
The spirit of goodwill 
inspired by the legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
rang loud and clear at 
the Habitat for Humanity 
Mississippi Capital Area 
(HFHMCA) warehouse on 
MLK Day 2015.

Volunteers fanned out 
to hammer, nail, saw and 
paint as a way to honor Dr. 
King and his teachings that 
“Life’s most persistent and 

With the theme, “Envision-
ing, Empowering, Energizing 
and Evangelizing,” College Hill 
M.B. Church, 1600 Florence 
Avenue in Jackson, hosted its 
11th Annual Press Breakfast, 
Saturday, January 17. Modera-
tor was Jackie Hampton, pub-
lisher of The Mississippi Link.

Along with the “State of the 
Church” address by Pastor Dr. 
Michael T. Williams, the new 
ministry officers were inducted.

The participating press asked 
questions of the pastor related to 
his remarks and the approaching 
occasion of Dr. Martin Luther 

Awardees Audrey Green, Jerome Beaman and LaDonna Jacobs

MLK Day volunteers at Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area

Amelie Hahn braves cold weather in front of the federal courthouse in 
Jackson as she holds a poster memorializing the 2011 rundown death 
of James Craig Anderson Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2015. PHoto: RoGeLio V. 
SoLiS/AP
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Sentencing dates have been 
set for all 10 people who 
pleaded guilty to charges from 
the hate crimes investigation 
stemming from the death of 
James Craig Anderson.

Those final court appear-
ances are likely to wrap up in-
vestigations and prosecutions 
that began after Anderson was 

beaten and run over by a truck 
on June 26, 2011. 

The inquiry that followed 
revealed a group of young 
white people had been com-
ing to Jackson to harass and 
assault African-Americans.

In a series of forays, pros-
Hearts were warmed with 

respectful memories as a 
crowd of about 400 dined 
and listened to speakers and 
honorees during the 23rd An-
nual Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Awards Banquet, Monday 
night, Jan. 19.

Coordinated by Hinds Co. 
District 5 Supervisor Ken-
neth Stokes and wife, County 
Court Judge LaRita Cooper 

Stokes, the event culminat-
ed a week-long observance 
of the life and legacy of the 
slain civil rights drum major 
for justice. 

This year’s banquet was 
held at Jackson State Univer-
sity’s new student center in 
Ballroom A.

Numerous awards were 
presented to citizens for their 
role in keeping Dr. King’s 
dream of justice alive. “We 

tried to honor a cross sec-
tion of people, including two 
youths,” said Judge Stokes.

The top awards were “The 
Man of the Year,” presented 
to retired Senior County 
Court Judge Houston Pat-
ton, and “The Woman of 
the Year,” presented to civil 
rights activist and retired 
educator Ineva May Pittman.

The Stokes presented 
awards that were named for 

various Jackson families 
such as the Curry Family and 
the Hollis Musgrove Awards. 
Other awards were named 
in honor of civil rights icons 
such as Fannie Lou Hammer 
and Rosa Parks.
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Dallas was blessed with a 
loving and kind family. He 
was the youngest of four 
brothers and three sisters. 
He was born September 25, 
1934 in Utica, Miss. His 
parents were the late Augus-
ta Kelly Johnson and Lonnie 
Nolan. 

As a child, Dallas was 
taught to obey, love and 
share those things that were 
considered Christian orient-
ed, valuable and justifiable. 
He was respectful, helpful 
and a giving individual. He 
sought peace and under-
standing in his personal life 
and in business.

He was a member of Mt. 
Zion Methodist Church in 
Utica, Miss.

As a young 
man, Dallas mar-
ried Mary Ar-
rington of Tay-
lorsville, Miss. 
and to that union 
two intelligent 
and loving chil-
dren were born 
- Sidney John-
son and Carolyn 
Johnson Baba.

Many happy 
and success-
ful years were 
shared with his 
immediate family 
and other family 
members. Mary 
Arrington John-
son succumbed 
May 1995.

At twenty-one 
years of age, he 
opened his body 

shop at 920 Eastview Street 
in Jackson while working 
two other jobs. He remained 
there fifty-seven years. He 
possessed a strong work 
ethic and was considered 
the oldest African-American 
body shop owner and opera-
tor in Jackson until his ill-
ness.

Dallas encouraged and 
motivated many young and 
older men to become inter-
ested in automobile body 
work. He attended work-
shops, automotive work 
sessions and engaged in 
conversations on new tech-
nology to learn authorized 
methods and procedures in 
the automobile repair busi-
ness.

He was well informed and 
extremely wise concerning 
family and world affairs. 
Numerous individuals knew 
him and stopped by to have 
conversations openly and 
privately during his leisure 
and working hours.

Years later, he married Dr. 
Janice Duncan and contin-
ued his body shop work.

Dallas donated to many 
community projects, signifi-
cant social and political af-
fairs.

He is survived by sons 
Sidney Johnson (Rhonda)
and Dr. Moderick Greenfield 
(Ruth); two daughters, Caro-
lyn Johnson Baba (Ramsey) 
and Judy Martinez.

He received devotion, care 
and continued love from 
step-daughters, Dr. Jan Dun-
can and Natille Duncan.

He has four sisters: Mae 
Bell Johnson Donaldson, El-
ease Johnson Jones of Jack-
son, Thelma Nolan Abram 
(Allan), and Emma Nell 
Nolan Thomas (Willie); two 
brothers: William Johnson 
(Kay) of Detroit, Mich., Ful-
ton Nolan, Sr. (Queen Ester) 
of Chicago. He has thir-
teen grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

Deceased brothers and sis-
ters are Eugene Nolan, Julia 
Paige (Elijah), Earnest Paige 
(Luicinda), Mike Johnson 
(Lorraine), E.J. Johnson 
(Mary) and Willie Mae No-
lan Whitaker (Lucious).

He has a host of niec-
es, nephews, cousins and 
friends.

Dallas Johnson
Sept. 25, 1934 - Jan. 10, 2015
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On Martin Luther King Jr. Holi-
day, the Shady Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church celebrated the day 
by ringing (toning) the 100-plus 
year-old church bell at high noon, 
Monday, January 19, 2015.

Individuals from ages two to 93 
came out to celebrate the legacy of 
Dr. King.

Rev. Fredrick Walker, the newly 
elected pastor of Shady Grove, 
spoke stirringly about the signifi-
cance of the holiday and how ev-
eryone must strive to keep King’s 
dream alive, continue to strive for 
equal opportunity.

Willie Ruth Williams, a longtime 
member of the church said she had 
not heard the bell ring since 1971 at 
the dedication of the current church 
building.

George Jackson, chairman of 
the church’s trustee board and a 
lifetime church member, attended 
the last class to graduate from the 
Shady Grove School, the eighth 
graders of 1952. He recalled how 
the same bell would ring to start off 
each school day.

The “church bell toning” was 
also a means of communication 
within the black communities of 
the area. Its ring tone was differ-
ent for different occasions, like a 
weather warning, a death, a funeral, 
a wedding or to start the church ser-
vice. It was a code that had to be 
learned.

Rev. Walker also said according 
to his father, Dr. J.P. Walker of Can-
ton, the tolling of the bell at church-
es was related to the drummers who 
used to communicate with others in 
African cultures.

Although the historic bell had 
been silent for the past 50 years, 
it now serves as the church bell at 
Shady Grove and alarms the sur-
rounding communities to continue 
in “letting freedom ring!”

LOCAL

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Jackson Mayor 
Tony T. Yarber was in Washington, D.C., this 
past week for the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
83rd Winter Meeting, January 21-23, 2015. 

The mayor also met with key White House 
officials to discuss President Barack Obama’s 
domestic agenda. He discussed his vision for 
Jackson and the support needed to deliver on 
that vision.

While in Washington, Yarber attended the 
President’s State of the Union address Tues-
day, January 20, at the U.S. Capitol.

“Tonight, I was humbled to sit with the 114th 
Congress of the United States of America to 
witness the State of the Union address given 
by President Barack Obama,” Yarber said. 

“After listening to the President, I’m en-
couraged that our country is headed in the 
right direction and only growing stronger. The 
new policies and initiatives announced by the 
President, from early childhood education to 
infrastructure improvements, are vital to the 
quality of life and sustainability of Jackson, 
Miss. 

“These bold new federal initiatives an-
nounced by the President will be necessary 
stimuli for our Bold New City.”

More than 290 of the nation’s mayors con-
vened in Washington at the Capital Hilton 
Hotel to engage with Administration officials, 
Congressional leaders business leaders to 
ensure the health and economic recovery of 
America’s cities. 

This meeting comes at a critical time as the 
114th Congress begins, with many new leaders 
and members in both the House and Senate.

Other Mississippi mayors registered to attend were Hattiesburg 
Mayor Johnny Dupree and Meridian Mayor Percy Bland III.

College Hill 
Continued from page 1

King Jr.’s annual celebration.
Dr. Williams showed his 

dedication to his flock as he 
left his sick bed to be with his 
congregation on this most an-
ticipated day of the year. “The 
Hand of Promise and Provi-
dence has guided us from 2014 
and catapulted us into this year 
of opportunities and possibili-
ties,” he said.

“Whether the sun is shining 
at its meridian height or the 
rain is falling in immeasurable 
hardness, our Heavenly Father 
has given us a day unlike any 
other,” he said. 

Relative to the state of the 
church, he said, “Recruitment 
is never as important as reten-
tion. If we seriously care about 
our church, if we truly want 
to see days where the church 
is blooming and blossoming, 
we must be dedicated enough 
to check on those we haven’t 
seen in some time.”

Tying the day into the ap-
proaching celebration of Dr. 
King’s leadership, the pastor 
was asked how can religious 
leaders remain in the forefront 
of the movement for justice in 
today’s tumultuous times.

Williams responded that 
this has always been the role 
of church leadership, as Dr. 
King was an ordained Baptist 
minister. “Include Dr. King in 
your sermons, not just once a 
year but throughout the year,” 
he said.

Daphne Higgins, church 
member and religion editor for 
The Mississippi Link, present-
ed awards to persons of the 
year, kept in secret till the mo-
ment they were called forward 

to receive their awards.
Awardees were Au-

drey Green recipient of the 
XTRAM (Extra Mile) Award 
for the Public Relations Com-
mittee; Jerome Beaman, Col-
lege Hill Member of the Year; 
and LaDonna Jacobs, College 
Hill Most Valuable Player 
Awardee.

Press participants were Jerry 
Domatob and Beunkka Davis 
of Alcorn State University; 

Othor Cain, director of media 
and communications for the 
Hinds County Sheriff’s office; 
Joy Redmond of WLBT Fox 
40, Mausa Moed of JSU TV, 
and Ayesha K. Mustafaa, edi-
tor of The Mississippi Link. 

Alice Tisdale, publisher of 
The Jackson Advocate, and 
Eric Stringfellow, director of 
communications at JSU, sent 
greetings but could not attend 
due to prior commitments.

Ministry representatives and press participants at the annual press breakfast at College Hill MB Church

Table filled with invited guests who are members of the press                                                                PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Mayor Yarber

Mayor Dupree

Mayor Bland

Williams

Shady Grove MB Church 100-plus year old church bell ringing on Martin Luther 
King birthday.

Mayor Yarber attends U.S. 
Conference of Mayors and 
President Obama’s State of the 
Union Address at U.S. Capitol
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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In the spring 
of 1968, while 
growing up in 
Indianapolis, 
my mother 
scooped up me 
and my three 
younger sib-

lings and told us that she was going 
to take us to hear the next president 
of the United States speak. It was a 
misty, overcast night but I was ex-
cited to go - even if I had to stand 
in the rain.

When we arrived at the near 
northeast park, the mainly African-
American crowd was buzzing with 
expectation. Though just 11 years 
old, I knew that this was a big deal. 
Soon, Robert Kennedy and his staff 
arrived at the park. But they didn’t 
look happy. We were about 30 
yards away and I could see the ten-
sion on the faces of Kennedy and 
his team. I sensed something was 
wrong. From the very beginning, 
they did not look like they were at a 
presidential campaign rally.

Finally, Bobby Kennedy stood 
on the back of a truck and an-
nounced to all of us that Martin 
Luther King Jr. had just been as-
sassinated in Memphis. The crowd, 
including my mother, all began to 
gasp, scream, then cry.  As sad as I 
instantly felt, I was determined not 
to cry. I wanted to be strong. I do 
remember thinking, however, as 
the light drizzle fell on my face, it 
would help to camouflage my tears 
- but I did not cry.

As people were dealing with the 
shock, some of the folks in the back 
were getting agitated. I could feel 
the anger rising. Bobby Kennedy 
then gave one of the most famous 
speeches in American political his-
tory. He quoted the poet, Aeschy-
lus; talked about the need for love, 
not hate and then calmed the crowd 
in a way no one else could do by let-
ting them know that he understood 
how they felt - especially since, as 

he said,  “a white man killed my 
brother.” With each word he spoke, 
you could feel his anguish, his ago-
ny and his compassion.

That night, nearly every major 
American city burned in rioting be-
cause of the anger over Dr. King’s 
murder. All except Indianapolis. 
Bobby Kennedy did what no other 
white man in America could do 
that night: he connected with an 
African-American crowd in a way 
to dissuade them from striking out 
because of Dr. King’s death.

A surreal spiritual energy de-
scended on us all during that intense 
emotional moment. For those of us 
watching and listening to him, Bob-
by Kennedy was no longer a white 
man talking to black folks; he was a 
man who had lost a loved one to a 
senseless act of violence consoling 
a group of people who had just lost 
a loved one to another senseless act 
of violence. We were all connected 
through our humanity.

I thought of that night during 
a recent visit to my Indianapo-
lis hometown. I was visiting the 
Oaks Academy, a private pre-K-8 
elementary school located just 5 
blocks from the park where Bobby 
Kennedy gave his now legendary 
speech. The school is one of a kind. 
97 percent of the 600 plus kids 
are proficient in both reading and 
math. Indeed, the school’s scores 
are among the best in the state. 50 
percent of the kids are on free or re-
duced lunch. 

Almost 60 percent of the Oaks 
students are recipients of scholar-
ships from the Indiana Opportunity 
Scholarship Program.  But here is 
the really remarkable thing about 
Oaks Academy: the other 50 per-
cent of the kids come from middle 
class to upper middle class families. 
In fact, some of the wealthy parents 
drive from as far away as Carmel, 
a well-to-do suburb, to enroll their 
kids in the school.

The Head of School Andrew 
Hart, works hard to keep the ra-
cial and socio-economic balance 
of the school in place. His waiting 

list consists of equal parts poor 
kids and kids from wealthy fami-
lies. Both groups benefit from the 
socialization experience of being 
exposed to someone from a totally 
different world. For instance, Mr. 
Hart shakes his head when talk-
ing about how extremely different 
Christmas break is for his kids. One 
set of kids may go to Vail to ski over 
the break, while another group of 
kids have the primary responsibil-
ity of taking care of and watching 
their younger siblings.

How does Oaks do it? “It helps 
that most of our kids enroll at 
our school in pre-K and remain 
here until they are ready for high 
school,” said Andrew Hart. “So all 
of our kids and their families feel 
like they are part of a community. 
The kids all grow up together. And 
all are close, irrespective of their 
backgrounds.  They are connected 
through their shared experience at 
our school, through our values and 
our humanity.”  

Today, with America’s schools 
more segregated than when 
the1954 Brown v Board of Edu-
cation Supreme Court decision 
legally struck down the practice of 
‘separate but equal,’ it is exceed-
ingly rare to see a school with such 
a diverse socio economic mix of 
students. It is more rare to see a 
school community so dedicated to 
preserve that mix. 

When I left the amazing Oaks 
Academy, I drove by Martin Luther 
King Park, where I witnessed his-
tory that tragic night in 1968. As I 
glanced at the memorial located 
on the spot where Bobby Ken-
nedy spoke, I thought about both 
Kennedy and King’s dream of a 
colorblind society and the irony of 
how that society is more evident at 
the tiny elementary school down 
the street than in most places in 
America.

Kevin Chavous is senior advi-
sor and executive counsel for the 
American Federation for Chil-
dren and co-founder of Demo-
crats for Education Reform.

Kennedy-King vision 
found in Indy school

a d v e r t o r I a l

By Kevin P. Chavous
Executive Counsel
American Federation for Children

Shady Grove M.B.  Church’s 
100-year-old bell continues 
to “let freedom ring” 
By James Bryant
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Automobile manufacturer, 
Nissan has signed on to be a ma-
jor sponsor of the Spring 2015 
Connect 1 Conference. The con-
ference will be held at the IP 
Hotel & Casino in Biloxi, March 
11-13, 2015.

Nissan is interested in doing 
business with more small busi-
nesses and other business sup-
pliers. Nissan has also expressed 
a strong desire to recruit more 
Production Associates who are 
seeking a long career with the 
company, and skilled engineers.

The conference is designed to 
match people and businesses to 
one another, including capital 
funding, start-up funding, new 
start-ups, technology, energy, 
business and economic develop-
ment.

The conference features an 
expo, networking breakfast, 
business luncheon, welcome re-
ception, business matchmaking, 
numerous workshop sessions, 
and a community service proj-
ect, according to event organiz-
ers. 

