
Dr. Marvin Sapp is widely 
known as a Grammy Award win-
ning gospel artist. But when he 
came to Jackson Tuesday, Feb. 
18, 2014, music was not the main 
thing he wanted to share with his 
audience - although he did per-
form.

“Inspiration and information” 
were what the program was about, 
Sapp said. The information was 
about education of children, spe-
cifically giving choices to parents 
to determine how and where their 

children should be educated. He 
holds strong to a belief that regard-
less of economic or social status, 
all children should be afforded the 
best schooling available.

Sapp, who also has been hon-
ored with Dove, Stellar and BET 
awards, came to Greater Bethle-
hem Temple to discuss his support 
of the Black Alliance for Educa-
tional Choice (BAEO), an advo-
cacy organization whose mission 
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Black Alliance for 
Educational Choice teams 
up with award winning 
gospel artist Marvin Sapp

OXFORD, Miss. - The FBI on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, was helping in-
vestigate who tied a noose around 
the neck of a University of Mis-
sissippi statue of James Meredith, 
who, in 1962, became the first 
black student to enroll in the then 
all-white Southern college.

University police on Sunday 
morning found the rope noose and, 
on the statue’s face, a pre-2003 
Georgia state flag with a Confeder-
ate battle symbol, said campus po-
lice Chief Calvin Sellers. Two men 
were seen near the statue early Sun-
day and investigators were looking 
at surveillance footage.

“It’s a racial hate crime,” Mis-
sissippi NAACP president Derrick 

Johnson said Tuesday after a news 
conference at the state Capitol. “At 
what level do they get prosecuted? I 
don’t know. But as long as we toler-
ate hate, we will continue to revisit 
history and the past of this state, 
and at some point we must move 
forward.”

In a statement, Chancellor Dan 
Jones condemned the action as con-
trary to the beliefs and values of the 
university community.

“These individuals chose our 
university’s most visible symbol 
of unity and educational accessibil-
ity to express their disagreement 
with our values,” Jones said. “Their 
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Founded February 12, 1909, 
the NAACP is the nation’s oldest, 
largest and most widely recognized 
grassroots-based civil rights orga-
nization.

Its more than half-million mem-
bers and supporters throughout the 
United States and the world are the 
premier advocates for civil rights 
in their communities, campaigning 
for equal opportunity and conduct-
ing voter mobilization.

The Mississippi NAACP is syn-
onymous with the legacy of the late 
Medgar Wiley Evers. And at the 
Mississippi state capitol Tuesday, 
Feb. 18, 2014, during a press con-
ference, the NAACP Mississippi 
State Conference President Der-
rick Johnson and others presented 
the organization’s “Game Changer 
Agenda for the 21st century,” 
building on the legacy of Medgar.

The five game changers present-
ed were: 

1) Economic sustainability 
where every person will have equal 
opportunity to achieve economic 
success and financial security; 

2) Education - free, high-quality, 
public for all with equitable fund-
ing; 

3) Health - with equality for all 
Americans for a healthy life and 
high-quality health care;

4) Public Safety and Criminal 
Justice with justice for all, address-

ing the disproportionate incarcera-
tion and racially motivated policing 
strategies and advocating end of the 
death penalty;

5) Voting Rights and Political 
Representation - protecting voting 
rights and fair representation.

Johnson was supported by Jack-
son NAACP president Wayne 
McDaniels, State Senator Kenny 
Wayne Jones, Hinds County 
District Attorney Robert Smith, 
NAACP Health Committee chair 
Corey Wiggins, Nissan worker 
for Worker’s Rights Sheila Wilson 
and Nicole Porter who came from 
Washington, D.C. and is the direc-
tor of advocacy for the Sentencing 
Project.

Jones said regarding the 
NAACP, “We have to continue 
to be the voice of the people who 
can’t fight for themselves. We have 
to be the voice for our teachers…, 
for concerns over voter IDs.

“It is imperative that we work 
together regardless of race and in-
come, working for those people the 
government has left by the way-
side. We stand together today to 
bring good policy to the downtrod-
den of Mississippi.”

Wiggins said, “Look at the state 
of Mississippi where we rank the 
worst in health, in hypertension, 
diabetes, stroke, cardiac arrest. We 
have the potential to eliminate those 
things by expanding Medicare. It is 
a good thing because Medicare ex-

pansion is an investment in the peo-
ple in this state, in their families and 
for our community and economy. It 
increases jobs in the state.”

Porter said, “Mississippi has the 
second highest incarceration rate in 
the nation and the U.S. is the sec-
ond largest jailer in the world, with 
25 percent of the world’s prison 
population.

“Changes in Mississippi will 
mean changes in the nation and 
around the world. Reduction of 
reliance on incarceration will free 
up resources in the state for other 
priorities that the NAACP is talk-
ing about.”

The Jackson Metropolitan 
Retired Educational Personnel 
Association (JMREPA) held its 
monthly membership meeting 
during Black History Month, 
with the quote of the month by 
Marty Meehan: “Black History 
Month must be more than just 
a month of remembrance. It 
should be a tribute to our his-
tory and reminder of the work 
that lies in the months and 
years ahead.”

And this organization of edu-
cation career retirees stood tall 

and firm like living legends, re-
affirming their commitment to 
education for children of Mis-
sissippi.

The most active presentation 
during the meeting Tuesday, 
Feb. 18, 2014, held in the Gold-
en Key Community Center on 
Albermarle Road, was from the 
scholarship committee.

Some members pledged to 
give $500 each toward their 
scholarship fund. Although 
they are retired, Bennie Rich-

Living legends of Jackson Metropolitan Retired Education Personnel 
Association host special tribute during Black History Month
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Noose tied on Ole Miss 
integration statue

The Associated Press

The James Meredith statue is seen on the University of Mississippi 
campus in Oxford, Miss., Monday, Feb. 17, 2014. A $25,000 reward is 
available for information leading to the arrest of two men involved in 
sullying the statue early Sunday, Feb. 16. AP PhOTO/The DAily MiSSiSSiP-
PiAN, ThOMAS GRANiNG
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Sapp performs at Greater Bethlehem Temple, Tuesday, Feb. 18.

Jackson Metropolitan Retired educational Personnel Association 
president hazel Powe with honoree 99-year-old Ruth hobbs

Lester Elementary School 
auditorium was filled to ca-
pacity as the students took 
charge of the school’s an-
nual Black History Month 
program, chaired by Emma 
Harris. Harris said she has 
chaired this program for over 
15 years at Lester. Parents, in-
vited guests, and Lester staff 
observed  students showcas-
ing their talent in speech, 
dance, and music.

Jamiah Smith served as 
program guide. Nya  Crudup 
led the audience in the Pledge 
of Allegiance, Sydnie Cole-
man gave the welcome and 
Kyra Taylor introduced a list 
of distinguished guests which 
included City of Jackson  
Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, 
Police Chief Lindsey Horton, 
Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone 

Lewis,  Deputy Chief Perry 
Martin, U. S. Attorney Greg-
ory Davis,  Hinds County Cir-
cuit Judge  Winston Kidd, JPS 
School Board Vice President 
Linda Rush, Executive Di-
rector of Elementary Schools 
Mitchell Shears, Jackson 
Ward 3 City Counselwoman 
Larita Cooper-Stokes, Pastor 
John Cameron of Greater Mt. 
Calvary Baptist Church and 
other government officials 
and community leaders.

“Echoes from the Past” was 
the theme of this year’s pro-
gram and students Hayden 
Gamblin, Akeyla Ford, Ant-
onyo Jones, Jaylon Esco and 
Jocelyn Powell each shared 
excerpts of past heroes. A 
dramatization in dance was 

Mayor Chokwe lumumba                              PhOTO By JAy JOhNSON
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Photo of the Week
City of Jackson Mayor Lumumba at College Hill Baptist Church, Feb. 19, 2014

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, center, is shown with some of the College Hill Baptist Church family and members of the community during his Black History Month appearance.
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performed by Aniya Sayles, 
Jada Cavett, Ta’nyla Yates and 
Phalencia Hudson after which 
a continuation of excerts of 
past heroes were given.

Students Imani Gibbs, Jac-
queline Brown, Timothy 
Lewis, Jalisa Weatherspoon, 
Joshua Davenport and Avontae 
Brown each showcased their 
knowledge of historical fig-
ures and the contributions they 
made to society. Music was 
provided by the Lester School 
choir and Lester Staff choir.

Remarks were made by 
Principal Merritt, Mitchell 
Shears, Linda Rush and Mayor 
Lumumba. Merritt praised the 
students for their performance 
and said he was especially 
proud of the many males that 
participated in the program 
this year.

Mitchell Shears in his re-

marks recited the poem “Hey 
Black Child” by Eugene Per-
kins. Shears said this was one 
of his favorite poems. Rush 
stated, “Good stuff is going 
on at this place - these young 
people put on a show and we 
must continue to encourage 
them.”

Mayor Lumumba said that 
education is exciting and that 
learning should not be looked 
upon as something you must 
do, but rather something you 
want to do. He said he was 
very pleased with the way the 
children were being nurtured 
and taught about Sojourner 
Truth, Medger Evers and oth-
ers because history is a weapon 
against ignorance and a way to 
establish the truth.

Principal Merritt invited 
guests to remain for lunch in 
the school cafeteria.

Student Timothy Lewis  PHOTOS BY JOE DAUGHTRY

Lester Elementary School Principal Merritt

Jacqueline Brown, student participantAudience of invited guests, city officials, parents and Lester staff Sivera Porter, Evelyn Lewis, Emma Harris and Sheriff Tyrone Lewis

Shimerale Arrington with Lewis, Rev. M.V. May and Sean GoforthSheriff Lewis, straight A student Hayden Gamblin, Perry Martin and Erica Frazier



ardson, chairman of the commit-
tee, said, “We are not hurting for 
money, so we can do this.”

The scholarship committee has 
been charged with awarding a 
scholarship by the next academic 
year.

According to organization pres-
ident Hazel Powe, the JMREPA 
goals are to support and promote 
education and to assist retired edu-
cators in continued use of their 
skills, talents and energies; keep-
ing abreast of community and edu-
cational issues; working with state 
legislature; and to ensure protec-
tion of COLA - or Social Security 
Cost of Living Adjustments. 

Dezzie Harris shared “Moment 
in Black History” by reading po-
ems written by two of her family 
members. Committee and officer 
reports followed. Members with 
February birthdays were recog-
nized.

The program included a special 
tribute to Ruth Hobbs, as the group 
celebrated her 99th birthday which 
was this day.

Hobbs responded with all the 
grace, grit, wit and humor that any 
could imagine.

Marlena Dow, in tribute said, 

“Sometime during the 
last 99 years, we re-
member how our shoul-
ders touched, our minds 
met, our hearts reached 
out....

“Insightful you are, 
always thinking of 
an innovative plan to 
implement insuring 
diverse involvement 
and fiery movement. 
Sincere in respect to 
humankind. Tenacious, 
earnest, joyful, bold....”
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Falvia Roberts, age 70, daughter of Ruth Hobbs, age 99.

Some of the 100-plus member JMREPA organization                               PHOTOS BY AYESHA K MUSTAFAA

Standing (right to left): Bennie Richardson, Nathaniel Davis, Willie Green and Joe Galloway; seated (right to left): 
Inez Morris Chambers, Emma Hurley, Doris Alexander, Dorothy Williams, Hazel Powe, president; and Malena W. Dow 

Dezzi Harris

Members of JMREPA treat Hobbs with gifts and praise
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Wilson, who has worked at Nis-
san for 11 years, spoke to the ef-
forts of Nissan workers to establish 
a union. “The right to form a union 
is a civil right,” she said. “There 
are violations on our freedom of 
speech and freedom of association. 
The union is the only way to have a 
voice and a seat at the table.

“Nissan has threatened that it 
will close the plant if we form a 
union. But they have unions in Brit-
ain, Spain, Brazil, Australia, South 
America and in other countries. 

We Mississippians are not second 
class citizens. Labor rights are civil 
rights.”

Johnson responded to questions 
from the media on Nissan’s threat to 
close the plant if a union is formed. 
He said he did not believe that Nis-
san would do so at one of the most 
productive plants in the country, 
producing eight of its most popular 
models.

Regarding the state flag, John-
son said it was time for the flag to 
change and that he was instrumental 

in the initial campaign to establish a 
new state flag rather than one asso-
ciated with the state as a slaveholder.

On the recent desecration of the 
James Meredith statue on the cam-
pus of Ole Miss, Johnson said the 
act was appalling.

He expressed equal distaste for 
the recent verdict of not guilty on 
first degree murder charges for 
Michael Dunn who shot to death a 
black teenager, Jordan Davis, over 
loud music in Jacksonville, Fla.

When asked about the relevance 

of the NAACP’s name of “colored 
people,” he responded that the 
NAACP has always been an organi-
zation for and formed by “people of 
color” - not just African Americans 
and that its role today is more inclu-
sive of all races and people.

The NAACP was formed partly 
in response to the continuing hor-
rific practice of lynching and the 
1908 race riot in Springfield, the 
capital of Illinois, and resting place 
of President Abraham Lincoln.

Appalled at the violence that was 

committed against blacks, a group 
of white liberals that included Mary 
White Ovington and Oswald Gar-
rison Villard, both the descendants 
of abolitionists, William English 
Walling and Dr. Henry Moscowitz 
issued a call for a meeting to discuss 
racial justice.

Some 60 people, seven of 
whom were African American (in-
cluding W. E. B. Du Bois, Ida B. 
Wells-Barnett and Mary Church 
Terrell), signed the call, which 
was released on the centennial of 

Lincoln’s birth.
Other early members included 

Joel and Arthur Spingarn, Josephine 
Ruffin, Mary Talbert, Inez Milhol-
land, Jane Addams, Florence Kel-
ley, Sophonisba Breckinridge, John 
Haynes Holmes, Mary McLeod 
Bethune, George Henry White, 
Charles Edward Russell, John 
Dewey, William Dean Howells, 
Lillian Wald, Charles Darrow, Lin-
coln Steffens, Ray Stannard Baker, 
Fanny Garrison Villard, and Walter 
Sachs.

living legends
Continued from page 1

Wiggins McDaniels Wilson         PHOTOS BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAAPorter



Jack and Jill Inc., Jackson 
Chapter, held their Jack and 
Jill Day at the State Capitol, 
a day filled with a workshop 
hosted by Senator John Ho-
rhn, a tour of the Capitol and 
introductions of the chapter 
members in the Senate and 

House. 
Forty mothers and teenag-

ers also gave advocacy letters 
to their senators and repre-
sentatives in support of their 
chapter’s national and local 
legislative priorities during 
the day’s stay at the Capitol, 
Monday, Feb. 10, 2014.

STATE

Jack and Jill 
at the state 
capitol
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Veteran Republican Sen. Thad 
Cochran of Mississippi said he’s 
not familiar with the tea party, even 
though he’s being challenged by a 
supporter of the populist movement.

“The tea party, you know, is 
something I don’t really know a 
lot about,” said Cochran, 76, who’s 
seeking a seventh six-year term in 
the Senate. “And it’s a free coun-
try. We have open opportunities for 
people to participate in the election 
process.”

Cochran’s comments came Feb. 
17 in response to questions from 
Jackson, Miss., television stations.

He is being challenged in the 
June 3 GOP primary by state Sen. 
Chris McDaniel of Ellisville, an at-
torney with strong support from tea 
party groups.

McDaniel, 41, said the tea party 

remark shows that Cochran is out of 
touch with people who support low 
taxes and limited government.

“The tea party matters. They care 
for their country,” McDaniel told 
The Associated Press in a phone in-
terview Feb. 18. “These are conser-
vative voters who feel like they’re 
not being heard.”

Cochran was elected to the Sen-
ate in 1978 after six years in the 
House.

Cochran spoke to the television 
stations during an appearance Feb. 
17 at a steel plant outside Jackson. 
He said he doesn’t know much 
about McDaniel, who launched a 
campaign in October.

“I’m just running my campaign 
based on my qualifications to con-
tinue to serve as a United States 
senator,” said Cochran, who is sup-
ported by Gov. Phil Bryant and sev-
eral other Republican state officials.

Captain Ken Chapman 
called the women of the Jack-
son (MS) Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. the “hands and feet of Je-
sus” in appreciation for their 
recent $1,000 donation to the 
Salvation Army.

The sorority’s Chapter Presi-
dent Julia P. Crockett present-
ed the check Friday, Jan. 17, 
along with Yolanda Walker, 
social action committee chair 
and other sorority members at 
the Salvation Army Center for 
Worship and Service.

“We, the members of the 
Jackson (MS) Alumnae Chap-
ter of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc., a service organiza-
tion, are deeply saddened by 
the loss of the Salvation Army 
facility, a facility that has truly 
blessed many of those we too 
serve in this community,” said 
Crockett.

“It is our honor that God is 
allowing us to now be a bless-
ing to them (the Salvation 
Army). This $1,000 donation 
is only the beginning. Over 
the next three months, we will 
be collecting contributions 
of clothing and other useful 
items.

“I challenge all Greek let-
ter organizations in the Metro 
Jackson area to match and/or 
surpass the contribution made 
today,” she added.

Chapman said monetary do-
nations such as the one from 
Delta Sigma Theta would be 
used to help replace equipment 
needed in the Thrift Store, such 
as totes and sorting bins, etc.

“Thank you for your gener-
ous donation,” Chapman told 
the ladies. “It takes all of us 
together. And when we join 
hands, we can do amazing 
things. I can see the hand of 
God in this every step of the 
way. As Isaiah 61 says, ‘God 
will give us beauty for ashes.’ 
What a generous community 

we live in.”
The Delta chapter was also 

busy this month presenting 
their “Distinguished Service” 
Award to State Representative 
Adrienne Wooten at the Capi-
tol, Thursday, Feb. 6. Wooten 
was honored for her service to 
the state and the organization, 
which she also is a member.

Cochran doesn’t know 
much about tea partyDelta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Jackson (MS) Alumnae Chapter 
active in the state capital
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Standing left to right are (1st row) Christopher Watson, Douglas Watson, Amber Paige, Naaya Johnson, Kellyn Paige and Nannah Patton; (2nd 
row) Senators Kelvin E. Butler and John Horhn, Sarah Jones, Cameron Watson, Justis Gibbs, Southeastern Region Teen President Brie Kemp; 
Teen President of the Jackson Chapter Bria Paige, Teen Vice President of the Jackson Chapter Kaitlyn Watson, Senators Sollie B. Norwood and 
Albert Butler

Vickie Jenkins, Sylvia Watley, Johnnie Ruth Keys, Captain Ken Chapman, Chapter President Julia P. 
Crockett and Yolanda Walker

Representative Adrienne Wooten (center) was awarded a distinguished service plaque by members of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. She is joined by fellow Delta members (left to right) Yolanda Walker, LaTonya 
Kanomu, Cheryl Turner, Elaine Baker, Tamika Mitchell and Gwenetta Tatum.

PSA

By Emily Wagster Pettus 
Associated Press

Sen. Thad Cochran, left, ranking Republican on the Senate Agriculture 
Committee, on Dec. 4, 2013, on Capitol Hill and Chris McDaniels, right, in 
an undated photo from his website J. SCoTT APPLEWHiTE/ AP PHoTo | CHRiS 
MCDANiELS FoR SENATE
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ideas have no place here, and our 
response will be an even greater 
commitment to promoting the val-
ues that are engraved on the statue - 
Courage, Knowledge, Opportunity, 
and Perseverance.”

University police asked for the 
FBI’s help, said Deborah R. Mad-
den, a spokeswoman for the Missis-
sippi FBI office in Jackson.

Johnson said there is an overall 
problem at Ole Miss.

“You cannot have a university 
where, when you turn down the 
main drag, it’s called Confeder-
ate Drive. ... At some point, we’re 
going to have to reverse course on 
the image of Ole Miss so we can 
reverse course on the image of the 
state of Mississippi,” he said.

The Ole Miss Alumni Associa-
tion is offering a $25,000 reward 
for information leading to an arrest.

When Meredith tried to enter 
Ole Miss in fall 1962, Mississippi’s 
governor tried to stop him and led 
to rioting on the Oxford campus. 
U.S. Attorney General Robert Ken-

nedy sent 500 U.S. Marshals to 
take control and a couple weeks 
later, Meredith was allowed in the 
school. Though he faced harass-
ment during his time at the school, 
he graduated with a degree in politi-
cal science.

Assistant to the Chancellor for 
Multicultural Affairs Don Cole re-

iterated the creed that the university 
stands by.

