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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Jo-
seph Dominick, 21, from Bran-
don, Miss., pleaded guilty Tues-
day, Jan. 8, 2013, in U.S. District 
Court in Jackson to one count of 
conspiracy to commit federal 
hate crimes in connection with 
his role in the assault of African-
Americans in Jackson.

Defendants Deryl Paul Ded-
mon, 20; John Aaron Rice, 19; 
Dylan Wade Butler, 21; Wil-
liam Kirk Montgomery, 23; and 
Jonathan Kyle Gaskamp, 20, all 
from Brandon, have previously 
entered guilty pleas in connec-
tion with their roles in these 
offenses. The conspiracy cul-
minated in the death of James 
Craig Anderson, who was as-
saulted and killed June 26, 2011.

The investigation conducted 
by the FBI revealed that, begin-
ning in the spring of 2011, Dom-
inick and others conspired with 
one another to harass and as-
sault African-Americans in and 
around Jackson. On numerous 
occasions, the co-conspirators 
used dangerous weapons, in-
cluding beer bottles, sling shots 
and motor vehicles, to cause, 
and attempt to cause, bodily in-
jury to African-Americans. 

They would specifically tar-

get African-Americans they be-
lieved to be homeless or under 
the influence of alcohol because 
they believed that such individu-
als would be less likely to report 
an assault. The co-conspirators 
would often boast about these 
racially motivated assaults.

On an occasion predating the 
death of Anderson, Dominick, 
Montgomery, Butler, and oth-
ers known to the government 
traveled to Jackson in Domi-
nick’s truck for the purpose of 
finding and assaulting vulner-
able African-Americans. The 
co-conspirators threw multiple 
glass beer bottles at African-
American pedestrians. Domi-
nick and his co-conspirators also 
purchased a sling shot and metal 
ball bearings to shoot at African-
Americans and then took turns 
shooting the sling shot at mul-
tiple African-Americans they 
encountered.

On June 25, 2011, Dominick 

and others attended a party/
bonfire in Puckett, Miss., to 
celebrate Dominick’s birthday. 
During the party, Dominick 
and others talked about going 
to Jackson to harass and assault 
African-Americans. 

By the early morning hours 
of June 26, 2011, Montgomery, 
Dedmon, Rice, Butler, and three 
other co-conspirators known to 
the government agreed to carry 
out their plan to find, harass 
and assault African-Americans. 
Dominick did not go to Jackson 
June 26, 2011. That evening cul-
minated in Dedmon deliberately 
using his Ford F250 truck to run 
over Anderson, causing inju-
ries that resulted in Anderson’s 
death.

“We hope that today’s guilty 

As he was elected to “protect 
the rights of the citizens to vote,” 
Hinds County Election Com-
missioner James A. Reed, at 
his swearing in ceremony, said, 
“Fifty years ago, I served in the 
U.S. army but could not vote. I 
defended the U.S. Constitution 
but was not allowed to vote. So 
this is a rather historic moment 
for me.”

Reed said he was ready to re-
tire, to travel and play golf with 
his wife but at the urging of local 
Democrats and the backing of his 
wife, Sharon, he believed he had 
to do this. He noted that he won 
the office without a runoff vote, 
and that he was “in it to win it.”

So Monday, Jan. 7, in Hinds 
County Chancery Court with 
Judge Denise Owens presiding, 
Reed was sworn in as election 
commissioner of District 1 for 
Hinds County.

Judge Owens iterated the role 
of the election commissioner to 
protect the rights of the voter and 
therefore it being appropriate that 

as a Chancery Court judge she 
would administer the oath of of-
fice to Reed.

Owens delayed hearing a case 
on her roster to hold the swear-
ing in ceremony program in her 
chambers.

The invocation and benedic-
tion were given by Rev. Dwight 
D. Prowell of Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church. Introduction 
of the new election commission-
er was done by Bill Dilday.

In her remarks, Jacqueline 
A. Norris, field director of the 

Mississippi Democratic Party, 
expressed how the party and the 
people were depending on Reed 
to oversee their voting rights.

Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone 
Lewis said, in his remarks before 
the ceremony gathering, “James 
Reed has been my mentor and 
I his mentee; we are fraternity 
brothers and both new employ-
ees of Hinds County.”

As a national holiday, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. is cel-
ebrated every year on the third 
Monday of January; his actual 
birthday is Jan. 15. While fed-
eral offices, banks, schools 
and businesses close out of 
respect for Dr. King’s leader-
ship in the Civil Rights Move-
ment, many have plans to take 
this not as a day off but as a 
time to reflect on the princi-
ples he espoused and on what 
needs to be done to complete 
his dream.

In the Jackson area, several 
events have already been an-
nounced on varying days to 
accommodate more public 
participation, the first as early 
as Sunday, Jan. 13, when the 
PERICO Institute for Youth 
Development and Entrepre-
neurship (PRIYDE) presents 
a “Soulful Celebration in 
honor of Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s birthday” at the Jackson 
Medical Mall, 350 W. Wood-
row Wilson Dr. Program is 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. and featuring 
Tougaloo College’s Oriana 
Odell as host.

PERICO Institute involves 

approximately 100 youth ages 
12 to 19 living in Central Mis-
sissippi - including Canton, 
Madison County, Jackson and 
Hinds County.

According to their press 
release, “Performing will be 
four to six area youth choirs 
and ‘praise dancers’ and 
the musical ‘Handel’s Mes-
siah the Soulful Celebration,’ 
which is befitting the moral, 
religious and civil rights lead-
er, Dr. King, who continues to 
lead and inspire millions of 
people of all ethnicities and 
in particular African Ameri-
cans.”

Special guest artists include 
Benjamin Cone III and chore-
ographer Tracie Wade James. 
Tickets are $20 for adults, $5 
for students, infants and tod-
dlers are free. Visit their web-
site www.priydems.com to use 
paypal and for more informa-
tion.

City Councilwoman LaRita 
Cooper-Stokes, Ward 3, an-
nounced that the 31st Annual 
Martin Luther King Parade 
will kick off Saturday, Jan. 19, 
at 10 a.m., at Freedom Cor-
ner, the intersection of Martin 
Luther King Drive and Med-

gar Evers Blvd. The parade 
theme is “Living the Dream in 
2013.”

Parade lineup is 8:30 a.m. 
at Brinkley Middle School on 
Albermarle Road and Ridge-
way Street.

For information, call Coun-
cilwoman Cooper-Stokes of-
fice 601-960-1090/1136 or fax 
601-960-1032. The parade is 
sponsored by the City of Jack-
son and Ward 3.

James Craig Anderson

See photos on page 17

James Reed, wife Sharon and Judge Owens       PHOTO by AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Dr. King celebration not a 
day off but a day to reflect

Sixth man pleads to hate crime 
against blacks in Jackson

Hinds County Election 
Commissioner James A. 
Reed feels weight of history 
at swearing in ceremony
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At the regular meeting of 
Hinds County Board of Su-
pervisors, Monday, Jan. 7, 
all cameras were focused on 
Supervisor Doug Anderson. 
He rescinded his planned re-
tirement on Dec. 31, 2012, 
one day before it was to take 
effect.

His retirement was based 
on “health concerns” as giv-
en in a statement submitted 
by his daughter, Jackie An-

derson Woods of Atlanta.
According to his daugh-

ter, Anderson changed his 
mind when he learned that 
Gil Sturgis was the possible 
appointed replacement for 
him on the board, citing that 
Sturgis was not from District 
2. Wood stated that her father 
would keep his office until 
closer to November when the 
Mississippi code will allow 
for a special election.

Anderson fully participat-
ed in the morning meeting 

that began at 9 a.m. and gave 
no signs of tiring through 
the meeting agenda. One of 
the agenda items was to con-
sider hiring a lobbyist for the 
Hinds County Board of Su-
pervisors.

Candidate for the job is 
Attorney Firnist Alexander  
Supervisor Peggy Hobson 
Calhoun expressed her desire 

Hinds County Supervisor Anderson 
on the job Monday morning

MLK
Continued on page 6
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Hinds County Board of Supervisors’ regular meeting Monday, Jan. 7    PHOTO by AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
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3Mayor Johnson 
prepared city for 
stormy weather 

FBI partners with 
Greenville Police for 
training 

Tanker in fiery crash on 
I-55 loaded with 8,000 
gallons of gasoline 

Flu season intensifies 
in Mississippi schools

Female inmate 2 months 
pregnant, sex in court 
bathroom

Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr. held a press conference Tuesday, Jan. 8, 
detailing the city’s preparations for approaching inclement weather and 
possible flooding.

The National Weather Service predicted between 3 to 5 inches of 
heavy rain over the next few days - Jan. 8 - 12. According to the Na-
tional Weather Service’s website, the Pearl River is currently at 18 feet. 
If it reaches the flood stage of 28 feet, the river could cause creeks to 
drain much slower which could contribute to flooding in certain areas.

Public Works’ crews were focused on cleaning storm drain inlets, 
clearing ditches and creeks to prevent blockages that may cause flood-
ing. City crews will be on the lookout for debris in public rights-of-way 
that contribute to flash flooding and to unclog drains and outlets during 
any downpour.

Johnson encouraged residents to sweep and properly dispose of 
any yard debris or leaves to reduce the chance of inlets being blocked. 
Motorists should avoid driving through flooded streets and steer clear of 
fallen trees and power lines. Report non-emergencies at 3-1-1.

As a result of a partnership between the FBI and the Greenville 
Police Department (GPD) announced Sept. 21, 2012, by FBI 
Special Agent in Charge (SAC) Daniel McMullen, Assistant United 
States Attorney (AUSA) John Alexander, the late Mayor Chuck 
Jordan, and Police Chief Freddie Cannon, the FBI was to provide 
support, training and education to employees of the GPD. 

On Jan. 9, as a continuation of this partnership, an FBI instruc-
tor from the FBI Academy in Quantico, Va., came to Greenville to 
train approximately half of the GPD officers. The two-day training 
covered leadership and ethics. Future training sessions will be 
held later this year and will cover gathering and securing evi-
dence, investigation and civil rights. 

“Today’s training represents a continuation of the partnership 
between the Greenville Police Department and the FBI to improve 
public safety in Greenville,” said Mayor John Cox. “A well trained 
and highly educated police force is essential to fighting crime and 
ensuring the safety of our citizens.”

An 18-wheeler crashed forcing closure of a section of I-55 north-
bound in the Gluckstadt area, between exits 108 and 112, backing 
up Interstate traffic on a rainy Wednesday morning, Jan. 8. The crash 
occurred around 1 a.m. and one lane reopened around 6:30 a.m., but 
officials said the cleanup would take hours before all lanes were open. 

The 8,000 gallon tanker fully-loaded with gasoline exploded into 
flames and lit up the area. The Mississippi Highway Patrol was 
investigating the accident. “It appears the driver overturned his vehicle, 
ran off the road to the left there, and possibly fell asleep,” said MHP 
Master Sergeant Calvin Ousby.

The truck cabin with the driver in it landed in the highway median 
away from the tanker. The driver was transported to the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center for treatment of minor injuries. Emergency 
officials said if it weren’t for the median, the driver could have ended 
up in southbound traffic, causing an even greater wreck.

Environmental crews will check the wreck scene to test the quality 
of the soil where the tanker landed.

As the flu season intensifies in Mississippi, schools are on high 
alert. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, most of the country is seeing widespread cases of the flu, 
including in Mississippi. Rankin County and Jackson public 
schools welcomed students back to the classroom Jan. 7, after 
their winter break.

Some school nurses called this flu season the worst they have 
ever seen. “We’re seeing a high volume of children coming in 
with fever, couch, headache, stomachache and things like that,” 
said Melanie Gardner with Rankin County schools. 

One doctor said he’s seen a record number of kids come 
down with symptoms. “It’s crazy. So many people have been 
diagnosed with the flu this year; it’s almost an epidemic here in 
Mississippi,” said Dr. Timothy Quinn.

Quinn said smaller kids are getting sick quicker, he believes, 
because they are touching thing like a basketball in the play-
ground and not immediately washing their hands. Jackson Public 
School officials said they’ve been on guard since the swine flu 
outbreak. Custodians are constantly wiping down classrooms.

Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone Lewis said a female inmate be-
came pregnant after she was left unsupervised by court bailiffs 
Oct. 30, 2012. Bailiffs left the female inmate alone with eight 
male inmates in a Hinds County Circuit Court jury room, where 
she was awaiting her preliminary hearing. 

Lewis said the female inmate, whose name he would not 
release, admitted that she and an unidentified male inmate 
went into an adjoining bathroom and had sex. On Dec. 30, the 
inmate told jail officials she thought she was pregnant, which 
was confirmed during an exam at the medical facility at the 
Hinds County Detention Center in Raymond, Lewis said.

“The woman had been held at the downtown Jackson jail 
since May on charges of possession of stolen goods, business 
burglary and probation violation,” Lewis said. He said even 
though the bailiffs wear Hinds County sheriff’s deputy uni-
forms, county court officials have authority over them.

FBI
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Attorney Melvin Priester Jr. announces 
candidacy for Jackson City Council Ward 2

Local Attorney Melvin Pries-
ter Jr. has formally announced 
his intent to seek the Jackson 
City Council Ward 2 seat being 
vacated by Councilman Chokwe 
Lumumba. Currently practic-
ing law at Jackson-based Priester 
Law Firm, Priester said he’s “a 
Jacksonian who is ready to listen 
and ready to work for the people 
of this great city.”

He added,  “Jackson is the 
capital city of Mississippi, and we 
are the standard bearers. Jackson 
should have the best schools, the 
lowest crime rate, quality housing 
and the strongest economy in the 
state. I want Jackson to claim its 
greatness and be a leader in those 
areas once again.”

Priester has been a practic-
ing attorney in Jackson for sev-
eral years and before returning to 
Jackson was a lawyer with a mul-
tinational law firm based in San 
Francisco, Calif. 

When asked why he decided to 
run for city council, Priester said, 
“As someone who grew up in 
Jackson, I have a unique perspec-
tive on both the great challenges 
and great opportunities that face 
this city. What our city needs now 
are leaders who are fair, efficient 
and dedicated to people, not poli-
tics.” 

Priester continued, “We need 
leaders who are willing to focus 
on the future while not forgetting 
the circumstances that led us here. 
I bring that style of leadership 
and that kind of perspective to the 
table.”

Known for his work with nu-
merous civic and arts organiza-
tions in Jackson, Priester ex-
pressed a desire to make Jackson 
a city that is responsive to the 

needs of all its citizens. “Jack-
son’s greatest asset is the spirit 
of its citizens. The only way we 
can move this city forward is by 
putting the needs of our citizens 
first,” he said.

“Ward 2 is especially important 
to Jackson given its schools and 
strong neighborhoods. We need to 
make sure that Ward 2 gets just as 
much attention as downtown.”