Speakers and presenters head-
lining the conference include 
nationally and locally known 
leaders, corporate owners and 
executives.

Nissan began manufacturing 
automobiles in the U.S. in 1983. 
The company now has four U.S. 
manufacturing facilities includ-
ing the plant in Canton, Missis-
sippi.

A Nissan corporate executive 
is scheduled to talk at the con-
ference about business oppor-
tunities available and lead the 
Nissan business matchmaking 
session.

A Nissan team will show busi-

ness attendees how to become a 
supplier to Nissan and how to 
get on the company’s supplier 
list.

Nissan will also provide a re-
cruitment team to exhibit and 
present career opportunities 
with the company.

Nissan is planning on provid-
ing volunteers and support for 
the pre-conference community 
service project called Connect 
2 Community, which will take 
place on March 11. 

This day time activity will al-
low volunteers and conference 
attendees to clean up and beau-
tify the Todd Migues Baseball 
field as well as the surrounding 
neighborhood in East Biloxi.

Special guest Dwight “Doc” 
Gooden, former Major League 
Baseball New York Mets and 
Yankees World Series pitcher is 
scheduled to participate in the 
project.

Other companies like Nissan, 
including national companies 
and companies based in Mis-
sissippi, will be recruiting and 
presenting job opportunities to 
attendees at the conference, as 
well as, business contracting 
opportunities for small and mid 
size contractors/businesses.

Early-early bird registration 
cost is $50 for full access to the 
conference including all confer-
ence meals.

Exhibitor and sponsorship op-
portunities are still available.

Highlights of the key elements 
of the conference can be viewed 
on a short video (54 seconds):  
http://youtu.be/5EGUrLSiM1M. 

For more information and to 
register, go to the website: con-
nect1conference.com or call: 
601-368-8479.

Tune in to JSU TV23 to hear 
a live debate between Ward 3 
candidates on Jan. 26 at 7 a.m.

The eight qualifying candi-
dates for the City Council seat 
for Ward 3 who will be on the 
ballot Tuesday, January 27 are 
(alphabetically):

Lawrence Anderson Jr.
David L. Archie

Gwendolyn Chapman
Pam Greer
Kenneth I. Stokes
LaTonya R. Vann
Jarvis Williams, and
Albert Wilson
If necessary, a run-off elec-

tion will be held Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 10, 2015.

Don’t forget to get out and 
vote!

mlk at Jsu
Continued from page 1

habitat
Continued from page 1

received the Bishop Hollis 
Musgrove Christian Citizen 
Award, and Pastor Audrey 
Hall received the Rosa Parks 
Award - Champion. 

Hall is the first female pas-
tor of a Missionary Baptist 
Church in Jackson. She uses 
her ministry to urge young 
men to come out of the street 
to Christ.

“We presented about 50 
awards,” said Judge Stokes. 
The Stokes say they are most 
grateful to Jackson State 
University and everyone 
who supported and orga-
nized this year’s celebration. 

They also placed a certifi-
cate of appreciation in each 
seat of constituents - citizens 
in appreciation for their out-
standing dedication and sup-
port.

One of the highlights of 
the banquet which sparked 
much applause was when 
recipient of the MLK Life 
Time Achievement Award 
Judge Tommie Green com-
missioned the audience to 
repeat after her three times 
this affirmation: “Black lives 
do matter!”

urgent question is: What 
are you doing for others?”

About 30 volunteers - 
including students from 
the Mississippi College 
School of Law, the Butler 
Snow Law firm, HFHMCA 
homeowners, and the com-
munity at large -  worked 
that day on two projects.

Some of the volunteers 
built and painted several 
stand-alone storage sheds 
for the new Habitat homes 
to be built in 2015, while 
others began the pre-build 
work for the first Habitat 
house to be built in 2015.

“We are grateful for the 
dedicated commitment 
of our volunteers all year 
and especially on Martin 
Luther King Day,” said 
Cindy Griffin, executive 
director of HFHMCA. 
“They embrace the ideal 
that a day of service em-
bodies the essence of Dr. 
King’s dream by helping a 
brother and sister in need.”

Tim Henderson, presi-
dent of the MC Law Stu-
dent Association, said vol-
unteering on MLK Day at 
Habitat combined Chris-
tian values with celebrat-
ing an important day in 
America’s history. 

“It’s great knowing that 
we are making a difference 
in another person’s life,” 
he said. “At the end of the 
day, I feel tired but very 
rewarded. It also was great 
to strengthen the bonds 
with my MC classmates. It 
has been surprising to see 
how well we can swing a 
hammer!”

Jessica Everett, a new 
HHFMCA homeowner, 
said, “As a homeowner, 
it feels good to give back. 
Instead of being at home 
on Martin Luther King’s 
Holiday, it feels good to 
come out and help others 
for a great cause - a cause 
that I know from personal 
experience is very benefi-
cial.”

For Noelle White with 
the Butler Snow Law Firm, 
volunteering at Habitat 
gave her the opportunity to 
learn some new skills. “It 
was my first time to use a 
power saw. I feel empow-
ered by that and uplifted 
by seeing so many selfless 
people volunteering to-
day,” she said. 

Gursimran Bola, a MC 
Law student, agreed. “It’s 
nice to support Habitat and 

see how hard it is to build 
something that is so worth-
while to someone else.”

Shamberi Horton has 
been a Habitat volunteer 
on MLK Day for the past 
four years. “I work for 
Stewpot and want to do 
something positive for an-
other non-profit organiza-
tion in the community. It’s 
great for one non-profit to 
help another,” she said.

Griffin noted that volun-
teering is something that 
community members can 
do throughout the year, not 
just on this holiday.

“We would love to share 
with you more about our 
volunteer opportunities. 
You can call us at 601-
353-6060 or visit www.
habitatmca.org. The great-
est satisfaction from vol-
unteering with Habitat 
for Humanity is that you 
are transforming lives and 
changing neighborhoods 
-building homes and build-
ing hope,” Griffin said.

Overflow crowd at MLK Day banquet

Pastor Audrey Hall (center) holding her Rosa Parks award surrounded by church members at the MLK awards banquet

Volunteers Tim Henderson and Dawn Kyle                      PHOTOS BY PEGGY HAMPTON

Volunteers Jessica Everett, Gursimran Bola, Aaryn Jackson and Brianna Keeler

Volunteers Tricia Nichols and Sandra Patton

Volunteers Tim Hendeson, Granville Tate III and Maggie Kate Kelly

Anderson

Judge LaRita Cooper-Stokes Councilman De’Keither StampsSupervisor Kenneth Stokes Hollis Watkins

Archie Chapman

Greer Stokes Wilson

Nissan joins the 
Connect 1 Conference 
as a major sponsor

City County Ward 3 
Special Election candidates 
to hold live debate Monday 
7-8 a.m. on JSU TV23

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Jackson State University paid 
homage to one of its own icons at 
the 47th Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Convocation Fri-
day, January 16. The event themed 
“For My People Awards Lun-
cheon” honored the Civil Rights 
leader, author/poet and JSU pro-
fessor Margaret Walker Alexander. 

JSU recognized three people 
and an institution: keynote speaker 
Paula Giddings, JSU President 
Emeritus Dr. John A. Peoples Jr. 
and Pamela D.C. Junior, manager 
of the lauded Smith Robertson 
Museum and Cultural Center.

Peoples’ history at JSU is ce-
mented in its foundation and 
many would consider his honor a 
given. His name is synonymous 
with Jackson State. He was a stu-
dent there, then a professor and 
administrator. He served as JSU’s 
sixth president from 1967-84. 

Peoples was awarded the Life-
time Achievement Award in 1993. 
And he worked alongside Mar-
garet Walker (her literary name). 
Walker was “one of my favorite 
colleagues,” he said, when he later 
joined the faculty. “She was a great 
person.”

For Junior, the accolade was one 
she said she never could have en-
visioned. She is a modern keeper 
of history such as that reflected on 
occasions like Dr. Martin Luther 
King Day and that made at places 
like JSU and across the state of 
Mississippi. 

Junior said she grew up in the 
shadows of Jackson State on 
Corinth Street in West Jackson and 
attended the university.

In accepting the “For My People 
Award,” Junior said her people 
were slaves who were transported 
to America in a boat like that ex-
hibited at Smith Robertson. Her 
people, she said, were those who 
grew up in West Jackson.

Her people, she said, also in-
clude the city of Jackson, the Smith 
Robertson School and the Smith 
Robertson staff members.

“It was so surreal for me to get 
such an award,” Junior said, during 
the luncheon at the JSU Student 

Center Ballroom. “It’s not just for 
me, it’s for my people and I have 
to accept it on behalf of where I’m 
from.”

The museum at 528 Bloom St., 
two blocks from the state Capitol, 
opened in 1984, and Junior has 
been manager since 1999.

Its artifacts highlight the con-
tributions of black Mississippians 
through struggle and achievement, 
as seen in exhibits such as “From 
Slavery to America, 1670-1864” 
and in the Hall of Fame, which in-
cludes personalities from the state 
who are pioneers in their respec-
tive roles.

“I believe my mantra for 2015 
is ‘a vision on my shoulders,’” 
Junior said. “I carry this vision 
of Dr. Jessie D. Mosley (the mu-
seum’s first director), Dr. Alfer-
dteen Harrison (instrumental in 
saving the museum location), Ruth 
A.B. Campbell, (deputy director of 
Miss. Department of Cultural and 
Human Services).”

This year’s MLK Day festivi-
ties kicked off the year-long cel-
ebration of the “Life of Margaret 
Walker Alexander.” JSU is home 
to the Margaret Walker Center for 
the Study of the African-American 
Experience.

Giddings, a professor of African-
American Studies at Smith Col-
lege, recalled her friendship with 
Walker, who died in 1998.

Walker was only 21 when she 
published her signature poem 
“For My People,” Giddings said. 

But that poem 
“wasn’t just her 
signature poem; 
it was ‘our’ sig-
nature poem as a 
people.”

“She was not 
afraid to tell the 
truth,” Giddings 
said, includ-
ing hard truths 
about the peo-
ple and things 
she loved. She 
quoted from 
Walker’s own 
observations about being em-
ployed as a professor at JSU, in-
cluding pressure to resign at one 
point in her career.

Walker had the knack of making 

people “better than they knew,” she 
said. “She loved to try new things, 
anything.”

Giddings, also author of “When 
and Where I Enter: The Impact of 
Black Women on Race and Sex in 

America,” was a senior at Howard 
University giving a poetry reading 
when she met Walker. They be-
came friends, when she went on to 
work for Howard University Press. 

Giddings edited the book, “A 

Poetic Equation: Conversations 
between Nikki Giovanni and Mar-
garet Walker,” published in 1974.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 260-4232.

“For My People” Awards pay homage 
to Margaret Walker and honors others

Dr. Robert Luckett, director of the Margaret Walker, and “For 
My People” Award winner Paula Giddings 

Pamela D.C. Junior, manager of the Smith Robertson Museum and Cultural 
Center, accepts the “For My People Award” during a luncheon Friday, Jan. 
16, at Jackson State University during the 47th Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Convocation. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Awardee Dr. John A. Peoples Jr.
Attending guests Mildred Kelley, Lenora Reed and Pam 
Confer

Walker Center advisory board 
member Reginald Thompson

MLK Day luncheon dais

Linda Caldwell, Sheila W. Sheriff, Charlene Thompson, Pamela D.C. 
Junior, Shirley Jelks, Christie Johnson and Shirley Bee Johnson at the 
‘For My People’ Awards Luncheon at the JSU Student Center Ballroom 
Friday, Jan. 16.

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
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Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity 
was founded at Howard Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C., Janu-
ary 9, 1914, by three young Af-
rican-American male students.

The founders, Honorable A. 
Langston Taylor, Honorable 
Leonard F. Morse, and Honor-
able Charles I. Brown, wanted 
to organize a Greek letter fra-
ternity that would truly exem-
plify the ideals of brotherhood, 
scholarship, and service.  

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
was founded January 16, 1920, 
also at Howard University. Its 
founders, Arizona Cleaver Ste-
mons, Pearl Anna Neal, Myrtle 
Tyler Faithful, Viola Tyler Go-
ings and Fannie Pettie Watts, 
were strong, principled coeds 
who possessed a great deal of 
modesty, strength of character 

and pride in academic achieve-
ment. 

Zeta is described as “more 
than an organization, it is a 
movement, a belief system that 
reflects at its core the desire to 
provide true service, to embrace 
scholarship, to set a standard for 
Sisterly Love and to define the 
noble concept of ‘Finer Wom-
anhood.’”

The 101-year-old Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity and the 
95-year-old Zeta Phi Beta So-
rority are the only ‘constitu-
tionally bound’ sorority and 
fraternity. Therefore, their Joint 
Founders’ Day Celebration will 
be Sunday, January 25, 2015 at 
3 p.m., at Cade Chapel Church, 
1000 West Ridgeway St., in 
Jackson.

The Honorable Judge Patri-
cia Wise, Fifth Chancery Court 

District of Hinds County, will 
be the speaker. Judge Wise is 
the first female president of 
the Magnolia Bar Association, 
Life Member of Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Incorporated and past 
president of Alpha Delta Zeta 
Chapter. 

The public is invited to join 
the Joint Founders’ Day Cel-
ebration. 

President Barack Obama’s 
State of the Union address 
marked a sweet spot in his presi-
dency when economic signs and 
his own personal approval are on 
the rise. 

He made sure to capitalize, 
taking credit for policies he said 
raised the country out of its re-
cession. But sweet spots are by 
definition fleeting moments in 
time that can just as quickly sour.

Tuesday night’s speech, Janu-
ary 20, capped a remarkably 
activist 11 weeks since Obama 
suffered the humiliation of Dem-
ocratic losses that gave Repub-
licans control of both chambers 
of Congress. But this was not a 
lessons-learned address. 

Instead, Obama drew lines in 
the sand that cautioned against 
Republican overreach. And 
while he offered a nod to bipar-
tisanship on issues such as trade, 
he pushed a traditional Demo-
cratic economic agenda of tax 
increases for the rich, expanded 
paid leave for workers and in-
creased aid for education.

For a president two months 
removed from a devastating po-
litical loss, this was not a speech 
uttered in retreat. Instead, he 
brashly wagged his finger at his 
critics.

“At every step, we were told 
our goals were misguided or too 
ambitious; that we would crush 
jobs and explode deficits,” he 
said. “Instead, we’ve seen the 
fastest economic growth in over 
a decade, our deficits cut by two-
thirds, a stock market that has 
doubled, and health care inflation 
at its lowest rate in 50 years.”

The White House is betting 
that by promoting the economic 
successes, Obama can boost his 
governing credibility. 

By laying credit at the door-
step of his own administration, 
Obama is looking to gain lever-

age over Republicans and weak-
en their resolve to undo his go-it-
alone initiatives on immigration, 
climate change and Cuba.

It’s a better bet today than it 
was last year or the year before 
that. But the global economy re-
mains fragile and while the U.S. 
is better positioned to withstand 
overseas pressures, it is not im-
mune.

Europe is still wrestling with 
economic stagnation and ques-
tions remain about the fate of its 
shared currency, the euro. Chi-
na’s once exploding economy is 
slowing. 

Oil prices could bounce back 
up if OPEC nations decide to 
decrease production. And for 
all the improvements, the U.S. 
economy still has room to im-
prove. 

Nearly seven million people 
are working part-time but would 
prefer full-time work. Participa-
tion in the labor force dropped 
to a low of 62.7 percent. Some 
weaknesses predate the Great 
Recession; over more than three 
decades, productivity has in-
creased but wages have stayed 
flat.

Still, the moment is for now 
Obama’s to exploit.

A Washington Post-ABC 
News poll released Tuesday 
showed Obama with an approval 
rating of 50 percent, the poll’s 
highest rating for the president in 
more than 18 months. 

Other polls also showed 
Obama’s approval rising, though 
not as high. But the Post-ABC 
poll shows that Obama’s better 
standing is largely the result of 
support coalescing among the 
groups that backed his presiden-
tial campaigns in the first place 
- Democrats, moderates, Hispan-
ics and younger people.

Cheaper gas, lower unemploy-
ment, a strong stock market no 
doubt have contributed to the 
good feelings. 

So have issues that Obama 
has pushed that appeal to those 
groups, including his executive 
action to shield more than four 
million immigrants from depor-
tation and his call for free com-
munity college for all.

But the success of Obama’s 
remaining two years also de-
pends on his relations with the 
ruling Republicans in Congress. 
Obama cited trade as one of the 
most prominent topics that could 
attract bipartisan support. 

The president is seeking “trade 
promotion authority,” or the abil-
ity to negotiate trade deals that 
Congress can either approve or 
reject but not change. He wants 
that in order to conclude two ma-
jor commerce agreements - one 
with Europe and one with coun-
tries on the Pacific rim.

That’s where Democrats and 
his allies in organized labor 
abandon him. To succeed Obama 
is going to have to apply pres-
sure on his friends and risk tak-
ing a hit on his own approval rat-
ings. It won’t be easy. 

“Trade agreements or boosting 
wages? We can’t do both,” the 
liberal Economic Policy Institute 
declared Tuesday.

