the project.

Police Chief Lindsey Hor-
ton said the goal is to “give 
comfort to the city of Jackson 
and bring discomfort to those 
doing these violent crimes.”

The recent arrests and drug 
and weapons seizures were 
made at 362 E. Northside 
Drive and 1408 Jayne Ave.

Arrested July 3 were James 
L. Perry, 53, and his son 
James M. Perry, 28.

Arrested July 7 were Jamie 
Harris, 21, Jermichael Jack-
son, 22 and Ousbie Jefferson, 
30, Allen Sidney, 37 and Dar-
rell Washington, 35.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232

In one day, law enforcement officers seized 14 pounds of marijuana along with crystal meth and ecstasy.

Police arrested these men on various charges during operations on July 3 and July 7. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. 
JONES

Targeted operation in West Jackson shows seizure of several guns and rifles.

Hinds County Sheriff’s Department Chief Deputy Chris Picou shows a targeted area where violent crimes are 
prevalent in Jackson. The pins represent crimes of aggravated assaults, armed robberies, carjackings and 
homicides.
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WASHINGTON - Tackling 
what he has called a humani-
tarian crisis, President Barack 
Obama, on July 8, asked Con-
gress for $3.7 billion to cope 
with a tide of minors from Cen-
tral America who are illegally 
crossing the U.S. southern bor-
der, straining immigration re-
sources and causing a political 
firestorm in Washington.

The White House said the 
money would help increase the 
detention, care and transporta-
tion of unaccompanied chil-
dren, help speed the removal of 
adults with children by increas-
ing the capacity of immigra-
tion courts, and would increase 
prosecution of smuggling net-
works. The money would also 
increase surveillance at the 
U.S. border and help Central 
American countries repatriate 
border-crossers sent back from 
the United States.

Obama requested the money 
in a letter to House Speaker 
John Boehner. The request did 
not include proposals for leg-
islative changes that the White 
House wants. But Obama said 
he still will seek such changes, 
including providing the sec-
retary of Homeland Security 
additional authority to use dis-
cretion to speed up the removal 
of children from countries like 
Guatemala, Honduras and El 
Salvador. Obama said he also 
wants increased penalties for 
individuals who smuggle vul-
nerable migrants, such as chil-
dren.

Obama discussed the cri-
sis with faith and local leaders 
during a political fundraising 
visit to Texas July 9, but he re-
sisted calls to visit the border 
for a firsthand look. The White 
House invited Texas Repub-
lican Gov. Rick Perry, who is 
among those urging Obama to 
get to the border while he’s in 
the state.

Perry’s spokesman Lucy 
Nashed confirmed that Perry 
and Obama will meet when 
Obama is in Texas. Perry “is 
pleased that President Obama 
has accepted his invitation to 
discuss the humanitarian and 
national security crisis along 
our southern border,” Nashed 
said.

House Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairman Hal Rogers, 
a Kentucky Republican, called 
the situation on the border “ex-
tremely dire.”

“It is clear that additional 
funding will be needed to en-
sure the proper care of these 
unaccompanied children, to 
enforce the law, and to further 
secure our border so that these 
problems can be mitigated in 
the short term,” he said in a 
statement. “Our committee will 
focus on providing what is nec-
essary to meet these ongoing 
needs.”

Boehner spokesman Mi-
chael Steel said appropriators 
and lawmakers working on the 
border crisis would review the 
White House proposal. But he 
said Obama’s request fell short 
in one respect.

“The speaker still supports 
deploying the National Guard 
to provide humanitarian support 
in the affected areas - which 
this proposal does not address,” 
Steel said.

The White House request 
would:

-Seek $1.1 billion for the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
to help deter border-crossers 
and increase enforcement. That 
would include $879 million to 
pay for detention and removal of 
adults traveling with children, 
to provide additional detention 
space for those individuals, and 
to speed up the prosecution of 
adults who cross the border un-
lawfully with children.

-Seek $433 for Customs and 
Border Protection to cover 
overtime costs and for addi-

tional facilities to detain unac-
companied children while they 
are in Border Patrol custody. It 
also includes nearly $40 mil-
lion to increase air surveillance, 
such as drone flights along the 
border.

- Provide $64 million to the 
Department of Justice, with 
much of the money spend on 
hiring 40 additional teams of 
immigration judges. The White 
House said that together with 
a previous request for 35 addi-
tional teams, the system would 
be able to process an additional 
55,000 to 75,000 cases annu-
ally.

-Provide $1.8 billion to the 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services for the care of un-
accompanied children, includ-
ing shelter and medical care.

As lawmakers return to Wash-
ington this week from a week-
long July 4th recess, Obama’s 
spending request is set to be a 
focus, with the Senate Appro-
priations Committee scheduling 
a hearing to examine it.

The developments all come 
as Obama has declared com-
prehensive immigration leg-
islation dead in Congress and 
announced plans to proceed on 
his own by executive action to 
make whatever fixes he can to 
the nation’s dysfunctional im-
migration system.

That could put Obama in the 
seemingly contradictory posi-
tion of weighing proposals to 
shield millions of people from 
deportation while at the same 
time trying to hurry deporta-
tions for the unaccompanied 
children.

NATIONAL

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. - 
Scientists at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology 
are developing an audio read-
ing device to be worn on the 
index finger of people whose 
vision is impaired, giving 
them affordable and immedi-
ate access to printed words.

The so-called FingerRead-
er, a prototype produced by 
a 3-D printer, fits like a ring 
on the user’s finger, equipped 
with a small camera that 
scans text. A synthesized 
voice reads words aloud, 
quickly translating books, 
restaurant menus and other 
needed materials for daily 
living, especially away from 
home or office.

Reading is as easy as point-
ing the finger at text. Special 
software tracks the finger 
movement, identifies words 
and processes the informa-
tion. The device has vibra-
tion motors that alert read-
ers when they stray from 
the script, said Roy Shilkrot, 
who is developing the device 
at the MIT Media Lab.

For Jerry Berrier, 62, who 
was born blind, the promise 
of the FingerReader is its 

portability and offer of real-
time functionality at school, 
a doctor’s office and restau-
rants.

“When I go to the doctor’s 
office, there may be forms 
that I wanna read before I 
sign them,” Berrier said.

He said there are other opti-
cal character recognition de-
vices on the market for those 
with vision impairments, but 
none that he knows of that 
will read in real time.

Berrier manages training 
and evaluation for a federal 
program that distributes tech-
nology to low-income people 
in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island who have lost their 
sight and hearing. He works 
from the Perkins School 
for the Blind in Watertown, 
Mass.

“Everywhere we go, for 
folks who are sighted, there 
are things that inform us 
about the products that we 
are about to interact with. 
I wanna be able to interact 
with those same products, re-
gardless of how I have to do 
it,” Berrier said.

Pattie Maes, an MIT pro-
fessor who founded and leads 
the Fluid Interfaces research 
group developing the proto-

type, said the FingerReader 
is like “reading with the tip 
of your finger and it’s a lot 
more flexible, a lot more im-
mediate than any solution 
that they have right now.”

Developing the gizmo has 
taken three years of software 
coding, experimenting with 
various designs and working 
on feedback from a test group 
of visually impaired people. 
Much work remains before 
it is ready for the market, 
Shilkrot said, including mak-
ing it work on cellphones.

Shilkrot said developers 
believe they will be able to 
affordably market the Finger-
Reader but he could not yet 
estimate a price. The poten-
tial market includes some of 
the 11.2 million people in the 
United States with vision im-
pairment, according to U.S. 
Census Bureau estimates.

Current technology used in 
homes and offices offers cum-
bersome scanners that must 
process the desired script be-
fore it can be read aloud by 
character-recognition soft-
ware installed on a computer 
or smartphone, Shilkrot said. 
The FingerReader would 
not replace Braille - the sys-
tem of raised dots that form 

words, interpreted 
by touch. Instead, 
Shilkrot said, the 
new device would 
enable users to ac-
cess a vast number 
of books and other 
materials that are 
not currently avail-
able in Braille.

Developers had to 
overcome unusual 
challenges to help 
people with visual 
impairments move 
their reading fingers 
along a straight line 
of printed text that 
they could not see. 
Users also had to be 
alerted at the begin-
ning and end of the 
reading material.

Their solutions? 
Audio cues in the 
software that pro-
cesses information 
from the Finger-
Reader and vibration motors 
in the ring.

The FingerReader can 
read papers, books, maga-
zines, newspapers, computer 
screens and other devices, 
but it has problems with text 
on a touch screen, said Shilk-
rot.

That’s because touching 
the screen with the tip of 
the finger would move text 
around, producing unin-
tended results. Disabling the 
touch-screen function elimi-
nates the problem, he said.

Berrier said affordable 
pricing could make the Fin-

gerReader a key tool to help 
people with vision impair-
ment integrate into the mod-
ern information economy.

“Any tool that we can get 
that gives us better access to 
printed material helps us to 
live fuller, richer, more pro-
ductive lives, Berrier said.

MIT finger device reads to the blind in real time

Obama seeks $3.7 billion 
to deal with border kids

BELLINGHAM, Wash. - 
Washington on Tuesday, July 
8, became the second state to 
allow people to buy marijua-
na legally in the U.S. without 
a doctor’s note as eager cus-
tomers who lined up outside 
stores made their purchases 
and savored the moment.

People began buying mari-
juana at 8 a.m. at Top Shelf 
Cannabis, one of two Bell-
ingham stores that started 
selling the drug as soon as 
it was allowed under state 
regulations. Several dozen 
people waited outside before 
the doors opened at the shop 
in this liberal college town 
of about 80,000 north of Se-
attle.

The first three customers in 
line were residents of Kan-
sas, in Bellingham for their 
grandfather’s 84th birth-
day. Sarah Gorton, 24, of 
Abilene, Kansas, came with 
her younger brother Robbie, 
as well as her boyfriend.

“It’s just a happy coinci-
dence and an opportunity 
we’re not going to have for 
a long time,” said Sarah 
Gorton, a 24-year-old. “I’m 
really thrilled to be a part 
of something that I never 
thought would happen.”

Gorton’s boyfriend, 
29-year-old Cale Hold-
sworth, made the first pur-
chase: two grams of pot for 
$26.50. As customers ap-
plauded, he held his brown 
bag aloft and said, “This is a 
great moment.”

The start of legal pot sales 
in Washington marks a major 
step that’s been 20 months in 
the making.

Washington and Colorado 
stunned much of the world 
by voting in November 2012 
to legalize marijuana for 
adults over 21, and to create 
state-licensed systems for 
growing, selling and taxing 
the pot. Sales began in Colo-
rado on Jan. 1.

Washington issued its first 
24 retail licenses July 7. An 
Associated Press survey of 
the licensees showed only 
about six planned to open 

July 8: two in Bellingham, 
one in Seattle, one in Spo-
kane, one in Prosser and one 
in Kelso. Some were set to 
open later this week or next, 
while others said it could be 
a month or more before they 
could acquire marijuana to 
sell.

It’s been a bumpy ride in 
Washington state, with prod-
uct shortages expected as 
growers and sellers scramble 
to prepare. Pot prices were 
expected to be higher than 
what people pay at the state’s 
unregulated medical mari-
juana dispensaries.

That was largely due to 
the short supply of legally 
produced pot in the state. 
Although more than 2,600 
people applied to become li-
censed growers, fewer than 
100 have been approved - 
and only about a dozen were 
ready to harvest by early this 
month.

Colorado already had a 
regulated medical mari-
juana system, making for a 
smoother transition when it 
allowed those dispensaries 
to start selling to recreational 
pot shops Jan. 1.

Washington’s medical sys-
tem is unregulated, so offi-
cials here were starting from 
scratch as they immersed 
themselves in the pot world 
and tried to come up with 
regulations that made sense 

for the industry and the pub-
lic.

The rules include proto-
cols for testing marijuana 
and requirements for child-
resistant packaging. Officials 
also had to determine things 
like how much criminal his-
tory was too much to get a 
license, and what types of se-
curity systems pot shops and 
growers should have.

Washington law allows 
the sale of up to an ounce of 
dried marijuana, 16 ounces 
of pot-infused solids, 72 
ounces of pot-infused liquids 
or 7 grams of concentrated 
marijuana, like hashish, to 
adults over 21.

Brian Kost, a 45-year-old 
Bellingham man, was among 
the first in line at Top Shelf 
Cannabis, in an industrial 
area off Interstate 5. He said 
he hadn’t smoked marijuana 
in 17 years because he didn’t 
like the hassle of trying to 
find it on the illegal market.

“With the chance to buy it 
legally, I just couldn’t pass it 
up,” he said. “I never thought 
I’d see the day.”

Gorton said she, her broth-
er and boyfriend planned to 
head back to their relatives’ 
house and sample their pur-
chase.

“We’re probably going to 
break open a bottle of wine, 
sit on the porch and enjoy 
this,” she said.

Legal marijuana goes on 
sale in Washington

Cale Holdsworth, of Abeline, Kan., holds up his purchase after being the first 
in line to buy legal recreational marijuana at Top Shelf Cannabis, Tuesday, 
July 8, 2014. AP PHoTo/Ted S. WArren

Immigrant families and children’s advocates rally in response to President 
Barack obama’s statement on the crisis of unaccompanied children and fami-
lies illegally entering the United States, outside the Los Angeles Federal build-
ing Monday, July 7, 2014. AP PHoTo/ nICK UT

In this Thursday, June 26, 2014 photo, a model wears a Fingerreader ring at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Media Lab in Cambridge, Mass. re-
searchers designed and developed the instrument, which enables people with 
visual disabilities to read text printed on paper or electronic devices. AP PHoTo 
STePHAn SAvoIA
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Superintendent Dr. Cedrick 
Gray recognized a high school 
basketball coach, Jackson fire-
men, and a JPS parent for their 
heroic actions during an emergen-
cy situation involving a Provine 
High School student athlete.

