
A call to action plan toward re-
pealing “zero tolerance school disci-
pline policies” was issued by Marian 
Wright Edelman, founder and presi-
dent of the Children’s Defense Fund 
(CDF), at a press conference Friday, 
Feb. 8, held at the Central High 
School Auditorium in Jackson.

Edelman joined the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, the PERICO 
Institute for Youth Development and 
Engagement and CDF’s Southern 
Regional Office.

The activists called for an end to 
school policies they termed a “key 
feeder into the cradle to prison pipe-
line and deepening the drop out rate 
in Mississippi.”

According to Oleta Fitzgerald, di-
rector of CDF’s Southern Regional 
Office, “There is an increased use 
of suspension and expulsion for 
students who do not pose a threat to 
school safety.”

By using public records, the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund’s Southern 
Regional Office and Southern Rural 
Black Women’s Initiative worked 
with the PERICO Institute to de-
velop a data-driven profile of the dis-

proportionate impact zero tolerance 
school discipline policies have on 
children of color in Mississippi.
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Former Ole Miss football player 
Roy Coleman, a three-year letter-
man from 1977-79, passed in Mem-
phis, Tuesday, Feb. 5 at the age of 
54. Coleman was the first black 
starting quarterback at Ole Miss and 
an integral part of the 1977 team 
that knocked off eventual national 
champion Notre Dame, playing in 
Jackson.

Coleman played both quarter-
back and receiver during his time 
with the Rebels. He spent most of 
his time as a starting flanker his 
sophomore season in 1977 and had 
a 52-yard catch in that 20-13 win 
over the Irish on Sept. 17. 

The Jackson native started six 
games at quarterback his junior 
year, passing for 448 yards, a touch-
down and an interception and rush-
ing for 162 yards and three scores.

As a two-sport prep star, he led 
Jackson’s Callaway High School 
football team to an undefeated sea-
son and state championship in 1975 
and was a standout baseball pitcher 
with a 13-3 record as a senior.

He later suited up for Jake Gibbs’ 
Rebel baseball team as a senior in 

1979, but pitched sparingly because 
of tendinitis in his throwing arm.

Coleman went on to earn a bach-
elor’s degree from the University 
of Mississippi and then became a 
firefighter.

He is survived by three daugh-
ters - Kristen, 23; Keeley, 15; and 
Katie, 14; a son, Joshua, 21; his 
mother Marva Coleman; brother 
Glen Coleman; and sister Shelia 
Wilkerson.

He was buried Tuesday, Feb. 
12 at Mount Charity Cemetery in 
Ridgeland, Miss.

Mississippi activists say, ‘zero 
tolerance school discipline policies 
feeding pipeline to prison’

Ole Miss’ first black 
starting quarterback passes

Marshand Crisler and Sollie 
B. Norwood will be the two 
run-off candidates for State 
Senate District 28, Tuesday, 
Feb. 26, 2013. Crisler received 
25 percent of 2,789 votes cast, 
with Norwood receiving 22.5 

percent of the votes.
The winner will fill the seat 

vacated due to Sen. Alice 
Harden’s passing. Crisler is a 
former Jackson City Council 
president and community col-
lege administrator. Norwood 
is a former Jackson Public 
School board member.

Crisler is running as a dem-
ocrat and serves as a board 
member of the State Democrat 
Executive Committee. He cur-
rently is working on his Ph.D 
at Jackson State University; 
he earned his master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees from JSU.

Norwood is running as a 

non-partisan candidate. He re-
ceived his master’s and bach-
elor’s degrees from Jackson 
State and attended the Univer-
sity of Mississippi.

State Senate District 
28 run-off Feb. 26

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

City mayoral and council 
seat candidates lining up

Former Rebel Roy Coleman played 
QB and WR for Ole Miss 77-79
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Coleman, #12, made a catch against Notre Dame in a 1977 Rebel 
victory over the eventual national champ. PHOTO COuRTesy OLe MIss

Launching an action plan to repeal Mississippi’s Zero Tolerance 
policies in schools, Marian Wright edelman (R) addresses the media 
in Jackson, Feb. 8. Oleta Garrett Fitzgerald looks on.

CDF’s Southern Regional Office staff members were joined by 
Southern Poverty Law Center’s Atty. Jody Owens II (2nd from right) 
and PeRICO’s chairman Charles Perry (R).

The Jazz Station was one of the buildings on the University of Southern Mississippi campus in Hat-
tiesburg damaged by the EF-4 rated tornado Sunday, Feb. 10. Cleanup efforts are underway. The 
campus offices reopened Wednesday, Feb. 13. Classes resumed Thursday, Feb. 14. PHOTO By KeLLy 
DuNN (Read more on page 4)

University of Southern Mississippi Interim President Dr. Aubrey Lucas, left, welcomed new South-
ern Miss President Dr. Rodney Bennett during a news conference at the Hattiesburg campus Thurs-
day, Feb. 7, 2013 PHOTO By KeLLy DuNN (Read more on page 9)

Coleman

First African American confirmed as 
University of Southern Mississippi president

Tornado cleanup underway, 
Governor said Mississippi better at 
dealing with weather emergencies
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“FBI Alert” e-mail not from 
FBI, officials say

Recently, some 
Mississippi residents 
have received an 
alarming e-mail 
supposedly containing 
an “FBI Alert” about 
someone with whom 
they’ve communicated 

online. This e-mail requests that recipients contact the 
“FBI secret service” by following a link provided in the 
e-mail.

Be warned with this Virus Warning:  Daniel McMullen, 
Special Agent in Charge of the FBI in Mississippi, states: 

“These e-mails do not come from the FBI. Recipients 
of this or similar e-mails should know that the FBI does 
not send unsolicited e-mails to the public.”

If users click on the embedded link, they run the risk 
of infecting their computer with a malicious virus, FBI 
personnel said.

To follow is the actual “fraudulent” FBI message: 
“From: FBI ALERT;  rogerio.sola@ibgen.com.br; Reply-
To: FBI ALERT fbisecretservice@careceo.com; We 
have information for you regarding the person you are 
transacting with online. You need to see this yourself. 
Contact us immediately for this is very important to 
you. Keep it to yourself and contact us, get back to 
us immediately. There is something you need to know 
about this person or you might end up loosing everything 
you ever worked for. Stop emailing until you hear from 
us. Contact FBI secret service with the email below 
fbisecretservice@careceo.com FBI secret service”

There are many preventative measures computer 
users can take to minimize the risk of exposing their 
computer to a virus, the FBI said. They are:

1. Be suspicious of any unsolicited e-mail.
2. Do not click on links contained within an unsolicited 

e-mail.
3. Log directly onto an official website for the entity 

identified in the e-mail, instead of “linking” to one from 
an unsolicited e-mail.

4. Contact the actual entity that supposedly sent the 
e-mail to verify if the e-mail is legitimate.

5. Be watchful of spelling errors, grammar problems, 
or inconsistent information. These could be signs that 
the sender is fraudulent (not who they say they are).

Opening e-mail from an unknown sender, especially 
those using the names of well-known entities to catch 
your attention, is risky. Links embedded in such e-mails 
frequently lead to viruses which can infect the recipient’s 
computer.

In order to address Internet threats, including scam or 
fraudulent e-mails, the Internet Crime Complaint Center 
(IC3), a partnership between the FBI and the National 
White Collar Crime Center, was established in 2000.

“The IC3 serves as a vehicle to receive, develop, and 
refer Internet crime complaints.” said SAC McMullen. “If 
you have received an e-mail of this nature, or any scam 
e-mail, we encourage you to notify the IC3 by filing a 
complaint at www.ic3.gov.”

JPD investigates 4 rapes in 2 weeks
After a rape case was 

reported to the Jackson 
Police Department late 
Monday night, Feb. 4, 
online crime records 
reveal the Londonderry 
Drive rape is only one 
of four detectives are 

working to solve, WLOX reported.
According to crime records on the Jackson Police 

Department website, four rape cases have been 
reported between Jan. 14 - Jan. 28. The first incident 
reportedly occurred in the 3700 block of Timber Crest 
Drive on Jan. 16. Four days later and 12.5 miles away, 
two more rapes were reported.

Records indicate the second and third rapes were 
both reported on Jan. 20. One from the 2400 block of 
Skyline Drive, and the other in the 300 block of Flag 
Chapel Road. The two reported rapes occurred less 
than five miles apart.

The fourth rape happened on Jan. 28 in north Jackson 
in the 4000 block of Londonderry Drive. This incident is 
roughly 10 miles from those reported on Jan. 20.

Jackson Police Department Assistant Chief Lee 
Vance says one rape is too many. “Be aware of your 
surroundings, don’t trust people you don’t know 
thoroughly. Try to use wise judgments when it comes 
to dealing with people. But let me say this, I think rape 
is a heinous crime perpetrated by mentally and morally 
corrupt individuals,” Vance said. 

