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ChokWe  LuMuMba

the ‘Gifted hunter’ with the vision 
of  ‘one City, one aim, one Destiny’

a  bLaCk 
history 
LeGenD

Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba fre-
quently explained 
the meaning of his 
name: “Chokwe 
means hunter. Lumumba means 
gifted. So I am a ‘gifted hunter.’” 
And in just eight months of being 
in office, July 1, 2013 - Feb. 25, 
2014, the ‘gifted hunter’ left an 

impression on the city of Jackson, 
where he gained the trust of the 
people to vote to tax themselves 
with a new 1% sales tax that will 
become effective March 1, 2014.

Last year’s hotly contested 
campaign for mayor of Jackson 
is still fresh in our memories, as 
Lumumba won over businessman 
Jonathan Lee with 86 percent of 
the vote. Just before the general 
election, officials of the Missis-

sippi Democratic Party lined the 
steps of the city hall to show a 
united front behind Lumumba, the 
democratic candidate for mayor.

Although he led with such a 
significant majority of the votes, 
there were some who still ques-
tioned whether he could serve 
all the citizens and work to unify 

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Lumumba
Continued on page 4

Mayor Lumumba with son Chokwe Antar and daughter Rukia Kia on the night of his election June 4, 2013.

Lumumba

Bishop Jeffery Stallworth (center) leads prayer for Democratic mayoral nominee Chokwe Lumumba, May 29.
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Michael Lovell was born 
Sunday May 8, 1988. He 
passed away Thursday, Feb. 
20, 2014.

He was raised in Clinton 
and attended Clinton High 
School. He enjoyed spending 
time with his family, friends 
and loved ones. He will be 
missed by all.

He is survived by his son, 
Clarke Lovell of Pearl; his 
mother Wanda Lovell of 
Brandon; his father and step-

mother Michael 
and Sherri Lovell 
of Raymond; his 
grandmother Lynn 
Lovell of Clinton 
and grandmother 
Bonnie Lindsey of 
Pearl; two sisters, 
Melinda Lovell 
Fewell of Clinton 
and Claire Dixon 
of Raymond; one 
brother, Paul Wilm-
oth of Brandon.

Mikey, give me strength to say 
what needs to be said. Hold me as 
you always have. Make me smile 
when no one else can, and when I 
don’t know if I ever will again.

You have always anchored me to 
what a mother is supposed to be. 
You were a beautiful soul with a 
heart larger than life. Mischievous, 
funny, simply put, beautiful.

God sent these words to me, so 
I can let you rest in peace. So that 
everyone would know just how spe-
cial you were and how blessed I am 
to have been your momma.

“Where are you?
“Where are you? Frantically 

searching, I feel you. 
God whispers, “I’ll see you 

through.”
A light that sometimes no one 

could see.
A heart that would share every-

thing and say … ‘forgive me.
The wall of armor I built to keep 

the world from harming you. Your 
strength most would miss with a 
passing view. 

God whispers, “I’ll see you 

through.”
The struggles, the doubts when 

you reached out your hand; the 
pride and love I felt as you tried to 
be a good man.

The glance to the heavens, 
screaming, “Why? I can’t. What do 
I do?”

God whispers, “I’ll see you 
through.”

The times of your patience and 
devotion to your son.

A new era, I thought your hap-
piness sealed had begun. Your un-
derstanding protection, the love 
for your little brother on your face.

Those eyes so big, so feeling, so 
blue.

A moment of silence; the tears on 
my face

Your scent and your warmth 
around me here in this place. The 
hurt parts, and I know I have to ac-
cept this is true.

I hear in my soul: “Momma I am 
with God. I’m safe. We will see you 
through.”

- Mother Wanda Lovell

Michael “Mikey” Lovell
I N  M E M O R I A M

A Mother’s Tribute
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The Veterans of the Missis-
sippi Civil Rights Movement, 
Inc.,(VMCRM) in conjunction 
with Tougaloo College will 
host a three-day conference de-
signed to inspire and empower 
today’s youth through social 
activism, education and orga-
nizing.

The 9th annual conference is 
scheduled for March 5-8, 2014 
on the campus of Tougaloo 
College, 500 W. County Line 
Road.

Now one of the largest annu-
al gatherings of civil rights vet-
erans in the country, this event 
brings together civil rights ac-
tivists, scholars, historians, stu-
dents, community organizers, 
educators, film makers and pro-
ducers, second generation ac-
tivists, grassroots organizations 
and others from across the U.S. 
and abroad with today’s youth.

The conference objective 
is to discuss ways to continue 
positive change in society. It 
will allow an exchange of ideas 
and engage participants in dis-
cussions regarding issues that 
are important to them.

The Veterans of the Missis-
sippi Civil Rights Movement, 
Inc. conferences began in 2004 
with small gatherings. VM-
CRM is committed to collect-
ing and archiving oral histories 
of civil rights veterans from 
across the country and supports 
persons actively using those 

stories to continue the pursuit 
of freedom, justice and equal-
ity.

There will be a pre-confer-
ence themed “Jimmie Travis 
Civil Rights Legacy Sympo-
sium” to be held Wednesday, 
March 5, at 6:30 p.m., Wood-
worth Chapel, at Tougaloo. 
The keynote speaker is Robert 
“Bob” Moses. This event is 
free and open to the public.

Eddie Fair, Hinds County 
Tax Collector and nephew of 
the late Fannie Lou Hamer, will 

bring “Reflections on the Life 
of Mrs. Hamer” as the keynote 
luncheon speaker on Thursday, 
March 6, at 12:30 p.m.

Ineva May Pittman, Repre-
sentative Alyce Clarke, Ellie 
Dahmer and Unita Blackwell 
will be honored on Friday, 
March 7 at 12 noon as part of 
the “Tribute to Women in the 
Movement in Mississippi.”

The March 6 and March 7 
luncheons will take place in 
Holmes Hall.

Admission to the 3-day con-

ference beginning Thursday, 
March 6, is $50 for adults and 
$20 for students. One-day reg-
istration is $25 for adults and 
$10 for students. Tickets to 
attend the luncheon only each 
day are $15 adults and $10 for 
students.

For a complete conference 
schedule, online registration 
and to advertise in the sou-
venir book, go to the website 
www.MSCivilRightsVeterans.
com. Or call (601) 977-7914 or 
(601) 918-7809.

His birth name was James Jo-
seph Brown Jr. He was one of the 
most highly influential performers 
in the music industry - the Godfa-
ther of Soul.

As many stood in line in Jackson 
to sign up as an extra for the mov-
ie to be released in August, “Get 
On Up,” which chronicles James 
Brown’s humble beginnings and 
challenging turbulent life of pov-
erty, addiction, domestic violence, 
power and stardom, produced and 
directed by Tate Taylor (producer 
of The Help), Brown’s music is re-
membered as engaging, encourag-
ing, empowering, purposeful and 
thought provoking.

Brown’s music, gestures and 
vocal expressions demanded pro-
active participation and celebra-
tion in all realms of life. There was 
nothing passive about it. He made 
it funky. Who didn’t “Get Up Offa 
That Thing” for “Hot Pants,” “Do-
ing It to Death,” “Good Rockin 
Tonight,” “Funky President,” 
“The Big Payback,” “It’s a Man’s 
World,” “I Don’t Want Nobody 
to Give Me Nothing (open the 
door and I’ll get it myself),” and 
“Talkin’ Loud and Sayin’ Noth-
ing.”

Christmas wasn’t Christmas 
until you heard “Santa Claus Go 
Straight to the Ghetto.” We knew 
“Papa Don’t Take No Mess.” 
Black activists were greatly in-
fluenced with Brown’s release of 
“Say It Loud - I’m Black and I’m 
Proud.”

Linda Garrett was in Jackson 
recently and is someone who ac-
tually knew James Brown. “I was 
one of his girlfriends,” Garrett be-
gan. “James was my idol. I was in 
love with James Brown. Although 

I was underage, he was really no 
different from many of the other 
entertainers who had many girl-
friends of all kinds wherever they 
went.”

Garrett said she fell in love with 
Brown even before she met him. 
“I loved his charisma and style,” 
she said. “The first time I saw 
James Brown was at a show at the 
Temple Theatre, and I said, ‘That’s 
going to be my boyfriend.’ That 
was a prediction. I was 12 then.’”

Reflecting on the song, “Say It 
Loud I’m Black and I’m Proud,” 
Garrett said, “I remember sitting 
in the back of the bus. I remem-
ber drinking from a colored water 
fountain, one said white and the 
other said black. It felt awful, but 
my mother treated it as a way of 
life. We had to go into back doors. 
When the white lady picked my 
mother up for work, my mother 
had to sit in the back seat of the 
car. 

“I remember a firebomb that 
was thrown into the church we at-
tended. I also remember in school 
hearing on the PA system that 
President Kennedy had gotten 
shot and was killed. I remember 
during the time of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King’s nonviolent movement 
we tried hard not to fight back, 
but sometimes you didn’t have a 
choice but to fight.

“I dreamed of James Brown and 
couldn’t believe it when I got to 
go to one of his concerts. This was 
about 1968. I was 15 years old. I 
had no idea I was going to meet 
him that night. It was in Baton 
Rouge at a place called the White 
House Inn, where I went with my 
cousin and a friend.

“I remember him singing Cold 
Sweat and Papa’s Got A Brand 
New Bag. There was a dance 

called the James Brown, where he 
would slide across the floor, flip, 
back up and do the boogaloo. No-
body could do it like him.”

Garrett said Michael Jackson 
did a great imitation, but there 
would never be another James 
Brown. “He used to perform 
twice, because there were so many 
people coming to see his shows. 
Many could not get in because 
of the fire code ordinance. That’s 
why he did the two shows. We 
would hide in the restroom and 
wait for the second show.”

Garrett described how she got 
to meet Brown. “He spotted me 
sitting on the front row. And af-
ter the show was over, he sent 
someone over to get me. They 
brought me to the back where he 
was getting his hair done. When I 
saw him backstage, I was speech-
less; I didn’t know what to say. 
He had this thing about his hair. 
He did a lot of sweating when he 
performed, so he would not go out 
until his hair was immaculate - just 
as it was when he first came on the 
stage.

Brown spoke in a very low 
voice, recalled Garrett, as she 
said she was told to say she was 
18 years old. “Musicians dating 
minors was and still is something 
that goes on all the time, but I tell 
this story because James Brown 
was a special person and always a 
gentleman. He was a very gener-
ous man. I still have the fur coat he 
bought me. He bought me jewelry. 
He gave me money…. I was in 
love with him.”

He truly was “the hardest work-
ing man in show business,” said 
Garrett. Brown required perfection 
and precision, she said. “You’ve 
gotta be on time. You’ve gotta 
have your uniform. Your stuff is 

got to be intact. You’ve gotta have 
the bow tie. Shoes they were wear-
ing at the time had to be greased.” 
This is what he expected, Garrett 
explained.

“Brown also had a practice of 
assessing and collecting fines on 
his band members who broke the 
rules,” Garrett said, “such as wear-
ing unshined shoes, dancing out of 
sync or showing up late on stage.”

Garrett said during some of 
his concert performances, Brown 
danced in front of his band with 
his back to the audience as he slid 
across the floor, flashing hand sig-
nals and splaying his pulsating fin-
gers to the beat of the music.

Although audiences thought 
this dance routine was part of his 
act, he was actually pointing to the 
offending member of his troupe 
who played or sang the wrong 
note or committed some other in-
fraction. This was to alert the of-
fending person of the fine he must 
pay for breaking his rules.

Did you know that James Brown 
made public speeches in schools? 
He released pro-education songs, 
like “Don’t Be a Drop-Out” and 
“Killing Is Out, School Is In.” He 
knew of the high dropout rate, 
about youths killing each other, 
and remembered his own chal-
lenges during his childhood. Gar-
rett said royalties from those songs 
were donated to charitable organi-
zations and scholarships used for 
dropout prevention programs.

Garrett said she visited Brown 
the last time he came to Baton 
Rouge in 1997. That year he re-
ceived his star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame.

“In December 2006, someone 
called me late at night and told me 
he had just passed. I was devas-
tated. I had no problems getting in 

to view him. I told them who I was 
and showed them my pictures and 
they let me through. It was an hon-
or and a great experience being 
there. I was amazed at the many 
celebrities I saw. Michael Jackson 
was on the first floor; Michael was 
a James Brown fanatic,” she said.

Thinking on the movie about 
to be released, she said, “I hope 

they don’t cut out the part about 
his girlfriends. I hope they tell it 
like it really was, because there 
were girlfriends. I think I was the 
youngest girlfriend that he had. It 
was an amazing journey to be a 
part of his life.”

Garrett is a native of New Or-
leans and currently resides in Ba-
ton Rouge.

“Challenging Injustices, Creating Change:
Mississippi and the Civil Rights Movement”

Remembering the Godfather of Soul….

According to Linda Garrett: “James Brown 
was a romantic, always a gentleman”

Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement, Inc. hosts 9th Annual Conference at Tougaloo College
By Cynthia Goodloe Palmer
Special to The Mississippi Link

Moses

Garrett showing memorable pho-
tos of Brown.

“Godfather of Soul” James Brown performs during a concert at Yunfeng 
Theater in Shanghai, China on Feb. 22, 2006. The concert was Brown’s 
first performance in Mainland China. He died in the early morning of Dec. 
25, 2006, after being hospitalized for pneumonia. AP PHOTO/EuGEnE HO-
SHikO

Fair

“Get On up” director and pro-
ducer Tate Taylor

By Artaymis Ma’at
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Jacksonians. So on election night, June 4, 2013 and at 
the victory celebration at the Clarion Hotel, the mayor’s 
daughter, Rukia Kia, led the chant of her father’s cam-
paign slogan: “One City, One Aim, One Destiny.” It has 
since become the city’s motto.

By his side throughout the campaign was the mayor’s 
son, Chokwe Antar Lumumba, who served as the fam-
ily’s representative to make it official that yes, his father 
passed Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014, at 4:55 p.m. at Saint 
Dominic’s Hospital. The mayor entered the hospital ear-
lier that day complaining of chest pains.

Lumumba has one other daughter, Kambon Mutope. 
His wife Nubia preceeded him in death. He was born in 
Detroit, Mich., August 2, 1947 and at birth named Edwin 
Finley Taliaferro. He is the second of eight children born 
to Lucien and Priscilla Taliaferro.

Lumumba earned his bachelor’s degree in political 
science from Kalamazoo College in Kalamazoo, Mich. 
He graduated cum laude in his law school class at Wayne 
State University Law School in Michigan.

Before becoming mayor he served one term on the 
Jackson City Council representing Ward 2. He worked 
with organizations such as Jackson Human Rights Co-
alition pressuring the state to retry the person who mur-
dered Medgar Evers and was instrumental in the cam-
paign to free the Scott sisters.

For over 20 years, he organized, directed, coached 
and mentored youth through programs like the Jack-
son Panthers basketball Organization. He also was 
co-founder and member of the Malcolm X Grassroots 
Movement.

He was a member of the Word and Worship Christian 
Church of Jackson where Bishop Jeffery Stallworth 
was his pastor.
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A city mourns the 
passing of its mayor

City Council President Charles Tillman appointed by 
council members as acting mayor of the city of Jackson

Condolences from govern-
ment officials and citizens

“It is with a heavy heart, that we 
inform you that our beloved broth-
er, civil rights activist and mayor, 
Chokwe Lumumba, passed away 
today. More details will be made 
available in the near future. For 
now, we ask that you pray for his 
children and family,” said City of 
Jackson Chief of Staff, Dr. Safiya 
Omari, Tuesday evening, Feb. 24, 
2014.

After Omari’s statement and 
remarks from the mayor’s son, 
Chokwe Antar Lumumba, during a 
press conference held at St. Domi-
nic’s Hospital, the well wishes con-
tinue to follow for the man who had 
gained the respect and recognition 
from city officials, state officials 
and the citizens of Jackson and of 
Mississippi.

U.S. Congressman Bennie 
Thompson (MS-2) on Tuesday 
evening issued his statement from 
Washington, D.C., on the passing 
of Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lu-
mumba.

“I am deeply saddened by the 
death of my friend, Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba. I have known Mayor 
Lumumba since 1974. One of the 
reasons I was so public about my 
support for the Mayor was that I 
believed once people got to know 
the real Chokwe Lumumba, they 
would find him to be an extremely 
bright, caring, and humble individ-
ual. His election as mayor and very 
short term in office demonstrated 
exactly that.

“This evening, the City of Jack-
son truly suffered a great loss. I 
would like to extend my condo-
lences to the Lumumba family and 
the City of Jackson.”

Gov. Phil Bryant issued the fol-
lowing statement: “Deborah and I 
are shocked and saddened by the 
news of Mayor Lumumba’s pass-
ing and are praying for his loved 
ones. Just a short time ago, I had the 
opportunity to join the mayor in a 
church pew as we welcomed a new 
development to the city. His enthu-
siasm for Jackson will be deeply 
missed.”

Rickey Cole, chairman of the 
Mississippi Democratic Party, is-
sued the following statement: “We 
are deeply saddened by the loss of 
the promising new Mayor of our 
Capital City, the Honorable Chok-
we Lumumba. His young adminis-
tration has been a great beacon of 
hope for so many of us. 

“He was just beginning to make 
an effective start tackling the long-
neglected challenges faced by our 
Capital City. I ask all Mississippi-
ans to reflect upon the magnitude of 
this tragic loss.

“Our thoughts and our prayers go 
out to the Mayor’s family, friends, 
and the countless people who be-
lieved in him. We call upon ev-
eryone to stay strong and keep the 
flames of hope and promise burn-
ing high as we work through this 
tragedy together.

“Chokwe Lumumba was a man 
among men. He was a true ser-
vant leader in the finest sense of 

the phrase. He was a man by the 
people, of the people and for the 
people. Let us move forward with 
a resolve worthy of the memory of 
this champion of the people.”

Jacqueline Amos, chair of the 
Hinds County Democratic Party, in 
a statement said: “Words cannot do 
justice to the emotions we all feel 
right now. Our great captain has 
fallen. Our hearts are broken. We 
cannot help but ask ‘Why?’

“The legacy of Chokwe Lumum-
ba must not be buried with the man. 
He believed in the people of Jack-
son. In his honor, we must carry on. 
Farewell, noble man. We shall press 
on with our duty, as you taught us.”

Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone 
Lewis said, “Jackson has lost a 
giant in public service today. On 
behalf of the men and women of 
the Hinds County Sheriff’s Office, 
I want to express our sincere con-
dolences to the family of Mayor 
Chowke Lumumba.

“Lumumba was a man among 
many. He was a giant in the arenas 
of community service, legal repre-
sentation and youth development.

“I am personally saddened by 
this unexpected tragedy, as Lu-
mumba was very instrumental in 
my being elected as sheriff of Hinds 
County.

“Lumumba, unlike other public 
and elected officials, was not afraid 
to campaign with me while he was 
a sitting elected official. I’m grate-
ful for the many lessons he shared 
with me along the way.

“The Hinds County Sheriff’s Of-
fice stands ready to assist the Lu-
mumba family and the city of Jack-
son during this time of bereavement 
and transition.”

