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Isaiah Madison’s name might not be one that read-
ily comes to mind but his impact on higher education 
in Mississippi is as remarkable as the red clay soil 
that covers the state.

The late Rev. Dr. Madison was among attorneys 
who spent years working on the Ayers lawsuit against 
the state to gain better funding for historically black 
universities in the state. 

A symposium Tuesday at COFO on the Jackson 
State University campus shed light on his efforts in 
the case and the impact it has had on higher educa-
tion at majority black institutions. 

The Fannie Lou Hamer Institute @ COFO (Coun-
cil of Federated Organizations) along with Institute 
for Social Justice and Race Relations, the College of 
Liberal Arts, The College of Education and Human 
Development and the Department of Political Sci-

As of Wednesday afternoon, one of 
three Hinds County escaped inmates 
who walked away from a work detail 
Feb. 10, remained at large.

Hinds County Sheriff Victor Ma-
son held a press conference Wednes-
day morning to announce that Gary 
Chambers, 31, is in custody. Jeremy Jordan, 24, 
turned himself in Feb. 12, and revealed to authorities 
that the escape was planned. Deundre Pinkston, 20, 
has not been apprehended. 

The men, who are nonviolent offenders, were 
picking up trash on I-220 near Forest Avenue when 
they were permitted to walk into the woods to use the 
restroom. They never returned.

Jordan was serving time for more than $6,000 in 
fines and had traffic and contempt of court violations. 
Pinkston owed fines of about $1,000 and was serving 
time for speeding, public profanity and misdemeanor 
domestic assault. Chambers was serving time for 
drug possession, false pretense, contempt of court, 
resisting arrest and disorderly conduct. 

Pinkston and Chambers only had 24 days left to 
serve. Escaping from their work detail could result 
in an additional one to five years to serve, according 

For one amazing evening Feb. 
11,  family and friends, distin-
guished guests and members of the 
public joined New Hope Baptist 
Church in celebrating the enduring 
achievements of four mentors and 
role models while also paying trib-
ute to the long tradition of African-
American accomplishment.   

The honorees: Rep. Robert Clark, 
who in 1967 became the first Afri-
can American elected to the state 
Legislature since Reconstruction; 
Ineva Pittman, Jackson educator 
and community activist; Ellie Dah-
mer, widow of the Forrest County 
NAACP president Vernon Dahmer, 
who was murdered for encouraging 
people to register to vote; and Dr. 
Robert Smith, a college professor 

who has devoted much of his life 
to providing educational opportuni-
ties for students.     

New Hope’s Pastor Dr. Jerry 
Young took time from his many 
demands as president of the Na-
tional Baptist Convention, U.S.A., 
to share his love and praise for the 
guests of honor.

In response, these black history 
“living legends” offered inspired 

reflections, then issued a call to 
today’s youth to walk through the 
doors that they had opened.

“Thousands of African Ameri-
cans growing up today are not tak-
ing advantage of opportunities that 
are out there,” Clark said. “That’s 
what we have been about, taking 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Pres-
ident Barack Obama is chal-
lenging Republicans to live up 
to their avowed adherence to the 
Constitution and agree to vote 
on his nominee to replace the 
late Supreme Court Justice An-
tonin Scalia. A key Republican 
is leaving the door open to tak-
ing the first step.

Despite widespread GOP 
insistence that he leave the de-
cision to the next president, 
Obama said Tuesday he had 
no intention of abdicating his 
responsibilities before leaving 
office early next year. He chid-
ingly told the Senate he expects 
“them to do their job as well.”

“The Constitution is pretty 
clear about what’s supposed to 
happen now,” Obama said be-
fore returning to Washington 
from California.

Fallout from Scalia’s unex-
pected death overshadowed 
Obama’s two days of summitry 

with Southeast 
Asian leaders. 
Obama pledged 
to nominate a 
candidate “indis-
putably” quali-
fied, but Repub-
lican leaders 
have threatened 
to refuse to 
hold hearings 
or a vote on his 
pick to replace 
the conservative 

Scalia.
Yet there were hints that at 

least some Republicans might 
come around. Senate Judiciary 
Chairman Charles Grassley, R-
Iowa, said he would wait “un-
til the nominee is made before 
I would make any decision” 
about holding hearings, boost-
ing White House hopes for get-
ting a third justice confirmed on 
Obama’s watch.

With the looming nomination 

CHICAGO (AP) -- The city of 
Chicago promised Tuesday to start 
more quickly releasing footage after 
police shootings, while activists crit-
ical of how authorities handled the 
videotaped fatal shooting of black 
teenager Laquan McDonald sought 
to have a special prosecutor take over 
the case.

They’re the latest reactions to the 
shattered public trust in police offi-
cers, prosecutors and City Hall: One 
by attorneys, clergymen and some 
elected officials who say they’ve lost 
faith in Cook County’s top prosecu-
tor, and the other by a mayor trying 
to restore people’s confidence in his 
office and police department.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel, who has 
heard repeated calls to step down, 
said he supported the new video poli-
cy recommended by the task force he 
created after the McDonald footage 
was released. His spokesman, Adam 
Collins, said the recommendations 
would be implemented immediately.

The Independent Police Review 
Authority, which investigates officer-

involved shootings, plans to release 
videos and other evidence in all new 
cases as well as current investiga-
tions. The videos and other evidence 
would be released within 60 days, 
but law enforcement agencies can 
seek to delay that by another 30 days.

“Restoring trust between our po-
lice and the communities they’re 
sworn to serve is an essential part 
of our city’s public safety efforts,” 
Emanuel said.

Trust was a clear factor in the peti-
tion for a special prosecutor. The civ-
il rights attorneys and others say they 
want an outside prosecutor for the 
McDonald case and any further in-
vestigation into the shooting because 
of what they see as Cook County 
State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez’s 
close ties to the officers union. They 
say they don’t trust her to aggressive-
ly investigate and prosecute Officer 
Jason Van Dyke, who is charged with 
first-degree murder.

Alvarez’s “track record has under-
mined her credibility, created a crisis 

New Hope Baptist Church honored Black History living legends Feb. 11, at the church. They are Rep. Robert Clark (from left), Ellie Dahmer, Ineva Pittman 
and Dr. Robert Smith. Rev. C.J. Rhodes (far right) joined the honorees on the stage. PHOTO BY GEORGE BROOKS

Carol Ann Madison, wife of the late Rev. Dr. Isaiah 
Madison, is shown with her mother, Helen Miller. 
PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES
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The Jackson chapter of 
Jack And Jill of America 
Inc. presented the 14th 
Biennial Sweetheart Ball 
2016 on Feb. 13,  at the 
Jackson Marriott Hotel. 
The theme for the night 
was a “Celestial Soirée.” 
The program guides were 
Maggie Wade Dixon and 
Derrick Burt.

Kaitlyn Watson was 
crowned Miss Sweet-
heart 2016. Chandler 
Carter was first runner up. 
Chloe’ Owens  was sec-
ond runner up and Assata 
DeMyers was selected as 
Miss Congeniality.

The 15 Sweetheart 
Debutantes participated in 
a variety of enhancing and 
enriching programming 
throughout the Sweetheart 
season.  The Sweethearts 
begin their journey by at-
tending an interest meet-
ing in September and the 
orientation in October.  A 
Mother-Daughter tea was 
held in October. A career 
fair was held in Novem-
ber. In December, the 
Sweethearts participated 
in the Jackson Mississip-
pi Chapter’s community 
service project “Fun with 
Santa.” In January, the 
Sweethearts participated 
in a weekend long retreat 
that began with a Mother-

Daughter Dinner.
The purpose of the 

Sweetheart Ball is to 
continue the tradition of 
presenting accomplished 
young African-American 
ladies to society. The 
event celebrates the out-
standing achievements 
of the young ladies while 
raising awareness of the 
roles, responsibilities 
and expectations of ac-
complished young ladies 
as they prepare for life 
to create an enriching ex-
perience for exceptional 
young African-American 
females. The event also 
raises funds to assist Jack 
and Jill of America, Inc. 
and the Jackson Chapter 
of Jack and Jill to contin-
ue the many philanthrop-
ic works and projects that 
strengthen the well-being 
of all children.

Lisa Gibson McKee 
is chapter president. Re-
Monica Arnold McBride 
is Sweetheart chairper-
son.
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The Fannie Lou Hamer Institute @ 
COFO and The Institute for Social Justice 
and Race in conjunction with Astro Black-
ness present the 2016 Planet Deep South 
Colloquium: Speculative Cultural Produc-
tion and Africanisms in the American Black 
South. The conference is Feb. 24-27, and 
will include panel discussions, exhibitions, 
and a closing plenary session. David Ban-
ner, rapper, producer, actor, and activist 
with Kiese Laymon, a writer, editor and 
associate professor of English and Afri-
cana Studies at Vassar College and Grish-

am Writer in Residence at the University 
of Mississippi for 2015-2016, along with 
Jackson State University student leaders, 
will discuss the relevance of HBCUs in the 
future of Black America at a town hall style 
meeting at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 25,  in the Dol-
lye M.E. Robinson Liberal Arts Building, 
Room 166/266. 

This event will take place on the campus 
of Jackson State University. Planet Deep 
South is a three-day interdisciplinary col-
loquium open to all scholars, artists and 
graduate students that explore the intel-
lectual and creative expression of African 

people through a series of panel discussions 
designed to inspire the inquiry of southern 
Black cultural production through a histori-
cal and speculative lens.  

Through an Afro-futuristic outlook, 
thinkers, writers, musicians and artists en-
vision a Pan African world that is diverse 
yet specific; imagined, yet real, grounded 
yet unlimited, extending beyond region, 
space, and time. 

For additional information regarding the 
2016 Planet Deep South Colloquium call 
(601) 979-1563 or 601-979-4348 or email: 
COFO.Center@jsums.edu

Planet Deep South Colloquium set 
for Feb. 24-27 at Hamer Institute
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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advantage of the opportunities.”
“Young people…you owe us something. 

You are deeply indebted to us,” Dahmer 
said.

Smith spoke of his love of teaching, say-
ing that it grew from his experience walk-
ing to school as a child in Rayville, La. “I 
couldn’t understand why I had to walk so 
far,” he said, explaining that he never forgot 
his father’s words, “‘Son, you’re going to 
have to go to school to change it.’”

Like a true advocate for the rights of the 
underprivileged and with a spark of Moms 
Mabley-style satire, Pittman devoted her 
time in the spotlight to recognizing en-
deared persons in the audience, asking them 
to stand: her sons and daughters, members 
of her Sunday School and small group Bi-
ble classes, the Citywide Ushers, among 
others. She called for members of the Jack-
son Airport Authority to stand, and when no 
one did, her response was, “Well I’ll excuse 
them. They have their hands full – all that 
trouble we went through to get that place 
named after Medgar Wiley Evers.”     

Each “living legend” was introduced by 
a young person who had studied the hon-
oree’s achievements and written the intro-
duction themselves.

Husband-and-wife program guides, Drs. 
John and Ruth Patterson, presented a bril-
liant tribute by reading aloud a poem writ-
ten especially for the honorees, which re-
quired the audience to respond to their call, 
“We Speak Their Names.”

The 23-voice-Callaway High School 
Singers set a mood of black strife and pro-
test with chorale singing, which included 
“Hear my prayer,” written by one of the 
great composers of African-American spir-

ituals, Moses Hogan.  
Program organizers recognized the 

choir’s director, Tamara Myles, for her ef-
forts to educate and train students in the tra-
dition of singing African-American spiritu-
als. Myles, who is a pianist, is in her first 
year as choral director at Callaway High 
School. 

The program was planned by a commit-
tee of New Hope members and coordinated 
by Flonzie  Brown-Wright — the first black 
woman elected to public office in modern 
Mississippi.

This was an opportunity for members of 
the public to hear from four people, all in 
the same space, whose accomplishments, 
on behalf of African Americans – at differ-
ent times and in places – had touched all of 
humanity, said Brown-Wright. Each hon-
oree, now in their 80s and 90s, was willing 
and able to share in a comprehensive and 

connecting way, she said, and remarked 
that, “We had a good history lesson. We 
went to school.”

The Feb. 11th program was part of a 
month-long series of Black history cel-
ebrations at New Hope, titled “Back in the 
Day,” funded in part by the Mississippi Hu-
manities Council.

The theme of tonight’s event is Youth 
Heritage Night: Committed to Moving For-
ward. Miss Mississippi 2014-2015 Jasmine 
Murray is the guest speaker. The Tougaloo 
College Choral Choir will also perform. 
The program begins at 6 p.m. Next week on 
Feb. 25 will mark the Grand Finale night of 
the series. The guest speaker will be Keith 
A. Beauchamp, filmmaker and producer, 
from New York, N.Y.  Jackson State Uni-
versity’s MADDRAMA will perform and a 
film screening of “The Untold Story of Em-
mett Till” will be shown.

ence at Jackson State University honored 
the memory and work of Madison, who 
used his legal training to attack issues of 
injustice and oppression in this country and 
beyond.

The day started with two panel discus-
sions in the afternoon, the first including Dr. 
Rickey Hill, chair and professor of the De-
partment of Political Science at JSU; Louis 
Armstrong, deputy director of Human and 
Cultural Services in Jackson; historian 
Robert M. Walker, Dr. Robert E. Young, 
retired Mississippi Valley State University 
professor; Dr. Cindy Ayers-Elliott, CEO of 
Foot Print Farms; Dr. Hilliard L. Lackey 
III, associate professor of urban higher ed-
ucation/history/geography; and Dr. Rodney 
Washington, associate professor of elemen-
tary and early childhood education at JSU .

Tuesday evening’s event featured as 
speaker Dr. Mary D. Coleman, COO of the 
Crittenton Women’s Union, an anti-poverty 
organization based in Boston Mass., and 

former dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences at Lesley University. 

Coleman, who has researched and docu-
mented Madison’s role in the case, called 
Madison a leader. After some other JSU 
graduates signed on to the Ayers case, nota-
bly U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, Madison 
read over and over the case and joined in. 
“He threw everything he could at the state 
to see what would stick,” Coleman said. 
“The state was only interested in further-
ing the interest of Ole Miss and Mississippi 
State.”

Madison, she said, was interested in rid-
ding the state’s universities of de jure seg-
regation and getting all to be gotten for 
historically black colleges and universities 
(HBCUs).

Coleman spoke of Madison as a person 
of conviction.

“To know Isaiah was to know someone 
who really had self-belief,” she said. “He 
was that little boy who was emblematic of 

the little boys and girls who said ‘this isn’t 
right’ and wouldn’t accept a bone” to go 
away from his belief, she said.

She talked of what Jackson State achieved 
as a result of the settlement in the case. In 
the settlement, she said the understanding 
was that HBCUs would walk away with 
something and something would be left on 
the table. The question was, she said, what 
the state should pay for years of discrimina-
tion against the black schools.

Madison’s wife, Carol Ann Madison, said 
she was grateful for the program honoring 
her husband’s contributions. “It brought 
tears to my eyes,” she said, adding that the 
panelists shared much wisdom about how 
the case started and her husband’s role in it.

“He was humble and didn’t toot his own 
horn. There was a lot of sacrifice but he 
didn’t talk about that,” she said. “This day 
has been wonderful.”

Stephanie R. Jones can be reached at sr-
jones13@gmail.com or (601) 454-0372. 

of confidence in her and her of-
fice, and created the appearance 
that this state’s attorney cannot 
be trusted to zealously and ef-
fectively prosecute Officer Van 
Dyke,” the petition reads.

They contend she has repeat-
edly demonstrated a reluctance 
to charge officers - something 
they said she made clear when 
she failed to charge Van Dyke 
for more than a year despite 
having the now-famous dash-
cam video of McDonald being 
shot 16 times as he seemed to be 
walking away from officers on 
Oct. 20, 2014.

Since the video was released, 
the relationship between law en-
forcement and the community 
has frayed further, spurring the 
chant of “16 shots and a cover-
up” by demonstrators protesting 
the treatment of African Ameri-
cans by the police. While the 
police’s use of force drew much 
of the attention, Alvarez’s will to 
bring charges against police who 
have broken the law has turned 
into an issue.

Alvarez is in a heated primary 
battle for her job, in large part 
because of the McDonald case, 
and she suggested the call for 
a special prosecutor was politi-
cally motivated. 

Alvarez noted in a statement 
that several supporters of one 
of her main challengers in the 

Democrat primary for state’s at-
torney were among those who 
joined that effort. She faces Kim 
Foxx, a former aide to the coun-
ty board president, and former 
prosecutor Donna More in the 
primary.

“It’s more than a little coin-
cidental that this action is being 
taken less than 30 days before an 
election (primary),” she said, de-
nying that her ties to the police 
union and the department are too 
close for her to be even-handed. 
“There is no legal conflict in this 
case.”

Alvarez said she has brought 
charges against 96 law enforce-
ment officers since she took of-
fice in 2008.

McDonald’s great-uncle, Mar-
vin Hunter, who has called for a 
special prosecutor in the past, 
said he supported the petition 
because he has no confidence in 
Alvarez or her office.

Illinois law dictates that in an 
ongoing criminal case it’s the 
presiding judge who decides 
whether a special prosecutor is 
needed because of potential bias 
by a state attorney’s office.

How both the petition and 
the new policy will be received 
by the rank and file officers re-
mained unclear Tuesday. 

Associated Press writer Mi-
chael Tarm contributed to this 
report.

to Mason.
A Crimestoppers tip helped 

law enforcement locate Cham-
bers who had gone to Memphis 
where he was staying with a 
relative.

Family members are be-
ing questioned to determine if 
Chambers had an accomplice to 
help him.

As for finding Pinkston, Ma-
son said, “We will use every 
leverage available from law en-
forcement to apprehend, locate 

and arrest Deundre Pinkston. 
And I caution him - he needs to 
come in.”

The Sheriff’s Department is 
pursuing a lead on Pinkston’s 
possible location.

“I just want Mr. Pinkston to 
know - you next. So, it’s best to 
come on in while it’s fresh,” Ma-
son said.

A Crimestoppers’ reward 
for information leading to 
Pinkston’s capture is being of-
fered.

creating ripples in the presiden-
tial campaign, Obama sought to 
broaden his argument by calling 
the dispute emblematic of years 
of escalating partisan hostilities 
over judicial nominations. He 
lamented a new normal in which 
“everything is blocked” even 
when there’s no ideological or 
substantive disagreement - and 
conceded that Democrats are not 
blameless

“This would be a good mo-
ment for us to rise above it,” 
Obama said.

Court officials said Scalia’s 
body will lie in repose on Friday 
in the Supreme Court’s Great 
Hall, after a private ceremony. 
The funeral mass Saturday will 
take place at the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception in Washington.

Since Scalia’s unexpected 
death at a Texas ranch over the 
weekend, White House lawyers 
and advisers have been scram-
bling to identify potential re-
placements, while also devising 
a strategy to get a nominee con-
firmed.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell has said he doesn’t 
think Obama should put a candi-
date forward. 

The Kentucky senator joined 
several Republicans up for re-
election in declaring that Obama 
should let voters in November 
weigh in on the direction of the 
court through their vote for pres-
ident.

Obama rejected that notion, 
insisting he will put forward a 
replacement and believes the 
Senate will have “plenty of 
time” to give the nominee a fair 
hearing and a vote. Democrats 
say Obama has every right and a 
constitutional duty to fill vacan-
cies on the court until he leaves 
office next January.

