
As the 2014 Legislative Session 
entered its second day, the Missis-
sippi Municipal League (MML) 
brought over 30 Mississippi mayors 
to Jackson, Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2014, 
in their effots to pass the Citizens 
for Economic Development Act 
(CEDA).

According to Quincy Mukoro, 
MML director of public and govern-
mental affairs, “More mayors from 
all across the state would have been 
here but their busy, often multiple, 
roles would not allow them to get 
away from their cities.”

CEDA would enable cities to im-
pose a 1% sales tax increase for the 
funding of a capital project once it 
has been approved by at least 60 per-
cent of the voters via a referendum. 
The project must be specified on the 
ballot, and the additional tax would 
end upon completion of the funding 
of that project.

Hattiesbrug Mayor Johnny Du-
press attended and said, “This leg-
islature has to approve for us the 
opportunity for any city to go to the 
citizens for a referendum vote, just 
like Jackson is doing now.

“As soon as the state legislature 
gives us the authority to go back to 
our electorate, we could have this 
referendum as early as the Novem-
ber 2014 elections.”

Dupree said the MML mem-
bers will work diligently to get this 
pushed through the Mississippi State 
Senate and House. “We hope they 
look favorably upon letting the citi-

zens have the opportunity to deter-
mine their own fate, which the 1% 
sales tax referendum does.”

MML President and Ellisville 
Mayor Tim Waldrup stated, “The 
cities and towns of Mississippi are 
facing critical infrastructure needs 
and need a way to generate rev-
enue for these improvements. Ulti-
mately, CEDA would allow a city 
to make improvements that could 
attract more economic development 
projects to our communities, which 
could help create much needed jobs 
for our state.”

Mayor Tommy Irwin of Corinth is 
the 2014 MML Legislative chairman. 
“No longer should state government 
stand in the way of citizens having 
the right to determine the future of 
their communities,” declared Irwin.

The Mississippi Municipal 
League also supports the city of 
Jackson in its January 14 election to 
implement a local option sales tax to 
help fund much-needed infrastruc-
ture improvements.

The city of Jackson was success-
ful in getting legislation passed in 
2009 that would allow them to hold 
the referendum asking citizens to 
approve up to a 1 cent sales tax in-
crease. 

Jed Oppenheim was 
sworn in as the new-
est board member for 
Jackson Public Schools, 
Tuesday, Jan. 7, replac-
ing outgoing board 
member Dr. George 
Schimmel. He then 
joined and participated 
in the regular board 
meeting at 5:30 p.m.

Oppenheim, appoint-
ed by Mayor Chokwe 
Lumunba, joins six others on the 
board - Monica Gilmore-Love, presi-
dent; Linda F. Rush, vice president; 
Timothy D. Collins, secretary; and 
members Kisiah W. Nolan, Otha 
Burton Jr. and Beneta D. Burt.

Jackson Municipal Court Judge 
June Hardwick presided over the 
swearing in, with Oppenheim’s fi-
ancee Harriett Johnson by his side. 
Johnson works for the ACLU Juve-
nile Justice program and met Oppen-
heim who worked at the same pro-
gram for the Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC). Their wedding date 
is set in April 2014.

Oppenheim leaves his position at 
SPLC, where he focused on “children 
at risk.” And according to his SPLC 
profile, he also assisted in organizing 
campaigns that addressed “harsh dis-
cipline practices pushing children out 
of Mississippi’s public schools.”

He also worked on “unconstitu-
tional conditions in the state’s juve-
nile detention facilities, and assisted 
in human and civil rights campaigns 
in the U.S., South Africa and Indone-
sia.”

He earned a master’s degree at 
Columbia University in international 
education development.

Municipal Court Judge June Hardwick swears 
in JPS board member Jed Oppenheim as his 
fiancée Harriett Johnson looks on. PHOTO BY 
AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Hattiesburg Mayor Dupree and 
Magee Mayor Jimmy Clyde
PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
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According to the AccuWeath-
er.com reports, as the coldest air 
in 20 years surged into major 
population centers in the United 
States, many eyebrows were 
raised over its rare cause: the 
positioning of the polar vortex.

A polar vortex is a large pock-
et of very cold air, typically the 
coldest air in the Northern hemi-
sphere, which sits over the polar 
region during the winter season.

The frigid air found its way 
into the United States when the 
polar vortex was pushed south, 
reaching southern Canada, the 
northern plains, midwest, north-
eastern and southern portions of 
the United States.

“This is why we’ve had such 
extreme cold,” expert Meteo-
rologist Brett Anderson said. 
“The polar vortex moves around 
at times during the course of the 

winter, but rarely do you see it 
get pushed this far south.”

A large, powerful high pres-
sure system originating in the 
Eastern Pacific stretched to the 
North Pole, shoving the vortex 
farther south than is typical. 
“These high pressure systems 
can reach Alaska, but it is not 
typical to stretch all the way to 
the North Pole,” Anderson said.

The vortex caused tempera-
tures as low as minus 30 degrees 
Fahrenheit in the plains and in 
the negative 20s and negative 
teens farther into the Midwest.

According to Anderson, the 
high pressure system, paired 
with the extensive snow cover 
over southern Canada and the 
northern United States, allowed 
the air to stay very cold.

When the strong air from the 
Eastern Pacific weakens and 
falls apart, the polar vortex will 
retreat and go back into place 
near the North Pole. Until then, 

temperatures across the northern 
Plains and Midwest continued to 
be life-threateningly cold, shat-
tering some all-time low record 
highs.

The cold was extreme enough 
to close schools, threaten fro-
zen pipes and cause significant 
flight delays [up to 2,000 a day 
in some news reports]. Numer-
ous record lows fell as the cold 
gripped the region Tuesday, Jan. 
7, and some were records set 
more than 100 years ago.

RECORD LOWS: 
4 degrees F in New York 

City’s Central Park; old record 
for the date was 6 degrees F 
which was set back in 1896. The 
AccuWeather RealFeel® (wind 
chill) temperature fell below 20 
below zero F Tuesday morning, 
Jan 7.

4 degrees F in Philadelphia; 
old record for the date was 7 de-
grees F which was set in 1988. 
The AccuWeather RealFeel® 

temperature reached as low as 
25 below zero F Tuesday morn-
ing.

13 degrees below zero F in 
Dubois, Pennsylvania; old re-
cord for the date was 5 degrees 
below zero F which was set in 
1988. The AccuWeather Real-
Feel® temperature plunged to 
45 below zero F Tuesday morn-
ing.

8 degrees below zero F in 
Zanesville, Ohio; old record 
for the date was 3 below zero F 
which was set in 1968. The Ac-
cuWeather RealFeel® tempera-
ture hit as low as 36 below zero 
F Tuesday morning.

6 degrees F in Dover, Del.; 
old record for the date was 10 
degrees F which was set in 1988. 
The AccuWeather RealFeel® 
temperature dropped to 24 be-
low zero F Tuesday morning.

JPS newest board member, 
appointed by Lumumba, sworn 
in at first meeting of 2014

Mississippi municipalities 
seeking legislation to hold 1% 

sales tax referendum

Causing brutal weather extremes in all 50 states…

The polar 
vortex 
explained

Photo of the Week
100 Black Men of Jackson reaches new heights

The New Year’s Eve gala for the 100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc. was reinforced with the Hinds County Sheriff’s Office Reserve as they 
gathered at the King Edward Hotel in downtown Jackson, Dec. 31, 2013 before starting the new year of mentoring for disadvantaged 
youth. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

100 Black Men
See more photos on page 14

Municipal Election Tues., Jan.14 
Remember to Vote!

By Jillian MacMath, staff writer 
and Meghan Evans, meteorologist 
AccuWeather.com

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Polar Vortex
Continued on page 5

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
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Jackson, Mississippi is a city on its way upward.  It has always been 
my position that, The People, collectively, must determine the direction 
of our journey to success. “One City, One Aim, One Destiny” is not 
merely a catch phrase. This philosophy reflects the progress of a united 
community which can be achieved by moving in one direction.  Ulti-
mately, in order for Jackson to move forward, we must travel this road 
together. As voters we have the collective power to transform our quality 
of life and the condition of this road.

On January 14, 2014 you will have the power to play a leading role in 
the renewal of the city’s infrastructure and economic revitalization. We 
are building Jackson UPWARD from WITHIN. The Local Option will 
be the most significant investment in the history of Jackson’s infrastruc-
ture. According to the Department of Revenue, an estimated $15 million 
will be generated annually and used specifically for the cost of road and 
street reconstruction and resurfacing projects; costs of water, sewer, and 
drainage improvements.

The condition and sustainability of our roads, water, and drainage have 
a direct impact on the quality of life of our citizens, as well as the eco-
nomic development of the City of Jackson.  We want to create jobs for 
all Jacksonians.  The employment necessary to repair our infrastructure 
will provide opportunities.    Additionally, improved infrastructure and 
roads will attract new businesses.  Finally, as it relates to public safety, 
it is our desire to see a decline in criminal activity with the increase of 
employment of our citizens.   

As a concerned citizen of the Capital City, you have a right to know 
how these funds will be monitored and distributed. According to law, 
the revenue generated from the special sales tax must be spent in ac-
cordance to the master plan, which is currently being developed by the 
City’s Public Works Department.  

Over the past three weeks we have traveled across the city hosting 
community meetings, visiting neighborhood and homeowners’ associa-
tion meetings, churches and speaking with all media outlets to share our 
plans to improve infrastructure.  I invite you to get involved and learn 
more on how the local option will improve our city’s infrastructure. Ad-
ditionally, look to our website www.jacksonms.gov, our official Twitter 
account (@CityOfJxn601) and Facebook page (City of Jackson – So-
cially Connected) in the next few weeks for more information about the 
local option and other important city matters. 

Jackson, Mississippi is a city on the rise. To build a city of the future 
today, we can no longer kick the can down the road.  The road to that 
future is in our hands and right now we have the means to pave the way 
to our own destiny. On January 14, this can be the most significant step 
to-date in making our vision of Jackson our reality. 

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba
City of Jackson
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One of Jackson’s biggest 
events is set to hit the streets of 
downtown Jackson Saturday, 
Jan. 11, as the 7th Annual Mis-
sissippi Blues Marathon pre-
sented by Blue Cross & Blue 
Shield of Mississippi takes off 
“running” from the Mississip-
pi Museum of Art Garden. 

The expanded race will 
host 3,500 runners from all 50 
states and around the world for 
the marathon, half-marathon 
and marathon relay. And more 
than 2,200 kids ages 5-13 are 
registered to take part in the 
Kids’ One-Mile Fun Run. 

The race day festivities be-
gin at 7 a.m. when the mara-
thon, half-marathon and relay 
races start at the corner of 
East Pascagoula and South 
Lamar in downtown Jackson. 
The Kids’ One-Mile Fun Run 
follows with a start from the 
same location at 8 a.m. Every-
one is encouraged to come out 
and cheer on the runners of all 
ages.

“We’re extremely excited 
about this year’s race and look 
forward to hosting so many 
visitors in the Capitol city,” 
said race director John Noblin. 
“This is a year of many firsts 
for us. It’s the first year we will 

have the start and finish areas 
at the Art Garden, and it’s also 
the first year we will have run-
ners from all 50 states.

“We also expect a huge 
turnout for the Kids’ One-Mile 
Fun Run. Runners will also 
enjoy a modified course this 
year, which was fine-tuned 
based on runner feedback and 
additional race logistics.”

This year’s phenomenal 
growth in the Kids’ One-Mile 
Fun Run is credited to the first 
ever Get Ready to Run pro-
gram, which was offered to 
schools in Hinds, Madison and 
Rankin counties for the fall 
school semester.

The curriculum, developed 
by Blue Cross & Blue Shield 
of Mississippi health and well-
ness experts in cooperation 
with the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education’s Office 
of Healthy Schools, provided 
guidance for physical educa-
tion teachers to introduce stu-
dents to running through seven 
health and wellness lessons 
and regular guided lap days. 

Twenty-nine schools took 
part in the program reaching 
more than 13,000 students. 
“We’ve had the pleasure to 
work with these schools and 
their students as they prepared 
for the Kids’ One-Mile Fun 

Run,” said Sheila Grogan, of 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of 
Mississippi. 

“We’ve gone out to the 
schools and run with the stu-
dents. And we think it’s a great 
way to encourage the kids to 
be physically active. We hope 
we’re inspiring a future gen-
eration of runners.”

Race weekend events begin 
Thursday, Jan. 9, at the Blues 
Expo, which will take place 
downtown at the Jackson Con-
vention Complex. Expo hours 
are 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday 
and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 10. 

The Expo is open to the pub-
lic and will feature live enter-
tainment. Vendors will also be 
onsite to sell a variety of goods 
ranging from health and nutri-
tion items, Mississippi spe-
cialty items and running gear. 

On Saturday, the Art Garden 
will feature live blues music 
until 2 p.m. and activities for 
children until 11 a.m. That 
evening, the Blues Crawl will 
feature live music at venues 
around Jackson.

For more information 
about race weekend activi-
ties, including course maps 
and entertainment schedules, 
visit www.msbluesmarathon.
com. 

Led by Gov. Phil Bryant, 
Mississippi’s aggressive ef-
forts to create jobs and attract 
new investment produced 
significant results, with 2013 
more than doubling the jobs 
and investment generated in 
the state in the previous year.

Projects supported by the 
Mississippi Development Au-
thority (MDA) over the past 
year created 6,265 new jobs 
for the state’s workers and 
more than $1.03 billion in new 
investments. 

In 2012, state-assisted proj-
ects accounted for 2,664 new 
jobs and $455,560,000 in new 
investment.

“Since taking office, I have 
made improving Mississip-
pi’s economy a top priority,” 
Bryant said. “That includes 
building a pro-business envi-
ronment, attracting new invest-
ments and working to grow ex-
isting businesses.

