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The W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
(WKKF) held a reception Friday, 
Feb. 1, 2013, with the Missis-
sippi Children’s Museum as the 
venue, where its officials came to 
town to launch the opening of the 
Foundation’s Jackson office, at 
Capital Towers, 125 S. Congress.

Among those speaking at the 
well attended reception were 
Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr.; Ster-
ling K. Speirn, president and CEO 
of WKKF; La June Montgomery 
Tabron, executive vice presi-
dent of operaions and treasurer 
of WKKF; and William Buster, 
director of WKKF’s Mississippi 
and New Orleans programs.

In the audience were many 
representatives of WKKF grant-
ees from New Orleans, Biloxi, 
Jackson and other areas across 
the state. One grantee, the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund Southern 
Region office, with director Oleta 
Fitzgerald, has offices in Missis-
sippi and New Orleans.

Buster will live in Jackson and 
will staff the Jackson office from 

local talent. “Do not come look-
ing for me at the office. This is a 
fluid operation and I will be mov-
ing about,” said Buster. The new 
site serves as the regional office 
for Mississippi and New Orleans.

WKKF has partnered with or-
ganizations in Mississippi and 
New Orleans for more than 40 
and 10 years, respectively, with a 
shared vision of positive change 
for vulnerable children, families 
and communities.

Buster explained that the new 

office will enable greater commu-
nication, coordination and collab-
oration with the local community 
by a dedicated Mississippi and 
New Orleans team. 

“The W.K. Kellogg Founda-
tion is committed to supporting 
local community organizations 
as they work toward improving 
the lives of children in Missis-
sippi and New Orleans for at least 

Mississippi Department of Correc-
tions Commissioner Christopher B. 
Epps was sworn in on Monday, Jan. 
28, 2013, as the 102nd president of 
the American Correctional Associa-
tion (ACA). He is a native of Tchula, 
Mississippi.

The ACA, founded in 1870 as the 
National Prison Association, is the 
oldest and largest international cor-
rectional association in the world. 
The organization has more than 
20,000 members from 60 countries.

Epps will lead the organization for 
two years. “This is an honor for Com-
missioner Epps and brings distinction 
to our state,” Mississippi Gov. Phil 
Bryant said. “I appreciate the hard 
work and dedication of the commis-
sioner and all of the Department of 
Corrections staff.”

Epps, in his 11th year as Missis-
sippi’s corrections chief, is uniquely 
qualified to assume the helm of this 
premier corrections organization. He 
is the longest serving commissioner 
in MDOC history.

He was first appointed by then-
Democratic Gov. Ronnie Musgrove 
Aug. 30 2002, and reappointed Jan. 
13 2004, by then Republican Gov. 
Haley Barbour, who served two 
terms. Republican Gov. Phil Bryant 
reappointed him on Jan. 11, 2012.

Epps is a nationally recognized 
leader in corrections. Through his 
leadership, Mississippi has become a 
model for corrections reform.

During his watch, the department 
has become number one in correc-
tions reform, drawing visitors both 
from within and outside of the United 
States to discuss administrative seg-
regation, commonly known as soli-
tary confinement and Managed Ac-
cess in dealing with illicit cell phones.

Mississippi’s recidivism rate has 
been reduced from 30.3 percent to 
27.6 percent in the last three years, 
one of the lowest in the nation, while 
the national recidivism rate is 52 
percent over a three-year period. Ad-
ditionally, even though the national 
average to incarcerate an inmate is 
$65.41 per inmate/per day, Missis-
sippi enjoys one of the lowest costs 
per inmate day: $41.51.

“Commissioner Epps will be 
viewed as the ambassador for our 
state as ACA president,” Mississippi 
State Senator Willie Simmons said.

Simmons believes that the state 
will greatly benefit from Epps tenure 
as president of ACA. He said that 
Epps will be able to work at the na-
tional level, set policy and work with 
national leaders to bring benefits to 
Mississippi.

“I am delighted and really excited 
about this,” Simmons said. He said 

he believes Epps will be able to bring 
regional and national conferences, 
meetings and funding sources to Mis-
sissippi.

Reacting to the swearing in of 
Epps, Dennis Martin, president of 
Premier, a Mississippi-based tech-
nology company said, “Commis-
sioner Epps has provided an open 
door policy for us to discuss and 
refine technological innovations for 
the corrections industry. His heart 
for cutting-edge technologies and 
streamlined operational efficiencies 
will enable President Epps to lead the 
ACA to even higher standards.”

The Board of Trustees of State 
Institutions of Higher Learning an-
nounced recently the selection of Dr. 
Rodney D. Bennett as ‘the preferred 
candidate for the presidency of the 
University of Southern Mississippi.’ 
Bennett has a wealth of experience in 
higher education and currently serves 
as the Vice President for Student Af-
fairs for the University of Georgia in 
Athens. The final selection will be 
made Thurs., Feb. 7, 2013. 

“With a student-centered approach 
grounded in experience in all facets 
of the university, Dr. Bennett brings 
a tremendous depth of knowledge 
of higher education, its challenges 
and how to meet the challenges to 
help more students succeed in the 
classroom and beyond,” said Ed 
Blakeslee, president of the Board 
of Trustees of State Institutions of 
Higher Learning. “I believe the 
Board of Trustees has made an excel-
lent choice for the next leader of the 

University of Southern Mississippi”
However, according to Associated 

Press writer Jeff Amy, for many this 
is more than just a potential appoint-
ment. Bennett being considered for 
this post is a marker in African Amer-
ican and Mississippi history.

Amy wrote, “More than 50 years 
ago, the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi rejected a chance to admit 
a black man and end segregation in 
the state’s higher education system. 
Today, the school is likely to become 
the first of Mississippi’s historically 
white public universities to be led by 
a black man.”

The AP reported Bennett’s re-
sponse in a phone interview to the 
announcement: “I think the trajectory  
the university is on lends itself to a 
possibility of changing the trajectory 
of higher education in Mississippi 
and the South.”

The focus, however, has been on 
Bennett’s ability to mend USM’s 
strained finances, raise private mon-

ey and recruit new students, not his 
skin color.

“We selected Dr. Bennett for his 
leadership abilities,” Blakeslee said. 
“He’s a man of integrity. We under-
stand the significance, but it wasn’t a 
factor in the decision.”

The AP reported that higher edu-
cation historian David Sansing said it 
was important not to miss Bennett’s 
place in history. “It is one more sig-
nificant example of how Mississippi 
has changed,” said the retired Uni-
versity of Mississippi professor.

Sansing related that Clyde Ken-
nard, a black Korean War veteran, 
unsuccessfully tried to enroll at what 
was then called Mississippi Southern 
College three times in the 1950s. To 
end his threat to white society, offi-
cials ultimately trumped up charges 
that he stole $15 of chicken feed 
and sentenced him to seven years in 
Parchman penitentiary.

Kennard fell ill with cancer and 
was released from prison, dying in 

1963, months after James Meredith 
became the first black person to en-
roll at the University of Mississippi, 
breaking the state’s color barrier in 
higher education.

Despite the resonance with Missis-

(L - R) JPS board member Beneta Burt, WKKF Mississippi/New 
Orleans director William Buster and Mayor Harvey L. Johnson Jr.
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With 100 percent of the pre-
cincts reporting, two of the nine 
candidates in the race for the 
Senate District 28 seat will be 
returning to the polls on Tues-
day, Feb. 26, 2013, in a run-off 
election to declare a winner for 
the position left vacant by the 
death of Senator Alice Harden.

Unofficial results show that 
Marshand Crisler edged out op-
ponents, Sollie B. Norwood and 
Tamara Grace Butler, by a close 
margin to lead the trio in the spe-
cial election poll results Feb. 5, 
2013.

Crisler received 25 percent 
of the vote; Norwood received 
23 percent of the vote; and But-
ler received 22 percent of the 
vote.

All candidates are deeply 
rooted in their communities.

Crisler, a democrat who 
serves as a board member of the 
State Democrat Executive Com-
mittee, is active in several civic 
organizations. Currently work-
ing on his Ph.D at Jackson State 
University, Crisler received 

his master’s 
and bachelor’s 
degrees from 
JSU.

N o r w o o d , 
who is run-
ning as a non-
partisan candi-
date, received 
his master’s 
and bachelor’s 
degrees from 
Jackson State 
University and 
attended the 
University of 
Miss i ss ipp i .  
He is a for-
mer president/
member of the 
Board of Trust-
ees for Jackson 
Public Schools.

Butler, the 
niece of the late 
Senator Hard-
en, is a demo-
crat. She is a lifelong Jacksonian 
who was educated in Jackson 
Public Schools, at Alcorn State 
University and the University of 
Southern Mississippi.

Senate 28 race unsettled; 
run-off scheduled
By Daphne Higgins
Contributing Writer

Demonstrates commitment to Mississippi’s 
and New Orleans’ vulnerable children
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By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

By Lonnie Ross
Online Editor

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Crisler

Norwood

Butler



2 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comFebruary 7 - 13, 2013

During Black History Month discover 
more Mississippi history

Whether you are a visitor or a resident of the state, Mississippi 
invites you to immerse yourself in the “history of the true South” 
during the month of February. “The past truly comes alive in 
Mississippi,” said Malcolm White, director of the Mississippi 
Development Authority’s Tourism Division. “From the state’s 
Civil War and Civil Rights legacy to our Native American culture, 
Mississippi features historical sites and attractions all across the 
state.  

African American heritage is showcased at festivals, museums 
and attractions throughout Mississippi, including the home of 
Civil Rights leader Medgar Evers in Jackson and markers for the 
expanding Mississippi Freedom Trail around the state. 

“Whether you want an authentic experience featuring a battle 
reenactment or prefer to rock away the hours listening to stories 
of days gone by on a porch swing, it’s all here as Mississippians 
share our rich heritage with visitors.”

From antebellum homes and Civil War sites at Baldwyn, 
Brice’s Crossroads, Corinth, Columbus, Vicksburg, Natchez and 
Port Gibson to the Natchez Trace Parkway and its visitors’ center 
in Tupelo, you’ll find history preserved and celebrated across the 
entire state.

The history of the Choctaw Indians in Mississippi dates back 
to the early 1500s. Today, the Choctaw Indian Reservation covers 
35,000 acres of tribal lands in 10 Mississippi counties.

The Civil Rights 
Movement

The Medgar Evers 
Family Home, at 2332 
Margaret Walker Alexander 
Drive, in Jackson is open 
for tours all year round, 

including Black History Month. The house was built for the family 
in 1957. At the time it was built, it was the only house on the street 
with no front door. Evers thought it would be safer if the entrance 
to the house was adjacent to the carport. He was gunned down in 
the driveway of his home on June 12, 1963.

The Mississippi 
Freedom Trail has nine 
markers that honor those 
pivotal to the Civil Rights 
Movement including 
Fannie Lou Hamer in 
Ruleville.  Travelers to 
Mississippi will be moved 
by the enduring spirit 
that conquered so many 

trials in Mississippi’s past. 
This rich culture of faith, music and food, along with unshakable 
determination, is tightly woven into and inseparable from the story 
of Mississippi.

One of the best places to capture this intense heritage is at 
Mississippi’s African American cultural center, the Smith Robertson 
Museum in Jackson. It’s an ideal place where you can embrace 
the heritage of a people who have forever changed the history of 
Mississippi and the rest of the nation.

With nine markers to date and more to come this year, the 
Mississippi Freedom Trail commemorates the bravery and 
courage of the men and women who fought for freedom and 

justice and is designed to educate the public about Mississippi’s 
Civil Rights heritage. 

The Freedom Trail markers in Jackson and other locations 
around the state represent an evolving complement to other 
heritage sites, like the Freedom Summer Trail in Hattiesburg, a 
driving tour of 16 historic sites of Freedom Summer 1964 and the 
Civil Rights Movement.

The Civil War
Some of the fiercest and bloodiest battles of the Civil War were 

fought on Mississippi’s soil. Walking through the state’s museums 
and among the Civil War sites and landmarks is the only way to 
truly capture the essence of that conflict. You can gain a firsthand 
look at a part of Mississippi’s past while also learning more about 
pivotal battles and the people who took part in them.

Architectural treasures still stand, providing a glimpse of how 
luxuriously some Mississippians lived in the pre-war era and the 
opulent lifestyles that came to an end. Among these historical 
structures are the intricate Longwood, the largest octagonal 
house in America; Rosalie, where you can witness the grandeur 
of Mississippi’s past through an informative tour by knowledgeable 
costumed guides; and Beauvoir, Confederate president Jefferson 
Davis’ former home. 

Other Mississippi museums, historical homes and Civil War 
sites and landmarks are located throughout the state. Mississippi 
State University’s Library and collection of Ulysses S. Grant, the 
Vicksburg National Military Park and Corinth Interpretive Center 
near Shiloh National Military Park are two other must-sees for 
history buffs.

The year 2013 continues the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War, 
and Mississippi is home to many of the Civil War Sesquicentennial 
activities and events being planned through 2015. The Civil War 
Trust lists 39 Mississippi sites on its Civil War Discovery Trail. The 
website, www.mscivilwar150.com, is an excellent resource for up-
to-the-minute details about Civil War-related activities happening 
around the state.

Native American Heritage

Another crucial ingredient to Mississippi history is the life 
of Native Americans. The word “Mississippi” is in fact a Native 
American word that means “Father of Waters.” Rich in plants 
yielding roots, nuts, berries and herbs, as well as a plentiful 
population of deer, bear, buffalo and fish, Mississippi was a 
comfortable home to a greater variety of tribes and had a higher 
Indian population than any other Southern state.

The Emerald Mound in Natchez is the second largest 
ceremonial mound in the U.S. and speaks to the history of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. The Choctaw Indians 
maintain a proud presence in the state. The tribe’s casino in 
Neshoba County mixes easily with its heritage. The famous 
Choctaw baskets, as well as other Choctaw crafts, can be found 
at the casino shop. 

The state’s 13 Welcome Centers offer a glimpse into 
Mississippi’s cultural heritage through visual displays, costume 
exhibits and resources like maps, tour guides, photographs and 
brochures to point visitors in the direction of discovery. 

February is the perfect month to experience it all. For more 
information, visit www.VisitMississippi.org  or call 866-SEE-MISS. 

T h e  M o n i c a  L a n d  R e p o r t
from around the state

Photo by Monica Land

Marshand 
Crisler

Candidate, 
Senate District 28

my sincere thanks to the voters in 
senate District 28 for allowing me to 
continue to fight to represent your 
interests at the state Capitol! as we 
continue to celebrate black history 
month, let us remember the famous 
words of Dr. martin luther king, Jr., 
“Our lives begin and end when we 
become silent about the things that 
matter.” let your voice be heard 
by coming back out to vote in the 
runoff election for senate District 28 
on Feb. 26. 

paid for by the committee to elect marshand Crisler 
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Celebrating Kellogg Foundation opening Jackson 
Office with Reception at MS Children’s Museum

Photos By ayesha k. mustafaa
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As attention goes to Valen-
tine’s Day, Attorney General 
Jim Hood reminds Mississip-
pians that February is “Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness 
and Prevention Month.” 

