
Jackson is not the only capi-
tal city suffering from mas-
sive flight to the suburbs or 
surrounding counties, and it 
is not the only city with short-
falls from a local tax base that 
would keep it viable and at-
tractive for future and sustain-
able growth. 

However, there are projects 
on the table that were initiated 
with the intent to “turn down-
town Jackson around” and 
make it a great place to live in, 
shop in and do business in. Old 
Capitol Green, one of those 
projects, described its “master 
plan” for downtown Jackson 
development, positioned adja-
cent to the Old State Capitol.

The prospect, according 
to developer Full Spectrum 
South is “to bring a new ur-
banism to the under-invested 
area via a mixed-use residen-
tial and pre-leased commer-
cial space that would in turn 
support a viable retail com-

munity.”
According to Carlton 

Brown, a founding partner and 
CEO of Full Spectrum of New 
York, and the lead planner in 
the Old Capitol Green (OCG) 
project, “The world is chang-
ing and people now live in 
‘walkable cities’ with close by 
retail. The more sophisticated 
landowners know that.”

Brown recently said in an 
interview with The Missis-
sippi Link, “Regarding Old 
Capitol Green, we want to stay 
focused. This is a 14-square 
block area, and we have a mas-
ter plan for the area. The first 
lots are for residential, then re-
tail and office rental space that 
we can prelease. There are two 
other investors.”

Explaining some of the de-
lays to the project, Brown 
added, “I think in some cases 
what happens is the private 
sector that has to bring in 
capital can be out in front of 
the public sector. Trying to 
get them on the same page of 

a public-private partnership is 
one of the great challenges.

“That not only is what is go-
ing to make our project work 
but also make other projects 
work. We are still focused on 
it and still have a lot of sup-
porters and are trying to move 
it forward. It can be frustrating 
sometimes.”
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Tributes to Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. on what would 
be his 84th birthday began in 
Jackson with a “Soulful Cel-
ebration” presented by the 
PERICO Institute for Youth 
Development, Sunday, Jan. 
13.

Held at the Jackson Medical 
Mall, it was delightful to see 
the choirs of African Ameri-

can teenagers so poised and 
reflective of the dignity due 
Dr. King’s memory. 

Youth ages 12 - 19 from 
central Mississippi, includ-
ing Canton, Madison County, 
Jackson and Hinds County, 
expressed their belief that Dr. 
King was a “moral, religious 
and civil rights leader who 
continues to lead and inspire 
millions of people of all eth-
nicities and particularly for 

African Americans.”
Charles L. Perry, PERICO 

director, welcomed the audi-
ence and performers, express-
ing gratitude that so many 
came out in inclement weath-
er. Explaining the occasion, 
Oriana Odell read “The Most 
Endurable Power” written by 
Dr. King in 1956.

The year 1965 will always 
be remembered in American 
history as a year of turmoil, 
unrest and great change. 

The Civil Rights Move-
ment was in full swing with 
marches, demonstrations and 
often dramatic confrontations 
by brave African Americans 

who were attacked, beaten 
and jailed as they struggled 
for equal rights. 

Their struggles shocked the 
world and made front page 
news and formented a change 
in the Deep South. 

Meanwhile, as the war 
over civil rights raged, few 
noticed a sports revolution 
in the small city of Jack-

son, Miss. There were seven 
skinny kids from Lanier High 
School, who dared to take on 
all comers. 

Under Principal Luther 
Buckley and Assistant Princi-
pal Will Anderson, legendary 
basketball coaches Harrison

JPS Superintendent Dr. 
Cedrick Gray served as the 
keynote speaker for the 
birthday celebration of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. held 
at the G.V. (Sonny) Mont-
gomery Veterans Adminis-
tration (VA) Medical Center 
Jan. 11.

Gray emphasized how 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

should be a day on and not 
off for all Americans, en-
couraging those in atten-
dance to volunteer and make 
a difference in their commu-
nity. He challenged the audi-
ence to take action by help-
ing those who are suffering 
and in need.

He also complimented the 
work being done at the VA 
hospital to assist America’s 

military servicemen and 
women who have dedicat-
ed their lives to preserving 
the freedoms that Dr. King 
fought for during his life-
time.

The program also included 
musical selections by the 
VA’s Reflections Choir, a 
poem and the presentation of 
a certificate of appreciation 
to Dr. Gray.

JPS Supt. Cedrick Gray salutes 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with 
Veterans Old Capitol Green wants 

to make downtown 
Jackson a ‘walkable city’
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to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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At the G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery Veterans Administration Medical Center’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
celebration were (left to right) EEO manager Robert Stringer, Dr. Cedrick Gray,  Medical Center director 
Joe Battle,  assistant director LaWanda Parks, chief of staff Dr. Jessie Spencer, nurse executive Julie 
Brandt and associate director Bryan Matthews. PHOTO BY SHERWin JOHnSOn

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Lanier High School’s 1965 national Championship Basketball Team.

Min. Ben Cone iii leading Soulful Celebration finale.    PHOTOS by AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
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Marshand Crisler
Candidate, Senate District 28

  
   

On this, the 30th Anniversary of the Martin 
Luther King Holiday, let us keep his dream 
alive by remembering one of his favorite pre-
cepts, “A nation or civilization that continues 
to produce soft-minded men purchases its own 
spiritual death on an installment plan.”
-- Strength to Love (1963)

I challenge each of us to protect our public 
schools by encouraging the Legislature to fully 
fund our public school systems. I pledge to be a 
STRONG voice for education! Remember to go 
out and vote Feb. 5th!

Thompson named vice-chair of 
Congressional Gun Violence Task Force

As reported Jan. 16, U.S. 
Congressman Bennie G. Thompson 
(D-MS) was recently asked by his 
colleagues in the House Democratic 
Caucus to serve as vice-chairman of 
the task force focused on reducing and 
preventing gun violence.

“As an avid outdoorsman and as 
an elected official who has seen far too 
many senseless gun related deaths, I 

clearly understand the passion of advocates on both sides of gun 
control issue,” Thompson said. “There is little doubt that this debate 
will be contentious, however I implore my colleagues to engage in 
meaningful discussions and ignore the usual political pandering.”

In light of the recent school shootings in Connecticut and within 
the local communities of Mississippi, Thompson said: “We cannot 
continue to sit idly by while the number of deaths continues to 
mount.” 

Thompson said he is saddened that Mississippi ranks third in 
the nation per capita for the number of gun murders committed per 
year, “but the real outrage is that we have the ability to help end gun 
violence but appear to lack the will,” he said.

“A comprehensive approach to address gun violence should 
be taken to protect the freedom and safety of all Americans. I look 
forward to working to enact meaningful legislation that will help 
make our streets and communities safer while also protecting law-
abiding individuals’ right to own firearms.”

Over the next several weeks, the task force will hold a number 
of meetings and hearings designed to identify the best policies to 
reduce and prevent gun violence. The task force will meet with 
and hear from law enforcement officers, gun owners, sportsmen 
groups, gun manufactures, gun retailers, mental health experts, 
gun violence preventio0.n groups, members of the entertainment 
industry, education organizations and other relevant stakeholders.

A comprehensive set of policy proposals will be released by the 
task force in early February, Thompson said. 

Danny Glover backs union protest 
against Canton Nissan

Actor Danny Glover joined 
supporters of unionization for workers 
at the Nissan Canton demonstrating 
outside the North American International 
Auto Show.

The Mississippi Alliance for Fairness 
at Nissan protested Monday, Jan. 14 
in Detroit, Mich., next to Detroit’s Cobo 
Center, the Associated Press reported. 
The group said workers who show 

interest in organizing the Japanese carmaker’s plant in Canton 
are intimidated by management hints the plant would close if they 
unionize.

Nissan Vice President David Reuter told The Detroit News the 
allegations are false. He said workers who wear anti-union T-shirts 
do so freely “as a show of support for the company.” The shirts say: 

“Want a union? Move to Detroit.”
Nissan’s 3.5 million square foot facility opened in 2003 and has 

helped attract millions of investments and jobs throughout the state.
Reportedly, they have more than 4,000 employees.

The plant assembles the Titan and Frontier pickups, Armada 
and Xterra SUVs, Altima sedan and two Nissan vans. They will start 
assembly of the Murano by 2014, the eighth in its production line.

State Rep. David Gibbs dies at 76
Mississippi State Rep. David 

Gibbs (D-MS), recalled by colleagues 
as a common-sense lawmaker who 
preferred to keep a low profile and 
make things happen behind the 
scenes, died Sunday, Jan. 13. He was 
76. 

Gibbs’ death announcement was 
made by Rep. Kenny Wayne Jones, 
D-Canton, chairman of the Legislative 

Black Caucus. He was hospitalized at Northeast Mississippi 
Medical Center in Tupelo. Hospital spokeswoman Deborah Pugh 
confirmed his death. 

Citing his illness, Gibbs submitted his resignation letter Tuesday, 
Jan. 8, but then sent word a day later that he wanted to rescind it. 
The letter was never filed with the Secretary of State’s office.

The Democrat from West Point was a quiet legislator with a 
keen strategic eye, said Rep. Bobby Moak, D-Bogue Chitto, the 
House Democratic leader. “We don’t have very many folks in 
government who do that,” Moak said. 

“They like to be the pretty butterfly fluttering out front, whereas 
David was the guy who saw it all and put it together and in the end 
told you where the field of flowers were.”

Gibbs was first elected in 1992 to the seat vacated by Scott 
Ross, who is now mayor of West Point. “He was always committed 
to the process of looking out for folks who were less fortunate and 
didn’t have a voice,” Jones said.

Republican House Speaker Phillip Gunn also praised Gibbs’ 
work.

He represented District 36, which includes parts of Clay, 
Lowndes and Monroe counties. Before serving in the Legislature, 
he was a member of the Clay County Board of Supervisors.

Gov. Phil Bryant has 30 days to set a special election, which 
would take place at least 40 days later. If a runoff was necessary, 
that could leave the seat empty for this year’s three-month 
legislative session.

Jones and Moak said Gibbs’ main interest was in legislation that 
would help his district. “David was a pretty good political engineer 
of how you get to a certain goal line,” said Moak. “He’d say, ‘Moak, 
I think you need to do this, this and this, and you need to talk to 
these folks.’”

Gibbs also was a senior member of the state Democratic 
executive committee, said Rickey Cole, chairman of the state 
Democratic Party. In a written statement, Cole said, “His was 
consistently a voice of quiet, strong and reliable common sense. 
He believed that only by working together could we make life better 
for everyone.

 “The Mississippi Legislature and the Democratic Party are 
much the poorer in the absence of our good and wise friend David 
Gibbs.”

The Monica Land Report
from around the state

Thompson

Glover

Gibbs
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VOTE
For A “Yellow Dog” Democrat

James “Jimmy”

Stewart
Senate District 28

I pledge to be your voice in the legislature, to always 
work for you, to be available to you so that you can 

voice your concerns, issues, and opinions. I will 
advocate and support those issues, concerns, and 

opinions in the legislature. I promise your voice will be 
heard and I will work for you in Senate District 28.

The Velma Jackson High 
School Choir and Ridley Hill 
Missionary Baptist Church 
Youth Choir raised the bar 
very high with their strong vo-
cals and distinguished presen-
tations. 

Min. Ben Cone III, just com-
ing back to Jackson from a trip 
to Spain, directed all the sing-
ers in a Soulful Celebration 
Finale.

Dancers graced the stage. 
Performing to the tunes of Kirk 
Franklin was the City of Jack-
son Champion Dancers. The 
Gifted Expressions performed 
to “Comfort Ye My People.” 

The Anointed Family of Mime 
told their stories through facial 
and body expressions.

Major sponsors were city of 
Jackson Human and Cultural 
Services, the Mississippi Arts 
Commission and Schwartz and 
Associates.

PERICO Institute for Youth 
Development is located at 350 
W. Woodrow Wilson Dr., Suite 
300, Jackson, MS 39213. A 
video presentation of the per-
formances will be available at 
their website, www.PRIYDEM.
com

The next Dr. King celebra-
tion is scheduled for the Fri-

day, Jan. 18, 10 a.m. at the 
Margaret Walker Center, with 
keynote speaker Reena Evers-
Everette, daughter of Medgar 
and Myrlie Evers, at the 44th 
Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Birthday Convocation, 
in the Rose Embly McCoy Au-
ditorium on the Jackson State 
University campus.

Saturday, Jan. 19, line up to 
see the 31st Annual Martin Lu-
ther King parade kick off at 10 
a.m. at Freedom Corner - the 
intersection of Martin Luther 
King Dr. and Medgar Evers 
Blvd. The parade is sponsored 
by the City and Ward 3.

soulful Celebration
Continued from page 1

Anointed Family of Mime Photos by AyeshA K. MustAFAA

Ridley hill M. b. youth Choir

Gifted expressions

Velma Jackson high school Choir

Charles L. Perry oriana odell
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BankPlus recently presented a 
check to the Community Students 
Learning Center (CSLC) in the 
amount of $1,500 to support the orga-
nization’s Home Instruction for Par-
ents of Preschool Youngsters Program 
(HIPPY). The check was presented 
to CSLC executive director Beulah 
Greer by David Johnson, BankPlus 
director of Community Development.

“On behalf OF CSLC’s board of 
directors, staff and HIPPY families, 
we graciously accept and appreciate 
this donation from BankPlus,” said 
Greer. “It is because of supporters like 
BankPlus that this viable program can 
continue to exist in our community.”

Students benefitting from the 
BankPlus contribution attended the 
check presentation and presented 
BankPlus with a handmade “thank 
you” poster. Also attending the pre-
sentation were Mark Oullette, Bank-
Plus director of Affordable Housing, 
CSLC representatives and HIPPY 
parents.

BankPlus is a longtime supporter 
of the Community Students Learn-
ing Center. Prior to this contribution, 
BankPlus assisted the CSLC in re-

ceiving a $308,000 Affordable Hous-
ing Program Grant from the Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Dallas. 

“We are proud to support the man-
agement and staff of Community 
Students Learning Center as they im-
prove the lives of the residents of Hol-
mes County through their outreach 
programs and services,” said David 
Johnson, BankPlus director of Com-
munity Development.

CSLC Executive Director Beulah 
Greer and her husband, Leslie Greer, 
founded the organization in 2003 to 
provide a positive learning environ-
ment for local students struggling in 
school. Inspired by their own daugh-
ter, CSLC was initially established to 
provide after-school tutorials to help 
disadvantaged children with school-
work in order to pass state-mandated 
exams. 