Mississippi Legislative Black 
Caucus Chairman Kenneth Jones 
(D-Canton) on the passing of May-
or Chokwe Lumumba:

“The chairman of the Mississippi 
Legislative Black Caucus, Senator 
Kenneth Wayne Jones, along with 
caucus members, join the family 
and many residents of our Capital 
City in mourning the loss of Jack-
son Mayor Chokwe Lumumba.

“Mayor Lumumba will be 
missed by his family, the residents 
of Jackson and the Mississippi Leg-
islative Black Caucus. The Mis-
sissippi Legislative Black Caucus 
sends our sincerest condolences.” 

State Sen. John Horhn (Dem-
Dist. 26) said, “As a person who 
worked closely with Jackson May-
or Chokwe Lumumba in recent 
years, I express the sympathy of 
many colleagues at his unexpected 
and untimely passing.

“Having known him for more 
than 30 years, I know that Mayor 
Lumumba will be missed by all for 
his passion of securing justice for 
the underserved and neglected, for 
his ability to push forward in secur-
ing the equal services for all people 
and for his undying commitment to 
battle against the odds, if it meant 
just one person could gain the dig-
nity of acceptance as a human being 
despite their socio-economic condi-
tions and their life’s circumstances.

“I worked with Mayor Lu-
mumba on the 1 cent sales tax for 
repairing the city’s crumbling infra-
structure and was always impressed 
by his vision, his desire to see that 
resources were spread equally and 
his desire to make Jackson the best 
it could ever be. His passion was 
unparalleled in his service to this 
city and state and to its people. 

“Mayor Lumumba this session 
came to the legislature and spoke 
plainly to lawmakers about his vi-
sion for the city and how he wanted 
to enlist everyone - black, white, 
democrat, republican and anyone 
in between - to make Jackson the 
world class city that we know it can 
be.

“Let us pause a moment and 
reflect on this great soldier of the 
people who lived his life ensuring 
that justice for all was a reality.”

State Sen. Sollie Norwood said, 
“The City of Jackson has lost a true 
champion today. I lost a dear, per-
sonal friend. My heart goes out to 
his children. My prayer is that we 
come together to pray for the city 
and keep moving forward with his 
vision. The disadvantaged lost a 
true giant; he was a champion for 
poor people. That’s what we need 
in Jackson. We’re going to pull our 
bootstraps up and do what we have 
to do for the city. It hurts, though.”

Former mayoral candidate and 
businessman Jonathan Lee issued 
the statement: “My family and I are 
deeply saddened to hear of Mayor 
Lumumba’s passing. Our condo-
lences are with his loved ones. We 
join our fellow citizens in prayer for 
his family and for our city.”

Mississippi House Democratic 
Caucus leader Bobby Moak (D-
Bogue Chitto) said: “My colleagues 
and I were saddened to learn of the 
sudden death of Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba. The Mayor and his 
administration had embarked on 
a strong and courageous plan of 
progressive action for the City of 
Jackson. 

“Mayor Lumumba’s quiet yet 
forceful leadership will be missed. 
Our thoughts, prayers, and sincere 
condolences go out to Mayor Lu-
mumba’s family, friends, and the 
citizens of our capital city.”

Brandon Jones, executive direc-
tor of the Mississippi Democratic 
Trust, said: “Friends, tonight we’ve 
lost a great friend. Mayor Lumum-
ba was a man of true conviction 
and a powerful change agent for 
the City of Jackson and the State of 
Mississippi. 

“I was moved by his compassion 
and impressed by what he was able 
to accomplish in his short time as 
Jackson’s mayor. Please join me 
in praying for Mayor Lumumba’s 
friends, family, and the great City 
of Jackson.”

The Mississippi Association of 
Educators issued a statement via 
their president Joyce Helmick and 
executive director Frank Yates: 
“We are deeply saddened at the 
unexpected passing of Mayor 
Chokwe Lumumba. We will miss 
his innovation and his deeply-felt, 

genuine commitment to improving 
public education, so that all of Jack-
son’s children could attend a great 
public schools. 

“A visionary leader with a life-
time record of strong advocacy for 
justice, Mayor Lumumba listened 
to his constituents, inspired all 
whom he touched, and reinvigo-
rated community involvement to 
move the city in the direction of 
their dreams. 

“Our heartfelt prayers for his 
family, his friends, and the city of 
Jackson.”

Derrick Johnson, state president 
of the Mississippi State Confer-
ence NAACP issued this statement: 
“Dear family, the world lost a hero 
today. The Mississippi State Con-
ference NAACP is shocked and 
deeply saddened by the passing of 
Mayor Chokwe Lumumba.

“Mayor Lumumba was not only 
a courageous freedom fighter, he 
was also a personal friend and men-
tor. I first met the Mayor over 20 
years ago, while a student at Touga-
loo College. And over the years, he 
has faithfully fought for the rights 
of the underserved.

“I will miss his spirit, mentor-
ship, and willingness to always 
fight for justice. Much like others, 
I feel a personal loss today. We of-
fer our condolences to the children 
of Mayor Lumumba, Rukia and 
Chokwe Antar.

“We stand in solidarity with 
Mayor Lumumba’s family, friends 
and allies as we continue to fight 
for justice and prosperity for un-
derserved communities. Mayor 
Lumumba sacrificed his life in the 
struggle for justice. May he now 
rest in peace and power.”

Veterans of the Civil Rights 
Movement Inc.’s statement read: 

“On behalf of the board of directors 
of the Veterans of the Mississippi 
Civil Rights Movement, Inc., we 
are deeply saddened by the passing 
of our brother, our friend and our 
Mayor, Chokwe Lumumba. 

“Mayor Lumumba was a strong 
supporter of the work that has been 
carried out as individuals and as an 
organization. Our mission has been 
to empower the next generation to 
carry on this important work.

“We have also been committed 
to collecting, documenting and pre-
serving the true Mississippi Civil 
Rights History as told by those 
who were actually involved in this 
movement. Mayor Lumumba cer-
tainly believed in and verbally ac-
knowledged our efforts and pledged 
his continued support.” - On behalf 
of the Veterans of the Mississippi 
Civil Rights Movement, Inc., Hol-
lis Watkins, chairman, and Cynthia 
Goodloe Palmer, executive director.

Mayor Lumumba’s pastor, Bish-
op Jeffrey Stallworth said, “He was 
a good faithful Christian soldier. 
His work was well completed. He 
was not afraid of tackling the big is-
sues, and he did what was so badly 
needed in the city - when you think 
of water and sewer issues and the 1 
percent sales tax.

“He had the opportunity to live 
long enough that people didn’t see 
only the radical side of him but 
what he really was for - love of 
country, his city, his community, his 
church and his family.”

Stallworth said he had talked 
Chokwe Antar, the mayor’s son 
Wednesday morning. “Off and on 
he had moments of joy remember-
ing all the wonderful things about 
his father and missing his mother 
who died some years ago.”

Dr. Ollye Shirley: “I was just re-

ally sad to hear that he had passed. I 
was not aware that he was ill. I had 
a meeting scheduled with him on 
March 3 or March 4 to discuss the 
Jackson Public School system. I’m 
really sad he didn’t have a chance to 
bring this city to the point where it 
needs to be. I think he would have 
done it. I think he had promise and 
could have done a lot for the city.”

Terrence Mosley: “When I heard 
it, I was in total shock. It’s hurtful to 
see someone who was poised to do 
so much for the city and lose him. 
And I just pray for his family and 
for the city going forward.”

Dr. Wilma E. Mosley Clopton: 
“The city of Jackson was in the 
midst of a new awakening and 
finding its way through a very 
tricky situation. Mayor Lumumba 
was a part of that movement. I 
feel very lost because of his quick 
demise, and it’s my hope that we 
can come together to continue to 
make a difference during these 
challenging times and that we are 
gainful for our best to lead us for-
ward.”

Amy Walker: “I was surprised 
and saddened. I think that he was 
here trying to do a great service 
for the city. I just hate to hear that 
he has passed. He was trying to do 
something positive for the city.”

Grant Pooe: “I was distraught 
when I heard it. He was doing an 
awesome job. Some thought when 
he was elected that he wouldn’t 
be for all the people, but he has 
proven that he was for everyone. 
He was running this city like a 
business. We don’t have time for 
politics. The city needs things im-
mediately, especially the young 
people. He worked for everyone.”

Stephanie R. Jones contributed 
to this article.

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa

Flags at half mast at Jackson City Hall   PHOTOS 
BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Flags at half mast at Jackson Police Department

Flags at half mast at Hinds County Courts build-
ing. Flags will remain at half mast for one week 
in remembrance of the mayor.

In a statement sent out from 
the City Council upon the death 
of Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, 
President and City Councilman 
Charles Tillman was unani-
mously appointed by the coun-
cil members to serve as acting 
mayor of the City of Jackson, 
Tuesday evening, Feb. 25, 
2014.

Acting Mayor Tillman was 
sworn in after an emergency 
meeting of the City Council 
was held at City Hall Tuesday 
night. Tillman will serve in this 
capacity until a successor is 

elected by the citizens of Jack-
son. 

Councilman Melvin Priester 
Jr. is now serving as president 
of the City Council and Coun-
cilman DeKeither Stamps is 
serving as its vice president. 
Each will serve in those capaci-
ties until a newly elected mayor 
is sworn in. While serving as 
acting mayor, Tillman will re-
tain his right to vote on the 
council.

According to Mississippi 
law, within 30 days of the May-
or’s death, the council is to call 
a special election. The City of 
Jackson will make and enter 

upon the minutes an order set-
ting a date certain for the spe-
cial election.

The election for the next 
mayor will be held not less than 
30 days nor more than 45 days 
after the date upon which the 
rrder is entered.

Acting Mayor Charles Till-
man took a minute to gain his 
composure before speaking be-
yond official comments about 
Lumumba. He said, “[Lumum-
ba’s) administration and the 
City Council shared the work 
session together last evening 
(Monday) - which was real 
thoughtful and informative.

“The mayor called me this 
morning (Tuesday) between 
8 and 9 o’clock and we had a 
chat about some city business. 
He was joyful, mapping out 
activities for the day, including 
the scheduled council meeting. 
His voice was strong. I’m not 
sure where he was but he was 
working.

“Of course, from now un-
til the funeral we will be in 
mourning with his family. We 
will learn about arrangements 
in the coming days. His motto 
was ‘One City, One Aim, One 
Vision’ and he was pushing for 
that effort.”

Tillman said the recently 
passed 1 percent sales tax will 
certainly be a major part of Lu-
mumba’s legacy. The tax is to 

pay for repair of the city’s an-
tiquated infrastructure, streets 
marred by potholes and disinte-
grated water lines.

By Stephanie Jones
Contributing Writer

City Council President Charles Tillman being sworn-in as acting 
mayor, Tuesday, Feb. 25.
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Affordable Care Act seminar at Tougaloo debunks Obamacare myths

U.S. Congressman Bennie G. 
Thompson (D-MS) is travelling 
throughout his district holding infor-
mational sessions about the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) and encourag-
ing people to enroll in the healthcare 
program, as the March 31 deadline 
for signing up nears.

Thompson started his ACA Spring 
Tour at Tougaloo College Thursday, 
Feb. 20, and had appearances sched-
uled last weekend in five other loca-
tions in the state.

Thompson, a Democrat and the 
only member of the Mississippi 
Congressional delegation to vote in 
favor of the so-called “Obamacare” 
measure, said the goal of the meet-
ings is to answer any lingering ques-
tions and clarify information that has 
been circulated. 

“We want to make sure no one 

leaves today with unanswered ques-
tions,” Thompson said. “And we 
want to get people signed up.”

Affordable Care, he said, is de-
signed to help “people who go to 
work every day but they had the 
kinds of jobs that either didn’t offer 
health insurance or the policy offered 
was so expensive that they would 
not choose it.”

He added that often workers’ 
wages were so low that when given 
a choice to take the extra pay in their 
check or pay for high insurance, 
people resorted to survival skills and 
took the check. “Then they crossed 
their fingers and hoped that no one 
got sick,” Thompson said.

Teams from health and other insti-
tutions were on hand to help answer 
questions, even down to explaining 
terminology used in relation to the 
act, such as “navigator” (recruiter), 
“broker” and “agent.” They also 

detailed income eligibility require-
ments based on size of household or 
medical conditions.

Thompson said he wanted people 
to get correct information from the 
sources who can provide it. “Two of 
the worst things I hear are ‘they said’ 
and ‘I heard,’” he said. “We are pass-
ing on accurate information.”

Some key points explained: pre-
existing conditions will be covered.  
Women won’t pay more. Individuals 
can keep their private insurance if it 
works best for them. Profit caps are 
set for insurance providers to keep 
premium rates in check.

Humana and AmBetter are the 
state’s Affordable Care insurance 
providers. Thompson said Humana 
already has signed up about 15,000 
in the 40-country district he repre-
sents.

“Tougaloo College has partnered 
with agencies to make care avail-

able to the most vulnerable of our 
population,” said Dr. Sandra Hayes, 
executive director of the Owens 
Health and Wellness Center, where 
the event was held.

Program participants were able to 
ask questions regarding their indi-
vidual circumstances.

Jerry Lewis of Florence, a self-
employed trucker, has struggled to 
find affordable insurance. One pri-
vate company, he said, quoted rates 
(including a $6,000 deductible) that 
were “so outrageous” there was 
no way he could pay. He said the 
company told him their rates had 
increased because of the Affordable 
Care Act.

After talking with a Humana 
representative, Lewis said he un-
derstood the program better. “I was 
really frustrated before trying to get 
insurance,” said the married father of 
four. “But they gave me some good 

information and told me how to get 
more information on available op-
tions.”

Brian Harrington, a 23-year-old 
student, learned he would not be eli-
gible for coverage because his par-
ents had not claimed him as a depen-
dent on their taxes last year. “Now, I 
am looking for my own health insur-
ance,” Harrington said.

Fannie Martin talked with applica-
tion counselors from Jackson/Hinds 
Comprehensive Health Center. She 
was unclear about what documents 
she needed to bring so she had to re-
turn later in the day.

Thompson and others also ex-
plained that there will be people who 
fall into coverage gaps. To qualify 
for tax credits under the act, appli-
cations have to earn enough to meet 
the income requirements, which are 
based on percentages of national 
poverty guidelines.

For instance, a one-person house-
hold would need an annual income 
of $11,490 to receive tax credits that 
would lower premiums. A two-per-
son household would need to make 
around $15,000. Under that formula, 
some unemployed people or others 
might not qualify.

That is where the Medicaid ex-
pansion plan was supposed to take 
up the slack. Medicaid expansion 
allows states to design programs to 
cover those who don’t qualify for 
other options. But Mississippi opted 
against accepting millions of dollars 
in federal funding to expand Medic-
aid coverage.

Thompson encouraged people to 
continue letting state leaders hear 
from them if they want to see the ex-
pansion taken advantage of here.

Stephanie R. Jones can be reached 
at srjones13@gmail.com or (601) 
260-4232.

Fannie Martin, left, talks with Marstonya Butler, cen-
ter, and Kimberly Lott, ACA counselors with Jackson/
Hinds Comprehensive Health Center.

Jerry Lewis, a self-employed truck driver from Florence, talks 
with Congressman Bennie Thompson at seminar at Tougaloo 
College about the Affordable Care Act.

Dr. Sandra Hayes, executive director of 
the Owens Health and Wellness Cen-
ter, hosts the Affordable Care Act semi-
nar at Tougaloo College on Feb. 20.

Brian Harrington, a student, left, talks about health insurance with 
Jarvis Dortch of MS Health Advocacy Program. PHOTOS BY STEPHA-
NIE R. JONES

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Interfaith prayer vigil held for the late Mayor Chokwe Lumumba

Hinds County Board of Supervisors calls press conference on passing of Mayor Chokwe Lumumba

When people 
spoke of Mayor 
Chokwe Lumumba 
at a prayer luncheon 
at the Stew Pot the 
day after his death, a theme was evi-
dent - the mayor had set the city on a 
new and hopeful course and his vision 
should not pass with the man.

Members of a cross section of orga-
nizations, institutions and religions that 
make up Working Together Jackson 
used their monthly meeting to honor 
and pray for Lumumba. The group 
included Baptist preachers, Catholic 
priests, clergy of other denominations, 
and members of the Muslim faith.

Many were still in states of dismay, 
disbelief and just plain sadness. “God 
allows to happen what happens,” said 
Okolo Rashid, executive director of the 
International Museum of Muslin Cul-
ture. She knew Lumumba in his various 
walks in life across many years.

“He considered himself a revolution-
ary radical,” she said of his affiliation 
with Pan-Africanism. “When he moved 
into this more mainstream role, it was 
like ‘wow!’”

Rashid then read passages from the 
Qur’ran she felt represented Lumumba: 
“Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in 
your possessions and in your personal 

selves. And ye shall certainly hear much 
that will grieve you.… But if ye perse-
vere patiently, and guard against evil, 
then that will be a determining factor in 
all affairs.”

Others talked of the need to move 
forward with what Lumumba started in 
the city. They all expressed admiration of 
this ability to bring different sections of 
the city together.

Rims Barber, a longtime supporter and 
civil rights activists, said, “Lumumba 
gave us in the city something to hope for. 
We cannot lose that hope. I’m concerned 
that we don’t get into political infighting 
that tears down instead of lifts Jackson 
up,” Barber said. “We can make sure that 
doesn’t happen.”

Mike Roberts of Working Together 
Jackson

said Lumumba’s vision could not be 
accomplished by him alone. “Great peo-
ple are the handful who go through in-
tense heat; they get stuff burned off in the 
process, but they don’t run away; they go 
through internal heat as well.

“No one person can bring change to a 
city. It takes many. We have to stay laser 
focused on his vision. Our duty doesn’t 
stop; it increases now. It’s ‘drawing 
board time’ for us.”

Imam Ameen Abdur-Rashied, of 
Masjid Muhammad, said although Lu-
mumba had a consciousness of black 
nationalism and Pan-Africanism, when 
he worked in the mainstream his efforts 

were just as vigilante. “His greatest ide-
ology was that he worked for the better-
ment of all mankind, especially those 
least able to defend for themselves,” he 
said.

Warren Yoder, executive director of 
the Public Policy Center of Mississippi, 
said the mayor gave the city a new ex-
perience. “No other leader brought such 
a spirit of cooperation and respect until 
Lumumba,” Yoder said. “On this day we 
lost the man, not the spirit.”

James Sims, with the United Auto 
Workers, applauded Lumumba’s sup-
port of his organization. “Chokwe rep-
resented everything Dr. King stood for 
- that ‘injustice anywhere is injustice 
everywhere.’”

Darrel McQuirter, 
President of Hinds 
County Board of Su-
pervisors (Dist. 2), 
said the supervisors 
called a press conference to express 
the Board of Supervisors’ condolences 
to the family of Mayor Chokwe Lu-
mumba, to his constituents and col-
leagues throughout the city of Jackson. 

McQuirter said, “It is just to let 
them know that we are heartbroken 
just as they are in the sudden loss of 
the mayor of this capital city. We want 
the community to know that the Board 
of Supervisors are here if there is any-
thing we can do to be supportive at 
this time or to assist in anyway – to let 
the public and his staff and his family 
know that.”

When asked how was his working 
relationship with the mayor, McQuirt-
er said, “I found him extremely easy 
to work with. When you are in politics 
and running races, people will paint 
you with a lot of different brushes and 
I understand that. But because some-
one else paints a picture about you 

does not mean you will be what they 
say you are.