“This is particularly painful be-
cause the James Meredith statue 
has become a gathering place for 
students to discuss many things, 
including the tenets of our creed, 
which calls for dignity and respect 
for all people,” he said.
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is to promote parental choice and 
educational options for African 
American families.

Jackson was the ninth stop on 
Sapp’s 2014 “School of Choice 
Tour With Marvin Sapp,” which 
will have visited 11 cities when 
done. The show, which drew about 
1,500 people, was part of BAEO’s 
“Give Parents a Choice, Give 
Children a Chance” campaign, 
aimed at mobilizing and educat-
ing members of the community 
about the value of parental choice 
in helping to increase achievement 
for black students.

Sapp founded the first char-
ter school in Western Michigan, 
Grand Rapids Ellington Academy 
for Arts and Technology. It started 
with grades 6-9 and has added kin-
dergarten through fifth. He lives 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., and said 
while he was able to afford to send 
his children to the best schools, not 
all parents have that ability.

With the belief that parents 
should be able to send their chil-
dren to the best schools, Sapp 
said about his own school, “The 
school’s purpose is to take children 
from great to greater. Our purpose 
is to make sure kids from urban ar-
eas are not left behind.”

He said children in urban com-
munities are not receiving the 
same options and choices that oth-
er children are receiving.

“I’ve been blessed to be able to 
send my children to one of the best 
schools in western Michigan. But 
what about the single mother in the 
hood who has to send her children 
to a failing school? What about 

the man and wife 
working to barely 
make ends meet 
who can’t afford 
private schools? 
They deserve the 
option to do better 
for their children, 
too,” he said.

Sapp said he 
is not fighting 
against public 
school systems 
but fighting for 
choice. “There 
are good public 
schools and bad 
public schools. 
There are good 
charter schools 
and bad charter 
schools. I’m not 
fighting against 
public versus charter. I’m fighting 
about choice, options. I believe 
that just because I have money, that 
doesn’t mean I should have greater 
options than those that don’t.”

Kenneth Campbell, founder 
and president of BAEO, said the 
group was created to have deep 
conversations about what is going 
on with black children. “It is not 
acceptable,” said Campbell, who 
lives in Baton Rouge, La.

“We’re not preparing kids for 
the world of work. We’re not pre-
paring them to be independent 
adults who can engage in the prac-
tice of freedom. We believe that’s 
very dangerous for our people, so 
we’re advocates for reform in edu-
cation.”

Campbell said BAEO, which 

was founded in Washington, 
D.C., 14 years ago, works to em-
power parents and communities. 
“We believe parents should be 
empowered. We believe we can 
have effective teachers in front of 
children. We need better account-
ability about how schools are do-
ing. We’ve got a lot of work to 
do.”

He said statistics show that more 
that 50 percent of black children 
in fourth grade are reading below 
grade level and only nine percent 
are prepared for college based on 
college entrance exam scores.

“I understand people wanting 
our public school system to work 
better for kids. We want that also. 
But in the meantime, we need to try 
innovative approaches. We can’t 
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Mississippi has been hit with 
several bouts of extremely cold 
weather this winter, and that 
is heating up many customers’ 
electric bills. However, the feder-
al government has released Low 
Income Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (LIHEAP) funds 
to help low-income, elderly and 
disabled Mississippians pay their 
energy bills. 

 The state recently received 
more than $3.7 million in se-
questered and additional funds 
for the LIHEAP. That brings the 
total for the 2014 fiscal year to 
more than $30 million.

“Every day our low-income 
customers struggle to make ends 
meet,” said Valarie Mabry, En-
tergy Mississippi public affairs 
analyst. “When extreme weather 
hits and affects utility bills, it 
creates an added strain on their 
budgets. So we’re working hard 
to get the word out that help is 
available.”

LIHEAP funds are adminis-
tered through the Mississippi 
Department of Human Services, 
which provides funding to local 
community action agencies.

“Community action agen-
cies across the state have seen 

an increase in 
requests for en-
ergy assistance,” 
said Tina Ruf-
fin, director of 
MDHS Division 
of Community 
Services. “Cold 
weather means greater energy 
consumption, which translates to 
higher energy bills. These agen-
cies have funds available to help 
offset these costs for those who 
qualify.”

For information on service 
agencies, go to: mdhs.state.
ms.us/pdfs/cs_commactdirec-
tory.pdf

Entergy Mississippi employ-
ees, shareholders and customers 
also contribute to The Power to 
Care, a special fund that provides 
emergency utility assistance for 
elderly and disabled customers. 
The Salvation Army and other 
Entergy partners in this program 
use money from the fund to help 
pay the electric bills of qualify-
ing customers.

For a list of Power to Care 
agencies for Mississippi, visit 
entergy-mississippi.com/content/
your_home/EMI_MS_AGEN-
CIES.pdf 

In addition, Entergy provides 

all customers a variety of pay-
ment and money-saving options 
at entergy-mississippi.com/your_
home/mypaymentoptions/ 

Entergy Mississippi, Inc. pro-
vides electricity to more than 
437,000 customers in 45 coun-
ties. It is a subsidiary of Entergy 
Corporation, which is an inte-
grated energy company engaged 
primarily in electric power pro-
duction and retail distribution 
operations.

Entergy owns and operates 
power plants with approximately 
30,000 megawatts of electric 
generating capacity, including 
more than 10,000 megawatts of 
nuclear power, making it one of 
the nation’s leading nuclear gen-
erators.

Entergy delivers electricity to 
2.8 million utility customers in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Texas. It has annual revenues 
of more than $10 billion and ap-
proximately 15,000 employees.

Payment help available to Entergy 
Mississippi customers in need
Federal government releases 
LIHEAP funds to help pay utility bills
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Comedian Hen Sapp entertains the audience ahead of 
his brother Marvin Sapp at Greater Bethlehem Temple.

Lodena Sapp Holified, mother of Marvin Sapp, attends 
his concert with friends from Forest, Miss., Minnie Wil-
liams-Hunter and Connie Stewart.

In this Aug. 14, 2012 photo James Meredith, the first black student to integrate 
the University of Mississippi in 1962, speaks to an audience at a reading at a 
Jackson, Miss., book store. Meredith’s current book outlines his impression 
of race relations, integration and the statue the university erected to com-
memorate his integration of the liberal arts school. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis) 

Kenneth Campbell, presi-
dent and founder of Black 
Alliance for Educational  
Options

Kimberly Smith Russ, Mis-
sissippi director for Black 
Alliance for Educational Op-
tions

be bound by history and tradition 
to a system that is serving our kids 
least well,” Campbell said.

He said response in Mississippi 
to BAEO’s efforts has been good. 
“We were strong supporters of the 
charter school measure that was 
passed into law last year. Now 
groups are working to get schools 
started, and I believe in 2015 we’ll 
have a number of schools here in 
Jackson,” Campbell said.

Leading the effort in Mississippi 

is state director Kimberly Smith 
Russ, who has been with BAEO 
for a little over a year. “BAEO 
has been educating legislators and 
talking to people and helping to 
get them engaged, in Mississippi, 
Russ said. 

“We are making sure they know 
what advocacy looks likes and 
how they can be a part of the pro-
cess and help move this initiative 
forward,” she added. Russ has 
taught agriculture at Alcorn State 

University and Mississippi State 
University.

Sapp’s mother, Lodena Sapp 
Holified, who lives in Forest, 
Miss., attended with a group of 
friends from her hometown. His 
brother, comedian Hen Sapp, had 
the audience in stitches during his 
performance. Singer Latice Craw-
ford opened for Sapp.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 260-4232. 

Ole miss
Continued from page 1



Nearly 100 JPS gifted students 
competed in the Open Doors 
Scrabble Tournament Friday, Jan. 
17, 2014. Students in grades 4-6 
stretched their word knowledge in 
the daylong competition. Champi-
ons were determined after several 
rounds of play. Awards were given 
for first through third place win-
ners at each grade level.

Scrabble, the popular board 
game, is a proven educational 
tool. It improves students’ criti-
cal thinking and problem-solving 
skills. It also builds students’ vo-
cabulary skills. According to re-
search, additional benefits to play-
ers include:

Improving spelling skills
Enhancing math skills
Improving memory and prepar-

ing the brain for long term storage, 
retention, and retrieval of informa-
tion
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5th grade winners

4th grade winners

5th grade winner who tied for 2nd place in JPS Scrabble tournament

6th grade winners

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba encourages 
student and business participation for the 
2014 Summer Youth Employment Program

JPS gifted students compete in annual 
Open Doors Scrabble tournament

The City of Jackson is an-
nouncing the registration 
period for the 2014 Mayor’s 
Summer Youth Employment 
Program in the City of Jack-
son. The 2014 registration is 
currently underway and will 
last until Friday, March 7, 
2014.

The Mayor’s Summer 
Youth Employment Program 
offers students the oppor-
tunity to gain experience in 
the workforce. Students are 
placed with local businesses 
and city departments to gain 
knowledge and skills in a va-
riety of fields.

“I’m encouraging parents 
to get youth involved with 
this educational program be-
cause it helps build character, 
and provides opportunities 
for young people to grow and 
develop their skills in the ar-
eas of leadership, team work 
and visionary thinking,” said 

Mayor Lumumba. “We need 
to prepare the future leaders 
of our city, and education and 
youth programs are key com-
ponents in this process.”

The program is open to 
youth between the ages of 
16 and 24 who are currently 
enrolled in school. The fol-
lowing documentation must 
be provided:
• Birth certificate
• Social Security card
• Parent’s or guardian’s 

proof of income
• School ID or Driver Li-

cense or State ID
Parents and students can 

pick up applications at lo-
cal high schools or visit the 
Department of Human and 
Cultural Services at the Me-
trocenter Mall. Applications 
will be accepted Monday 
through Friday between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Interviews for the program 
will be conducted during the 

March 11 -14, 2014.
The City is also encour-

aging local businesses to 
participate in the program 
by providing internships for 
students. Local businesses 
who are interested in provid-
ing internships for the 2014 
Mayor’s Summer Youth Em-
ployment Program can con-
tact the Family & Youth Di-
vision at 601-960-0326.

For more information 
about the Mayor’s Summer 
Youth Employment Program, 
contact the Family & Youth 
Division at 601-960-0326.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

2014 JPS Scrabble tournament winners
Fourth Grade

• Rayfield Adams, 1st, Davis Magnet
• Garrianna Cavett, 2nd, Key
• Jamari Williams, 3rd, Poindexter

Fifth Grade
• Jack Sewell, 1st, McWillie
• Xenia Minton, 2nd, McWillie

• Or’Myiae Bogan, 2nd, Poindexter
• Mechelle Yarn, 3rd, Baker

Sixth Grade
• Camryn Sheriff, 1st, McWillie
• Evan Morrisey,  2nd, Bailey
• Ellie Caraway, 3rd, Bailey
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A Bagley College of Engineer-
ing (BCOE) student has earned a 
scholarship funded by two Mis-
sissippi State University alumni. 
Jackson-native and Jim Hill High 
School graduate DeAnna Brown, a 
sophomore in aerospace engineer-
ing, received the SOL Engineering 
Services, LLC Scholarship.

The scholarship is awarded to 
students in good standing who have 
participated in the Louis Stokes 
Mississippi Alliance for Minority 
Participation or the Summer Bridges 
Program. Recipients must be from 
the Lowndes County area, prefer-
ably graduates of West Lowndes 
High School or the Canton Public 
School District in Madison County.

Brown said the scholarship has 
helped in many ways.“As some-
one who cannot afford school, it 
helps me to stay in college without 
accumulating thousands of dollars 
in debt,” Brown said. Being the re-
cipient of the scholarship has even 
helped Brown outside the class-
room. “It allowed me to be able to 
afford the travel expenses to my 
summer internship at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Lab in Pasadena, Ca-
lif.” Brown said. “That opportunity 
alone has opened numerous doors 
for my future. Undergraduate work 
experience at an institute such as 
NASA is invaluable.” More infor-
mation about the Bagley College of 
Engineering can be found at http://
www.bagley.msstate.edu.

SOL owners and BCOE indus-
trial engineering alumni, Willie 
O’Neal Jr. and Derek Starling Sr., 
established the scholarship in 2008 
to promote African-American ad-
vancement and success in engineer-
ing.

A native of Crawford, Miss., 
O’Neal said he and Starling estab-
lished the scholarship to give back 
to the students of the communities 
that assisted in grooming us to be-
come who we are today.’

Starling grew up in Canton. “We 
wanted to have a more positive im-
pact on the communities where we 
grew up that poured life-learning 
lessons into us during our early 
years of development,” O’Neal said. 
“Those communities were very in-

strumental in shaping our lives in 
a positive way and this serves as a 
way for us to provide others a leg-
up on their journey. Ultimately, it is 
our goal to leave a legacy which aids 
in shaping the lives of future engi-
neering students from Mississippi, 
in general, for generations to come.”

Based in Jackson, SOL Engi-
neering Services offers services in 
civil and transportation engineering; 
program, project and construction 
management; facilities support and 
logistics management; emergency 
management; informational tech-
nology; enterprise resource plan-
ning; and environmental consulting.

For more information about SOL 
Engineering Services, visit http://
www.solengrs.com.

More than 130 JPS gifted stu-
dents competed in the Open Doors 
Chess tournament held Feb. 14, 
2014. Competitors in grades 3-5 
took part in the daylong event at 
the JSU Mississippi e-Center. The 
winners were announced at the end 
of the five rounds of play.

Chess has long been used to sup-
port learning in JPS gifted class-
rooms. It improves students’ criti-
cal thinking and problem-solving 
skills. Playing chess also enhances 
memory and increases concentra-
tion. Those benefits boost confi-
dence and improve academic per-
formance.

Team Results:
Elementary (Grades 3-5). Mid-

dle (Grade 6)
1st-North Jackson. 1st-Bailey
2nd-Davis and Power APAC 

(Tie). 2nd-Kirksey
3rd-Baker. 3rd-Blackburn
Individual Results:
GRADE 3
Rank, Name, School
#1 Jitarlous Jones, North Jack-

son
#2 Jaquavious Fleming, North 

Jackson
#3 Ryan Lazard, North Jackson
#4 Kaitlyn Walker, Davis Mag-

net

#5 Justice Bronson, 
Baker

#6 Ardarlus Stasher, 
Brown

#7 Graham Morrison, 
Davis

#8 Abby Sivak, Mc-
Willie

#9 Julien Beacha, 
Davis

#10 Robert Miller, 
Smith

GRADE 4
Rank, Name, School
#1 Talia Buxbaum, 

Power APAC
#2 Tashun McCarty, Baker
#3 Jalen Rees, Power APAC
#4. Dylan Phillips, North Jack-

son
#5 Jamarcus Jones, McWillie
#6 Marvin Jackson, McWillie
#7 Kahleighce Bell, Woodville 

Heights
#8 Kennieth Green, Power APAc
#9 Jomare Bolden, North Jack-

son
#10 James Irwin, Casey
GRADE 5
Rank. Name. School
#1 MeKayla Cook, Davis
#2, William Griffin, North Jack-

son
#3 Caleb Jenkins, Davis
#4 Justin Harris, North Jackson

#5 Donovan Jarrell, Davis
#6 Brandon Minor, Power 

APAC
#7 Lain Brumley, McWillie
#8 Travon McCarty, Baker
#9 Christopher Foreman, Brown
#10 Zachary Henry, North Jack-

son
GRADE 6
Rank. Name. School
#1 Elijah Palmer, Kirksey
#2 Charlie Young, Bailey
#3. Gabe Whittley, Bailey
#4 Adrian Land, Bailey
#5 Travis Adams, McWillie
#6 Shamarl Johnson, Blackburn
#7 Julian Hicks, Blackburn
#8 Kaylon Fulgham, Chastain
#9 Cameron Cook, Powell
#10 Amarlon Vaughn, Powell

EDUCATION

Game Plan Scholars, Inc. of 
Ohio will join youth in Jackson 
as they smile for the camera, walk 
the Red Carpet, interview with lo-
cal media and pledge to strive for 
excellence in their personal, edu-
cational, spiritual and career goals. 

The Red Carpet Media Day and 
Induction ceremony will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 22, at 11:30 a.m. 
The host location for the event is 
Central Community Church of 
God, 2305 St. Charles St. Jackson.

Thirty five youth will be induct-

ed into the Game Plan Scholars 
Youth Development and Schol-
arship program. Invited guests 
include representatives from the 
Mayor’s Office, The Pride of For-
est Hill Drum Line, Messengers of 
Christ Mime Ministry of Jackson 
and Expression thru Ballet by In-
dia Simone Hart of Toledo, Ohio. 
The event is free and open to the 
public.

The purpose of the Media Day 
kick-off is to publicly acknowl-
edge the positive steps that youth 
and young adults are taking to-

wards their future. It is also to 
boost self-esteem and expose 
youth to public speaking as they 
interview with local media. 

Roxanne Hammond, Game 
Plan Scholars’ founder and CEO 
is committed to helping youth and 
young adults defy statistics by 
helping them develop a game plan 
to succeed in life regardless of the 
obstacles they face. Hammond 
firmly believes that we can “re-
vive our communities by invest-
ing in our youth” and is dedicating 
her life to extending the program 

throughout the United States. 
Participants who excel in the 

program have the opportunity to 
compete for five scholarships.

Game Plan Scholars is an Ohio-
based company that was estab-
lished as a live pilot program 
from 2009 to 2011 and officially 
launched as a legal entity in June 
of 2012. Game Plan Scholars has 
served over 350 youth and young 
adults throughout the United 
Sates. The program uses profes-
sional sports, monthly career box 
challenges, community service, 

onsite-competitions and scholar-
ships to empower youth in a fun 
yet effective way.

For additional information 

about Game Plan Scholars go to 
www.gameplanscholars.org or 
contact the office at 614.472.8480 
ext.119.

Game Plan Scholars to hold Red Carpet Media Day and 
Induction ceremony for youth striving for excellence
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Starling, Brown and O’Neal

Bailey APAC, Overall 1st Place, Middle

Power APAC, 2nd Place, Elem. (tie)

North Jackson, 1st Place, Elem

Davis, 2nd Place, Elem. (tie)

Baker 3rd Place, Elem.

Jackson native earns alumni funded scholarship for engineering minorities

JPS students compete in chess tournament

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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An estimated 15 million Ameri-
cans are sandwiched between two 
generations and working to sup-
port both, according to the Pew 
Research Center. Known as the 
“Sandwich Generation,” these 
adults struggle to balance caring 
for their children and their elderly 
parents.

“Staying organized is important 
to ensure that loved ones aren’t 
ignored in the hustle and bustle 
of a hectic family schedule,” 
said Mark Armstrong, founder 
and CEO of ComForcare Senior 
Services and At Your Side Home 
Care, an international senior care 
franchise that provides in-home, 
non-medical care to seniors and 
others in need of assistance.

Armstrong is offering some 
juggling tips for family caregiv-
ers:

Map out doctor’s appointments, 
prescription pick-up dates, school 
talent shows and other planned 
events on a calendar or on your 
smart phone to avoid double 
booking and overextending your-
self.

Members of the sandwich gen-
eration often feel they don’t spend 
enough time with their children 
because they’re busy caring for 
their parents and vice versa. Com-
bat this issue with intergenera-

tional activities, such as cooking 
dinner, taking a walk and watch-
ing a movie.

Caring for another human being 
for an extended period of time can 
take its toll on even the most car-

ing and nurturing of people. Don’t 
be afraid to ask for help. It may 
mean alternating days with a rela-
tive or bringing in a professional 
caregiver.

Watch out for these red flags 

that could mean your aging rela-
tive is in need of additional as-
sistance: mismatched, wrinkled 
or soiled clothing, weight loss or 
gain, trouble remembering names 
or an unclean home.

Discuss the possibility of hir-
ing a professional caregiver to 
relieve some strain on you. A 
caregiver can help your loved one 
age safely and comfortably in his 
or her own home by providing a 
wide range of non-medical home 
care services, including help with 
bathing, hairstyling and dressing, 
incontinence care, medication re-
minders, chores and light exercise 
assistance.

Look for a company that of-
fers a wide range of services 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 
including holidays. For example, 
ComForcare Senior Services and 
At Your Side Home Care, develop 
a customized care plan based on 
an in-home evaluation by a nurse 
and provides ongoing training and 
education to caregivers. 

Even you need some care 
sometimes. Set aside “me” time 
every day to do something just for 
you and you’ll be able to return to 
your caregiving duties refreshed 
and ready to help.

Every so often, take the time to 
address the challenges facing you 
and your aging loved one.