Priester is the son of Judge 
Melvin Priester Sr. and Attorney 
E. Charlene Stimley Priester and 
the grandson of the late Bernice 
A. Stimley. He graduated from 
Jackson Public Schools in 1997 as 

the valedictorian of Murrah High 
School and from Harvard College 
magna cum laude in 2001. 

In 2004, Priester obtained his 
law degree from Stanford Law 
School. He is licensed to practice 
law in Mississippi and California 
and is a member of the NAACP, 
the Charles Clark Inns of Court, 
the American Bar Association, the 
Magnolia Bar Association, and 
the Capital Area Bar Association. 

He  considers himself “a proud 
member of New Hope Baptist 
Church” in Jackson and resides in 
the Woodhaven neighborhood of 
Jackson’s Ward 2. Priester

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The homegoing celebration 
for Lilah Mae Smothers was 
held Friday, Jan. 4, 2013, at 
Morning Star M.B. Church, 
3420 Albermarle Rd., in Jack-
son. The 11 a.m. service was 
officiated by the pastor, Rev. 
John R. Johnson Jr. 

Morning Star’s combined 
choirs provided musical selec-
tions during the service. Solos 
were performed by Evangelist 
Patricia Parker, singing “The 
Last Mile of the Way,” and 
Rev. Joseph Powell singing 
“Glory to the Son of God.” A 
special tribute and acknowl-
edgements were given by Joh-
nie Thompson.

Rev. Johnson gave the eulo-
gy using the 23rd Psalm as his 
scriptural text, saying, “Lilah 
Smothers knew that the Lord 
was her shepherd. She was 
aware that He was her provid-
er and protector who promised 
she would dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever.” 

Lilah Mae Parker Smothers 
was born in Madison County 
April 25, 1926, to the late Ed-
die “Dax” and Mary “Sug” 
Clark. At an early age, she ac-
cepted Christ and united with 
Christian Union M.B. Church 
in Madison County. In later 
years, she became a member 
of Morning Star M.B. Church 
in Jackson, where she served 
faithfully until her health 
failed.

Lilah united in holy mat-
rimony with the late Joseph 
Smothers and from that union 
three children were born. In 
later years she united in holy 

matrimony with Alexander 
Lee.

On Saturday, Dec. 29, 2012, 
she very quietly entered into 
the loving arms of Jesus. Her 
transition was very peaceful. 

Lilah had a sister, Lillie Do-
ris Knox, and a brother, Jack 
Parker, who preceded her in 
death.  Those left to reflect 
and cherish her memory are: 
Alexander Lee (former hus-
band) of Jackson; Rosie Lee 
Smothers Jefferson, sister-
in-law of Madison; two sons, 
Lee Otis Parker (Pat) and Wil-
liam Douglas Smothers (Delo-
res), both of Huntsville, Ala.; 
JoAnn Smothers Locke (En-
nis Jr.) of Pearl; and Dorothy 
Smothers Halsey (Charles) of 
Fayetteville, Ga.; Johnie Mae 
Thompson, step-daughter, of 
Bolton; 12 grandchildren,  22 
great grandchildren and a host 
of nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

Lilah Mae Parker Smothers
A homegoing celebration

April 25, 1926 - December 29, 2012

Smothers

I N  M E M O R I A M

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Melvin Priester Jr.

Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.
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Victim identified in 
Jackson fatal fire

JACKSON - Hinds County Coroner Sharon Grisham-
Stewart identified the victim in the Saturday, Jan. 5, fatal 
house fire in Jackson, according to the WLBT report. 
Grisham-Stewart said a preliminary investigation showed 
that 58-year-old Oscar Scott died of smoke inhalation. 

A call came in about 4:15 p.m. Saturday from 1777 Southaven Circle. Flames could be 
seen shooting from the side of the home along with heavy smoke when firefighters arrived 
and they learned the victim was inside, according to Jackson Fire Department Public Infor-
mation Officer R.D. Simpson. 

According to the WLBT report, neighbors ran to the home when they saw smoke and 
attempted to save the man. “We kicked the door in from the garage and couldn’t get in and 
then we went and kicked the door in from the front entrance and couldn’t get in. The smoke 
was just too bad to even think about it,” neighbor and friend Melvin Stowers told WLBT 
reporters.

According to Simpson, this was the first Jackson house fire fatality in 2013. There were 
nine house fire fatalities for 2012.The cause of the blaze is under investigation.

Argument about dogs 
turns deadly

PASS CHRISTIAN - A Harrison County man was held on a 
$500,000 bond after authorities said he allegedly killed his neigh-
bor about his dog. Joshua Adam Mizell remained behind bars fol-
lowing an altercation on Dec. 24, 2012, with his neighbor 37-year-
old Timothy Paul Galle.

Authorities said Mizelle, 33, called 911 himself after the shoot-
ing in front of Mizelle’s residence in the 8400 block of McDonald Road. Galle lived next door.

Deputies said the two men were arguing outside about their dogs when Mizelle allegedly 
retrieved a handgun and shot Galle in the head. Galle was pronounced dead at the scene. 
Officials said two other people were present during the shooting and were talking with the 
authorities.

Inmates harvest fall crops
PARCHMAN - Enough vegetables, including broccoli, 

mustard and turnip greens, are being harvested now at 
the Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman to feed 
the 12,000-plus offenders in the three main prisons and 
community work centers of the Mississippi Department of 
Corrections (MDOC).

Farming is one way the state cuts down on food cost 
to taxpayers, plus give hundreds of inmates something to 
do while serving time. In addition to vegetables, the Missis-
sippi Prison Agricultural Enterprises (MPAE) crop produc-
tion includes rice, wheat, soybeans and corn. There’s also 
a poultry facility with a capacity for 36,000 hens.

During fiscal year 2012, a total of 4,184,080 pounds 
of vegetables were produced on 1,258 acres. Of that 
amount, 2,873,143 pounds, or nearly 70 percent, were 
donated for inmates to eat. The vegetables were worth 
about $1.3 million based on the USDA Atlanta Market 
report. Inmates also ate 476,804 dozens of eggs valued 
at $483,331.

Overall, about $1.8 million worth of food went to in-
mates from the farm program in the last fiscal year that 
ended June 30. On average, 300 inmates worked per 
month for 250 eight-hour days, meaning the inmates were 

not idle for 600,000 hours.
Stanley Brooks, who has overseen MPAE since August 2003, said he enjoyed the 

challenge of the farming aspect - seeing the products from the beginning to the end. “The 
program teaches the offenders good work ethics as well as a skill that can be used when 
they are released,” Brooks said. “The program saves the state money on the products we 
produce and feed the offenders.”

With nearly a $30 million deficit this fiscal year because of inmate growth, two federal 
court orders and critical capital improvement needs, every dime counts, explained Commis-
sioner Christopher B. Epps. “Standing programs like MPAE are critical to our savings. Big or 
small, all savings add up,” Epps said.

While the mission primarily is to decrease inmate idleness and cut budget costs, MPAE 
also generates cash, including from a 25-acre blueberry production at the South Missis-
sippi Correctional Institution in Greene County. In fiscal 2012, the total cash revenue was 
$2,570,913 and expenditures were $2,646,088. The blueberry crop amounted to 42,291 
pounds that brought in $59,809.79 in cash.

Drax Biomass to build 
new plant in Gloster

GLOSTER - Gov. Phil Bryant and officials from Drax 
Biomass International Inc. recently announced the compa-
ny is planning to construct a 450,000-metric–ton-per-year 
wood pellet production facility in Gloster, in Amite County.

The facility, to be known as Amite BioEnergy, repre-
sents a substantial multi-million dollar investment by the company and will create 45 direct 
jobs, as well as additional indirect jobs during construction and in the transportation and 
forestry sectors once the plant is operational.
The Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) worked with company and local officials 
to provide assistance for road and infrastructure needs related to the project. Gloster 
and Amite County also provided assistance for infrastructure needs. In addition, Entergy 
Mississippi provided support for this project.

Drax Biomass is a development and operating company focused on manufacturing 
wood pellets from sustainable biomass for renewable, low-carbon power generation. The 
company is a wholly-owned United States subsidiary of Drax Group plc, a major electricity 
generator in the United Kingdom with a commitment to producing renewable power.

Savor Mississippi’s true 
delicacies during January 
… and all year long!

JACKSON - Savor Mississippi’s true delicacies this 
January with a month-long celebration of food, restau-
rants, chefs, recipes, specialty items and a bounty of 
flavors that will satisfy anyone’s appetite to discover the 
authentic Mississippi.

Mississippi is known for great down-home cooking as 
well as distinctive upscale cuisine. Throughout the month 
of January, the entire state is highlighting the unique eater-
ies, specialty foods and dining experiences that are such 
an integral part of the True South.

The Mississippi Culinary Trail, a virtual trail available 
online, features an interactive map with background infor-
mation, stories and details about the culinary heritage of 
eateries, restaurants and other food-related sites in every 
region of the state. 

The Culinary Trail highlights those singular local attrac-
tions travelers want to find but often don’t know where to 
search for them. Now visitors can eat local throughout Mis-
sissippi and enjoy the bounty of farm-fresh produce and 

fresh Gulf seafood as well as traditional favorites like hot tamales, fried catfish, succulent 
barbeque ribs and much more. Visit at http://www.visitmississippi.org/culinary-trail.aspx

But don’t let the culinary experience end in January. There are unique restaurants, eater-
ies and specialty items to enjoy all year long. To view all the sites on the Culinary Trail as well 

as the hundreds of other restaurants around the state, go to http://www.visitmississippi.org/
culinary-trail.aspx or http://www.visitmississippi.org/food.aspx. 

Restaurants: no matter where you are in Mississippi, authentic restaurants are nearby. 
Whether you are sampling fresh seafood from famous local spots like Mary Mahoney’s in 
Biloxi, Cajun cooking at the Crescent City Grill in Hattiesburg, fine dining at Nick’s in Jack-
son, world-famous steaks at Doe’s Eat Place in Greenville, real Southern barbeque at Little 
Dooey’s in Starkville or irresistible fried catfish at Taylor Grocery near Oxford, there’s some-
thing delicious here for every taste bud.

Chefs and Recipes: Mississippi is the proud birthplace or home of many past and present 
celebrities - actors, athletes, artists and, yes, chefs, too. Chef and humorist Robert St. John is 
not only a restaurant owner, he writes food columns and cookbooks that are quickly becom-
ing some of the most popular gifts around.

Chef John Currence of Oxford was awarded the prestigious James Beard Foundation’s 
award for Best Chef South in 2009. Other notable Mississippi chefs include Cat Cora, the 
only female “Iron Chef” in that franchise’s history, and Martha Hall Foose, another popular 
chef and storyteller. These and other well-known chefs, along with lots of soon-to-be-famous 
ones, can be found all across Mississippi.

Cooking Products and Specialty Food Items: Mississippi is home to Viking Range Corpo-
ration. What started as a small operation is now a household name in cooking appliances, 
accessories and cooking schools. Based in Greenwood, Viking continues to grow and flour-
ish with its headquarters and cooking school there, as well as a new cooking school in Ridge-
land near the capital city of Jackson.

Jubilations Cheesecakes, based in Columbus, offers nearly endless flavors of cheese-
cakes that you can order online or over the phone. The Mississippi Cheese Straw Factory in 
Yazoo City is another favorite for holidays or anytime guests are gathered to celebrate any 
occasion, big or small.

The Indianola Pecan House in the Delta celebrates its 30th anniversary this year with 
pecans fixed however you like them. And remember, that’s pronounced “puh-kan,” not “pee-
kan.” 

There’s no better way to taste the flavors of Mississippi than by getting to know Missis-
sippi’s fresh Gulf seafood, restaurants, cooking products, specialty items and Culinary Trail. 
Bring your appetite and a sense of adventure to enjoy all that Mississippi has to offer.

For more information about things to do and see in Mississippi, go to VisitMississippi.org 
or dial 866-SEE-MISS.

Ole Miss crushes 
Fordham 95-68, looks 
to SEC play

OXFORD - (AP) Mississippi looked like a team ready to 
begin Southeastern Conference play Friday night, Jan. 4, 
routing Fordham 95-68 in the final nonconference contest 

for both teams.
“We’re alive. Not everybody can say that after nonconference games, but we can,” Mis-

sissippi coach Andy Kennedy said. “We want the SEC schedule to have significance, and 
it does.”

The Rebels (11-2) put five players in double figures, led by Marshall Henderson with 21 
points. The balanced attack included Reginald Buckner with 18 points, Derrick Millinghaus 
with 16, Murphy Holloway with 15 and Nick Williams with 11.

The Rebels shot 50 percent from the field (33 of 66) and forced 22 Fordham turnovers.
Ryan Canty led Fordham (4-11), of the Atlantic 10 Conference, with 15 points, 10 re-

bounds and two blocked shots. Bryan Smith and Mandell Thomas added 14 and 12 points, 
respectively, for the Rams, who shot 38.8 percent (26 of 67) from the field.

“This team is five points away from being 13-0. We’re close,” Kennedy said. “This team 
has put itself in position for good things. We can play better and we haven’t played to our 
potential. This team has a high ceiling.”

That appeared to be the case after Fordham built a 14-13 lead in the opening seven 
minutes. Ole Miss answered with scoring runs of 10-0 and 12-0 late in the first half to build 
a 46-35 halftime lead.

Fordham never seriously threatened in the second half. Ole Miss led by as many as 30 
points, 91-61 with 3:22 left, after the second of two free throws by Williams.

The Rebels finished 22 of 27 (81.5 percent) from the free throw line and 7 of 16 (43.8 
percent) from 3-point range, including three apiece from Henderson and Millinghaus. The 
Rebels outrebounded Fordham 39-38, including a game-high 13 by Holloway, while Buckner 
blocked six shots and made three steals. Read full report at www.mississippilink.com

News Briefs
From Across The State

by Monica Land, 

Contributing Writer

Mizell

Kennedy
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Court of Appeals Judge Ceola 
James of Vicksburg took the 
oath of office as a judge in the 
Mississippi Court of Appeals, 
Monday, Jan. 7.  Mississippi Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Bill 
Waller Jr. administered the oath 
of office to James.

James was elected to a four-
year term in a special election in 
November 2012. She was elect-
ed from Court of Appeals Dis-
trict 2, Place 2.  She previously 
served as Ninth District Chan-
cery judge from 1999 through 
2002. 

James was appointed interim 
Warren County Justice Court 
judge in 1997 and served by ap-
pointment as a judicial special 

master in Warren County Chan-
cery Court from 1992 to 1994. 

She earned a law degree from 
Mississippi College School of 

Law and was admitted to prac-
tice law in 1977. She previously 
taught high school French and 
English for a year in Drew. 

Reed said of his role, “I am 
to ensure honesty and integrity, 
to ensure that every vote counts, 
that the voter is treated fairly, 
that every worker in the election 
process is properly trained.”

During his campaign, Reed 
said, “I have learned since 
I’ve entered this race that so 
many people don’t under-
stand how important this job 
is and don’t even know who 
their election commissioner 
is. This job is way too im-
portant, way too huge for the 
voters in Hinds County not to 
be familiar with their election 
commissioner.”