Since 2003, CSLC has expanded 
its services to include after-school pro-
grams for students from elementary to 
high school, summer camps, financial 
literacy courses, entrepreneur courses, 
college preparation courses, job skills 
training, the Rural Domestic Violence 
Awareness program, the Mississippi 
Parent Information and Resource 

Center program, and the Carol M. 
White Physical Education Program, 
which was established to fight child-
hood obesity in Holmes County.

For additional information on 
CSLC, please call 662-834-0905. 

BankPlus, with total assets of more 
than $2 billion, has over 60 bank 
offices in 33 Mississippi communi-
ties. BankPlus offices are located in 
Belzoni, Bentonia, Brandon, Byram, 

Canton, Clinton, D’Iberville, Durant, 
Flora, Flowood, Gluckstadt, Her-
nando, Holly Bluff, Horn Lake, Isola, 
Jackson, Lexington, Madison, Merid-
ian, Newton, Olive Branch, Pearl, 
Picayune, Pickens, Poplarville, Quit-
man, Ridgeland, Shubuta, Southaven, 
Stonewall, Tchula, Waynesboro and 
Yazoo City. For additional informa-
tion on BankPlus, please visit www.
BankPlus.net.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
announced Jan. 15 a new microloan 
program from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) designed to 
help small and family operations, be-
ginning and socially disadvantaged 
farmers secure loans under $35,000. 

The new microloan program is 
aimed at bolstering the progress of 
producers through their start-up years 
by providing needed resources and 
helping to increase equity, so that 
farmers may eventually graduate to 
commercial credit and expand their 
operations. It also provides a less bur-
densome, more simplified application 
process in comparison to traditional 
farm loans.  

“I have met several small and be-
ginning farmers, returning veterans 

and disadvantaged producers inter-
ested in careers in farming who too 
often must rely on credit cards or per-
sonal loans with high interest rates to 
finance their start-up operations,” said 
Vilsack. 

“By further expanding access to 
credit to those just starting to put 
down roots in farming, USDA contin-
ues to help grow a new generation of 
farmers, while ensuring the strength 
of an American agriculture sector that 
drives our economy, creates jobs, and 
provides the most secure and afford-
able food supply in the world.”

The interest rate for USDA’s new 
microloan product changes monthly 
and is currently 1.25 percent. Admin-
istered through USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Operating Loan Pro-
gram, the new microloan program 

offers credit options and solutions to 
a variety of producers. 

For those who want to grow niche 
crops to sell directly to ethnic markets 
and farmers markets, the microloan 
program offers a path to obtain financ-
ing. For past FSA Rural Youth Loan 
recipients, the microloan program 
provides a bridge to successfully tran-
sition to larger-scale operations.

Since 2009, USDA through FSA 
has made a record 128,000 farm loans 
totaling nearly $18 billion. USDA 
has increased the number of loans to 
beginning farmers and ranchers from 
11,000 loans in 2008 to 15,000 loans 
in 2011. 

Producers can apply for a maxi-
mum of $35,000 to pay for initial 
start-up expenses, such as hoop 
houses to extend the growing season, 

essential tools, irrigation, delivery 
vehicles, and annual expenses such 
as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, 
marketing, and distribution expenses. 

As their financing needs increase, 
applicants can apply for an operating 
loan up to the maximum amount of 
$300,000 or obtain financing from a 
commercial lender under FSA’s Guar-
anteed Loan Program.

USDA farm loans can be used to 
purchase land, livestock, equipment, 
feed, seed and supplies or be used to 
construct buildings or make farm im-
provements. 

Mississippi producers interested in 
applying for a microloan may con-
tact their local Farm Service Agency 
office, 6311 Ridgewood Rd., Suite 
W100, Jackson, MS 39211-0235, 
phone 601-965-4300.

BankPlus makes contribution to Community Students Learning Center

USDA finalizes new Microloan program
Microloans up to $35,000 to assist small farmers, veterans and disadvantaged producers   

Hinds County Human Resource 
Agency (HCHRA) will host its 
2013 LIHEAP (Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program) Aware-
ness Day for seniors and citizens 
with disabilities in Hinds County 
Friday, Jan. 25, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Metrocenter Mall in Jackson.

The Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) as-
sists low-income households with 
paying their household energy bills, 
with special provisions made to 
serve homebound, elderly and citi-
zens with disabilities. HCHRA will 
have case managers on-site to help 
Hinds County seniors and citizens 
with disabilities recertify for LI-
HEAP assistance in 2013 and learn 
more about the program and its ben-
efits.

Energy companies such as En-
tergy, Atmos, and propane vendors 
will be in attendance to provide in-
formation about their services, en-
ergy saving tips and more. 

Jackson-Hinds Comprehen-
sive Health Center will provide 
blood pressure checks and diabetes 
screenings.

· Information will be available 
about Go Direct - the program that 
will require direct deposit for all 
federal benefit checks by March 1, 
2013.

HCHRA will offer compact 
fluorescent lamp (CFL) light bulbs 
through the CITGO-VEEL program 
to qualified attendees. 

Light refreshments will be pro-
vided.

LIHEAP Awareness Day is spe-
cifically for seniors and citizens 
with disabilities who live in Hinds 
County and receive SSI, Social Se-
curity, or VA benefits from the gov-
ernment. 

All other Hinds County residents, 
including heads of households who 
have a senior or person with a dis-
ability living in their household 
should contact HCHRA at 601-923-
3950 to schedule an appointment at 

the Agency for case management. 
Clients who have been served by 

HCHRA in 2011 or 2012, will need 
to bring their 2013 benefit informa-
tion letter from the government (or 
printout from Social Security Ad-
ministration) and current copies of 
their energy related utility bills (i.e., 
lights and gas). 

Persons who have never been to 
HCHRA will need their benefit let-
ter, utility bills, birth certificate, So-
cial Security card (or printout from 
Social Security Administration) and 
a government issued picture ID. 

LIHEAP funding is provided by 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services through the Divi-
sion of Community Services, Mis-
sissippi Department of Human Ser-
vices. To qualify, applicants must 
meet income guidelines set by the 
state and federal government for LI-
HEAP assistance.

For additional information about 
the 2013 LIHEAP Awareness Day 
for Seniors and Citizens with Dis-
abilities in Hinds County, or other 
community programs and services 
offered by HCHRA, call 601-923-
3950.

HCHRA is a public, non-profit 
community action agency dedicated 
to helping families and strengthen-
ing communities for more than 35 
years, working to eradicate pov-
erty by empowering disadvantaged 
Hinds County citizens to become 
self-reliant and realize their full po-
tential. 

Through Head Start, Early Head 
Start, congregate and home-deliv-
ered meals, home energy assistance, 
rural transportation, case manage-
ment, Earned Income Tax Credit 
and Retired and Senior Volunteer 
Programs, HCHRA works to im-
prove the conditions of children, 
families, single adults, the elderly 
and the disabled throughout Hinds 
County. 

For more information on HCHRA 
programs and services, visit www.
hchra.org.

HCHRA hosts “Low-Income Energy 
Assistance Program” recertification for 
seniors and citizens with disabilities

Lula Friar, CSLC; Mark Oullette, BankPlus; Beulah and Leslie Greer, 
CSLC; David Johnson, BankPlus; Lubertha Banks, CSLC; CSLC stu-
dents
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President Barack Obama’s sec-
ond inauguration is shaping up as 
a high-energy celebration smaller 
than his first milestone swearing-
in, yet still designed to mark his 
unprecedented role in American 
history with plenty of eye-catching 
glamour.

A long list of celebrity perform-
ers will give the once-every-four 
years right of democratic passage 
the air of a star-studded concert, 
from the bunting-draped Capitol’s 
west front of the Capitol, where 
Obama takes the oath Jan. 21, to 
the Washington Convention Cen-
ter, which is expected to be packed 
with 40,000 ball-goers that eve-
ning.

The first family will lead a pa-
rade of clanging bands, elaborate 
floats and marchers, including cos-
tumed dancers, prancing horses and 
military units, down Pennsylvania 
Avenue. The president will dance 
with the first lady, whose dress 
seems destined to be the most an-
ticipated fashion statement of the 
second Obama administration.

Estimates of turnout are 600,000 
to 800,000 compared with the 1.8 
million in the record crowd on the 
National Mall four years ago to 
see the first swearing in of a black 
president. 

The mood of this 57th inaugura-
tion will be tempered by the weak 
economy, high unemployment, 
the aftermath of the Connecticut 
elementary school shooting and 
the long war in Afghanistan that’s 
expected to require U.S. combat 
forces through the end of next year.

Yet developments in the last 
week have shown that inaugural 
enthusiasm is high. A limited offer-
ing of $60 inaugural ball tickets for 
the general public sold out quickly, 
and inauguration planners have 
tried to crack down on scalping 
business that’s sprung up online. 
There’s an impressive list of ce-
lebrities, including Beyonce, Katy 
Perry and Usher, who have signed 
on to perform.

While organizers said Obama 
was cutting back the number of 
balls from 10 last time to just two 
this year, the Associated Press 
has learned that they are expect-

ing more than 35,000 to attend the 
larger of the two and 4,000 to at-
tend a ball in honor of U.S. troops 
- double the size of four years ago.

Steve Kerrigan, president and 
CEO of the Presidential Inaugural 
Committee, said that just because 
the festivities are going to be small-
er doesn’t mean they are going 
to be any less significant. “What 
we’ve been seeing from the very 
beginning is a passion and energy 
for this inaugural because people 
want to be a part of history,” Ker-
rigan said. “This is a moment that’s 
only happened 56 other times.”

Obama’s speech gives him a mo-
ment to command the world’s at-
tention on a level that’s rare even 
for a president. If history is any 

guide, Obama will try to put behind 
the divisive election. He has the 
State of the Union three weeks later 
to make his points on taxes, guns, 
immigration and other issues. 

“Second inaugurals are often a 
kind of victory lap speech in a lot 
of ways, that would go back to 
Thomas Jefferson in 1805,” said 
presidential historian Leo Ribuffo 
of George Washington University. 
“Presidents are often reflecting on 
accomplishments of the adminis-
tration and the challenges that will 
continue into the second term.”

The 2009 inauguration will be 
remembered as a milestone for a 
nation built on slavery and blood-
stained by the civil rights move-
ment. But Obama clearly has that 
historical context in mind for his 
second go-round, as evidenced by 
the Bibles he chose to place his left 
hand on while taking the oath of of-

fice - one owned by Abraham Lin-
coln and one by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Their selection is especially 
symbolic because Obama’s second 
inauguration comes on the federal 
holiday marking King’s birthday 
and in a milestone anniversary 
year involving both men. It was 
150 years ago when Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
to end slavery, and 50 years ago 
when King delivered his “I Had a 
Dream” speech from the steps of 
the Lincoln Memorial - a monu-
ment that will be straight ahead in 
Obama’s sight as he speaks to his 
country.

The inauguration will transform 
Washington, where most federal of-
fices would be closed for the King 
holiday, by shutting down streets 
downtown and bringing regular 
daily life in the city to a halt. View-
ing stands are set up along Pennsyl-
vania Avenue for the parade from 
the Capitol to the White House. 
Street lamps will be removed, then 
replaced at the day’s end.

It takes lots of people to pull it 
all off. There are 550 people work-
ing for the Presidential Inaugural 
Committee, 1,300 members of the 
military coming in support roles 
and countless security officials, in-

cluding police from multiple agen-
cies and Secret Service providing 
security. The cost is high: Tens of 
millions of dollars in donations typ-
ically are raised to pay for the pa-
rade and parties, more than $1 mil-
lion is appropriated by Congress 
for the swearing-in ceremony and 
security costs are kept under wraps 
but also covered by taxpayers.

Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
who oversees the ceremony on 
Capitol grounds, has committed 
to preventing the crowd problems 
that marred the 2009 celebration, 
when thousands of ticketholders 
got stuck for hours underground 
in what became known as “the 
purple tunnel of doom.” That 3rd 
Street tunnel is being closed, and 
Schumer said there will be better 
signs to direct attendees, and staff 
will monitor Twitter and other so-
cial media to detect and address 
any problems.

Obama’s inaugural theme, “Our 
People. Our Future,” is meant to 
reflect the strength of Americans, 
their ability to overcome challenges 
and the country’s diversity. Diver-
sity has been a focus in choosing 
participants throughout the festivi-
ties, with performers representing a 
range of demographics and parade 
participants from all 50 states.

Obama’s second inauguration smaller, yet still grand
By Nedra Pickler 
Associated Press

Obama taking the Oath of Office in 2009



The National Title I Associa-
tion announced Bates Elemen-
tary in Jackson Public Schools 
is a National Title I Distin-
guished School. Bates received 
the recognition for implement-
ing successful programs that 
have resulted in exceptional 
student academic achievement 
for at least two consecutive 
years.

Each state department of 
education may name only two 
schools for this national rec-
ognition each year. Davis El-
ementary in Greenwood shares 
the recognition with Bates.

In 2012, only 67 schools 
across the country were select-
ed by their states for this presti-

gious honor.
Bates credits student, teach-

er, and parent programs for its 
success. The school annually 
recognizes students, teachers, 
and parents during its annual 
MCT2 Awards assembly. It of-
fers a parent academy every 
term for parents to learn ways 
to help students academically 
at home.

Bates is the first elementary 
school in Mississippi to induct 
students into the National El-
ementary Honor Society. It also 
provides a mentorship program 
for fifth grade girls called Pre-
cious PEARLS and an honors 
program for boy students called 
Men of Honor.

Bates Elementary Principal 

Stephen Johnson shared that 
the school’s goals for the 2013-
14 school year are to continue 
improvements in academic 
excellence for all students and 
to nurture the school’s unique 
and well-established culture of 
setting high expectations and 
achieving high levels of aca-
demic success.

“By increasing the level of 
rigor in each classroom lesson 
that is taught, we can rest as-
sured that we build comprehen-
sion and sustainability for each 
child,” said Johnson. “I chal-
lenge our staff daily to work 
together to meet the needs of 
every student

National Title I Distinguished 
schools have these criteria in 

common:
• creative and inno-

vative programs 
that lead to stu-
dent achievement 
gains;

• team approaches 
to teaching and 
learning;

• focused profes-
sional develop-
ment opportuni-
ties for staff;

• individualized programs for 
students; and

• strong partnerships between 
the school, parents, and the 
community

The National Title I Associa-

tion hosts the annual National 
Title I Conference for educa-
tors and administrators from 
the buildings, districts, and 
communities of each honored 
school. More than 3,500 attend-
ees are expected at the confer-
ence to be held January 21-24, 

2013, in Nashville, Tenn.
Bates will be recognized with 

the other honorees during the 
event’s opening gala. Activities 
include presentations from na-
tional education thought lead-
ers and peer-to-peer profession-
al development opportunities. 