HEALTH

Helpful advice when 
caring for aging loved ones
StatePoint

CHICAGO - Doctor ratings 
are less popular than those of 
toasters, cars and movies when 
it comes to online consumer 
sites. That’s according to a 
survey that found most adults 
hadn’t checked online physi-
cian reviews - and most said 
a conveniently located office 
and accepting patients’ health 
insurance was more important.

Still, the sites do appear to 
be swaying opinions. About a 
third of patients who viewed 
online sites sought out or 
avoided physicians based on 
their ratings.

The findings come from a na-
tionally representative Internet-
based survey of 2,137 adults. 
Results were published online 
Feb. 18 in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association.

The 2012 survey may over-
estimate awareness among the 
general population, since about 
one in five Americans don’t 
have Internet access. But the 
researchers attempted to com-
pensate for that by providing 
free Internet-connected com-
puters for consumers without 
access.

The results suggest that on-
line doctor ratings have gained 
popularity since earlier sur-
veys. That’s a concern since 
there’s no way to know if a 
review is real or fake, or what 
might have motivated the re-
viewer, said lead author Dr. 
David Hanauer, a pediatrician 
and associate professor at the 
University of Michigan.

More than one-third of those 
surveyed had checked out on-
line reviews for movies, restau-
rants, appliances or electron-
ics, and more than one in four 
viewed online car ratings. But 
less than one in five said they 
had viewed online physician 
ratings.

Consumer reviews of doc-
tors’ can be found on dozens 
of online sites, including some 
that only rate doctors and oth-
ers like yelp.com that cover a 
panoply of goods and services. 
Most reviewers don’t include 
their full names or remain 
anonymous.

Some doctors who oppose 
the idea make their patients 
sign “gag orders” agreeing not 
to post comments about them 
online. Hanauer said he doesn’t 
do that. He added that he hasn’t 
found any reviews of himself 
online.

The American Medical As-

sociation - the nation’s largest 
physicians’ group - is wary of 
the sites.

“Anonymous online opinions 
of physicians should be taken 
with a grain of salt, and should 
certainly not be a patient’s sole 
source of information when 
looking for a new physician,” 
Dr. Ardis Dee Hoven, AMA’s 
president, said in a statement.

Hanauer questioned whether 
doctors should be subject to 
“crowdsourced” reviews like 
other commodities. He said 
doctors risk getting bad re-
views for sound medical advice 
simply because patients don’t 
agree with it. For example, 
antibiotics only fight bacteria 
but parents often want pedia-
tricians to prescribe them for 
kids’ colds or other viruses. 
Doctors’ refusals might result 
in a bad review, but that would 
be misleading, he said.

Roberta Clarke, a Boston 
University health care market-
ing specialist, said there’s no 
reason that doctors shouldn’t 
be the focus of consumer re-
views, but that online sites need 
to do a better job of providing 
meaningful information.

There are no standards, some 
sites charge a fee to look at 
doctor reviews, and sites that 
use stars or checkmarks don’t 
always explain what’s being 
rated, Clarke said.

Oliver Kharraz, founder of 
ZocDoc.com said his New 
York-based site avoids the pit-
falls of many by offering more 
than just reviews. Patients can 
schedule appointments on the 
site with doctors who pay to be 
listed, and only patients who 
make appointments are allowed 
to give reviews. Patients also 
get suggested topics for review 
including bedside manner and 
waiting times.

“The review needs to be done 
right in order for it to make 
sense,” he said.

Lori Goldstein, a beauty sa-
lon owner in Chicago’s sub-
urbs, said she has used online 
ratings sites to help find doctors 
for her mother and herself, and 
has written bad online reviews 
for her fathers’ doctors because 
she thinks they give him too 
many prescriptions.

“I wanted to warn people,” 
she said.

But Goldstein said consum-
ers have to be smart about us-
ing online doctor reviews.

“You have to be careful be-
cause you can’t believe every-
thing,” she said.

WASHINGTON - Like 78 mil-
lion other Americans, Mary-Jane 
Harrison is obese.

And like many critically over-
weight Americans, Harrison can-
not afford to have weight loss 
surgery because her health insur-
ance doesn’t cover it. The financial 
burden makes it nearly impossible 
for her to follow the advice of three 
physicians who have prescribed 
the stomach-shrinking procedure 
for Harrison, who is four-feet, 10 
inches and weighs 265 pounds.

Harrison’s health insurance 
plan, provided by UnitedHealth, 
excludes coverage of any surgical 
procedures for weight loss. As a re-
sult, she and her family are trying to 
raise $15,000 to pay for the surgery 
that she thinks will save her life.

“I am now 53 and I don’t think 
I’m going to live to be 55,” said 
Harrison, 53, who lives outside of 
San Antonio and has tried for years 
to lose weight through dieting and 
exercise. “When you feel your 
health deteriorating this fast, you 
know it.”

UnitedHealth said it can’t legally 
comment on Harrison’s health plan 
unless she signs a privacy waiver. 
But Harrison declined to sign one 
due to concerns about how the com-
pany might use the information.

Harrison’s case underscores a 
surprising trend: While the number 
of obese Americans persists at re-
cord levels, the number of patients 
undergoing weight loss surgery 
hasn’t budged in a decade.

Last year, about 160,000 U.S. 
patients underwent weight loss 
surgery - roughly the same number 
as in 2004. That’s only about one 
percent of the estimated 18 million 
adults who qualify nationwide for 
the surgery, according to the Amer-
ican Society for Metabolic and Bar-
iatric Surgery.

“If we were talking about breast 
cancer, no one would be content 
with having only one percent of 
that population treated,” said Dr. 
John Morton, professor of surgery 
at Stanford University. “Yet if you 
look at the impact of obesity on life 
expectancy, it’s by far one of the 
most dangerous conditions we have 

in public health.”
Surgeons blame a combination of 

factors for the stagnating numbers, 
including the economic downturn 
and a social stigma against resort-
ing to surgery to treat weight prob-
lems. But insurance coverage is the 
largest hurdle, they said.

Nearly two-thirds of health plans 
sponsored by employers don’t cov-
er weight loss surgery, which can 
cost between $15,000 and $25,000. 
Those that do, often mandate that 
patients meet a number of require-
ments, including special diets and 
psychological evaluations, before 
they can get the procedure covered.

And early signs indicate many of 
the same challenges seen in the pri-
vate market have carried over to the 
new, state-run insurance exchanges 
that are part of the health care over-
haul: Only 24 states require insur-
ers to cover weight loss surgery for 
patients. And when the procedure 
is covered, many plans require pa-
tients to pay up to 50 percent of the 
cost out of pocket.

Insurers have said for years 
that bariatric surgery should only 
be used as a last resort, hence the 
many preliminary requirements 
and evaluations.

“All major surgeries are risky. 
This one is life altering, and if there 
is an approach that’s less invasive 
and less risky for the patient, you 
want to try that one first,” said, 
Susan Pisano, a spokeswoman for 
America’s Health Insurance Plans, 
an insurance industry trade group.

But the insurance hurdles are 
pushing up against new medi-
cal guidelines urging doctors to 
more aggressively address obe-
sity, including referring patients 
for surgery. Guidelines issued in 
November by the American Heart 
Association, the American College 
of Cardiology and the Obesity So-
ciety call on doctors to calculate a 
patient’s body mass index - an es-
timate of body fat based on weight 
and height - each year, and recom-
mend surgery for those who face 
the most serious health problems.

More than a third of U.S. adults 
are obese - defined as someone 
with a BMI of 30 or higher - and 
that’s been the case since the mid-
dle of the last decade. Weight loss 
surgery is recommended for those 
with a BMI of 40 or those with a 
BMI of 35 who have other risk 
factors for heart disease such as 
diabetes or high blood pressure. A 
5-foot-9 person would be obese at 
203 pounds.

The most popular procedure is 
gastric bypass, which involves sta-
pling off a small pouch from the 
rest of the stomach and connecting 
it to the small intestine. Patients eat 
less because the pouch holds little 
food, and they absorb fewer calo-
ries because much of the intestine 
is bypassed. Another procedure 
called gastric banding places an 
inflatable ring over the top of the 
stomach to restrict how much food 
it can hold.

The latest long-term studies show 

that the typical patient loses about 
30 percent of their excess weight 
with the bypass procedure and 17 
percent with the band after three 
years. That compares with weight 
loss of just two to eight percent 
with diet and lifestyle changes. Re-
searchers estimate the initial costs 
of surgery are recouped within two 
to nine years, as patients cut down 
on prescriptions, trips to the doctor 
and emergency hospital care.

On top of all that, two ground-
breaking 2012 studies suggest by-
pass surgery can reverse and pos-
sibly cure diabetes.

But only 37 percent of health 
plans that are sponsored by em-
ployers cover weight loss surgery, 
according to benefits consulting 
firm Mercer. At large corporations, 
the coverage rate 
is higher at 58 
percent, but most 
Americans work 
for smaller busi-
nesses.

The benefit 
is often hardest 
to find in states 
that have the 
highest levels of 
obesity, such as 
Mississippi and 
Arkansas, where 
less than 25 per-
cent of employ-
ers cover weight 
loss surgery. 
Both states have 
obesity rates 
over 34 percent, 
the highest in the 
country.

Harrison takes 
11 medications 
to control condi-
tions related to 
her weight, sur-
gery increasingly 
seems like her 
only hope.

“I spend every 
day worrying 
about how much 
time I have left. 
Everything hurts 
and my health 
issues get worse 
all the time,” 
Harrison said.

Online MD reviews: cars, 
movie sites more popular

Few eligible patients can 
get weight loss surgery

   each year, more than 100,000 
americans are diagnosed with blood 
and bone marrow cancers.  most 
of these patients experience a fast 
growth of abnormal blood cells that 
prevents normal cells from doing their 
jobs (including fighting off infection 
and disease), but very little is known 
about the causes of blood cancers.  
however, connections have been 
discovered to exist between leukemia 
and excessive exposure to radiation, 
as well as to benzene (a chemical 
found in cigarettes, solvents, and 
the natural environment).  leukemia 
most commonly occurs in adults 
over 45.  hodgkin’s lymphoma is the 
least common type of lymphoma, but 
it is one of the most curable forms of 
cancer.

   When a patient and those who care 
about them are confronted with a 
cancer diagnosis, many problems 
and challenges will arise.  trying 
to cope with these problems is 
much easier when patients have 
information and resources available 
to them.  if you or a loved one have 
been diagnosed with cancer, finding a 
doctor and treatment facility for your 
cancer care is an important step to 
getting the best treatment possible.  
the mississippi CanCer instiute 
offers a level caring and compassion 
you can only find at home.  to 
schedule a consultation, please call 
(601) 249-5510.  We are located at 1501 
aston avenue.  research continues 
to focus on mutations in the body’s 
Dna that could trigger myeloma and 
lymphoma.

CanCers OF the blOOD

AP Photo/David Duprey

In this Monday, Feb. 3, 2014, photo, Mary-Jane Harrison spends time with her 
granddaughter, Robyn, in San Antonio. Like nearly 78 million American adults, 
Harrison is obese, and because of stress fractures in her legs she is unable 
to able to walk up or down the stairs of her two-story home. AP PHoto/ERIc GAy

By Matthew Perrone
AP Health Writer

By Lindsey tanner 
AP Medical Writer
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EU’s stance forces U.S. 
executioners to improviseMusic death suspect 

compared self to rape victim
BRUSSELS - There’s one big 

reason the United States has a 
dearth of execution drugs so acute 
that some states are considering 
solutions such as firing squads 
and gas chambers: Europe won’t 
allow the drugs to be exported be-
cause of its fierce hostility to capi-
tal punishment.

The phenomenon started nine 
years ago when the European 
Union (EU) banned the export of 
products used for execution, citing 
its goal to be the “leading institu-
tional actor and largest donor to 
the fight against the death penal-
ty.” But beefed up European rules 
mean the results are being most 
strongly felt in the United States 
now, with shortages becoming 
chronic and controversial execu-
tions making headlines.

In Ohio last month, Dennis 
McGuire took 26 minutes to die 
after a previously untested mix of 
chemicals began flowing into his 
body, gasping repeatedly as he lay 
on a gurney. On Jan. 9, Oklahoma 
inmate Michael Lee Wilson’s last 
words were: “I feel my whole 
body burning.”

The dilemma again grabbed 
national attention this week when 
an Oklahoma pharmacy agreed 
Feb. 17 to refrain from supplying 
an execution drug to the Missouri 
Department of Corrections for an 
upcoming lethal injection. Death 
row inmate Michael Taylor’s rep-
resentatives had argued in a law-
suit that recent executions involv-
ing the drug pentobarbital would 
likely cause “inhumane pain” 
- and, ahead of a hearing set for 
Feb. 18, The Apothecary Shoppe 
said it would not provide the drug.

EU nations are notorious for 
disagreeing on just about every-
thing when it comes to common 
policy, but they all strongly - and 
proudly - agree on one thing: abol-
ishing capital punishment.

Europe saw totalitarian regimes 
abuse the death penalty as recent-
ly as the 20th century, and public 
opinion across the bloc is there-
fore staunchly opposed to it.

Europe’s tough stance has 
caused U.S. states to start experi-
menting with new drug mixtures, 
even though convicts’ lawyers and 
activists argue they increase the 
risk of painful prolonged death 
and may violate the constitutional 
ban on cruel and unusual punish-
ment.

In an upcoming execution in 
Louisiana, the state is set to fol-
low Ohio’s example in using the 
untested drug cocktail used in 
McGuire’s execution. It changed 
its execution protocol last week 
to use Ohio’s two-drug combina-
tion because it could no longer 
procure pentobarbital, a powerful 
sedative.

The execution was scheduled 
for February, but was stayed pend-
ing a federal judge’s examination 
in April regarding whether the 
state can proceed with the plan to 
execute Christopher Sepulvado, 
convicted in the 1992 killing of 
his 6-year-old stepson.

“The lethal injection that they 
are using now in certain states 
has never been tested, verified, let 
alone been approved for execu-
tions,” said Maya Foa of Reprieve, 
a London-based charity fighting 
the death penalty. “This amounts 
to using humans as guinea pigs. 
No doctor would ever do that.”

Ohio prosecutors counter that 
condemned inmates are not enti-
tled to a pain-free execution under 
the Constitution.

Even if the effect of the two 
drugs used by Ohio “presents 
some inherent risk of discomfort, 
that does not amount to cruel and 
unusual punishment,” Christopher 
Conomy, an assistant Ohio attor-
ney general, argued in court docu-
ments last month.

The U.S. execution dilemma 
goes back to 2005, when the EU 
restricted exports of goods “for 
the purpose of capital punishment 
or for the purpose of torture.” That 
ban includes items such as electric 

chairs and lethal injection sys-
tems.

The drug shortage then started 
biting in 2010 when Hospira Inc., 
the sole U.S. manufacturer of so-
dium thiopental, a sedative that is 
part of the normal three-drug mix-
ture, stopped production. A few 
months later, Hospira dropped 
plans to produce it in Italy be-
cause the government there asked 
for guarantees that it would never 
be used in executions.

As U.S. authorities started look-
ing for other sources, Britain went 
ahead and restricted exports of so-
dium thiopental and other drugs at 
the end of 2010.

“This move underlines this 
government’s ... moral opposi-
tion to the death penalty in all cir-
cumstances,” Business Secretary 
Vince Cable said then.

Germany’s government also 
urged pharmaceutical companies 
to stop exports, and the country’s 
three firms selling sodium thio-
pental promised not to sell to U.S. 
prison authorities.

The EU then updated its export 
regulation in late 2011 to ban the 
sale of eight drugs - including 
pentobarbital and sodium thiopen-
tal - if the purpose is to use them 
in lethal injections.

In the United States, there is a 
variety of reasons why no U.S. 
manufacturer will supply ex-
ecution drugs, from the desire to 
avoid lawsuits to the makers’ own 
opposition to the use of such drugs 
in capital punishment.

Missouri and other states have 
since also resorted to custom-
made batches of drugs, while re-
fusing to divulge which pharmacy 
produced them.

The secrecy has led to new 
lawsuits, not least after safety 
concerns over such drugs arose 
in 2012 after contaminated injec-
tions from a Massachusetts facil-
ity caused a meningitis outbreak 
that killed 64 people and sickened 
hundreds.

The death penalty has been 
abolished or suspended in all de-
veloped economies, except for 
the U.S. and Japan. Execution 
rankings have routinely shown 
the U.S. in the unusual company 
of China, Iran, Saudi-Arabia, Iraq 
and Pakistan.

The number of U.S. executions 
has declined in recent years - from 
a peak of 98 in 1999 to 39 last 
year. Some states have abolished 
the death penalty, and those that 
carry on find executions increas-
ingly difficult to conduct because 
of the drug scarcity and doubts 
about how well they work.

Public support for capital pun-
ishment also appears to be re-
treating. Last year, 60 percent of 
Americans polled said they favor 
the death penalty for convicted 
murderers, the lowest level mea-
sured since 1972, according to 
Gallup.

To counter the drug shortages 
lawmakers in some death penalty 
states - Missouri, Virginia and 
Wyoming - are now considering 
bringing back execution methods 
such as firing squads, electrocu-
tions and gas chambers.

There are still about 3,000 in-
mates on death row.

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 
- The Florida software de-
signer accused of killing a 
black teenager during an 
argument over loud music 
compared himself to a rape 
victim, telling his fiancee in 
a recorded jailhouse phone 
call that the police were 
trying to blame him for the 
shooting when he was only 
defending himself.

In a series of taped phone 
calls and jailhouse visits 
released Feb. 17 by pros-
ecutors, Michael Dunn also 
expressed surprise at the 
media attention his No-
vember 2012 shooting of 
17-year-old Jordan Davis 
outside a Jacksonville con-
venience store had drawn 
and expressed confidence 
that he would be exoner-
ated once a jury heard all 
the facts.

Dunn, 47, was convicted 
Feb. 15 of three counts of 
attempted second-degree 
murder for shooting at 
three of Davis’ friends who 
were all inside an SUV, but 
the jury hung on a first-
degree murder charge for 
Davis’ death. Dunn, who 
is white, has argued that he 
fired at Davis after the teen 
threatened him and raised 
a shotgun or something 
that looked like one after 
he asked the teens to turn 
down their rap music. No 
shotgun was found in the 
SUV.

Dunn is facing 60 years 
in prison when sentenced 
and State Attorney Angela 
Corey said she will retry 
him on the murder charge, 
which carries a potential 
life sentence. A phone mes-
sage left for Dunn’s attor-
ney, Cory Strolla, was not 
immediately returned.

In a December 2012 
phone call with his fian-
cee, Rhonda Rouer, Dunn 
compares himself to a rape 
victim, saying the detec-
tives wanted to blame him 
for the shooting, not Davis 
and his friends. Inmates at 
the Duval County Jail are 
warned that all phone con-
versations and visits will be 
recorded and can be shared 
with prosecutors except for 
those with their attorneys.

“So not to wallow in, you 
know, despair or anything, 
but you know I was think-
ing a lot about this today 
and I was like I’m, I’m the 
victim here,” Dunn told 
Rouer. “I was the one that 
was being preyed upon and 
I fought back.

“And then, you know, it’s 
not quite the same, but it 
made me think of like the 
old TV shows and mov-
ies where, like, how police 
used to think when a chick 
got raped, ‘Oh, it’s her fault 
because of the way she was 
dressed.’ Yeah, and I’m 
like, so it’s my fault be-
cause I asked them to turn 
their music down,” he said 
in a laughing voice. “I got 

attacked and I fought back 
because I don’t want to be a 
victim and now I’m in trou-
ble. I refuse to be a victim 
and now I’m incarcerated.”

Dunn then told Rouer 
that he had no motive to 
shoot Davis other than self-
defense. Apparently refer-
encing his engagement to 
Rouer and his son’s wed-
ding, which he had attend-
ed right before the shoot-
ing, he said his life had 
been “perfect.”

“On TV they always talk 

about motive. You know 
you’ve got to have motive, 
you’ve got to show motive. 
Well, what’s my f------ mo-
tive?” he asked Rouer.

“I mean as I was trying to 
tell the police, I wouldn’t 
do this at this point in my 
life. They’re like, what’s 
the matter, what’s going on 
in your life, and I was like, 
it’s perfect. My life is great 
and I would never do any-
thing like this to jeopardize 
that.”

“The more I think about 
it, I am just super confi-
dent that if they take this 
to trial it’s going to be a 
short deliberation cause, 
you know, um, just be-
cause. I cannot imagine 
why those two boys (Da-
vis’ friends) are fibbing. 
So they are.”

In another conversa-
tion with Rouer, Dunn 
expressed his frustration, 
saying, “I’m the victor, 
but I was the victim, too.”

