
President Barack Obama touches the Rosa Parks statue after the unveiling dur-
ing a ceremony in Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., Feb. 27, 
2013. Helping with the unveiling, were (from left): Sheila Keys, niece of Rosa 
Parks; Majority Leader Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev.; House Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio; House Minority Leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.; Assistant Demo-
cratic Leader Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C.; and Elaine Eason Keys. 
OFFiCiAL WHitE HOUSE PHOtO By CHUCK KENNEDy
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With the theme “Change is 
Happening,” First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama came to Clin-
ton Wednesday, Feb. 27, as 
the first stop on her anniver-
sary tour with Let’s Move. 
She spent much of the day at 
Northside and Eastside El-
ementary School with students 
and teachers and addressed the 
select public gathered at 2 p.m.

The First Lady was joined by 
TV personality and child nu-
trition advocate Rachael Ray 
to highlight the new healthy 
school lunches that are now 
being served across the nation. 

Thanks to the bi-partisan 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 
Act, championed by First Lady 
Obama and Ray, and signed 
into law by the President in 
2010, the 32 million students 
who eat lunch provided by 
their school are now seeing 
more fruits, vegetables, low-
fat or fat-free milk varieties, 
and whole grains; less satu-
rated fat, trans fat, and sodium; 
and proper portion sizes on 

their lunch trays.
Obama and Rachael Ray 

also hosted a cooking com-
petition between school chefs 
to highlight the new healthier 
school lunches. This portion 
of the visit will air on The Ra-
chael Ray Show March 11. 

They chose to highlight 
school lunches in Missis-
sippi, which was rated the 
most obese state in the nation 
for several years, because the 

state’s childhood obesity rates 
have declined by 13 percent 
among elementary school stu-
dents in recent years. Missis-
sippi is one of several states to 
show decreases in childhood 
obesity.

The Clinton Public School 
District mobilized the en-
tire community to make their 
schools healthier to support 
their children’s physical well-
ness and academic achieve-

ment. With leadership from the 
Superintendent, Board of Edu-
cation, parents, students and 
community leaders, Clinton 
made healthy schools a top pri-
ority and implemented district-
wide changes to bring physical 
activity and nutritious choices 
to students - all with no addi-
tional funding.

Like celebrities, four-
teen black men majestically 
strolled on a red carpet amidst 
booming praise, and received  
shinny white plaques for 
leadership and community 
service at the glitzy Delta 
Sigma Sorority Beacons and 
Blaze Honors and Black 
Gala, Saturday, February 23. 

Held at the spacious Wa-

habi Shrine Temple in Jack-
son, the event attracted a 
grand concourse of families 
and friends, with the Clinton 
(MS) Delta Alumnae Chapter 
serving as hosts.

Honorees included busi-
ness entrepreneurs, educa-
tors, religious, health, and ac-
ademic leaders. Among them 
were: Lee Rodgers Bush, 
Dr. John D. Calhoun, Atty. 
Ottowa E. Carter Jr., Cham-

ber of Commerce Chairman 
Socrates Garrett, Lieutenant 
Colonel Rodney Harris, Tim 
Craig Lee, Sam Minter, Dr. 
Paul Mobit, Damiam Muriel,  
John Neal, Dr. Dion F. Porter, 
Atty. Tom Stingley, Johnnie 
Terry and Johnny Earl Wil-
son Jr.

Chapter president Laurie 
Smith Lawson said, “This 
year, we honor fourteen Af-
rican American males who 

have made public service 
contributions to the commu-
nity in various ways, reflect-
ing the sororities five point 
program thrust.” 

Michael Adrain Davis, 
emcee for the evening, intro-
duced the 2013 Beacons and 
Blaze honorees.

Prayers, music, delicious 

Jackson State University 
(JSU) President Dr. Caro-
lyn W. Meyers highlighted 
University accomplishments 
and shared information about 
campus expansion plans dur-
ing her “Spring Update.” 
Speaking to a large audience 
February 27 at the Rose Em-
bly McCoy Auditorium on 
the JSU campus, she talked 
about expansion, enrollment, 
academic achievements, re-

search, athletics, staff devel-
opment, technology, advance-
ments, and student initiatives. 

After she congratulated and 
welcomed newly elected State 
Senator Sollie Norwood, 
Meyers announced a spring 
enrollment of 8,760 students. 
She said that this was an all 
time high for the spring se-
mester and third highest en-
rollment on record. According

WASHINGTON, D.C. - 
National Statuary Hall inside 
the U.S. Capitol was once the 
meeting place of the House 
of Representatives. Now it’s 
home to a collection of stat-

ues and monuments - two 
from each state - representing 
some of the defining figures 
in our nation’s history.

Today those sculptures 
were joined by that of a civil 

Michael Adrain Davis, emcee; Honorees: tim Lee, Socrates Garrett, Damian Murriel, Lee Bush, Johnny Wilson, Sam Minter, Luxie Frieson-taylor, 
Elayne Anthony, Laurie Lawson, Juanyce taylor, John Neal, Dion Porter, tom Stingley, Rodney Harris, Ottawa Carter and Paul Mobit. 
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Vicksburg mayor facing federal 
bribery charge

(AP) Vicksburg 
Mayor Paul Winfield 
was granted bond 
Thursday, Feb. 21, 
2013, after being 
arraigned on a federal 
bribery charge that 
says he was caught 
in an FBI investigation 
while seeking a 

$10,000 bribe for a city contract.
The 39-year-old Democrat wore an orange jail 

jumpsuit and shackles during his arraignment in U.S. 
District Court in Jackson. Magistrate Judge Keith Ball 
ordered Winfield to be released on a $10,000 unsecured 
bond. Winfield answered the judge’s questions in a 
strong, clear voice during the brief hearing but did not 
address the allegations against him. He did not enter 
a plea.

After the hearing, Winfield’s lawyer, John Colette, 
said the case at this point is just an allegation made by 
an FBI agent at this point but it’s too early to comment 
on the specific allegations. Colette said Winfield has no 
intention of resigning. “It’s a tough situation, but I think 
he’s handling it well,” Colette said.

Winfield is completing his first term as mayor of the 
historic Mississippi River city, the site of a pivotal Civil 
War battle. He recently qualified to seek re-election. 
The criminal complaint says a confidential FBI informant 
called Winfield on July 17, 2012, to discuss “pre-event 
disaster contracts” with the city.

It says the two met at a Jackson restaurant the next 
day, and the informant asked Winfield what it would take 
to get the contract. “Winfield responded `Ten’ and held 
up 10 fingers, signifying $10,000,” the complaint says.

Winfield agreed to take half the money up front and 
the rest after the contract was awarded, according to the 
complaint. The complaint says the source paid Winfield 
$5,000 in hundred dollar bills that had been provided 
by the FBI.

In August, Winfield called the informant and said he 
owed $4,300 in taxes and was “in a bind,” the complaint 
said. They later met in the parking lot of a McDonald’s 
in Natchez, where the source gave Winfield another 
$2,000 and promised to give him the remaining $3,000 
when the contract was awarded, according to the 
complaint.

Daniel McMullen, the FBI special agent in charge in 
Mississippi, said in a news release that Winfield was 
arrested Wednesday afternoon, Feb. 20, at his home. 
He was held overnight in the Madison County Jail in 
Canton. If convicted, Winfield could face up to 10 years 
in prison and a $250,000 fine.

Lee D. Thames Jr., Vicksburg’s city attorney, 
said Thursday that city officials were “blindsided” by 
Winfield’s arrest and declined to comment because he 
said he didn’t know the specific charges against the 
mayor.

Winfield is also the subject of a sexual harassment 
lawsuit from a former city employee. The former 

employee, Kenya 
Burks, said she had 
a consensual sexual 
relationship with the 
mayor but ended it when 
he became “physically 
abusive,” according to 
the complaint filed Feb. 
1, 2012.

She said the mayor continued to make unwanted 
sexual advances and offered to pay her overtime that she 
had not earned. The lawsuit alleges Winfield retaliated 
when he was rejected by eliminating her position as chief 
of staff.

Winfield has denied the allegations and asked that 
certain documents wherein Burks names at least 15 
people who had knowledge of her reported affair with 
Winfield be sealed in court. Burks is suing the mayor 
and city for $1.5 million. The lawsuit is scheduled to go 
to trial Feb. 10, 2014, before U.S. District Judge David 
C. Bramlette.

Winfield, a lawyer, was a partner in the firm Winfield 
and Moran before becoming mayor. He also served a brief 
time as municipal judge in Port Gibson, where he later 
worked as the attorney for the city. He also had served as 
the lawyer for the Warren County Board of Supervisors. 

Bond $1 million for man who shot 
wife while she was driving

 
An Alabama man 

is being held on 
a $1 million bond 
after allegedly 
shooting his wife to 
death as she drove 
down the highway 
in Mississippi last 
Thursday, Feb. 21, 
2013.

Twenty-five-year-old Anthony Pace appeared before 
a Wayne County, Miss. judge Saturday on charges he 
killed his wife, 22-year-old Amber Andrews. Pace was 
arrested at his mother’s house in Choctaw County, Ala.

Authorities said on Feb. 21, Andrews was driving 
alone on U.S. 84 outside Waynesboro, Miss. around 3 
p.m. when she was shot at least once. Andrews ran off 
the road and crashed her vehicle. She was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Wayne County authorities did not release where the 
shot came from or where Pace was at the time of the 
shooting. Deputies were sent to Pace’s mother’s home 
and Pace was reportedly sitting on the front porch, 
WTOK reported.

Pace was taken into custody without incident 
allegedly telling police where the murder weapon was. 
A gun was recovered at the Choctaw County residence, 
but investigators have yet to confirm it was the actual 
weapon used in Andrews’ murder.

Unconfirmed reports said Pace and Andrews were 
married late last year, but were separated at the time 
of the shooting. Pace has prior charges of domestic 
violence in the state of Alabama. 

T h e  M o n i c a  L a n d  R e p o r t

Winfield

Anthony Pace (r) and wife 
Amber Andrews.

Burks
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Dr. Phillip Burchfield, Clin-
ton School Superintendent, 
stood before the room of par-
ents, students and public offi-
cials from across Mississippi 
and led them in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

He was followed by Ra-
chael Ray who expressed 
how inspired she was to see 
the progress among Missis-
sippi school children in the 
reduction of obesity rates and 
increase in healthy living. 
She also commended the First 
Lady for launching the “Let’s 
Move” campaign, adding that 
she has worked with the First 
Lady in the White House Gar-
den and cooked with its food.

Dr. Lynn House, the interim 
Mississippi State Superinten-
dent of Education, expressed 
great pleasure that the First 
Lady chose to come to Mis-
sissippi with this important 
health initiative.

“In 2004, 43 percent of el-
ementary children in Missis-
sippi were either overweight 
or obese. We knew something 
needed to happen for the state 
as a whole. If that rate had 
continued, by 2030, 65 per-
cent of Mississippians would 

be overweight or obese.
First Lady Obama was in-

troduced by Emma Scott, an 
8th grade student at North-
side and Eastside Elementary 
School.

Citing many of the earlier 
statistics and reasons for com-
ing to Clinton, the First Lady 
added, “I am proud of school 
chefs all across this state and 
across the country. These 
people had to totally trans-

form their work in a matter of 
months and also address the 
picky eaters. And they kept at 
it because they love our kids 
and want them to achieve 
their God-given potential.

“We can solve this problem. 
We see it here in Mississippi 
and in Pennsylvania and in 
California. Let’s truly double 
down, keep stepping up and 
put in our imagination and ef-
forts.”

State Senator John Horhn and Miss Tougaloo Destiny Charmayne Kyles

Emma Scott, 8th grade student at Northside and Eastside Elementary, introducing First Lady Obama.       
PHOTOS BY KEVIN ROBINSON

Clinton School Superintendent Phillip Burchfield Interim State Education Superintendent Lynn House 

A select group of public officials, parents, young people and guests await the First Lady’s appearance.
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Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

First lady Obama
Continued from page 1
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The Watoto Children’s Choir 
traveling from Africa is con-
tinuing their tour through Jack-
son, Pelahatchie, Olive Branch 
and Southaven from March 5 
through March 17. The per-
formances are titled “Beautiful 
Africa: A New Generation.”

The Watoto Children’s Choir 
acts as Watoto ambassadors 
to raise awareness about the 
plight of the orphaned and 
vulnerable children of Africa. 
Watoto is a holistic child-care 
solution initiated to serve the 
dire needs of Africa and her 
people.

Each of the children in the 
choir has suffered the loss of 
one or both parents. They live 
in Watoto Children’s Villages 
where they receive the care and 
nurture they need to grow up 
as productive citizens of their 

own country.
With vibrant, original Afri-

can music, dance routines, life-
transforming stories, the tours 
are indicative of the new gen-
eration of leaders emerging out 
of Watoto.

“Through the choir’s Concert 
of Hope, we share a message 
of transformation by telling 
the story of Africa’s rescued 
orphans and women. We hope 
to reach out to audiences with 
the message of Christ’s heal-
ing power,” said Gary Skinner 
Watoto founder.

With its genuine appeal, ac-
companied by music and dance 
- an energetic fusion of contem-
porary gospel and traditional 
African rhythm - the globally 
acclaimed Watoto Children’s 
Choir has traveled internation-
ally since 1994 as ambassadors 
for the millions of children in 

Africa, orphaned as a result of 
HIV/AIDS, war and poverty.

Since its inception, 56 choirs 
have traveled globally, provid-
ing the children with a bigger 
worldview, an unusual oppor-
tunity they would otherwise 
never get. The choirs have 
been to Australia, Brazil, Chi-
na, Europe, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Germany, France and the U.S, 
among others. Their audiences 
have included royalty, presi-
dents, ministers and the ordi-
nary person, capturing many 
hearts wherever they go.

The choir will be in Jack-
son March 5, 6:45 p.m. at the 
Pathway of Life Church, 3183 
Terry Road.

To preview a performance 
of the, visit: www.watoto.com/
the-choir. For the choir sched-
ule in the U.S. go to https://
www.watoto.com/the-choir

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Join us in celebrating 
Black History Month 

paid for by the committee to elect barron banks

Watoto Children’s Choir travels from 
Africa to inspire thousands in Mississippi

Children of the Watoto Choir

www.mississippilink.com
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The Department of revenue 
relocation issue in the state

to Meyers, JSU will expand 
this year, opening a branch in 
Madison and a branch in down-
town Jackson.

The Madison branch will 
open this summer and will offer 
42 graduate and undergraduate 
courses.

“101 Capitol Center” is the 
current name for the new down-
town branch that she hopes will 
become the intellectual core for 
downtown.

Meyers said that JSU is col-
laborating with several com-
munity colleges, including 
Hinds and Holmes, to increase 
the number of transfer students. 
She said that alumni from sev-
eral states are helping to steer 
potential students to the Uni-
versity.

More items highlighted by 
Meyers include:

• 35 new faculty members to 
be hired by the beginning of the 
fall semester

• Addition of four more 
“smart classes” and building 
two more with state of the art 
technology

• Matched or exceed last 
year’s level of funding for re-
search, having already secured 
$26 million in less than a year

• Five patent applications this 
school year

• NCAA restrictions lifted 
against the university athletics 
department

• Three athletic champion-
ships

• Free student iPads through 
an “iPad Initiative” grant pro-
gram

• New websites launched in-
cluding one for the university 
and one for the athletics depart-
ment

• Rebranding implemented 
through new websites, new 
logo and new marketing mate-
rials

• Increased number of donors

• 158 students pinned as hon-
or students

• USA Today Newspaper Ini-
tiative implemented to provides 
students with free newspapers.