So far, Obama and the GOP 
have stayed in their own corners, 
swinging at each other from a 
distance. Republicans began the 
year by seeking to undo Obama’s 
immigration initiative, weaken 
provisions in the 2010 financial 
regulations law, and force ap-
proval of the Keystone XL oil 
pipeline from Canada. 

Obama countered with seven 
veto threats in quick succession, 
including two on the very day of 
his State of the Union address.

“Divided party government 
is always tough on a president,” 
said American University presi-
dential scholar James Thurber. It 
is even worse during the last two 
years of a presidency. “You’re 
really a double lame duck.”
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ecutors say the group threw 
beer bottles at people, shot 
ball bearings from a sling-
shot and tried to run someone 
down.

U.S. District Judge Carlton 
Reeves is scheduled to sen-
tence Deryl Paul Dedmon, 
John Aaron Rice and Dylan 
Wade Butler February 10. 

The three pleaded guilty 
in March 2012 to one count 
of conspiracy and one count 
of committing a hate crime. 
Each faces a potential sen-
tence of life in prison for the 
hate crime charge and up to 
five years on the conspiracy 
charge.

Dedmon, who assaulted 
Anderson and drove the truck 
that ran him over, pleaded 
guilty to two state charges in 
2012 and received life sen-
tences on each.

Reeves will sentence Jo-
seph Paul Dominick, Wil-
liam Kirk Montgomery and 
Jonathan Kyle Gaskamp on 
Feb. 25. Dominick pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy in 2013 
and faces five years in prison. 
Montgomery, who pleaded 
guilty in 2012, faces life in 
prison on a hate crime charge 
and five years on conspiracy. 

Gaskamp, who wasn’t pres-
ent the night Anderson died, 
pleaded guilty in 2012. He 
faces five years in prison for 
conspiracy and 10 years on a 

hate crime charge.
U.S. District Judge Henry 

T. Wingate will sentence four 
people:

Sarah Adelia Graves, who 
pleaded guilty in December, 
faces five years in prison on a 
conspiracy charge at sentenc-
ing April 9.

Shelbie Brooke Richards, 
who pleaded guilty in De-
cember to conspiracy and 
concealing the crime by lying 
to police, faces eight years in 
prison at sentencing April 16.

John Louis Blalack, who 
pleaded guilty Jan. 7 to two 
hate crimes charges, faces 20 
years in prison at sentencing 
April 23.

Robert Henry Rice, who 

pleaded guilty Jan. 7 to one 
hate crime charge, faces 10 
years in prison at sentencing 
April 30.

Deryl Dedmon, 19, of Brandon, accused of intentionally running down 
Anderson outside a Jackson motel June 26, 2011, escorted by Hinds 
County Deputies into Judge Houston Patton’s courtroom at the Hinds 
County Courthouse in Jackson. 

Anderson
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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
and Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 
Inc. hosting Joint Founders’ 
Day Celebration in Jackson
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NATIONAL

WASHINGTON - It’s not 
just the State of the Union 
speech that President Barack 
Obama is turning on its head. 
It’s the whole notion of a 
lame-duck president.

The president is barreling 
into the final two years of 
his presidency determined to 
hold his own and then some 
against resurgent Republi-
cans.

He’s rejecting any notion 
that he should be cowed by 
the midterm election results 
that gave the GOP a resound-
ing victory. And while Obama 
has spoken of the need to find 
common ground with Repub-
licans, in the 11 weeks since 
the November elections he’s 
dished out seven veto threats 
- two of them on Tuesday, just 
before the speech - and has 
shown little sign of moving 
closer to the Republicans on 
specific policy proposals.

Breaking with tradition, 
the president dispensed with 
suspense and released the de-
tails of his State of the Union 
proposals well in advance of 
Tuesday night’s speech to a 
joint session of Congress and 
millions of television view-
ers. With TV audiences for 
the annual speech shrinking, 
the White House decided 
to reinvent the State of the 
Union as weeks-long cam-
paign rather than cede the 
spotlight for much of January 
to the Republicans.

Obama’s proposals include 
higher taxes on the wealthy, 
making community college 
free for many students, ex-
panding paid leave for work-
ers and more - measures 
unlikely to find much Repub-
lican support.

But Obama has burst into 
a new year with unbounded 
confidence before, only to 
run smack into the same old 
Washington gridlock.

And indignant Republicans 
stand ready to offer the presi-
dent a stern reality check this 
time around.

The new Senate major-
ity leader, Republican Mitch 
McConnell, pointedly re-
ferred back to the November 
elections results Tuesday. He 
said in advance of Obama’s 
speech that he hoped the 
president would adopt a more 
conciliatory tone than “the 
path he’s been on for so many 
years.”

Asked whether it’s possible 
to put tone aside and still be 
able to focus on areas ripe for 
agreement, McConnell said: 
“That’s really a question you 
ought to ask the president. I 
think ever since the election 
he’s ... indicated he’s not for 
much of anything the Ameri-
can people voted for last No-
vember.”

Whatever the hopeful rhet-
oric of his speech, Obama and 

his team have to know that 
his legislative proposals on 
tax increases for the wealthy, 
education and more have lit-
tle chance of becoming law. 
And his recent burst of uni-
lateral action on immigration, 
Cuba policy and other issues 
can only take him so far.

William Galston, a former 
Clinton administration offi-
cial, thinks Obama is working 
two parallel tracks - a more 
confrontational path setting 
the stage for national elec-
tions in 2016, and a more 
conciliatory one aimed at get-
ting things done in 2015.

The latter is less evident so 
far, but both sides have spo-
ken of the potential for com-
promise on matters like trade, 
infrastructure and perhaps tax 
reform.

Said Galston: “The ques-
tion for 2015 is whether the 
president and the Republican 
leaders will be able to walk 
and chew gum at the same 
time. Will they be able to seal 
off the areas of guaranteed 
confrontation from the areas 
of possible cooperation?”

NEW ORLEANS - Images of 
oil-coated birds and testimony 
about “widespread sociocultural 
harm” opened the third phase 
of a trial to establish penalties 
BP must pay under the federal 
Clean Water Act for spilling 
millions of barrels of crude into 
the Gulf of Mexico in 2010.

The government wants the 
oil giant to pay another $13.7 
billion for harming not just the 
birds and fish, but the business 
climate and social fabric of 
coastal communities.

The pollution caused by the 
Deepwater Horizon explosion 
not only killed wildlife, but 
disrupted livelihoods and ex-
acerbated economic inequality 
across the Gulf states, anthro-
pologist Diane Austin testified 
Tuesday.

She based her findings on in-
terviews with more than 1,300 
people - not only fishermen 
who derive their living from 
the Gulf, but bankers and busi-
ness owners of all kinds. Even 
florists described a sudden drop 
in orders after the spill, she said.

Harm was widespread be-
cause so much of life along the 
coast depends on both fishing 
and energy production, both of 
which were upended while BP 

struggled for 87 days to cap the 
crude gushing from the under-
sea Macondo well.

“Grocery stores that provide 
food to commercial fishing ves-
sels also provide to the offshore 
oil and gas industry ... When all 
of these economic sectors went 
down at the same time, it had a 
huge effect,”she said.

Austin’s work was done for 
the Federal Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management, which 
oversees offshore oil and gas 
extraction.

BP questioned her methodol-
ogy and conclusions, prompt-
ing her to acknowledge that her 
analysis ended with data col-
lected in April 2012, that she 
didn’t quantify the number of 
people affected and that she was 
not asked by BOEM to study the 
effects of BP’s effort to mitigate 
the damage.

She also acknowledged that 
the money BP spent aiding peo-
ple and businesses was helpful 
to the Gulf coast.

“Certainly some fishermen 
would have been worse off,” she 
said under cross examination.

Also on display Tuesday 
were images of former BP CEO 
Tony Hayward, who drew wide-
spread criticism for saying “I’d 
like my life back” long before 
the disaster was contained, and 

when memories of the 11 work-
ers killed on the oil rig were still 
raw.

“They continue to focus on 
their own hardships,” Justice 
Department Attorney Steven 
O’Rourke told U.S. District 
Judge Carl Barbier, who has 
ruled that BP acted with “gross 
negligence” in the disaster.

O’Rourke disputed BP’s ar-
guments that any federal Clean 
Water Act penalties should be 
held to an unspecified mini-
mum, since the company’s spill-
related costs already total $42 
billion, including $14 billion for 
cleanup, plus criminal penalties 
and economic settlements with 
affected businesses.

O’Rourke also said Anadarko, 
a minority partner in the Macon-
do well, should pay more than 
$1 billion in penalties. Anadarko 
attorneys argue that the corpora-
tion was a “non-operational” 
partner and should not be pun-
ished with a civil penalty.

BP attorney Mike Brock, pre-
viewing his side’s arguments, 
told the judge that BP mounted 
a major effort to mitigate dam-
age from the April 20, 2010, di-
saster.

“Before we even knew that oil 
was flowing, BP was marshal-
ling resources to prepare for the 
worst,” Brock said, displaying a 

BP penalty trial dredges 
up gloomy images of 
2010 gulf spill

Analysis: Obama 
barrels into final act of 
presidency unbowed

CAIRO - The Islamic State 
group threatened to kill two 
Japanese hostages within 72 
hours, demanding a $200 mil-
lion ransom in a video posted 
online Tuesday that showed 
a knife-brandishing masked 
militant standing over the two 
kneeling captives.

Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, who was traveling in the 
Middle East, vowed to save 
the men. But with his mili-
tary only operating in a self-
defense capacity at home, Abe 
faces a hard choice: openly 
pay the extremists or ask an 
ally like the United States to 
attempt a risky rescue inside 
Syria.

Tuesday’s video, released 
via militant websites associ-
ated with the Islamic State 
group, mirrored other hos-
tage threats the extremists 
have made. In it, the captives, 
47-year-old Kenji Goto and 
42-year-old Haruna Yukawa, 
were shown in orange jump-
suits with a rocky hill in the 
background, a black-clad mil-
itant standing between them. 
The scene resembles others 
featuring five hostages previ-
ously beheaded by the Islamic 
State group, which controls a 
third of Iraq and Syria.

Speaking in English with a 
British accent, the militant de-
manded $200 million for the 
men’s release and appeared 
to link the ransom to a pledge 
Abe made Saturday of non-
military aid to help the gov-
ernment of Iraq and to assist 
Syrian refugees who have fled 
the Islamic State’s brutality.

“To the prime minister of 
Japan ... you willingly have 
volunteered to take part in 
this crusade,” said the masked 
man, who looked and sounded 
like the militant shown in oth-
er filmed beheadings.

“And to the Japanese pub-
lic: Just as your government 
has made the foolish decision 
to pay $200 million to fight 
the Islamic State, you now 
have 72 hours to pressure your 
government in making a wise 
decision, by paying the $200 
million to save the lives of 
your citizens,” he said.

“Otherwise, this knife will 
become your nightmare.

Japanese officials said they 
would analyze the video to 
verify its authenticity, though 
Abe offered no hesitation as 
he pledged to free the men.

“Their lives are the top pri-
ority,” the Japanese leader told 
journalists in Jerusalem as he 
wrapped up a six-day visit to 
the Middle East. “Extremism 
and Islam are completely dif-
ferent things.”

Abe and others in his gov-
ernment declined to say 
whether they would pay a ran-
som, though Abe dispatched 
his deputy foreign minister, 
Yasuhide Nakayama, to Jor-
dan to seek the country’s sup-
port in resolving the hostage 

crisis.
Agreeing to the Islamic 

State group’s demands would 
run contrary to allies like the 
U.S. and Britain, which have 
a strict policy of not paying 
ransoms.

The State Department had 
no immediate comment on 
whether the U.S. was urging 
Japan not to pay. Secretary of 
State John Kerry planned to 
speak later with Japanese For-
eign Minister Fumio Kishida 
on the hostage crisis, spokes-
woman Jen Psaki said.

In a statement, she said 
the U.S. “strongly condemns 
ISIL’s threat to murder Japa-
nese citizens,” and called for 
the immediate release of all 
hostages. “The United States 
is fully supportive of Japan in 
this matter. We stand in soli-
darity with Japan and are co-
ordinating closely,” the state-
ment said.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon also called for the 
immediate release of the Japa-
nese hostages and all other 
captives.

Though Abe has said he 
wants a more-muscular Japa-
nese military, he has ruled out 
sending troops overseas and 
Japan’s constitution, drafted 
during the American occupa-
tion following World War II, 
commits the country to paci-
fism. That would put the onus 
on partners like the U.S. to at-
tempt any hostage rescue.

In early July, U.S. special 
forces launched a secret raid 
into Syria to try to free Ameri-
can hostages held by the Is-
lamic State group, killing sev-
eral militants, but finding no 
captives.

The two Japanese hostages 
said nothing during the video.

Goto is a respected Japa-
nese freelance journalist who 
went to report on Syria’s civil 
war last year.”I’m in Syria for 
reporting,” Goto wrote in an 
email to an Associated Press 
journalist in October, before 
he was abducted. “I hope I can 
convey the atmosphere from 
where I am and share it.”

Yukawa, the founder of a 
private security company, was 
kidnapped in Syria in August 
after going there to train with 
militants, according to a post 

on a blog he kept.
Nobuo Kimoto, an adviser 

to Yukawa’s company, told 
Japanese television station 
NHK that he had worried 
“something like this could 
happen sooner or later.”

Tuesday’s video marks the 
first time the Islamic State 
group has publicly demanded 
cash. The extremists requested 
$132.5 million from hostage 
James Foley’s parents and po-
litical concessions from Wash-
ington, though neither was 
granted, U.S. authorities say, 
and Foley was subsequently 
beheaded. They asked for a 
similar amount for two other 
American hostages, authori-
ties have said.

The Islamic State group has 
suffered recent losses in U.S.-
led airstrikes, and with global 
oil prices down, their revenue 
from selling stolen oil has 
dropped. The extremists also 
have made money from extor-
tion and robbing banks during 
its August offensive in Iraq.

Before the oil price drop, 
the Islamic State group made 
as much as $2 million a day 
selling pilfered oil, and used 
the funds to pacify as many 
as eight million people living 
in its self-declared caliphate, 
said Greg Ohannessian, an 
analyst at the Dubai-based In-
stitute for Near East and Gulf 
Military Analysis.

“Now with oil dropping by 
60 percent, that is going to 
be cutting into their income,” 
Ohannessian said. “That is 
definitely going to have an im-
pact on their capacity to main-
tain the population.”

The group released some 
200 mostly elderly Yazidi hos-
tages in Iraq over the week-
end, fueling speculation by 
Iraqi officials that the group 
didn’t have the money to care 
for them.

Besides Foley, the Islamic 
State group has beheaded 
American hostage Peter Kas-
sig, Israeli-American Steven 
Sotloff, and British captives 
David Haines and Alan Hen-
ning.

The group has also shot dead 
hundreds of captives - mainly 
Syrian and Iraqi soldiers - and 
has celebrated its mass kill-
ings in graphic videos.

Japan weighs ransom 
in ‘Islamic State’ 
threat to kill hostages

A Japanese journalist looks at a video of the hostages prior to Ja-
pan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe press conference in Jerusalem, 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2015. The Islamic State group threatened to kill 
two Japanese hostages Tuesday unless they receive $200 million in 
72 hours, directly demanding the ransom from Japan’s premier dur-
ing his visit to the Middle East. Abe vowed to save the men, saying: 
“Their lives are the top priority.” AP PhoTo/SEbASTIAn SchEInEr

President barack obama participates in a service project at boys & Girls club 
of Greater Washington, to celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service and 
in honor of Dr. King’s life and legacy, on Monday, Jan. 19, 2015, in Washington. 
AP PhoTo/EvAn vuccI

by nancy benac 
Associated Press by Jon Gambrell 

and Mari Yamaguchi 
Associated Press

by Kevin Mcgill 
Associated Press

map of response centers stretch-
ing from Florida to Texas and 
recounting the hiring of thou-
sands of workers to handle the 
spill response.

The government said damage 
was extensive, and ongoing.

Brock denied that, saying that 
“the incident did not cause sig-
nificant adverse impact to popu-
lations” of sea life, and that “the 
injury is not nearly what folks 
feared in 2010.”

Arguments also will center on 
the economic impact of a high 

fine on BP Exploration and Pro-
duction, the affiliate involved in 
the Macondo well project, and 
its parent, BP PLC, and whether 
the current low price of oil and 
its effect on the corporations’ 
health should be a factor in the 
penalties.

Phase 1 of the trial deter-
mined that BP was grossly neg-
ligent, a finding the company is 
already appealing. Barbier also 
determined, in Phase 2, that 
3.19 million barrels were ulti-
mately spilled, roughly midway 

between BP’s estimate of 2.45 
million barrels and the govern-
ment’s figure of 4.2 million. 
The higher figure would have 
meant potential penalties of 
around $18 billion.

The judge has scheduled 
three weeks for Phase 3, and 
plans to keep taking briefings 
from both sides into April as ex-
perts debate the short- and long-
term effects of the spill on the 
environment, business climate 
and social fabric of the Gulf of 
Mexico.