“Our hard work is paying 
off. This year has proven to be 
a strong year for economic de-
velopment in Mississippi, and 
it shows that our economy is 
gaining strength and that Mis-
sissippi has created one of the 
top locations in the country for 
business - something that lo-
cal, national and international 
companies are noticing and 
acting upon.”

The governor added, “I am 
grateful to the team at MDA 

for helping Mississippi attract 
a long list of new business in 
the last year, while also assist-
ing the state’s existing busi-
nesses expand their operations.

“This is only the beginning 
for Mississippi; we are com-
mitted to making sure 2014 
is another successful year for 
economic development and job 
creation in the state.”

In 2013, the state’s automo-
tive industry saw significant 
growth with several new high-
profile announcements and ex-
pansions. In April, executives 
from Yokohama Tire Corpora-
tion announced the company 
would locate a commercial 
truck tire plant in West Point. 

This project will initially 
create 500 new jobs and $300 
million in new investment. Fu-
ture potential expansions are 
expected to increase employ-
ment at the facility to 2,000 
and increase the corporate in-
vestment to more than $1 bil-
lion. 

In the automotive industry, 
in July, Nissan announced and 
broke ground on its first North 
American Supplier Park in 
Canton, a $50 million invest-
ment that supports 800 new 
jobs for the area’s workforce.

Germany-based Feuer Pow-
ertrain GmbH announced in 
September it would locate a 
$140 million crankshaft manu-
facturing facility in Tunica, 
a project that will create 300 
new jobs. 

And in November, Toyota 
Boshoku Mississippi an-
nounced an expansion at its 
Mantachie facility to increase 
its component production for 
the new Corolla and another 
regional equipment manufac-
turer. That project included a 
$21 million corporate invest-
ment and created 180 new jobs.

2013’s first good news came 
in January from existing Mis-
sissippi aerospace corporate 
partner, Aurora Flight Scienc-
es, as the company announced 
it would build a 30,000-square-
foot facility at the Golden Tri-
angle Regional Airport in Co-
lumbus, investing $17 million 
and creating 250 jobs. 

Also in 2013, Raytheon 
Space and Airborne Systems 
announced an expansion at 
its Forest location to accom-
modate new contracts and an-
ticipated future growth. The 
project creates 150 new jobs 
and represents a $100 million 
corporate investment.

MDA Executive Director 
Brent Christensen said, “While 
the large manufacturing an-
nouncements are exciting 
and important in building our 
economy, the expansion proj-
ects announced by our exist-
ing businesses, both large and 
small, are critical to the overall 
health and diversity of Missis-
sippi’s business climate. Our 
goal is to continue down this 
road of successful growth in 
2014.”

7th Annual Mississippi Blues 
marathon and half-marathon to 
see largest field of runners yet 

Mississippi received more than 
6,200 new jobs, $1.03 billion in 
private sector investment

2013 state project recap … With 3,500 runners from all 
50 states and around the world...

From BlueCross  BlueShield of 
Mississippi

By Tammy Craft
Special to The Mississippi Link

MOSS POINT - The day he was 
sworn in to the Mississippi State 
House, Jeramey Anderson of Moss 
Point turned 22. Several relatives 
were at the Capitol that day, Friday, 
Dec. 6, 2013, to watch Anderson 
take his oath as a state representative. 

Mississippi’s youngest legislator 
will be balancing education with 
legislation - he’s still finishing his fi-
nal year at Tulane University’s Gulf 
Coast campus in Biloxi, where he 
is studying homeland security and 
public relations.

The dean is supportive and the 
university plans to work with him 
in online classwork from January 
to August, while the Legislature is 
in session, Anderson told The Sun 

Herald.
“I’m going to do what needs to be 

done,” Anderson said. “The people 
of this district come first, and I will 
manage the two.”

He is the youngest person to serve 
in the Mississippi Legislature since 
Democrat Dirk Dedeaux of Perkin-
ston was sworn into the House in 
January 1996 at age 23. Dedeaux 
served until January 2012.

Anderson won a special election 
runoff Nov. 26 in District 110 in the 
coastal Jackson County. He succeed-
ed former Rep. Billy Broomfield, 
who was elected mayor of Moss 
Point during the summer.

He defeated former Moss Point 
Mayor Aneice Liddell with nearly 
61 percent of the vote. Liddell had 
the local Democratic Party’s back-

ing, even though Anderson led five 
candidates in the first election or the 
Nov. 5 primary.

Anderson said he’ll be listen-
ing to local residents. During his 
campaign, he said, they always had 
ideas of how to deal with issues they 
brought up.

“My goal is to bring all these con-
cerns together and all these solutions 
together and sort out the best way to 
fix the problems we‘re facing,” he 
said. “My vote is going to be the vote 
of my constituents, not of myself.”

Anderson got interested in politics 
as a sophomore at Moss Point High 
School and was class president for 
three years. He sees education - and 
getting more money for it - as a top 
issue.

“We focus too highly on standard-

ized testing,” he 
said. “We teach 
students to mem-
orize the answers 
to specific ques-
tions and ideas; 
but what we don’t 
teach them is how 
is it they got those 
answers. We need 
to get back to the 
foundation of un-
derstanding why 
things are what 
they are.”

After graduat-
ing from Moss 
Point High in 
2010, he attended 
Pearl River Com-
munity College on a soccer scholar-
ship and earned an associate degree 
in criminal justice.

Learning to navigate the mostly 
Republican state legislature as a 
freshman Democrat will be an edu-
cation in itself. Dedeaux, who was 22 
when he was elected and 23 when he 
was sworn in to the House in 1996, 
had this advice: “The legislative pro-
cess is a learning process,” he said.

Dedeaux, who narrowly lost an 
election for a fourth term in 2012, 
compared committee assignments 
to college courses. “There’s so much 
you have to become familiar with to 
be knowledgeable about the system, 
to be able to pass judgment on the is-
sues that are before you. 

“My advice would be to devote 
a great number of hours to learning 
the process and learning the subject 
matter.”

Anderson told The Washington 
Post, “I was going to stick to munici-
pal government, but in my opinion, 
it’s go big or go home” - thus his de-
cision to go for a state level office at 
such a young age. 

“I felt that with that position open-
ing up…, my service would be better 
in that capacity than in a local posi-
tion.”

Although he will be entering a 
majority Republican branch, Ander-
son said he is more interested in bi-
partisanship. “I’ve had contact with 
several Republicans locally. And 
everybody in general is just excited 
to have a different perspective in the 
House.

“I don’t see party lines. I want to 
do what’s best for my district and 
do what’s best for this state, before I 
see an R or a D behind somebody’s 
name.”

Anderson is the son of Jennifer 
and Joe Anderson and grandson of 
Fannie and the late Alton Joseph Sr. 
His grandmother, Fannie Joseph, 
recalled early signs of his instinct to 
give back.

“When he was very young in ele-
mentary school, I felt he was going to 
do something to help people,” Joseph 
said in an interview with USA Today.

At age 16, he founded a non-profit 
organization aimed at mentoring 
young boys, dedicated to serving as 
a mentoring organization to young 
boys ages 11-18. Now, he serves as 
the program’s president/CEO. His 
persuasive smile, and passion have 
drawn some of the most wonderful 
people and supporters to the Purple 
Knights Movement.

Anderson has an array of leader-
ship positions under his belt, includ-
ing serving as the 2010 Youth of the 
Year for the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Jackson County and 1st runner up 
for the State of Mississippi Youth of 
the Year. He was published in Who’s 
Who Among Outstanding American 
Students.

As Youth of the Year, he created a 
fundraiser “Hearts for Haiti” to send 
funds and donations to the earth-
quake victims there.

The young legislator has three 
goals that are the driving forces be-
hind his ambitions and success in re-
gards to youth: “making a difference 
in the lives of kids”; “empowering 
young males to reach their high-
est potential”; and “inspiring young 
males to believe in education in or-
der to succeed in life.”

According to Ballotpedia.org, as 
of January 2014, nine special elec-
tions were held for the Mississippi 
State Legislature in 2013 to fill va-
cancies in Mississippi State Senate 
Districts 16 and 28, and Mississippi 
House of Representatives Districts 5, 
11, 36, 55, 59, 96 and 110.

To follow Anderson, visit www.
JerameyAnderson.com or call his 
office at (855) 537-2639. 

Jeramey Anderson, 22, youngest 
member of Mississippi State House
The Associated Press

Jeramey Anderson of Moss Point, the newest member of the Mississippi House of Represen-
tatives is joined by family and Speaker of the House Phillip Gunn (far left) Dec. 6. CouRTeSy 
PHoTo/MiSSiSSiPPi LeGiSLATuRe
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BAGHDAD - Iraq’s prime min-
ister urged Fallujah residents Jan 6 
to expel al-Qaida militants to avoid 
an all-out battle in the besieged 
city, a sign that the government 
could be paving the way for an im-
minent military push in an attempt 
to rout hard-line Sunni insurgents 
challenging its territorial control 
over the western approaches to 
Baghdad.

The militants’ seizure of Fal-
lujah and parts of nearby Ramadi, 
once bloody battlegrounds for U.S. 
troops, has marked the most direct 
challenge to Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki’s government since the 
departure of American forces two 
years ago. Both the U.S. and its 
longtime rival Iran view the esca-
lating conflict with alarm, with nei-
ther wanting to see al-Qaida take 
firmer root inside Iraq. Washington 
has ruled out sending in American 
troops but recently delivered doz-
ens of Hellfire missiles to help bol-
ster Iraqi forces.

Tehran signaled Jan. 6 that it is 
willing to follow suit, saying it is 
ready to help Iraq battle al-Qaida 
“terrorists” by sending military 
equipment and advisers should 
Baghdad ask for it. It is unclear 
whether Baghdad would take up 
the Iranian offer, made by Gen. 
Mohammad Hejazi, the Iranian 
Army deputy chief-of-staff, in 
comments to Iranian state media. 
He ruled out the sending of ground 
troops across the border.

Any direct Iranian help would 
exacerbate sectarian tensions fuel-
ing Iraq’s conflict, as Iraqi Sunnis 
accuse Tehran of backing what 
they say are their Shiite-led gov-
ernment’s unfair policies against 
them. Iran has the power to sway 
al-Maliki’s political fortunes ahead 
of upcoming elections through its 
deep ties to Iraq’s major Shiite fac-
tions, which have dominated gov-
ernment offices and security forces 
since the U.S.-led invasion toppled 
Iran’s arch-foe Saddam Hussein in 
2003.

Iraqi government troops have 
surrounded Fallujah, which was 
overrun by fighters from al-Qaida’s 
Iraq branch last week. The city is 
just 40 miles (65 kilometers) west 
of the Iraqi capital, Baghdad. It is 
located in the vast Sunni-dominat-
ed and largely desert province of 
Anbar, which borders Syria, where 
al-Qaida-linked groups are among 
the most formidable fighters among 
the rebels trying to topple President 
Bashar Assad.

Al-Maliki did not say how he 
expects Fallujah residents and 
pro-government tribesmen to push 
out the militants. In his message, 
broadcast over state TV, he also 
urged Iraqi troops to avoid target-
ing residential areas. Dozens of 
families have begun fleeing Fal-
lujah to nearby towns, crammed in 
cars loaded with their belongings.

Ahmed Ali, an Iraq researcher at 
the Washington-based Institute for 
the Study of War, cautioned that a 
military assault on Fallujah would 
likely lead to civilian casualties and 
“possibly invoke other violent trib-
al responses.” It could also give al-
Qaida a chance to launch attacks in 
other parts of the country given the 
concentration of forces in Anbar.

“It is important to recognize that 
(al-Qaida) cannot be decisively 
defeated in Anbar. The (Iraqi mili-
tary) presence in Anbar is there-
fore likely to be long-term, which 
increases the opportunities for (al-
Qaida) to exert control elsewhere 
in Iraq,” he wrote.

The Iraqi al-Qaida group, known 
as the Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant, also took control of most 
parts of the Anbar provincial capi-
tal of Ramadi last week.

Iraqi troops have been trying to 
dislodge the militants from the two 
cities. On Sunday, fighting pitting 
the militant extremists against gov-
ernment forces and allied tribes-
men in Anbar killed dozens of 
people, including 22 soldiers, 10 
civilians and an unknown number 
of militants.

U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry said Jan 5 that Washington 
was “very, very concerned” by the 
recent fighting but would not send 
in American troops. Col. Steve 
Warren, a Pentagon spokesman, 
said Jan. 6 that the U.S. is expedit-
ing the delivery of 10 Scan Eagle 
drones and 100 Hellfire missiles, 
and expects they will get to Iraq in 
the spring. He said the U.S. is not 
participating in any mission plan-
ning.

Fallujah residents said clashes 
continued into Jan. 6 along the 
main highway that links Baghdad 
with neighboring Syria and Jordan.

Al-Qaida fighters and their sup-
porters maintained control of the 
city center, spreading out over the 
streets and surrounding govern-
ment buildings. Al-Qaida black 
flags have been seen on govern-
ment and police vehicles captured 
by the militants during the clashes.

The Anbar Military Command 
reported that Iraqi forces killed an 
unspecified number of militants 
by firing on their vehicles from 
the air over the village of Karma, 

near Fallujah. Fighters from a pro-
government Sunni militia killed six 
militants in a firefight outside Fal-
lujah on Jan. 6, a police officer said.

Sporadic clashes erupted in 
some parts of Ramadi too, accord-
ing to residents. The Anbar provin-
cial government said three rockets 
struck the military operations com-
mand center there.

All residents in Anbar talked to 
The Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity, fearing for their 
safety.

Lt. Gen. Rasheed Fleih, who 
leads the Iraqi army’s Anbar Mili-
tary Command, told state TV that 
“two to three days” are needed to 
push the militants out of Fallujah 
and parts of Ramadi.

Also Jan 6, militants in a speed-
ing car attacked an Iraqi army 
checkpoint in the mainly Sunni 
Baghdad suburb of Abu Ghraib, 
which is near Anbar, killing two 
soldiers and wounding four others, 
according to a police officer and a 
medical official. All officials spoke 
on condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to talk to 
media.