He also highlights the re-
sources available at the At-
torney General’s Office. 
National statistics show that 
one in three adolescent girls 
in the United States is a vic-
tim of physical, emotional or 
verbal abuse from a dating 
partner.

“Domestic violence is 
a learned behavior,” said 
Hood.  “If we don’t inter-
vene, statistics show that 
boys and girls who are ex-
posed to violence in their 
homes are statistically much 
more likely than children 
who aren’t to become abus-
ers or victims as adults.  

“It is my hope that, 

through our awareness and 
prevention efforts, we can 
help our young people learn 
how to develop healthy rela-
tionships and improve these 
alarming statistics.”

Teen dating violence sta-
tistics also show that:
• Youth who experience 

physical violence in a dat-
ing relationship are more 
likely to use drugs and al-
cohol, attempt suicide and 
carry patterns of abuse into 
future relationships.

• Females between the ages 
of 16 and 24 are more vul-
nerable to intimate partner 
violence than any other 
age group, experiencing 
abuse at almost triple the 
national average.

• Only 33 percent of teens 
who are in abusive rela-
tionships tell anyone.

• 81 percent of parents ei-
ther believe teen dating 

violence is not an issue or 
admit they do not know if 
it is.
To combat the problem, the 

Attorney General’s office’s 
Domestic Violence Division 
and the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education have been 
working in partnership to 
establish healthy relation-
ship education programs in 
schools around the state. 

Additionally, the Attorney 
General’s office has devel-
oped a prevention resource, 
a brochure called Dating 
Violence, which is available 
free of charge on the website, 
www.agjimhood.com, under 
the forms/publications link.

The brochure explains 
what dating violence is, how 
to know if you are in an abu-
sive relationship and what 
to do if you think you are in 
such an unhealthy relation-
ship. 

Human trafficking is the selling 
of people for profit. Traffickers sell 
people for forced labor, involun-
tary servitude and prostitution. Hu-
man trafficking is the same thing 
as slavery: work for no compensa-
tion under the threat of violence. 

Some prefer the term “slavery” 
because it accurately defines what 
is happening and carries an emo-
tional weight that the term “human 
trafficking” doesn’t convey. 

Whichever word is used, the 
crimes are horrifying, devastating 
and immoral. Human trafficking 
has become prevalent because it’s 
very profitable. People can be sold 
again and again, while drugs or 
guns can only be sold once.

Jackson, the state capital, and 
the Gulf Coast are hubs for human 
trafficking, the latter because Inter-
state 10 passes through the state. 
Sex slavery, currently the number 
two crime in the United States, is 
expected to take the number one 

position by 2014. 
A victim earns a trafficker $500 

to $1,000 a day.  Here’s the math: 
if a trafficker has five, six or seven 
girls they are trafficking, they will 
earn up to $1,392,000 tax-free 
money every year.

Federal and state authorities are 
providing resources and working 
with Advocates For Freedom to 
help rescue youngsters from sex 
slavery.

The community will learn more 
on  Awareness to Human Traffick-

ing, Sunday, Feb. 24, 2013, 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., at Greater Antioch Bap-
tist Church, 175 Richardson Dr. 
Organizers encourage the entire 
family (including children) to at-
tend, so they can be informed of a 
tragedy happening in “their back-
yard.”

The mother of a victim here in 
Jackson will speak and answer 
general questions. For more in-
formation, call Tedessa Burns at 
601-260-4685 or Lovia Granger at 
601-597-3833.

(AP) - Mississippi State Rep. 
Joe Gardner (D-Batesville) died 
Monday, Feb. 4, 2013. He was 68. 
Gardner served in the 122-member 
House since 2007 and was chair-
man of the House Ethics Com-
mittee. He represented District 11, 
which included parts of Panola and 
Tate counties.  His current four-year 
term started in January 2012. 

Speaker of the House Philip 
Gunn announced Rep. Joe Gard-
ner’s passing, issuing a statement. 
“Lisa and I are deeply shocked and 
saddened by the untimely passing 
of Rep. Gardner,” said Gunn. “He 
was a fine man who was well-liked 
by everyone here. He was one of the 
kindest members. Our prayers are 
with his family during this time.”

Rickey Cole, Chairman of the 
Mississippi Democratic Party, said 
in a statement, “On behalf of all 
Mississippi Democrats, I express 
both gratitude and sympathy to the 
family and loved ones of Dr. Joe C. 

Gardner, who was called to be with 
his Lord earlier today.  

“Dr. Gardner was a beloved ser-
vant of God and his fellow man, 
and our state is a poorer place in 
his absence.  Dr. Gardner brought 
a profound sense of Christian mis-
sion to his work as a state legislator. 
And his record stands as a testament 
to his abiding faith.” 

A statement from House Demo-
cratic Caucus Leader Bobby Moak 
(D-Bogue Chitto) read: “Joe Gard-
ner was truly everybody’s friend.  
Always ready with a kind word and 
handshake, Joe could tell you ‘No’ 
and you would like it.”

“Gardner was well-respected 
because he carried himself with 
dignity and considered all sides of 
issues that were debated in the Leg-
islature,” said Sen. Kenny Wayne 
Jones, D-Canton, chairman of the 
Legislative Black Caucus.

“He was a role model to most of 
the young legislators because he 
was very dependable,” Jones told 

AP.
The Panolian newspaper in 

Batesville reported that Gardner 
had spoken early Monday at a 
legislative breakfast in Senato-
bia. Gardner died of “an apparent 
heart attack,” said Madison Drake, 
spokeswoman for Tri-Lakes Medi-
cal Center in Batesville. 

He was a Vietnam veteran and 
was chaplain at Tri-Lakes Medical 
Center. He was also an associate 
pastor of Macedonia Missionary 
Baptist Church.

Gov. Phil Bryant will set a special 
election to fill Gardner’s seat but is 
not expected to do so until after a 
funeral is held. The three-month 
legislative session is scheduled to 
end April 7.

Gardner is the second House 
member to die in the past month. 
Democratic Rep. David Gibbs of 
West Point died Jan. 13. Two Dem-
ocratic state senators, Bennie Turn-
er of West Point and Alice Harden 
of Jackson, died in late 2012.

February is Teen Dating 
Violence Awareness and 
Prevention Month

Human trafficking in 
Mississippi’s backyard?

Mississippi Rep. Joe 
Gardner dies at 68

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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The late 

Joseph 
Gardner  

Mississippi State 
Representative 

We pay tribute to 
Joseph Gardner, our 
family member  and 
our friend,  for his 

dedicated service to his 
community and the 
state of Mississippi. 

The J. T. Roberson Family 
– Sardis, MS
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As part of its charitable giving 
program, “jcp cares,” JC Penney 
is inviting its customers to round 
up their purchases in February 
to the nearest whole dollar and 
donate the difference to benefit 
Dress for Success, an organiza-
tion that promotes the economic 
independence of disadvantaged 
women by providing profession-

al attire, a network of support and 
the career development tools to 
help women thrive in work and 
in life.

Through its dedicated services 
and programs, Dress for Success 
addresses every phase of a wom-
an’s career - from being unem-
ployed and searching, to recently 
employed and adjusting, to gain-
fully employed and succeeding.

“A cornerstone component 
of Dress for Success is the idea 
of people helping people  - that 
we must all work together to 
succeed. One of the best things 
about this partnership with JC 
Penney is that it calls the com-
munity into action,” said Joi 
Gordon, CEO of Dress for Suc-
cess Worldwide.

“Anyone and everyone can 

play a role in helping an unem-
ployed woman enter the work-
force, which we know helps her, 
her family, her community and 
our economy.

“We recognize that there are an 
immeasurable number of obsta-
cles that women face in today’s 
economic climate, and with JC 
Penney’s support, we will be able 
to expand the assistance we pro-
vide to more than 65,000 women 
each year to overcome them,” 
Gordon added.

The Dress for Success Met-
ro Jackson affiliate, located in 
the Jackson Medical Mall, 350 
Woodrow Wilson Blvd., Suite 
3410, will be the recipient of 
donations made through stores 
across the state of Mississippi.

While “jcp cares” is an estab-
lished charitable program, this 
partnership with Dress for Suc-
cess will be the first time that 
shoppers will be able to round 
up their purchases on jcp.com, 
allowing consumers throughout 
the country to easily give support 
to Dress for Success when shop-
ping online.

“We are thrilled to be sup-
porting Dress for Success this 
month,” said Miki Woodard, 
president of jcp cares and vice 
president of philanthropy at JC 
Penney.

“Today more than 7.3 percent 
of adult women are still unem-
ployed. By rounding up their 
purchases, JC Penney shoppers 
will have a personal hand in 
helping disadvantaged women 
take the next step in their path 
toward professional fulfillment 
and, ultimately, economic inde-
pendence.”

JC Penney cus-
tomers can also 
support Dress for 
Success through 
the Facebook so-
cial game, WeTo-
pia.

Also customers 
can make dona-
tions to Dress for 
Success online at 
jcp.com/jcpcares 
and find more in-
formation about 
JC Penney’s phil-
anthropic commit-
ments.

Dress for Success is an interna-
tional not-for-profit organization.

Since starting operations in 
1997, it has expanded to more 
than 120 cities in 13 countries. 
To date, Dress for Success has 
helped more than 650,000 wom-
en work toward self-sufficiency.

Visit www.dressforsuccess.org 
to learn more.

For the Metro Jackson affiliate, 
visit www.dressforsuccessmet-
rojackson.org, email Jackson@
dressforsuccess.org.

The legacy of JC Penney geban 
more than a century ago when  
James Cash Penney founded his 
company on the principle of the 
Golden Rule - treat others the 
way you’d like to be treated, “fair 
and square.”

His legacy continues to this 
day, as J. C. Penney Company, 
Inc. (NYSE: JCP) transforms the 
retail experience across 1,100 
stores and jcp.com.

For more information, visit 
jcp.com.

Dress for Success and JC Penney encourage 
shoppers to “round up” purchases in February
Mississippi stores’ donations going to Dress for Success Metro Jackson affiliate
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Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 
complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

Dress for Success clients are provided with a network of support to help 
improve their professional and family life.

Dress for Success clients display a renewed sense 
of confidence.

The Mississippi Link Newswire



sippi’s racial history, those who chose 
Bennett are looking ahead, reported 
the AP. “He’s about fixing Southern 
Miss. He’s about literally taking us 
to the top,” Student Government As-
sociation President Jazmyne Butler 
said, echoing the school’s battle cry 
of “Southern Miss to the top.”

Butler, a senior from Vicksburg, 
Miss., is herself black. She repre-
sents the diverse presence at a school 
where black enrollment has risen 
steadily over the last decade, and 
now makes up nearly 30 percent of 
students. “It’s an awesome feeling, 
especially me having been a part of 
this process, not knowing that was 
even an option,” Butler said.

Higher Education Commissioner 
Hank Bounds said Bennett was at-
tractive because of his experience 
managing money and large organiza-
tions. Bennett has worked in student 
administration his entire career. “The 
fact of the matter is he was the most 
qualified person for the job,” Bounds 
said. “He may have some obstacles 
he needs to overcome, but he will 
overcome those by just stepping in 
the room with people.”

At the University of Georgia, 
Bennett has been actively involved 
in all facets of student life, from im-

proving facilities to creating service 
learning opportunities and celebrat-
ing the spirit of diversity on campus. 
He has helped raise funds to enhance 
student life on campus and improved 
communications with faculty, staff, 
students and parents on the Athens 
campus and three UGA extended 
campuses.

He served as Chair of the UGA 
Athletic Association NCAA Re-
certification process, including the 
institutional self-study. He was a 
member of the on-site committee for 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools, reviewing compliance 
areas related to student life and stu-
dent affairs.

Bennett was recommended by the 
Board Search Committee, chaired by 
Trustee Robin Robinson, with input 
from the Campus Search Advisory 
Committee and the Interview Search 
Advisory Committee following care-
ful review of all applications and two 
rounds of interviews. He was chosen 
from among three finalists by the 
board that oversees all eight public 
universities. 

As Vice President for Student Af-
fairs, Bennett provides leadership in 
the design of student services and co-
curricular programs that emphasize 

experiential student learning. He has 
also provided leadership and over-
sight for approximately $150 million 
of Student Affairs construction proj-
ects, including expansion of the Tate 
Student Center, student housing fa-
cilities, the University Health Center 
and the Ramsey Center for Physical 
Activities and Club Sports Complex 
and improvements to the Greek letter 
houses.

“I am extremely proud to see an-
other University of Georgia vice 
president chosen to serve in a presi-
dential position,” said University of 
Georgia President Michael F. Adams.  
“UGA’s strength lies in the efforts of 
the entire team, and this selection 
speaks well of the expertise repre-
sented by that team. Rodney brings 
a breadth of experience, talent and 
dedication to his work.”

Bennett holds a Doctor of Edu-
cation Degree in Educational Ad-
ministration from Tennessee State 
University in Nashville, a Specialist 
in Education Degree and a Master 
of Education Degree in Educational 
Administration from Middle Tennes-
see State University in Murfreesboro, 
and a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Mass Communication from Middle 
Tennessee State.

Epps
Continued from page 1

In his remarks, after being sworn 
in, Epps said he will seek to get more 
agencies ACA accredited and to in-
crease the number of agencies receiv-
ing the ACA Golden Eagle award. 
Currently, Mississippi is one of 18 
recipients of the Golden Eagle, pre-
sented to those who have accredited 
every facet of their agency. MDOC is 
the 14th state correctional system in 
the nation to achieve this accomplish-
ment.

According to Epps, getting fully 
accredited in Mississippi saved the 
state millions of dollars and led to the 
dismissal of one of the lengthiest law-
suits in the country. Epps also said he 
wants to continue focusing on health 
care issues, more rehabilitation and 
less administrative segregation. He 
also plans to push for more re-entry 
programs. “It’s time to let the world 
know that corrections walks the 

toughest beat in town.”
Epps is an ACA auditor. He was 

elected in 2004 to the ACA Com-
mission on Accreditation, where he 
served for a four-year term. In 2006, 
he was appointed to the ACA Com-
mission on Accreditation Executive 
Board. In 2008, he was elected by the 
members as ACA Treasurer. In 2010, 
he was elected president elect of 
ACA. Both positions allowed him to 
serve on the ACA Executive Board.

In addition to his leadership with 
ACA, he is vice president of the As-
sociation of State Correctional Ad-
ministrators (ASCA) and was ASCA 
treasurer.   Epps said, “My experience 
and success in corrections will help 
me to not only be an effective leader 
for ACA but also will help my state 
stay on the forefront of current mat-
ters in criminal justice.”

Epps started his career with the 

Department of Corrections in 1982 
as a correctional officer at the Missis-
sippi State Penitentiary at Parchman.
Simmons said that he was Epps’ su-
pervisor when they both worked in 
corrections. “I know his family, and 
we have a great personal and profes-
sional relationship.”

Epps received an honorable dis-
charge from the Mississippi National 
Guard in March 2008, when he 
retired as a lieutenant colonel, hav-
ing served in the armed forces since 
1984.

In December 2012, he was hon-
ored as the nation’s Outstanding Cor-
rections Commissioner for 2011 with 
the Michael Francke Award from the 
ASCA.

He was also named one of the “50 
Most Influential African Americans 
in Mississippi” by BlackMississippi.
com.