The Forest County, Miss., 
native attended Tougaloo 
College. He left Tougaloo 
to work for Illinois Central 
Railroad Company. He spent 
a total of 45 years with the Il-
linois Central Railroad Com-
pany before retiring in 2005.  
He served three years in the 

military and completed his 
undergraduate studies at the 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi in 1976.

He has lived in District 1 
of Hinds County for 32 years, 
explaining that he knows the 

district well. “I’m well versed 
with this district.” 

The election commission-
er’s race is held in conjunc-
tion with the presidential race 
every four years. Reed was 
elected Tuesday, Nov. 6.

Judge Ceola James sworn in
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Elected officials, educa-
tors, politicians, clergy and 
family converged at Port Gib-
son’s celebrated First Baptist 
Church on Farmer’s Street 
to honor Geneva Collins, the 
first black Mississippi and 
Claiborne County chancery 
clerk. Prayers, songs, jokes, 
reflections and eulogies 
graced the homegoing occa-
sion as hundreds of people 
celebrated her legacy Sunday, 
Jan. 6, 2013.

Commenting on her pass-
ing, the historian, editor and 
publisher of The Port Gibson 
Reveille, Emma Crisler put 
Collins’ life in historical per-
spective.

“Going back in The Rev-
eille, we were able to find a 
picture of Geneva Collins 
along with political ads as she 
ran for chancery clerk. And 
certainly, this was a major ac-
complishment for Mrs. Col-
lins in 1967.

She was the first black 
chancery clerk in Claiborne 
County and in Mississippi…. 
So as people sometimes state, 
the present day officials are 
standing on her shoulders,” 
Crisler explained.

After her epoch-making 
victory in 1967, the flood 
gates for African Americans 
in government were open for 
good. Today, all the offices 
at Claiborne Court House are 
manned by blacks.

The seasoned educator, 
Collins served Claiborne 
County School District in 
varied capacities for three 

decades before retirement. A 
business woman, she was also 
a respected hair stylist who 
owned a salon and owned and 
operated Collins Fashions and 
Gifts on Port Gibson’s Main 
Street. 

Collins’ was noted in Jet 
Magazine’s Jan. 24, 1967 is-
sue for her history-making ca-
reer. She served as chancery 
clerk from 1967 to 1971.

More than anything else, 
Geneva distinguished herself 
as an activist and community 
leader. She contributed to and 
served the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), 
the Democratic Party, Missis-
sippi Association of Educa-
tors and the National Council 
of Negro Women (NCNW), 
where she earned eminence as 
an organizer and speaker. 

A stirring eulogy from Rev. 
Ray Coleman set the whole 
church clapping as he pin-
pointed her accomplishments. 
Old Testament and New Tes-
tament readings were given 
by Reverends Jimmy Ellis 
and Bruce Wells, respective-
ly, followed by prayer by Rev. 
Michael White.

Special homage came from 
Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son, Claiborne County Sheriff 
and county NAACP President 
Marvin Lucas, and Horace 
Wicks, chairman, First Bap-
tist Church. The Christian 
Harmonizers led by Jerome 
Williams rocked the hall with 
inspirational music.

Collins was 90 and died 
Dec. 30, 2012, at the River 
Region Medical Center, in 

Vicksburg. She was born in 
September 1922 to Ed T. and 
Hattie Combs Smith of Red 
Lick. She earned her high 
school diploma from the Clai-
borne County Training School 
in Port Gibson.

She graduated with a B.S. 
degree from Alcorn A & M 
College (Alcorn State) in 
1958. An achiever who loved 
education, she pursued and 
obtained a master’s degree 
from Tennessee State Univer-
sity, Nashville in 1961.

Collins married the late 
businessman and civil rights 
champion Alexander Col-
lins, and they had a son, the 
late Willie Roy Collins, and a 
daughter, Dr. Jo Ann Collins. 

She is survived by her sis-
ter Zeder Smith Quin-Lee, 
daughter, Dr. JoAnn Col-
lins Smith, and two grand-
children, Eddwin Smith, 
Claiborne County Supervi-
sor (District 3) and Geraline 
Smith, a science instructor at 
Alcorn State University. 

Geneva Collins: 
Mississippi’s first black 
chancery clerk passes
Activist, business woman, pioneer and educator 

Collins

Waller administering oath to James.
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Member:

that any compensation for a lob-
byist be based on “results” of his 
efforts to represent the county.

As the meeting progressed 
and Anderson filled his role, the 
Board of Supervisors went on 
with their scheduled business.

As Board President Robert 

Graham and Dist. 1 Supervisor 
Kenneth Stokes stated in earlier 
news reports, they had “no argu-
ment” with Anderson’s decision 
to stay on the board. My posi-
tion has been what’s best for his 
health,” Stokes said in earlier re-
ports. Graham noted earlier, “It’s 

Mr. Anderson’s prerogative to 
come back, and it’s his seat.”

Anderson has served in the su-
pervisor position for 19 years and 
in public office over 36 years. He 
suffered a stroke in December 
2011 and a second one within a 
six-month period.

MLK
Continued from page 1

Supervisor
Continued from page 1

Hate crime
Continued from page 1

plea provides further assurance 
to the victim’s family and to the 
community that the Department 
of Justice will leave no stone 
unturned to find those respon-
sible for these senseless racially 
motivated attacks,” said Thomas 
E. Perez, assistant attorney gen-
eral for the Civil Rights Division. 
“Our investigation is ongoing, 
and we will continue to pursue 
those who participated in this 
violent conspiracy, which culmi-
nated in the tragic death of James 
Craig Anderson.”

“The acts carried out by Dom-
inick and his co-conspirators 

against African-Americans are 
absolutely reprehensible. Bring-
ing these individuals to justice is 
a top priority of this office and 
we will continue to assist the De-
partment of Justice Civil Rights 
Division in this investigation,” 
said U.S. Attorney Gregory K. 
Davis.

Daniel McMullen, special 
agent in charge of the FBI’s Jack-
son Field Office, said, “The FBI 
continues to investigate the hate 
fueled assaults on African-Amer-
icans in and around Jackson, 
Miss., which include the attack 
on and resulting death of James 

Anderson June 26, 2011. This 
behavior, which seeks to deprive 
others of their civil rights based 
on the color of their skin, cannot 
be tolerated.”

These guilty pleas were the 
result of a cooperative effort be-
tween the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the Southern District of Mis-
sissippi, the United States De-
partment of Justice’s Civil Rights 
Division, and the Hinds County 
District Attorney’s Office.

This case was investigated by 
the Jackson Division of the FBI 
and the Jackson Police Depart-
ment. 
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 The Margaret Walker Cen-
ter on the campus of Jackson 
State University will celebrate 
its 44th Annual Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Birthday Con-
vocation Friday, Jan. 18, at 10 
a.m., featuring Reena Evers-
Everette as keynote speaker.

For greater details of this 
exceptional presentation, see  
page 9 in this issue of The 
Mississippi Link.

The five supervisors of the Hinds County Board of Supervisors were all present.   PHOTO by A. K. Mustafaa
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OpiniOn

There is a different 
feel in the air, and it 
should not be surpris-
ing. As historic as 
was the re-election 
of president Obama, 

nothing can replace the unique-
ness of the opening of his first 
term four years ago. The expecta-
tions; the history that was made; 
the level of excitement …, it was 
all too impossible to replicate.

The november 2012 re-election 
of the president, nevertheless, 
also was a remarkable feat. Tak-
ing place during a time of war 
and economic crisis against a very 
well-funded opponent, combined 
with the Republican use of voter 
suppression efforts in many states, 
victory was far from assured. The 
forces of irrationalism were blunt-
ed in their tracks, however, at least 
for the moment.

Yet, as we approach inaugura-
tion there are important concerns.  
in the ‘fiscal cliff’ negotiations, 
president Obama, despite the pub-
lic being on his side, once again 
displayed his tendency towards 
what i would call over-compro-
mising, a reluctance to engage in 
hard-bargaining and a tendency 
to blink at the wrong time. Yes, 

things could have been worse, but 
that does not mean that they went 
well.

Beyond the fiscal cliff there 
are other issues facing us: climate 
change; turmoil in the Middle 
East; the continued war in Af-
ghanistan; the threat of war with 
iran; and, obviously, the economy. 
On each of these issues and more, 
we should not assume - in fact, 
we cannot assume - that presi-
dent Obama will be on the right 
side. The drone strikes in pakistan 
continue, for instance, and so too 
do the attacks on civil liberties at 
home.

The question, then, is, what 
should we expect over the next 
four years? The answer actually 
depends on us much more than 
it does on president Obama. in 
the fiscal cliff negotiations, we 
saw what happens without us: the 
wrong compromises are made in 
the name of bi-partisanship. The 
problem is that Obama cannot 
be bi-partisan if the other side is 
being fanatically partisan. Such 
attempts appear to be surrender 
rather than responsible diplomacy.

Thus, the real answer to what 
to expect over the next four years 
comes down to two very differ-
ent and clear scenarios: One, in 
the absence of pressure, the ad-

ministration will offer wonderful 
rhetoric as it continues to retreat, 
or, two, the administration will be 
compelled to shift gears and fulfill 
the mandate that it received from 
the decisive november election as 
a result of pressure that it receives 
from people like us.

in case you missed this, the 
administration can only be com-
pelled through mass action. That 
means more than emails and 
phone calls, but instead public 
displays of protest - boots on the 
ground. in addition, when we have 
Republicans in Congress who, due 
to gerrymandering, have districts 
that are solidly Republican and, 
thus, they have little fear of any 
electoral challenge, the only thing 
that will shake them up is if soci-
ety is a bit shaken.

One thing that we do not need is 
to find ourselves, four years from 
now, asking why we did not do 
more when we had the chance. if 
we miss the moment, we may not 
have additional chances.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is a senior 
scholar with the Institute for Policy 
Studies, the immediate past presi-
dent of TransAfrica Forum, and the 
author of “They’re Bankrupting 
Us and Twenty Other Myths About 
Unions.” He can be reached at pa-
paq54@hotmail.com.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

WASHinGTOn (nnpA) - A 
recent study reports that treating 
substance abusers, especially Af-
rican Americans, could save the 
nation billions of dollars at a time 
when all eyes are glued to debates 
over how to solve the country’s 
national debt.

The study by researchers at 
Meharry Medical College School 
of Medicine in nashville, Tenn. 
linked the prevalence of substance 
abuse disorders to the high rates of 
incarceration among black males. 
published in the november 2012 
edition of “Frontiers in Psychia-
try,” the study also suggested that 
spending more money on commu-
nity-based treatment programs and 
improving mental health care in 
the black community could have 
an impact on substance abuse and 
crime among young black males.

Substance use disorders (SUDs) 
were associated with health prob-
lems, economic hardships, failed 
relationships, domestic violence 
and crime. if you struggled with 
drugs and lived in a major metro-
politan area you were also more 
likely to spend time behind bars.

According to the Meharry study, 
roughly 80 percent of adults in 
U.S. prisons used or abused alco-
hol or other drugs. Although blacks 
abstain from drugs and alcohol at 
higher rates than the national aver-
age, blacks are disproportionately 
represented in drug arrests and 
prison sentences nationwide. 

Driven by draconian drug laws 
and mandatory minimum sentenc-
ing, the incarceration rates for 
blacks exploded by 500 percent 
between 1986 and 2004. in 2009, 
Black males were 6.7 times more 
likely to spend time in jail than 
their white counterparts.

“This high rate of incarcera-
tion has resulted in more African 
American males involved with the 
criminal justice system than with 
educational services,” the report 
stated. “When arrest records and 
visits to jail become more com-
mon than diplomas and college 
tours, educational values shift.”

“it’s an unfortunate fact of life 
for many young black men,” said 
William Richie, assistant psychia-

try professor at Meharry Medical 
College and lead author of the 
study. “Finishing school for Afri-
can American males is often some 
sort of incarceration, where they 
learn the true nature of the world. 
You get a couple of arrests under 
your belt, a couple of times that 
you’ve been charged, and sudden-
ly, it’s not a foreign concept for an 
African American male.”

it’s not a foreign concept for 
the rest of American taxpayers, 
either, who largely foot the bill 
for this costly education. The Vera 
institute of Justice, an independent 
research organization, found that 
states spend in excess of $40 bil-
lion annually to house, feed and 
secure criminals. States spend 
more than $300 million on health 
care for prisoners alone. That 
number is dwarfed by the $3 bil-
lion it costs to fund the health care 
and pensions for retired correc-
tions employees.

A 2008 report by the Justice 
policy institute, a group that ad-
vocates for justice reform, showed 
that it’s more cost-effective to pro-
vide treatment for substance abus-
ers through community based-pro-
grams than it is to care for them 
while they are incarcerated. The 
report revealed that drug treatment 
program costs range from $1,800 
to $6,800 per participant. Yet, 
prisons spend more than $24,000 
a year incarcerating criminals and 
another $24 per day to treat those 
with SUDs.

States such as California, 
weighing the costs, chose to invest 
in treatment programs. “Accord-
ing to the California Drug and 
Alcohol Treatment Assessment 
(CALDATA), every $1 invested 
in substance abuse treatment has a 
return of $7 in cost savings from 
social benefits such as reduced 
health costs, crime, and lost pro-
ductivity,” the Jpi study reported.  
And the Washington State institute 
for public policy, a nonpartisan 
research group, found that each 
dollar spent on community-based 
drug treatment programs returned 
more than $18 in societal and eco-
nomic benefits.

in a 2009, Jamie Fellner, senior 
counsel with Human Rights Watch 
said: “Hauling hundreds of thou-

sands of people down to the sta-
tion house each year because they 
have some weed or a rock of crack 
cocaine in their pocket has had 
little impact on drug use.”

Fellner authored the report, “De-
cades of Disparity Drug Arrests 
and Race in the United States” that 
showed how “treatment, education 
and positive social investments” 
in poverty-stricken neighborhoods 
were “less destructive” and had a 
greater impact on reducing drug 
crimes than incarceration that cast 
a long shadow that often limited 
job and housing opportunities for 
an ex-offender years after he has 
paid his debt to society.

“As long as it’s profitable to 
sell drugs illegally, it’s a debt that 
some young blacks will continue 
to risk. The minute that the profit 
motive is taken out of both incar-
ceration and the sales, distribution 
and production of drugs, you’ll see 
more money diverted to treating 
mental health and substance abuse 
issues,” said Richie.

The Meharry Medical College 
study recommended a number 
of broad policy reforms to de-
crease incarceration rates includ-
ing increased awareness of SUDs 
among health care professionals, 
better treatment programs for sub-
stance abusers inside and outside 
of prison and connecting young, 
black males to mentors and sup-
port networks to help them avoid 
the pitfalls of illicit drug use.

Richie explained that it is not 
enough to label our young black 
men “endangered species,” as 
some researchers have done, if 
we’re not willing to step up and 
protect them as a group threatened 
with extinction. 