Meyers introduced David 
Hoard, JSU V.P. of Institutional 
Advancement, to discuss the 
planned domed stadium to be 
built on campus. 

Hoard said the $200 million 
college domed stadium would 
be the first of its kind in the en-
tire South.

He said it has been endorsed 
by the City Council and Mayor 
as well as the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. 

“This is a game changer,” 
Hoard said.

The stadium will take three 
years to complete, from plan-
ning to construction, and will 
seat 50,000.

Minority participation in the 
construction of the stadium will 
be mandatory.

This is an update 
on the relocation 
of the Department 
of Revenue now 
being considered 
by the Legislature.

The Department 
currently is renting a metal ware-
house just south of Clinton. When 
the lease expires on June 30, 2014, 
where should the agency be locat-
ed and how should that decision be 
reached?

The decision should be based on 
an objective study and in the best 
interests of all the taxpayers of 
Mississippi.

In 2011, the Department of Fi-
nance and Administration (DFA) 
hired national experts Cushman 
and Wakefield to conduct a thor-
ough and independent study to 
determine the best location for the 
Department of Revenue.

That study selected the Land-
mark Center (former AT&T head-
quarters) in downtown Jackson. 
Then-Governor Barbour and DFA 
endorsed the Landmark Center. 
The process worked.

Based on that recommendation, 
I introduced legislation in 2012 to 
buy the Landmark Center.

I should point out that in addi-
tion to the Department of Revenue, 
the Landmark Center has space to 
house other agencies that are cur-
rently paying more than $2 mil-
lion each year in rent elsewhere. 
A recent Millsaps Else School of 
Management study estimated that 
by sharing space in the Landmark 
Center the state could save $30 
million in rent over the next 20 
years.

My bill passed the Senate unani-
mously. It died in the House of 
Representatives. This year, I intro-
duced the same bill, which passed 
the Senate by a vote of 48 to 2. It 
now awaits consideration by the 
House. In response, the House 
passed a bill to acquire the South 
Pointe Center (former WorldCom 
building) in Clinton.

That building has not been rec-
ommended or endorsed by any 
study. It was considered by Cush-
man and Wakefield but came up 
short compared to the Landmark 
Center. The House bill would ob-
ligate taxpayers to buy the build-
ing without even knowing what it 
costs.

Some public officials have re-
cently said that the Legislature 
should “let the process work.” I 
would like to update your readers 
on that process.

The Department of Finance 
Administration is conducting a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) pro-
cess for leasing another building. 
The process considers only leas-
ing privately owned space. That is 
because only the Legislature, not 
DFA, can authorize the purchase of 
a building.

Since the lease on the current 
location expires next year, DFA 
is being prudent and examining 
other lease options. Those options, 
however, may not represent the 
best deal for state taxpayers. That 
is why the Legislature must be in-
volved.

The big picture is this: state gov-
ernment needs a comprehensive 
strategic plan to address all our of-
fice space needs, including not just 
the Department of Revenue but ev-
ery state agency.

For that reason, I am also spon-
soring a bill that would save state 
money by centralizing and con-
solidating leased state office space 
within the Capitol Complex. To-
day, agencies are spread out across 
the metro area. They each have 
their own conference room, copi-
ers, Internet service, and utilities 
costs. We waste space and dupli-
cate expenses.

The Millsaps study found that 
state government rents approxi-
mately 323 square feet per employ-
ee. By contrast, the federal govern-
ment standard is 218 square feet. If 
Mississippi met federal standards, 
we would save $5 million a year in 
rent.

The only way to meet that stan-
dard is by centralizing leasing au-
thority. State agencies would only 
be moved if the state would save 
money by paying less in rent. This 
bill passed the Senate unanimously.

Buying the Landmark Center is 
part of an overall plan to provide 
the best location for the Depart-
ment of Revenue, save taxpayer 
money, improve service to all Mis-
sissippians, and further revitalize 
our Capital City. I hope my bill 
receives fair consideration in the 
House and can be signed into law 
this year.

David Blount represents District 
29 (Hinds County) in the State Sen-
ate; contact him at 601-359-3232; 

email dblount@senate.ms.gov; via 
Facebook or Twitter (@sendavid-
blount).

Jsu
Continued from page 1

Bolin

Planned domed stadium to be built on the JSU campus          PhotoS CoUrteSy of JaCkSon State UniverSity

By Senator David Blount
Special to The Mississippi Link



On October 15, 1966, the date 
of termination of the 1966 Child 
Development Group of Mississippi 
(CDGM) grant, a few former CDGM 
staff members established a new office 
to aid the volunteer centers. From 
this office, the CDGM staffers, hand-
in-hand with communities across 
the state, staged a vigorous and 
constructive movement that eventually 
led to the resurrection of the CDGM 
program in 1967.

The people in these six counties still 
desired to be an integral part of the 
CDGM and decided they wanted to 
prove to the government that it was 
wrong to not include them. Residents 
of these communities spent four 
months in an extremely constructive 
and positive program that could best 
serve them - thus resulting in the 
establishment of Friends of Children 
of Mississippi (FCM) as a volunteer 
community-based, preschool program.

On January 18, 1967, approximately 
80 representatives from the affected 
counties met in Jackson, Miss. to 
discuss their response to being 
excluded from the CDGM program. 
This group was forced to come to 

terms with difficult alternatives after 
three months of volunteer services. 
They could:

• Continue to work on a volunteer 
basis and request assistance as an 
independent program

• Be absorbed by another program not 
of their choice

• Choose not to participate in a child 
development program at all.

Despite the absence of resources, the 
representatives from the six counties 
elected to organize an independent 
program. And since they were all 
friends and their purpose was to serve 
children, they decided, “Why not 
call ourselves Friends of Children of 
Mississippi?”

The FCM board of directors, staff 
and communities had to face the stark 
reality of determining where, when, 
and how the program could acquire 
adequate financing so the hundreds 
of poor preschool participants could 
receive the benefits of a quality 
program. 

The essential volunteer efforts of the 
Friends of Children of Mississippi 
program yielded remarkable success 
during its unfunded 18 months of 
operation. A minimum of 29 centers 
were opened with minimal assistance 
from outside sources. The average 
enrollment was 1,500 children and 
394 staff members. FCM remained 
unfunded and relied on donations and 
contributions. 

In support of their centers, the most 
poverty-stricken people in Mississippi 
contributed thousands of volunteer 
hours, food, transportation, facilities, 
home-made toys and clothing. 
Sponsored community benefits aided 
the centers. The lack of money, 
equipment and comfortable salaries 
didn’t deter the volunteers’ selfless 
dedication, innovation and sacrifice 
for the greater good of the program.

Each day, the centers tried to provide 
at least one hot meal and one to two 
snacks. FCM was able to provide on 
average only $0.30 per week for each 
child’s food. The staff of 394 persons 
was paid an average of $.0.32 per 
hour during those long months when 
the minimum wage was $1.00 per hour.

In our continuous effort to develop a road map to excellence, we are facing the challenge to fulfill 
our mission and fashion a program that reflects Friends of Children of Mississippi, Inc.’s “46” year 
commitment to placing vulnerable children and their families on a pathway to success. We are humbly 
appreciative of the support and involvement of families, communities and organizations because 
they have allowed us to witness such a historical history in the State of Mississippi with 138,000 plus 
children transitioning into public schools.

We extend an open hand invitation to ALL by joining us in forming partnerships throughout the 
communities and outlining strategies to develop innovative approaches and processes that transform 
and improve the lives of children and families in Mississippi.  

“WORKING TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A POSITIVE 
DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF CHILDREN & FAMILIES.”
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rosa parks
Continued from page 1

rights icon. One hundred 
years after she was born and 
58 years after she refused to 
give up her seat on an Ala-
bama city bus, Rosa Parks 
has a permanent place in the 
halls of Congress.

The statue is close to nine 
feet tall and depicts Rosa 
Parks in bronze wearing the 
same clothes she wore on the 
day she was arrested. The 
monument consisting of both 
her statue and the granite ped-
estal on which it rests weighs 
2,100 pounds.

Remarks by President 
Obama at the dedication of 
the statue honoring Rosa 
Parks:

Mr. Speaker, Leader Reid, 
Leader McConnell, Leader 
Pelosi, Assistant Leader 
Clyburn; to the friends and 
family of Rosa Parks; to the 
distinguished guests who are 

gathered here today. 
This morning, we celebrate 

a seamstress, slight in stature 
but mighty in courage. She 
defied the odds, and she de-
fied injustice. She lived a life 
of activism, but also a life of 
dignity and grace. And in a 
single moment, with the sim-
plest of gestures, she helped 
change America - and change 
the world.

Rosa Parks held no elected 
office. She possessed no for-
tune; lived her life far from 
the formal seats of power. And 
yet today, she takes her right-
ful place among those who’ve 
shaped this nation’s course. 
I thank all those persons, in 
particular the members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, 
both past and present, for 
making this moment possible.  

A childhood friend once 
said about Mrs. Parks, 

“Nobody ever bossed Rosa 
around and got away with it.” 
That’s what an Alabama driv-
er learned on Dec. 1, 1955. 
Twelve years earlier, he had 
kicked Mrs. Parks off his bus 
simply because she entered 
through the front door when 
the back door was too crowd-
ed. He grabbed her sleeve 
and he pushed her off the bus. 
It made her mad enough, she 
would recall, that she avoid-
ed riding his bus for a while. 

And when they met again 
that winter evening in 1955, 
Rosa Parks would not be 
pushed. When the driver got 
up from his seat to insist that 
she give up hers, she would 
not be pushed. When he 
threatened to have her arrest-
ed, she simply replied, “You 
may do that.” And he did.

A few days later, Rosa 
Parks challenged her arrest. 

A little-known pastor, new to 
town and only 26 years old, 
stood with her - a man named 
Martin Luther King Jr. So did 
thousands of Montgomery, 
Ala. commuters.

They began a boycott - 
teachers and laborers, cler-
gy and domestics, through 
rain and cold and sweltering 
heat, day after day, week af-
ter week, month after month, 
walking miles if they had to, 
arranging carpools where 
they could, not thinking about 
the blisters on their feet, the 
weariness after a full day of 
work - walking for respect, 
walking for freedom, driven 
by a solemn determination to 
affirm their God-given dig-
nity. 

Three hundred and eighty-
five days after Rosa Parks 
refused to give up her seat, 
the boycott ended. Black men 
and women and children re-
boarded the buses of Mont-
gomery, newly desegregated, 
and sat in whatever seat hap-
pen to be open. And with that 
victory, the entire edifice of 
segregation, like the ancient 
walls of Jericho, began to 
slowly come tumbling down.

It’s been often remarked 
that Rosa Parks’s activism 
didn’t begin on that bus. Long 
before she made headlines, 
she had stood up for freedom, 
stood up for equality - fight-
ing for voting rights, rallying 
against discrimination in the 
criminal justice system, serv-
ing in the local chapter of the 
NAACP.

Her quiet leadership would 
continue long after she be-
came an icon of the civil 
rights movement, working 
with Congressman Conyers 
to find homes for the home-
less, preparing disadvan-
taged youth for a path to 
success, striving each day to 
right some wrong somewhere 
in this world. 

And yet our minds fasten 
on that single moment on 

the bus - Ms. 
Parks alone 
in that seat, 
clutching her 
purse, star-
ing out a win-
dow, waiting 
to be arrested. 
That moment 
tells us some-
thing about 
how change 
happens, or 
doesn’t hap-
pen; the choic-
es we make, or 
don’t make.

“For now we 
see through a 
glass, darkly,” 
Scripture says, 
and it’s true. 
Whether out of 
inertia or self-
ishness, wheth-
er out of fear or a simple lack 
of moral imagination, we so 
often spend our lives as if in 
a fog, accepting injustice, ra-
tionalizing inequity, tolerat-
ing the intolerable.

Like the bus driver, but also 
like the passengers on the 
bus, we see the way things are 
- children hungry in a land of 
plenty, entire neighborhoods 
ravaged by violence, families 
hobbled by job loss or illness 
- and we make excuses for 
inaction, and we say to our-
selves, that’s not my respon-
sibility, there’s nothing I can 
do.

Rosa Parks tell us there’s 
always something we can do. 
She tells us that we all have 
responsibilities, to ourselves 
and to one another. She re-
minds us that this is how 
change happens - not mainly 
through the exploits of the fa-
mous and the powerful, but 
through the countless acts 
of often anonymous courage 
and kindness and fellow feel-
ing and responsibility that 
continually, stubbornly, ex-
pand our conception of jus-
tice - our conception of what 

is possible. 
Rosa Parks’s singular act 

of disobedience launched a 
movement. The tired feet of 
those who walked the dusty 
roads of Montgomery helped 
a nation see that to which it 
had once been blind. It is be-
cause of these men and wom-
en that I stand here today. It 
is because of them that our 
children grow up in a land 
more free and more fair; a 
land truer to its founding 
creed.

And that is why this statue 
belongs in this hall - to re-
mind us, no matter how hum-
ble or lofty our positions, just 
what it is that leadership re-
quires; just what it is that citi-
zenship requires. Rosa Parks 
would have turned 100 years 
old this month. We do well by 
placing a statue of her here. 
But we can do no greater 
honor to her memory than to 
carry forward the power of 
her principle and a courage 
born of conviction.

May God bless the memory 
of Rosa Parks, and may God 
bless these United States of 
America. 
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Reya Quantia Wilcox, a sev-
enth grade student at Cardozo 
Middle School, led the Pledge 
of Allegiance at the Febru-
ary 19 meeting of the Jackson 
School Board of Trustees. 

Reya is a member of Cardo-
zo’s choir and has been recog-
nized for her participation. Her 

favorite sport is soccer and she 
aspires to one day become an 
elementary school teacher. 

Board President Monica 
Gilmore-Love presented Reya  
a certificate of appreciation on 
behalf of the Jackson Public 
School District for delivering 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Gilmore-Love also presented 

a certificate of appreciation to 
Rev. Darryl L. Magee Sr. for 
delivering the invocation. 

He is a graduate of Mur-
rah High School and active 
member of Cade Chapel M.B. 
Church. Rev. Magee and his 
wife Debbie are the proud par-
ents of four children, and one 
grandchild.

Richard Williams and 
Mary Howard of the JPS Of-
fice of Transportation and 
Leonard Swilley of the Mis-
sissippi Department of Edu-
cation (MDE) Safe and Or-
derly Schools introduced the 
42 JPS students who partici-
pated in the annual School 
Bus Safety Week poster con-
test sponsored by MDE and 
held in the fall each year. 

The poster of Powell Mid-
dle School student Marcus 
Herron was selected for ad-
vancement to the national 
level of the contest. Herron 
received a certificate for par-
ticipation and an award from 
the JPS Office of Transpor-
tation.