Southern Miss
Continued from page 1

Kellogg
Continued from page 1

a generation,” said Buster. “We 
make this commitment because 
we know that real and durable 
change requires long-term sup-
port, and importantly, must come 
from within the community.”

The Kellogg Foundation sup-
ports nearly 100 organizations in 
the Mississippi and New Orleans 
region with a financial investment 
of more than $90 million. Cur-
rent grants in Mississippi are con-
centrated in Jackson, Sunflower 
County and the Biloxi area; all 
focused on removing the barriers 
faced by many of Mississippi’s 
children, especially children of 
color. In New Orleans, foundation 
work is focused in the Central City.

“We couldn’t be more pleased 
that the W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
is locating their regional office 
in Jackson,” said Mayor Harvey 
Johnson Jr. “The foundation does 
important work and has proven to 
be an invaluable partner for our 
community.  We look forward to 
an even closer relationship now 
and we welcome them to the Capi-
tal City.”

Speirn said at the reception that 
the opening of the Jackson office 
is one of his biggest accomplish-
ments. During this visit to Jackson, 

he met with Gov. Phil Bryant and 
Lt. Gov. Reeves, noting the state’s 
priority in allocating money for 
early childhood education.

Speirn said, “We are not dazzled 
by big names. What we want is to 
have money flow to change the 
world. We have made a commit-
ment for at least another genera-
tion to be in Mississippi.”

WKKF Executive Vice Presi-
dent for Operations and Treasurer 
La June Montgomery Tabron has 
roots in Clarksdale, Mississippi, 
with her parents. “By opening lo-
cal offices, we are both confirming 
our commitment to work in this 
region and creating a structure in 
which we can be most responsive 
to local efforts,” said Tabron.

“We are transparent,” she add-
ed. “It is for the kids in education, 
family and health. We have to have 
measureable outcomes and work 
for racial equity, to remove obsta-
cles that impede helping children.

Another major project to be 
funded by WKKF is the Boys of 
Color project with RFPs soon to be 
announced. “Boys of color lag be-
hind all other sectors of society – 
behind white girls and black girls. 
It will be termed the ‘Call Me Mr.’ 
program,” announced Tabron.

Buster related that “children live 
in communities – not in programs, 
not in buildings and not in schools. 
Our charge is to fund programs to 
make a difference to vulnerable 
children – Mississippi’s and New 
Orleans’ vulnerable children.”

The W.K. Kellogg Founda-
tion was founded in 1930 as an 
independent, private foundation 
by breakfast cereal pioneer, Will 
Keith Kellogg, and is among the 
largest philanthropic foundations 
in the United States. It is guided 
by the belief that all children 
should have an equal opportunity 
to thrive, thus creating conditions 
where they can realize their full 
potential in school, work and life.

WKKF is based in Battle Creek, 
Mich., and works throughout the 
United States and internationally, 
as well as with sovereign tribes. 
Special emphasis prioritizes places 
where there are high concentra-
tions of poverty and where chil-
dren face significant barriers to 
success. 

Its priority places in the U.S. 
are in Michigan, Mississippi, New 
Mexico and New Orleans and in-
ternationally in Mexico and Haiti.

For more information, visit 
www.wkkf.org.
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OpiniOn

One hundred 
and fifty years ago, 
President Abraham 
Lincoln signed the 
Emancipation Proc-
lamation.  It was a 
flawed document 

that freed enslaved people in Con-
federate areas that he did not control. 

At the same time, it was a pro-
gressive document because it initi-
ated discussion about the Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth “FREE-
DOM” Amendments.

One hundred years later, in 1963, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. riv-
eted the nation with his “I Have A 
Dream” speech during the August 
28 March on Washington.

Many will remember that he said, 
“I have a dream that one day people 
will be judged not by the color of 
their skin but by the content of their 
character.”

Somehow people forget that in 
the same speech he said, “We have 
come to the nation’s capital to cash 
a check that has been marked insuf-
ficient funds.”

If people said “cash the check” as 
often as they said “I have a dream,” 
we’d move more quickly forward in 
closing the economic gaps that Afri-
can Americans experience.

We’ve been doing this 50-year 
thing for the past couple years, and 
we’ll be doing it for another few. The 
“Greensboro Four” - North Carolina 
A&T State University students (with 
the help of Bennett College students, 
often ignored) - sat in at Woolworth 
counters on Feb. 1, 1960, more than 
50 years ago.

The March on Washington hap-
pened 50 years ago.  The Civil 
Rights Act was passed in 1964, and 
beyond that the 1960s will resonate 
for the next few years with com-
memorations and anniversaries.

These celebrations are important 
historical moments, but who re-
members?  The median age of the 
population in the United States is 
about 37 years old.  Many of these 
folks remember the civil rights mo-
ment through twice and thrice told 
tales.

Those who are under the median 
age see the civil rights movement 
as something like a fable, some-
thing they heard about but don’t re-
ally matter to them.  Many of these 
young people see themselves as 
“post-racial.”

They hang out with their peers, 
race notwithstanding.  They have 
never experienced discrimination. 
Even when they experience it, they 
are slow to embrace it.  They are 
post-racial, whatever that means.

If some of these young people 
had been immersed in history, they 
might understand why the black un-
employment rate is twice that of the 
white rate.

If they had read some of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King’s writings, who 
spoke of racial disparities in much of 
his work, they would understand the 
many ways the struggle continues.  

But popular culture suggests that 
when black folks and white folks 
can both act extreme fools on real-
ity shows (I think I blanked out after 
about a minute of “Bad Girls Club”), 
there is some measure of equality.

There has been a rich history and 
legacy of struggle and protest that 

has been swallowed by the notion of 
post-racialism in the first decades of 
this century.

It is laudable that President 
Obama used both a Bible of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and that of 
President Abraham Lincoln, con-
necting the 150-year-old dots.

President Obama’s choice in us-
ing both Bibles in this anniversary 
year is a testament to his sensitivity 
and ability to juggle the tightrope he 
must manage as both president of 
the United States and the first Afri-
can American president of our na-
tion.

Most folks 50 and older get it. 
What about those who are both 
younger than our nation’s median 
age and unschooled in the nuances 
of history?

Is our conversation about race in 
America stuck in some kind of time 
warp, where we are unable to speak 
cross generationally because we 
have extremely different memories, 
recollections, and knowledge about 
that which happened 50 years ago?

We do our nation a disservice 
when we duck and dodge our racial-
ly tinged history. We have to grace 
and embrace the past in order to 
move forward with our future.

Somehow this is a message that 
needs to be transmitted to young 
people, especially in this 150th year 
after emancipation, this 50th year 
after the March on Washington, this 
season of embracing and celebrating 
our history.

Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based economist and 
writer.  She is President Emerita 
of Bennett College for Women in 
Greensboro, N.C.
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Deborah Wil-
lis and Barbara 
Krauthamer, two 
scholars of Afri-
can-American his-
tory, have written 
a book that shows 

what contemplating history is 
good for: It simultaneously illumi-
nates the past and provokes ques-
tions that may help those of us liv-
ing today find our future.

Their book, Envisioning Eman-
cipation: Black Americans and 
the End of Slavery, presents more 
evidence, in the form of nearly 
150 photographs, that many Black 
Americans of the decades from 
the 1850s to the 1930s - when the 
promise of the American ideal 
flared brightly for an instant and 
then was nearly extinguished in 
a deluge of bigotry - lived rich, 
complex lives and never psycho-
logically surrendered to the White 
majority’s demand that they feel 
inferior.

For me, their analyses of these 
pictures of the well-known - such 
as abolitionists Sojourner Truth, 
Frederick Douglass, and Harriet 
Tubman – the little-known, and 
the unknown underscored a lesson 
I learned in the early 1970s when 
just out of college.

So I thought, steeped in black 
American history, culture and 
pride, I began to notice something 
peculiar about my reaction to 
many of the photographs I would 
come across of Black Americans 
taken before the 1940s.

It didn’t matter whether the 
photographs were of urban, well-
dressed, middle-class Northern 
Blacks, or of the largely illiterate 
survivors of slavery still resid-
ing in the rural South and clad in 
threadbare clothes,  my reaction 
was always the same: How hand-
some (or beautiful) they look, I 
would think to myself. Look at 

their dignity, their poise, their 
fearlessness, their determination 
to persevere.

After a while, I began to ponder 
a question that shook me to the 
core: Why am I surprised? It was 
then I began to fully understand 
the power of the visual in contem-
plating black Americans’ history. I 
realized that I was, subconscious-
ly, still being influenced by the 
racist images of black Americans 
that dominated American popular 
culture until the early 1960s.

I began to correct myself. I 
began to fully accept that black 
Americans then were just like 
black Americans today:

The photographs were proof 
that black Americans of that era 
were fully capable of fighting 
back against the brutal hypocrisy 
of “the land of the free” that had 
marooned them in a vast sea of 
cruelty; and that they had been 
equally relentless in trying to hew 
a place of comfort and opportunity 
out of their difficult predicament.

Willis, chair and professor of 
photography and imaging at New 
York University’s Tisch School of 
the Arts, and Krauthamer, an as-
sistant professor of history at the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, help us to understand 
that assertiveness in many of the 
photographs they present here 
and that it was widespread among 
Southern as well as northern 
blacks of all classes.

One of my favorite examples 
comes from the 1857 correspon-
dence between Sojourner Truth 
and Josephine Franklin, a young 
black Brooklyn, N.Y., resident. 
Franklin had bought several pho-
tographs of Truth for herself and 
the women in her family and had 
written to say she was proud to 
have done so.

Truth’s reply to Franklin 
brought this response: “You asked 
me if I was of your race, I am 
proud to say I am of the same race 

that you are, I am colored thank 
God for that.”

The Truth-Franklin correspon-
dence, of course, came in the very 
year the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
in Dred Scott that black Ameri-
cans  - not just slaves, which is 
what the case was specifically 
concerned with, but by implica-
tion so-called free blacks as well 
- had no rights that the American 
legal system need respect. 

As Willis and Krauthamer point 
out, the “black-friendly” photo-
graphs of these 80 years ran coun-
ter to and were meant to counter 
the floodtide of racist images of 
blacks in white literature and art, 
scholarship, American commerce, 
and, eventually, the film industry, 
too.

Black Americans never sur-
rendered. They understood their 
own worth, and the power of the 
visual proof of their own worth, 
their own past and their ties to one 
another that photographs offered.

“These images testify,” the au-
thors write, “to black Americans’ 
survival and resiliency in the wake 
of slavery and in the face of late-
nineteenth and early twentieth 
century segregation and violence. 
They offer powerful evidence of 
how black women, men and chil-
dren saw themselves and each oth-
er: as dignified, beautiful, creative, 
intellectual, energetic, diligent, 
steadfast, powerful and free.”

One question Envisioning 
Emancipation demands that the 
black Americans living today con-
template: in this era of great sym-
bolic and substantive progress, 
and yet, simultaneously, daunting 
challenges that both reflect the 
present and echo the past, do we 
understand that we, too, have to 
strive for our own emancipation? 
What is it we’re envisioning?

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime 
journalist. His book, Last Chance: 
The Political Threat to Black 
America, was published in 2008.

Envisioning emancipation: 
theirs - and ours

Black History Month by the numbers
The U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau has re-
leased the follow-
ing figures about 
Black America 
to coincide with 
African American 

History Month. I found them inter-
esting enough to share.

Population
43.9 million: the number of 

blacks, either alone or in combina-
tion with one or more other races, 
on July 1, 2011, is up 1.6 percent 
from the census on April 1, 2010. 
Source: Population Estimates

77.4 million: the projected black 
population of the United States 
(including those of more than one 
race) for July 1, 2060. On that date, 
according to the projection, blacks 
would constitute 18.4 percent of the 
nation’s total population. Source: 
Population projections

3.7 million: the black population 
in New York, which led all states as 
of July 1, 2011. Texas had the larg-
est numeric increase since April 1, 
2010 (84,000). The District of Co-
lumbia had the highest percentage 
of blacks (52.2 percent), followed 
by Mississippi (38.0 percent). 
Source: Population Estimates

1.3 million: the black population 
in Cook, Ill., which had the larg-
est black population of any county 
in 2011; Fulton, Ga., had the larg-
est numeric increase since 2010 
(13,000). Holmes, Miss., was the 
county with the highest percent-
age of blacks in the nation (82.9 
percent). Source: Population Esti-
mates

Serving our nation - 2.3 million: 
number of black military veter-
ans in the United States in 2011. 
Source: 2011 American Community 
Survey

Education
82.5 percent: the percentage of 

blacks age 25 and older with a high 
school diploma or higher in 2011. 
Source: 2011 American Community 
Survey

18.4 percent: the percentage 
of blacks 25 and older who had a 
bachelor’s degree or higher in 2011. 
Source: 2011 American Community 

Survey
1.6 million: among blacks 25 

and older, the number who had an 
advanced degree in 2011. Source: 
2011 American Community Survey 

3.1 million: number of blacks en-
rolled in college in 2011, a 74.0 per-
cent increase since 2001. Source: 
2011 Current Population Survey, 
Table A1

Voting
11.1 million: the number of 

blacks who voted in the 2010 con-
gressional election, an increase 
from 10 percent of the total elector-
ate in 2006 to 12 percent in 2010. 
Source: Voting and Registration in 
the Election of 2010

55 percent: turnout rate in the 
2008 presidential election for the 
18- to 24-year-old citizen black 
population, an 8 percentage point 
increase from 2004. Blacks had 
the highest turnout rate in this age 
group. Source: Voting and Regis-
tration in the Election of 2008

65 percent: Turnout rate among 
black citizens regardless of age in 
the 2008 presidential election, up 
about 5 percentage points from 
2004. Looking at voter turnout 
by race and Hispanic origin, non-
Hispanic whites and blacks had the 
highest turnout levels. Source: Vot-
ing and Registration in the Election 
of 2008

Income, Poverty and Health 
Insurance

$32,229: the annual median in-
come of black households in 2011, 
a decline of 2.7 percent from 2010. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, In-
come, Poverty and Health Insur-
ance Coverage in the United States 
2011

27.6 percent: poverty rate in 
2011 for blacks. Source: U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, Income, Poverty and 
Health Insurance Coverage in the 
United States 2011

80.5 percent: percentage of 
blacks covered by health insurance 
during all or part of 2011. Source: 
U.S. Census Bureau, Income, Pov-
erty and Health Insurance Cover-
age in the United States 2011

Families and Children
61.9 percent: among households 

with a black householder, this is the 
percentage that contained a fam-

ily in 2012. There were 9.7 million 
black family households. Source: 
2012 Current Population Survey, 
Families and Living Arrangements, 
Table F1 and Table HH-2

45.2 percent: among families of 
black householders, the percentage 
that were married couples in 2012. 
Source: 2012 Current Population 
Survey, Families and Living Ar-
rangements, Table F1

1.2 million: number of black 
grandparents who lived with their 
own grandchildren younger than 18 
in 2011. Of this number, 48.5 per-
cent were also responsible for their 
care. Source: 2011 American Com-
munity Survey

Homeownership
43.4 percent: nationally, the 

percentage of households with a 
householder who was black who 
lived in owner-occupied homes in 
2011. Source: 2011 American Com-
munity Survey

Jobs
28.2 percent: the percentage of 

blacks 16 and older who worked 
in management, business, science 
and arts occupations. Source: 2011 
American Community Survey

Businesses
$135.7 billion:  receipts for 

black-owned businesses in 2007, 
up 53.1 percent from 2002. The 
number of black-owned businesses 
totaled 1.9 million in 2007, up 60.5 
percent. Source: 2007 Survey of 
Business Owners

37.7 percent: percentage of 
black-owned businesses in 2007 in 
health care and social assistance, re-
pair and maintenance, and personal 
and laundry services. Source: 2007 
Survey of Business Owners

10.6 percent: percentage of all 
black-owned firms operating in 
2007 in New York, which led all 
states or state-equivalents. Georgia 
and Florida followed, at 9.6 per-
cent and 9.4 percent, respectively. 
Source: 2007 Survey of Business 
Owners

George E. Curry, former editor-
in-chief of Emerge magazine, is 
editor-in-chief of National News-
paper Publishers Association News 
Service (NNPA). Contact him at  
website, www.georgecurry.com. or 
www.twitter.com/currygeorge.