Jackson Public Schools 
Executive Director of Athlet-
ics Clinton Johnson has been 
named president of the Mis-
sissippi Athletic Administra-
tors Association (MAAA). 
His term began with his se-
lection at last year’s (2013-
2014) conference and comes 
to a close at the end of this 
school year.

As president, Johnson par-
ticipated in the 17th Annual 
MAAA Conference held Jan-
uary 14-16, 2015, in Natchez, 
Miss. The conference drew 
athletic administrators, prin-
cipals, and superintendents 
from school districts across 
the state of Mississippi.

Appointed as the executive 
director of Athletics in 2011, 
Johnson has more than 29 
years of professional experi-
ence in school leadership and 
athletics administration with 
14 years as a coach in JPS.

For sev-
en years, he 
served as prin-
cipal at Cal-
laway High 
School, and 
for five years 
as principal at 
Utica Elemen-
tary in the 
Hinds County 
School Dis-
trict.

His sports 
background in-
cludes coach-
ing on the col-
lege level and 
six years as a 
p ro fes s iona l 
baseball play-
er, pitching 
for the Boston 
Red Sox minor 
league system. 
He has been inducted into 
two halls of fame - the Mis-
sissippi Semi-Professional 

Baseball Hall of Fame (1988) 
and the Jackson State Uni-
versity Sports Hall of Fame 
(2005).

A documentary crew with the 
British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion recently visited Mississippi to 
film a documentary on students in 
America. On January 15, 2015, the 
crew stopped at Northwest Jackson 
IB Middle School to conduct inter-
views with students for BBC News-
round. BBC Newsround is a long-
running producer of news programs 
for children ages 6-12 in the United 
Kingdom and it has been on the air 
for 43 years.

“It is powerful when students, 
right here in Jackson, Miss., have 
the opportunity to connect learn-
ing with a real world experience,” 
said Principal Chinelo Evans. “Our 
staff was elated to hear the insightful 
questions that our students asked our 
guests from the United Kingdom.

“The International Baccalaure-
ate program offered at Northwest 
strives to prepare students to be 
leaders in a global economy. We are 
very appreciative to have had the 
opportunity to show ours friends in 
the U.K. that Jackson, Miss., and the 
Jackson Public School District are 

setting trends in the fields of teach-
ing and learning. The experience 
that was afforded to our students 
was priceless.”

Northwest Jackson IB Middle 
School is one of several schools that 
BBC approached across the country 
to participate in the feature story on 
American education and culture. So 
far, they have visited schools in Phil-
adelphia, Washington, and Jackson.

The aim of the program is to ex-
plain what day-to-day life is like for 
American children, what their hopes 
are for the future, and what things 
are important to them.

Students were asked to share 
their thoughts about President Barak 
Obama and life in Mississippi. The 
15-minute documentary on the lives 
of kids in America is expected to air 
in March.

JPS athletics director named 
MAAA conference president

Northwest IB Middle 
School students to be 
featured on the BBC

BBC producers interviewed students of Northwest Jackson IB Middle School for a feature on education in America 
to air on BBC’S Newsround in March 2015.

BBC producers talk with  Northwest Jackson IB Middle School Principal 
Chinelo Evans

Johnson

Wingfield Principal Dr. Willie Killins Jr., students Keishawn Hunt and Tamia Marks, and Trustmark CEO 
Jerry Host

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Wingfield High School Fresh-
man Academy students learned 
about the importance of financial 
planning from one of Mississip-
pi’s leading financial institutions, 
Trustmark National Bank.

Trustmark announced the 
launch of its first Trustmark Fi-
nancial Scholars Program at 
Wingfield on December 9, 2014. 
The program will be in 125 
schools across Mississippi in 
honor of the institution’s 125th 
anniversary.

Wingfield Principal Dr. Willie 
Killins Jr. welcomed participants 
and encouraged the students to 
listen very closely to the guest 

speaker, as he heads one of the 
largest banks in the state.

Freshman Academy stu-
dent leaders Tamia Marks and 
Keishawn Hunt introduced 
Trustmark CEO Jerry Host and 
thanked him for bringing the fi-
nancial literacy program to Wing-
field. The event allowed Host to 
interact with 230 students at the 
school as he shared details about 
the program and the importance 
of financial literacy.

The Trustmark Financial 
Scholars Program is an interac-
tive, web-based financial educa-
tion course that contains seven 
module topics, including credit 
scores, insurance, credit cards, 

taxes, investing, savings, 401Ks, 
and mortgages.

Wingfield High School Acade-
my Coach Ifey Anyanwu worked 
closely with Trustmark represen-
tatives to bring the financial litera-
cy program to Wingfield students. 
Anyanwu described the program 
as a new and fun, yet challenging 
way, to learn financial education 
and planning.

It was created by Trustmark 
with collaborator EverFi Inc., 
a leading education technology 
company that applies the latest in 
video, animation, and 3-D gam-
ing technology to bring financial 
concepts to life for today’s digital 
generation.

Wingfield High School 
Freshman Academies students 
learn about financial literacy 

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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The National Pan-Hellenic 
Council of the Metro Jackson 
Area held its 2015 Warm Coats 
& Warm Hearts drive with a joy 
of excitement on January 19, 
2015.

In observance of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., holiday, the 
organization collected approxi-
mately 500 coats in support of 
the national campaign spon-
sored by Good Morning Ameri-
ca and the American Broadcast-
ing Company.

The National Pan-Hellenic 
Council local sororities and fra-
ternities convened at Burlington 
Coat Factory at the Metro Cen-
ter Mall to make the presenta-
tion to the store. The assistant 

store manager Shelley Miller 
said, “This is one of the largest 
donations for 2014-2015.”

The National Pan-Hellenic 
Council was founded on May 
9, 1930 on the campus of How-
ard University. Globally, in its 
eighty-four years of existence 
across the world, it has embod-
ied over 1.4 million members.

The local and national in-
corporated affiliated chapters 
are Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority, Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Kappa Al-
pha Psi Fraternity, Phi Beta Sig-
ma Fraternity, Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, and Iota Phi Theta 
Fraternity.

The JSU 
Center for 
U n i v e r s i t y -
Based De-
v e l o p m e n t 
(CUBD) is 
planning a 
ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for 
a “Little Free 
Library” for 
kids at 1 p.m. 
on Jan. 27.

To be lo-
cated at the e-
City Center on 
the corner of 
Dalton Street 
and Walter 
Payton Drive, 
the structure 
is part of a 
national and 
worldwide ef-
fort to provide 
free books, 
according to 
Heather Wil-
cox, CUBD’s 
Neighborhood 
Development 
manager.

While the lo-
cation is aimed 
at providing 
free books 
for Blackburn 
Middle School 
students, it’s 
not limited to 
kids, Wilcox 
said. Rather, 
it’s a “take a 
book, return a 
book” gather-
ing place for 
people of all ages to share 
their favorite literature and 
stories.

The concept began in 2009 
when Todd Bol of Hudson, 
Wis., built a small model 
of a one-room schoolhouse 
as a tribute to his mother, a 
former school teacher who 
loved reading. He filled it 
with books and put it on a 
post in his front yard. His 
neighbors and friends loved 
it. He built several more and 
gave them away. Each one 
had a sign that read “free 
books.”

It rapidly grew from there, 
with the University of Wis-
consin-Madison adopting 
the idea. It became a non-
profit in 2012 and now more 
than 15,000 Little Free Li-
braries have been built - in 
different sizes and shapes.

This structure will be the 
third in Jackson - the oth-
ers are in Fondren and Bel-
haven.

“This is the first in West 
Jackson,” Wilcox said. Oth-
ers are planned.

At the ceremony, members 
of the Call Me Mister orga-
nization will read to chil-

dren, she said. Refreshments 
will be provided.

The event is sponsored by 
CUBD with book donations 
by the Jackson State Uni-
versity Mississippi Learning 
Institute, the Interdisciplin-
ary Alcohol and Drug Stud-
ies Center and the College of 
Education & Human Devel-
opment.

For more information, or 
to donate books, call Wilcox 
at 601-979-5828.

For more information 
about the national program, 
see: http://littlefreelibrary.
org

National History Day 
(NHD) announced this week 
the 15 student and teacher 
teams from 13 states and 
Guam selected to participate 
in the 2015 Normandy: Sac-
rifice for Freedom Albert H. 
Small Student and Teacher 
Institute. 

Isaiah McKay, 11th grade, 
McComb High School stu-
dent and Digital Media 
teacher, Alan Wheat will 
represent Mississippi in 
Normandy, France.

This program will im-
merse student and teacher in 
the history of the Normandy 
Invasion and the service 
members who gave their 
lives. 

This is National History 
Day’s fifth year running the 
Normandy program. NHD’s 
executive director Dr. Cathy 
Gorn, said, “We are very for-
tunate to be able to provide 
this life-changing education-
al opportunity to students. It 
is only through the generos-
ity of Albert H. Small that 
these students are able to 

take this personal journey.”
Prior to traveling to 

France, McKay must com-
plete selected readings, re-
view video interviews with 
veterans, engage in online 
discussions with other par-
ticipants, and research a lo-
cal silent hero.

As part of this program, 
McKay is required to make 
a presentation that brings to 
life critical moments in the 
Normandy Campaign.

The Institute will cul-
minate in a day of remem-
brance where, on the eve of 
Independence Day, McKay 
will give a eulogy to an indi-
vidual soldier, sailor, or ma-
rine from Mississippi who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.

Harold Owens, III, a se-
nior chemistry major at 
Jackson State University, 
has been notified he has been 
accepted into the University 
of Michigan’s chemical en-
gineering Ph.D. program for 
Fall 2015.

That’s great news for 
Owens, and it’s sweetened 
by the fact that he was also 
awarded a fellowship total-
ing more than $42,000 per 
year for up to five years to 
cover stipend, tuition and 
health insurance.

“I’m really excited. It’s a 
new step from undergradu-
ate school,” said Owens, 21, 
an Indianapolis, Ind., native.

He said, since he received 
word of the acceptance into 
the Michigan program last 
week, he has been “just try-
ing to get ready, mentally 
and physically.”

“Harold is an outstanding 
student at JSU and has won 
numerous accolades,” said 
Dr. Jacqueline J. Stevens, 
associate professor of Biol-
ogy. “It was not a surprise 

to me that he was accepted 
in this program with many 
more acceptances to come, I 
am sure.”

Owens is a MARC Schol-
ar, said Stevens, who is di-
rector of JSU’s Maximizing 
Access to Research Careers, 
or MARC program.

The goal of the program 
is to enhance the academic 
preparation and research 
training of underrepresented 
students who aspire to enter 
and earn Ph.D. degrees or 
combined M.D.-Ph.D. pro-
grams in biomedical and be-
havioral sciences.

Owens credited Dr. Hon-
gtao Yu, chair of the De-
partment of chemistry and 

biochemistry, for steering 
him toward the MARC pro-
gram. He said he’s especial-
ly grateful for Stevens “who 
got me into the program,” 
and for associate chemistry 
professor Dr. Alamgir Hos-
sain, who is his principal in-
vestigator in research proj-
ects.

“It really prepared me for 
this opportunity,” Owens 
said.

The MARC trainees must 
be honors students major-
ing in the sciences who have 
an expressed interest in a 
biomedical research career 
and who intend to pursue 
postgraduate work leading 
to a Ph.D., M.D.-Ph.D., or 
other combined professional 
degree-Ph.D.

“We appreciate his dedi-
cation and hard work in rep-
resenting Jackson State Uni-
versity, the Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Department 
and the MARC Program,” 
Stevens said.

For more on the MARC 
program, see: http://www.
jsums.edu/csetsss/marc/

Local sororities and fraternities 
honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

“A day on, not a day off”  
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Kids — and adults! — 
to have ‘Little Free 
Library’ with JSU’s help

Local sororities and fraternities gathers at Burlington Coat Factory at the Metro Center Mall to make the Warm Coats & Warm Hearts drive 
presentation to the store.

The Mississippi 
Link Newswire

NHD selects McComb 
student and teacher team to 
pay tribute to WWII heroes

JSU senior in chemistry 
tapped for $42K Ph.D. 
program scholarship

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Owens



Well, the first 
month of 2015 is 
slowly fading into 
the sunset and fast 
approaching is a 
month of proud 
racial recognition 

- February, the chosen period to cel-
ebrate Black History Month.

We are fresh off the celebration of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday; 
a day/weekend filled with so many 
movements that paid homage to a 
wonderful man.

My husband and I were in Mem-
phis on the actual holiday, Monday, 
January 19, 2015. The Lorraine 
Motel, where Dr. King was slain, 
and the MLK Civil Rights Museum, 
were extremely busy with tourists 
from all over the world. The Beale 
Street District, which is where both 
facilities are located, was the mecca 
of attraction for all who wanted to 
pay tribute to Dr. King.

I know that across the country, 
churches were actively involved in 
the celebratory events for Dr. King, 
as well as social, service, civic, and 
political organizations.

While listening to a broadcast me-
dium, I learned that several activist 
groups have been encouraging a link 
to bring attention to the racial un-
rest that has been prominent across 
the country during the past several 
months and the MLK Holiday. Some 
include: #ReclaimMLK, #Dayo-
fAction, #WWWMLKD, #Pled-
geOfResistance and #BeLikeKing.  
Walks were staged across the coun-
try to bring attention to the injustices 
of Dr. King and to the injustices that 
continue to plague several popula-
tions of this country.

As I researched the activities that 
took place on MLK Day, I began to 
think about the causes that so many 
people become active for various 
reasons.

Then I thought -Wow, how won-
derful it is to be affiliated with peo-
ple who really care about making 
this world a better place. Yes, there 
are many and yes, we do need more 
people to stand up and fight for a 
cause, but we need even more people 
to stand up and fight for Jesus!

As we embark upon Black His-
tory Month, let’s not forget that 
because of God’s grace and mercy, 
African Americans have overcome 
so much but there is still much work 
to do. We must not consider the suc-
cesses made thus far to be the end of 
the cause. We must continue to call 
upon the Lord, to seek Him first, to 
strengthen our faith and believe that 
through Him all things are possible.

So, let’s get up - get ready - get 
God! God’s movement will give 
us eternal life. Isn’t He the greatest 
movement to share?

Remember the verse I share with 
you every week - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messenger 
for news in and around the state of 
Mississippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to share 
your news and the news of your 
place of worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins, reli-
gion@mississippilink.com. Fax 601-
896-0091 or mail your information 
to The Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Keep moving to the Promised Land
Monday I had 

the good pleasure 
of serving as the 
keynote speaker 
for my home-
town’s annual 
Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day of Unity Celebration. 
The day began at noon with a gath-
ering on the courthouse grounds 
for old time religion and reflection 
on our decades old stride towards 
freedom.

I stood in a crowd of black folks, 
with a couple of whites and a La-
tino for good measure, and imag-
ined that most of them were old 
enough to not have to know King 
through history books and video 
clips. They swayed with the rhythm 
of the bluesy Gospel singing, possi-
bly feeling that in some way we’ve 
already overcome.

After the preacher gave a fiery 
message (in that cadence so essen-
tial to most Southern black Bap-
tists) about King being an anointed 
drum major, we marched under 
pleasant skies to Hazlehusrt High 
School to culminate the weekend’s 
celebratory events.

As I marched from the court-
house to the high school from which 
I graduated in 2000, I thought about 
how far we have come as a people, 
as a nation. I thought too about how 
far God had brought me and how 
humble I remain for those who 
helped make me the man that I am. 

Flanked by preachers and every-
day folks who may have marched 
with Martin, I felt the power of their 
past witness to the powers. There 
would be no ferocious dogs and fire 
hoses, however; those who looked 
on as we marched waved affection-
ately and cheered us on. There was 
no clear and present danger, just a 
brief reenactment of history that 
swallowed me up in nostalgia.

Once we arrived at the high 
school auditorium where the ser-
vice was to be held, my mind was 
flooded with teenage memories 

from a decade ago. I walked into the 
building and was reminded of how 
I once walked those halls five days 
a week. What’s more, I recalled that 
it was more than a decade ago when 
I delivered my first public oration. It 
had taken place on that campus dur-
ing a black history month program 
held in my junior year. I remember 
not wanting to do it. My oral com-
munications teacher asked me - no, 
told me - that I was to do a Dr King 
speech during the assembly. When 
I objected she quickly informed 
me that this was not up for debate 
and handed me a tape of some of 
King’s most memorable speeches. 
I was frightened at the prospect of 
speaking in front of hundreds of my 
colleagues. I was much too shy, too 
socially anxious, to want to do it. 
But I pushed beyond my trepidation 
and did the speech.

Not wanting to revisit the 
“Dream” speech, one we are nau-
seatingly familiar with, I did parts 
of his “Drum Major Instinct” and 
“Mountaintop” speeches. The parts 
of those speeches where he made 
reference to his death most inter-
ested me. I wanted us to remember 
not simply the Dreamer who went 
to D.C., but the courageous and 
complicated prophet who would 
ultimately lay down his life without 
any hopes of immediate resurrec-
tion.

Memories gave me pause. When 
I later stood to deliver that after-
noon’s keynote address, I couldn’t 
help but be reminded of all that had 
brought me to that moment. I never 
shall forget.