In an earlier conversa-
tion with his father, Phil-
lip Dunn, shortly after the 
shooting, Michael Dunn 
seems surprised the case 
had gotten the attention of 
the Jacksonville and na-
tional media.

“Well, it’s gone viral,” 
Phillip Dunn said.

“In a good way or a 
bad way?” Michael Dunn 
asked.

“A bad way,” his father 
said. “Shoots black kid 
over loud music.”

“I made it very clear to 
the police,” Dunn said.

“Yeah, that it had noth-
ing to do with it. We know 
what’s going on,” Phillip 
Dunn said.

Dunn indicated he un-
derstood his situation 
early.

“I’m hoping to be exon-
erated. It’s either that or 
life,” he said at one point.

“No, I don’t think so. 
I think you’re going to 
come out good,” his father 
said.

“I sure hope so, Pop.”
“You’re a good per-

son. I think pretty much 
anybody’d have done the 
same thing,” Phillip Dunn 
said.

Later in the conversa-
tion, Phillip Dunn re-
flected on his son’s situ-
ation.

“What a shame. Here 
you had the world by the 
tail. All your bills were 
paid, you had 10 grand in 
the bank. Life was good. 
Your boy just got mar-
ried. It’s kind of a shame,” 
Phillip Dunn said.

Defendant Michael Dunn is brought into the courtroom just before 5 
p.m., where Judge Russell Healey announced that the jury was dead-
locked on charge one and have verdicts on the other three charges 
as they deliberate in the trial of Dunn, Saturday, Feb. 15, 2014, for the 
shooting death of Jordan Davis in November 2012. (AP Photo/The Flor-
ida Times-Union, Bob Mack, Pool)

FILE - This undated file photo 
provided by the Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction 
shows Dennis McGuire. In Ohio, 
in January 2014, McGuire took 26 
minutes to die after a previously 
untested mix of chemicals began 
flowing into his body, gasping re-
peatedly as he lay on a gurney. (AP 
Photo/Ohio Department of Reha-
bilitation and Correction, File)

By Derek Kinner 
Associated Press

By Juergen Baetz 
Associated Press



Well, it’s week 
three of Black 
History Month.  
Okay, I’ve said it 
and now I’m still 
trying to deter-
mine if I’m being 

sarcastic or sympathetic by us-
ing that opening line.

As I sat on my couch trying 
to figure out what I wanted to 
share with you (our readers), 
this week, I began to remi-
nisce about the Black History 
Day observances of my youth. 
Then, it hit me - it doesn’t seem 
that Black History Month is 
observed the way it was many 
years ago.

Yes, there are still relevant 
and prevalent observances in 
churches and schools across the 
country, but it seems just a few 
short years ago we were intro-
duced to more activities that 
exposed us to our ancestors, as 
well as up and coming leaders 
of color.

I have not always had cable, 
but I can remember a time 
when television stations de-
voted movies, TV specials, and 
documentaries to the month. 
Now, with the exception of 
regular broadcasting from BET, 
TV One, and a few other sta-
tions, I struggle to find the 
programs during February that 
highlight the accomplishments 
of people of color. Yes, I do 
know that now programming 
is more accessible. You can in-
stantly watch almost anything 
you want at any given time of 
the day, but the problem that I 
have with that is there is still a 
generation of people who have 
never been exposed to a lot of 
the classic programs that help 
to enlighten generations or even 
an abundance of activities that 
focus on the contributions of 
blacks. Because of this, the to-
day’s generation really doesn’t 
know what they are looking for 
when they begin their search 
for the consumption of great 
African American entertain-
ment and I’m not referring to 
programs like 106 and Park (a 
BET favorite), as a show that 
meets the needs of learning 
about great African American 
contributions.

Last week in my column, I 
shared the birth of Black His-
tory Week, now Black History 
Month, and the successes of 
its founding father, Carter G.  
Woodson, a professor at How-
ard University in Washington, 
D.C.; and the recognition that 
he set out to bring to the Ne-
groes who walked before him, 
with him, and now, after him.

I reminded many of you that 
in 1920, Woodson finally came 
across an idea that would for-
ever associate his name with 
Black History Month. Negro 

Literature and History Week, as 
it was named by Woodson and 
his fraternity brothers of Ome-
ga Psi Phi, was observed one 
week in February. Our history 
lesson continued as I shared 
with you that in 1925, the name 
was changed to National Negro 
Achievement Week and then in 
February 1926, Woodson chose 
the second week in February 
as the week of celebration be-
cause it marked the birthdays of 
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass. Undergoing yet an-
other name change, Negro His-
tory Week gained in popularity. 
In 1976, it evolved into Black 
History Month.

What I didn’t share with you 
are the programs and lessons 
that our schools and churches 
provided to the students in 
years past. Again, I know, we 
truly only had a week and then a 
month, so everything that could 
possibly be crammed into our 
brains was. I can even recall, 
my high school hosting a Black 
History program one specific 
day and allowing all of the non-
black students to leave because 
they were told that it didn’t af-
fect them. Well, a few of us 
militant students complained 
excessively to the administra-
tion for months and during our 
next observance, all students 
were required to attend.

Yes, it was a different time. 
But it was also an invaluable 
time of growth. It was a time, 
that many worked hard to share 
the accomplishments of the 
black race and did, but now, it 
seems like it’s a time of over-
achievement and because of 
that, it is taken for granted.

This week, I have a plea that 
I’d like to share with all of you 
- find the outlet that works best 
for you but look for and share 
your pride in being able tout the 
accomplishments of a people 
who were once thought to be 
second hand citizens. There is 
so much pride in how it all be-
gan and because of that pride 
a true focus should always be 
available to the masses.

Remember the verse that 
I often share with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your place of 
worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorBible-in-a-Year reading plans

Mt. Helm welcomes Helm Place

The combination of New 
Year’s resolutions and inter-
net accessibility has driven 
millions of Christians to start 
one-year Bible reading plans 
through apps like YouVer-
sion and Bible Gateway. But 
just as commitments to other 
resolutions drop, so do com-
mitments to reading plans.

For Bible Gateway, Janu-
ary 1, 2014, was the peak day 
for starting plans, but traffic 
dropped 30 percent only a 
week later, said internet sys-
tems architect Stephen Smith. 
“By the end of February, read-
ing plan traffic drops by one-
third from January’s overall 
levels, and by the end of May, 
it drops by nearly one-half,” 
said Smith.

Bible Gateway is the Inter-
net’s most visited Christian 
site, with 130 million-plus 
monthly views. The portal of-
fers 180 biblical versions in 
70 languages, and new sys-

tems will enable the Zonder-
van-owned site to better mea-
sure completion rates of its 15 
reading plans during 2014.

But general manager Rachel 
Barach wants readers to focus 
more on comprehension than 
on how many chapters they 
read. “If a reading plan mo-
tivates you, use it,” she said. 
“But if it becomes a chore that 
deters you from Scripture, use 
a devotional, study one book 
in depth, or just randomly 
open to a chapter. Give your 
time to God and let him bless 
you through his Word.”

Still, some see reading 
plans as a way to not only bet-
ter understand the overarch-
ing message of Scripture but 
also connect with the historic 
church. Joel Scandrett, pro-
fessor of historical theology 
at Trinity School for Ministry, 
said daily reading is a funda-
mental discipline dating to the 
early church. “The deep grasp 
of Scripture that this disci-
pline provides is essential to 

Christian discipleship, and 
one-year Bible reading plans 
are a great way to achieve 
that,” he said.

Crossway Books’ Bible 
publishing director, Dane Ort-
land, thinks readers should go 
at their own pace, though he 
said following reading plans 
“forces us to read portions 
of Scripture to which we are 
not naturally drawn, feeding 
us with the whole counsel of 
God and giving us the fullest 
possible picture of who God 
is.”

What matters most is not 
marking off a checklist or 
meeting a quota but grasp-
ing the overarching narrative 
of Scripture and how smaller 
stories fit within that, said 
Kevin Scott, acquisitions edi-
tor for Wesleyan Publishing 
House.

That’s one reason Scripture 
Union developed the Essen-
tial 100 Challenge - a Bible 
reading program built around 
100 short Bible passages, 50 

from the Old Testament and 
50 from the New Testament. 
More than 2.5 million people 
from dozens of nations and 
20 languages have completed 
the challenge. “The real issue 
is not just the renewal of a 
personal spiritual discipline,” 
said Scripture Union USA 
president Whitney Kuniholm. 
“Rather, it’s the renewal of 
the church itself.”

One way Biblica is trying 
to renew the church is by pro-
viding a Bible plan designed 
to be read in community with 
others. Glenn Paauw, Bible 
publisher for Biblica North 
America, said the comple-
tion rate for their Community 
Bible Experience is nearly 80 
percent.

“We’re counting on the fact 
that a literary, readable Bible, 
and reading while regularly 
interacting with others in a 
book club-type model, will 
dramatically improve the out-
come,” said Paauw. “And it 
seems to be happening.”

On Thursday, 
February 13, 
2014, the His-
toric Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church 
hosted the 
groundbreaking 

ceremonies for Helm Place, a 
residential development that 
will boast 88 market rate town-
houses. For roughly three de-
cades, the area that surrounds 
Jackson’s oldest historically 
black congregation has been 
blighted. Homes where doc-
tors and lawyers once lived 
now look like haunted houses. 
The streets, once populated by 
children playing, are crum-
bling and empty. The hopes of 
many of Mt. Helm’s members 
is that Helm Place will bring a 
long awaited and much need-
ed community back to that 
section of the Historic Farish 
Street District. I pray that it 
will.

I was pastoring Mt. Helm 
when city officials approached 
the church with the project 
that was originally slated for 
the Jackson State University 
area. The controversial de-
velopment and its developers, 
Chartre Companies, was re-
sisted by many West Jackson 
community leaders. But then 
Mayor Harvey Johnson and 
later Mayor Chokwe Lumum-
ba believed in what these po-
tential houses could do for the 
capital city and inquired about 
moving the project to the Far-
ish Street District. Maybe that 
belief is what led them to ne-
gotiate with a house of faith.

I was admittedly reluctant 
about it at first. To be sure, I 
knew Mt. Helm had a mission-
al obligation to lead revital-
ization beyond its four walls, 
even as it had a spiritual obli-
gation to support revival and 
reform within the four walls. I 
just wasn’t sure if this compa-
ny and strategy were the best 
fit for our needs and priorities. 

As always, I shared this 
information with members 
of the joint board, the delib-
erating body for the church. 
Almost all of the deacons, 
deaconesses, and trustees that 
compose that board agreed 
that this was the best thing to 
do and wanted to bring it to 
the congregation for further 
decision making.

Though there were some 
who objected for reasons 
good, bad, and indifferent, the 
majority of members joyously 

wanted the church’s leader-
ship to move it forward.

And they did. That was 
about a year ago. Many weeks 
of negotiations, delays, re-
visions, and the like ensued 
between that time and now. 
But the recent groundbreak-
ing said to the congregation 
and the city that Helm Place, 
named in the church’s honor, 
is indeed on the way.

I was invited back to open 
the ceremonies with a time of 
worship. Hymns, responsive 
reading, and an invocation 
marked the event as some-
thing more than your aver-
age political gathering where 
elected officials exult another 
economic expansion. The old-
est black church wanted to let 
the watching city and the state 
know that it was still, first and 
foremost, a church.

Mt. Helm was filled with 
dignitaries for the event. 
Among them 
were former 
Governor Wil-
liam Winter, 
Governor Phil 
Bryant, and 
Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba. I 
sat on the pew 
next to our 
present gover-
nor and mayor, 
who sat next 
to each other 
and exchanged 
handshakes and 
smiles often.

My biggest 
r e s p o n s i b i l -
ity was to offer 
prayer. I want to 
share with you 
what I prayed in 
that sanctuary. I 
hope it blesses 
you as it did 
those gathered.

God of our 
weary years, 

God of our silent tears
Thou who has brought us 

thus far on the way
By Your kind providence 

You were present with our en-
slaved ancestors as they wor-
shiped You in the basement of 
First Baptist Church-Jackson

By that same providence 
Your mighty hand led them 
joyfully from their cruel cap-
tivity to this place, their Prom-
ised Land

By Your loving providence 
You moved upon the hearts of 
Thomas and Elizabeth Helm, 
white Presbyterians whose 
beneficence blessed those first 
black Baptists with property 
and for whom this church is 
honorably named.

By Your preserving provi-
dence, You sustained this 
church in the days when hope 
unborn had died and in the 
days when the demonic pow-
ers of Jim Crow reigned su-

preme. Because of Your grace 
this church and the Farish 
Street District prospered with 
Christian virtue and com-
merce and culture in spite of 
such evil.

Now in these last days, af-
ter many years of neglect and 
abuse, this church and this com-
munity are in need of revival 
and resurrection. So we thank 
You, Lord, for this day, for this 
moment. For by faith we believe 
that these houses are signs of 
new hope and new life. May the 
decline, dereliction, and dilapi-
dation give way to better days 
and better things.

May they and may we be built 
on a sure and strong foundation 
even as we yearn for buildings 
not made by human hands, eter-
nal in the heavens.

Bless Mount Helm and Helm 
Place and all who are gathered 
together today-young and old, 
rich and poor, black and white, 
Democrat and Republican.

To You, O God, be the glory 
in the church and community, 
for great things You have done 
and great things You shall do! 
In the name of our Rock, our 
Foundation, our Strong Tower. 

In Jesus Name, Amen.
The Rev. CJ Rhodes serves 

as rector of the historic Oak-
land Memorial Chapel and 
director of Student Religious 
Life at Alcorn State Univer-
sity. He is a graduate of the 
University of MS and Duke 
University. Pastor Rhodes is 
married to Allison Thomas-
Rhodes.

By Ken Walker
Christianity Today

R E i g n i n g  A n n o u n c E M E n t s

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson, will continue its Third Annual “Back in the Day” Black History Celebration each 
Thursday of the month at 6 p.m. Guest speakers for Feb. 20, and 27, 2014, include: Justice Carlton W. Reeves, Article III federal judge of 
the United States Court for the Southern District of Miss. and Lieutenant Colonel Cherrie L. Davis, who serves the Pentagon as the first 
African American female in this position. Senator Sollie B. Norwood, who represents District 28 of Hinds County, Miss.; and Mayor James 
A. Young, first African American to be elected mayor of Philadelphia, Miss., the site where the three civil rights workers were killed in 1964; 
were earlier speakers for the month. For more information call 601.981.8696.

Lynch Street CME Church, 2175 John R. Lynch St., Jackson, will host a Reclaim Women’s Conference (Restore – Renew – Revive) 
Friday, Feb. 21 and Saturday, Feb. 22. The Friday night event, “Night of Restoration,” will be held 5 – 6:45 p.m. A registration and welcome 
reception will be held. Intercessory prayer will be held at 6:15 p.m. and the “Night of Restoration” service will begin at 7 p.m., which includes 
guests Rev. Roslyn Mafico of Linden-Shorts CME of Atlanta, Rev. Gia’Nicole Thornton, His Glory Ministries of Warner Robins, Ga.; and oth-
ers. The Saturday event “Fun with the Son” guests will be Alisha Gibson of Greater Pearlie Grove Baptist Church and Rev. Amarylis West.  
Special sessions for girls ages 11 – 18 will be held. For more information call 601.352.8886.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park, Flora, will observe Black History Month with a program on Friday, 
Feb. 21, at 8 p.m. and Wednesday through Friday, Feb. 26 – 28, during prayer services. For more information call 601.879-3999.

College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, will continue to celebrate its Black History Living Legends observance Sunday, 
Feb. 23, following the 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. services with a Black History Museum and ending the celebration Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2014. For 
more information call 601.355.2670.
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By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M.Div
Special to The Mississippi Link



Happy week 
three of Black His-
tory Month!

During this 
month of reflec-
tion for our ances-
tors and leaders of 

color and this time of observance 
of our love for the special people 
in our lives, I also want us to focus 
on how to produce more intimacy 
with God.

Let’s begin by examining Job 
42:5, which reads: “I had heard of 
you by the hearing of the ear, but 
now my eye sees you.”

Something we should always 
keep in mind about Job is that al-
though he suffered great pain and 
loss, he didn’t allow his pain to 
push him away from God. In fact, 
he used his pain to press himself 
towards God. If suffering drives 
you away from God chances are 
you weren’t committed or sold out 
to Christ in the first place. All suf-
fering did was expose you for who 
you really are.

Job discovered that the purpose 

for God allowing him to suffer 
so greatly was not to answer the 
question of why, but to give Job 
a revelation of God Himself. You 
may recall the Verizon commer-
cial where the man asked, “Can 
you hear me now?” I believe God 
permitted Job to suffer greatly and 
God perhaps asked Job, “Can you 
see me now?”

Too often when things are going 
well we are either too busy or too 
distracted to really see God, but 
pain can force us to take a serious 
look at God. One writer said, “It is 
not until suffering throws us on our 
backs that we finally look up and 
see God.” 

Through suffering, Job went 
from having a hearsay relationship 
with God to having a face to face 
encounter with God. He went from 
a second hand faith to a firsthand 
relationship with God.

This tells me that if we don’t ever 
suffer we may never have a deeper 
relationship with Christ. Author 
Dave Earley said, “Although his 
mom was raised in a God-fearing 
home, taken to church regularly, 
and was sent to a Christian school, 

she did not meet God personally 
until she almost died of pneumonia 
when she was a teenager.”

King David had a similar experi-
ence. He recognized the presence 
of God even after he was forced to 
live as a refugee (chased by King 
Saul).  He lost his home, his job, 
his wife, his friends and his future, 
but in the midst of all of this, David 
wrote Psalm 34:18, “God is near to 
those who have a broken heart, and 
saves those who have a crushed 
spirit.” 

The Hebrew word (qarowb) 
means near and it means near of 
kin. God is a relative of the broken 
hearted. A broken heart is irresist-
ible to God. He can’t help Himself, 
He has to run to the broken heart. 
A contrite heart is very attractive 
to God.

I’d like to close this week by 
sharing a story about Sheila Walsh, 
a woman who admitted herself into 
a psychiatric hospital iin Washing-
ton D.C. She was extremely afraid 
that she would end up like her fa-
ther who died in a psychiatric hos-
pital when he was in his 30s. She 
wrote: “I did not understand that 

God’s most precious gifts come in 
boxes that make your hands bleed 
when you open them, but inside is 
what you have been looking for 
all of your life. Only God can do 
that. In my affliction, I longed to be 
rescued, but God gave me relation-
ship. I wanted to be delivered, but 
God gave me companionship in 
the ruins.”

I look forward to sharing more 
with you nextweek. Until then, 
continue to learn about the gifts 
of God, as you better understand 
“The Need for Bad Things to Hap-
pen to God’s People.”

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Center, 
464 Church Rd., Madison. He 
and wife Minister Yolanda are the 
proud parents of three daughters: 
Noel, Leona and Leondria. Rev. 
Collier has received degrees from 
Criswell College in Dallas, Texas; 
Southern Methodist University - 
Perkins School of Theology; and 
a Masters of Divinity from Mem-
phis Theological Seminary. He 
can be reached at 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail karab5@
live.com

P r e s e r v e d

“Do you mean 
to tell me that 
you think a ‘real’ 
man of God 
would inten-
tionally seduce 
a woman so he 

could test her sincerity?” It was 
a casual conversation between 
friends and I listened intently to 
my friend’s question. However, 
before I could give my response, 
another one chimed in, “Yea…
that ain’t no real man of God.” 
I sat looking at my computer 
screen and continued to type on 
my laptop with hopes that they 
wouldn’t shout me down once 
they heard my response. They 
were true believers in the words 
of Proverbs 12:2 “A good man 
obtains favor from the LORD, 
but a man of wicked intentions 
He will condemn.”

I shifted my body, stopped typ-
ing on my laptop and looked in 
their direction. I knew that they 
wouldn’t agree with me but I was 
hoping that they would at least 
be open to hearing my answers.   
But as it turns out, they weren’t.   
Maybe it was because the ques-
tion about a man of God delib-
erately tempting someone actu-
ally came at the end of another 
conversation about expectations, 
singles and dating.

It started with me and two fel-
low authors discussing “Chris-
tian” books that don’t promote 
Christian morals. We all had read 
“Christian” novels that had char-
acters sleeping together without 
consequences. At the first part of 
the conversation, we all agreed 
that those books weren’t promot-
ing Christian values but merely 
reflecting what was a common 

practice in the lives of many 
Christian singles.