Embracing black history

Although the 
Spanish-American 
War (1898) is a well-
known episode in 
U.S. history, few of 
us know that immedi-

ately following the end of hostilities 
with Spain, the U.S. initiated a war 
of colonization against the Philip-
pines.  Interestingly, black America 
figured into this war in a very odd 
way.

The U.S. claimed the Philippines 
as a trophy from their war with 
Spain. The problem is that before 
the U.S. military arrived in the Phil-
ippines, there was a very successful 
insurrection underway by the Filipi-
nos, an insurrection that was nearing 
victory.

The Philippine rebels believed 
that the U.S. had arrived to assist 
in the final push against the Span-
ish.  Instead, the U.S. troops turned 
against the Filipino rebels and em-
barked on what can only be under-
stood to have been a racist, geno-
cidal war aimed at subjugating the 
archipelago.

The war started Feb. 2, 1899, and 
black America found itself in an odd 
place at that moment.  Reconstruc-
tion in the South had been defeated 
by white supremacist forces and Af-
rican Americans were in the process 
of becoming disenfranchised as Jim 
Crow segregation was emerging as 
the law of the former Confederacy.

In order to prove ourselves wor-
thy of full citizenship, many Afri-
can Americans volunteered to fight 
Spain in 1898 and later went to the 
Philippines to fight a population 

they had been led to believe were 
heathens. The U.S. war against the 
Philippines was one atrocity after 
another, including indiscriminate 
killings and the use of a torture tech-
nique that we have come to know as 
water-boarding.

Entire cities were destroyed, such 
as Iloilo on Panay Island.  And in this 
setting the Filipinos were not only 
demonized but racially demonized, 
with white soldiers referring to the 
Filipinos as “n——” as they went 
about murdering them.

The overtly racist side to this 
conflict became apparent to African 
American soldiers, resulting in de-
moralization as well as some deser-
tions.  The most famous - or from 
the standpoint of the white military, 
most infamous - was that of Army 
corporal David Fagen.  Fagen aban-
doned the U.S. military and went 
to fight on the side of the Filipinos 
against his country.

In fact, Fagen became an officer 
in the Filipino guerrilla army. This so 
infuriated the U.S. military, that they 
put a price on his head.  Although 
there were claims that Fagen was 
killed, it was never proven.  In either 
case, he never surrendered and was 
never captured.  The war lasted un-
til at least 1902, though skirmishes 
continued well past that.

The week following Feb. 2 has 
become, for many Filipino activ-
ists, Philippine Solidarity Week. It 
is a time to remember that the U.S. 
colonized the Philippines and held it 
in subjugation until 1946, at which 
point the country received nominal 
independence but actually became a 
neo-colony of the U.S.

Struggles for genuine indepen-

dence have continued through today, 
including an insurrection led by the 
National Democratic Front of the 
Philippines. The U.S. government, 
including under President Obama, 
supports government after govern-
ment in the Philippines that serve the 
interests of the U.S.

More to the point, such govern-
ments either directly engage in hu-
man rights abuses or turn a blind eye 
to such abuses, including what are 
politely called “extra-judicial kill-
ings,” i.e., political murders aimed at 
opponents and dissenters.

African Americans, both at the 
birth of the 20th century and today, 
have had a connection with the Phil-
ippines.  Soldiers and civilians, in 
1899, were aware that the war was 
one of aggression and in many cases 
were prepared to speak out.

As the U.S. of the 21st century 
seeks to further militarize the Philip-
pines and block efforts to peacefully 
settle the long-standing civil war, 
once again we need to be prepared 
to speak up.  And in so doing, re-
member the moral dilemma faced 
and answered by David Fagen more 
than a century ago.

For more information on David 
Fagen, see:  E. San Juan Jr., “An Af-
rican American Soldier in the Phil-
ippine Revolution:  An Homage to 
David Fagen”; Cultural Logic, 2009, 
pp.1-36.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is a senior schol-
ar with the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies, the immediate past president of 
TransAfrica Forum and the author 
of “They’re Bankrupting Us - and 
twenty other myths about Unions.” 
Follow him at www.billfletcherjr.
com. 
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By George E. Curry
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By Bill Fletcher Jr. 
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By Julianne Malveaux
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NNPA Columnist



Provine High School Band made 
the Capital District Honor Band in 
January 2013. The students par-
ticipated in a clinic housed on the 
campus of Jackson State University.  
Selection involved a rigorous audi-
tion process. Band students from 
Callaway, Murrah, Forest Hill, La-
nier and Jim Hill high schools also 
participated in the honor band.

Carlton Williams, Provine Band 
director, said all of the students rep-
resented the District well. “We are 
especially proud of the musical ac-
complishments of our students from 
Provine,” he added.

2013 Provine Capital District 
Honor Band members are (alpha-
betically):
•	Tyler J Battle, 12th grade
•	Matthew Bennett, 12th grade
•	Kentrize Brinson, 12th grade
•	Eddie Clanton, 11th grade
•	Lequarius Funches, 11th grade
•	Michael Groves, 11th grade
•	Arlexis Hayes, 10th grade
•	Marquita Jones, 11th grade
•	Jeremy Pierre, 12th grade
•	Denard Reid, 12th grade
•	Jasmin Stewart,11th grade
•	Zacheus Townsend, 10th grade
•	Asya Whitehead, 9th grade
•	Dhakiya Young, 12th grade

JPS Superintendent Dr. 
Cedrick Gray introduced the 
newly formed Student Board 
of Trustees for school year 
2012-2013 at the Board of 
Trustees meeting Jan. 23, 
2013.

The board is comprised of 
student representatives from 
each of the seven JPS high 
schools.
The	first	organization	of	its	

kind in JPS, the board was 
developed in response to one 
students’ concern that stu-
dents “have no voice.”

The Student School Board 
members are:

· Jasmine D. Windham, 
Callaway;

· Kelani Young, Forest Hill;
· Jerrica Gibson, Jim Hill;

· Traeshaun Hiley, Lanier;
· Elizabeth Nichols, Mur-

rah;
· Monique Hampton, 

Provine;
· Kadijah Montgomery, 

Wingfield.
With JPS High Schools 

chief Dr. Debra Mays-Jack-
son, the board is developing 
bylaws, protocol and review-
ing the Student Bill of Rights.

The 2013-2014 Jackson 
Public School Teacher of the 
Year is Tracee Thompson of 
Jim Hill High School. The 
honoree is described by col-
leagues as a “great leader, en-
thusiastic teacher, outstand-
ing scholar, and an advocate 
for children.”

Tracee Thompson, an Eng-
lish teacher at Jim Hill High 
School, began her teaching 
career in 2004 at Winter Park 
High School in Orange Coun-
ty Public Schools in Orlando, 
FL, where she taught reading.

“Ms. Thompson has ex-
cellent rapport with her stu-
dents,” said Jim Hill High 
School Principal Bobby 
Brown. “She constantly 

searches for ways to make 
her teaching more interesting 
and informative and is be-
loved by her colleagues.”

Thompson is a 2003 gradu-
ate of Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in English. She 

also holds a Master of Arts 
degree in secondary educa-
tion from Jackson State Uni-

versity and is presently pur-
suing a Master of Arts degree 
in English.

There were some tense mo-
ments and some praying go-
ing on at the Annual Hinds 
County Spelling Bee Friday, 
Feb. 1, at Clinton Junior High 
School. The contest went 51 
rounds.

Jackson Public School Dis-
trict student Edison T. Brown 
III competed for 50 rounds 
and was awarded the trophy 
as the 2013 Runner-up of the 
Hinds County Spelling Bee.

The winner was Desiree 
Roby, a student of Christian 
Home Educators Connection, 
who also won last year’s com-
petition.

Brown is a seventh grade 
student of Northwest Jackson 
IB MYP School. He said he 
was praying in his heart the 
entire time and excited to be 

in second place.
“It is an honor to represent 

my school and JPS,” said 
Brown.

Wayne Brent, head basketball 
coach at Callaway High School, 
received the 2012 Coach of the 
Year award from the National 
Federation of State High School 
Associations.

In six seasons with the Calla-
way Chargers, Coach Brent has 
led the Callaway Chargers boys 
basketball team to three state 
championships.

“Coach Brent is the best,” 
said Callaway Principal Clyde 
Speaks. “He has great organiza-
tional skills and is an outstand-
ing motivator and inspiration to 
the students he coaches. Clearly 

he has been blessed with the 
spirit of excellence.”

2013 Hinds County Spelling Bee 
runner up Edison T. Brown III dis-
plays his county trophy (on left) 
and his school trophy (on right). 
PHOTO By GAIL M. BROWN

Brent

2013 Provine High School Band 
receives Capital District honor

JPS Superintendent introduces 
Student Board of Trustees

Tracee Thompson of Jim Hill High School 
selected JPS Teacher of the Year

Northwest Jackson IB 
MYP school student runner 
up in county spelling bee
Edison T. Brown III competed 
for 50 rounds in contest

Callaway Basketball coach 
named 2012 Coach of the Year

2013 Provine Capital District Honor Band members

(back, left to right) Dr. George Schimmel, Board member; Dr. Otha Burton, Board member; Beneta Burt, Board 
member; Timothy Collins, Board secretary; Monica Gilmore-Love, Board President; Linda Rush, Board Vice 
President; Dr. Cedrick Gray, Jackson Public Schools Superintendent; (front, left to right) Dr. Debra Mays-
Jackson, Executive Director of Academic Support for High Schools; Jasmine D. Windham, Callaway; Kelani 
young, Forest Hill; Jerrica Gibson, Jim Hill; Traeshaun Hiley, Lanier; Elizabeth Nichols, Murrah; Monique 
Hampton, Provine; and Kadijah Montgomery, Wingfield.
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The Jim Hill High School Band performed to celebrate the announcement of 
Tracee Thompson being named the 2013-2014 JPS Teacher of the year.

Thompson 

The internationally known, multiple award-winning Jim Hill Choir per-
formed during the ceremony prior to the surprise announcement of 
Tracee Thompson as JPS Teacher of the year (Left - right) JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray, Tracee Thompson - JPS Teacher 

of the year from Jim Hill High School, Jerrica Gibson - Jim Hill student and JPS 
Student Board of Trustee President , Dr. Debra Mays Jackson - Executive Director 
for Academic Support of High Schools, and Bobby Brown, principal of Jim Hill High 
School PHOTOS By SHERWIN JOHNSON



MCCOMB - Students and faculty at 
the McComb Business and Technology 
Complex will join others across the na-
tion during the month of February to 
celebrate national Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) Month.

This year’s theme is Career and Tech-
nical Education Works! CTE Month 
provides CTE programs across the 
country an opportunity to demonstrate 
how CTE educates students to be col-
lege- and career- ready and prepares 
them for high-wage, high-demand ca-
reer fields.

Among the special activities sched-
uled is a Career Fair for students Feb. 
28, 2013 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
McComb Business and Technology 
Complex.

“The activities planned over the next 

month illustrate the rigor and relevance 
CTE courses offer our students,” said 
Tom Catchings, director of the school.

“By partnering with the business 
community, CTE programs are invest-
ing in students’ lives with the latest 
technology and skills that will prepare 
them to become successful employees 
as well as future leaders.”

EDUCATION
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Veteran New York political 
reporter Dominic Carter will be 
the plenary speaker for the 11th 
annual Mississippi Child Welfare 
Institute Conference Feb. 13-15 
at the Jackson Marriott Hotel, 200 
E. Amite St., in Jackson, Miss.

Sponsored by the Jackson State 
University College of Public 
Service School of Social Work, 
the three-day conference will fo-
cus on the theme, “Community 
Engagement: Toward Ensuring 
Successful Children, Youth, and 
Families.”

The event will feature local and 
national experts who will provide 
the latest information on issues 
affecting vulnerable children and 

families.
A fixture in the TV news indus-

try for 25 years, Carter overcame 
great odds to achieve his success. 
He grew up poor without a father 
in New York City’s South Bronx 
neighborhood.

His mother, a paranoid schizo-
phrenic who had been in and out 
of state psychiatric institutions, 
physically and sexually abused 
him.

Carter went on to become one 
of New York’s top political re-
porters, interviewing the likes of 
Nelson Mandela, Bill Clinton and 
Donald Trump. As a victim of 
childhood sexual abuse, Carter’s 
life story has been told in Oprah 
Winfrey’s magazine and on the 

Nancy Grace show.
Carter currently works as a po-

litical commentator at RNN-TV 
and has appeared on national TV 
programs including “Face the Na-
tion,” “Hardball with Chris Mat-
thews,” CNN, MSNBC and the 
Fox News Channel. 

His awards include the Samuel 
P. Peabody Award for his vision, 
innovation and 
dedication to chil-
dren and families.

The Mississip-
pi Child Welfare 
Institute Confer-
ence will begin 
with a youth em-
powerment ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 13. Carter will 
lead the plenary session at 8:20 
a.m. Friday, Feb. 15.

Other speakers include empow-
erment speaker, author and life 
coach Johnetta McSwain-Clay 
and University of Georgia social 
work professor Alberta Ellett, 
who is editor of the Journal of 
Public Child Welfare.

Jackson State University is seeking 
judges for the annual Mississippi Re-
gion II Science and Engineering Fair 
scheduled for Thursday and Friday, 
March 22-23.

Judges are needed with expertise 
in behavioral, social science, public 
health, education, science, mathemat-
ics, engineering, technology, health and 
medical professions.

The fair will assemble close to 1,500 
students from 250 public and private 
schools in Claiborne, Copiah, Hinds, 
Jefferson, Madison, Rankin and War-
ren counties. Students from grades 
1-12 will present projects in the areas 
of science, mathematics and technol-
ogy.

The lower fair for grades 1-6 will be 
held on Thursday, March 21. The upper 
fair for grades 7-12 will be held on Fri-
day, March 22. Judges are needed from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and may volunteer 
for one or both days.

The two-day fair will take place in the 

Lee E. Williams Athletics and Assem-
bly Center at Jackson State University, 
1400 John R. Lynch St., in Jackson.