“The mayor was a very passion-
ate man about what he believed in, 
and he believed in helping those who 
were less fortunate than he was. That 
was evident in his actions and in his 
work. He was passionate about the 
city of Jackson and fought for those 
who could not fight for themselves. 
I had the utmost respect for him that 
grew daily after watching him myself 
do his job.”

McQuirter said he met with Luum-
ba on numerous occasions in casual 
conversation and also had an official 
meeting scheduled for this past Mon-
day. “But because of another urgent 
meeting, we had to cancel and he 
passed the very next day. So I am heart 
broken about that as well.”

He said the Board of Supervisors 
just honored the mayor a week ago 
with a Resolution for his achievements 
and outstanding leadership with the 
city of Jackson. “As President, I was 
the one who signed that resolution and 
presented it to him at the Board meet-
ing in this room,” McQuirter said.

“The mayor shared some common 

views with us. But that does not mean 
we agreed on everything, but that’s 
life. He was an awesome leader.”

Regarding Lumumba’s son, Chok-
we Antar who announced the passing 
of his father on Tuesday, McQuirter 
said, “It was an awesome thing this 
young man did on behalf of his fam-
ily, in honoring his father, expressing 
sincere appreciation for the concerns 
outpouring from the citizens and ask-
ing for a little time for he and his fam-
ily to grieve in private. 

“His father being such a public fig-
ure, it is going to be difficult for them 
to accomplish that as so many people 
want to come and share with them and 
let them know how much they appre-
ciated their father. He did an awesome 
job in representing his family.”

Staying behind after the press con-
ference, Tony Greer, Hinds County Su-
pervisor for District 4 commented on 
the passing of the mayor, stating, “As 
a board we were saddened to hear the 
news about the passing of Mayor Lu-
mumba. He was a great asset to Hinds 
County and the citizens of Jackson. 

“He was easy to work with and 
receptive to new ideas. He was mov-

ing the city forward aggressively in 
a brave, bold and new direction. We 
were proud of the relationship that 
Hinds County developed with him 
in just a short period of time we have 
been able to do some work with him.”

Although he has only been on the 
Supervisors’ board for about three 
months, Greer said he already had met 
with the mayor once and had another 
meeting set up with him to talk about 
some very large projects. 

“I appreciated that on some things 
he had a different opinion but he was 
always very respectful and easy to ap-
proach and a man with great vision. 
He will be missed, not just by the 
citizens of Jackson but also by Hinds 
County as well,” Greer said.

Greer acknowledged that he was 
surprised to learn the kind of man 
Lumumba was in his working rela-
tionship with others. “Everybody de-
velops preconceived ideas as to how 
somebody might be. But when you are 
in a meeting with him, he is probably 
one of the most respectful men I have 
ever met with one-on-one. I appreci-
ated him.”

Greer would not speculate on the 

possible candidates 
to become mayor. He 
said, “Anybody who 
comes up for public 
service, I admire any-
one who puts them-
selves in that arena. 
There are so many 
good leaders in the 
city of Jackson, that 
I don’t think the city 
has anything to worry 
about. Whoever they 
raise up will be a man of strong char-
acter and good leadership ability.”

Carmen Davis, Hinds County ad-
ministrator, expressed her shock and 
sadness caused by the sudden loss of 
Mayor Lumumba. “He was certainly 
a person we all admired, looked up to 
and appreciated the hard work he has 
done in our communities for human 
beings in total,” she said.

“He was working for humanity 
and justice for all people, something 
I respected, admired and looked up to 
him. I hope that we all reflect on his 
work and carry it on.

“We hope that the next mayor will 
continue to carry out what is best for 

the citizens of Jackson and Hinds 
County. I’m sure that is what will be 
and the citizens will make the right de-
cision for us to look forward.”

Davis said many expressed that 
they were very pleased of what the 
mayor accomplished in such a short 
period of time. 

“He made some very hard and con-
troversial decisions. Citizens normally 
don’t appreciate having their taxes 
raised, but everyone rallied around his 
vision and rallied around the desperate 
needs we have in the city of Jackson to 
progress and move forward, so we can 
bring further growth and development 
to the city.”

Okolo Rashid, executive director of the International Museum of Muslin Culture, addresses the 
gathering of Working Together Jackson at the Stewpot to honor and offer prayers for Mayor Chok-
we Lumumba, his family and the city.

James Sims of UAW speaking of 
Mayor Lumumba’s commitment to 
the cause of the union.

Tony Greer and Darrel McQuirter

Phil Eide, Geannette Gross and Alberta Taylor talk after the 
Working Together Jackson prayer luncheon. Gross, a Lu-
mumba supporter, became emotional as she talked about the 
mayor uniting people of Jackson.

Mike Roberts, right, of Working Together Jackson, greets 
an attendee at the Wednesday, Feb. 26, pray luncheon in re-
membrance of the late Mayor Chokwe Lumumba. PHOTOS BY 
STEPHANIE JONES

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
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February 26, 2014

The Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership is deeply saddened by Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba’s departure from this earthly life.  He was a great leader, with unique 
personality and talent.  

His keen intellectual grasp of the tough issues facing the City of Jackson was impor-
tant, but it was his ability to rally everyone to action on those issues that truly made 
him special. His time in office may have been cut short, but his impact on moving 
this city forward will have long standing implications. 

Today we grieve with the rest of the community, but we also cerebrate the achieve-
ments of Chokwe Lumumba. We had a strong and productive working relationship 
with the Mayor. Furthermore, in an unexpected twist, we developed a sincere per-
sonal relationship.  

So today we grieve the loss of this dear friend and realize how blessed we are to have 
had him as a leader and public servant.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Mayor 
Lumumba’s family, his friends and this community.

Sincerely,

Andy Taggart
Chairman of the Board
Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership
 

Duane O’Neill
President
Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership

 



Three teachers from Jack-
son Public Schools were 
honored as Metro Teachers 
of the Year during a lun-
cheon at the Old Capitol Inn 
in Jackson Thursday, Feb. 
20, 2014.

The Greater Jackson 
Chamber Partnership orga-
nizes the program once a 
year. Its purpose is to cel-
ebrate, through these honor-
ees, the best educators in the 
metro area.

Honorees receive recogni-
tion at the luncheon and in 
the souvenir program and 
trophies to display in their 
homes or classrooms.

2014 JPS Metro Teacher 
Recognition honorees are:

Susan Bender, Jim Hill 
High School;

C. Monique Lastique, Da-
vis Magnet Elementary;

Diane Smith, Power APAC 
Elementary.

Bender teaches science at 
Jim Hill High School. She is 
a teaching veteran with near-
ly 30 years of experience. 
She attended Jackson State 
University and Mississippi 
College. She created the 
Student Oriented Academic 
Research (SOAR) program 
at Jim Hill, which pairs sci-
ence students with universi-
ty faculty mentors. She also 

helped design a program 
that brings medical students 
into her classrooms at Jim 
Hill to enhance science les-
sons. Her numerous awards 
include 2008 Parents for 
Public Schools Outstanding 
Educator, 2008 Outstanding 
Educator of the Year for the 
Mississippi Academy of Sci-
ences, and 2014 JPS Teacher 
of the Year.

Lastique is a fifth grade 
teacher at Davis Magnet El-
ementary School with six 
years of experience. She 
moved to Mississippi from 
California in 2007. She re-
ceived her Bachelor’s De-
gree in Education from Cali-

fornia State University and 
has recently completed a 
master’s degree. Earlier this 
school year, she was present-
ed the 2013 Outstanding Ed-
ucator Award by Parents for 
Public Schools of Jackson.

Smith of Power APAC 
teachers 4th grade language 
arts. She has more than 20 
years of classroom teaching 
experience and was an assis-
tant principal for two years. 
She holds bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in educa-
tion from Mississippi State 
University. Her previous 
awards include being named 
the 2012-2013 Teacher of 
the Year at Power APAC.

Jim Hill High School buzzed 
with expectation Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 19, 2014, when a school-
wide assembly was called for a 
surprise announcement. After 
fanfare and speeches, the school 
learned that one of their own was 
receiving national recognition. 
Tracee Thompson, an English 
teacher at Jim Hill, was honored 
with the 2014 Milken Educator 
Award. Along with the award, she 
received a check for $25,000 to 
spend at will.

Governor Phil Bryant, State 
Superintendent of Education Dr. 
Carey Wright, and Milken Senior 
Vice President Dr. Jane Foley 
made the announcement. JPS 
Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray 
was also on hand to congratulate 
Thompson and to celebrate her lat-
est accomplishment. Thompson is 
also the 2013–2014 JPS Teacher 
of the Year.

The prestigious Milken award 
recognizes K-12 educators for 
teaching excellence. Only 100 
teachers nationwide receive the 
award each year. The selection 
process is secret. Honorees are 
selected by state education depart-

ments based on educational talent, 
contributions to the profession, 
potential for leadership, and other 
factors.

JPS now proudly boasts of hav-

ing had four Milken educators 
serving in its schools. The award 
was presented to Wingfield science 
teacher Madelene Loftin in 2007, 
Jim Hill teacher Larry Thurman 

in 2005, and Power APAC teacher 
Tunja Smith in 2002. Former Barr 
Elementary principal received the 
award in 1985 when she worked 
in another school district.

JPS students to take 
the stage in Montage 
Dance Theater’s The 
Dance of Lion King
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Bender

Participating in the surprise Milken award announcement at Jim Hill were (from left) JPS Board member Monica Gilmore-Love, Gov. Phil 
Bryant, Milken honoree Traccee Thompson, Senator Alyce Clark, Principal Bobby Brown, JPS Dep. Supt. Lorene Essex, State Supt. Dr. Carey 
Wright, JPS Board member Linda Rush, JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray, and Exec. Dir. of High Schools Dr. Freddrick Murray.

Lastique Smith

William Johnson, front, played Simba in The Dance of the Lion King. 
Madison Johnson, Jameia Boon, and Eriel Paymon also danced in 
the performance.

JPS teachers honored as 2014 
Metro Teachers of the Year

Jim Hill Teacher surprised 
with $25,000 Milken Award

Several students from Jack-
son Public Schools performed 
in the Montage Dance The-
ater’s  production of “The 
Dance of Lion King.”

William Johnson of Davis 
Magnet Elementary starred in 
the lead role as Simba. Per-
forming in supporting roles 
from JPS were Madison John-
son and Jameia Boon of Bai-
ley Middle School, Eriel Pay-
mon of Siwell Middle School, 
and Jordan Jefferson of Calla-
way High School.

The modern dance adapta-
tion was created under the ar-
tistic direction of Tiffany Jef-
ferson. Set in the kingdom of 
lions in Africa, the story takes 

its shape from familiar and 
modern themes.

The story was influenced 
by biblical tales of Joseph 
and Moses, the Shakespeare 
play Hamlet, and the Disney 
animated movie and Broad-
way musical The Lion King. 
The production featured the 
diverse works of residen-
tial chorographers within the 
genres of ballet, tap, jazz, hip 
hop, modern, acrobatics, and 
brazillen dance.

Montage Dance Theatre is a 
program of the Speech, The-
atre, and Dance department 
of the Hinds Community Col-
lege located on the Raymond 
Campus. The program is di-
rected by Jefferson.

Students at Wilkins Elemen-
tary School will receive a special 
surprise Wednesday, February 26, 
2014, at 10 a.m. during an assem-
bly.

Joe Williams, founder and CEO 
of Agape North, a clothing compa-
ny from Memphis, will be on hand 
to present 500 uniforms to Wilkins 
students. The donation is a result 
of sales profited by the company at 

Mistletoe Marketplace last year.
Agape North is a cause-based 

clothing company that focuses on 
offering high quality polos, t-shirts, 
outerwear and caps to its consum-
ers. When customers purchase 
Agape North apparel, the company 
donates uniforms to students in the 
United States and all over the world.

For more information, please 
contact Jonathan Sutton at 601-
371-4306.

The Jackson Public 
School (JPS) family 
is deeply saddened by 
the passing of City of 
Jackson Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba. His leadership, passion for 
quality education, and commitment 
towards the success of our students 
will be truly missed.

Mayor Lumumba helped us kick off 
the 2013-2014 school year with words 
of encouragement to over 4000 JPS 
employees at our annual convocation 

ceremony held at the Mississippi Coli-
seum.

He most recently played an integral 
role in the JPS accreditation process. 
Last school year, he implemented a 
City-wide cleanup day where both 

City of Jackson employees and JPS 
students (JROTC) and staff partici-
pated.

Mayor Lumumba was very influen-
tial in working with the City’s legal 
team and myself to settle a lawsuit be-

tween the City of Jackson and Jackson 
Public Schools over taxes and millage 
rates

Mayor Lumumba was also a strong 
supporter and advocate of JPS’ stra-
tegic goals, Alignment Jackson, our 
Partners in Education Program, Black-
burn Middle School’s Evers Acad-
emy for African-American Males (A-
TEAAM), JPS athletics, and offered 
his assistance in settling a bus driver 
strike. Additionally, Mayor Lumumba 
was very involved with the Coalition 
of Schools Educating Boys of Color.

In honor of Mayor Lumumba, JPS 
flags are being flown at half-mast to-
day, February, 26, 2014, through the 
rest of the week.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Mayor Lumumba’s family during this 
time as we reflect on the progress he 
sought for the City of Jackson during 
his brief tenure.

Cedrick Gray, 
Ed.D Superintendent

Clothing company to 
make surprise donation 
to Wilkins Elementary 

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Lumumba speaks to JPS students



www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 9FEBRUARY 27 - mARCH 5, 2014

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

The White House Initiative 
on Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (WHIHBCU) 
recently announced its first class 
of HBCU All-Stars, recognizing 
75 undergraduate, graduate, and 
professional students for their 
accomplishments in academics, 
leadership, and civic engage-
ment. 

Currently enrolled at 62 HB-
CUs, the All-Stars were selected 
from 445 students who submit-
ted completed applications that 
included a transcript, resume, 
essay, and recommendation.

“Engaging with the next 
generation of leaders who will 
graduate from HBCUs and go 
on to make meaningful contribu-
tions to society is crucial to the 
success of our community, our 
country and our global competi-
tiveness,” said George Cooper, 
executive director of the WHI-
HBCUs.

“It is a privilege to announce 
these 75 students who have dem-
onstrated a commitment to both 
their own academic achievement 
and making a difference in their 
communities, and we look for-
ward to working with them as 
partners in advancing President 
Obama’s college completion 
goal.”

Kisa Harris, a graduate of 
Clinton High School, was among 
the list of 75 All-Stars. Harris is 
a junior chemistry major at Tou-
galoo College, a Jackson Heart 
Study Scholar and a member of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, In-
corporated.

About Harris’ inclusion on the 
list, Tougaloo College president, 
Dr. Beverly W. Hogan said, “We 
are excited but not surprised by 
Kisa’s inclusion on this inau-
gural list of scholars. She is an 
outstanding young woman who 
continues to distinguish herself 
as a leader and to represent Tou-
galoo College well.”

For more information on the 
White House Initiative for HB-
CUs, visit http://www.ed.gov/ed-
blogs/whhbcu/hbcus-and-2020-
goal/

EDUCATION

The Jackson 
State University 
community joins 
people around 
the city, state and 
nation in mourning the death 
of Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lu-
mumba, who died Tuesday, feb. 
25, 2014, at the age of 66.

“I am just stunned and deeply 
saddened. He was a bright, bright 
star, a brilliant and caring may-
or,” said JSU President Carolyn 
W. Meyers. “It’s up to us to hon-
or him and continue his work.”

Meyers said JSU students 
loved Lumumba because he was 
so visible and his experiences 
were relevant to them.

“He was our mayor in the tru-
est sense of the word. It’s a loss, 

a terrible loss,” Meyers said. “I 
think we’ve lost his brilliance, 
his strategic capability. We lost a 
person of courage.”

Jackson City Council mem-
bers elected Council President 
Charles Tillman as the acting 
mayor Tuesday night.

The Weather Channel will 
broadcast a feature on Jack-
son State University’s mete-
orology program and its stu-
dents on today, February 27 
2014. The segment will run 
throughout the day.

Producers from the nation-
al network filmed on the JSU 
campus earlier this month. 

The feature was the brain-
child of JSU alumnae Vivian 
Brown, who is a veteran me-
teorologist with The Weather 
Channel.

Brown interviewed some 
of the meteorology students 
and filmed with them.

On Friday, Feb. 28, 2014, Tou-
galoo College will host its 26th in-
vitation-only Business Luncheon, 
where it invites leaders from the 
city and state’s business commu-
nity to come together and identify 
opportunities for collaboration, for 
assisting one another with short 
and long-term objectives and for 
advancing the business interests of 
the city and state.

Centered around a speaker of 
national prominence, this year the 

luncheon will present Garry W. 
Bridgeman, CIMA®, a nation-
ally known financial planner who 
is executive director/institutional 
consulting director/financial ad-
visor for Graystone Consulting, 
a business of Morgan Stanley. 
Bridgeman, who is a native Mis-
sissippian, currently works in At-
lanta.

The luncheon is held every year 
on the last Friday in February and 
has become one of the business 
community’s most sought-after 

invitations.
“For 26 years, Tougaloo Col-

lege has been providing this 
service to the community,” said 
Tougaloo College President, Dr. 
Beverly W. Hogan.

“It is, literally, a way to bring to 
the table more than 300 business 
and community leaders, policy 
makers and educators to exchange 
ideas on the economic opportuni-
ties and challenges facing us from 
local, state, national and global 
perspectives.”

JSU mourns death 
of Mayor Lumumba

The Weather Channel highlights 
JSU meteorology program

Tougaloo College hosting 26th Annual 
Business Luncheon - a Jackson tradition
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named to national list by 
the White House
Kisa Harris one of 75 HBCU 
All-Stars named by WHIHBCU

Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lumumba

Harris
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CHICAGO - Older fathers may 
face higher risks than previously 
thought for having children with 
psychiatric problems, including 
bipolar disorder, autism and atten-
tion deficits, according to the larg-
est study to examine the potential 
links.

American and Swedish re-
searchers examined data on more 
than 2.6 million Swedes born from 
1973-2001. Men who fathered 
kids after age 24 faced increas-
ing odds for having children with 
psychiatric problems or academic 
difficulties, with the greatest risks 
seen at age 45 and older.

The results add to evidence 
challenging the notion that men’s 
sperm are timeless, but this kind 
of research isn’t proof. And by no 
means are children of older dads 
certain to have problems. Abso-
lute risks were small - less than 
one percent of kids of older dads 
had autism, attention deficit-hy-
peractivity disorder or bipolar dis-

order; and less than four percent 
had schizophrenia or fell victim 
to substance abuse or attempted 
suicide.

Academic difficulties were 
more common but still didn’t af-
fect most kids of older dads.

Even so, the magnitude of in-
creased risks faced by kids born 
to dads aged 45 and older versus 
dads aged 20 to 24 was surprising, 
said lead author Brian D’Onofrio, 
an associate professor in the psy-
chological and brain sciences de-
partment at Indiana University.

Compared with kids of the 
youngest dads, those fathered by 
men at age 45 and older faced 
risks almost 25 times greater for 
bipolar disorder; 13 times greater 
for ADHD; more than three times 
greater for autism; almost three 
times greater for suicide attempts; 
and about two times greater for 
schizophrenia and substance 
abuse.