Provine basketball player E.J. 
Galloway recently faced the battle 
of his life on the basketball court 

when he collapsed and went into 
full cardiac arrest with no pulse 
and no heartbeat. JPS coaches 
sprang into action and immedi-
ately administered CPR. Coaches 
Otis Gaines, Willie Swinney, and 
Ladarius Ward and parent John 
Knight administered CPR on Gal-
loway for approximately 20 min-
utes as they waited for paramed-
ics to arrive. Jackson firefighters 

Robert Elbert and Captain James 
Dunaway also responded with a 
defibrillator.

While doctors told Galloway he 
cannot play basketball for the next 
six months, he is expected to make 
a full recovery and looks forward 
to playing basketball again.

Galloway has been rated as one 
of the top 10 players of his age in 
the state.

Research shows that students 
who read throughout the sum-
mer continue to grow academi-
cally. Those who do not read can 
lose up to three months of aca-
demic growth. 

To foster reading during the 
summer months, multiple com-
munity partners created One 
Jackson...Many Readers with 
the following goals:

• Engage 30,000 readers with 

100,000 books
• Create a culture of reading 

across the City of Jackson
• Bring students back to school 

in August with academic gains 
The following local organi-

zations are major partners with 
Jackson Public Schools in the 
One Jackson... Many Readers 
initiative:

• City of Jackson
• Jackson-Hinds Library Sys-

tem

• Jackson Zoo
• Lemuria Bookstore
• Mississippi Children’s Mu-

seum
• Mississippi Public Broad-

casting
• Parents for Public Schools of 

Jackson
• United Way of the Capital 

Area 
For more information, contact 

the JPS Teacher Resource Cen-
ter, (601) 960-8317.

The Jackson-Metro Alum-
nae Club of Pi Beta Phi Frater-
nity for Women donated 500 
elementary grade level books 
to Jackson Public Schools 
June 27, 2014. Members of Pi 
Beta Phi presented the dona-
tion of books to Superinten-
dent Dr. Cedrick Gray.

“There are many needs in 
Jackson Public Schools and 
one of them is to improve liter-
acy among our nearly 30,000 
students, particularly during 
the summer months when stu-

dents are away from school,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Ced-
rick Gray. “I am delighted to 
accept a book donation of 500 
books for students in our Dis-
trict from the Jackson - Metro 
Alumnae Club of Pi Beta Phi 
Fraternity for Women.”

“Pi Beta Phi believes in 
the power of reading, and we 
want to make a difference by 
impacting children’s lives 
and putting books into their 
hands,” replied Pi Beta Phi 
President Michelle Smith. 
“We hope to instill that same 

desire within the Jackson-
Metro area and continue to 
partner with JPS for future lit-
eracy events.”

All JPS students are required 
to read books during the sum-
mer months to enhance their 
learning skills. Studies show 
that students who do not read 
during the summer break can 
often lose a month or two of 
reading skills. These students 
start the next school year be-
hind their peers who are read-
ing while away from the class-
room.

Heroic actions of JPS 
coaches and others help 
save student athlete’s life

About One Jackson... Many Readers

JPS receives hundreds of books 
from local women’s organization

(From left) Clinton Johnson, JPS athletics director; Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray; Provine basketball player E.J. Gal-
loway; Otis Gaines, Provine coach; and Willie Swinney, assistant coach

(From left) Pi Beta Phi members Carrie Tilley, Emilie Hudson, Virginia Hollingsworth, and Pres. Michelle Smith; 
JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray; Rebecca Starling, Partners in Education Dir.; and Jeanette Whisenton, One Jack-
son Many Readers coordinator.
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The newly renovated Lottie 
W. Early Childhood Center at 
Jackson State University re-
opened recently with a fresh 
outlook on educating young 
children.

Housed on the ground floor 
of the Joseph H. Jackson Col-
lege of Education and Human 
Development, the center pro-
vides teacher education to JSU 
students and operates a year-
round preschool for 3 and 4 
year-olds. The center’s educa-
tional focus is early literacy. It 
is open to children of JSU fac-
ulty, staff and students, as well 
as the general community. En-
rollment is currently open.

Director LaTasha Brown 
said the environment was spe-
cially structured to stimulate 
children’s interest in learning, 
expose them to new concepts 
in an exciting and engaging 
manner and to give children 
the opportunity to rehearse 
and practice what they already 
know. This helps them to de-
velop as competent and confi-
dent learners.

The Center defines and 
aligns its quality standards 
with the Early Childhood 
Environment Rating Scales 
(ERS). That means the center 
offers age-appropriate mate-
rials that challenge students 
socially and academically. For 
example, teachers act as facili-
tators rather than commanders 

of a “controlled” learning en-
vironment.

Team teachers and twin sis-
ters, Azelda and Amelda Ellis, 
say learning takes place when 
children are engaged in active 
play that sparks their inter-
est and propels them to think 
critically. Students are given 
opportunities to learn by ex-
ploring. Each day, children 
choose from a variety of learn-
ing activities designed by the 
teachers to meet their grow-
ing and developmental needs.  
The children use their physi-
cal, cognitive, social and emo-
tional attributes to draw con-
clusions about what they are 
learning and how to best apply 
their newly found knowledge 
to other learning situations 
within the classroom.

Dr. Yazho Zhang, a chemis-
try technician at JSU, enrolled 
his daughter in May. Zhang 
believes his daughter has 
progressed as an English-lan-

guage learner. He said prior to 
her attending the center, “she 
did not know how to interact 
with others socially.”

Rashandra Booker, whose 
daughter has been with the 
center since its reopening, 
said she noticed her daugh-
ter develop several new skills 
within her first month of re-
enrollment.

“She knows how to identify 
numbers and the alphabet,” 
Booker said. “She can also 
place the correct sounds to 
the alphabet. That’s what I am 
most proud of.”

Under ERS, the center has 
three primary focuses: protec-
tion of children’s health and 
safety, building positive rela-
tionships and providing op-
portunities for stimulation and 
experiential learning.

For elementary & early 
childhood education majors, 
the center has a student re-
source center for them to 

conduct observations directly 
related to their coursework. 
Named after noted educator 
and former JSU faculty mem-
ber Dr. Lottie W. Thornton, 
the center offers diversified 
laboratory experiences for un-
dergraduate students in cog-
nitive, psychomotor and the 
social development of young 
children. It facilitates the cur-
riculum and research efforts of 
students in the JSU College of 
Education and Human Devel-
opment.

Monthly tuition for the cen-
ter is $375. For parents unable 
to afford childcare, the center 
accepts childcare certificates 
administered through Missis-
sippi Department of Health 
and Human Services’ Child-
care Payment Program.

The Lottie W. Thornton 
Early Childhood Center is 
licensed by the Mississippi 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services and operates un-
der the auspice of the Depart-
ment of Elementary and Early 
Childhood Education within 
the JSU College of Education 
and Human Development.

The Lottie W. Thornton Ear-
ly Childhood Center is open 
Monday-Friday from 7:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

For more information 
or to request an applica-
tion, call 601-979-2396 or 
emaillatasha.l.brown@jsums.
edu.

The Alcorn State Univer-
sity Office of Counseling and 
Testing Director Dyann Moses 
and Assistant Director Paulette 
Haley participated in a suicide 
prevention training “Ques-
tion, Persuade, Refer” (QPR) 
recently, at Mississippi State 
Hospital.

This intensive eight-hour 
gatekeeper (train- the-trainer) 
training was an initiative of the 
Think Again/Shatter the Silence 
(Suicide) Network through 
the Mississippi Department of 
Mental Health.

After completion of the train-
ing, each participant must con-
duct at least two workshops to 
become a certified QPR trainer. 
In order to keep certification in 
QPR, participants will be re-
quired to conduct a minimum 
of four trainings each year.

“The purpose of the Think 

Again Shatter the Silence (Sui-
cide) Network is to bring aware-
ness that help and resources 
are available,” stated Moses, 
a member of the Think Again/
Shatter the Silence (Suicide) 
Network. She added that she is 
“looking forward to conducting 
workshops throughout the com-
munity on suicide prevention.”

Haley said, “This training 
was excellent. It gave me a 
better understanding of how 
to more effectively recognize 
a crisis and warning signs that 
someone may be contemplating 
suicide and how to provide the 
appropriate assistance to indi-
viduals who show signs.”

QPR is not intended to be a 
form of counseling or treat-
ment.

For more information, call 
the Mississippi Department of 
Mental Health at 1-877-210-
8513 or visit www.dmh.ms.gov.

Dr. Jessica L. Buck Murphy, 
associate professor in the Depart-
ment of Technology, College of 
Science, Engineering, and Tech-
nology, was elected as director of 
Region 2, member of the Board 
of Directors of Epsilon Pi Tau 
Technology Honor Society.

Her three year term began July 
1, 2014 and will end on June 30, 
2017.

As an academic and profes-
sional honor society Epsilon Pi 
Tau:

•Encourages academic excel-
lence of students in fields devoted 
to the general study of technol-
ogy and the preparation of practi-
tioners for the technology profes-
sions. It recognizes and provides 
services to students in degree and 
certificate programs in accred-
ited higher education institutions 
offering from associate through 
doctoral degree programs.

•Recognizes and advances the 
work of faculty and administra-
tive leaders in higher education 
academic fields and programs for 
the general study of technology 
and programs devoted to career 
preparation for specific fields in 
the technology professions.

•Recognizes and advances the 
professional work of practitioners 

in the technology professions.
•Fosters, encourages, and rec-

ognizes individuals throughout 
society to develop and act upon 
interests in the phenomenon of 
technology in society and/or sup-
port of the technology profes-
sions and its organizations.

•Provides services that contrib-
ute to the career advancement of 
its members and a program that 
recognizes such advancement 
through members’ entire careers 
and beayond.

In Region 2, Murphy will over-
see chapter operations in Ala., 
Fla., Ga., Ky., Miss., N.C., S.C., 
Tenn., and Va.

Two Jackson State Uni-
versity students were named 
winners of the Benjamin A. 
Gilman International Schol-
arship, which will allow 
them to finance their studies 
in foreign countries during 
the fall semester.

Senior psychology major 
and Saginaw, Mich., native 
Dequindre Robinson will 
study at CIEE Language 
Institute in Dakar, Senegal.  
She was awarded $4,000.

“I want to diversify my-
self, learn about other cul-
tures and meet new people,” 
said Robinson. “I’m minor-
ing in French, and Senegal 

is predominantly French 
speaking.”

Sophomore marketing 
major and Jackson native 
Ben Cuda Stowers will 
study at the University of 
Iringa in Iringa, Tanzania. 
He was awarded $5,000.

“My father’s side of the 
family is from the coun-
try that I’m going to,” said 
Stowers. “I can understand 
the language but I can’t 
speak it. I’m interested in 
learning the language and 
learning more about my 
family. That way, I can kill 
two birds with one stone.”

The Benjamin A. Gil-
man International Scholar-

ship Program offers study 
abroad scholarships for U.S. 

citizens that are undergradu-
ates receiving a Pell grant.

Jackson State University re-
cently hosted 78 rising college 
freshmen during the summer 
2014 GEAR UP Senior Acad-
emy.

Funded by the Mississippi 
Institutions of Higher Learn-
ing, the Senior Academy is a 
weekend program that exposes 
recent high school graduates 
to life on a college campus. 

Other participating institu-
tions include the University of 

Mississippi, Alcorn State Uni-
versity and Mississippi Valley 
State University. Jackson State 
University, which offered the 
program during two week-
ends, had the largest number 
of participants.

The academy included cul-
tural and recreational activities 
along with campus tours and 
information sessions about 
college life, financial aid and 
international programs.

GEAR UP Mississippi oper-

ates as part of the Institutions 
of Higher Learning, Office of 
Academic and Student Affairs 
in collaboration with the Mis-
sissippi Department of Edu-
cation, State Board for Com-

munity and Junior Colleges 
and community and national 
partners.

Funding is provided by the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion.

JSU’s Early Childhood Center reopens 
with new mission, curriculum

Counseling and testing staff 
attend a suicide prevention 
training with the Mississippi 
Department of Mental Health

JSU professor elected 
director of national 
honor society
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Two JSU students selected as 
Gilman Scholarship recipients

JSU hosts 
GEAR UP Senior 
Academy
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JSU International Programs Director Dr. Lokesh Shivakumaraiah (left) 
speaks with students during GEAR UP Senior Academy
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CHICAGO - First-day jit-
ters come with any new job but 
when the work involves pushing 
needles into strangers’ bellies, 
stitching up gaping wounds or 
even delivering babies, that debut 
can be especially nerve-wracking 
- for everyone involved.

Brand-new doctors often 
launch right into patient care 
within weeks of graduating from 
medical school. To make sure 
their skills are up to snuff, many 
medical schools and hospitals run 
crash courses in the basics for 
these new interns.

It’s called boot camp at North-
western Memorial Hospital and 
its adjoining Feinberg Medical 
School, a program involving two 
to three days of intense practice 
before letting the newbies loose 
on patients. Young doctors are 
tested on a variety of skills, from 
the proper technique for han-
dling newborns during childbirth 
- make sure the head comes out 
slowly - to delivering bad news - 
use empathy, eye contact and lis-
ten to the patient.

More than 90 percent pass the 
first time. The rest are tested again 
until they do.

“Don’t do that on Mr. Smith,” 
instructor Dr. Jeffrey Barsuk told 
this year’s batch of residents, 
warning them not to withdraw 
too much fluid from the belly of 
a mannequin patient supposedly 
sick with liver disease. Barsuk 
was showing the group how to in-
sert a scary-looking 5-inch needle 
and remove abnormal fluid build-
up. Taking too much can be dan-
gerous for sick patients.