Bus Safety Week Poster 
Contest participants includ-
ed:

Quinvarus Parker
Carissa Lofton
Tanna Bryant
Rasaan Dixon
Frances Mace
Kristen McLin
Abriel Bryant
Keuna McClendon
Jayla Newsome
Ja’ Niya Sampson
Jakevia Travis
Raymond Jones
Daryn Haynes
Destini Ruffin
Xaviera Powell
Nakedra Weathersby
Marquita Davis
Kentaja Lewis
Ronny Brown

Clarnesha Fields
Christopher Lee
Tiffany Bryant
Al-Kiara Brister
Tyeishia Biggs
Destiny Wells
Kiyelle Brown
Michael Bailey
Brianna Benson
Justin Barnes
Jeremy Collins
Shelby Hawkins
Sanjarvius Jackson
Jimmy McAllister
Janice Collins
Bre’Anne Lawson
TaShunit Clay
Jazzmine Berry
Ronnie Ragsdale
Kemori Bogan
D’Anthony Thompson
Ke’Mya Gibson

JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick 
Gray led an entourage of well-
wishers February 15 during a sur-
prise announcement of the Jackson 
Public Schools 2013 Administrator 
of the Year. 

Barr Elementary Principal Can-
dra Nelson was showered with 
praise and gifts at the school where 
a crowd of supporters, including 
her parents and her elementary 
principal colleagues from through-
out the district, had gathered.

Nelson, an educator for 13 years, 
was recognized for her success-
ful leadership at Barr Elementary 
School since becoming the prin-
cipal in 2010. In 2012, the school 
was named a National Title I Dis-
tinguished School and a Missis-
sippi Exceed School. Both awards 
are based, at least in part, on student 
achievement. The school has main-
tained a state accountability perfor-
mance rating of High Performing 
for three years.

“Her success and progress at Barr 
Elementary School has prompted 
others in the district to seek her ex-
pertise,” said Dr. Yolanda Lloyd, 
principal of neighboring Poindexter 
Elementary School.

Concurring with that sentiment, 
Dr. Michelle King, JPS executive 

director of Elementary Schools, 
said of Dr. Nelson: “Her accom-
plishments are a reflection of her 
ability to articulate her vision and 
goals while putting them into ac-
tion.”

Nelson completed bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in elementary 
education at Jackson State Univer-
sity. She also received a specialist 

in educational leadership from Mis-
sissippi College. She is also a can-
didate for the doctorate in educa-
tional leadership, to be conferred by 
Mississippi College in May 2013. 

Nelson was an assistant princi-
pal at McWillie and Van Winkle 
Elementaries before becoming in-
terim principal and then permanent 
principal at Barr.

JPS Board of Trustees 
honors middle School student 
and a local clergyman

Powell Middle School student 
advances to national competition 
for Bus Safety Poster Competition

2013 Administrator of the Year Dr. Candra Nelson (center) with JPS Elementary 
Executive Directors Dr. Michelle King (left) and Dr. Mitchell Shears

Reya Quantia Wilcox

Marcus Herron (center), national poster contest participant with parent, teacher, principal, and JPS and 
MDE leaders.

Board President Monica Gilmore-Love and Rev. 
Darryl L. Magee Sr. 

JPS announces 2013 
Administrator of the Year 
during surprise celebration
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Dr. Robert Blaine is Jackson 
State University’s interim as-
sociate dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts and director of the 
Global Inquiry Faculty Teach-
ing Seminar. He now has a 
new credential: Apple Distin-
guished Educator (ADE).

As an ADE, Blaine joins 
a select group of more than 
2,000 education professionals 
worldwide who are committed 
to the promise of educational 
technology to improve teach-
ing and learning. He is one of 
only a handful of educators to 
be chosen this year. The Class 
of 2013 represents a talented 
cross-section from the educa-
tion community. Blaine was 
informed of his selection by 
Maxx Judd, worldwide pro-
gram manager for ADE.

“I’m humbled by this 
award. To my knowledge, 
there were only 20 higher edu-
cation people selected world-
wide. It’s a significant honor. 
I think it speaks to the leader-
ship role in innovation that the 
university is taking, and I’m 
only one small piece of that,” 
Blaine said.

Blaine has been on faculty 
at JSU since 2004. As direc-
tor of the Quality Enhance-
ment Plan, which is a facet of 
the university’s accreditation 
through the Southern Associa-
tion for Schools and Colleges, 
he was involved in research a 
few years ago that gave rise 
to a plan to improve student 
learning, Global Education 
through Analytical Reasoning 
(GEAR).

The GEAR plan called for 
the creation of a learning envi-
ronment that included newly 
redesigned courses written as 
e-texts. After the implemen-
tation, educators found that 
students who owned mobile 
devices performed at higher 
levels than students without 
the devices. Blaine and a team 
of other JSU faculty and staff 
worked to level the playing 
field for all students by launch-
ing the 2012 iPad Technology 
Advantage. As part of the pro-
gram, the entire JSU freshman 
class was given an iPad, and 
the device was integrated into 
the curriculum. The program 
also tracks student progress.

“The research showed that 
students who used mobile de-
vices in the curriculum were 
already generally academi-
cally enhanced. The students 
we needed to reach the most 
didn’t have access to the tech-
nology, at first,” Blaine said. 
“Now they do.”

The ADE program began in 
1994 when Apple recognized 
K-12 and higher education 
pioneers who are using a vari-

ety of Apple products to trans-
form teaching and learning in 
powerful ways. Today, it has 
grown into a worldwide com-
munity of visionary educators 
and innovative leaders who 
are doing amazing things with 
technology in and out of the 
classroom.

There are now more than 
2,000 ADEs worldwide, from 
the United States to China, 
New Zealand to Turkey. They 
gather every year at ADE In-
stitutes and education events 
around the world, as well as 
online in the ADE communi-
ty to collaborate on solutions 
to the global education chal-
lenges of today and tomor-
row.
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ASU Business School leads ethical drive
Sen. Butler calls on Alcornites to uphold ethics

JSU professor 
selected as Apple 
Distinguished 
Educator

At a time in human histo-
ry when corruption, deceit, 
manipulation, distortion and 
all forms of immoral chaos 
dominate the world, Alcorn 
State University, established 
in 1871, continuously strives 
to promote ethical education 
among staff, faculty and stu-
dents. 

That explains why, in re-
cent years, under the tute-
lage of the Business School, 
a week highlighting ethical 
issues takes center stage 
at ASU. Dr. P.J. Forrest, a 
committed organizer, who 
currently chairs the ethics 
committee, and performs her 
duties with verve and alac-
rity, said ethics is crucial for 
success in the contemporary 
business world.

In 2013, like previous 
years, a campus-wide team 
under the leadership of For-
rest briefly but insightfully 
delved into the importance 
of ethics generally with a 
particular focus on bullying 
and hazing. In her closing 
remarks during the annual 
campus lecture, Wednesday 
Feb. 20, Forrest stressed 
ethics is a key component 
of any organization and the 
most successful ones like 
Fortune 500 companies fo-
cus on it in their operations. 
She added that ethical or-
ganizations inspire the trust 
and confidence of customers 
and employees.

School of Business As-
sociate Dean John Igwe-
buike introduced keynote 
speaker, Mississippi State 
Senator Kelvin Butler who 
was first elected to the Sen-

ate in 2003. A 
retired electri-
cal company 
employee, he 
is a deacon 
at New Zion 
Baptist Church 
in Magnolia, 
Miss. where 
Edgar Lewis 
is the pastor. 
A busy legisla-
tor, who serves 
on several 
c o m m i t t e e s , 
Butler deliv-
ered a precise 
and powerful 
speech on the 
theme.

Butler reit-
erated the importance 
of ethics, noting that it is 
timely and vital since it 
deals with moral rules that 
guide human conduct. De-
fining ethics as the ability 
to do the right thing in all 
circumstances, he urged stu-
dents to develop high moral 
norms. Butler called on stu-
dents to aim at being incor-
ruptible men and women 
of character, honesty and 
integrity. “Do everything to 
stop hazing and bullying. If 
you don’t have ethics, you 
fall for anything. Trouble 
always looks good when it 
is preparing you to fall,” he 
said.

Business school counselor 
and mentor Beverly Adams, 
who also does community 
outreach, opened the pro-
gram and introduced the 
Ethics Week 2013 theme, 
“ASU, the Ethical Organiza-
tion.”

ASU music education 
student Robert Guyton 

sang America 
the Beautiful. 
School of Busi-
ness Interim 
Dean Vivek 
Bhargava wel-
comed students, 
faculty, staff 
and observers, 
e m p h a s i z i n g 
that this year’s 
theme is rel-
evant and im-
pactful. 

B u s i n e s s 
ethics student 
Beatrice Ow-
ens introduced 
the occasion. 
She said it was 
a unique oppor-
tunity to reflect 
upon and implement ethical 
practices.

Dr. Jerry Komia Doma-
tob is  professor and interim 
chair, Mass Communica-
tion, Alcorn State Universi-
ty, Lorman-Miss. An author, 
journalist, photographer, 

poet and researcher, he is 
currently working on three 
projects. His latest publica-
tions are: “Communication, 
Culture and Human Rights 
as well Positive Vibrations.” 
Contact him at: Jdomatob@
yahoo.com.

Blaine

Sen. Butler (3rd right) and ASU Business School professors  PHOTO BY Dr. JerrY DOmATOB
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More and more celebri-
ties are making some serious 
choices for their health.

Tennis star Venus Williams 
was diagnosed with Sjogen’s 
Syndrome.

She’s been documenting 
and blogging about her expe-
rience since being diagnosed 
and has entitled this phase as 
“Venus A.D.” - after diagno-
sis.

The disease affects the im-
mune system and causes 
symptoms like shortness of 
breath, fatigue and muscle 

pain.
In order to keep 

the symptoms away 
and her health in tip 
top shape, she said 
sugar is a huge no 
no.

Venus made an 
incredible come 
back after having to 
withdraw from the 
U.S. open in 2011. 
With her new diet 
and revived outlook 
on life, she is taking 
the tennis world by 
storm.

eurweb.com

Kevin Weston and Lateef-
ah Simon recently renewed 
their vows at San Francisco’s 
City Hall. But first, they 
did something with an even 
greater sense of urgency: 
They held a rally to encour-
age people - in particular, 
black people - to become 
bone marrow donors. 

Having been diagnosed 
with leukemia six months 
ago, 44-year-old Weston is 
in dire need of a transplant to 
save his life. 

The outlook of finding a 
match was grim, KQED re-
ported, in part because Afri-
can Americans - who would 
make the best match - make 
up only 7 percent of those 
in the registry. Now he, a 
journalist, and Simon, a 
civil rights activist and Ma-
cArthur “genius” fellow, are 
raising awareness about low 
minority donor participation 
and its impact on those who 

need transplants.
From a San Franciso Ex-

aminer report: 
Simon said not only is it 

important for the couple to 
find their own match, they 
are expanding their efforts to 
help other minorities who are 
suffering from an aggressive 
form of cancer.

“We want to end the stig-
ma,” Simon said. “There’s 
a lot of misinformation out 
there. For folks in ethnic 
communities who do not 
have access to medical care, 
it’s a simple procedure that 

can save someone’s life.”
Simon said because of their 

professional work and in-
volvement in minority com-
munities, they have turned 
their attention to helping 
anyone in need.

“It’s extending our defini-
tion of social justice,” she 
said. “Kevin has worked his 
whole life with young people 
and talking about issues that 
people find uncomfortable. 
It’s only fitting we find our-
selves newly educated and 
devoted to this crisis and 
tragedy.”

Savvier Health, LLC re-
cently announced the first 
African American health 
app for Android and iPhone. 
Total Health for African 
American Christians takes 
a mind, body, and spirit ap-
proach to healing some of 
the most devastating health 
conditions plaguing African 
Americans today.

“There are literally hun-
dreds of thousands of apps 
on the market today, so I 
was very surprised to find 
‘no results’ when I searched 
the App Store for African 
American and black health 
apps, especially when there 
are so many issues that im-
pact us disproportionately,” 

said A. Maria Hester, M.D., 
principal of Savvier Health, 
LLC.

“I have seen far too many 
people suffer needlessly and 
die prematurely. It’s simply 
heartbreaking. I couldn’t 
rest knowing how many 
patients and their families 
were devastated by treat-
able, sometimes prevent-
able diseases, so while still 
in medical school, over 20 
years ago, I got busy writing 
my first book, Bridging the 
Gaps: An African American 
Guide to Health and Self-
Empowerment, and I have 
been trying to empower peo-
ple ever since.”

Common medical condi-
tions, and their toll on the 

black community, are the 
key focus of this app. Topics 
are presented in a concise, 
easy-to-understand format, 
and include a list of risk fac-
tors - many of which can be 
modified - an action plan to 
stay well, and helpful links 
so users can gain more in-
depth knowledge.

Dieting can suck, really bad-
ly, especially when the results 
are short lived and the weight 
mysteriously reappears on the 
scale and bulge manages to 
bulk again.

But weight-loss extraor-
dinaire Jennifer Hudson has 
maintained her tiny figure since 
dropping what seemed like a 
ton of weight.

She’s slim and sexy, cute and 
curvy. How did she do it?

In an interview with Healhty-
BlackWomen.com, the singer 
shared her five secrets to shed-
ding the pounds and keeping 

them off.
First and foremost, J-Hud 

adopted a partner to help her 
through the process. Weight 
Watchers happened to be her re-
ally helpful buddy. This friend, 
partner or mentor can also be a 
work out pal or trainer.

She also made sure to have 
fun by switching up activities 
including basketball or playing 
with her son.

Finally, because she’s con-
stantly in the media, making 
her goals public generated a 
sense of accountability. It also 
helps that now her size is at-
tached to her income.

Why can’t this black couple 
find a bone marrow donor?

First Black health app 
for iPhone and Android 

How Jennifer Hudson 
keeps off the weight

Venus Williams has 
Sjogen’s Syndrome
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Atlanta megachurch pastor 
Bishop Eddie Long is facing 
a lawsuit from former parish-
ioners who say he encouraged 
them to invest in a company 
that was operating an alleged 
Ponzi scheme.

A dozen former members of 
New Birth Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Lithonia, Ga., 
filed suit in DeKalb County 
court in late January. The suit 
says that Long’s assistant had 
been warned that businessman 
Ephren W. Taylor was running 
a $3 million capital deficit, 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion reported.

After Long introduced the 

businessman as his “friend,” 
the former New Birth mem-
bers lost more than $1 million 
investing with the self-de-
scribed “social capitalist.”

“If Bishop Eddie Long 
hadn’t endorsed this they 
wouldn’t have invested,” Ja-
son Doss, attorney for the for-
mer members, told the Jour-
nal-Constitution.

Long’s church has urged 
Taylor to repay investors with 
interest.

“We remain hopeful that 
Ephren Taylor and compa-
nies related to him restore the 
funds that were taken from 
congregants at New Birth and 
churches around the county,” 

New Birth said in a statement. 
“We continue to cooperate as 
the case proceeds.”

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) charged 
Taylor in 2012 with running 
a Ponzi scheme, and a civil 
case against him is pending. 
SEC officials said he promised 
to use investments for char-
ity and to help economically 
challenged areas but instead 
diverted the funds he received 
after speaking to churches, in-
cluding New Birth, to pay oth-
er investors and finance busi-
ness and personal expenses.

“He preyed upon investors’ 
faith and their desire to help 
others, convincing them that 

they could earn healthy returns 
while also helping their com-
munities,” said David Wood-
cock, director of the SEC’s 
Fort Worth Regional Office in 
Texas.