The latest unrest in Anbar began 
on Dec. 28, when Iraqi security 
forces arrested a Sunni lawmaker 
sought on terrorism charges. Two 
days later, the government dis-
mantled a months-old, anti-govern-
ment Sunni protest camp, sparking 
clashes with militants.

Sectarian tensions in Iraq have 
been coming to a head for months, 
however. Violence spiked after the 
government staged a deadly crack-
down on a Sunni protest camp last 
April. Militants have also targeted 
civilians, particularly in Shiite ar-
eas of Baghdad, with waves of co-
ordinated car bombings and other 
deadly attacks.

According to the United Na-
tions, Iraq had the highest annual 
death toll in 2013 since the worst 
of the sectarian bloodletting began 
to subside in 2007. The U.N. said 
violence killed 8,868 last year.

Schreck reported from Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. Associated 
Press writers Qassim Abdul-Zahra 
in Baghdad, Ali Akbar Dareini in 
Tehran, Iran, and Lolita C. Baldor 
in Washington contributed to this 
report.

NATIONAL

Iraq calls on Fallujah 
residents to expel Al-qaida

WASHINGTON - Even as 
his health care law divided 
the nation, President Barack 
Obama’s first term produced 
historically low growth in 
health costs, government ex-
perts said in a new report Mon-
day, Jan. 6.

While the White House sees 
hard-won vindication, it’s too 
early to say if the four-year 
trend that continued through 
2012 is a lasting turnaround 
that Obama can claim as part 
of his legacy.

For the second year in a row, 
the U.S. economy grew faster 
in 2012 than did national health 
care spending, according to 
nonpartisan economic experts 
at the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.

That’s an important statis-
tic. In most years, health care 
spending grows more rap-
idly than the economy, like 
bills that rise faster than your 
paycheck. That cost pressure 
steadily undermines employer 
insurance as well as govern-
ment programs like Medicare 
and Medicaid. But the pattern 
slowed starting in 2009, and 
then appears to have reversed 
ever so slightly and tenuously.

“Have we turned the corner 
in a sustainable way? That’s 
still an open question,” said 
economist Robert Reischauer, 
who serves as a public trustee 
overseeing Medicare and So-
cial Security financing. “But I 
am more optimistic than I have 
ever been that fundamental 
changes are under way.” For 
example, even though baby 
boomers are joining Medi-
care in record numbers, that 
program’s costs are basically 
stable when measured on a 
per-patient basis, Reischauer 
noted.

Nonetheless, America still 
spends a whole lot. Monday’s 
report found that the nation’s 
health care tab reached $2.8 
trillion in 2012, the latest year 
available. Health care account-
ed for 17.2 percent of the econ-
omy, down from 17.3 percent 
in 2011.

Total spending averaged 
$8,915 for every man, woman 
and child, well above the level 
in other advanced economies. 
But more spending doesn’t 
equate to better health. By 
many health measures, other 
countries are ahead.

Also, the per-capita dollar 
amount doesn’t tell the full sto-
ry. In any given year, most of 
the spending goes for the sick-
est patients, a small fraction of 
the population.

The report said Obama’s 
health care law had only had 
a “minimal impact” on over-

all spending. It contributed 
less than 0.1 percent to rising 
costs from 2010-2012, the au-
thors said. That will change 
this year when the law’s big 
coverage expansion for the un-
insured is expected to increase 
U.S. health spending by about 
6 percent.

Whether that starts a return 
to the old pattern of faster 
growth remains to be seen. The 
White House does not believe 
that will happen.

“There will be a temporary, 
one-year increase as those folks 
are brought into the system, 
but there is very reason to be-
lieve that the trend of slowing 
growth rates per beneficiary 
will continue into the future,” 
said Jason Furman, chairman 
of the president’s Council of 
Economic Advisers.

“It’s increasingly clear as 
each year of data comes out 
and the slowdown persists that 
there is also something struc-
tural going on, and the Afford-
able Care Act is contributing,” 
he added.

The report said it’s too early 
to discern where things might 
be headed next. In the past, 
health care spending has sta-
bilized two to three years after 
an economic recession, only 
to resume its upward track as 
consumers regain confidence. 
More evidence is needed be-
fore concluding that there’s 
been a structural break in the 
relationship between the health 
sector and the overall econo-
my, the authors said in an ar-
ticle published in the journal 
Health Affairs.

Below the topline figures, 
spending grew faster in some 
areas and more slowly in oth-
ers, making it more difficult to 
piece the puzzle together.

Spending for hospital care 
and doctors’ services grew 
more rapidly.

So did out-of-pocket spend-
ing by individuals. That re-
flects the trend of employers 
increasing annual deductibles 

and copayments to shift a 
greater share of medical costs 
directly on to employees and 
their families.

Spending on prescription 
drugs barely increased, reflect-
ing an unusual circumstance 
in which patent protection 
expired for major drugs like 
Lipitor, Plavix and Singulair. 
Generic drugs accounted for an 
ever-increasing share of pre-
scriptions.

Medicare spending grew 
more slowly, reflecting a one-
time cut in payments to nursing 
homes and some of the spend-
ing reductions in Obama’s 
health care law. Spending per 
Medicare recipient grew by 0.7 
percent in 2012, down from 2.5 
percent in 2011.

Spending for private insur-
ance also grew more slowly, 
reflecting the shift to high-de-
ductible plans that offer lower 
premiums.

Part of the good news for 
2012 reflected a statistical 
revision that the Commerce 
Department adopted last year, 
resulting in a more robust es-
timate of Gross Domestic 
Product. Without that change, 
health care spending would 
have approached 18 percent 
of the economy. The report’s 
authors said that they updated 
statistics going back to the 
1960s to account for the new 
GDP methodology.

No matter which party con-
trols the White House, it would 
be good for the country to get 
health care costs under control, 
said economist Douglas Holtz-
Eakin, a former Congressional 
Budget Office director and an 
adviser to Republicans. He’s 
not convinced.

“In the 1990s we had four 
straight years of very low 
growth, and then it disap-
peared,” said Holtz-Eakin.

“I think the jury is still out 
on where we end up,” he add-
ed. “But it’s a very interesting 
set of data, and one that every-
body is staring at.”

U.S. marks four straight 
years of slowing health costs

Graphic shows U.S. health spending trend; 2c x 3 inches; 96.3 mm x 76 mm;

Mourners carry the coffin of an Iraqi soldier who was killed during the clashes 
in Ramadi, during his funeral procession in the Shiite holy city of Najaf, 100 
miles (160 kilometers) south of Baghdad, Iraq, Monday, Jan. 6, 2014

By Sinan Salaheddin 
and Adam Schreck 
The Associated Press

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 
The Associated Press
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3 degrees F in Baltimore, 
Md.; old record for the date 
was 8 degrees F which was 
set in 1988. The AccuWeather 
RealFeel® temperature was as 
low as 20 below zero F Tues-
day morning.

10 degrees F in Richmond, 
Va.; old record for the date was 
12 F which was set in 1988. 
The AccuWeather RealFeel® 
temperature reached 12 below 
zero F Tuesday morning.

9 degrees F in Raleigh, N.C.; 
old record for the date was 15 
F which was set in 1988. The 
AccuWeather RealFeel® tem-
perature was as low as 10 be-
low zero F Tuesday morning.

7 degrees below zero F in 
Morgantown, W.V.; old record 
for the date was 4 degrees be-
low zero F which was set in 
1970. The AccuWeather Re-
alFeel® temperature dropped 

below 25 below zero F.
7 degrees F in Charlotte, 

N.C.; old record for the date 
was 12 degrees F which was 
set back in 1884. The Accu-
Weather RealFeel® tempera-
ture was as low as 2 below 
zero F early Tuesday morning.

13 degrees F in Columbia, 
S.C.; old record for the date 
was 16 degrees F which was 
set back in 1924. The Accu-
Weather RealFeel® tempera-
ture plummeted to 5 F Tues-
day morning.

6 degrees F in Atlanta; old 
record for the date was 10 de-
grees F which was set back in 
1970. The AccuWeather Real-
Feel® temperature bottomed 
out at 11 below zero F Tues-
day morning.

7 degrees F in Birmingham, 
Ala.; old record for the date 
was 11 degrees F which was 

set back in 1970. The Accu-
Weather RealFeel® tempera-
ture hit as low as 4 below zero 
F Tuesday morning.

According to Jackson’s lo-
cal news at MS News Now 
Weather Report, the three 
days with lowest temperatures 
were:

Jan. 8 at 18 degrees F; re-
cord low 10 degrees in 1942

Jan. 7 at 16 degrees F; re-
cord low 17 degrees in 1970

Jan. 6 at 17 degrees F broke 
the record low set in 1986 at 
20 degrees.

Wednesday, Jan. 8, will be 
the first day with temperatures 
above freezing at 32 degrees 
F since Sunday night, Jan. 5. 
The warming trend is expect-
ed to kick in Friday, Jan. 10.

For more on the unusual 
weather, visit www.Mississip-
piLink.com



Oak Forest Elementary 
students collected items dur-
ing their Kids Helping Kids 
drive. The donations will 
benefit their communities 
and help other children and 
fulfil their commitment to 
make a difference during the 
holiday season.

Oak Forest kicked off its 

food drive in November 
2013, and by the end of the 
drive, the school collected 
more than 1,500 nonperish-
able food items and toiletries. 

They gave the donations 
to Stew Pot, Treasure House 
Group Home and Anderson 
United Food Shelter. 

Volunteers from the 
school’s adopters, Rho 

Lambda Omega Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha, helped 
distribute the items just in 
time for Christmas. 

Kids Helping Kids is an 
annual food drive that gives 
Oak Forest students a chance 
to do good in their own com-
munities. Their outreach also 
helps other children in the 
Jackson area. 

Jim Hill High School kicked 
off a service project designed 
to benefit people a world away. 
Students at the school are rais-
ing money to provide clean 
water to a village in Malawi, 
Africa. 

Students in the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) program 
at Jim Hill are involved in 
the Clean Water for Malawi 
project. Their goal is to raise 
$5,000 by March 31, 2014. 
That amount will pay for one 
well and training for the well’s 
maintenance.

They will be engaged in 

projects like the school wide 
loose change collection to 
raise money toward the goal 
amount. 

These activities also help IB 
students fulfill their communi-
ty service requirements of the 
program. 

Learning outcomes of the IB 
program include:

• Engaging with issues of 
global importance

• Considering ethical impli-
cations of service learning

• Identifying personal 
strengths and weaknesses

• Collaborating with others
Each Malawi well will pro-

vide access to clean water for 
thousands of people who live 
there. 

According to the World 
Health Organization, nearly 
30,000 children die each year 
from contaminated water in 
the country. This population 
can be compared to the entire 
student population of Jackson 
Public Schools.

For more information, visit 
the website www.jackson.k12.
ms.us;  facebook page http://
www.facebook.com/Jackson-
PublicSchools;  youtube at 
http://www.youtube.com/jpsitv

Silver Spring, Md. - The Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary Foun-
dation (NMSF), in collabora-
tion with NOAA’s Office of 
National Marine Sanctuaries 
(ONMS), invites 7th to 12th 
grade students to submit an 
original essay about African-
American contributions to the 
country’s maritime heritage.

“NMSF is proud to continue 
this initiative, which seeks to 
expand students’ understand-
ing of how our nation’s rich and 
complicated history is tied to 
the ocean and commemorated 
through our national marine 
sanctuaries” said Jason Patlis, 
president and CEO of the Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary Foun-
dation.

Entries to the Voyage to Dis-
covery Essay Contest will be 
accepted through April 4, 2014. 
Teachers and parents are asked 
to encourage student participa-

tion.
Two winners - one high 

school student and one middle 
school student - will be se-
lected. The high school student 
winner will receive a $1,500 
prize for post-secondary educa-
tion. The middle school student 
winner will receive a $500 prize 
for continuing education.

“The Voyage to Discovery 
Essay Contest broadens gen-
eral knowledge of African-
American contributions to U.S. 
maritime heritage,” said Dan-
iel J. Basta, director, Office of 
National Marine Sanctuaries. 
“This contest offers all students 
an opportunity to enhance their 
writing and analytical skills 
while they learn about the con-
tinuing, historic contribution of 
African-Americans in the secu-
rity, stability and prosperity of 
our nation.”

Entries will be judged on 
originality, clarity, and content. 

More information on the con-
test, including how to enter and 
complete set of rules, can be 
found at http://www.voyageto-
discovery.org/.

About NMSF: The National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation 
connects people to the underwa-
ter places that define the Ameri-
can ocean. National marine 
sanctuaries - areas in our ocean 
and Great Lakes designated for 
their significance to the nation - 
comprise 14 sites over 170,000 
square miles. NMSF works 
closely with the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA) to support and 
strengthen these underwater na-
tional treasures.

About ONMS: NOAA’s Of-
fice of National Marine Sanc-
tuaries manages 13 sanctuaries 
and one marine national monu-
ment set aside for their special 
biological, ecological, cultural, 
or historical values.

Bailey APAC Middle 
School honored more than 50 
students for outstanding per-
formance on state tests. The 
school held its First Annual 
Kings and Queens Awards to 
salute the students who made 
advanced scores on the MCT2 
in Language Arts and in Math.

The students were called 
on stage before a crowd of 
proud parents and supporters. 
Each of the students received 
a medallion and a certificate 
for their accomplishment. 
JPS Board President, Monica 
Gilmore-Love attended the 
program and congratulated 
the honorees as they received 
their awards. The evening in-
cluded entertainment and light 
refreshments.