The pace of judicial confir-
mations always slows in presi-
dential election years, thanks 
to reluctance by the party out 
of power in the White House to 
give lifetime tenure to their op-
ponents’ picks. In the past, law-

makers have sometimes infor-
mally agreed to halt hearings on 
lower court nominations during 
campaign season. But Obama ar-
gued that “the Supreme Court’s 
different.”

McConnell has shown no 
signs of shifting his opposition, 
and several lawmakers facing 
heated elections have backed 
him up. But the party may still 
be searching for a strategy.

The White House has been 
looking for cracks in the Repub-
lican opposition as it deliberates 
on a nominee, and Grassley’s 
remarks to home-state reporters 
offered the first signs of hope.

If Republicans indicate they 
may hold hearings, Obama 
would have greater reason to 
name a “consensus candidate,” 
a moderate nominee that Repub-
licans would be hard-pressed 
to reject. If there’s virtually no 
chance of Republicans bending, 
Obama might pick a nominee 
who galvanizes Democratic sup-
port and fires up interest groups 
in the election year.

Obama would not tip his hand 
- much. He said he’d pick some-
one that would pass muster for 
honor and integrity even among 
ideological opponents.

He would not comment on 
whether he would consider ap-
pointing a candidate during a 
congressional recess, a last-ditch 
maneuver that would inflame 
partisanship in Congress.

If Senate Republicans hold 
fast to their vow not to con-
firm anyone Obama nominates, 
the Supreme Court will oper-
ate with eight justices - not just 
for the rest of this court term, 
but for most of the next one as 
well. High court terms begin in 
October, and the 80 or so cases 
argued in the course of a term 
typically are decided by early 
summer.

The court would be unable 
to issue rulings on any issue in 
which the justices split 4-4.

Associated Press writer Kath-
leen Hennessey contributed to 
this report.
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Attendees at “The 24-year-old Odyssey of Ayers Litigation: In Remembrance of Attorney Isaiah Madison” Tuesday at COFO included (from 
left) Dr. Charles Holmes, Byron D’Andre Orey, Dr. Robert Smith, Dr. Mary D. Coleman, Helen Miller, Pastor Rose Jenkins, Carol Ann Madison, 
Johnny Anthony,  Dr. Leslie McLemore and U.S. District Court Judge Carlton Reeves.

New Hope Baptist Church Pastor Jerry Young speaks during the program.
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Honoring Our Living Legends
New Hope Baptist Church’s monthlong Black History 
Celebration series began Feb. 4 with New Hope Legacy 
Night. Attorney Charlene Stimley Priester was the 
guest speaker. New Hope youth were also featured on 
the program. 

On Feb. 11, New Hope Baptist Church continued its Black 
History Celebration series with a night dedicated to “Honoring 
Our Living Legends.”  Honorees were Rep. Robert Clark Jr., 
Ellie Dahmer, Ineva Mae Pittman and Dr.Robert H. Smith. 
The Callaway Singers were also featured on the program. 

PHOTOS BY GEORGE BROOKS
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Habitat for Humanity Missis-
sippi Capital Area is starting the 
new year with the dedication of 
two more houses on Greenview 
Drive – a badly blighted street 
in south Jackson in need of re-
vitalization.

The Pope Francis House and 
the 30th Catholic Build House 
will be dedicated at noon Feb. 
19. The two next-door houses 
were built simultaneously last 
fall by donors and volunteers 
from the Catholic and non-Cath-
olic communities.

Catholic churches in the 
Mississippi capital area have 
supported HFHMCA with the 
building of a Habitat house 
since the affiliate was founded 
in 1986, making the Greenview 
Drive house the 30th HFHMCA 
build sponsored by the Catholic 
community.

The Pope Francis House is a 
separate build that was the focus 
of community-wide fundraising 
to match an anonymous dona-
tion from an individual wanting 
to honor Pope Francis. Con-
struction of the two houses be-
gan the week before the Catho-
lic pontiff’s visit to the U.S.

“The challenge from an anon-
ymous donor was a special op-
portunity for both the Catholic 
and non-Catholic communities 
to build a home for a local fam-
ily in need, while honoring Pope 
Francis’ teachings that, ‘The 
love of the poor is at the heart 
of the Gospel,’” said Bishop 
Joseph Kopacz of the Catholic 
Diocese of Jackson, who will 
bless the two houses during the 
dedication. “The Pope has been 
encouraging us to improve peo-
ple’s lives by breaking the cycle 
of poverty and building our 
community, which is certainly 
the focus of Habitat for Human-
ity.”

Cindy Griffin, executive di-
rector of HFHMCA, said the 
local Habitat affiliate is grateful 
to the Catholic community for 
their longstanding support of 
HFHMCA and their leadership 
in helping to revitalize Green-
view Drive. “With St. Therese 
Catholic Church’s property 
located immediately east of 
Greenview Drive, the Catholic 
community is concerned about 
the decline of the street as well 
as aware of the impact a beauti-
ful, safe, Greenview neighbor-
hood can have in encouraging 
more revitalization and devel-
opment in south Jackson. Their 
interest and commitment has 
spurred more churches, busi-
ness institutions, and individu-
als to be sponsors, donors and 
volunteers for Habitat builds on 
Greenview.”

Griffin noted that the street 
has strong community anchors, 
including churches, a public li-
brary, schools, restaurants, and 
retail businesses, along with be-
ing located minutes away from 
Interstate 55. “Not only is

recapturing the street an in-
vestment in south Jackson and 
the metro area, but also it is an 
investment in the lives of good, 
hard-working families who sim-
ply want a safe, decent place to 
live,” she said.

HFHMCA has acquired 24 
properties on Greenview Drive, 
has demolished 17 derelict 
houses, built four new Habitat 
homes, and has plans to build at 
least seven more Habitat homes 
on Greenview in 2016. 

For more information on how 
to donate, volunteer or become 
a HFHMCA  homeowner, call 
(601) 353-6060 or visit www.
habitatmca.org.

Gov. Phil Bryant said that a 
calm demeanor and extensive 
work with children, families 
and the Department of Human 
Services made Justice Dawn 
Beam his choice as the newest 
member of the Mississippi Su-
preme Court.

“I believe that the people of 
the state of Mississippi need 
Judge Beam,” Bryant said 
Tuesday  before she took the 
oath of office as a justice of 
the Supreme Court. “Some of 
the toughest decisions that are 
made are those dealing with 
children and families and this 
lady has navigated difficult wa-
ters.”

Chief Justice Bill Waller Jr. 

said that Justice Beam’s back-
ground as a former chancellor 
will be an asset to the Supreme 
Court. “She comes to us as a 
seasoned chancellor. She is 
hard working,” he said.

Waller praised her leadership 
in efforts to implement elec-
tronic filing in the five counties 
of the 10th Chancery District. 
The chancery district that in-
cludes Forrest, Lamar, Marion, 
Pearl River and Perry counties 
is the  first court district in the 
state to implement district-wide 
e-filing in one operation.

Beam said, “I truly believe 
this is what God would have me 
to do today.”

Moving from a trial court 
to an appellate court will be a 

change of pace. “I’ve spent the 
last 28 years practicing rapid-
fire law,” Beam said. In the 
chancery court, decisions had 
to be made immediately. On 
appeal, the Supreme Court has 
270 days to issue a decision af-
ter the filing of the final brief. 
With that much time to think 
about cases, “I’ll never sleep,” 
she said.

Bryant appointed Beam to 
fill the unexpired term of Jus-
tice Randy Pierce, who became 
director of the Mississippi Ju-
dicial College Feb. 1. The Su-
preme Court term for District 2, 
Position 2, is set to expire Dec. 
31. An election will be held in 
November.

Beam, 52, is the fourth wom-
an to serve on the Mississippi 
Supreme Court.  She became 

the second woman on the cur-
rent court.

Habitat for 
Humanity plans 
dedication  
of two houses

Bryant calls Justice Beam a calm, experienced judge

Justice Dawn Beam (left) takes the oath of office as her husband, Dr. Ste-
phen Beam, holds the Bible. Supreme Court Chief Justice Bill Waller Jr., 
(right) swore her in as the newest member of the Mississippi Supreme 
Court on Feb. in Jackson.
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COMMUNITY

Nationally renowned Mis-
sissippi tenor John Christopher 
Adams will be featured at 7:30 
p.m. Feb. 22, when Mississippi 
Opera presents “New York State 
of Mind” at Duling Hall, 622 
Duling Ave. in Jackson. 

“There is a certain some-
thing about New York that you 
just can’t put your finger on, an 
excitement in the air that per-
meates your being. New York 
influences everything from 
commerce to finance to media to 
art to fashion…its reach is end-
less. From Broadway to Blues, 
Sinatra to Sondheim, this con-
cert will capture what it means 
to be alive in the city that never 
sleeps,” said Mississippi Opera 
Artistic Director Jay Dean. 

“We are so excited about fea-

turing the work and incredible 
voice of Mississippi’s very own 
John Christopher Adams,” said 
Mississippi Opera Executive 
Director Tippy Garner. “With ‘a 
major, stunning voice’ (Opera 
News), John Christopher Adams 
is quickly establishing himself 
on stages around the world. And 
now he’s joining us for our Cab-
aret@Duling Series,” she added.

A native of Fannin, Miss., 
Adams studied drama and mu-
sic with Karen Streit and H.G. 
Morgan. Under their tutelage, he 
received several honors includ-
ing induction into the Missis-
sippi Thespian Hall of Fame and 
being named the Nation’s Top 
Performer by the International 
Thespian Society in 2001. He 
is a 2006 graduate of the Mis-
sissippi College Department of 

Music where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in vocal perfor-
mance. He recently completed 
studies in vocal performance 
and opera at the University of 
Cincinnati-College Conserva-
tory of Music.

The event includes tunes like 
“There’s a Boat Dat’s Leaving 
Soon from New York,” “On 
Broadway,” “On the Wheels of 
a Dream,” “Tomorrow,”  “Mis-
ter Cellophane,” “Bring Him 
Home,” “What a Wonderful 
World,” “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow,” and many more.

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Mississippi is sponsoring the 
event. Tickets are $20 and can 
be ordered by calling (601) 960-
2300 or online at www.msopera.
org.  Tickets are also available at 
the door.

A free screening of the docu-
mentary Yazoo Revisited: In-
tegration and Segregation in a 
Deep Southern Town is set for 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb. 18, in 
Jackson State University’s Stu-
dent Center Theater.

Filmmaker David Rae Morris 
will be on hand to discuss the 
making of the film and to address 
questions from the audience.

Willie Morris’ hometown of 
Yazoo City was settled in the 
early 1800s. Situated in the mid-
dle of Yazoo County, the largest 

in Mississippi, Yazoo City is 40 
miles northwest of the capitol 
city of Jackson. Called “the gate-
way to the Delta,” Yazoo City is 
located half in the hills and half 
in the flatlands. 

Like many Delta communities 
it relied on agriculture and tim-
ber as its principal economy and 
benefited by having the Yazoo 
River flow thorough on its way 
to Vicksburg and the Mississippi 
River.

Morris graduated from Yazoo 
High School in 1952, and went 
to the University of Texas, where 

he made a name for himself as 
editor of The Daily Texan. Af-
ter four years in England as a 
Rhodes scholar, he returned to 
Texas to serve as editor of the 
liberal journal, The Texas Ob-
server, before moving to New 
York to become a junior editor at 
Harper’s Magazine. In 1967, at 
the age of 32, Morris was named 
the youngest editor-in-chief at 
Harper’s. His first book, “North 
Toward Home,” a memoir of 
growing up white in the South, 
was published in October of that 
year and won instant praise and 

recognition, but angered many 
of the residents of his home-
town because it gave a direct and 
frank view of race relations in 
Mississippi.

In the fall of 1969, the Su-
preme Court ruled that Mis-
sissippi’s public schools must 
implement full integration im-
mediately.  As a result, there 
were rumors of violence, mass 
boycotts by white students, and 
a rush by many parents to estab-
lish all-white, private academies. 

Journalists from around the 
country descended on Yazoo 

City to cover the story. They 
included correspondents from 
Time Magazine, The New York 
Times, The Boston Globe, and 
The Charlotte News-Observer, 
as well as many of the national 
television networks. 

Willie Morris returned as well 
to cover the story for Harper’s. 
His subsequent book, “Yazoo: 
Integration in a Deep Southern 
Town,” was published in 1971. 
Unlike many other towns in the 
state, Yazoo City’s transition to 
become an integrated school sys-
tem went smoothly and without 

incident and the Yazoo City pub-
lic schools became, at least for 
while, a model for racial diver-
sity in Mississippi. It was only in 
the 1990’s that they slowly be-
gan to re-segregate. Today Yazoo 
High School, as well as many of 
the public schools in Mississippi 
is almost entirely black.

Though a still photographer 
by trade, David Rae Morris-
-Willie Morris’ son--decided that 
a documentary film would be the 
most effective medium to pick 
up where his father left off and 
tell the story of Yazoo City.

Adams’ tenor voice headed to Duling Hall

Films covers integration of Yazoo schools
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Pastor Williams offers Senate prayer

Dr. Michael Williams (center), pastor of College Hill Baptist Church in Jackson, delivered an opening prayer 
to the Senate Jan. 29,  at the invitation of Sen. Hillman T. Frazier (right), who led the Pledge of Allegiance after 
Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves (left) called the lawmakers to order.

Links members visit lawmakers

Members of The Links Incorporated, including Mavis James, (third from left), and Dorothy S. Thompson, 
(fourth from left), visited lawmakers at the Capitol Feb. 11, to lobby their support for projects the organization 
might become involved with. Others standing (from left) are Rep. Jarvis Dortch, Sen. David Jordan, Rep. 
Robert L. Johnson III and Sen. Sollie B. Norwood.



LaToya Colenberg-Eakins’ 
little dog Deucebug might have 
to take a break from crawling 
into bed with her every night. 

“He’s going to be so sad,” 
Colenberg-Eakins said. Her 
pug won’t be the only one 
who will miss out on a favor-
ite ritual. Colenberg-Eakins no 
longer can enjoy venison. “No 
wildlife,” she said. “And my 
husband is a big-time hunter.”

The tradeoff, however, is a 
no-brainer. On Jan. 11, Colen-
berg-Eakins turned her back on 
seven years of dialysis when 
she received a new kidney at 
the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center.

She lost a little. She gained 
so much.

“My incision hurts, but I feel 
awesome. The last time I got 
dialysis was last Friday (Jan. 
8),” said Colenberg-Eakins, a 
2011 graduate of the Univer-
sity of Mississippi School of 
Dentistry whose practice spans 
three cities, less than 24 hours 
after her surgery. “With dialy-
sis, you feel so heavy. Now, I 
feel light. It’s weird. I’m hurt-
ing, but I feel so great.”

Dr. Mark Earl, assistant pro-
fessor of transplant surgery, 
performed the procedure. “Her 
kidney function is outstand-
ing,” he said on Jan. 13, the day 
before her scheduled release. 
“She’s right on track. End-
stage renal disease patients 
who receive a transplant live 
longer and have a better quality 
of life generally than those who 
remain on dialysis.”

The Pearl resident’s journey 
to a kidney transplant began 
when she was diagnosed at 
age 13 with focal segmental 
glomerular sclerosis, a serious 
disease that usually leads to 
kidney failure. In her second 
year of dental school, her kid-
neys failed completely and she 
began the rigors of dialysis five 
days a week.

It caused a temporary inter-
ruption in her classes and her 
pursuit of a longtime dream: 
to practice dentistry in Missis-
sippi’s rural communities. “In 
Fayette, there are no dentists 
- no one in general practice,” 
she said of the town where she 
grew up.

Because their teeth were de-
cayed and neglected, people 
then and now “ended up with 
extractions. Their teeth are 
pulled. If they’d gotten earlier 
care, that wouldn’t have hap-
pened. I want them not only to 
have healthy teeth, but to look 
better.”

That comes from personal 

experience.
As a young girl, “I hated my 

teeth. I had a bunch of spacing 
issues,” said Colenberg-Eak-
ins, now 31. “People thought 
I was an angry person because 
I didn’t smile. I got braces and 
a lot of reconstructive surgery, 
and that transformed me.”

A dental school rotation at 
the Jackson-Hinds Compre-
hensive Health Center locked 
in her decision to pass up an of-
ten-lucrative dentistry practice 
in a more urban area. “I’d ask 
a patient, ‘How long has your 
tooth been hurting?’ They’d 
say, ‘Ten years.’ ”

She returned to her roots, 
now practicing full-time at 
the Claiborne County Fam-
ily Health Center and working 
part-time for a Jackson dental 
practice that also has an of-
fice in Hattiesburg. And as she 
became more exhausted, both 
from her disease and constant 
travel, she made it onto three 
kidney transplant waiting lists, 
the most recent a year ago in 
Mississippi.

“My daily routine has been 
to get up, drive to work, haul 
home and get on dialysis for 
three hours, sit up for 30 min-
utes to make sure I’m not 
bleeding, go to sleep, and the 
next day do it all over again,” 
she said. “I would normally get 
to bed at midnight or 1. I had to 
plan everything.”

It’s a big challenge for the 
overwhelming majority of pa-
tients just to manage their di-
alysis at home, much less be a 
busy professional,” Earl said. 
“That is incredible.”

Colenberg-Eakins almost 
lost hope, and so did her moth-
er, as the wait stretched on 
and others were selected for a 
transplant. “I did get angry for 
a while a year ago, but then I 
realized how dangerous that 
was. I questioned God. But I 

apologized to him, and I found 
a peace.”

She and her mother, Betty 
Colenberg of Fayette, are 
women of faith. Betty’s hus-
band and LaToya’s father, the 
Rev. Anthony Charles Colen-
berg, is a pastor, as is Colen-
berg-Eakins’ husband, Elbert 
Eakins Jr.

“It hurt when you saw other 
people get a kidney, and then 
they messed it up,” Betty Co-
lenberg said. “But then I said, 
‘Lord, give it to her in your 
time, not in my time.’ ” 

The time came early the 
morning of Jan. 10, as her par-
ents were driving to the church 
her father pastors in Natchez. A 
weary Colenberg-Eakins was 
in bed. “I almost missed the 
call. I had my phone on silent. 
I just happened to look at it,” 
Colenberg-Eakins said.

Her dad was the alternate 
contact. He fielded a call, 
then told his wife. “We turned 
around and came back,” Betty 
Colenberg said. “I’ve had a bag 
packed all this time.”

That night, Colenberg-Ea-
kins said, her new life kicked 
in. “It’s a feeling to be in end-
stage kidney disease, and it’s 
gone,” she said.

“I’ve been in a lot of hos-
pitals in my lifetime, and this 
by far has been my best expe-
rience,” she said of her stay at 
the Medical Center, where she 
was assigned her own trans-
plant nurse. “If I need some-
thing, I push a button and they 
are here in a second. But I’m 
ready to get home. I’ve been a 
good patient.” 

She was cleared to go back 
to work in four weeks, but 
she’s taking eight as flu season 
gets into full swing. “I work 
around a lot of patients who are 
sick,” Colenberg-Eakins said.  
“The clinic has been very good 
to me. I’m blessed.”
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By Ruth Cummins
Special from the UMMC

As Black History month 
comes to an end, the Arts Alive 
Foundation honors a new school 
of thought leaders and change 
agents. The 2016 Young, Gifted 
& Empowered Awards is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Feb. 28, at the 
Centre for Leadership and Art 
at Jackson Prep School, 3100 
Lakeland Drive. 