Watkins Elementary School 
was presented the “Educational 
Institution Recycler of the Year” 
Environmental Hero Award for 
the State of Mississippi during a 
special ceremony at the Missis-
sippi State Capitol Jan. 10. The 
school received the award for 
its school wide recycling efforts 
that teach children at a young age 
to reduce, reuse, and recycle.

Watkins Elementary has had 
a strong recycling program for 
the past several years. Partner-
ing with a local recycling busi-
ness, Allen Recycling, the school 

works to promote and encour-
age recycling in the classroom, 
school grounds, and through 
various school functions.  

The program includes active 
education efforts with students, 
a comprehensive collection sys-
tem in the school, student incen-
tives, and ongoing recycling and 
environmental awareness activi-
ties. 

The program also emphasizes 
student leadership and partici-
pation in the school’s recycling 
efforts. The school is the two-
time winner of the Mississippi 
Recycling Coalition School Re-

cycling Grant and in 2012 was 
the Mississippi champion in the 
Recycle Bowl sponsored by the 
Keep America Beautiful organi-
zation.

The Watkins Elementary Re-
cycling Program was also recog-
nized in 2011 with a First Place 
award in the School category by 
the Keeping Mississippi Beauti-
ful organization. 

In addition, two of Watkins 
faculty members, David Schom-
mer, librarian; and Marilyn 
Minter, teacher; serve on the JPS 
District-wide Recycling Com-
mittee.

A group of Baker Elementary 
students were selected by the 
National Schools Project for 

their haiku poems chosen for 
publication in the 2012 Young 
American Poetry Digest.

The National Schools Proj-

ect is designed to showcase the 
writing talents of students to a 
national audience and provide a 
publishing opportunity.

Board Member Dr. 
George Schimmel present-
ed a Certificate of Appre-
ciation to Rev. C. Edward 

Rhodes II, pastor of Mount 
Helm Baptist Church in 
Jackson, for delivering the 
invocation at the Jackson 
Public School Board of 

Trustees meeting January 8. 
Rhodes is also an author, 

radio talk show host and the 
husband of Allison Corlese 
Thomas-Rhodes.
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Gladys Noel Bates Elementary enrolls 472 students in grades K-5. The principal is Ste-
phen Johnson

Pictured from left to right, front to back: 1st row-Jayden Palmer, Krishundria Young, Leah Travis, Akevia Barber, 
Zaykyria Beverly, Owen Moore, and Peter Lavigne; 2nd row- Rodney Hill, Alyssa Bell, Quindarren Robinson, 
Dazzlyn Sibley, Timisha Bronson, Catherine Jones, and Christina Collins; 3rd row-Jaheim Harris, Michelle Yarn, 
Jevarious Gibson, and Aaliyah Williams; 4th row-Lazoria Watkins, Lakeisha Allen, Amber Scott, Parnell Stephen-
son and Kwane Martin. PHOTOS BY BAKER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Schimmel and Rhodes

On hand for the presentation of the “Educational Institution Recycler of the Year” award to Watkins Elementary 
School were (left to right) Clarence Allen; Allen Recycling, Christopher McDonald; Watkins Elementary student, 
Nora McDonald; Watkins Elementary parent, Paige Holiman; MRC and Keep Mississippi Beautiful, Dr. Lisa An-
drus- Johnson; principal of Watkins Elementary, Marilyn Minter; Watkins Elementary teacher, and David Schom-
mer; Watkins Elementary librarian. Sherwin Johnson, Jackson Public Schools
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Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves re-
cently presented two pro-
posals to make Mississippi 
schools a safer place for chil-
dren to learn. 

Reeves proposed creating 
a fund to assist schools that 
hire certified law enforce-
ment officers on campuses. 
He also wants to require Mis-
sissippi courts to report find-
ings of mental incompetence 
to the FBI’s background 
check system to ensure in-
dividuals with a history of 
mental illness cannot pur-
chase firearms in accordance 
with federal law. 

Reeves’ initiatives were 
in response to the Dec. 14 
shooting at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School in Newtown, 

Conn., which left 20 children 
and six adults dead. 

“Like so many others across 
the nation, I was in shock as 
I watched those tragic events 
unfold in Newtown, Conn.,” 
Lt. Gov. Reeves said. “I held 
my daughters closer that 
night, and my heart ached for 
those parents in Connecticut 
who could not do the same. 
I cannot imagine the grief 
they struggle with everyday.  
I believe these measures I am 
proposing today will make 
our students safer in their 
schools and ease the tensions 
and fears of many parents.”

“Strong leaders across our 
country are coming together 
to protect our children and 
make our schools safer,” said 
Chris Cox, executive direc-

tor of the National Rifle As-
sociation Institute for Legis-
lative Action. “Lt. Governor 
Reeves is taking strong steps 
in the right directions, and 
the NRA is proud to com-

mend his efforts.”
One proposal would es-

tablish a $7.5 million grant 
program at the Mississippi 
Department of Education that 
would provide up to $10,000 

to pay for a certified law en-
forcement officer at a public 
school. The local community 
would fund the remaining 
costs. Law enforcement of-
ficers would be required to 
train in the Advanced Law 
Enforcement Rapid Re-
sponse Training program 
at the Mississippi Law En-
forcement Officers’ Training 
Academy, which is used by 
law enforcement nationwide 
to train officers on respond-
ing to shooting incidents. 

“Several Mississippi 
schools have school resource 
officers on campus to re-
spond to a crime, but many 
other districts cannot afford 
this measure of protection for 
students,” Reeves said. “A 
certified, specially trained of-

ficer can quickly stop threats 
to students and potentially 
save lives.”

Reeves also will push for 
Mississippi courts to report 
findings of mental incom-
petence, institutional com-
mitment and pleadings or 
judgments to crimes using 
the insanity defense to the 
FBI’s National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check Sys-
tem, or NICS. Sixteen states 
require courts to provide 
mental health information to 
NICS, including Alabama, 
Georgia and Texas. 

“This will allow complete 
background checks that fol-
low federal law and protect 
the public from someone who 
could be a threat to safety,” 
Reeves said.

Dr. Royal P. Walker Jr., exec-
utive director of The University 
of Southern Mississippi Insti-
tute for Disability Studies, has 
received the 2012 Outstanding 
Achievement Award presented 
by the Association of Univer-
sity Centers on Disabilities 
(AUCD).

The Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award recognizes an ex-
ecutive faculty or staff member 
who has demonstrated excel-
lence in three major areas of 
the fields of teaching, scholar-
ship and service to the wider 
community. Walker received 
the award during AUCD’s 2012 
conference held last month in 
Washington, D.C.

IDS executive director since 
2008, Walker has a vast back-
ground of experience and train-
ing in policy leadership. In addi-
tion to his many areas of service 
and leadership at IDS, in Mis-
sissippi and nationally, Walker 
took the lead in addressing pol-

icy change for individuals with 
disabilities and their families.

In 1997, he developed the 
Home of Your Own (HOYO) 
housing program. Over the past 
15 years, the HOYO program 
has assisted more than 500 in-
dividuals with disabilities and 
their families in 63 of Missis-
sippi’s 82 counties in becoming 

homeowners and members of 
their local communities. Walk-
er has been a member of the 
AUCD board of directors, serv-
ing as president in 2006.

For more information about 
the Institute for Disability Stud-
ies, call 601.266.5163 or visit: 
http://www.usm.edu/disability-
studies

Lt. Gov. Reeves outlines plans 
to enhance school safety

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Reeves

Dr. Royal Walker Jr., center, executive director of The University of South-
ern Mississippi Institute for Disability Studies, receives the AUCD 2012 
Outstanding Achievement Award from Tony Antosh, left, AUCD president, 
and Julie Fodor, right, AUCD president-elect.

IDS Director Walker receives 
Outstanding Achievement Award

Legislation would place officers in 
schools, improve background checks

By Alma Ellis 
usm.edu



WHITFIELD - Missis-
sippi State Hospital has 
named its January employ-
ees of the month, one from 
each of the hospital’s three 
service areas.

Katrina Vaughn of 
Ridgeland has been 
named Mississippi State 
Hospital’s (MSH) January 
Employee of the Month 
for Clinical Service. Vaughn 
is a licensed practical nurse 
in the Community Services 
Division and has worked at 
MSH for one year.  

Felicia Redmond of Lex-
ington is the January Em-
ployee of the Month for 
Support Services.  Red-

mond, who works in the 
housekeeping department, 
has worked at the hospital 
for 11 years. 

Rodgerick Bridges of 
Mendenhall has been named 
January Employee of the 
Month for Direct Care Ser-
vice. Bridges, who is a men-
tal health technician, has 

worked at the hospital for 6 
years. 

The MSH Employee of the 
Month award recognizes em-
ployees who have made out-
standing contributions to the 
hospital through their work. 
The program is sponsored by 
Friends of Mississippi State 
Hospital Inc.

Getting to the emergency 
room within the first few 
hours of recognizing stroke 
symptoms can help prevent 
permanent brain damage, but 
a recent study in Ethnicity & 
Disease finds that blacks are 
only half as likely as whites 
to get timely treatment.

The study found that on av-
erage it took 339 minutes for 
blacks to visit the emergency 
room for stroke treatment as 
opposed to 151 minutes for 
whites. Delaying treatment 
can result in the death of vital 
brain cells.

“It has been estimated 
that nearly two million neu-
rons die per minute during 
a stroke,” said Sheryl Mar-
tin-Schild, M.D., Ph.D., the 
study’s lead author. “Intra-
venous tissue plasminogen 
activator (IV tPA) is the only 
treatment during the acute 
phase of a stroke, the first 4.5 
hours, proven to improve out-
come in controlled clinical 
trials.” Because IV tPA treat-
ment breaks down the clots 
that obstruct blood flow in-
side the brain, delaying treat-
ment within that narrow time 
frame puts patients at greater 
risk of permanent neurologi-
cal damage. 

The study, which followed 
368 patients with a median 
age of 65 years, sought to 

identify racial disparities 
and the reasons for vary-
ing delays between symp-
tom onset and emergency 
room treatment. While the 
study found that blacks and 
whites received the same 
treatment once they arrived 
at the emergency room, rea-
sons for the delay were not 
clear. 

Socioeconomic standing 
did not seem to be a factor. 
Nor did the study find any 
bias in the way patients of dif-
ferent races were treated once 
they arrived in the emergency 
room. There was no signifi-
cant difference in the types of 
symptoms patients reported, 
with weakness being the most 
common symptom. 

“Explanations for the de-
lay could be numerous,” said 
Martin-Schild. They may in-
clude delayed symptom rec-
ognition, a lack of eagerness 

to call for help, fear of medi-
cal personnel and/or hospi-
tals, social or environmental 
factors, a lack of local social 
support and/or longer transit 
time to hospital. 

“Community education is 
vital in improving recogni-
tion of stroke symptoms,” 
said James McKinney, M.D., 
associate professor of neurol-
ogy at Robert Wood John-
son Medical School in New 
Brunswick, N.J. “Unlike a 
heart attack, stroke is often 
painless, and many patients 
wait to see if their symptoms 
go away.” 

McKinney suggests that 
further research is also need-
ed to investigate the use of 
911/EMS services, transport 
times and stroke center ac-
cess. “All of these can de-
crease times from stroke on-
set to medical evaluation,” 
added McKinney.

HEALTH

Blacks missing out 
on critical early 
treatment for strokes
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Ask Dr. Eva: 
SAD times and how to perk-up

Dear Dr. Eva,
Every year, I seem to get depressed and have 
a big drop in energy as the days get shorter. 
It gets harder to get out of bed and much 
harder to deal with people. I cry way more 
easily than normal. Other than move to the 
Southern hemisphere for the winter, what can 
I do to keep my mood from falling come Fall 
and Winter? 
Hibernating

Dear Bear,
You have Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD), 
a form of depression that is triggered by 
decreasing sunlight. One in every 5 people 
has SAD. It is more common in women than 
in men.

Each person who suffers from SAD has a 
personal pattern of symptoms and individual 
timing of when the problem starts and ends, 
but each person’s pattern repeats in pretty 
much the same way every year. Most people 
with SAD begin feeling depressed and tired 
starting in the Fall. Depending where you 
live, most people with SAD will start to feel 
better by March or April.

Many SAD symptoms are like other types of 
depression: low energy, decreased ability 
to concentrate, sad feelings, and irritability. 
SAD is like hibernation in some ways: just 
like bears preparing for a long winter sleep, 
people with SAD crave carbohydrates, sleep 
more, exercise less, and avoid others. 

To manage Winter depression or S.A.D, try 
the following:
 
• Physical and emotional warmth and comfort 
are important: stay warm, wear soft clothes, 
get massages, and hug your friends often.

• Light therapy: sit in front of a bright light for 
at least 20 continuous minutes twice daily.

• Exercise is a natural antidepressant. Gentle 
exercise four times a week will help.

• Physical warmth and comfort are important: 
wear soft clothes, get massages, and hug 
your friends often.

• Sleep: It’s helpful to get 30-60 minutes 
more sleep nightly than you need in summer, 
but sleeping more than that can worsen the 
problem.

•  Be careful about giving in to food cravings-
gaining weight may make you feel worse.

• Cut yourself some slack-don’t take on extra 
projects now, do less where you can.

• Decrease your work week: during the short-
est days, take a day of leave from work every 
week or two.

If SAD symptoms are still troublesome de-
spite using these methods, consider antide-
pressant medication.

The most effective treatment for SAD is light 
therapy. This does not just mean turning 
on all the lights in the house, although that 
can help somewhat. Light therapy requires 
a light source producing 10,000 lumens, the 
equivalent of four four-foot 40-watt fluores-
cent bulbs (fluorescent bulbs put off far more 
lumens per watt than incandescent bulbs 
). This light source can be purchased as a 
light therapy box, or in the less portable, 
and less expensive, form of two 2-bulb shop 
lights. Light therapy is simple: sit facing the 
light about an arm’s length away, for 20 to 
40 minutes, twice a day, with about 12 hours 
between treatments. Light treatment gives 
the brain a message that the day length is 
over 12 hours, which counteracts SAD. It’s 
the intensity of light, not the spectrum, which 
is the key to treatment. Full-spectrum bulbs 
do not seem to work any better than fluores-
cents.