The study was published online 
in JAMA Psychiatry.

Molecular geneticist Simon 

Gregory, an associate professor at 
Duke University, called the new 
study impressive because of its 
size and depth - the authors had ac-
cess to a registry of most births in 
Sweden over more than 20 years, 
along with reams of data on psy-
chiatric treatment, education and 
social welfare.

Still, Gregory said, “There’s no 
reason to ring the alarm bells that 
older men shouldn’t have kids” 
unless the results are replicated in 
additional research and molecular 
evidence is found.

D’Onofrio said the researchers 
took into account several factors 
that could have influenced the re-
sults, including the mothers’ age at 
conception, parents’ education and 
history of psychiatric problems, 
and siblings’ health, and still found 
strong risks linked with older men.

“People frequently ask me, 
‘What’s the safe age’” to father 
children, but the answer isn’t 
clear-cut, D’Onofrio said. “There 
is no threshold where on one side 
it’s safe and on the other side it’s 

problematic.”
He’s among scientists who think 

the reason risks may increase with 
advancing age is that sperm are 
continually produced throughout 
men’s lives and mutations may oc-
cur each time cells divide to create 
new sperm.

By contrast, women are born 

with a set number of eggs that be-
come susceptible to certain genet-
ic mutations, including those that 
cause Down Syndrome, as women 
age. Other research has suggested 
women’s age might play a role in 
autism and other disorders, but 
fathers’ advanced age wasn’t con-
sidered a potential risk until fairly 

recently.
Dr. Christopher Pittenger, a 

Yale University expert in psychi-
atric disorders, called the results 
convincing and said it’s likely that 
many genetic mutations linked 
with older age contribute to the 
conditions studied, but that other 
factors also play a role.

Huge study links older dads with kids’ psych woes

March is National Kidney 
Month, a great time to focus on 
kidney health and treatment. If 
you don’t know much about the 
topic, get informed - kidney dis-
ease is common and can be deadly.

In fact, kidney disease is the 
ninth leading cause of death in 
America, according to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation, and 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimates that one 
in three Americans are at risk for 
kidney disease.

Risk factors include high blood 
pressure, diabetes and a family 
history of a kidney disease.

Certain lifestyle changes can 
help promote healthy kidney func-
tion. Your doctor may prescribe a 
well-balanced diet low in choles-
terol, sodium, processed foods 
and sugar. Get plenty of physical 
activity. Stay hydrated. Avoid un-
healthy habits such as smoking.

Talk to your doctor about your 
risk and preventive steps you can 
take.

In a healthy body, kidneys clean 
the blood by removing excess flu-
id, minerals and wastes. However, 
for patients with kidney failure, 
kidneys don’t function properly 
and they need a medical treat-
ment called dialysis to clean their 
blood.

More than 430,000 people in 
the U.S. undergo dialysis at home 
or in clinics yearly, according to 
the United States Renal Data Sys-
tem.

There are two types of dialysis: 
peritoneal dialysis and hemodi-
alysis.  Peritoneal dialysis uses a 
cleansing fluid that is instilled into 
the patient’s peritoneal cavity, the 
fluid-filled gap between the walls 
of the abdomen and organs, and 
then drained after a prescribed 

period of time. The patient’s own 
peritoneal membrane acts as a 
natural filter for removing excess 
fluids and wastes.

Hemodialysis requires the pa-
tient to have a permanent access 
site to his or her cardiovascular 
system and uses a machine to 
remove blood from the patient, 
pump it through an artificial kid-
ney that removes toxins and ex-
cess fluids, and then return the 
blood to the body.

For those undergoing hemo-
dialysis, there is good news. At 
home care can benefit patients 
looking for more control of their 
care.

Traditionally, patients on hemo-
dialysis receive treatments at a di-
alysis clinic three days per week, 
lasting between three and five 
hours per visit. And patients must 
comply with the clinic schedule, 
requiring them to manage their 
treatments around the clinic’s 
availability.

For some, home hemodialysis 
(HHD) may be a better alterna-
tive. With HHD, patients and care 
partners perform dialysis at home 
after successfully completing 
HHD training with a nurse.

Although home hemodialysis is 
not a new treatment option, many 
patients and physicians are un-
aware of its benefits.

“Improvements in technol-
ogy have allowed more patients 
to bring dialysis treatment home, 
which means more flexibility to 
maintain their normal routines,” 
said Mark Costanzo, president of 
the Renal Therapies Group at Fre-
senius Medical Care, a manufac-
turer of renal care products.

To learn more about one of the 
fastest growing treatment options 
for kidney failure in the U.S., visit 
www.fmcna.com.

STANFORD, Calif. - An ex-
tremely rare, polio-like disease has 
appeared in more than a dozen Cali-
fornia children within the past year, 
and each of them suffered paralysis 
to one or more arms or legs, Stan-
ford University researchers said. 
But public health officials haven’t 
identified any common causes con-
necting the cases.

The illness is still being inves-
tigated and appears to be very un-
usual, but Dr. Keith Van Haren at 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 
at Stanford University warned Feb. 
24 that any child showing a sudden 
onset of weakness in their limbs or 
symptoms of paralysis should be 
immediately seen by a doctor.

“The disease resembles but is not 
the same as polio,” he said. “But 
this is serious. Most of the children 
we’ve seen so far have not recov-
ered use of their arm or their leg.”

But doctors are not sure if it’s a 
virus or something else, he said. Van 
Haren said he has studied five cases 
from Monterey up through the San 
Francisco Bay Area, including two 
that were identified as the disease 
enterovirus-68, which is from the 
same family as the polio viruses. He 
said there have been about 20 cases 

statewide.
“We want to temper the concern, 

because at the moment, it does not 
appear to represent a major epi-
demic but only a very rare phenom-
enon,” he said, noting similar out-
breaks in Asia and Australia.

But for some children, like Sofia 

Jarvis, 4, of Berkeley, rare doesn’t 
mean safe.

She first developed what looked 
like asthma two years ago, but then 
her left arm stopped moving, and it 
has remained paralyzed ever since.

“You can imagine. We had two 
boys that are very healthy, and Sofia 

was healthy 
until that 
point,” said 
her mother, 
Jessica To-
mei. “We 
did not re-
alize what 
we were in 
store for. 
We did not 
realize her 
arm would 
be perma-
nently para-

lyzed.”
Van Haren, who diagnosed Sofia, 

said polio vaccines do not protect 
children from the disease, but he 
stressed that it is still important for 
children to receive that vaccine.

Dr. Jane Seward of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion in Atlanta said Feb. 24 that 
the research is still underway in 
California, and there are a variety 
of infectious diseases that can cause 
childhood paralysis.

Any of a number of illnesses 
could be at work, and it’s possible 
some of the cases had one infection 
and some had another. Regarding 
the presence of EV-68 in at least 
two cases, “it could be an incidental 
finding,” Seward said.

Until officials get more informa-
tion, Seward said they are not look-
ing around the country for similar 
cases of EV-68.

The California Department of 
Public Health has not identified any 
common causes that suggest that 
the cases are linked, said Dr. Gil 
Chavez, the deputy director of the 
Center for Infectious Disease and 
state epidemiologist.

“Physicians and public health 
officials who have encountered 
similar illnesses have submitted 20 
reports to CDPH, and CDPH has 
conducted preliminary tests on 15 
of these specimens,” he said. “Thus 
far, the department has not identi-
fied any common causes that sug-
gest that the cases are linked.”

University of California, San 
Francisco, neurology professor Em-
manuelle Waubant said doctors be-
lieve, but don’t have proof, that it’s 
a virus that for most children shows 
up only as a benign cold. She said 
a few children, due to their biologi-
cal makeup, are having much more 
serious symptoms and she hoped 
doctors would look for them.

It’s easy to be misled by 
the many misconceptions 
about heart disease - for ex-
ample - that it only affects 
the elderly or those with un-
healthy diets.

But in reality, every 40 
seconds someone in Amer-
ica dies from heart disease, 
making it a leading cause of 
death in the country.

One of the most impactful 
heart diseases affecting mil-
lions of Americans is acute 
heart failure (AHF), which 
significantly reduces life ex-
pectancy and impacts quality 
of life.

Although HF sounds final, 
it does not mean the heart has 

actually “failed” or stopped. 
Rather, it occurs when the 
heart is unable or “fails” to 
pump enough oxygen-rich 
blood through the body.

AHF can occur in people 
who have never had heart 
failure (HF) before or when 
people with chronic HF suf-
fer critical episodes where 
symptoms become worse 
and urgent hospital treat-
ment is required.

AHF is not the same as a 
heart attack, cardiac arrest, 
or a heart rhythm abnormali-
ty, although those conditions 
and others may contribute to 
the AHF episode.

The most common symp-
toms of AHF include short-

ness of breath, known as 
dyspnea, which can substan-
tially incapacitate a person. 
Fluid build-up in the lungs 
and throughout the body is 
another common symptom 
and is often described by 
patients as a sensation that 
feels close to drowning.

“Every episode of AHF 
results in a downward spi-
ral of worsening health and 
damage to vital organs such 
as the heart and kidneys 
which decreases the patient’s 
chance of surviving another 
episode,” said Dr. Hal Skop-
icki a cardiologist at Stony 
Brook Medical Center in 
New York. “Anyone expe-
riencing AHF symptoms 

should seek immediate med-
ical attention.”

Patients at-risk of AHF 
should understand that seek-
ing prompt, accurate diagno-
sis and treatment is critical 
to long-term survival. Then, 
once discharged from the 
hospital, education and sup-
port are keys to making the 
necessary lifestyle changes 
that can help avoid another 
episode.

The American College of 
Cardiology has more infor-
mation about AHF at cardi-
osmart.org.

Take steps to learn more 
about this life-threatening 
disease and educate your 
love ones.

March is National 
Kidney Month:  What 
everyone needs to know

What you should know about acute heart failure

Polio-like disease appears 
in California children

StatePoint

StatePoint

By Lindsey Tanner  
AP Medical Writer

AP PhoTo

In this photo taken with a mobile phone, Jeff Jarvis of Berkeley, Calif., 
holds his 4-year-old daughter, Sofia Jarvis, during a news conference 
at Lucille Packard Children’s hospital at Stanford University on 
Monday, Feb. 24, 2014, in Palo Alto, Calif. Sofia is one of a handful 
of California children who has been diagnosed with a rare polio-like 
syndrome that has left her arm paralyzed. AP PhoTo/MArThA MendozA

By Martha Mendoza  
AP National Writer

   Ovarian cancer remains a very deadly 
disease, largely because women with 
it are diagnosed at a late stage.  When 
ovarian cancer is detected at an earlier 
stage, patients survive at least five years 
in 75% to 90% of cases.  therefore, it 
is important that a screening test be 
developed that is sensitive enough to 
detect markers for the disease before 
symptoms appear yet specific enough 
that it does not trigger false positive 
readings.  now, researchers are very 
close to providing such a test.  By 
measuring and tracking levels of a 
protein (CA-125) that is produced by a 
majority of ovarian tumors, physicians 
may be able to detect sudden increases 
that prompt an ultrasound exam.  Further 
research is needed.

    Ovarian cancer is the most common 

cause of gynecologic cancer deaths.  A 
number of tests have been evaluated 
as potential methods of screening 
for ovarian cancer, CA-125 being one 
of them.  the mississippi CAnCeR 
institUte features newer treatments 
such as electronic Brachytherapy.  
this radiation treatment delivers high 
dose radiation directly to the site of the 
cancer through the use of a catheter and 
an electronic source.  Currently it can 
be used to treat some gynecological, 
breast, and skin cancers.  to schedule an 
appointment, please call (601) 249-5510.  
We are located at 1501 Aston Avenue.  
in order for the test for ovarian cancer 
mentioned above to become a screening 
test for the disease, it must undergo 
a large trial showing that women who 
got the test experienced fewer ovarian 
cancer deaths than women who did not.

neW sCReeninG test neARs FOR OVARiAn 
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What could they 
be thinking?Obama seeking $300 

billion for roads, railways

Kentucky snake handler 
death doesn’t shake belief

The pri-
mary and 
most trust-
w o r t h y 
source of 
news and 
i n f o r m a -
tion to black 

Americans has been and con-
tinues to rest in the bosom of 
the black press. So why is it 
that in the year of our Lord 
2014 - during Black History 
Month no less - the NAACP 
needs to be reminded that the 
black press is interested in 
the “Advancement of Col-
ored People” too, everyday?

What would W.E.B. Du-
Bois do?

It is such an insult that the 
NAACP would disrespect 
the black press regarding 
ad buys that it’s almost too 
shameful to write about, but 
I had to, it’s what we do.

W.E.B. DuBois, Ph.D. 
(1868-1963), was one of the 
founders and editor of the 
NAACP’s magazine, Crisis, 
which first published in No-
vember 1910. He was edu-
cated at Harvard University. 
His leadership and record 
speak for themselves.

Two years ago, the NAACP 
ran zero dollars with the 
black press for the 
Image Awards. Ben 
Jealous, a former 
staff member for the black 
press, had recently assumed 
the helm at NAACP. He in-
formed the Board of Direc-
tors of National Newspaper 
Publishers Association that 
they had made an oversight 
in not supporting the black 
press in ad dollars to promote 
their event. He also stated 
that he thought that the black 
press had been given the buy 
and that their agency had 
erred and that it would not 
happen again. All dollars that 
year were spent in non-black 
media. Many black publish-
ers even reported that they 
had been denied media clear-
ance to cover the event…
what could the NAACP be 
thinking?

According to NNPA pub-
lishers, the NAACP ran ap-
proximately seven or so ads 
with the black media this 
year, totaling approximately 
$40K…what just happened?

The big 58-page book that 
was inserted in my LA Times 
this week would cost about 
$50K or more just a few 
years ago.

Do you think that such dis-
respect could have happened 
on DuBois’ watch and he not 
address it?

Why you are clueless with-
out the black press

We put our pen to paper re-
garding the horrific injustice 
of slavery; we followed and 
recorded the Great Depres-
sion and the subsequent great 
migration; with the stroke of 
our pens, we called to action 
many of our great leaders 
and helped to incite the Civil 
Rights Movement and we 
kept documenting.

We lambasted Jim Crow-
ism and embarrassed our 
government into actionable 
legislation to ensure us equal 
rights in cases such as Brown 
v. Board of Education, and 
three years after its passage, 
we recorded the Little Rock 
Nine breaking down barriers 
that persisted nonetheless.

We were in Birmingham 
following the 16th Street 
Baptist Church bombing 
which took the lives of four 
little girls and though we 
wept, we continued to write. 
We were there to cover our 
discoveries and inventions 
from George Washington 
Carver, who invented more 
than 300 peanut products, or 
Madame C.J. Walker and her 
specialized hair care prod-
ucts, to lesser recognized 
inventors like Otis Boykin, 
who invented electronic con-
trol devices for guided mis-
siles, IBM computers and 
pacemakers. We were there 
when Rosa Parks refused to 
relinquish her paid seat on 
the bus and we closely fol-
lowed the boycott that en-
sued afterward. We took to 
the streets during the race 
riots throughout the country 
covering more memorials 
and funerals than we would 
like to remember.

We were in the 
bleachers as Jack-
ie Robinson hit 

homeruns into history. We 
were there for our black enter-
tainers, giving them a space 
when others would not. We 
pushed the word out to sup-
port the first black president, 
Barack Obama; We cried for 
Trayvon Martin and his fam-
ily, but we still showed up to 
do our business.

We’ve traveled all across 
this country and abroad and 
wherever there are black peo-
ple, there…right there with 
you is the black press. We are 
not here solely for the month 
of February, we are here dai-
ly, year-round to review, cov-
er, talk about, and write about 
news and information that is 
important to you. 

In some regards, you can 
compare us to the World 
Wide Web. When you need 
to know about a particular 
subject, many of you “google 
it” and what you get back is 
a vertical list of postings spe-
cific to your searching.

Similarly, with the black 
press, when you pick up a 
black newspaper, its all about 
black, our people, culture, 
communities, education, en-
tertainment, challenges, suc-
cesses, etc.

What would have hap-
pened if we had not been 
there? What will happen if 
we are not there tomorrow? 
Please don’t say you miss 
us as we close our doors. 
We need you to support us. 
If you and the NAACPs 
across the country are plan-
ning to run ad schedules, you 
should consider placement 
into a black-owned media 
company. Stop taking us for 
granted.

ST. PAUL, Minn. - Presi-
dent Barack Obama said Feb. 
26 he will ask Congress for 
$300 billion to update aging 
roads and railways, arguing 
that the taxpayer investment 
is a worthy one that will pay 
dividends by attracting busi-
nesses and helping put people 
to work.

Obama announced his plan 
at the Union Depot rail and 
bus station after touring a 
light rail maintenance facility. 
Funding for surface transpor-
tation programs expires later 
this year, and the White House 
said 700,000 jobs could be at 
risk unless Congress renews 
them.

“At a time when companies 
are saying they intend to hire 
more people this year, we need 
to make that decision easier 
for them,” Obama said, by re-
building aging transportation 
systems, power grids, commu-
nications networks and other 
projects that ease commerce.

“The bottom line is there’s 
work to be done, workers 
ready to do it,” he said, add-
ing that one of Congress’ ma-
jor responsibilities is to help 
states and cities pay for such 
projects.

Transportation Secretary 
Anthony Foxx warned of a 
“transportation cliff” coming 
in August or September when 
the Highway Trust Fund, 
which finances federal high-
way and transit projects, is 

forecast to go broke.
The trust fund will need an 

influx of $100 billion over the 
next six years just to maintain 
transportation spending levels. 
But Obama and Congress have 
been unwilling to raise federal 
gasoline and diesel fuel taxes 
that have been the main source 
of federal transportation fund-
ing for decades.

AAA, the automobile as-
sociation, criticized Washing-
ton’s refusal to increase fuel 
taxes to pay for projects.

In the budget he sends Con-
gress next week, Obama will 
propose that half of the $302 

billion he’s seeking come 
from an overhaul of the corpo-
rate tax system.

On Feb. 26, Rep. Dave 
Camp, R-Mich., chairman of 
the tax-writing House Ways 
and Means Committee, an-
nounced a corporate tax over-
haul plan that would dedicate 
$126.5 billion in corporate tax 
revenue to the Highway Trust 
Fund over the next eight years.

Obama stressed the job-
creating power of federal 
transportation projects. As 
part of his promise to take ac-
tion where Congress won’t, he 
also announced a $600 million 

competition for federal grants 
to help local governments pay 
for infrastructure projects.

The primary sources of rev-
enue for the Highway Trust 
Fund are the federal 18.4 cent-
per-gallon gasoline and 24.4 
cent-per-gallon diesel taxes, 
which haven’t been increased 
in 20 years. While highway 
construction costs have risen 
over the decades, revenue go-
ing into fund has declined. 
Among the reasons for the 
decline are that vehicles are 
getting more miles per gallon 
and people are driving less on 
a per capita basis.

Three days after pastor Jamie 
Coots died from a rattlesnake 
bite at church, mourners leaving 
the funeral went to the church to 
handle snakes.