Dr. Diane Wayne, the medical 
school’s vice dean of education, 
created the program in 2011, aim-
ing partly to combat the so-called 
“July effect.” Many experts say 
it’s more myth than reality, and 
evidence is mixed, but a few stud-
ies have found lapses in patient 
care - even deaths - when new in-

terns start making rounds in July.
“We have great residents who 

come from all over the country, 
but we have no reliable way of 
knowing that these interns pos-
sess these skills,” she said. “We 
just don’t want to subject patients 
to newly minted residents” with 
uncertain expertise.

The program won a 2012 in-
novation award from the Associa-
tion of American Medical Colleg-
es. The association’s Dr. Robert 
Englander said the boot camp is 
part of a trend in doctor-training 
as hospitals increasingly focus on 
patient safety.

“We’re looking more and more 
at what we can do toward the end 
of medical school to optimize that 
preparation,” he said.

Bennet Butler, 26, just got his 
doctor degree from Northwestern 
and was among about 100 grads 
in this summer’s just-finished 
boot camp. He gave it high marks 
on his first day.

“We’re learning a lot already,” 
said Butler, 26, after a refresher 
course on identifying surgical in-
struments. “We’ve had a couple 
of lectures, a couple of sessions 

where we were able to practice 
some of our skills like tying knots 
and suturing so, so far so good.”

Butler said he’s excited but 
anxious about starting his resi-
dency.

“This is something I’ve wanted 
to do my whole life,” Butler said. 
“You’d have to be crazy not to be 
a bit nervous,” he added. “It’s a 
big upgrade in responsibility.”

One of the toughest - and most 
praised - sessions was a test in 
handling end-of-life discussions, 
using actors trained to portray dy-
ing patients. First, the new doc-
tors watched rapt as Northwestern 
ethics expert Dr. Kathy Neely 
demonstrated with an actor pos-
ing as single father with advanced 
cancer, worried sick about what 
would happen to his 12-year-old 
son.

It was like a well-acted play, 
with the audience straining to 
catch every word and nuance as 
Neely sat close to the “patient,” 
touching his arm and talking gen-
tly about the burdens of choices 
he faced, including entering hos-
pice care.

Then residents were sent into 

WASHINGTON - How much 
distance from an immoral act is 
enough?

That’s the difficult question be-
hind the next legal dispute over re-
ligion, birth control and the health 
law that is likely to be resolved by 
the Supreme Court.

The issue in more than four 
dozen lawsuits from faith-affiliated 
charities, colleges and hospitals that 
oppose some or all contraception as 
immoral is how far the Obama ad-
ministration must go to accommo-
date them.

The justices on June 30 relieved 
businesses with religious objections 
of their obligation to pay for wom-
en’s contraceptives among a range 
of preventive services the new law 
calls for in their health plans.

Religious-oriented nonprofit 
groups already could opt out of cov-
ering the contraceptives. But the or-
ganizations say the accommodation 
provided by the administration does 
not go far enough because, though 
they are not on the hook financially, 
they remain complicit in the provi-
sion of government-approved con-
traceptives to women covered by 
their plans.

“Anything that forces unwilling 
religious believers to be part of the 
system is not going to pass the test,” 
said Mark Rienzi, senior counsel 
for the Becket Fund for Religious 
Liberty, which represents many of 

the faith-affiliated nonprofits. Hob-
by Lobby Inc., winner of its Su-
preme Court case last month, also 
is a Becket Fund client.

The high court will be asked to 
take on the issue in its term that be-
gins in October. A challenge from 
the University of Notre Dame in 
South Bend, Ind., probably will be 
the first case to reach the court.

The Obama administration ar-
gues that the accommodation cre-
ates a generous moral and financial 
buffer between religious objectors 
and funding birth control. The non-
profit groups just have to raise their 
hands and say that paying for any 
or all of the 20 devices and methods 
approved by government regula-
tors would violate their religious 
beliefs.

To do so, they must fill out a gov-
ernment document known as Form 
700 that enables their insurers or 
third-party administrators to take on 
the responsibility of paying for the 
birth control. The employer does 
not have to arrange the coverage or 
pay for it. Insurers get reimbursed 
by the government through credits 
against fees owed under other parts 
of the health law.

Houses of worship and other re-
ligious institutions whose primary 
purpose is to spread the faith are 
exempt from the requirement to of-
fer birth control.

The objections by religious 
nonprofits are rooted in teachings 
against facilitating sin.

Roman Catholic bishops and 
other religious plaintiffs argue that 
filling out the government form that 
registers opposition to contracep-
tives, then sending the document to 
the insurer or third-party adminis-
trator, is akin to signing a permis-
sion slip to engage in evil.

In the Hobby Lobby case, the 
justices rejected the government 
argument that there was no viola-
tion of conscience because the link 
between birth control coverage and 
the outcome the employer consid-
ers morally wrong was slight.

Just hours after the Hobby 
Lobby decision, the 11th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta 
granted a temporary reprieve to the 
Alabama-based Eternal Word Tele-
vision Network. Judge William H. 
Pryor Jr. said in a separate opinion 
in that case that the administration 
“turns a blind eye to the undisputed 
evidence that delivering Form 700 
would violate the Network’s reli-
gious beliefs.”

But the Supreme Court could 
draw a distinction between subsi-
dizing birth control and signing a 
document to deputize a third-party 
to do so, said Robin Fretwell Wil-
son, a family law specialist at the 
University of Illinois College of 
Law.

“Think about how thinned down 
that objection is,” Fretwell Wilson 
said. “The court might say that is a 
bridge too far.”

Judge Karen Nelson Moore of 

the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Cincinnati said the docu-
ment is a reasonable way for ob-
jecting organizations to inform the 
insurer, but that the obligation to 
cover contraception is in the health 
law, not the form.

“Self-certification allows the 
eligible organization to tell the in-
surance issuer and third-party ad-
ministrator, ‘We’re excused from 
the new federal obligation relating 
to contraception,’ and in turn, the 
government tells those insurance 
companies, ‘But you’re not,’” the 
judge wrote.

People on both sides of this ar-
gument are looking to the Hobby 
Lobby case for clues about how the 
justices might come out in this next 
round.

In a Supreme Court filing, the 
Justice Department said the out-
come strongly suggested that the 
court would rule in its favor when 
considering the nonprofits’ chal-
lenge.

“The decision in Hobby Lobby 

rested on the premise that these 
accommodations ‘achieve all of 
the Government’s aims’ underly-
ing the preventive-health services 
coverage requirement ‘while pro-
viding greater respect for religious 
liberty,’” the Justice Department 
wrote, quoting from Justice Samuel 
Alito’s majority opinion. The legal 
filing was in opposition to an emer-
gency plea from Wheaton College 
in Wheaton, Ill., to avoid having to 
fill out Form 700. Wheaton is one 
of only a few nonprofits not to have 
won temporary relief in its court 
fight.

Rienzi, who also represents 
Wheaton, wrote in reply that the 
government is wrong to assume 
that the Hobby Lobby decision 
“blessed the accommodation.” He 
noted that Alito specifically said the 
court was not deciding whether the 
administration’s workaround for 
nonprofits adequately addressed 
their concerns.

With three justices dissenting, 
allowed Wheaton to avoid using 

the form while its case remains 
on appeal. Instead, the college can 
send written notice of its objections 
directly to the Health and Human 
Services Department rather than 
the insurer or the third-party admin-
istrator. At the same time, the gov-
ernment can take steps to ensure 
that women covered by Wheaton’s 
health plan can get emergency con-
traception the college won’t pay for.

Several legal experts said that 
perhaps a simple revision to the 
government document at the center 
of the dispute could resolve mat-
ters.

“I think the question will come 
down to does the government re-
ally need them to tell the insurance 
companies or can you reword the 
form,” said Marc Stern, a religious 
liberty specialist and general coun-
sel for the American Jewish Com-
mittee. The faith-affiliated charities 
“might win a redrafting of the form. 
I don’t think they can win an argu-
ment that says we can do absolutely 
nothing,” Stern said.

HEALTH

Justices to 
consider nonprofits’ 
contraceptives
By Mark Sherman and Rachel Zoll 
Associated Press

By Lindsey Tanner  
AP Medical Writer
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FILE - This June 30, 2014 file photo shows a demonstrator holding up a sign outside the Supreme Court 
in Washington on the day the court decided in the Hobby Lobby case to relieve businesses with religious 
objections of their obligation to pay for women’s contraceptives among a range of preventive services the 
new health law calls for in their health plans. AP PHoTo/PABLo MARTInEZ MonSIvAIS, FILE

In this June 25, 2014 photo, Chief Medical Resident Julia vermylen, 
right, critiques interns after a breaking bad news exercise during 
intern boot camp, taught by northwestern Memorial Hospital and 
northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine in Chicago. 
AP PHoTo/STACy THACkER

Now is the time to make 
sure your children’s immuni-
zations are up-to-date for the 
approaching school year. The 
Mississippi State Department 
of Health (MSDH) reminds 
parents that state law requires 
kids to be immunized against 
childhood diseases to enter 
school, Head Start or day-
care.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, approximately 95 
percent of parents nationwide 
choose to vaccinate their chil-
dren, protecting them against 
potentially deadly diseases.

“Childhood vaccinations 
protect your child and those 
around them,” said MSDH 
State Epidemiol-
ogist Dr. Thom-
as Dobbs. “The 
back-to-school 
rush is our busi-
est immuniza-
tion effort each 

year. It’s great to see children 
receiving required vaccina-
tions and we remind parents 
the best protection is having 
their children immunized on 
time. By doing so they can 
avoid long lines during the 
back-to-school rush.”

Required vaccinations for 
children entering school in 
Mississippi for the first time 
include: diphtheria, tetanus 
and pertussis (DTaP); polio 
(IPV); hepatitis B; measles, 
mumps and rubella (MMR); 
and varicella (chickenpox). 
There is also a requirement 
for children entering seventh 
grade to receive the Tdap 
(tetanus, diphtheria and per-
tussis) vaccination. Parents 
must provide the school with 

a Certificate of Immunization 
Compliance (Form 121) from 
their local health department 
or physician prior to school 
entry.

Check with your physician 
or local county health depart-
ment to see which vaccina-
tions your child will need. 
Those 18 and under who 
are eligible for the Vaccines 
for Children program or the 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) can receive 
vaccinations for $10 each.

The MSDH accepts Medic-
aid, Medicare, CHIP and the 
State and School Employees’ 
Health Insurance Plan (AHS).

Follow MSDH by e-
mail and social media at 
HealthyMS.com/connect.

Health officials remind parents it’s time 
for back to school immunizations

No practicing on patients: 
new docs get boot camp Mississippi Department of Health

   the pancreas is a spongy, oblong organ 
that is located behind the stomach in the 
back of the abdomen.  the six-inch-long 
organ is primarily known for its ability 
to produce insulin, which (along with 
glucagon) manages levels of sugar in 
the blood.  When these hormones do not 
work properly, diabetes often results.  
the development of cancer in the all-
important pancreas is also a danger 
due to age-related gene mutations.  
exposure to certain pesticides, dyes, 
and chemicals used in metal refining 
is also thought to increase the risk 
of developing pancreatic cancer, 
along with smoking, heavy alcohol 
consumption, and obesity.  While pain 
in the upper abdomen may be an early 
sign of pancreatic cancer, it can also be 
a “silent” disease.

    Doctors and researchers are 
hard at work developing better 
treatments for pancreatic cancer.  
see your doctor if you experience 
unexplained weight loss, abdominal 
pain, jaundice, or other signs and 
symptoms, so your doctor may 
check for these conditions as well as 
for pancreatic cancer.  to schedule 
a consultation, please call the 
mississippi CAnCeR institute 
at (601) 249-5510.  We are located 
at 1501 Aston Avenue.  While there 
are no established guidelines for 
preventing pancreatic cancer, 
the American Cancer society 
recommends quitting smoking 
because cigarettes are a primary 
factor in 20-30% of pancreatic 
cancers.   

pAnCReAtiC CAnCeR

private hospital 
rooms to be tested 
on discussing “do not 
resuscitate” orders 
and how long to use 
life-saving ventila-
tors with other fake 
patients.

“It was difficult 
going in because 
we were giving bad 
news to the patient 
and discussing end of 
life goals,” said Na-
mita Jain, 25, another 
recent Northwestern 
graduate.

Facing her first day 
on the job, Jain said 
she was most nervous 
about “probably, 
like everything,” but 
praised boot camp 
for helping build up 
her confidence. “It’s 
nice to be able to 
practice.”
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African-Ameri-
can voters in Mis-
sissippi recently 
proved blacks will 
vote for a Repub-
lican candidate 
- when doing so 

meets the time-honored tradition all 
American voters have always fol-
lowed: they judge it to be in their 
self-interest.

On June 24, Thad Cochran, the 
courtly, six-term senior senator from 
Mississippi, eked out a narrow 51-
to-49 percent victory in a special 
Republican primary runoff contest 
over a Tea party favorite by doing 
something rarely seen in Republi-
can primary contests in the last half 
century: actually appealing to black 
voters. 

it is believed Cochran’s turning 
back two-term state senator Chris 
McDaniel, in effect, assures his re-
turn to Washington come novem-
ber. And the post-election parsing 
of the vote makes it clear he’ll owe 
his continued presence there to the 
state’s black electorate. 

McDaniel, who has a nasty his-
tory of extremist comments and 
racially-coded appeals to bigotry, 
and last year delivered the keynote 
speech to a meeting of a state chap-
ter of The Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans, actually got 1,400 more votes 
than Cochran in the June 3 GOp 
primary. But he didn’t surpass the 
state-mandated 50-percent vote-total 
threshold to win it outright. Thus, the 
special runoff.

McDaniel and his Tea party sup-
porters, which included Sarah palin 
and a constellation of conservative 
pundits and talk-show hosts, con-
fidently predicted victory, a boast 
which grew louder in the wake of 
House Majority Leader Eric Can-
tor’s shocking defeat by a Tea party 
candidate in Virginia just days later.