By Joan MacDonald, Contribut-
ing Writer
Health Behavior News Service

PSA

Redmond Vaughn Bridges



NAPLES, Fla. - Filmmak-
er Tyler Perry is offering a 
$100,000 reward for informa-
tion in the decade-old case of 
two men who went missing 
after separate encounters with 
a sheriff’s deputy in south-
western Florida.

Perry joined the Rev. Al 
Sharpton and NAACP presi-
dent and CEO Ben Jealous at 
a news conference Jan. 10 in 
Naples to discuss the miss-
ing-person investigations of 
Terrance Williams and Felipe 
Santos.

Santos and Williams disap-
peared three months apart in 
the Naples area in 2003 after 
crossing paths with Collier 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Ste-
ven Calkins. He was never 
charged but was fired the next 
year.

Perry said the media was 
not paying enough attention 
to missing-person cases in-
volving minorities. Williams 
was black and Santos was an 
illegal immigrant from Mex-
ico.

When he announced the re-
ward, a man stepped from the 
front of the crowd to tell Perry 
something, indicating he had 
information to offer.

“Wow. I have been praying 
for an answer for this family 
and I wasn’t expecting this 
moment,” Perry said after the 
encounter. “I am beyond over-
whelmed by it. And just like 
this man has come forward, I 
am sure there are others. You 
do not have to be afraid. The 
sheriff here has assured me 
that he will be safe and any-
one else that wants to say any-
thing or speak out about this 
will be safe.”

Sharpton said Perry called 
him to admonish him and oth-
ers about the cases.

“Why aren’t you civil rights 
leaders dealing with cases of 
missing people?” Sharpton 
said Perry asked him. “And 
he began telling me the story 
of Terrence Williams, saying 
if we fight for what’s right, 
how do we forget about peo-
ple who just disappeared? 
And I felt guilty, because he’s 
right. All of us have not done 
all we should.”

Investigations by local, 
state and federal authorities 
went nowhere. Calkins, who 
is white, denied doing any-
thing more than dropping off 
the young men at different 
convenience stores. He was 
never charged but was fired 
after he stopped cooperating 
with investigators.

S a n t o s , 
who did 
farm work 
and con-
s t r u c t i o n , 
was 23 when 
he vanished 
in October 
2003. He 
had been 
driving with 
his broth-
ers to work 
when he got 
into a fender 
bender. He 
didn’t have 
registration 
or insurance, 
and Calkins 
a r r e s t e d 
him, put him 
in the back 
of his pa-
trol car and 
drove away.

W h e n 
his broth-
ers went to 
the jail to 
bail him out, 
he wasn’t 
there. Later, 
Calkins told 
i n v e s t i g a -
tors that be-
cause San-
tos was so 
cooperative, 
he decided 
not to arrest 
him and dropped him off.

Williams was 27 and had 
moved to Naples from Ten-
nessee to be closer to his 
mother after trouble with 
the police. His white Cadil-
lac broke down in January 
2004. Calkins spotted it and 
called in to the Collier Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office to run the 
vehicle number and have the 
car towed. In the recorded 
conversation, Calkins and the 
dispatcher both talked in ex-
aggerated black dialect.

Later, Calkins told investi-
gators that Williams asked him 
for a ride to a store and he let 
him off there. Police reports 
said Williams was last spotted 
by witnesses near a cemetery.

Don Hunter, the Collier 
County sheriff at the time, 
said Calkins’ patrol car was 
tested for blood and signs of 
a struggle, but nothing was 
found. A tracking device was 
put on Calkins’ car in case 
he had dumped their bodies 
and went back to the scene, 
Hunter said, but again noth-
ing turned up.

The former sheriff noted 
that both men would have 
had some reason to disappear 

- Santos was in the country 
illegally, and Williams was 
due back in court in Tennes-
see, where he was facing jail 
time for failure to pay child 
support.

A phone number listed for 
Calkins was not in service.

“I think in this community, 
people are afraid to speak up,” 
Marcia Williams said after the 
news conference. “They don’t 
want to get involved.’”

Williams said she has 
shown news reports of her 
son’s disappearance to his 
four children. The youngest, 
a 12-year-old, told her: “Now 
I understand,” the youngest 
said to her.

A brother and friend of San-
tos attended the event but de-
clined comment.

Both cases remain open and 
active, current Collier County 
Sheriff Kevin Rambosk said.

“We have vetted all tips re-
ceived thus far and continue 
to monitor and update nation-
al databases,” he said. “Today, 
however, is different” because 
Perry and others’ involvement 
would “have a positive effect 
on the continuing investiga-
tion into these cases.”

NATIONAL

Powell rips Palin, 
others for racism 
within GOP 

NC mother shoots teenage son, daughter, 
and boyfriend before killing self 

Colin Powell went in on his 
own Republican Party during an 
interview on “Meet the Press” 
recently, calling out some “for-
mer governors” as using racist 
statements to describe President 
Obama and noting that there is 
a “dark vein of intolerance in 
some parts of the party.”

“What do I mean by that?,” 
he asked. “What I mean by that 
is they still sort of look down on 
minorities.”

Powell specifically pointed to 
October 2012 comments by for-
mer Alaska Gov. and Vice Pres-
idential nominee Sarah Palin on 
the attacks in Benghazi, Libya.

“When I see a former gov-
ernor say that the president is 
‘shuckin’ and jivin’ - that’s a 
racial-era slave term,” Powell 
said, referring to Palin’s words 
on Obama’s response.

He also brought up another 
“former governor” who de-
scribed President Obama’s as 
“lazy” during his first 2012 
presidential campaign debate 
with Mitt Romney. Powell told 
host David Gregory that the 
word “may not mean anything 
to most Americans, but to those 
of us who are African Ameri-
cans, the second word is ‘shift-
less’ and then there’s a third 
word that goes along with it,” 
when racists describe African 
Americans.

Powell added 
that Republicans 
had become too 
preoccupied with 
the candidate-se-
lection process, 
losing sight of 
the group’s over-
all message.

“You’ve got to 
think first about 
what’s the party 
actually going 
to represent,” 
Powell said. “If 
it’s just going to 
represent the far right wing of 
the political spectrum, I think 
the party is in difficulty. I’m a 
moderate, but I’m still a Repub-
lican.”

Powell was the first African 
American to fill the role of Sec-
retary Of State, serving under 
President George W. Bush from 
2001-05. Despite maintaining 
his allegiance to the Republi-
can Party, Powell has been an 
ardent supporter for President 
Barack Obama, giving him a 
2008 vote and a 2012 endorse-
ment.

“I think we ought to keep on 
the track we are on,” said Pow-
ell in October 2012, commend-
ing Obama on the economy and 
Iraq War.

Top Mitt Romney surrogate 
John Sununu turned heads 
after the announcement, sug-

gesting that Powell’s Obama 
endorsement was motivated by 
race. That statement prompted 
former Powell Chief Of Staff 
Lawrence Wilkerson to make 
Republican-Party comments 
similar in nature to Powell’s 
Sunday remarks.

“My party, unfortunately, is 
the bastion of those people - not 
all of them, but most of them 
- who are still basing their po-
sitions on race. Let me just be 
candid: My party is full of rac-
ists, and the real reason a con-
siderable portion of my party 
wants President Obama out of 
the White House has nothing to 
do with the content of his char-
acter, nothing to do with his 
competence as commander-in-
chief and president, and every-
thing to do with the color of his 
skin, and that’s despicable.”

Sandra Palmer, 47, of 
Greensboro, N.C., applied for 
a gun permit December 11, and 
picked it up December 20. Not 
even a month later, she would 
kill her son and herself. 

According to Greensboro’s 
Fox 8 report, authorities said 
an argument erupted between 
Palmer and her family in the 
early morning hours January 
7 at the Robyn’s Glen Town-
homes where they had been 
renting a home for the past 
year.

The argument resulted in 
Palmer shooting both of her 
children, Maurice Edmonds II, 
14, Danielle Imani Jameison, 
18, her boyfriend and father of 
her 14-year-old son Maurice 
Eugene Edmonds, 46.

Police reported that she first 
maced Edmonds and then, dur-
ing a struggle over her gun, 
shot him, and her children 
multiple times, killing her son. 
Afterwards, she ran into an-
other room and shot and killed 
herself with a different gun.

Edmonds, whom Palmer 
had a 17-year relationship, 

struggled to the driveway with 
a gunshot wound. Only Ed-

monds and Palmer’s daughter 
survived the incident. Both 

were taken to Moses Cone 
Hospital and Edmonds was 
listed in “fair condition” while 
Jamieson was listed in critical 
condition at the time of the re-
port.

The incident is still large-
ly unexplained and bizarre. 
Palmer’s 14-year-old son was 
a student at Northwest Guil-
ford Middle School and stu-
dents are devastated by the 
news of his death. Counselors 
have been made available to 
the students.

Two neighbors in the com-
munity, Bob Ring and Debbi 

Smith, were surprised by the 
violence occurring in their 
“nice” neighborhood:

“If this is domestic violence 
- that happens anywhere,” 
Ring said. “This is a low crime 
area. I don’t worry about stuff 
out here. You know, there are 
crazy people in the world. Do-
mestic stuff escalates, and this 
stuff happens everywhere.”

Smith said, “I’m shocked. 
I’m just shocked. Because this 
seems like a really nice part of 
Greensboro. I hope the fam-
ily’s okay. It just really makes 
me sad for them.”

Perry offers $100K 
reward for answers 
in cold cases of 
missing Florida men

Rep. Charlie Rangel (D-
NY) savaged President 
Barack Obama on MSNBC 
over the lack of diversity 
among his inner circle of 
advisors. He said that the 
Democratic Party was “very 
hard” on a former Repub-
lican presidential nominee 
Mitt Romney over his “bind-
ers full of women” comment 
because it suggested that the 
GOP cannot promote from 
a pool of qualified minori-
ties and women to promote 
without assistance. This, 
Rangel said, is why there 
is “no excuse” for Obama’s 
“embarrassing as hell” Cabi-
net picks.

“The first black presi-
dent,” MSNBC anchor Chris 

Jansing began, “and he’s 
getting questions about di-
versity. Are these questions 
fair? Are you concerned?”

Rangel replied that he is 
concerned and the questions 
about a lack of diversity in 
the White House are fair.

“It’s embarrassing as hell,” 
Rangel said. “We were very 
hard on Mitt Romney - with 
his women binder, and a va-
riety of things - and, I kind 
of think there’s no excuse 
when it’s the second term.”

Rangel said that there 
could be “the Harvard prob-
lem” at work in this instance. 
He said that women and mi-
norities simply do not have 
the access to high ranking 
officials in Washington and, 
thus, are rarely promoted to 
positions of authority.

T h a t 
s a i d , 
R a n g e l 
t h o u g h t 
that, af-
ter four 
y e a r s , 
there was 
no ex-
cuse for 
the presi-
dent to 
not have 
a qualified stable of minori-
ties and women to promote 
to high ranking posts in the 
White House.

“He’s had four years to 
work the bench, to work the 
second team, so that - in the 
second term - these people 
should be just as experi-
enced as any other Ameri-
can,” Rangel concluded.

Congressional Black Caucus 
member savages Obama’s 
white, male cabinet picks: 
It’s ‘embarrassing as hell’
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Williams                                   Santos

Filmmaker Tyler Perry, left, and the Rev. Al Sharpton, 
center, look on as an unidentified man comes forward 
during a news conference to discuss the missing-per-
sons investigations of Terrance Williams and Felipe 
Santos Jan. 10, 2013 at the Collier County South Re-
gional Library in East Naples, Fla.

Rangel

Sharpton                 Perry                      Jealous

Powell

Palmer

By Noah Rothman
Mediaite.com

eurweb.com

By J.C. Brooks 
eurweb.com



I pray that 
you understand 
my brevity this 
week (some of 
you may con-
sider it to be re-
lief to not have 

to look at so much type) but 
I just don’t have much to say.  

This week is filled with 
two very special celebrations 
for me and my emotional 
register is just a little off.

This week, I’ve celebrated 
being the bride of the best 
husband in the world. We 
were united in holy matri-
mony Jan. 18, 1992, and this 
week, my siblings and I laid 
to rest our oldest brother, 
Rubin Donell Monix. I do re-
joice in both and thank God 
for the days to come with my 
husband. I truly just “thank 
God!”

Oh, and I cannot forget to 
thank Him for giving us an-
other special son - Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. As we 
celebrate the annual MLK 
Holiday, I rejoice in this 
leader among men making a 
difference in all of our lives. 
While many others are driv-

ing with their car headlights 
on, taking a day off of work, 
watching a special documen-
tary, or just sleeping in late in 
observance of the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday, let 
none of us forget to rejoice 
and share our news of love 
with others. 

But most importantly, let 
us never forget to share the 
love of our heavenly Father.

Remember the verse that 
I often find myself sharing 
with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beauti-
ful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say 
to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to 
share your news and the news 
of your place of worship.

You may contact Daphne 
M. Higgins at religion@mis-
sissippilink.com. Fax 601-
896-0091 or mail your in-
formation to The Mississippi 
Link, 2659 Livingston Road, 
Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorTrue Light hosts Daniel Fast

Ridley Hill Baptist Church 
in the community

True Light Missionary 
Baptist Church, 224 Bell 
Street, Jackson, has begun 
their 2013 fast which will 
end Sunday, Jan. 27 at 1 p.m. 
This fast, the Daniel Fast, 
which is no consumption of 
meat, sweets and bread but, 
does include eating fruits and 
vegetables and drinking wa-
ter and juice; will focus on 
the theme: Strengthening of 
the Cords of Faith, Family 
and Fellowship. 

The type of fasting method 
that the church is using is 
known as a corporate fast- 
a joint fast of believers for 
a specific purpose that can 
yield powerful results; pri-
vate discipline that brings 

public reward. The church 
will have a daily scripture 
for meditation and a specific 
area of prayer. 

As participants receive the 
urge to eat meats, sweets and 
breads, they are encouraged 
to turn to the scripture and 
pray or sing praises through 
their favorite song. Rev. 
Marcus Cheeks, pastor of 
True Light, stated, “God will 
honor your sacrifice.”

An optional method of fast-
ing has also been introduced 
to the members, the partial 
fast which will last from 7 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Everyone can 
participate in the fast, even 
those who need food with 
medication or first timers. 

The pastor does encourage 

consultation with a physician 
prior to participation.