Woman stabbed in grocery 
store parking lot
Woman stabbed in the throat

Authorities are 
now saying what 
they believed to be 
an incident of road 
rage in the parking 
lot of a grocery 
store may have 
been the result 

of an ongoing dispute. Police said a woman was 
slashed in the throat and neck multiple times outside 
a Kroger at Crosstown in Lee County on Saturday, 
Feb. 9.

The woman, who was not identified, was taken to 
a local hospital and her injuries were not considered 
to be life-threatening. Police said a female suspect 
who fled the scene in a white cargo van with another 
passenger inside has been taken into custody. The 
suspect is being questioned, but another suspect 
remains at large, officials said.

Detectives said the two women reportedly got into 
an argument on the roadway while driving in two 
separate vehicles when they pulled into the parking 
lot and the incident escalated. Police said the women 
knew each other, but a motive in the attack has not 
been disclosed.

T h e  M o n i c a  L a n d  R e p o r t
from around the state

Marshand 
Crisler

Candidate, 
Senate District 28

my sincere thanks to the voters in 
senate District 28 for allowing me to 
continue to fight to represent your 
interests at the state Capitol! as we 
continue to celebrate black history 
month, let us remember the famous 
words of Dr. martin luther king, Jr., 
“Our lives begin and end when we 
become silent about the things that 
matter.” let your voice be heard 
by coming back out to vote in the 
runoff election for senate District 28 
on Feb. 26. 

paid for by the committee to elect marshand Crisler 



STATE

H AT T I E S -
BURG - Clean-
up efforts are 
proceeding in 
earnest at the 
University of 
Southern Mis-

sissippi where an EF-4 tornado 
struck on Sunday, Feb. 10, dam-
aging several buildings on the 
Hattiesburg campus. Campus 
offices reopened Wednesday, 
Feb. 13, with classes scheduled 
to resume Thursday, Feb. 14.

In response to numerous in-
quiries about ways to help, the 
USM Foundation has estab-
lished an emergency relief fund 
for financial contributions. For 
more information about the 
fund, go to www.usmfounda-
tion.com/relief.

The tornado caused extensive 
damage to six buildings on the 
Southern Miss campus - the 
Ogletree House (home of the 
Alumni Association), the Man-
noni Performing Arts Center, 
the Fine Arts Building; Jazz 

Station; McLemore Hall; and 
Marsh Hall.

On Monday morning, Feb. 11, 
Gov. Phil Bryant stood on the 
campus of his alma mater, the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi, and declared that the state 
would respond to devastation 
wrought by Sunday’s tornado in 
typical fashion - with resiliency.

“Unfortunately we have more 
experience and are better quali-
fied than anyone in the nation to 
deal with weather-related emer-
gencies,” said Bryant before a 
media throng at the Thad Co-
chran Center.

“I always enjoy being on the 
Southern Miss 
campus, and 
it’s difficult to 
see the damage 
that is here. But 
these men and 
women know 
how to handle 
this and know 
exactly what to 
do.”

Dr. Joe Paul, 
vice president 
for student af-
fairs, acknowl-
edged a silver 
lining amid the 
destruction.

“The good 
news is that 
we had no in-
juries,” said 
Paul. “The 
great majority 
of our campus 
is just fine. We 
are blessed that 
most of our 
students were 
away for the 
Mardi Gras 
holiday.

“ T h e 
truth is - this could have been 
much, much worse.”

Dr. Rodney Bennett, who just 
four days earlier was named the 
next president at Southern Miss, 
drove from his home in Georgia 
and arrived just minutes after 
the news conference began.

“When I saw what happened, 
I told my wife that I had to get to 
Hattiesburg,” said Bennett, who 
is wrapping up his duties as vice 
president of student affairs at the 
University of Georgia. “This is 
where I needed to be. 

“I want to let the parents out 
there know that my goal is to 
ensure your children are safe on 
our campus and in Hattiesburg. 
We will work to restore things 
as quickly as possible. There is 
no way to stop us from moving 
Southern Miss to the top.” 

No fatalities were reported 
from the tornado that cut a 
75-mile path through Marion, 
Lamar and Forrest counties. 
Bryant noted that more than 
13,300 residents lost power in 
the immediate aftermath of the 
storm. Area hospitals treated 63 
patients with storm-related inju-
ries. 

More than 200 homes - in-
cluding mobile homes  -and 
approximately 100 apartments 
were damaged or destroyed.

Damage estimates have yet to 
be determined but Bryant cau-
tioned area residents that a state 
of emergency would remain in 
effect for the area hit hardest by 
the tornado. 

A state of emergency also re-
mained in effect for the South-
ern Miss campus, which was 
already closed through Tuesday, 
Feb. 12. In related news of im-
portance on campus:

• The health clinic reopened 
Tuesday, Feb. 12, from 9 a.m. to 
noon, and 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
and back to normal operating 

hours on Wednesday, Feb. 13.
• The season-opening baseball 

series at home against Missouri 
this weekend is on schedule.

• The USM Symphony Or-
chestra event scheduled for 
Thursday, Feb. 14, has been 
canceled.

Cleanup underway, Governor said Mississippi 
better qualified to deal with weather emergencies
By Van Arnold 
Reporter, Office of Communications
University of Southern Mississippi

Gov. Phil Bryant at news conference Monday, Feb. 11, on 
morning after EF-4 tornado hit Hattiesburg and University 
of Southern Mississippi campus.

The Ogletree House, which contains the offices of the 
Alumni Association at The University of Southern Missis-
sippi, sustained heavy damage from Sunday’s tornado. 

Crews continue to clean up debris from the tornado that struck 
the Southern Miss campus last Sunday. PHOTOS by KELLY DUNN

PSA
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LOCAL

The next round of cam-
paigns and voting continues 
with the 2013 Jackson mayor-
al race and city council seats. 
For mayor, the candidates to 
date are: incumbent Mayor 
Harvey Johnson Jr., Ward 2’s 
councilman Atty. Chokwe Lu-
mumba, Ward 4’s councilman 
Frank Bluntson, Johnathon 
Lee - president of Mississippi 
Products, and Regna Quinn 
- former general counsel for 
Jackson State university.

The qualifying deadline for 
the mayoral primary is March 
8, the primary election is May 
7, with the general election set 
for June 4.

Candidates 
for council 
seats also 
are lining 
up. Stopping 
by The Mis-
sissippi Link 
office re-
cently to an-
nounce they 
are throwing 
their hats 
into the ring 
have been: 
Atty. Melvin 
Priester Jr. campaigning for 
Ward 2 council seat and Pas-
tor Barron Banks campaign-
ing for Ward 4.

Atty. June Hardwick gave 
notice that she’s officially 
launching her campaign for 
Ward 7 on Thursday, Feb. 14.

To the tune of Mary Mary’s “Go 
get your blessings,” Pastor Bar-
ron Banks launched his campaign 
for Ward 4’s council seat with the 
community as his backdrop. “We 
didn’t choose the steps of city 
hall to make this announcement, 
we chose the community. I want 
to launch my campaign where I 
have concerns - in my ward,” said 
Banks.

Dr. Terrii Moore came to Ward 4 
to stand with him and offer prayers 
that Banks be given the strength to 
work for a better Jackson and for a 
better Ward 4. Banks said, “I can’t 
do it by myself. I am not running 
against anyone, I am running for 
the community.”

He said he wants to get jobs 
into his ward for his people, and 
he will network with those who 

can provide jobs. 
“This district is a 
large ward with 
great needs. I 
will network with 
Jackson State 
University to im-
prove education 
opportunities in 
the Ward.

“We have to 
do better for our infrastructure, so 
we can attract businesses into the 
Ward. Crime and public safety will 
require that we network to build 
stronger families to save our com-
munities. We can walk though this 
ward and see that we need houses 
and jobs. Most of all, we need to 
build strong families.”

Banks said he visited detention 
centers with young men, 17 and 
18 years old, charged with Capi-
tal Murder 1 and 2. “We need the 

church and for businesses to help 
us. We must have shopping areas 
on the south side,” said Banks.

The thing that has been eating at 
him, Banks said, is that he needs to 
do something of good for his peo-
ple. “When we do more, we will 
get with the mayor and the judges 
to help us make a better ward,” he 
said. “Every thing does not come 
through legislature, but we will 
stand up for what is right and get 
the people to stand with us.”

Members of Beta Delta Omega, 
Gamma Omicron (Tougaloo Col-
lege), and Gamma Rho (Jackson 
State University) Chapters of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 
will host the 105th Founders’ Day 
observance of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated Sunday, Feb. 
17, 2013, at 3 p.m. at Anderson 
United Methodist Church, 6205 
Hanging Moss Rd., in Jackson.  
Everyone is invited to attend to cel-
ebrate this momentous occasion. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, In-
corporated was founded on January 
15, 1908, on the campus of How-
ard University.  The sorority is the 
oldest Greek-lettered organization 
established by African-American 

college-educated women.  
Today, the organization is in-

ternational and comprised of over 
260,000 members in graduate and 
undergraduate chapters in the Unit-
ed States, the U. S. Virgin Islands, 
the Caribbean, Canada, Japan, Ger-
many, Korea and various African 
countries.