Qualified judges should have a mas-
ter’s or equivalent degree or a minimum 
of five years related professional expe-
rience to judge projects in the lower fair 
(grades 1-6). Upper fair (grades 7-12) 
judges and should have a Ph.D., M.D. 
or equivalent degree or a minimum of 
eight years related professional experi-
ence.

College juniors, seniors and/or grad-
uate students may judge in the lower 
fair upon advisor recommendation and 
fair official approval.

First, second and third place winners 
from grades 7-12 will advance to the 
Mississippi Science and Engineering 
Fair on March 26, also at Jackson State 
University.

Interested persons may register on-
line at www.jsums.edu/scifair. The 
judges’ application deadline is Friday, 
March 8. For more information, call 
601-979-1603.

Veteran newsman, child abuse survivor to speak 
at Mississippi Child Welfare Institute Conference
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Science and Engineer judges being sought for annual fair.

JSU seeks judges 
for regional science, 
mathematics and 
engineering fair

McComb Business and Technology 
Complex celebrates Career and 
Technical Education Month
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Mississippi health officials say 
the state has confirmed its first 
pediatric influenza death since 
the 2009-2010 flu season.

The Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health said Friday, Feb. 
4, that a north Mississippi child 
who died Jan. 27 at a Memphis, 
Tenn., hospital, had chronic un-
derlying health conditions.

The department did not release 
the child’s age or hometown.

The department said a total 

of 11 pediatric 
flu deaths have 
been recorded in 
Mississippi since 
2007.

A pediatric 
death is defined as 
one of somebody 
who is 18 years 
old or younger. 
Young children, 
adults 50 and old-
er, pregnant women and people 
with chronic illnesses are at the 

greatest risk of developing flu-
related complications.

The ladies of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated have 
placed Cardiovascular Disease 
(CVD) under arrest. CVD has 
been charged and convicted as 
the number one killer of black 
women, and the AKAs are com-
mitted to reducing its quantity of 
victims.

Rho Lambda Omega Chapter 
hosted Pink Goes Red For A Day 
in observance of Go Red Day 
and Heart Awareness Month. 
The event was held Saturday, 
Feb. 2, 2013 at the Jackson 
Medical Mall.  The theme was 
“Fight Like A Girl: Beat Heart 
Disease.”

Nearly 90 participants were 
on hand to receive free health 

screenings from the University 
of Mississippi Medical Center 
and valuable information pro-
vided by various members of the 
fitness and medical community.

Panelists and topics included: 
Dr. Myrna Alexander, cardi-
ologist, Heart Health/Know-
ing Your Risk; Kutenia Good, 
Skinny Nutrition; healthy eat-
ing, Nikita Roberson, N.P. VA 
Medical Center; stress reduction, 
Venecca Green Mason, J.D., per-
sonal trainer and ambassador for 
Black Girls Run physical fitness 
and portion control.

Mason also led the audience in 
a mini boot camp and a fun-filled 
cardio, line dancing session.

“It was a great turn out from 
the community and wonderful to 
see the sorority members wear 

red to raise awareness regarding 
heart disease,” said LaKeysha 
Greer Isaac, chapter president.

It’s been a long tradition for 
Alpha Kappa Alpha members to 
wear the colors pink and green.  
However, on National Wear Red 
Day® and during Heart Month, 
the AKAs joined millions of 

Americans in the fight against 
heart disease in women by wear-
ing red.

“We are not concerned about 
colors,” said Jennie Hall, LCSW, 
event co-chairperson. “Alpha 
Kappa Alpha is about service.  
By raising awareness about heart 
disease, we are serving the com-

munity by saving the lives of our 
mothers, sisters, daughters, aunts 
and friends.”

According to the American 
Heart Association, only 43 per-
cent of African American wom-
en know that heart disease is 
their greatest health threat.

“Sadly, we are dying because 

we are unaware of our risks,” 
said Isaac. “If our event provid-
ed information that helped one 
person and/or saved one life, our 
mission was accomplished.”

Pink Goes Red was also spon-
sored by the American Heart As-
sociation and the Jackson Medi-
cal Mall.

HEALTH

AKA Sorority raises awareness 
regarding heart disease
By Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Mississippi has 1st pediatric 
flu death since 2009-2010

Venecca Green Mason, J.D., leads the ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated, in a cardio line dancing session.

Pretty In Pink-Ravishing in Red: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Rho 
Lambda Omega chapter members rock their red in celebration of women’s 
heart health.
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Civil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson and relatives of 
victims of fatal shootings 
in Chicago urged President 
Barack Obama recently to 
come back to his hometown 
and address the gun violence 
plaguing the city.

Before a march on the 
city’s South Side, Jackson, a 
former Democratic presiden-
tial candidate, said Amer-
ica’s third most populous 
city needed more help than 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel and 
police superintendent Garry 
McCarthy could offer.

“When the president 
shows up, it shows ultimate 
national seriousness,” said 
Jackson, a Chicago resident. 
He also called for the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security to help patrol the 
streets of Chicago.

Gun violence in Chicago 
has been in the national spot-
light over the past year, with 
506 murders in 2012, an in-
crease of 17 percent from the 
previous year. There were 42 
homicides and 157 shootings 
so far this year, according to 
Chicago police.

The issue received new ur-
gency with the killing during 
the last week of January of 
15-year-old Hadiya Pendle-
ton, an honors student who 
performed with her high 
school band at Obama’s in-
auguration Jan. 21.

News of her death near 
Obama’s old home in the 
Kenwood neighborhood 
came before the U.S. Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee be-

gan hearings on gun control. 
Obama’s spokesman, Jay 
Carney, said the Obamas are 
praying for Pendleton’s fam-
ily.

Anita Crittenden, who lost 
a nephew to gun violence last 
year, said Obama by coming 
to Chicago would “get the 
leaders to think and step up 
and make some changes.”

A petition posted on the 
White House’s “We the Peo-
ple” website calls for Obama 
and his family to attend 
Pendleton’s funeral sched-
uled for Feb. 9. The petition 
must have at least 100,000 
signatures to receive an offi-
cial response from the White 
House.

Jackson led nearly 150 
people on a march from Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. College 
Prep High School, where 
Pendleton was a student, to 
the park where she died a 
few blocks away.

“My greatest fear about 
the gun violence in Chicago 
is that we’re adjusting to it,” 
he said.

Police said Pendleton was 
shot to death as she and her 
friends were shielding them-
selves from rain under a can-
opy in the park. Police have 
called it a case of mistaken 
identity and are offering a 
$40,000 award for informa-
tion leading to her killer.

Emanuel announced plans 
to take 200 police officers 
now serving in administra-
tive positions and deploy 
them on the streets.

“Hadiya wanted to make a 
difference in the world,” said 
Shatira Wilks, a spokeswom-
an for the family, and cousin 
of Cleopatra Cowley, Pend-
leton’s mother. “It’s unfor-
tunate that it would be like 
this, but we still hope that 
this can make a difference.”

Not everyone participat-
ing in the march agreed that 
Obama should come home. 
Matthew McGill said the 
president should address the 
violence issue but need not 
single out Chicago, “because 
what you see in Chicago hap-
pens in other cities as well.”

NATIONAL
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Former Congressman Jesse 
Jackson isn’t the only member 
of the house getting looked at 
by the feds, according to one 
published report.

The Chicago Sun-Times, cit-
ing sources, reported Monday, 
Feb. 4 that federal investigators 
are also taking an independent 
look at former Chicago Ald. 
Sandi Jackson.

Reports the Sun-Times’ Na-
tasha Korecki and Michael 
Sneed: “Included in the scru-
tiny of Sandi Jackson, who 
resigned from her 7th Ward 

aldermanic position 
last month, is her 
access and use of 
her husband’s con-
gressional campaign 
money, including 
credit card charges, 
as well as the move-
ment of money from 
one account to an-
other.”

Jackson acknowledged to 
NBC Chicago back in De-
cember that state officials had 
questioned her about a $69,000 
discrepancy between her cam-

paign finance reports and those 
of her husband. She blamed the 
conflict on clerical errors made 
by transitioning staff members 
and said amendments to her re-
ports were being made.

Feds investigating Sandi Jackson

Rainbow PUSH Coalition 
Economic Summit Post Mortem

Al Sharpton on Ed Koch

The mood was both festive and 
businesslike at this year’s Wall 
Street Project Economic Summit, 
hosted by the Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition, in New York City.

“For the first time,” former U.S. 
President Bill Clinton opined dur-
ing his speech on Thursday, Jan. 
31, “[Minorities] are in a position 
to persuasively argue that the eco-
nomic inequality, which exists in 
America today, is a severe strain 
on the economic future of all 
Americans.”

Luminaries, politicians and 
businessmen gathered for Rev. 
Jesse Jackson’s three-day sum-
mit held at the Roosevelt Hotel in 
Manhattan Jan. 30 through Feb. 1.

Attending were former New 
York Governor David Paterson, 
Philadelphia Mayor Michael A. 
Nutter, Rev. Al Sharpton, fund 
manager John W. Rogers Jr., real 
estate mogul R. Donahue Peebles, 
Motown founder Berry Gordy, 
and attorney Willie E. Gary, 
among others.

Rainbow PUSH Coaliton is the 
brainchild of Jackson who merged 
two of his foundations, Operation 
PUSH (People United to Serve 
Humanity) and the National Rain-
bow Coalition, in 1996 with a 
mission to “protect, defend and 
gain civil rights by leveling the 
economic and educational play-
ing fields, and to promote peace 

and justice around the world.”
This year’s summit, the Coali-

tion’s 16th since inception, aimed 
to discuss numerous, serious eco-
nomic issues that presently face 
minority communities.

Discussions ranged from the 
importance of computer science 
education, a topic Clinton spe-
cifically voiced concern about at 
considerable length, to the impact 
that Hip-Hop music is likely to 
continue to have on the economy. 

The Summit also celebrated 
the accomplishments of success-
ful African-Americans, such as 
Berry Gordy, who was honored at 
the gala on the eve of Black His-
tory Month.

Jackson expressed a debt of 
gratitude owed to the Motown 
visionary by sharing a story about 
how Gordy, on several occasions, 
personally funded Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s payroll when 
times were tough.

Jackson assured the audience, 
“Motown gave us more than 
money. It gave us an art form and 
a culture that lifted us beyond 
the boundaries and limits of the 
South….

“We’ve [now] won the White 
House twice…. But before there 
was a politician on the stage, 
there were musicians [who] … 
color-crossed and [broke down] 
walls.”

The Rev. Al Sharpton notably 
clashed and then collaborated 
over the years with the late for-
mer New York City Mayor Ed 
Koch. He released a heartfelt 
statement prior to Koch’s fu-
neral; Koch died Friday, Feb. 1, 
2013.

“I am saddened to hear of 
the passing of former Mayor 
Ed Koch. Throughout his tw12 
years of being Mayor, I was one 
of his most vociferous critics. 
In fact, my first arrest was lead-
ing a sit-in on him about sum-
mer jobs for youth in 1978. We 
later united and worked together 
around the country in a national 
campaign for non-violent drug 
offenders to give them a sec-
ond chance in life. We ended up 
getting to know and understand 
each other.

“Although we argued about 
everything from my marching 
in Bensonhurst, to Florida and 

Trayvon Martin, and although 
we disagreed on politics from 
his views on President Obama to 
other matters, I have found that 

he was never a phony or a hypo-
crite. He would not patronize or 
deceive you. He said what he 
meant. He meant what he said.”

Chicago marchers urge Obama to 
come home to address gun violence

They’re at it again. The 
latest public rant against 
Michelle Obama’s effort to 
promote low-calorie school 
lunches was recently caught 
on tape in Alabama - the 
usual protest against the fed-
eral government meddling in 
local business. And then it 
quickly found its way around 
to the First Lady’s posterior.

“Fat butt Michelle 
Obama,” said Bob Grisham, 
a high school football coach 
who was surreptitiously re-
corded by one of his students. 
“Look at her. She looks like 
she weighs 185 or 190. She’s 
overweight.”

Grisham, who was sus-
pended Monday, Feb. 4 
is neither the first nor the 
most high-profile person to 
feel moved to comment on 
the First Lady’s physique. 
Grisham later said he mis-
spoke.

Conservative radio host 
Rush Limbaugh repeatedly 
called her Michelle “My 
Butt” Obama. And Rep. F. 
James Sensenbrenner, the 
Wisconsin Republican, is-
sued an apology after he was 
caught commenting on her 
“large posterior.”

Michelle Obama is not the 
first First Lady to be sub-
jected to criticism for the 
way she looks. Hillary Clin-
ton was accused of having 
“cankles” - slang for chubby 
ankles.

One of her predecessors 
was immortalized in song by 
the group Mission of Burma: 
“I’m haunted by the freak-
ish size of Nancy Reagan’s 
head...; no way that thing 
came with that body.”

But what is it with Mi-
chelle Obama’s critics and 
the fixation with her derri-

ere? “We have a history in 
this country of white people 
not showing adequate respect 
for and devaluing the bod-
ies of black women, and this 
most definitely falls in line 
with that,” says Ayana Byrd, 
the co-editor of the anthol-
ogy “Naked: Black Women 
Bare All About Their Skin, 
Hair, Hips, Lips and Other 
Parts.” (Grisham, Limbaugh 
and Sensenbrenner are white 
men.)

The focus on this first la-
dy’s posterior has historical 
antecedents. It reaches back 
to the imagery of Hottentot 
Venus, a woman from what 
is now South Africa whose 
naked body and pronounced 
posterior were paraded in 
shows throughout 19th cen-
tury Europe, on to the selling 
and trading of black women’s 
bodies through slavery. 

In modern times, black 
women’s figures continue to 
be up for public discussion in 
ways that are celebratory and 
insulting. Michelle - who is 
5-foot-11 and praised for her 
fashion sense, her bangs and 
her toned biceps - regularly 
emerges in polls as one of the 
most popular public figures 
in the country. (The White 
House does not discuss her 

weight.)
She has graced magazine 

covers from Vogue to Better 
Homes & Gardens. Women’s 
health magazines have cre-
ated workouts to help other 
women get “Michelle Obama 
arms.”

Referring to Michellem, 
Andra Gillespie, an associate 
professor of political science 
at Emory University, said, “It 
is unreasonable to expect a 
nearly 50-year-old woman to 
have the body of a 25-year-
old. She looks great for her 
age.”

Although the White House 
declined to comment, Mi-
chelle was asked a few years 
ago during an interview 
whether the focus on her has 
affected her body image.

“No, not really - but I 
thank God I’m 45 in this and 
not 35. I feel bad for young 
women going through the 
same thing, because [at that 
age] you don’t know who 
you are. I know what makes 
me happy,” she said.

“My message to women: 
Do what makes you feel 
good, because there’ll always 
be someone who thinks you 
should do it differently.”

Translation: Naysayers, 
butt out.