Long previously faced an-
other suit from young men 
who accused him of using 
gifts and money to coerce 
them into sexual relationships. 
He settled those cases in May 
2012.

After more than a century, 
the Census Bureau is dropping 
its use of the word “Negro” to 
describe black Americans in 
surveys.

Instead of the term that came 
into use during the Jim Crow 
era of racial segregation, cen-
sus forms will use the more 
modern labels “black” or “Af-
rican-American.”

The change will take effect 
next year when the Census 
Bureau distributes its annual 
American Community Survey 

to more than 3.5 million U.S. 
households, Nicholas Jones, 
chief of the bureau’s racial sta-
tistics branch, said in an inter-
view.

He pointed to months of 
public feedback and census 
research that concluded few 
black Americans still identify 
with being Negro and many 
view the term as “offensive 
and outdated.”

“This is a reflection of 
changing times, changing vo-
cabularies and changing under-
standings of what race means 

in this country,” said Matthew 
Snipp, a sociology professor 
at Stanford University, who 
writes frequently on race and 
ethnicity. “For younger Afri-

can-Americans, the term ‘Ne-
gro’ harkens back to the era 
when African-Americans were 
second-class citizens in this 
country.

U.S. first lady Michelle Obama 
made a surprise and unprecedented 
appearance on Sunday’s, Feb. 24, 
Oscars telecast when she presented 
the award for Best Picture, the first 
time a president or first lady has 
ever presented an Academy Award.

Appearing live on screen from 
the White House in Washington, 
almost 3,000 miles from the Oscars 
ceremony in Hollywood, Obama 
praised the work of the movie in-
dustry before announcing the Iran 
hostage drama “Argo” the Best 
Picture winner.

Wearing a silver evening dress, 
Obama said this year’s nominated 
films had “made us laugh, made us 

weep and grip our armrests just a 
little bit tighter.”

Obama added: “They reminded 
us we can overcome any obstacles 
if we dig deep enough and hard 
enough. They are especially im-
portant for young people. Everyday 
they engage in the arts, they learn 
to open their imaginations ... and 
strive to reach those dreams.”

“Argo” director and co-producer 
Ben Affleck said he felt like he 
was “sort of hallucinating” when 
Obama presented the award.

“The fact that it was the first lady 
was an enormous honor ... it was 
very cool,” Affleck said backstage 
after collecting the Best Picture tro-
phy.

Bishop Eddie Long sued 
over Ponzi scheme

‘Negro’ not going to be 
used by the Census Dept. 

Michelle Obama 
surprises Oscars 
by presenting Best 
Picture award

First Lady Obama presenting Oscar for Best Picture ‘Argo.’

Long

Reuters 

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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It’s the final 
week of Feb-
ruary and for 
many African 
Americans it 
is the end of 
the celebration 

period for our people of 
color who have made major 
contributions in their areas 
of expertise.

During this month I have 
had the pleasure of sharing 
the successes and experi-
ences of those who are re-
vered and those who have 
celebrated the accomplish-
ments of African Ameri-
cans.

During the last official 
week of Black History 
Month, I usually like to end 
with a person who contrib-
uted to the cause of equal 
rights, but is also an inspi-
ration in song. This year, I’d 
like to close out the month 
by focusing on an individ-
ual who is well-known as a 
preacher, activist and singer. 
His Mississippi roots helped 
to transcend his message to 
a new level of worship and 
praise among many.

Please enjoy this variation 
of bios about C.L. Franklin, 
a Baptist preacher, civil 
rights activist and the fa-
ther of Aretha Franklin, the 
legendary soul and gospel 
singer; and four other chil-
dren.

Clarence LaVaughn 
Franklin, profession-
ally known as Bishop C. 
L. Franklin (January 22, 
1915-July 27, 1984) grew 
to adulthood in the Missis-
sippi Delta at a time when 
‘segregation in the raw,”’as 
he later called it, dominated 
the region. Lynchings and 
other forms of violence 
against African Americans 
were a common method of 
reminding blacks of their 
social place in a world dom-
inated by racist thought. 
Like almost every other 
black Mississippian at that 
time, young Franklin could 
not escape that oppressive 
atmosphere, which was 
as pervasive as the dense, 
humid air of a Mississippi 
August. A loving mother 
who demanded excellence 
and the power of the black 
church community with 
whom he worshipped as a 
boy helped young Franklin 
solidify his determination 
to never allow the hostility 
of others to silence him. In 
the process, he discovered 
his voice, entered the min-
istry, and over the course 
of four decades led others 
through a similar process.
Franklin’s sermon, “With-
out A Song,” is based on the 
137th Psalm, where the Is-
raelites, in Babylonian cap-
tivity, are asked to sing for 
their captors’ amusement. In 
a lament that echoes down 
even into our own time - in 
Verdi’s opera, Nabucco, as 
in songs by the Medallions 
and Steel Pulse - the Isra-
elites respond: “How shall 
we sing the Lord’s song in 
a strange land?” Franklin’s 
response was direct, even 
blunt: The Israelites should 
have sung, he told his con-
gregation, because “Some 
things you can’t say you 
can sing.” In contrast with 
the Israelites, who had yet 
to reach their Promised 
Land, African Americans 
were in what many country-
men considered their Prom-
ised Land - but it remained 
“a strange land” for black 
citizens nonetheless. If 

that “strange-
ness” of seg-
regation and 
prejudice were 
to be trans-
formed, black 
A m e r i c a n s 
would need to 
find their in-
dividual and 
their collective 
voice. It was 
that voice that 
could trans-
form them-
selves, and the 
nation, with 
its powerful 
reminder that, 
even for an unknown, in-
dividual slave surviving in 
a harsh, horrific system, “a 
change is goin’ come.” As 
C. L. reminded his congre-
gation of an old hymn that 
described how God gave 
Moses the power to part 
the Red Sea and save the 
Israelites, a current of an-
ticipation and hope snaked 
through his audience, par-
ticularly when Franklin 
sang out in his strong bari-
tone of a slave named Mary: 
“Oh Mary, don’t weep. 
Don’t mourn; / Pharaoh’s 
army got drownded; / Mary, 
don’t weep, and then don’t 
mourn.” In faith, through 
human effort, came the con-
viction that God would not 
abandon even the least of 
his people; that to find one’s 
voice was to transcend the 
oppressiveness that some 
sought to impose. Indeed, it 
may even transform the op-
pressor. 

(http://www.nicksalva-
tore.com/books/singing.
cfm)

Rev. C. L. Franklin was 
a man Jesse Jackson called 
“the high priest of soul 
preaching.” He was indeed 
a powerful, charismatic ora-
tor, an accomplished singer 
and a highly respected civil 
rights leader. Born in Sun-
flower County, Miss., Clar-
ence LeVaughn Franklin en-
tered the ministry at the age 
of fourteen. His schooling 
included Howe School of 
Religion, LeMoyne College 
in Memphis, the University 
of Buffalo and the Univer-
sity of Michigan. In 1957, 
he received an honorary 
doctor of divinity degree 
from Natchez (Mississippi) 
College. After relocating to 
Detroit in 1946, he became 
a preacher at New Bethel 
Baptist Church and served 
there for 38 years. Franklin 
was a noted civic leader. He 
organized the Walk to Free-
dom Civil Rights March 
in Detroit in June 1963 
where Martin Luther King, 
Jr. delivered his “I Have a 
Dream” speech, two months 
before he delivered another 
version of it in Washington, 
D.C. Franklin’s voice was 
heard on radio station WJLB 
sermons for more than 30 
years. He also recorded 70 
albums that comprised gos-
pel songs and sermons. As a 
child Aretha Franklin often 
traveled with her father and 
sang before he ministered. 
Franklin was flamboyant 
and controversial. During 
his era, however, Franklin 
set the standards for inspi-
rational, motivating preach-
ing in Detroit. 

( h t t p : / / w w w. d a a h p .
wayne.edu/biographiesDis-
play.php?id=49)

Precocious, C. L. Frank-
lin was baptized at 10 and 
at 16 nominated for ordina-
tion and then accepted as an 

associated pastor of St. Pe-
ter’s Rock Baptist Church 
in Cleveland, Miss.

He later served as pastor 
in Memphis at New Salem 
Baptist Church and then at 
Friendship Baptist Church 
in Buffalo, N.Y. He then 
settled down for 33 years at 
New Bethel Baptist Church 
in Detroit. 

(Excerpts from www.mal-
aco.com Cataolg/Gospel-
Sermons/Rev-C-L-Frank-
lin/list).

For a man who accom-
plished so much in his life-
time, his time on earth was 
cut short when, in June of 
1979 he was shot in the 
right knee, and the groin 
by 5 thieves who broke into 
his home. Franklin never 
fully regained conscious-
ness. The five thieves were 
eventually charged with 
the shooting. Aretha and 
the rest of the family tried 
to avoid admitting him to a 
nursing home. He remained 
in a comatose state for five 
years. He was eventually 
admitted to a nursing home 
where he died 4 days later 
of heart failure on July 27, 
1984. His 4-hour funeral 
held at New Bethel was 
attended by an estimated 
10,000 people inside and 
oustside the church which 
included his colleagues 
from the preaching world, 
politicians, entertainers, 
journalists and hundreds of 
supporters and members of 
his congregation. Wood-
lawn Cemetery in Detroit 
is where he was entombed. 
Detroit’s mayor Coleman 
A. Young later renamed 
Linwood Blvd. (the street 
the church was located on) 
as C.L. Franklin Blvd. and 
a park near Frankin’s home 
after him. It is at New Beth-
el Baptist Church where the 
legacy of this man of God 
with the golden voice will 
continue to live on. 

(Excerpts from a bio by 
Curtis Jackson).

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve 
as a messenger to share 
not only this news but your 
news; the news of your 
place of worship and visits.

You may contact Daphne 
M. Higgins at religion@
mississippilink.com. Fax 
601-896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Missis-
sippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

I n  M E M o R I a M

Past, present, future

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup Sr.

The members 
of True Light 
M. B. Church 
and I extend an 
open invitation 
for you to join 
us at this histor-

ic place of worship as we cel-
ebrate God for His wonderful 
acts and His enduring mercy.  

We praise God for you as 
you join me now in a spiritual 
glimpse into our “Past, Pres-
ent, and Future.”

Tougaloo College is her 
name and Tougaloo, Miss., is 
where she is located. She is 
the birthplace of my formal 
education; a place, which of-
ten impressed upon me the 
need to maintain a laser focus 
on academia and a height-
ened awareness of culture.

Tougaloo is where I devel-
oped the need to think for-
ward while reflecting up on 
the lessons of the past. She is 
affectionately known as “The 
Place Where History Meets 
the Future.” Throughout my 
life, these words occasionally 
reveal themselves from deep 
within my closets of remem-
brance. Each time I recognize 

a new found relationship for 
our past juxtaposed to the fu-
ture. Knowing our past gives 
us the power to overcome 
obstacles presented in the fu-
ture. 

Celebrating Black History 
is a treasured tradition, which 
affords us, as believers, the 
opportunity to recognize how 
merciful God has been to us 
as a people. At Tougaloo, this 
celebration was every day; a 
daily event to look back, a 
day to look within, and a day 
to look forward.

Does God’s chosen people 
reflect enough on His mercy?  
Will our past failures contin-
ue to drive our future? Allow 
me to answer in this manner: 
Prayer moved us through 40 
years of wandering in the wil-
derness; prayer woke Lazarus 
from a grave of four days; 
prayer lifted a Savior above 
the earth to redeem our lost 
souls. The power of prayer 
will strengthen our churches, 
families, and schools as long 
as we look back, look within, 
and look forward. 

We are to remember the 
merciful work of God (our 
History), the grace of God 
(our Present), and the prom-

ises of God (our Future). As 
we remember, so not to re-
peat our past failures, God 
says, “I will hear from heav-
en, forgive their sins and heal 
their land. Join me today as 
we celebrate the God of our 
past and envision the God of 
our future. 

Rev. Marcus Cheeks, pastor 
of True Light M. B. Church, 
224 East Bell St., Jackson, 
is a native of Jackson but 
currently resides in Canton 
with his wife, DeVonda, and 
their three children. He has 
an extensive background as 
a counselor and educational 
guide to high-risk youth. He 
received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in humanities with an 
emphasis in philosophy and 
religion from Tougaloo Col-
lege and a Master of Science 
from Jackson State Univer-
sity in guidance and counsel-
ing. Rev. Cheeks has served 
as an officer in the Missis-
sippi National Guard and 
is currently employed with 
the State of Mississippi as a 
state title I director. He may 
be reached at 601-607-7011, 
601-353-7364 or e-mail the 
church at infotlmbc@yahoo.
com.

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup 
Sr. is regional bishop of the 
Mid-South Diocese of the 
Fellowship of International 
Churches and senior pastor of 
New Horizon Church Inter-
national, an exciting, rapidly 
growing church in Jackson.

Crudup is regarded as a 
compassionate pastor, pro-
lific Bible teacher, dynamic 
preacher and visionary leader, 
who proclaims a message of 
consecration and empower-
ment to the masses around the 
world - all from his Jackson 
locale.

He earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Jackson 

State University and a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree from 
Reformed Theological Semi-
nary. 

Crudup is founder and 
president of New Horizon 
Ministries Inc., chief execu-
tive officer of the Mississippi 
Faith-based Coalition for 
Community Renewal, chair-
man of the City of Jackson 
Redevelopment Authority 
and chair of 100 Concerned 
Clergy of Jackson. 

He is also host of New Ho-
rizon Presents and The Issues 
- television broadcast minis-
try.

He has been married to 
Jacqueline J. Crudup for 37 

years, and they are parents 
of Ronnie Jr., Nadia, Hillman 
and Arlintha and grandparents 
to Amari, Ayinde and Nya.

P A S T O R A L  P O I N T S

R E I g n I n g 
a n n o u n C E M E n t S

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park Road, Flo-
ra, will host its Magnificent March Services, Sunday, March 3 at 11:30 a.m., Holy 
Communion and feet washing will take place during the service, accompanied by 
great preaching and singing. On Sunday, March 31, at 11 a.m., a resurrection mes-
sage, along with wonderful singing, will be delivered. For more visit www.holycity-
empowermentministries.com or call (601) 879-3999.

Greater New Jerichco Missionary Baptist Church, 2294 Attala Rd. 4225, Sal-
lis, MS, will host its Annual Men’s Day program, Saturday, March 30, at 6 p.m. For 
more information call 601.214-1211.

Ridley Hill Baptist Church, 1034 N Livingston Road, Madison, will be having its 
Spring Revival at 7:15 p.m., March 4 through March 7. Revivalists for the week are: 
Dr. Bobby Hunter, Dr. Greg Partman, Rev. Leroy Lacey, and Rev. Carl Fleming.

Ridley Hill Baptist Church, 1034 N Livingston Road, Madison, will be celebrat-
ing “Friends & Family Day on March 24 during the 11:00 a.m. service. For more 
information call Gwendolyn Cotton-Smith at 601-856-2719.
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Pride is the 
most serious and 
the most subtle 
sin. It often is 
not even recog-
nized as exist-
ing. Pride is the 

root of all sin. It causes us to 
turn away from God instead of 
turning to Him.

All disobedience has pride 
as its root. All rebellion has 
pride behind it. All mistreat-
ment of other people is caused 
by pride: someone putting 
their self and their feelings 
above the other person and 
their feelings. 