He stated that the church 
has encouraged this fast for 
three primary reasons:

1. Set the course for the en-
tire year; Give God your first 
in all things. 

2. Establish blessing all 
year because of sacrifice at 
the beginning of the year.

3. Release of Matthew 
Chapter 6. 

“Remember that it is the 
attitude of a heart, sincerely 
seeking Him, to which God 
responds with a blessing,” 
quoted Cheeks, as he refer-
enced Isaiah 58, Jeremiah 
14:12, and 1 Corinthians 8:8.  

“As we sacrifice for the 
Lord at the beginning of 

the year, it is our pray that, 
through the year, God will 
strengthen our faith, fami-
lies and fellowship with 
one another. Where two are 
closely joined in fellowship, 
Christ by His Spirit will 
come to them and make the 
third. Then there is a three-
fold cord that is not easily 
broken. As believers, when 
we give, when we pray and 
when we fast; God makes 
a trifold cord. Sacrifice for 
God’s strengthening power 
this year,” said Cheeks.

“God may have placed an 
additional or a different fo-
cus on your heart, individu-
ally. If this is the case, please 
hear and respond to the call 
of God,” he stated. 

R E i g n i n g 
A n n o u n C E M E n T s

Evangelist Temple House of Refuge for all Na-
tions COGIC, 704 University Blvd, Jackson, will 
celebrate its Annual Choir Day Sunday, Jan. 20, 
at 11:30 a.m. Minister Benjamin Cone III will be 
the featured performer. The public is invited to 
join the church in celebration of “The Power of 
Praise.” For additional information, call 601-355-
1021.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 1600 
Florence Ave., College, Youth and Children’s 
Ministries will host their Annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Clean-up Day Monday, Jan. 21, from 
8:30 a.m. until noon. The ministries will come 
together to beautify their church community. For 
more information, call 601-355-2670. 

Triangle of Hope Community Development 
Corporation, Inc. invites all to their “Grand An-
nouncement” Sunday, January 27 at 5 p.m., at 
Christ Tabernacle Church, 1201 Cooper Rd., 
Jackson. Contact Pastor Hosea J. Hines at 601-
373-1711 for more information.

RELIGIOUS POETRY CONTEST: A $1,000 
grand prize is being offered in a special religious 
poetry contest sponsored by the Central Point 
Rainbow Poets, free to everyone. There are 50 
prizes in all totaling almost $5,000. Deadline for 
entering is Feb. 23, 2013. To enter, send one 
poem only of 21 lines or less to: Free Poetry Con-
test, PO Box 3336, Central Point, OR 97502. Or 
enter online at www.rainbowpoets.com. Be sure 
your name and address appears on the page 
with your poem.
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Ridley Hill Baptist Church 
joined several community 
agencies in celebrating the 
holidays with numerous ac-
tivities which included ring-
ing the bell for the Salvation 

Army, singing at the Waterford 
Independent Living Home on 
Highland Colony Parkway in 
Ridgeland, and hosting a lun-
cheon for senior citizens with 
Masons and Heroine of Jericho 
of Precious Lodge #215.

Heroins of Jericho of Precious Lodge #215 - Josephine Tyler, Betsy 
Kendrick, Jeradeain Harris. Back Row: Jillian Hardy, Shannon Mat-
thew, Genetta Davis, Verna Myers and Renee’ Reyes.

Masons: Front Row – Bro. Kenneth Barnes, Dr. Keith Rouser and Rev. 
Robert Cotten. Back Row – Steve Adams, Perry Cartlidge, Roland 
Mack and William Lewis

Ridley Hill Male Chorus sang at Waterford Independent Living Home. 
Pictured Michael Forbes, Lepoleon Barnes Sr., Albert Lewis, Malcolm 
Hill Sr., Urbane Lewis, Tommie Earl Lewis, Kenneth Barnes Sr., Charles 
Jones, stand with China Donnell, the activity director of the Waterford.

Church members Shanice Rouser and Sharon Rouser ring bell.

Chairman of the Trustee Board of Ridley Hill Darryl Rouser and a 
Mason from the China Grove Lodge in Madison, volunteers for the 
Salvation Army.

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:
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“That ye might 
walk worthy of 
the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being 
fruitful in every 
good work, and 
increasing in the 

knowledge of God.” Colos-
sians 1:10

“But grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 
glory both now and forever. 
Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18

Spiritual growth is ex-
tremely vital to every Chris-
tian. Increasing in the knowl-
edge of the Lord is necessary 
to develop spiritual maturity. 
This enables or empowers the 
Christian to be a more useful 
vessel to the Lord and to His 
kingdom. The more one knows 
about the Lord, His Word, and 
His Ways, the better equipped 
he or she will be to overcome 
the battles of life.

Spiritual maturity is accom-
plished through various means, 
and one way is through faith-
fully enduring tests and trials. 
It is very important for God’s 
people to look at these divine 
interruptions in the right way. 

Never is a trial sent to destroy 
a soul, but rather to build up 
and to enhance their useful-
ness for God. The old saying 
is, “one can shout when on the 
mountaintop, but real growth 
comes when in the valley.” It 
is through these valley experi-
ences that God helps the best 
in men and women to come 
forth. Humanity always desires 
the easy way, but the hard plac-
es cause one to pray, to dig, to 
search, and to draw closer to 
the Master. One’s true beauty 
and luster do not shine forth 
until he or she has been cut, 
shaped, and polished on God’s 
refining wheel.

Another means of spiritual 
growth is by the pruning of a 
person through the Word of 
God. Jesus said in John 15:2, 
“Every branch in Me that 
beareth not fruit, He purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more 
fruit.” Purging brings a separa-
tion. That which is not good 
is taken away so the good that 
remains may bring forth more 
bountifully. The Word of God 
is sent to uncover and expose 
anything that is working in the 
life of His child that is not ben-
eficial to him or to the Lord. 
That which is proving to be a 

hindrance to spiritual growth 
must be cut off and destroyed. 

When the Lord begins the 
pruning process on the heart 
of His child, it may cause pain 
and suffering at the time. It is 
extremely important for that 
individual to hold steady and 
allow the Lord to do His per-
fect work. Fully yielding to 
God’s will and way produces 
greater stability in the life of 
the one who is being pruned.

Jesus became deeply stirred 
at religious people who re-
jected His Words as He tried 
to teach them the true way. 
Christ’s way will lead men and 
women to peace, joy, happi-
ness, and a more abundant life.

The Apostle Paul pointed out 
to the Colossian Church that 
knowledge in itself is empty if 
it doesn’t lead to a changed life 
and right living. “He prayed 
that they might be filled with 
the knowledge of God’s will 
through all wisdom and spiri-
tual understanding and that 
they would be fruitful in every 
good work, increasing in the 
knowledge of God.” 

The Apostle Peter concludes 
his brief letter by urging his 
readers to grow in the grace 
and knowledge of the Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ - to get to 
know Him better and better.” 
This is the most important 
step in refuting false teachers. 
No matter where we are in our 
spiritual journey/growth, no 
matter how mature we are in 
our faith, the sinful world will 
always challenge our faith.

We still have much room 
for growth. If every day we 
find some way to draw closer 
to Christ, we will be prepared 
to stand for truth in any and 
all circumstances. God desires 
perfection in His people; but 
perfection comes from a con-
tinual crucifying of your ways, 
your ideas, and your will, and 
from accepting His way and 
His will.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church 
of God in Farmhaven (Can-
ton), Miss. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Presently, he is a mem-
ber of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God 
Anderson, Ind., and serves as 
vice-chairman at the South-
eastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from 
the Billboard Gospel Charts for 

the week of January 17

1.	 Take	Me	To	The	King	 	 	 Tamela	Mann
2.	 It’s	Not	Over	 	 	 	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	James	Fortune	&	Jason	Nelson
3.	 Life	&	Favor	(You	Don’t	Know)	 	 John	P.	Kee	And	New	Life
4.	 Hold	On	 	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA	Featuring	Monica	&	Fred	Hammond
5.	 Awesome	 	 	 	 Pastor	Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
6.	 Testimony	 	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
7.	 Shifting	The	Atmosphere	 	 Jason	Nelson
8.	 Turning	Around	For	Me	 	 	 VaShawn	Mitchell
9.	 Let	The	Church	Say	Amen	 	 Andrae	Crouch	Featuring	Marvin	Winans
10.	 Your	Best	Days	Yet		 	 	 Bishop	Paul	S.	Morton

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                 ARTISTS     ALBUM

Spiritual Growth 
Increasing in the 

knowledge of God
“I woke up 

to get me a 
cold pop and I 
thought some-
body was barbe-
cuing. I said ‘Oh 
Lord Jesus, it’s a 

fire!’ Then I ran out. I didn’t grab 
my shoes or nothin’…I ran for 
my life…I got bronchitis. Ain’t 
nobody got time for that!” The 
first time I heard these words by 
the latest internet sensation floral 
head scarf and gold tooth wear-
ing Sweet Brown, I gotta admit 
I burst out laughing. She was 
so serious about escaping a fire. 
Then I watched the even funnier 
auto tuned music video featuring 
her saying repeatedly, “Ain’t no-
body got time for that!” 

Sweet Brown appears so sin-
cere about making a wise quick 
decision in the middle of a crisis. 
Her video is funny but there is a 
lot of truth in it. She had to stop 
thinking about her “cold pop” 
and think about saving her life. 
She didn’t hesitate. She knew 
she was in danger and got her-
self to a safe place. 

It made me think about how 
so many of us do the opposite 
of Sweet. We see danger behind 
us or ahead of us and do one of 
two things: we either pretend the 
danger isn’t there or we falsely 
believe we can handle it. For 
example, the signs are clear that 
your relationship isn’t healthy, 
the job is about to fire you and 
your finances are suffering. Yet, 
instead of using Godly wisdom, 
we linger too long and end up 
getting hurt. Or worse, like Lot’s 
wife, we keep focusing on our 

past unwilling to look ahead and 
embrace new opportunities that 
God is offering. 

Luke 17:31-33 warns “on that 
day no one who is on the house-
top, with possessions inside, 
should go down to get them. 
Likewise, no one in the field 
should go back for anything. 
Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever 
tries to keep their life will lose it, 
and whoever loses their life will 
preserve it.” 

We continue to make time for 
and hold onto things that God is 
trying to get us to let go of. One 
question you might want to ask 
yourself early in 2013 is whether 
you are foolishly making time 
for something or someone that 
you really need to let go of. You 
keep making time for it or them, 
but God is showing you through 
actions and circumstances that 
you ain’t got time for “that” 
(foolishness and fools) because 
he has better things for you.

At the start of new year, we 
should focus on the message of 
Philippians 3:13-14 that encour-
ages us to focus on the future 
and bigger picture: “Forgetting 
what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press 
on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus” 
because after all, “Ain’t nobody 
got time for that!”

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com, at 
www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

Ain’t nobody 
got time for that

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

pRESERvEd

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist
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Barnes and Orsmond Jordan, 
this team honed their skills, 
speed and prowess and de-
veloped into an unstoppable 
force whose starters came to 
be known as the “Lanier Mag-
nificent Seven.”

Known for their quickness, 
scoring offense and devas-
tatingly tough defenses, this 
team ran up an amazing in-
state record of 43 and 0 and 
averaged over 100 points a 
game in eight minute quar-
ters; this was before the three-
point shot had been instituted 
into the game. 

With each game, their re-
cord and legend grew. And 
they not only won the state 
championship in March 1965, 
they were invited to compete 
in the National Invitation In-
terscholastic Basketball Tour-
nament (NIIBT) at Alabama 
State College in Montgomery, 
Ala.

On March 6, 1965, the sev-
en inner city kids from Jack-
son took on the best in the na-
tion, the vaunted Bears from 
Booker T. Washington High 
School of Suffolk, Va. The 
Bears were a force to be reck-
oned with. The team was de-
scribed by some sportscasters 
as the “team of the century.” 

While both teams were 
known for their scoring prow-
ess and dynamic offenses, the 
game was a defensive strug-
gle from the very beginning. 
It featured heart-stopping ac-
tion, amazing shots and stel-
lar defense by both that daz-
zled the fans. 

The papers described it as 
an amazing game between 
two titans of high school bas-
ketball that featured great ball 

handling, tough perimeter 
defense and some of the best 
high school players and most 
electric shooting many had 
ever seen. 

At the buzzer, the Lanier 
High School Bulldogs pre-
vailed 58 to 55 and had done 
it: they beat the team of the 
century and won the coveted 
National High School Basket-
ball Championship and were 
deemed “the best in the na-
tion.”

These proud, defiant and 
jubilant national champions 
rode a public bus back to 
Jackson, a bus also loaded 
with Freedom Riders deter-
mined to change the hearts 
and minds of a nation. 

The Lanier Basketball 
Team came home winners but 
their triumph was swallowed 
up by the news of the day and 
the rabid turmoil of the civil 
rights movement. 

These young men, heroes 
to their legion of fans at La-
nier High School, the city of 
Jackson and the entire state 
of Mississippi, never got their 
due. True champions, they 
held their heads high with 
their national championship 
trophy in their hands and 
placed it in the Lanier trophy 
case, where it has set for 48 
years gathering dust and for-
gotten. 

But not anymore. Thanks 
to the efforts of Jackson busi-
nessman Johnny Morrow, 
that has now changed. Mor-
row demanded that these men 
be recognized by putting his 
name and clout behind the ef-
fort. 

He became the director and 
business manager of the 1965 

Lanier Basketball Team Na-
tional Championship Recog-
nition Committee and brought 
together city, county and state 
government entities, local 
businesses and talented indi-
viduals to help with his cause. 

He energized schools, local 
and national media and forced 
this recognition ceremony to 
right this long overdue wrong. 
And now due to his efforts, 
the Lanier High School Na-
tional Champi-
onship Basket-
ball Team will 
be recognized. 
Now is their 
time to be re-
membered. 

They have 
been called 
“the best team 
you never heard 
of.” Well now 
you have. 

Take pride 
Jackson. In 
1965, seven in-
ner city young 
men took on the 
best in the na-
tion and won. 
As we salute 
the accomplish-
ments of Afri-
can Americans 
during the cel-
ebration of the 
great Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King 
Jr. and through-
out February as 
Black History 
Month, let us 
not forget our 
local heroes. 

Help us to 
remember, con-
gratulate and 
salute the 1965 
Lanier High 
School Basket-
ball Team, the 
only Mississip-
pi high school 
basketball team 
to ever win a 
N AT I O N A L 
championship. 