“The more people involved 
with providing mentorship and 
guidance to these young men, 
the more people that give them a 
sense that they are a worthwhile 
investment, it helps to instill in 
them some sense of a meaningful 
future, that there is a role for them 
in this society, that they’re not just 
the ‘throw-away generation,’” said 
Richie.  “We need more people 
who are willing to step in and say, 
‘let’s correct this guy’s course be-
fore he does something that is ir-
reversible.’”

Substance abuse fuels 
incarceration rates for black men

Boehner: intemperate, 
ignorant and out of control

Congressman 
John Boehner was 
re-elected speaker 
of the House of 
Representatives 
with a narrow 
vote. needing 218 

votes, he barely clinched it with 
220.  His narrow vote reflects the 
fact that no Democrat would vote 
for him and that many Republicans 
are disillusioned of him. perhaps it 
also reflects the fact that he has so 
poorly comported himself that he 
does not deserve reelection.

Most folks who curse do it be-
hind closed doors. in deference to 
their position, they attempt to parse 
their public statements to reflect 
the dignity of the office they hold. 
not Mr. Boehner, who dropped 
the “f” bomb at Sen. Harry Reid 
not once, but twice, in the middle 
of fiscal cliff negotiations. To his 
credit, Sen. Reid did not respond, 
but behaved as if he perhaps did 
not hear the out-of-control Boeh-
ner. The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives comported him-
self as intemperate, ignorant and 
out of control.

The fact that Boehner appeared 
out of control is no surprise to those 
who have observed him over these 
past two years. He leads with bom-
bast and bluster then backs down 
into defensiveness and profanity.  
Last December, he refused to com-
promise with president Obama on 
fiscal matters surrounded by a defi-
ant set of Republicans who agreed 
with him. When he backed down, 
he was surrounded by not a soul, 
virtually abandoned by his party.

Déjà vu. After pontificating, and 

offering a nonsensical plan B for a 
House vote, his party rebuked him.  
no wonder he managed so much 
ire that he cursed the Senate Ma-
jority leader.

You can cuss in public and you 
can cuss in private. Boehner chose 
to kick new York to the curb as a 
big an “F” bomb as the one he of-
fered Sen. Reid. After being prom-
ised that relief for Hurricane Sandy 
was forthcoming, Boehner broke 
his promise and pushed the vote 
back to the 113th Congress. Only 
after Democrats and Republicans, 
governors and Congressional rep-
resentatives excoriated him on the 
House floor, did he agree to vote 
on $9 billion plan January 5, with 
another $53 billion up for vote on 
January 15.

Meanwhile, many new York-
ers are still living in the backs of 
their cars, lacking electricity and 
other basic needs, eating in soup 
kitchens, bathing in shelters, no 
better off than they were when the 
hurricane hit.  Have we not learned 
lessons from Hurricane Katrina? 
Can we not get relief to people just 
a bit sooner?  Must new Yorkers 
be treated as pawns in this partisan 
nonsense?  Should Boehner have 
the right to metaphorically fling the 
“F” bomb at them?

new York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
a Democrat, and new Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie, a Republican, have 
expressed their righteous rage at 
Congressional chicanery. This has 
not moved a Congress that boot-
strapped fiscal cliff legislation 
with goodies for puerto Rican rum 
producers, some Hollywood mo-
guls, and other assorted pork. The 
day of the earmark has supposedly 
expired, but those with special in-

terests spent more time promoting 
them than they did not repairing 
the damage from Hurricane Sandy.

Congressman peter King (R-
n.Y.) calmed down after a private 
meeting with Boehner. He had it 
absolutely right before he calmed 
down though. Then he raised ques-
tions about the way Congressional 
representatives run to new York 
for fundraisers and support, but 
have not rushed to support new 
York and new Jersey in this crisis. 
While monies may yet be forth-
coming, it should have hit new 
York, Connecticut and new Jersey 
at least a month ago. And while $9 
billion is seemingly assured, with 
a new Congress, the affected areas 
may be lacking much longer.

i’d bet that if one of Boehner’s 
Ohio eighth district constituents 
complained about sleeping in a car, 
he might care more. i am sure he 
wouldn’t bristle and use profanity 
(or behave profanely) with those 
who presumably vote for him. But 
Boehner has abdicated all claims 
to decency in the past year or so. 
He has led a nonproductive and 
incompetent Congress and tainted 
fiscal cliff negotiations with ear-
marks and set-asides.  

Why not an earmark for hur-
ricane victims? Why not pure 
decency for his peer, Sen. Harry 
Reid? Why not pretend to have 
good sense, even if you don’t. Can 
Boehner stoop any lower? Let’s 
see what other stunts he pulls as 
House Majority Leader of the 
113th Congress.

Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based economist and 
writer. She is president emerita 
of Bennett College for Women in 
Greensboro, N.C.

Influencing Barack 
Obama’s second act

After new 
Year’s eve count-
downs wound 
down, many 
people turned to 
the familiar ritual 
of taking stock of 

where they are now to make reso-
lutions for what they can do better 
in the new year. 

We all measure our accomplish-
ments and shortcomings in dif-
ferent ways. Some people count 
numbers on a scale or in a savings 
account. But what if we decided to 
take stock as a nation by measur-
ing how we treat our children?

if we did that kind of count-
down, we’d learn:

• Every second and a half dur-
ing the school year a public school 
student receives an out-of-school 
suspension.

• Every 8 seconds during the 
school year a public high school 
student drops out.

• Every 32 seconds a child is 
born into poverty in America.

• Every 47 seconds a child is 
abused or neglected.

• Every 72 seconds a baby is 
born without health insurance.

• Every 5 and a half hours a 
child is killed by abuse or neglect.

A majority of all American 
fourth and eighth grade public 
school students can’t read or do 
math at grade level, including 76 
percent or more of black and La-
tino students.

Millions of American children 
start school not ready to learn and 
millions more lack safe, afford-
able, quality child care and early 
childhood education.

if we were counting, we’d see 
that millions of poor children are 
hungry, at risk of hunger, living in 
worst case housing, or are home-

less in America.
And we would find a child or 

teen is killed by a firearm about 
every three hours and 15 minutes - 
more than seven every single day. 

The devastation at Sandy Hook 
put the media spotlight on a trag-
edy that strikes families in com-
munities across America daily as 
a result of our nation’s shameful 
refusal to protect children instead 
of guns. in 2010, 2,694 children 
and teens died from gun violence.

What do these numbers tell us 
about who we are and who we 
hope to be? Why do we choose 
to let children be the poorest age 
group in our rich nation and to let 
millions of children suffer pre-
ventable sickness, neglect, abuse, 
mis-education, and violence? 
Why do we continue to mock 
God’s call for justice for children 
and the poor and our professed 
ideals of freedom and justice for 
all?

it’s time for new resolutions 
backed by urgent and persistent 
action. in 2013, the United States 
celebrates the 150th anniversary 
of the Emancipation proclamation 
and the 50th anniversary of the 
March on Washington and of the 
Birmingham movement. 

Our first African-American 
president will be inaugurated for a 
second term, in a public ceremony 
that will take place the same day 
as our national holiday honoring 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., our 
prophet of nonviolence. 

How will we honor and carry 
forth our long struggle towards 
freedom and equality? Let’s re-
solve not to make this another 
year of platitudes and remember-
ing the dream but make this a year 
of action to end child poverty and 
violence as Dr. King called for.

Dr. King said: “The Declara-
tion of independence proclaimed 

to a world, organized politically 
and spiritually around the concept 
of the inequality of man, that the 
dignity of human personality was 
inherent in man as a living being. 
The Emancipation proclamation 
was the offspring of the Declara-
tion of independence…. 

“Our pride and progress could 
be unqualified if the story might 
end here. But history reveals that 
America has been a schizophrenic 
personality where these two docu-
ments are concerned. On the one 
hand, she has proudly professed 
the basic principles inherent in 
both documents. On the other 
hand, she has sadly practiced the 
antithesis of these principles.” 

King concluded, “There is 
but one way to commemorate 
the Emancipation proclamation. 
That is to make its declarations 
of freedom real; to reach back to 
the origins of our nation when our 
message of equality electrified an 
unfree world and reaffirm democ-
racy by deeds as bold and daring 
as the issuance of the Emancipa-
tion proclamation.”

Let’s match the history of this 
2013 moment with bold and dar-
ing steps to close the gap between 
what every child needs to grow 
to productive adulthood, what we 
know works, and what we do to 
ensure their healthy development. 
it must begin with safety from 
guns. if the child is safe all of us 
are safe.

Marian Wright Edelman is 
president of the Children’s De-
fense Fund whose Leave No Child 
Behind® mission is to ensure ev-
ery child a Healthy Start, a Head 
Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start and 
a Moral Start in life and success-
ful passage to adulthood with the 
help of caring families and com-
munities. For more information 
go to www.childrensdefense.org.

Another kind of count down in 
your New Year’s resolutions

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA ColumnistBy Bill Fletcher, Jr. 

NNPA Columnist

By Freddie Allen
NNPA Washington Correspondent

By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist



Deleisha Shaver, a fifth 
grade honor student at 
Boyd Elementary School, 
led the Pledge of Alle-
giance to start the January 
8, School Board meeting. 
Her favorite subject is 
math, but she loves to read 
as well. 

Deleisha’s aspiration 
is to become a registered 
nurse or a nurse practitio-
ner. Her desire to become 
a nurse motivates her to 
perform well academical-
ly. She likes to run, jump 
rope, and exercise. Delei-
sha’s parents are Lakeshia 
Shaver and Robert Hays Jr.

Board Member Dr. 
George Schimmel present-
ed Deleisha Shaver with a 
Certificate of Appreciation 
on behalf of the school 
District for delivering the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Murrah High School is 
the proud winner of the 
Salvation Army’s Ring It 
to Bring It campaign. The 
school raised $473 in a 

friendly competition with 
other JPS high schools. 
Mr. and Miss Murrah High 
School, Gregory Poind-
exter and Olivia McNeal, 
received a trophy for lead-

ing the effort in raising the 
most money in the competi-
tion. 

The total raised by all 
seven JPS high schools was 
$1,768.73.

JPS Board of 
Trustees honors Boyd 
Elementary student

Murrah High wins 
Salvation Army Ring It 
to Bring It campaign

Schimmel and Shaver

Participating in the award presentation were (from left) Janet Spears, Salvation Army; Gwendolyn Handy, Lanier 
High teacher; JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray; Miss Murrah Olivia McNeal; Mr. Murrah Gregory Poindex-
ter; Captain Ken Chapman, Salvation Army; Dr. Debra Mays-Jackson, executive director of High Schools; and 
Dr. Fredrick Murray, principal of Murrah High School.

Marshall Elementary; Dr. Kathleen Grigsby, principal with Beneta Burt

Raines Elementary; Melissa McCray, principal

Johnson Elementary; Faith Strong, principal

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Roadmap 
to Health Equity, Inc. recently 
presented incentive checks 
to seven Jackson elemen-
tary schools and one middle 
school. The event took place 
at the agency’s headquarters 
located at 2548 Livingston 

Road.
The eight recipient schools 

are Brown, Dawson, French, 
Marshall, Pecan Park, Raines, 
and Johnson elementaries, 
and Rowan Middle School.

Each school received a 
check for $1,300 from Action 
for Healthy Kids, Inc., as the 

result of a grant application 
submitted by the Mississippi 
Roadmap. 

Action for Healthy Kids is 
the nation’s leading nonprofit 
and largest volunteer network 
fighting childhood obesity 
and undernourishment by 
partnering with communities 

and schools to improve nu-
trition and physical activity 
to help children eat healthy, 
stay active every day, and en-
ter school ready to learn. 

“We are delighted to sup-
port Jackson Public Schools 
with this donation and we 
hope this will encourage 

other local organizations to 
invest in the future of our 
children and community,” 
said Beneta Burt, executive 
director of the Mississippi 
Roadmap to Health Equity, 
Inc.

In addition, the Missis-
sippi Roadmap has assigned 

a FoodCorps service member 
to various Jackson schools 
to build and tend school gar-
dens. 

The organization is sup-
ported by the W. K. Kellogg 
Foundation with a mission to 
advocate for changes within 
community organizations. 

JPS gets boost toward healthy living from 
Mississippi Roadmap to Health Equity, Inc.

Dawson Elementary; Vicki Conley, principal

Rowan Middle; Dr. Shimelle Thomas-Mayers, principal

Brown Elementary; Serenity Luckett, principal
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Alcorn State University’s 
Myrlie Evers-Williams ac-
cepted President Barack 
Obama’s invitation to deliver 
the invocation at his public in-
auguration Jan. 21.

A champion for civil rights 
and the wife of civil rights 
martyr Medgar Wiley Evers 
‘52, Myrlie is the first layper-
son chosen to deliver such a 
prominent prayer. 

She was formally intro-
duced to the Alcorn faculty at 
the 2011 Founders Day Con-
vocation as the Distinguished 
Scholar-in-Residence.

President M. Christopher 
Brown II highlighted the 
tremendous opportunity Al-
corn’s students and faculty 
have to interact with Evers-
Williams and participate with 
her in once-in-a-lifetime lec-
tures and archival research 

projects.
Evers-Williams attended 

Alcorn A&M College from 
1949 to 1952, when she mar-
ried Medgar Evers.

She is a native of Vicksburg 
and spends her time at Alcorn 
offering seminars in the De-
partment of Social Sciences 
and preparing her archival pa-
pers for library deposit.

She also travels through-
out Mississippi and beyond 

offering lectures and public 
discussions on her portfolio 
of work. 

Alcorn State University 
is a premier comprehensive 
land-grant university that de-
velops diverse students into 
globally-competitive lead-
ers, and applies scientific re-
search through collaborative 
partnerships which benefit 
the surrounding communities, 
state, nation and world.

The HBCU (Historically Black 
Colleges & Universities) Inaugural 
Gala Ball returns Sunday, January 20 
with their 2nd presidential inaugural 
celebration in the swank Grand Ball-
room of the Sphinx Club located at 
1315 K Street NW, Washington, D.C. 
20005.

Commencing at 8 p.m. R&B 
chanteuse, Vivian Green (Emotional 
Rollercoaster) will headline the for-
mal affair with a live performance. 
HBCU graduate and U.S. Congress-
man Danny K. Davis (Illinois - 7th 
District) will speak, while funny man, 
Saturday Night Live alum and cur-

rent star of Disney Channel’s A.N.T. 
Farm, Finesse Mitchell will host this 
most historic night in our nation’s his-
tory.

The HBCU Inaugural Gala Ball 
was formed in 2008 after the historic 
election of Barack Obama, the na-
tion’s first African American Presi-
dent. The debut gala ball was held 
in Georgetown at the Sequoia on the 
National Harbor in Washington, D.C.  
That evening, guests celebrated with 
the executive director of the White 
House Initiative on HBCUs, Dr. 
Leonard Haynes, singer Rahsaan Pat-
terson and host actress Debbi Morgan 
- with a portion of the proceeds go-

ing to the Tom 
Joyner Foun-
dation, a char-
ity that gives 
scholarships 
to HBCU stu-
dents.