God hates pride because He 
loves people and pride pre-
vents people from receiving 
help from Him.

Proverbs 11:2 says, “When 
pride comes, then comes 
shame. But with the humble is 
wisdom.” Proverbs 16:18-19 
says, “Pride goes before de-
struction and a haughty spirit 
before a fall. Better to be of a 
humble spirit with the lowly, 
than to divide the spoil with 
the proud.”

Why is pride so sinful? 
Pride is giving ourselves the 
credit for something that God 
has accomplished. Pride is 
taking the glory that belongs 
to God alone and keeping it 
for ourselves. Pride is essen-
tially self-worship.

One of the great blessings 
of being truly humble is that 
a humble heart is one that God 
can work with. God cannot 
only do things in the life of 
that person but through them 
as well. A truly humble heart 
is always open to God and to 
His Word.

Many believers who are liv-
ing in pride don’t realize the 
blessings that they are los-
ing. They think they are doing 
fine, serving the Lord and ac-
complishing His Will. How-
ever, they are blind to their 
own problems and to what 
God wants to do in their heart.

When we truly are humble, 
we open the way for God’s 
promotion in our lives. In-
stead of having to promote 
ourselves, we lift Him up. As 
a reward for our humility and 
faithfulness, God raises us up. 
“Humble yourselves in the 

sight of the Lord, and He shall 
lift you up”- James 4:10.

Proverbs 28:25-26 reads, 
“He who is of a proud heart 
stirs up strife, but he who 
trusts in the Lord will be 
prospered. He who trusts in 
His own heart is a fool.” The 
self-reliant person is doomed 
to failure. The wise person de-
pends on God. A proud person 
blames someone else - fault is 
never theirs. And they refuse 
to admit anything they are do-
ing could be a failure.

Why does the Lord say to be 
humble like a child? Because 
children don’t know how to 
puff themselves up in pride. 
They need time to learn this 
ability from the adults in their 
lives. A truly humble person is 
always ready to recognize his 
or her own error. They are al-
ways ready to repent.They are 
always looking at their own 
life, seeking what they need to 
change.

A truly humble person will 
look at a scripture verse and 
use it as a mirror to search 
their heart. Whatever verse 
is read, whatever message is 
preached, they apply to them-

selves.
“For by the grace given 

me, I say to every one of 
you: do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, 
but rather think of yourself 
with sober judgment, in ac-
cordance with the measure of 
faith God has given you” (Ro-
mans 12:3).  

The pride of life “comes 
not from the Father, but from 
the world.” And as such, it is 
passing away with the world. 
But those who resist and over-
come the temptation of the 
pride of life do the Will of 
God and “the man who does 
the Will of God lives forever.” 
- 1 John 2:17

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church 
of God in Farmhaven (Can-
ton), Miss., and is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Presently, Rev. Green 
is a member of the National 
Association of Evangelism 
Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He also serves as vice-
chairman at the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of February 28

1.	 It’s	Not	Over	 	 	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	James	Fortune	&	Jason	Nelson
2.	 Take	Me	To	The	King	 	 Tamela	Mann
3.	 Hold	On	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA	Featuring	Monica	&	Fred	Hammond
4.	 Life	&	Favor	(You	Don’t	Know)	 John	P.	Kee	And	New	Life
5.	 Awesome	 	 	 Pastor	Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
6.	 Testimony	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
7.	 Your	Best	Days	Yet	 	 Bishop	Paul	S.	Morton
8.	 Turning	Around	For	Me	 	 VaShawn	Mitchell
9.	 God’s	Up	To	Something	Good	 Hart	Ramsey	&	The	NCC	Family	Choir
10.	 Sunday	Morning		 	 Mary	Mary

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Christian Discipline
Pride is the root of all sin

“I am so 
ready to leave 
D a l l a s - F o r t 
Worth” were 
words I shouted 
in frustration a 
few years ago. 

I was having a particularly dif-
ficult time financially, hated 
my job, had lost friends and a 
romantic relationship had just 
ended. All of these things hap-
pening at one time made me so 
ready for a new start; I figured 
that God was showing me that 
it was time to move somewhere 
else. 

There were even a few cities 
that I thought would give me a 
great new start. None of them 
were in Texas. But the more I 
planned to leave, the more I felt 
like I was stuck in Texas.    The 
jobs that I applied for in these 
other places didn’t work out. It 
seemed like the more I tried to 
plan my exit, the more things 
kept pointing at me staying here. 
And I was not happy about it.

Have you ever found yourself 
in a similar situation where you 
wanted to leave, quit, or just be 
somewhere else? Opportunities 
that you hoped would work out 
for you lead to yet another dead 
end and left you feeling frustrat-
ed and even forsaken by God. 

I’ve learned that it is dur-
ing those times when I felt the 
most vulnerable, forgotten and 
isolated that God was working 
the hardest for me and with me.  
For example, seeking answers 
to questions like “why am I still 
here?” made my prayers more 
focused. Sometimes when we 
ask that question of why God 
allows us to remain in an un-
bearable situation (like a job, 
relationship or church that we 

don’t like), we rationalize it 
by saying that God wants us to 
learn something at that level in 
preparation for the next level of 
our lives.

But sometimes it’s for an 
even more fascinating reason:  
He wants to show us and others 
how much He loves us.    Psalms 
23:5 paints a picture of what 
that looks like: “You prepare a 
feast for me in the presence of 
my enemies. You honor me by 
anointing my head with oil.  My 
cup overflows with blessings.” 
In our case, the “feast” may 
come in the form of peace of 
mind about our difficult circum-
stances. 

It could be that God allows 
us to remain in those difficult 
situations because he wants us 
to develop an unshakeable trust 
and faith in Him, His word and 
His promises. Having conver-
sations with others who have 
experienced this same dilemma 
also makes me wonder if some-
times God allows us to remain 
in certain uncomfortable cir-
cumstances because he wants 
those who seek to harm us, dam-
age our reputations and question 
our spiritual integrity to see how 
much He can continue to bless 
us in spite of what others say or 
do. It could be that keeping you 
in a tough situation isn’t about 
you but about others who are 
watching how you handle tough 
times. Will it be this: as one who 
blesses God or that: one who bit-
terly complains?

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She may be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com, at 
www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

This or that praise 

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E D

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist
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OPRAH WINFREY

Oprah Win-
frey - born Or-
pah Gail Win-
frey Jan. 29, 
1954, in Kos-
ciusko, Miss., 
is an Ameri-
can media 

proprietor, talk show host, actress, 
producer and philanthropist. Win-
frey is best known for her self-titled, 
multi-award-winning talk show 
“The Oprah Winfrey Show” which 
was the highest-rated program of its 
kind in history and was nationally 
syndicated from 1986 to 2011.

She has been ranked the richest 
African-American of the 20th cen-
tury, the greatest black philanthro-
pist in American history, and was 
for a time the world’s only black 
billionaire. She is also, according to 
some assessments, the most influen-
tial woman in the world. 

Credited with creating a more in-
timate confessional form of media 
communication, she is thought to 
have popularized and revolution-
ized the tabloid talk show genre 
pioneered by Phil Donahue. By the 
mid-1990s, she had reinvented her 
show with a focus on literature, self-
improvement, and spirituality. 

She co-starred in Steven Spiel-
berg’s The Color Purple and went 
on to produce several movies her-
self. She launched the O Magazine 
and the OWN Network.

From 2006 to 2008, her support 
of Barack Obama delivered over 
a million votes in the close 2008 
Democratic primary race. She built 
a school for young black South Af-
rican girls and sent 100 black young 
men to school at Morehouse Uni-
versity in Atlanta, Ga. 

B.B. KING

Mississippi 
is the unof-
ficial “home 
of the blues” 
and has the 
Blues Mara-
thon each 
year to prove 

it. More proof arises as the national 
Blues Tour leads straight to Clarks-
dale. Yet another sure sign is that it 
gave birth to the King of the Blues 
– BB King.

For more than half a century, Ri-
ley B. King - better known as B.B. 
(Blues Boy) King - has defined the 
blues for a worldwide audience. 
Since he started recording in the 
1940s, he has released over 50 al-
bums, many of them classics. 

He was born Sept. 16, 1925, on a 
plantation in Itta Bena, Miss., near 
Indianola. In his youth, he played 
on street corners for dimes and 
would sometimes play in as many 
as four towns a night. 

Soon after his number one hit, 
“Three O’Clock Blues,” B.B. began 
touring nationally. In 1956, B.B. 
and his band played an astonishing 
342 one-night stands. After a night 
club fire started where he nearly lost 
his only guitar, he learned that the 
fight was over a lady named Lucille. 
Thereafter, he named every guitar 
he used “Lucille.”

Over the years he has developed 
one of the world’s most identifiable 
guitar styles. B.B. was inducted into 
the Blues Foundation Hall of Fame 
in 1984 and into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1987. He received 
NARAS’ Lifetime Achievement 
Grammy Award in 1987. 

B.B. received honorary doctor-
ates from Tougaloo College in 
1973; Yale University in 1977; 
Berklee College of Music in 1982; 
Rhodes College of Memphis in 
1990; Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity in 2002 and Brown Univer-
sity in 2007. In 1992, he received 
the National Award of Distinction 
from the University of Mississippi.

JAMES H. MEREDITH

As a civil 
rights trail-
blazer, James 
Meredith is 
a true living 
legend with 
one of the 
most compel-

ling histories in the Mississippi Civ-

il Rights Movement. He was born 
in Kosciusko, Miss.

 Meredith was a U.S. Air Force 
veteran, when in 1961, he braved 
the hostile racial climate in Mis-
sissippi to make application at the 
all white University of Mississippi 
(Ole Miss), in Oxford. When his 
application was denied, he sued the 
school stating that the only reason 
for his denial was that he was black. 
In his suit, he was represented by 
the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund.

The case went on to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court and the U.S. Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, then on to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled 
that he had the “constitutional right 
to attend the University of Missis-
sippi.” But this win in Washington, 
D.C., only led to a battle in Missis-
sippi.

Vowing to “never” accept the 
Supreme Court’s decision, then 
Mississippi Governor Ross Barnett 
blocked Meredith’s registration at 
Ole Miss. Meredith was escorted 
by U.S. Marshals under orders from 
President John F. Kennedy to regis-
ter and attend Ole Miss – becoming 
the first black student to do so.

On campus, he endured intense 
hatred and even a riot which re-
quired U.S. Marshals, federal troops 
and the Mississippi National Guard 
to quill and return to a semblance of 
peace – after two people were killed 
and dozens hurt.

He graduated from Ole Miss 
with a bachelor’s degree in political 
science and went on to attend the 
University of Ibadan in Nigeria. He 
earned a law degree from Columbia 
University.

His most famous quote today: 
“Citizenship is most important. The 
goal of our founding fathers was 
that everyone be a full first-class 
citizen.”

MORGAN FREEMAN

Although 
Morgan Free-
man was born 
in Memphis, 
Tenn., on June 
1, 1937, he is 
claimed by 
Mississippi 

as he was sent as an infant to live 
with his paternal grandmother in 
Charleston, Miss. 

He made his acting debut at age 
9, playing the lead role in a school 
play. He then attended Broad 
Street High School, now known 
as Threadgill Elementary School, 
in Greenwood, Miss. At age 12, he 
won a statewide drama competi-
tion. In 1955, he turned down a par-
tial drama scholarship from Jackson 
State University, opting instead to 
serve as a radar technician in the 
United States Air Force. 

While living in New York City, 
he worked as a dancer at the 1964 
World’s Fair, and in San Francisco, 
where he was a member of the Op-
era Ring musical theater group. In 
theater work, he received three Obie 
Awards in 1980, 1984 and 1989, the 
last for Driving Miss Daisy, which 
was adapted for the screen in 1989.

He is now mostly remembered 
for his portrayal of Nelson Mandela, 
a role he worked at getting for some 
time. He tried to get Mandela’s au-
tobiography Long Walk to Freedom 
adapted into a finished script and 
then in 2007 purchased the film 
rights to a 2008 book by John Car-
lin, “Playing the Enemy: Nelson 
Mandela and the Game That Made 
a Nation.” Clint Eastwood directed 
Freeman in the role of Mandela in 
the movie titled Invictus. 

Freeman continues to live in Mis-
sissippi and has considered running 
for political office.

ROBIN  ROBERTS

Robin Rob-
erts grew 
up in Pass 
C h r i s t i a n , 
Miss., where 
she played 
b a s k e t b a l l 
and tennis, 

among other sports. She attended 
Pass Christian High School and 
graduated as the class of 1979 salu-
tatorian. She is the daughter of Lu-
cimarian Tolliver and Colonel Law-
rence E. Roberts, one of the famous 
Tuskegee Airmen. 

She attended Southeastern Loui-
siana University in Hammond, La., 
graduating as cum laude with a de-
gree in communications. There, she 
accepted a scholarship in tennis, the 
only one available, although her in-
terest always was journalism. 

As a member of the women’s 
basketball team at Southern, she 
closed out her career there as the 
third all-time leading scorer and re-
bounder and one of only three who 
ever scored 1,000 points and took 
down 1,000 rebounds. The school 
retired her jersey #21 in 2011.

She joined ESPN as a sports-
caster in February 1990, where she 
stayed until 2005. Roberts began to 
work for ABC News, specifically 
as a featured reporter, for Good 
Morning America in June 1995. 
In December 2009, she was joined 
by George Stephanopoulos as co-
anchor of GMA after Diane Sawyer 
left to anchor ABC World News. 

In the fall of 2005, Roberts re-
turned to her roots and anchored a 
series of emotional reports from the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast after it was 
devastated by Hurricane Katrina; 
her hometown of Pass Christian 
was especially hard hit, with her old 
high school completely reduced to 
rubble.

She has earned three Emmy 
Awards for her sportscasting work 
at ESPN. She was inducted into the 
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame 
as part of the Hall’s class of 2012 
for her contributions to and impact 
on the game of women’s basketball 
through her broadcasting work and 
play. 

In 2007, she was diagnosed with 
an early form of breast cancer and 
underwent surgery, chemotherapy 
and radiation treatments. In 2012 
she was diagnosed with MDS, my-
elodysplastic syndrome. “Be the 
Match Registry,” a nonprofit orga-
nization run by the National Mar-
row Donor Program, experienced 
an 1,800 percent spike in donors the 
day Roberts went public with her 
illness. 

She took a leave from GMA to 
get a bone marrow transplant and 
returned to GMA Feb. 20, 2013. 

CONGRESSMAN 
BENNIE THOMPSON

Congress-
man Bennie 
Thompson is 
now serving 
Mississippi’s 
District 2 
in the U.S. 
Congress for 

his tenth term. He is the longest-
serving African-American elected 
official in the state of Mississippi.

He has served on the Homeland 
Security committee for four terms. 
He has secured millions of dollars 
in post-Katrina contracts for small 
and minority businesses in Mis-
sissippi, enabling the rebuilding of 
devastated areas of the Gulf Coast. 
He is credited for helping to create 
an “improved FEMA” to respond 
quicker and more effectively to ter-
rorist attacks and natural disasters.

He also served as an alderman 
and mayor of Bolton, Miss., where 
he was born and was a supervisor 
in Hinds County for 13 years.

Thompson attended Tougaloo 
College and was a member of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) and helped 
register black people to vote in the 
Mississippi Delta.

He earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Tougaloo in political science 
and two master’s degrees from 
Jackson State University. Tougaloo 
has honored the Congressman with 
the “Bennie G. Thompson Center 
of Excellence” building.

MAYOR JOHNNY 
DUPREE

Dr. Johnny 
Dupree, in 
2001, be-
came the 
first African 
A m e r i c a n 
mayor of 
Hattiesburg, 

Miss. And in 2011, he stepped 
up to run for governor of Missis-
sippi as the Democratic candidate 
against Republican Phil Bryant.

He relocated to Hattiesburg at a 
very young age; he was born in Ft 

Benning, Ga., Nov. 18, 1953. As the 
oldest male of the family, he started 
work at age 8 to help support the 
family delivering the Hattiesburg 
American.

His civic service began in 1987 
when he was appointed to the Hat-
tiesburg Public School Board; he 
also worked in real estate with his 
wife Johniece. As he was elected 
president of the school board in 
1989, he turned more to public ser-
vice – serving three terms on the 
Forrest County Board of Supervi-
sors, as second vice president and 
then first vice president of the Mis-
sissippi Municipal League.

Dupree served a term as presi-
dent of the National Conference of 
Black Mayors. He earned his bach-
elor’s and mater’s degrees in politi-
cal science from the University of 
Southern Mississippi and a doctor-
ate of Philosophy in urban studies 
at Jackson State University.

MAYOR HARVEY 
JOHNSON JR.

M a y o r 
Harvey John-
son Jr. was 
born in Vicks-
burg, Miss. 
and received 
his bachelor’s 
degree in po-

litical science from Tennessee State 
University and a master’s degree 
in political science from the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati. He worked 
toward his doctoral degree in pub-
lic administration at the University 
of Southern California’s Washing-
ton Public Affairs Center. He was 
honored with an honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters from Tougaloo 
College.

He was first elected mayor of 
Jackson in 1997 as the first African 
American to hold the position. He 
was re-elected in 2001 and 2009 for 
his third term garnering 85 percent 

of the votes. He recently announced 
his bid for re-election for his fourth 
term.

Johnson is a member of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors, National 
Conference of Democratic Mayors, 
Mississippi Conference of Black 
Mayors and the Mississippi Mu-
nicipal League.

He is a member of Sigma Pi 
Phi Fraternity and a charter mem-
ber of 100 Black Men of Jackson, 
Inc. He is a lifetime member of the 
NAACP and Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity, Inc.

MAJOR GENERAL 
AUGUSTUS L. COLLINS

Major Gen-
eral Augustus 
L. Collins 
led 4,500 
soldiers into 
battle, serv-
ing at times in 
what became 

known as the “Iraqi Triangle of 
Death.”

He was named by Governor Phil 
Bryant as the adjutant general of the 
state military, where he will oversee 
more than 12,500 people who serve 
in the Mississippi Army National 
Guard and the Mississippi Air Na-
tional Guard. He is the first African 
American to serve in that role.

He grew up in Booneville, Miss., 
and joined the Mississippi National 
Guard at age 19. He retired from 
the military in 2007. In his short 
civilian life, he was executive vice 
president of Minact Inc., a contrac-
tor that trained workers through the 
U.S. Jobs Corps and placed them 
in industrial sites such as Nissan in 
Canton, Miss.

He received his undergraduate 
degree in business administration 
from the University of Mississippi 
in 1982 and a master’s degree with 
honors from Jackson State Univer-
sity. He also received a master’s 

degree in strategic studies from the 
United States Army War College.

SOCRATES GARRETT

S o c r a t e s 
Garrett found-
ed his own 
business in 
1980 after a 
successful ca-
reer in senior 
management 

at Xerox Corporation where he man-
aged over 200 sales people in five 
states.

He is a graduate of Alcorn State 
University where he received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in business 
administration. He further studied 
advanced entrepreneur management 
and operations at Los Angeles City 
College and the University of Mi-
ami.

Garrett has over 30 years of expe-
rience working in the City of Jack-
son, the State of Mississippi, and in 
other states. He has successfully ad-
ministered prime contracts for con-
struction and program management. 
He is chief executive officer of Gar-
rett Enterprises Consolidated, Inc.

He successfully created and op-
erated a construction company, a 
weekly newspaper – The Mississippi 
Link, a trucking company, a waste 
treatment operation, and a non-profit 
business, which addresses the needs 
of underserved families. 

He has formed joint ventures in 
various areas such as food and bev-
erage concessions at the Jackson-
Medgar Wiley Evers Airport and 
development projects such as Farish 
Street, Jackson Metro-Retro, and 
Old Capitol Green. 

He is the 2013 chairman of the 
Greater Jackson Chamber Partner-
ship which has over 2,600 members, 
and a commissioner on the Hinds 
County Levee Board. 

Today, his philosophy is simple: 
“Enjoy the struggle.” 
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No business can 
guarantee success.  
In fact, the vast ma-
jority of business 
ventures fail by the 
second year. Yet, 
entrepreneurship 

is the “back bone” of our economy 
and the few who succeed provide 
over 70 percent of all new jobs.

Some of the factors that can make 
or break a business should be con-
sidered as you plan and build your 
business venture. When you come 
up with the idea of creating a busi-
ness, you should first do a feasibil-
ity study. Will the market accept this 
product, service or idea? 

Make sure you don’t come up 
with the conclusion until you do due 
diligence. Will it answer the wants 
and needs of the consumers? Can 
the market understand it and react 
positively? What price will the mar-
ket bare?

Ray Kroc, founder of McDon-
ald’s Restaurants, had five business 
failures before he found success.  
Xerox had the rights to the Inter-
net (not Al Gore) and simply gave 
it away thinking the market had no 
use for it. If your feasibility study 
ends up being very positive then it is 
time for your business plan.

A business plan sets the strategy 
and guidance for the launch of your 
business. You cannot get any financ-
ing without a convincing business 
plan. Investors, bankers and poten-
tial equity partners won’t go to step 
one without a plan. There must be 
facts and documentation that can be 
understood and no “pie in the sky” 
will make your plan realistic. Every 
step of the plan must be proven and 
justified.

If you have confidence in your 
plan then stick with it and don’t 

take “no” for an answer. Remember, 
Fred Smith of FEDEX received an 
“F” for his business plan while in 
graduate school. He did not let that 
stop the implementation of one of 
the greatest success stories in the 
history of our capitalistic nation.

When my wife Kay and I started 
the National Black Chamber of 
Commerce we used our own money 
in the early years. Eventually it grew 
into the largest black business asso-
ciation in the world.

Once your business is started 
and is running profitably there are 
various tools you need to maximize 
your growth and guarantee a posi-
tive future. One important tool is a 
“Rainy Day Fund.” The economy is 
not constant and times come when 
there are many customers who be-
come unemployed or have to cut 
back on spending. Interest rates on 
financing may become prohibitive 
or a major client goes under or falls 
into bankruptcy.

All of that has a devastating affect 
on a small business. For instance, if 
you are a federal government con-
tractor and Congress decides to cut 
back on the budget and cancel con-
tracts (some of which may be yours) 
it will hit your cash flow and profits 
in a terrible way. If you have re-
serves (rainy day money) you might 
survive this. If you don’t, then fail-
ure is around the corner.

Another tool is medical insurance 
for your employees. Rates can really 
vary. If you have five employees it 
can range from $400 monthly per 
employee to $2,000 monthly per 
employee. That makes a big dif-
ference in your “bottom line” - net 
revenue. It is extremely important to 
shop around and solicit bids from as 
many insurance companies as you 
can find.

Other insurances such as Life, 
Property and Casualty (PNC), Er-

rors and Omissions, Freight and 
other types have variable rates also.  
Again, shop around and find the 
best service and lowest cost for your 
business. It directly affects your net 
profit and future of your business.

Cost of Goods Sold is a major 
factor if you are in the retail, manu-
facturing or distribution business. 
That can be a big variable and you 
have to find the best deal for your 
business and customer base. My 
sons have a business and they went 
around the world to find the best and 
most cost effective manufacturer of 
the clothing line they sell. 

Yes, they found that source in 
China and even with the duty in-
volved in the importing, it is the best 
quality and lowest price they could 
find. Doing this, has assured them 
of maximizing the profits and pleas-
ing their customers with satisfaction 
and affordability.

One of the most important tools 
for small business is Legal Services.  
How do you find quality legal rep-
resentation and consul? You should 
not rely on word of mouth, Google 
or “hit or miss.” The wrong decision 
can cost you millions of dollars and 
destroy your business. We live in a 
litigious society and also negotiation 
is a critical matter to consider.

The National Black Chamber of 
Commerce endorses the network of 
high powered law firms and sincere 
service known as Legal Shield. You 
might want to look at this option.  
There is nothing like it and small 
black owned firms are signing up 
with this firm at a record pace.

These are some of the important 
tools. Please consider them.

Alford is the co-founder, presi-
dent/CEO of the National Black 
Chamber of Commerce®. Contact 
him at the website www.national-
bcc.org or via email at halford@
nationalbcc.org. 

Recently, I got to see a man 
who had witnessed up-front 
most of the Civil Rights Move-
ment I’ve only read about. He 
was there in Chicago when 
Emmett Till’s sealed coffin 
was opened and in Mississip-
pi when J.W. Milam and Roy 
Bryant were unfairly acquitted 
of Till’s 1955 lynching. 

He was on one of the buses 
of the Freedom Rides in 1961, 
sitting in the back, just a few 
rows away from getting as-
saulted by racist whites. And 
he was reporting from Wash-
ington, D.C. for decades, cov-
ering black America’s insider 
Beltway politics. 

He followed the disappoint-
ment in President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s civil rights pol-
icy contortions up through the 
creation of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, stopping at the 
beginnings of Obama euphoria.

Now, he’s standing on a 
Washington, D.C. stage, being 
honored by the National As-
sociation of Black Journalists 
(NABJ). The NABJ held its 
2013 Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony at the Newseum, the 
nation’s journalism museum 
Jan. 17, right before the sec-
ond inauguration of President 
Barack Obama. 

The other honorees were: 
Sue Simmons, retired New 
York WNBC-TV anchor; Betty 
Winston Baye, retired editor 
writer and columnist of The 

(Louisville, Ky.) Courier-Jour-
nal; Cynthia Tucker, retired 
Pulitzer Prize-winning edito-
rial writer and columnist for 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion, and black press legends 
Alice Dunnigan (the first black 
woman to be credentialed to 
cover the White House) and 
Wendell Smith (who covered 
and protected Jackie Robin-
son). Dunnigan and Smith are 
now ancestors (deceased), and 
Baye, Simmons and Tucker are 
on the verge of eldership.

The man I recently got to see 
is called “The Man From Jet, 
Mr. Simeon Booker.” He was 
Ebony/Jet’s Washington Bu-
reau chief for 51 years. He just 
retired from the post six years 
ago, in 2007, at the age of 88. 
He will turn 94 this August.

Booker has a new book, titled 
“Shocking The Conscience: A 
Reporter’s Account of the Civil 
Rights Movement” and is pub-
lished by University Press of 
Mississippi. The Kindle ver-
sion is available now, and the 
print version is due in April.

Booker said to the NABJ 
crowd, after accepting his 
award, “According to every 
economic and social measure, 
black Americans have been left 
behind. Far too many of our 
brothers and sisters are still un-
able to make it out of poverty.”

Before him, Baye had just 
said as she received her award, 
“Speaking truth to power was, 
and is, my ambition.”

At first, I was a little shocked. 

I assumed somebody who saw 
this much black history would 
just talk about how far we’ve 
come, and that with a black 
president, black Americans 
had finally overcome. Then I 
remembered that you can’t be 
a good reporter if you don’t 
keep your ears and eyes to the 
ground to find, and say, that 
truth.

Todd Steven Burroughs, 
Ph.D., is a lecturer in the com-
munication studies department 
at Morgan State University, a 
historically black university 
in Baltimore. He is co-editor, 
along with Jared Ball, of the 
new book “A Lie of Reinven-
tion: Correcting Manning 
Marable’s Malcolm X” and 
co-author, with Herb Boyd, of 
the book “Civil Rights: Yester-
day and Today.” He is working 
on a biography of imprisoned 
journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal.
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Flex your movie muscles 
It’s Award 

Season. And so 
far what a sea-
son it’s been. 
Kelly Rowland 
was stunning in 
her gown dur-

ing the 55th Grammy Awards, 
which LL Cool J hosted, while 
more than 28 million viewers 
tuned in. But surprisingly that’s 
not as many as the 40 million 
who watched the previous year. 

How can that be with LL Cool 
J and all? Well, remember, last 
year’s Grammys followed the 
death of the late great Whitney 
Houston, and millions tuned in 
just to watch the tribute to her. 

The 44th Annual NAACP 
Image Awards delivered its big-
gest overall audience in four 
years, since 2009, and matched 
its highest adult 18-49 rating 
since that same year. Three mil-
lion tuned in to this year’s show 
versus 2.9 million last year - a 
three percent increase in total 
viewers.

Nielsen insights show that 
African-Americans are more in-
clined to watch TV shows and 
movies that include characters 
portrayed by people who look 
like us as with this year’s Acad-
emy Awards. 

With nominees like the ador-
able, uber-talented nine-year-
old Quvenzhané Wallis (Best 
Actress in a Leading Role in 
“Beasts of the Southern Wild”) 
and the always amazing (and 
handsome too) Denzel Wash-
ington (Best Actor in a Leading 
Role in “Flight”), Hollywood’s 
biggest night drew a record 
black viewing audience. 

Additionally, “Beasts of the 
Southern Wild” and “Django 
Unchained” were nominated for 
best picture. Both have African-
American stars in leading roles. 
“Django” featured Jaime Foxx, 
the lovely Kerry Washington, 
and Samuel L. Jackson. 

Last year’s broadcast of the 
Academy Awards was the sec-
ond-highest rated awards show 
among African-Americans 

with about three million black 
viewers, according to Nielsen’s 
African-American Consumers: 
Still Vital, Still Growing 2012 
Report. 

It was a big year for black 
Hollywood as well. The fabu-
lous Viola Davis and Octavia 
Spencer were both nominated 
for “The Help,” and Octavia 
Spencer won Best Support-
ing Actress for her role in the 
movie. 

Remember the 2010 Acade-
my Awards? African-American 
viewership for that year was up 
a whopping 43 percent over the 
previous year. We represented 
11 percent of the 26.8 million 
Americans who tuned in. 

Again, we had major repre-
sentation that year. The highly 
acclaimed movie “Precious,” 
had multiple nominations in-
cluding Best Supporting Actress 
won by comedienne Mo’Nique, 
and newcomer Gabourey Sidibe 
was nominated for Best Actress. 
Also, the venerable Morgan 
Freeman won Best Actor for his 
role in “Invictus.”

Turning to the movies them-
selves, according to Nielsen Na-
tional Research Group’s 2012 
American Movie-Going Report, 
70 percent of Americans ages 
12 - 74 reported seeing one or 
more movies at a theater in the 
last year. 

The survey, conducted among 
a representative group of more 
than 3,000 Americans across 
age, gender and race, shows 
that overall attendance for new 
release movies was pretty much 
the same as a year ago - an av-
erage of 6.8 movies per person 
compared with 6.9 in 2011. 