Beta Delta Omega, Gamma 
Omicron and Gamma Rho  have a 
long history of service in the Jack-
son area, and chapter members are 
excited to commemorate the soror-
ity’s Founders’ Day.   

The theme for the event is “Em-
bracing Our Legacy: Reflections of 
Sisterhood Through Timeless Ser-
vice.”  The chapters will celebrate 
the legacy of Alpha Kappa Alpha 

and its continued dedication to ser-
vice to all mankind.  

According to Dr. Armerita Tell, 
President of Beta Delta Omega, 
“This program provides an oppor-
tunity for us to reflect and renew 
our commitment to service to all 
mankind. We serve because we un-
derstand that our work will not be 
done until all of our brothers and 
sisters are healthy, fed, educated 
and not unjustly imprisoned. 

“We cannot halt the vision on 
which this great sisterhood was 
founded. We invite everyone to join 
us in this celebration.” 

All guests are asked to bring can 
goods to be donated to the pan-
try at Anderson United Methodist 
Church.

Pastor Banks announced he’s not 
running against anyone but for Ward 4

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated Chapters host 105th 
Founders’ Day Observance
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Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 
complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

run-off
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Norwood

Banks (center) joined by family and community 
and supporters Pastor Terri Moore (left) and Dr. 
Thomas Jenkins.

Crisler

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
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Their office documented disci-
plinary practices in Mississippi, 
district by district, as the foundation 
upon which to mobilize students, 
parents and community leaders as 
well as administrators and teach-
ers to halt the zero tolerance poli-
cies that are pushing children out of 
school.

The new report revealed that in 
59 of the school districts in Missis-
sippi, black students were more than 
twice as likely as white students to 
have a disciplinary incident and a 
disciplinary disposition.

The student population in those 
districts was 52 percent black and 
43 percent white, similar to all dis-
tricts in the state in terms of racial 
breakdown, district size and median 
family income.

Forty-four percent of the dispo-
sitions were out-of-school suspen-
sions - a rate of 21 per 100 students 
a year. The group offered “recom-
mendations toward stopping the 
criminalization of thousands of Mis-
sissippi students.”

Fitzgerald said, “We would like 
to see the end of the zero tolerance 
policies, period. We would like the 
state to start collecting data from 

all school districts annually of the 
type of incidents and dispositions 
for these incidents, disaggregated by 
race, ethnicity, age, disability status 
and school.

“Report this information to the 
State Department of Education, us-
ing uniform incident and disposition 
definitions. Also, develop alterna-
tives to zero tolerance for non vio-
lent offenses. There are mediation 
programs that could be used.

“Instead of suspensions and ex-
pulsions, have more discussion 
about what the problem is with the 
child. Use more trained case manag-
ers involved in the lives of students 
engaged in or at risk of repeat dis-
cipline violations,” Fitzgerald ad-
vised.

She cited issues with disabilities 
and issues from homes. “We have to 
dig deeper; triage the students better. 
Utilize more student-led peer medi-
ation,” said Fitzgerald. “We recom-
mend more engagement of teachers 
and parents and faith communities 
and community leaders.

“This is where school drop out 
problems come from. If we made 
sure every 4-year-old child today 
got everything they needed, we 

could change the trajectory of these 
kids and spend much less money 
than we spend on prisons,” she con-
cluded.

Charles Perry, Chairman of 
PERICO Institute for Youth Devel-
opment and Entrepreneurship, said, 
“Many of the incidents that occur 
and behaviors cited, the parents 
should be the first ones interviewed. 
Disproportionately sending kids out 
of school shows a punitive rather 
than restorative approach.

“We discovered from research 
that the state invests about $22,000 
per inmate and about $5,000 per  
child’s education per year. We need 
to shift more dollars to education 
and away from prisons. We need 
prevention, intervention and treat-
ment,” he added.

Perry then introduced Cargin 
Madison, a 10th grader at Jim Hill 
High School, who is a CDF Youth 
Council member and a peer media-
tor in the Hinds County Peer Me-
diation Program. Conflict resolution 
between students is the focus of the 
peer mediators.

The Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter managing attorney, Jody Owens 
II, said, “Too many of our kids are 

coming directly from the school sys-
tem into the prison system.

“It is not a black problem or a 
white problem; it is our problem and 
we need to take more responsibility 
for our greatest resource - our chil-
dren.”

The CDF, which has been work-
ing in Mississippi for 40 years, also 
released the new report, “Disman-
tling the Cradle to Prison Pipeline: 
Preventing Pushouts in Mississippi 
Schools.”

Edelman said, “When 4th graders 
are not able to read, they will have a 
whole lot of trouble getting through 
school. By practicality they are pre-
paring prison beds according to the 
success abilities of black children 
in the 4th grade. We cannot lead the 
world if the majority of your chil-
dren can’t read.

“We are spending all this money 
on prisons, and why do we continue 
to let this process go on? I am deeply 
concerned. Builders of private pris-
ons are guaranteeing governors that 
they will keep them filled for the 
next 40 years.

“It’s time for Mississippi educa-
tion leaders to take action now and 
stop flooding our juvenile justice 

system with children who don’t 
pose a threat to others,” said Edel-
man. She said this is her top priority.

The Meridian and Lauderdale 
County cases were called “the 
worse” and were described as “a 
taxi service from school house to 
jail house.”

The U.S. Department of Justice 
filed a lawsuit in October 2012 
against the City of Meridian, Lau-
derdale County, judges of Lauder-
dale County Youth Court and State 
of Mississippi, citing, “officials 
are helping to operate a ‘school-to-
prison pipeline in which the rights 
of children are repeatedly and rou-
tinely violated.’”

Reportedly, some of the non-
violent type behaviors for which 
students were incarcerated include: 
“dress code infractions, such as 
wearing the wrong color socks; 
tardiness; using vulgar language; 
yelling at teachers; and going to the 
bathroom or leaving the classroom 
without permission.”

A January 2013 report, titled 
“Handcuffs on Success: The Ex-
treme School Discipline Crisis 
in Mississippi Schools,” detailed 
how extreme school disciplinary 
practices harm tens of thousands 
of Mississippi students removed 
from school for minor misbehav-
iors.
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I have a rule 
about this month. 
If it’s February, I 
know that some-
body somewhere 
has given an inter-
view or written an 

article declaring America no lon-
ger needs Black History Month. 
And sure enough, the conservative 
National Review Online of Febru-
ary 4, has given us the article of 
one Charles W. Cooke:  “Against 
Black History Month: This month 
is Black History Month. Let’s hope 
it’s the last.”

Even if you’re opposed to Black 
History Month, no one would cred-
ibly think there’s any chance that 
this month’s, or next year’s, or the 

year after that’s, would be the last 
Black History Month American so-
ciety commemorates?

Now it’s more important than 
ever that we plumb the facts and 
complexities of African-American 
history. This is not a matter of 
“segregating” American history 
into racial and ethnic enclaves. It 
is a matter of acquiring a fuller un-
derstanding of American history 
by not pretending that consider-
ing American history primarily 
through that of white Americans is 
the only approach that counts.

It’s clear that Carter G. Wood-
son, the great scholar who estab-
lished Negro History Week in 
1926, had two goals in mind. One 
was to enable African Americans 
to see that blacks had a rich history 
before their capture and transport 

to the Americas; and that pursuing 
the truth of the black experience 
in America was the only way to 
construct an America worthy of its 
ideals.

Cooke’s article follows the usual 
scheme of the attack on Black His-
tory Month. He asserts that the un-
dertaking was necessary before the 
1960s, when de jure and de facto 
segregation ruled the land. Now, 
however, it’s outlived its useful-
ness and in fact is harming the 
ability of all Americans to gain a 
shared understanding of American 
history.

Cooke cites no actual examples 
of the supposed sins of Black 
History Month – no examples of 
schools or school systems where 
black history is taught only in Feb-
ruary and ignored in the curriculum 

the rest of the year. No examples of 
colleges where black studies cours-
es ignore the impact of the other 
currents of American society.

These attacks on Black History 
Month ignore how deeply Black 
history has already been “inte-
grated” into broader examinations 
of American history, as even a cur-
sory perusal of popular and schol-
arly books would indicate. They 
ignore how complex and search-
ing explorations of black history 
have become - as a forthcoming 
documentary airing on the Public 
Broadcasting Service on Whitney 
M. Young Jr., the charismatic lead-
er of the National Urban League 
from 1961, until his untimely death 
in 1971, will show.

Most of all, they ignore why 
over the last four decades other 

sub-groups of Americans have ad-
opted the “special month” model. 
Cooke does list some of these: 
Women’s History Month, South 
Asian Heritage Month, Asian-
Pacific American Heritage Month, 
Haitian Heritage Month, Jewish 
American Heritage Month, Carib-
bean-American Heritage Month, 
National Hispanic Heritage Month, 
National American Indian Heritage 
Month, and Alaskan Native Heri-
tage Month.