Come out 
and show your 
love, support 
and admiration 

for what these men accom-
plished. On Wednesday, Jan. 
23, at 7 p.m. at the Missis-
sippi Sports Hall of Fame, 
the state will finally salute 
and give due recognition to 
the 1965 Lanier High School 
Basketball team. Come meet 
the men who accomplished 
this amazing feat and learn of 
their daring, their courage and 
of their basketball dominance 
in 1965.

Come meet the men who 
were and are the Lanier High 
School Basketball Team Bull-
dogs of 1965 - the National 
Champions.

Joe Usry Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram is sponsoring the 
National Championship rings 
to be presented to the surviv-
ing team members. After the 
ceremony, a reception will be 
held in their honor at “The 
Room,” 421 Woodrow Wilson 

Drive. 
The 1965 Lanier High 

School Basketball Team 
members are Marvin Scott, 
Elliot Guinn, James Gar-
land, Cornell Warner, Mitch-
ell Johnson, Charles Dalley, 
Larry Hayes, George Amer-
son, Robert Mayberry, Eddie 
Clanton, Louis Tucker, Otha 
Mitchell, James Hudson, Ar-
thur Brown and Henry Brown 
Jr.
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OpiniOn

One hundred, 
fifty years ago, 
president Abra-
ham Lincoln 
signed the Eman-
cipation procla-
mation. it was 

a flawed document that freed 
enslaved people in Confederate 
areas that he did not control. At 
the same time, it was a progres-
sive document because it initi-
ated discussion about the “free-
dom” Thirteenth, Fourteenth 
and Fifteen Amendments.

One hundred years later, in 
1963, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. riveted the nation with his “i 
Have A Dream” speech during 
the Aug. 28 March on Wash-
ington. Many will remember he 
said, “i have a dream that one 
day people will be judged not 
by the color of their skin but by 
the content of their character.”

Somehow people forget that 
in the same speech he said, “We 
have come to the nation’s capi-
tal to cash a check that has been 
marked insufficient funds.” if 
people said “cash the check” 
as often as they said “i have 
a dream,” we’d move more 
quickly forward in closing the 
economic gaps that African 
American people experience.

We’ve been doing this 50-
year thing for the past couple 
years, and we’ll be doing it for 
another few. The “Greensboro 
Four” north Carolina A&T 
State University students (with 
the help of Bennett College stu-
dents, who are often ignored) 
sat in at Woolworth counter 
Feb. 1, 1960. The March on 
Washington happened 50 years 

ago. The Civil Rights Act was 
passed in 1964, and beyond that 
the 1960s will resonate for the 
next few years with commemo-
rations and anniversaries.

These celebrations are im-
portant historical moments, 
but who remembers? The me-
dian age of the population in 
the United States is about 37 
years old. Many of these folks 
remember the civil rights mo-
ment through twice and thrice 
told tales. Those who are under 
the median age see the civil 
rights movement as something 
like a fable, something they 
heard about, but it doesn’t re-
ally matter to them.

Many of these young people 
see themselves as “post-racial.” 
They hang out with their peers, 
race notwithstanding. They 
have never experienced dis-
crimination. Even when they 
experience it, they are slow to 
embrace it. They are post-ra-
cial, whatever that means.

if some of these young peo-
ple had been immersed in histo-
ry, they might understand why 
the black unemployment rate 
is twice that of the white rate. 
if they had books and speeches 
by Dr. King, who spoke of ra-
cial disparities in much of his 
work, they would understand 
the many ways the struggle 
continues.

But popular culture suggests 
that when black folks and white 
folks can both act extreme 
fools on reality shows (i think 
i blanked out after about a min-
ute of “Bad Girls Club”), there 
is some measure of equality.

There has been a rich history 
and legacy of struggle and pro-
test that have been swallowed 

by the notion of post-racialism 
in the first decades of this cen-
tury.

it is laudable that president 
Obama will use both the Bible 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and that of president Abra-
ham Lincoln, connecting the 
150-year-old dots. president 
Obama’s choice in using both 
Bibles in this anniversary year 
is a testament to his sensitivity 
and ability to juggle the tight-
rope he must manage as both 
president of the United States 
and the first African American 
president of our nation.

Most folks 50 and older get 
it. What about those who are 
both younger than our nation’s 
median age and unschooled 
in the nuances of history? is 
our conversation about race in 
America stuck in some kind of 
time warp where we are unable 
to speak cross generationally 
because we have extremely dif-
ferent memories, recollections, 
and knowledge about that 
which happened fifty years 
ago?

We do our nation a disser-
vice when we duck and dodge 
our racially tinged history. We 
have to grace and embrace the 
past in order to move forward 
with our future. Somehow this 
is a message that needs to be 
transmitted to young people, 
especially in this 150th year af-
ter emancipation, this 50th year 
after the March on Washington, 
this season of embracing and 
celebrating our history.

Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based economist 
and writer. She is president 
Emerita of Bennett College for 
Women in Greensboro, N.C.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

B l a c k o n o m i c s

nRa maintains stranglehold 
in the wake 

of the killing of 
20 school chil-
dren in new-
town, Conn., last 
month and just 
before Vice pres-

ident Joe Biden presented a list 
of proposals to president Barack 
Obama that includes banning as-
sault weapons and limiting sales 
of high-capacity ammunition 
clips, the president of the national 
Rifle Association (nRA) ex-
pressed confidence that new gun 
legislation will stall in Congress.

in an interview Sunday, Jan. 13, 
on Cnn’s “State Of The Union,” 
nRA president David Keene said, 
“i would say that the likelihood is 
that they are not going to be able to 
get assault weapons ban through 
this Congress.” When asked about 
placing limits on high-capacity 
ammunition clips, Keene replied, 
“i don’t think ultimately they are 
going to get that, either.”

Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), 
referring to Keene, said on Cnn, 
“i think he’s wrong.” Murphy 
explained, “newtown fundamen-
tally changed things. The nRA 
doesn’t get this.”

Although Rep. Elijah Cum-
mings (D-Md.) acknowledged 
that it would not be easy to get 
Congress to ban assault weapons. 
He told Cnn, “i think we have the 
possibility, but it’s going to be dif-
ficult.” Cummings said the pros-
pects are brighter for Congress to 
place restrictions on high-capacity 
magazines and require expanded 
background checks.

A 10-year ban on the sale of 
assault weapons expired in 2004, 
largely as a result of pressure ex-
erted by the nRA. The organiza-
tion has risen from being founded 
in 1871 to help improve marks-
manship to a powerful 4 million-
member lobbying organization 
that takes in more than $200 mil-
lion in annual revenue.

According to Opensecrets.org, 
the nRA spent $20 million in the 
last election cycle, all on friendly 
lawmakers who score well on the 

nRA’s political scorecard. The 
combination of big bucks and 
political pressure have made too 
many members of Congress fear-
ful of bucking the powerful gun 
lobby, a group that doesn’t even 
want machine guns banned.

However, there are growing in-
dications that the nRA’s political 
clout might be vastly overrated. 
“The gun lobby had an abysmal 
2012 election cycle. They spent 
more than $11 million to defeat 
president Obama, warning that 
on Election Day, “Americans will 
vote either to defend or surrender 
freedom in the most consequential 
national decision in U.S. history.” 

They also failed to elect their 
preferred candidate in six of their 
seven top targets for the U.S. Sen-
ate. And more than two-thirds of 
incumbents who lost their seats 
in the House of Representatives 
were backed by the nRA, includ-
ing four Democrats,” noted Media 
Matters, the watchdog group. So 
the nRA got a poor return on its 
political investment.

“According to the open govern-
ment group Sunlight Foundation, 
the nRA “political Victory Fund” 
- the nRA’s political action com-
mittee - received a less than one 
percent return on $10,536,106 
spent on independent expendi-
tures during the election cycle,” 
the media monitoring group also 
found. 

“The nRA spent 0.44 percent 
of its money supporting winning 
candidates and 0.39 percent op-
posing losing candidates. The 
nRA institute for Legislative 
Action, the organization’s lobby-
ing arm, garnered a 10.25 percent 
return on $7,448,017 spent on the 
election. in seven Senate races 
where the nRA spent more than 
$100,000, six of the nRA-backed 
candidates lost.”

That trend did not start with 
the november elections, accord-
ing to Thinkprogress, a liberal 
blog. paul Waldman, contributing 
editor at The American prospect, 
analyzed data from the last four 
federal elections - 2004, 2006, 
2008 and 2010.

“The conclusion to be drawn 

from these data will be surprising 
to many: The nRA has virtually 
no impact on congressional elec-
tions,” he wrote. “The nRA en-
dorsement, so coveted by so many 
politicians, is almost meaningless. 
nor does the money the organi-
zation spends have any demon-
strable impact on the outcome of 
races. in short, when it comes to 
elections, the nRA is a paper ti-
ger.”

not exactly. “if you’ve been 
following the issue of guns over 
the last few years, you know 
that these have been good times 
for gun advocates,” according to 
Thinkprogress. “in a landmark 
2008 decision in District of Co-
lumbia v. Heller, the Supreme 
Court settled a longstanding ques-
tion by declaring that the 2nd 
Amendment confers an individual 
right to own guns. 

“Under Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration, the only pieces of 
legislation on guns have expand-
ed gun rights; for instance, gun 
owners are now allowed to bring 
firearms into national parks as a 
result of legislation Obama signed 
in 2009. 

“The assault weapons ban 
passed under Bill Clinton expired 
in 2004. And despite early indica-
tions the Obama administration 
might try to renew it, they have 
made no moves to do so.”

public opinion on gun con-
trol has moved, according to a 
Gallup poll released Jan. 14. it 
showed that 38 percent of Ameri-
cans favor stricter gun measures, 
a 13-point increase from last year 
and the highest it has been in more 
than a decade.

now is the time for Obama to 
make his move. if not, the nRA 
will do it for him.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion (NNPA) News Service. He is 
a keynote speaker, moderato, and 
media coach and can be reached 
through his Web site, www.
georgecurry.com. You can also 
follow him at www.twitter.com/
currygeorge.

connecting the past 
with the president

The latest nega-
tive programming 
coming from the 
dominant media is 
a ridiculous show 
about a black guy 
who has 11 chil-

dren by 10 different women. “All 
My Babies Mamas” was planned 
for the coming season, but now 
it may be completely scrubbed, 
mainly because of a sister, Sabrina 
Lamb, sent out a petition protesting 
the show in the most serious man-
ner. 

i say kudos to Ms. Lamb and 
others who have spoken out against 
this nonsensical and degrading 
show; i wish the same fate for 
some of those other so-called real-
ity shows.

You can do your own research on 
the content and intent of the show 
if you are interested in that sort of 
thing. For now, i want to talk about 
the economic implications of it. As 
you should well know, beneath ev-
erything lies economics.

First off, we know that no prof-
it-minded business person would 
intentionally insult its customers 
by doing something to drive them 
away, right? So why would Oxy-
gen Media even attempt to put this 
show on the air? 

For that matter, why do any of the 
other networks put the same kind of 
insulting and demeaning shows on 
the air? That answer is quite simply: 
“profit.”  

if we were not watching these 
stupid shows and not salivating for 
more and more outlandish depic-
tions of black folks on TV, they’d 
all be gone tomorrow. We love this 
stuff, and the producers are staying 
up at night trying to develop more. 

While we may complain about 
how they disrespect us (or is it re-
ally how we disrespect ourselves?), 
we will jump on whatever band-
wagon that comes along - no mat-
ter the content. So it’s certainly no 
surprise that Oxygen decided to 
put “Babies Mamas” on the air be-
cause they think it’s what we want 
to watch.

i recently read about two black 
radio stations, one that’s been 
around for more than 42 years, that 
were bought by Koreans and the 
stations went from soul music to 
Seoul music overnight. Remember, 
it’s all about the money, and as nino 
Brown once said, “it’s not personal, 
it’s business.”

The black consumer market is 
a veritable goldmine, and it seems 
everyone knows that but black 
folks, at least everyone profits from 
it except black folks. This latest in-
sult by the media reminds me of an 
article i wrote a few years ago, “The 
Answer to Media Bias is Media By 
Us.”

Until we decide to do what Sa-
brina Lamb and others are doing, 
and until we mount a concerted and 
sustained effort against our own 
“ignant” brothers and sisters who 
perpetuate the “baby mama” and 
“baby daddy” nonsense, we will 
always be nothing more than profit 
margins for the latest fads and any 
stupid TV show that comes along.

Ownership is the key. Media 
owned by us, and by “us,” i mean 
conscious brothers and sisters who 
will not stoop to producing the trash 
we see now, that is the appropriate 
response to the trash we see and 
hear in the media today.  

if you don’t own anything, you 
are always at the mercy - and the 
whims - of those who do. As you 
read this, Bob Law, noted radio talk 

show host and one of the most in-
formed brothers in the industry, is 
mounting a campaign to bring black 
radio back up to the level of respect 
and intelligence it once knew.

He wrote, “in our initiative there 
are two levels of responsibility: 
holding corporations responsible 
for the inequality that contributes 
to the conditions in black commu-
nities, and the black community’s 
responsibility to change and correct 
those conditions.”

So always remind yourself of the 
role we play in the media, especial-
ly on the negative side. if we would 
not accept the trash they throw at 
us, it would not be thrown at us.

if we stand up and let corpora-
tions and media outlets know that 
we will use our collective economic 
leverage against them by withdraw-
ing our money from their products 
and refusing to watch and listen to 
their nonsense, we would at least 
have a fighting chance to change 
things in our favor.

You can start by signing Sabrina 
Lamb’s petition and the online peti-
tion that change.org is circulating.  
Then you can turn all that mess off 
your TV’s and radios. You will no-
tice that i have not even mentioned 
the guy’s name that has all the ba-
bies by all the “mamas.”

That’s another step we can take.  
Don’t even give the recognition of 
calling their names. And always re-
member, “it’s not personal, it’s just 
business.”

Jim Clingman, founder of the 
Greater Cincinnati African Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce, is the 
nation’s most prolific writer on 
economic empowerment for black 
people. He is an adjunct professor 
at the University of Cincinnati and 
can be reached through his Website, 
blackonomics.com.

“all my Babies mamas” and other insults

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist

African-Ameri-
can sports pundit, 
Rob parker cre-
ated a clamor and 
got himself sus-
pended for saying 
on live television: 

“My question is …, is he a brother 
or is he a cornball brother? He’s 
not real…; he’s kinda black, but 
he’s … off into something else…. 
i keep hearing these things…; he 
has a white fiancé…. There’s this 
talk … he’s a Republican.”