The HBCU 
Inaugural Gala 
Ball is an un-
official presi-
dential inaugural ball open to HBCU 
alumni and supporters founded by 
filmmaker Stacie Hawkins, graduate 
of HBCU’s University of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff. “I wanted to create 
an event where I, along with fellow 

HBCU graduates and friends, could 
celebrate this historic inauguration as 
well support these important institu-
tions,” she said.

Tickets are $250 and can be pur-
chased at www.hbcugala.com.

Jackson State University faculty 
member Dr. Glake Hill, and chem-
istry student Lisa Marie Wren, will 
be honored Feb. 26, at the state 
Capitol during the “Higher Educa-
tion Appreciation Day - Working 
for Academic Excellence” pro-
gram.

Hill and Wren will be among a 
group who are being honored for 
making outstanding contributions 
to promote academic excellence.

The HEADWAE program, 
sponsored by the Mississippi Leg-
islature, was established in 1987. 
The Legislature annually honors 
students and faculty members from 
each participating member institu-
tion of the Mississippi Association 
of Colleges and Universities.

Hill is an associate professor of 
chemistry, and the recent recipi-
ent of a $2.7 million grant from 
the National Institutes of Health to 
fund a new approach for training 
chemistry and biology students for 
research and doctoral programs.

Hill has mentored and advised 

over 21 graduate and undergradu-
ate students in the science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics 
disciplines. The majority of those 
are underrepresented minority stu-
dents. Of those, 15 have graduated 
from JSU, and over 80 percent are 
pursuing graduate or professional 
degrees at institutions that include 
Howard Medical School and Au-
burn University. A Ph.D. graduate 
is serving as an assistant professor 
at Fort Valley State University. A 
second of Hill’s Ph.D. chemists 
is pursuing employment in aca-
demia.

Wren, a 21-year-old from St. 
Louis, Mo., will graduate in 2013 
with a bachelor’s in chemistry. Af-
ter graduation, she plans to pursue 
a Ph.D. in biochemistry.

“I’m grateful to receive this rec-
ognition. I like to be involved in 
community service and to do what 
I can to help elevate others aca-
demically,” Wren said.

Wren, who was recruited to play 
soccer, received a full academic 

scholarship to JSU. The summer 
after her freshman year, she began 
her first internship at Washington 
University in St. Louis, School of 
Medicine. She’s been there for the 
past three years.

“As a W.E.B. Du Bois honor 
student, I sought out organizations 
based on high academic achieve-
ment,” Wren said. “I also want to 
help others excel academically and 
spread the importance of scholar-

ship to those around me.”
She was inducted into Alpha 

Lambda Delta Honor Society in 
2010, Tri-Beta Biological Honor 
Society in 2011, and Phi Kappa 
Phi in 2012.

“I am a proud member of Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., where I 
participate in several community 
service projects,” Wren said.

Wren is also a tutor for the chem-
istry and athletic departments.

The Margaret 
Walker Center 
is pleased to an-
nounce that Re-
ena Evers-Ever-
ette will be the 
keynote speaker 
for the 44th An-
nual Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., 
Birthday Convo-
cation at 10 a.m. Friday, Jan. 
18, in the Rose Embly McCoy 
Auditorium on the JSU cam-
pus. 

The MLK Convocation is 
free and open to the public.

Evers-Everette is the daugh-
ter of civil rights activists Med-
gar and Myrlie Evers. Born 
in Mound Bayou, Miss., she 
moved with the family to Jack-
son so her father could expand 
his fight for human justice and 
equality. Evers-Everette was 
8-years old and a witness to her 
father’s brutal assassination 
when he was gunned down in 
front of the family home.

Today, Evers-Everette 
serves as executive director for 
the Medgar and Myrlie Evers 
Institute, a national organiza-
tion founded by Myrlie Evers 
to fulfill the vision of civil 
rights leader Medgar Evers 
through education and civic 
engagement programs. 

In collaboration with several 
organizations, the Evers In-
stitute will recognize the 50th 
anniversary of Medgar Evers’ 
assassination with events in 
Washington, D.C., and Jack-
son, Miss., June 5-12.

For more information, visit 
www.eversinstitute.org.

The MLK Convocation will 
be immediately followed by 
the 18th Annual For My Peo-

ple Awards luncheon at 11:45 
a.m. in the JSU Student Center 
Ballroom.

The Margaret Walker Cen-
ter will honor Evers-Everette 
and the B.B. King Museum 
and Delta Interpretative Center 
for their contributions to the 
public preservation of African-
American history and culture 
with this annual award named 
after Margaret Walker’s classic 
poem, For My People. 

Past recipients include 
James Meredith, Unita Black-
well, Robert Clark, Lerone 
Bennett, Andrew Young, Jesse 
Mosley, and others.

Located in the heart of the 
Mississippi Delta on U.S. 
82 between Greenwood and 
Greenville, not far from the 
famous Crossroads at Clarks-
dale, the B.B. King Museum 
opened in 2008 to honor the 
life and music of one of the 
most accomplished musicians 
of our time.

Tickets for this year’s For 
My People Awards luncheon 
can be purchased through the 
Margaret Walker Center for 
$10 starting Jan. 2. 

For more information, visit 
the Center’s website at www.
jsums.edu/margaretwalker or 
contact the Center’s staff at 
601-979-2055 or mwa@jsums.
edu.

Reena Evers-
Everette to speak at 
MLK event – Jan. 18
The Mississippi 
Link Newswire

Evers-Williams

Evers-Everette

Green

Myrlie Evers-
Williams giving 
invocation at 
Obama inauguration

Inaugural Ball featuring Vivian 
Green supports HBCU students

JSU faculty member, chemistry 
student to be honored at state 
Capitol for academic excellence

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire Jackson State Univer-
sity’s Gallery 1 will host a 
Jan. 17 screening and dis-
cussion of “AMANDLA! 
A Revolution in Four-Part 
Harmony,” a film focusing 
on music’s role in South 
Africa’s fight against apart-
heid.

The event, which begins 
at 6 p.m., is free and open to 
the public. It will be held at 
Gallery 1, 1100 J.R. Lynch 
St., Ste. 4.

“We encourage students, 
professors and the com-
munity to participate,” said 
Kimberly Jacobs, the gal-
lery’s director. “We’ll talk 
and have some refresh-
ments. It will be fun.”

The film won the Audi-
ence Award and the Free-
dom of Expression Award 
at the 2002 Sundance Film 
Festival. It was also nomi-
nated for the Grand Jury 
Prize that same year.

The event is part of the 
exhibit, “Nelson Rolihlahla 
Mandela, His Life in the 
Struggle: A Pictorial His-
tory.” The exhibit’s curator 
is Dr. Rico Chapman, a fac-
ulty member in the Depart-
ment of History and Phi-
losophy.

When the exhibit opened 
in December, it was in hon-
or of the centennial of the 
African National Congress, 
one of Africa’s first libera-
tion movements.

The exhibit will run 
through Jan. 19.

Gallery 1 hosts 
screening, discussion 
about film profiling 
music’s role in the 
fight against apartheid
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Dr. Glake HillLisa Marie Wren
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Soul Foods are a staple in 
many black families. But in 

his latest docu-
mentary, “Soul 
Food Junkies,” 
Filmmaker Byron 
Hurt examined 
the detriments, 
and some ben-
efits, to the black 
community’s ad-
diction to such 
food.

After premier-
ing at several film 
festivals last year, 
the documentary 
will debut on 
public broadcast-
ing television on 
Jan. 14. 

The personal 
film highlights 
Hurt’s family 
history and his 
father’s death, 
which ultimately 
happened be-
cause he would not change 
his diet, despite his health is-
sues.

The documentary has al-
ready won CNN Best Docu-
mentary at the American 
Black Film Festival and Best 

Documentary at the Urban-
world Film Festival.

Hurt has also received 
awards for “I Am A Man: 
Black Masculinity in Ameri-
ca” and “Moving Memories: 
The Black Senior Video Year 
Book.”

HEALTH
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Filmmaker examines 
addiction to ‘soul 
food’ in black families
Reuters

PSA Ask Dr. Eva: 
2012-2013 Flu Season

Dear Dr. Eva,
I haven’t heard much about H1N1 for a while. 
Are they vaccinating against it this year?
Wondering

Dear Wondering,
H1N1 influenza, also called bird flu, is still 
around. This year’s flu vaccine does include 
protection against the H1N1 (bird flu) virus.
Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
I had the flu shot last year. I’d just as soon 
skip it this year. Shouldn’t my immunity from 
last year’s shot last for this winter too?
Needle-Shy

Dear Needle-Shy,
Because the major flu strains change from 
year to year, the vaccine is made differently 
each year, so it can boost your immunity to 
the flu strains that are likely to be common. 
This is why, unfortunately, last year’s vaccine 
will not protect against this year’s flu strains. 
1 strain of influenza A and 1 strain of influenza 
B included in this year’s vaccine are different 
than those in the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 
influenza vaccines. The only component that 
is the same is H1N1.
Dr. Eva 

Dear Dr. Eva,
As far as who should take the vaccine, are 
this year’s flu recommendations any different 
from last year?
Keeping Current

Dear KC,
No. The CDC (Centers for Disease Control) 
continues to recommend that everyone over 
the age of six months should get the flu vac-
cine every year. That means that if you can 
read this, you should get a flu shot! The flu 
vaccine is not recommended for infants under 
6 months because their immune systems are 
not mature enough to respond to the vaccine, 
so it’s not effective for them.
Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
I heard about the recommendation that 
everybody get vaccinated. Shouldn’t we get 
the high risk people vaccinated first, like they 
used to?
Caretaker

Dear Caretaker,
I appreciate the concern behind your ques-
tion.

There has not been a flu vaccine shortage for 
several years, and none is expected this year. 
Since there is plenty of vaccine, there is no 
need to save vaccine supplies for the most 
vulnerable.
The purpose of vaccinating as much of the 
population as possible is to create “herd 
immunity.” Vaccinating as many people as 
possible protects the most vulnerable people 
better than vaccinating the vulnerable. This 
is because vaccination is only effective if a 
person’s immune system is able to respond 
to the vaccination by making protective 
antibodies and specialized white blood cells. 
Since vaccination does not work as well in 
infants and in people who are ill or immu-
nosuppressed, they can be most effectively 
protected by making sure the healthier people 
around them are vaccinated and therefore will 
not expose them to disease. In other words, 
the best protection from the flu is to avoid 
being exposed to it, and that can only be 
achieved when everyone around the person 
who needs protection has been vaccinated.
Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
Isn’t the flu vaccine just a crap shoot? How 
can they predict which kinds of flu will ap-
pear?
Skeptic Cal

Dear Skeptic,
It’s not as random as a crapshoot. Influenza 
infection constantly circles the world, mainly 
infecting people in the hemisphere that’s 
colder at any given time. The flu that was in 
Australia a few months ago, when it was sum-
mer in our northern hemisphere and winter 
in the southern hemisphere, will be arriving 
here soon. The chances are good that at least 
some of the most common types of flu we see 
this winter will be the same ones that were 
common in Australia a few months back.
Even when the stains chosen do not turn out 
to be the most common ones, flu vaccine 
provides partial protection against all strains 
of flu. People may get the flu, but they will be 
less sick and the illness will be briefer than if 
they had not had the vaccine.
Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
Tell the truth – do YOU take the flu shot? I 
heard most doctors don’t.
JD

Dear JD,
Absolutely, every year. I had mine last week. 
Now will you get yours?
Dr. Eva

By Dr. Eva Hersh
Healthy Living News



(NBC CHICAGO) -- Twen-
ty-two candidates made the 
deadline to file papers an-
nouncing their candidacy for 
Jesse Jackson Jr.’s vacated 
2nd Congressional seat.

Among them is Debbie 
Halvorson, who lost to Jack-
son in the March primary last 
year, but garnered 29 percent 
of the vote.

A flurry of candidates sub-
mitted candidacy petitions 
over the weekend, filed along 
with 1,256 signatures or 
more. 

Joyce Washington, who 
ran for U.S. Senate in 2004, 
announced recently that she 
would enter the race, as did 
Robin Kelly. She announced 
via Twitter that she’d raised 

more than $200,000 from 
500-plus individual donors.

Of the 22 candidates, five 
are Republican: Lenny McAl-
lister, Beverly Reid, Paul 
McKinley, James H. Taylor 
Sr., and Eric Wallace.

A complete list of the can-
didates is posted on the State 
Board of Elections web site.

A special primary will be 
held February 26 and the gen-
eral election is scheduled for 
April 9.
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A 114-year-old South Caro-
lina woman who was the old-
est living U.S. citizen has died, 
said two of her daughters.

Mamie Rearden of Edge-
field, the country’s reigning 
oldest person for about two 
weeks, died January 2 at a hos-
pital in Augusta, Ga., said Sara 
Rearden of Burtonsville, Mary-
land, and Janie Ruth Osborne 
of Edgefield. They said their 
mother broke her hip after a fall 
about three weeks ago.

The Gerontology Research 
Group, which verifies age in-
formation for Guinness World 
Records, listed Mamie Rearden 
as the oldest living American 
after last month’s passing of 
115-year-old Dina Manfredini 
of Iowa. 

Rearden’s Sept. 7, 1898, birth 
was recorded in the 1900 U.S. 
Census, the group’s Robert 
Young said.

Rearden was more than a year 
younger than the world’s oldest 
person, 115-year-old Jiroemon 
Kimura of Japan.

“My mom was not president 
of the bank or anything, but she 
was very instrumental in raising 
a family and being a communi-
ty person,” said Sara Rearden, 
her youngest child. “Everybody 
can’t go be president of a bank 
or president of a college, but 
we feel just as proud of her in 

her role as housewife and par-
ticularly as mother and home-
maker.”

Mamie Rearden, who was 
married to her husband Oacy for 
59 years until his death in 1979, 
raised 11 children, 10 of whom 
survive, Sara Rearden said. She 
lived in the family homestead 
with a son and a daughter on 
land that had been in the family 
since her father’s accumulation 
of acreage made him one of the 
area’s largest black landowners.

Her father sent her off to earn 
a teaching certificate at Bettis 
Academy on the far side of the 
county, and she would spend an 
entire day on a loaded wagon 
to reach the school along dirt 
roads, her daughter said. She 
taught for several years until 
becoming pregnant with her 

third child.
In the mid-1960s at age 65, 

when some settled into retire-
ment, she learned to drive a 
car for the first time and started 
volunteering for an Edgefield 
County program that had her 
driving to the end of remote 
rural roads to find children 
whose parents were keeping 
them home from school, Sara 
Rearden said.

Mamie Rearden always coun-
seled that her children should 
treat others as they wanted to 
be treated and that included 
never gossiping or speaking ill 
of others. When asked about a 
preacher’s uninspiring sermon, 
her daughter recalled her moth-
er saying: “‘Well, it came from 
the Bible.’ She never would 
bad-mouth them.”