Revealingly, he merely lists 
them, ignoring the implications of 
their founding, and the fact that just 
like Black History Month their es-
tablishment was approved by acts 
of Congress and signed by Repub-
lican and Democratic presidents.

In fact, just as Black History 
Month does, they underscore val-

id - and widespread - educational 
practice of focusing on particu-
lar facets of a broad topic and the 
widespread social-group practice 
of closely examining their particu-
lar experience in America.

They also echo the question 
that Carter G. Woodson’s Negro 
History Week, now Black History 
Month, set before the nation more 
than 80 years ago, a question never 
more powerfully expressed than in 
the penultimate line posed by Cur-
tis Mayfield and The Impressions 
in the title track of their 1969 al-
bum, “This Is My Country”: “Shall 
we perish unjust,” the song asks, 
“or live equal as a nation.”

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime jour-
nalist based in New York City. His 
latest book is “Last Chance: The 
Political Threat to Black America”.

Black History Month’s powerful question
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OPINION

President John F. Kennedy 
said, “… The greatest enemy 
of the truth is not a lie but a 
myth.”  There is a myth in our 
community that black children 
do not want to be considered 
smart.  If they are smart in 
school, the myth is that they 

will be ridiculed by their friends, or worse yet 
be considered to be “acting white.”

This myth was challenged by a study con-
ducted at Harvard University by Roland G. 
Fryer Jr., an economist and self-described 
“math geek.”  Taking a scientific approach to 
determining whether there was any validity to 
the myth, the researchers interviewed hundreds 
of high school students and found credible evi-
dence that the myth was, simply put, untrue.

Here is what the Harvard Study found:  of all 
the students surveyed, African American young 
men were the most proud to either be called 
smart or think another student was smart.

This group was closely followed by Afri-
can American young women, who expressed a 
feeling of great satisfaction in being considered 
smart or recognizing another student as smart. 
Interestingly, the group least likely to want to 
be called smart, the survey showed, was Cau-
casian males, who generally were embarrassed 
and did not wish to be singled out.

This research directly challenges a myth 
that is widely held as true in our community.  
Smart, intelligent children are what every com-
munity in our nation wants to have and what 
our schools are designed to achieve.

If we are told and believe that our children 
do not want to be considered “smart” for fear of 
retaliation or ridicule by their peers, we may er-
roneously fail to acknowledge or applaud their 
achievements. We should not accept myth as 
truth, because then we might fail to give well-
deserved recognition to hard work and notable 
good deeds.

Too often our youth are on the news for 
criminal acts, while little or no recognition is 
given to the student who does well in a spelling 
competition, writing contest, mock trial, choir 
festival, and academic or quiz bowl.

We hear about the child who is expelled from 
school, but not about those who have perfect 
attendance records.  We hear about the child 
who failed to pass a grade, but not about the 
students who regularly tutor their peers.  We 
don’t see the youth who volunteer with the el-
derly, or the young people who are involved in 
environmental projects, or who help with their 
church missions.

When you are young, it is important to have 
images that are positive.  It is important to help 
develop a young person’s self-esteem.  We 
need to tell our young people “that they are 
smart, that they are important.”

We need to give the accolades needed to help 
them form an uplifted outlook of who they are 
and what they can achieve.  We need to con-
stantly remind our youth to believe in them-
selves.

If we truly want our children to be the best 
that they can be, we have to stop perpetuating 
the myths that destroy our youth and our com-
munity.

Atty. Melvin Priester Jr. is a candidate for  
Jackson City Councilman Ward 2.

Truth vs. 
myth - ‘black 
children don’t 
want to be 
called smart’

Six years after I first 
heard them, the statistics 
still haunt me: Eighty-six 
percent of black children 
in the fourth grade read 
and do math below their 
grade level. Black girls 

between the ages of 15 and 24 represent 
the greatest number of new HIV infec-
tions. Homicide is the leading cause of 
death for our boys.

The village is on fire! And our love is 
the saving, healing water that legions of 
our children are literally dying for. When 
we listen, we hear their cries rising above 
the flames. Their voices carry the incendi-
ary pain and humiliation of intergenera-
tional poverty that turns dreams to ashes: 
days of missed meals, uncertain safety 
and poorly resourced schools that replen-
ish the pipeline to prison.

These are among the many grievous 
thefts of potential impoverishing the lives 
of black children in the land of plenty, a 
land made rich and powerful on the backs 
of our ancestors. And it’s happening on 
our watch.

Attorney General Eric Holder charged 
a national task force with investigating 
how exposure to violence impacts chil-
dren. I attended his Dec. 14, 2012, meet-
ing at which the culminating findings in 
the Defending Childhood report were de-
livered. The violence that children of this 
nation are subjected to in their homes and 
communities and glamorized in the media 
is relentless and chilling.

Expert after expert cautioned that expo-
sure to violence traumatizes children and 
that, unresolved, those traumas easily lead 
to deep depression and dysfunctional be-

haviors. These socially disruptive behav-
iors - our young people’s cries for help - 
lead the nightly news from coast to coast, 
rousing shame and anxiety.

What I have come to know in my per-
sonal and professional life is this: under-
standing the cause of our pain and taking 
action to address it are crucial to our heal-
ing. We are a remarkable species, living at 
an extraordinary time in history, a marvel 
of creation, human and divine. Love is the 
divine aspect of our being. It is restorative 
and healing and elevates everything it 
touches. That’s the promise. Love, God, 
Jehovah, Yahweh, Allah - call ‘It’ what 
you will. Originating Spirit gave birth to 
all existence.

Among my baby-boomer peers are 
real-world exemplars of the good that is 
possible when a generation cares and acts 
out of love: we build schools and cultural 
institutions, develop businesses, write 
great books, compose great music and 
create dances that elevate the spirit.

The generation that inspired me - that 
inspired the creation of ‘Essence’ and 
the building of other black institutions - 
stopped a war, moved young people out 
of gangs and into breakfast programs that 
often gave school children the only nutri-
tious meal they had each day.

We didn’t pull a trigger to settle a beef 
or join gangs to make family. Even if our 
own family was broken, our community 
was whole and stood in the gap. Grown-
ups did not fear or neglect the young. 
They loved, protected and corrected us. 
Today, under-resourced black children 
have been all but discarded.

We have forgotten who we are and 
what we’re supposed to be doing here; 
forgotten that “we are each other’s keeper 
… each other’s magnitude and bond,” as 

the late, great Pulitzer Prize-winning poet 
Gwendolyn Brooks reminded us.

Like our fore parents, who made pos-
sible the privileges we now take for grant-
ed, we must live for a purpose greater than 
the acquisition and accumulation of more 
stuff to stumble over, clutter our path and 
obstruct our vision. 

The terrain we traverse today is not 
even the rough side of the mountain; the 
rough side is behind us, cleared for us 
by those who came before us. We are 
uniquely positioned among people of Af-
rican descent to make that final assault on 
the summit of our aspirations, if we will 
commit to doing what has become most 
difficult for us as a people: link arms and 
aims, make a plan and get along with one 
another to see it through.

We’ve got to push black leaders to 
humble themselves, allow love, not ego, 
to lead. And if they won’t lead, then they 
must follow and bring their constituents 
and congregants along.

In January, we celebrated the 150th an-
niversary of the signing of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation. Just six years before 
that hard-won acknowledgment of our 
humanity on the long march toward free-
dom, the U.S. Supreme Court decided in 
Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) that Afri-
can Americans were “so far inferior that 
they had no rights which the white man 
was bound to respect.” 

But Frederick Douglass, even in the 
face of the Dred Scott decision, envi-
sioned an end to slavery just down the 
road. If during the most despicable time in 
this nation’s history, a man who was born 
into slavery could lead abolitionists and a 
president to take a stand on the right side 
of history, let us not retreat from making 
the only moral choice before us in our 

time.
We have everything we need: creativ-

ity, connectivity, education, resources, ac-
cess, a history of triumph and a pantheon 
of way-showers. We can learn to work 
together better; choose healthier, life-
sustaining behaviors; fill our hearts with 
love and gratitude and do this work that is 
ours to do. We can reclaim and secure the 
young lives we abandoned and rebuild the 
village. And we can do it well by mentor-
ing.

Mentoring - a low-cost, high-returns 
solution - works miracles. In the tradi-
tion of our ancestors, whether we are rich 
or poor, formally educated or not, and 
though none of our lives are perfect, we 
can provide a protective shield for the 
children.

The National CARES Mentoring 
Movement, founded as Essence CARES 
in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, is com-
mitted to changing this in the now time. 
Operating in nearly 60 U.S. cities under 
the leadership of devoted volunteer com-
munity leaders, CARES has recruited 
more than 125,000 mentors for upwards 
of 135,000 children.