YG&E honors young pro-
fessionals between the ages of 
25-45 who have demonstrated 
a noteworthy commitment to 
excellence and community 
service; a high level of charac-
ter, leadership and innovation 
through professional and per-
sonal growth. The trailblazers 
that are honored are instrumen-
tal in moving Mississippi for-
ward in art, leadership, philan-
thropy, business, innovation and 
education. 

The 2016 honorees are: 
KaKeyla James, Entrepreneur 

of the Year
Steven James, Philanthropist 

of the Year
Dr. Aisha Nyandoro, Leader 

of the Year
Dr. Cedrick Gray, Educator of 

the Year 
Dr. Marco Moran, Innovator 

of the Year
Derek Blanks,  Artist of the 

Year
“Young, Gifted & Empow-

ered is our way of telling our 

success stories. So often the 
media only paints one picture 
of our community, when there’s 
so much more to us,” shares 
YG&E Founder, Shameka Reed. 
“While we are highlighting six 
individuals from Jackson, there 
are so many more stories that 
need to be told. We are commit-
ted to sharing those stories.” 

YG&E is not your typical 
awards ceremony. It’s an actual 
awards show that’s similar to the 
NAACP Awards or BET Hon-
ors. The evening is filled with 
multimedia presentations, artis-
tic performances and tributes. 

World renowned photogra-
pher and YG&E Artist of the 

Year Derek Blanks is excited 
to return home and accept his 
award.

“I’m thankful to be honored 
by my hometown,” shared 
Blanks, who has photographed 
and created videos for Nicki 
Minaj, Chaka Khan, Brandy, 
and Michelle Williams, just to 
name a few. “It means that I 
am doing something right and 
that all my hard work has not 
been in vain. This award has 
inspired  and encouraged me to 
keep onward.

YG&E is free and open to the 
public. To RSVP or learn more, 
visit www.YGE16.Eventbrite.
com.

In an effort to remind Missis-
sippians that February is Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness 
and Prevention month, Attor-
ney General Jim Hood encour-
aged parents to be aware of the 
widespread issue that has seri-
ous long-term and short-term 
effects.

“Teen dating violence is one 
of the most devastating, but 
often hidden, dangers that our 
young people face,” said Hood. 
“For as much as domestic vio-
lence among adults is an issue 
that is too often not discussed, 
teen dating violence is even less 
discussed and less reported by 
victims.”

Many teens do not report 
these acts because they are em-
barrassed or afraid to tell friends 
and family.

Dating violence occurs be-
tween two people in a relation-
ship and can be physical, verbal, 
emotional or sexual. The effects 
of all teen dating violence reach 
beyond their formative years 

and can cause negative effects 
that continue during adulthood. 
Both boys and girls can be vic-
tims of dating violence, and 
both boys and girls can commit 
dating violence.

Physical abuse may include 
shoving, punching, slapping, 
pinching, hitting, kicking, hair 
pulling or strangling. 

Verbal or emotional abuse 
may include name calling, ex-
treme jealousy, belittling you or 
threatening. 

Sexual abuse may include 
unwanted touching and kissing 
or the force of unwanted sex or 
other sexual conduct.

Because of the prevalence 
of dating violence, Hood urges 
everyone to know the warning 
signs in case someone you love 
becomes a victim. 

Anyone who is being sub-
jected to abuse in his or her rela-
tionship may exhibit some of the 
following behaviors or signs:

-- Withdrawal from family or 
friends

-- Depression or mood swings

-- Unexplained injuries
-- Becoming fearful or anx-

ious of their boyfriend/girl-
friend’s reactions

Hood said violence is never 
acceptable, and teen dating 
violence negatively impacts ev-
eryone. He said the his office is 
committed to ending teen dat-
ing violence and educating our 
teens about healthy relation-
ships, with an ultimate goal to 
stop dating violence before it 
starts -- not just this month, but 
throughout the year.

For more information about 
Teen Dating Violence, or to 
download a free copy of our 
Teen Dating Violence brochure, 
visit our Teen Dating Violence 
page at www.agjimhood.com. 
The brochure explains what dat-
ing violence is, how to know if 
you are in an abusive relation-
ship and want to do if you think 
you are in such an unhealthy re-
lationship.

It also contains links to addi-
tional resources and anonymous 
teen dating violence help lines.

Perspective Entertainment, 
LLC has partnered with the 
Brain Injury Association of 
Mississippi to present “The 
Paul Porter Experience” — a 
gospel concert — at 5 p.m. 
Feb. 21, at Thalia Mara Hall in 
Jackson.

The concert line-up includes 
gospel artists such as Rance 
Allen, Ruben Studdard, Alex-
andria Johnson, The Canton 
Spirituals and the Mississippi 
Mass Choir. A VIP Red Carpet 
Event hosted by Dr. Bobby 
Jones, host of the BET Sunday 
Morning Gospel Show, is also 
planned.

The purpose of the Paul 
Porter Experience is to pro-
vide encouragement to those 

individuals who have experi-
enced any type of life-threat-
ening accidents. The traumatic 
experience that Porter endured 
and overcame is quite remark-
able and this event will pro-
vide spiritual encouragement, 
through the gospel concert. 

Porter’s debut solo re-
lease — “A New Day” — is 
described as a mixture of the 
soulful styling’s of Al Green, a 
generous splash of traditional 
Gospel quartet sound and a 
pinch of old school R&B with 
a teaspoon of Urban grooves. 

In 1996, Porter’s career 
came to an abrupt halt and his 
faith was tested when he suf-
fered a brain aneurism. As a 
result of the aneurism, he lost 
his sight, his voice, his ability 
to walk and motor skills. 

“It was a wake-up call for 
me, and it gave me a sense 
of closeness to God, although 
the doctors had given me up 
to die,” said Porter. It took 
nearly five years for Paul to 
completely regain his footing. 

Confined to a wheelchair and 
having to attend therapy to 
regain basic daily functions, 
Porter persevered and contin-
ued to push forward. 

Renewing his vision, spiri-
tually and physically, Paul 
found inner strength and 
support in a song he wrote, 
“You’ve Been So Good.” Paul 
remembers the promise that 
he made to God when he was 
sick. 

“I told Him when I got off 
my sick bed, I would testify 
everywhere I went.”

The Brain Injury Associa-
tion of Mississippi was found-
ed in 1987 and serves people 
throughout the state of Mis-
sissippi. The mission of the 
organization is to “enhance 

the quality of life for survi-
vors of brain and spinal cord 
injuries and their families and 
to develop and promote sup-
port programs to prevent such 
injuries.” Brain injury is the 
leading cause of death and dis-
ability of children and young 
adults. Mississippi is in the top 
5 states in numbers of brain 
injuries, including strokes. 
For additional facts about The 
Brain Injury Association of 
Mississippi, visit www.ms-
braininjury.org.

Tickets for the event can be 
purchased through Ticketmas-
ter. A portion of the proceeds 
from every ticket purchased 
will be donated to the Brain 
Injury Association of Missis-
sippi.

New kidney, new life 
for UMMC dental grad

Young, Gifted & Empowered event 
honors trailblazers, change agents

Hood offers reminders during 
Teen Dating Awareness Month

Event designed to encourage those who’ve faced life-threatening accidents
Paul Porter Experience set for Feb. 21

Dr. Mark Earl, UMMC assistant professor of surgery, transplanted 
a new kidney in January into LaToya Colenberg-Eakins of Pearl, 
a 2011 graduate of the UM School of Dentistry. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
UMMC

Honorees pictured are (top, from left) Dr. Aisha Nyandoro, Dr. Cedrick 
Gray, Steven James; (bottom) Dr. Marco Moran, Derek Blanks and Ka-
Keyla S. Manning.
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Row upon row of young chil-
dren file off buses and into the 
School of Dentistry on the cam-
pus of the University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center early Fri-
day morning.

It’s all hands on deck as ev-
eryone from administrative staff 
and faculty to students and re-
searchers work together to serve 
the biggest influx of patients, in 
a four-hour period, that the den-
tal clinics will see all year: Give 
Kids A Smile.

Before noon, nearly 1,200 stu-
dents from Johnson, Galloway 
and Dawson elementary schools 
will have received a free dental 
exam and cleaning, instruction 
on brushing and flossing, seal-
ants on permanent molars, and a 
referral, if needed.

“Give Kids A Smile is a won-
derful project that the School of 
Dentistry is proud to participate 
in annually,” said Dr. David Fel-
ton, dean of the school. “It is our 
time to give back to the commu-
nity, and to provide much-need-
ed care to children in Missis-
sippi. We are delighted to have 
the opportunity to participate 
once again in this most worthy 
project.”

The American Dental Asso-
ciation began the national Give 
Kids A Smile program in 2003 
as a way for dentists to join with 
the community to provide dental 

services to underserved children. 
UMMC’s School of Dentistry 
has been taking part since the 
beginning.

“Preventive care is critical to 
maintaining good dental health 
and overall well-being, and we 
will continue to participate in ef-
forts to help those who need it,” 
said Dr. William Duncan, interim 
chair of pediatric dentistry and 
community oral health. “Give 
Kids A Smile Day is a fun time 
for the School of Dentistry.”

Nearly one in four children 
ages 2-11 has untreated cavities 
in their baby teeth, according 
to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Regular dental check-ups are 
critical to keep a child’s teeth 
and gums healthy. Left untreat-
ed, tooth decay can have devas-
tating effects on young children 
and has been connected to more 
serious health concerns later in 
life, including cardiovascular 
disease, stroke, bacterial pneu-
monia and diabetes. Early den-
tal problems can affect a child’s 
learning, interaction with other 
children and ability to eat.

State Sen. Hillman Frazier is 
a familiar face at the school for 
this annual event.

“I look forward to coming here 
every year because it’s a very 
good learning experience,” said 
Frazier. “I have a chance to see 
the progress the School of Den-
tistry is making, to interact with 

the staff members and faculty 
and to see how they are training 
up young dental professionals.”

Frazier said that the preven-
tive nature of the exams will help 
Mississippi’s children in their 
academic achievement as well.

“This is the first time some of 
these students have to receive 
dental care, and it’s very good 
to see them getting the care and 
attention,” Frazier said. “This is 
preventive. If dental problems 
go unattended, they miss days 
out of school and fall behind. It’s 
going to save the state money in 
the long run.”

Asia Rouser, a 5-year-old 
student in pre-kindergarten at 
Johnson Elementary, sat with 
her classmates Layla, Miley, 
London and Marquavius. They 

waited patiently for their turn to 
be seen.

Asia leaned back on the bench 
and laughed quietly to herself. 
When asked what is funny, she 
almost didn’t want to answer. 
With a little prodding, she spilled 
the beans.

“I was thinking I want to work 
here when I grow up. I want to 
be a dentist.”

Underneath the hustle and 
bustle of the morning, the fac-
ulty, students and staff at the 
School of Dentistry aren’t just 
providing much needed oral 
health care. They are inspiring 
the next generation of Missis-
sippi dentists.

Give Kids A Smile is made 
possible by the support of the 
University of Mississippi Medi-

cal Center, Jackson Medical Mall 
Foundation, Hinds Community 
College, Mississippi Dental As-
sociation and private dentists 
along with community and cor-
porate partners including Henry 
Schein, Ultradent, Colgate Oral 

Pharmaceuticals, C-Spire, John-
son & Johnson Healthcare, Pre-
mier Dental, Whip Mix Corpora-
tion, Mississippi Department of 
Transportation, Brown Bottling 
Company, Owens and Minor, 
and many others.

Provine High School teach-
er LaShunna McInnis was 
named the 2016 Jackson Pub-
lic Schools Teacher of the Year 
Feb. 11. 

Superintendent Dr. Cedrick 
Gray and her Provine Principal 
Laketia Marshall Thomas led 
a large group of well-wishers 
during a surprise visit to the 
school where the award presen-
tation was made.

“We want to celebrate Mrs. 
McInnis and her accomplish-
ments,” said Gray. “She is the 
epitome of great teaching in 
our city. I am delighted to sa-
lute this wonderful educator for 
her caring and stern leadership 
of our academic scholars.”

“Mrs. LaShunna McInnis is 
very deserving of this honor,” 
said Thomas. “Her dedication 
and commitment to the students 
at Provine High School far sur-
pass that of an ordinary teach-
er...and for that....she is indeed 
our Teacher of the Year.”

McInnis is a native of Jack-
son and a 1989 graduate of 
Provine. She strives to impart 
the wealth of knowledge she 
has accumulated about litera-
ture and life with the students 
in the West Jackson commu-
nity served by Provine. In her 
22 years of teaching, she prides 
herself in the relationships she 
has built to improve education-
al opportunities for students.

“I’m excited,” said McIn-
nis as she accepted the Teacher 
of the Year award. “I just love 
teaching. I’m passionate about 
teaching. I’m passionate about 
children. I want them to have 
the brightest future, and I know 
if I am a part of that equation 
that they will get the best edu-
cation possible.”

McInnis attended Mississip-
pi Valley State University and 
graduated with honors receiv-
ing a bachelor’s in political sci-
ence, pre-law. She received her 
master’s  in teaching English 
from Jackson State University 
and is currently pursuing a doc-
torate in educational leadership 
from Walden University.

She has served as a tutor for 
the local United Way’s Drop 
Out Prevention Program and 
Gray and Associates Education 
Consulting Firm. She is cur-
rently the advisor for the AS-
CEND program, an educational 
target of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc.

McInnis has been a member 
of Anderson United Method-
ist Church for 21 years where 
she is a member of the sanc-
tuary choir, a Bible study and 
marriage ministry facilitator, 
and founder and director of the 
Anderson Youth Choir. She is 
also an active member of Al-
pha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
She is the wife of Christopher 
McInnis and the mother of five 
children, Kayla, Jai, Christo-
pher, Ian and Nykendra.

McInnis will serve as JPS 

Teacher of the Year through-
out next school year. She will 
also represent the district in the 
Mississippi Teacher of the Year 
recognition program.

The 2016 JPS Teacher of the 
Year received:

 • Two complimentary week-
ends at hotels in the Jackson 
area at The Holiday Inn and 
Suites and Fairfield Inn and 
Suites of Marriott

 • $100 gift card that can be 
used at Bravo’s, Sal and Mook-
ie’s or Broad Street

 • $40 gift card to Luby’s
 • Memo wallet from Bank-

Plus
 • Flower/balloon bouquet 

from Kroger’s, I-55
 • Congratulatory plaque, 

compliments of Gov. William 
Winter

 • Coffee mug and snacks

Key Elementary Principal 
Dionne Woody was named the 
2016 Jackson Public Schools 
Administrator of the Year. Supt. 
Dr. Cedrick Gray and district 
administrators surprised Woody 
on the morning Feb. 15, in a 
school-wide assembly, attended 
by her coworkers, fellow princi-
pals, church members, parents, 
school adopters, triplet sister, 
family and friends.

Woody says she’s successful 
because of her leader, Supt. Dr. 
Cedrick Gray.

“It is evident that Ms. Woody 
has a love for her scholars 
and this community and they 
love her,” said Dr. Gray. “Mrs. 
Woody’s leadership and laser 
light focus on academic achieve-
ment is phenomenal. She is the 
epitome of leadership in our dis-
trict.”  

“Working with children is part 
of my daily life,” said Woody. 
“Children are a gift. It makes 
me feel proud knowing I have 
reached a child. I am a strong 
advocate for children being 
treated fairly, academically and 
socially. Also, I believe in the 
old African Proverb: It Takes a 
Village to Raise a Child.”    

Woody joined the school just 
four years ago from Bradley 
Elementary School, and in that 
time, improved the state rating 
for the school. Bradley went 
from a D to a B. Now they are 
working on that A.

 “Don’t let where your school 
is or the environment affect the 
student’s growth,” said Woody. 
“It does not matter where the 
building actually is, it is what’s 
going on in the inside that mat-
ters.”

Woody received both bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in 
education at Jackson State Uni-
versity. 

She is an active member of 
Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist 
Church and the Madison County 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Incorporated, 
where she is involved with nu-
merous community service proj-
ects and partnerships. 

She will serve as JPS Admin-
istrator of the Year throughout 
next school year. 

She will also represent the 
district in the Mississippi Ad-
ministrator of the Year recogni-
tion program.

The 2016 JPS Administrator 
of the Year received:

 • Two complimentary week-
ends at hotels in the Jackson area 
at The Holiday Inn and Suites 
and Fairfield Inn and Suites of 
Marriott

 • $100 gift card that can be 
used at Bravo’s, Sal and Mook-
ie’s or Broad Street

 • $40 gift card to Luby’s
 • Memo wallet from BankP-

lus
 • Flower/balloon bouquet 

from Kroger’s, I-55
 • Congratulatory plaque, 

compliments of Gov. William 
Winter

 • Coffee mug and snacks
 • A  framed picture from 

Elim’s Art Concept was donated

JPS names McInnis 
Teacher of Year

JPS names Woody 
Administrator of Year

Provine teacher LaShunna McInnis has been named the JPS Teach-
er of the Year for 2016.

Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray presents Dionne Woody with the Administrator 
of the Year plaque.

JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray and Provine Principal Laketia 
Marshall Thomas led a celebration at the school honoring LaShunna 
McInnis as the District’s 2016 Teacher of the Year.

Key Elementary Principal Dionne Woody is congratulated by her fam-
ily members for being named the JPS Administrator of the Year

Mississippi Link Newswire Mississippi Link Newswire

JPS students take a field trip to see the dentist
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Johnson Elementary student Khloe Hudson shows off her brushing 
technique to Sen. Hillman Frazier (left) , Fahad Al-Fadhli, second-year 
dental student, and Jennifer Bui, third-year dental student. PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF UMMC

Keisha King, third-year dental student (right), cleans Johnson Elemen-
tary student Shakayla Taylor’s teeth as Andrew Sinclair, second-year 
dental student, assists during Give Kids A Smile day at UMMC’s School 
of Dentistry.

Johnson Elementary Pre-K students (from left) Layla Walls, Miley 
Thomas, Asia Rouser, London Johnson and Marquavius Brown say 
they want to return to the school one day to become dentists.

By Alana Bowman
Special from UMMC



Jackson State University is 
exploring a new model for edu-
cation. The College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology is 
hosting the CSET Spring 2016 
Thought Leaders in STEM 
Learning Colloquium Series to 
analyze ways to reinvent stu-
dents learning in the 21st cen-
tury. The lead speaker for the 
series is Dr. Stephen Lu of Uni-
versity of Southern California, 
Viterbi School of Engineering

Lu is a world-renowned re-
searcher, teacher and an educa-
tion entrepreneur who will pres-
ent “iPodia: Classrooms Without 
Borders.” The Viterbi iPodia 
Program at USC enables global 
student participation in intercon-
nected classrooms across physi-
cal, institutional and cultural 
boundaries. This approach to 
innovative learning globaliza-
tion has pushed the century-old 
education enterprise.

“Unlike distance education 
that uses technologies to enlarge 
the delivery distance of course-
ware, iPodia employs technolo-
gies to eliminate the interaction 
distance between students to 
realize “no-distance” learning,” 
Lu said.

CSET will host speakers 
this spring to investigate the 
pioneering pedagogy of multi-
discipline, diverse and creative 
methods throughout the nation.

“The university of today 
needs to prepare our students to 
engage in thinking in a diverse, 
multicultural ambience. But this 
is not just true for engineering 
but across all disciplines. What 
iPodia brings to the reinvented 
university are true value-added 
opportunities,” said Dr. Richard 
A. Aló, dean of JSU’s CSET.