As the only single, I felt I 
needed to explain to these two 
long-married women about 
what the reality was for many 
Christian singles in contempo-
rary times.  They shot me down 
when I tried to explain how even 
though singles know it’s not 
God’s best, they still do it….and 
it’s that mindset that the novels 
are a reflection of. That only got 
me a mini-sermon about the im-
portance of singles living holy. 
I wondered how I could defend 
my position without looking like 
I was defending compromise.   I 
found out later that there was no 
way I could do that.

I then shared with them how 
a few male friends told me that 
they tested women to see if they 
really meant what they said about 
living holy. One asked “How can 
they call themselves a man of 
God and yet intentionally lead 
someone else to sin?” I shrugged 
my shoulders and stated that I 
wasn’t saying that it was right…
but I knew that men of God (min-
isters) had done just that.

“Well, that’s no real man of 
God,” stated one very decisively. 

I agreed with them in prin-
ciple but my dating experiences 
had led me to a very different 
conclusion about the motiva-
tions and real intentions of men 
and women of God caught in sin 
which I will share in next week’s 
column.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving from Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, at 
www.shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com 

Will the real man or woman 
of God please stand up?

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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The need for bad things to happen to God’s people - Part II
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Proverbs 4:23-
26 instructs be-
lievers: “Above 
all else, guard 
your heart, for 
everything you 
do flows from it. 

Keep your mouth free of per-
versity; keep corrupt talk far 
from your lips. Let your eyes 
look straight ahead; fix your 
gaze directly before you. Give 
careful thought to the paths 
for your feet and be steadfast 
in all your ways.”

When Solomon refers to 
guarding the heart, he really 
means the inner core of a per-
son, the thoughts, feelings, 
desires, will, and choices that 
make up the whole being of 
that person.

The Bible tells us that our 
thoughts often dictate who 
we become. (Proverbs 23:7, 
27:19) The mind of a man re-
flects who he really is not sim-
ply his actions or words. Just 
as there are many diseases and 
disorders that can affect the 
physical heart, there are many 
ailments of the spiritual heart 
that can impair growth and 
development as a believer.

Atherosclerosis is a hard-
ening of the arteries due to 
accumulated cholesterol 
plaques and scarring in the 
artery walls. Hardening of the 
spiritual heart can also occur. 
Hardening of the heart occurs 
when we are presented with 

God’s truth and we refuse to 
acknowledge or accept it.

Although Egypt was strick-
en with one calamity after 
another when the Pharaoh 
refused to release the Israel-
ites from their bondage, he 
hardened his heart against the 
truth that God Almighty in-
tended to deliver His people 
from Egypt.

In Psalm 95:7-8, King Da-
vid pleaded with his people 
not to harden their hearts in 
rebellion against God as they 
did in the wilderness. There 
are many things that can hard-
en the heart and lead a person 
to deny God. And just like 
cholesterol blocks blood flow, 
they keep a believer from hav-
ing a free flow of God’s peace 
and blessings derived from 
obedience.

Guarding against a rebel-
lious spirit and cultivating a 
spirit of submissive obedience 
to God’s Word, therefore, is 
the first step in guarding the 
heart.

Heart murmurs are abnor-
mal flow patterns due to faulty 
heart valves. Heart valves act 
as doors to prevent backward 
flow of blood into the heart. 
Spiritual heart murmurs oc-
cur when believers engage in 
complaining, gossip, disputes 
and contention. Believers are 
instructed many times to avoid 
grumbling, murmuring and 
complaining. (Exodus 16:3; 
John 6:43; Philippians 2:14)

By engaging in these ac-

tivities, believers shift their 
focus away from the plans, 
purposes, and past blessings 
of God to the things of the 
world. God sees this as a lack 
of faith, and without faith it 
is impossible to please God. 
(Hebrews 11:6).

Instead, Christians are in-
structed to strive for content-
ment in all things, trusting in 
God to provide what is needed 
in His good time. (Hebrews 
13:5). Guarding against a 
complaining spirit and culti-
vating a spirit of gratitude and 
trust is the second step toward 
guarding the heart.

Congestive heart failure is 
an inability of the heart to suc-
cessfully pump blood through 
the body due to weakness 
within its walls. Congestive 
heart failure can result from 
hypertension (high blood 
pressure), heart attacks, and 
abnormal enlargement of the 
heart.

The spiritual equivalents 
are anger, giving in to temp-
tation and pride. Of all of the 
deadly sins, anger can be the 
hardest one to avoid. Anger 
acts like a poison on the body, 
both physically and spiritual-
ly and makes a believer more 
vulnerable to the temptation 
to hurt others with actions and 
words.  

Ephesians 4:31-32 instructs, 
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage 
and anger, brawling and slan-
der, along with every form of 
malice. Be kind and compas-

sionate to one another, forgiv-
ing each other, just as Christ 
God forgave you.”

Proverbs 16:18 tells us that 
pride leads to destruction. Sa-
tan tempted Eve in the Garden 
of Eden by appealing to her 
ego.

He said, “For God knows 
that when you eat from the 
forbidden tree your eyes will 
be opened and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 
Eve desired to be as wise as 
God, so she yielded to Satan’s 
advice to eat of the fruit of the 
tree. Pride was, therefore, the 
downfall of man.

Avoiding anger, pride and 
temptation are also critical el-
ements of guarding the heart.  
The Apostle Paul instructs us, 
“Finally, brothers and sisters, 
whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admi-
rable - if anything is excellent 
or praise worthy - think about 
such things.” (Philippians 4:8) 

Rev. Simeon R. Green III 
is pastor of Joynes Road 
Church of God, 31 Joynes 
Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is married to Velma L. 
Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

spiritual Growth - “Guard Your heart”
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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OPRAH WINFREY

Oprah Win-
frey - born Or-
pah Gail Win-
frey Jan. 29, 
1954, in Kos-
ciusko, Miss., 
is owner of 
the OWN 

Network, publisher of O Magazine, 
talk show host, actress, producer 
and philanthropist. Winfrey is best 
known for her self-titled, multi-
award-winning talk show “The 
Oprah Winfrey Show” which was 
the highest-rated program of its 
kind in history and was nationally 
syndicated from 1986 to 2011.

She has been ranked the richest 
African-American of the 20th cen-
tury, the greatest black philanthro-
pist in American history, and was 
for a time the world’s only black 
billionaire. She is also, according to 
some assessments, the most influen-
tial woman in the world. 

Credited with creating a more in-
timate confessional form of media 
communication, she is thought to 
have popularized and revolution-
ized the tabloid talk show genre 
pioneered by Phil Donahue. By the 
mid-1990s, she had reinvented her 
show with a focus on literature, self-
improvement, and spirituality. 

She co-starred in Steven Spiel-
berg’s The Color Purple and went 
on to produce several movies.

From 2006 to 2008, her support 
of Barack Obama delivered over 
a million votes in the close 2008 
Democratic primary race. She built 
a school for young black South Af-
rican girls and sent 100 black young 
men to school at Morehouse Uni-
versity in Atlanta, Ga. 

B.B. KING

Mississippi 
is the unof-
ficial “home 
of the blues” 
and has the 
Blues Mara-
thon each 
year to prove 
it. More proof 

arises as the national Blues Tour 
leads straight to Clarksdale. Yet an-
other sure sign is that it gave birth 
to the King of the Blues - BB King.

For more than half a century, Ri-
ley B. King - better known as B.B. 
(Blues Boy) King - has defined the 
blues for a worldwide audience. 
Since he started recording in the 
1940s, he has released over 50 al-
bums, many of them classics.

He was born Sept. 16, 1925, on a 
plantation in Itta Bena, Miss., near 
Indianola. In his youth, he played 
on street corners for dimes and 
would sometimes play in as many 
as four towns a night. 

Soon after his number one hit, 
“Three O’Clock Blues,” B.B. began 
touring nationally. In 1956, B.B. 
and his band played an astonishing 
342 one-night stands. After a night 
club fire started where he nearly lost 
his only guitar, he learned that the 
fight was over a lady named Lucille. 
Thereafter, he named every guitar 
he used “Lucille.”

Over the years he has developed 
one of the world’s most identifiable 
guitar styles. B.B. was inducted into 
the Blues Foundation Hall of Fame 
in 1984 and into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1987. He received 
NARAS’ Lifetime Achievement 
Grammy Award in 1987. 

B.B. received honorary doctor-
ates from Tougaloo College in 
1973; Yale University in 1977; 
Berklee College of Music in 1982; 
Rhodes College of Memphis in 
1990; Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity in 2002 and Brown Univer-
sity in 2007. In 1992, he received 
the National Award of Distinction 
from the University of Mississippi.

JAMES H. MEREDITH

As a civil 
rights trail-
blazer, James 
Meredith is 
a true living 
legend with 
one of the 
most compel-
ling histo-

ries in the Mississippi Civil Rights 

Movement. He was born in Kos-
ciusko, Miss.

Meredith was a U.S. Air Force 
veteran, when in 1961, he braved 
the hostile racial climate in Mis-
sissippi to make application at the 
all white University of Mississippi 
(Ole Miss), in Oxford. When his 
application was denied, he sued the 
school stating that the only reason 
for his denial was that he was black. 
In his suit, he was represented by 
the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund.

The case went on to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court and the U.S. Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, then on to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled 
that he had the “constitutional right 
to attend the University of Missis-
sippi.” But this win in Washington, 
D.C., only led to a battle in Missis-
sippi.

Vowing to “never” accept the 
Supreme Court’s decision, then 
Mississippi Governor Ross Barnett 
blocked Meredith’s registration at 
Ole Miss. Meredith was escorted 
by U.S. Marshals under orders from 
President John F. Kennedy to regis-
ter and attend Ole Miss - becoming 
the first black student to do so.

On campus, he endured intense 
hatred and even a riot which re-
quired U.S. marshals, federal troops 
and the Mississippi National Guard 
to quill and return to a semblance of 
peace - after two people were killed 
and dozens hurt.

He graduated from Ole Miss 
with a bachelor’s degree in political 
science and went on to attend the 
University of Ibadan in Nigeria. He 
earned a law degree from Columbia 
University.

His most famous quote today: 
“Citizenship is most important. The 
goal of our founding fathers was 
that everyone be a full first-class 
citizen.”

MORGAN FREEMAN

A l t h o u g h 
Morgan Free-
man was born 
in Memphis, 
Tenn., on June 
1, 1937, he is 
claimed by 
Mississippi as 

he was sent as an infant to live with 
his paternal grandmother in Charles-
ton, Miss. 

He made his acting debut at age 9, 
playing the lead role in a school play. 
He then attended Broad Street High 
School, now known as Threadgill El-
ementary School in Greenwood, Miss. 
At age 12, he won a statewide drama 
competition. In 1955, he turned down 
a partial drama scholarship from Jack-
son State University, opting instead to 
serve as a radar technician in the Unit-
ed States Air Force.

While living in New York City, he 
worked as a dancer at the 1964 World’s 
Fair, and in San Francisco, where he 
was a member of the Opera Ring mu-
sical theater group. In theater work, he 
received three Obie Awards in 1980, 
1984 and 1989, the last for Driving 
Miss Daisy, which was adapted for the 
screen in 1989.

He is now mostly remembered for 
his portrayal of Nelson Mandela, a role 
he worked at getting for some time. He 
tried to get Mandela’s autobiography 
Long Walk to Freedom adapted into 
a finished script and then in 2007 pur-
chased the film rights to a 2008 book 
by John Carlin, “Playing the Enemy: 
Nelson Mandela and the Game That 
Made a Nation.” Clint Eastwood di-
rected Freeman in the role of Mandela 
in the movie titled Invictus. 

Freeman continues to live in Mis-
sissippi and has considered running for 
political office.

ROBIN  ROBERTS

Robin Rob-
erts grew up in 
Pass Christian, 
Miss., where 
she played 
basketball and 
tennis, among 
other sports. 

She attended Pass Christian High 
School and graduated as the class of 
1979 salutatorian. She is the daughter 
of Lucimarian Tolliver and Colonel 
Lawrence E. Roberts, one of the fa-
mous Tuskegee Airmen. 

She attended Southeastern Loui-
siana University in Hammond, La., 
graduating as cum laude with a degree 

in communications. There, she accept-
ed a scholarship in tennis, the only one 
available, although her interest always 
was journalism. 

As a member of the women’s bas-
ketball team at Southern, she closed 
out her career there as the third all-time 
leading scorer and rebounder and one 
of only three who ever scored 1,000 
points and took down 1,000 rebounds. 
The school retired her jersey #21 in 
2011.

She joined ESPN as a sportscaster 
in February 1990, where she stayed 
until 2005. Roberts began to work for 
ABC News, specifically as a featured 
reporter, for Good Morning America 
in June 1995. In December 2009, she 
was joined by George Stephanopou-
los as co-anchor of GMA after Diane 
Sawyer left to anchor ABC World 
News. 

In the fall of 2005, Roberts returned 
to her roots and anchored a series of 
emotional reports from the Mississip-
pi Gulf Coast after it was devastated 
by Hurricane Katrina; her hometown 
of Pass Christian was especially hard 
hit, with her old high school complete-
ly reduced to rubble.

She has earned three Emmy Awards 
for her sportscasting work at ESPN. 
She was inducted into the Women’s 
Basketball Hall of Fame as part of 
the Hall’s class of 2012 for her con-
tributions to and impact on the game 
of women’s basketball through her 
broadcasting work and play. 

In 2007, she was diagnosed with 
an early form of breast cancer and un-
derwent surgery, chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments. In 2012 she was 
diagnosed with MDS, myelodysplastic 
syndrome. “Be the Match Registry,” a 
nonprofit organization run by the Na-
tional Marrow Donor Program, expe-
rienced an 1,800 percent spike in do-
nors the day Roberts went public with 
her illness. 

She took a leave from GMA to get a 
bone marrow transplant and returned 
to GMA Feb. 20, 2013. 

CONGRESSMAN 
BENNIE THOMPSON

Congress-
man Bennie 
Thompson is 
now serving 
Mississippi’s 
District 2 in 
the U.S. Con-
gress for his 

tenth term. He is the longest-serving 
African-American elected official in 
the state of Mississippi.

He has served on the Homeland 
Security committee for four terms. 
He has secured millions of dollars in 
post-Katrina contracts for small and 
minority businesses in Mississippi, 
enabling the rebuilding of devastated 
areas of the Gulf Coast. He is credited 
for helping to create an “improved 
FEMA” to respond quicker and more 
effectively to terrorist attacks and nat-
ural disasters.

He also served as an alderman and 
mayor of Bolton, Miss., where he was 
born and was a supervisor in Hinds 
County for 13 years.

Thompson attended Tougaloo Col-
lege and was a member of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) and helped register black 
people to vote in the Mississippi 
Delta.

He earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Tougaloo in political science and two 
master’s degrees from Jackson State 
University. Tougaloo has honored 
the Congressman with the “Bennie 
G. Thompson Center of Excellence” 
building.

MAYOR JOHNNY 
DUPREE

Dr. Johnny 
Dupree, in 
2001, became 
the first Afri-
can American 
mayor of Hat-
tiesburg, Miss. 
And in 2011, 

he stepped up to run for governor of 
Mississippi as the Democratic candi-
date against Republican Phil Bryant.

He relocated to Hattiesburg at a 
very young age; he was born in Ft 
Benning, Ga., Nov. 18, 1953. As the 
oldest male of the family, he started 
work at age 8 to help support the fam-
ily delivering the Hattiesburg Ameri-
can.

His civic service began in 1987 
when he was appointed to the Hat-

tiesburg Public School Board; he also 
worked in real estate with his wife 
Johniece. As he was elected president 
of the school board in 1989, he turned 
more to public service - serving three 
terms on the Forrest County Board of 
Supervisors, as second vice president 
and then first vice president of the Mis-
sissippi Municipal League.

Dupree served a term as president 
of the National Conference of Black 
Mayors. He earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in political science 
from the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi and a doctorate of Philosophy 
in urban studies at Jackson State Uni-
versity.

MAYOR HARVEY 
JOHNSON JR.

Mayor Har-
vey Johnson 
Jr. was born 
in Vicksburg, 
Miss. and 
received his 
b a c h e l o r ’s 
degree in po-

litical science from Tennessee State 
University and a master’s degree in 
political science from the University 
of Cincinnati. He worked toward his 
doctoral degree in public administra-
tion at the University of Southern 
California’s Washington Public Af-
fairs Center. He was honored with an 
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
from Tougaloo College.

He was first elected mayor of 
Jackson in 1997 as the first African 
American to hold the position. He 
was re-elected in 2001 and 2009 for 
his third term garnering 85 percent 
of the votes. He lost his bid for re-
election for his fourth term.

Johnson was a member of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors, National 
Conference of Democratic Mayors, 

Mississippi Conference of Black 
Mayors and the Mississippi Munici-
pal League.

He is a member of Sigma Pi Phi 
Fraternity and a charter member of 
100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc. He 
is a lifetime member of the NAACP 
and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

MAJOR GENERAL 
AUGUSTUS L. COLLINS

M a j o r 
General Au-
gustus L. 
Collins led 
4,500 sol-
diers into bat-
tle, serving at 
times in what 

became known as the “Iraqi Tri-
angle of Death.”

He was named by Governor 
Phil Bryant as the adjutant general 
of the state military, where he will 
oversee more than 12,500 people 
who serve in the Mississippi Army 
National Guard and the Missis-
sippi Air National Guard. He is the 
first African American to serve in 
that role.

He grew up in Booneville, 
Miss., and joined the Mississippi 
National Guard at age 19. He re-
tired from the military in 2007. In 
his short civilian life, he was exec-
utive vice president of Minact Inc., 
a contractor that trained workers 
through the U.S. Jobs Corps and 
placed them in industrial sites such 
as Nissan in Canton, Miss.

He received his undergraduate 
degree in business administration 
from the University of Mississip-
pi in 1982 and a master’s degree 
with honors from Jackson State 
University. He also received a 
master’s degree in strategic stud-
ies from the United States Army 

War College.
SOCRATES GARRETT

S o c r a t e s 
Garrett found-
ed his own 
business in 
1980 after a 
successful ca-
reer in senior 
management 

at Xerox Corporation where he man-
aged over 200 sales people in five 
states.

He is a graduate of Alcorn State 
University where he received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in business admin-
istration. He further studied advanced 
entrepreneur management and opera-
tions at Los Angeles City College and 
the University of Miami.

Garrett has over 30 years of experi-
ence working in the City of Jackson, 
the State of Mississippi, and in other 
states. He has successfully adminis-
tered prime contracts for construction 
and program management. He is chief 
executive officer of Socrates Garrett 
Enterprises, Inc.

He successfully created and oper-
ated a construction company, a truck-
ing company, a waste treatment opera-
tion, and a non-profit business, which 
addressed the needs of underserved 
families. He founded and was pub-
lisher of The Mississippi Link weekly 
newspaper.

He has formed joint ventures in 
various areas such as food and bev-
erage concessions at the Jackson-
Medgar Wiley Evers Airport and 
development projects such as Farish 
Street, Jackson Metro-Retro, and Old 
Capitol Green.

He served as the 2013 chairman of 
the Greater Jackson Chamber Partner-
ship which has over 2,600 members, 
and is a commissioner on the Hinds 
County Levee Board. 

10 Mississippi African American living legends
Compiled by Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

BLACK HISTORY

Africans enslaved in Mississippi featured in 
International Museum of Muslim Culture

A very unique resident of Nat-
chez, Miss., was Abd al-Rahman 
Ibrahim. He was born in 1762 
in Timbo, West Africa (in pres-
ent day Guinea, Fouta Djallon) 
and was known as the “Prince of 
Slaves.” He was a Fulbe or Fulani 
(Fula) of the land of Fouta Djal-
lon. Ibrahim left Futa in 1774 to 
study in Mali at Timbuktu. 

Ibrahim was leader of one of 
his father’s army divisions. After 
winning a battle against a war-
ring nation, he took with him a 
few soldiers to report back to his 
father, when he was ambushed, 
captured and sold to slave traders 
in 1788 at the age of 26. 

He was bought by a Natchez 
cotton plantation owner, and 
eventually became the overseer 
of the plantation of Thomas Fos-
ter. In 1794 he married Isabella, 
another slave of Foster’s, and 
eventually fathered a large fam-
ily - five sons and four daughters.

By using his knowledge of 
growing cotton in Fouta Djallon, 
Ibrahim rose to a position of au-
thority on the plantation and be-
came the de facto foreman. This 
granted him the opportunity to 
grow his own vegetable garden 
and sell at the local market.

During this time, he met an 
old acquaintance, Dr. John Cox, 
an Irish surgeon who had served 
on an English ship and had be-
come the first white man to reach 
Timbo after being stranded by his 
ship and falling ill. 