But two things then happened 
in Mississippi that derailed those 
expectations. The first is that Co-
chran, who’s assiduously kept the 
pipeline of federal largesse flowing 
to Mississippi during his 36 years in 
Congress, and the state and national 
GOp establishment and who was 
locked in an increasingly furious 
battle with the Tea party, decided to 
fight back by appealing to the only 
group of voters in the state whose 
participation in the runoff could shift 
the balance of power: black Demo-
cratic voters.

The second thing that happened 
was that black voters decided they 
needed to support Cochran to protect 
their interests, and the interests of 
Mississippi, perennially among the 
states in the union most in need of 
federal aid. (McDaniel had said dur-
ing the primary he wouldn’t pursue 
federal aid for many state programs.) 

Mississippi’s open primary sys-

tem allowed any registered voter 
who had not voted earlier in the 
month in the Democratic primary to 
vote in the special Cochran-McDan-
iel runoff.

The result was that, while the June 
24 runoff contest as a whole drew 
about 17 percent more voters to the 
polls than had showed up for June 
3 primary, the percentage increase 
in black voters far outstripped the 
increase in white ones. That meant 
that, while McDaniel increased his 
overall vote total by about 30,000 
votes, Cochran increased his by 
nearly 38,000 votes. 

The 10 Mississippi counties 
where Cochran improved his vote 
totals the most were those where 
blacks comprised at least 69 percent 
of the population. On the other hand, 
less than 1 percent of the increased 
votes McDaniel drew came from 
black voters.

Are you surprised that, aside from 
Cochran’s rather cloaked references 
himself, there’ve been no expres-
sions of gratitude from the GOp - 
well, at least the establishment wing 
of the GOp? no praise of black vot-
ers responding to their civic duty? 
no pledges to really show black 
voters in other states it’s in their in-
terest, too, to vote for Republican 
candidates? 

no mention of the once vaunted 
“outreach” effort the Republican 
national Committee promised to 
mount in the wake of its national 
ticket’s decisive defeat in 2012?

Of course, you aren’t. For one of 
the many ironies of black Mississip-
pians’ rescue of the veteran conser-
vative Cochran is that it undermines 
the longstanding, three-card-monte 
GOp rhetoric that blacks unthink-
ingly vote Democratic against their 
own best interests. 

Here, black Mississippians, per-
haps the most reliably Democratic 
voters anywhere in the country, 
chose to vote for a Republican con-
servative who has delivered resourc-
es that benefit their districts, their 
interests and those of the state as a 
whole, and has a sense of decency. 

They understood what was at 
stake and chose pragmatism over 
party. This is what black Southern 
voters, and black voters as a whole, 
have always done. They remember 
that especially in the past half cen-
tury, voter rights were gained at the 
cost of many lives and much anguish 
in Mississippi and other regions of 
the South.

And blacks have regained that 
fundamental marker of Ameri-
can citizenship: the right to vote. 
They’ve always adhered to the com-
mand of the old civil rights anthem: 
“Keep your eyes on the prize, fight 
on!”

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime jour-
nalist based in New York City. His 
latest book is Last Chance: The Po-
litical Threat to Black America.

Rev. Jamal 
Bryant of Balti-
more was widely 
criticized recently 
for quoting a line 
from a popular 
Chris Brown’s 

song: “Hoes Ain’t Loyal.” Bryant 
could have avoided controversy 
- and been on point - if he had in-
stead said, “Democrats ain’t loyal.”

And they ain’t, to borrow the 
vernacular.

Although people of color com-
prised 45 percent of Democratic 
voters in 2012, less than 2 percent 
of the $1.1 billion collected over a 
4-year period by the three primary 
Democratic fundraising commit-
tees went to people of color.

people of color is defined as 
U.S. residents who are African 
American, Latino, Asian Ameri-
can or pacific islander, or native 
American. The percentage of fund-
ing to people of color is given ac-
cording to the “2014 Fannie Lou 
Hamer Report” by powerpAC+, 
a national advocacy organization 
that helps elect progressives to 
office by building on the political 
power of the multiracial majority 
in America.

Actually, the Minority Business 
Enterprise (MBE) figures are even 
smaller than reported because the 
study counted any firm that had 
a person of color as a principal 
owner, not the more commonly 
accepted definition requiring that 
they be the majority owner.

The research was compiled 
from Federal Election Commis-
sion reports filed by the three larg-
est Democratic fundraising com-
mittees: the national Democratic 
Committee, the Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee 
and the Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee.

“Even amidst the massive in-
fusion of ‘outside’ money, the 
Democratic party remains the 
largest source of funds for Demo-
crats seeking office (other than the 
presidency). 

“Each cycle, the party takes in 
hundreds of millions of dollars and 
uses these funds to provide the na-
tional electoral infrastructure and 
support those of the states,” the 
report stated.

it explained, “While most of the 
media attention falls on the mega-
donors who make significant fi-
nancial contributions to the Demo-
cratic party, in the aggregate, small 
donors actually contribute more 
to the party’s finances than do the 
mega-donors. 

‘indeed, donors who made 
contributions of less than $200 
provided a full third of the party’s 

financial resources over the past 
two cycles, having donated over 
$371,345,529.”

According to the report, “Well 
over half a billion dollars was spent 
on these consultants over the past 
two election cycles, an amount that 
represents approximately half of 
the funds raised and disbursed by 
the party.” But few of those dollars 
found their way to people of color.

Overall, of 285 firms receiving 
disbursements from the Demo-
cratic party in the 2010 and 2012 
election cycles, only 14 - or 4.9 
percent - were minority business 
enterprise (MBE) firms. Five of 
the MBEs were polling firms, three 
provided communications services 
and six provided political strategy 
services or iT.

Among the 14 firms, four 
of them received 87 percent of 
all dollars disbursed to MBEs. 
They were, in order, peter D. 
Hart Research Associates, inc., 
$2,206,772.50 (25 percent of all 
MBE Research, dollars); SKD 
Knickerbocker, $2,138,671 (24 
percent); Brilliant Corners Re-
search, inc., $1,908,369.26 (22 
percent) and Thoughtworks 
($1,328,464.92).

peter D. Hart, whose firm re-
ceived the most MBE dollars, is a 
white male. Yet, highly-respected 
black pollster Ronald L. Lester 
received only $45,670 from the 
Democratic party, according to the 
report. 

Brilliant Corners, headed by 
Cornel Belcher, an African Ameri-
can, was third among MBEs 
with $1.9 million. Dewey Square 
Group, with Minyon Moore, Afri-
can American, and Maria Cardona, 
a Latina, on its team received only 
$81,054.73, or 0.9 percent of MBE 
dollars.

Among the study’s recommen-
dations:

Conduct a disparity study to di-
agnose the problem;

Set goals for diversifying con-
tract awards;

Make a plan to increase access 
and capacity and

Measure progress and hold deci-
sion-makers accountable.

in 2014, the Democratic party 
has no credible excuse for such 
poor performance. Even with an 
exaggerated definition of what 
constitutes a Minority Business 
Enterprise, Democrats fall short.

“… Today’s voter looks quite 
different from the model voter of 
even 50 years ago who was much 
more likely to be male, have a job 
with a union that afforded him 
time off to vote during the work 
day, and have access to an array 
of news sources that offered some 
semblance of balanced reporting 
on the candidates and their posi-

Those of us in 
Mississippi recent-
ly to commemorate 
the 50th anniver-
sary of Freedom 
Summer know 
very well none of 

it could have unfolded in the way it 
did without the quiet and courageous 
leadership of Robert Moses and Da-
vid Dennis.

Bob, a Harlem-born son of a 
janitor and graduate of Hamilton 
College, had studied philosophy at 
Harvard. He left a job teaching math-
ematics at new York City’s private 
Horace Mann School to work for the 
Student nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SnCC). in 1961, he be-
gan leading a voter registration proj-
ect in Mississippi, where voting was 
a white sport with no or few blacks 
allowed to play in many counties.

Dave, who grew up in a Louisiana 
sharecropping family, had been a 
Freedom Rider and sit-in organizer 
in Louisiana before becoming the 
Mississippi director for the Congress 
of Racial Equality (CORE).

in 1962, Bob and Dave became 
co-directors of the newly-formed 
Council of Federated Organizations 
(COFO), a coalition of the major na-
tional and local civil rights organiza-
tions working in Mississippi.

After continuing frustrating and 
dangerous struggles to gain visibil-
ity for their efforts against Missis-
sippi’s racist violence and exclusion 
of black citizens from political par-
ticipation, including the right to vote, 
Moses created the Freedom Summer 
strategy seeing the need to engage 
white volunteers for whom the coun-
try would care more.

He and Dennis worked tirelessly 
with others to plan and coordinate 
the logistics for recruiting mostly 

white students aided by Allard Low-
enstein who reached out to campuses 
across the county. 

Those students converged in the 
state to join with local black citizens, 
SnCC workers, and local civil rights 
workers to fight for the constitutional 
rights of black citizens including the 
right to vote.

Fifty years later, Moses and Den-
nis are still fighting passionately on 
another critical frontier in the Civil 
Rights Movement. in 1982, Moses 
founded the Algebra project using 
math as an organizing tool - with a 
special focus on bringing math skills 
and advanced math courses to poor 
children, especially non-white chil-
dren.  

After a career as a lawyer in Loui-
siana, Dennis became a director of 
the Algebra project’s Southern ini-
tiative. in June 2014 the Children’s 
Defense Fund honored them both 
with our Ella Baker Leadership 

Award.
Dennis said, “We’re looking at 

quality education as a constitutional 
right . . . And this is where you play 
that role . . . When the sharecroppers 
and others stood up and made the de-
mand that ‘i want to be a first-class 
citizen,’ that’s when this country be-
gan to say, ‘i’ve got to look at this.’ 

“Well, now, in terms of education, 
you are the sharecroppers. You have 
to make that stand and say, ‘i de-
mand a quality education for myself 
and my children in the future.’”

Moses with his trademark pow-
erful quiet simplicity and directness 
began by asking the young leaders 
to repeat the preamble to the Con-
stitution after him. He then said: “it 
does not say we, the president - it 
couldn’t, because there was no presi-
dent. it does not say we, the Supreme 
Court, or we, the Congress, because 
they were not in existence.

“it did not say what it could have 

said - it could have said we, the citi-
zens of the several states, but it did 
not say that; if it had, we would be 
a very different country. it just says 
‘we, the people.’ So, we, the people, 
have to take over this country . . . We, 
the people, folks. You’re the people.”

i traveled to Mississippi recently, 
along with Moses, Dennis, and 
hundreds of others including young 
leaders from around the country to 
celebrate the anniversary of Free-
dom Summer.

As much progress as has been 
made in Mississippi over the last 
half century, Mississippi ranks 50th 
among all states in the percentage of 
children who are poor (34.7 percent); 
49th in the percentage of households 
that lacked access to adequate food; 
and 49th in the percentage of high 
school students graduating on time. 

it is tragic that 79 percent of Mis-
sissippi’s fourth grade public school 
students were unable to read at grade 

level and 74 percent were unable to 
compute at grade level; 89 percent of 
black fourth graders could not read 
and 89 percent could not compute at 
grade level.

We often say with pride that Mis-
sissippi has the largest number of 
black elected officials in the nation 
- yet the political leaders of that state 
still feel they can deny more than 
137,000 people health care and re-
fuse the Medicaid expansion. 

i hope black elected officials will 
demand that health care be made 
available for those who need it and 
demand quality education for the 
children who cannot read or write or 
compute and are being sentenced to 
social and economic death and the 
prison system without education and 
jobs and hope for the future.

Marian Wright Edelman’s, Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund president,  mis-
sion is to Leave No Child Behind®; 
www.childrensdefense.org.

‘Democratic 
party ain’t loyal’

Marching back to Mississippi 

‘Voting while black’ 
in Mississippi ?Ask Alma

Used by my ‘outside woman’
Dear Alma,
i’m starting to feel used. When 

i go out with the woman i’m see-
ing, she never offers to pay. She 
orders drinks and appetizers and 
extras like there’s no tomorrow, 
and when the bill comes, it just 
lies there on the table like a dead 
rat until i reach over and pick it 
up. 

never once has this woman so 
much as offered to split the cost 
of our excursions. All the while, 
she has plenty of cash for clothes, 
cars and travel.

Since i’m married and this 
woman is not my wife, my 
friends say i should pay the res-
taurant tabs and be quiet - a small 
price, they say, for easy, mind-
blowing sex. 

i simply can’t take it anymore, 
and it annoys me to no end. How 
do i tell this woman i’m not her 
sugar daddy?

                Robert A., Reno, N.V.

Excusez-moi Robear! 
i was distracted by my head 

spinning and the slimy green 
liquid spewing from my mouth!  
What? not her sugar daddy, you 
say? Then what you got to offer?  

This hollow effort to mix com-
mon sense with common behav-
ior reminds me of a quote: “Some 
people feel the rain, while others 
just get wet.” You, my friend, spit 
and tell them it’s raining. 

Hold up while i grab an um-
brella, ‘cause i’m not falling 
for it. So, you’re married and 
your sidepiece won’t fork over 

any quarters toward the meal, 
and you want to know how you 
should approach this subject. Re-
ally?

My advice is that you listen 
to your so-called friends, who 
should be telling you something 
else, but that’s another question 
for another Friday.  

Considering the cost of your 
infidelity, which could include 
the end of your marriage, dis-
loyalty to your wife, children 
and family and the loss of trust, 
honesty, commitment and integ-
rity…, well, let’s just stop here.

When you add it all up, her 
meal is a minor inconvenience.  
Until you start paying her rent, 
i’m sure she feels entitled to a 
great meal. That’s the very least 
you can do. not to mention the 
fact that a meal is about all you 
can commit to at this point.