Robert Griffin iii’s reply to the 
criticism was: “i don’t want to be 
the best African-American quarter-
back; i want to be the best quarter-
back. But to fans … who think that 
way and look at me as an African-
American, it’s important i succeed 
for them.”

Race is still a category that sepa-
rates and divides us, but the image 
and illusion around RGiii is evi-
dence that some of the historical 
boundaries that separate the races 
are breaking down. RGiii is that 
All-American guy next door that 
you root for, even if he plays for a 
team not your own. it’s been an in-
credible national Football League 
(nFL) rookie campaign for the 
Redskin quarterback.

The number of RGiii jerseys 
sold by the nFL is more than any 
other player in a single year since 
the nFL began keeping track.  
Griffin iii broke the record previ-
ously held by Brett Favre. Griffin 
wears number 10 for the Redskins, 
with “Griffin iii” on his back. 

This makes him the first player 
in the history of the “Big Four” 
professional sports leagues nFL, 
MLB, nHL and nBA to have a 
Roman numeral on the back of his 
jersey, as the nFL changed the rule 
in 2012 to allow players to include 
generational titles in their names. 
Griffin previously had “Griffin iii” 
on the back of his jersey while in 
college, which was actually nec-
essary in order to distinguish him 
from the other Robert Griffin on 
the Baylor team.

After being drafted second by 
the Washington Redskins, RGiii 
signed a four-year $21.2 million 
contract that had a $13.8 million 
signing bonus. Andrew Luck was 
drafted first by the indianapolis 
Colts and got a slightly bigger team 
contract. But Griffin has made 
more money with the endorsement 
deals he has with Castrol Motor 
Oil, EA Sports, Subway, Gatorade, 
nissan and Adidas. 

A master’s degree candidate in 
communications, RGiii has be-
come a media darling. Griffin is 
a force to be reckoned with. He’s 
now the face of one of the most 
storied nFL franchises in one of 
the nation’s top 10 media markets. 
He’s got personality, skills, a big 
smile and plenty of talent. Overall, 
marketers have been extremely 
impressed with Griffin’s poise in 
interviews and remembering brand 
message points.

in regards to Griffin’s “white 
fiancé,” studies say that interra-
cial marriages “are good for soci-
ety.” Among opposite-sex married 
couples, one in 10 (5.4 million 

couples) are interracial. in 2010, 
multiracial Americans numbered 9 
million, or 2.9 percent of the total 
population - but 5.6 percent of the 
multiracial population is under 18.

Griffin iii met his fiancée, Re-
becca Liddicoat, at Baylor. He pro-
posed to her in 2010. She’s white 
and “a total non-issue” among the 
parents. “She doesn’t see him as 
African American; she sees him 
as a man,” Griffin’s mom told the 
Washington Post. Jacqueline and 
Robert Griffin Jr. say that in their 
household, “faith development 
was essential” and that “He doesn’t 
see her as a Caucasian woman; he 
sees her as a woman.”

RGiii was born in Okinawa, Ja-
pan. in 1997 the family settled in 
Copperas Cove, Texas, were RGiii 
attended high school and was a 
three-sport star in basketball, foot-
ball, and track and named to USA 
Today’s 2007 All-USA Track and 
Field team.

Griffin has to be considered 
“quite a catch.” RGiii graduated 
high school a semester early after 
being “class president” and “7th 
place” in the class. He began at-
tending Baylor University during 
the spring 2008 semester when he 
was 17. While a member of Bay-
lor’s track and field teams, Griffin 
graduated in three years with a de-
gree in political science and a 3.67 
GpA. Griffin made the Dean’s List 
twice.

William Reed is head of the 
Business Exchange Network and 
available for speaking/seminar 
projects through the Bailey Group.
org.

RGiii takes care of business
By William Reed
NNPA Columnist
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aDVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

rFp 2013-07 – sEas Education

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business 
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Lo-
cal Prevailing Time) February 6, 2013, at which time and place they will be 
publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance 
of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are 
opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of 
charge by emailing Webley@jackson.k12.ms.us.

1/17/13, 1/24/13
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1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm

2013 MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT RATES

ARE LOWER
IN SOME AREAS OF MS!

Call Us Today To See If You Qualify!
There Is No-Cost and No Obligation For A Quote!

1-800-667-8520
A Mississippi Company With Satisfied Customers Since 1984!
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ATTENTION:
The Drugs GranuFlo® and NaturaLyte®

have been linked to increased risks of heart attacks, sudden 
cardiac death, cardiovascular death, pulmonary arrest and
other cardiovascular complications.

You should act now! For a free consultation, please call:
THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding Marc Boutwell
can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

If you were prescribed GranuFlo® or NaturaLyte® and have 
suffered from heart problems including heart attack and other
heart conditions, you may have a claim for damages.
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Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding Marc Boutwell
can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

If you were prescribed GranuFlo® or NaturaLyte® and have 
suffered from heart problems including heart attack and other
heart conditions, you may have a claim for damages.
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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2013 Tours
Key West Tour: Jan. 21-28

•••
Cajun Tour: February 25-28

•••
Southwest Tour: Apr. 23-May 2

Carlsbad-Grand Canyon
•••

Northwest Tour: May 25-June 10
Yellowstone-Redwoods

•••
Capital Tour: June 25-July 1

Washington, DC 
•••

Nova Scotia Tour: July 13-27
Anne of Green Gables

•••
Alaska Tour: Aug. 15-Sept. 7
Juneau-Anchorage-Valdez

•••
DC-NYC Tour: Sept. 24-Oct. 4

New England Foliage
•••

Niagara Falls Tour: Oct.21-28
Toronto-Detroit-Foliage

•••
Branson Tour: Nov. 12-15

•••
Williamsburg Tour: Dec. 17-21

Jamestown-Yorktown

STARKVILLE TOURS
Call 662-324-0474
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Starkville Tours

Delivery Drivers: CDL-A. 
Top Earners: $65k/yr.
Safety/Perform Bonus. 

Full Family Benefits. 401k.
Food Srvce/Bevrg Exp A+. 

877-704-3012

Move-In Special $500 month. Call (601) 372-1080



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

KITCHEN CREWS NEEDED OFF-
SHORE in the Oil and Gas Industry. Entry
level positions start at $710-$810 per
week. Sign up now for training today.
CALL 850-424-2601.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
DRIVER - $0.03 QUARTERLY BONUS,
plus $0.01 increase per mile after 6 and
12 months. Daily or Weekly pay. CDL-”A”,
3 months current experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A $5,000 SIGN-ON
BONUS for experienced solo OTR drivers
and O/O’s. Tuition reimbursement also
available! New student pay & lease pro-
gram. USA TRUCK. 877-521-5775.
www.USATruck.jobs
Drivers - CDL-A: TEAM WITH TOTAL!
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solo Drivers
Also Needed. 1 year experience required.
800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or 7307.
www.TotalMS.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

START THE NEW YEAR with a Great
CDL Driving Career! Experienced Drivers
and Recent Grads - Excellent Benefits,
Weekly Hometime, Paid Training. 888-
362-8608. AverittCareers.com Equal
Opportunity Employer.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of January 13, 2013

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

1-888-604-3233
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

Jan13_MCAN
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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The frustration Brown is 
feeling comes behind reports 
that the Hinds County Eco-
nomic Development District 
may be seeking to use $20 
million in state funding that 
was designated by the legisla-
turefor OCG for other devel-
opment projects coming to the 
county.

Brown said, “Here is what 
we are looking at doing. While 
we are waiting on the county, 
the state and the city and ev-
eryone to make some real 
commitment regarding the $20 
million already designated for 
OCG for infrastructure, we ex-
pect to be talking to a couple 
of other project landowners.

“Meanwhile, we really want 
to get the county committed to 
the money the state legislature 
passed for the project. When 
they pulled the plug, we were 
about five to six weeks from 
doing a closing on the whole 
financial structure on that first 
site called 1822 Square.

“It is pretty complex financ-
ing with four or five projects 
involved. If we get a positive 
sign from the county that they 
really want to move forward 
with this, then we will go back 
to the same players and try to 
get it lined up again.

“The good thing is that Con-
gress extended the new market 
tax credit for another 10 years. 
The timing on it is what is im-
portant. But we can’t start that 
process until we know that the 
county is committed. The last 
I’ve heard is that the county is 
going up to the state legisla-
ture to try and take that money 
away from Old Capitol Green 
and put it into another devel-
oper’s project.”

When asked what his com-
pany put into the project, 
Brown stated, “In our project 
OCG, we have put in nearly $3 
million. Some bad information 
is out there that we had put no 
money into the deal and that 
we were asking the county to 
put in more money. There is a 
whole lot of misinformation 
going around. 

“One of the things that ham-
pers a project is when there 
is bad information out there. 
Even with good information, 
there are going to be problems 
but you can work through 
them when everyone is shoot-
ing straight. We are doing in-
cremental development and 
the housing with retail is the 
first part of it,” said Brown.

State Sen. John Horhn who 

previously supported the proj-
ect and said he still supports 
the Old Capitol Green. 

“I see no reason to change 
the legislative commitment to 
Old Capitol Green. Full Spec-
trum has long-term leases in 
place on the state property.

“They have expended nearly 
$3 million on plans, designs, 
acquisition and legal fees as-
sociated with the project. En-
tergy, a major property owner 
in the target area, remains 
committed. The project is huge 
and would have a tremendous 
impact on downtown Jackson. 
And I’m told that they may be 
looking at developing a small-
er residential piece to build 
momentum,” Horhn said.

Businessman Leland Speed, 
CEO of East Group Properties, 
was asked his assessment of 
the OCG project. He respond-
ed, “Carlton Brown has a great 
idea. Some people want to see 
before they believe. They’ve 
heard promises before. I am 
not opposed to any projects 
but I am in support of OCG.

“I would like to see the 
project phase in reasonable 
increments - starting with 
downtown housing. We have 
seen this work in lots of other 
places. In Jackson’s down-
town, there is a waiting list for 
residential housing. It is a real 
opportunity.”

Also responding to the 
question of support for OCG, 
Dwayne Oneil, president and 
CEO of Greater Jackson Part-
nership, said, “We, the Greater 
Jackson Partnership, are still 
in support of the Old Capitol 
Green Project. Our support is 
there and over the course of 
two years, sometimes things 
change.

“We would like to see more 
coming from OCG. It is a great 
project and funding needs to 
be in place and shared with 
all parties with some interest 
in the project. I’m not sure of 
what else is needed other than 
support. We want to help de-
velopment in the city of Jack-
son whenever we can.”

Malcolm Shepherd, local 
manager of the Full Spectrum 
South and the OCG project, 
expressed his frustration based 
on news he received that a new 
developer wanted the money 
already granted by the state for 
the OCG project. 

The following questions 
were posed directly to Shep-
herd regarding the OCG proj-
ect.

Q: What signal would this 
send to the business commu-
nity if the funds were taken 
from the Old Capitol Green al-
location?

Shepherd: It would send the 
wrong signal. Not only does it 
send the wrong message to the 
business community, but we 
think it is a slap in the face of 
the citizens of Hinds County 
and the city of Jackson. They 
will not accrue the jobs, they 
won’t accrue the payroll. They 
will not have the opportunity 
to gain any initial sales reve-
nue from the retail outlets that 
would be brought there. 

This also says to investors 
that “someone can come in and 
take your project away from 
you because of personality 
conflicts.” But I think there is 
a wider issue associated with it 
and that is you have an African 
American developer coming 
to the state of Mississippi with 
the history that we have. 

Q: Is this developer for 
OCG from Mississippi?

Shepherd: Carlton Brown, 
a Princeton University gradu-
ate and founding partner and 
CEO of Full Spectrum of New 
York, grew up in Jackson and 
is a graduate of Lanier High 
School. I grew up in Jackson 
and am a graduate of Brinkley 
High School and Jackson State 
University. 

So you have “home boys,” 
if you will, developing sig-
nificant projects in the city of 
Jackson, which historically 
has not been very friendly to 
African Americans - I don’t 
have to tell you about the dis-
crimination and those type of 
things….

But in these modern times, 
you would think that a compa-
ny that comes in and spends al-
most $3 million, comes in and 
pays for a master plan, a com-
pany that comes in and pays 
for rezoning of 50 acres of 
land that we don’t own, a com-
pany that comes in and does all 
of the economic modeling and 
actually certifies what we have 
been talking about in terms 
of mixed use development in 
downtown Jackson would be 
treated fairly….

The OCG residential units 
all have waiting lists down-
town. We told the County 
there are 4,200 residential 
units waiting for downtown. 
We also said that green office 
space is needed for downtown. 
Offices there already are va-
cant because they have not 

kept up with the changes in the 
market and in the construction 
industry.

Q: Jackson is a city made up 
of 70 percent African Ameri-
cans, and Hinds County is 68 
percent African American. 
What is it you want to see 
done for Full Spectrum by the 
citizens, by elected officials? 
It would help if they under-
stood what you are asking for. 
Also what is it that the Hinds 
County Board needs to do to 
help move this process for-
ward?

Shepherd: What we would 
want the Board and the Dis-
trict to do is follow through on 
the commitment for the pub-
lic-private partnership that we 
were initially selected to do. 
We are not asking for a hand 
out. As you can see, we have 
already been successful in get-
ting a $20 million low interest 
loan committed to this project. 

We spent almost $3 million 
of our own money on this proj-
ect. I was once told by a Eco-
nomic Development director 
that “you have to have skin in 
the game.” So far, we are the 
only skin in the game.

We simply want to follow 
through on a way to make use 
of the $20 million in a fair and 
equitable manner to Old Capi-
tol Green and to Full Spec-
trum. That is ultimately what 
we want. We are not asking for 
anything that is not already on 
the table.

We want the elected offi-
cials who have been working 
with us to continue to sup-
port us, push us and make us 
work hard on this project like 
we have been doing. Make us 
produce the models that will 
answer all of the questions and 
provide all of the guarantees to 
the county, to the city, to the 
state of Mississippi.

We are not asking for any 
more than what was already on 
the table and primarily devel-
oped by us. As for the people 
of Hinds County, we are a part 
of this community. For the last 
six or seven years, we have 
supported employment oppor-
tunities here. We have been in-
volved in the community.

At Jackson State, we’ve had 
urban and regional planning 
Master’s program level stu-
dents involved and working 
with us every semester. We 
have made a $2 million com-
mitment to Jackson State out 
of this development in Old 
Capitol Green.

That is the largest 
single commitment by 
any private sector com-
pany to the largest uni-
versity located physi-
cally within the city of 
Jackson. The Univer-
sity Medical Center is 
significant but Jackson 
State is an urban uni-
versity and is part of 
this community. 