2013 Kings and Queens 
Awards honorees were:

• Shyuanna Rodgers
• Tre’Vaughn Rodgers

• Leon Whipps
• Taniya Bland
• Kilando Chambers
• Elisabeth Johnson
• Charles Deaton
• Kelan Brown
• Jeremiah Chaney
• Tajai Shelton
• Victoria Baker
• Condarius Baldwin
• Jarvis Banks
• Kelcie Bolden
• Mia Burks
• Ava Davis
• Alandria Garrett
• Eric Heart
• Vhadarian Haywood
• Joseph Jiles
• Darion Jones
• Kirsten Liddell
• Brandon Miller
• Katherine Overstreet
• Kyren Wilkerson
• Makayla Adams
• Matthew Dilworth
• Tyler Johnson 
• August Harp

• Courtney Hunt
• Xavier Carroll
• Reshaunna Shelby
• Jaylin King
• Breanna McNair
• Kevin Wilbert
• Kyleigh Johnson
• Dyshante Bennett
• Courtney Drake
• Oluwatsoin Akinyemi
• Michael Artis
• Amber Jackson
• Kristen Moore
• Aiyiana Shepherd
• Bryan Jefferson
• Ka’Randall Baker
• Gloria Brown
• Raelyn Burns
• Taylor Collins
• Kira Gaddis
• Ambria Green
• Rachel Hairston
• Jauanna Harris
• Briana Jefferson
• Dekiya Kelly
• Kimeshia Lewis
• Skylar Miller

Jim Hill High International 
Baccalaureate students kick off 
Clean Water for Malawi project

Voyage to Discovery 
Essay Contest announced

Bailey APAC honors 
students for igh 
academic performance 

Two winners to receive cash prizes

Jim Hill IB students pour water samples to show the plight of people in Malawi. The students also created 
a garland of empty water bottles to highlight the difference between clean water access in our community 
compared to the lack of water in Malawi, Africa.
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Oak Forest Elementary 
students give back to 
community
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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   When a pap smear is abnormal and 
indicates that the human papillomavirus 
(hpV) is present, further evaluation is 
obviously needed.  Conversely, when 
the pap test is normal but the hpV is 
also found, women may want to know 
what comes next.  a normal pap smear 
with the hpV present simply means that 
the woman is carrying the virus, but it 
has not caused any changes in her 
cervical cells (as detected by the pap).  
however, since she is at higher risk for 
changes in her cervical cells that could 
lead to cervical cancer, she should 
commit to scheduling annual pap tests.  
maintaining a healthy immune system 
may rid the virus from the body or keep 
it dormant.
       the stage of a cervical cancer is the 
most important factor in your course of 
treatment.  Other factors that affect this 

decision include the exact location of the 
cancer within the cervix, your age, your 
overall health, and whether you want 
to have children.  at the mississippi 
CanCer institue, patient care is our 
first concern, and we encourage our 
patients to be informed, involved health 
care consumers.  that means taking 
charge of your health care, knowing 
your rights and responsibilities as 
a patient, and communicating your 
questions and concerns to your doctor.  
to schedule an appointment, please 
call (601) 249-5510 or visit us at 1501 
aston avenue.  most women ages 30-
65 years should have a pap smear 
to test for several types of the human 
papillomavirus (hpV) linked with a 
higher risk of cervical cancer; women 
ages 21-29 years should be tested for 
hpV if their pap tests are abnormal.
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The Jackson Medical Mall Foundation (JMMF) re-
cently announced its intent to establish a “community 
school.”

Within the authority of The Mississippi Charter School 
Act, The Jackson Medical Mall is submitting a letter of 
intent to The Mississippi Charter School authorizer Board 
for the establishment of a community school, grades 9 
through 12 at the mall site at 350 W. Woodrow Wilson 
Drive in Jackson.

Eligible individuals will be those attending Jackson 
Public Schools enrolling in 9th grade beginning academic 
year 2015. If the Charter application is approved, recruit-
ment of students will begin Aug. 15, 2014. Maximum 
enrollment will be 300 students. 

WASHINGTON - The Ag-
riculture Department said 
it’s making permanent rules 
that allow schools to serve 
larger portions of lean meat 
and whole grains in school 
lunches and other meals.

Guidelines restricting por-
tion size were originally 
intended to combat child-
hood obesity, but many par-

ents complained their kids 
weren’t getting enough to 
eat.

School administrators say 
that rules establishing maxi-
mums on grains and meats 
are too limiting and make it 
difficult to plan daily meals.

The department eliminated 
limits on meats and grains on 
a temporary basis more than 
a year ago. Officials made 

the rule change permanent 
Jan. 2.

The change was an-
nounced by Kevin Concan-
non, an undersecretary for 
food, nutrition and consumer 
services.

He said the department 
has delivered on its prom-
ise to give school nutrition-
ists more flexibility in meal 
planning.

WASHINGTON - The 
Supreme Court has refused 
a group of doctors’ request 
to block implementation of 
the nation’s new health care 
law.

Chief Justice John Rob-
erts turned away without 
comment Jan. 6 an emer-
gency stay request from the 
Association of American 

Physicians & Surgeons, Inc. 
and the Alliance for Natural 
Health USA.

They asked the chief jus-
tice Jan. 3 to temporarily 
block the law, saying Con-
gress had passed it incor-
rectly by starting it in the 
Senate instead of the House.

Revenue-raising bills are 
supposed to originate in the 
lower chamber. They also 

wanted blocked doctor reg-
istration requirements they 
say will make it harder for 
independent non-Medicare 
physicians to treat Medi-
care-eligible patients.

Still pending is a decision 
on a temporary block on the 
law’s contraceptive cover-
age requirements, which 
was challenged by a group 
of nuns.

SAN FRANCISCO - The fam-
ily of a 13-year-old California girl 
who was declared brain dead after 
suffering complications from sleep 
apnea surgery has achieved its goal 
of moving the girl to a new facil-
ity for long-term care, but medical 
experts say the ventilator she’s on 
will not work indefinitely.

Jahi McMath’s uncle said Mon-
day, Jan. 6, that she is now being 
cared for at a facility that shares 
their belief that she still is alive.

While the move ends what had 
been a very public and tense fight 
with the hospital, it also brings new 
challenges: caring for a patient 
whom three doctors have said is 
legally dead because, unlike some-
one in a coma, there is no blood 
flow or electrical activity in either 
her cerebrum or the brain stem that 
controls breathing.

The bodies of brain dead pa-
tients kept on ventilators gradu-
ally deteriorate, eventually causing 
blood pressure to plummet and the 
heart to stop, said Dr. Paul Vespa, 
director of neurocritical care at 
the University of California, Los 
Angeles, who has no role in Mc-
Math’s care. The process usually 
takes only days but can sometimes 
continue for months, medical ex-
perts say.

“The bodies are really in an arti-
ficial state. It requires a great deal 
of manipulation in order to keep 
the circulation going,” Vespa said.

Brain-dead people may look like 
they’re sleeping, he added, but it’s 
“an illusion based on advanced 

medical techniques.”
The family and their lawyer 

would not disclose where the 
eighth grader was taken on Sunday 
night after a weekslong battle to 
prevent Children’s Hospital Oak-
land from removing her from the 
breathing machine that has kept 
her heart beating for 28 days.

The uncle, Omari Sealey, told 
reporters Jan . 6 that Jahi traveled 
by ground and that there were no 
complications in the transfer, sug-
gesting she may still be in Cali-
fornia. Nurses and doctors are 
working to stabilize her with in-
travenous antibiotics, minerals and 
supplements while she remains on 
the ventilator, but her condition is 
too precarious for additional mea-
sures, lawyer Christopher Dolan 
said.

The nearly $50,000 in private 
donations the family has raised 
since taking the case public helped 
cover the carefully choreographed 
handoff to the critical care team 
and transportation to the new lo-
cation, Sealey said. The facility, 
where Jahi is expected to remain 
for some time, is run by a chari-
table organization that so far hasn’t 
sought payment, Dolan said.

Jahi underwent surgery at Chil-
dren’s Hospital on Dec. 9 to treat 
severe sleep apnea, a condition 
where the sufferer’s breathing 
stops or becomes labored while 
sleeping. Surgeons removed her 
tonsils and other parts of her nose 
and throat to widen the air pas-
sages.

While recovering in the Inten-
sive Care Unit, she bled heav-

ily from her mouth and nose and 
eventually went into cardiac arrest. 
Doctors at the hospital declared 
her brain dead three days later and 
moved Dec. 20 to remove her from 
the ventilator.

An Alameda Superior Court 
judge who had granted the injunc-
tions refused, however, to force 
Children’s Hospital to fit Jahi with 
the breathing and feeding tubes 
that Dolan said are necessary to 
get her placed in a long-term care 
facility. Under the judge’s order, 
the hospital released Jahi directly 
to the coroner, who then released 
her into the custody of Winkfield.

A federal judge cancelled a hear-
ing on the case scheduled for Jan. 
7 after the family and the hospital 
reached an agreement to trans-
fer Jahi, saying the request for 

the hearing was now 
moot.

Sealey, the girl’s 
uncle, said that his sis-
ter is relieved her per-
sistence paid off and 
“sounds happier.” He 
criticized Children’s 
Hospital for repeat-
edly telling Winkfield 
they did not need her 
permission to remove 
Jahi from the ventila-
tor because the girl 
was dead.

“If her heart stops beating while 
she is on the respirator, we can 
accept that because it means she 
is done fighting,” he said. “We 
couldn’t accept them pulling the 
plug on her early.”

Dolan, the family’s lawyer, said 

Jahi’s condition suffered because 
the hospital refused to feed her 
once she was declared brain dead. 
The family plans to pursue a fed-
eral court lawsuit alleging that 
Children’s Hospital violated their 
religious and privacy rights. 

Experts: Challenges 
remain for ‘brain dead’ teen
By Terry Collins and Lisa Leff 
Associated Press

USDA allows more meat, 
grains in school lunches

Roberts refuses to grant 
obamacare emergency stay

13-year-old Jahi McMath AP PhoTo/CourTesy of 
MCMATh fAMiLy And oMAri seALey, fiLe

The Associated Press The Associated Press
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Q: What happened to Jahi?
A: She underwent a tonsillectomy and 

tissue removal at Children’s Hospital 
Oakland to treat sleep apnea. After she 
awoke from the operation, she started 
bleeding heavily from the nose and 
mouth and went into cardiac arrest, her 
family said. Doctors declared her brain 
dead three days later. The hospital is 
investigating the cause of the complica-
tions.

Q: Why does her family want to keep 
her on a ventilator?

A: Jahi’s relatives are Christians who 
say their religious beliefs hold that as 
long as her heart is beating, the girl is 
still alive.

Q: Is this case different from other 
high-profile cases in which families have 
gone to court over prolonging medical 
intervention?

A: The person whose name has be-
come most associated with end-of-life 
legal fights in the U.S. is Terry Schiavo, 
a Florida woman who collapsed at her 
home when she was 26 years old. Af-
ter her heart stopped and she suffered 
brain damage, Schiavo entered what 
doctors refer to as a “persistent vegeta-
tive state,” or prolonged coma. Unlike 
Jahi, whose heart doctors say would 
stop beating if she were removed from 
the machines helping her breath be-
cause her brain stem is not function-
ing, Schiavo maintained signs of limited 
brain activity and was able to breathe 
without a ventilator. She died in 2005 af-
ter her husband won a protracted court 
fight with Schiavo’s parents to have her 
feeding tube removed.

Also in the news is the case of Michael 
Schumacher, a Formula One champion 
who is in a medically induced coma after 
hitting his head on a rock while skiing 
in the French Alps. Doctors have said 
a brain scan showed small, “surprising” 
signs of improvement, but doctors have 
given no insight into his prognosis.

Q: Is there any scientific basis for the 
family’s belief that the girl is responding 
to the family, is aware of her surround-
ings, or could recover?

A: No, according to Nancy Berlinger, 
a bioethicist with The Hastings Center, 
a nonpartisan research institute devoted 
to health and medical issues.

“One of the things very confusing 
about cases like this is that the patient 
looks alive, the heart is beating, the 
body has a normal color ... the body 
feels warm,” Berlinger said. “What is go-
ing on now is the maintenance of func-
tion by mechanical means.”

Q: How long can a person who is 
brain dead survive?

A: It’s hard to know because in most 
cases families agree to suspend me-
chanical means of support, but it’s safe 
to assume that a ventilator will not keep 
a patient’s heart beating indefinitely, ac-
cording to J. Randall Curtis, a professor 
of medicine and an intensive-care unit 
doctor at the University of Washington. 
The brain stem, the part that controls 
breathing, is no longer functioning in a 
brain-dead person. Although a ventilator 
can keep the heart and lungs working 
for a while, the organs will eventually 
shut down without input from the brain, 
Curtis said. Ventilated patients also are 
at risk of infection, he said.

“People’s hearts have continued beat-
ing for a month sometimes, with the ven-
tilator, but no one has ever been docu-
mented to be brain dead and come back 
from it,” Curtis said.

Q&A

Timeless wisdom dictates that 
teachers and parents need to help 
students and young adults under-
stand that they too may become 
overwhelmed and frustrated by un-
answered questions and challenges 
they face on a daily basis. It is also 
teachers’ and parents’ responsibility 
to recognize the need to empower 
students and young adults with 
problem-solving strategies that will 
enable them to overcome the chal-
lenges they face in and out of the 
classroom. 

To do so, teachers and parents 
must guide young adults through a 
problem-solving sequence by not 
giving advice, but allow the young 
person to ask themselves questions 
about life issues. Inner reflection and 
self-analysis will help young adults 
identify his or her problems, look at 
his or her previous responses to chal-
lenges, and help young adults arrive 
at alternative responses that will en-
able him or her to be more success-
ful.

Overcoming challenges: Seven 
corrective action steps and self-
management questions for students 
and young adults to ask themselves 

in 2014: 
Action Steps/Questions
1. Do First Things First
Question: (A) What do I need to 

do today that will change my life in 
30, 60, or 90 days?

(B) What are my short term/long 
term goals?

(C) Do I have an action plan for 
success?

2. Prepare Relentlessly
Question: (A) Do I ask, seek, and 

knock on doors for opportunities to 
advance myself?

(B) What am I doing today?
(C) What will I do tomorrow to 

prepare myself to become a more 
competitive person?