But it’s not enough. Our children los-
ing ground need your congregation, your 
block association, your friends and fami-
ly, they need our fraternities and sororities 
to take action. We need all hands on deck. 
Email me at taylor@caresmentoring.
org or visit our website, www.caresmen-
toring.org, to get connected with a local 
CARES affiliate.

Susan L. Taylor is the founder and CEO 
of National CARES Mentoring Move-
ment. For 27 years, she served as the chief 
editor of Essence magazine. Learn more 
about the programs of National CARES at 
www.caresmentoring.org.

What we can do to reclaim black children
By Susan L. Taylor
NNPA Special Contributor

By Atty. Melvin V. Priester Jr.
Guest Columnist

Reaffirmed!
That’s what I felt 

deep within, where 
even the January 
cold that stalked the 
National Mall  could 

not touch me, as I stood there on Inau-
guration Day. For so long, frustration 
and disappointment had taken up resi-
dence in the hot, earthen-red marrow 
of my bones.

I reflected on how Michelle Obama 
must have felt in her husband’s maid-
en run for the White House when she 
said, “for the first time in my adult life 
I am proud of my country.” On that 
Mall with so many others there to wit-
ness Barack H. Obama, a black man 
like me, sworn in for his second term 
as our nation’s president, I felt over-
whelmed and like I belonged there.

It wasn’t just the day’s flowery 
prose and poetry, its soaring songs, 
festive parades and fluttering flags. It 
was, for me, the culmination of a re-
alization that the country that I always 
loved more than it loved me had done 
right by me - and, along the way, the 
cause of justice.

In the last hours of 2012, outgoing 
North Carolina Gov. Beverly Perdue 
issued and signed a Pardon of Inno-
cence for the Wilmington Ten. I was 

among nine black men and one white 
woman who were unjustly charged 
and convicted for the 1971 firebomb-
ing of a grocery store in my hometown 
of Wilmington, N.C., during an espe-
cially racially tense time following the 
closing of the city’s only black high 
school.

At the time, I was a teenage activ-
ist who only wanted, like all 10 of 
us, to see black students treated with 
some degree of respect and consider-
ation. For our efforts, the Wilmington 
Ten were sentenced to a total of more 
than 280 years in prison. Our case 
generated widespread condemnation 
and support, especially following the 
recantation of the prosecution’s three 
star witnesses.

Sixty U.S. Congressmen filed 
friend-of-the-court briefs with the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals de-
manding that it overturn our convic-
tions. The Justice Department found 
widespread misconduct on the part of 
prosecutors. President Jimmy Carter 
even spoke up after Amnesty Interna-
tional declared us political prisoners in 
1977.

In 1980, the Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals finally overturned our con-
victions; we were  all  released from 
prison,  released but not exonerated. I 
was free of the degradation of prison 
life, of physical bondage, but I hardly 

felt free because every day we spent in 
North Carolina, we carried the gorilla 
of injustice on our backs.

That heavy weight dogged us for 
years, following four of the 10 to all-
too-early graves and prompting me 
to try to start a new life in Ann Arbor, 
Mich., where now at 60 I live and 
work as an electrician.

But I wasn’t thinking about the 
‘great wrong’ done to us, as I stood 
at the inauguration which happened 
to fall on Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
and the 150th anniversary year of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. I was 
thinking, as I do now during Black 
History Month, of all the triumphant 
warriors who came before me.

I thought of the strength and courage 
of Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, 
Nat Turner, Toussaint L’ouverture, 
Malcolm X and Dr. King. And Barack 
Obama. Being in Washington on that 
day was an indescribable experience, 
heavy with the weight of the struggles 
all black, brown, yellow and red peo-
ple have had to wage since we all first 
set foot on American shores.

I give such heartfelt thanks that I 
could be free, vindicated and live to 
see a black man stand on the Capitol 
steps built by slave labor and take the 
oath of the land’s highest office in the 
same vein as a George Washington 
and Abraham Lincoln.

I am overjoyed to have received the 
pardon after 40 years of immense pain 
trying to live without it. However, my 
greatest wish is that these kinds of in-
justices continue to be exposed, so that 
what happened to the Wilmington Ten 
won’t continue to destroy the hopeful 
dreams of young black folks, any folks 
for that matter.

A pardon can’t give me back my 
life. It does, though, officially bestow 
upon me the title of ‘triumphant war-
rior.’ Earlier that day in D.C., I found 
myself staring up at the great granite 
likeness of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., memorialized on the Mall, as he 
should be. I couldn’t help but think 
that this tribute was to the same Dr. 
King who just a little more than 40 
years ago was the subject of jeers and 
vilification and hatred.

But staring up at the ‘stone dreamer’ 
on his January holiday, I wondered if 
there wasn’t a lesson in his turnabout 
for me, for the remaining six members 
of the Wilmington Ten. Will history be 
as kind to us? Could those who water-
boarded Lady Justice, and the many 
who chose to look the other way, to 
lock us away, ever understand that we 
were guilty of nothing more than act-
ing like Americans?

I certainly hope so, because if they 
do, they too will likely find their love 
and faith in this nation reaffirmed.

Summoning strength through struggle
By Wayne Moore
NNPA Guest Columnist

Editor’s Note: This op-ed was written by one of the members of the Wilmington Ten who was pardoned on Dec. 31, 2012, by outgoing North Carolina Gov. Beverly Perdue, as a result of the 
work done by the NNPA’s Wilmington Ten Pardons of Innocence Project.

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist



Hinds County Supervisor 
Kenneth Stokes made a special 
presentation to retiring Deputy 
Superintendent of Operations 
Wilbur Walters. He acknowl-
edged Walters for 39 years of 
service to Jackson Public Schools 
and presented him with the Hinds 
County Board of Supervisors’ 
Mississippi plaque, which he not-
ed is usually reserved for the Man 
or Woman of the Year. Stokes also 
presented a plaque for Walters’ 
wife and certificates for each of 
his children. In accepting the gifts, 
Walters acknowledged Stokes for 
his strong support of Walton El-
ementary School, where he was a 
principal for many years.

Murrah High School JROTC 
was one of eighteen high schools 
from across the state to participate 
in an Air National Guard orienta-
tion flight program February 5, 
2013.  Several Cadets were se-

lected to participate based on aca-
demic, leadership and citizenship 
skills. The trip provided insight for 
the cadets on the overall contribu-
tion that everyday citizens give 
through serving, protecting and 
standing ready to defend the nation 

and state.  The aircraft the students 
flew on has transported wounded 
soldiers from Iraq and Afghanistan 
to receive medical care through-
out the United States. The Murrah 
JROTC is under the direction of Lt. 
Colonel Veronica Baker.

Rachel Mariah Hairston, a 
Bailey APAC Middle School 
student, led the Pledge of Al-
legiance at the February 5, 
2013 JPS regular school board 
meeting. She is a member of 
the school’s Challenge Bowl 
team and is a Science Olympi-
ad. She enjoys reading, draw-
ing, and singing. Her parents 
are Philip and Paula Hairston. 

Philip Hairston is JPS Direc-
tor of Information Technology 
Services. Rachel will receive 
a certificate of appreciation at 
a future Board meeting.

Superintendent Dr. Cedrick 
Gray presented a Certificate 
of Appreciation to Pastor 
Thomas Jenkins for deliver-
ing the invocation.  Thomas 
Jenkins, Pastor and founder of 
New Dimensions Ministries 

and New Dimensions Devel-
opment Foundation, delivered 
the invocation for the eve-
ning’s meeting. Pastor Jenkins 
is a native of Rankin County, 
Mississippi and has a degree 
in accounting and a Doctorate 
of Divinity. He has traveled 
extensively leading crusades 
across the nation. He and his 
wife Rosemary have four chil-
dren.

Applications for the arts 
integration program at Casey 
Elementary are being accept-
ed for the 2013-14 school 
year. Applications must be 
submitted to the school no 
later than February 14, 2013. 

The school is located at 
2101 Lake Circle in north-
east Jackson. For directions 
or more information about 
the program, call 601-987-
3510.

Spann Elementary has been 
selected as a PBIS Model Site 
for the state of Mississippi by 
REACH MS, the official PBIS 
technical assistance specialists 
for the state of Mississippi. 

As a Model Site, Spann will 
receive a $2,500 grant to be 
used at its discretion and an ad-
ditional funding incentive for 
hosting other school or district 
site visits. Attaining Model Site 
status is a complex process in-

volving a satisfactory site in-
spection by REACH specialists 
and submission of a portfolio 
documenting effective PBIS 
implementation.

About PBIS
PBIS (Positive Behavioral 

Intervention and Supports) is a 
collaborative, data-based ap-
proach to developing effective 
interventions, emphasizing the 
use of educational and rein-
forcement strategies to achieve 
lasting behavior change. Es-

tablishing emotionally safe 
environments in which positive 
behavior is more likely to occur 
is a critical element of PBIS. 
Features of its implementation 
include a tiered support system, 
focus on academic success, 
clear expectations and rules, 
and positive behavior educa-
tion and reinforcement.