This is the kind of 
commitment that we 
want businesses and 
companies moving into 
Jackson to have, and we 
are part of that. Carlton 
Brown serves on the 
Development Founda-
tion at Jackson State. 
He has been working at 
One University Place 
with some other devel-
opers. We want to make 
Jackson an example of 
what an urban oriented 
mid-size community 
can be.

It requires all of us 
to be a part of that. 
That also means that 
we have to look at new 
ways of doing things, 
have new developers 
come into the market 
and be creative with 
the financing. We could 
have solved these long 
standing issues a long 
time ago, had we not 
the kind of history we 
are known for in this 
city and in this state. 
The only people who 
can change that are us.

Q: What about the 
retailers who have 
committed to moving 
into Old Capitol Green. 
You have been courting 
them and several have 
been looking forward 
to moving into your de-
velopment for the past three, 
four or five years. What are 
they saying and what are you 
saying to them as far as when 
that can happen?

Shepherd: Primarily, we 
get calls every week. Between 
the two buildings, we have 
about 15,000 square feet of re-
tail space; we have more retail 
tenants than we have actually 
space.

We are telling our tenants 
who are biting at the bits to get 
into this 1822 Square to sim-
ply work with us. Our commit-
ment is already here; we are 
going to do 1822 Square. We 
are going to do other develop-

ments in Old Capitol Green 
by partnering with other land-
owners and developers.

The information that we have 
provided from the studies dem-
onstrates that there is a reason 
that the city of Jackson has in-
creased in population over the 
last couple of years. And over 
a quarter of those people are 
represented by the increases in 
residences in downtown Jack-
son.

So when you have a residen-
tial increase and all the ben-
efits that go with it for down-
town jobs’ creation, you also 
have a corresponding increase 
in retail.

Old Capitol Green
Continued from page 1
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When it was announced that 
singer Trey Songz would play 
the lead character in “Texas 
Chainsaw 3D,” a lot of folks who 
didn’t know of him, naturally said 
“who?”

In fact some of those in the dark 
about the Grammy nominated 
singer were the suits at Lionsgate, 
the studio behind the film.

“People at Lionsgate were un-
certain, saying, ‘We’ve never 
heard of him. We don’t know who 
he is,’” said John Luessenhop, the 

horror film’s director.
At that point, Tim Palen, the 

studio’s chief marketing officer, 
googled Songz, and found he was 
a two-time Grammy nominee with 
5.6 million followers on Twitter 
and 14 million fans who “like” his 
Facebook page. Recalled Lues-
senhop: Palen immediately “goes, 
‘Oh my God, cast him right now.’”

As the film’s robust $21.7 mil-
lion debut proved last weekend, 
Lionsgate made the right call in 
settling on the 28-year-old Songz. 
According to exit polls taken by 

research firm Marketcast, one of 
three moviegoers under the age of 
25 said Songz was a major reason 
they showed up to the poorly re-
viewed movie.

“Texas Chainsaw 3D” marked 
the first major film role for Songz, 
who plays the love interest of the 
movie’s leading lady, Heather 
(newcomer Alexandra Daddario). 
Though the part highlights his 
abdominal region as much as his 
thespian talents, reviewers - judg-
ing Songz against the low threshold 
for acting in horror films - thought 

he was perfectly competent.
So why Songz of all people you 

may be asking? Well, Luessenhop, 
who had helped Chris Brown and 
T.I. make the move from music 
to film, first encountered Songz 
while watching him perform dur-
ing the 2011 BET Awards.

“He was lowered from the top 
of the stage and landed like some 
immortal,” Luessenhop said. “He 
was a good-looking guy with a 
good smile, but he also seemed 
like an accessible person. So I 
said, ‘I gotta find out who this is.’”
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Trey Songz credited with making 
‘Texas Chainsaw 3D’ a box office hit

Tania Raymondei and Trey Songz star in “Texas Chainsaw 3D.”

eurweb.com

Shawty Lo says he takes care of 
his 10 babies’ mamas and 11 kids

Mention ATL rapper Shawty Lo 
and his proposed Oxygen reality TV 
series, “All My Babies Mamas,” and 
you’ll get the serious side eye and a 
“aww, hell to the naw” from a lot of 
folks.

Among them is EURweb blog-
ger/contributor and radio host, 
Mo’Kelly who’s using his public 
platforms to crusade against the 
show and Sabrina Lamb, who’s 
started a boycott petition to keep the 
show off the air.

In other words, a lot of folks aren’t 
feeling the show or Shawty Lo and 
are doing everything they can to 
tank it. But would you like to hear 
from the man himself to get a bead 
of where he’s coming from?

He sat down with MTV News 
to do just that. However, he made 
it clear that he was not at liberty to 
discuss the show per se, but he did 
say quite a lot, including his role as 
a father of 11 and the balancing act 
he has to maintain with his 10 baby 
mamas.

“You can hate all you want 
to, I didn’t ask for it. It just hap-
pened. Now that it happened, 
I’m supposed to turn my back 

against it?” Shaw-
ty Lo told MTV 
News about his 
11 children and 
untraditional fam-
ily structure. “If I 
wasn’t taking care 
of my kids then 
you would really 
dog me out, but 
I’m taking care 
of my kids, pro-
viding for my family. I don’t 
know what else to say.”

Growing up, the ATL trap 
rapper faced many hardships. 
His mother was hooked on 
drugs, his dad wasn’t around 
and his grandmother who 
raised him died from cancer 
by the time he turned 17. Hav-
ing to fend for himself, Shaw-
ty Lo turned to the streets to 
make ends meet.

“I came to be one of the larg-
est drug dealers to come from 
Atlanta, Bankhead area and I 

started havin’ kids. When the 
money came, a lot of women 
came,” he said, estimating he 
was a millionaire by the time 
he turned 21. “Once you feel 
like a girl was your girlfriend 
or whatever, the rubber prob-
ably came off,” he said can-
didly. “They wouldn’t have 
an abortion. They used to take 
the money and run with it, 
and they’d have a baby by the 
most popular guy in the street, 
and that’s how I had all them 
kids.”

Shawty Lo

eurweb.com

Lamb explains why she 
started the ‘Babies’ 
Mamas’ boycott

Sabrina Lamb saw crap televi-
sion sending horrible messages 
and decided enough was enough.

The brains and push behind 
the “All My Babies’ Mamas” 
boycott told Essence.com why 
she decided to take her outrage 
to a whole new level.

“A friend of mine emailed the 
pilot to me, which has since been 
taken offline. Moment after mo-
ment I just saw child exploita-
tion. I mentor a lot of children 
and I see the impact of these 
images, and I have to put them 
back on the right path. This is 
a marketing campaign specifi-
cally geared toward impacting 
impressionable young people,” 
she said. “To me, ‘baby’s mama’ 
is a slur. It’s denying the human-

ity of a child’s 
existence. Every 
child deserves 
to come into the 
world loved by 
two parents, safe 
and wanted. In 
the clip I saw, 
Lo couldn’t even 
remember the 
names of all of 
his 11 children. 
This is not funny 
to me. What’s 
funny about this? 
I can’t go after 
all of the shows, 
although the 
14,000 people that I represent 
now want me to.”

She added that if the show 
goes through, the messages the 

show is sending would ulti-
mately be detrimental, pushing 
the idea of unprotected sex and 
demeaning women.

Lamb

eurweb.com



Madison Central remains 
undefeated in district play

Legs, arms, and speed are 
probably the best way to de-
scribe Madison Central’s boys 
basketball team. They get af-
ter their opponents at every 
opportunity possible. Joniah 
White anchors the Jaguar de-
fense and Tuesday night was 
no exception. White swatted 
8 shots away to go along with 
his 11 points. He was a nui-
sance to Jim Hill all night.  

Offensively, Xavier Staple-
ton paced a balance attack.  
The Jaguars share the ball very 
well and often look for who’s 
open versus having only one or 
two main threats.  

Never underestimate the 
heart of a champion. Jim Hill 
didn’t make the trip to Madison 
to lay down. They responded 
to every Madison Central run. 
Turnovers and some bad shots 
were their undoing. The Jag-
uars did present some matchup 
problems, but their quickness 
on defense was able to make 
up for that.  Quick hands lead 
to steals that lead to fast break 
opportunities.

After Madison Cen-
tral jumped out to a 
7 to 0 lead, Jim Hill 
settled down and the 
most of the first half 
was nip and tuck, back 
and forth. Neither team 
could establish a knock-
out punch to the other. 
At halftime, Madison 
Central held a six point 
lead.

The second half is 
where the game got 
away from Jim Hill, 
specifically in the fourth 
quarter. The Jags be-
came relentless on the 
boards. It seemed as if 
every shot that went up, 
came down in the hands 
of Madison Central. 
Keon Spencer put the 
exclamation point on 
the game with a thun-
derous one-handed jam 
that brought the crowd 
to its feet.

Madison Central de-
feats Jim Hill 65 to 45. 
Madison Central is un-
defeated in district play.
Jim Hill dropped to 0 & 
2.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  
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Keon Spencer rocks the rim

Joniah White grabs a rebound



Book Review:
“Black FiRsts: 4,000 GRound-BReakinG 
and PioneeRinG HistoRical events 
(tHiRd edition)”
ByJessie caRney smitH   
  c.2013, visiBle ink PRess
   $24.95 / $27.95 canada  •  833 PaGes

Long and slow. That’s how 
you’d describe every line 
you’ve ever stepped into. Don’t 
you hate that? You’re waiting 
in line and you see a chance to 
go to a shorter queue, so you 
change lanes. Suddenly, the 
line you just left looks like the 
Indianapolis speedway. And 
you know what happens if you 
switch again….

There are definite advantages 
to being first. In the new book, 
“Black Firsts” by Jessie Carney 
Smith, you’ll find information 
on tens of thousands of folks 
who’ve gone before you - but in 
a good way.

In your lifetime, you’ve seen 
a lot of big milestones: the first 
Olympic gold-winning African 
American gymnast; the first 
black head of National Security 
and, of course, Barack Obama 
as the first black U.S. Presi-
dent. But Mr. Obama wasn’t the 
first African American to make 
White House news. 

Read this book and you’ll 
see that pianist Thomas Greene 
Bethune was the first black art-
ist to perform there in 1858. A 
baby named Thomas was the 
first black child born at the 
White House in 1806. Booker T. 
Washington was the first black 
American to be entertained at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.

Sammy Davis Jr. was the first 
known black entertainer to sleep 
there. And speaking of enter-
tainment, Ray Charles was the 
first person of any race to per-
form at the Georgia Assembly. 

This book will also tell you 
who was the first black singer 
to appear on TV and when the 
first recording of black music 
happened. You’ll learn that your 
grandma’s favorite cartoon was 
drawn by America’s first black 
cartoonist. 

Both Dave Chapelle and 
Chris Rock broke comedy re-
cords in this century. America’s 
first black insurance company 
opened its doors in 1810 and the 
first black-owned car dealership 
opened 160 years later. 

The first known black book-
seller started his business in 
1834. The world’s first black 
professional model walked 
the catwalk in the 1950s, and 
the first black Playboy bunny 
hopped on the scene in 1965. 
A black chef was reportedly the 
creator of potato chips. 

America’s first black Mormon 
elder gained the priesthood in 
1836. And America’s first black 
millionaire lived in New Or-
leans in 1890.

It’s hard to imagine anything 
missing from “Black Firsts.” 
It’s so hard, in fact, that author 
Jessie Carney Smith challenges 
readers to find and notify her of 
other milestones in black history 
- but not just in North American 
black history. 

You’ll find entries here of 
things that happened to African 
Americans, as well as black 
firsts in other countries around 
the world, too. But don’t think 
for a minute that “Black Firsts” 
is dry and boring. 

There are lots of entries that 
will surprise you and others 
that will stop an argument in a 
hot minute. Everything’s well-
indexed, informative, thorough 
enough and as addictive as but-
tered popcorn.

This is the kind of book you 
can happily browse. It’s also 
one you’d want on your shelf, 
one you’d reach for during 
those know-it-all emergencies 
that happen. And when they do, 
“Black Firsts” should be the first 
book in line.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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We salute 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
for his many achievements
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January 16 - 22, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  

BONELESS
RIBEYE  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$899

FRESH  FROZEN

ST.  LOUIS  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH 

FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

(SOLD  IN  10  LB.  BAG) ... PER  LB.

69¢
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$319

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SHOULDER
STEAKS

FAMILY  PACK, PER  LB.

$349

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$149

FRESH  BONELESS

PORK
CHOPS

PER  LB.

$299

WRIGHT'S  STACK  PACK

SLICED
BACON

1.5  LB.

$599

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
BREAST  &  TENDERS

PER  LB.

$249

COKE PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

2/$9
SELECT  VARIETIES

FRESH  FROZEN
VEGETABLES

2  LB.

2/$5
EXCLUDING  BABY  LIMA  BEANS

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SPREAD

MARGARINE
45  OZ. ...................................... 

$199

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  JUMBO

BISCUITS
5 CT. .......................................89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  AMERICAN

CHEESE  SINGLES
12  OZ. ..................................... 

$199

SUNNY  D

CITRUS  PUNCH
64  OZ.  ..................................... 

3/$5
PICTSWEET

COB  CORN
12  CT. ...................................... 

$247

SELECT  VARIETIES  FRESH  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
2  LB. ....................................... 

2/$5
MARY  B'S

FROZEN  
BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ. .................................

2/$5
OPEN  KETTLE

DUMPLINGS
24  OZ. ..................................  

2/$5
ASSORTED  PILLSBURY 

TOASTER  
STRUDEL
&  SCRAMBLES
9.8 - 11.5  OZ. ..............................  

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

POTATOES
STEAK FRIES,  POTATO  PUFFS,  CRINKLE  CUT,
STRAIGHT  FRENCH  FRIES,  2  LB. .........  

$167

piggly wiggly

MARKET  FRESH

GOLDEN  RIPE  
BANANAS

PER  LB.

39¢

REGULAR

TEXAS  GRAPEFRUIT
EACH

2/$1
WASHINGTON  GROWN

RUSSET
POTATOES

1O LB.

$249

MUSTARD, TURNIP,  COLLARD

NATURES
GREENS

16 - OZ.  BAGS

2/$4

FRESH 

YELLOW  ONIONS
3 - LB.  BAG

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.

SAVE  ON

FOLGERS
COFFEE

10.3 - 11.3  OZ.  BAG

$299