Coots, who appeared on the 
National Geographic Channel’s 
“Snake Salvation,” pastored 
the Full Gospel Tabernacle in 
Jesus Name church founded by 
his grandfather in Middlesboro, 
Ky. The third-generation snake 
handler was bitten during a ser-
vice on Feb. 15 and died later at 
his home after refusing medical 
help. Now his adult son, Cody 
Coots, is taking over the family 
church where snakes are fre-
quently part of services.

“People think they will stop 
handling snakes because some-
one got bit, but it’s just the op-
posite,” said Ralph Hood, a 
professor of psychology at the 
University of Tennessee, Chat-
tanooga, who has been studying 
snake handlers for decades. “It 
reaffirms their faith.”

The practice of snake han-
dling in the United States was 
first documented in the moun-
tains of East Tennessee in the 
early 20th Century, according to 
Paul Williamson, a professor of 
psychology at Henderson State 
University who, along with 
Hood, co-wrote a book about 
snake handlers called, “Them 
That Believe.” In the 1940s 
and 1950s, many states made 
snake-handling illegal (it’s cur-
rently illegal in Kentucky), but 
the practice has continued, and 
often law enforcement simply 
looks the other way.

The basis for the practice is a 
passage in the Gospel of Mark. 
In the King James Version of 
the Bible, Mark 16:17-18 reads: 
“And these signs shall follow 
them that believe; In my name 

shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; 
They shall take up serpents; and 
if they drink any deadly thing, 
it shall not hurt them; they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover.”

Snake handling gained mo-
mentum when George Hensley, 
a Pentecostal minister working 
in various Southern states in the 
early 1900s, recounted an expe-
rience where, while on a moun-
tain, a serpent slithered beside 
him. Hensley purported to be 
able to handle the snake with im-
punity, and when he came down 
the mountain he proclaimed the 
truth of following all five of the 
signs in Mark. Hensley himself 
later died from a snake bite.

Today the practice is most 
common in Southern Appala-
chian states, and snake handlers 
often use native rattlesnakes and 
copperheads. Such churches 
are independent, and often call 
themselves “signs following” 
churches.

Andrew Hamblin, who co-
starred on “Snake Salvation,” 
said he was with Coots when he 
died.

“I held him in my arms when 
he took his last breath,” said 
Hamblin, who is pastor at the 
Tabernacle Church of God in 
the nearby community of LaFol-
lette, Tenn.

He believes that Coots, 42, 
would have died Feb. 15 no 
matter what; If not by a snake, 
then a stroke or some sort of ac-
cident.

“God’s appointed time of 
death trumps everything,” Ham-
blin said.

Williamson said believers de-
scribe the feeling they get when 
they are handling snake, “Like a 
high, but a greater high than any 
drug or alcohol. It’s a feeling of 
joy, peace, extreme happiness.”

He said that many snake han-
dlers believe that when God 
anoints them, they will be pro-
tected, but they still recognize 
there is danger. For instance, 

if the spirit leaves them and 
they don’t put down the snake 
quickly enough, they could be 
bitten.

Coots had handled snakes 
many years and had been bit-
ten several times, always rely-
ing on prayer, and not medical 
help, to heal him.

In “The Serpent Handlers: 
Three Families and Their 
Faith,” a book focusing on 
prominent snake-handling 
families, Coots is interviewed 
and describes a bite that 
took part of his finger, say-
ing he had done something 
he shouldn’t have done (he 
doesn’t say what) and God 
was punishing him.

Describing another painful 
bite, Coots said he was bitten 
after the spirit had moved out 
of him but he continued hold-
ing the snake for egotistical 
reasons.

His last words to the con-
gregation were, “No matter 
what else, God’s still God.”

By Nedra Pickler  
Associated Press

By Travis Loller 
Associated Press

By Natalie Cole
Our Weekly Publisher and CEO

President Barack Obama and Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx, right, listen as Mark Fuhrmann, New 
Start Program Director of Metro Transit, left, shows them a ticket vending machine during a tour of the Metro 
Transit Light Rail Operations and Maintenance Facility, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2014, in St. Paul, Minn. In Min-
nesota Obama is expected to speak at Union Depot rail and bus station with a proposal asking Congress for 
$300 billion to update the nation’s roads and railways, and about a competition to encourage investments 
to create jobs and restore infrastructure as part of the President’s Year of Action. AP PhOTO/JACqUeLYN MARTIN

FILe - In this May 6, 2012 file photo, Jamie Coots, pastor of the Full Gospel Tabernacle in Jesus Name Church 
of Middlesboro, Ky, stands on a bench before the church, singing and holding a rattlesnake during service at 
Tabernacle Church of God in LaFollette, Tenn. on May 6, 2012. AP PhOTO/The TeNNeSSeAN, SheLLeY MAYS
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Well, we’re 
at the end of a 
celebrated peri-
od - Black His-
tory Month. The 
month is a brief 
period set aside 

where emphasis is placed on 
educating the masses about 
the wonderful accomplish-
ments made by people of 
color.

So many of our forefathers 
and foremothers have blazed 
trails that for years have gone 
unnoticed. But thanks to an 
astute man, Carter G. Wood-
son, their stories are being 
shared and what began as a 
list of resistance for those in 
denial about the black people, 
has now become a long list 
of names with wonderful ac-
complishments and to add to 
that, the list is becoming lon-
ger each and every day. Afri-
can Americans, on national 
and local levels have always 
been movers and shakers and 
finally this country is taking 
notice.

Over the years, Black His-
tory Month has evolved into 
a month of educational op-
portunities for people of every 
color.

We all know that for hun-
dreds of years, the contribu-
tions of people of African 
descent were not a part of 
documented history. We also 
know that the accomplish-

ments made by anyone of 
color were usually claimed 
by those of another race and 
that initially, if it were not for 
“word of mouth,” there would 
be no black history to share.

Well, now, we as a people 
have far greater options avail-
able to us to share the won-
derful contributions that our 
sisters and brothers are pro-
viding to others. Don’t let the 
month leave and the lessons 
learned leave with it.

Celebrate Black History ev-
ery day. Rejoice in the pains 
and joys that have made us, as 
a race, a proud people. Share 
our news, but most important-
ly, share our love for mankind.

Continue to share as we 
have learned from Isaiah 52:7 
(NIV) which reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring 
good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation, 
who say to Zion, Your God 
reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your places of 
worship.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Black History at College Hill
Black History 

Month is a des-
ignated period of 
time that Ameri-
cans pay homage 
to all of the wonderful accom-
plishments of people of color. That 
recognition of history is one that is 
prevalent to the young people of 
College Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jack-
son.

Combined ministries: Children, 
Youth and College, unite annu-
ally to celebrate Black History by 
hosting a series of events that can 
include: speakers, tours, and histori-
cal contributors - past and present; 
those of the present are referred to 
as Living Legends.

This February, the ministries 
were given a Black History lesson 
by then Mayor of the City of Jack-
son, the late Chokwe Lumumba.  
Mayor Lumumba’s, presentation, 
which was given on Wednesday, 
Feb. 19, just less than week shy of 
the day of his death, began with why 
the observance of Black History is 
so important, stating, “If you can’t 
tell Black History, you can’t tell 
about all history. You’ve got to start 
by understanding history.”

The late Mayor Lumumba began 
his Black History presentation by 
reminding everyone of the travels 
of Christopher Columbus in 1492. 
“The navigator for Christopher Co-
lumbus was a black man,” he said. 
“That’s history.”

The mayor talked about other 
travel experiences of blacks that 
have become a shameful part of his-
tory for so many. “Trips from Africa 
to this continent took three or more 
months. It was a horrible experience 
but there is beauty in it. There were 
those who survived. They began 
to establish a culture of resistance. 
When they were told that they 
couldn’t marry openly, they jumped 
the broom. When they were told that 
they couldn’t learn, we learned to 

read and write anyway.”
The mayor named black heroes 

who did not set out to be heroes.  
The list of names included: Emmitt 
Till, who was slain for whistling 
at a white woman; and those who 
fought for the right to vote: Vernon 
Dahmer, Fannie Lou Hamer, and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, just to 
name a few.

Mayor Lumumba told his audi-
ence that he was not trying to make 
them feel superior to anyone else but 
wanted all present to understand that 
“you’re as good as anybody else.”

The mayor ended his presen-
tation by telling his listeners, 
“We’ve got to know our purpose 
- this will make our world better.  
I don’t dream about somebody 
coming to save us. I dream about 
us saving ourselves.” He empha-
sized, “We’ve got to be makers 
of history. We have to take on the 
responsibility of making sure that 
people have jobs, can become ho-
meowners and do better. History 
is about finding our identity, our 
heritage and our purpose. Young 

people, let’s take our black history 
and embrace it.”

The young people of College 
Hill said that the mayor’s words 
resonated with them. Several of 
them expressed how much his 
words mean to them since his 
death. “We had our own trailblazer 
right there with us and we’re proud 
that he was able to share his knowl-
edge with us,” said J.P. Higgins.

Held each Wednesday night 
throughout February, the first pro-
gram of the month began with a 
film and dialogue about slavery. 
The next event included presenters 
from the legal and social services 
sector who shared inspirational sto-
ries about their goals and achieve-
ments, while also sharing different 
variables that the young people 
may encounter as they mature.

The final event included a pre-
sentation to College Hill members 
by participants of the College Min-
istry. This event included a violin 
solo and a skit performed by Jack-
son State University’s own, MAD-
DRAMA.

On the final Sunday of the 
month, a museum filled with black 
entertainers, portrayed by members 
of the young peoples’ ministries, 
was held immediately following 
the 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. services. The 
young people depicted such enter-
tainers as Lena Horne, Mahalia 
Jackson, Bill Bojangles Robinson 
and more.

Linda Rush, the youth min-
istry director and coordinator of 
the young people’s Black History 
Month activities, said that she has 
been inundated with positive com-
ments about the month of activities.

Rush said, “As always, the 
young people of College Hill 
showed up and showed out. The 
information that has been shared 
this month has been generated a 
lot of positive response and has 
generated a contagious attitude 
of pride. I am so proud of each 
of them and all of our activities. 
People are already asking what do 
we have planned for next year. Our 
young people truly brought their 
‘A’ game!”

Tim and Linda Rush

Mayor Lumumba and Pastor Williams

Paige Reeves, Hope Reeves, Jailyn Myers and Mayor Lumumba

The combined young peoples’ departments of College Hill: Children, College and Youth, protray great 
black entertainers during the annual Black History Museum.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

12 • THE mississippi link www.mississippilink.comFEBRUARY 27 - mARCH 5, 2014

As we enter our 
fourth and final 
week of Black 
History Month 
2014, we will re-
sume our series on 
“Why bad things 

need to happen to God’s people.”
Part of my calling as a pastor 

involves preparing believers to be 
able to face and go through life’s 
struggles and to do it in such a way 
that compliments the Kingdom of 
God. This is a very important and 
huge task. Sometimes no matter 
how much I teach and preach God’s 
word, spiritual growth is often slow 
and happens in baby steps. 

God permits trouble in our lives 
to keep us from standing still spiri-
tually. If we are never tested we will 
be like a mouse in a running cage 
that keeps running but not going 
anywhere. Some church folk are 
like a mouse in a running cage; they 
are involved in church activities but 
they are not growing spiritually. Do 
you really feel like you are growing 
spiritually or do you feel like you 
just merely exist as a Christian?

If you don’t have any major af-
flictions or challenges in your life to 
prompt you to grow spiritually then 
spiritual growth will have to be in-
tentional. Sadly, most people will 
not make a serious effort to grow 
spiritually as long as life is easy 
and the blessings keep on flowing. 
So, we leave God no choice but to 
allow bad things to happen to fuel 
us to make a serious effort to grow 

spiritually.
A good teacher will try new 

methods to ensure that their stu-
dents learn and likewise, God uses 
various trials to prompt growth in 
His people. Let’s continue to look  
at reasons why God permits bad 
things to happen to His people.

Learn to stay cool in the heat 
as noted in Proverbs 16:32, which 
reads: “He who is slow to get angry 
is better than a man of war, and he 
who has control over his spirit is 
better than he who conquers a city.” 

One source said, “He who con-
quers himself crushes an inward 
rebellion, and these are the no-
blest of achievements.” If you can 
learn self-control it will be a major 
achievement in your life. It’s easy 
to keep your cool in cool circum-
stances, but when life becomes dif-
ficult, when the bills are due, when 
the doctor says you have cancer, 
when you get released from your 
job, or when your spouse asks for 
a divorce, it’s hard to keep it all to-
gether.

When we get hot and bothered 
our patience wears thin and we 
explode emotionally causing those 
around us to feel the wrath of our 
anger. Proverbs 19:19 says, “A man 
of great anger shall suffer punish-
ment…” Not being able to control 
yourself, can lead to self-destruc-
tion. One writer said, “The mighty 
conqueror that has not learned to 
rule his own spirit leads a miser-
able life, and will come to a miser-
able end.” Problems tend to get the 
best of most people because people 
have yet to learn how to control the 

inner man. He who controls himself 
is more like God, but he who can’t 
control his anger is like the Devil. 
In Genesis chapter 4, Cain couldn’t 
control his anger and he murdered 
his brother as a result, and is not 
Satan called a murderer? John 8:44 
says, “…He was a murderer from 
the beginning…”

No wonder God wants us to get 
control of the inner man. He wants 
to make sure His children don’t 
look like the Devil. We want our 
children to look like us, to be a re-
flection of us. God’s way of ensur-
ing this is to allow us to be tested 
so we can get molded into His like-
ness so we can develop the ability 
to stay cool under pressure.

God’s goal for us is that we learn 
to suffer long (longsuffering).

Galatians 5:22, “But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering…” The Greek word 
for longsuffering is makrothumia 
which means forbearance. Syn-
onyms for forbearance are: pa-
tience, leniency, self-control and 
mercy. So longsuffering is self-
control in the face of tempting situ-
ations when one could easily lose 
control. It’s showing mercy rather 
than judging people when they 
treat you wrong or when people fall 
from grace.

Therefore, it is God’s goal for us 
to learn to suffer over long periods 
of time without complaining, get-
ting angry, and giving up on God. 
I believe this is one of the reasons 
why God let Job suffer the way he 
did and recorded it in a book so that 
we could know that it can be done. 

Job 7:3 says, “I am made to possess 
months of misery, and wearisome 
nights are appointed to me.” It is 
possible for us to suffer long with-
out staying angry with God, and 
throwing in the towel.

In Genesis 41:46, we learn that 
Joseph was 30 when he was made 
overseer to the king of Egypt. He 
was 17 when he was sold into 
Egypt (Genesis 37:2); that means 
he spent 13 years total as a slave. 
He served in Potiphar’s house and 
spent two years in prison. Genesis 
41:1 tells us that Joseph spent more 
than a decade of having to serve 
others as a slave, but he remained 
faithful in spite of his circumstanc-
es. He suffered long.

God’s goal for us is for us to 
learn to stay cool in the heat. If we 
can ever grow to the point to where 
we learn to control the man within, 
we will be able to patiently endure 
life’s challenges.

I look forward to sharing more 
with you next as we continue the 
study,“The Need for Bad Things to 
Happen to God’s People.”

Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 
of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. He and wife 
Minister Yolanda are the proud 
parents of three daughters: Noel, 
Leona and Leondria. Rev. Collier 
has received degrees from Criswell 
College in Dallas, Texas; South-
ern Methodist University - Perkins 
School of Theology; and a Masters 
of Divinity from Memphis Theolog-
ical Seminary. He can be reached 
at 601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or 
e-mail karab5@live.com

The need for bad things to 
happen to God’s people - Part III

N E w s  f R o M  T H E  w o R d

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link



P r e s e r v e d

“I just re-
ally thought that 
you’d change 
your mind.” As 
I heard these 
words a few 
years ago from 

a man who wanted way more 
than I was willing to give, I felt a 
mixture of both anger and aston-
ishment. I pressed the issue and 
asked, “What made you think 
you’d change my mind about 
having sex with you?” I still won-
dered what had I done or said that 
gave him that impression. When 
I repeatedly asked him if our 
conversations had given him the 
wrong idea, he said that I’d made 
it clear but he just choose to ig-
nore what I’d said. He sheepishly 
shook his head and shrugged his 
shoulders,”I don’t know why. I 
just did.”

Even as he stood there obvi-
ously trying to process how his 
five hour drive from out of state to 
visit did not result in his getting to 
have sex with me, I did my best to 
keep my own emotions in check. 
He continued to insist that after 
only spending two hours with me, 
he was now ready to go to his ho-
tel and “get his mind” together.

I took a step back and thought 
about how my own actions could 
have misled him. Also in the back 
of my mind was whether I’d com-
promised by even allowing him to 
come visit. Hours later, I was still 
thinking about how he appeared 
not only angry but very disap-
pointed. I knew by his response 
that he wasn’t a man of God…
despite what he said and led me 

to believe. One friend said that he 
shouldn’t have been able to get 
close enough to make a move.

Realistically, a “real” man or 
woman of God doesn’t live in 
a bubble avoiding circumstanc-
es…but uses Godly wisdom to 
confront the ones they may find 
themselves in. It’s like training 
for a race that you never actually 
participate in … how well do you 
know you will do unless you get 
in the game? That also doesn’t 
mean that you recklessly seek op-
portunities to sin.

Before you say that no real 
man or woman of God would be 
caught in sin, I ask you to think 
about your own life and times 
where you may have made a 
choice to indulge in a behavior, 
say a word or just flat out sin.   
Did those choices diminish your 
commitment to Christ or your 
commitment to live according to 
Christian principles?

Last week, I posed the question 
of real men and women of God 
“standing up.” I ended last week’s 
column with the question of how 
real men and women of God re-
spond when caught in or con-
fronted by sin. This week, I’d like 
to end it with Proverbs 2:12-13 
“Wisdom will save you from the 
ways of wicked men from men 
whose words are perverse, who 
leave the straight paths to walk in 
dark ways.”

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, at 
www.shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com 

Will the real man or 
woman of God please 
stand up? (Part 2)
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

The Apostle 
Paul said in Phi-
lippians 3:14, 
“I press toward 
the mark for the 
prize of the high 
calling of God in 

Christ Jesus.”
There is some pressing that 

we must do in the race. We 
have to be willing to go very 
strongly against the pressures 
that we come against. We face 
things and have confrontations 
that are not easy.

When things become diffi-
cult, some people are ready to 
give up. If you were to give up 
so easily with everything else 
in your life, you would have 
nothing. You would not have a 
marriage, you would not have 
a family, you would not have 
a job, and you would not have 
many possessions.

In everything you do, you 
will face trials and difficulties. 
Even in the best marriage, the 
husband and the wife some-
times see things differently. 
Sometimes you might be off in 
your thinking and other times 
your spouse might be. Diffi-
cult things happen in life, but 

you must press on and work 
your way through.

Sometimes it seems as if 
there are long extended peri-
ods of time when you have to 
press and really work at things 
that you are facing along this 
Christian way, but a prize is 
waiting and it will be worth the 
run. It would make no sense to 
enter a race if you really were 
not going to run to win.

I realize that people enter 
marathons and do it just to say 
they have done it or to raise 
money for a cause. However, 
if you were really competing, 
you would try to be the win-
ner. It would not do much 
good to get in a race and lob 
along. You would want to 
press toward the mark to win 
the prize. You would want to 
put your heart into running 
that race successfully.