Don’t flatter yourself; you’re 
not sugar daddy material. That’s 
why we’re having this conver-
sation. Don’t misread her need 
to satisfy her hunger, Mr. Leroy 
Brown, baddest man in the whole 
damn town! She knows what 
she’s doing.

What’s mind-blowing to you 
doesn’t sound like it’s all that 
mind-blowing to her. if your 
grove was that smooth, she 
wouldn’t be interested in eating 
that much before getting her par-
ty started. i’m just sayin’!

We agree on one thing: i, too, 
see a rat in this scenario, but it 
ain’t laying on the table.

                                      Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

tions, among other things,” the re-
port stated. 

“Today, women, especially those 
not married, form a core part of the 
Democratic party’s base, as do Vot-
ers of Color. To put it bluntly, these 
voters are already the largest constit-
uencies within our party, and their 
influence will only increase over the 
coming decades.”

Diversifying spending with black 
vendors, black media and African 
Americans who offer professional 
services does not detract from the 
party’s overall goal.

“…The ultimate goal of these ef-
forts is to win,” the report observed. 
“And winning among today’s mul-
tiracial and ever evolving electorate 
requires cultural competence at its 
finest.”

This report should be followed up 
with others, including an examina-
tion of spending by Republicans.

As the report noted, “it is deeply 
disappointing that we are even hav-
ing this conversation in 2014…. if 
people of Color are smart and tal-
ented enough that one of them can 
serve as leader of the free world, 
then they are certainly smart and 
talented enough to run political cam-
paigns for Congress, Senate, and 
The White House.”

George E. Curry, former editor-
in-chief of Emerge magazine, is 
editor-in-chief of the National News-
paper Publishers Association News 
Service (NNPA.) He can be reached 
through his Website, www.george-
curry.com. You can also follow him 
at www.twitter.com/currygeorge.

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist By George E. Curry

NNPA Columnist

By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist



In case I for-
got to tell you, 
our baby girl, 
also known as 
our oldest child, 
is currently do-
ing an internship 

in Baltimore, Md. I’m sure that 
you know, we are so proud of 
her. She’s been in that area 
since June 1 and will not return 
to Mississippi until the second 
week in August.

Now, as I brag about her 
wonderful success of the sum-
mer, I must tell that what we 
are most proud of is her church 
attendance. She has not missed 
one Sunday of worship since 
we last saw her. She is current-
ly attending church with one of 
my best friends in the area and 
each Sunday she calls to tell 
me how much she enjoyed her 
worship experience and yes, 
my girlfriend is confirming her 
attendance.

Their connection started as 
soon as my child arrived in 
the Baltimore area. She called 
to tell me that she wanted to 
go to church but because she 
was unfamiliar with the area, 
she didn’t know where she 
should go.  Well, I made one 
phone call and the rest is his-
tory. Now, she’s traveling to 
the church on her own and 
is attending other fellowship 
events, as well.

To you, our readers - I have 
always been very vocal about 
being in the house of the Lord, 
be it your own, or as a visitor. 
My child has listened and is 
doing what is written in scrip-
tures.

I have often shared with you 
that our Lord always found a 
place to worship on the Sab-
bath as told to us in Luke 4:16 
- “And He came to Nazareth, 
where He had been brought 
up; and, as His custom was, He 
went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day…”

This custom is something 
that should be embedded in all 

of us. I am proud to say that 
this is not only custom of our 
young ones, but for me and 
my husband, as well. When we 
travel out of town, it is on very 
rare occasions that we miss a 
worship service at a nearby 
house of worship and now this 
practice is obviously custom-
ary for our offspring.

My children continue to 
make us proud and knowing 
that they know God’s house 
is the most important place to 
be whether it is your own or 
not, tells us that they know to 
honor the Lord.

Because of God’s good-
ness, countless blessings are 
bestowed upon each and ev-
ery one of us. Because of His 
goodness, we serve as vessels 
moving through life, taking us 
where God leads us to share 
His message of love and salva-
tion. Because of God’s good-
ness, please stop to celebrate 
His Holy name.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your good 
news and the news of your 
place of worship.

As always, we ask that you 
let us help you to communicate 
the good news of our Lord. Isa-
iah 52:7a reads, “What a beau-
tiful sight it is to see messen-
gers coming with good news!”

When you arrive at your des-
tination, share the news of your 
places of worship with others 
and take a moment to find out 
more about what God is doing 
in the area you are visiting.

The King James Version of 
Isaiah 52:7b reads, “Your God 
reigns.” His presence is every-
where and so should the news 
of His love for all of His chil-
dren.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

This Little Light of Ours: Sketches 
of a Vision for ‘Hamer democrats’       

Art Colony blesses the community   

R e c e n t l y , 
I shared my 
thoughts on how 
Mrs. Fannie Lou 
Hamer trans-
formed the Mis-
sissippi Demo-

cratic Party. Of course, several other 
notable and noble souls contributed 
to this transformation, among them 
young organizers in the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-
tee (SNCC).

What’s most compelling about 
Mrs. Hamer is the why and how of 
her political agitation. What gives 
me inspiration is her unapologetic 
Christian witness in a nightmar-
ish closed society. Too many have 
glossed over how deep and abiding 
her faith in Jesus Christ was and 
how it was that faith that gave her 
the light of freedom.

Seeking to take nothing away 
from other activists, many of whom 
were not religious like Mrs. Hamer, 
I must say that I don’t believe this 
Mother of the Mississippi move-
ment has gotten the just historical 
interpretation warranted by her free-
dom struggle.

As many of you know, I feel that 
in some ways Pastor Martin Luther 
King Jr. is my spiritual mentor and 
I continue to be inspired and chal-
lenged by his ministry. What some 
of you may not know is that I have 
studied him alongside Minister 
Malcom Shabazz, finding similari-
ties and points of departure between 
these two giants. So many scholarly 
books have been written comparing 
their visions, attitudes, and activism 
(James Cone’s great book comes to 
mind). However, I have not seen any 
books that compare the theological 
visions of Mrs. Hamer and Rev. Dr. 
King. And for me, that comparison 
is the most natural for at least two 
reasons: both are children of the 
black South (Hamer from Missis-
sippi and King from Georgia), and 
both were Christians shaped by the 
black Baptist evangelical tradition. 
If that full-length book exists, I’d 
love to read it.

What I want to offer here is 
something that I believe articulates 
elements of her visionary action and 
what can be appropriated for our 
struggles today. I am calling for a 
new kind of political imagination in 
Mississippi, one that is new only in 
the sense that it is being revived. As 
I read about Mrs. Hamer, I become 
more convinced that there is some-
thing prolific about her and her wit-
ness that attracts me to a more ex-
cellent way of loving a new world 
into being.

Mrs. Hamer, who worked with 
Pastor King on his poor people’s 

campaign, was unlike King in two 
very important ways. First, she 
was a poor black woman whose 
economic prospects were con-
demned to sharecropping; King 
was thoroughgoing middle class. 
Whereas King, an educated middle 
class man, was led to walk with the 
poor, Hamer was poor and there-
fore embodied the dignity of many 
impoverished blacks in ways that 
King never could. Second, whereas 
King would at one point repudiate 
the revivalist elements of the black 
church, Hamer was very much in 
that revivalist stream, with all the 
shouting, hand clapping and stirring 
hymnody that makes up that liturgi-
cal experience.

What Hamer teaches us, then, is 
the power of deeply Christian (and 
here I mean of a black evangelical 
kind), rural poor black women and 
men to transform society when they 
feel called of God to spiritually and 
literally resist the powers. A native 
of Mississippi, I believe Hamer is 
an exemplar of the best of our politi-
cal tradition. That is why I’m calling 
for Hamer democrats.

There are other configurations 
of what may be meant by being a 
Hamer Democrat. For instance, the 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party, which still exists, employs to 
mean something similar to yet dif-
ferent from what I am offering here. 
By Hamer democrat I mean lower-
case ‘d’ democrats who believe in 
the power of people, especially ev-
eryday people, to be engaged in the 
political process, and they believe 
this precisely as an article of theo-
logical witness. Said differently, a 
Hamer democrat is an evangelical 

Christian who fights for the little 
people, because Jesus commissions 
them to do so. Beyond the reduc-
tive left/right binary, Hamer demo-
crats offer a prophetic resistance to 
a closed society primarily because 
they believe that God created us 
equally and desires for all of us to 
flourish as God intends.

Furthermore, a Hamer democrat 
is unapologetically Christian and 
generously welcoming. Hamer 
democrats are those of us who love 
the Lord and don’t mind calling his 
name in public. At the same time, 
we are welcoming of those who do 
not hold this same conviction and 
are willing to be in coalitions with 
any and all who believe in respon-
sible freedom. (Just don’t try to put 
our little light under a bushel.) So 
Hamer democrats move beyond 
the false bifurcations of piety and 
protest, revival and reform, holi-
ness and justice and engage people 
where they are, no matter who they 
are. Because God created every-
body, then all of us are precious, 
even when we don’t agree.

Hamer democrats also believe in 
the political worth of women. Any 
movement by Hamer democrats 
takes seriously not only ideological 
and racial diversity, but also an insis-
tence on black women, poor black 
women, being involved in the pro-
cess of transformation. Mrs. Hamer, 
had she lived on beyond 1977, 
may have been considered pro-life 
and pro-woman, representing one 
of many perspective on women’s 
rights. But her towering influence 
reminds us that sometimes a Barak 
can’t go to battle without a Deborah 
(Judges 4). Maybe more than ever 

Mississippi needs women of color, 
holding diverse views and strate-
gies, involved in electoral politics 
and political advocacy.

Hamer democrats don’t forget 
that we must have the strength to 
love our enemies because ours is 
a spiritual battle. Mrs. Hamer saw 
the Mississippi freedom struggle in 
spiritual terms, often citing Ephe-
sians 6:9-18. Our struggle isn’t re-
ducible to the materialistic realm, as 
both lefists and conservatives would 
have us to believe. It’s a spiritual bat-
tle than requires spiritual armor and 
attitudes. Just as we are unapologet-
ic about our Christian faith, we must 
be equally vocal about believing in 
an enchanted, non-secular world of 
spiritual powers and possibilities. 
This, too, is a form of resistance in 
a nation increasingly uncomfortable 
with things not explained or verifi-
able by modern empirical sciences.

Hamer democrats believe that 
our struggle is both local and 
global. Mrs. Hamer, a daughter of 
the Mississippi soil, understood 
the struggle in international terms. 
Ours has to be a cosmopolitan pil-
grimage; because this world is not 
our home, we can be in it while not 
of it, thereby resisting the restric-
tive nationalism or regionalism that 
divides us. What happens in Iraq 
is connected to what happens in 
Indianola. And we can believe this 
because God has the whole world 
in his hands.

Lastly, Hamer democrats pos-
sess prophetic patriotism. Like 
Mrs. Hamer, we love America and 
love it enough to question her when 
she fails to live up to her creed. 
We must also apply this prophetic 
tension to our political loyalties as 
well, knowing that as lowercase ‘d’ 
democrats, we are more concerned 
with a true republican democracy 
than we are Republicans or Demo-
crats. We must call everyone to 
higher ground.

No matter how insignificant we 
may feel, God has given each of us 
a light and we must let it shine. And 
no matter how little that light is, it’s 
at its brightest in the dark.

May our God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, give Mississippi a remnant 
of Hamer democrats, enlightened 
and enlivened by illuminating lib-
eration. Amen

The Rev. CJ Rhodes is a graduate 
of the University of MS and Duke 
University. Pastor Rhodes is mar-
ried to Allison Thomas-Rhodes.

The Rev. CJ Rhodes serves as 
rector of Oakland Memorial Cha-
pel and director of student Religious 
Life at Alcorn State  University. He 
is a graduate of the University of 
MS and Duke University. Pastor 
Rhodes is married to Allison Thom-
as-Rhodes.

“Each year, this gift from 
God is provided as an oppor-
tunity for so many people and 
each year, I’m here to make 
sure that the community knows 
about this blessing,” said John-
nie Maberry, curator/Art Colo-
ny director/artist/art educator at 
Tougaloo College.

Maberry is referring to the 
2014 Tougaloo Art Colony 
which will be held at Tougaloo 
College Sunday through Friday, 
July 13 - 18.

This year’s event entitled: 
“Broken But Mended: The 
Healing Powers of Art” will 
feature nationally acclaimed 
artists, art educators, students 
and art lovers who will bring 
their craft and insight regarding 
the wonders of art in all facets 
of life.

A special presentation “Heal-
ing Drums Workshop” will be 
held Thursday, July 17, by a 
performing artist of West Af-
rican djembe drummer Jerry 
Jenkins, who will introduce, 
teach and entertain children and 
adults to West African drum-
ming. Djembe Drums is known 
as the drum that heals the peo-
ple. The songs, rhythm and the 
stories that encompass the lives 
of the people is known to raise 
the sick out of their beds and 
cause the tired to revitalize their 
souls. Drums will be provided 
during this session.

Other artists and their classes 
include:

Rhonda Blasingame- Magic 
of Fabrics (fabric painting) 

Ellen Ellis Lee- Journey 
Dolls (air dry clay and mixed 
media) 

Teresa Haygood- Spiritual 
Mosaics (glass, filler and other 
materials) 

Vitus Shell- 2D Collage 
(drawing, painting, printmak-
ing)

This week long event held at 
the historically black institution 
that was built with the assis-
tance of the American Mission-
ary Association of New York 
is another milestone in what is 
available for those who have a 
thirst for knowledge.

“This institution has been the 
catalyst for so many positives 
changes not only throughout 
our state, but our country and 
now through the grace of God 
we are able to offer another fac-
tor that can help improve the 
social and educational fabric 
of the young artists who may 
not have this opportunity at any 

other time. Tougaloo always 
has and will continue to make 
a difference to people of every 
age,” said Maberry. 