3. Study, Read and Learn Inde-
pendently 

Question: (A) Do I read newspa-
pers, magazines, listen to education-
al tapes, and buy self-help books on 
a regular basis?

(B) What have I read lately?
(C) Should I read several books, 

learn new words, and make nota-
tions in a monthly journal for future 
reference?

4. Develop the Ability to Commu-
nicate Clearly

Question: (A) Do I listen before I 
speak, learn new concepts, write let-

ters, and have the ability to use the 
computer as a learning tool?

5. Develop Sound Moral and 
Spiritual Principles

Question: (A) Do I have a person-
al value system whereby I respect 
myself enough to abstain from using 
drugs, alcohol, smoking, and engag-
ing in unprotected sex?

(B) Is my spiritual life adequate?
(C) Am I pronged to peer pres-

sure? 
6. Develop Lifelong Economic 

Initiatives
Question: (A) Do I or my parents’ 

budget, invest, and provide adequate 
insurance options for myself and 
family members?

(B) Do I budget my limited funds 
and purchase priority items or spend 
my money on consumer goods and 
services?

7. Practice Good Social Skills
Question: (A) Do I know how to 

talk to people, say please, excuse 
me, and thank you when I interact 
with my peers and associates?

(B) Do I feel comfortable inter-
acting with individuals and groups 
or see social media as my means of 
communication?

The above action steps and ques-
tions are designed for students and 

young adults to reflect on and make 
changes in their lives. In many cases 
just by persevering, one will come 
up with new answers that will get the 
results one wants. Thus, the students 
and young adults will learn to ask 
themselves questions to overcome 
the challenges they face.

Finally, teachers and parents can 
help students and young adults stay 
on a positive track by not giving too 

much advice. While working with 
young adults on a challenge, instead 
of telling them what to do, give them 
plenty of positive support and recog-
nition as they make an effort to ques-
tion their individual and collective 
actions.

It is time for young adults to 
implement and act on alternative re-
sponses to life’s issues. It’s not easy 
to change or try to find new ways of 

doing things. One has to take risks, 
and try different ways to address 
youth issues. By doing so, one can 
change his life, status, family, and 
community in 30, 60, or 90 days 
guaranteed.

Eldridge Henderson is a certified 
peer support specialist and president 
of the Action Leadership Institute. 
He can be contacted at CLU369@
gmail.com or 601-201-1957.

Editorial: Self-management actions 
and questions for young adults in 2014

The Jackson Medical Mall announces its 
intent to establish community school 
The Mississippi Link Newswire

By dr. eldridge henderson 
Special to The Mississippi Link



Last week, our 
topic of discus-
sion was King 
J e h o s h a p h a t 
and his firm 
faith in God. 
Jehoshaphat had 

three nations to rise up against 
him, but through God’s guid-
ance, the King did three things: 
(1) prayed, (2) fasted, and (3) 
gathered the people together 
for corporate prayer.

2 Chronicles 20:4-13 tell 
us that he didn’t gather them 
for a physical war, but rather 
he gathered them to do spiri-
tual war fare first. The battle 
for Christians always starts on 
their knees. Remember, when 
facing a huge problem out of 
the ordinary, simple prayer 
won’t do. You must incorpo-
rate fasting along with a group 
of prayer warriors for God to 
move in your circumstances.

This week, we’ll discuss the 
six things God did.

1. During the people’s pray-
ing and fasting the Spirit 
moved. “And the Spirit of 
the LORD came upon Ja-
haziel…”(2 Chronicles 20:14a) 
Once again, if you have a huge 
problem, prayer alone is not 
enough. You must fast and get 
others to gather and pray as 
well.

2. The Spirit of the Lord en-
couraged them: “And he said, 
“Listen…King Jehoshaphat: 
Thus says the LORD to you, 
‘Fear not, and be not dismayed 
at this great multitude; for the 
battle is not yours, but God’s.” 
Their hearts were sad but when 
they prayed and fasted corpo-
rately, the Holy Spirit entered 
their circumstances and lifted 
up their hearts. Notice, the re-
sult corporate prayer and fast-
ing before God dealt with Ju-
dah’s enemies. Thank God for 
the gift of prayer and fasting.

Notice how verse 16 starts: 
“Tomorrow go down against 
them…” They were above the 
armies that came against them, 
because the Lord had raised 
them above their enemies su-
pernaturally.

3. They got a prophetic word: 
“You will not need to fight in 
this battle; take your position, 
stand still, and see the victory 
of the LORD on your behalf, O 
Judah and Jerusalem. Fear not, 
and be not dismayed; tomor-
row, go out against them, and 
the LORD will be with you.” 
(2 Chronicles 20:17) The Lord 

let them know in advance what 
the outcome would be, but the 
way they got this advantage 
over their enemies was through 
corporate prayer and fasting. 
The people got a move of the 
Spirit and a prophetic word be-
cause of corporate prayer and 
fasting. If churches are dead 
it’s because too few people are 
praying and hardly any fasting 
takes place.

4. Spontaneous and passion-
ate praise: Notice also that after 
corporate prayer and fasting, 
not only did the Spirit move 
and a prophetic word came 
forth, but worship broke out as 
well. After the prophetic word 
was given 2 Chronicles 20:18, 
19 said, “Then Jehoshaphat 
bowed his head with his face to 
the ground, and all Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
fell down before the LORD, 
worshiping the LORD and 
the Levites, of the Kohathites 
and the Korahites, stood up to 
praise the LORD with a very 
loud voice. ” 

5. Faith affirmed: “And they 
rose early in the morning and 
went out into the wilderness of 
Tekoa; and as they went out, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, 
“Hear me, Judah and inhabit-
ants of Jerusalem! Believe in 
the LORD your God, and you 
will be established; believe his 
prophets, and you will suc-
ceed.” (2 Chronicles 20:20) 

When Jehoshaphat first got 
the bad news about the com-
ing attack, he sought God for 
counsel and strength. He prob-
ably felt vulnerable, but after 
corporate prayer and fasting, 
the Spirit moved and encour-
aged them to know that they 
had confidence to face their 
enemies. Proof that they had 
gained confidence is that in 
verse 21 Jehoshaphat had the 
choir to go ahead of the army 
singing praises as they made 
their way toward the battle 
field.

6. Enemies defeated: “When 
they began to sing and praise 
God the LORD set a surprise 
attack against the people of 
Ammon, Moab, and Mount 
Seir, who had come against Ju-
dah; and they were defeated.” 

Their praise set supernatural 
power in motion. Their praise 
convinced God to go ahead of 
them and began to work things 
out for them. If we learn to 
praise God when facing diffi-
cult situations, we will release 
supernatural power into our 
future and atmosphere. Notice 

also that verse 22 says that the 
nations of Ammon, Moab, and 
Mount Seir had come against 
Judah. The name Judah means 
praise the Lord. Look at verse 
22 again. The wicked nations 
came against Judah and were 
defeated. Their enemies came 
against praise (Judah) and they 
were defeated. I told you praise 
has supernatural power.

Let’s rewind these events: 
The defeat of their enemies, 
their faith affirmed, spontane-
ous praise, a prophetic word, 
words of encouragement, the 
Spirit moved, and all of these 
happened because the people 
gathered for corporate prayer, 
they fasted and they prayed. 
Without prayer and fasting you 
will be defeated by difficult 
tasks. 

Notice it started with prayer, 
and ended with the defeat of 
the enemy.

God could have stopped Ju-
dah’s enemies before they got 
started, but He didn’t. Why? 
Perhaps God wanted to permit 
a huge and impossible mess 
to occur so He could perform 
a miracle for His people in the 
midst of it all so they would 
learn to trust Him more. 

God wants His people to get 
used to the idea of Him work-
ing miracles and the best way 
to do this is permit some im-
possible circumstances, but in 
order for God to show what He 
can do in impossible situations. 
We must become a people of 
corporate prayer and fasting.

Daniel Mitchel, an academic 
dean and theology professor 
at a seminary, was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer which 
is almost always deadly. This 
news shocked not only his fam-
ily, but the entire student body 
at the seminary. The thought 
of losing this beloved profes-
sor was heartbreaking so the 
students along with family 
and friends begin to pray for 
a miracle. After a few weeks 
of emotional struggle, Dan-
iel became amazingly calm 
due to all the prayers that had 
been going up on his behalf, no 
doubt. One week while await-
ing tests results, the doctor who 
evaluated the lab work, s were 
amazed about Daniel’s diagno-
sis, because what was thought 
to be a tumor on his X-rays 
was now only a shadow on the 
scan. Daniel was given a com-
plete clean bill of health by his 
doctors.

When God is going to do 
something super awesome He 

starts with a big mess.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-

tor of Makarios Worship Cen-
ter, 464 Church Rd., Madison.  
He and wife, Minister Yolanda; 
are the proud parents of three 
daughters: Noel, Leona and 
Leondria. Rev. Collier has re-
ceived degrees from Criswell 
College in Dallas, Texas; 
Southern Methodist University 
- Perkins School of Theology; 
and a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Semi-
nary; as well as participated in 
the Theological Opportunities 
Program at Harvard Divin-
ity School in Cambridge, MA.  
Rev. Collier can be reached 
by calling 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail him at 
karab5@live.com

During the 
Christmas holi-
days we are inun-
dated with songs 
of love and wor-
ship about the 
blessed miracle 

that is Jesus. On one of my recent 
shopping excursions, I noticed 
a bin that had Christmas CDs 
marked down to $4.99. (You can 
tell that I’m not an iTunes kind 
of girl yet, uh? However, I must 
admit that Pandora has become 
a pretty good acquaintance of 
mine.)

As I perused the discs that 
were in the bin, I began hum-
ming many of the songs that 
were listed on the labels. That’s 
when it occurred to me that the 
songs that highlight the birth of 
Jesus are not just for the Christ-
mas season, but are songs that 
should be sung all year long.

The miracle of Jesus is a story 
that is not confined to one sea-
son so why should the songs we 
sing? The miracle, that is Jesus, 
is one that transcends decades 
and centuries so why not sea-
sons?  

I love, what is known as, 
Christmas music so much that I 
long for it all year round.  That 
was one of the reasons why I 
was drawn to the bin containing 
holiday music.

So, don’t be surprised at any 
point during 2014 that I will 
mention what many consider to 
be a Christmas classic, but for 
now, I’ll focus on what I feel are 
ideal songs that speak of a new 
beginning – a new year.  These 
songs are songs of praise that fit 
every season.

Please enjoy and stay tuned 
for more of the Lord’s wonders 
in music!

   
New Year’s Songs of Praise
 1. Oh Happy Day – The Ed-

win Hawkins Singers
 2. Every Praise – Hezekiah 

Walker
 3.  If He Did it Before – Tye 

Tribbett

 4.  Clean This House – Isaac 
Carree

 5.  Nothing Without You – Ja-
son Nelson

 6.  Stand – Donnie McClurkin
 7.  The Best in Me – Marvin 

Sapp
 8.  Rebuild Me – J. Moss
 9.   I Give Myself Away – 

William McDowell
10.  Nobody Greater – 

VaShawn Mitchell
If you are capable of reading 

or listening (if someone reads 
to you), to this column then you 
have a reason to share your cel-
ebrations and yes, even your 
hardships. You have songs to 
sing.  

This year is filled with so 
many possibilities for each of 
us and that means even more 
opportunities to let others know 
what God has done for us all, so 
as this New Year continues to 
develop, please join us in cel-
ebrating in word or song. 

Each new day gives each of us 
a new beginning and a new op-
portunity to grow in the Lord.  
So, I am making a personal re-
quest as I ask you to continue 
to share your praises and good 
news. This New Year provides 
even more opportunities to let 
others know how God is moving 
in your life.

Remember the verse that I 
often find myself sharing with 
you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which 
reads: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salva-
tion, who say to Zion, Your God 
reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your place of 
worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Love Reflected

God’s People

Out with the 
old and in with 
the new - New 
Year resolu-
tions: times 
of reflection, 
family celebra-

tions and possibly moments 
of sadness are all present this 
time of year. However, the 
Almighty God is our con-
stant anchor. God has been 
with us in every experience 
of 2013 and through faith we 
have the assurance He will 
be with us in 2014.

This assurance is rooted in 
love. John 3:16 reads, “For 
God so loved the world, 
the he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever be-

lieveth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting 
life.” In this word our faith 
is confirmed through the 
sacrifice of God’s only Son, 
Jesus Christ. God gave His 
best, brightest, most loved 
possession to save the world. 
In time, our savior expressed 
His love by dying on the 
cross.

Will you reflect the type 
of love displayed by God 
and His Son Jesus? Will love 
control your sacrifice for 
God? Will love grant you pa-
tience and peace? Will love 
lead you in the New Year?

“Since you are God’s dear 
children, you must try to be 
like him. Your life must be 
controlled by love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave his 

life for us as a sweet-smell-
ing offering and sacrifice that 
pleases God.” (Ephesians 
5:1-2, GNT) We are a reflec-
tion of the Almighty God just 
as children are a reflection of 
their parents. Even adopted 
children reflect those who 
love them most. God’s love 
must reflect through us.

Just as God loved us and 
sacrificed so much for our 
freedom; we love Him and 
reflect our Father, which is 
in heaven. Psalms 34:8 says, 
“O taste and see that the Lord 
[is] good: blessed [is] the 
man [that] trusteth in Him.” 
Trust God’s love, trust God’s 
sacrifice, and trust God’s re-
flection.

Happy New Year! 
Rev. Marcus Cheeks, pas-

tor of True Light M. B. 
Church, 224 East Bell St., 
Jackson, is a native of Jack-
son but currently resides in 
Canton with his wife, DeVon-
da, and their three children. 
He received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in humanities 
with an emphasis in philoso-
phy and religion from Touga-
loo College and a Master of 
Science from Jackson State 
University in guidance and 
counseling. Rev. Cheeks has 
served as an officer in the 
Mississippi National Guard 
and is currently employed 
with the State of Mississippi 
as a State Title I director. 
Rev. Cheeks can be at 601-
607-7011, 601-353-7364 or 
e-mail the church at infotlm-
bc@yahoo.com.
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

The scripture 
that I’d like to 
share with you 
is Psalms 18:1-
3: 

(1) I will love 
thee, O Lord, 

my strength.
When you think you just 

cannot make it - God will car-
ry you through your trials and 
tribulations.  In these verses, 
David tells of his love for the 
Lord. He starts off saying, 
“I love you.” We have to tell 
God that we love Him. We 
should tell our spouses, chil-
dren and family that we love 
them. Say it sometimes.