Cox stayed ashore for six 
months and was taken in by Ibra-
hima’s family. Cox appealed to 
Foster to sell him “Prince” so he 
could return to Africa. However, 
Foster would not budge, since he 
viewed Ibrahim as indispensable 
to his farm. Cox continued, until 
his death in 1829, to seek Ibra-
him’s freedom, to no avail. After 
Cox died, Ibrahim continued the 
cause.

In 1816, Ibrahim wrote a let-
ter to his relatives in Africa. A 
local newspaperman, Andrew 
Marschalk, who was originally 
from New York, sent a copy to 
Senator Thomas Reed in Wash-
ington, who forwarded it to the 

U.S. Consulate in Morocco. 
Since Ibrahim wrote in Arabic, 
Marschalk and the U.S. gov-
ernment assumed that he was a 
Moor.

After the Sultan of Morocco 
Abderrahmane read the letter, 
he asked President Adams and 
Secretary of State Henry Clay to 
release Ibrahim. In 1829, Thomas 
Foster agreed to his release with-
out payment, with the stipulation 
that Ibrahim return to Africa and 
not live as a free man in America.

Before leaving the U.S., Ibra-
him and his wife went to vari-
ous states and Washington, D.C., 
soliciting donations, through the 
press, personal appearances, the 
American Colonization Society 
and politicians, to free his fam-
ily back in Mississippi. Word got 
back to Foster, who considered 
this a breach of the agreement. 

Ibrahim’s actions and freedom 
were also used against President 
John Quincy Adams by future 
president Andrew Jackson during 
the presidential election. After ten 
months, Ibrahim and Isabella had 
raised only half the funds to free 
their children, and instead left 
for Monrovia, Liberia (settled by 
freed slaves and named for U.S. 
President Monroe), without their 
children. Ibrahim contracted a fe-
ver and died at the age of 67. He 
never saw Fouta Djallon or his 
children again.

One of the great lives chroni-
cled at the International Museum 
of Muslim Cultures is that of Ibra-
him. The Museum also celebrates 
the contributions Muslims have 
made to the city of Jackson, the 
state of Mississippi, the region, 
the nation and the world. 

In December 2000, a group of 
Jackson area Muslims identified 
the need for the development of 
a national museum to educate the 
public about Islamic history and 
culture and the contributions of 
Muslims to world civilization.

The founders also sought to 
increase citizens’ understanding 
and appreciation of the richness 
of Mississippi’s diverse cultural 
and religious heritage and the role 
that Muslims have played in the 
state’s history and development.

Located 
in down-
town Jack-
son’s Arts 
D i s t r i c t , 
the Inter-
n a t i o n a l 
M u s e u m 
of Muslim 
Cultures is 
the first and 
only Islamic history museum in 
the country. The museum opened 
in April 2001 with a major exhi-
bition, Islamic Moorish Spain: Its 
Legacy to Europe and the West, 
that was featured concurrently 
with The Majesty of Spain, an in-
ternational exhibition that ran for 
six months in Jackson at the Mis-
sissippi Arts Pavilion, less than a 
block away. The proximity and 
complementary theme helped 
contribute to the museum’s at-
tracting 2,000 visitors in its first 
month of operation.

Its new location is at the Mis-
sissippi Arts Center, next door to 
the Russell C. Davis Planetarium, 
the Mississippi Museum of Art, 
Thalia Mara Hall (City Audito-
rium), the new telecommunica-
tions center, and within walking 
distance of the Old Capitol Mu-
seum, the War Memorial Build-
ing, and the Farish Street Historic 
District - all significant educa-
tional and cultural attractions in 
the heart of the capital city. 

The two museum found-
ers, Emad Al-Turk and Okolo 
Rashid, are Mississippi educated. 
Rashid also born in the delta and 
holds a B.A. in economics from 
Tougaloo College and a Master’s 
in public policy/administration 
with specialty in community and 
economic development from 
Jackson State University. 

Al-Turk holds a B.S. and M.S. 
in civil engineering from the Uni-
versity of Mississippi and Missis-
sippi State University, respective-
ly, and an M.B.A. from Millsaps 
College.

For more information, visit the 
Museum at the Mississippi Arts 
Center, 201 East Pascagoula 
St., Jackson, Miss. 39201; phone 
601-960-0440. Visit website: 
www.muslimmuseum.org
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Abd Al-Rahman 
Ibrahim



The National 
Black Church 
I n i t i a t i v e 
(NBCI), a faith-
based coali-
tion of 34,000 
churches com-

prised of 15 denominations 
and 15.7 million African 
American churchgoers, calls 
on Christians everywhere to 
pray for the soul of America. 

The church is saddened 
and angered that juries across 
the U.S. refuse to convict 
privileged majorities at the 
expense of unarmed and de-
fenseless young black men. 
Black mothers and fathers 
must know that their black 
boys will be protected by the 
law and not be a victim of the 
law. How much pain must a 
race of people continue to 
take?

A favorable verdict for 
Dunn undoubtedly ignites 
deeper racial divides and in-
stigates conflict. The church 

cannot continue to tell black 
mothers that they must sac-
rifice their boys to the racist 
fears of white males and to a 
law deeply rooted in evil. 

The American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC) 
is the true guilty party in this 
case. They have created jus-
tifiable homicide rooted in 
racial discrimination. ALEC 
must be held responsible for 
every single death around the 
country.

All my life I have tried to 
create a symphony of broth-
erhood, and now I must spend 
the rest of my life fighting 
against organizations such as 
ALEC that does nothing but 
legislate for the privileged at 
the expense of the poor and 
underserved.

Do not expect the church 
to utilize its enormous moral 
power to stop non-violent 
protests. This verdict under-
mines the Principle of God 
and our fragile democracy 
and should be considered 
with the utmost severity. 

Jordan Davis’ death will 
not be in vain, and NBCI will 
continue to fight for justice 
when it comes down to ‘stand 
your ground.’ Legal homicide 
must stop - in the Name of 
God.

The National Black Church 
Initiative (NBCI) is a coali-
tion of churches working to 
eradicate racial disparities 
in healthcare, technology, 
education, housing, and the 
environment. Its mission is 
to provide critical wellness 
information to all of its mem-
bers, congregants, churches 
and the public. 

NBCI offers faith-based, 
out-of-the-box and cutting 
edge solutions to stubborn 
economic and social issues. 
Its programs are governed by 
credible statistical analysis, 
science based strategies and 
techniques, and methods that 
work.

Visit the NBCI website at 
www.naltblackchurch.com.

OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Providing hope to 
African American boys

Lessons learned from the 
Jordan Davis Case and …..

The guilty 
verdict on four 
of the five 
charges against 
Michael Dunn 
has mixed over-
tones, at best.  

Was it a shallow victory or a 
bitter defeat? Each of us has 
already formed an opinion 
and taken a side.

While our perspectives 
might be different, there are 
some lessons that can be 
learned as a result of this case. 
First and foremost, we as love 
providers to our children must 
continue to talk with them re-
gardless of age.

Thinking that our responsi-
bility is over when they turn 
18 years old or even 21 is a 
mistake. Guidance, structure 
and self-respect are watch-
words if we want our chil-
dren, especially our boys, to 
become adults.

Tolerance will give us more 
patience and hopefully will 
tone down our under appre-
ciation for others. We live in 
an increasingly diverse world. 
This diversity extends to more 
than just race and gender or 
young and old.

The mores, customs and 
attitudes that some of us ex-
perienced must be blended 
into what we see today. Our 
stereotypes of others must be 
eased and our acceptance of 
others must be increased.

The social climate that ex-
ists today will only improve 
if all of us try to improve it. 
Is this a daunting task? It de-
pends upon your views and 
how steeped you are in them.

Getting along with each 
other in the 21st century is no 
longer an option, it is an im-
perative.  Our survival as a na-
tion depends upon it.

I came of age during the 
Civil Rights Movement.  Seg-
regation was a part of my 
growing up in the South.  It 
was separate but equal.  How-
ever I never felt separate and I 
always felt equal.  As a black 
boy, my parents always placed 
me in some positive environ-
ments.

For example, I rarely saw 
the police.  They certainly 
weren’t in my schools and 
were only on occasion in 
my neighborhood.  Was my 
neighborhood perfect or was 
my growing up without flaws?  
Of course not!  Black boys I 
grew up with weren’t in hand-
cuffs or targeted for question-
able activity.

Without question the times 
have changed and they have 
changed pretty dramatically 
for young African American 
boys.  The opportunities for 
them are greater yet the ob-
stacles are also challenging.  
The statistics for the success 
of African American boys are 
daunting and dangerous.  

Young black boys and their 
survival are being compro-
mised every day.  Yes there 
are pockets of excellence but 
there are far too many pot 
holds of despair.  

As a nation, as states and as 
cities we must strengthen and 
enhance our efforts to help 
African American boys grow 
into productive African Amer-
ican men.

Recently, the Jacksonville 
Community Engagement 
Group held The 6th Urban 
Education Symposium: Re-
claiming Young Black Males 
For Jacksonville’s Future. The 
event was conceptualized five 
years ago so kudos to the or-
ganizers of this initiative.

The Youth Forum started off 
this two-day conference. The 
guest presenter was Dr. Dar-

ius D. Prier from Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
There were 155 boys who 
were inspired to reach their 
goals.

At the end of the day, they 
were asked to prepare “I 
must” statements which they 
will keep with them as a con-
stant reminder about staying 
focused and being successful.

The Saturday program fea-
tured Pastor Brian Gullins 
from The Richmond (Vir-
ginia) Family and Fatherhood 
Initiative. He talked about 
some of the formative steps in 
going from boyhood to man-
hood.

This year’s conference 
focused on the church and 
the role it plays in fostering 
the development of African 
American boys. Both pro-
grams left the participants and 
the audience wanting to do 
more.

This two-day program high-
lighted the sense of urgency 
about African American boys. 
Each of us has a role to play. 
While you may not hold an of-
fice or have a title, you have a 
mind. And with that mind we 
must begin to think more pos-
itively about African Ameri-
can boys.

We must start a series of 
“ w h e n … c o n v e r s a t i o n s ; ” 
When they go to college and 
when they become success-
ful. It is only when our minds 
change will our hearts change.

In 1968, Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was in Memphis lead-
ing a rally for the sanitation 
workers. He posed the ques-
tion to the audience, “What 
will happen to the sanitation 
workers if we do nothing?”

So I will pose a similar 
question. What will happen 
to African American boys if 
we do nothing? February has 
been designated as Black His-

National Black Church Initiative 
bemoans Michael Dunn verdict….
‘Our justice system continues 
to fail defenseless black youth’
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As we ap-
proach the sec-
ond anniversary 
of Trayvon Mar-
tin’s murder in 
Sanford, Fla., 
justice again has 

been shortchanged in the Sun-
shine State.

It was incredulous that George 
Zimmerman, a neighborhood 
watchman and wannabe cop, 
was found not guilty of mur-
der after killing the unarmed 
black teenager who had visited 
a nearby convenience store to 
purchase a bag of Skittles and a 
can of Arizona Tea.

Now just last Saturday, Feb. 
15, 2014, a hung jury could not 
decide whether Michael Dunn, 
a 47-year-old white computer 
programmer, was guilty of mur-
dering Jordan Davis by fatally 
shooting him in the chest and 
groin. 

According to court testimony, 
Dunn pulled into the parking lot 
of a Jacksonville convenience 
store and became involved in 
an argument after he accused 
17-year-old Jordan Davis and 
three of his teenage friends of 
playing their music too loudly.

Apparently, an argument 
erupted. Dunn’s lawyer claims 
that Davis used vulgarity-laden 
language to tell his client what 
to do to himself. Witnesses said 
Dunn shouted at Davis: “You 
can’t talk to me that way!”

Taken by themselves, the 
words have no special mean-
ing. However, when uttered by 
a white man to a black teen in 
a region that prided itself as this 
nation’s last bastion of white su-
premacy, they take on a separate 
life of their own.

Remember, it wasn’t all that 
long ago when blacks were ex-
pected to stare at the ground 
when speaking to white folks. 

They were expected to say “Yes 
sir” and “Yes ma’m,” knowing 
that their parents, regardless of 
their age, would always be ad-
dressed by their first names, 
even by white children.

Refusing to show what was 
considered proper respect to 
whites often had violent reper-
cussions, even death. So I can 
almost hear the words: You 
can’t talk to me that way! And 
to prove his point, Dunn opened 
fire on the black teenagers, strik-
ing Jordan Davis twice.

Even as the teens peeled rub-
ber trying to get away, Dunn, 
6’4” and 280 pounds, continued 
to shoot into the vehicle, firing 
10 times in all.

He would later say that he 
thought he saw the barrel of 
a shotgun protruding from a 
window of the Dodge Durango 
SUV. But no such weapon was 
ever found and for good reason 
- it did not exist. Even Dunn’s 
girlfriend said he never told her 
about the teens having a shot-
gun.

And what did Dunn do after 
he killed the black teenager? He 
returned to the hotel room where 
he was staying after attend-
ing his only son’s wedding. He 
acted as if he had just finished 
a routine day at the office. He 
didn’t bother to notify police. 
Dunn acted as if nothing had 
happened.

But something did happen. 
Jordan Davis had his life cut 
short that day. The high school 
senior would never get the 
chance to make his parents proud 
by donning a cap and gown and 
walking across a stage to receive 
his high school diploma.

He would not get a chance 
to attend college or pursue a 
career. He wouldn’t even get a 
chance to breathe again, because 
he wasn’t supposed to talk to a 
white man that way.

According to Rolling Stone, 

Dunn told detectives, “They 
didn’t follow my orders. What 
was I supposed to do if they 
wouldn’t listen?”

For starters, he wasn’t sup-
posed to take the kid’s life. But 
he did. His lawyer plans to ar-
gue that Dunn was ‘Standing 
his Ground.’ His lawyer, Corey 
Strolla, told Rolling Stone last 
year, “I don’t have to prove the 
threat, just that Mike Dunn be-
lieved it.”

Evidently, Strolla sold the jury 
on that belief. They couldn’t 
agree that his client murdered 
Jordan Davis, who was shot 
twice. But in their contorted rea-
soning, they found him guilty of 
three counts of attempted sec-
ond degree murder.

In other words, he was not 
guilty of murdering Davis but 
was guilty of attempting to mur-
der Davis’ three friends, neither 
of whom were struck by a bullet.

Florida State’s Attorney An-
gela Corey said she will retry 
Dunn on first-degree murder 
charges. But this is the same 
state attorney who unsuccess-
fully prosecuted George Zim-
merman for first-degree murder. 

If she puts on a case as poorly 
as she did against Zimmerman, 
Dunn won’t have anything ad-
ditional to worry about.

Still, he’ll probably die in 
prison. And if some of the ‘true 
thugs’ catch up with him in the 
slammer, he might like how they 
are going to talk to him.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion News Service (NNPA.) He 
is a keynote speaker, modera-
tor, and media coach. Curry can 
be reached through his website, 
www.georgecurry.com; also fol-
low him at www.twitter.com/cur-
rygeorge and George E. Curry 
Fan Page on Facebook.

Another Florida man 
gets away with murder
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

By Rev. Anthony Evans
Special to The Mississippi Link

By James Ewers
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Long Walk
By Eric Garcia. Chicago, IL, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

tory Month, so let us re-ener-
gize our efforts to do more on 
behalf of our sons, grandsons, 
nephews and cousins.

We must provide them with 
inspiration, so that they will 
have aspirations. Being a role 
model and being supportive is 
our calling. To use Dr. King’s 
words, “There is a fierce ur-
gency of now.”

We cannot wait on others to 
do what we must do ourselves.  
Young boys don’t know what 
they don’t know, so it is up 
to us to teach them. We must 
reach out to them and meet 
them where they are. We can’t 
let them sink into the sea of 
forgetfulness. Had it not been 
for our relatives and friends, 
where would we be?

A generation of black boys 
is counting on us. They want 
to be successful, if we help 
them to be successful. They 
will succeed, if we help them 
to succeed.

James B. Ewers Jr., Ed.D., 
is president emeritus of Teen 
Mentoring Committee of 
Ohio. He can be reached at 
ewers.jr56@yahoo.com
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CiTy OF JaCksOn, mississippi
rEQuEsT FOr sTaTEmEnTs OF QualiFiCaTiOns FOr 

arCHiTECTural anD EnGinEErinG sErViCEs

The City of Jackson Department of Public Works is seeking Statements of Quali-
fication (SOQ) from architectural, engineering, and surveying firms for a variety 
of professional services.  The SOQ must be submitted in a sealed envelope or 
box to the Engineering Division office located at 200 South President Street Suite 
424, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 on or before Thursday, March 6, 2014 at 3:30 
P.M. Central Standard Time.

Firms interested in providing professional services to the City are encouraged to 
submit one or more SOQ in the following fields:

Architecture   Civil/Site Design
Construction/Project Management Disaster & Recovery Management
Drainage/Flood Control  Electrical Engineering
Environmental/Energy Services  Geotechnical/Materials Testing
Interior Design   Landscape Architecture/Parks
Mechanical Engineering  Solid Waste
Stormwater/Erosion Control  Streets and Bridge Engineering
Structural Engineering & Evaluation Surveying/Staking
Traffic Engineering/ITS  Water/Sanitary Sewer Utilities Engineering
Other 

Two (2) complete SOQ packets shall be submitted for each area the firm desires 
consideration.

As the need for professional services for certain capital improvement projects 
arises, the SOQs for the related category of work will be evaluated according to 
the City’s standard evaluation procedure.  The SOQ solicitation process will occur 
two (2) times a year.  The SOQ will remain on file with the Director of Public Works 
for a period of twelve (12) months.  Any firm submitting SOQs will not be required 
to resubmit until their twelve (12) month period has expired unless changes within 
the firm necessitate re-submittal sooner.  The SOQs must conform to require-
ments as outlined in the SOQ documents as furnished by the City of Jackson De-
partment of Public Works.  Statements of Qualification not meeting stated criteria 
and not submitted on forms furnished by the Department of Public Works will be 
returned to applicant marked incomplete.  

Certain state and federal funding sources may require that the City of Jackson ad-
vertise a separate request for proposals for a specific project.  For these types of 
projects, the SOQ submitted as a response to this request will not be considered. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. Therefore, the City of Jackson requests that prospective vendors and 
contractors carefully examine their method of selecting subcontractors and suppli-
ers, to ensure that they are not either actively, or passively, discriminating against 
Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs) and Female Business Enterprises (FBEs). 
As a bidder seeking to do business with the City of Jackson, you are expected to 
adhere to a policy of non-discrimination, and to make the maximum practicable 
effort to ensure that historically underutilized firms are given an opportunity to 
participate in the performance of contracts financed in whole, or in part, with City 
funds. For further details about complying with this ordinance, please contact the 
Office of Economic Development, phone number (601) 960-1638.  Copies of the 
ordinance, EBO Plan applications and copies of the program are available at 200 
South President Street, 2nd floor, Jackson, Mississippi.  

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, 
or sex in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and 
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, 
initiatives, and assistance.  The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract 
with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the 
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment 
opportunities.

SOQ paper forms may be obtained from the Engineering Division of Public Works, 
200 South President Street, Suite 424, Warren A. Hood Building, Jackson, MS.  
Electronic SOQ forms can be obtained by calling the Engineering Division at (601) 
960-1651.

Kwame Kenyatta  Willie Bell, Jr. 
Deputy CAO  Interim Public Works Director

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

2/13/2014, 2/20/2014
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sECTiOn 901

aDVErTisEmEnT

City of Jackson, mississippi

Federal aid project no. srsp-0250-00(035) lpa/105812-401000,
barr Elementary school safe routes to school project

The City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, will receive bids for the Safe 
Route to School Project for Barr Elementary School for a project length of 0.72 
miles, Federal Aid Project No. SRSP-0250-00(035) LPA 105812-401000 no later 
than 3:30 P.M. Local Time, March 18, 2014, at the City of Jackson located at 219 
South President Street, Jackson  Mississippi.  All bids so received will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  

The work shall consist essentially of the following items:   

The installation of sidewalks and warning signs, and the maintenance of existing 
warning signs, traffic signals and signal pole.  All other related items of work re-
quired to complete the project as shown and specified in the Contract Documents.  

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit the 
responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, 
equipment and materials required by the specifications and the drawings referred 
to therein.  

The attention of bidders is directed to the Contract Provisions governing selection 
and employment of labor.  Minimum wage rates for Federal-Aid projects have 
been predetermined by the secretary of Labor and are subject to Public Law 87-
581 Work Hours Act of 1962, as set forth in the Contract Provisions.  

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that it will affirmatively insure that 
in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged and 
women’s business enterprises will be afforded the full opportunity to submit bids 
in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds 
of race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award.  