More courses are avail-
able digitally, and some are 
free. Does the revolutionary ac-
cessibility to education courses 
threaten the value proposition of 
brick-and-mortar universities as 
a viable player “in the future?

Engineering is about design 
and problem-solving,”Alo said. 
“Exposure to the iPodia pro-
gram will advance our engi-
neering education way beyond 
content learning into the en-
hanced learning environments 
achieved through value added 
from context, diversity and glo-
balization integrations.”

Dr. Kamal Ali, chair of the 
Department of Industrial Sys-
tems and Technology, said, 
“JSU is excited to welcome Dr. 
Lu from Viterbi as we are at the 
helm of reinventing the way our 
students learn and the way we 
instruct them. We will continue 
to learn how to ensure that cam-

pus learning is sustainable.”
iPodia Alliance includes 

12 global universities on four 
continents, giving more than 
400,000 students the opportu-
nity to learn together around 
the clock and throughout the 
season. iPodia, where “i” 
stands for inverted, interactive 
and inclusive learning, is built 
upon three pillars: (1) technolo-
gy “platform” that makes it fea-
sible; (2) education “program” 
that makes it operational; and, 
most importantly, (3) inclu-
sive “pedagogy” that makes it 
unique and exciting.

Lu founded iPodia in 2009. 
He holds a permanent endowed 
chair professorship at USC and 
serves in executive/advisory 
roles at multiple international 
organizations. He founded the 
IMPACT Research Laboratory 
and directs Product Develop-
ment Engineering.
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Reigning Ms. Wheelchair 
Mississippi titleholder Lauren 
Compere is requesting the as-
sistance of Alcorn State Univer-
sity students, faculty, staff and 
alumni in finding contestants for 
the upcoming Ms. Wheelchair 
Mississippi Pageant.

The pageant, which will be 
held at 6 p.m. March 12,  at the 
Madison Central High School 
Auditorium in Madison, focus-
es on crowning the woman who 
will be the best communicator 
and advocate for individuals af-
fected by a disability. The pag-
eant is open to the public and 

will have a $5 admission fee. 
All proceeds will go to the Ms. 

Wheelchair Mississippi Organi-
zation.

The Ms. Wheelchair Missis-
sippi Organization is accepting 
applications for the event. The 
contestant registration fee is 
$65. Contestants must be 21 or 
older and full time wheelchair 
users. There is no cut off age. 
Contestants must have lived in 
Mississippi for at least six con-
secutive months.

“The ultimate goal is to spread 
the word and find women who 
are in wheelchairs to participate 
in this fantastic advocacy op-
portunity,” said Compere, who 
also serves as the state coordi-

nator for the Ms. Wheelchair 
Mississippi Foundation.

Compere, a Madison native 
who earned a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from Mississippi 
College in 2015, was encour-
aged by her dear friend Rebecca 
Sentell to compete in last year’s 
pageant. Compere drew inspira-
tion to compete from the lack of 
leadership among disabled fe-
males in Mississippi.

“I was inspired by the possi-
bilities of the unknown. Partici-
pating in a state level pageant 
for ladies in wheelchairs was 
something I had never done 
and wanted to experience. Fur-

thermore, I was inspired by the 
need for more disabled, female 
leaders. My role model is Joni 
Eareckson Tada. She is proba-
bly the most professional, classy 
and spiritual female wheelchair 
user I know. There is a deficit 
of these types of leaders in our 
state. I felt called to be the lead-
er I wished to see.”

Compere was diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy when she was a 
1-year-old. Although she has 
spent the majority of her life in 
a wheelchair, she hasn’t let her 
disability deter her from living 
life to the fullest. She continues 
to inspire those like her to chase 

their dreams.
“I would encourage those 

with disabilities to dream big! 
The sky is the limit. I would 
tell them to always pursue their 
goals and never say that they 
can’t fulfill their dreams. Too 
often, people have the miscon-
ception that individuals with 
disabilities cannot succeed. 
Therefore, I would urge those 
with disabilities to always do 
their best so that the world can 
be proven wrong.”

For more information about 
the pageant, contact Compere 
at (601) 832-8927 or by email 
at comperelauren@gmail.com.

Ms. Wheelchair Mississippi asks Alcorn 
for assistance with finding contestants
Mississippi Link Newswire

Dr. Stephen Lu of University of Southern California, Viterbi School of 
Engineering.

The Polling Center at Jackson 
State University’s Institute of 
Government has released a na-
tional survey of 1,000 adults. 

The poll covered concerns 
over terrorism and attacks, 
concern about mass shootings, 
views on terror succeeding in 
creating a climate of fear, views 
on arming citizens to reduce 
damage from acts of terror and 
terror fears among children.

Respondents, reminded of 
recent public school closings 
in Los Angeles due to an email 
terror threat, were asked which 
of two approaches to closing 
schools they would select.  

Nearly one-half, 47.5 percent, 
indicated public schools should 
be closed whenever threatened 
out of an abundance of caution 
while 38.5 percent suggested 
public schools should remain 
open unless, and until, designat-
ed law enforcement profession-
als decide a threat is credible.

According to parents or care-
givers, concern over terrorism is 
on the increase among children.  
More than three-quarters, 76.3 
percent, suggested that expres-
sions of concern has increased 
significantly (37.5 percent) or 

somewhat (38.7 percent) over 
the past year.

Just over one-half of all re-
spondents with children in their 
care, 56.5 percent, reported they 
have an Emergency Action Plan 
in place.

These same parents or care-
givers noted that campus securi-
ty would be strongly considered 
when making college/university 
selection decisions.  

A large majority, 84.4 per-
cent, noted that they would very 
strongly (52.3 percent) or some-
what strongly (32.1 percent) 
consider safety in college deci-

sions for their respective chil-
dren entering college.

This poll was conducted Jan. 
22-17.

About the poll:  The poll was 
conducted by The Polling Cen-
ter at Jackson State University’s 
Institute of Government.  Poll-
ing by the Center is conducted 
on a regular basis and may also 
include spontaneous polling on 
occurring events.

For the full Poll Report, go 
to: http://www.jsums.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2016/02/IOG-
Polling-Center-JSU-Winter-
2016-Report.pdf.

JSU poll shows fear of terrorism 
is increasing among children
Mississippi Link Newswire

‘Classrooms Without Borders’ 
fosters new ways to learn
Mississippi Link Newswire

The latest national poll con-
ducted by the Polling Center 
at Jackson State University 
collected views on U.S. Con-
stitutional protections, rights 
and liberties, degree of pride 
in American characteristics, 
strength of religious convic-
tions, views on religion in 
everyday life, views on perse-
cution of Christians and aware-
ness of and perceptions about 
Sharia Law.

While 92.2 percent support 
free exercise of religion in 
America:

 •  A large majority of Ameri-
cans, 69.9 percent agreed 
(strongly or somewhat) that 
“Religion and religious faithful 
are under attack by many in the 
media, government, politics 
and the courts.”

 •  Similarly, 61.6 percent 

of those surveyed agreed that 
“Persecution of Christians 
worldwide is on the increase.”

 Further:
 • Over one-half, 57.5 per-

cent, would consider them-
selves a part of the “religious 
right or a believer in the con-
servative aspects of their own 
faith.”

 • And, two-fifths, 41.6 per-
cent, “use their own religious 
faith when making voting deci-
sions.”

Over one-half, 50.6 percent, 
suggested they were very (16.6 
percent) or somewhat aware 
(34.0 percent) of Sharia Law 
within the Muslim/Islamic re-
ligion.

Of this aware group, just 9.8 
percent suggested “Muslims 
should enjoy freedom of re-
ligion in the United States in-
cluding abiding by Sharia Law 

over American laws.”  The 
largest group, 40.5 percent, 
noted that “Muslims should 
enjoy freedom of religion ex-
cluding Sharia Law and should 
abide by American laws.” Over 
one-quarter, 27.2 percent, sug-
gested that “Islam and Shar-
ia Law, with restrictions on 
women and an intrusive and 
strict system of beliefs, has 
no place in the United States.”   
Some, 22.4 percent, were un-
sure.

Taken together (“excluding” 
and “having no place”), 67.7 
percent of all respondents be-
lieved that Sharia Law does not 
have place in the United States.

The Polling Center at Jack-
son State University’s Institute 
of Government has released 
a national survey of 1000 
adults. The poll was conducted 
Jan. 22-27, 2016.

JSU poll: 92% support religious rights
The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Alcorn State University 
Office of Academic Affairs and 
the Department of Athletics 
recognized Dr. Peter R. Malik, 
professor in the Department of 
English, Languages, and Mass 
Communications, for his contri-
butions in accelerating the aca-
demic success of the university’s 
student athletes.

The award titled, “Academic 
Coach of the Game,” was pre-
sented to Malik during halftime 
at the Alcorn’s men’s basketball 
game with Alabama A&M Uni-
versity Jan. 23.

Jason Cable, associate athletic 
director for compliance, said, 
“Dr. Malik has been a member of 
the Faculty Athletics Committee 

for many years and has taught 
and mentored dozens of our stu-
dent athletes during his career 
at Alcorn. The student athletes 
were instrumental in choosing 
Dr. Malik to be honored in this 

manner.”
“It is very gratifying to be rec-

ognized as an academic coach 
by the administration, athletics 
department and the student-ath-
letes,” Malik stated. “I am only 
one of many faculty members at 
the university working diligently 
to help our student athletes max-
imize their potential in the class-
room here at Alcorn.”

Malik has been with the De-
partment of English, Languages, 
and Mass Communications since 
1998. He teaches composition, 
technical writing and literature 
courses. Malik served as chair of 
the Steering Committee for the 
university’s NCAA recertifica-
tion self-study, which was suc-
cessfully completed in 2012.

Dr. Peter R. Malik

Malik honored for work with athletes 
as Alcorn’s Academic Coach of Game
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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As we contin-
ue our celebra-
tion of Black 
history, I’d like 
to share some lo-
cal history with 
you.   

As I shared last week, we all 
know that Black History Month 
celebrates the legacy, education 
and accomplishments made by 
people of color since coming 
to this country.  Churches con-
tinue to play an important role 
in the development of African 
Americans.  Several churches 
in this area are noted in the an-
nals of history because of their 
service to black Mississippians 
more than 100 years ago.

I’d like to share at least two 
of them with you today.

Much history began in what 
continues to be known as the 
Farish Street District of Jack-
son.

The area, the original site of 
several century old churches in 
Jackson, is not only the home 
of the oldest established black 
Baptist church in the city, but 
also one of the oldest black 
churches in the state of Missis-
sippi.  

Mt. Helm Baptist Church 
recently celebrated its 180th 
anniversary. The church began 
with several enslaved blacks 
worshipping in the basement of 
First Baptist Church – Jackson, 
and became a separate body in 
1867 (the year the 13th Amend-
ment was ratified). 

The late Lee A. Williams, a 
long-time member of Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church, authored the 
book, “The Parade of Pastors” 
that outlines Mt. Helm’s his-
tory.  It denotes that a separate 
site was eventually erected and 
the slaves were able to wor-
ship (under the supervision of 
whites) from 1844 to 1865.  At 
the end of the Civil War, the 
slaves erected their own church 
home.  However, the deacons of 
First Baptist Church ironically 
requested the slaves be moved 
because of their joyous singing 
of “Free At Last.”  

The Helm Family donated 
land to the church members so, 
as an act of appreciation, the 
new edifice was named Mount 
Helm Baptist Church.

Still located in the Farish 
Street Historical District, Mt. 
Helm, 300 N. Church St., was 
used as classrooms for students 
while construction for Jackson 
State was under way in 1883-
1885. 

The church’s website, 
mthelm.org/ indicates that this 
historic landmark is designated 
by a state marker. 

The current minister is the 
Rev. C.J. Rhodes, II.  He is the 
youngest pastor to lead the his-
toric house of worship.

Mt. Helm is the mother 
church for Greater Pearlie 
Grove Baptist, Cade Chapel 
Baptist, Farish Street Baptist 
and Mt. Calvary Baptist (Tou-
galoo) churches.

Early in the 1870s, Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church granted per-
mission to a tiny group of its 
members to establish a mission 
church in the south section of 

Jackson.  Their mission was to 
establish a ministry that would 
include the teachings of God’s 
word and the establishment of 
community-based ministries 
designed to meet the spiritual 
and physical needs of people.  
Thus the Pearlie Grove Mis-
sionary Baptist Church was 
born, as noted on the GPGMBC 
website www.gpgmbc.org/.

The early church, once lo-
cated in the Farish Street Dis-
trict, moved and made Grand 
Ave. (Jackson) its home for 105 
years.  It served as a cradle for 
the Martin Street School.  It 
also served as a meeting place 
for local, civic, and commu-
nity leaders to come together to 
discuss concerns and develop 
strategies to address them.  

Using the moniker of Greater 
Pearlie Grove Missionary Bap-
tist Church, it is now located at 
1640 West County Line Road in 
Jackson.  To date, 15 minsters 
have served as the church’s 
pastor with  the Rev. Stephen 
A. Mason serving as its current 
pastor.    

Both Mt. Helm and Greater 
Pearlie Grove churches served 
as meeting sites and a place of 
refuge during the Civil Rights 
era.

The Farish Street Historic 
District is a 125-acre area. The 
late 19th century grid patterned 
neighborhood is the largest and 
only primarily residential dis-
trict in Jackson spanning more 
than 100 years. The district is 
made up of residences and di-
versified businesses and was 
placed in the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1980, due 
to efforts of many concerned 
groups and citizens. Located in 
the center of the city, the Far-
ish Street Historical District 
includes more than 690 listings 
in the National Register of His-
toric Places. The Farish Street 
District is a compendium of 
vernacular architectural exam-
ples representing craftsmanship 
skills of numerous African-
American building contractors. 
Walking tours will reveal a va-
riety of styles which include an-
tebellum, Creole, Queen Anne, 
shotgun and bungalow cottages 
in addition to business struc-
tures which represent the early 
20th century. Farish Street is 
under renovation to become a 
thriving entertainment district. 

Farish Street gets its name 
from the family that lived and 
had businesses for four genera-
tions. Until the late 1970’s most 
of the businesses on Farish 
Street were owned and operated 
by Black people. 

Farish was an early settler 
of the area. Segregation began 
in the 1890s and flourished as 
a business area. In 1915 it was 
well known as being the most 
progressive areas in the capital 
city of Jackson. 

This information can be 
found online at http://www.
city-data.com/articles/Farish-
Street-Historical-Distr ict .
html#ixzz3z39eJ5jg.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Church history is Black history Love Month 
This week, our 

focus will change 
just a bit to dis-
cuss a very im-
portant period.  It 
is “Love Month.”

Genesis 29:6, 
He said to them, “Is it well with 
him?” They said, “It is well; and 
see, Rachel his daughter is com-
ing with the sheep!” (RSV) 

The first person Jacob saw that 
was related to Laban, his cousin, 
was Rachel. Her name means 
sheep. Sheep are meek and know 
how to follow leadership. On the 
other hand, goats eat anything in 
sight and will head-butt you if 
given the chance, but this is not 
the type of person that Jacob saw 
first. 

When Jacob went where his 
father told him to go, he ran into 
the right person. Isaac represents 
God and Jacob represents Chris-
tians. Remember, Isaac sent Ja-
cob away so he would not marry 
a goat like his brother Esau had 
done according to Genesis 27 and 
28. 

When it comes to love, God’s 
timing is not your timing

Jacob said Genesis 29:7, Then 
Jacob said, the sun is still high 
and it is not time to get the cattle 
together.

Jacob was saying it was not the 
right time of day to be bringing 
sheep or cattle to be watered at 
the well. It was noon, but water-
ing flocks would take place in the 
evening. What’s interesting is that 
Rachel just happened to bring her 
flock to be watered at the wrong 
time, according to Jacob, but it 
was God’s timing because Rachel 
is the wife God had for Jacob. 

My wife, Yolanda, told her col-
lege friends that she would be the 
last one to get married and would 
never marry a preacher. Guess 
what, Yolanda was the first of 
her friends to get married and she 
married me, a preacher. My point 
is, when it comes to love, God’s 
timing is not your timing. 

Genesis 29:10, Then when 
Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter 
of Laban, his mother’s brother, 
coming with Laban’s sheep, he 
came near, and rolling the stone 
away from the mouth of the hole, 
he got water for Laban’s flock. 
(BBE) 

Notice it said when Jacob saw 
Rachel, he didn’t stand there 
thinking I really don’t know her 
and she can handle this on her 
own. Rather Jacob volunteered 
to assist her without her having to 
ask. Jacob was considerate.  He 
helped her. Women should not 
settle for anything.   

True love is always consider-
ate and kind. 1 Corinthians 13:4, 
Love is kind.  Jacob was consid-
erate, but we find out later on why 
he may have been so considerate. 
Genesis 29:17, “…Rachel was 
beautiful and lovely. (RSV)” 
The word lovely or favored in 
Hebrew means shapely or nice 
figure, which implies that Rachel 
was fine to look upon. Therefore, 
Rachel was not only pretty, but 
she was fine too.  I believe Rachel 
caught Jacob’s eye at the well. 
She stole his heart right then.

Genesis 29:11, Then Jacob 
kissed Rachel, and wept aloud. 
(RSV)  Why did Jacob kiss Ra-
chel? This was customary in that 
culture. Why did Jacob weep 
when he found out that Rachel 
was related to him?  He was so 
glad to finally meet someone that 
was related to him. One scholar 
said, Jacob was so happy God 
allowed him to successfully con-
nect with his relatives. 

Notice that Jacob was so ap-
preciative and thankful to have 
found his relative that he wept or 
showed affection. His affection 
was a show of gratitude. True 
love shows affection because it 

is grateful for God bringing the 
right person into its life. 

If people don’t show affection 
to their spouses, it may mean that 
they are not grateful and that they 
take their spouse for granted.  

Genesis 29:18, Jacob loved 
Rachel; and he said, “I will serve 
you seven years for your younger 
daughter Rachel.” (RSV)

Notice the order of this verse, 
Jacob loved and because he 
loved, he was willing to not just 
wait seven years, but work hard 
for seven long years. That man 
loved that woman.

This is perfectly depicted in 
1 Corinthians 13:7; …Love en-
dures all things. (RSV) Love 
bears up under all persecutions 
and mal-treatment without com-
plaining. 

Jesus endured mistreatment 
without complaining because He 
loved us so much. There may be 
some things your spouse does 
not like about you, but he/she en-
dures it because he/she loves you. 
Outsiders may say, there is no 
way I would put up with that, but 
they are not the one who is in love 
with that person. 

Genesis 29:18, “I will serve 
you seven years for your younger 
daughter Rachel.” (RSV)

Jacob was willing to endure 
seven long years of hard labor 
just so he could marry Rachel. 
Think about this. 

We know how Jacob felt, but 
can you imagine how this made 
Rachel feel to know that Jacob 
was willing to wait on her for 
seven years. This had to make her 
feel very special. 

By the way, this meant that 
there would not be any hanky-
panky going on. Jacob could not 
touch her until they got married. 
He was willing to wait, because 
he truly loved her. Some trick-
sters will tell women that if you 
love me, you will show me, but 
this is a twisted perverted way of 
getting what they want. 

If a man or woman is not will-
ing to wait for you until marriage, 
then they don’t have true love for 
you, because true love is willing 
to wait. 

Sources reveal that former 
NFL and former Heisman trophy 
winner Tim Tebow dated a super 
model. Tim is a virgin and vows 
to stay that way until he gets mar-
ried. His girlfriend broke up with 
him because he refused to have 
premarital sex with her.