For additional information 
regarding tuition and other fees, 
visit https://www.tougaloo.edu/
tougaloo-art-colony or call 601-
977-7743 or 601-977-7839 

Jenkins
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In the Gospel 
according to John 
6:44-45, Jesus 
said, “No man 
can come to me, 
except the Father 
which hath sent 

Me draw him, and I will raise him 
up at the last day. It is written in 
the prophets, and they shall all be 
taught by God. Therefore, every-
one who has heard and learned 
from the Father comes to me.”

God, not man, plays the most 
active role in salvation. When 
someone chooses to believe in 
Jesus Christ as Savior, he or she 
does so only in response to the 
urging of God’s Holy Spirit. God 
does the urging; then, he or she 
decides whether or not to believe.  

Thus no one can believe in Je-
sus without God’s help. Jesus was 
stressing the importance of not 
merely hearing, but learning. We 
are taught by God through the Bi-
ble, our experience, the thoughts 
the Holy Spirit brings, and rela-
tionships with other Christians.

Through the Holy Spirit, God 
begins to deal with people. They 
might be in a night club with the 
music blaring and the room filled 
with smoke, yet they are bored 
and feeling depressed. God can 
deal with them right in the midst.  
His Holy Spirit will begin to draw 
them as He takes the fun out of it.  

Sometimes God will allow 
people to suffer to bring an awak-
ening. You may not want to hear 
that, but God is concerned about 
people’s souls. Proverbs 1:22-
31 states: “How long, ye simple 
ones, will ye love simplicity? 
And the scorners delight in their 
scorning, and fools hate knowl-
edge.

“Turn you at My reproof: be-
hold, I will pour out My Spirit 
unto you, I will make known My 
Words unto you. Because I have 
called, and ye refused; I have 
stretched out My hand, and no 
man regarded; But ye have set 
at nought all My counsel, and 
would none of My reproof; I also 
will laugh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh; 
when your fear cometh as desola-
tion, and your destruction cometh 
as a whirlwind; when distress and 
anguish cometh upon you.

“Then shall they call upon Me 
but I will not answer; they shall 
seek Me early, but they shall 
not find Me: For that they hated 
knowledge, and did not choose 
the fear of the Lord: They would 
none of My counsel: they de-
spised all My reproof. Therefore 
shall they eat of the fruit of their 
own way, and be filled with their 
own devices.”

The fool is not stupid, but he 
or she is unable to tell right from 
wrong or good from bad. God 
is more than willing to pour out 
His heart and make known His 
thoughts to us. To receive His ad-
vice, we must be willing to listen, 
refusing to let pride stand in our 
way. Pride is thinking more high-
ly of our own wisdom and desires 
than of God’s.

If we think we know better 
than God or feel we have no need 
of God’s direction, we have fallen 
into foolish and disastrous pride.  
If you refuse to accept God’s of-
fer of mercy, He will laugh when 
trouble comes upon you.

Why? You refused to listen to 
Him. God is longsuffering and 
merciful, and He deals with men 
often. If you do not know Christ, 
you can know Him right now. No 
doubt, you can look back in your 

life at times when you could have 
been killed or badly hurt, but 
God spared you. (Read Numbers, 
chapter 16)

Man needs to perceive that he 
is lost without God. If you should 
die tonight without Christ, you 
would be lost forever. You are a 
free, moral agent and God will 
allow you to make a decision 
whether or not to serve Him. He 
will speak once, He will speak 
twice, but He is not going to 
make you serve Him.

Without real salvation, you 
are on your way to hell. Men 
and women today do not want 
to humble themselves, but com-
ing to God is impossible without 
humbling yourself. You have to 
humble yourself and get rid of 
pride to get saved. Man hates 
to confess his sins at an altar of 
prayer.

Do you know what man would 
rather do? He would rather go 
somewhere and get in a confes-
sion booth secretly and confess 
his sins privately to a priest.  
When a man really wants to get 
down to business with God, he 
will not mind kneeling at an altar 
of prayer in front of everyone and 
asking God to forgive him.

God never intended for church-
es to become like social clubs, but 
today people have made church a 
place to play games, to meet oth-
ers, to play bingo, and to joke 
around. People are full of church 
jokes and they are going to laugh 
themselves right into hell. My 
friend, do not allow pride to keep 
you from serving God.

Second Corinthians 5:17 
states, “Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature:  
Old things are passed away; be-
hold, all things are become new.”  
When we change, everything 

around us changes. God wants to 
change you. God is light, and in 
Him is no darkness at all. Chris-
tians are brand new people on the 
inside.

The Holy Spirit gives them new 
life, and they are not the same 
anymore. We are not reformed, 
rehabilitated, or reeducated - we 
are recreated (new creations), liv-
ing in vital union with Christ.

Colossians 2:6-7 records, “As 
you therefore have received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him, rooted and built up in Him 
and established in the faith, as 
you have been taught, abounding 
in it with thanksgiving.”

Paul uses the illustration of 
our being rooted in Christ. Just 
as plants draw nourishment from 
the soil through their roots, so 
we draw our life-giving strength 
from Christ. The more we draw 
our strength from Him, the less 
we will be fooled by those who 
falsely claim to have life’s an-
swers.

If Christ is our strength, we will 
be free from human regulations. 
You can live for Christ by (1) 
committing your life ad submit-
ting your will to Him (Romans 
12:1-3); (2) seeking to learn from 
Him, His life and His teachings 
(Colossians 3:16); and (3) recog-
nizing the Holy Spirit’s power in 
you (Acts 1:8; Galatians 5:22).

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of Evan-
gelism Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He serves as chairman of the 
Southeastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of July 10

1.	 Say	Yes		 	 	 Michelle	Williams	Featuring	Beyonce	and	Kelly	Rowland
2.	 Beautiful	Day	 	 	 Jamie	Grace
3.	 I	Can	Only	Imagine	 	 Tamela	Mann
4.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
5.	 Beautiful	 	 	 Mali	Music
6.	 It’s	Working	 	 	 William	Murphy
7.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
8.	 Help	 	 	 	 Erica	Campbell	featuring	Lecrae
9.	 We	Are	Victorious	 	 Donnie	McClurkin	Featuring	Tye	Tribbett
10.	 You	Alone	 	 	 Arkansas	Gospel	Mass	Choir

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

God has a way of getting man’s attention

A few years 
ago, my heart 
sank as I once 
again heard the 
words, “I didn’t 
want to say any-
thing  but….” 

from a close friend about another 
friend. My friend didn’t realize 
it but his words once again ex-
posed yet another mind-blowing 
truth about a close friend. In fact, 
I’d heard the same thing at least 
five times in the previous three 
months. As much as I wanted to 
believe otherwise, this was an-
other confirmation that I had to 
make a heart-breaking decision 
concerning that friendship.

I shook my head and closed 
my eyes as I braced myself, once 
again, for the blow by blow ac-
count of how this “friend” had 
shown how little she valued  her-
self and our friendship. When I 
continued to press him on why 
he hadn’t told me sooner, his 
reply was that at first he didn’t 
want to say anything because she 
was my  friend and I’d always 
spoken highly of her. “Did you 
ever think I was the same way?” 
I asked.

He hesitated before his reply. 
”No..but…well, I wasn’t sure 
at first,” he finally  stammered.   
His response reminded me of 
what someone else once stated  
about how your friends are of-
ten a reflection of you. For ex-
ample, if you see a preacher and 
a drunk hanging out together, 
you are either going to think that 
the preacher is a drunk or the 
drunk  is trying to be a preacher. 
More than likely, you are going 
to think that the preacher is a 

drunk. In other words, ”birds of a 
feather flock together.” Proverbs 
22:24-25 even provides advice 
on  choosing our friends, “Do 
not make friends with a hot-tem-
pered man, do not associate with 
one easily angered, or you may 
learn his ways and get yourself 
ensnared.”

Keeping this is mind, I knew 
that this time I couldn’t excuse 
away the behavior because the  
behavior was inexcusable. I’d 
been through situations like this 
before so I knew that the worst 
thing to do was to do nothing.  
But doing something would put 
me in a place where I’d have to  
face some things that I didn’t 
want to or think I’d have to re-
visit.

Even though I struggled with 
letting go of what was once a 
very close friendship, more than  
anything I’m thankful because 
God warned me of this shift near-
ly a year prior while in prayer.

I couldn’t pinpoint one specific 
reason why this new information 
affected me so. There were  feel-
ings of betrayal, disappointment, 
hurt and anger that I was  trying 
to deal with. Maybe I’m just a 
coward and didn’t  want to deal 
with the reality that we  placed a 
different value on our friendship.

Charles Caleb Colton wisely 
said, “True friendship is like 
sound health; the value of it is 
seldom known until it be lost.”

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

I didn’t want to say 
anything but….

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E d

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Drivers: Company & O/O’s.
All Drivers Paid by Mile.

Loaded & Empty. No-Touch 
Freight. 50% Drop & Hook.

800-588-7911 x225  

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
for the item below. A review of the equipment will be held July 24, 2014, see bid pack-
age for contact information and instruction.  All bids are due no later than 3:30 P.M. in 
the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday,  
August 5, 2014, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located 
at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

00190-080514 – Sale of EDACS Radio System Infrastructure Equipment

Bids are available at www.jacksonms.gov.
                     
The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the low-
est total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior 
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 

7/10/2014, 7/17/2014

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be 
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, July 29, 2014, at which time said bids will be 
publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Coun-
cil Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

55034-072914 - Twelve-Month Supply of Performed Thermoplastic Pavement 
Markings

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are 
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible con-
tract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office 
of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, 
EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the 
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according to the lowest 
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any 
proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   
In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to 
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, 
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such 
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager  
Purchasing Division 
(601)960-1025 

7/10/2014, 7/17/2014

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BuREAu OF BuilDinG, GROunDs AnD

REAl pROpERTy mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 08/07/2014 , for:

 RE: GS# 215-033 NEW DORMITORY - PH I 
  Southwest Mississippi Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

 Professional: ArchitectureSouth, P.A. 
 Address:      330 West Jefferson Street
   Tupelo, Mississippi 38804-3936
 Phone:  662-844-5843

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

7/10/2014, 7/17/2014

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE OF inTEnT TO REQuEsT RElEAsE OF FunDs

July 10, 2014
Tony T. Yarber, Mayor
City of Jackson, Mississippi
Office of Housing and Community Development
218 S. President Street; 2nd Floor; Jackson, MS 39201; 601-960-2155

On or about July 18, 2014, the City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Community 
Development will submit a request to the U. S. Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development (HUD) for the release of Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds under Title 1 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, 
as amended, (42 USC 5301 et seq.) to undertake a project known as City-wide Street 
Restructuring Project – Poole Street under funding from the U. S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Community Block Grant (CDBG) grant numbers B-11-
MC-28-0003 and B-12-MC-28-0003.  The proposed activities for this project will include 
milling, removing and replacing .09 mile of asphalt on Poole Street from Terry Road to 
the dead-end. The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regula-
tions at 24 CFR Part 38 from National Environmental Policy Act requirements. An En-
vironmental Review Record (ERR) that documents the environmental determinations 
for this project is on file at the Office of Housing and Community Development at 218 
S. President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, MS 39201. The ERR can be viewed in office 
Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group or agency may submit written comments of the ERR to the Of-
fice of Housing and Community Development. All comments must be received by July 
17, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. All comments will be considered by the City of Jackson prior to 
authorizing submission of a request of release of funds.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
The City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Community Development certifies to HUD 
that Tony T. Yarber, in his capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the envi-
ronmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD’s 
approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws 
and authorities, and allows the City of Jackson to use CDBG funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the City of Jackson’s certification 
for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt 
of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the 
certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Jackson; (b) the 
City of Jackson has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by 
HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the 
development process have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities 
not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) 
another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written 
finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  
Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required proce-
dures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to HUD at Dr. A. H. McCoy 
Federal Building, 100 W. Capitol Street, Suite 910; Jackson, MS 39269-1096.  Potential 
objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Tony T. Yarber, Mayor

7/10/2014, 7/17/2014

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE OF inTEnT TO REQuEsT RElEAsE OF FunDs

July 10, 2014
Tony T. Yarber, Mayor
City of Jackson, Mississippi
Office of Housing and Community Development
218 S. President Street; 2nd Floor; Jackson, MS 39201; 601-960-2155

On or about July 18, 2014, the City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and 
Community Development will submit a request to the U. S. Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HUD) for the release of Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds under Title 1 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, (42 USC 5301 et seq.) 
to undertake a project known as City-wide Street Restructuring Project – 
Wooddell Drive under funding from the U. S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, Community Block Grant (CDBG) grant numbers B-11-
MC-28-0003 and B-12-MC-28-0003.  The proposed activities for this project 
will include milling, removing and replacing .82 mile of asphalt on Wooddell 
Drive from W. McDowell Road to Meadow Forest Drive.  The activities pro-
posed are categorically excluded under HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 
38 from National Environmental Policy Act requirements. An Environmental 
Review Record (ERR) that documents the environmental determinations for 
this project is on file at the Office of Housing and Community Development 
at 218 S. President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, MS 39201. The ERR can be 
viewed in office Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group or agency may submit written comments of the ERR to 
the Office of Housing and Community Development. All comments must be 

received by July 17, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. All comments will be considered by 
the City of Jackson prior to authorizing submission of a request of release 
of funds.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
The City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Community Development certi-
fies to HUD that Tony T. Yarber, in his capacity as Mayor consents to accept 
the jurisdiction of the Federal courts if an action is brought to enforce re-
sponsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these 
responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD’s approval of the certification sat-
isfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and 
allows the City of Jackson to use CDBG funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the City of Jackson’s 
certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission 
date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are 

on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the 
Certifying Officer of the City of Jackson; (b) the City of Jackson has omitted 
a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 
24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the develop-
ment process have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities 
not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by 
HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 
has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the 
standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and sub-
mitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 
58.76) and shall be addressed to HUD at Dr. A. H. McCoy Federal Building, 
100 W. Capitol Street, Suite 910; Jackson, MS 39269-1096.  Potential objec-
tors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Tony T. Yarber, Mayor

7/10/2014, 7/17/2014
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Request for statement of Qualifications    

The City of Jackson, Mississippi, is seeking Statement of’ Qualifications 
(SOQ’s) from architectural/engineering firms desiring to provide profes-
sional design, construction and inspection services to construct Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant concrete bus stops with accom-
panying sidewalks, ramps, shelters and other site amenities at JATRAN 
bus stops located within me City of Jackson, Mississippi.