African-Americans comprise 
11 percent of the movie-going 
population, led by the Baby 
Boomers in our group. And, 
according to the African-Amer-
ican Consumer Report, these 
were our top 10 movies for the 
first half of 2012 and the gross 
box office earnings:
1. Think Like A Man
$91,547,205
2. Madea’s Witness Protection
$55,611,721

3. Red Tails
$49,875,589
4. Tyler Perry’s Good Deeds
$35,010,192
5. Woman Thou Art Loosed: On 
the 7th Day
$ 1,201,562
6. Beasts of the Southern Wild
$ 1,692,675
7. Pariah
$ 758,099
8. A Beautiful Soul
$ 54,008
9. Restless City
$ 8,106 
10. Elevate
$ 3,547

Hispanics are the heaviest 
movie-goers, representing 18 
percent of the movie-going 
population and accounting for 
25 percent of all movies seen. 
The American Movie-Going 
report shows that although there 
were slightly more female mov-
ie-goers, 51 percent, than male 
movie-goers, 49 percent, men 
nonetheless accounted for 55 
percent of theatrical attendance. 

While it’s always fun to root 
for our favorites during awards 
season and see how our movie-
going trends vary - or not - from 
year-to-year, this is big busi-
ness. Hollywood speaks fluent 
“green,” as in moolah, or cash. 

Our behavior is watched 
very closely by the entertain-
ment industry and advertisers 
who tailor their products, their 
decisions and the way they 
reach you according to how you 
choose to wield your economic 
clout at the box office with your 
pocketbook or with your remote 
at home. 

So, if you enjoy seeing qual-
ity movies that are inclusive of 
blacks, show up in large num-
bers when those movies come 
out. That’s truly the only way 
for everyone to have a happy 
ending.

Cheryl Pearson-McNeil is se-
nior vice president of Public Af-
fairs and Government Relations 
for Nielsen. For more informa-
tion and studies go to www.
nielsenwire.com. 

For the Oscar’s winners, see 
page 23.

Celebrate Black History Month 
with “Business Tools for Success”

Drums in the Global Village – 
The Man from Jet, Simeon Booker
Living and breathing black press history

For the first 42 years of my life, 
I only knew of Langston Hughes 
as a poet who occasionally did a 
column for The Chicago Defend-
er. Others might only know the 
fictional character he created for/
from the column - Jesse B. Semple, 
known to all as “Simple.” 

Hughes used the humorous, 
frank character to discuss the 
problems black people faced dur-
ing World War II and after, with 
Hughes himself playing the straight 
man to Simple in those columns.

Hughes is known as the first 
black writer to make a living off  
writing. If you read his autobiog-
raphies, “The Big Sea” and its se-
quel, “I Wonder as I Wander,” you 
might think he did a fantastic job at 
it, spanning the world for decades 
like a black Indiana Jones, writing 
plays, essays and poetry.

However, when you read the 
wonderful two-volume biography 
of Hughes, written by the great 
black historian Arnold Rampersad, 
the truth is much more sobering. 
There’s a big asterisk next to his 
accomplishment. However, what is 
not in dispute is that he wrote great 
black journalism during his life. 

Both autobiographies are mostly 
travelogues, long-form narrative 
journalism of his many adven-
tures - the second and final drafts 
of events he observed, participated 
in and, subsequently, wrote about 
initially in magazines. Personal de-

tails were painted in vividly to jus-
tify both books as autobiography.

In 1937, Hughes went off to 
cover the Spanish Civil War. Gen-
eral Francisco Franco had formed 
his fascist Nationalist rebels to 
overthrow the Republican Spanish 
government. The war had gone on 
for a little more than a year when 
he arrived.

Hughes sent articles to The Bal-
timore Afro-American and the As-
sociated Negro Press (the forerun-
ner of today’s NNPA News Service 
and Trice Edney News Wire). The 
black press was happy to have such 
a famous name do such great inter-
national reporting, and Hughes was 
happy to fight against the fascist 
cause and receive checks doing so.

The following is an excerpt from 
the first Hughes Spanish Civil 
War article the The Afro printed: 
“Hughes Bombed in Spain: Tells 
of Terror of Fascist Raid,” Oct. 23, 
1937:

Being very tired, I slept soundly 
without dreaming. The next thing 
I knew, the telephone was ring-
ing violently in the dark, the siren 
screaming its long blood-curdling 
cry again, and the walls of the 
building shaking.

BOOM! Then the dull roar of 
a dying vibration. And another 
BOOM! Through my window I 
saw a flash of light. I didn’t stay to 
look again. Down the hall I went, 
clothes in my arms, sensing my 
way toward the staircases in the 
dark.

This time the air-raid was on 
for sure. When I got to the lobby, 
the same people as before were 
gathered there in various stages of 
dress and undress. Children crying, 
women talking hysterically, men 
very quiet. Nobody went out on the 
balcony now.

In the street an ambulance 
passed, its bell ringing into the 
distance. The anti-aircraft guns 
kept up their rapid fire. The last 
BOOM of the enemy bombs was a 
long way off. The planes, with their 
cargo of death partially emptied, 
were driven away. But for a long 
time nobody left the lobby.

When I went back to bed, dawn 
was coming in at my open window. 
Below, in the cool light, the roof-
tops of Barcelona were grey and 
lonely. Soon a little breeze blew in 
from the sea and the red of the ris-
ing sun stained the sky. I covered 
up my head to keep out the light, 
but I couldn’t go to sleep for a long 
time.

Remembering Langston 
Hughes, the war correspondent
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By Todd Steven Burroughs 
Special to The Mississippi Link

Booker Hughes

By Cheryl Pearson-McNeil
NNPA Columnist

B e y o n D  T H e  R H e T o R i C 

By Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist

By Todd Steven Burroughs 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

The Housing authority of the city of Jackson, mississippi

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ #2013-01) – Facilities 
Management & Maintenance Services

The Housing Authority of the City of Jackson, Mississippi (the 
“Housing Authority”) will accept proposals from qualified Contrac-
tors/Firms licensed in the State of Mississippi to Submit qualifica-
tions to:

Assist the Housing Authority with providing general upkeep and 
maintenance of all public housing facilities including: maintenance 
of facility systems, cleaning and maintenance of buildings’ interior 
and exterior, preparing vacant units for occupancy by conducting 
general maintenance and physical repairs, and other repairs neces-
sary to maintain its property in a decent, safe and sanitary manner.  

Proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope that shows the 
firm’s name, and clearly written on the outside of the sealed en-
velope must be the words “Maintenance - RFQ #2013-01”.  The 
DEADLINE for submission is Friday, March 29, 2013 @ 4:00 p.m.

RFQ #2013-01 documents with instructions may be obtained at the 
Housing Authority Central Office or by contacting: 

Sheila Jackson, Executive Director
The Housing Authority of the City of Jackson, Mississippi
P. O. Box 11327 (2747 Livingston Road)
Jackson, Mississippi 39283-1327
(601) 362-0885 extension 129
sjackson@jacksonhousing.org

The Housing Authority reserves the right to reject or negotiate any 
and all proposals or cancel this request for qualifications at its dis-
cretion.

BY: Sheila W. Jackson, Executive Director
 The Housing Authority of the City of Jackson, MS
 (An Equal Opportunity Employer)

2/28/13, 3/7/13

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

DEparTmEnT OF FinancE anD aDminisTraTiOn
burEau OF builDinG, GrOunDs anD

rEal prOpErTy manaGEmEnT
JacksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Man-
agement, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/28/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 107-309 Campus Roofing - PH I 
  University of Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

 Professional: Shafer & Associates, PLLC 
 Address:      510 University Drive
   Starkville, Mississippi 39759
 Phone:  662-323-1628

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
2/28/13, 3/7/13
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EmplOymEnT

Delivery Drivers: cDl-a. Top Earners: $65k/yr.
safety/perform bonus. Full Family benefits. 401k.

Food srvce/bevrg Exp a+. 877-704-3012

EmplOymEnT

church Organist Vacancy
 

College Hill M. B. Church is seeking to hire a church organist for the music ministry.  The 
organist is responsible for playing for all choirs and activities for the church.  The position will 
work directly with the music director in organizing and coordinating the entire music ministry.

Candidates must be an accomplished organist with a proven record of working well 
with various age groups and styles of music and must be able to read, teach and play 
all types of music including hymns, anthems, traditional and contemporary gospel, etc.  

Candidates must be effective in working with others as they organize and coordinate 
activities and songs for several choirs.  Salary is commensurate with experience.  
Please submit your letter of interest and resume to collegehillmbchurch@gmail.com  or 
mail to the address below not later than March 15, 2013:

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Organist Vacant Position
1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204

The Mississippi Link
2659 Livingston Road • Jackson MS, 39213

601-896-0084 • www.mississippilink.com

$64
2 year

subscription

$32
1 year

subscription

$96
3 year

subscription

Thank you for your order. Order a subscription for a friend!

r 1 year      r 2 year        r 

name

address

city, state, Zip

phone

e-mail

Subscribe TODAY

CHECK 
ONE



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

GREAT MONEY - GREAT CAREER!!
Earn $40,000-$80,000 a year! Benefits!
NO EXPERIENCE - PAID TRAINING! HIR-
ING NOW - YOUR AREA! SERVICE TECH
CAREERS! Vehicle, Tools, Equipment pro-
vided at OUR Expense - NOT Yours!
Record Growth for Dish’s Satellites
Unlimited means APPLY NOW!
www.SUICareers.com

AVERITT OFFERS CDL-A DRIVERS a
Strong, Stable, Profitable Career.
Experienced Drivers and Recent Grads -
Excellent Benefits, Weekly Hometime. Paid
Training. 888-362-8608.
AVERITTCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.
DRIVER - $0.01 INCREASE PER MILE
after 6 and 12 months. $.03/mile quar-
terly bonus. Daily or weekly pay. CDL-A,
3 months current experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.

MID-SOUTH CARRIER
NOW HIRING.

Regional positions available. Home
weekends. Local positions available in

some areas. Paid weekly. Direct deposit.
Medical/Dental/Vision Insurance. Class

“A” CDL with 1 year OTR. Call 866-677-
4333 Monday - Friday, 8 to 5 p.m. 

www.dancortransit.com
DANCOR TRANSIT

SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com

20 ACRES FREE! Buy 40-Get 60 Acres.
$0-Down, $198/month. Money Back
Guarantee. NO CREDIT CHECKS!
Beautiful Views. Roads/Surveyed. Near El
Paso, Texas. 1-800-843-7537. www.sun-
setranches.com

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-888-471-
1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

R e a l  E s t a t e

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of February 24, 2013

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

1-888-604-3233
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399
Place Your Classified

Ad
STATEWIDE

In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

Feb24_MCAN
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Tri-Tandem & Single Axel Dumps, Roll Off  Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty 
Trucks, Lowboys, Dropdecks, Reefer & Van Trailers, Skidders, Feller Bunchers, 
Log Loaders, Farm Tractors, Crawler Tractors & Loaders, Hydraulic Excavators, 

Rock Trucks, Motor Grader & Scrapers, Wheel Loaders, Backhoes, Rollers & 
Brooms, Forklifts & Manlifts, Trenchers & Skid Steer Loaders, Motor Homes 

Travel Trailers, ATV & Golf Cars 
OVER 1200 ITEMS WILL BE SOLD 

For detailed listing & Photos, Go To: www.jmwood.com

3-Day Public Auction
March 6, 7, 8, 2013 - 3475 Ashley Rd., Montgomery, Alabama

Bryant Wood 
AL LIC #1137 (334) 264-3265
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months. 

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

where available

ASK ABOUT  
HIGH SPEED  
INTERNET 

AS LOW AS .... 

mo. 

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional Packages starting at only ...

mo.for 12 months  

Prices valid for 12 months. 
Requires 24-month agreement

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly 
$10/mo).  After 3 months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie 
rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.
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AS LOW AS .... 
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**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.
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and Save Up To 50%**
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mo.for 12 months  

Prices valid for 12 months. 
Requires 24-month agreement

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly 
$10/mo).  After 3 months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie 
rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.
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Spring Break Fun in Memphis!
New for Spring 2013:

901-458-2678 
cmom.com

Play IS Learning
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



My Crossroads 

By Ronald Berry

I’m told my mind is my most powerful weapon
And through my life’s trials I have learned many lessons
I was sitting at the crossroads of freedom and equality
Enslaved for the color of my skin to a life of no quality

I was a slave to man, I had no voice
I was placed on an auction box I had no choice
Stripped of everything they could take from me

But my God had a plan to set me free
I suffered, yet I was blessed

 I struggled and still I was blessed
I knew through my valley experience 

God would deliver me out of this mess
My crossroads gave me strength 

and yes my faith was tested
The blood was shed for me 

and in me God is fully vested
He created me in his image 

and said he would supply my every need
That’s why I stand on God’s Promises 

I have been set free indeed
My crossroads of freedom and equality 

made me who I am today
Let us never forget our history 
of the great men and women 

who paved the way.
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maT ThomaS, ownerFor more information, call the national archives public programs at 
202-357-5000, or see calendar of events online at www.archives.gov/calendar



The Las Vegas Cirque Du 
Soleil show on the music of 
Michael Jackson has been 
talked about for quite some 
time.

Well, it was formally an-
nounced that starting June 
29 at the Mandalay Bay 
Hotel it will premiere. The 
show, Michael Jackson 
ONE, will run 90 minutes 
and will feature more than 
60 dancers and aerialists 
performing to Jackson’s 

best known music.
This new show will be 

different from the current 
Cirque Du Soleil show Im-
mortal, which features Jack-
son’s music.

“For Michael, every day 
was fresh, every day was 
new, every day had to be 
bigger and better than the 
last one,” said choreogra-
pher Jamie King.

Tickets for the general 
public go on sale March 7.

ENTERTAINMENT
www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 19FEbruary 28 - marcH 6, 2013

Cirque Du Soleil’s Michael 
Jackson Show finally announced

TNT’s new ‘Boston’s Finest’: 
‘not a Boston version of ‘Cops”

Soledad O’Brien 
to start own 
production company

Donnie Wahlberg may play 
a cop on TV, but he’s bring-
ing the real thing to TNT next 
week in a new reality series 
that follows police officers 
in his hometown of Boston.

Aptly titled “Boston’s Fin-
est,” the show is not just a 
Boston version of the popu-
lar Fox series “Cops,” Wahl-
berg said.

“First and foremost, I grew 
up in Boston. And I would 
not be allowed back in the 
city if I just simply tried to 
make a Boston version of 
‘Cops,’” said the former New 
Kids on the Block member, 
who plays an NYPD detec-

tive on CBS’ “Blue Bloods.”
Unlike “Cops,” which only 

followed officers on the beat, 
“Boston’s Finest” tracks the 

men and women of the entire 
Boston Police Department - 
from beat officers to detec-
tives, SWAT, fugitive and 

special task forces and mem-
bers of the elite Gang Unit.

“It was a very delicate 
process putting the show to-
gether because the cops who 
were in the show grew up in 
neighborhoods that I grew 
up in,” Wahlberg told us dur-
ing interviews for the series. 
“A bunch of them live on a 
street that my older brother 
lives on. We found it very 
important to make a show 
that represented Boston in 
the right way.”

Wahlberg said it was vital 
to him that Boston have a re-
ality series that doesn’t make 
a mockery of its unique ac-
cent and idiosyncrasies.

CNN’s Soledad O’Brien has 
already lined up the next chapter 
in her career.