I’ll bet she claimed she loved 
Tim, but it was not true love, be-
cause true love is willing to wait. 
Jacob didn’t lust after Rachel, be-
cause had he just lusted for her, 
he would not have been willing to 
wait for her. Lust can’t wait, but 
true love can!

Genesis 29:20, So Jacob served 
seven years for Rachel, and they 
seemed to him but a few days be-
cause of the love he had for her. 
(RSV) 

True love makes your life ex-
periences more enjoyable. This 
is why it is so important to learn 
to love God, when we face trials, 
the time will go by faster when 
we truly love God.    

True love never ends - 1Corin-
thians 13:8, Love never ends… 

Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor 
of Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. Residents 
of Madison, he and wife, Minister 
Yolanda; are the proud parents 
of three daughters. He received 
degrees from Criswell College in 
Dallas; Southern Methodist Uni-
versity - Perkins School of Theol-
ogy; and a Masters of Divinity 
from Memphis Theological Semi-
nary. A pastor for 23 years, Col-
lier serves as a volunteer chap-
lain for various law enforcement 
agencies in the metro area and for 
the Mississippi Governor’s Man-
sion. He may be reached by call-
ing 601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Pilgrim Rest M.B. Church, 852A Madison Ave., Madi-
son, Christian Education Committee will host its Red 
and White Gala on Feb. 20, at 5:30 p.m. The evening 
will include food, local entertainment, and silent and live 
auctions.  For more information call (601) 856-2609.  
Rev. Matthew L. Canada, Sr. is the pastor.

St. Mark Church, 1638 Clinton-Raymond Rd., Clinton, 
will host its Black History Program on Feb. 21, at 10:15 
a.m.  For more information call (601) 813-8704.  Rev. 
Willis Washington, Jr. is the pastor.

Triumph the Church and Kingdom of God in Christ, 
5302 Queen Mary Lane, Jackson, will celebrate Black 
History Month each Sunday in February with a special-
ized theme and requested attire for each one.  The at-
tire is red on “Team Spirit” Sunday; favorite team outfits 
are to be worn Feb. 21.  For the final service, “I Rep-
resent my Heritage”, worshippers are asked to wear 
African garb Feb. 28.  For more information call (601) 
922-8250.  Elder Martha Gibson is the shepherd.

Christ Tabernacle Church, 1201 Cooper Road, Jack-
son, Women’s Ministry will host a Black History Fash-
ion Show to be held Feb. 21. The event is one of the 
highlights of the Black Heritage Celebration to be held 
at the church.  For more information and time of event, 
call (601) 373-1711.  Rev. Hosea J. Hines is pastor. 

St. Paul A.M.E. Church, 816 Madison Ave., Madison, 
will celebrate its 91st Church Anniversary Feb. 21, at 3 
p.m.  For more information call (601) 898-9610.  Rev. 
Byram D. McKinzie is the pastor.

College Hill M.B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jack-
son, will host its Annual Black Heritage Banquet Feb. 
27.  A book signing will begin at 5:30 p.m.  and the ban-
quet will begin at 6:30 p.m.  The guest speaker is Al Ar-
nold, the author of the book, “Robert E. Lee’s Orderly:  A 
Modern Black Man’s Confederate Journey.” The book 
traces the life events of one of Arnold’s ancestor’s, a 
slave who served as Robert E. Lee’s orderly.  For more 
information call (601) 355-2670.  Rev. Michael T. Wil-
liams is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church, North Campus, all cam-
puses, Jackson, will host Friends and Family Day Feb. 
28.  Services will be held at 7:30 and 10:30 a.m. at the 
North Campus; 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. at the South Cam-
pus, 1285 Raymond Road; and 10:30 a.m. at the Mid-
town Campus, 1110 Noel St.  For more information call 
(601) 954-0286 or (601) 206-5844.

Mt.Wade Missionary Baptist, 3752 Dry Grove Road, 
in Terry will hold its Choir Anniversary program at 5 p.m. 
Feb. 20. All choirs, groups, soloists and the general 
public are invited. For more information, call (601) 878-
2323. Rev. Robert Green Sr. is pastor. 
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Greater Pearlie Grove M.B. Church

Mt. Helm Baptist Church



Back on 2009, 
you could not 
turn the TV on 
without hearing 
words like reces-
sion to describe 
our country’s 

economic situation.   Not a day 
went by without an expert offer-
ing tips on how to survive and 
thrive in the recession.   Some of 
the characteristics of a recession 
include rising employment and 
reduced investment.    It’s not 
just one thing going wrong with 
the economy; it’s multiple things 
all going wrong at the same time.

I remember watching some 
of those financial tips on TV 
and thinking about how the 
philosophy behind those tips 
also apply to relationships and 
a conversation I had with a few 
friends.   After a few minutes 
of listening to comments about 
recent relationship issues, one 

thing that came to mind was that 
some of us may have been in a 
relationship recession.  What’s a 
relationship recession?   For an 
extended period of time, you are 
in a period of reduced satisfac-
tion, superficial intimacy and 
decreased emotional investment.   
Or, you may be in a total slump 
with no dates worth remember-
ing or may not be in a relation-
ship at all.  You may be with 
someone but not the one you re-
ally want or you may be with the 
one you wanted once but it’s not 
what you want anymore.  Moti-
vated by a fear of being alone, 
you stay in the relationship.   

Like all downturns, depend-
ing on how you handle your 
relationship recession, you can 
either rebound with greater suc-
cess or experience a more severe 
depression.  The determining 
factor is whether you recognize 
it as a time for reevaluation.

Much like the economic re-
cession, a relationship recession 

forces you to readjust your prior-
ities and expectations.  A finan-
cial recession is a great chance 
to reevaluate your financial goals 
and change your risky behavior.   
Likewise, during a relationship 
recession consider becoming 
diversified and thinking outside 
your regular “relationship” box.   
Just like having a diverse source 
of incomes and investments can 
help you survive an economic re-
cession, so can having a diverse 
group of friends help you sur-
vive your relationship recession.  
Speaking from experience, it’s 
not always easy but developing 
and maintaining relationships 
with others outside your usual 
comfort zone can be especially 
rewarding.   Rather than being 
turned off by the differences you 
may have, you have great oppor-
tunities to grow.

A former pastor noted once 
in a sermon that your current 
situation is not your final desti-
nation.   When you realize you 

are in a relationship recession, 
don’t pursue or commit to any 
relationships out of desperation.    
Rely on your patience to get you 
through the most difficult times.  
Ecclesiastes 7:8 encourages us 
that “The end of a matter is bet-
ter than its beginning, and pa-
tience is better than pride.”   

Use wisdom to be proactive 
and not reactive in your relation-
ship choices. 

Valentine’s Day may seem like 
an odd time to discuss relation-
ship problems but it’s actually 
the perfect time to start making 
changes so you can start getting 
what you want in your relation-
ships.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com. 

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of February 18

1. Wanna Be Happy?   Kirk Franklin
2. Worth    Anthony Brown & group therAPy
3. Intentional    Travis Greene
4. I Luh God    Erica Campbell Featuring Big Shizz
5. Worth Fighting For   Brian Courtney Wilson
6. 123 Victory    Kirk Franklin
7. Put A Praise On It   Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard
8. I’m Good    Tim Bowman Jr.
9. Yes You Can    Marvin Sapp
10. I’m Yours     Casey J

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Surviving a relationship recession

Today every-
one is looking 
for excitement, 
encouragement, 
peace and hap-
piness.  Many 
never find it and 

become convinced there is no 
joy or hope in the world.  

Each day we witness peo-
ple who are willing to pull us 
down from succeeding in life.  
Without God, we are empty.  
The devil continues to deceive 
the world.  When he first came 
into the Garden of Eden, he 
deceived Eve and he has been 
deceiving ever since.  We live 
in a world full of sin and wick-
edness.  God’s word leads to 
holy and righteous living.  On 
the other hand, sin leads to de-
struction.

 We lack true wisdom and 
any knowledge without God, 
and we will not have either 
until we fear Him.  We can 
do nothing, and we are empty 
without God.  One day we will 
all bow before God and recog-
nize Him as the true and living 
God.  At that time, every sin 
will be exposed.

 We find in Revelation 21:1-
8, “And I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were 
passed away; and there was 
no more sea. And I John saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out 
of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And 
I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, 
and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sor-
row, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away.  
And he that sat upon the throne 
said, Behold, I make all things 
new. And he said unto me, 
Write: for these words are true 
and faithful. And he said unto 
me, It is done. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the 

end. I will give unto him that 
is athirst of the fountain of the 
water of life freely.  He that 
overcometh shall inherit all 
things; and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son. But the 
fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murder-
ers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and 
all liars, shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone: which is 
the second death.”

As children growing up in 
Glen Allen, Va. (10 miles out-
side of Richmond), my brother, 
my sister and I constantly were 
reminded by our grandmother 
to “be careful” and not fall in 
the hands of an angry God.  We 
must remember God is severe 
and good.  He is merciful and 
loving.  

My friends, many false 
prophets and teachers are tell-
ing people there is no such 
thing as hell.  I’m sure we can 
remember the story of Noah.  
Time ran out and mercy ran 
out.  People laughed and made 
fun of Noah.  The almighty 
God shut the door to the ark.  
The rain came down hard, wa-
ter began to rise, people began 
to bang on the ark and begged 
for mercy, but it was too late.  

We are living in a time 
where people’s attitudes and 
decisions are not based on the 
word of God.  Therefore, let 
me remind us of the Apostle 
Paul’s reading in Galatians 
6:7-8, “Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting.”  

Take heed.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 

pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, 
Hampton VA 23669. He is mar-
ried to Velma L. Green. He hon-
orably served in the U.S. Army 
for 20 years. He is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

Heaven or hell – 
your choice

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Despite Cam 
Newton leading 
the Carolina Pan-
thers to a 15-1 
record during the 
regular reason 
and two playoff 

victories en route to his being se-
lected the NFL’s Most Valuable 
Player and six Black QBs play-
ing in the Super Bowl, Black 
quarterbacks are still routinely 
subjected to a double-standard 
by fans and the media.

In an error-filled game in 
which neither star quarterback 
played particularly well, New-
ton’s team lost Feb. 7, to the 
Denver Broncos 24-10. Even 
so, he had a stellar season by 
all accounts: throwing for 3,837 
yards, including a league-high 
of 35 touchdowns, and running 
636 yards, accounting for 10 
more TDs. He was selected as a 
first-team All-Pro and received 
48 of the 50 votes cast for league 
MVP.

The undisputed leader of his 
team was clearly having fun on 
the field all year --

at least until Feb. 7 -- and 
wasn’t shy about showing it. 
And that’s a breath of fresh air 
in the NFL - which some say 

stands for No Fun League. Not 
only does Newton have at least 
five different dances, he races 
to end zone stands after scoring 
and flips the ball to a smiling, 
grateful kid.

Similar criticism is never lev-
eled at quarterback Aaron Rodg-
ers who performs the Lambeau 
Leap in the end zone stands af-
ter scoring a touchdown. While 
other teams are penalized for ex-
cessive celebrating, the NFL ex-
empts Green Bay players from 
being disciplined for jumping in 
the stands after scoring.

But officials are quick to pe-
nalize Black players.

Although African Americans 
comprise 65 percent of the NFL, 

they receive 91 percent of the 
unsportsmanlike conduct penal-
ties assessed after touchdowns, 
according to a 2012 study titled, 
“The Hubris Penalty: Biased 
Responses to ‘Celebration’ Dis-
plays of Black Football Players.

The authors, Robert Livings-
ton and Erika V. Hall, noted of 
the celebrations, “This chal-
lenges whites’ perceptions that 
they are and should be in charge. 
These perceptions and feelings 
often operate at an implicit or 
subconscious level. However, 
it is the black player who ends 
up getting blamed, rather than 
whites’ implicit bias.

“What is clear, however, both 
in our data and in many real-
world scenarios, is that it’s per-
fectly fine for white males to 
show a lack of humility. People 
not only tolerate it, they often 
celebrate it.

Green Bay Packers quarter-
back Aaron Rodgers is a case in 
point.

Rodger’s patented post-touch-
down championship belt cel-
ebration is not only tolerated, it 
has allowed him to laugh all the 
way to the bank when he films 
commercials for State Farm In-
surance featuring the Discount 
Double Check.

Whites’ implicit bias may also 

account for Black quarterbacks 
being roughly twice as likely 
as White QBs to be benched, 
according to a study by Brian 
Volz, an economist at Assump-
tion College.

The abstract of the study pro-
vides this summary:

“This study examines data 
from the 2001 to 2009 Na-
tional Football League (NFL) 
seasons to determine whether 
Black quarterbacks face dis-
crimination. When controlling 
for injury, age, experience, per-
formance, team investment, 
backup quality, and bye weeks, 
Black quarterbacks are found to 
be 1.98-2.46 times more likely 
to be benched...

When White quarterbacks are 
benched, the team improves by 
more than when Black quarter-
backs are benched.

Because the effervescent 
Newton seems to be having so 
much fun on the field, many 
underestimate how hard he has 
worked to reach the top of his 
profession.

“Cam Newton didn’t just 
stumble into becoming the 
NFL’s best player,” Associated 
Press sports writer Steve Reed 
observed. “Sure, he has all the 
physical attributes any quarter-
back could ask for - he’s 6-foot-

5 and 250 pounds of muscle with 
a strong arm and wide receiver 
speed. He even has a million-
dollar smile and the confidence 
of a player who has always been 
a winner.

“But those in the Panthers 
organization say what people 
don’t see is what Newton has 
done behind the scenes to im-
prove as a pro quarterback.

“’People see him smiling, giv-
ing footballs away and dancing, 
but what they don’t see is that 
throughout the workweek the 
guy is just a machine,’ center 
Ryan Kalil said. “’He’s incred-
ible with the time he puts in.’”

The off-field behavior of 
Newton and other Black quar-
terbacks is, like so many other 
things, is viewed through differ-
ent lenses.

According to a story on 
ESPN.com, “On Dec. 30, Cam 
announced the birth of his first 
child, the boy he named Cho-
sen. The mother, Kia Proctor, 
was described by Newton as 
his ‘longtime girlfriend.’ The 
announcement, made six days 
after the boy was born, hit the 
front page of the local papers 
(of course) and occasioned an-
other finger-wagging letter to 
The Charlotte Observer (of 
course.) Patricia Broderick of 

Mooresville expressed her dis-
appointment in Newton and 
suggested he marry the mother 
of his child. ‘Congratulations 
would be in order,’ she wrote, 
‘if he had been man enough to 
marry the mother of his child 
and make a home.’

“Well, of course she said that. 
Tom Brady can have a child out 
of wedlock - and leave the ac-
tress/mother for a supermodel 
before the baby was born - and 
not be blamed for the systemic 
deterioration of the American 
family and the scourge of father-
less households. For Newton, 
it was yet another lens through 
which to view him, as if ma-
turity, greed and race weren’t 
enough.”

George E. Curry is presi-
dent and CEO of George Curry 
Media, LLC. He is the former 
editor-in-chief of Emerge mag-
azine and the National News-
paper Publishers Association 
News Service. He is a keynote 
speaker, moderator, and media 
coach. Curry can be reached 
through his website, george-
curry.com. You can also follow 
him at twitter.com/currygeorge, 
George E. Curry Fan Page on 
Facebook, and Periscope. See 
previous columns at http://www.
georgecurry.com/columns.

Bernie Sand-
ers raised $20 
million with the 
average dona-
tion being just 
$27. 

What is 
wrong with Black folks?  For 
decades, conscious Black lead-
ers have cajoled, encouraged, 
admonished, and begged us to 
raise money among ourselves, a 
small amount from a lot of peo-
ple, you know, the way Marcus 
Garvey did, which we love to 
brag about but never emulate. 
What we have done instead is 
raise a lot of Cain about our col-
lective economic predicament.

Why do we cloak ourselves 
in Garvey’s legacy of rallying 
millions of Black people and 
raising millions of dollars from 
Black folks but do not pick up 
where he left off by pooling 
some of our tremendous annual 
income to help our own people?

A massive pool of Black dol-
lars could leverage reciproc-
ity from politicians and from 
the marketplace. If we were as 
serious about action as we are 
about our rhetoric, many of our 
problems would be solved in 
a “New York minute,” as they 
say.  But it seems we’d rather 
just call radio talk shows and 
voice complaints about what 
the White man won’t let us do, 
or what he’s doing to us, or how 
corrupt his elections are, how 
we should pack up and leave 
(with no money, at that), and a 
myriad of other Black econom-
ic and political woes.

We sign online petitions in 
support of some cause or an-
other; we send letters to our 
representatives in D.C.; we do 
our obligatory marches and 
demonstrations; we celebrate 
historical events and fawn over 
memorials of fallen Black he-
roes.  Some of that is fine, but if 
those actions are not backed up 
by economic muscle, they will 
not advance us one iota.

If Bernie Sanders can raise 

$20 million in $27 increments, 
why can’t we do the same 
thing?  I’ll tell you why; Black 
dollars don’t make any sense. 
We are so focused on the cur-
rent political prospects of this 
candidate or that one, and we 
have lost complete sight of 
what is really important and vi-
tal to our future: economic em-
powerment.  Sometimes I think 
Black folks have lost our ever-
loving minds, well some of us 
at least.

On the other hand, I am 
proud to be a member of the 
One Million Conscious Black 
Voters and Contributors, a 
group of folks from 35 states 
who are not just talking about 
pooling resources but are actu-
ally doing it. Together, we have 
made a real difference in the 
lives of various Black folks; 
we have supported Black radio 
by buying advertisements and 
sponsoring individual shows, 
in addition to just listening and 
calling in. We support Black-
owned businesses by buying 
their products and services, 
and we are committed to a col-
lective approach to obtaining 
reciprocity in the public policy 
arena by voting as an unwaver-
ing bloc.

We are dedicated to one an-
other and to our collective goals 
and objectives, and we will not 
break ranks simply to please 
some politician, nor will we 
succumb to their attempts to buy 
us off. Our funding pool is from 
the “work of our own hands,” 
as Martin Delany taught us. Our 
resolve is built on the shoulders 
of those strong elders who have 
made their transitions. We are 
organized and well on our way 
to becoming the largest group 
of conscious Black people in 
this nation.

Most importantly we are 
about action, not rhetoric.  We 
are willing to make the requisite 
sacrifices necessary to reach 
our goals of economic and po-
litical empowerment, and we 
have demonstrated that willing-
ness through our actions. 

Let’s face it: Black folks have 
little or no chance of achieving 
the many things we discuss un-
less we are organized and pre-
pared to utilize our collective 
leverage to obtain reciprocity 
from the system in which we 
find ourselves. When are we 
going to follow through on 
the solutions we put forth in 
our conversations?  As I wrote 
some time ago, “What is the re-
sult of our rhetoric?” 

Politically and economically, 
we are in last place. Are we so 
complacent about our position 
in this nation that it has caused 
us to be paralyzed, frozen in 
our tracks, even at the thought 
of moving forward?  Raising 
Cain instead of, or at least in 
addition to raising money to 
help ourselves, is a hopeless 
strategy for empowerment. 
Imagine one million conscious 
Black people pooling our mon-
ey to fund the Harvest Institute 
or the political campaign of a 
candidate we “decided” would 
run. Our schools, museums, 
media, financial institutions, 
conferences, businesses, co-
ops, movements, foundations, 
endowments, and any other 
Black-owned entity could all be 
funded by a committed group 
of conscious Black folks.

Bernie did it; what’s hold-
ing us back?  As the old saying 
goes, “There’s nothing between 
us but air and opportunity.”   