In 1 Corinthians 9:24, the 
Apostle Paul said, “Know ye 
not that they which run in a 
race run all, but one receiveth 
the prize? So run that ye may 
obtain.”

There is a reason to run and 
put great effort into this Chris-
tian living. You should not ex-
pect to get saved and then just 
hang out or to fall into com-

placency. You must put forth 
much effort. Paul compared 
living for God to a race simply 
to illustrate how much effort 
we need to put into serving 
God.

In a normal race, there is 
only one grand prize winner. 
That will be the one who has 
really put himself into it and 
who has not allowed little 
things to hinder him. In this 
Christian race, one must be an 
active participant and let God 
help him go forward.

We are not to compete 
against one another in this 
race. We are to cheer one an-
other on, to encourage one an-
other and let our brothers and 
sisters know they can make it 
through their trials. May God 
help us. We need to support 
one another.

Luke Chapter 5 speaks 
about the time when the disci-
ples had been fishing all night 
and had not caught any fish, 
so they were ready to give 
up. They went to the shore, 
but Jesus came on the scene 
and gave them a little instruc-
tion and encouragement. They 
went back out and when they 
lowered their nets, their nets 
were so full that they were 

about ready to break.
Luke 5:7 states, “And they 

beckoned unto their partners, 
which were in the other ship, 
that they should come and 
help them. And they came and 
filled both the ships, so that 
they began to sink.”

I thought about how beau-
tiful it is when congregations 
work together and help each 
other so that they can progress 
in the great work of God. We 
are to cheer one another on 
and encourage one another.

We can do that through a 
card, a telephone call, a pat 
on the back, a hand shake, or 
some other way. We should 
help one another to press on 
for God. That is my desire. Is 
it yours?

Rev. Simeon R. Green III 
is pastor of Joynes Road 
Church of God, 31 Joynes 
Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is married to Velma L. 
Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

Press toward the 
mark to win the prize

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast 

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, Ms 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  e-Mail: serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

www.nhcms.org
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New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson, will conclude its Third Annual “Back in the Day” Black 
History Celebration Thursday, Feb. 27, at 6 p.m. The guest speaker for the evening is Lieutenant Colonel Cherrie 
L. Davis, who serves the Pentagon as the first African American female in this position. Senator Sollie B. Norwood, 
who represents District 28 of Hinds County, Miss.; and Mayor James A. Young, first African American to be elected 
mayor of Philadelphia, Miss., the site where the three civil rights workers were killed in 1964; and Justice Carlton W. 
Reeves, Article III federal judge of the United States Court for the Southern District of Miss.; were speakers earlier 
in the month. For more information call 601.981.8696.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park, Flora, will conclude its Black History Month 
celebration Friday, Feb. 28, during prayer services. For more information call 601.879-3999.

St. Francis of Assisi Family Life Center, 4000 West Tidewater Lane, Madison, is where the Mississippi Talent 
Education will present the Celebration of Light Event Saturday, March 1, at 7 p.m. Proceeds will benefit the Mis-
sissippi Children’s Home Services. Guests are invited to “Celebrate, Dance, Sing and Create.” Admission is $10 
in advance and $20 at the door. Door prizes will be given away. You do not have to be present to win. For more 
information call 601.832.6901 or e-mail jpbain@webmte.com.



Emmit McHenry, inventor of the 
“.com” (dot com): With his partners, 
McHenry tried to get black business 
persons to join him in the technology 
game, but they refused. So he started 
with a few associates in 1979 to build 
a company called Network Solutions.

Unable to get financial backing 
from financial institutions, McHenry 
and his partners mortgaged their 
properties. Finally, a contract with the 
National Science Foundation was for 
them to create the U.S. Government’s 
and world’s first “domain name ad-
dressing system” for the Internet. The 
contract was for $1 million a year for 
five years, and Network Solution had 
the sole authority to develop and issue 
Internet systems for Web addresses. 
Network Solution developed “.com, 
.net, .edu, and .gov” to communicate 
on the Internet.

Benjamin Banneker’s inventive 
spirit led him to be called the “first Af-
rican American inventor.” Banneker 
invented the first Farmers’ Almanac 
around 1771 and is credited with the 
survey design of the U.S. Capital city, 
Washington, D.C., after a French sur-
veyor pulled out of the project. Ban-
neker had memorized the plans.

Granville T. Woods invented im-
provements to electric railways, air 
brakes, telephones and telegraphs; a 
chicken egg incubator and an appara-
tus for an amusement park ride around 
1839.

Lewis Howard Latimer invented 
the water closet for railroad cars, an 
electric lamp with an inexpensive car-
bon filament and a threaded wooden 
socket for light bulbs in 1882.

Andrew Jackson Beard was the 
first black inventor to receive a patent 
for the device called Jenny Coupler, 
on Nov. 27, 1897.

Henry Blair was the second black 
inventor issued a patent by the United 
States Patent Office.

Otis Boykin invented the “electri-
cal resistor” used in computers, ra-
dios, television sets and a variety of 
electronic devices.

Henry Brown patented a “recepta-
cle for storing and preserving papers” 
on Nov. 2, 1886, now known as the 
bank safety deposit box

Charles B. Brooks invented the 
first street sweeper truck and was is-
sued a patent on March 17, 1896.

George Washington Carver 
invented peanut butter, adhesives, 
bleach, chili sauce, ink, instant coffee, 
linoleum, mayonnaise, paper, plastic, 
pavement, shaving cream, talcum 
powder and more.

George Carruthers was the in-
ventor of the far-ultraviolet camera 
and the spectrograph.

John B. Christian invented and 
patented new lubricants used in high 
flying aircraft and NASA space mis-
sions.

David Crosthwait holds 39 pat-
ents for heating systems and tempera-
ture regulating devices. He is most 
well known for creating the heating 
system for New York City’s famous 
Radio City Music Hall.

Mark Dean co-invented improve-
ments in computer architecture that 
allowed IBM compatible PCs to use 
the same peripheral devices.

Dr. Charles Richard Drew was 
the first person to develop the blood 
bank in 1945.

Philip Emeagwal, in 1989, won 
the Gordon Bell Prize, considered 
the equivalent of the Nobel Prize, for 
developing the fastest supercomputer 
software in the world.

Sarah E. Goode was the first Af-
rican-American woman to receive a 
patent (US #322,177), which was is-
sued on July 14, 1885, for a type of 
cabinet bed.

Lloyd Augustus Hall was respon-
sible for the meat curing products, sea-
sonings, emulsions, bakery products, 
antioxidants, protein hydrolysates and 
many other products that keep foods 
fresh and flavorable.

Lonnie Johnson invented the Su-
per Soaker®, a squirt gun, and also 
invented thermodynamics systems.

Frederick Jones invented the first 
automatic refrigeration system for 
long-haul trucks.

Marjorie Stewart Joyner in-
vented a permanent wave machine 
that would allow a hairdo to stay set 
for days.

Percy Lavon Julian synthesized 
the medicines physostigmine for 
glaucoma and cortisone used for 
rheumatoid arthritis and invented fire-
extinguishing equipment.

John Lee Love designed the 
“Love Sharpener” a very simple and 
portable pencil sharpener that many 
artists use today.

Jan Earnst Matzeliger invented 
an automatic method for lasting 
shoes, which made the mass produc-
tion of affordable shoes possible.

Elijah McCoy is best known for 
inventing the automatic oil cup, sell-
ing 57 different kinds of devices and 
machine parts, including an ironing 

board and a lawn sprinkler. His first 
patent was for a lubricator for steam 
engines ( US #129,843), which was 
issued on July 12, 1872 and started 
the phrase “the real McCoy.”

Garrett A. Morgan invented the 
gas mask and the automatic traffic 
signal.

Madame C.J. Walker, a St. Louis 
washerwoman turned entrepreneur, in-
vented a method to soften and smooth 
African-American hair in 1905.
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Culminating Black History Month 
with a salute to black inventors

To the family of Mayor Chokwe Lumumba,

During these difficult times from lessons we have learned 
working with children and families we say put your trust in 
God and then you will see Him make up the differences in 
every area of your life!

Our Sincere Condolences,
Board of Directors, Policy Council, Parent Committee, 
Executive Director and Staff of Friends of Children of 
Mississippi, Inc. 

In our continuous effort to develop a road map to excellence, we are facing the challenge to fulfill 
our mission and fashion a program that reflects Friends of Children of Mississippi, Inc.’s “46” year 
commitment to placing vulnerable children and their families on a pathway to success. We are humbly 
appreciative of the support and involvement of families, communities and organizations because 
they have allowed us to witness such a historical history in the State of Mississippi with 138,000 plus 
children transitioning into public schools.

We extend an open hand invitation to ALL by joining us in forming partnerships throughout the 
communities and outlining strategies to develop innovative approaches and processes that transform 
and improve the lives of children and families in Mississippi.  

“WORKING TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A POSITIVE 
DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF CHILDREN & FAMILIES.”

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Banneker McCoy McHenry Woods



“There is no 
more power-
ful force than a 
people steeped 
in their history. 
And there is no 
higher cause 

than honoring our struggle 
and ancestors by remember-
ing.” ~ Lonnie Bunch, found-
ing director, National Museum 
of African American History 
and Culture

Ever since the 2009 election 
of Barack Obama as America’s 
first black president and the 
100th anniversary of the Na-
tional Urban League in 2010, 
the perennial debate about the 
need for Black History Month 
has intensified.

Some have questioned the 
need for a special month to rec-
ognize the many unknown and 
unsung achievements of Afri-
can Americans. With Obama 
as president, the logic goes, we 
have now achieved Dr. King’s 
dream of a non-racial America 
where everyone is judged by 
the content of their character, 
not the color of their skin.

I wish it were so. Last year, 
we celebrated the 50th anni-
versary of the March on Wash-
ington and the passage of the 
Voting Rights Act. This year 
marks the 50th anniversary of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act and 
the repeal of the poll tax. But 
unfortunately, the suppression 
of voting rights and other in-
stances of racial discrimina-
tion remain.

All one needs to do is look at 

the glaring disparities between 
blacks and whites in income, 
employment, incarceration 
rates, educational achievement 
and health status to see that 
race still matters in America. 
Income inequality and equal 
opportunity are still part of the 
unfinished business of Ameri-
can democracy.

In 1926, after centuries of 
blacks being excluded, not 
only from the mainstream of 
American life but also from 
the textbooks in our schools, 
African American historian 
Carter G. Woodson did a ser-
vice to all Americans when he 
created Negro History Week, 
which was expanded to Black 
History Month in 1976.

Woodson’s vision was one 
of unity and inclusion. He 
said, “What we need is not a 
history of selected races or 
nations, but the history of the 
world void of national bias, 
race, hate and religious preju-
dice.”

That is a goal that America 
is still struggling to achieve. 
In fact, legislatures in a num-
ber of states, including New 
York, Illinois, Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, have passed 
laws mandating or encourag-
ing teachers to broaden their 
history courses to include 
more ethnic, racial and gender 
diversity.

That is why we still recog-
nize March as Women’s His-
tory Month, May as Jewish 
American History Month, 
September 15 to October 15 
as Hispanic Heritage Month 
and February as Black History 

Month.
These celebrations serve 

a dual purpose: first to build 
self-esteem among historically 
oppressed people, and second 
to remind all Americans that 
in the face of seemingly insur-
mountable odds, our diversity 
is our greatest strength.

Black history is Ameri-
can history. While the story 
and achievements of African 
Americans are especially cel-
ebrated this month, the contri-
butions we have made and the 
struggles we still face deserve 
recognition every day of the 
year. 

Next year, for the first time, 
black history will enter the 
mainstream when the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum of 
African American History and 
Culture opens on the National 
Mall in Washington.

The museum describes it-
self as “a place of meaning, 
of memory, of reflection, of 
laughter, and of hope. It should 
be a beacon that reminds us of 
what we were; what challenges 
we still face; and point us to-
wards what we can become.”

As we honor those who have 
made history, we must also 
recognize that we are history 
in the making. Through our 
work, commitment to equal-
ity and civic engagement, we 
can and we must, in the words 
of President Obama, continue 
to “right the wrongs of history 
and make our world anew.”

Marc H. Morial, former 
mayor of New Orleans, is pres-
ident and CEO of the National 
Urban League.

OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Civil Rights movement 
and Hip-Hop

African Ameri-
can History 
Month is an ap-
propriate time to 
raise the question 
of the relationship 
between the Civil 

Rights Movement and the evolu-
tion of Hip-Hop culture and activ-
ism.

Of course, I am very much 
aware that for some people this 
may appear to be a strange ques-
tion to ask, given the popular per-
ception that there is a serious gen-
eration gap between the young and 
the elders.

Yet, the issues of conscious-
ness, values, principles and ethics 
in context of the ongoing struggle 
for freedom, justice, equality and 
empowerment are matters that 
transcend age, gender, race and 
social class.

Too often, there has been a ten-
dency to engage in intergenera-
tional finger pointing to lay blame 
for so many negative or self-de-
structive incidents have occurred 
in our communities. The truth is 
no one age group is solely respon-
sible for the lack of progress or for 
the advancement of the interests of 
African Americans.

I am blessed because I grew up 
and participated in the Civil Rights 
Movement in my native state of 
North Carolina. I had the privilege 
of working as a youth organizer 
for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
his Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) during the 
1960s.

In the 1970s, I was able to pol-
ish and refine my community or-
ganizing skills with Rev. Charles 
E. Cobb Sr. and the United Church 

of Christ Commission for Racial 
Justice. In the 1980s, I began a 
34-year plus working-relationship 
and mentorship to Russell Sim-
mons who emerged as the entre-
preneur-visionary Godfather of 
Hip-Hop music and culture.

When you fight for freedom 
and when you stand up for justice 
squarely in face of oppression, you 
do not seek permission from oth-
ers. What was required was an im-
penetrable solid faith in the God of 
justice and liberation that aroused 
a ferocious courage that would not 
erode to a challenge or difficulty.

The genius of Martin Luther 
King Jr. and the black American 
church was the strategic prac-
tice and use of prayer, song, ser-
mon and direct social action that 
“moved” millions of people to 
take a protracted stand for racial 
justice and equality.

I once heard Rev. C.T. Vivian 
explain, “Building a movement 
for social change is about motivat-
ing and ‘moving’ people forward 
on the irreversible path to self-
awareness, affirmation, and action 
to confront injustice and inequal-
ity.”

Hip-Hop is a cultural phenom-
enon that represents the cognitive, 
expressive and musical creativ-
ity of youth who first evolved out 
of the crucible of poverty in the 
South Bronx, New York among 
African Americans and Latino 
Americans whose poetry, prayers, 
dance, lyrics, songs, music and art 
forms all reflected the genius of a 
generation of new freedom fight-
ers.

Poetry, music, dance, artwork 
and lyrics that “spit truth in da face 
of power” became the new order 
of the day that rapidly spread to 
every neighborhood across Amer-

ica and eventually throughout the 
world.

Hip-Hop evolved to transcend 
race, ethnicity, class, gender and 
every other social category with 
demands for not only freedom of 
expression but also for “giving 
back and taking responsibility.”

The truth is that there is an in-
extricable connection between the 
Civil Rights Movement and Hip-
Hop. In fact, I would offer that the 
Civil Rights generation gave birth 
to the Hip-Hop generation.

Yes, there are differences in per-
spectives and what the focus of the 
generational “conscience” might 
be focused upon. Our long strug-
gle for freedom, justice and equal-
ity cannot afford to reach a place 
when one generation, for what-
ever may be the perceived reason, 
cannot and will not speak to each 
other with a sense of dignity, un-
derstanding and mutual respect.

This is a subject that requires a 
deeper analysis and over the next 
several weeks. I intend to present 
and reflect on these issues for the 
sake of clarity and hopefully to 
promote a better understanding 
and appreciation by all who want 
to contribute to helping everyone 
in our families and communities 
improve the quality of life.

I am an optimist. We do not 
have time for hopelessness, pessi-
mism or cynicism. I thank God for 
both the Civil Rights Movement 
and for Hip-Hop. Now let’s all 
work together and help make the 
world a better place for all people.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is presi-
dent of Education Online Services 
Corporation and the Hip-Hop 
Summit Action Network and can 
be reached for lectures or other 
consultations at: http://drben-
jaminfchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc

Black History Month: needed 
now more than ever

S u p r e m e 
Court Jus-
tice Clarence 
Thomas is at it 
again. When-
ever he opens 
his mouth about 

race, he displays a surprising 
myopia for a 65-year-old Af-
rican American man who was 
raised in the Deep South dur-
ing a segregated era.

During his confirmation 
hearing, Thomas excoriated 
his own family, speaking of 
his sister as someone (and I 
paraphrase) waiting around 
for her welfare check.

He was equally contemptu-
ous of other members of his 
family, even as they were loy-
al to him and attended some of 
his hearings. A notable point 
in his confirmation hearing 
was a moment when he said 
he experienced the pain of 
racism when his grandmother 
could not use a desegregated 
bathroom.

I’d remind him now, as I 
did then in a column, that it 
wasn’t personal, and it wasn’t 
just his grandmother, it was 
everybody’s grandmother. 
That’s the collective and in-
stitutional knowledge than 
Thomas lacks.

The old Clarence Thomas 
resurfaced when he recently 
went to Atlantic University in 
West Palm Beach, Fla. to de-
liver a speech.

According to news reports, 
he said: 

“My sadness is that we are 
probably today more race and 
difference-conscious than I 
was in the 1960s when I went 
to school. To my knowledge, 

I was the first black kid in Sa-
vannah, Ga., to go to a white 
school. Rarely did the issue 
of race come up. Now, name 
a day it doesn’t come up. Dif-
ferences in race, differences 
in sex, somebody doesn’t look 
at you right, somebody says 
something.

“Everybody is sensitive. If 
I had been as sensitive as that 
in the 1960s, I’d still be in Sa-
vannah. Every person in this 
room has endured a slight. 
Every person. Somebody has 
said something that has hurt 
their feelings or did some-
thing to them - left them out.”

People didn’t talk about 
race much until the 1950s and 
early 1960s, and when they 
did, then, they did them with 
a whisper. When Emmett Till 
was killed in 1955, there were 
few African Americans who 
took white folks to account 
for this, except for the large 
African American organiza-
tions, such as the NAACP.

Because of their very pub-
lic stance on the issue, the or-
ganization was described as 
“subversive,” their members 
(and the members of other 
organizations) were labeled 
“outside agitators.”

Before Till, there were 
thousands of incidents, few 
making headlines. For Afri-
can Americans, acts that left 
African Americans lynched 
and killed, run off their prop-
erty, and just plain disappear 
were not much discussed. It 
was understood that those ha-
rassed are those who “stood 
up to the white man.”

For whites, this fatal ha-
rassment of people of African 
descent, the outright theft of 
property, rape of women, and 

a litany of other oppressions, 
was nothing more than busi-
ness as usual.

White men could rape black 
women, beat up or kill black 
men, and do whatever they 
wanted without fearing repri-
sals. Some of these oppres-
sions are only now being un-
covered. Of course, people are 
talking about race.

Furthermore, things like 
employment discrimination 
are not simple “slights” that 
result in hurt feelings. Instead, 
they are institutional attacks 
on a community’s economic 
wellbeing. Differences in the 
well-documented ways that 
interest rates are offered for 
homes and automobiles are 
not slights but pernicious eco-
nomic discrimination. 