Michelle Obama’s posterior 
again subject of a public rant
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By Renita D. Young
reuters.com

By Krissah Thompson
Washingtonpost.com

The Mississippi Link Newswire

(L - R) Rev. Jesse Jackson, awardee Rev. Hayes and Rev. Al Sharp-
ton at Rainbow PUSH Coalition’s 16th annual Economic Summit

Mayor Koch with arms up marching in the 2001 Puerto Rican Day 
Parade, with a banner showing Rev. Sharpton in front of him (Getty 
Images)

Obama and Jackson President Barack and First Lady Michelle Obama

Jackson By Kam Williams
Contributing Writer



2013 Black History Month Cel-
ebration - “Hearts for Christ”

(Special to The Mississippi 
Link)

Families often struggle with 
blending the spiritual and histori-
cal aspects of life with Christian 
values, pride, disciplines, respect 
and their heritage. During the 
month of February, Turning Point 
Mission Center, 1814 Shady Lane 
Drive, Jackson, will answer that 
call with a series of Black History 
programs. The celebration began 
on Saturday, February 2, and the 
remaining dates for the programs 
are Saturday, February 9, and 16 
at 6 p.m. nightly, and February 27, 
at 6:30 p.m.

The theme for the Black His-
tory Month Celebration is “Hearts 
for Christ”, and each week will 
focus on a person or specific topic 
that has profoundly impacted Af-
rican American heritage as a race 
and society. David Hudson, pas-
tor of Genesis Full Gospel Baptist 
Church, kicked things off on, Feb-
ruary 2, by focusing on “A Heart 
for Soul-Winning”. The Black 
History focus person for the eve-
ning was Sojourner Truth, aboli-
tionist and orator.

Audrey Hall, pastor of Holy 
Temple Baptist Church, will take 
up the baton on, February 9, by fo-
cusing on “A Heart to Defend the 
Weak”. The Black History focus 
area for that evening will be “In-
equality in Education”.  Program 
planners feel that the time is now 
to move forward in aggressively 
addressing inequality in education 

in the state of Mississippi. As the 
State legislators and the Governor 
of Mississippi seek to fund charter 
schools, the plight of inequality in 
education increases. This discus-
sion is being held to provide evi-
dence that churches, community 
leaders and parents must seek to 
trust God to move His people to 
defend the weak.

Robert Horton, pastor of Lamp-
ton Chapel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, will encourage 
the community on February 16, 
by focusing on “A Heart to Con-
sole”.  The Black History focus 
person for that evening will be 
Jarena Lee, first female preacher 
in the African Methodist Episco-
pal Church.

Michael F. Owen, pastor of 
Turning Point Mission Center, 
will culminate this month long 
celebration on February 27, at 
6:30 p.m. by focusing on “Family 
Matters: Today’s Family Com-
position” contrasting the past 
and present to illustrate how Af-
rican Americans must return to 
true family values, genuine love 
and respect for one another to 
strengthen the family and redirect 
their pathway; thereby, restoring 
and instilling pride, unity, love and 
the power of the family.

“This month long celebration 
promises to provide the black 
community with an outlet to in-
vest in ourselves and promote 
awareness of our rich heritage and 
the legacy of our forefathers. The 
celebration will feature power-
ful speakers, great live entertain-
ment, and enlightenment about 

different aspects of our history as 
well as the spiritual connection to 
strengthen our families and com-
munity at-large. We are committed 
to strengthening our community 
through service,” Pastor Michael 
Owen said. “This celebration is 
just one of the ways we do that.”

To learn more about this Black 
History Celebration or Turning 
Point Mission Center please call 
601-372-1080 or visit www.light-
housetp.org.

Yes, I know that it 
is only one month – 
28 days – the short-
est month of the 
year.  Yes, I know 
that our heritage is 
so much more than 

what is shared during this period of 
time, but I, like so many others, still 
jump on the bandwagon to salute 
people who are so rich in culture, tra-
dition, innovation and love and I do 
my best to utilize every single day of 
the month (and beyond).

As you know, churches, organiza-
tions, and schools are holding fes-
tivities all month long to celebrate 
the accomplishments of the African 
American race during this period we 
officially refer to as Black History 
Month. 

Over the years, Black History 
Month has evolved into a month of 
educational opportunities for people 
of every color and as the celebration 
continues to grow but how many of 
us know the history of its origin.  

We all know that for hundreds of 
years, the African American people 
and contributions by anyone of a 
dark hue were not a part of docu-
mented history.  We also know that 
the accomplishments made by any-
one of color were usually claimed by 
others and that initially if it were not 
for “word of mouth”, there would be 
no Black History to share. 

In honor of the month, that has 
taught me so much about the life my 
ancestor’s led, I’d like to take this op-
portunity to again share the origin of 
Black History Month for those who 
may want a refresher on the story of 
a one of the most influential men of 
the 20th century, an African Ameri-
can and the father of Black History.

The story of Black History Month 
begins with historian Carter G. 
Woodson. Woodson was passion-
ate about black history. His pas-
sion, however, evolved in the most 
unlikely place. While working at a 
coal mine when he was twenty, the 
daily conversation of the black Civil 
War veterans often focused on inter-
esting historical facts not recorded 
in history books. Woodson realized 
that despite the constantly evolving 
history of the African American ex-
perience, documentation was sparse. 
Woodson’s enthusiasm led him to 
college where he earned a bachelor 
degree in European history and a 
Ph.D. in history. As a new graduate, 
he managed to earn a living as a high 
school teacher and later as a profes-
sor of history at Howard University. 
Yet, his desire to document black 
history remained. He co-founded 

and financed the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History in 
1915 with the lofty goal for it to both 
publish and fund research and writ-
ing projects about black history. 

After the organization received 
substantial funding, Woodson was 
able resign from Howard and dedi-
cate all of his time to the Association. 
Through the organization, he estab-
lished a home study program, di-
rected the study of African American 
history in schools, hired researchers 
to search the international archives, 
and lastly, he founded the Associated 
Publishers. It published books and 
resources about black history. The 
Association also published the quar-
terly publication the Journal of Ne-
gro History, which was distributed 
throughout the world. 

In 1926, Woodson finally came 
across an idea that would forever 
associate his name with Black His-
tory Month. Negro History Week, 
as it was called by the black frater-
nity Omega Psi Phi, was a week in 
February dedicated to celebrating 
the achievements of blacks. Their 
celebration was somewhat stagnant 
until Woodson offered to put the As-
sociation’s name behind the idea in 
February 1926. Woodson chose the 
second week in February because it 
marked the birthdays of Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. 
Through Woodson’s promotion of 
the celebration in the Journal of Ne-
gro History and the creation and dis-
tribution of kits for children, Negro 
History Week gained in popularity. 
In 1976, it evolved into Black His-
tory Month.

Remember the verse that I often 
find myself sharing with you – Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

Because of the sharing that has 
taken place among the African 
American race, and the Lord’s 
promise of deliverance, black people 
can continue to share their salvation 
from sin and their growth in knowl-
edge through the observance of 
Black History Month. 

The Mississippi Link, a messen-
ger for news in and around the state 
of Mississippi, would like to serve 
as your personal messenger to share 
your news and the news of your 
place of worship and visit.

You may contact Daphne M. Hig-
gins at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mississippi 
Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jack-
son, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

The Biblical Philosophy of Dating

2013 Black History 
Month Celebration 
Hearts for Christ

During the mid-
dle of the month 
that so many Af-
rican Americans 
celebrate with 
such vigor, we find 
ourselves celebrat-

ing Valentine’s Day, as well.  
With this celebration there should 

be the Biblical Philosophy of Dat-
ing. Here are some things to keep in 
mind.

If a Christian is truly interested 
in a person beyond friendship then 
they must view that relationship as 
serious and potentially heads toward 
marriage. If a Christian does not see 
himself or herself marrying that per-
son then they should not date them. 
This would be a waste of time and 
possibly compromise one’s Chris-
tian values. Furthermore, a serious 
relationship with non-Christians is 
forbidden by scripture: “Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with un-
believers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteous-
ness and what communion hath 
light with darkness?” (2 Corinthi-
ans 6:14).  Many single Christians 
have brought much un-necessary 
emotional pain upon themselves 
because they disregarded this prin-
ciple. By the way, if a Christian has 
a friend that they have no romantic 
feelings for that they hang out with 
then that’s fine as long as no hanky-
panky is going on (smile).

Can you handle the truth? Most 
people can’t handle what the Bible 
suggest that single people do in 
terms of relationships because it is 
drastically opposite of the heathen 
worldly philosophy of dating. There 
is no such thing as dating in the 
Bible…only engagement. Betrothal 
is defined as “An engagement is a 
promise to marry, and also the pe-
riod of time between proposal and 
marriage. During this period, a cou-

ple is said to be engaged to be mar-
ried.” (Wikipedia) Matthew 1:20, 
24, Luke 2:5.

Parents played match maker for 
their children in Biblical times, an 
idea that is frowned upon today in 
our wicked western culture. By the 
way, if dating is not in the Bible then 
where did it come from? All you 
have to do is reflect upon the results 
of dating and its origin will be quite 
clear. Dating has led to many un-
wed mothers, un-planned pregnan-
cies, sexually transmitted diseases, 
high rates of single parents which 
is a primary reason the prisons are 
full, and has landed many a broken 
heart(s) and emotional scares. Per-
haps this is why dating is not found 
in the Bible-God never intended 
such a thing given the devastation it 
can cause. 

By the way, teenagers are too 
emotionally immature to be al-
lowed to date. If you can’t take care 
of a baby and if you are not ready 
to be married then dating is not for 
you.  When and/or if you do, you 
will have made yourself vulner-
able to lust, potential pregnancy, 
premature-parenthood, diseases, 
and emotional scares. Dating is 
nothing more than a sophisticated 
name Satan uses to cover up its real 
name,”Da Playa’s Club”.     

Now, some of you are asking 
the question, “But what can single 
Christians do if they don’t date?” 
This is a good question and you 
may not like the answer, but here 
goes.  First of all, the answers pro-
vided are from the Bible so it will be 
shocking to what you are acquaint-
ed with regarding dating. The Apos-
tle Paul said: “Now concerning the 
unmarried, I have no command of 
the Lord, but I give my opinion as 
one who by the Lord’s mercy is 
trustworthy.” (1 Corinthians 7:25) 
Again, God didn’t address dating 
because He had parents in place to 
help their children get a good part-

ner for marriage. 
A)  First priority is to please 

Christ: The Apostle Paul said, “I 
want you to be free from anxiet-
ies. The unmarried man is anxious 
about the affairs of the Lord, how 
to please the Lord...” (1 Corinthians 
7:32) Christian singles’ main objec-
tive should not be to find a spouse or 
boyfriend or girlfriend. Their main 
goal should be to please Christ. Sa-
tan loves it when Christians get all 
caught up in relationships because 
often they never reach their full 
potential in Christ. Satan’s strategy 
is to seduce them into sexual sins, 
bring about babies out of wedlock, 
and make their lives harder and 
cause them to get discouraged and 
fall further away from Christ.  

B)  Second priority to be holy: 
“…And the unmarried woman or 
girl is anxious about the affairs of 
the Lord, how to be holy in body 
and spirit…” (1 Corinthians 7:34) 
Notice it says, “…anxious about 
the affairs of the Lord…” In other 
words, single Christians should 
concern themselves with the things 
of God first and not get sidetracked 
by vices Satan uses to keep them 
from fulfilling God’s will in their 
lives. What happens if a single 
Christian seeks to please God and 
live holy? Isaac’s life is a good ex-
ample of what God does for those 
who seek holiness. God will ensure 
that they get the right person. Read 
Genesis chapter 24 for details. Isaac 
was meditating when all of a sud-
den his wife to be was brought to 
him. If single Christians put Christ 
first and seek to please Him, God 
will be responsible for bringing the 
right person into their path.  

C)  Third priority is the way 
to view the opposite sex: “…
treat younger men like brothers… 
younger women like sisters, in all 
purity.” (1 Timothy 5:1, 2) Single 
Christians are to not view each oth-
er as sex objects but rather as saintly 

relatives with the highest respect 
for one another which includes not 
doing anything to them that would 
cause them to sin. 

Before I close, I will address one 
more issue - Can Christians hug and 
kiss?  1 Peter 5:14, “Greet one an-
other with the kiss of love…” The 
Greek word here is agape which is 
godly love…unconditional love. 
This is not talking about eros or a 
romantic kind of love. Peter is not 
talking about French kissing which 
obviously leads to other things. 
Hugging is alright as long as it’s not 
long, hot steamy embraces that can 
lead to other things. 

The ideal is that if single Chris-
tians practice the above…especially 
women, many men would start 
respecting women a lot more and 
many more marriages would take 
place. Numerous men are not buy-
ing the cow because the milk is free.     

About the Pastor
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 

of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison.  Residents 
of Madison, he and wife, Minis-
ter Yolanda; are the proud parents 
of three daughters:  Noel, Leona 
and Leondria.  Rev. Collier has 
received degrees from Criswell 
College in Dallas, Texas; Southern 
Methodist University – Perkins 
School of Theology; and a Mas-
ters of Divinity from Memphis 
Theological Seminary; as well 
as participated in the Theological 
Opportunities Program at Harvard 
Divinity School in Cambridge, 
MA.  A pastor for 23 years, Col-
lier serves as a volunteer chap-
lain for various law enforcement 
agencies in the metro area and for 
the Mississippi Governor’s Man-
sion.  He is currently employed 
as a part-time chaplain for Tyson 
Foods in Vicksburg, MS.  Rev. 
Collier can be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or e-
mail him at karab5@live.com

N E w s  f R o M  T h E  w o R D

By Rev. Leon Collier. 
Special to The Mississippi Link

R E i g N i N g  A N N o u N c E M E N T s
True Light Missionary Baptist Church, 224 Bell St., Jackson, youth ministry will partici-
pate in several activities throughout the month of February.  On Saturday, February 9, the 
youth choir will sing at St. John M. B. Church’s Youth Extravaganza at 4 pm.  The church 
is located at 4895 Medgar Evers Blvd. On Saturday, February 16, the youth will take a field 
trip; touring the home of Medgar Evers at 10:30 a.m.  On Sunday, February 17, the Black 
History Program/JPS Day of Prayer will be held during the church’s 11 a.m. worship service. 
The speaker for this occasion will be Dr. Cedrick Gray, superintendent of Jackson Public 
Schools.  For more information call 601-607-7011, 601-355-7364 or e-mail the church at 
infotlmbc@yahoo.com.

South Liberty Missionary Baptist Church, 155 E. Dinkins St., Canton, will celebrate Black 
History Month on Sunday, February 10, at 10:50 a.m.  The theme is “Enduring Through the 
Years Grounded by Faith”. The speaker will be Effie Jackson.  For additional information, 
call 601-859-3172.

Amazing Institutional COGIC, 2603 W. Capitol St., Jackson, will host its Annual Black His-
tory Month Celebration/Appreciation Program on Sunday, February 17, at 6 p.m.  The theme 
is “Remembering the Past, Focusing on the Future and Celebrating our Own”.  The scripture 
for this event – “I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people:  I will sing unto thee among the 
nations”.  For more information call 601-906-7413, 601-502-4949 or 601-969-4047.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park Road, Flora, will 
host its Black History Program on Friday, February 15, at 7:30 p.m.  The church will also 
celebrate its annual revival Monday through Friday, February 18 – 22, from 7:30 p.m. each 
night.  Revivalist Bishop Cecil Hale of Santa Rosa, CA, will be the speaker. For more call 
(601) 879-3999 or visit www.holycityempowermentministries.com 
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John 14:1-3: 
“Let not your 
heart be trou-
bled; you be-
lieve in God, be-
lieve also in me.  
In My Father’s 

house are many mansions; if 
it were not so, I would have 
told you.  I go to prepare a 
place for you.  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there 
you may be also.”