About REACH MS
Realizing Excellence for 

ALL Children in Mississippi 
(REACH MS) is Mississippi’s 

State Personnel Development 
Grant which focuses primarily 
on supporting school-wide and 
district-wide implementation of 
Positive Behavioral Interven-
tion and Support at the elemen-
tary, middle, and high school 
levels. Awarded to The Missis-
sippi Department of Education 
in 2005, the grant is operated 
by the University of Southern 
Mississippi’s Department of 
Curriculum, Instruction and 
Special Education.

JPS administrator honored 
by Hinds County Supervisor 
Kenneth Stokes

Murrah JROTC flying high 
with MS Air National Guard

Citizens honored by the 
JPS Board of Trustees

Casey Elementary Arts Access 
Program accepting applications

Spann Elementary School named 2012-2013 State Model School

Supervisor Kenneth Stokes and Deputy Superintendent Wilbur Walters.
Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray presented a Certificate of Appreciation 
to Pastor Thomas Jenkins for delivering the invocation at the February 5, 
2013, JPS School Board meeting.

Casey Elementary

Spann Elementary

XXXXX

Rachel Mariah Hairston, a Bailey 
APAC Middle School student, led the 
Pledge of Allegiance at the February 
5, 2013, JPS School Board meeting.

(Front to back, left to right) Quamia Collins, Kaya Webb, Austin Gettis, Agodtis McClendon, Juaun Knight, Tredarrius Coleman, 
Kristen Powell, Devon Weedon, Courtney Poullard, Jacquenique Holifield, Destiny Hughes, Lauren Erby, and Jamille Bryant.
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More than 1.5 million Mississippians
read their local paper each week.

Did you know newspapers are the 
primary medium for advertising in-
formation? In 2011, we out-ranked 
ads in the mail, television and even 
the internet. In fact, we’re a me-
dium that is invited into thousands 
of homes in Mississippi each and 
every week. With 1.5 million read-
ers in our state, newspapers are 
a great investment for consumers 
and the businesses who want to 
reach them.

There is power in print.
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The Board of Trustees of State 
Institutions of Higher Learning 
announced Thursday, Feb. 7, 
2013, the unanimous decision 
to name Dr. Rodney Bennett as 
president of the University of 
Southern Mississippi.

Bennett has a wealth of expe-
rience in higher education and is 
currently serving as Vice Presi-
dent for Student Affairs at the 
University of Georgia in Athens.

“I hope the Southern Miss 
family will join the Board of 
Trustees in welcoming Dr. Ben-
nett to our great university,” said 
Trustee Ed Blakeslee, president 
of the Board of Trustees.

“The university needs a leader 
who understands the most criti-
cal issues facing higher educa-
tion today and has the experi-
ence and skills necessary to 
address all facets of the univer-
sity’s mission, including educa-
tion, research and service.

“Dr. Bennett’s experience 
and his commitment to students 
demonstrate that he is the right 
person to lead the university at 
this time.”

As Vice President for Student 
Affairs at the University of Geor-
gia, Bennett has been actively 
involved in all facets of student 
life, from improving facilities to 
creating service learning oppor-

tunities and celebrating the spirit 
of diversity on campus.

He helped raise funds to en-
hance student life and improved 
communications with faculty, 
staff, students and parents on the 
Athens campus and three UGA 
extended campuses. 

Bennett serves as Chair of 
the UGA Athletic Association 
NCAA Recertification process, 
including institutional self-
study.

In addition, he was a member 
of the on-site committee for the 
Southern Association of Colleg-
es and Schools, reviewing com-
pliance areas related to student 
life and student affairs.

“I am humbled and honored 
that the Board of Trustees has 
selected me to lead this great 
university,” said Bennett. “The 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi has a rich history as an ex-
cellent research institution and a 
leader in the Gulf South region.

“I look forward to working 
with all members of the USM 
family to build on its history 
and provide opportunities for all 
students. I also look forward to 
working with leaders throughout 
South Mississippi to help both 
the university and the region to 
thrive.”

Bennett holds a Doctor of 
Education Degree in Educa-

tional Administration from 
Tennessee State University in 
Nashville, a Specialist in Edu-
cation Degree and a Master 
of Education Degree in Edu-
cational Administration from 
Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity in Murfreesboro, and 
a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Mass Communication from 
Middle Tennessee State. 

On the day of the announce-
ment, Bennett met with campus 
constituency groups on a visit to 
the Hattiesburg campus, follow-
ing a visit to the Gulf Park cam-
pus the day before. Students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and com-
munity members posed ques-

tions to Bennett in order to share 
their thoughts and concerns with 
him.

Attendees then were able to 
provide feedback to the Board 
of Trustees. This feedback was 
reviewed during the Board 
Meeting on campus before the 
announcement was made.

The Honda Campus All-
Star Challenge (HCASC) 
team of Tougaloo College 
received news recently of 
their selection for participa-
tion in the national HCASC 
competition to be held April 
6 - 10, 2013, in Los Angeles, 
Calif.

HCASC is the first-ever 
academic competition be-
tween students at America’s 

Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs).

Team Tougaloo consists of 
four players:

• Bradley Hammond-Hall, 
Senatobia, MS, senior, Eng-
lish major;

• CeNedra Hubbard, Jack-
son, MS, freshperson, Biol-
ogy major;

• Jessica McKenzie, Col-
linsville, MS, freshperson, 
Biology major;

• Waynesha Blaylock, Port 
Gibson, MS, freshperson, Bi-
ology major;

Betty Clements, assistant 
professor of Speech Commu-
nication, serves as coach for 
the team.

Earl Sanders, associate di-
rector of Student Activities, 
serves as the coordinator.

For further information on 
the college, visit www.touga-
loo.edu

First African Amercan named President 
of University of Southern Mississippi
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Tougaloo College

Bennett

Tougaloo to compete in All-Star Challenge
Team headed to Los Angeles 
for National Championship
The Mississippi Link Newswire



Mississippi State Hospital (MSH) 
and Hudspeth Regional Center re-
cently hosted an appreciation lun-
cheon for the state’s legislators at 
Galloway United Methodist Church 
in Jackson. Representative Gregory 
Holloway, District 76 of Claiborne, 
Copiah and Hinds Counties, was one 
of the attendees.

The legislative appreciation 
event is an annual program hosted 
by Friends of MSH and Friends of 
Hudspeth Center. The volunteer or-
ganizations are dedicated to raising 
funds and awareness for their re-
spective programs and those Missis-
sippians served through them.

Employees, volunteers, advocates 
and other members of the Friends 
groups hosted the event in order to 

thank lawmakers 
for their work in 
the legislature 
and for their con-
tinued support of 
the Mississippi 
Department of 
Mental Health.

MSH, a pro-
gram of the Mis-
sissippi Depart-
ment of Mental 
Health, was 
founded in 1855 
and facilitates 
improvement in the quality of life 
for Mississippians who are in need 
of mental health, chemical depen-
dency or nursing home services by 
rehabilitating to the least restrictive 
environment utilizing a range of 

psychiatric and medical services that 
reflect the accepted standard of care 
and are in compliance with statutory 
and regulatory guidelines.

The hospital is accredited by the 
Joint Commission.

Mississippi Governor Phil 
Bryant issued a statement 
regarding his position on the 
Affordable Care Act (also 
know as ObamaCare):

 “My office has not been 
officially informed by the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services of a deci-
sion. However, I have said 
repeatedly that the health in-
surance exchanges mandated 
by ObamaCare are not free-
market exchanges. Instead, 
they are a portal to a massive 
and unaffordable new federal 
entitlement program.

“They trigger new taxes on 

businesses and will ultimately 
drive more people onto Med-
icaid rolls. I firmly maintain 
my position that Mississippi 
will not willfully implement 
a mechanism that will com-
promise our state’s financial 
stability.

“Furthermore, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services’ refusal to approve 
Utah’s plan for an exchange 
proves that the federal gov-
ernment has no intention of 
allowing states to tailor ex-
changes to their own unique 
needs. Make no mistake, the 
federal government will con-
trol all exchanges established 

under the Affordable Care 
Act.”

According to the most recent 
data released from the Missis-
sippi State Department of Health 
(MSDH), Mississippi’s African 
Americans remain most likely to be 
diagnosed with HIV infection.

In 2011, Mississippi’s African 
American women were nearly 11 
times more likely than white wom-
en and nearly twice as likely as 
Hispanic women to be newly diag-
nosed with HIV. African American 
men were seven times more likely 
than white men and three times 
more likely than Hispanic men to 
be newly diagnosed.

According to Dr. Nicholas Mos-
ca, director of the MSDH Office of 
STD/HIV, this suggests that Afri-
can Americans are more likely to 
be in a situation where HIV status 
is unknown or undisclosed.

“Those who have sex outside 
of a long-term mutually monoga-

mous relationship shouldn’t ‘guess’ 
a partner’s status or rely on their 
honesty,” said Mosca. “Casual sex 
always requires the correct and 
consistent use of condoms and rou-
tine HIV testing after each sexual 
encounter to determine exposure to 
HIV infection.”