Thomas willfully reduces 
institutional racism to over-
sensitivity, when one more 
cognizant of history might 
acknowledge that both micro 
and macro inequities impact 
economic advancement, and 
quality of life.

Thomas is joined by George 
Zimmerman, who said his 
massacre of Trayvon Martin 
has nothing to do with race, 
and has cast himself as the 
victim in a tragedy he per-
petuated.

Thus, Michael Dunn, ob-
jecting to loud music, aimed 
multiple bullets at a vehicle 
holding four young black 
men, killing one, Jonathan 
Davis, who was leaning away 
from the window of the ve-
hicle, weaponless. Hiding be-
hind the Stand Your Ground 
law, he said he felt threatened. 

Others posit (more correct-
ly) that he objected to a young 
man mouthing off at him 

when he demanded that they 
turn down their music. If he 
felt so “threatened” why did 
he even bother to approach 
the car of young men minding 
their business?

What has race got to do 
with it? In the time when 
people didn’t talk about race, 
this question might not be 
asked. Today, because people 
perceive “slights,” (like the 
murder of young black men), 
the question of race inevitably 
and appropriately comes up. 

Thomas dissented in the 
Hudson case, which award-
ed an inmate $800 after he 
claimed cruel and unusual 
punishment when he was 
beaten so badly that his dental 
plate was broken in his mouth. 
I guess he regarded police 
brutality as a simple “slight.”

People talk about race (and 
gender) more because they are 
not muzzled by an institution-
al racism that made it impos-
sible to have these conversa-
tions without consequence, 

because “race champions” 
were beaten, firebombed, and 
killed because they dared seek 
social and economic justice.

Thomas may lack institu-
tional memory but he, frankly, 
makes a fool of himself when 
he openly displays his igno-
rance.

Julianne Malveaux is a 
Washington, D.C.-based 
economist and writer. She is 
President Emerita of Bennett 
College for Women in Greens-
boro, N.C.

Clarence Thomas’ self-inflicted amnesia

T o  B e  e q u a l
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CLASSIFIED
LEgaL

ORDINaNCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JaCKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
aMENDINg JaCKSON CODE OF ORDINaNCES CHaPTER 2, 

aRTICLE III, SECTION 2-166 gOVERNINg RESIDENCY REQUIRE-
MENTS.

WHEREAS, Chapter 2, Article III, Section 2-166 of the Jackson Code of 
Ordinances governs residency requirements for City of Jackson employ-
ees; and

WHEREAS, Section 2-166 currently reads as follows:

Sec. 2-166.-Residency requirements.

(a)    Subject to the provisions of subsections (c) and (f) hereof, each 
and all employees of the city shall maintain their domicile and principal 
place of residence within the 40 mile region of City Hall designated on 
the map filed with the municipal clerk’s office and also available from the 
personnel department upon request of an applicant or current employee;

(b)    All persons entering upon employment with the city after the effec-
tive date of this section who do not maintain their domicile and principal 
place of residence within the areas specified by the map referenced in 
subsection (a) above shall comply with the domicile and residency re-
quirement before the expiration of the first six months from the time of 
their employment by the city.

(C)    The provisions of section (a) and section (b) above shall not apply 
to employees who on the effective date otthis section do not maintain 
domiciles and principal places of residence in areas specified by the map 
referenced in subsection (a) above. If on or after the effective date of this 
section, any current employee of the employee ceases to be an employ-
ee of the city for any reason whatsoever, such a person will be subject 
to the residency requirement previously stated upon their subsequent 
employment with the City of Jackson.

(d)    Each and all employees of the city shall certify in writing to the 
director of personnel management their domicile and principal place of 
residence within 30 days of the passage of this section. Thereafter, each 
and all employees of the city shall annually re-certify in writing to the 
director of personnel management their domicile and principal place of 
residence, and it shall he the duty of the director of personnel manage-
ment to enforce this section and to annually report any violation of this 
section to the mayor and members of the council for the city.

(e)    The failure of any employee to comply with the residency and do-
micile requirements set forth in subsections (a) and (b) will result in that 
employee’s termination from their employment with the City of Jackson. 
Any employee who after having failed to comply with the requirement 
to certify their domicile or principal place of residence within 30 days 
of (lie passage of this section or annually and who fails to provide said 
certification within seven days of the notice of the noncompliance with 
said certification shall be disciplined for such noncompliance. The sub-
mission of false certification information shall constitute noncompliance 
with certification.

(f)    The provisions of section 2-166 shall not apply to persons 55 years 
of age or older who are employed through the city’s senior AIDES pro-
gram which is funded in whole or part through a federal grant program 
known as the Senior Services America, Inc. grant.

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Jackson City Council to amend said
Ordinance to require all new and prospective employees to maintain their 
domicile and principal place of residence within the City of Jackson.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of Jackson. Mis-
sissippi, hereby amends the Jackson Code of Ordinances, Chapter 2, 
Article III, Section 2-166 entitled Residency Requirements, to read as 
follows:

Sec. 2-166,-Residency requirements.

(a) Subject to the provisions of subsections (c) and (h) hereof, each and 
all new and prospective employees of the City shall maintain their domi-
cile and principal place of residence within the City of Jackson.

(b)    All persons entering upon employment with the City after the ef-
fective date of this section who do not maintain their domicile and prin-
cipal place of residence within the City of Jackson shall comply with the 
domicile and residency requirement before the expiration of the first six 
months from the time of their employment by the City, subject to those 
persons who are granted a waiver under section (d) who must establish 

residency within twelve (12) months from the time of their employment 
by the City.

(c)    The provisions of section (a) and section (b) above shall not apply 
to current employees who on the effective date of this section do not 
maintain domiciles and principal places of residence within the City of 
Jackson. Any current employee living outside of the City of Jackson who 
changes his domicile and principal place of residence on or after the ef-
fective date of this section shall be subject to the residency requirement 
of this Ordinance. If on or after the effective date of this section, any cur-
rent employee who ceases to be an employee of the City for any reason 
whatsoever, such a person will be subject to the residency requirement 
of this ordinance upon their subsequent employment with the City.

(d)   The Director of Personnel Management may grant an individual 
waiver to a prospective employee residing outside of the City of Jackson 
after a finding in writing that a sufficient number of qualified residents 
cannot be recruited for those full or pan-time position(s) requiring spe-
cialized expertise or extraordinary qualifications, certifications or training. 
If a waiver is granted, said employee shall be required to establish resi-
dency within the City of Jackson within twelve months of employment in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 2-166.

(e)    Each and all employees of the City shall certify in writing to the 
Director of Personnel Management their domicile and principal place of 
residence within 30 days of the passage of this section. Thereafter, each 
and all employees of the City shall annually re-certify in writing to the 
Director of Personnel Management their domicile and principal place of 
residence, and it shall he the duty of the Director of Personnel Manage-
ment to enforce this section and to annually report any violation of this 
section to the Mayor and members of the council for the City.

(f)    The failure of any employee to comply with the residency and do-
micile requirements set forth in subsections (a) and (b) will result in that 
employee’s termination from their employment with the City of Jackson. 
Any employee who after having failed to comply with the requirement to 
certify their domicile or principal place of residence within 30 days of the 
passage of this section or annually and who fails to provide said certi-
fication within seven days of being notified of noncompliance with said 
certification shall be disciplined for such noncompliance. The submission 
of false certification information shall constitute noncompliance with this 
Ordinance and shall subject the employee to discipline.

(g)    No person hired after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be 
permanently certified by the Civil Service Commission if he/she is not 
compliant with the provisions of this Ordinance. The Personnel Director 
shall be responsible for verifying to the Commission that persons hired 
after the effective date of this Ordinance are in compliance.

(h)   The provisions of section 2-166 shall not apply to persons 55 years 
of age or older who are employed through the city’s senior AIDES pro-
gram which is funded in whole or part through a federal grant program 
known as the Senior Services America, Inc. grant.

(i)    This section shall become effective thirty (30) days after passage 
and publication.

Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council Member Priestcr sec-
onded.

Yeas- Cooper-Stokes, Priester, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon, Whitwell and Yarber.

ATTEST:

Brenda Pree, City Clerk

I, Brenda Pree, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful 
custodian of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and 
seal of said City, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of 
an Ordinance passed by the City Council at a regular meeting on the 
30th day of January, 2014, and recorded in Minute Book “AE”, pages 
356-358.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the ___ day of 
February, 2014.

Brenda Pree, City Clerk

2/27/2014
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aDVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

SECTION 901

aDVERTISEMENT

City of Jackson, MISSISSIPPI

Federal aid Project No. SRSP-0250-00(035) LPa/105812-401000,
Barr Elementary School Safe Routes to School Project

The City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, will receive bids for the Safe 
Route to School Project for Barr Elementary School for a project length of 0.72 
miles, Federal Aid Project No. SRSP-0250-00(035) LPA 105812-401000 no later 
than 3:30 P.M. Local Time, March 18, 2014, at the City of Jackson located at 219 
South President Street, Jackson  Mississippi.  All bids so received will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  

The work shall consist essentially of the following items:   

The installation of sidewalks and warning signs, and the maintenance of existing 
warning signs, traffic signals and signal pole.  All other related items of work re-
quired to complete the project as shown and specified in the Contract Documents.  

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the 
responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equip-
ment and materials required by the specifications and the drawings referred to 
therein.  

The attention of bidders is directed to the Contract Provisions governing selection 
and employment of labor.  Minimum wage rates for Federal-Aid projects have been 
predetermined by the secretary of Labor and are subject to Public Law 87-581 
Work Hours Act of 1962, as set forth in the Contract Provisions.  

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that it will affirmatively insure that 
in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged and 
women’s business enterprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of 
race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award.  

The award of this contract will be contingent upon the Contractor satisfying the 
DBE/WBE requirements.  

The Contract Documents are on file and may be examined at the following loca-
tions: 

1. City of Jackson Office (Engineering Division), 219 South President Street, Jack-
son Mississippi. 
2. IMS Engineers, 126 E. Amite Street, Jackson Mississippi, 39201  

All documents required for bidding purposes may be obtained from IMS Engi-
neers located at 126 E. Amite Street, Jackson Mississippi, 39201 upon payment of 
$100.00 for each set, which will not be refunded. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Certified Check on a solvent bank or a Bid-
der’s Bond issued by a Surety Company licensed to operate in the State of Missis-
sippi, in the amount of five percent (5%) of the total bid price, payable to the City of 
Jackson as bid security.  Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if 
requested by the County.  The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Per-
formance Bond and a Payment Bond each in the amount of one hundred percent 
(100%) of the contract amount. 

The proposal and contract documents in its entirety shall be submitted in a sealed 
envelope and deposited with the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, 219 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson Mississippi prior to the hour and date above designated.  No 
bidder may withdraw his bid within sixty (60) days after the date of actual bid open-
ing, without Owner’s consent.  

Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi State Highway 
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, 2004”, together with all 
amendments and/or special provisions and/or addenda to the standards duly ap-
proved and adopted, unless otherwise noted in these specifications. 

The attention of Bidders is directed to the provisions of Subsection 102.07 pertain-
ing to irregular proposals and rejection of bids. 

Kwame Kenyatta  Willie Bell, Jr. 
Deputy CAO  Interim Public Works Director

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014

aDVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPaRTMENT OF FINaNCE aND aDMINISTRaTION
BUREaU OF BUILDINg, gROUNDS aND

REaL PROPERTY MaNagEMENT
JaCKSON, MISSISSIPPI

aDVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/20/2014 , for:

 RE: GS# 204-070 Student Union - GT 
  East Mississippi Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

Professional: Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A. - Columbus 
  (Columbus, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein) 
Address:      Post Office Box 167
  Columbus, Mississippi 39703

Phone:  662-327-8990

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014

LEgaL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEaRINg OF THE
JaCKSON HISTORIC PRESERVaTION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUB-
LIC ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2014, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON 
CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. CURRENT BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2014-03, REQUEST BY: LOUIS FRASCOGNA TO REMOVE VINYL 
SIDING AND REPLACE WITH HARDIEPLANK SIDING FOR PROPERTY LOCATED 
AT 1422 LYNCREST AVE. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2014-04, REQUEST BY: JENNIFER WELCH TO ADD A NEW ROOF 
STRUCTURE FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 976 LORRAINE ST. IN THE BEL-
HAVEN HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT.

3. CASE NO. 2014-05, REQUEST BY: JENNIFER WELCH TO REMOVE VINYL SID-
ING AND REPLACE WITH HARDIEPLANK SIDING AND ADD NEW WINDOWS FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1020 RIVERVIEW DR. IN THE BELHAVEN HEIGHTS 
HISTORIC DISTRICT.

4. CASE NO. 2014-04, REQUEST BY: JENNIFER WELCH TO ADD A NEW ROOF 
STRUCTURE FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 976 LORRAINE ST. IN THE BEL-
HAVEN HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT.

II. OTHER ITEMS

III. ADJOURN

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014

LEgaL

NOTICE OF INVITaTION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JaCKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 
11, 2014, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 143-
43, located at 0 Pascagoula Street in Jackson, Mississippi. The City will 
retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and 
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Valerie Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or email 
vskinner@city.jackson.ms.us. 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 
219 S. President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201).  The outside of the 
envelope must be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being 
bid on along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one 
(1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014, 3/6/2014

LEgaL

NOTICE OF INVITaTION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JaCKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 
11, 2014, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 143-
43-1, located at 0 Pascagoula Street in Jackson, Mississippi. The City 
will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and 
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Valerie Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or email 
vskinner@city.jackson.ms.us. 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 
219 S. President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201).  The outside of the 
envelope must be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being 
bid on along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one 
(1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014, 3/6/2014
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$1500
SIGN ON BONUS!!

SCDL-A, 2 years OTR experience. Clean Criminal, Good MVR 
and CSA score. Husband/Wife Teams Encouraged to apply.

For more information or to apply call Human Resources 
919-281-2525 • www.longistics.com

TEAM DRIVERS - We Need 10 Teams ASAP!
Expanding Business!! 

Exciting Times!! 
Operations In Raleigh, NC 

& Memphis, Tn Region
 

Good Miles  • Competitive & 
Consistent Pay • Super Benefits 
• Great equipment • Pet Friendly

800-789-8451 Apply Online:  www.longistics.com

$1500
SIGN ON BONUS!!

SCDL-A, 2 years OTR experience. Clean Criminal, Good MVR 
and CSA score. Husband/Wife Teams Encouraged to apply.

For more information or to apply call Human Resources 
919-281-2525 • www.longistics.com

TEAM DRIVERS - We Need 10 Teams ASAP!
Expanding Business!! 

Exciting Times!! 
Operations In Raleigh, NC 

& Memphis, Tn Region
 

Good Miles  • Competitive & 
Consistent Pay • Super Benefits 
• Great equipment • Pet Friendly

800-789-8451 Apply Online:  www.longistics.com

$1500
SIGN ON BONUS!!

SCDL-A, 2 years OTR experience. Clean Criminal, Good MVR 
and CSA score. Husband/Wife Teams Encouraged to apply.

For more information or to apply call Human Resources 
919-281-2525 • www.longistics.com

TEAM DRIVERS - We Need 10 Teams ASAP!
Expanding Business!! 

Exciting Times!! 
Operations In Raleigh, NC 

& Memphis, Tn Region
 

Good Miles  • Competitive & 
Consistent Pay • Super Benefits 
• Great equipment • Pet Friendly

800-789-8451 Apply Online:  www.longistics.com

Longistics
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THE REGION’S LARGEST RV SALES EVENT!

NewOrleansSpringRVshow.com

Fri 12-9 • Sat 10-8 • Sun 11-5 • Adults $9 • Children 15 & Under Free
See Multiple Dealers & Brands in 1 Location!

March 7-8-9 • Pontchartrain Center • Kenner, LA
23rd ANNUAL NEW ORLEANS

RV SHOW

THE REGION’S LARGEST RV SALES EVENT!

NewOrleansSpringRVshow.com

Fri 12-9 • Sat 10-8 • Sun 11-5 • Adults $9 • Children 15 & Under Free
See Multiple Dealers & Brands in 1 Location!

March 7-8-9 • Pontchartrain Center • Kenner, LA
23rd ANNUAL NEW ORLEANS

RV SHOW

THE REGION’S LARGEST RV SALES EVENT!

NewOrleansSpringRVshow.com

Fri 12-9 • Sat 10-8 • Sun 11-5 • Adults $9 • Children 15 & Under Free
See Multiple Dealers & Brands in 1 Location!

March 7-8-9 • Pontchartrain Center • Kenner, LA
23rd ANNUAL NEW ORLEANS

RV SHOW

BAC Shows
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Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

The Mississippi Link salutes the legacy of

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba
The 3rd African American Mayor 

to serve 
the City of Jackson, Miss.

During his eight months 
of visionary service

the City and its people were 
put on an elevated track 
leading to new heights of 

hope and prosperity

We extend our sincerest 
condolences to the family of 

Mayor Lumumba.



AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

DRIVER - CDL/A
LOOKING FOR A CAREER WITH

HIGHER EARNINGS POTENTIAL?
No out-of-pocket tuition cost!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days,
and start driving with KLLM!

• Top Notch Training Equipment
• Competitive Training Pay

Upon Graduation
• Career Advancement

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllm.com
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
EOE.
OWNER OPERATORS Average $3K /
week! Be out up to 14 days and enjoy
guaranteed hometime! Weekly settle-
ments. Cardinal Greatwide pays loaded/
unloaded.  Class-A CDL & 1 year driving
experience. Fleet Owners Welcome.
Operate under your own authority or
ours! Call Matt, 866-458-2595.
DriveForCardinal.com 
REGIONAL CDL-A DRIVERS. Great
career with weekly hometime! 888-362-
8608. For paid training, apply online at
AverittCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer. Females, minorities, protected
veterans and individuals with disabilities
encouraged to apply.   
Train to be a PROFESSIONAL TRUCK
DRIVER through Prime’s Student Driver
Program. Obtain your commercial dri-
ver’s license, then get paid while training!
1-800-277-0212. driveforprime.com
TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED
NOW AT STEVENS TRANSPORT. Earn
$800/week. Local CDL Training. NO
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Be Trained and
Based Locally. 1-800-336-7364.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

2004 Mobile home. 16x80, vinyl sid-
ing, shingled roof, 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
good condition. All appliances included.
$20,000. 662-347-2841. Leland.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months). Find Out
How To SAVE Up to 50% Today! Ask
About Same Day Installation! CALL 1-
800-319-2526.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL MESH? Did
you undergo transvaginal placement of
mesh for pelvic organ prolapse or stress
urinary incontinence between 2005 and
the present? If the mesh caused compli-
cations, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Charles H. Johnson Law and
speak with female staff members. 1-800-
535-5727.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

M o b i l e  H o m e s

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of February 23, 2014

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

THERE IS A
BETTER WAY!
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Satellite TV Difference

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114
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value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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PASS
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2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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Movie Review:
“Kids foR Ca$h”
CRooKed judges iMpRison MinoRs foR 
KiCKbaCKs in expose about pay-to-play sCheMe 

Anybody who needs a new 
reason to hate lawyers ought to 
check out this shocking docu-
mentary chronicling a pay-to-
play scheme whereby a couple 
of crooked judges, Michael 
Conahan and Mark Ciavarella, 
enriched themselves at the ex-
pense of adolescents unlucky 
enough to be arrested in Lu-
zerne County, Pennsylvania.