During the years of Jesus’ 
ministry on earth, the dis-
ciples continually wondered 
about His kingdom.  When 
would it come? What would 
their role be? But the kingdom 
Jesus spoke about was first of 
all a spiritual kingdom estab-
lished in the hearts and lives 
of believers.  God’s presence 
and power dwells in believ-
ers in the person of the Holy 
Spirit.  God planned that the 
Holy Spirit would come to 
empower believers.

The coming of Christ will 
be with great demonstration of 
power.  He will be accompa-
nied by “all the Holy Angels,” 

and there will be the great 
shout, the voice of the archan-
gel and the trump of God.  He 
comes in the cloud of Heaven 
with power and great glory.  

At that moment, the righ-
teous dead will be raised.  But 
the wicked dead will be raised 
also, for every eye will see 
Him.  This group will include 
the soldiers who nailed Him to 
the cross and pierced His side.  
This is the hour in which all 
that are in their graves, good 
and bad, will come forth.  

The standard of judgment 
is the Gospel, to all who have 
heard it.  Christ declares that 
we shall be judged by His 
Words in the last day.  Human 
standards and the opinions of 
men will not do.

If the church does not take 
the Gospel to the world, and 
take it now, no one knows 
what may happen.  

The only power which can 
save the world is the power of 
love as revealed in the cross 
of Christ and declared in the 
Gospel of Christ.  The only 
power which can save the mil-
lions of lost men and women 
and boys and girls is the Gos-
pel, and they must have it and 
have it now.  Soul saving is 

the primary, the central, work 
of every true Christian and ev-
ery real church.  

If the lost are to be found, 
if men and women and boys 
and girls are to be saved, if 
the sick are to be healed, if be-
lievers are to be spirit-filled, if 
the church is to be built, if the 
will of God is to be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven, if the 
church is to find its life and its 
power, if a divided church is 
to find its unity, if a hesitant 
church is to be galvanized into 
action, if a confused church is 
to know its message and ac-
complish its purpose, if an 
immoral society is to be made 
moral, if a confused world is 
to find its direction, if a mad 
world is to be saved from utter 
destruction - in short, if Chris-
tians are going to work with 
God for the saving of men and 
women, boys and girls, the 
church must evangelize.  

The Gospel is supposed 
to be translated through our 
lives, so others can see the 
real difference Christ makes.

Do you recall the ten vir-
gins in the Gospel according 
to Matthew 25:1-13? Five 
were wise and five were fool-
ish (please read the entire 

chapter).  Our Lord Jesus will 
come to His people, at the 
great day as a Bridegroom; he 
will come in pomp and rich at-
tire, attended with His friends.  

To be eternally glorified is 
to be in His immediate pres-
ence and in the most intimate 
fellowship and communion 
with Him.  Those, and those 
only, shall go to Heaven here-
after, who is made ready for 
Heaven here.  

“Do you know the end of 
time is near?  Be ready when 
He comes; soon the Lord to 
judge us shall appear; be ready 
when He comes.  There is aw-
ful danger in delay, be ready 
when He comes. Will you cast 
your only hope away?  Be 
ready when He comes.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green 
III is pastor of Crossroads 
Church of God in Farmhaven 
(Canton), Miss., and is mar-
ried to Velma L. Green. He 
honorably served in the U.S. 
Army for 20 years. Presently, 
Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
vice-chairman at the South-
eastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of February 7

1. It’s Not Over   Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson
2. Take Me To The King  Tamela Mann
3. Hold On   James Fortune & FIYA Featuring Monica & Fred Hammond
4. Life & Favor (You Don’t Know) John P. Kee And New Life
5. Awesome   Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago
6. Testimony   Anthony Brown & group therAPy
7. Turning Around For Me  VaShawn Mitchell
8. Shifting The Atmosphere Jason Nelson
9. Your Best Days Yet  Bishop Paul S. Morton
10. God’s Up To Something Good Hart Ramsey & The NCC Family Choir

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Are you prepared for the 
Second Coming of Christ?

A few years 
ago, my church 
hosted a national 
prayer conference 
with a few hun-
dred prayer lead-
ers from all over 

the nation in attendance. The focus 
was to strengthen those whose spe-
cific ministry is to pray for local, 
national and global church com-
munities.

One of the speakers, Dana Ol-
son, gave a very thought-provoking 
workshop on how to pray the scrip-
tures. He said that many people who 
struggle in their prayer life should 
focus on reading the scripture  and 
then spend time praying for God to 
show what he wanted them to learn 
from the scripture.

Olson also said that when you 
start praying God’s word, you are 
less inclined to pray your fleshly 
desires. However, according to Ol-
son, praying scriptures is not simply 
reciting memorized prayers or pray-
ing your favorite biblical verse (i.e. 
Jesus wept).

Praying scriptures is a disciplined 
way to reading and then reflecting 
on your scriptural passage. He add-
ed that it’s about letting the scripture 
lead you into prayer and not the oth-
er way around. Most importantly, 
it’s about going broader, higher and 
deeper in your intimate relationship 
with God. A key part of being able 
to pray the scripture means that you  
know which one to go to or you 
have a way of finding out the  scrip-
ture that might work for you.

Praying the scripture means 
that we strive not to get ahead of 
God in any area of our lives but 
remain submitted to his perfect 

will. We will work to live out the 
truth found in Ephesians 3:17-19:  
“And I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the saints, 
to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, 
and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge - that you may be filled 
to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.”

Thinking about the connection 
between praying scripture and hav-
ing a closer walk with God brings 
to mind numerous natural examples 
of this type of spiritual discipline.   
During this Valentine’s season, the 
most wonderful time of the year for 
some, flowers, chocolate and jewel-
ry symbolize the depth of love and 
appreciation for others.

Whether you have someone, 
wish you had someone or wish you 
had a different someone, it’s still a 
beautiful time to think about how to 
show genuine love to your signifi-
cant other, co-workers, family and 
friends.

What does this have to do with 
praying the scripture? During this 
time of the year, many will go to 
great lengths to show how deep 
their love is because they value the 
impact it has on strengthening their 
relationship. In much the same way, 
praying the scriptures gives us the 
chance to show that we are willing 
to have the same sense of passion 
and devotion in building a stronger 
relationship with God.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at love-
hangover@juno.com, at www.she-
wandariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 

Loving 
without limits

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link By Shewanda Riley
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 2251 – Telecommunications and Internet Access Services

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, un-
til 10:00 A/M. (Local Prevailing Time) February 14, 2013, at which time 
and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A mandatory 
pre-bidders conference meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 5, 
2013 at 10:00 A.M.  The location of the pre-bidders conference will be 
held in ITS Conference Room, 2nd floor at Jackson Public School Dis-
trict Central Office Building, 662 South President Street, Jackson, MS, 
39201.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid 
if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  

2/7/13
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HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!
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Amos and Andy  
   TV Show DVD Set 
Watch the 1950’s classic TV show “Amos 
and Andy” on DVD! You will get all 71 
Episodes! The Amos and Andy TV Show 
DVD Set cost only $79.00! To Order By 
Phone,Call: 1-800-323-9741.  
To Order By Mail, Send $79.00 To:  
Amos and Andy DVD Set, PO Box 8344,  
Dept 77, Gurnee, IL 60031  
Please include your telephone number. 
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Dept 77, Gurnee, IL 60031  
Please include your telephone number. 
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ATTENTION:
The Drugs GranuFlo® and NaturaLyte®

have been linked to increased risks of heart attacks, sudden 
cardiac death, cardiovascular death, pulmonary arrest and
other cardiovascular complications.

You should act now! For a free consultation, please call:
THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding Marc Boutwell
can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

If you were prescribed GranuFlo® or NaturaLyte® and have 
suffered from heart problems including heart attack and other
heart conditions, you may have a claim for damages.
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suffered from heart problems including heart attack and other
heart conditions, you may have a claim for damages.

ATTENTION:
The Drugs GranuFlo® and NaturaLyte®

have been linked to increased risks of heart attacks, sudden 
cardiac death, cardiovascular death, pulmonary arrest and
other cardiovascular complications.

You should act now! For a free consultation, please call:
THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding Marc Boutwell
can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

If you were prescribed GranuFlo® or NaturaLyte® and have 
suffered from heart problems including heart attack and other
heart conditions, you may have a claim for damages.

PASS
Marc Boutwell

2x2

3.556x2
48 Web

Marc Boutwell
2x2

3.33x2
46 Web

Marc Boutwell
2x2

Delivery Drivers: CDL-A. 
Top Earners: $65k/yr.
Safety/Perform Bonus. 

Full Family Benefits. 401k.
Food Srvce/Bevrg Exp A+. 

877-704-3012



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.

DANCOR TRANSIT, INC.
Mid-South Regional/Dedicated Carrier

We offer both Regional
and Local Positions

Local Positions-Home Daily
Regional Positions-95% Home Weekends
Contact Recruiting for more information

on Positions Available
Paid Per-Diem, Direct Deposit,

Paid Weekly
Medical/Dental/Vision Insurance

Bonuses for Safety/Longevity/Driver
Referral /DOT Inspections
Class  “A” CDL/Required

1 Year Verifiable OTR
Call 866-677-4333

www.dancortransit.com   
DRIVER - QUALIFY FOR ANY POR-
TION OF $0.03/MILE QUARTERLY
BONUS: $.01 Safety, $.01 Production,
$.01 MPG. Two raises in first year. 3
months recent experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com   
Drivers - CDL-A $5,000 SIGN-ON
BONUS for experienced solo OTR drivers
and O/O’s. Tuition reimbursement also
available! New student pay & lease pro-
gram. USA TRUCK. 877-521-5775.
www.USATruck.jobs
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.

SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - ENJOY 60% OFF
Tender Hugs and Kisses with chocolates
for your Valentine! Site price: $49.99, you
pay just $19.99. Plus take 20% off other
gifts over $29. Go to
www.Proflowers.com/fabulous or call 1-
888-727-9844.
SHARI’S BERRIES - DELIGHT all of
your Valentine’s with our freshly dipped
strawberries, decadent truffles and hand-
crafted sweets! Save 20% off qualifying
gifts over $29. Visit
www.berries.com/enticing or call 1-888-
718-8514.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.

Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
LAND OWNERS - 2013 Estate Taxes
changes could have financial conse-
quences for Mississippi property owners
and farmers. Protect your Estate from
Taxes and Probate. For FREE information
packet call 1-877-266-0500, 24/7.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of February 3, 2013

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399
Place Your Classified

Ad
STATEWIDE

In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

Feb3_MCAN
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!!! DIALYSIS ALERT !!! 
FDA Warning issued for 

GranuFlo® and NaturaLyte®

If you or a loved one used  GranuFlo® or Nat-
uraLyte® in a dialysis treatment between Janu-
ary 2008 and June 2012 and suffered a heart
attack, heart damage, stroke or death within 48
hours, you or your loved one may have been
injured by this product.  

Know Your Legal Rights!
Contact attorney 

Robert G. “Trey” Taylor, III* 
for free consultation at (601) 826-0520 
or  by email at RT3ATTY@gmail.com.  

*More information about attorney is available at the Mississippi State Bar
(601) 355-8635 and the Texas State Bar (512) 427-1463.   Principal office :
Houston, Texas. 
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HIP IMPLANT
PATIENTS

ATTENTION!

If you or a loved one received a metal on metal hip implant, your 
implant may be the subject of a nationwide recall. The DEPUY ASR XL
hip implant and STRYKER REJUVENATE OR STRYKER ABG II 
hip implants have been recalled by the manufacturers.

ALREADY HAD REVISION SURGERY ON YOUR METAL TO METAL
HIP? YOU STILL MAY HAVE A LEGAL CLAIM FOR DAMAGES!

Verhine & Verhine, PLLC
E. Scott Verhine, Attorney

CALL TOLL-FREE (855) 637-0791 OR (601) 636-0791
or email Scott Verhine: scott@verhine.biz

1013 Adams Street, Vicksburg, MS 39183  www.verhine.biz
The MS Bar advises that a decision on legal services should not be based solely on advertisement. Free background 

information available upon request. Listing of areas of practice does not indicate expertise therein.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO MAKE YOUR CLAIM!
• Don’t know your hip model? We can help!
• We will NOT make a claim against your 

surgeon or hospital...only the manufacturer.
NO RECOVERY/NO FEE!
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



JPS sends several football players to the next level
National signing was Tuesday, 

Feb. 5. Several colleges, junior 
colleges and universities were on 
their heels hoping that they land-
ed their recruits. Jackson Public 
Schools took advantage of the 
day by showcasing most of their 
football signees together.   Forest 
Hill, Murrah and Jim Hill play-
ers, coaches and families were on 
hand to witness their athlete sign 
on the dotted line.

Forest hill led the way with 10 
players signing, followed by Mur-
rah with 6, and Jim Hill with 1. 
Jackson Public Schools Athletic 
Director, Clinton Johnson, spoke 
of the commitment it takes to 
achieve such a goal. Teachers and 
coaches have to be demanding to 
push athletes and students to their 
potential. JPS Superintendent, Dr. 
Cedrick Gray concluded the occa-
sion with remarks.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

Jim Hill signee (center)

Forest Hill signees
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Murrah signees

Dr. Cedrick Gray, JPS Superintendent Athletic Director Clinton Johnson
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Nissan Canton worker campaign 
www.beneaththeshine.org

Photos By ayesha k. mustafaa

Recently the Nissan Canton 
announced its eighth model 
Nissan to be built at the plant, 
an indication that business is 
good.

Nissan Canton is charitable. 
It donated $20,000 and ve-
hicle support to a local faith-
based effort to provide relief 
to victims of Hurricane Sandy. 
Cannon Nissan of Jackson of-
fered a two-year lease deal on 
a 2012 Nissan Leaf, its first 
electric vehicle, to be used by 
the Hinds County Sheriff’s 
Department employees to be 
transported to community and 
neighborhood meetings and 
educational opportunities at 
local schools.

But some employees at Nis-
san Canton say such charitable 
gestures as noted above are 
not enough to offset worker 
discrepancies, claiming that 
on the job they are treated like 
“second class citizens.”

In a guest column printed 
in a local newspaper in Janu-
ary 2013, Rev. Isiac Jackson 
Jr. said, “When Nissan opened 
its plant in Canton, we wel-
comed the corporation with 
open arms, delighted for the 
opportunity for our neighbors 
and congregants to demon-
strate their outstanding skills 
and work ethnic. We provided 
generous tax incentives.”

In regards to Nissan Can-
ton’s support for community 
programs, Jackson wrote, 
“While it is noble that Nissan 
attempts to support financially 
various community programs, 
we do not want gifts and fa-
vors. We do not want paternal-
ism. Our dignity is not for sale. 
Our equality is not for sale. 
Our rights are not for sale.”

In his commentary, Jackson 
claimed that Nissan Canton is 
“allegedly increasingly turn-
ing to labor contractors to 
provide ‘temporary’ workers 
at lower pay and with fewer 
benefits than Nissan’s regular 
workforce.”