Go to www.iamoneofthemil-
lion.com and let’s start taking 
care of ourselves. We can start 
with $27 each.

Jim Clingman, founder of 
the Greater Cincinnati African 
American Chamber of Com-
merce, is the nation’s most 
prolific writer on economic em-
powerment for Black people. 
He can be reached through his 
website, blackonomics.com. He 
is the author of    Black Dol-
lars Matter: Teach Your Dol-
lars How to Make More Sense, 
which is available through his 
website; professionalpublish-
inghouse.com and Amazon 
Kindle eBooks.

Bryan Steven-
son’s inspiring 
and best-selling 
book “Just Mer-
cy” shares some 
of the fruits of his 
lifelong fight to 

push our nation closer to true jus-
tice. In January, our nation took 
two more steps forward in the 
ongoing struggle to treat children 
like children and ensure a fairer 
justice system for all, especially 
for our poor and those of color.

In 2012 Stevenson won the 
landmark United States Supreme 
Court case Miller v. Alabama 
banning mandatory sentences 
of life in prison without parole 
for children 17-years-old and 
younger. Until then, the United 
States was the only country in the 
world that routinely condemned 
children convicted of crimes as 
young as 13 to die in prison.

After that ruling most states 
that had sentenced youths to 
mandatory life sentences gave 
them the opportunity to argue for 
reduced sentences or apply for 
parole. Seven did not: Alabama, 
Colorado, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Montana and Penn-
sylvania. Three of these - Penn-
sylvania, Louisiana, and Michi-
gan - accounted for more than 
1,100 of the 1,200-1,500 inmates 
still imprisoned for crimes com-
mitted as children.

A Jan. 25, U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling in Montgomery v. Loui-
siana made clear that the Miller 
decision must be applied retro-
actively in every state. Supreme 
Court Justice Anthony Kennedy 
wrote in the decision, “The op-
portunity for release will be af-
forded to those who demonstrate 
the truth of Miller’s central intu-
ition - that children who commit 
even heinous crimes are capable 
of change.”

One of Stevenson’s searing 
stories in “Just Mercy” is about 
a child sentenced to life in prison 
without parole. Ian Manuel pled 
guilty to armed robbery and at-
tempted murder for a crime he 

committed with two older boys 
when he was 13. He was incar-
cerated at Apalachee Correc-
tional Institution in Florida, an 
adult prison, and sent to solitary 
confinement: “Solitary confine-
ment at Apalachee means living 
in a concrete box the size of a 
walk-in closet . . . If you shout 
or scream, your time in solitary 
is extended; if you hurt yourself 
by refusing to eat or mutilating 
your body, your time in solitary 
is extended . . . In solitary Ian 
became a self-described ‘cutter’; 
he would take anything sharp on 
his food tray to cut his wrists and 
arms just to watch himself bleed. 
His mental health unraveled, 
and he attempted suicide several 
times. Each time he hurt himself 
or acted out, his time in isolation 
was extended. Ian spent 18 years 
in uninterrupted solitary confine-
ment” - despite calls from even 
his victim about his inhumane 
confinement.

Tragically, Ian Manuel’s story 
is not unique. The same day the 
U.S. Supreme Court decided 
Montgomery v. Louisiana, Presi-
dent Obama announced a ban on 
solitary confinement in the fed-
eral prison system for all children 
and youths, and for adults incar-
cerated for “low-level infrac-
tions” in an executive action that 
should serve as a model for all 
states and local jurisdictions.

The President wrote that 
solitary confinement “has been 
linked to depression, alienation, 
withdrawal, a reduced ability to 
interact with others and the po-
tential for violent behavior. Some 
studies indicate that it can wors-
en existing mental illnesses and 
even trigger new ones. Prisoners 
in solitary are more likely to com-
mit suicide, especially juveniles 
and people with mental illnesses. 
The United States is a nation of 
second chances, but the expe-
rience of solitary confinement 
too often undercuts that second 
chance.

“ . . . In America, we believe 
in redemption. We believe, in 
the words of Pope Francis, that 
‘every human person is endowed 

with an inalienable dignity, and 
society can only benefit from the 
rehabilitation of those convicted 
of crimes.’ We believe that when 
people make mistakes, they de-
serve the opportunity to remake 
their lives. And if we can give 
them the hope of a better future, 
and a way to get back on their 
feet, then we will leave our chil-
dren with a country that is safer, 
stronger and worthy of our high-
est ideals.”

Reaching that vision of Amer-
ica is the goal Bryan Stevenson 
has been striving for throughout 
his life. His critical victories over 
30 years exonerating innocent 
death row prisoners and helping 
ensure fairer treatment for oth-
ers, along with his earlier success 
before the U.S. Supreme Court in 
Roper v. Simmons that banned 
the execution of children have 
convinced him you cannot make 
a difference and create justice 
until you get close to the people 
who are struggling.

He has said, “All of my clients 
are broken. They’ve been broken 
by poverty. They’ve been broken 
by racism. They’ve been broken 
by inequality. They’ve been bro-
ken by injustice. . . When you’re 
broken you need grace. When 
you’re broken you need love. 
When you’re broken you need 
fellowship. When you’re broken 
you need understanding. When 
you’re broken you need vision.” 
Bryan Stevenson is unwavering 
in that vision and in lifting his 
voice of great moral clarity at the 
forefront of the struggle. Every 
new hard-earned and overdue 
victory should remind us all that 
we must keep moving towards 
greater justice for all.

Marian Wright Edelman is 
president of the Children’s De-
fense Fund whose Leave No 
Child Behind® mission is to en-
sure every child a Healthy Start, 
a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe 
Start and a Moral Start in life and 
successful passage to adulthood 
with the help of caring families 
and communities. For more in-
formation go to  www.childrens-
defense.org

Black q’backs held to different standard

Black folks should 
support their own

Fair criminal justice 
for youth is overdue
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT 

ZONING CASE NO. 3928

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Fondren Hotel Group, LLC has filed with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit 
to allow for access to adjacent hotel and parking within a R-4 (Limited Multi-
Family) Residential District on property located at 541 Hartfield St., in the 
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

Lot 5 and two (2) feet off the west side of Lot 4, Highland Addition, a subdivi-
sion according to a map or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the 
office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi in Plat 
Book 2, Page 57, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part 
of this description.

LESS AND EXCEPT:

10’ off the North end of subject property conveyed to the City of Jackson by 
Deed recorded in Book 246 at Page 326.

MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 541 Hartfield St., Jackson, MS  39216

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
February 24, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of January 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/4/2016, 2/18/2016
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Tired of renting? Try affordable homeownership through Habitat for Humanity 
Mississippi Capital Area. Learn more at an informational meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
March 3 at the Jackson Medical Mall Community Room; or call 601-353-6060 
or visit http://www.habitatmca.org/.

2/18/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/10/2016 , for:

 RE: GS# 114-022 Business and Health Building
  University of Southern Mississippi - Gulf Park Campus

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: McCarty Architects Professional Association 
 Address:     Post Office Box 440
   Tupelo, Mississippi 38802
 Phone:  662-844-4400
 Email:                  broberts@mccartycompany.com

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

2/11/2016, 2/18/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/17/2016 , for:

 RE: GS# 422-156 
  Energy Conservation Measures
  Ellisville State School

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: HESM&A, a Mississippi Corporation 
 Address:     617 Renaissance Way, Suite 100
   Ridgeland, Mississippi 39157
 Phone:  601-856-5138
 Email:                  will.irby@hesm.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management

2/18/2016, 2/25/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bid

3027 Audio/Video Automation Playout Playback Server

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local 
Prevailing Time) March 15, 2016, at which time and place they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any 
bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge 
by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or docu-
ments may be picked up at the above address and may be downloaded from 
the RFPs & Bid Notices page on the JPS website at  HYPERLINK “http://
www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.

2/18/2016, 2/25/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE FOR EASTOVER JACKSON, LLC

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR EASTOVER JACKSON, LLC TO RECEIVE 
CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016 AT 6:00 
P.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS 
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LI-
CENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

2/18/2016

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS – NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
LYNCH CREEK DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

Jackson, Mississippi
PROJECT NO. 14B5009

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 
P.M. CST, Tuesday, March 15th, 2016 at the City Clerk’s Office located at 219 
S. President St., for supplying all labor, materials and equipment as required 
under the plans and specifications for the construction of Lynch Creek Drain-
age Improvements, City Project No. 14B5009. Please address envelope to 
City Clerk, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205.

The entire project must be completed within 200 calendar days.  The contract 
will be subject to liquidated damages in the amount Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) per calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in which the 
contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As 
a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure 
to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or 
offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the 
office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1856. Copies of the ordinance, 
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South 
President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
 
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, 
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those 
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct busi-
ness in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Plans, specifications and contract documents are on file and open to public 
inspection at the City of Jackson Department of Public Works, Engineering 
Division, 200 S. President Street, (Warren Hood Bldg., Room 424), P.O. Box 
17, Jackson, Mississippi, 39205, and  Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 

One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications and Contract Documents may be 
procured from Stantec Consulting Services, Inc., 200 North Congress Street, 
Suite 600, Jackson, Mississippi, 39202, upon payment of One Hundred Dol-
lars ($100.00) by check, made payable to Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on March 1st, 2016, at 3:00 P.M. local time, 
in the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontrac-
tors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of 
responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establish-
ing its classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is 
authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or 
certified check in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the 
work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond 
each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount 
awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Per-
formance Bonds must file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy 
of their power of attorney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City 
of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each 
bidder shall write its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the 
sealed envelope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any and all informalities

Kishia L. Powell    Gus McCoy
Director, Department of Public Works  Chief Administrative Of-
ficer

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel 

2/18/2016, 2/25/2016

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS – NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
REDI MIX BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

Jackson, Mississippi
PROJECT NO. 15B4505.701

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 
P.M. CST, Tuesday, March 15th, 2016 at the City Clerk’s Office located at 219 
S. President St., for supplying all labor, materials and equipment as required 
under the plans and specifications for the construction of Redi Mix Bridge Re-
placement, City Project No. 15B4505.701. Please address envelope to City 
Clerk, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205.

The entire project must be completed within (45) calendar days.  The contract 
will be subject to liquidated damages in the amount Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) per calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in which the 
contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As 
a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure 
to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or 
offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the 
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the 
office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1856. Copies of the ordinance, 
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South 
President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
 
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, 
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those 
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct busi-
ness in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Specifications and Proposals forms are on file and open to public inspection 
on the 4th floor (Engineering Division) of the Warren Hood Building located at 
200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39205. One (1) copy of the Plans, 
Specifications, and Contract Documents may be procured from the Engineer-
ing Division, upon payment of $50.00 dollars, which will not be refunded. 
Please contact Charles Williams Jr., P.E., PhD (Engineering Manager), at 
(601) 960-1651 for directions or any additional information for procurement 
of plans and specifications. The Standard Specifications adopted by the City 
Council may be procured from the Department of Public Works, if desired 
upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on March 1st, 2016, at 2:00 P.M. local time, 
in the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontrac-
tors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of 
responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establish-
ing its classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is 
authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or 
certified check in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the 
work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond 
each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount 
awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Per-
formance Bonds must file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy 
of their power of attorney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City 
of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each 
bidder shall write its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the 
sealed envelope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any and all informalities

Kishia L. Powell    Gus McCoy
Director, Department of Public Works  Chief Administrative Of-
ficer

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel 

2/18/2016, 2/25/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 3927

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that West Leasing, LP has filed with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from 
R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District to C-3 (General) Commercial District, 
to construct a Quick Service Restaurant (dining place) on property located 
at Raymond Road (Parcel #836-130), in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Being situated in the SE ¼ of Section 14, T5N-RlW, Jackson, Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being particularly described as follows:

Commence at an iron bar marking the NW corner of Lot 1, Crestleigh, as 
recorded in platbook 23 at page 38 of the Chancery Records of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and run N65°46’32”W, along the southern R.O.W. line of McDow-
ell Road, 205.00 feet to the NW corner of that certain property conveyed 
to John F. Gussio, Jr., as recorded in Deed book 2912 at page 777 of the 
aforesaid Chancery records and the point of beginning for the property herein 
described; continue thence N65°46’32”W, along  the  aforesaid  southern  
R.O.W.  line of  McDowell Road, 490.59 feet to the present eastern R.O.W. 
line of Raymond Road as recorded in Deedbook 3078 at page 293 of the 
aforesaid Chancery records; run thence S80°32’02”W, along the present 
southern R.O.W. line of Raymond Road, 35.86 feet; run thence S43°21’55”W, 
along said present R.O.W. line, 114.39  feet; run thence S65°46’32”E, 615.12 
feet to the SW corner of the aforesaid Gussio property, run thence N0°08’31”E 
along the west boundary of the aforesaid Gussio property, 140.15 feet to the 
point of beginning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
February 24, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of January 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/4/2016, 2/18/2016
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LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 
ZONING CASE NO. 3925

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Colonial Jackson, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an 
application requesting a Rezoning from SUD Special Use District to TND Traditional  
District, to develop a Traditional Neighborhood Development, to be known as Co-
lonial Highlands on property located at 5635 Old Canton Road, in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

That certain tract or parcel of land lying and being situated within the inner bounds 
of Colonial Circle and Club View Drive as shown by the maps and plats of Club Park 
Subdivision, Parts 1, 2, and 3, on file and of record in the office of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 6, at Pages 15, 16, and 
17, respectively, and in the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of Section 7, in the North-
east Quarter (NE 1/4) of the Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section 7, and in the 
Northwest Quarter (NW 1/4) of Section 8, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, City of 
Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, being more particularly 
described as the Colonial Country Club Gulf Course, and all other land not consid-
ered a part of said Golf Course, which lies within the inner bounds of the aforesaid 
streets and constitutes all of the remaining land and property within the bounds of 
said streets in addition to the aforesaid Golf Course, together with all improvements 
thereon, and being more particularly described by metes and bounds as follows:

Commence at the southeast corner of Lot 2, Block “F”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 
1, and run south 89 degrees 52 minutes east at a right angle to the east line of 
said Lot 2 for a distance of 60.0 feet to a point in the east line of Colonial Circle, 
which point is the POINT OF BEGINNING of the property herein described; run 
thence North 00 degrees 08 minutes east along the east line of Colonial Circle, 60 
feet east of and parallel with the east line of Lots 2 and 1 of Block “F” and the east 
line of Block “E”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a distance of 960.8 feet to the 
beginning of a curve to the right; run thence along said curve to the right having 
a radius of 100.0 feet, for a distance of 156.6 feet, and having a chord bearing of 
north 44 degrees 59 minutes east for a distance of 141.1 feet to the end thereof, 
which is the south line of Colonial Circle; run thence north 89 degrees 50 minutes 
east along the south line of Colonial Circle, 60 feet south of and parallel with the 
south line of Block “A”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a distance of 2,021.1 
feet to the intersection of the line between the aforesaid Sections 7 and 8 with the 
south line of said Colonial Circle; run thence south 89 degrees 53 minutes east and 
continue along the south line of Colonial Circle for a distance of 648.02 feet to the 
beginning of a 23 degree 38 minute curve to the right; run thence around said curve 
to the right, having a radius of 241.6 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 54 
degrees 35 minutes east, a distance of 278.78 feet to the end thereof; run thence 
south 19 degrees 20 minutes east along the western line of Colonial Circle, 60 feet 
west of and parallel with the west line of Block “G”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 2, 
for a distance of 386.8 feet to the beginning of a 14 degree 14 minute 45 second 
curve to the left; run thence around said curve to the left, having a radius of 386.3 
feet for a distance of 278.1 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 39 degrees 58 
minutes east for a distance of 272.08 feet to a point on a reverse curve bearing to 
the right having a radius of 100.0 feet; run thence around said curve for a distance 
of 165.5 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 17 degrees 23 minutes east for 
a distance of 147.25 feet to the end thereof and in the west line of Club View Drive 
as shown on the plat of Club Park Subdivision, Part 2; run thence south 30 degrees 
00 minutes west along the west line of Club View Drive, 60 feet west of and parallel 
with the west line of Club View Subdivision, Part 2, for a distance of 168.0 feet to the 
beginning of a 1 degree 00 minute 27 second curve to the right; run thence around 
said curve to the right having a radius of 5,687.7 feet, for a distance of 340.0 feet, 
and having a chord bearing of south 31 degrees 43 minutes west for a distance 
of 339.94 feet to the end thereof; run thence south 33 degrees 26 minutes west 
along the west line of Club View Drive, 60 feet west of and parallel with the west 
line of Block “H”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 2, for a distance of 842.92 feet to the 
beginning of a 22 degree 01 minute 42 second curve to the right; run thence around 
said curve, having a radius of 260.1 feet for a distance of 275.4 feet, and having a 
chord bearing of south 63 degrees 46 minutes west for a distance of 262.73 feet 
to the end thereof; run thence north 85 degrees 54 minutes west on the tangent of 
the last mentioned curve and along the north line of Club View Drive for a distance 
of 210.89 feet to the beginning of a 6 degree 06 minute 11 second curve to the left; 
run thence around said curve, having a radius of 938.8 feet along the northern line 
of Club View Drive, 60 feet from and parallel with the northern line of Block “L”, Club 

Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 412.63 feet, and having a chord bearing 
of south 81 degrees 30 minutes west for a distance of 409.45 feet to the beginning 
of a 9 degree 08 minute 33 second curve to the left; run thence around said curve, 
having a radius of 626.7 feet, and along the northwestern line of Club View Drive, 
60 feet from and parallel with the northwestern line of Blocks “L” and “M” of Club 
Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 451.02 feet, and having a chord bearing 
of south 48 degrees 17 minutes west for a distance of 441.51 feet to the end of said 
curve; run thence south 27 degrees 39 minutes west along the western line of Club 
View Drive, 60 feet west of and parallel with the west line of said Block “M”, Club 
Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 121.51 feet to the beginning of a curve to 
the right; run thence around said curve, having a radius of 33.8 feet, for a distance 
of 67.5 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 84 degrees 51 minutes west for 
a distance of 56.87 feet to a point in the northern line of Colonial Circle; run thence 
northwesterly along the northern line of Colonial Circle and around a curve to the 
left having a radius of 810.1 feet, 60 feet from and parallel with the northern line of 
Block “P”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 173.7 feet, and having 
a chord bearing of north 44 degrees 07 minutes west for a distance of 173.33 feet 
to the beginning of a 1 degree 37 minute curve to the right; run thence around said 
curve, having a radius of 3,546.0 feet, 60 feet from and parallel with the northern line 
of Block “P”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 589.5 feet, and having 
a chord bearing of north 45 degrees 29 minutes west for a distance of 589.34 feet 
to the beginning of a 6 degree 43 minute 15 second curve to the left; run thence 
around said curve, having a radius of 852.5 feet, 60 feet from and parallel with the 
north line of Block “P”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 661.6 feet, 
and having a chord bearing of north 62 degrees 57 minutes west for a distance of 
645.11 feet to the beginning of a curve to the right; run thence around said curve 
to the right, having a radius of 99.4 feet, for a distance of 114.8 feet, and having a 
chord bearing of north 52 degrees 05 minutes west for a distance of 108.56 feet to 
a point in the east line of Colonial Circle; run thence north 18 degrees 55 minutes 
west along the east line of Colonial Circle, 60 feet east of and parallel with the east 
line of Block “F”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a distance of 123.77 feet to the 
beginning of a 3 degree 44 minute curve to the right; run thence around said curve, 
having a radius of 1,534.8 feet, 60 feet from and parallel with the east line of Block 
“F”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a distance of 511.2 feet, and having a chord 
bearing of north 09 degrees 25 minutes west for a distance of 508.71 feet to the 
POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 145.7 acres, more or less.