(2) The Lord is my rock, 
and my fortress, and my de-
liverer; my God my strength, 
in whom I will trust; my 
buckler, and the horn of my 
salvation, and my high tower.

Webster defines the follow-
ing as such: Fortress - any 
place of exceptional security; 
Stronghold - a well-fortified 
place; to protect or strength-
en against attack; Deliverer 
- God will set you free from 
your troubles; Buckler - God 
is your protection.

Never forget that God is 
our protector. He watches 
over us daily.

(3) I will call upon the 
Lord, who is worthy to be 
praised: so shall I be saving 
from my enemies. We should 
love the Lord at all times. 
God will deliver you out of 

your situation.
What I am saying to you 

is, “No matter what you go 
through in life, God is always 
there. God’s got you back.” 

We have to believe and 
stand on God’s word. It is 
something about the name 
Jesus. Just call His name and 
the devil will back off you. 
He is my provider. He will 
make a way out of no way. 
He is my deliver; my all and 
all. I put all my trust in God. 
God can do anything but fail. 
Trust Him and wait on God.

We are all magnets for 
God’s blessing. Our job is 
to live daily - a Godly life. 
If there is something in your 
life that is not lined up with 
God’s will, ask God to re-
move it. If you are sincere, 
God will remove the stum-
bling block that is keeping 
you from growing in grace. 
Look to the hills which co-
meth your help; your help 
comes from the Lord. God 
is working on your trouble. 
Praise God in the middle of 
affliction, God will give you 
a breakthrough.

The key to your break-
through is your praise. Your 
praise is showing God that 
you appreciate Him for being 
who He is. Don’t be afraid to 
praise God because He is not 
afraid to bring you through 
some stuff. Keep praising 
God and showing Him that 
you appreciate Him for being 
your provider, your protec-
tor, your rock, your help in 

the time of trouble. Just talk 
to God and tell Him that you 
Love Him.

We have to develop our 
own relationship with God. 
You cannot just call on God 
when you are in trouble. God 
will have your back even 
when we get ourselves in 
situations for one of two rea-
sons: (1) You did not consult 
God or you did not consult 
Him long enough and/or (2) 
You did not follow what He 
told you and allow Him to or-
der your steps. 

Show God you love Him 
thorough your Praise. Ev-
erybody will not allow them-
selves to be free and let God 
have His way so that they are 
able to freely praise. While 
you are trying to figure it out, 
God has already put things 
into motion to work your 
situation out for your benefit.

If you don’t remember any-
thing else that I have said 
today - remember, the key to 
your breakthrough is in your 
praise.

Gigi Gates, the author 
of the recent publication, 
“I Made It,” was born and 
raised in Jackson, Miss.   She 
received her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in business ad-
ministration from Stillman 
College. After receiving her 
masters’ degree from the Uni-
versity of Phoenix, she wrote 
her book. Gigi can be reched 
at 601.937.0749 or email: 
gasg.troubleinlife.67@gmail.
com.

God’s got your back
By GiGi Gates
Special to The Mississippi Link



Starring in Bravo’s “Thicker 
Than Water,” Ben and Jewel 
Tankard are Bravo’s newest 
reality TV stars.

Not only that, and for the re-
cord, the couple never has ar-
guments. Ben attributes that to 
the two practicing abstinence.

Yep, you read right. Ben 
and Jewel were married before 
they met each other, but he 
said they didn’t consummate 
their relationship until after 
vows were exchanged.

“I’ve been married twice be-
fore. She’s been married once 
before. We did the premarital 
sex thing before, and it didn’t 
work,” he told “Access Holly-
wood.”

That was a key decision and 
it pleased God as far as Ben is 
concerned. He believes he’s 
been blessed because of it.

“I think it’s had an effect on 
making our marriage better be-
cause we honored God before-
hand,” he said.

Ben is a former profes-
sional basketball player and 
an American gospel, jazz 
keyboardist producer, song-
writer and author. He and his 
wife, Jewel donate their time 

as non-salary senior pastors 
of Destiny Center Church of 
Murfreesboro,Tenn. 

Ben dropped out of college 
after one year to play minor 
league pro basketball in Cana-
da. He was invited to an NBA 
camp but was injured and cut. 
Ben “rebounded” from his bas-
ketball injury to become the 
best selling musician known 
as the pioneer and godfather 
of gospel/jazz music (multiple 
gold and platinum records).

He is also a guest motiva-
tional speaker for the NBA’s 
D-League, a suit designer (Big 
& Tall), and Reality TV co-
star with his own new show 
on Bravo, “Thicker Than Wa-
ter: The Tankards,” which 
premiered Nov. 10, 2013 and 
has made history as one of the 
network’s highest rated new 
series with over two million 
weekly viewers.

Ben Tankard discovered 
Yolanda Adams, signed her to 
his independent record label, 
Tribute Records (Ben-Jamin’ 
Universal Music) and pro-
duced several of her earlier 
works.

Lonnie Ross contributed to 
this report.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of January 9

1.	 Beautiful	Day	 	 	 Jamie	Grace
2.	 Break	Every	Chain	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
3.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
4.	 It’s	Working	 	 	 William	Murphy
5.	 If	He	Did	It	Before…Same	God	 Tye	Tribbett	
6.	 The	Gift		 	 	 Donald	Lawrence
7.	 Nothing	Without	You	 	 Jason	Nelson
8.	 1	On	1	 	 	 	 Zacardi	Cortez
9.	 I	Can	Only	Imagine	 	 Tamela	Mann
10.	 Withholding	Nothing	 	 William	McDowell

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Ben and Jewel 
Tankard believe their 
union is blessed 
because they waited

“I can’t find 
anything!” was 
the response 
from one of 
my English 
Composi t ion 
1 students this 

past November when I asked 
if anyone had questions about 
their research  projects. Other 
students nodded their heads 
in agreement and complained 
that they were having the same 
problems. “Why can’t we use 
Google? I can’t find any in-
formation on the library data-
bases!” exclaimed another. I 
responded that they would not 
be able to use Google because 
it wasn’t effective academic 
research but then offered tips 
on how to find information in 
the library databases.

One tip was to remember 
“Google is matching but the 
databases are research.” What 
I meant was that when you 
look for something or some-
one on Google, you are most 
likely going to effortlessly find 
an exact match. Research, on 
the other hand, might require 
looking at more than one data-
base and comparing results to 
find something that is useful. 
Since its introduction in the 
late 1990s, Google has simpli-
fied information gathering. We 
can find just about anything, 
good or bad, legal or illegal, 
moral and immoral on it within 
seconds.

This proven accuracy ex-
plains why students said the 
databases didn’t have any 
information about their re-
search topics (even though 
the databases have thousands 
of articles). But because the 
information they found on the 
databases didn’t match exactly 
what they were looking for, 
students concluded it didn’t 
work. What I shared with stu-

dents is that they had to change 
their mindset about what the 
databases could do. 

After going into the databas-
es and showing students how 
to change their search terms 
and find information in the da-
tabases, they realized that not 
only was the information there, 
in most cases, it was more accu-
rate and helpful than what they 
found on Google or Wikipedia.

Not only has it exposed us to 
more things, I think it has also 
made us more impatient and 
less willing to accept things, 
people or situations that aren’t 
exactly what we want. After 
all, Google generally gives 
exact (or very close) search 
results. With these kinds of 
results, I think Google has 
trained us to believe that we 
will always get what we want 
or something close to it when 
we ask for it.

And for some of us (me in-
cluded), we go to God with a 
similar attitude. In that past, I’ve 
written about how dangerous it 
is to think this way because we 
end up treating God like Google! 
If I pray this specific kind of 
prayer, then I’m going to get 
these specific results. When we 
don’t we have the nerve to get 
mad at God! However, James 
4:3 explains, “You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask 
amiss, that you may spend it on 
your pleasures.” As you make 
your spiritual goals for 2014, 
remember that it’s not what you 
pray, but the attitude you have 
when you pray (in other words, 
HOW you pray) that determines 
your results.  

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com, at www.shewan-
dariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 

Google, God 
and Prayer

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

P R e S e R v e d

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org

1750

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 9January 9 - 15, 2014

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  e-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

eurweb.com

Ben	and	Jewel	Tankard	
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aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

nOTiCE OF rEFErEnDum TO lEVy TaXEs TO FunD rOaD anD sTrEET 
rEpair, rECOnsTruCTiOn anD rEsurFaCinG prOJECTs BasED On 

TraFFiC paTTErns, nEED anD usaGE, anD TO pay THE COsTs OF WaTEr, 
sEWEr anD DrainaGE WiTHin THE CiTy OF JaCksOn, mississippi.

Notice is hereby given to all qualified electors of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, that 
a special referendum will be held on Tuesday, January 14, 2014 for the purpose of 
submitting to the qualified electors of the City of Jackson the proposition of whether to 
impose upon all persons as a privilege for engaging or continuing in business or doing 
business within the City of Jackson, a special sales tax at the rate of not more than one 
percent (1%) of the gross proceeds of sales or gross income of the business, as the 
case may be, derived from any of the activities taxed at the rate of seven percent (7%) 
or more under the Mississippi Sales Tax Law, Section 27-65-1 et seq.

The purpose of this referendum is to fund road and street repair, reconstruction and 
resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns, need and usage, and to pay the costs 
of water, sewer and drainage projects within the City of Jackson.  The City Council’s 
purpose is in part to create more jobs and economic contracts for Jacksonians and 
Jackson businesses to the extent allowed by law.

All qualified electors of the City will be entitled to vote in said referendum and will vote at 
the usual and customary polling places used in general, special or municipal elections.  
Polling places will be open during the hours of 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 14, 2014.  

12/19/2013, 12/26/2013, 1/2/2014, 1/9/2014

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS The Mississippi Children’s Museum held 
a pre-qualifications meeting on January 6, 2014 for licensed firms or 
individuals interested in providing landscaping and related services for its 
Literacy Garden Project. The Museum is now ready to receive bids for the 
6500 s.f. Project, which has an anticipated budget of $150,000-$250,000. 
Complete Plans and Specifications can be obtained by contacting Alicen 
Blanchard at alicen@mcm.ms. No Deposit is required and bids must be 
received at the Museum by close of business January 22, 2014. The 
Museum’s physical address is 2145 Highland Drive, Jackson, MS 39202; 
the mailing address is P.O. Box 55409, Jackson, MS 39296. A performance 
bond will be required for the chosen bid. The bids must be hand delivered 
or mailed to be received by the above date and time. No telephone requests 
will be honored.

1/9/2014  1/16/14

EmplOymEnT

General/Sales, Friendly Outgoing Route Sales Person needed to service 
schools. Must have a van or truck and trailer. Some lifting required. Please 
fax or send resume to Chuck Simpson. 478-875-1241, bookdeals2@msn.
com 

1/9/2014. 1/16/2014

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

OrDinanCE amEnDinG VOTEr prECinCT DEsiGnaTiOn 
OrDinanCE apprOVED By THE JaCksOn CiTy COunCil On 

FEBruary 11, 2013, By CHanGinG THE pOllinG plaCE FOr CiTy 
VOTinG prECinCT 17 in HinDs COunTy DisTriCT 2, WarD 7, FrOm 
sT. JamEs EpisCOpal CHurCH, 3921 Oak riDGE DriVE, JaCksOn, 
ms 39216 TO prECinCT 16 lOCaTED aT WOODlanD Hills BapTisT 
CHurCH, 3327 OlD CanTOn rOaD, JaCksOn, ms 39216 in HinDs 

COunTy DisTriCT 2, WarD 7.

WHEREAS, Section 23-15-557 of the Mississippi Code Annotated (1972), as 
amended, authorizes the governing authorities of a municipality within the 
State of Mississippi in their discretion to divide the municipality into a sufficient 
number of voting precincts of such size and location as is necessary with the 
same number of polling places necessary to accommodate the electorate; 
and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council approved its voter precinct designation 
ordinance on February 11, 2013, pursuant to the provisions of Section 21-8-
7(4)(c) of the Mississippi Code Annotated (1972), as amended; and

WHEREAS, on August 19, 2013, the Hinds County, Mississippi (“Hinds 
County”), Election Commissioners requested and the Hinds County Board 
of Supervisors voted to consider merging the polling place for precinct 17 in 
Hinds County District 2 located at St. James Episcopal Church, 3921 Oak 
Ridge Dive, Jackson, Mississippi, 39216 with the polling place for precinct 16 
currently located at Woodland Hills Baptist Church, 3327 Old Canton Road, 
Jackson, MS 39216 in Hinds County District 2; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that 
approval of this Ordinance is necessary to ensure uniformity of precincts and 
polling places in the County of Hinds and for ease of voting by the electorate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 
Jackson that:

section 1. The polling place for precinct 17 in Hinds County District 2, Ward 
7 located at St. James Episcopal Church, 3921 Oak Ridge Dive, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39216 be merged with the polling place for precinct 16 currently 
located at Woodland Hills Baptist Church, 3327 Old Canton Road, Jackson, 
MS 39216 in Hinds County District 2, and any other necessary measures be 
taken to effect changes consistent with the purpose of this Ordinance.

section 2. The six-day waiting period, as required by Jackson City Code 
Section 2-65, is hereby waived and this Ordinance shall be available for 
expedited consideration Upon introduction.

section 3, This Ordinance shall become effective thirty days after passage 
and publication.

Council Member Barrett-Simon moved adoption; Council Member Whitwell 
seconded.