MSDH encourages people diag-
nosed with HIV infection to seek 
treatment to improve their well-be-
ing and quality of life, even if they 
have no symptoms. The agency of-
fers fast, free and confidential HIV 
testing at all of its county health 
departments, and some resources 
are available to assist infected indi-
viduals in getting the medications 
that they need.

In addition to its own programs, 
MSDH partners with community-
based organizations, some hospital 
emergency departments, mental 
health facilities, and alcohol and 
drug treatment centers to increase 

access to testing and link those who 
are HIV positive to care and treat-
ment.

For more information about 
HIV resources in your commu-
nity, contact the MSDH Office 
of STD/HIV at 601-576-7723, 
visit www.healthyms.com, or call 
the AIDS Hotline at 1-800-826-
2961.

HEALTH

Governor Bryant issues statement 
on health care exchange  

Mississippi’s African Americans 
hardest hit by HIV infection
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Mississippi State Hospital, Hudspeth 
Center honor Rep. Gregory Holloway
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“In towns and cities where there 
is a strong sense of community, 
there is no more important 
institution than the local paper. ”

— Warren Buffett

More than 1.5 million Mississippians
read their local paper each week.

The 120 newspapers comprising the member-
ship of the Mississippi Press Association work 
hard to provide local news and information 
to folks from Corinth to Bay St. Louis and ev-
erywhere in between. In fact, more than 1.5 
million Mississippians pick up a local news-
paper each week. We’ve been in towns and 
cities across our state longer than most any 
other business. And we’re here to stay. There 
is strength in numbers and there is power in 
print.

There is power in print.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Bryant

Pictured are (l to r) Hudspeth Regional Center Assistant 
Director Jackie Breland  and Representative Gregory 
Holloway.
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NOW!!

Mississippi Bonding Co.
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Falconer

Serving Mississippi
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(0n-Call 24/7)

Lock this information in your phone.
I’ll be there for you!

~ Call the Falcon-Man ~



Honor student Hadiya 
Pendleton urged her friends to 
stay away from gangs.

“It is your job as students 
to say no to gangs and yes to 
a great future,” she told her 
peers in a 2008 Web video.

The 15-year-old was re-
membered Saturday as a vic-
tim of gang gun violence at a 
funeral attended by first lady 
Michelle Obama.

Hadiya was killed January 
29, just a week after she per-
formed at President Barack 
Obama’s second inaugura-
tion. She was killed in the 
Hyde Park neighborhood near 
Obama’s Chicago home. Her 
murder was the 42nd in the 
city this year.

A handwritten note from 
President Barack Obama to 
Hadiya’s parents was pub-
lished on the funeral program: 
“Dear Cleopatra and Nathan-
iel, Michelle and I just wanted 
you to know how heartbroken 
we are to have heard about 
Hadiya’s passing.

“We know that no words 
from us can soothe the pain, 
but rest assured that we are 
praying for you, and that we 
will continue to work as hard 
as we can to end this senseless 
violence. God Bless, Barack 
Obama.”

She “marched by me and 
the president and the rest of 
you on Inauguration Day, 
leading with pride and prom-
ise her high school band,” 
Vice President Joe Biden told 
Democratic members of Con-
gress this week.

“This was no ordinary 
child,” he said. “She was a 
child who had used social 
media, urging her friends to 
speak out -- don’t join gangs. 
And now she’s gone.”

The Obama administration 
has focused on reducing gun 
violence since 20 children and 
six adults were shot and killed 
December 14, at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in New-
town, Connecticut. The presi-
dent has proposed gun legis-
lation and signed executive 

orders aimed at reducing gun 
violence. His plan includes a 
ban on assault weapon sales, 
restrictions on the capacity 
of gun magazines and back-
ground checks for every gun 
sale.

The first lady, Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan and 
White House senior adviser 
Valerie Jarrett -- all Chicago-
ans -- attended the funeral. Il-
linois Gov. Pat Quinn and the 
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr. also 
attended.

Hundreds of family, friends 
and classmates paid their re-
spects. Members of Hadiya’s 
Crystal Elegance Major-
ette squad walked down the 
church aisle in their black and 
yellow warm-up suits.

Nathaniel Pendleton, Had-
iya’s father, said on CNN’s 
“Early Start” that his daugh-
ter was excited to meet the 
president and be part of in-
auguration. He said her death 
should be part of the national 
dialogue on preventing gun 

violence.
“When we talked about this 

as a family, we recognized 
the implications of Hadiya’s 
death in this debate,” he said. 
“We believe that this debate, 
it should be a multifaceted 
approach. ... It shouldn’t be 
a Democratic approach; it 
shouldn’t be a Republican ap-
proach.

Gun laws should be, some-
how, created in a way that’s 
going to make it harder for 
the bad guys to get guns and 
make it easier for the law-
abiding citizens who want to 
have them,” he said.

More than 500 people were 
killed in Chicago last year.

“We have a responsibility 
to see a stop to this,” Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel said.

A CNN/ORC poll conduct-
ed in December found that 58 
percent of adults favor ban-
ning large ammunition maga-
zines and 56 percent favor a 
ban on semiautomatic weap-
ons.

NATIONAL

BIG BEAR LAKE, Calif. (AP) - 
Police scoured mountain peaks for 
days, using everything from blood-
hounds to helicopters equipped with 
high-tech search equipment in their 
manhunt for a revenge-seeking ex-
cop. They had no idea he was so 
close, possibly holed up in a vaca-
tion cabin across the street from their 
command post.

It was there that Christopher 
Dorner may have taken refuge last 
Thursday, Feb. 7, four days after 
beginning a deadly rampage that 
claimed four lives.

The search ended Tuesday, Feb. 
12, when a man believed to be 
Dorner bolted from hiding, stole two 
cars, barricaded himself in another 
vacant cabin miles away and mount-
ed a last stand in a furious shootout 
in which he killed one sheriff’s dep-
uty and wounded another before the 
building erupted in flames.

He never emerged from the ruins, 
and hours later a charred body was 
found in the basement of the burned 
cabin along with a wallet and per-
sonal items, including a California 
driver’s license with the name Chris-
topher Dorner, an official briefed on 
the investigation told the Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity be-

cause of the ongoing investigation.
The coroner’s office is studying 

the remains to positively determine 
the identity. It was not clear how the 
cabin caught fire.

Los Angeles Police Department 
Lt. Andrew Neiman said Wednes-
day, Feb. 13, the agency had returned 
to normal patrol operations but about 
a dozen of the more than 50 protec-
tive details guarding possible Dorner 
targets would remain in place until 
the remains are positively identified.

“This really is not a celebration,” 
he said. Neiman would not answer 
any questions regarding what oc-
curred in the mountains of San Ber-
nardino County the previous day, 
saying it was that jurisdiction’s in-
vestigation.

LAPD officers used the Internet 
to monitor radio chatter during the 
shootout. “It was horrifying to lis-
ten to that firefight and to hear those 
words. ‘Officer down’ is the most 
gut-wrenching experience that you 
can have as a police officer,” Nei-
man said.

Dorner, 33, had said in a lengthy 
rant that police believe he posted on 
Facebook that he expected to die in 
one final, violent confrontation with 
police, and if it was him in the cabin 
that’s what happened.

The apparent end came in the 
same mountain range where his trail 
went cold six days earlier, when his 
burning pickup truck - with guns 
and camping gear inside - was aban-
doned with a broken axle on a fire 
road in San Bernardino National 
Forest near the ski resort town of Big 
Bear Lake.

His footprints led away from the 
truck and vanished on frozen soil. 
Deputies searched door-to-door in 
the city of Big Bear Lake and then, in 
a blinding snowstorm, SWAT teams 
focused on hundreds of vacant cab-
ins in the forest outside of town.

With no sign of him and few leads, 
police offered a $1 million reward to 
bring him to justice and end a “reign 
of terror” that had more than 50 
families of targeted Los Angeles po-
lice officers under round-the-clock 
protection, after Dorner threatened 
to bring “warfare” to the LAPD, of-
ficers and their kin.

Just a few hours after police an-
nounced Tuesday that they had field-
ed more than 1,000 tips with no sign 
of Dorner, word came that a man 
matching his description had tied up 
two people in a Big Bear Lake cabin, 
stole their car and fled.

Lt. Patrick Foy with the Califor-
nia Fish and Wildlife Department, 

which aided the search, said two 
housekeepers surprised Dorner in 
the cabin when they came to clean it 
Tuesday morning. The women were 
tied up but one was able to free her-
self and call 911, Foy said.

Fish and Wildlife wardens spot-
ted the Nissan that had been reported 
stolen going in the opposite direction 
and gave chase, Foy said. The driver 
looked like Dorner.

They lost the car after it passed 
a school bus and turned onto a side 
road, but two other Fish and Wildlife 
patrols turned up that road a short 
time later and were searching for the 
car when a white pickup truck sped 
erratically toward the wardens.