Amid rumors that her morning 
show “Staring Point” was close 
to an ending point, new CNN 
boss Jeff Zucker announced re-
cently that he has reached a deal 
to help O’Brien fund her own 
production company, titled Star-
fish Media Group. The company 
will also develop theatrical and 
scripted television projects.

O’Brien said the deal will 
let her do what she wants to do 
most, confronting difficult top-
ics and telling underreported 

stories. She’ll also have the op-
portunity to own her work and 
the production company is able 
to sell material to outlets other 
than CNN.

As for CNN, her employer 
since 2003, she’ll make three 
documentaries for the chan-
nel and continue as host of the 
“Black in America” documenta-
ry series, which includes a new 
one for 2013.

With “Starting Point” in its 
last days, Zucker said he is de-
veloping a new morning show 
around Chris Cuomo, who is 
expected to be teamed with Erin 
Burnett.

Members of BPD’s Gang Unit in a scene from TNT’s “Boston’s Finest”

O’Brien

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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The Mississippi Link
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Floyd Mayweather Jr. 
‘divorces’ HBO for Showtime

UAPB gets past Jackson State 73-72

Jacoby Jones joins 
Dancing with the Stars 

Floyd Mayweather Jr. said on 
February 21 that he is excited 
about his lucrative new deal with 
the Showtime cable network.

Boxing’s top pound-for-pound 
fighter signed a blockbuster six-
fight deal with Showtime Febru-
ary 19, ending a 23-fight affiliation 
with HBO Sports.

The boxer, who was in Detroit 
for a news conference ahead of 
his Saturday junior middleweight 
title bout between Cornelius “K9” 
Bundrage and Ishe Smith, likened 
his Showtime agreement to a mat-
rimonial modification.

“I got a divorce,” a smiling May-
weather said of leaving HBO, his 
longtime television home. “I’m 
married again.”

“I couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter deal,” he said.

Showtime vice president and 
general manager of sports program-
ming Steven Espinoza told USA 
Today, “It’s the biggest deal (for 
Showtime) since (Mike) Tyson. I 
put it up there on the same level of 

importance. Floyd 
is far and away 
the most popular, 
well-known and 
talented fighter in 
the sport. It was 
absolutely critical 
for the network 
that we secured 
him.”

Mayweather’s 
first fight in his 
30-month deal 
with the network 
will be May 4 
on pay-per-view 
against Robert 
“The Ghost” 
Guerrero (31-1-1, 
18 KOs), 29, a four-division world 
champion who has publicly sold 
himself as an opponent for May-
weather for the last few years.

The 147-pound champion, who 
hasn’t fought since beating Miguel 
Cotto May 5, has fought just four 
times since December 2007.

“The fans want to see a lot more 
of me,” Mayweather told reporters 

at the MGM Grand Detroit. “I will 
give you excitement.”

Mayweather, who turned 36  
Sunday, was there to support last 
Saturday’s card at the nearby Ma-
sonic Temple Theatre as well as 
Smith, his friend and sparring part-
ner from Las Vegas, who was vy-
ing for his first-ever professional 
title.

PINE BLUFF, Ark. - The Jackson State men’s 
basketball team outscored the Arkansas Pine Bluff 
Golden Lions 41-38 in the second half but it was 
not enough as the Tigers fell 73-72 in Southwest-
ern Athletic Conference action Monday night at the 
H.O. Clemmons Arena.

With the loss JSU falls to an 8-17, 7-9 record and 
UAPB improved to 15-14, 14-3 for the season.

Three Tigers scored in double figures. Kelsey 
Howard scored a team high 23 points on 9-16 
shooting. He also went 4-8 from three-point range. 
Christian Williams followed with 21 points and 
six rebounds. Willie Readus added 14 points and a 
team high seven rebounds.

Lazabian Jackson led UAPB with 23 points and 
seven rebounds. Terrell Kennedy followed with 
16, Tevin Hammond added 11 and Davon Haynes 
scored 10 points.

JSU trailed 35-31 at halftime. For the game JSU 
out-rebounded UAPB 37-32.

Jackson State returns to action today when the 
Tigers host Alabama State in SWAC action at the 
Lee E. Williams Athletics and Assembly Center. 
Tip-off is set for 7:30 p.m.

The Baltimore Ravens are still 
enjoying their successful season as 
this year’s Super Bowl champions. 
For some like Ray Lewis, it was 
the end of his football career and 
others are just looking for some-
thing to do during the off season.

According to the Washington 
Post, Jacoby Jones is no longer 
looking because he’s been drafted 

by Dancing with the Stars (DWTS)
to compete in the next season of 
the show. Some may have thought 
that Ray Lewis would be the likely 
choice because of his now famous 
“Squirrel Dance,” but Jones has 
shown off moves on the field.

After scoring big on a hail mary 
pass and touchdown that essen-
tially took the Ravens to the Super 
Bowl and the two touchdowns dur-

ing the Super Bowl, Jones showed 
off a kwirky touchdown dance that 
must’ve intrigued the producers at 
the show.

Jones will be joining an elite 
team of professional football 
players that have performed on 
DWTS. Three of them, Emmet 
Smith, Hines Ward, and Donald 
Driver have all won the top prize. 
on the show.

eurweb.com

Mayweather

Mayweather boarding private jet. 

Jacoby Jones touchdown dance during Super Bowl XLVII.

JSU Tigers and UAPB Golden Lions
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Book Review:
“DouBle victoRy”
BycheRyl MullenBach 
  c.2013, chicago Review PRess
   $19.94 / $21.95 canaDa  •  266 Pages

You only wanted a job. You 
needed a little spending money, 
a way to put food on the table, 
something to do that meant 
something or made a difference. 
So you applied for positions that 
sounded good and paid well, or 
seemed interesting and came 
with opportunity.

Humans, it’s believed, are 
wired for work. We need to con-
tribute somehow, in some mean-
ingful way. But as you’ll see in 
the new book “Double Victory” 
by Cheryl Mullenbach, some 
jobs don’t come without a double 
battle.

Shortly after the U.S. entered 
World War II in 1941, a desper-
ate call went out for workers be-
cause America’s men were going 
to war. White women were en-
couraged to do the jobs their men 
had left behind. 

Black women wanted to do 
their part, too. They saw a chance 
to help win the war and to make 
better money: many of them 
were getting $2 a week as do-
mestics, while factory jobs might 
pay twenty times that.

Time and time again, however, 
they were turned away - even 
though President Franklin Roos-
evelt had signed Executive Order 
8802, which encouraged “full 
participation in the national de-
fense program by all citizens … 
regardless of race …”

Emboldened, black women 
kept trying for jobs and eventu-
ally, despite ongoing discrimi-
nation, there was such a strong 
need for workers that some were 
finally hired (although still seg-
regated). At first, the jobs were 
menial or purposely difficult in 
the hopes that the women would 
quit.

But they didn’t, which encour-
aged other black women to bust 
barriers wide open. Even black 
Hollywood got into the effort to 
win the war. 

When the government final-
ly allowed black men into the 
Armed Forces, black women 
leaped to join, too, and were ac-
cepted into the WAAC (Wom-
en’s Army Auxiliary Corp, later 
just WAC) in 1942. 

They still faced segregation 
but were finally allowed to “do 
their part” at home and overseas. 
And yet, despite that they sacri-
ficed in service to their country 
just as their white countrymen 
did, when the war ended, there 
was just more discrimination. 

No doubt about it, “Double 
Victory” is an eye-opener, espe-
cially for the generations born 
post-WWII.

Through interviews, newspa-
per accounts, books, documents 
and diaries, author Cheryl Mul-
lenbach tells the story of a coura-
geous group of women who were 
determined to serve their coun-
try, even when it seemed that no 
one wanted them to. 

It’s shocking to see how black 
women endured more severe 
discrimination than did their 
male counterparts, and I was sur-
prised at the almost-ridiculous 
the lengths to which segregation 
went to keep black women as 
more than second-class citizens. 

I almost wanted to cheer as I 
read each individual story that 
Mullenbach includes here; these 
were women who were tough as 
nails and as tenacious as pitbulls 
in Army-issued “exercise dress-
es.” Seriously, how cool is that?

While this seems to be a book 
for teen readers, I surely think 
adults will get just as much out of 
every word here. If you’re look-
ing for a book with an until-now-
quiet story, “Double Victory” 
will do the job.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 21FEbruary 28 - marcH 6, 2013



22 • THE mississippi link www.mississippilink.comFEbruary 28 - marcH 6, 2013

Honorees and friends

Attorney Tom Stingley and family                                                                                                         PHOTOS BY JERRY K. DOMATOB

The Mobits and the Anthonys

Delta spotlights
Continued from page 1

food and dancing high-
lighted the event. Deltas from 
neighboring towns and com-
munities came out in full 
force for the event. 

Founded in 1913, one hun-
dred years ago by Howard 
University students, Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Sorority promotes academ-
ic excellence, supports the 
underserved, educates the 
public on issues and tackles 

social problems in communi-
ties.

Dr. Elayne H. Anthony and 
Dr. Laurie Smith Lawson, 
who served as the special 
program chair and president 
respectively, along with their 
team, organized the event. It 
was an occasion many will 
cherish for a long time to 
come for the warmth, cheer-
fulness, and above all, the 
larger than life significance.

Mr. and Mrs. Socrates Garrett

PSA Earn Your GED!

Tuition is absolutely Free! • Mississippi Youth ChalleNGe • 

Academy features a structured • Enviroment, with a focus on Job 

• Training, Social skills and Self discipline • Critical in Today’s 

tough job market! • Other Academic Opportunities Include: • 

High School Diploma, College • Classes through a local Univer-

sity and • Nationally certified Construction skills! • We are de-

signed to meet the needs of • Today’s “at risk” youth! • We accept 

both Male and Female • Applicants, 16 to 18 years of age 

For information call: 1-800-507-6253 
Or visit us at our web site: • www.ngycp.org/state/ms 

 Change your life Today!

An African American family in tact 
A son’s tribute to his mother

As a black man, I want to acknowl-
edge my unsung hero - my mother, 
Luretha Palmer Brown. She is one of the 
most loving, caring, energetic characters 
you’ll ever meet.

Born some 72 years ago to Addie and 
Earnest Palmer, she married and had two 
sons, Anthony and Fee Brown. She has 
been a mother, sister, friend to anyone 
she knew.

She worked for Jackson public schools 
for 40 years serving as a cook but also 
as a mother to any student who ate in 
the cafeteria. In her retirement, you can 
find her at the Salvation Army thrift store 
looking to bless someone.

Words can’t express how sweet and 
warm she is. Not to mention she is also 
the most wonderful mother-in-law and 
grandma to my beautiful wife, Tina 
Nicole Brown and children Jaton, Jamih 
and Jibril.

Luretha Palmer Brown is my hero. 
Her whole life has been spent in giving 
to others and doing the best and most 
she can for her family. It never has been 
about her. All my life she has been try-
ing to make a difference in the lives of 
others.

Her joy has been to be a grandmother, 

an aunt, a mother. You cannot meet a 
better person than my mother. 

She would go to the Goodwill Store 
just to see if anyone there needed some-
thing. She would stay the whole day and 
offer her funds, her opinion or moral 
support.

I wouldn’t have any other mother in 
the world; she is the best mother anyone 
could ever have.

My mother was born in Mississippi 
and I too was born and reared in Missis-
sippi.

Her favorite flower is “Life.”
As a black man and son, I salute my 

African American mother.

By Tony Brown

Luretha Brown Tony Brown



BEST PICTURE
Argo
Grant Heslov, Ben Affleck and 
George Clooney, Producers

ACTOR
in a Leading Role

Daniel Day-Lewis
Lincoln

ACTRESS
in a Leading Role

Jennifer Lawrence
Silver Linings Playbook

ACTOR
in a Supporting Role

Christoph Waltz
Django Unchained

ACTRESS
in a Supporting Role

Anne Hathaway
Les Misérables

ANIMATED 
FEATURE FILM

Brave
Mark Andrews and Brenda Chapman
View Profile Video /

CINEMATOGRAPHY
Life of Pi
Claudio Miranda

COSTUME DESIGN
Anna Karenina
Jacqueline Durran 

DIRECTING
Life of Pi
Ang Lee

DOCUMENTARY 
FEATURE

Searching for Sugar Man
Malik Bendjelloul and Simon Chinn

DOCUMENTARY
SHORT

Inocente
Sean Fine and Andrea Nix Fine

FILM EDITING
Argo
William Goldenberg

FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE FILM

Amour
Austria

MAKEUP AND 
HAIRSTYLING

Les Misérables
Lisa Westcott and Julie Dartnell

MUSIC
Life of Pi
Mychael Danna

MUSIC
“Skyfall” from Skyfall
Music and Lyric by Adele Adkins 
and Paul Epworth 

PRODUCTION DESIGN
Lincoln
Rick Carter (Production Design); Jim Erickson 
(Set Decoration)

SHORT FILM
Animated

Paperman
John Kahrs

SHORT FILM
Live Action

Curfew
Shawn Christensen

SOUND EDITING
Zero Dark Thirty
Paul N.J. Ottosson

SOUND MIXING
Les Misérables
Andy Nelson, Mark Paterson 
and Simon Hayes

VISUAL EFFECTS
Life of Pi
Bill Westenhofer, Guillaume Rocheron, 
Erik-Jan De Boer and Donald R. Elliott

WRITING
Adapted Screenplay

Argo
Written by Chris Terrio

WRITING
Original Screenplay

Django Unchained
Written by Quentin Tarantino
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2013 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Jamie Foxx and Kerry Washington

Michelle Obama

Noami Harris Dame Shirley Bassey Rachel Mwanza

Quvenzhané Wallis and Halle Berry

Zoe Saldana

Chris Tucker
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February 27 - March 5, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

RIBEYE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$799

FRESH 

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$129

FRESH  FRYER  BONELESS

BREAST  &
TENDERS

PER  LB.

$249
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$329

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK, PER  LB.

$379

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CUBED  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

FRESH

WESTERN  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$189

FRESH

PORK
STEAKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$199

TRAY  PACK

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$299

SAVE  ON

MISSION  PRIDE
PEACHES

29  OZ.

$119

SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
6  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

4/$10
ASSORTED

CAPRI  SUN
DRINKS

10  PACK

2/$4

ASSORTED  

BLUE  BELL 
ICE  CREAM 

HALF  GAL.  ROUND

2/$9
FRESH  MEDIUM

EGGS
1.5  DOZEN ................................. 

$159

I  CAN'T  BELIEVE  IT'S  NOT

BUTTER
7.5 - 15  OZ. .................................

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BLOCK

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

$179

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BUTTER-ME-NOT

BISCUITS
10  CT.  .................................... 69¢

SUNNY  D

CITRUS  PUNCH
64  OZ. ..................................... 

$149

SELECT  FROZEN

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
12  OZ. ......................................

4/$5
SELECT  SEA  PAK

FROZEN  SHRIMP
9 - 28  OZ. ...................................

$499

MARY  B'S  FROZEN

FROZEN  BISCUITS
25 - 35  OZ. .................................  

2/$5

piggly wiggly

SWEET  RIPE

CANTALOUPES
EACH

$199

SWEET  FLORIDA

STRAWBERRIES
1  LB.

$179
CALIFORNIA  CRISP

CARROTS
1  LB.

59¢

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.

$199

FRESH  SHREDDED

COLLARDS
32  OZ.

$299

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