Yeas-Barrett-Simon, Priester, Tillman, Whitwell and Yarber.
Nays-None.
Absent-Cooper-Stokes and Stamps.

ATTEST:

Brenda Pree 
City Clerk

I, Brenda Pree, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed 
by the City Council at a special meeting on 9th day of December, 2013, and 
recorded in Minute Book “6E”, pages 220-22L

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 3rd day of 
January, 2014.

Brenda Pree 
City Clerk                                                                                            1/9/2014 

rEQuEsT FOr BiDs

TO prOViDE “spECiFiC EXCEss WOrkErs’ COmpEnsaTiOn”
insuranCE COVEraGE FOr THE CiTy OF JaCksOn

Written sealed bids from responsible firms to provide “Specific Excess Workers’ 
Compensation” Insurance Coverage for the City of Jackson (City) will be received 
in the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, MS on the 1st Floor of the City 
Hall Building, 219 South President Street, Jackson, MS, until 3:30 p.m. (local tune), 
February 04, 2014, at this time the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud and 
the contract awarded as soon as practical. Each bid packet must contain one (1) 
original and four (4) copies.

Each bid must be submitted in a sealed envelope, addressed to the Office of the of 
the City Clerk, City of Jackson, 1st Floor of the City Hall Building, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, MS 39201. Each sealed envelope containing a bid must be plainly 
marked on the outside of as “Bid to Provide Specific Excess Workers’ Compensation 
Insurance Coverage”. No bid will be received or accepted after the above-specified 
time. Any such bid may be deemed invalid and returned unopened to the bidder.

Request for bid specifications may be obtained at no extra charge from the Risk 
Management Division, 218 South President Street, 1st Floor, between 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday after January 09, 2014. The contact person 
is as follows:

Joycelyn Davis-Scott, Risk Management Administrative Assistant
Risk Management Division
218 South President Street, 1s Floor
(601) 960-1039

The City of Jackson is committed to the 
principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting, It is the policy of the City 
of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunity for all persons 
doing business with the City. As a 
precondition to selection, each bidder 
shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
Plan, with their bid, in accordance with 
the provisions of the City of Jackson’s 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
ordinance. Failure to comply with the 
City’s EBO ordinance shall disqualify a 
bidder from being awarded an eligible 
contract. An Equal Business Opportunity 
Plan Application is attached to this 
Request for Bids. For more information 
on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program, please contact 
the Office of Economic Development, 
at (601) 960-1638. Copies of the 
ordinance, EBO Plan, applications and 
a copy of the program are available at 
200 South President Street, 2nd Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

1/9/2014, 1/16/2014



ARE YOU PREGNANT? A married cou-
ple seeks to adopt. Will be full-time
mom/devoted dad. Financial security.
Expenses paid. Deidre and Bill. 1-855-
969-3601.

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Become a Medical Office Assistant
now at Advanced College. NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! Online training gets you
job ready! HS diploma/GED &
PC/Internet needed. 1-888-512-7117.

FIRST TIME MISSISSIPPI AD. 6 man-
agers, honest, trustworthy self-starters. 6
figure income paid weekly. PC and phone
skills. Cruises, vacations, travel 70% dis-
counted. Health, dental, car allowance.
Prospects furnished. Send resume to
paid2travel@sbcglobal.net. 800-372-
8511.

DRIVER TRAINEES! GET FEE-PAID
CDL TRAINING NOW!  Learn to drive
for US Xpress. New drivers can earn
$800/wk & benefits! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED. Be trained & based locally. 1-
800-350-7364.
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.

Drivers - CDL-A DRIVERS NEEDED!
Now hiring solos & teams in your area!
Small company, BIG benefits! Top pay for
Hazmat. CDL grads welcome. 888-928-
6011. www.Drive4Total.com
OWNER OPERATORS Average $3K
per week! Be out up to 14 days and
enjoy guaranteed hometime! Weekly set-
tlements. Cardinal Greatwide pays
loaded or unloaded. 100% fuel surcharge
to driver. Class-A CDL & 1 year driving
experience. Fleet Owners Welcome.
Operate under your own authority or
ours! Call Matt, 866-458-2595.
DriveForCardinal.com 
Train to be a PROFESSIONAL TRUCK
DRIVER through Prime’s Student Driver
Program. Obtain your commercial dri-
ver’s license, then get paid while training!
1-800-277-0212. driveforprime.com

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s

A d o p t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E d u c a t i o n

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of January 5, 2014

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS
WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call � One Order

One Check
Call  MS Press Services 

at 601-981-3060
For More Information!

Jan5_MCAN
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One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

PASS
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Excede Internet

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.
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premium movie channel availability.
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AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Proper planning can set you 
up for fundraising success. Vi-
sualize your success, feel it in 
your heart, and then make sure 
the prerequisites for fundrais-
ing success are in place before 
you start soliciting. Here are 
three tips to launch your 2014 
fundraising in the right direc-
tion. 

First, create a clear, concise, 
and compelling case for finan-
cial support that ties back to the 
organization’s strategic plan. 
Your case should be a short and 
easy-to-read, forward-looking 
document that communicates 
what you are raising money for 
and how the funds will be used. 

It should communicate the 
projected impact of your orga-
nization and how a donor’s or 
funder’s support will make a 
difference in the lives of those 
you serve or advocate for. The 
“case” is used as the basis for 
verbal and written introduc-
tions and solicitations of time, 
services, goods, and money. 

It should drive the content 
of your marketing campaigns. 
Fundraising is a competitive 
endeavor; if you are not raising 
funds for your organization, 
someone else is raising money 
for theirs. It is important that 
your nonprofit can make the 
case for its impact, value and 

what makes it unique.
Second, complete a fundrais-

ing feasibility study or survey. 
You know the value of your 
nonprofit, but do your current 
and potential donors feel the 
same way? Are you sure that 
the fundraising priorities you 
set match the priorities of the 
giving community you seek to 
engage? 

Can you count on your do-
nors for continuing - and in-
creasing - support, or are they 
in the process of revising their 
giving priorities? 

A fundraising feasibility 
study or survey will provide 
you with information from 
those who have the finances 
and influence to impact your 
fundraising in a positive or 
negative way. This should be 
conducted by an outside firm 
for confidentiality. 

There are many reasons why 
people can’t or won’t person-
ally share with you their true 
assessment of your nonprofit 
and their willingness or capac-
ity to give. Again, an outside 
firm can talk with current and 
potential donors and provide a 
confidential report. 

Such a report typically in-
cludes an assessment of how 
much your nonprofit could 
expect to raise, how your non-
profit is perceived by the giv-
ing community (including 

strengths and challenges), what 
would influence increased giv-
ing, and who could provide 
volunteer leadership and fund-
ing. 

Third, develop a time-phased 
fundraising plan. This should 
be more than a spreadsheet. 
While spreadsheets can track 
activities your plan should be 
more robust. It should include 
roles and responsibilities for 
staff, board members and vol-
unteers; the fundraising meth-
ods you will use and expected 
revenue (and costs) for each; a 
gift chart; and milestones that 
hold all parties accountable for 
consistent progress.

Mel and Pearl Shaw are the 
authors of “Prerequisites for 
Fundraising Success.” For 
more on how to recruit fund-
raising volunteers and to assess 
your fundraising readiness, visit 
www.saadandshaw.com.

OPInIOn

Allow me to 
extend a Happy 
new Year wish 
to everyone.  
January 1st and 
2nd are the days 
when most think 

of the “new” year. Yet with the 
first Monday in January falling 
on January 6, that’s probably 
when most people will return to 
their desks with focused energy 
and ready to go. 

Post-its and scrawled note-
book paper will trumpet “new” 
resolutions: eat less, relax more, 
volunteer, tithe, save - all that 
good stuff. Some will even 
compose a bucket list of things 
they’d like to do before the end 
of their lives. Others will have 
a list of wants and wishes, both 
realistic and unrealistic.

My wish list focuses on public 
policy, since better public policy 
means a better 2014.

I want jobs, jobs, jobs for 
black people. With the last re-
ported official unemployment 
rate for African-Americans at 
12.5 percent, and the unofficial 
rate exceeding 25 percent, I’d 
really like to see more jobs in the 
African-American community.  

Joblessness leads to poverty 
which leads to all kinds of mala-
dies. While the stock market is 
soaring, is it too much to ask 
for a little job creation? Don’t 
Republicans also represent un-
employed people? Help me, 
somebody! By the way, I’d like 
more jobs for everyone, but first 
things first.

And while we’re at it, why not 
fairer (and more equal) wages? 
There is talk of raising the mini-
mum wage to $10 or more by 
2015, and some states are al-
ready moving to wage levels 

even higher.
More than half of those now 

earning the minimum wage are 
raising children. If their employ-
ers don’t pay enough for them to 
live on, the government will end 
up subsidizing their employers’ 
(and them) with programs such 
as SnAP (food stamps) and Sec-
tion 8.

Ooops! Those programs are 
being cut as well! What is a poor 
person to do in a nation that is 
both hostile to poor people but 
also absolutely needs them?

I want President Obama to say 
“Black” or “African American” 
sometime other than Black His-
tory Month. And I’d like him to 
say it enthusiastically, not reluc-
tantly.  

His December 4th speech on 
poverty issues in Washington, 
D.C. went a long way toward 
addressing the concerns (edu-
cation, housing, poverty) of the 
least and the left out, but his lips 
won’t be permanently puckered 
in a putrid position if he man-
aged to give his most loyal con-
stituency a shout out.

I guess I’ve been wishing 
for this for the past five years; 
I guess I’ll be wishing for the 
next few. And don’t tell me that 
President Obama is president 
of everyone. He doesn’t cringe 
when saying Latino, women, or 
GBLT.

I want our Congress to think 
long-term and provide more 
dollars for education, and for 
HBCUs especially, because 
they need more resources; most 
colleges that enroll fewer than 
1,500 students with small en-
dowments can use help.

Many of these institutions 
are tuition-driven, which means 
that cuts in financial aid, in Pell 
grants or Parent-Plus loans will 
cut these colleges very hard.

Cutting education while sug-
gesting the labor force should be 
more skills-based is like eating 
your seed corn while hearing 
that food must be saved for less 
plentiful times.

I want Congress to think out-
side the box. As soon as another 
program is mentioned, recalci-
trant Republicans and blue dog 
Democrats start worrying about 
cost. Here’s a thought - cut ev-
erything related to military 
spending except pensions. Or, 
how about getting rid of some of 
the hundreds of millions dollars 
spent on pork.

What would happen if colleg-
es such as Harvard and Yale (re-
ally, I’m not hating) got smaller 
grants or were required to part-
ner with smaller schools when 
they get research grants, thereby 
channeling a few dollars to those 
schools who really need them 
and to the students who need 
more research opportunities?

I want Obamacare to work 
well. If affordable health care is 
part of the Obama legacy, then 
I want it to work, really work. 
It will take time for the presi-
dent to live down the computer 
debacle, and heads should have 
rolled in response to the faulty 
rollout of the program.

By the end of the first quarter 
of 2014, Obamacare should be 
working seamlessly. And people 
should really be able to see a 
difference because Obamacare 
exists.

 Bottom line - I’d like joy, 
peace, and economic justice 
by whatever means necessary. 
Extending to all a Happy new 
Year!

Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based economist 
and writer. She is President 
Emerita of Bennett College for 
Women in Greensboro, N.C.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Every student today needs 
a good success plan 

All of us 
have heard the 
e x p r e s s i o n , 
getting from 
point “a” to 
point “b.” On 
the surface it 

seems pretty simple. If we 
use today’s technology, we 
will just use our GPS and we 
can drive to our destination.  
So there are some things that 
we just take for granted.

But should our educational 
pursuits be one of them? Is 
it ok to just put our goals 
and dreams on auto pilot and 
think that we will achieve 
them? Of course not, as our 
life’s journey takes all of us 
in different directions and 
we have to adjust along the 
way.

As young students in grade 
school, we were told to go to 
school, follow the teacher’s 
directions and do your home-
work. At my house, I didn’t 
question those directives. 
They seemed easy enough 
to follow, and besides my 
friends were doing the same 
thing.

It was because of this early 
foundation given to me by 
my parents that subsequently 
I began to shape my future.  
I enjoyed school and all that 
went along with it.

The combination of my 
school environment, my 
community and my parents 
of course all contributed to 
my healthy respect for edu-
cation. This foundation gave 
rise to me developing my 
success plan.

Upon reflection, I started 
to formulate my success plan 
while I was in high school. It 
wasn’t something that I came 
home one day and started to 
write, as it was more psycho-
logical than anything else. I 
had an attitude of success.

There was this belief that 
started early in high school 
that I could achieve good 
grades. In fact, I made the 
honor roll during my ninth 
grade year. I didn’t know 
what marks you had to get 
to be on the honor roll, I just 
knew I wanted to make re-
ally good grades.

As ninth grade students, 
we were just happy to be in 

the building. I often tell ninth 
grade students today that the 
best thing about being in the 
ninth grade is that you get to 
the tenth grade.

It is my strong conten-
tion today that every student 
needs a success plan. Some 
would say that you need to 
write out your plan and keep 
it in a safe place. Quite hon-
estly, I don’t know that you 
necessarily need to write it 
down but you must have a 
plan.

Students at all levels today 
live in a challenging world, 
yet the opportunities for 
greatness are endless. If stu-
dents have a plan, then they 
will be more like a ship that 
has charted out a course to 
a destination. So here are a 
few thoughts and ideas that 
students should consider for 
their plan.

First and foremost, you 
must surround yourself with 
people who want you to suc-
ceed. These people can be 
your parents, relatives and 
community support mem-
bers. Students really do need 
people out there who believe 
in them. They will give stu-
dents “hope” and a “can do 
attitude.”

These two attributes might 
be the most important. As 
students grow, they must 
become more hopeful and 
have good attitudes. Young 
people must understand that 
the world doesn’t owe them 
anything, so approaching life 
with a good attitude will take 
them a long way.