Much like I did several years 
ago, I sought to move the collective 
imagination of those gathered from 
the preacher who dreamed out loud 
in the shadow of Lincoln Memo-
rial, to the anxiety-ridden, weary-
bodied messenger whose mind was 
preoccupied with the Vietnam War, 
American poverty, global revolu-
tions, and his own death. I turned to 
the ecumenical and cosmopolitan 
King, the man who forsook the lim-
itedness of being a black civil rights 

leader in favor of being a prophet 
for justice everywhere; the dreamer 
who began to wonder if his dream 
had become a nightmare; the weep-
ing prophet who prayed for yellow 
folks running from napalm bombs, 
brown folks struggling as migrant 
workers, and white folks burdened 
by Appalachian poverty.

This King was not simply the 
property of black folks, nor was 
his message simply for the libera-
tion of the great grandchildren of 
enslaved Africans. This King was 
one that sought to let a Jesus ethic, 
a love ethic, a soul force permeate 
His being and reach out to the least 
of these everywhere, regardless of 
color, country, or creed.

I took them from the dream to the 
mountaintop.

April 3, 1968, the night before 
his martyrdom, the Baptist min-
ister stood in a Pentecostal pulpit 
in Memphis and proclaimed that 
he moved from dream to vision. 
King shared with the congregation 
at Mason Temple Church of God 
in Christ that there would be some 
difficult days ahead but that God 
had taken him, that prophet like 
Moses, to the mountaintop. There 
in a vision he surveyed the Prom-
ised Land he would not be able to 
enter. Nevertheless, he was certain 
that we as a people would get there. 
There had been many victories to 
that point - the bus boycotts, the 
passage of civil rights legislation. 
But these societal and legal high-
lights were not the Promised Land. 
Egypt was in the distance but the 
people were at Canaan’s edge.

Forty-something years have 
gone by since that time and Mar-
tin’s dream has been deferred but 
never denied; sometimes a night-
mare, sometimes seemingly a uto-
pian fantasy. However, much good 
has happened. Much in our political 
and social world has changed for 
the better. America is greater now 
because of the righteous actions 
of a creative minority determined 
to keep striding toward freedom, 
toward the Promised Land. And 

many would say, have said; that 
the election of Barack Obama was 
entry into the Promised Land. The 
Joshua generation had finally ar-
rived.

Yet we know better. Yes, maybe 
we’re in the Promised Land. But 
there are some giants in this land; 
there are fortified cities in this land. 
With two wars, a global economic 
crisis, ten percent domestic unem-
ployment, devastation in Haiti, we 
still have some difficult days ahead. 
All is not well. The Promise has 
come with many problems.

And yet, hope unfettered flies 
upward. Truth crushed to the earth 
rises again. And we must keep 
moving forward. No more time for 
dreaming, time to make reality. Gi-
ants do die, Jericho walls do fall, 
and victory can be ours, but this 
does not happen simply by wait-
ing on a president to take action or 
a preacher to bring fire down from 
heaven. We must keep moving for-
ward. Though we’ve grown tired of 
moving and would rather celebrate 
those who moved before us, we 
can’t stop now. We must keep mov-
ing forward. We can’t grow weary, 
lest all our marching, lobbying, 
protesting, praying, fasting, preach-
ing, voting, loving, and living have 
been in vain. We must keep moving 
forward.

As in King’s day, there are still 
wars and rumors of wars, poverty 
is still profound in the wealthiest 
nation on earth, and people are still 
judged by the color of their skin and 
not the content of their character. 
Much has changed, yes, but all is 
not right with the world. After the 
celebrations, after days of unity, we 
must still arise and keep moving, 
lest we die as dreamers yearning for 
a promised place we can only enter 
when we choose to, by all means, 
keep moving forward.

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate of 
the University of MS and Duke Uni-
versity, serves as the director of Stu-
dent Religious Life at Alcorn State 
University and is the pastor of Mt. 
Helm Baptist Church in Jackson. 

R E i g n i n g 
A n n o u n c E M E n t s

True Light M. B. Church, 224 E. Bell St., Jackson, is 
hosting a corporate fast for all who would like to par-
ticipate now through Sunday, January 25, at midnight. 
This fast is designed to set the course for the entire 
year by giving God the first in all things. This year’s 
Fast theme is “Breaking Spiritual Heaviness.” A prayer 
and fasting guide that contains daily scripture(s) for 
meditation and a specific topic for daily prayer is avail-
able to all participants. In addition to the daily scrip-
tural focus, daily prayer will also be held via the “Light 
Line” on Monday thru Friday, through January 25, from 
6 - 6:30 a.m. The “Light Line” call-in number and pass-
code is 1-567-704-3411; 224BellSt# or (224235578#).    
Please note this is not a toll-free number. True Light 
M.B. Church is not responsible for the cost of the calls.   
For additional information about participation in the 
Fasting, for services offered at True Light, or to speak 
with the pastor, call 601-353-7364 or 601-607-7011.  
Rev. Marcus Cheeks is pastor.

Mt. Nebo M. B. Church, 1245 Tunica St., Jackson, will 
honor the church’s first lady, Felice Wicks, on Janu-
ary 25, 2015, with a breakfast reception at 8 a.m. in 
the fellowship hall; in lieu of the 8 a.m. service. The 
Pastor’s Appreciation Service, honoring Rev. John A. 
Wicks, Jr. will be held on Sunday, January 25, at 3 p.m.  
Rev. Reginald Buckley, pastor of Cade Chapel M. B. 
Church, will be the guest speaker. For more informa-
tion call 601.969.3511.
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Proverbs, the ultimate life coach 
I pray that since 

my last published 
article in The Mis-
sissippi Link, your 
holidays were 
filled with joy and 
fellowship.

Today, we will pick up where we 
left off with the series “Proverbs, 
the ultimate life coach.”

God offers His life-coaching 
services free of charge as we see in 
Proverbs 8:1, 4, “Does not wisdom 
cry out, And understanding lift up 
her voice? To you, O men, I call, 
and my voice is to the sons of men.” 

What God has to say is pure and 
righteous. Proverbs 8:8: “All the 
words of my mouth are in righ-
teousness. There is nothing crooked 
or perverse in them.” We need to 
hear what God has to say to us be-
cause He above all can be trusted. 
We listen to people but we need to 
listen to the word of God because it 
is righteous and can benefit us the 
most.

God’s word is easy to understand. 
Proverb 8:9: “They are all plain to 
him who understands, right to those 
who find knowledge.” God’s word 
is easy to understand but we must 
have a receptive heart. 

In order to be receptive to what 
God has to say we must value what 
He says.  Proverbs 8:10 reads: “Re-
ceive my instruction rather than sil-
ver; knowledge rather than choice 
gold.” God’s word must be placed 
above anything in this world. Prov-
erb 8:11, “For wisdom is better than 
rubies. All the things that may be 

desired can’t be compared to it.” 
We value God’s word above 

riches (v. 10), because His wisdom 
is better than riches (v. 11).  Verse 19 
says God’s wisdom produces fruit 
that is better than riches: “My fruit 
is better than gold, yes, than fine 
gold; my yield than choice silver.” 
So many people have missed out 
on experiencing verse 19 because 
like the rich young ruler in Mark 10, 
they have a love for God but they 
love money more. So, they have 
been hoodwinked and bamboozled 
by the deceits of wealth and are 
missing out on abundant life, the 
richest form life. 

According to Proverbs 8:19: I 
am actually richer than both Donald 
Trump and Oprah because I have 
God’s wisdom that is better than 
riches and it produces better fruit.  

If you don’t truly value God’s 
word then you will not reap the rich 
benefits of it. If you do not value 
God’s word above all things that 
spells trouble for your life. The one 
who does not receive God’s wis-
dom is the opposite of Proverbs. 
8:13: which says, “The fear of the 
LORD is to hate evil. I hate pride, 
arrogance, the evil way, and the per-
verse mouth.” To reject God’s word 
is to love evil, it is prideful and God 
hates pride which means you will 
be punished in some way for not ac-
cepting and obeying God’s wisdom.   

The Matthew Poole’s Commen-
tary said, “Pride; which he mentions 
first, is most hateful to God, and 
most opposite to true wisdom and 
most opposite to the fear of God...” 

Once again Proverbs 8:19:  tells 
us that God’s wisdom produces fruit 

that is better than gold and choice 
silver. The question is how can we 
experience the fruit of wisdom that 
is better than gold and choice silver? 
Proverbs 3 tells us how.

1) Make God’s word a part of 
your daily life (Proverbs 3:1) First 
of all, Proverbs 3:1 dittos what I 
have just said about Proverbs. 8 
“…don’t forget my teaching; but 
let your heart keep my command-
ments.” Learn to honor God’s word. 
Let it be the determining factor for 
your decisions in life. We need to 
practice asking ourselves what does 
God’s word say about the issues we 
face and then apply His word ac-
cordingly. 

Proverbs 3:2 reads:  “…for length 
of days, and years of life, and peace, 
will they add to you.”

Some people have committed 
suicide because they were not hap-
py with their lives. What good is life 
if you have no peace of mind? What 
good are riches if you are depressed 
and hooked on drugs?

The sad thing is God offers a life 
of peace for a long period of time 
if we would only accept His wis-
dom. Remember that the Hebrew 
word for life here is chay (khah’-ee) 
which means fresh plant, fresh year 
or fresh water. Those who receive 
and obey God’s wisdom will not 
live a dead boring life, because God 
will keep it fresh and lively. 

But there’s more. Not only will 
their lives be lively or strong, but 
they will have peace. The Hebrew 
word here is shalowm. They will 
feel safe and secure in this unstable 
world.

Here are some other definitions 

for the word shalom: It means good 
health, happy, friendly…it doesn’t 
matter how mean people around 
you may be you will still be friendly 
and happy. 

But there is more…not only will 
you be lively, strong, happy, friend-
ly, and in good health, but you will 
be lively, strong, happy, friendly, 
and in good health for a long time. 
That’s how God’s wisdom produc-
es fruit that is better than gold and 
choice silver.  

2) Make truth and mercy a daily 
practice.  Proverbs 3:3 reads: “Don’t 
let kindness and truth forsake you. 
Bind them around your neck. Write 
them on the tablet of your heart.” 
By the way, kindness and truth are 
requirements God expects of His 
people. Galatians 6:10 says, “…as 
we have opportunity, let’s do what 
is good toward all men, and espe-
cially toward those who are of the 
household of the faith.”

The word for good in this verse 
is agathos which means benefit. 
God wants His people to always be 
a benefit to those around them (salt 
of the earth). The Lord especially 
wants us to have integrity (honesty). 
As humans, we tend to slip when no 
one is watching, but God wants us 
to be ever mindful that He knows 
secrets of our hearts and is always 
present when no one else is around. 
We show God the utmost respect 
when we do what’s right when no 
one is watching. 

If we practice kindness and truth, 
good things will happen to us and 
for us. Proverbs 3:4 reads: “So you 
will find favor and good under-
standing in the sight of God and 

n E w s  f R o M  t h E  w o R d

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

P A s t o R A L  P o i n t s

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

man.” Notice, it says you will find fa-
vor. The word find in Hebrew means 
to meet. So, you will eventually cross 
paths with favor as you go from place 
to place in life. No matter where you 
go and no matter where God sends 
you, you will find favor even in the 
worst places. The Prophet Ezekiel was 
led to a valley of dry bones, but he 
found favor there and the bones came 
to life with flesh.

The three Hebrew boys were 
thrown into a furnace and were sup-
posed to die but they found favor and 
lived amidst a deadly furnace.

Practice kindness and truth and it 

will serve as a magnet to draw God’s 
favor along with the favor of people.

Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 
of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. Residents of 
Madison, he and wife, Minister Yolan-
da; are the proud parents of three 
daughters. He received degrees from 
Criswell College in Dallas; Southern 
Methodist University - Perkins School 
of Theology; and a Masters of Divin-
ity from Memphis Theological Semi-
nary. He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or e-
mail karab5@live.com.



We are asked 
to treat each 
other with more 
kindness, cour-
tesy, humil-
ity, patience and 
forgiveness. We 

do have high expectations of 
one another and all can im-
prove. Our world cries out for 
more disciplined living of the 
commandments of God.

Again and again during our 
Lord’s ministry, He issued a 
call that was at once an invi-
tation and a challenge.

To Peter and his brother 
Andrew, Christ said, “Fol-
low Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” (Matthew 
4:19) To the rich young man 
who asked what he must do 
to have eternal life, Jesus 
answered, “Go and sell that 
thou hast and give to the 
poor, and come and follow 
Me.” (Matthew 19:21) And to 
each of us Jesus says, “If any 
man serve Me, let him follow 
Me.” (John 12:26)

The Lord’s invitation to 

follow Him is individual and 
personal, and it is compel-
ling. We cannot stand forever 
between two opinions. Each 
of us must at some time face 
the crucial question: “Whom 
say ye that I am?” (Matthew 
16:15) Our personal salvation 
depends on our answer to that 
question and our commitment 
to that answer.

Peter’s revealed answer 
was: “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God.” 
(Matthew 16:16) Many, 
many witnesses can give an 
identical answer by the same 
power, and I join with them 
in humble gratitude. But we 
must each answer the ques-
tion for ourselves - if not now, 
then later; for at the last day, 
every knee shall bow and ev-
ery tongue shall confess that 
Jesus is the Christ.

Our challenge is to answer 
correctly and live accordingly 
before it is everlastingly too 
late. Since Jesus is indeed 
the Christ, what must we do?  
Christ’s supreme sacrifice can 
find full fruition in our lives 
only as we accept the invita-

tion to follow Him. This call 
is not irrelevant, unrealistic 
or impossible. 

To follow an individual 
means to watch him or lis-
ten to him closely; to accept 
his authority, to take him as 
a leader, to obey him; to sup-
port and advocate his ideas; 
and to take him as a model. 
Each of us can accept this 
challenge.

Peter said, “Christ also suf-
fered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should fol-
low His steps.” (1 Peter 2:21)  
Just as teachings that do not 
conform to Christ’s doctrine 
are false, so a life that does 
not conform to Christ’s ex-
ample is misdirected and may 
not achieve its high potential 
destiny.

For those who have not yet 
embraced the Gospel, fol-
lowing Christ means that you 
must learn of Him and obey 
His Gospel. Righteousness 
must start in our own individ-
ual lives. It must be incorpo-
rated into family living. Par-
ents have the responsibility 
to follow the principles of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
teach them to their children.

Religion must be part of 
our living. The Gospel of Je-
sus Christ must become the 
motivating influence in all we 
do. There must be more striv-
ing within in order to follow 
the great example set by the 
Savior, if we are to become 
more like Him.

This becomes our great 
challenge. I witness that Je-
sus is the Christ, the Savior 
of the world. If only we could 
catch the vision and conform 
our lives to His teachings, we 
would find that joy which has 
been promised to us.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III 
is pastor of Joynes Road 
Church of God, 31 Joynes 
Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is married to Velma L. 
Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.
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1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760
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SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class
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Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
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Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of January 22

1.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
2.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
3.	 Let	The	Church	Say	Amen	 Andrae	Crouch	Featuring	Marvin	Winans
4.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
5.	 Fill	Me	Up	 	 	 Casey	J
6.	 Say	Yes		 	 	 Michelle	Williams	Featuring	Beyonce	and	Kelly	Rowland
7.	 I	Will	Trust	 	 	 Fred	Hammond
8.	 I	Am		 	 	 	 Jason	Nelson
9.	 Soon	And	Very	Soon	 	 Andrae	Crouch	And	The	Disciples
10.	 No	Greater	Love	 	 Smokie	Norful

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Jesus invites us to follow Him - Part III

As a child and 
now as an adult 
woman, some-
thing I’ve always 
admired about 
my Daddy is that 
he always keeps 

his promises. If he says he’s going 
to do something, it’s done.

In fact, even before I could tell 
time as a child, I knew it was 5 
p.m. or dinner time because that 
is the time he always came home 
from work. I may not have always 
agreed with my Daddy, but I’ve 
always trusted and respected him 
because of that consistency.

Some say that the relationship 
you have with your natural father 
also affects how you see your re-
lationship with God. I agree be-
cause I trust my Daddy, I also trust 
God…when he says he’s going to 
do something, I believe it’s going 
to happen.

What I’ve also learned as an 
adult is that God’s promises are 
trustworthy even when others 
are not. Sometimes I’ve thought 
that because what I believed God 
promised didn’t happen when I 
thought it should, the promise had 
changed.

One of the most intriguing mov-
ies I’ve seen in recent years was 
The Adjustment Bureau which 
shows how much our free will can 
impact the preordained plans for 
our lives. A friend recommended 
that I see it and thought I would 
enjoy it because it had great spiri-
tual concepts that I should pay 
attention to. He was right; I did 
enjoy the movie and especially 
liked the following lines spoken 
by Harry Mitchell, played by An-
thony Mackie, “Most people live 

life on the path we set for them. 
Too afraid to explore any other. 
But once in a while people like 
you come along and knock down 
all the obstacles we put in your 
way. People who realize free will 
is a gift, you’ll never know how to 
use it until you fight for it. I think 
that’s The Chairman’s real plan. 
And maybe, one day, we won’t 
write the plan. You will.”