Teenage white supremacist 
Derek Shrout has been arrest-
ed in Russell County, Ala., 
after a teacher discovered a 
journal detailing his plot to 
attack his school with home-
made explosives.

“The journal contained 
several plans that looked like 
potential terrorist attacks, and 
attacks of violence and danger 
on the school,” said Russell 
County Sheriff Heath Taylor. 
Six students and one teacher 

were specifically targeted by 
Shrout, all but one of whom 
were black. Shrout’s journal 
indicated he thought the white 
male on his list was gay.

“That’s the reason the 
white male was on the list. 
It screams hate crime,” said 
Heath.

Shrout, 17, started writ-
ing in his journal just three 
days after the Sandy Hook 
massacre, and a search of his 
home uncovered materials 
that could be used in bomb-

making. His bail was set at 
$75,000, which his family 
paid.

America’s eldest person, 
Mamie Rearden, dies at 114

Alabama student planned to 
kill gay, black classmates

New 113th Congress 
most diverse ever

The newly sworn-in 113th 
Congress is the most diverse 
group of representatives in his-
tory, reflecting changing demo-
graphics and changing public 
attitudes.

According to CNN, 98 wom-
en, 43 African-Americans, 31 
Latinos, 12 Asian-American 
and Pacific Islanders, and sev-
en gay and bisexual members 
are now new members of the 
House and Senate. Plus, there 
is the first Buddhist member in 
the Senate and Hindu member 
in the House of Representa-
tives.

“It means that we reflect 
America more,” said newly 
elected Rep. Tammy Duck-
work, an Illinois Democrat. 
“And it is good to see Congress 
starting to look more like the 
rest of America.”

Duckworth, a double-am-
putee veteran of the Iraq War, 
is one of the historic number 
of Asian-Americans elected 
and joins the record number of 
women inducted, along with 
new Sen. Elizabeth Warren.

“Here is the first woman 
from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts,” Warren said to 
cheers from her supporters.

And the new members are 
not the only ones making his-
tory. Maryland Sen. Barbara 
Mikulski will serve as the first 
female chair of the powerful 
Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee and Nancy Pelosi has re-

turned to her role as that cham-
ber’s Democratic leader.

But the diversity is not exclu-
sive to the Democrats.

Republican Tim Scott be-
came the first African-Ameri-
can from the South to serve in 
the Senate since Reconstruc-

tion, and Ted Cruz, who is 
Cuban-American, was elected 
to the Senate. Both were sup-
ported by the Tea Party.

“It is an incredible day and 
a testament to the power of the 
grass roots and the power of the 
people,” Cruz told CNN.

22 candidates file for Jesse 
Jackson Jr.’s vacated seat

LaRue Ford of 
Niles, Mich., found 
out that cursing 
really is a crime 
when she was in 
court to settle an 
old traffic ticket. 

According to 
Ford, they were 
giving her the run 
around and as she 
paid the $50, she 
began to curse…to 
herself.

But District Court Judge 
Dennis Wiley, felt disrespect-
ed by her rant and ordered her 
in contempt and had her ar-

rested and gave her 11 days in 
jail.

The ACLU stepped in to 
help Ford stating that her free-
dom of speech or first amend-

ment rights were violated and 
that Wiley overstepped his 
boundaries when he ordered 
her jailed and refused her a 
bond.

Woman spends Christmas 
in jail for cursing
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I knew that I 
would be shar-
ing this infor-
mation with 
you; I just did 
not expect it to 
be this week. 

The first son of the “Terrific 
Ten” has transitioned to a new 
life. He left us all Friday, Jan-
uary 6, 2013.

My oldest brother, Rubin 
Donell Monix, left us and 
joined our parents just a few 
days after his 61st birthday. 
His time of departure was 
9:38 p.m. I am emphasizing 
the time because the number 
938 is so significant to the 
Monix Family of Clarksdale, 
Miss. The first and only home 
that my parents ever owned 
bore the address 938.

As my brother’s breathing 
was becoming lighter and 
lighter, we knew that he was 
on his way home. “Lord, now 
you are letting your servant 
depart in peace, according to 
your word (Luke 2:29).

Yes, we knew that the time 
was near and a call would 
come during the late evening, 
which was the part of day my 
brother loved the most.

Shortly after 10 p.m., I was 
the first of the siblings to get 
the call. My sister-in-law did 
all she could to hold back her 
tears as she shared the news 
with me by phone but, all 
she could say was, “Donell 
left me at 9:38.” Once I hung 
up with her, my duty was to 
share the message with my re-
maining sisters and brothers.

My oldest sister’s im-
mediate response was, “He 
went home at 9:38 because 
he spent so much of his life 
at 938. To me, that is truly a 
sign that he has joined our 
parents.” From that point on, 
we all felt a peace that I just 
cannot explain. Our brother 
went home.

As the oldest of ten chil-
dren, he was the third parent 
in the house as we were grow-
ing up.  He was the one who 
drove us to our destinations 
when my parents could not, 
fed us when my mother was 
ill, and made us mind - as the 
elders would say. He made 
sure that we were safe at all 
times and worked diligently 
by my father’s side to bring 
in an income to keep a roof 
over our heads, food in our 
mouths, and made sure we 
were not only college bound, 
but college graduates. He 
stayed by my mother’s side 
long after my father’s transi-
tion to Heaven and was the 
chosen one to give his sisters 
away in Holy Matrimony to 
our spouses. He was also the 

one who stayed in trouble but, 
he always charmed his way 
out. That was my big brother!

For so long, he was full 
of life and love. He suffered 
an aneurysm April 11, 2012, 
and never recuperated. The 
last eight months of his life, 
he lay in a motionless state; 
speechless and staring into a 
world that we could not con-
nect with. But God spoke to 
him, “Come to me, all who la-
bor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest” (Matthew 
11:28). Donell left us but we 
rejoice in saying, “Thank 
you Lord for giving us Rubin 
Donell Monix.”

The day before my brother’s 
departure from this world, 
I attended the funeral of 
someone I admired for years 
- Marsha Hamilton, a church 
member and a friend. Marsha 
offered her services to any-
one who needed her. She was 
truly a servant of God’s. She 
was someone who said very 
little but, who worked very 
hard; someone who had her 
share of illness but that never 
stopped her from praising the 
Lord.

Marsha left a wonderful 
legacy. She will be missed.

God continues to call on 
each of us to serve Him in 
this life and beyond. It is writ-
ten that “No one knows about 
that day or hour, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father” (Mat-
thew 245:36).

The death of a loved one 
can be hard but there is com-
fort in knowing that God is 
our strength; He is our Ref-
uge. God has experienced 
our suffering through the loss 
of His only Begotten Son 
and because of this; we all 
are protected by Him. Even 
during a time of sorrow, we 
should continue to share His 
Holy Name because He Is!

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to 
share your news and the news 
of your place of worship and 
visit.

Remember the verse that 
I often find myself sharing 
with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beauti-
ful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say 
to Zion, Your God reigns!”

You may contact Daphne 
M. Higgins at religion@mis-
sissippilink.com. Fax 601-
896-0091 or mail your in-
formation to The Mississippi 
Link, 2659 Livingston Road, 
Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor28Th Annual Stellar Gospel 
Music Awards airing soon 

Don’t limit God!

Two of Gospel music’s big-
gest acts will share the micro-
phone when Kirk Franklin and 
Tina and Ericka Campbell of 
Mary Mary co-host the 28th 
Annual Stellar Gospel Music 
Awards. 

The annual salute to Gospel’s 
best and brightest performers 
returns to Nashville’s iconic 
Grand Ole Opry House Theater 
Saturday, January 19. The Stel-
lar Awards will air in broadcast 
syndication on 150 stations in 
over 125 markets around the 
country and on the GMC net-
work from January 19 to March 
3. The program will broadcast 
on Jackson’s WAPT-ABC af-
filiate Sunday, January 29 at 12 
p.m.

With more than 30,000 fans 
logging online to cast their votes 
for their favorite projects of the 
year, show co-hosts and WEtv 
reality stars Mary Mary lead the 
list of nominees with nine total 
nominations based on their lat-
est disc, “Go Get It.” Nomina-
tions include “Song of the Year,” 
“Contemporary Group/Duo of 
the Year,” and “Contemporary 
CD of the Year,” in addition to 
recognition for the project in the 
“Producer of the Year,” “Music 
Video of the Year” and “Record-
ed Music Packaging of the Year” 
categories. 

Newcomer Charles Jenkins 
who, in addition to earning a 
“Best New Artist” nomination 
for his debut CD “The Best of 
Both Worlds,” garnered recog-
nition in seven additional cat-
egories including “Artist of The 
Year” and “Song of The Year.” 

Other multiple nominees in-
clude superstars Marvin Sapp 
and Fred Hammond with six 
nominations each, both nomi-
nated in the hotly-contested 
“Male Vocalist of the Year” and 
“CD of the Year” categories; 
legendary Andre Crouch with 
five nominations, including 
“Artist of the Year” and “Song 
of the Year” for his disc “The 
Journey”; and “Best New Artist” 
contender Isaac Carree with five 
nods for his solo debut “Uncom-
mon Me.” 

“We’ve participated in the 

Stellar Awards for 
years and always 
look forward to it,” 
said Tina Campbell 
of Mary Mary. Erica 
Campbell added, 
“Serving as hosts this 
year with our friend 
and colleague Kirk 
Franklin is an added 
bonus - we’re looking 
forward to having an 
amazing time.” 

Hailed as “gospel music’s 
biggest night,” this year’s Stellar 
Gospel Music Awards features 
live performances by Tamela 
Mann, Charles Jenkins & Fel-
lowship Chicago, Israel Hough-
ton, Marvin Sapp, Tye Tribbett 
and Le’Andria Johnson, among 
others. 

This year, the Stellar Awards 
will also present five special 
categories highlighting the top 
radio stations serving urban 
gospel music audiences. Via an 
online fan voting campaign, the 
award for “Radio Station of the 
Year” will let viewers decide 
who should receive the highest 
honor among terrestrial radio, 
internet, syndicated and satellite 
programs that broadcast gospel 
music.

Recognizing the impact of the 
digital age on music and popular 
culture, Stellar Awards execu-
tive producer and Central City 
Productions founder/chairman 
Don Jackson has embraced so-
cial media and digital platforms 
to attract new audiences to the 
show.

“I am astounded and extreme-
ly pleased with the record break-
ing fan voting of over 30,000 
votes, which exceeded last year 
by more than 400 percent,” said 
Jackson. “This is a great testa-
ment to the outstanding artist 
nominees and their projects. 
Also, we received a similar turn-
out of fan voting for the gospel 
music radio stations of the year, 
which totaled over 20,000 on-
line ballots.”

In addition to recognizing the 
year’s most outstanding contri-
butions in the genre, The Stel-
lar Awards also bestow special 
honors upon individuals whose 
names are synonymous with 

greatness through distinguished 
careers in the gospel arena. 

This year, global inspirational 
leader Bishop TD Jakes will 
receive the Thomas A. Dorsey 
Most Notable Achievement 
Award; the James Cleveland 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
will be presented to gospel mu-
sic great Kurt Carr; and the Am-
bassador Dr. Bobby Jones Leg-
ends Award will be bestowed 
upon Inez Andrews for her con-
tributions to the industry. 

“It is always humbling to be 
recognized for the work you do 
in service of others,” said Jakes 
who will be acknowledged for 
his work as a faith-leader, au-
thor and producer. “To receive 
the Most Notable Achievement 
Award from The Stellar Gospel 
Music Awards is a true honor.” 

The live taping at the Grand 
Ole Opry House Theater in 
Nashville, is open to the pub-
lic and tickets are on sale now 
through Ticketmaster (http://
www.ticketmaster.com/). Ticket 
prices range from $55 - $200. 
Balcony seats are available for 
students for $35. 

In addition to the awards 
ceremony, there are a number 
of ancillary activities that cele-
brate and recognize outstanding 
achievement in the genre which 
are open to the public, includ-
ing the Stellar Awards Pre-Show  
Friday, January 18 and the Stel-
lar Gospel Radio Awards and 
Showcase Saturday, January 19.

For additional details, visit 
the Stellar Awards website 
(http://www.thestellarawards.
com/).

Highlight of Top Nominees:
Mary Mary - Total Nomina-

tions 9
Group/Duo of the Year, Song 

of the Year, Contemporary 

Group/Duo of the Year, Con-
temporary CD of the Year, Ur-
ban Inspirational Single or Per-
formance, Special Event CD of 
the Year, Producer of the Year, 
Music Video of the Year and Re-
corded Music Packaging of the 
Year

Charles Jenkins & Fellowship 
Chicago - Total Nominations 8

Artist of the Year, New Art-
ist of the Year, CD of the Year, 
Choir of the Year, Song of the 
Year, Traditional CD of the Year, 
Traditional Choir of the Year and 
Pre-Recorded Music Packaging

Marvin Sapp - Total Nomina-
tions 6

Artists of the Year, Song of 
the Year, Male Vocalist of the 
Year, CD of the Year, Traditional 
Male of the Year and Traditional 
CD of the Year

Fred Hammond - Total Nomi-
nations 6

Male Vocalist of the Year, CD 
of the Year, Producer of the Year, 
Contemporary Male of the Year, 
Contemporary CD of the Year, 
and Urban Inspirational Single 
or Performance

Andre Crouch - Total Nomi-
nations 5

Artist of the Year, Song of the 
Year, CD of the Year, Traditional 
Male of the Year and Traditional 
CD of the Year

Isaac Carree - Total Nomina-
tions 5

New Artist of the Year, Pro-
ducer of the Year, Contemporary 
Male of the Year, Urban Inspi-
rational Single or Performance 
and Music Video of the Year

To view a complete list of 
nominees visit www.thestellar-
awards.com.

The New 
Year has ar-
rived, filled 
with promises 
and predic-
tions. Many 
have spent the 

holiday season reflecting on 
the previous year while at 
the same time, assessing the 
upcoming year.  

As you spent time in re-
view, more than likely you 
found unopened blessings.  
There were countless op-
portunities missed, much of 
which can be attributed to 
a failure to act. You missed 
that last conversation with a 
sick loved one, who subse-
quently passed away; only 
because you failed to re-
spond to the nudging of the 
Holy Spirit.  You felt the 
need to call, but thought it 
could wait another day...that 
day never arrived.

You didn’t get that pro-
motion. Why? Because you 
failed to apply for the posi-
tion; did not apply because 

you heard the job was for 
someone else, but after the 
selection was made, your 
supervisor stopped by your 
desk and inquired about your 
application, while encourag-
ing you to keep up the good 
work. Another missed bless-
ing, another unnecessary 
limitation placed on God.

Entering a New Year is an 
awesome opportunity to un-
leash the blessing of God in 
your life. However, it will 
require you allowing God to 
reign free in your life. God 
needs room to bless you. 