Choosing your friends 
wisely should also be a part 
of your success plan. Being 
around other students who 
are without goals and are 
aimless will not help you.

I am really fortunate to 
have chosen friends with 
similar goals. not all of my 
friends wanted to go to col-
lege, but all of my friends 
wanted to be successful.  
They all took different paths 
to success, as some decided 
to blaze a trail instead of fol-
lowing a path.

I often muse now about 
how I was able to be around 
so many good friends. I can 
tell you that I am a better 
person because of them. My 
sage advice for students is 

“look out for negative peer 
pressure as developing bad 
relationships is unhealthy 
for you.” Doing something 
that is wrong just to be with 
the “in crowd” will hurt your 
future.

Having self-respect will 
get you the respect of oth-
ers. Back in the day when 
we were in high school and 
it continued in college, we 
carried ourselves in a certain 
way. People knew what to 
expect from us. I guess we 
had that “old school swag.”

As a student today, that 
self-respect will show folks 
that you have high ideals 
and lofty goals. Having self-
respect doesn’t mean being 
smart, it means that you ad-
here to a certain set of stan-
dards.

Be respectful of school 
rules and property. As a col-
lege vice president, I had 
the opportunity to meet with 
some students who had bro-
ken some rules. Sometimes 
youthful transgressions get 
in the way of sound decision 
making. And most are con-
trite after understanding the 
error of their ways.

If you have a healthy re-
spect for rules and regula-
tions, you can stay out of 
confusion. For example, stu-
dent handbooks and codes of 
conduct are not meant to in-
timidate students but to serve 
as a guide and a resource on 
what is acceptable behavior.

You don’t have to be the 
life of the party, but it will 
help to have a pleasant de-
meanor. Frowns and moans 
will get someone else the 
interview. While everyday 
may not be a great day, al-
ways try to give off a posi-
tive vibe. A happy look will 
be more inviting to teachers 
and prospective friends.

Let your success plan be 
like the American Express 
card: “don’t leave home 
without it!”

James B. Ewers Jr., Ed. 
D., is president emeritus of 
Teen Mentoring Committee 
of Ohio and the former asso-
ciate dean of student affairs 
and community partner-
ships at Miami University of 
Ohio’s Middletown Campus. 
Contact him at ewers.jr56@
yahoo.com

Start 2014 out with 
FUNd-raising good times

Still time to get in a 
New Year wish

Three tips for fundraising success By Dr. James B. Ewers Jr.
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Mel and Pearl Shaw
Special to The Mississippi Link

Fortune Teller
By Eric Garcia. Chicago, IL, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist
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Murrah defeats Clinton in 
important district game

Nobles’ three lifts Tigers 
past Alabama State 70-68

District play has started 
statewide with teams trying 
to position themselves for the 
playoffs. Tuesday night, Jan. 
7, the Murrah Mustangs hosted 
the Clinton Arrows in an im-
portant district game. Murrah, 
the defending 6A State cham-
pions, have steadily improved 
throughout the season.

The young Mustangs took a 
big step towards repeating with 
their win over Clinton. Chris 
McIntosh, Jacob Ivory, and 
the hot three point shooting 
of Charles James had Clinton 
scrambling most of the night.

Clinton came to play though. 
They weathered most of the 
storms and even took the lead 
early in the fourth quarter. Ga-
lin Smith was a force on the 
boards for the Arrows while 
also altering shots defensively. 
Murrah made most of their 
shots on the perimeter due to 
the impact Smith was having.

Charles James got hot in the 
fourth quarter nailing 2 big 
three’s to help diffuse a late 
Clinton rally.

Murrah won 64 to 56 and is 
undefeated in district play.

It was praise and worship 
night at the Lee E. Williams 
Athletics and Assembly Cen-
ter and a higher power seems 
to have been with Jackson 
State as the Tigers picked up 
their first conference win on 
a Julysses Nobles game-win-
ning three-pointer. Nobles’ 
shot made the final score 70-
68.

The Tigers trailed the Hor-
nets 68-67 with 2.5 seconds 
left in the game. JSU had to 
travel the length of the court 
for the tie or the go-ahead 
three. Nobles got the inbound 
pass, raced up the court, split 
two defenders and nailed the 
buzzer beater (his second 
game winning three of the 
season).

Nobles led the team in 
scoring with 20 points in 32 
minutes of action. He also 
recorded a game high six as-
sists and had three rebounds. 

Derrell Taylor finished 
with 11 points, five rebounds 
and four assists. BJ West, 
Janarius Middleton and Don-
ta Robinson each recorded 
10 points. West recorded his 
eighth double-double of the 
season and he pulled down a 
game high 10 rebounds.

Demarcus Robinson led 
the Hornets with a game-
high 27 points.

JSU (5-9, 1-1) trailed ASU 
40-39 at halftime and scored 
three more points than the 
Hornets (31-28) in the sec-
ond half. For the game JSU 
shot 46.6% from the floor 
(27-58), 25% in three-point-
ers (3-12) and 76.5% from 
the free throw line (13-17). 
ASU (7-6, 1-1) shot 40.4% 
from the field (19-47), 37.5% 
in threes (6-16) and 75% 
from the line (24-32).

JSU out-rebounded ASU 
34-33 and forced 14 Hornet 
turnovers. The Tigers also 
held the edge in points in 
the paint (38-18). The game 
which was hotly contested 
had 21 lead changes and the 
score was tied 14 times.

Jackson State returns to ac-
tion Saturday, Jan. 11, when 
the Tigers travel to Lorman, 
Miss. to take on the Alcorn 
State Braves. Tip-off is set 
for 5:30 p.m.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

Jackson State Athletics Media

Galin Smith of Clinton making driving inside difficult

Jacob Ivory rises up for 2

Local talent like Marcus Love from Murrah is paying dividends for JSU

Julysses Noble hit the game winner

Chris McIntosh leans in for 2
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Dec. 31, 2013 • King Edward Hotel, Jackson, Miss.

100 Black Men/
Hinds County Sheriff’s Office Reserve

New Year’s Eve Gala
Photos By jay johnson
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How about Robin Thicke 
getting his diva on.

Apparently Mr. Thicke was 
not at all happy with a room 
he was assigned at the SLS 
Hotel South Beach because 
it was too small, therefore 
he threatened to not do his 
scheduled New Years Eve 
show.

According to Page Six, 
Robin was booked to perform 
and host a party at the Miami 
hotel and checked in Dec. 30. 
But Thicke was supposedly 
miffed with the room and de-
manded to be moved.

“He threatened to pull 

out if he didn’t get a bigger 
room,” a source said. “His 
travel agent was calling all 
over Miami to get him a big-
ger room at a different hotel.”

However, a rep for the 
SLS denied the drama, say-
ing, “Robin has been a great 
guest.”

Well obviously the situa-
tion was patched up because 
the “Blurred Lines” crooner 
played the Gatsby-themed 
bash with Skylar Grey.

Oh there’s more gossip to 
report on Mr. Thicke.

Before heading to Miami, a 
spy at 1Oak in Las Vegas told 
Page Six the Robin and wife, 

actress Paula Patton, could 
have used a room there, too. 
They were said to be too busy 
kissing and hugging during 
Major Lazer’s performance 
to pay attention to the show.

“No one could interrupt 
them. Fans were coming up to 
them, but the couple ignored 
them,” a source said. “The 
only time they broke away 
from each other was when 
Thicke went to the DJ booth 
to yell ‘Happy New Year.’ ”

Janet Hubert, the original 
“Aunt Viv” from the “Fresh 
Price of Bel Air” has now spo-
ken out about the death of James 
“Uncle Phil” Avery.

As we reported, Avery died on 
New Years Eve following com-
plications from open heart sur-
gery at a hospital in Glendale, 
Calif. He was 68.

The actress/producer ex-
pressed her condolences to the 
Avery family in a statement to 
theGrio:

“I am home healing and was 
shocked to hear of James’s pass-
ing,” she said. “I think this in-
credible clip says it best.”

“Acting with James was like a 
great doubles match. He was one 
of the best actors I have worked 
with in my many years. He was 
like a big strong boulder, that 

could either crush 
you or shield you. 
He was first and 
foremost an actor, 
classically trained, 
climbed that ladder 
step by step, role by 
role, to become one 
of the most power-
ful TV dads that had 
ever been created. 
My heart goes out to 
Barbara his real wife 
and family and I ask 
that you respect her 
place, as his real 
wife with regards to 
her husband with re-
quest for statements 
from me who sim-
ply but proudly played his TV 
wife Vivian Banks. RIP James, 
all the world is a stage, and we 
are all merely players in this 

production called LIFE.”
James Avery is survived by 

his wife Barbara, and stepson 
Kevin Waters.

Stop us if you’ve heard this 
story before.

You’re cruising around Miami 
Beach at 3:30 or so in the morning 
and cops pull you over because the 
tint on your Lincoln is “too dark.”

Well, that’s what happened to 
music producer Jermaine Dupri, 
Dec. 27.

According to the police report - 
obtained by TMZ - Miami Beach 
cops smelled “a strong odor of 
marijuana” inside the car.

That’s when Jermaine - who 
was a passenger - and the others 
were patted down. Cops didn’t 
find pot, but they did find some-

thing that caught their eye … a 
single Xanax pill in a plastic con-
tainer, inside the pocket of one of 
Jermaine’s friends.

Now get this … Cops then re-
quested K-9 dogs to sniff out con-
traband. In all, Jermaine said five 
cops cars arrived on scene, but 
turned up nada.

But that wasn’t the end of it.  
Cops were suspicious that the 
guy was in illegal possession of 
the pill. He insisted he had a pre-
scription, but cops were suspi-
cious. That’s when someone in 
Jermaine’s posse said he would go 
to the guy’s home to get documen-
tation he had a valid prescription.  

Time passed and the guy came 
back with the proof, and everyone 
went home.

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

She can relate: Yolanda Adams addresses 
sexiness and Erica Campbell controversy

Janet Hubert issues statement on death 
of ‘Fresh Prince’ co-star James Avery Cops swarm Jermaine 

Dupri in Miami Beach 
for Xanax pill

Yolanda Adams may be 
one of many beautiful mem-
bers of the Gospel music 
community, but don’t ex-
pect her to overdo it in favor 
of being sexy.

The singer recently 
shared her thoughts on be-
ing sexy and the flack her 
friend Erica Campbell has 
received for wearing a 
form-fitting white dress on 
the cover of her latest effort, 
“A Little More Jesus.” In 
Adams’ eyes, sexy was the 
last thing on the Mary Mary 
vocalist’s mind.

“I know for a fact that 
Mary Mary - because I’ve 
known them for years - they 
don’t try to be sexual. Some 
of the things that they want 
to wear, they’re in style,” 
Adams told Think Positive 
Magazine.

A desire to be stylish is 
something Adams said she 
and her fellow entertain-
ers want. However, when 
it comes to their respective 
shapes that is something 
they can’t change.

“I’m tall. I’m thin, but I 
have hips. A gown might 
graze me in a place where 

somebody may find it offen-
sive, but it’s not sexual. That 
was not my intent,” Adams 
explained. “We can’t walk 
around with sheets on and 
moomoos. Then, they’ll talk 
about [that],” she said. “You 
have to take criticism with a 
grain of salt because you’re 
never going to please every-
body.”

As for her individual 
style, Adams doesn’t have 
to look far. The singer sim-
ply has to look among her 
own clothing line, Yolanda’s 
Closet, to find a suitable out-
fit.

“I’m very respectful in 
everything I wear,” said the 
singer. “I think about it.”

Dupri
Janet Hubert, Will Smith and James Avery

Adams

Thicke

eurweb.com

ENTERTAINMENT

eurweb.com

Friday Gossip: Robin Thicke 
irate over small hotel room
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

GROUND  FRESH  DAILY

GROUND 
CHUCK 

3  LBS.  OR  MORE ... PER  LB.

$279

FRESH  SLICED

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$169

FRESH  GARDE  A  FRYER

THIGHS  OR
DRUMSTICKS

POUND

99¢
USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

CHUCK
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

FRESH  LEAN  BEEF

BONELESS
STEW  MEAT

PER  LB.

$389

USDA  CHOICE

CHUCK 
ROAST

PER  LB.

$359

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK CHOPS

PER  LB.

$239

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$269

SLICED  

GWALTNEY 
BACON

12  OZ  PKG.

$269

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

PROGRESSO
SOUP
15  OZ.  CANS

4/$5

SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$13
SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
8  PACK  12  OZ.  BTLS.

3/$12

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SPREAD

QUARTERS
1 - LB.  BOX ............................... 77¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  JUMBO

BISCUITS
5 - CT  PKG. ................................. 

$119

KRAFT  CHUNK  OR  SHREDDED

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  PKG. .............................. 

2/$5
ASSORTED FLAVORS  YOPLAIT

YOGURT
4 - 6  OZ.  CUPS  .............................. 

2/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ORANGE

JUICE
64  OZ.  CTN. ............................... 

2/$4
FRESH  FROZEN  SELECTED  VARIETIES

VEGETABLES
2 - LB.  BAGS ............................... 

2/$5
SAVE  ON  COLE'S  BREADS OR

TEXAS  TOAST
10.5 - 16  OZ. ...............................

2/$4
ASSORTED  

EGGO  WAFFLES
10.75 - 12.6  OZ. ........................... 

2/$5
ASSORTED  FROZEN

BANQUET
DINNERS
4.75 - 10.25  OZ. ............................ 

$100

ASSORTED  TOPPINGS

MR.  P'S
PIZZA
6.5  OZ. ..................................... 

4/$3

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON

APPLES
GRANNY  •  GOLDEN  OR  RED

DELICIOUS  PER  LB.

99¢

FLORIDA  RED

GRAPEFRUIT
5 - LB.  BAG

$299
FRESH  RIPE

AVOCADOS
EACH

69¢

LARGE  FRESH

TOMATOES
POUND

99¢

IDAHO

POTATOES
8 - LB.  BAG

$279

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