These lines reminded me of 
scriptures in the bible that talk 
about God and his plans for our 
lives. Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many 
are the plans in a person’s heart, 
but it is the LORD’s purpose that 
prevails.”  Since God gave us free 
will and the ability to choose, may-
be part of His greater purpose is 
that we start making better choices 
and remember His promises.

One day as I was praying, this 
thought came to my spirit about 
promises from God that I am still 
waiting for him to fulfill: “God’s 
promise remains the same even 
when people leave and circum-
stances change.” Since I’d been 
praying about some recent chang-
es in my life, I thought of it as an 
answer to my prayers about those 
recent changes.

It was comforting to know 
that no matter how long I’d been 
waiting on those promises to be 
fulfilled, God’s promises were 
still valid. I just needed to keep 
waiting because even if the plan 
changed, God’s promises remain 
unchanged.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at love-
hangover@juno.com, at www.she-
wandariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 

Rock God’s promises:   
choices and changes

Michael T. Williams
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Home Not Built by Man”
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WASHINGTON (AP) - Medi-
care’s top administrator unex-
pectedly resigned Friday, be-
coming the latest casualty in 
the turmoil over the president’s 
health care law, which is still 
struggling for acceptance even 
as millions benefit from expand-
ed coverage.

Marilyn Tavenner’s depar-
ture underscores the uncertainty 
overshadowing President Barack 
Obama’s health care law nearly 
five years after its party-line pas-
sage by a then-Democratic-led 
Congress. The Supreme Court 
will hear a challenge to the le-
gality of the law’s financial sub-
sidies this spring, and a new Re-
publican Congress is preparing 
more repeal votes.

A former intensive care nurse 
with a businesslike approach to 
a divisive area of public policy, 
Tavenner told staff in an email 
that she’s stepping down at the 
end of February with “sadness 
and mixed emotions.” Her chief 

of staff is also leaving.
Tavenner, 63, survived the 

technology meltdown that ini-
tially paralyzed HealthCare.gov. 
She remained in place even as 
her boss, former Health and Hu-
man Services secretary Kathleen 
Sebelius, left office following 
signals of White House unhap-
piness.

But Tavenner was embar-
rassed last fall when she testified 
to Congress that 7.3 million peo-
ple were fully enrolled for pri-
vate coverage under the health 
law. That number turned out to 
be an over-count that exagger-
ated the total by about 400,000 
people. The error, discovered by 
Republican congressional staff, 
was termed “unacceptable” by 
new HHS Secretary Sylvia M. 
Burwell.

Tavenner had played a key role 
in the 2013 decision to go live 
with HealthCare.gov, signing a 
required cybersecurity clearance 
after technology professionals 
under her balked because test-
ing was incomplete. The website 

later passed security tests and re-
ceived full authority to operate.

In her farewell message, 
Tavenner termed the health 
law’s online insurance markets 
“a success.” But she also said 
her job, which involves over-
sight of Medicare and Medicaid 
as well, was a “huge and com-
plex responsibility” and “we had 
many additional challenges put 
before us” because of Obama’s 
health law. Roughly one in three 
Americans are covered by health 
insurance programs run by the 
Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services.

Despite Tavenner’s close asso-
ciation with “Obamacare,” some 
senior Republicans in Congress 
said they were sorry to see her 
leave.

“She has proven herself to be 
a strong leader and a straight 
shooter who brought in much-
needed private sector sensibil-
ity into the agency,” Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, said in a state-
ment. “I truly appreciate her ser-
vice and wish her the very best in 

her next adventure.”
But former House oversight 

chairman Darrell Issa, R-Calif., 
said, “Tavenner had to go.” The 
over-count, discovered by his 
staff, “was a deplorable example 
of an agency trying to scam the 
American people,” Issa said. The 
administration insists it was only 
a mistake, resulting from a dou-
ble-count of people with dental 
coverage.

In her own message to the 
department, current HHS Sec-
retary Burwell called Tavenner 
“one of our most esteemed and 
accomplished colleagues” and 
said the decision to leave was 
Tavenner’s.

Tavenner joined HHS shortly 
before the passage of the Afford-
able Care Act. She came from 
state government, having served 
as Virginia’s health secretary un-
der former Democratic Gov. Tim 
Kaine.

Although she started out di-
rectly caring for patients, most 
of her career was spent in hos-
pital administration. She rose 

through the ranks to become a 
top executive of Hospital Corpo-
ration of America.

Andy Slavitt, a former tech-
nology executive who played a 
leading role in the rescue opera-
tion to get HealthCare.gov work-
ing last year, will take over as 
acting Medicare administrator. 
The website is the online portal 
to subsidized private coverage 
for people who don’t have health 
insurance on the job.

Slavitt had impressed the 
White House with his mix of 
technology and management 

skills. He stayed on after Health-
Care.gov stabilized, serving as 
Tavenner’s principal deputy, 
responsible not only for Health-
Care.gov but also for key Medi-
care and Medicaid issues as well.

A permanent replacement 
requires Senate confirmation, 
and any presidential health care 
nominee could face rough go-
ing in the new Republican-led 
Senate. There was no immedi-
ate word on whether the White 
House would submit Slavitt’s 
name for confirmation.

HEALTH

Medicare chief steps down, 
ran health care rollout
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FILE - In this Sept. 18, 2014 file photo, Medicaid administrator Marilyn 
Tavenner testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington. Tavenner - who oversaw 
the rocky rollout of the president’s health care law. - says - she’s stepping 
down at the end of February. AP PHoTo/MAnuEL BALCE CEnETA, FILE

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS - At 
least 50 Ebola hotspots remain 
in the three hardest-hit West Af-
rican countries but new cases 
are declining and the deadly dis-
ease will be defeated, the U.N.’s 
Ebola chief said Thursday.

The latest report from the 
World Health Organization 
showing reductions in Guinea, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone “is 
very good news,” Dr. David Na-
barro said in an interview with 
The Associated Press.

In the week ending Jan. 11, 
WHO said Guinea reported its 
lowest weekly total of new Eb-
ola cases since mid-August. Li-
beria had its lowest total since 
the first week of June and no 
confirmed new cases for the fi-
nal two days of the week. And 
new cases in Sierra Leone de-
clined for a second week to the 
lowest level since the end of 
August.

But Nabarro cautioned that 
“there are still numbers of 
new cases that are alarming, 
and there are hotspots that are 
emerging in new places that 
make me believe there is still 
quite a lot of the disease that 
we’re not seeing.”

There are “at least 50 micro-
outbreaks” underway, and the 
chains of transmission of the 
virus “have still got to be under-
stood,” he said.

The Ebola outbreak has been 
the worst in world history. Ac-
cording to the latest WHO re-
port released Wednesday, there 
have been more than 21,000 
cases and 8,300 deaths. The 
death toll in Liberia as of Sun-
day was 3,538, followed by 
Sierra Leone with 3,062 deaths 
and Guinea with 1,814.

The key, Nabarro said, is 
getting local communities to 
change their traditional healing 
rituals and funeral and burial 
practices which involve a lot 
of contact with body fluids that 

spread Ebola.
In some cases, evidence sug-

gests that as many as 50 people 
have become infected at a single 
funeral, he said.

Nabarro said the national and 
international campaign for safe 
healing and burial practices, 
isolation of suspected cases, 
and quick treatment for Ebola 
victims is working. But he ap-
pealed for greater global support 
including “virus detectives” 
who can identify where there 
are cases, “anthropologists who 
can tell us how the communities 
are reacting,” and managers to 
make sure treatment centers are 
adequately equipped.

“We saw a big shift in be-
haviors in Liberia in November 
and December,” he said. “We’re 
now seeing a big shift of behav-
iors in much of Sierra Leone, 
though there are still one or two 
communities that are reluctant 
to change behavior. And we’re 
beginning to see a big shift in 
behaviors in Guinea as well.”

However, the goal of isolat-
ing and treating 100 percent 
of patients and conducting 100 
percent of burials safely by Jan. 
1 was missed. That’s “a sign of 

the task still to be done,” Na-
barro said.

“Of course, 100 percent of 
safe burials and 100 percent of 
everybody quickly under treat-
ment are still the directions that 
we’re aiming at,” Nabarro said. 
“And I do really anticipate that 
in much of the region, we will 
be there in a very short distance 
in the future, and that’s why 
the number of cases is coming 
down and will continue to come 
down, and we will before long 
see an end to this outbreak.”

Sierra Leone’s President Er-
nest Bai Koroma predicted this 
week that his country would be 
Ebola-free by WHO standards 
by May, which means zero new 
cases for a period of time.

Nabarro said Koroma’s judg-
ment “is based on the way the 
local communities are embrac-
ing the response.”

“I personally would respect 
his judgment and his predic-
tion,” said Nabarro, who just 
returned from a 10-day visit to 
West Africa including all three 
hard-hit countries. “I’m very 
wary myself to make predic-
tions because I just don’t have 
the information.”

UN: At least 50 Ebola hotspots 
remain, but new cases falling

FILE - In this Wednesday, oct. 22, 2014 file photo, a child stands near a 
sign advising of a quarantined home in an effort to combat the spread of 
the Ebola virus in Port Loko, Sierra Leone. on Thursday, Jan. 15, 2015, the 
u.n.’s Ebola chief, Dr. David nabarro, said at least 50 Ebola hotspots remain 
in the three hardest-hit West African countries but new cases are declining 
and the deadly disease will be defeated. AP PHoTo/MICHAEL DuFF, FILE

By Edith M. Lederer
Associated Press

WASHINGTON - The gov-
ernment’s health insurance 
website is quietly sending con-
sumers’ personal data to private 
companies that specialize in ad-
vertising and analyzing Internet 
data for performance and mar-
keting, The Associated Press 
has learned.

The scope of what is dis-
closed or how it might be used 
was not immediately clear, but 
it can include age, income, ZIP 
code, whether a person smokes, 
and if a person is pregnant. It 
can include a computer’s Inter-
net address, which can identify a 
person’s name or address when 
combined with other informa-
tion collected by sophisticated 
online marketing or advertising 
firms.

The Obama administration 
said HealthCare.gov’s con-
nections to data firms were in-
tended to help improve the con-
sumer experience. Officials said 
outside firms are barred from 
using the data to further their 
own business interests.

There is no evidence that per-
sonal information has been mis-
used. But connections to dozens 
of third-party tech firms were 
documented by technology ex-
perts who analyzed HealthCare.
gov and then confirmed by AP. 
A handful of the companies 
were also collecting highly spe-
cific information. That combi-
nation is raising concerns.

Leading lawmakers on Tues-
day asked the administration to 
explain how it oversees the data 
firms to make sure no person-
ally identifiable information is 
improperly used or shared.

“This new information is ex-
tremely concerning, not only 
because it violates the privacy 
of millions of Americans, but 
because it may potentially 
compromise their security,” 
Sens. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, 
and Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, 
wrote to the administration.

Created under the president’s 
health care law, HealthCare.
gov is the online gateway to 
government-subsidized private 
insurance for people who lack 
coverage on the job. It serves 
consumers in 37 states, while 
the remaining states operate 
their own insurance markets.

A former White House chief 
information officer, Theresa 

Payton, said third-party vendors 
are a weak link on any website. 
She questioned both the number 
of vendors on HealthCare.gov 
and the specific details some of 
them are collecting.

“You don’t need all of that 
data to do customer service,” 
said Payton, who served under 
President George W. Bush. “We 
know hackers are just waiting at 
the door, salivating to get at this 
data.”

The privacy concerns come 
against the backdrop of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s new ini-
tiative to protect personal data 
online. Separately, the admin-
istration is getting the health 
care website ready for the final 
enrollment drive of 2015, aim-
ing to have more than 9 million 
people signed up by Feb. 15 for 
subsidized private coverage.

Administration spokesman 
Aaron Albright said outside 
vendors “are prohibited from 
using information from these 
tools on HealthCare.gov for 
their companies’ purposes.” 
The government uses them to 
measure the performance of 
HealthCare.gov so consumers 
get “a simpler, more stream-
lined and intuitive experience,” 
he said.

The administration did not 
explain how it ensures that 
companies were following the 
government’s privacy and secu-
rity policies.

Albright said HealthCare.gov 
comports with standards set by 
the federal National Institute for 
Standards and Technology. But 
recent NIST guidance cautions 
that collecting bits of seeming-
ly random data can be used to 

piece together someone’s iden-
tity.

In a recent visit to the site, 
AP found that certain personal 
details - including age, income 
and smoking habits - were be-
ing passed along, likely with-
out consumers’ knowledge, to 
advertising and Web analytics 
sites.

Third-party outfits that track 
website performance are a 
standard part of e-commerce. 
HealthCare.gov’s privacy pol-
icy said in boldface that “no 
personally identifiable informa-
tion is collected” by these Web 
measurement tools.

Google said it doesn’t allow 
its systems to target ads based 
on health or medical history 
information. “When we learn 
of possible violations of this 
policy, we investigate and take 
swift action,” the company said 
in a statement.

Still, the outside connections 
surprised a tech expert who 
evaluated HealthCare.gov’s 
performance for the AP.

“Personally, I look at this ... 
and I don’t know what is go-
ing on between the government 
and Facebook, and Google, and 
Twitter,” said Mehdi Daoudi, 
CEO of Catchpoint Systems. 
“Why is that there?”

Tracking consumers’ Internet 
searches is a lucrative business, 
helping Google, Facebook and 
others tailor ads to customers’ 
interests. Because your comput-
er and mobile devices can be as-
signed an individual signature, 
profiles of Internet users can be 
pieced together, generating lists 
that have commercial value.

Third-party sites embed-

Government health care website 
quietly sharing personal data

FILE - This nov. 12, 2014 file photo shows the HealthCare.gov website, 
where people can buy health insurance, on a laptop screen, shown in 
Portland, ore. A little-known side to the government’s health insurance 
website, HealthCare.gov, is prompting renewed concerns about privacy, 
just as the White House is calling for stronger cybersecurity protections 
for consumers. AP PHoTo/Don RyAn, FILE

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 
and Jack Gillum 
Associated Press

ded on HealthCare.gov can’t see 
your name, birth date or Social 
Security number. But they may 
be able to correlate the fact that 
your computer accessed the gov-
ernment website with your other 
Internet activities.

Have you been researching a 
chronic illness like coronary ar-
tery blockage? Do you shop online 
for smoking-cessation aids? Are 
you investigating genetic markers 

for a certain type of breast cancer? 
Are you seeking help for financial 
problems, or for an addiction?

Daoudi’s company, Catchpoint 
Systems, came across some 50 
third-party connections embed-
ded on HealthCare.gov. They 
work in the background, unseen 
to most consumers.

The AP replicated the results. 
In one 10-minute visit to Health-
Care.gov recently, dozens of web-

sites were accessed behind the 
scenes. They included Google’s 
data-analytics service, Twitter, 
Facebook and a host of online ad-
vertising providers.

“I think that this could erode ... 
confidentiality when dealing with 
medical data and medical infor-
mation,” said Cooper Quintin, a 
staff technologist with the Elec-
tronic Frontier Foundation, a civil 
liberties group.
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I wasn’t sur-
prised that Ava Du-
Vernay’s “Selma” 
was nearly com-
pletely snubbed 
for the Oscar nom-
inations last week, 

as were several “white” films and 
white actors and directors. 

I never thought that, after last 
year’s breakthrough for “12 Years 
a Slave,” the Oscar voting acad-
emy was going to make another 
powerful drama that put black 
Americans at the center of Ameri-
can history the focus of this year’s 
Oscar ceremonies.

Yes, some of the Oscar voters 
may have used the controversy 
over DuVernay’s portrait of Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson as fig-leaf 
protection to vote against it. That’s 
more despicable than the snub it-
self in my book. 

Although DuVernay’s depic-
tion of Johnson is wrong, I never 
expect any film about a historical 
moment or person to be complete-
ly accurate - precisely because 
every film, no matter how deeply 
fact-based, is a fictional interpreta-
tion of the real story.

“Selma” still stands out as su-
perior story-telling. It poignantly 
recounts one of the great moments 
- a triumph, laced through and 
through with tragedy - of 20th cen-
tury American history. 

The film especially recalled for 
me one of the questions I obsessed 
over growing up in Boston in the 
1960s. That was: who were the 
folks at the back of the line?

I was fortunate in growing up 
in Boston, where the black and 
the liberal white communities had 
very active ties to the Southern 
Movement. In the early 1960s, my 
brother and I joined an Episcopal 
church-based “freedom choir.” 

Later, we attended the Baptist 
church where Martin Luther King 
Jr. had been a co-junior pastor 
while at theology school at Boston 
University.

I was “wired” into the move-
ment in a way few Northern 
teenagers were. But I didn’t kid 
myself. I knew I was many steps 
removed from the danger faced 
daily by the real civil rights activ-
ists and the black Southern teens 
who involved themselves in the 
movement there. 

That was why, as much as I was 
inspired by the movement’s local 
and national leaders, whose names 
appeared in the news dispatches 
from the civil rights’ fronts, I al-

ways wondered about those who 
were there but out of the media 
spotlight.