The prophet Elisha, in 
2 Kings 4, offers a way to 
bless the widow woman. Eli-
sha gave instructions to send 
her sons through the neigh-
borhood and borrow empty 
vessels. Specifically Elisha 
said, “borrow not a few” 
vessels to hold the oil. The 
widow woman’s blessing 
came as the oil continued to 
flow. The key to the widow 
woman’s blessing was mak-
ing sure she had room to 
hold what God would pro-
vide. Elisha’s instructions 

were to prepare the vessels 
(symbolic of the body) and 
God would fill the vessels 
with the oil, (symbolic of the 
Holy Spirit). The body must 
be prepared to receive the 
blessings of The Lord. The 
more vessels she acquired, 
the more the Holy Spirit ap-
peared…likewise for you. 

In 2012, your vessels may 
have been few. Did you 
miss your blessing simply 
because you placed God in 
a box?  The body was not 
prepared for all that God 
had in store.  Don’t allow 
self-imposed limitations to 
be placed on a God that can 
provide everything. 2013 is 
here, so release Him today.

God offers countless op-
portunities for blessings. He 
simply needs you to be an ac-
tive recipient. To be active, 
we must walk in the holiness 
and beauty of the Lord.  This 
means God needs you to 
walk in His blessing. 

If you need a job, get up 
and let God lead you to your 
next interview. If you want 
to increase your faith, un-

leash God’s Word by reading 
it more each day. If you need 
healing, live right and know 
the prayers of the righteous 
availeth much. The more 
you serve Him, the more He 
blesses.

I challenge you in 2013 to 
unleash God in your life and 
allow Him to open up the 
windows of heaven and pour 
out a blessing. Don’t limit a 
limitless God.

About the Pastor
Rev. Marcus Cheeks is the 

pastor of True Light M. B. 
Church, 224 East Bell St., 
Jackson. The Jackson na-
tive, wife, and their three 
children, reside in Canton. 
He received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Humanities 
with an emphasis in Philoso-
phy and Religion from Tou-
galoo College and a Master 
of Science from Jackson 
State University in Guid-
ance and Counseling. He is 
currently employed with the 
State of Mississippi.  Call 
601-607-7011, 601-353-
7364 or e-mail the church at 
infotlmbc@yahoo.com.

By Rev. Marcus Cheeks 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Someone has 
said that medi-
ocrity is just the 
best of the worst 
and the worst of 
the best. Is that 
what you want this 

year? Your words and attitudes 
have a powerful effect on other 
people. 

Understand this: God uses the 
encouraging words, actions and 
attitudes we direct at each other 
to strengthen our inner resolve to 
succeed. Over and over in Scrip-
ture God says things like: “Be 
strong and of good courage, do 
not be afraid, for the Lord goes 
with you” (Deuteronomy 31:6). 
Why does God keep saying that?  
To bring out the best in us.

The history books are full of 
gifted people whose talents were 
overlooked until someone be-
lieved in them. One of the attri-
butes of true Christian character 

is a willingness to encourage and 
lift people: “I am the Lord, your 
God, who takes hold of your right 
hand and says to you, do not fear; 
I will help you” (Isaiah 41:13). 
So, in your dealings with others, 
are you problem-focused or pos-
sibility-focused?

The Apostle Paul recognized 
the power our words and actions 
can have in our relationships with 
other people. In First Thessalo-
nians, Paul is asking us to con-
sider the choices we make about 
how we treat other people.  He 
knows that we are naturally self-
ish and like to put ourselves first. 
But Paul tells us that is not God’s 
way: “Therefore encourage one 
another and build each other up” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:11).

Again, your words and atti-
tudes have a powerful effect on 
other people. The woman caught 
in adultery is a case in point 
(Read John 8). Observe how the 
Pharisees handled her: “The Law 
of Moses commanded us to stone 

such women” (verse 5).  How dif-
ferent Jesus attitudes was! Look-
ing at her with compassion, He 
said: “Neither do I condemn you, 
go now and leave your life of 
sin” (verse 11). Lifted, redeemed, 
empowered, you can’t help but 
believe she spent the rest of her 
days trying to live up to Christ’s 
view of her. 

The mandate to “encourage 
one another” and “build each oth-
er up” is woven throughout the 
New Testament. All of us need 
reassurance and appreciation. 
The early believers (Acts 2) wor-
shiped together, prayed together, 
taught each other, helped each 
other, corrected each other, en-
couraged each other, and shared 
their possessions with each other. 
They built each other up. They 
were God’s temple and it was 
strong. And people noticed. And 
the Gospel spread because of the 
way they treated each other and 
the way they treated other people 
around them.

Within every human being, 
there is a God-given drive to 
achieve something. If you tap 
into that drive and demonstrate 
that you believe in their future, 
they’ll do almost anything to live 
up to your expectations. Paul’s 
words remind us that we have 
the power to use our words and 
actions to build the Kingdom of 
God. And when we do, we have 
the power not only to mold and 
shape the people around us but 
also to change the culture that 
surrounds us.

Happy New Year as you help 
bring out the best in others!

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Crossroads Church of God 
in Farmhaven (Canton), Miss. 
He is married to Velma L. Green. 
He honorably served in the U.S. 
Army for 20 years. Presently, he is 
a member of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelism Church of God 
Anderson, Ind., and serves as vice-
chairman at the Southeastern Asso-
ciation of The Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from 
the Billboard Gospel Charts for 

the week of January 10

1.	 It’s	Not	Over	 	 	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	James	Fortune	&	Jason	Nelson
2.	 Life	&	Favor	(You	Don’t	Know)	 John	P.	Kee	And	New	Life
3.	 Take	Me	To	The	King	 	 Tamela	Mann
4.	 Awesome	 	 	 Pastor	Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
5.	 Hold	On	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA	Featuring	Monica	&	Fred	Hammond
6.	 Shifting	The	Atmosphere	 Jason	Nelson
7.	 Testimony	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
8.	 Turning	Around	For	Me	 	 VaShawn	Mitchell
9.	 Let	The	Church	Say	Amen	 Andrae	Crouch	Featuring	Marvin	Winans
10.	 God’s	Up	To	Something	Good	 Hart	Ramsey	&	The	NCC	Family	Choir

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

New Year Resolution – “Help 
bring out the best in others”

A few years 
ago, I moved 
to a neighbor-
hood  closer to 
my job.   Even 
with the back 
porch light on, 

I noticed my backyard was 
very dark and so one of the first 
things I did was have a motion 
detector light installed. Not be-
ing a mechanically inclined 
person, I asked my good friend 
Warren if he would install it for 
me as a  favor. When he came 
to set up the light, I noticed it 
didn’t take long for him to put 
the light fixture up. 

What took him the most time 
was to set the range for the light.   
I honestly didn’t know that it 
was that complicated. As part 
of the process, he had me walk 
from the rear of my back yard 
toward the back door a number 
of times to make sure that the 
light came on at the exact mo-
ment I entered the back yard. Af-
ter a few minutes of me walking 
back and forth and he tweaking 
it, he told me that it was ready, 
gathered his tools and left.

It’s funny but I remember 
being so excited the first time 
I opened the gate to my back-
yard and the light came on. It’s 
not that I doubted that it would 
work, but it was beyond my un-
derstanding how the light would 
shine as soon as it detected me.   
I felt much safer knowing that 
all I had to do was make a mo-
tion like wave my hand and the 
light would come on all by it-
self.

Fast forward a few years  and 

that same light protected me in a 
different way. And it was ironic 
that I was talking to Warren, my 
friend who’d installed the light, 
when a neighbor came over and 
told me that she and my next 
door neighbor had their cars 
broken into the night before. Be-
cause where we live is relatively 
crime-free and quiet (and a few 
neighbors even leave their cars 
unlocked), they were shocked at 
what happened.

Another neighbor shared that 
one witness noticed that my 
backyard light was on around 
2:30 a.m. but didn’t think any-
thing about it. He then guessed 
that my light coming on prob-
ably scared away whoever was 
breaking into the cars. They 
even dropped the flashlight 
they’d been using as they appar-
ently ran away. The best part for 
me was nothing was touched on 
my car.

Later, I thought about how 
the motion detector light had 
two purposes: it provided  both 
exposure and protection at the 
same time. It reminded me of 
how God’s word can do the same 
thing. Psalms 119:105 says that 
God’s word is a “lamp to guide 
my feet and a light for my path.”    
God’s word provides protection 
when we need it but also gives 
light on those sometimes dark 
paths that our lives may take us.  

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

God’s Word 
Lighting the way

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E d

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist
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CLASSIFIED
notice

notice oF QUALiFYinG PeRioD FoR 
tHe 2013 MUniciPAL eLection

The 2013 Candidate Qualifying Guide is available for pick-up for all City of Jackson 
municipal election candidates. Qualifying application packets can be obtained from 
the City Clerk’s Office located in City Hall at 219 South President Street between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday through Fridays. The qualifying deadline 
is 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 8, 2013. All further questions should be directed to 
City Clerk Brenda Pree at (601) 960-1033. 

1/10/13
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notice

PUBLic notice

RURAL AReAs PRoGRAM (5311)
enHAnceD MoBiLitY oF senioRs AnD inDiViDUALs 

WitH DisABiLities PRoGRAM (5310)
tRAnsPoRtAtion APPLicAtions

The Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) is soliciting applications for the 
following Federal Transit Administration (FTA) formula grant transportation programs 
through the Public Transit Division:

Section 5311 Rural Areas Program

Eligible applicants include State and local governmental authorities, Indian Tribes, 
private non-profit organizations, and private operators of public transportation ser-
vices under special contractual arrangements.  Although an applicant’s proposal may 
target specific client groups, services for the general public must include.  Applicants 
are reminded that participation in a local coordinated planning process must also be 
clearly documented.  Consequently, projects must be derived from an approved local 
Human Service Public Transportation Coordination Plan.

This program funds general public, job access and reverse commute and certain in-
tercity bus transportation services in areas with less than 50,000 population. Approxi-
mately $13,000,000 in  FTA funds are expected to be available for  capital, operating, 
planning and administration expenses that may  support  general public, job access 
and reverse commute and intercity transportation services. These funds will be made 
available based upon Safe Affordable Flexible Transportation Equity Act-A Legacy for 
Users (SAFETEA-LU) and Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (Map-21) 
federal appropriations. 

A job access and reverse commute project is defined as a transportation project that 
may provide  planning, capital and/or operating costs of  services designed to trans-
port welfare recipients and eligible low-income individuals to and from jobs and activi-
ties related to their employment”. This may include projects that involve trips to and 
from urbanized areas or rural areas to suburban employment locations. 

Intercity transportation services may include rural and small urban areas.  Eligible 
intercity bus activities include planning and marketing for intercity bus transportation, 
capital grants, and coordination of rural connections between rural transit projects 
and intercity carriers.

5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities program 
This program provides funds for private non-profit organization to implement services 
that:
 1) serve the special needs of transit-dependent populations beyond traditional pub-
lic transportation service, where public transportation is insufficient, inappropriate, or 
unavailable; 2) exceed the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); 
3) improve access to fixed route service and decrease reliance on complementary 
paratransit; and 4) are alternatives to public transportation.  Capital and operating 
awards will be provided from approximately $1,500,000 in federal funds made avail-
able by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  These funds will be made available 
from SAFETEA-LU and Map-21 funding appropriations.

Eligible applicants include private non-profit organizations or public bodies that co-
ordinate services for seniors and individuals with disabilities.  Applicants must docu-
ment that they can provide the local match required for all capital and operating costs.  
Local match funds may be derived from state, local or certain other federal funds.  
Projects must be included in a locally developed coordinated plan. 

It is the policy of the MDOT and the FTA that no persons or groups shall, on the 
grounds of race, color, creed, national origin, sex, age, or disability be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.

For more information about these programs and the respective application process, 
please contact Shirley Wilson Director, Public Transit Division, Mississippi Depart-
ment of Transportation at P. O. Box 1850, Mail Code 61-01, Jackson, MS 39215-1850 
or by telephone at (601) 359-7800, by fax at (601) 359-7777, or by email at swilson@
mdot.ms.gov.

The Public Transit Division has scheduled a 5311 application workshop on January 
16, 2013 and a 5310 application workshop on January 17, 2013 for all perspective 
applicants at the JSU Mississippi E-Center located at 1230 Raymond Rd, Jackson, 
MS 39204. The workshops will begin at 9:00 a.m. and will include discussions of each 
formula grant program as well as the local coordinated planning requirements. 
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DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm

Drivers CDL A Full-Time

Great Benefits! & 
Doubles Experience a Plus

1yr experience & clean MVR
Apply Online: www.nuway.com

Or Call 800-232-9243

Move-In Special $500 month. Call (601) 372-1080

S ARE AIRLINES ARE 

866-455-4317

HIRING
S ARE AIRLINE
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ATTENTION:
The Drugs GranuFlo® and NaturaLyte®

have been linked to increased risks of heart attacks, sudden 
cardiac death, cardiovascular death, pulmonary arrest and
other cardiovascular complications.

You should act now! For a free consultation, please call:
THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding Marc Boutwell
can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

If you were prescribed GranuFlo® or NaturaLyte® and have 
suffered from heart problems including heart attack and other
heart conditions, you may have a claim for damages.
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THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding Marc Boutwell
can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

If you were prescribed GranuFlo® or NaturaLyte® and have 
suffered from heart problems including heart attack and other
heart conditions, you may have a claim for damages.
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THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC
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AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
DRIVER - DAILY OR WEEKLY PAY.
$0.01 INCREASE PER MILE after 6
months and 12 months! Choose your
hometime. $0.03 Quarterly Bonus.
Requires 3 months recent experience.
800-414-9569. www.driveknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A TEAM WITH TOTAL!
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solo Drivers
Also Needed. 1 year experience required.
800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or 7307.
www.TotalMS.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
START THE NEW YEAR with a Great
CDL Driving Career! Experienced Drivers
and Recent Grads - Excellent Benefits,
Weekly Hometime, Paid Training. 888-
362-8608. AverittCareers.com Equal
Opportunity Employer.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

DIVORCE with or without children
$125. Includes name change and prop-
erty settlement agreement. SAVE hun-
dreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-733-
7165  24/7. 
SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR FHA LOANS
CLOSED PRIOR TO MAY 2009. Low
rates, no appraisal, no income documen-
tation, 580+ score. 601-823-3901.
Company Lic # 63734.

WANTED: MOVIE POSTERS. Seeking
large quantities of pre-1950 movie
posters of all types and other memorabil-
ia for museum and personal collection. In
your area early January. Email
presto434343@yahoo.com or call 770-
502-0028. References available.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

Wa n t e d  To  B u y

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of January 6, 2013

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

1-888-604-3233
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

Place Your
Classified Ad In Over

100 Newspapers...
One Call, One Order,

One Check!
Call your local 

newspaper or MS Press
601-981-3060

Jan6_MCAN_REVISED
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



RG3 surgery repairs 
damage to ACL, LCL

Bonds, Clemens denied 
spot in Hall of Fame

Robert Griffin III had sur-
gery to repair two ligaments 
in his troublesome right knee 
January 9.