Statement of Qualifications packets may be secured from the Public 
Works Department, Engineering Division, Suite 424, Warren A. Hood 
Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 39205. or 
call Mr. George Ewing at telephone number (601) 960-1823 or e-mail at 
gewing@city.Jackson.ms.us.

Signed Proposals will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, at Jackson City Hall at 219 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 
WOI or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0017 until 3:30 
PM. local time, August 5, 2014, at which time they will be publicly opened 
and read aloud.

Charles Williams, P.E., Interim Director  Gus McCoy, 
COA
Public Works Department   Chief Administration Of-
fice

Terry Williamson, Deputy City Attorney
Office of the City Attorney

7/3/2014, 7/10/2014

JOB ADVERTisEmEnT

COmmuniCATiOns DiRECTOR

The Hinds County Economic Development 
Authority, Jackson, Mississippi, is seeking a 
professional for the position of Communications 
Director, who is responsible for planning, 
development and implementation of all of 
the Authority and associated entities’ (Hinds 
County and its municipalities) marketing 
strategies, marketing communications, and 
public relations activities, both external 
and internal.  Oversees development and 
implementation of support materials and 
services for associated entities in the area 
of marketing, communications and public 
relations. Directs the efforts of the marketing, 
communications and public relations staff 
and coordinates at the strategic and tactical 
levels with the other functions of the Authority 
and associated entities. 

The full position announcement can be 
obtained at the Authority’s website, www.
selecthinds.com.
 
Deadline for submission of required materials 
is July 24, 2014.  No phone calls please.



AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

KITCHEN CREWS NEEDED OFF-
SHORE in the Oil and Gas Industry. Entry
level positions start at $710-$810 per
week. Sign up now for training today.
CALL 850-424-2601.

ACE  TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING With
A Difference! Job Placement Assistance.
Day, Night and Refresher Courses. Train
in MS. Call 888-430-4223.
AVERITT EXPRESS New Pay Increase
For Regional Drivers! 40 to 46 CPM +
Fuel Bonus! Also, Post-Training Pay
Increase for Students! (Depending on
Domicile) Get Home EVERY Week +
Excellent Benefits. CDL-A Required. 888-
602-7440.  Apply@AverittCareers.com
Equal Opportunity Employer - Females,
Minorities, Protected Veterans and
Individuals With Disabilities Are
Encouraged To Apply.

DRIVER - CDL/A
LOOKING FOR A CAREER WITH

HIGHER EARNINGS POTENTIAL?
No out-of-pocket tuition cost!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days,
and start driving with KLLM!

• Top Notch Training Equipment
• Competitive Training Pay

Upon Graduation
• Career Advancement

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllm.com
DRIVERS - $1,000 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556. EOE.

Drivers - CDL-A
DRIVER PAY INCREASE
• Exp. Solos - 40¢ mile

• Teams - Up To 51¢ mile
1¢ mile increase each year NO CAP!

Extra Pay for Hazmat!
888-928-6011

www.Drive4Total.com
EXPERIENCED DRIVER

OR RECENT GRAD?
With Swift, you can grow to be an

award-winning Class A CDL driver. We
help you achieve Diamond Driver status

with the best support there is. As a
Diamond Driver,  you earn additional

pay on top of all the competitive incen-
tives we offer. The very best, choose

Swift.
• Great Miles = Great Pay

• Late-Model Equipment Available
• Regional Opportunities

• Great Career Path
• Paid Vacation

• Excellent Benefits
Please Call: (866) 206-3862

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS?
Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. A+
rating with the BBB. Call 1-800-675-
1156.
MORE THAN 1.5 MILLION MISSIS-
SIPPIANS pickup a local newspaper
each week. Call MS Press Services at 601-
981-3060 or your local newspaper to
advertise your goods and services.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV starting at $24.95/month.
Free 3-months of HBO, Starz, Showtime &
Cinemax. FREE RECEIVER Upgrade! 2014
NFL Sunday Ticket included with Select
Packages. Some exclusions apply-call for
details. 1-800-912-4961.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months). Find Out
How To SAVE Up to 50% Today! Ask
About Same Day Installation! CALL 1-
800-319-2526.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
now to see if you qualify. 1-800-522-9068.

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of July 6, 2014

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

July6_MCAN

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 15July 10 - 16, 2014

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

 NO 
     Contracts.

 NO 
     Credit Check.

 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Not eligible for 
promotional 

pricing

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper or HD.

CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT OPTIONS!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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• Vessel  Engineers  
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(Fleet & Line Haul)
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Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Farm Tractors, 1-ton & Pickups, Vehicles, Antique Vehicles & More

Day 2: Selling Construction Equip., Support Equip., Service Trucks, Water
Trucks, Fuel & Lube Trucks, Generators, Logging Equipment,
Aircraft, Related Attachments, Misc. Items
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Advertisement for Bids

Bid 2293 – 
provine High school Gym 

Floor Replacement

Sealed, written formal bid propos-
als for the above bid will be re-
ceived by the Board of Trustees 
of the Jackson Public School Dis-
trict, in the Business Office, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Lo-
cal Prevailing Time) August 5, 
2014, at which time and place they 
will be publicly opened and read 
aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conference con-
cerning the project will be held at 
Provine High School Gym, 2400 
Robinson Street, Jackson, MS 
39209 on July 22, 2014, at 2:00 
P.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid 
conference is non-mandatory but 
strongly suggested. The Board 
of Trustees reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids, to waive 
informalities, and to withhold the 
acceptance of any bid if approved 
for forty-five calendar days from 
the date bids are opened.  A 
$50.00 non- refundable deposit 
payable by money order to Jack-
son Public School District shall be 
required on each set of plans and 
specifications.

Proposal forms and detailed 
specifications may be obtained 
from Jackson Public School, Pa-
mela Young, 101 Near Street, 
Jackson, MS 39203, Phone: 601-
960-8969, Fax: 601-960-5412, 
pyoung@jackson.k12.ms.us  

7/10/2014, 7/17/2014



AP source: Cavs agree to multiplayer, 3-team trade

Brazilians struggling to explain loss to Germany

CLEVELAND - The Cavaliers 
have created salary cap space to 
make sure they have enough to offer 
superstar free agent LeBron James a 
maximum contract.

A person familiar with the deals 
said the Cavs have agreed to trade 
guard Jarrett Jack, swingman Sergey 
Karasev and center Tyler Zeller in a 
three-team deal. The moves are de-
signed to open room under the salary 
cap so they can land James, the four-
time league MVP and most sought 
after player on the market.

The Cavs have agreements with 

Brooklyn and Boston, the person 
told The Associated Press recently. 
The person spoke on condition of 
anonymity because teams are not 
permitted to discuss trades until the 
league’s moratorium ends.

The person said Cleveland will re-
ceive guard Marcus Thornton from 
the Nets and send him, Zeller and a 
future first-round pick to the Celtics. 
Also, the Cavs are trading Jack and 
Karasev to the Nets.

Jack, who signed with Cleve-
land as a free agent last season, was 
scheduled to make $6.3 million, 
Zeller will make $1.6 million and 
Karasev $1.4 million

In trading those salaries, the Cavs 
have enough to give James a maxi-
mum, $20.7 million contract - if 
he decides to sign with Cleveland. 
James, who played his first seven 
seasons with Cleveland before leav-
ing as a free agent in 2010, is expect-
ed to meet with Miami president Pat 
Riley in Las Vegas before making a 
decision about his future.

Under NBA rules, teams must 
abide by a salary cap set by the 
league. If the combined salaries of 
the team’s roster surpasses the cap, 
teams are forced to a pay additional 
taxes. Last season, the salary cap was 
approximately $59 million, and the 

projected number for the 2014-15 
season is expected to rise over $63 
million. A team can exceed the cap 
and wouldn’t be penalized until it 
reached $77 million.

ESPN first reported details of the 
three-team trade.

Jack’s first season with Cleve-
land didn’t go as he or the Cavs had 
hoped. He signed a four-year, $25 
million deal last July after playing in 
Golden State.

The Cavs counted on him being 
a leader for their young team, but 
it didn’t work out as Cleveland fin-
ished 33-49, missed the playoffs and 
fired coach Mike Brown.

BELO HORIZONTE, Brazil - 
Brazilians are having a difficult 
time trying to fathom how it all 
went wrong so quickly against 
Germany in the World Cup semi-
finals.

With the humiliating 7-1 loss 
still very raw for Brazil support-
ers, players struggled to find ex-
planations for the country’s worst 
ever World Cup defeat.

Brazil conceded four goals in a 
seven-minute span and trailed 5-0 
at halftime on Tuesday, and never 
had a chance to mount a come-
back at the Mineirao Stadium.

The dream of playing a home 
final at the Maracana was oblit-
erated, and players knew they 
were going down in history for 
the wrong reasons at their home 
World Cup.

“We are still trying to under-
stand what happened,” right back 
Daniel Alves said. “I guess it’s 
football. In six minutes you can 
be eliminated and that’s what 
happened to us.”

Germany scored its first five 
goals by the 29th minute as Bra-
zil’s defense self-destructed, 
shocking the crowd at the Min-
eirao and everyone else watching 
on television.

“It was a tough day,” Brazil 
defensive midfielder Luiz Gus-
tavo said. “We started well, with 
everybody doing what they were 
supposed to be doing, but then 
all of a sudden we conceded the 
goals.”

Tuesday’s result equaled the 
margin of its previous worst de-
feat - a 6-0 loss to Uruguay in the 
South American championship in 
1920. It was the worst World Cup 

loss ever in numbers, and proba-
bly nearly as heartbreaking as the 
home defeat in the 1950 tourna-
ment, the so-called Maracanazo.

“It’s difficult to explain,” Oscar 
said. “I don’t know what to say. 
All we can do is apologize. No-
body expected this.”

Left back Marcelo added: “We 
were in shock about what hap-
pened. We were going through 
our worst day and they (the Ger-
mans) were going through their 
best day.”

Although no one was making 
excuses, Brazil played without 
star striker Neymar because of an 
injury and captain Thiago Silva 
because of a suspension.

Silva said it was “almost im-
possible to explain what hap-
pened. It wasn’t the Brazilian 
national team that we are used to 
seeing.”

Bernard, who took Neymar’s 
spot in the starting lineup, said 
“nothing went our away. It was 
atypical.”

Brazil now has to play the 
third-place match on Saturday in 
Brasilia against either Argentina 
or the Netherlands.

Brazilian President Dilma 
Rousseff said she was “very, very 
sad” after the loss. Pele said it 
showed that “football is a box of 

surprises.”
“Nobody in this world ex-

pected this result,” Pele posted on 
Twitter, already looking forward 
to the 2018 tournament. “We’ll 
get the sixth title in Russia. Con-
gratulations to Germany.”

But many of the Brazilian play-
ers won’t be back in Russia to 
try to rebound from the historic 
home defeat. Only seven play-
ers will be 30 years or younger 

in 2018 - Marcelo, Luiz Gustavo, 
Paulinho, Willian, Neymar, Oscar 
and Bernard.

“We know this will be remem-
bered for a long time,” veteran 
defender Maicon said.

Striker Fred, who struggled the 
entire tournament and was loudly 
jeered when he was replaced in 
the second half on Tuesday, said 
“our lives will be marked by 
this.”

By Tom Withers 
AP Sports Writer

By Tales Azzoni 
AP Sports Writer
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FILE - In this Dec. 28, 2013 file photo, Cleveland Cavaliers’ Jarrett Jack (1) drives 
past Boston Celtics’ Phil Pressey (26) in the second quarter of an NBA basket-
ball game in Boston. A person familiar with the deals said the Cavaliers have 
agreed to trade Jack, swingman Sergey Karasev and center Tyler Zeller, moves 
that can help their pursuit of LeBron James by clearing salary cap space. The 
Cavs have agreements with the Brooklyn Nets and Boston Celtics, according 
to the person who spoke Wednesday, July 9, 2014, to The Associated Press. AP 
PhoTo/MIChAEL DWyEr, FILE

WRtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JACksOn’s uRBAn Rhythm AnD Blues 
stAtiOn plAyinG FAmiliAR FAVORites FROm the 70’s, 80’s AnD 90’s. tune 
in tO heAR Just the RiGht miX OF Blues AnD tODAy’s BiGGest hits. 
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INTERvIEw: BRIaN “asTRo” 
BRadlEy: “asTRoNomIcal KId” 
comEs of agE IN “EaRTh To Echo”

Brian “Astro” Bradley was 
born August 26, 1996 in Browns-
ville, Brooklyn where he started 
rapping at an early age. At 14, he 
successfully auditioned for Season 
1 of the reality-TV series “The X-
Factor” by performing a song he 
wrote, called “Stop Looking at My 
Moms.”

Astro finished 7th overall in the 
competition, whose judges includ-
ed Simon Cowell and Paula Ab-
dul, and was subsequently signed 
to a contract by Epic Records. 

Here, at 17, he talks about mak-
ing his acting debut as the narrator 
and co-star of Earth to Echo, a sci-
fi adventure very similar to E.T.

Kam Williams: Hi Astro. You 
know, I’m originally from Brook-
lyn, too. Bed-Stuy, around Eastern 
Parkway and Nostrand Avenue. 
Do you still live in Brownsville?