He added that these “tem-
porary workers work for years 
typically doing the same jobs 
but without job security or 
the ability to plan for their fu-
ture.” He added, “We are call-
ing upon Nissan’s American 
management to abide by the 
global labor standards widely 
accepted by your company and 
other companies throughout 
the world.” (In The Mississip-
pi Link’s Jan. 31, 2013 issue, 
a list of countries where Nis-
san has unionized plants was 
given.)

Therefore some Nissan 

employees began efforts to 
join the United Auto Workers 
union, seeing the union as a 
way to “collaborate, cooperate 
and problem-solve with Nis-
san in a positive, constructive 
manner,” said Jackson.

Jackson is chairman of the 
Mississippi Alliance for Fair-
ness at Nissan Committee 
(MAFFAN), which was found-
ed after Congressman Bennie 
Thompson (D-MS) called on 
Mississippi leaders to form a 
committee to stand up for Nis-
san workers.

Much of the promotions at 
the MAFFAN rally held on the 
campus of Tougaloo College 
on Jan. 29, 2013, featured its 
new website www.beneath-
theshine.org and www.dobet-
ternissan.org

On the website, Nissan 
worker Lee Ruffin calls the 
temporary status of some Nis-
san workers which he says 
lasts for years a “race to the 
bottom.”

Others joining the workers 
rallying at Tougaloo were stu-
dents of the Mississippi Stu-
dent Justice Alliance (SJA), 
which focused on the “so-
cial justice issue.” In the SJA 
newsletter are listed the rea-
sons for the students’ support:

“These workers deserve 
the opportunity to assert their 
human right to organize and 
have a seat at the table within 
the workplace. Students and 
young activists in Mississippi 
are standing in solidarity with 
Nissan workers and have com-
prised the SJA in the same 
spirit of the Student Non-Vio-
lent Coordinating Committee 
and other civil rights groups.”

SJA has vowed to “use so-
cial media networks to educate 
and mobilize students in sup-
port of Nissan workers and 
other workers fighting for the 
right to organize.” In its news-
letter masthead, it features his-
toric civil rights workers such 
as Fannie Lou Hamer.

According to Joe Atkins, 
who wrote in the Jackson Free 
Press, “Mississippi’s rich civil 
rights history was a factor in 
the UAW’s decision to take a 
stand in Canton. In the early 
1960s, state NAACP leader 
and civil rights martyr Medgar 
Evers worked hand-in-hand 
with state AFL-CIO lead-
ers Claude Ramsay, Thomas 
Knight and Ray Smithhart.”

Atkins said, “Like other la-
bor leaders in the South, they 
endured many defections of 
white members from their 
ranks as a result of their stand 
for civil rights.”

Atkins noted that most of the 

workforce at the Nissan Can-
ton plant is African American.
He added, “Federal law guar-
antees workers have the right 
to organize in a union without 
harassment.”

Atkins noted that the UAW’s 
“sit-down strikes in the 1930s 
helped establish modern-day 
labor. And in the 1960s, UAW 
leader Walter Reuther marched 
alongside Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Reuther said during that fa-
mous March on Washington in 
August 1963, “When (police 
commissioner) Bull Connor 
is destroying freedom in Bir-
mingham, he is destroying my 
freedom in Detroit.”

The “Look Beneath the 
Shine of Nissan” website lists 
as one of the objectives: “No 
worker should earn less wag-
es or benefits than his or her 
counterparts for performing 
the same work simply because 
he or she is employed by a 
temporary agency or contrac-
tor.”

And, “… Nissan should re-
spect the right to organize as 
enshrined in the United Na-
tions’ International Labor Or-
ganization. … [J]ust as Nis-
san and its Alliance Partner 
Renault respect the rights of 
workers in Japan, France, the 
United Kingdom and across 
the globe, it must respect the 
right to organize by its work-
force in Mississippi.”

Along with Dr. Isiac Jackson 
Jr., members of MAFFAN in-
clude: Rev. Gary Adams, Zion 
Chapel AME Church; Rims 
Barber, civil rights activist; 
Bishop Ronnie Crudup, New 
Horizon International Church; 
Pastor Reginald Buckley, Cade 
Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church; Pastor Jimmy Lee Ed-
wards, Rosemont Missionary 
Baptist Church; Charlie Horhn, 
director of External Affairs 
for the office of Congressman 
Bennie Thompson, MS 2nd 
Congressional District; Pastor 
Jesse Horton, Emmanuel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church; Tyson 
Jackson, Mississippi Student 
Justice Alliance; Derrick John-
son, President, Mississippi 
State NAACP; Kenny Wayne 
Jones, MS State Senator 21st 
District; Pastor Horace Mc-
Millon, Open Door Mennonite 
Church; Pastor C.J. Rhodes, 
Mt. Helm Missionary Baptist 
Church; Kathy Sykes, commu-
nity organizer for Mississippi 
Immigrant Rights Alliance; 
Father Jerry Tobin, Norbertine 
Priory, St. Moses of the Black 
Catholic Church; and Cassan-
dra Welchlin, policy advocate  
and community organizer.

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Bishop Ronnie Crudup

(l-r) kathy l. sykes, Danny Glover, Cassandra Welchin, Deacon bill Washington (background), rev. barron banks and supporter.

rev. isiac Jackson Jr. Tougaloo president Dr. beverly Wade Hogan



Book Review:
“The AmisTAd ReBellion”
BymARcus RedikeR  
  c.2012, viking 
   $27.95 / $29.50 Canada  •  288 pages

History is filled with half-
truths, especially about our 
heroes. Lincoln, for instance, 
wasn’t the stern, humorless man 
that old photos lead you to be-
lieve. Queen Victoria was very 
definitely “amused” quite of-
ten.  Roosevelt made mistakes, 
Boudica had her fears, and even 
Churchill undoubtedly had his 
doubts. 

Or so we hope, because we 
want our heroes to be human, 
too. And for that, author Marcus 
Rediker dug deep to present a 
few surprises in his new book 
“The Amistad Rebellion.” 

It should’ve been a routine 
trip for Ramon Ferrer, captain of 
the Amistad. He was hired to ac-
cept cargo, sail it from Havana 
to another port in Cuba and drop 
it off, where it would be sorted 
and sold. Routine, but it cost 
him his life because the cargo, 
49 men and four children, had 
other ideas.

Up until then, the journey for 
these men and children had been 
like that of every other slave who 
came through the Middle Pas-
sage: most had been snatched 
by slave hunters (although some 
had been taken in exchange for 
a family member’s debt), they 
were crammed beneath the deck 
of the ship, stacked on shelves 
with little-to-no room to move, 
often with less than three feet of 
headroom. 

Food was scarce, water was 
often denied, the stench of bond-
age choked them, and many 
died. Of those who did not, it 
was said that their bodies some-
times never recovered from the 
voyage. But on the moonless 
night of July 2, 1839, the Amis-
tad Africans, as Rediker calls 
them, had had enough.  

One broke a padlock that held 
them below deck and, through 
the leadership of four men from 
various tribes who shared mem-
bership in a cultural society, they 
snatched cane knives, snuck up 
from below, and immediately 
killed the ship’s slave-cook, 
who had been taunting them for 
days. 

They attacked other crew 
members, slashed at the captain, 
seized the ship, and forced their 
Spanish “owners” to sail back 
to Sierra Leone. But the surviv-
ing Spaniards tricked the Afri-
cans and kept the Amistad near 
American shores, hoping that 
U.S. authorities would help. 

So they did - which ended 
in a major trial, political wran-
gling, and a 19th century media 
circus that changed history. You 
saw the movie and you think 
you know all about what hap-
pened on the Amistad. But you 
don’t…, until you’ve read this 
book.

Author Marcus Rediker does 
an exceptional job in putting 
individual faces on each of the 
ships passengers and those who 
assisted them on their journey 
home. We come to see their 
strength, wisdom and playful-
ness, which softens this story 
with personality and turns these 
men into more than just histori-
cal figures.

I appreciated that Rediker 
doesn’t stop there, but carefully 
explains how the Amistad Re-
bellion affected slavery and his-
tory in general.

Though I must admit that I 
liked the first two-thirds of this 
book better than the latter part, 
I think it’s an exciting, horrify-
ing, triumphant tale overall and 
definitely worth reading. 

If you’re in need of a story 
like that, then “The Amistad Re-
bellion” is truly what you want. 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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Word has it that Ne-Yo is 
being considered for one of 
the two vacant “X Factor” 
seats next to Simon Cowell on 
the judging panel next season.

The recording artist, born 
Shaffer Chimere Smith, cur-
rently heads up A&R at Mo-
town Records. He confirmed 
to The Hollywood Reporter 
that talks about replacing L.A. 
Reid have commenced, but 

those conversations are still in 
the very early stages.

“I don’t want anybody to 
put too much stock in that,” 
says Ne-Yo. “It honestly and 
truly may not happen. It’s just 
conversation right now, and 
everybody knows that in L.A., 
until the ink is dry on the con-
tract, nothing is for certain.”

That’s not to say Ne-Yo 
wouldn’t say yes if offered the 
position.

“I feel like I have some vi-
tal information that I can give 
to an artist that will guarantee 
them a career as opposed to a 
flash-in-the-pan,” he muses. 
“And we all know that it’s 
very, very easy for that to hap-
pen nowadays.

“So with that being said, 
yeah, I could definitely do it.”

There are already critics of 
the singer who believe he’s 
not as qualified as Reid - or 

even outgoing judge Britney 
Spears.

“I heard that there were 
some people that felt like I 
hadn’t been as successful as 
Britney Spears or L.A. Reid, 
completely ignoring the fact 
that I haven’t been in the busi-
ness as long as either one of 
them. But that’s neither here 
nor there. They didn’t feel like 
I would have any kind of input 
to give to an up-and-coming 

artist,” he said.
“I feel like nothing could be 

farther from the truth. I really 
don’t feel like I would have 
a job as an A&R person at a 
prestigious record label if I 
didn’t have something to give 
to an up-and-coming artist.”

As senior vice president of 
A&R, Ne-Yo currently serves 
as a mentor to all Motown 
talent while seeking out and 
signing new artists.

ENTERTAINMENT
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Ne-Yo on ‘X Factor’ rumor: ‘I could definitely do it’

Alicia Keys to join 
Maroon 5 for Grammy 
performance

Wesley Snipes’ 
‘Gallowwalkers’ 
moving forward

Fourteen-time Grammy win-
ner Alicia Keys will team up 
with current Grammy nominees 
Maroon 5 for a special perfor-
mance at the 55th Annual Gram-
my Awards.

Frank Ocean is also set to per-
form at the awards show. He is 
nominated for six awards him-
self, including Record of the 
Year for Thinkin Bout You, Al-
bum of the Year and Best Urban 
Contemporary Album for Chan-
nel Orange, and Best New Artist.

Maroon 5, already a three-time 
Grammy winner, is nominated 
this year for best pop duo/group 
performance for “Payphone” 
and best pop vocal album for 
“Overexposed.”

Previously announced per-
formers include Rihanna, Taylor 
Swift, Carrie Underwood, The 

Black Keys, The 
Lumineers, Mum-
ford & Sons, Jack 
White and Justin 
Timberlake, as well 
as Elton John and 
current nominee Ed 
Sheeran performing 
live together for the 
first time.

Two-time Gram-
my winner LL 
Cool J will host the 
awards again this 
year.

Presenters an-
nounced already are 
current nominees 
Carly Rae Jepsen 
and Katy Perry, as well as Kaley 
Cuoco, Neil Patrick Harris, five-
time Grammy winner Faith Hill, 
three-time Grammy winner Tim 
McGraw, and four-time Gram-

my winner and new American 
Idol judge Keith Urban.

The 55th Annual Grammy 
Awards airs live Sunday, Feb. 
10, at 8 p.m. ET/PT on CBS.

World sales rights to “Gal-
lowwalkers,” the fantasy horror 
flick filmed by Wesley Snipes 
before he went to prison for tax 
evasion, was picked up by VMI 
Worldwide, according to The 
Hollywood Reporter.

Snipes stars as a cursed gun-
man whose victims return as 
zombie warriors bent on re-
venge. VMI will screen the fea-
ture from director Andrew Goth 
to international buyers at the 
European Film Market in Berlin 
next week.

“Gallowwalkers” is the first 
Wesley Snipes vehicle up for 
offer for global distributors in 
more than three years. The ac-
tor’s last feature, “Game of 
Death,” was released in 2010.

VMI is hoping the one-time 

action star has lost none of his 
worldwide genre appeal.

“We are very proud to be the 
company re-introducing Wesley 
Snipes to our buyers, know-
ing the strong demand for him 
to entertain us again’ said VMI 

president Andre Relis.
In 2010, Snipes began serv-

ing a three-year prison sentence 
in McKean County, Pennsyl-
vania, for misdemeanor failure 
to file U.S. federal income tax 
returns.

BlackBerry Global Creative Director Alicia Keys 
stands at the BlackBerry 10 launch event at Pier 
36 in Manhattan Jan. 30, 2013 in New York City.

Wesley Snipes in “Gallowwalkers”

Ne-Yo attended press conference 
ahead of the Nobel Peace Prize Con-
cert at Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel in 
Oslo, Norway

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
eurweb.com
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$319

FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$169

SOLD  IN  10  LB.  BAG

FRYER  LEG
QUARTERS

PER  LB.

69¢
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$369

FRESH  LEAN  BEEF

BONELESS
STEW  MEAT

PER  LB.

$359

FRESH

GROUND  BEEF 
PATTIES

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$269

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$289

HILLSHIRE  FARMS

DELI
MEATS

9  OZ.

$329

SELECTED  KELLOGG'S

CEREALS
10.5 - 14.7  OZ. 

2/$5
SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

4/$13
ASSORTED  TOPPINGS

TONY'S
PIZZAS

15 - 17.32  OZ.

3/$5

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SALTED  REAL

BUTTER
1  LB. ....................................... 

$279

PILLSBURY  READY  TO  BAKE

COOKIES
16.5  LB. ....................................

$249

CRYSTAL  FARMS  SHREDDED  &  CHUNK

CHEESE
8  OZ.  PKG. ................................. 

$199

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SMALL  CURD  COTTAGE

CHEESE
24  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$5
BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINK
59  OZ.  CTN. ................................ 

$100

SELECT  VARIETIES  FRESH  FROZEN  

VEGETABLES
2  LB. ........................................

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

POTATOES
STEAK  FRIES,  POTATO PUFFS,  CRINKLE  CUT  
GRADE  A,  STRAIGHT  FRENCH  FRIES  2  LB ...

$169

MARY  B'S  FROZEN

BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ. .................................  

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ASSORTED  POPS  OR  BANANA

POPS
12  PACK ...................................  

$100

ASSORTED  TOPPINGS  TONY'S 

PIZZAS
15 - 17.32  OZ. .............................  

3/$5

piggly wiggly

SWEET  FLORIDA

STRAWBERRIES
1  LB.

2/$3
FRESH  CUT

FRUIT  CUPS
PER  LB.

$299
LARGE  SLICING

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

$100

FRESH

YELLOW
ONIONS

3  LB.  BAG

$129

SMALL  FANCY  YELLOW

SQUASH
PER  LB.

$100

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