The award of this contract will be contingent upon the Contractor satisfying the 
DBE/WBE requirements.  

The Contract Documents are on file and may be examined at the following loca-
tions: 

1. City of Jackson Office (Engineering Division), 219 South President Street, 
Jackson Mississippi. 
2. IMS Engineers, 126 E. Amite Street, Jackson Mississippi, 39201  

All documents required for bidding purposes may be obtained from IMS Engi-
neers located at 126 E. Amite Street, Jackson Mississippi, 39201 upon payment 
of $100.00 for each set, which will not be refunded. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Certified Check on a solvent bank or a Bid-
der’s Bond issued by a Surety Company licensed to operate in the State of Mis-
sissippi, in the amount of five percent (5%) of the total bid price, payable to the 
City of Jackson as bid security.  Bidders shall also submit a current financial state-
ment, if requested by the County.  The successful bidder will be required to furnish 
a Performance Bond and a Payment Bond each in the amount of one hundred 
percent (100%) of the contract amount. 

The proposal and contract documents in its entirety shall be submitted in a sealed 
envelope and deposited with the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, 219 South 
President Street, Jackson Mississippi prior to the hour and date above designat-
ed.  No bidder may withdraw his bid within sixty (60) days after the date of actual 
bid opening, without Owner’s consent.  

Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi State Highway 
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, 2004”, together with 
all amendments and/or special provisions and/or addenda to the standards duly 
approved and adopted, unless otherwise noted in these specifications. 

The attention of Bidders is directed to the provisions of Subsection 102.07 per-
taining to irregular proposals and rejection of bids. 

Kwame Kenyatta  Willie Bell, Jr. 
Deputy CAO  Interim Public Works Director

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014
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nOTiCE OF appliCaTiOn FOr a usE pErmiT

ZOninG CasE nO. 3859

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, 
that Whole Foods Market Group, Inc. has filed with the Planning Board for the City 
of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow for the operation of a 
wine & spirit store on  property located at 4500 I-55 North, Suite 99-A, in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described 
as:

A parcel of land situated in the Northeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ and the Northwest ¼ 
of the Northeast ¼ of Section 24, Township 6 North, Range 1  East, City of Jackson, 
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being a part of Lots 1 and 2 
of the J.O. Trawick Estate Subdivision and Lots 3 and 4 of Shamrock Hill Subdivi-
sion (including a part of Spruce Street which is now closed and abandoned) and 
being more particularly described as follows, to wit:                                                                                                         

Commerce at the Northeast comer of Lot 1 of the J. O. Trawick Estate Subdivision 
as recorded in Plat Book 5 at Page 9 of the Chancery Records of the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County at  Jackson, Mississippi,  said point being the POINT OF 
BEGINNING for the parcel herein described; thence South 89°44’38” West for a 
distance of 278.80 feet along the Southern line of Northside Drive to the intersec-
tion of the said Southern line of Northside Drive with the Eastern line of Interstate 
Highway No. 55; thence South 19°19’48” West for a distance of 195.04 feet along 
the said Eastern line of interstate Highway No. 55; thence South 19°09’57”  West for 
a distance of 55.60 feet along the said Eastern line of interstate  Highway No. 55; 
thence run 46.10 feet along  the arc of a 3336.05 foot radius curve to the right in the 
said right of way, said arc having a 46.09 foot chord which bears South 14°30’12” 
West; thence South 14°53’57” West for
a distance of 249.70 feet along the said Eastern line of interstate Highway No. 55; 
thence run 239.33 feet along the arc of a 5703.58 foot radius curve to the left in the 
said right of way line, said  arc  having  a  239.31  foot  chord  which  bears South  
13°41’49” West; thence  South 45°42’10” East for a distance of 18.84 feet along the 
said right of way line; thence run 10.95 feet along the arc of a 5687.58 foot radius 
curve to the left, said arc having a 10.95 foot chord which bears South 12°20’23” 
West; thence run 38.27 feet along the arc of a 5687.58 foot radius curve to the left, 
said are being a 38.27 foot chord which bears South 12°05’31” West; thence South 
11°53’57” West for a distance of 20.41 feet along the said right of way line; thence 
South 69°53’37”  West for a distance of 18.87 feet along the said right of way line; 
thence South 11°53’57” West for a distance of 43.55 feet along the said right of 
way line; thence run 143.57 feet along the arc of a 4609.66 foot radius curve to the 
right in the said Eastern right of way line, said arc having a 143.56 foot chord which 
bears South 12°47’29”  West; thence leave said Eastern line of  Interstate Highway 
No. 55  and run South 88°11’25” East for a distance  of 186.84 feet; thence South 
88°40’00” East for a distance of 24.69 feet to the centerline of Spruce Street (now 
closed) to an iron pin; thence South 00°35’40”  East for a distance of 22.17 feet 
along the said centerline of Spruce Street (now closed); thence run 10.20 feet along 
the arc of a 113.81 foot radius curve to the left in the said centerline of Spruce Street 
(now closed) to a drilled hole in a concrete wall, said arc having a 10.20 foot chord 
which bears South 03°09’44” East; thence South 26°00’14” East for a distance of 
81.22 feet along the Northeastern boundary of the property conveyed from Earl W. 
Stanton to Bankers Trust in  Deed Book 2014 at Page 231 of the Chancery Records 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, to a drilled hole in a concrete wall which marks the 
intersection of the said centerline of Spruce Street  (now closed) with the Western 
line of Old Canton Road; thence North 47°13’09” East for a distance of 25.0 feet 
along the said Western line of Old Canton Road; thence North 45°18’19” East for 
a distance of 336.30 feet along the said  Western line of  Old Canton Road; thence  
North  41°41’09”  East for a distance  of  174.40  feet  along  the  said  Western  line 
of  Old Canton  Road;  thence  North 38°17’39”  East for a distance of 44.27 feet 
along the said Western line of Old Canton Road; thence run 136.62  feet along the 
arc  of a 1879.36 foot radius curve to the left in the said Western line of Old Canton  
Road, said arc having a 136.59 foot chord  which hears North 32°55’44”  East; 
thence  North 24°38’41” East  for  a distance of 35.81  feet along  the said Western 
line; thence North 31°51’29” East for a distance of 29.0 feet along the said Western 
line; thence North 58°08’31” West for a distance of 15.0 feet along the said  Western 
line; thence North 31°51’29” East for a distance of 15.0 feet along the said  Western 
line; thence South 58°08’31” East for a distance of 15.0 feet along the said Western 
line; thence North 31°51 ‘29” East for a distance of 21.61 feet along the said West-
ern line; thence North 27°59’49” East for a distance of 86.56 feet along the said 
Western line; thence North 26°48’38” East for a distance of 86.19 feet along the 
said Western line; thence North 26°37’38” East for a distance of 389.20 feet along 
the said Western line of Old Canton Road; thence run 34.07 feet along the arc of a 
right-of-way flare having a 25.0 foot radius curve to the left, said arc having a 31.50 
foot chord which bears North  55°45’26”  West; thence South 89°44’38”  West for a 
distance of 446.79 feet along the said Southern line of Northside Drive to the POINT 
OF BEGINNING, containing 14.9093 acres more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 26, 2014, at 
which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. 
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the 
City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids 
for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of January 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/13/2014, 2/20/2014
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publiC HEarinG nOTiCE

All interested parties, including public and private transit and paratransit 
operators within the City of Jackson,  are  hereby advised  the City of 
Jackson  Department  of  Human  and Cultural Services is applying to 
the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Jackson, Mississippi for 
a grant under Section 5310 of the Federal Transit Act, as amended, for 
the provision of elderly and disabled  transportation  services.  A Public  
Hearing  is scheduled  for  February  27,  2014  at  the Smith Robertson 
Senior Center on 505 John Hart Street, Jackson, MS 39202 at I 0:00 
a.m.

2/13/2014, 2/20/2014
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DEparTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTraTiOn
burEau OF builDinG, GrOunDs anD

rEal prOpErTy manaGEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/20/2014 , for:

 RE: GS# 204-070 Student Union - GT 
  East Mississippi Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:

Professional: Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A. - Columbus 
  (Columbus, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein) 
Address:      Post Office Box 167
  Columbus, Mississippi 39703

Phone:  662-327-8990

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014
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nOTiCE OF publiC HEarinG OF THE
JaCksOn HisTOriC prEsErVaTiOn COmmissiOn

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUB-
LIC ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2014, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON 
CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. CURRENT BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2014-03, REQUEST BY: LOUIS FRASCOGNA TO REMOVE VINYL 
SIDING AND REPLACE WITH HARDIEPLANK SIDING FOR PROPERTY LOCATED 
AT 1422 LYNCREST AVE. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2014-04, REQUEST BY: JENNIFER WELCH TO ADD A NEW ROOF 
STRUCTURE FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 976 LORRAINE ST. IN THE BEL-
HAVEN HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT.

3. CASE NO. 2014-05, REQUEST BY: JENNIFER WELCH TO REMOVE VINYL SID-
ING AND REPLACE WITH HARDIEPLANK SIDING AND ADD NEW WINDOWS FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1020 RIVERVIEW DR. IN THE BELHAVEN HEIGHTS 
HISTORIC DISTRICT.

4. CASE NO. 2014-04, REQUEST BY: JENNIFER WELCH TO ADD A NEW ROOF 
STRUCTURE FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 976 LORRAINE ST. IN THE BEL-
HAVEN HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT.

II. OTHER ITEMS

III. ADJOURN

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014
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nOTiCE OF inViTaTiOn TO biD On CiTy-OWnED prOpErTy
CiTy OF JaCksOn

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, for the purchase 
of certain City-owned property: parcel 143-43, located at 0 Pascagoula Street in Jack-
son, Mississippi. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right 
of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Valerie Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or email vskinner@city.
jackson.ms.us. 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St. Jack-
son, Mississippi 39201).  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked to identify 
the parcel number being bid on along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original 
and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, at 3:30 
p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014, 3/6/2014
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nOTiCE OF inViTaTiOn TO biD On CiTy-OWnED prOpErTy
CiTy OF JaCksOn

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, for the purchase of 
certain City-owned property: parcel 143-43-1, located at 0 Pascagoula Street in Jack-
son, Mississippi. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right 
of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Valerie Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or email vskinner@city.
jackson.ms.us. 
BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to 
the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St. Jack-
son, Mississippi 39201).  The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked to identify 
the parcel number being bid on along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original 
and one (1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, at 3:30 
p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

2/20/2014, 2/27/2014, 3/6/2014
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CITY OF JACKSON
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

PROPOSAL FOR DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT
OF TESTING AND ASSESSMENT

PROCESSES FOR PROMOTION TO FIRE LIEUTENANT/DRIVER 
OPERATOR

Notice is hereby given that the City of Jackson, Mississippi (hereinafter 
“City”), will receive sealed proposals for the Development, Administra-
tion and Management of Testing and Assessment Processes for Promo-
tion to Fire Lieutenant/Driver Operator at the Office of the City Clerk at 
219 South President Street in Jackson, Mississippi  39205-0017 or P. O. 
Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi  39205-0017 until 3:30 p.m. central stan-
dard time, Tuesday, March 25, 2014.

Copies of the Specifications and Proposal Form for the Development 
and Management of Testing and Assessment Processes for Promotion 
to Fire Lieutenant/Driver Operator are on file in the Office of the Director 
of Personnel Management, 1000 Metrocenter, Suite 102, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi  39209, and copies will be provided upon request.  All proposals 
must be submitted to the City Clerk no later than 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 25, 2014 in a sealed envelope, addressed as follows:

 For Delivery: City of Jackson
   City Clerk
   City Hall
   219 S. President Street 
   Jackson, MS  39205-0017

 For Mailing: City of Jackson
   City Clerk
   P.O. Box 17
   Jackson, MS  39205-0017

All proposals must be delivered or mailed in a sealed envelope (mailed 
proposals must be contained in a sealed envelope inside the mailing 
envelope) and labeled in the lower left corner as follows:

SEALED PROPOSALS FOR
DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT

OF TESTING AND ASSESSMENT PROCESSES FOR PROMOTION
TO FIRE LIEUTENANT/DRIVER OPERATOR

 TO BE RECEIVED AND OPENED AT CITY HALL
3:30 P.M., TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2014

The City reserves the right to reject any and all such proposals.

2/13/2014, 2/20/2014
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CITY OF JACKSON
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

PROPOSAL FOR DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT
OF TESTING AND ASSESSMENT

PROCESSES FOR PROMOTION TO DISTRICT FIRE CHIEF

Notice is hereby given that the City of Jackson, Mississippi (hereinafter 
“City”), will receive sealed proposals for the Development, Administration 
and Management of Testing and Assessment Processes for Promotion to 
District Fire Chief, at the Office of the City Clerk at 219 South President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi  39205-0017 or P. O. Box 17, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi  39205-0017 until 3:30 p.m. central standard time, Tuesday, March 
25, 2014.

Copies of the Specifications and Proposal Form for the Development and 
Management of Testing and Assessment Processes for Promotion to District 
Fire Chief are on file in the Office of the Director of Personnel Management, 
1000 Metrocenter, Suite 102, Jackson, Mississippi  39209, and copies will 
be provided upon request.  All proposals must be submitted to the City Clerk 
no later than 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 25, 2014 in a sealed envelope, ad-
dressed as follows:

 For Delivery: City of Jackson
   City Clerk
   City Hall
   219 S. President Street 
   Jackson, MS  39205-0017

 For Mailing: City of Jackson
   City Clerk
   P.O. Box 17
   Jackson, MS  39205-0017

All proposals must be delivered or mailed in a sealed envelope (mailed pro-
posals must be contained in a sealed envelope inside the mailing envelope) 
and labeled in the lower left corner as follows:

SEALED PROPOSALS FOR
DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT

OF TESTING AND ASSESSMENT PROCESSES FOR PROMOTION
TO FIRE LIEUTENANT/DRIVER OPERATOR

 TO BE RECEIVED AND OPENED AT CITY HALL
3:30 P.M., TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2014

The City reserves the right to reject any and all such proposals.

2/13/2014, 2/20/2014
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NOTICE TO bIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, March 11, 2014, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the 
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for 
the following:

40515-031114   Twelve-Month Supply of Diesel Fuel and Regular Unleaded Gasoline
88598-031114   Eighteen-Month Supply of Swimming Pool Purification Chemicals
09495-031114   Three-Year Lawn Care & Maintenance Service

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.   The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities in 
respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards 
will be made to the lowest and best bidder 
quoting the lowest net price in accordance 
with specifications.  The award could be 
according to the lowest cost per item; or 
to the lowest total cost for all items; or to 
accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery 
time may be considered when evaluating 
the bid proposal.   In those cases where it 
is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the 
lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect 
will be included on the proposal form.  Ab-
sence of such statement means the City 
will make that determination during the bid 
review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, CPPO, 
Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

2/13/2014, 2/20/2014

Blue Finest Security 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 

24/7 Residential, Commercial, Industrial.  
Permanent & Temporary reliable professional service & patrol. 

Over 16 yrs. Experience.  David Palmer, CEO/President 
601-949-3581 or 601-946-4768 email: chrysler400@comcast.net

MS Gem and Mineral
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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EARLY SPRING CONTRACTOR’S AUC-
TION. 4 Days, February 19-22. Martin &
Martin Auctioneers. Featuring items from
Ingalls Ship Building, plus trucks, con-
struction equipment, paving equipment,
farm equipment, vehicles, implements
plus much, much more. Visit
mmaofms.com. 2236 Hwy 49, Brooklyn
(Hattiesburg), MS 39425. 601-450-
6200. MSAL #1255.

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Become a Medical Office Assistant
now at Advanced College. NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! Online training gets you
job ready! HS diploma/GED &
PC/Internet needed. 1-888-512-7117.

FOREMEN to lead utility field crews.
Outdoor physical work, many positions,
paid training, $20/hour plus weekly per-
formance bonuses after promotion, living
allowance when traveling, company truck
and benefits. Must have strong leadership
skills, good driving history and able to
travel in Mississippi and nearby states.
Email resume to Recruiter3@osmose.com
or apply online at
www.OsmoseUtilities.com. EOE M/F/D/V
HIGH-TECH CAREER with U.S. Navy.
Nuclear engineering training worth 77
college hours, POTENTIAL BONUS, finan-
cial security. High School grads ages 17-
26. Call (800) 852-7621.

DRIVER - CDL/A
LOOKING FOR A CAREER WITH

HIGHER EARNINGS POTENTIAL?
No out-of-pocket tuition cost!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days,
and start driving with KLLM!

• Top Notch Training Equipment
• Competitive Training Pay

Upon Graduation
• Career Advancement

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllm.com
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
EOE.
Drivers - CDL-A SOLO & TEAM DRIV-
ERS NEEDED!  Top pay for Hazmat.
OTR & Regional Runs. CDL Grads
Welcome. 700+ Trucks & Growing! 888-
928-6011. www.Drive4Total.com

NEED CLASS A CDL TRAINING?
Start a CAREER in trucking today!

Swift Academies offer PTDI certified
courses and offer

“Best-In-Class” training.
• New Academy Classes Weekly

• No Money Down or Credit Check
• Certified Mentors Ready and Available

• Paid (While Training With Mentor)
• Regional and Dedicated Opportunities

• Great Career Path
• Excellent Benefits Package
Please Call: (866) 206-3862

Train to be a PROFESSIONAL TRUCK
DRIVER through Prime’s Student Driver
Program. Obtain your commercial dri-
ver’s license, then get paid while training!
1-800-277-0212. driveforprime.com
TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED
NOW AT KNIGHT TRANSPORTA-
TION. Earn $800/week. Local CDL
Training. NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Be
Trained and Based Locally. 1-800-336-
7364.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

2004 Mobile home. 16x80, vinyl sid-
ing, shingled roof, 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
good condition. All appliances included.
$20,000. 662-347-2841. Leland.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E d u c a t i o n

A u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

M o b i l e  H o m e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of February 16, 2014

��������
�����������������������

�����
�
��	��	���	���
�������
�������������������

����� 	��
�����
�����������������������������������
������
�	�������	�����
�����������	�
��	������	�����	����	������������
���	��	���������������������������
�����������������������������������������
������������������������
�����	��
 ������	�������������	�������
�������	����	����	��������	����
������	���	������������	�����������
��	
���	���	������	�����������
����������
����	
�����	�����������	�
����������	�����������	���������
 �����������
����	������������
�	�������������	����������
������	����
������	����������������������
�������
����	����������������������
���������������������	������
�����������������
��������	��
�������	�������������������������
�	������������������������������
�����
�����	��������������

���������	��������
��������
�
������������������	������

�������������

������������	�����
��

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Feb16_MCAN

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!
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Early Spring Contractor’s
AUCTION

February 19-22, 2014

MARTIN & MARTIN AUCTIONEERS, INC.

For Info: Call 601-450-6200 or Visit WWW.MMAOFMS.COM
Jeff Martin MSAL #12552236 Hwy 49 Brooklyn (Hattiesburg), MS 39425

4
Days

Day 1 (2/19) : Online Only! Barge Tenders, Cranes, Forklifts,
Grinders, Pickup Trucks, Vans, Watercraft, Welder.
(Online Auction opens 2/17 noon; closes 2/19 noon. See website for a complete listing.)

Day 2 (2/20): Misc. Valves (see website for complete list), Flush
Deck Sockets, Flow Indicators, Cable, Actuator, Transformers, Switch
Boards plus many other items too numerous to list.

Day 3 (2/21): Air Compressors & Generators, Construction Attach-
ments, Crawler Dozers, Dump Trucks & Trailers, Forklifts, Excavators,
Loader Backhoes, Logging Equipment, Motor Grader, Pickup Trucks,
Road Tractors, Rubber Tired Loaders, Service & Utility Trucks, Trailers.

Day 4 (2/22): Tillage Equipment, Utility & Farm Tractors, Vehicles &
Vans, Watercraft, Miscellaneous Items.

Auction Start Time 10 a.m. February 20, 21 and 22. 

Upcoming Auctions: March15 – Public Vehicle; 
March 29 – Mid State Farm & Construction Equipment
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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Book Review:
“i’ll Take You TheRe: Mavis 
sTaples, The sTaple singeRs, and 
The MaRch up FReedoM’s highwaY”
BYgReg koT
  c.2014, scRiBneR  
   $26.00 / $29.99 canada  •  309 pages

For as long as you can re-
member, there’s always been 
someone in your corner. A sib-
ling watched out for you on 
the playground. A teacher took 
you aside for extra tutoring. A 
neighbor watched your home, 
so you’d be safe. Someone men-
tored you, someone fed you, 
someone put you on the right 
path.