The evil pair’s plan involved 
first condemning the existing 
juvenile detention center owned 
by the county.

Next, they took millions of 
dollars in kickbacks from the 
private corporation hired to 
build and then run a larger fa-
cility.

Furthermore, they secretly 
signed a contract with the com-
pany in which they agreed to 

continue to help the firm maxi-
mize profits by keeping the cells 
filled with juvenile delinquents.

They subsequently accepted 
additional checks for each child 
sent to the prison, most for long 
stretches of time and for the 
flimsiest of infractions.

Punishment was meted out 
not only for antisocial behav-
ior like cursing at a bus stop, 
making fun of the principal 
on a webpage, and fighting at 
school, but in cases where the 
accused was totally innocent, 
like the boy arrested for rid-
ing a stolen scooter that had 
inadvertently been purchased 
by his parents. Another was ar-
rested for possession of drug 
paraphernalia that had admit-
tedly been planted by the local 
police.

These youthful offenders as 
young as 12 were generally 

denied their right to an attor-
ney and so fared poorly in the 
kangaroo court, and far worse 
behind bars.

It comes as no surprise that 
they often suffered from a com-
bination of depression, anxiety, 
mood swings and Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder, even 
years after being paroled.

Some would become trapped 
in the criminal justice system’s 
revolving door and eventually 
ended-up in an adult peniten-
tiary. 

All of the above is recounted 
in distressing detail in Kids for 
Ca$h, a heartbreaking expose 
directed by Robert May about 
two of the slimiest creeps to 
ever walk the Earth. Conahan 
and Ciavarella’s shady shenani-
gans finally came to light after 
the Juvenile Law Center took 
up the cause of the falsely ac-

cused.
But the unrepentant ju-

rists’ have never shown any 
remorse, with their stints in 
country club federal prisons 
amounting to a slap on the 
wrist, given the thousands of 
lives they’ve ruined.

We can only pray that a 
special room in Hell has been 
reserved for these “scum-
bags,” as they were called on 
the steps of the courthouse 
by the grieving mother of 
one of their innocent victims 
who committed suicide.

RATING: Excellent (4 
stars); PG-13 for profanity 
and mature themes

Running time: 102 minutes
Distributor: SenArt Films
 To see a trailer for Kids 

for Ca$h, visit: http://kids-
forcashthemovie.com/vid-
eos/

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Verse
2. Vertex
3. Chomp
4. Be incorrect
5. Possessive pronoun
6. Colder
7. Cheddar-like cheese
8. Button
10. Looking at
16. Forces
18. Attorney General (abbr.)
19. Decigram (abbr.)
20. Strange
21. Thin
22. Quit moving
24. Hit
25. Parasite
26. Link
28. Stretch to make do
30. Only

ACROSS 
1. Tempo
5. Rustic
9. Yellow pigment
11. Computer picture button
12. Nail filing board
13. Grainery
14. Kitten’s cry
15. Spielberg’s alien
17. Move away
18. Decrease wetness with air (2 wds.)
20. Christmas drink
22. Ocean
23. Leave
24. Wily
27. Tried and __
29. Childhood disease
31. Squeal
32. Munch
33. Peter, for short
34. Fencing sword

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Richard Petty

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Agreements which join your efforts with
others may have a great chance to work
out all this week.

Finding a new circle of friends may be to
your advantage this weekend.

A relative or person of authority may
offer to help you out with a new project.

You will reap rewards later for the 
generosity you extend to others during
this period.

You are in a good mood to communicate
about how you really feel about anything!

Your mind is not as alert as it was last
week, nor are you thinking in logical
terms today.

This week, try to give more careful 
consideration to what you say or 
are thinking.

Faulty judgment today might put you
under heavy burdens or obligations.

During this week your thinking may be
intense and penetrating.

You may be inspired by the love of your
pet this week, and you may find yourself
treating them extra special!

You tend to have a one-track mind 
this week, and you talk to others about
your interests whether they are interested
or not!

If you find yourself being pushed into 
situations today that tax your limits, make
sure they're worth the energy.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
get youR CuRRent news online at:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 17)
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Jackson Public Schools 
will not have a girls’ state 
champion this season. Unfor-
tunately, they will not even 
have a team make it to the 
big house. Monday was WIN 
OR GO HOME for the girls 
basketball teams. Murrah lost 
to Northwest Rankin. Provine 

lost to Meridian. Two-time 
defending champion, Forest 
Hill lost to Brandon.

Tuesday was WIN OR GO 
HOME for the boys basket-
ball teams. Murrah lost to 
Madison Central. Jim Hill 
lost to Meridian. Wingfield 
lost to West Jones.

The two teams that did win 
however, are Callaway which 

will be looking to defend 
their 5A title and Provine 
has moved to 6A. Callaway 
dismantled Germantown, 69 
to 37. Provine won a hard 
fought game, 62 to 46.

Provine winning would 
keep the 6A streak alive and 
Callaway winning would 
give them a three peat and 
also extend the JPS streak.

JPS basketball state 
title hopes depend on 
Callaway and Provine

Provine wins 6A playoff game 
to keep title hopes alive

Provine High School moved 
up to 6A this year, arguably, 
the toughest division in the 
state. Due to the number of 
students they have enrolled, 
the move was automatic.

Tuesday, they defeated 
Brandon 62 to 46 at Provine.  
It wasn’t as easy as the score 
indicates. Provine trailed in 
the opening quarter at one 
point, 10 to 1 and Brandon 
kept the pressure on.

One of Provine’s strongest 
assests is their bench. The 
Rams are pretty deep and play 
about 10 players per game. 
That ability proved valuable 
Tuesday. Provine kept attack-
ing Brandon with penetration 
getting them into foul trouble, 
plus wearing them down phys-
ically. 

Jonathon Thomas, 
D’Angelo West, Andrew Ri-
ley, Kyarius Body, and En-
riques Milton constantly drove 
the ball to the rim, ignited fast 
breaks, and hit open jumpers.

Provine’s pressure defense 
also got to Brandon.  The Bull-
dogs had a hard time getting 
their offense going.  Howard 
Thomas, the big man in the 
middle, couldn’t get any sus-
tained offense going. Roshad 
Collier, paced the Bulldogs 
hitting three pointers while 
also making timely passes. 
Tray Lawson also played big. 
Provine won the game 62 to 
46.

Next up for Provine is St. 
Martin. The teams will battle 
Friday night in Meridian. It’s 
another WIN or GO HOME 
game, so expect the intensity 
to be outstanding.

Those teams that survive 
this weekend will advance to 
the coliseum, better known as 
the BIG HOUSE.  

Many people wondered 
how Provine would adjust to 
6A basketball. So far, it hasn’t 
been a problem.  Provine has 
traditionally played top level 
talent anyway. Combine that 
with a good coach and a very 
deep team, you have a formula 
for success.

The road will get tougher, 
but these Rams seem resilient. 
Only time will tell if they can 
capture the crown. If they do, 
it would be the 3rd consecu-
tive boys state champion for 
JPS in 6A. Jim Hill two years 
ago, Murrah last year.

Provine hopes to keep the 
streak alive and start their own.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer
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Jackson State freshman 
guard Javeres “JB” Brent 
has been named the Col-
lege Sports Madness SWAC 
Player of the Week following 
his outstanding performance 
over the weekend. 

Brent scored a career high 
23 points to help lead the Ti-
gers to a 79-59 victory over 
the Grambling State Tigers. 
The Jackson native went 
7-11 from three-point range 
and grabbed three rebounds. 
Brent scored 19 of his 23 
points in the second half.

JSU returns to action Satur-
day, Mar. 1, when the Tigers 
host Mississippi Valley State 
at the Lee E. Williams Ath-
letics and Assembly Center. 
Tip-off for the men’s game is 
set for 5:30 p.m.

For ticket information con-
tact the Athletics ticket office 
at 601-979-5899.

Player of the week Javeres Brent

Jonathon Thomas driving to the rim.

Enriques Milton going up for two.

D’Angelo West fighting traffic for a layup.

Men’s basketball: Brent named 
College Sports Madness POW

The Mississippi Link Newswire



About 200 off-duty state 
troopers gathered at the State 
Capitol Wednesday, Feb. 26, 
in Jackson to call for sup-
port of funding for a trooper 
school. The staffing levels 
of the Mississippi Highway 
Patrol (MHP) have reached a 
critical point.

“We have just over 500 
sworn officers within the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol, 
about 300 of whom are en-
forcement officers - what the 
public thinks of when they 
think ‘state trooper,’” said 
MSTA President M/Sgt. Jim-
mie Thomas. “This has put 
Mississippi’s motoring pub-

lic in a dangerous situation.”
MHP is at its lowest staff-

ing level in recent history. 
State law, set by the Legis-
lature, allows MHP to have 
a force of up to 650 sworn 
officers. However, the Legis-
lature has not approved fund-
ing for a trooper school since 
2011.

There are cases where a 
trooper has to travel up to 70 
miles to respond to a crash. 
The situation has become a 
crisis and has put the safety 
of Mississippians in jeopar-
dy, according to a statement 
issued by MHP.

The 502 sworn MHP of-
ficers include 102 troopers 

and investigators in the Mis-
sissippi Bureau of Investi-
gation, 36 troopers in driver 
services, 29 troopers in ad-
ministration and 11 troopers 
in training. There are 320 en-
forcement troopers, includ-
ing 32 who work with mo-
tor carrier units. Of the 502 
sworn officers, 120 are cur-
rently retirement eligible.

Governor Phil Bryant re-
quested $6.9 million in fund-
ing to conduct a trooper 
school. The cost covers the 
training expenses of cadets 
as well as the cost of equip-
ment and vehicles for a grad-
uating class of approximately 
60 new officers.

The cost of the school also 
covers the salaries for the 
graduating officers for the 
remainder of the fiscal year 
in which they graduate.

“We will not abandon them 
in their time of need. As God 
as my witness, help is on the 
way. It is a time of determi-
nation,” Bryant said. “The 
first responsibility of govern-
ment is to provide protection 
for our citizens. It should not 
be political; we should make 
certain when the call comes 
for help that we answer that 
call.”

House Speaker Philip 
Gunn also spoke in support 
of the funding for a trooper 

school. Gunn said the situa-
tion is about protecting our 
people and providing safety 
for our citizens.

“I am proud to stand with 
these troopers,” Gunn said. 
“This is a legitimate function 
of government to protect its 
citizens. The safety of our 
citizens is compromised. This 
is a severe shortage of troop-
ers and a severe shortage of 
safety for our citizens.”

Secretary of State Delbert 
Hoseman showed his support 
for the funding of a trooper 
school. He pointed out the 
potential dangers that are in-
herent to the day-to-day du-
ties of a state trooper.

“Every time you see blue 
lights they get out and could 
face catastrophe and they 
do it time and time and time 
after time,” Secretary Hose-
man said. “We support the 
superior service we get from 
the Mississippi Highway Pa-
trol.”

Lt. Governor Tate Reeves 
issued the following state-
ment by press release: 

“The State Trooper Asso-
ciation and I share a common 
goal to get more troopers on 
the road. I look forward to 
working toward that goal as 
the House and Senate begin 
budget discussions in the 
coming weeks.”

It looks good for the Velma 
Jackson Falcons - boys and girls 
teams - to do a repeat in their 
division. They beat the last four 
opponent teams by 20 points or 
more.

The Lady Falcons are very 
young, made up of freshmen 
and sophomores with only one 

junior playing. But keep your 
eyes on these young ladies who 
are coached by Tameika Brown 
and assistants G. Levy and E. 
Thompson.

Young coach Anthony Carlyle 
and his assistant coach Randy 
Brown are taking the Falcon 
Boys of the 2013-2014 season to 
another state championship in 3A 
Basketball.

These young guys only had 
one senior on the team, so they 
will be ready for a come back 
next year.

At tournament time, the Fal-
cons were on the road to Morton 
High School where the young 
Lady Falcons were considered 
the underdogs. But seems like 
no one told them to play like un-
derdogs as they went on to win 

over St. Andrews and Morton 
High. Then they won the District 
Tournament with a victory over 
Collins.

The Lady Falcons had only six 
players, so they had to add an 8th 
grader to the line up to advance 
to the region. Back home, they 
took on Philadelphia.

The Velma Jackson Falcon 
Boys ended the season winning 

26 games, losing 2 and ranking 
number one in the 3A division 
and number 6 in the Super 10. 
They just won the District Tour-
nament at Morton High.

So far, no team has come with-
in 20 points of the young Falcon 
Boys. They won over Morton 
and Prentiss High - with easy 
wins on Tues., Nov. 25.

Now the region tournament 

will be back at Velma Jackson on 
the home court to play Southeast 
Lauderdale.

The Falcons Boys have beaten 
all of the powerhouse teams of 
Jackson, including Provine, Mur-
rah and Lanier as well as Bran-
don.

The little school “in the woods” 
is standing strong but still being 
grossly underestimated.

Troopers, families and supporters gather at State 
Capitol urging lawmakers to fund Trooper School

Velma Jackson High School Falcons boys 
and girls basketball teams reign supreme

By Amad Rashad
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Velma Jackson High School Falcons Basketball team and coaches. Velma Jackson High School Lady Falcons Basketball team

Mississippi State troopers rally at the Capitol in Jackson for increased funding of a trooper school, Wednesday, Feb. 26.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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ENTERTAINMENT

Oh Man! LeBron James ‘Space 
Jam 2′ rumors come to an end

Robin Thicke, Paula Patton 
announce separation

‘12 Years a Slave’ book, film to be taught in U.S. 
high schools, thanks in part to Montel Williams

Dang it. Fans really wanted to 
believe he could fly.

But let’s guess he’s staying on 
the court, not film.

LeBron James was rumored to 
star in “Space Jam 2.”

But reps for the Miami Heat 
star confirmed that’s not happen-
ing.

That part when fans go, 
“BOOOOOOOOO!!!”

But the good news is the film 
project has been confirmed itself.

The film is being developed by 
Dick Ebersol‘s sons -to be pro-
duced and written by Willie and 
Charlie Ebersol.

Charlie has worked on ”The 
Wanted” and “The Great Escape.”

The film will not be just a se-

quel to the original 1996 film star-
ring NBA legend Michael Jordan, 
but a prequel.

Warner Bros. is definitely hop-
ing for a second global box of-
fice hit. The original film grossed 
$230 million worldwide.

After months of cheating 
rumors surrounding Robin 
Thicke, the crooner and his ac-
tress wife of nine years, Paula 
Patton, are separating.

The couple, who began dat-
ing in high school and wel-
comed their son Julian in April 

2010, said in a statement to 
People.com: “We will always 
love each other and be best 
friends, however, we have mu-
tually decided to separate at 
this time.”

The pair’s relationship has 
come under scrutiny in recent 
months after Thicke was pho-

tographed with socialite Lana 
Scolaro at a post-MTV Video 
Music Awards party in New 
York last September.

In the shot, Thicke appeared 
to be cupping the blonde’s but-
tocks and she subsequently 
went public with claims that he 
didn’t stop there, telling Life & 

Style magazine the singer hit 
on her, while Patton watched.

At the time, Patton’s repre-
sentative dismissed Scolaro as 
“just a girl looking for atten-
tion” and insisted the actress 
and her husband “aren’t con-
cerned” about the cheating ru-
mors.

Author Solomon Northup’s har-
rowing book “12 Years A Slave,” 
and the Oscar-nominated film 
it inspired, will be added to the 
high school curriculum later this 
year, thanks in part to a campaign 

spearheaded by Montel Williams, 
reports the New York Times.

The National School Boards 
Association announced that the 
work will be sent to public high 
schools across the United States 
through a partnership between the 

federation of schools boards, New 
Regency, Penguin Books, and the 
film’s producers. The film will be 
accompanied in classrooms by the 
original 1853 memoir that inspired 
the movie and a study guide.

Individual school districts will 

decide whether or not to incorpo-
rate it in their curricula.

TV veteran Williams is funding 
the distribution of the film.

“When Hollywood is at its best, 
the power of the movies can be 
harnessed into a powerful educa-
tional tool,” read a statement from 
Williams. “This film uniquely 
highlights a shameful period in 
American history, and in doing 
so will evoke in students a desire 
to not repeat the evils of the past 
while inspiring them to dream big 
of a better and brighter future.”

Director Steve McQueen added, 
“Since first reading ‘12 Years a 
Slave,’ it has been my dream that 
this book be taught in schools.”

The news comes just two days 
after the film triumphed at the 
NAACP Image Awards and a day 

after it picked up the Best Motion 
Picture prize at the annual Satel-
lite Awards, where McQueen was 
named Best Director.

“12 Years a Slave” is also nomi-

nated for Best Picture at the Oscars 
on Sunday. The story follows Nor-
thup, a free black man living in up-
state New York as he is abducted 
and sold into slavery.

Robin Thicke and Paula Patton arrive at the 56th annual Grammy 
Awards at the Staples Center in Los Angeles. (January 26, 2014)

James

Eurweb.com

Eurweb.com

Eurweb.com
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STaTe wide proudly celebraTeS 

Black History Month
and Salutes

Peggy Hobson Calhoun

Supervisor calhoun has served as supervisor 
of district 3 for twenty two years

3073 lynch STreeT
JackSon, MS 39209

601-353-2421

MaT ThoMaS, owner

1ST feMale elecTed To The 
hindS counTy board of SuperviSorS
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

3  LBS.  OR  MORE  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$269

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

SIRLOIN 
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$139

FRESH  FRYER

LEG
QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$599
FRESH  FROZEN

PORK
SPARE  RIBS

10  LB.

$1899

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

FRYER
WINGS

PER  LB.

$179

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SIRLOIN
STEAK

PER  LB.

$499

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$399

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

SHOULDER
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$439

FRESH  SMALL

FRYER
BREAST

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$179

HIDDEN  VALLEY

SALAD
DRESSING

16  OZ.  BTL.

$297

SAVE  ON

COKE  PRODUCTS
12 - PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$12
FRESH 

BROCCOLI  CROWNS
PER  LB.

89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SPREAD

QUARTERS
1  LB. .................................... 77¢
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  HEARTY

BISCUITS
12  OZ. ...................................79¢
PILLSBURY  CRESCENT  OR  CINNAMON

ROLLS
8 - 13  OZ.  ................................ 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BAR

CHEESE
8  OZ.  ......................................

$179

ASSORTED  YOPLAIT 

YOGURT
4 - 6  OZ. ...................................

 2/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ORANGE

JUICE
GALLON  PLASTIC ...........................

$349

PICTSWEET

CORN  ON  
THE  COB
12  CT. .......................................

$349

MRS.  PAUL'S  BREADED  FISH  STICKS  OR

FILLETS
10.1 - 11.4  OZ. ............................  

$299

PILLSBURY

FROZEN  
BISCUITS
22.1 - 31.8  OZ. ............................  

$279

piggly wiggly

SWEET  FLORIDA

STRAWBERRIES
1  LB.

$199

FRESH  D  ANJOU

PEARS
PER  LB.

99¢
FRESH  BROCCOLI

CROWNS
PER  LB.

89¢

CALIFORNIA  NAVEL

ORANGES
4  LB.

$399

CALIFORNIA CRISP

LETTUCE
HEAD

89¢

1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