And also

All of Block “L” of Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, according to the map or plat thereof 
which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at 
Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 6, at Page 15 thereof, reference to which map or 
plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description, containing 7.72 acres, 
more or less.

All of the above-described property being the same property as that conveyed by 
Trustmark National Bank, a national banking association, to Colonial Jackson, LLC, 
a Louisiana limited liability company, by a Special Warranty Deed dated August 27, 
2014, and recorded in Book 7166, at Page 1722, on the land records in the office of 
the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President 
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 24, 2016, at 
which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and 
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City 
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and 
if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if 
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If 
a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City 
will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the 
visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of January 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/4/2016, 2/18/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING 

ZONING CASE NO. 3926

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Jackson Memorial Funeral Services, LLC has filed 
with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting 
a Rezoning from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District and C-3 (General) 
Commercial District to SUD Special Use District, to develop a cemetery on 
property located at South Drive Parcel #638-35-1, in the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A parcel of land situated in the South Half (S 1/2) of the Northeast Quarter (NE 
1/4) of Section 36, Township 6 North, Range 1 West, City of Jackson, First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and more particularly described 
as follows:

Commence at the intersection of the center lines of South Drive and Dixon 
Road, marking the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) of 
the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of Section 36, Township 6 North, Range 1 
West, City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, as 
described in that certain Deed conveyed to Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler Clark and 
recorded in Deed Book 2538, at Page 471, on the land records in the office 
of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, reference 
to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description, and run 
thence north 00 degrees 13 minutes 44 seconds east for a distance of 773.20 
feet along the center line of Dixon Road to the northwest corner of the said 
parcel; run thence north 88 degrees 38 minutes 00 seconds east for a dis-
tance of 25.01 feet along the north line of the said parcel to a set one-half inch 
(1/2”) rod on the east right-of-way line of Dixon Road and the POINT OF BE-
GINNING; continue thence north 88 degrees 38 minutes 00 seconds east for 
a distance of 1,289.58 feet along the north line of the said parcel to a set one-
half inch (1/2”) rod on the west right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 220; run 
thence southerly along the said west right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 
220 the following bearings and distances:  run thence southerly along a curve 
to the left having a radius of 3,949.73 feet, having an arc length of 485.50 
feet, having a chord bearing of south 04 degrees 15 minutes 02 seconds 
east, and having a chord length of 485.19 feet to a fence corner; run thence 
south 07 degrees 22 minutes 40 seconds east for a distance of 248.13 feet 
to a point on the north right-of-way line of South Drive; run thence westerly 
along the said north right-of-way line of South Drive the following bearings 
and distances:  run thence south 84 degrees 17 minutes 43 seconds west for 
a distance of 531.20 feet to a found one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence south 
04 degrees 14 minutes 17 seconds east for a distance of 7.00 feet to a set 
one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence north 88 degrees 13 minutes 14 seconds 
west for a distance of 551.45 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence 
north 89 degrees 15 minutes 14 seconds west for a distance of 258.85 feet 
to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence north 31 degrees 46 minutes 59 
seconds west for a distance of 26.27 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod; 
run thence north 89 degrees 46 minutes 16 seconds west for a distance of 
8.00 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod on the said east right-of-way line of 
Dixon Road; run thence north 00 degrees 13 minutes 44 seconds east for a 
distance of 716.11 feet along the said east right-of-way line of Dixon Road to 
the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 22.83 acres, more or less.

Being the same land as that conveyed in that certain Warranty Deed from 
Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler a/k/a Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler Clark to Jackson Memorial 
Funeral Services, LLC, dated October 29, 2015, and recorded in Book 7183, 
at Page 4504, on the land records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County at Jackson, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
February 24, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of January 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/4/2016, 2/18/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 

ZONING CASE NO. 3929

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Sharika Fleming has filed with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special 
Exception to operate a one chair beauty salon in a R-1 (Single Family) 
Residential District for property located at 140 Blackmon Rd., in the First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

Lot 2,  Brookleigh Subdivision, Part 5 a subdivision according to a map 
or plat thereof which is on file and of record in the Office of the Chancery 
Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson Mississippi in Plat Book 28 at Page 28, 
reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Being the same property conveyed to Frederick D. Jones and wife, Erika D. 
Jones by Warranty Deed from Harold B. Ingram and Margaret W. Ingram 
dated October 13. 2005 and recorded on October 17, 2005 in Book 6367. 
Page 819, Chancery Clerk’s Office for Hinds County. Mississippi.

Said property being further conveyed to U.S. Bank National Association, 
as trustee for the C-Bass Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed Certificates. Series 
2006-CB1 by Substitute Trustee’s Deed from Lem Adams III. Trustee dated 
February 21, 2008 and recorded on February 27, 2008 in Book 6839, Page 
611, said Chancery Clerk’s Office.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
February 24, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will 
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recom-
mendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be 
made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing 
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a 
request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, 
the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or 
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of January 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

2/4/2016, 2/18/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESER-
VATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. 
IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE 
WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACK-
SON, MISSISSIPPI.

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

OLD BUSINESS
CASE NO. 2016-03, REQUEST BY: WERDNA B MCCLURKIN REV 

TRUST TO DO SITE MODIFICATIONS LOCATED AT 1344 SAINT MARY 
ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

NEW BUSINESS

CASE NO. 2016-02, REQUEST BY: CITY OF JACKSON (APPLICANT: 
JAMES VAUGHAN) TO RENEW AN EXPIRED COA TO DEMOLISH THE 
OLD COTTAGE HOME LOCATED AT 4750 CLINTON BLVD. 

OTHER ITEMS

ADJOURN

2/18/2016, 2/25/2016
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AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

ABSOLUTE AUCTION. Fulton Auto
Auction. 405 E. Main St., Fulton, MS
38843. Open to the Public. Sells where
is, as is. Pre-register at 662-862-7374.

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! We offer training and
certifications running bulldozers, back-
hoes and excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-
866-362-6497.

CDL-A OWNER OPERATORS: O/O
Flatbed. Earn 80% gross. Home week-
ends! Year-round freight. Permits provid-
ed. File/pay fuel taxes. 25 years of age, 2
years OTR. 870-336-9051.

DRIVER TRAINING.  Now is the time to
make a move! Class-A CDL Training. Get
your CDL-A in 22 days with no out of
pocket tuition cost! We PAY you while
you train! 6 day Refresher Courses
available. Must be 21 years of age. 844-
689-3747. EOE. www.kllmdrivingacade-
my.com
L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team driv-
ers needed to run from S.E. to West
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
MS. 1-800-647-5494.

PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available.
Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods Office
Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private offices
and large storage, work or conference
room, separate baths, kitchenette, small
reception area. Call Monica to arrange a
viewing. 601-981-3060, or e-mail
mgilmer@mspress.org.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!          Get
a whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-
877-381-8004.

AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 1 9 - 2 5 2 6 .
SWITCH to DIRECTV and get a FREE
Whole-Home Genie HD/DVR
upgrade.  Starting at $19.99/mo.  FREE
3 months of HBO, SHOWTIME & STARZ.
New Customers Only.  Don't settle for
cable. Call Now 1-800-215-6713

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
CPAP / BIPAP SUPPLIES at little or no
cost from Allied Medical Supply Network!
Fresh supplies delivered right to your
door. Insurance may cover all costs. 1-
800-918-5928.
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576.
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone. FREE
brochure. Call 1-800-365-4628

A u c t i o n s

F o r  S a l e - M i s c .

F o r  R e n t

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of February 14, 2016

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

Sanderson Farms Inc.
Hazlehurst, MS

seeks Live Haul Supervisor.
Must have supervisory experience,

knowledge of Live Haul, Class A CDL
&  ability to communicate effectively.
Please contact Amberly Sherwood
(601) 892-1145 or (601) 757-0236

or send resume to
asherwood@sandersonfarms.com.

Take Note!

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Feb014_MCAN
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Alcorn State University (12-12, 10-3) 
secured 10 conference wins this season af-
ter  defeating the University of Arkansas-
Pine Bluff Golden Lions (6-21, 4-9) 79-
60, Monday night on ESPNU in the Davey 
L. Whitney HPER Complex.

The 10 regular season conference wins 
is the first time the Braves have accom-
plished such a feat since the 2002-03 sea-
son under legendary head coach Davey L. 
Whitney. Alcorn State won 11 conference 
games that season, bowing out to Texas 
Southern University in the conference 
tournament.

Alcorn State struck first at the 17 minute 
mark and never looked back. The Braves 
took an eight point cushion before UAPB 
scored.

In the first half, Alcorn’s unwavering de-
fense held UAPB to just 26.5% shooting 
from the field. The Braves offense was on 
fire, shooting 12-of-17 from the floor and 
7-of-8 from beyond the arc. By intermis-
sion the Braves took an 18 point lead.

In the second half, Alcorn extended its 
lead to 31 points with eight minutes to go 
in regulation.

Twelve different Braves registered 

points against UAPB, as they shot a season 
high of 54.5% percent from the floor.  The 
team also was hot from long distance mak-
ing 11-of-19 from beyond the arc.

Tamarcio Wilson and Marquise Vance 
paced the Braves with 12 and 10 points 

respectively. Rahamanh Katumbusi scored 
a season high 10 points, shooting 2-of-4 
from beyond the arc. Octavious Brown re-
corded a season high of four blocks.

Alcorn travels to Huntsville, Ala., Feb. 
20. Tipoff is scheduled for 6 p.m.

The Alcorn State University Lady 
Braves (5-8, 7-16) extended their winning 
streak to three, defeating the University of 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff Golden Lions (3-10, 
7-18) 81-53 Feb. 15, in the Davey L. Whit-
ney HPER Complex.

With the victory, the Lady Braves move 
into fifth place in conference action and re-
cord their first three-game winning streak 
of the season.

Senior forward Norianna Haynes con-
tinues with a great season as she recorded 
her ninth double-double of the season, 21 
points, 10 rebounds and seven steals.

Junior guard Tori Spann recorded 13 
points and senior guard Ashtin McNichols 
scored 12 points.

Alcorn will depart on its Alabama swing 
when they take on Alabama A&M Uni-
versity on at 3 p.m. Feb. 20, followed by 
Alabama State University at 4 p.m. Fev. 22.

PHILADELPHIA, Miss. – The final 
round of the 2016 JSU Allstate / Frito Lay 
Intercollegiate was cut short due to a round 
of inclement weather that swept through 
part of central Mississippi on Monday at 
Dancing Rabbit Golf Course.  Because of 
the weather, Sunday’s first round scores 
were used to determine the winners and in-
dividual medalists.

The Lady Tigers claimed second place 
in the weather shortened tournament with a 

score of 384 and the Tigers finished fourth 
with a 325. Missouri - St. Louis’ women 
won the tournament with a score of 315 
and the men took first place with a score 
of 289.

Missouri-St. Louis’ Miranda Rohlfing 
was the individual medalist on the wom-
en’s side as she carded a 76, while Julien 
de Poyen shot a 70 for the men’s honor.

The final round of play got underway 
around 8 a.m. and after four rounds of 
play, at approximately 10:45 a.m., the first 

lightning strike was spotted around the golf 
course and play was suspended. At around 
11 a.m. Neshoba County was placed under 
Tornado watch.

Tasita Garcia led the Lady Tigers with an 
80, to finish in fifth place. Sam Luton led 
JSU with a 79, which was good enough to 
land him in a tie for 12th place.

JSU returns to action Feb. 27-29 when 
the Tigers and Lady Tigers travel to Las 
Vegas, Nevada to participate in the Desert 
Classic.

SWAC chooses softball 
Players of the Week

Seven Tigers named 
to SWAC All-Conference 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – South-
ern University catcher Kiara Sut-
tles and Jackson State pitcher Me-
rina Young have been recognized 
by the Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference as softball players of the 
week for their exceptional perfor-
mance in competition Feb. 11-14. 

Settles was chosen Hitter of the 
Week. She is a All-SWAC catcher 
from last season who opened the 
2016 season with a 7-for-9 perfor-
mance in three games, all victo-
ries for the Lady Jaguars. Suttles 
had two home runs and 9 RBIs 
while hitting .778 at the plate. She 
wrapped up the weekend with a 
1.444 slugging percentage. Her 
best outing came in Southern’s 
22-0 win over Rust College, when 
she went 3-for-3 at the plate with 
three runs scored and two homers, 
one of them a three-run shot.

JSU’s Young was chosen as 
Pitcher of the Week. Young went 
1-1 for the Lady Tigers during 
action last weekend. She tossed 
a complete game effort versus 
Houston Baptist where she al-
lowed three runs (two earned) and 
struck out three. The senior picked 
up a win during Jackson State’s 
8-6 victory over Florida A&M, 

striking out four and allowing one 
run in a relief effort. Young’s cur-
rent ERA is 1.91.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – The 
2016 baseball season began this 
week and the Southwestern Ath-
letic Conference has released pre-
season honors.

The Jackson State baseball team 
dominated the list with seven Ti-
gers receiving all-conference pre-
season recognition.

Last year’s SWAC freshman of 
the year, Jesus Santana, has been 
named SWAC Preseason Player 
of the Year and All-Conference 
First Team. Santana returns off of 
his Freshman of the Year and All-
SWAC First Team season for the 
Tigers at the hot corner. In 2015, 
he was in the top 10 in the SWAC 
in five different categories includ-
ing leading the way with 12 home 
runs. Santana collected 11 multi-
RBI and 13 multi-hit games for 
Jackson State in 2015.

Lamar Briggs, outfielder, Sam 
Campbell, designated hitter, and 
Jevon Jacobs, right handed pitch-
er, also received First Team hon-
ors.

Briggs appeared in 46 games 
with 154 at-bats during the 2015 
season. He recorded 39 runs on 47 
hits for a .305 batting average. He 
also tallied 10 doubles, three tri-
ples, 63 total bases, 32 RBIs, and 
10 stolen bases.

Campbell played in 53 games 

with 173 at-bats. He recorded 37 
runs, 53 hits for a 0.306 batting 
average. He tallied 19 doubles, 
three triples, three home runs, 86 
total bases, 42 RBIs, and 5 sto-
len bases. Campbell ranked sev-
enth in the conference for on base 
percentage (.455), 11th in RBIs, 
second in doubles, and 10th in 
fielding double plays (20).

Jacobs appeared on the mound 
in 17 games with 11 starts for a 
6-4 record with three saves. He 
had one shut out, pitched 79.0 
innings, 83 hits against, 60 runs 
(50 earned) and 75 batters struck 
out. He ranked ninth in SWAC 
in innings pitched, third in bat-
ters struck out, third in wins, and 
sixth in saves. On the team, Jacobs 
ranked fourth in ERA, second in 
on base percentage, third in op-
posing batting average, and first 
in saves.

Mark Watson, short stop, and 
Bryce Brown, outfielder, were 
named to the SWAC All-Confer-
ence Second Team.

The Tigers will take the field for 
the first time this season on Feb. 
19 when they host UT-Martin in 
the first game of a four-game se-
ries. The first pitch is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. on the mound in Rob-
ert “Bob” Braddy Field located on 
the campus of Jackson State Uni-
versity.

Swac.org
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Alcorn State’s Tamarcio Wilson got the Braves’ 12 points in Monday night’s game against 
the University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff. PHOTO COURTESY OF ALCORN STATE

Alcorn State’s Norianna Haynes secured another double-double in Monday’s matchup. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF ALCORN STATE

Alcorn State secures 
record number of wins

Lady Braves extend winning streak

JSU finishes second, fourth in golf

Southern University’s Kiara Suttles

Jackson State’s Merina Young 
PHOTO COURTESY OF SWAC



‘I Love Her’ rally supports Clinton
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U.S., Cuba sign deal on commercial flights
HAVANA (AP) -- The United 

States and Cuba on Tuesday 
signed a deal restoring commer-
cial air traffic for the first time in 
five decades, allowing of dozens 
of new daily flights to bring hun-
dreds of thousands more Ameri-
can travelers a year to the island 
as early as this fall.

Immediately after the sign-
ing, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation opened bidding 
by American air carriers on as 
many as 110 U.S.-Cuba flights 
a day - more than five times the 
current number. All flights oper-
ating between the two countries 
today are charters.

Barring other major an-
nouncements, the restart of 
commercial flights will be the 
most significant development in 
U.S.-Cuba trade since Presidents 
Barack Obama and Raul Castro 
announced in late 2014 that they 
would begin normalizing ties 
after a half-century of Cold War 
opposition. The Obama admin-
istration is eager to make rapid 
progress on building trade and 
diplomatic ties with Cuba before 
the president leaves office. The 
coming weeks are seen as par-
ticularly crucial to building mo-
mentum ahead of a trip he hopes 
to make to Havana by the end of 
March.

“Today is a historic day in the 
relationship between Cuba and 
the U.S.,” U.S. Transportation 

Secretary Anthony Foxx said 
after he and Transportation Min-
ister Adel Yzquierdo Rodriguez 
signed the deal in a ceremony 
at Havana’s Hotel Nacional. “It 
represents a critically important 
milestone in the U.S. effort to 
engage with Cuba.”

The U.S. Department of 
Transportation expects to award 
the new routes by the summer. 

The winning airlines then must 
negotiate their own deals with 
Cuba.

Yzquierdo declined an inter-
view request but Foxx said after 
meeting with the Cuban minister 
that he believed Cuba was eager 
to restore commercial air service 
as quickly as possible.

“Every indication I have in the 
conversations we’ve had today 

is that the Cubans want to move 
as fast as we’re able to move,” 
Foxx said. “People will actually 
be able to go buy a ticket and fly 
to Cuba on a commercial air-
line. That’s a pretty big step. We 
haven’t been able to do that in 50 
years.”

The agreement allows 20 reg-
ular daily U.S. flights to Havana, 
in addition to the current 10-15 

charter flights a day. The rest 
would be to other Cuban cities.

Nearly 160,000 U.S. leisure 
travelers flew to Cuba last year, 
along with hundreds of thou-
sands of Cuban-Americans visit-
ing family, mostly on expensive, 
frequently chaotic charter flights 
out of Florida.

“The adoption of this memo-
randum is an important step that 
will soon permit the establish-
ment of regular flights between 
the United States and Cuba,” Yz-
quierdo Rodriguez at the signing 
ceremony.

Commercial flights make 
travel to Cuba far easier for U.S. 
travelers, with features such as 
online booking and 24-hour cus-
tomer service that are largely ab-
sent in the charter industry.

U.S. visitors to Cuba will still 
have to qualify under one of the 
travel categories legally autho-
rized by the U.S. government. 
Tourism is still barred by law, but 
the number of legal reasons to go 
to Cuba - from organizing profes-
sional meetings to distributing in-
formation to Cubans - has grown 
so large and loosely enforced that 
the distinction from tourism has 
blurred significantly.

Commercial travel will give 
travelers the ability to simply 
check an online box on a long 
list of authorized categories.

The deal does not contemplate 
flights by Cuba’s national airline 
to the United States, where law-
yers for families and businesses 

that have sued Havana over 
decades-old property confisca-
tions are eager to freeze any of 
its assets that they can get their 
hands on.

American Airlines spokes-
man Matt Miller said the com-
pany plans to bid on routes from 
Miami and other unspecified 
“American hubs.”