For most kids, though, the 
first advocate was a parent. And 
in the new book, “I’ll Take You 
There” by Greg Kot, you’ll see 
how one father’s push left a 
mark on his family and on mu-
sic.

Born on a “cold Mississippi 
Delta” day in 1915, Roebuck 
Staples knew enough to stay 
away from white folks. He also 
understood that his father’s 
sharecropping life wasn’t his 
own future.

No, Roebuck was obsessed 
with the guitar at a time when 
guitarists could make good 
money. So at age 21, he moved 
to Chicago where he took a se-
ries of jobs to care for the family 
he’d had by then.

Before long, there were four 
children to feed: a boy and 
three girls (later, a fourth). 
There wasn’t much money to go 
around, so the children some-
times spent school years with 
their grandmother in Missis-
sippi - but when the family was 
together, Roebuck (now called 
Pops) taught his children to 
sing.

Singing was something the 
Staples kids did often. Their 
neighborhood friends included 
Lou Rawls, Johnnie Taylor, and 
Sam Cooke. Muddy Waters, Nat 
“King” Cole, and Duke Elling-
ton also performed in the area, 
although Pops insisted that his 
family stick to gospel songs.

By the late 1940s, churches 
on Chicago’s South Side were 
delighted to host the Staple 
Singers, headed up by 8-year-
old Mavis.

By 1953, Pops had recorded 
his family’s performance and 
was shopping for record labels. 
When Mavis graduated from 
high school in 1957, the fam-
ily began touring. By the early 
1960s, they’d performed many 
times in the South.

But the South wasn’t like it 
was when Pops left it during the 
Depression years, and neither 
was music. Folk songs “merged” 
with the civil rights movement 
by 1963. Pops Staple, impressed 
with Dr. King’s work, started 
writing and performing songs to 
reflect society at that time.

And thus, says Kot, “The 
Staple Singers were unabash-
edly freedom fighters.” Though 
Kot focused a little too much 
on dates and discography, I was 

overall impressed here. “I’ll 
Take You There” is a darn 
good story.

Whisking readers over a 
span of nearly 100 years, 
author Greg Kot presents a 
roller-coaster ride of the highs 
and lows of one of gospel and 
soul’s most iconic families.

What I loved the best about 
it was seeing other singers 
and another time through the 
eyes of Mavis Staples, who is 
Kot’s main interviewee. That 
brought me back to my par-
ents’ living room, a scratchy 
LP, and things I’d almost for-
gotten.

This is a great look at his-
tory, both musically and cul-
turally, and though the dates-
and-discography part can 
overwhelm, I think it’s worth 
reading. If you’re particularly 
a fan of soul, R&B, or gos-
pel, “I’ll Take You There” is 
a book you’ll want to corner.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Insult
2. Airline
3. Large, whitish antelope
4. __ fide
5. Playing field
6. Pen brand
7. Small particle
8. Strip
9. Bare
15. Possessive pronoun
19. Rate
21. Shampoo brand
23. Colder
24. Monte __
25. Foot joint
26. Replace a striker
27. Author, Victor
28. Eve’s garden
30. Partial
32. Hades

ACROSS 
1. Those who make the food laws 
(abbr.)
4. Persian religion
10. Headed
11. Lark
12. Olden
13. Dainty
14. Dweller of the Beehive State
16. Dined
17. Ride on the runway
18. Anchorage locale (abbr.)
20. Quiet!
22. .16 of an inch
26. That girl
29. Waste bin
31. Hold close
33. Gall
34. Discrimination based on age
35. Building addition
36. Tiny tree
37. Fish eggs © Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Robert Frost

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

With a little effort this week you can
break out of the rut you're in.

This week, try to make significant
changes so that you won't have to live out
the drama you are living in your life!

The good choices you make today, are the
fundamental elements that may help you
succeed tomorrow.

Where you are, you choose to be. It is a
time when you can make the appropriate
choices.

An opportunity presented by a friend or
co-worker should be investigated more
closely today.

There is a possibility of meeting someone
who is very attracted to you this week
due to your excellent sense of humor.

Your brain will be much more questioning
today in the way you relate to new projects.

You might have the opportunity this
week to express your feelings in a very
effective way.

This week, your social circle could lead
you to a significant meeting indeed!

If you feel the need to express yourself
then go for it today!

Today you can demonstrate great 
understanding for meeting the needs of
your family.

Taking a risk and letting it out may be
worth it this week.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
geT YouR cuRRenT news online aT:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 17)
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SOCHI, Russia - The Unit-
ed States’ hockey team is get-
ting exactly what it wanted. 
Another shot at Canada.

Dustin Brown banged in 
a go-ahead goal late in the 
first period and the Ameri-
cans went on to dominate the 
Czech Republic 5-2 Feb. 19 
to earn a spot in the semifi-
nals for the third time in four 
Olympics.

The U.S. went on to play in 
the gold-medal game in 2010 
and 2002 and lost each time 
to the Canadians.

When the Americans’ coach, 
Dan Bylsma, was asked to 
look ahead to the matchup, he 
took a deep breath and paused 
for several seconds to gather 
his thoughts.

“We knew we were going 
to have some big games prior 
to this point in time, but you 
were looking forward to the 
possibility of this rematch,” 
he said.

After a day off, the coun-
tries that share a long border 
in North America and gener-
ally friendly relations will 
meet on Friday for the chance 
to become hockey champions 
of the Sochi Games.

“It’s a great opportunity,” 
American forward Max Pa-
cioretty said. “They’re obvi-
ously the favorite coming into 
the tournament, and we’ve 
opened up a lot of eyes with 
our play, but we have more in 
the tank to give and to show.

“We keep getting better ev-
ery game and hopefully we’ll 
keep getting better after this 
one.”

While the Canadians had to 
hold off Latvia 2-1, the U.S. 
might be peaking at the right 
time to improve its chances to 
win Olympic hockey gold for 
the first time since the “Mira-
cle on Ice,” in 1980.

If the U.S. wins two more 
games, anyone who has been 
watching them play won’t be 
surprised.

“This is a team that has 
put up a spectacular perfor-
mance,” Czech Republic 
coach Alois Hadamczik said.

And it wasn’t the first time 
in Sochi.

The U.S. has been tested 
only once, in a 3-2, eight-
round shootout against the 
host Russians in the prelimi-
nary round. The Americans 
crushed the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia and Slovenia by a 
combined score of 17-4.

The Americans shaped their 
roster with players who skate 
fast, hit hard, share the puck 
and score.

“It starts off the ice,” Pacio-
retty said. “Everyone on this 
team realizes you have to play 
for the team and check your 
ego at the door. All of us are 
the top players on our team 
back home and you come here 
and you’re asked to play dif-
ferent roles.

“You see everyone in the 
room, willing to go to the 
dirty areas, block shots, make 
hits. It’s nice to see when you 
see a guy like Patty Kane 
backchecking as hard as he 
can across the ice. It kind of 
puts things in perspective.”

While the Czechs had to 
play for a second straight day 
because they needed to beat 
Slovakia in the qualification 
round just to reach the quar-
terfinals, the rested Ameri-
cans were ready to roll after 
two days off.

The U.S. seemed to take ad-
vantage of having fresh legs, 
beating the Czech Republic to 
loose pucks all night long.

“They had more energy,” 
Czech goalie Ondrej Pavelec 
said. “It’s not an excuse, it’s 

just the way it is.”
James van Riemsdyk gave 

the Americans a lead 1:39 
into the game.

They lost it a few minutes 
later when one of their de-
fenseman, Ryan McDonagh, 
tried to clear the puck away 
from the front of the crease 
and it went off the left skate 
of Ryan Suter and got past 
Jonathan Quick.

The Czechs were not as 
successful scoring on their 
own against Quick, who start-
ed ahead of 2010 silver-med-
al winning goaltender Ryan 
Miller and had 21 saves.

Ales Hemsky was credited 
with a goal that two Ameri-
cans touched after he did. 
Hemsky legitimately scored 
his second one, skating to the 
slot and snapping off a wrist 
shot that got past Quick’s 
blocker with 7 minutes left in 
the game.

Brown put the U.S. up 2-1 
at the 14:38 mark of the first, 
and David Backes made it 3-1 
with 1.8 seconds in the pe-
riod.

Zach Parise piled on, 
pushing the Americans’ 
lead to 4-1 midway through 
the second period to chase 
Pavelec after he made just 
eight saves. He was replaced 
by Alexander Salak, who 
stopped 12 shots.

Since the Czechs won 1998 
Olympics, the first with NHL 
players, they have won only 
one a bronze medal in 2006.

USA forward Zach Parise (9) celebrates his goal against the Czech 
Republic with teammates Phil Kessel (81) and USA defenseman Ryan 
Suter during the second period of men’s quarterfinal hockey game in 
Shayba Arena at the 2014 Winter Olympics, Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2014, 
in Sochi, Russia. AP PhOtO/MAtt SlOCUM

U.S. tops Czechs 5-2, will 
face Canada in semifinals

Dolphins fire offensive 
line coach and trainer

MIAMI - 
The Miami 
Dolphins fired 
o f f e n s i v e 
line coach 
Jim Turner 
and longtime 
head athletic 
trainer Kevin 
O’Neill on 
Feb. 19 for 
their roles in 
the team’s 
bullying scan-
dal.

The moves 
were the first 
punitive steps taken by the 
Dolphins since a report on 
the NFL’s investigation of 
the case was released last 
week.

Investigators found that 
guard Richie Incognito and 
two teammates engaged in 
persistent harassment di-
rected at tackle Jonathan 
Martin, another offensive 
lineman and an assistant 
trainer. Martin left the team 
at midseason, and Incognito 
was suspended for the final 
eight games.

Turner didn’t attempt to 
stop the harassment and 
even took part in some of 
the taunting of offensive 
lineman Andrew McDon-
ald, the NFL report said. 
O’Neill expressed hostil-
ity toward the investigation 
and cut short an interview 
with those conducting it, 
according to the report.

O’Neill was fired shortly 
after he and other team of-
ficials arrived in Indianapo-
lis for the league’s annual 
scouting combine. Turner 
didn’t make the trip.

In a news release an-
nouncing the firings, Dol-
phins owner Stephen Ross 
said the behavior described 
in the report was “against 
the core values of our orga-

nization.”
“After receiving the re-

port, I conducted my own 
internal review of the facts 
to determine the appropri-
ate steps for our organi-
zation,” Ross said. “Jim 
Turner and Kevin O’Neill 
are good people who care 
a great deal about their 
profession and the players 
whom they serve, but both 
exhibited poor judgment at 
times, which led me to this 
conclusion.”

Ross said he has been in 
contact with Martin and will 
meet soon with the two-
year veteran. Martin has 
two seasons remaining on 
his contract with the Dol-
phins, but last month Ross 
said he didn’t believe the 
tackle would play again for 
Miami. Incognito becomes 
a free agent this winter and 
will try to sign with another 
team.

Coach Joe Philbin made 
his first public comments 
since the report’s release, 
saying the vulgar language 
and behavior outlined were 
disappointing and unac-
ceptable, and adding that 
fundamental values of re-
spect were violated.

“That ultimately rests on 
my shoulders, and I will be 

accountable moving for-
ward for making sure that 
we emphasize a team-first 
culture of respect toward 
one another,” Philbin said 
in a statement.

The report found no evi-
dence that Philbin was 
aware of abusive conduct 
within the team.

Several people inter-
viewed told investigators 
Turner gave McDonald a 
male sex doll as a gag gift 
around Christmas 2012. 
Turner told investigators he 
didn’t remember the inci-
dent, but investigators said 
they didn’t believe him.

Martin told investiga-
tors O’Neill and other team 
employees saw an assistant 
trainer being humiliated and 
didn’t intervene. O’Neill al-
legedly laughed at racial 
insults directed toward the 
assistant trainer.

O’Neill was the Dol-
phins’ trainer for 18 years 
and has been in the NFL for 
25 years. He and his Miami 
staff won national awards, 
including one last year from 
the National Athletic Train-
ers’ Association.

Turner joined the Dol-
phins shortly after Philbin 
was hired as head coach two 
years ago.

Kevin O’Neill, athletic trainer Jim turner, offensive line coach

By larry lage 
AP Hockey Writer

By Steven Wine
AP Sports Writer
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ENTERTAINMENT

Tank weighs in: Robin 
Thicke and Justin 
Timberlake ‘are doing R&B 
better than us’

‘About Last Night’s’ Kevin 
Hart explains how failure 
made him a success

HBO picks up Dwayne Johnson’s 
half-hour pilot ‘Ballers’

Whether R&B has fallen off 
nowadays has been a topic of 
debate among those who love 
the music. And Tank is no ex-
ception as he offered his two 
cents on the issue.

Chatting with Black Hol-
lywood Thoughts, the TGT 
member commented on the 
lack of R&B ballads on the ra-
dio as well as his thoughts on 
blue-eyed soul stirrers Robin 
Thicke and Justin Timberlake 
making better R&B than most 
black artists:

The lack of radio play for 
ballads and real R&B:

Tank: Name the last time 
you actually heard an R&B 
ballad or even mid-tempo 
played on mainstream radio. 
You won’t. It’s not excit-
ing enough to them anymore. 
We’ve moved out of the age 
of romance and meeting the 
mom and the father before 
you take the girl out. Now it’s 
Twitter and Instagram and ev-
erything’s happening so fast 
that a ballad actually takes too 
long for the payoff.

So, people actually really 
singing is too much to think 
about. Like, ‘I can’t sing 
along with that. Where’s the 
guy with the Auto-Tune? I can 
do that.’ And people are so far 
into the state of reality and be-
ing able to feel like they’re a 

part of it that it’s 
actually them, 
that if it’s too 
far above their 
heads, then they 
can’t relate.

Getting R&B 
back to its es-
sence:

Tank: We 
have to get back 
to making R&B 
for everybody. 
Not just for one 
place in time. 
Not just for the 
bedroom. Not 
just for the bath-
room. If you think about it, 
“Happy” is an R&B record 
that Pharrell just made. That’s 
an old school, throwback R&B 
record. That’s what R&B used 
to sound like. We have to get 
back to that. So we can sing 
on the Oscars, along with 
Pharrell, Robin Thicke, Justin 
Timberlake who are leading 
the charge in R&B music. We 
can’t hate! We can’t hate on 
what it is! The truth is what it 
is. And Robin Thicke and Jus-
tin Timberlake are doing R&B 
music better than us. We need 
to catch up.

Tank continued expressing 
himself on the state of R&B 
after the interview as he gave 
some food for thought on 
Twitter.

“When R&B artists start 
singing about more than just 
sex and the club we’ll get our 
life back!.. #truth,” the singer 
tweeted. “Check my singles 
and get back to me if u have 
something to say on the sub-
ject!.. #ileadbyexample.”

“Don’t pick an artist to di-
rect my statement towards! 
The R&B community as a 
whole is in jeopardy! We all 
have work to do.”

Sounds like this has been 
inside of Tank for more than 
a minute. While there are art-
ists who could be viewed as 
an exception to what he’s 
saying (i.e. Ledisi, Miguel, 
Janelle Monae, Frank Ocean), 
the question is does he have a 
point?

Kevin Hart is in the midst of 
what will likely be another hit film 
project under his belt - the remake 
of the 1986 rom-com, “About Last 
Night,” co-starring Regina Hall, 
Joy Bryant and Michael Ealy.

The film follows two couples, 
Danny (Ealy) and Debbie (Bryant) 
and Bernie (Hart) and Joan (Hall) 
on their journey from the bar to the 
bedroom and how their relation-
ships are eventually put to the test 
in the real world.

Kevin’s film career has been red 
hot as of late, but while doing press 
for “About Last Night,” he was 
very candid about how that wasn’t 
always the case.

“I’ve got stories, I’ve done audi-
tions where the casting director has 
taken the paper out of my hand in 
the middle of reading it and said 
‘that’s enough baby it’s ok,’” re-
vealed Hart.

But Kevin wasn’t done there; he 
also shared what happened to his 
ill-fated television deal.

“My show, ‘Big House,’ was 
picked up, flew me to New York.  
I’m about to step on stage to an-
nounce, ‘Kevin Hart’s - Big House’ 
and a hand grabs my shoulder 
[someone says] ‘Kevin no, they’ve 
just decided to cancel you … 
they’re not going to pick it up.’”

Hart goes even further into detail 
about his failed attempts at a career 
in comedy, explaining that chas-
ing comedic stardom is a “serious 
smack in the face business” and 
even said when he was pursing his 
dreams of being a stand-up come-
dian - before breaking box office 
records for “Laugh At My Pain” 
and more - he withstood some cra-
zy ‘smacks in the face’ himself re-
calling that one of the judges of the 
comedy club The Comic Strip, the 
person who decides if a comedian 
can perform in that club, told him 
that he wasn’t that funny and that 
he didn’t like his approach to stand 
up comedy.

Kevin said his remedy for that 
proverbial ‘slap’ was to go to the 

next comedy club and to have a 
thick skin in the business. Well, 
that thick skin has clearly paid off 
- Kevin has more than five films in 
the works and plans to start hitting 
the stage with another comedy tour 
near the end of next year.

In the meantime catch “About 
Last Night” with your boo when it 
hits theaters Valentine’s Day.

Dwayne Johnson is headed to 
HBO for his first major series 
gig.

The pay cable network has 
picked up the series half-hour 
pilot “Ballers,” featuring the 
wrestling and movie star in the 
story of a group of former and 
current football players.

Johnson stars as Spencer 
Strasmore, a retired athlete. 
The cast includes Omar Benson 
Miller as Charles, an affable for-
mer pro athlete who is search-
ing for his next career; Denzel 
Washington’s son John David 
Washington as Ricky, a highly 
competitive and highly spiritual 
pro athlete; Rob Corddry as Joe, 
a financial advisor who tries re-
ally hard to fit in; Troy Garity 

as Jason, a top-tier sports agent; 
Donovan Carter as Vernon, a 
deeply family-oriented pro ath-
lete; Jazmyn Simon as Julie, 
wife of an ex-pro athlete; Tay-
lor Cole as Michaels, an ESPN 
sideline reporter who is roman-
tically involved with Spencer; 
and LeToya Luckett as Tina, 
widow to one of Spencer’s clos-
est friends.

Johnson is also executive pro-
ducing the series with his “Pain 
& Gain” co-star Mark Wahl-
berg; Wahlberg’s manager/fre-
quent producing partner Steve 
Levinson, on whose original 
idea the project is based; show-
runner Even Reilly; and Peter 
Berg, who directed the pilot.

Production is scheduled to 
begin later this year.

Tank

Hart

Johnson

Eurweb.com

Eurweb.com

Eurweb.com

PSA
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February 19 - February 25, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$699

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH 

WESTERN  STYLE 
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$189

ALL  NATURAL  FRESH

WHOLE
FRYERS

PER  LB.

$100
FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$219

SAVE  ON  

FRYER 
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$219

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SIRLOIN  TIP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$399

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

SIRLOIN  TIP
STEAK

PER  LB.

$459

FROZEN 

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1499

PACKED  FRESH  MARKET  STYLE

SLICED
BACON

PER  LB.

$349

WHITE  OR  YELLOW 

MCKENZIE'S 
CHUB  CORN

16 - 20  OZ.

5/$5

SAVE  ON

COKE  PRODUCTS
20  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

$699

PUREX  LIQUID

LAUNDRY
DETERGENT

50  OZ.  BTL.

2/$5

FREEZER  PLEEZER

ICE  CREAM 
SANDWICHES

6  CT.

$179
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

BISCUITS
BUTTER  FLAVOR  OR  TEXAS  STYLE,  5  CT.  .....

2/$1
PILLSBURRY  CHUB

COOKIES
16  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ. .......................................

$179

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  AMERICAN  CHEESE

SINGLES
12  OZ.  ......................................

$189

MINUTE  MAID  ORANGE 

JUICE
59  OZ. .......................................

$299

ASSORTED  

BANQUET
DINNERS
4.66 - 10  OZ.  ............................. 99¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

FRIES
STEAK  FRIES,  POTATO  PUFFS,
  CRINKLE  CUT,  STRAIGHT,  2  LB. ..........

$179

FURLANI  GARLIC  BREAD  OR

TOAST
6.75 - 10  OZ. ..............................  

$129

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON  GROWN  RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
POUND

99¢

SWEET  FLORIDA

ORANGES
4  LB.  BAGS

$279
FRESH  CRISP

ASPARAGUS
PER  LB.

$199

SWEET  JUMBO

ONIONS
PER  LB.

99¢

FRESH  IDAHO  BAKING

POTATO
POUNDS

2/99¢

1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.