Nothing dramatized my obses-
sion with that question more than 
the movement’s stand at the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge. In the film, 
and in the real-life television films 
of that moment, we see the march-
ers as they stand, facing the storm 
troopers of the state.

We know they know they were 
facing men who had no compunc-
tion about killing black people and 
their white allies, be they men, 
women or children.

When I saw the television news 
reports of “Bloody Sunday,” that 
long-ago night in March, 1965, it 
made everything plain: Not just 
the movement’s commitment to 
nonviolence even in the face of 
imminent danger. 

It also made plain what those 
in “the line” at Selma and else-
where on the civil rights trail had 
done and were doing. They were 
protecting me - transforming the 
blows meant for me into a force 
that would expand the boundaries 
of opportunity for me all my life.

Thankfully, I was also able to 
realize it wasn’t only all about me. 
I understood the movement’s other 
meanings, too: That intellectual 
keenness and “smarts” weren’t 
limited to the formally educated 
and the socially prominent. That 
rough-hewn speech could be just 
as powerful, if not more so, than 
polished oratory. 

That the ability to inspire and 
lead people existed in and was ex-
ercised by all sorts of people, and 
that participation in communal af-
fairs and collaboration with others 
was vitally important if the com-
munity and individuals within it 
were to advance.

I’m glad for the controversy 
about Ana DuVernay’s “Selma.” 
For it may provide another reason 
for some viewers of all ages to read 
some of the considerable number 
of significant nonfiction books that 
provide a more complete factual 
account of the movement in Selma 
and across the South and North, 
and of America in the 1950s and 
1960s.

That will not only give them a 
fuller understanding of the racist 
fury the freedom struggle in the 
South faced; it will also make even 
clearer the values that fortified the 
civil rights activists in the struggle, 
and why those values proved more 
powerful than the willingness of 
the region’s racist power structure 
and its henchmen to do evil.

Embedded in that understanding 

is another powerful lesson that’s 
always worth re-affirming. It’s not 
only the leaders; it’s those at the 
back of the line, too, who make 
movements for social justice work.

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime 
journalist based in New York City. 
His essay, “Martin Luther King, 

Jr.: The Great Provocateur,” ap-
pears in Africa’s Peacemakers: 
Nobel Peace Laureates of Afri-
can Descent (2014), published by 
Zed Books. His new collection of 
columns, Race Forward: Facing 
America’s Racial Divide in 2014, 
is available at www.amazon,com

E x a c t l y 
what is there 
in one million 
black folks 
united in their 
will and pur-
pose? What is 

in a million brothers and 
sisters who are tired of the 
same old rhetoric, the same 
old leaders, and the same 
old ways of dealing with 
political and economic em-
powerment? 

What’s in a group of one 
million blacks who are 
unapologetic about their 
identity? What’s in such a 
group that, collectively and 
cooperatively, is willing to 
sacrifice some of its mem-
bers’ time, talent, and trea-
sure for the uplift of black 
people in this country?

Considering our relative 
position within the politi-
cal system, is it rational 
to believe that one million 
like-minded black vot-
ers could affect positive 
change by leveraging their 
votes to obtain concessions 
from candidates prior to 
and after an election? 

What would be the result 
of one million black inde-
pendent-thinking voters 
deciding to register as “No 
Party Affiliation” rather 
than as Dems, Repubs, or 
any other formal political 
party? What if we followed 
through on Theodore John-
son’s article on The Root.
com titled, “Black America 
Needs Its Own President?”

Is it reasonable to think 
that one million conscious 
black consumers would 
have the power to affect 
the bottom line of corpora-
tions to the point of getting 
those companies to take 
public positions in support 
of justice for black people?

Could those one million 
consumers ultimately ob-
tain reciprocity in the mar-
ketplace by leveraging and 
redirecting a greater por-
tion of their dollars to their 
own businesses?

Many questions to an-
swer, yes, but those ques-
tions point to choices; they 
will suggest to some of 
us, first, that black people 
would never declare them-
selves independent of the 
Democrat Party and that 
black people will never co-
operate in support of one 
another economically. 

But to others of us those 
questions raise attractive 
alternatives to what we are 
doing now; they suggest 
very strongly that we can 
be more self-determined 
via simple but powerful 
tactics that impact the two 
systems that run this nation 
and the world.

Recognizing that every-
one will not want to walk 
the road toward economic 
and political transition 
(After all, everyone did 
not want to go with Har-
riet Tubman), there are no 
“marching orders” being 
trumpeted by the group 
that is shouldering the re-
sponsibility of bringing to-
gether 1 million conscious 
black voters and consum-
ers. 

This is a “Whosoever 
will, let him come” move-
ment. The movement is 
simply called, “One Mil-
lion Conscious Black Vot-
ers and Contributors.” 

To the skeptics out there 
who think black folks are 

too individualistic to come 
together in such a large 
number, that one million 
black folks will not cooper-
ate, that we have too many 
schisms among us, and we 
will not trust one another, 
we say, “Not so.”

The key word in the 
name of the group is “Con-
scious.” Even further, there 
is no need to pressure any-
one to join. 

I know there are one mil-
lion conscious blacks in 
America (about two per-
cent) who will join this 
movement without being 
prodded, which elimi-
nates our need to cajole, 
persuade, or spend a lot 
of time trying to convince 
them of why they should. 

If we can’t find two in 
every hundred among us, 
the result would be analo-
gous to Abraham failing to 
find a few righteous men in 
Sodom and Gomorrah.

The Million Man March 
proved that blacks will 
come together across re-
ligious, ideological, and 
economic lines for a righ-
teous and necessary cause.

Those who attended 
nearly 20 years ago will 
remember the coopera-
tive and accommodating 
spirit among the men, the 
supportive attitudes of the 
women who stayed home 
and encouraged their men 
to participate, and the sub-
sequent follow through by 
many of the men upon re-
turning home.

Much good work was 
done by individuals who 
were committed and deter-
mined to keep the promise 
they made that day.

As Amefika Geuka al-
ways quotes Marcus Gar-
vey, “There is nothing 
common to man that man 
cannot do.” 

We have already shown 
through many collective 
efforts that all we need are 
a relative few conscious, 
committed, dedicated, and 
intentional men and wom-
en to accomplish the tasks 
at hand.

With that in mind, rather 
than ask “what’s” in a mil-
lion, we must see “who’s” 
in a million? If you have 
not added your name to the 
list, one thing is for sure: 
You are not in the million. 

Names are being added 
every day; just go to www.
amefika.com to be in-
formed, and send an email 
to iamoneofthemillion@
gmail.com to sign up.

We can do more to help 
our organizations, our busi-
nesses, and our schools by 
leveraging our votes and 
by “contributing” our re-
sources to this movement, 
thereby, getting more po-
litical quo in return for our 
political quid and reciproc-
ity in the marketplace. 

Be “One of the Million” 
and let’s finally let our peo-
ple and everyone else know 
that we are very serious 
about being economically 
and politically empowered. 
Whosoever will… 

Jim Clingman, founder 
of the Greater Cincinnati 
African American Cham-
ber of Commerce, is one 
of the nation’s most pro-
lific writer on economic 
empowerment for black 
people. He is an adjunct 
professor at the University 
of Cincinnati and can be 
reached through his Web-
site, blackonomics.com.

?Ask Alma

My brother’s ‘non-
breakup’ breakup 

Dear Alma,
My brother and his fian-

cée broke off their engage-
ment, which was a surprise 
to my whole family. Nobody 
totally knows the story, but 
she moved out of his house, 
unfriended him on Facebook 
- the whole shebang. 

Over the holidays, we 
all got together, and ev-
eryone started trashing the 
girl. My brother got really 
awkward and left, saying 
he didn’t feel up for hang-
ing out. Fine, right? Except 
I just found out he and his 
girlfriend have still been 
talking, and they haven’t 
told the rest of my family 
yet. 

The problem is, my fam-
ily’s still badmouthing this 
girl at every opportunity, but 
it’s starting to look like they 
might get back together. My 
brother doesn’t want me to 
say anything, so how can 
I tell my family to cool it 
without spilling the beans? 

               Name withheld

Dear Name Withheld,
Your brother asked you 

not to say anything because 
this is his issue, not yours. 
He knows the hardest part 
of this debacle is going back 
to family members, face-to-
face, asking for grace. 

Not for himself, because 
as a family member, he un-
derstands he gets a pass. It’s 
the outsider - his unrelated 
other half - he’s pleading 
a case for. Yep, the one 
that hurt him. The one that 
everybody knows, or at least 
think they know, hurt him.

Indulge me for a minute. 
This takes me back to a time 
when I was bad-mouthing 
my first husband. My Mama 
was like, ahhh, no, rule #1: 
What happens in your house 
stays in your house; I don’t 

wanna hear it.
I was like whaaat? Re-

ally? You gotta be kidding 
me. Then she said to me, 
“Keep it to yourself until 
it’s over. You’ll be back on 
his pillow in the morning, 
and I’ll still be sipping on a 
glass of wanna kick a**.”

Well, you know what I’m 
sayin? LOL. I was ticked at 
first, but over time, I totally 
understood where she was 
coming from. I stand firm to 
that same rule with my fam-
ily members to this day. 

Some relationships are 
like beach water, back and 
forth. One minute they’re 
breaking up, no making 
up - throw your hands up - 
who really knows for sure? 
Nonetheless, it happens. 
This isn’t that unusual at all. 

So here’s my suggestion 
of what you can do to help. 
Like an All-Pro left tackle, 
safeguard your brother. 
When the family’s on the 
sideline having a field day, 
rooting against his fiancé, 
you say, “She’s not all bad” 
(bob ‘n weave, here come 
the side-eye, LOL).

Follow up with “I like her 
and I hope they get back 
together.” Whaaaat, you 
just scored a touchdown! I 
betcha over time, this, my 
friend, will set your brother 
up for win-win.

Remind him to take it 
slow; your mama’s still sip-
ping on her glass of - you 
know. Just make sure your 
bro knows you’ve got his 
back. That’s the best way 
you can help him right now.

If he and his fi’ decide to 
weather this storm and get 
married, Mr. & Mrs. must, 
under any and all situations, 
stick to, adhere, follow and 
abide by rule #1.

Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

A million reasons 
to change

Selma and the 
folks at the ‘Back 
of The Line’

In the aftermath 
of the killings of 
staff at the Charlie 
Hebdo magazine 
in Paris, there has 
been near universal 

outrage, and correctly so. The 
murders were brutal and inde-
fensible, and whether coordinat-
ed or not with any terrorist or-
ganizations, were acts of terror. 

Yet, there is something very 
disturbing about what seems to 
have been forgotten in this mo-
ment. While France would like 
to present itself as a freedom 
loving country, its overseas pol-
icies are much more complicat-
ed and have led to a situation of 
simmering hostility within large 
chunks of the planet.

France had an overseas em-
pire that it achieved through 

indisputable acts of violence. It 
retained its colonial possessions 
- until it could no longer do so - 
through open repression.

In 1947, in the face of an anti-
colonial uprising, France con-
ducted a legendary and igno-
minious assault on the people of 
Madagascar, killing upwards of 
100,000 people, as well as en-
gaging in other brutal acts, such 
as rape. In the 1954-1962 Al-
gerian War of Independence, at 
least two million Algerians were 
killed in their quest for freedom. 

In both cases France faced no 
consequences. The lives of the 
colonial people simply did not 
amount to much, and outside of 
the French-speaking world, lit-
tle attention was focused on ei-
ther of these massive atrocities.

Understanding history in no 
way excuses acts of terror. What 
it does do, however, is to put it 

in a much larger context. The 
demand for a cessation of terror 
must involve a recognition that 
terror did not start with the Pari-
sian killings. 

Whether it was historic cases, 
such as the Madagascar mas-
sacres or the repression of the 
Algerians, or more recently the 
French involvement in the over-
throw of Libyan President Qad-
dafi, violence has been used as 
an instrument of intimidation by 
the land of the tri-color flag.

While in no uncertain terms 
condemning the murders of 
the Charlie Hebdo staff, people 
of conscience in France - and 
around the world - must also ex-
amine carefully the policies of 
their own nations. 

The extent of hypocrisy, 
whether regarding freedom of 
the press, freedom of move-
ment, or freedom from terror, 

that we have seen displayed in 
the days since the Parisian kill-
ings is more than unsettling. 

Parisians were killed; the 
French government declared its 
own war against terror, yet re-
mains silent about terror and re-
pression committed by its allies 
and by its own forces, thereby 
reinforcing the cynical view 
that might makes right. 

Such a view does not termi-
nate terror. Rather, it gives a 
potent excuse for even more 
deadly terror in order to take on 
the mighty. 

That is not the 21st century 
for which we should be fight-
ing. 

Bill Fletcher Jr. is the host 
of The Global African. He is a 
racial justice, labor and global 
justice activist and writer. Fol-
low him on Twitter, Facebook 
and at www.billfletcherjr.com.

France’s ‘history of violence’

By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist
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HOUSE FOR RENT
$350.00 PER MONTH – Jackson

living room, two (2) bedrooms, one with 
his & her closets, kitchen with plenty of 
cabinets, gas stove, (no fridge), walk-in 
bath with cabinets top & bottom, extra 

room for another bedroom, storage area, 
110 & 220 outlets. Call 601-668-2776.

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDErs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are being cancelled by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
for the item listed below. If you submitted a bid you may pick-it up in the City 
Clerk’s Office of Jackson. Said bids will be re-advertised and publicly opened 
at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

05554-021015 – Eighteen-Month Supply of Barlights, Electronic Sirens,
            Switch Boxes, Speakers, Communication Organizers 
            and Security Screens
 Was scheduled to open on February 10, 2015
 Advertisement on January 8, 2015 is being cancelled until further notice. 
 
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.
              
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are avail-
able with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the low-
est total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior 
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

1/15/2015, 1/22/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs anD nOTiCE TO COnTraCTOrs

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, MS, at 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, MS 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, MS 
39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, February 24, 2015 at which time 
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for:

Smith Robertson Museum Skylight Replacement, City Project No. 12B8004

Proposals shall be submitted on forms furnished and sealed and deposited 
with City Clerk prior to the hour and date above designated.

Contract documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the architect’s 
office, 219 North Lamar Street, Jackson, MS 39201, 601-948-7722 and at 
the local plan rooms.  Prospective bidders may obtain copies of all materials 
required for bidding purposes. There is a non-refundable deposit of $50.00 
required for each set of plans and/or specifications.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, or sex in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s Or-
dinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an 
eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Busi-
ness Opportunity Program, please contact of the Division of Equal Business 
Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the Ordinance, EBO Plan Applica-
tions and a copy of the Program, as attached, are available at 200 South 
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating 
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, em-
ployment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, cor-
porations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who 
seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in 
the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City 
residents for employment opportunities.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in 
the project manual. The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid submitted or to 
accept any proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City of Jackson.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD – NON-MANDATORY
To be announced by addendum at least ten days prior to bid date.

Terry Williamson  Kishia L. Powell, PE, Director
Attorney   Department of Public Works  

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer

1/22/2015, 1/29/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDErs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be 
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, February 17, 2015, at which time said bids 
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street 
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

37301-021715--- 6 Month Supply of Foods-Dairy Products-Group IV

37888-021715---6 Month Supply of Foods –Fresh Produce-Group V-(Fruits/
Vegetables)              

38601-021715----6 Month Supply of Foods-Frozen/Chilled-Group IA-(Breads & 
Desserts)

38602-021715-----6 Month Supply of Foods---Frozen/Chilled—Group IB- 
(Fruits/Vegetables)

38603-021715---6 Month Supply of Foods---Frozen/Chilled—Group IC—
(Meats/Meats Products)
      
38701-021715—6 Month Supply of Foods--Canned/Dry-Group IIA- (Breads, 
Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)  

38702-021715—6 Month Supply of Foods- Group IIB- (Breads, Cereals, Des-
serts & Fruit Juices)

38801-021715—6 Month Supply of Foods- Group III- (Condiments)

39331-021715—6 Month Supply of Foods—Baby Food

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, 
Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifica-
tions are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill 
No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.  Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible con-
tract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the 
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with 
the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications.  The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part 
of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

1/22/2015, 1/29/2015

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

rEQuEsT FOr BiDs
TO prOViDE “spECiFiC EXCEss WOrkErs’ COmpEnsaTiOn”

insuranCE COVEraGE FOr THE CiTy OF JaCksOn

Written sealed bids from responsible firms to provide “Specific Excess Workers’ 
Compensation” Insurance Coverage for the City of Jackson (City) will be received 
in the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, MS on the 1st Floor of the City 
Hall Building, 219 South President Street, Jackson, MS, until 3:30 p.m. (local time), 
January 27, 2015, at this time the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud and 
the contract awarded as soon as practical.  Each bid packet must contain one (1) 
original and four (4) copies.

Each bid must be submitted in a sealed envelope, addressed to the Office of the 
of the City Clerk, City of Jackson, 1st Floor of the City Hall Building, 219 South 
President Street, Jackson, MS  39201.  Each sealed envelope containing a bid must 
be plainly marked on the outside of as “Bid to Provide Specific Excess Workers’ 
Compensation Insurance Coverage”.  No bid will be received or accepted after the 
above-specified time.  Any such bid may be deemed invalid and returned unopened 
to the bidder.