“We applaud the Administra-
tion for making commercial air 
service a priority,” American 
chairman Doug Parker said in 
a written statement. “American 
looks forward to submitting a 
Cuba service proposal to the De-
partment of Transportation in the 
coming weeks.”

United Airlines is also looking 
to serve Havana from some of its 
hubs, spokesman Luke Punzen-
berger said. The carrier’s major 
hubs include Chicago, Houston, 
Washington and Newark, New 
Jersey. It currently does not fly 
charters to Cuba.

“Assuming service is ap-
proved, United customers will 
benefit from United’s expanded 
global route network and new 
opportunities for leisure and 
business travel to Cuba,” the air-
line said.

JetBlue Airways said it was 
eager to offer service between 
“multiple” cities in the Unit-
ed States and the island, with 
spokesman Doug McGraw say-
ing that “interest in Cuba has 
reached levels not seen for a 
generation.”

By Michael Weissenstein
Associated Press

United States Transportation Secretary Anthony Renard Foxx (center, back left) and Cuba’s Minister of 
Transportation Adel Yzquierdo Rodriguez (center, back right) watch United States Assistant Secretary of 
State for Economic and Business Affairs Charles Rivkin (left sitting) and Cuba’s Civil Aviation Institute 
Director Alfredo Pablo Cordero sign the airlines agreement in Havana, Cuba, Feb. 16. The United States 
and Cuba have signed an agreement to resume commercial air traffic for the first time in five decades. AP 
PHOTO/DESMOND BOYLAN

Mississippians from across the state joined together on Feb. 14, in Jackson 
for an “I Love Her” rally in support of Hillary Clinton in the Democratic 
Presidential Primary. Rep. Alyce Clarke, Rep. Kathy Sykes and Rep. 
Kimberly Campbell were featured speakers. They cited Clinton’s fights to get 
results for women, especially African-American women, as reason for their 
support. Clinton’s commitment to achieve equal pay, paid family leave and 
expanded access to women’s health care were issues discussed at the rally.

www.mississippilink.com
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Your neighbors said they’d 
keep an eye on your house for 
you this summer.

They’d get the mail in, and 
grab the newspaper while you 
were on vacation. They’d do ev-
erything for you – and, as in the 
new book “The Parker Sisters” 
by Lucy Maddox, you should be 
glad if they watch your children, 
too.

Along the border between 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
Thomas McCreary “earned a 
reputation” as slave catcher, did 
jail time in 1849 for kidnapping, 
and was mistrusted by many, 
Black and White. Still, he’d 
managed to find work as a mail 
carrier in both states, which 
may’ve given him opportunity 
to observe the comings-and-
goings of Elizabeth and Rachel 
Parker, two free Black children.

Elizabeth, somewhere around 
10 years old, was a headstrong, 
“difficult” child who had left 
(or been kicked out of) her fam-
ily’s home years before and had 
worked and lived with a series 
of white families. The latest was 
near-destitute; Maddox hypoth-
esizes that Elizabeth ’s presence 
in the Donnelly household may 
have been on purpose, so that 
McCreary might have an easier 
chance to snatch her.

Two weeks later, Elizabeth’s 
older sister, Rachel, was taken 
in broad daylight, right in front 

of the family who employed her. 
Rachel’s abduction, says Mad-
dox, probably made neighbors 
notice that Elizabeth, who was 
already on her way to a slave 
auction in Baltimore , was gone.

The man who employed Ra-
chel, Joseph Miller, was out-
raged over her kidnapping. 
There had been similar trouble 
before nearby; the Federal gov-
ernment and individual states 
had long argued over the laws 
governing escaped slaves, free 
Blacks, and slave catchers 
who generally lied about both. 
Miller and his neighbors sprang 
into action and, says Maddox, 
“Within 24 hours, the abduc-
tions of the Parker sisters would 
no longer be local matters.”

Neither would they be re-
solved happily or quickly. Says 
author Lucy Maddox, Rachel 
and Elizabeth spent months in 

jail, while their legal status and 
identities were resolved. In the 
meantime, one man lost his life 
and another got off “scot-free.”

I’m normally not a fan of 
books that offers dozens of 
names to keep track of, but that 
profuseness somehow works in 
“The Parker Sisters.”

That may be because Maddox 
explains in detail the signifi-
cance of what happened by tell-
ing the history behind the laws 
that made this event possible 
(and illegal). Readers will ap-
preciate the story’s movement 
between North and South, and 
the clarity of explanation, even 
on the smallest of details. 

There are some big surprises 
in here, too – particularly in 
what happened to Elizabeth 
Parker.

On the matter of murder, 
Maddox is rather like a detec-
tive, which is another well-done 
aspect of this book. Officials 
tried to explain the death as a 
suicide, but she walks read-
ers through events and clues to 
prove otherwise.

Despite all that’s appealing, 
and because it’s packed with a 
lot, this isn’t an easy book to 
read – but it’s worth it. 

If you’re a lover of a good tale 
or a historian, particularly, “The 
Parker Sisters” is a book you’ll 
want to keep your eyes on.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

BOOK REVIEW:
“THE FAMILY TREE: A LYNCHING IN 
GEORGIA, A LEGACY OF SECRETS, 
AND MY SEARCH FOR THE TRUTH”
BYKAREN BRANAN  •  C.2016, ATRIA 
   $26.00 / $34.00 CANADA  •  304 PAGES

The skeletons in your closet 
don’t rattle around much any-
more.

Most of your family has long 
forgotten the secrets those skel-
etons represented, while the 
ones who haven’t forgotten have 
made sure they’re not discussed. 
And it might stay that way for-
ever unless, as in the new book 
“The Family Tree” by Karen 
Branan, there’s a journalist in 
the family.

As her 90-year-old, still-feisty 
grandmother lay dying, Karen 
Branan hoped to record some of 
her G’mamma’s recollections. 
Mostly, she got the usual things: 
schoolgirl hobbies, gentlemen 
callers… until G’mamma men-
tioned a hanging that she had 
witnessed as a child.

Branan tucked the story away 
in her mind, along with other 
hushed, whispered things that 

tickled at her memories. Then, 
nearly 10 years after hearing that 
first hint from a dying woman 
who embellished her tales, Bran-
an went in search of facts. 

What she discovered was 
something she didn’t want to 
admit.

While there was always a cer-
tain amount of racism in Hamil-
ton, Ga., there was also evidence 
that blacks and whites mixed 
easily, especially in bedrooms 
and barrooms, and except when 
it befitted whites to use racism as 
a tool. 

That seemed to be the case in 
early 1912. 

Branan’s great-grandfather 
was town sheriff then, when his 
kin, a well-liked local white rap-
scallion, was shot dead on the 
front porch of a black woman’s 
home. Days later, the woman 
and three men went peacefully 
with the sheriff to jail; they 
had no reason to mistrust him 

because he didn’t arrest them. 
He took them in, he said, for 
their own safety and he seemed 
to have tried to protect them. 
But Branan discovered that the 
whole thing was contrived. In 
the end, the sheriff purposefully 
stepped away, shielding himself 
and leaving the prisoners unsafe. 
Around midnight on Jan. 23, 
1912, a mob marched the four 
through town and hung them 
from a tree and life in Hamilton 
went on as usual until an unex-
pected faction put a stop to what 
became an escalation of vio-
lence. 

Reading “The Family Tree” 
is somewhat like looking for to-
matoes in a field of weeds. You 
know there’s something worth-
while there, but you must pos-
sess patience to find it. You have 
to want to step over what you 
don’t need.

Sadly, what you probably 
don’t need comprises much of 

this book. Author Karen Bran-
an digs up names, names, and 
more names, which serve to lay 
the territory in her memoir, but 
which become just fluff to any-
body who didn’t live in Harris 
County, Ga. That, of course, is 
the reason for the title, but it’s 
overwhelming.

The worthiness here lies in 
what you’ll read otherwise. Ac-
tions that are incomprehensible 
today but shockingly common 
a century ago, heroism, legend-
ary bravery, and a journalist who 
freely admits that she didn’t even 
know what she didn’t know. 

Now, for me, the latter outdid 
the former, but I was willing to 
wait for it to happen. You may 
not be. Start “The Family Tree” 
and you may become impatient 
or start it, and you may be rat-
tled.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

ByTerri Schlichenmeyer
Mississippi Link Newswire Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Organization of Petroleum 
    Exporting Countries
2. Vicar of Christ
3. Dimension
4. What the confederates tried to do
5. W.C.
6. Lazy person
7. Popular condiment
8. Outguess
10. Tatty
14. Boston team
17. Pearl maker
18. Adds flavoring
19. Pleat
20. Beginning
23. Tropical edible root
24. Doorway sign
25. Rodents
27. “To the right!”

ACROSS 
1. Musical composition
5. What children talk with
9. Johnnycake
10. Fizzy drinks
11. Great
12. Christmas plants
13. Et __
15. Escudo
16. Actress Winger
18. Whizz (2 wds.)
21. Wing
22. Organization
26. Slow (musical term)
28. Cab
29. Brand of floor cleaner
30. Little Mermaid’s love
31. Eye infection
32. Memorization

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 15)

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Christie Brinkley

© Feature Exchange
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“The Parker Sisters: 
A Border Kidnapping”

By Lucy Maddox • c.2016, Temple University Press 
$28.50 / Higher in Canada • 256 Pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Mississippi Link Newswire



ENTERTAINMENT

Honor among thieves? Not with 
this bunch. These guys are playing a 
mean duplicitous game, and as they 
do, you can’t guess who will survive. 
That’s the mark of a solid, tense cop/
crime/thriller.  A good one will keep 
you speculating, until the last bullet 
leaves its chamber. 

Terrell Tompkins (Chiwetel Ejio-
for), Russell Welch (Norman Reedus) 
and his brother Gabe (Aaron Paul) 
go back a long way.  They were in a 
special ops unit, and they haven’t lost 
their nerve.  They can shoot a guy, 
rob a bank and create a lot of chaos 
without much of a conscience. Mar-
cus Atwood (Anthony Mackie) and 
Jorge Rodriguez (Clifton Collins Jr.), 
two dirty cops, work with them.

The guys rob a bank in broad day-
light in Atlanta. They’re out to steal 
a safe deposit box. Gabe, not one 
to stick to a plan, takes money too. 
They’re in the midst of a getaway 
when a red dye bomb in the dough 
goes off and causes mayhem. The 
heist was a job for a Russian-Israeli 
mob boss named Irina Vlaslov (Kate 
Winslet).  She is not satisfied with the 
catch. She has another assignment for 
the group, and if they balk, she will 
kill them, one by one. Or, she won’t 
allow Terrell to see his son who is the 
offspring of her flighty, dizzy sister 
Elena (Gal Gadot, Fast & Furious 6 
& 7).

A Sergeant Detective Jeffrey Allen 
(Woody Harrelson) tracks the rob-
bers. His nephew, Chris Allen (Casey 
Affleck), a cop, joins Marcus’s gang 
task force unit, becoming Marcus’ 
partner.  Things are getting too close. 
The guys may have to resort to a 
deadly “999” scheme diversion. Tri-
ple 9 is a highest priority police code 
for “officer down.”

With movies like “The Proposi-
tion,” a Western, and “Lawless” (star-
ring Tom Hardy and Shia LaBeouf) a 
Depression-era drama, Australian di-
rector John Hillcoat has demonstrated 
a penchant for cold violence perfectly 
orchestrated in gunfights and brawls. 
He is the steady hand that starts this 
urban story with a bang and ends it 
with more murder. Scenes of cops in 
the projects chasing drug dealers feel 
real. When the robbers deceive each 
other you don’t question much. Rare-
ly has Atlanta seemed so gritty, but 

cinematographer Nicolas Karakat-
sanis (The Drop), production design-
er, Tim Grimes (The Wrestler) and 
Hillcoat take you to the wrong side of 
the tracks and hold you hostage.

Matt Cook’s screenplay puts a 
slight twist on the crime genre by 
grouping several disparate variables 
into one story: dirty cops, former spe-
cial op soldiers, an alcoholic investi-
gating detective and a heartless lady 
crime lord. Mix in a largely African 
American city, a depressed Latino 
neighborhood, White working class 
cops and the “Kosher Mafia,” and the 
multi-cultural potpourri becomes in-
triguing. 

Chiwetel Ejiofor and Anthony 
Mackie are superb actors, but both 
look a bit too clean-cut to be sleazy. 
Within the confines of their physical 
attributes and perfect diction, they do 
their best. Norman Reedus is decent. 
Winslet’s accent as the unforgiving 
Irina is tolerable. 

Clifton Collins Jr., one of Ameri-
ca’s best character actors, is far more 
believable in his role as a filthy, devi-
ous lawman.  Casey Affleck proves 
once again that he is the better actor 

in the family. (Why didn’t they cast 
him in Batman v Superman: Dawn 
of Justice?)  When Harrelson smokes 
a joint, drinks booze or snorts drugs, 
you never question his commit-
ment—to the character. Aaron Paul 
as the weak-minded, low-life, prosti-
tute-using Gabe and Luis Da Silva Jr. 
as the skinny, but deadly gang leader 
Pinto give the most invisible portray-
als. You know they’re actors, but 
their characters seem like they were 
fished out of the gutter. 

In the beginning the boys seem 
like they are committing a simple, 
but elaborately planned crime.  As 
the film progresses, it is obvious that 
they have entangled themselves in a 
bigger, more powerful web than they 
perceived. That’s when you move 
from the back of your seat to the 
edge, as the noose around their necks 
tightens. 

The solid direction, storytelling 
and acting by Hillcoat, Cook and the 
cast don’t reinvent the crime thriller 
genre. They just add to the trove. 

Read more movie reviews by 
Dwight Brown at DwightBrownInk.
com.

Grammys featured 
tributes, new music

Film Review: Triple 9
Kendrick Lamar, Taylor Swift and Ala-

bama Shakes were the biggest winners at 
a Grammy Awards ceremony that, due to 
the recent deaths of some seminal stars, 
felt as much a tribute to music’s past as 
its present.

Monday’s ceremony included perfor-
mances honoring David Bowie, Glenn 
Frey, B.B. King, Maurice White of Earth, 
Wind & Fire and Lemmy Kilmister of 
Motorhead, along with an extended clip 
of Natalie Cole. All died within the year.

Lamar scored five Grammys for his 
breakthrough album “To Pimp a Butter-
fly,” the night’s biggest haul. But he was 
shut out of Grammy’s Big Four. Swift 
won top album for “1989,” Mark Ronson 
and Bruno Mars earned top record for 
“Uptown Funk,” Ed Sheeran won song 
of the year for “Thinking Out Loud” and 
Meghan Trainor was named best new art-
ist.

LAMAR’S BREAKOUT
Besides his five Grammys, Lamar had 

one of the night’s most intense, riveting 
performances. A week after Beyonce’s 
Super Bowl show saluted the black 
power movement, Lamar opened his 
“The Blacker the Berry” performance in 
chains, dressed in a prison uniform along 
with several dancers. A fire burned behind 
him as he rapped “Alright,” and a back-
drop included a map of Africa with the 
California city “Compton” written on it.

Actor Don Cheadle noted that Lamar’s 
disc “daringly incorporated jazz, funk, 
soul and pure poetry into a hip-hop mas-
terpiece.” He earned a shoutout from 

President Barack Obama’s White House 
twitter feed.

He won best rap album, rap perfor-
mance, rap song, rap/sung performance 
and music video. But his disappearance 
from CBS’ broadcast after the first hour 
is sure to renew debate over Grammy vot-
ers’ attitudes toward rap.

TAYLOR’S TOUCHE
Swift’s show-opening performance of 

“Out of the Woods” was marred by sound 
problems of the sort that later bedeviled 
Adele and Alice Cooper. Yet her album of 
the year win - the second of her career in 
that category - was a particularly timely 
triumph.

She addressed fellow women artists in 
her acceptance speech.

“There are going to be people along the 
way who try to undercut your success or 
take credit for your accomplishments or 
your fame,” she said. She urged others not 
to be sidetracked by the naysayers.

TRIBUTE TIME
The tributes to the deceased stars took 

several forms. Stevie Wonder, wishing 
that Earth, Wind & Fire’s White “rest in 
eternal bliss and peace,” sang “That’s The 
Way of the World” with the vocal group 
Pentatonix.

Surviving Eagles members, joined by 
Jackson Browne, played a stately version 
of “Take it Easy,” with a giant Frey por-
trait backing them as the song came to a 
close.

Lady Gaga’s Bowie tribute was a vi-
sual wonder, with one of this generation’s 
most visually arresting artists honoring 
one whose biggest moments were de-
cades ago. 

By Dwight Brown
NNPA News Wire Film Critic

Anthony Mackey (left) and Casey Affleck star in “Triple 9.” OPEN ROAD FILMS

Chiwetel Ejiofor (left) and Kate Winslet star in “Triple 9.”

James to produce, star in 
reality TV series on CNBC

NBA All-Star LeBron James announced 
his latest venture outside of basketball. 
This summer he’ll co-produce and star in 
a new reality TV series called “Cleveland 
Hustles” on CNBC. 

Along with longtime friend and busi-
ness partner, Maverick Carter, James will 
offer four aspiring local entrepreneurs the 
chance to realize their own dreams while 
revitalizing a neighborhood in Cleveland.

Business experts will invest in and guide 

the would-be entrepre-
neurs, while creating 
jobs for the Cleveland 
economy with their 
fledging enterprises. 

James recently 
signed a movie de-
velopment deal with 
Warner Bros., and his 

SpringHill Entertainment company cur-
rently produces “Survivor’s Remorse” on 
Starz. He’s also producing “Becoming,” a 
program on Disney XD.

James

Special from Target Market News

By David Bauder
AP Entertainment Writer
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February 17 - 23, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$379

FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$149

FAMILY  PACK  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

PER  LB.

89¢
USDA  CHOICE

NEW  YORK  
STRIP  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$799

FRESH 

BONELESS  PORK
TENDERLOIN

PER  LB.

$279

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
BREAST

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH  

CENTER  CUT
PORK CHOPS

PER  LB.

$229

STACK  PACK

WRIGHT'S 
SLICED  BACON

1.5  LB.  PKG.

$699

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK CHOPS

PER  LB.

$249

NESTLE

PURE  LIFE
WATER

24  PACK HALF  LTR.  BTL.

$299

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SALAD  DRESSING
16  OZ.

2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE 
OIL

GALLON  JUG

$499

REG.  OR  LIGHT

BLUE  BONNET
MARGARINE
1  LB.  QTRS. ............................... 89¢

PIGLGY  WIGGLY

BISCUITS
HEARTY  FLAKY / LAYER  
BUTTERMILK,  12  OZ. .......................

4/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

SHREDDED
CHEESE
12  OZ. ..................................... 

$229

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SOUR  CREAM
8  OZ.  ..................................... 99¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

ORANGE
JUICE
PLASTIC  GALLON........................... 

$299

PICTSWEET

FROZEN 
COB  CORN
12  CT. .......................................

$299

ASSORTED  FROZEN

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
10 - 12  OZ. ................................. 

$129

SELECT  FROZEN

ORE  IDA
POTATOES
5  LB.  BAG .................................. 

$499

piggly wiggly

FRESH  SWEET

CANTALOUPES
EACH

2/$5
CALIFORNIA  NAVEL

ORANGES
6  LB.  BAG

$399
FRESH  CRISP

LETTUCE
HEAD

99¢

POPEYES

SPINACH
10  OZ.

$199

YELLOW

ONIONS
3  LB.  BAG

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