Astro: No, I live in Bed-Stuy.
KW: Cool! What interested you 

in making the jump from music to 
movies?

Astro: I haven’t abandoned mu-
sic. I’m still doing the music thing. 
I was 15 when I read the script for 
Earth to Echo. I thought it was 
amazing, and I couldn’t think of 
turning it down.

It’s awesome for a kid from 
Brooklyn to have an opportunity 

to be on the big screen. And 
I had a great experience 
learning what the movie 
business is like. So, I’m 
glad I did it.

KW: I loved Earth to 
Echo. It reminded me a lot 
of E.T., except with cell 
phones, texting slang and 
state-of-the-art gadgets like 
eyeglasses with video cam-
eras.

Astro: I think that was 
producer Andrew Panay‘s mis-
sion, to bring that nostalgic film 
back, but to update it with a 2014 
spin. 

KW: Larry Greenberg asks: Did 
director Dave Green give you any 
advice about how to act in front of 
the green screen opposite special 
effects that would be added later?

Astro: He gave all of us advice 
about ways we could portray our 
characters better. But as far as the 
special effects, I got more help 
from the visual effects team. It was 
definitely weird to act opposite 
emptiness, and later see the space 
filled on the screen by this little 
alien. 

KW: Lisa Loving says: Wow! I 
just love that music video of “Stop 
Looking at My Moms.” She asks: 
How does your mom feel about the 
song? 

Astro: I don’t want to seem like 
a jerk, but that song is so old. It’s 
from over five years ago now. 

KW: So, what’s going on with 
you musically, then? I know you 
have a new EP called “Computer 
Era” coming out.

Astro: Yeah, I’m going to put 
the EP out soon, though I’m not 
rushing it. I’m taking my time 
since I don’t have a due date. I’m 
going to drop the first video from 
it really soon, but I’m not going to 

say when. 
KW: At what age did you start 

rapping?
Astro: About 9, but I’ve been 

into music since I was 3. 
KW: Who would you say are 

primary musical influences?
Astro: The legends: Biggie… 

Nas… Jay-Z… Tupac… Snoop… 
Wu-Tang Clan... guys of that cali-
ber. 

KW: Children’s book author 
Irene Smalls asks: Do you enjoy 
watching sci-fi films? 

Astro: Yeah, but I really prefer 
comedies. And I recently started 
watching some kung fu movies 
like The 36 Chamber of Shaolin, 
which I enjoyed because of the 
symbolism and what it teaches 
you.

As far as science-fiction goes, 
I’d watched a few films, but now 
that we completed Earth to Echo, 
and I see how amazing it is, I plan 
to watch a lot more sci-fi.

KW: Have you seen any Bruce 
Lee karate films?  

Astro: Of course! Everybody 
watches Bruce Lee. That’s a leg-
end. He’s the man!

KW: What would you say is the 
main message of Earth to Echo? 

Astro: I think it represents 
friendship. Echo might be an alien, 
but it symbolizes something that 
brings you and your friends to-
gether. 

Echo just happens to be an alien, 
and it took all of us united to save 
him. We weren’t the coolest kids 
in the neighborhood, but when we 
came together on his behalf, we 
felt like giants who had conquered 
the world.  

KW: Irene has a follow-up: 
They didn’t focus on the fact that 
your character, Tuck, is black in 
the movie. So race wasn’t an issue. 

Did you enjoy that? 
Astro: Yeah, I never even 

thought about that. And I don’t 
think anybody else on the set ever 
focused on it either. It’s 2014, man! 

KW: The music maven Heather 
Covington question: What was the 
last song you listened to?  

Astro: I don’t want to sound 
corny, but the last song I listened to 
really was “88,” one of the songs 
on my upcoming EP.

KW: What’s your favorite dish 
to eat, then?

Astro: Probably stewed chicken 
or fried chicken.

KW: Stewed chicken? That’s 
right your mom’s Jamaican.

Astro: My whole family’s Ja-
maican, except for me. I like any 
type of West Indian food. 

 KW: When you look in the 
mirror, what do you see?

Astro: A young black male 
who’s going to take over the 
world. 

KW: If you could have one 
wish instantly granted, what 
would that be for? 

Astro: To be happy. I don’t 
have a desire for material things. 
As long as I’m happy, I’m good, 
man.

KW: The Ling-Ju Yen ques-
tion: What is your earliest child-
hood memory?

Astro: My earliest childhood 
memory? I remember seeing a 
demon when I was real young. 
I forget what age, but I was cer-
tainly under five. 

KW: The Viola Davis ques-
tion: What’s the biggest differ-
ence between who you are at 
home as opposed to the person 
we see on the red carpet?

Astro: Not much. I’m pretty 
much the same person. I’m just 
quieter at home listening to my 

music. Red carpets aren’t really 
my scene, so I try to get off the car-
pet as soon as possible. 

It’s cool doing it for Earth to 
Echo, but it’s weird doing the red 
carpet for other events when peo-
ple don’t know me, and I have to 
stand there while the fans are all 
screaming for someone behind 
me.  

KW: The Judyth Piazza ques-
tion: What key quality do you be-
lieve all successful people share?

Astro: Positive energy. When 
you think positively, you attract 
positive people. If I’m on a mis-
sion to be successful and I’m posi-
tive all the time, then more posi-
tive people will come around me, 
and we’ll help each other. 

If you’re negative, you’ll find 

yourself surrounded by nega-
tive people. That’s why guys like 
Jay-Z and other successful people 
strive. They’re positive and they 
attract other positive people who 
enable them to go further. 

KW: What advice do you have 
for anyone who wants to follow in 
your footsteps?

Astro: Don’t follow in my foot-
steps. Create your own path. And 
master your own craft, whatever it 
is - writer, actor, singer, rapper.… 
Make sure you spend time per-
fecting being you, and eventually 
you’ll succeed.

KW: Astro, best of luck with 
Earth to Echo.

Astro: Thank you very much, 
Kam. This has been an amazing 
interview. 

By Kam Williams
Interviewer
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Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Curl
2. Eagle’s nest
3. Loon-like seabird
4. Reverberate
5. Dales
6. Girl
7. Glasses
8. Usages
9. Fresh
15. Undergarment
19. Total
21. Violent outbreak
23. Greased
24. Wile
25. Scent
26. Soil
27. Father
28. Gofer
30. Ceases
32. Radiation dose

ACROSS 
1. Tail movement
4. Breakfast dish
10. Possessive pronoun
11. Part of a sentence
12. Unrefined metal
13. Aide
14. Hair ornament
16. Concord e.g.
17. Eye
18. Book of Samuel abbr.
20. Like
22. Canines
26. Swish
29. Boredom
31. Fairy King
33. Tell a tall tale
34. On ship
35. Annex
36. “Melts in your mouth” candy brand
37. New Jersey’s neighbor

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Bing Crosby

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Breaking away from the usual and doing
something different may be in the cards
this week!

The need to purchase a new pet this week
may have to be resisted but shouldn't be
ignored.

Traveling is what may be instore for you
this weekend.

Romance is in the air today but only if you
do it with decisiveness and clarity.

Watch what you say today! You probably
will not be able to take it back.

A peek into the near future can be both
entertaining and insightful today.

Many things you do this week may bring
out your more unique qualities!

You may learn this week that someone
close to you understands and is supportive
of your ways.

This week you may begin to meet new
friends and see a great movie together!

Your boss may notice your out of the box
ideas that no one else had mentioned.

Exploring new ways of expressing 
yourself this week will open up new
doors to better communication.

This week introducing fresh ways to
establish intimacy may begin to occur.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

Sheri Booker 
releases debut book 
‘Nine Years Under’

Too soon?: JB Smoove on using 
comedy to address tragedy

Kevin Garnett sued by neighbor; says 
B-baller lied about illegal renovation

Rosie O’Donnell returning to ‘The 
View’; Sarah Palin being considered

You might remember a few 
months back when we all in-
troduced you to Sheri Booker.

Booker is an award winning 
author. She was honored with 
an NAACP award in the cat-
egory of outstanding literary 
work from a debut author for 
her memoir titled “Nine Years 
Under” this past February 14. 

Sheri is a nominee for the 
13th annual Wright Legacy 
Award in the category of fic-
tion, nonfiction, and poetry.

Booker was only fifteen 
when she started working at 

Wylie Funeral Home in West 
Baltimore. She had no idea 
her summer job would become 
nine years of immersion into 
a hidden world. Reeling from 
the death of her beloved great 
aunt, Sheri found comfort in 
the funeral home and soon 
had the run of the place. With 
AIDS and gang violence 
threatening to wipe out a gen-
eration of black men, Wylie 
was never short on business.

As families came together 
to bury one of their own, 
Booker was privy to their 
most intimate moments of 

grief and despair.
But along with the 

sadness, Booker en-
countered moments of 
dark humor: brawls 
between mistresses 
and widows, and car 
crashes at McDonald’s 
with dead bodies in 
tow. 

While she never got over 
her terror of the embalming 
room, Booker learned to ex-
pect the unexpected and to 
never, ever cry.

“Nine Years Under” of-
fers readers an unbelievable 

glimpse into an industry in the 
backdrop of all our lives.

Follow Sheri on social me-
dia

Twitter:@sheribooker
www.nineyearsunder.com
www.sheribooker.com

The last thing a comic wants to 
ask an audience after joking about 
a recent horrific event is… “Too 
Soon?” If the crowd’s reaction 
prompts the question, usually the an-
swer is…“yes.”

The timing of such humor is 
tricky, admitted “Last Comic Stand-
ing” host and “Real Husbands of 
Hollywood” star JB Smoove.

“Comics are the only people who 
can go onstage after a tragedy and 
make light of it,” he told EURweb. 
“There’s a way of doing it clever and 
smart, [where] people are relieved 
and say, ‘Damn, I didn’t think about 
it like that. That’s funny,’ as opposed 
to someone who’s just abrasive for 
the hell of it.”

Oh boy. is Kevin Garnett‘s 
neighbor ever pissed at him.  
The neighbor is so mad that 
he’s suing the Brooklyn Nets 
center for ruining his ocean 
view.

The neighbor who owns the 
$3.5 mansion next door to 
Garnett is suing him for lying 
about his home’s renovation, 
which cost the neighbor his 
ocean view.

The neighbor is claiming 
the NBA baller’s home reno-
vation was illegal and deceiv-
ing.

He claimed Garnett was 
supposed to only do minor 
renovations to his home.

However, Garnett had elab-
orate construction done on 
his mansion starting back in 
2013.

But apparently, Garnett 

never ob-
tained the 
proper per-
mits to have 
the construc-
tion done on 
his $9.5 mil-
lion mansion.

The neigh-
bor said Gar-
nett purposely avoided the 
permits - lying about only do-
ing minor re-modeling instead 
of adding on to his home.

Garnett has reportedly re-
fused to “trim, prune and lace 
trees and foliage.” Therefore, 
his neighbor isn’t able to see 
the pacific. 

Well, at least the neighbor 
tried to reach out to KG. He 
tried to tell him how he felt 
about mansion blocking his 
view. He said KG and his wife 
could care less.

Could you imagine, Whoopi 
Goldberg, Rosie O’Donnell 
and Sarah Palin all at the Hot 
Topics table on “The View?”

According to rumors and re-
ports, this could very well be 
the new look when the show 
begins its new season in Sep-
tember.

TMZ is reporting that the 
left-leaning O’Donnell has just 
finished negotiations and will 
join Goldberg as the lone two 
confirmed co-hosts. She origi-
nally left the ABC program in 
2007 after a huge on-air fight 
with right-leaning co-host Elis-

abeth Hasselbeck.
TMZ said ABC will make 

the official announcement of 
Rosie’s return “shortly.”

Rosie’s hiring follows the 
departure of Barbara Walters 
from the program in May and 
the announcement that both 
Jenny McCarthy and Sherri 
Shepherd are leaving.

Meanwhile, ET is reporting 
that Palin is in early discussions 
to be on the show, but she is 
just one of many being consid-
ered. Some on the production 
believe she might be too polar-
izing for the daytime talk show 
audience.

Booker

JB Smoove

Garnett

PalinO’Donnell

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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July 9 - 15, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE 

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAK

PER  LB.

$899

FRESH  SLICED

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH

WHOLE
FRYER

PER  LB.

$100
FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
&  THIGHS
FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$119

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$279

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$319

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

BOTTOM  ROUND
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$379

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CUBED  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE
OIL

GALLON  JUG

$599

SAVE  ON

COCA PRODUCTS
6  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTL.

4/$10
SAVE  ON

SPARKLE
PAPER  TOWELS

8  ROLL  PKG.

$499

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  FRESH  LARGE

EGGS
DOZEN ...................................... 

$139

BLUE  BONNET  REG.  OR  LIGHT

MARGARINE
16  OZ. .....................................

 79¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  INDIVIDUALLY  WRAPPED

CHEESE
12  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$4
BORDEN  CHUNK  OR  SHREDDED   

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  ................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ORANGE

JUICE
GALLON  PLASTIC ........................... 

$299

FRESH  FROZEN  SELECT  VARIETIES

VEGETABLES
2  LB. ........................................

$247

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  PANCAKE  & 

WAFFLES
10 - 12 CT. .................................. 

3/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  JUMBO

BISCUITS
16  OZ. ...................................... 

$147

MARY  B'S  FROZEN

BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ. ................................. 

$269

SELECT  FROZEN  TYSON

CHICKEN
22 - 28  OZ. ................................. 

$699

ASSORTED  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

PIZZAS
5.2  OZ. ..................................... 

4/$3

piggly wiggly

SWEET  GEORGIA

PEACHES
PER  LB.

99¢

SWEET GEORGIA

CANTALOUPES
EACH

2/$5
LARGE  RIPE

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

$100

FRESH  FANCY  YELLOW

SQUASH  OR  ZUCCHINI
PER  LB.

$119

FRESH 

VIDALIA  ONIONS
3  LB.

$199

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