Request for bid specifications may be obtained at no extra charge from the Risk 
Management Division, 218 South President Street, 1st Floor, between 8:30 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday after January 15, 2015.  The contact person 
is as follows:

 Joycelyn Davis-Scott, Risk Management Administrative Assistant 
 Risk Management Division
 218 South President Street, 1st Floor
 (601) 960-1039

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to 
selection, each bidder shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Op-
portunity (EBO) Plan, with their bid, in accordance with the provisions of the City of 
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the 
City’s EBO ordinance shall disqualify a bidder from being awarded an eligible con-
tract. An Equal Business Opportunity Plan Application is attached to this Request 
for Bids. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity 
Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development, at (601) 960-1638.  
Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan, applications and a copy of the program are 
available at 200 South President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.  

1/15/2015, 1/22/2015

1-800-595-6244 The Law Offices of Bobby Moak, P.C.
The Mississippi Supreme Court advises that a decision on legal services is important and should not be based solely
on advertisements. Free background information available upon request. Listing of these previously mentioned
areas of practice does not indicate any certification of expertise therein. For information on this office you may con-
tact the Mississippi Bar at 601-948-4471.

It’s Not Too Late For BP Funds!
The Courts Have Ruled....

If you own any business ANYWHERE IN MISSISSIPPI, and not
submitted or had your BP CLAIM reviewed, settlement funds 

may be available for you.
We conduct a confidential, no cost analysis to determine if you can

recover. CALL OUR OFFICE IMMEDIATELY as a deadline is approaching!
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If you were prescribed

Xarelto or Eliquis
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The Mississippi Supreme Court advises that a decision on legal services is important and should not be based solely
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tact the Mississippi Bar at 601-948-4471.

And experienced stroke or internal bleeding, call our office. 
We are investigating claims.
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HYSTERECTOMY
And Were Diagnosed with ENDOMETRIAL or UTERINE CANCER,

Call Our Office. We Are Investigating Potential Claims Involving
The Instruments Used During Surgery (Morcellator).
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ADOPTION - LOVING PROFESSION-
AL Family wishes to adopt 1st baby.
Warmth, unconditional LOVE.
International Education. Financial
Security. Expenses paid. 1-917-863-4044
Emma.

ESTATE AUCTION. January 24, 11 am.
Indoors at 425 Eagle Day Blvd,
Columbia. 2 lifetime collections. His -
tools, her - glassware. Plus, lots more! See
pictures at www.colauc.com. 601-736-
2522. J. Gilmore, ML #452.

AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation
Institute  of Maintenance 866-367-
2510.
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Train at home to process Medical
Billing & Insurance Claims! NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! Online training at Bryan
University! HS Diploma/GED and
Computer/Internet needed. 1-877-259-
3880.
WELDING CAREERS - Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation,
automotive, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students. Job
placement assistance. CALL AIM 888-
205-1735.

DRIVER - CDL/A
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days
and start driving with KLLM!

• No out of pocket tuition cost and
CLASSES START EVERY MONDAY!
6 Day Refresher Course Available.

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllmdrivingacademy.com 

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV! Act Now $19.99/month. Free 3-
months of HBO, Starz, SHOWTIME & CINEMAX.
FREE GENIE/DVR Upgrade! 2014 NFL Sunday
Ticket included with Select Packages. New cus-
tomers only. IV Support Holdings LLC - an author-
ized DirecTV dealer. 1-800-215-6713.
DISH TV Retailer - SAVE! Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 months). FREE pre-
mium movie channels. FREE equipment,
installation and activation. CALL AND
COMPARE LOCAL DEALS. 1-800-319-
2526.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE. Call MS Press
Services at 601-981-3060 to start your
ad in over 100 newspapers.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

A d o p t i o n s E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

A u c t i o n s

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of January 18, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 15%

For More Info Call Ken at SFG

601-540-4500
Guarantees are subject to the claims paying ability of the insur-
ance company. Surrender of contract may be subject to surrender
charges or market value adjustments. Product not available in all
states.

Learn the safe and secure way to earn stock
market linked returns without market risk to

your principle.

CD or IRA
Coming Due?

First Year Guarantee!

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Jan18_MCAN

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 15January 22 - 28, 2015
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Satellite TV Difference

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

 NO 
     Contracts.

 NO 
     Credit Check.

 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Not eligible for 
promotional 

pricing

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper or HD.

CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT OPTIONS!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs anD nOTiCE TO COnTraCTOrs

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, MS, at 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, MS 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205 until 3:30 
PM, local time. Tuesday. February 24, 2015 at which time bids will be publicly opened 
and read aloud for:

Jackson Municipal Art Gallery Painting, City Project No. 12B8003

Proposals shall be submitted on forms furnished and sealed and deposited with City 
Clerk prior to the hour and date above designated.

Contract documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the architect’s office, 
219 North Lamar Street, Jackson, MS 39201, 601-948-7722 and at the local plan 
rooms. Prospective bidders may obtain copies of all materials required for bidding pur-
poses. There is a non-refundable deposit of $50.00 required for each set of plans and/
or specifications.,

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders 
that in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 
2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded full op-
portunity to submit bids in response to this invi-
tation and will not be discriminated against on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex 
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle 
of non-discrimination in public contracting. It is 
the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
and equal business opportunity for all persons 
doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offerer 
shall submit a completed and signed Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions 
of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Oppor-
tunity (EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with 
the City’s Ordinance shall disqualify a contrac-
tor, bidder or offerer from being awarded an eli-
gible contract. For more information on the City 
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Pro-
gram, please contact of the Division of Equal 
Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies 
of the Ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a 
copy of the Program, as attached, are available 
at 200 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The “City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jack-
son”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring 
the quality of life of its citizens, through various 
programs, employment, initiatives, and assis-
tance. The City encourages all persons, cor-
porations, and/or entities doing business within 
the City, as well as those who seek to contract 
with the City on various projects and or con-
duct business in the City, to assist the City in 
achieving its goal by strongly considering City 
residents for employment opportunities.

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project 
manual. The City of Jackson reserves the right 

to reject any and all bids and to waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid 
submitted or to accept any proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City of 
Jackson. Each Bidder shall be prequalified in accordance with Mississippi Code Sec-
tion 31-7-13 (d) (iv) DECISION PROCEDURE FOR MISSISSIPPI LANDMARKS, as 
described in the Instructions To Bidders.

A PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD – NON-MANDATORY
To be announced by addendum at least ten days prior to bid date.

Terry Williamson  Kishia L. Powell, PE, Director
Attorney   Department of Public Works  

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer

1/22/2015, 1/29/2015
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CLEVELAND - After Kevin 
Love dunked, the Cavaliers ex-
changed smiles, approving nods 
and a flurry of fist bumps and 
high-fives as Quicken Loans Are-
na rocked during a timeout.

This was the moment Cleve-
land desired for weeks - the Cavs 
at their creative, dominating best.

It was inevitable. It was awe-
some.

LeBron James scored 26 
points, Love added 19 and the re-
juvenated Cavs won their fourth 
straight, 106-92 over the Utah 
Jazz on Wednesday night.

Shaking off a flu bug that 
forced him to miss practice Tues-
day and that also slowed Kyrie 
Irving, James added nine assists, 
seven rebounds and exacted some 
revenge on Utah’s Gordon Hay-
ward.

The Cavs improved to 4-1 
since the four-time MVP returned 
after missing eight games with a 
strained back and knee. Cleve-
land went just 1-7 without the 
superstar and now that he’s back, 
James wasn’t going to let a sore 
throat, stuffy nose or body aches 
keep him off the floor.

“It’s clicking,” James said. “We 
have a good groove right now.”

Irving added 18 points and 

Timofey Mozgov 16 for Cleve-
land, beginning to find its stride 
following a stretch of injuries and 
two major trades. J.R. Smith had 
15 points, and all five Cavs start-
ers scored at least that many for 
the second straight game - a fran-
chise first. Until that happened 
on Monday, the Cavs hadn’t had 
that balance and production in 
the same game since March 16, 
1993.

The Cavaliers are the first team 
to have all five starters score 15 
points in back-to-back games 
since the Los Angeles Clippers 
did it in 2008.

Enes Kanter scored 24 with 17 
rebounds and Hayward scored 
14 for Utah, which has dropped 
five of six and four straight road 
games.

The Cavs avenged a 102-100 
loss to the Jazz on Nov. 5, when 
Hayward dropped a buzzer-beat-
ing jumper after escaping James. 
There would be no such heroics 
this time for Hayward, who re-
ceived an icy stare from James 
in the third quarter after a vicious 
dunk the Utah forward could do 
nothing to stop.

James said his glare at Hay-
ward wasn’t intentional.

“It didn’t matter who it was, 
it could have been you,” he said 
playfully to a reporter. “You 

would have got that same look.”
Hayward wasn’t offended by 

James’ gaze.
“I think LeBron can pretty 

much bully anybody if he wants 
to,” said Hayward, who had writ-
ten in his blog after his winning 
shot that he could hold his own 
against James. “The point of what 
I said is that he can’t bully me as 
much anymore. I’ve just gotten 
a little stronger. LeBron’s one of 
the stronger players in the league. 
You can take that for whatever 
you want. He’s never said any-
thing to me about any of the com-
ments I’ve made.”

Later in the period, the Cavs 
had perhaps their most memo-
rable sequence this season. Hus-
tling back on defense, Smith used 
both hands to blindly back tap a 
loose ball to Tristan Thompson, 
who handed it off to Irving on 
the fly. Cleveland’s point guard 
nearly fell before gaining his bal-
ance and feeding Love with an 
alley-oop pass for a dunk to give 
the Cavs a 74-48 lead.

“Best play of the night,” James 
said. “J.R. tapped it back to Kyrie 
and Kyrie was stumbling, rum-
bling and bumbling and threw it 
up to Kev. The best sequence of 
the night. I think the fans was 
craving a moment like that and 
we play for our fans.”

LeBron scores 26, Cavaliers cruise past Jazz 106-92

AP Photo/MArk DuncAn

Wrtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JaCksOn’s urBan rhythm anD Blues 
statiOn playinG Familiar FaVOrites FrOm the 70’s, 80’s anD 90’s. tune 
in tO hear Just the riGht miX OF Blues anD tODay’s BiGGest hits. 

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:

By tom Withers  
AP Sports Writer
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Terri’s reading LisT To 
remember from 2014!
besT 
of 2014 
CHiLdren’s 
booKs:

besT of 2014 fiCTion booKs:

besT of 2014 non-fiCTion booKs:
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Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Russian ruler
2. Capital of Western Samoa
3. Shoppers need
4. Building addition
5. Hellos
6. Unfasten the pins of
7. Smarted
8. Goose cry
10. Becomes aware of
16. Alcoholics
18. Railroad track
19. Neuter pronoun
20. Anger
21. Type of acid
22. Afresh
24. 6th month (Jewish calendar)
25. Not win
26. Colorless
28. Lick
30. Arbiter

ACROSS 
1. Narration
5. Quiet down
9. Run over
11. Within
12. Hallway
13. Made a web
14. Rodent
15. Promotional material
17. Pen stuff
18. Errant
20. Nut
22. Fortify
23. Tin (abbr.)
24. Wing
27. Hammer’s partner
29. Praise
31. Volcano
32. Bang up
33. Hit
34. Victim

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Charles M. Schulz

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

www.mississippilink.com
geT YoUr CUrrenT neWs onLine aT:

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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The surviving members 
of TLC will hit the road this 
summer with reunited 90s 
group New Kids On The 
Block and rapper Nelly.

TLC’s Rozonda “Chilli” 
Thomas and Tionne “T-Boz” 
Watkins launched a crowd-
sourcing campaign to fund 
their fifth and final studio 
album on Monday, and on 
Tuesday announced their 
participation in “The Main 
Event” tour.

Chilli and T-Boz joined 
New Kids on “Good Morn-
ing America” Tuesday to 
make the announcement.

New Kids star Donnie 
Wahlberg said, “There is no 
stopping us. We always have 
something up our sleeves. 
Our fans keep asking us to 
come back out on the road, 
and we want to keep giving 

them what they want.”
The Main Event tour of 

North America will kick off 
on May 1 in Las Vegas.

Could it be a case of the 
right film arriving in theaters 
at the wrong time?

In a classic WTH mo-
ment, Anthony 
Mackie nar-
rowed down 
the reason 
that “Selma” 
wasn’t rec-
ognized with 
more Oscar 
nominat ions, 
saying the 
film’s subject 
matter is a turn 
off for movie-
goers.

“ S e l m a ” ’s 
Oscar snub 
comes as this 
year’s nomi-
nees in the ma-
jor acting cat-
egories are all 
white.

The Ava 
D u Ve r n a y -
directed film 
generated a 
total gross of 
$29 million 
since its lim-
ited release on 
Christmas after 
earning $11.5 
million over 
the MLK holi-
day weekend

“People are 
just tired of be-
ing bombarded 
with race right 
now,” Mackie 
told thegrio.
com. “So ev-
erybody is shy-
ing away from 
certain topics 
and certain 
movies.”

Instead of 

playing the race 
card, Mackie stat-
ed his belief that 
the Oscars aren’t 
being discrimina-
tory. In his eyes, 
they’re simply re-
warding the best 
the film industry 
has to offer this 
year.

“If you look 
at all the movies 
and actors that are 
nominated, they all 
gave damn good 
pe r fo rmances , ” 
he said. “Me spe-
cifically, if that’s 
something I want, 
I have to step my 
game up. I have to 
do better movies 
and I have to act 
better.”

Continuing on 
his Oscar soapbox, Mackie 
pointed out that African-
American actors are disad-
vantaged when it comes to 
receiving more Oscar-worthy 
roles because “Hollywood 
believes that there’s no mar-
ket overseas for black ac-
tors.”

“They say that about Den-
zel Washington, they say they 
have no foreign value,” the 
entertainer explained to the 
Grio. “If we’re not financing 
and doing our own stories, 
we can’t expect to see our-
selves come award season.”

As if that weren’t enough, 
Mackie gave his two cents 
on the nationwide protests 
that have been held recently 
against racial profiling as he 
criticized a particular hair-
style worn by many black 
males.

“Like my nephew wanted 
to grow dreadlocks. I’m like 

fine, I’ll sit you down and 
I’ll watch The First 48 with 
you and everybody you see 
on that show, that’s doing 
something wrong, they’re 
black dudes with dreadlocks. 
So, do you want to be seen as 
part of the problem or do you 
want to be an individual?” 
said Mackie, who will next 
be seen with Kevin Costner 
and Octavia Spencer in the 
film “Black or White” when 
it arrives in theaters Jan. 30.

“Let’s just say you have 
locks and you walking down 
the street. The police pull 
you over and say you fit the 
description of somebody. 
You start yelling and arguing 
with the cops. Next thing you 
know you pressed up against 
the wall going to jail for 
something you’re not even 
involved in just because you 
look like somebody and you 
don’t know how to handle 
yourself,” Mackie said.

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

TLC to tour this 
summer with New Kids 
on the Block, Nelly

‘Selma’ Oscar snub: 
people ‘tired of being 
bombarded with race’ 
– Anthony Mackie

T-Boz and Chilli

Mackie

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:



20 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJanuary 22 - 28, 2015

  

January 21 - 27, 2015

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAK

PER  LB.

$799

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$159

FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

99¢
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SHOULDER  ROAST

PER  LB.

$399

WRIGHT'S

STACK  PACK
BACON

2.5  LB.

$1099

USDA  CHOICE

BEEF  
STEW  MEAT

PER  LB.

$499

FRESH

PORK
STEAKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$249

FROZEN  ST.  LOUIS

CUT  SMALL
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
TENDERS

PER  LB.

$249

MARTHA  WHITE 

FLOUR  OR
MEAL

5  LB.  BAG

$249

FIORA

TOWELS  OR 
TISSUE
8 - 12  CT.  ROLL

$399

SAVE  ON

PEPSI
PRODUCTS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$10

FRESH  MEDIUM

EGGS
1.5  DOZEN .................................. 

$187

PILLSBURY  GRANDS

BISCUITS
16.3 - 17.3  OZ. ..............................

5/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$4
MINUTE  MAID  

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ.  ..................................... 

$299

SELECT

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
28  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$5
SAVE  ON

GORTON'S
FISH  STICKS,  FILLETS,  
POPCORN  SHRIMP,  14 - 24.5  OZ. .......... 

$499

COLE'S  MINI  TOAST  OR

MINI  GARLIC
BREAD
7 - 8  OZ. ....................................

 $100

SAVE  ON  

GREEN  GIANT
COB  CORN
12  CT. ...................................... 

$329

ASSORTED  

TOTINO'S  
PIZZA  ROLLS
17.4 - 19.8  OZ. ............................. 

$299

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON  GROWN  
GOLD  OR  RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
POUND

89¢

MISSISSIPPI  GROWN  SWEET

POTATOES
POUND

59¢
CALIFORNIA  NAVEL

ORANGES
4  LB.

$299

BABY  PEELED

CARROTS
1  LB.  BAG

$100

WHOLE

MUSHROOM
8  OZ.

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