The Washington Redskins 
quarterback had his knee re-
paired by orthopedist James 
Andrews in Florida. The doctor 
had already diagnosed a torn 
lateral collateral ligament in his 
right knee. Andrews also found 
and repaired damage found in 
Griffin’s ACL.

Now comes RG3’s next chal-
lenge: a race against time to get 
healthy before the beginning of 
next season.

Griffin’s recovery time will 
take several months at least but 
could extend into next season, 
depending on the extent of the 
damage. The process could also 
be speeded up because Griffin 
is known as a focused, deter-
mined competitor who would 
be expected to take his rehab as 

seriously as possible.
‘’Thank you for your prayers 

and support. I love God, my 
family, my team, the fans, and 
I love this game. See you guys 
next season,’’ Griffin tweeted 
before the surgery began.

Athletes generally need nine 
to 12 months to make a full 
recovery from a torn ACL, 
although Minnesota Vikings 
running back Adrian Peterson 
made a remarkable return this 
season about eight months af-
ter tearing an ACL - and nearly 
broke the NFL’s single-season 
rushing record.

Russ Paine, a physical thera-
pist in Houston who worked 
with Peterson during his rehab, 
said the running back’s time-
table for returning to competi-
tion was in fact ‘’pretty tradi-
tional.’’

“What’s non-traditional is 
him almost breaking the rush-
ing record,’’ Paine said in a 

phone interview.
Griffin reinjured his knee at 

least twice in Sunday’s playoff 
loss to the Seattle Seahawks, 
prompting a national debate 
over whether coach Mike Sha-
nahan endangered Griffin’s ca-
reer by not taking the team’s 
franchise player out of the 
game sooner.

The first major injury to the 
knee came in 2009, when Grif-
fin tore the ACL in the third 
game of the season while play-
ing for Baylor. Griffin missed 
the rest of the year but returned 
in 2010 and won the Heisman 
Trophy in 2011.

Griffin sprained the LCL last 
month when he was hit by Bal-
timore Ravens defensive tackle 
Haloti Ngata at the end of a 13-
yard scramble. Griffin missed 
one game and returned to play 
three more while wearing a 
bulky knee brace, his mobility 
clearly hindered.

Then, on Sunday, Griffin hurt 
the knee again as he fell awk-
wardly while throwing a pass 
in the first quarter against the 
Seahawks. He remained in the 
game, with Shanahan saying he 
trusted Griffin’s word that all 
was OK.

Griffin finally departed in the 
fourth quarter, after the knee 
buckled while he was trying to 
field a bad shotgun snap.

The No. 2 overall pick in last 
year’s draft, Griffin was one of 
several rookie quarterbacks to 
make an instant impact on the 
NFL this season. He set the 
league record for best season 
passer rating by a rookie QB 
and led the Redskins to their 
first NFC East title in 13 years.

But he also had to leave three 
games early due to injuries - 
two because of his knee and 
one because of a concussion - 
and missed a fourth altogether 
because of the knee.

Baseball writers didn’t elect Barry 
Bonds and Roger Clemens into the 
Hall of Fame January 9, making an 
apparent statement on their suspect-
ed use of performance-enhancing 
drugs.

In fact, they failed to elect anyone, 
something that has only happened 
eight times in the Hall’s history.

Since 1965, the only years the 
writers didn’t elect a candidate were 
when Yogi Berra topped the 1971 
vote by appearing on 67 percent of 
the ballots cast and when Phil Niekro 
headed the 1996 ballot at 68 percent. 
Both were chosen the following 
years when they achieved the 75 

percent necessary for election.
In the final results, Bonds received 

only 36.2 percent of the vote, while 
Clemens received 37.6 percent. 
Sammy Sosa got just 12.5 percent of 
the votes.

Craig Biggio, 20th on the career 
list with 3,060 hits, topped the 37 
candidates with 68.2 percent of the 
569 ballots, 39 shy of the 75 per-
cent needed. Among other first-year 
eligibles, Mike Piazza received 57.8 
percent and Curt Schilling 38.8.

Bonds, the seven-time Most Valu-
able Player who holds the lifetime 
and single-season record for home 
runs, and Clemens, a seven-time Cy 
Young Award winner who earned 

354 career victories, appeared to be 
statistical shoo-ins for admission in 
their first year of eligibility. How-
ever, the shadow of alleged steroid 
use made voting far more complex 
for members of the Baseball Writ-
ers’ Association of America, who 
charged by the Hall to make the an-
nual selections.

The BBWAA election rules say 
“voting shall be based upon the play-
er’s record, playing ability, integrity, 
sportsmanship, character, and contri-
butions to the team(s) on which the 
player played.”

Bonds has denied knowingly us-
ing performance-enhancing drugs 
and was convicted of one count of 

obstruction of justice for giving an 
evasive answer in 2003 to a grand 
jury investigating PEDs.

Clemens was acquitted of perjury 
charges stemming from congressio-
nal testimony during which he de-
nied using PEDs.

Sosa, who finished with 609 home 
runs, was among those who tested 
positive in MLB’s 2003 anonymous 
survey, The New York Times report-
ed in 2009. He told a congressional 

committee in 2005 that he never 
took illegal performance-enhancing 
drugs.

Three inductees were chosen 
last month by the 16-member panel 
considering individuals from the era 

before integration in 1946: Yankees 
owner Jacob Ruppert, umpire Hank 
O’Day and barehanded catcher Dea-
con White. They will be enshrined 
during a ceremony at Cooperstown  
July 28.

Griffin knee buckles

Griffin improvising on the run

Roger Clemens, left, was a seven-time Cy Young Award winner, while 
Barry Bonds, right, was a seven-time Most Valuable Player winner
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Saturday, Jan. 5, 2013 • Jackson, Miss.

Scenes from 2013 Mississippi Blues Marathon
(Winners, musicians, spectators, volunteers, and runners)

Photos By AyeshA K. MustAfAA
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Book Review:
“The king YeaRs: hisToRic MoMenTs 
in The civil RighTs MoveMenT”
BYTaYloR BRanch  
  c.2013, siMon & schusTeR                  
   $26.00 / $29.99 canada  •  211 pages

The situation had you flum-
moxed. You looked at it from 
every angle, knowing there had 
to be a way to understand. You 
thought about it until your head 
hurt. It was all right in front of 
you, but nothing made sense until 
somebody else showed you what 
was what. It just took a fresh pair 
of eyes. 

Sometimes, the familiar looks 
sharper from a different perspec-
tive. And in the new book “The 
King Years: Historic Moments in 
the Civil Rights Movement” by 
Taylor Branch, you’ll read a well-
known story from a new point of 
view.

It was somewhat of a Perfect 
Storm. In 1954, the Supreme 
Court made a decision on Brown 
v. Board of Education at about 
the same time Rosa Parks refused 
to relinquish her seat on a Mont-
gomery, Ala. bus. 

As if that wasn’t enough to 
make the time ripe for move-
ment, Martin Luther King Jr. had 
recently been drafted as president 
of a new protest committee. Just 
before giving a speech he’d been 
asked to present, he told a friend, 
“This could turn into something 
big.”

“He was 26,” said Branch, “and 
had not quite 12 years and four 
months to live.”

Students, wishing to do some-
thing for the growing movement, 
spontaneously (at first) began sit-
ins. Few of them made any impact 
initially, but one at a Woolworth’s 
in Greensboro, N.C. changed ev-
erything.

As this activity cascaded, vol-
unteers offered to relieve sitters 
while others organized to have 
sit-ins elsewhere, mostly in cities 
with Negro colleges. Non-violent 
protest was key to the sit-ins’ suc-
cess, and workshops were quickly 
formed to teach the students how 
to deal with everything crowds 
could throw (sometimes literally) 
at them. Arrests were made, and 
the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC) was 
founded.

By 1963, King had a court. 
Hollywood backed him. The 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) was behind 
him. The White House “leaned 
toward proposing a civil rights 
bill,” but there was still a ways to 
go. The FBI was secretly keeping 
records on him. 

State officials rationalized 
violence through archaic local 
laws, and Civil Rights workers 
put themselves in danger for the 
movement. Some faced certain 
beating. Others faced certain 
death. 

There’s more, of course, to this 
story and much of it has become 
abundantly familiar in the past 
50 years. What makes “The King 
Years” so different, though, is in 
the way the story’s told. 

Author Taylor Branch spent 24 
years writing a three-book his-
tory on America during the Civil 
Rights Movement and said in 
his preface that he prefers to tell 
“stories of impact” in “narrative 
detail.” This means that, instead 
of getting a dry dates-and-events 
history book, readers are gifted 
with glimpses of life and “histori-
cally significant” events, present-
ed almost in the form of a novel. 

That makes this book very ac-
cessible for veterans of the Move-
ment, youngsters who weren’t 
born yet, and for students of this 
subject. So if you’re looking this 
week for fresh reflection on a tu-
multuous period of time, find this. 
For you, “The King Years” looks 
good at any angle. Read it on your 
Dr. King day off from work and 
school.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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Ok, “Django Unchained” the 
movie is one thing, but “Django 
Unchained” action figures/collect-
ables is a whole ‘nother matter’ 
as far as Project Islamic Hope’s 
Najee Ali and a coalition of African 
America community leaders are 
concerned.

They’re calling for a boycott of 
the “Djano Unchained” collect-
ables at a press conference held 
January 8.

If you haven’t heard, as the Daily 
Beast’s Karu Daniels reported, the 
“National Entertainment Collect-
ibles Association, Inc. (NECA), in 

tandem with the Weinstein Com-
pany, announced a full line of 
consumer products based on char-
acters from the movie. First up are 
pose-able eight-inch action figures 
with tailored clothing, weaponry, 
and accessories in the likeness of 
characters played by Foxx, Kerry 
Washington, Samuel L. Jackson, 
Leonardo DiCaprio, James Remar 
and Christoph Waltz. The dolls 
are currently on sale via Amazon.
com.”

In a press release, NECA presi-
dent Joel Weinshanker said the 
company was “very excited to 
bring the stellar cast of ‘Django’ to 

life and honored to be working with 
another Tarantino masterpiece.”

Well, to put it simply, Ali and 
community leaders are not excited 
about the prospect of the “Django” 
cast being brought to life.

“Selling slaves as action figures 
is a slap in the face of our ances-
tors. Tarantino and Weinstein didn’t 
have action figures for their movie 
“Inglorious Basterds” because they 
know the Jewish community would 
never allow it and the African-
American community shouldn’t 
allow anyone to disrespect our an-
cestors,” stated Najee Ali, director 
of Project Islamic Hope.
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Boycott of ‘Django 
Unchained’ action 
figures announced

‘Bachelor’ Sean tells Robyn 
‘my last girlfriend was black’Allen Iverson wants new 

judge in divorce case
According to an Eurweb news-

wire released Wednesday, Jan. 9, 
Entertainment Weekly has an ex-
clusive preview of next episode 
of “The Bachelor,” in which star 
Sean tells one of the show’s three 
African American contestants 
that his last girlfriend was black.

EW pointed out the irony of 
the conversation, considering 
this current season is the first to 
air since the show was sued for 
discrimination last year and also 
the first to feature a black female 
contestant since Matt Grant’s sea-
son in 2008.

In the preview clip, Robyn 

Howard - a.k.a. the 
one who fell on her 
head while trying 
to do a back flip - 
asks Sean about 
this season’s sur-
prising increase in 
diversity and if he 
is even attracted to 
black women.

“This is the best 
question I’ve got-
ten all night,” Sean 
answered. “People look at me, 
blond hair and blue eyes, and 
they assume he probably goes for 
white girls who are blond. Hon-
estly, physically, I don’t have a 

type.”
He goes on to point out that 

he’s dated women in many races, 
and that his last girlfriend was 
black

Allen Iverson refuses to 
get screwed over while he 
goes through a divorce, 
claiming the judge current-
ly on his case isn’t fair.

His camp said the judge 
does unethical legal favors 
for campaign contributors 
and doesn’t want the same 
results Usher’s wife was 
forced to endure.

TMZ reports that Iverson 
filed a motion last month, 
asking for the judge to re-
cuse herself from the case, 

alleging that she’s accepted 
campaign donations from 
his estranged wife’s attor-
ney. Besides that, the judge 
has a particularly shady 
track record.

Incidentally, Usher’s at-
torney, during that brutally 
ugly divorce between the 
singer and Tameka Ray-
mond, is now the rep for 
Iverson’s ex.

Iverson said the Judge’s 
decision to rip all custody 
rights from Tameka was a 
biased decision. Iverson

Sean and Robyn

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

‘Django Unchained’ action figures/collectables
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January 9 - 15, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FRESH

GROUND
CHUCK

3  LBS.  MORE...  PER  LB.

$299

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$169

SMALL  FRYER

THIGHS  OR
DRUMSTICKS

FAMILY  PACK... PER  LB.

$119
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

RUMP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$379

FRESH  LEAN

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$269

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM  ROUND
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK... PER  LB.

$399

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

CUBE
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK... PER  LB.

$399

FRESH  THIN  BREAKFAST

PORK  
CHOPS

PER  LB.

$289

COOK'S

SMOKED  HAM
SHANK  PORTION

PER  LB.

$129

FROZEN

BANQUET
DINNERS

4.66 - 10 - OZ.

$100

COKE PRODUCTS
20  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

$599

ASSORTED

PROGRESSO
SOUPS

18.5 - 19 - 0Z.

4/$5

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

MEDIUM  EGGS
DOZEN ...................................... 

2/$3
BLUE  BONNET

MARGARINE
1 - LB.  QTRS. ............................. 88¢

FRESH  FROZEN

BABY  LIMAS
2 - LB.  BAG ................................ 

$299

ASSORTED  

GRANDS  BISCUIT
16.3 - 17.3 - OZ. ............................ 

$100

ASSORTED

YOPLAIT  YOGURT
6  OZ. ........................................ 

2/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

ORANGE  JUICE
64 - OZ. .....................................

2/$4
PEPPERIDGE  FARMS

TEXAS  TOAST
9.5 - 11.25  OZ. ............................  

$299

MEAT  OR  FRUIT

BANQUET
POT  PIES
7 - OZ. ......................................  

4/$3
ASSORTED

BANQUET  
DINNERS
4.66 - 10 - OZ. .............................  

$100

ASSORTED

TOTINO'S  
PIZZA
9.8 - 10 - OZ. ...............................  

4/$5

piggly wiggly

RED  DELICIOUS  OR  FUJI

WASHINGTON
APPLES

PER  LB.

$100

SWEET

FLORIDA  
STRAWBERRIES

PER  LB.

$299
FRESH

BROCCOLI
CROWNS

POUND

$129

FRESH EXPRESS

SALAD
MIX

12 - OZ.

$100

MOUNTAIN  KING

JUMBO  RUSSET
POTATOES

8  LB.  BAG

$249

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