“He took a close look at the driver 
and realized it was the suspect,” Foy 
said. Dorner, who allegedly stole the 
pickup truck at gunpoint after crash-
ing the first car, rolled down a win-
dow and opened fire on the wardens, 
striking a warden’s truck more than a 
dozen times.

One of the wardens shot at the 
suspect as he rounded a curve in the 
road. It’s unclear if he hit him, but the 
stolen pickup careened off the road 
and crashed in a snow bank. Dorner 
then ran to the cabin where he bar-
ricaded himself and got in a shootout 
with San Bernardino County sher-

iff’s deputies and other officers who 
arrived. Two deputies were shot, one 
fatally.

A SWAT team surrounded the 
cabin and used an armored vehicle 
to break out the cabin windows, 
said a law enforcement official who 
requested anonymity because the 
investigation was ongoing. The of-
ficers then lobbed tear gas canisters 
into the cabin and blasted a message 
over a loudspeaker: “Surrender or 
come out.”

The armored vehicle then tore 
down each of the cabin’s four walls. 
A single shot was heard inside before 
the cabin was engulfed in flames, the 
law enforcement official told the As-
sociated Press.

Until Tuesday, authorities weren’t 
sure Dorner was still in Big Bear 
Lake, where his pickup was found 
within walking distance from the 
cabin where he hid.

Even door-to-door searches failed 
to turn up any trace of him in the 
quiet, bucolic neighborhood where 
children were playing in the snow 
Tuesday night.

With many searchers leaving 
town amid speculation he was long 
gone, the command center across the 
street was taken down Monday.

Ron Erickson, whose house is 

only about quarter mile away, said 
officers interrogated him to make 
sure he wasn’t being held hostage. 
Erickson himself had been keeping a 
nervous watch on his neighborhood, 
but he never saw the hulking Dorner.

“I looked at all the cabins that 
backed the national forest and I just 
didn’t think to look at the one across 
from the command post,” he said. “It 
didn’t cross my mind. It just didn’t.”

Police said Dorner began his run 
on Feb. 6 after they connected the 
slayings of a former police captain’s 
daughter and her fiance with his an-
gry manifesto. He blamed LAPD 
Capt. Randal Quan for providing 
poor representation before the police 
disciplinary board that fired him.

Search for ex-cop at center of LAPD revenge plot ends

Michelle Obama attends 
funeral of teenage Chicago 
gun violence victim
Hadiya Pendleton performed at 
inauguration, urged friends to avoid gangs Saturday was a day of re-

membrance for Trayvon 
Martin, as about a thousand 
people - including actor Ja-
mie Foxx - united with the 
late teen’s family to march, 
pray, listen to music and 
hear inspirational messages, 
while pressing for justice in 
his killing.

The Trayvon Martin Foun-
dation sponsored the “I am 
Trayvon Day of Remem-
brance Community Peace 
Walk,” to honor the unarmed 
Miami Gardens teen fatally 
shot in Sanford on February 
26, of last year by neighbor-
hood watch volunteer George 
Zimmerman.

“We’re here to let the 
community, and particu-
larly teenagers, know that 
they have the right to walk 
in peace without being fol-
lowed, without being harmed 
and without being killed,” 
Trayvon’s mother, Sybrina 
Fulton said at the start of the 
event at Ives Estate Park in 
north Miami-Dade. She said 
the walk would be held an-
nually.

Fulton, Trayvon’s father 
Tracy, and brother Jahvaris 
held up a huge banner and 
marched through the park 
as the crowd trailed them, 
chanting, “I am Trayvon 
Martin.” Many wore T-shirts 
emblazoned with Trayvon’s 
picture, as the line snaked to-
ward a band shell.

February 5, would have 
been Trayvon’s 18th birth-
day, which has inspired a se-
ries of activities all last week 
in his honor, including a din-
ner Sunday night.

“This is not an event, this 
is a movement,” Reverend 
Jamal-Harrison Bryant from 
the Empowerment Temple 
AME Church in Baltimore 
told supporters at the band 
shell. “The goal,” he said, 
was “justice for all people.”

The shooting of black, 
17-year-old Trayvon by 
Zimmerman, an Hispanic, 
sparked widespread outrage, 
and led to protests and rallies 
nationwide, as well as ongo-
ing controversy over Flori-
da’s Stand Your Ground law.

Prosecutors say Zimmer-

man, who is charged with 
second-degree murder, pro-
filed the teen, who was wear-
ing a hoodie and carrying a 
bag of Skittles and a can of 
iced tea. Zimmerman said 
he fired in self defense. He 
is out on bond. His trial is 
scheduled to begin June 10.

“We did not come here to-
day to grieve. We came to be 
energized and recharged,” 
Bryant told the crowd. “We 
came to make a commit-
ment to Tracy [Martin] and 
Sybrina [Fulton] that we are 
not going to rest until we see 
justice for their son. Trayvon 
Martin has become all of our 
sons and our brother.”

Foxx, an Academy Award 
winning actor, wore a red t-
shirt with Trayvon’s picture 
at the center, and said he 
came in support because he 
is a father.

“Every once in a while, 
something comes around 
that touches you like noth-
ing else,” Foxx said, of Tray-
von’s slaying.

“I wasn’t going to miss 
this day, and I’m not going to 
miss a day in the future when 
we can step out and remem-
ber Trayvon,” he said.

Trayvon’s parents ex-
pressed gratitude for Foxx’s 
appearance, as well as for the 
crowd’s support.

“We’re not going to stop 
fighting. We are going to fight 
for our kid. We are going to 
fight for your kids,” Fulton 
said. “It’s not just about us; 
it’s about all our kids.”

Miami-Dade Commission-
er Barbara Jordan also took 
the stage, saying Trayvon’s 
parents “give a new defini-
tion to Stand your Ground: to 
stand for your children and 
to be committed to your chil-
dren and to be committed to 
your community.”

Gospel singers, mime 
dancers and others per-
formed, as the day unfolded 
with celebration, tinged with 
sadness and reproach.

“It’s a great event to keep 
the awareness, to keep the 
fight alive for Trayvon Mar-
tin and his family,” said Mar-
tin Maultsby, 40, who lives 
in Miami Gardens and is the 
director of the Florida Youth 
Football League. “Any time 
you can come out to support 
your cause, it lets the fam-
ily know they are not in this 
fight by themselves.”

Walk held in honor of Trayvon 
Martin attracts hundreds 
including actor Jamie Foxx
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By Gregory Wallace
cnn.com

By Ina Paiva Cordle
miamiherald.com

Michelle Obama observes the funeral service of Hadiya Pendleton.

Hadiya Pendleton

Dorner

Actor Jamie Foxx hugs Sybrina Fulton during the ‘March for Peace’ at 
Ives Estate Park in honor of her late son, Trayvon Martin, on February 
9, 2013 in Miami, Florida.  PHOTO BY JOE RAEDLE, GETTY IMAGE 

Associated Press



It’s Valen-
tine’s Day so I 
thought I’d do 
something a lit-
tle different this 
year.

Instead of tell-
ing you about “My Special” 
celebration, here is a poem 
that defines the most signifi-
cant love ever known by man.

Yes, you know that I am re-
ferring to God’s love.  There 
is no other like it.  His love is 
a gift that truly keeps on giv-
ing and one that will never 
fade away.

God’s Valentine Gift
God’s Valentine gift of love 

to us
Was not a bunch of flowers;
It wasn’t candy, or a book
To while away the hours.
His gift was to become a 

man,
So He could freely give
His sacrificial love for us,
So you and I could live.
He gave us sweet salvation, 

and
Instruction, good and true--
To love our friends and en-

emies
And love our Savior, too.
So as we give our Valen-

tines,
Let’s thank our Lord and 

King;
The reason we have love to 

give
Is that He gave everything.

By Joanna Fuchs
www.poemsource.com

Remember the verse that 
I often find myself sharing 
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beauti-
ful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, Your God reigns!”

Because of God sharing His 
love with each and every one 
of us, the Lord’s promise of 
Eternal Life is attainable and 
we pray that you, our readers, 
share that news wherever you 
go.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to 
share your news and the news 
of your place of worship and 
visit.

You may contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@missis-
sippilink.com. Fax 601-896-
0091 or mail your information 
to The Mississippi Link, 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Black Mothers honored for service and love

What Matters

It’s Black History Month and 
as always, this month brings a 
greater awareness to a race of 
people who have done wonder-
ful things in so many different 
arenas of life.

African Americans have 
helped to create and change a 
country because of dedication 
to family, ambitiousness to do 
better, and ingenuity.  The Af-
rican American race has been 
filled with heroes and “sheroes” 
who have excelled in areas that 
for years, were considered off 
–limits.  

Such is the case with the 
women of Madison County, 
Mississippi.  Each February, 
the Madison County Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. seeks women 
who have given of themselves 
unselfishly, to help raise their 
family and provide a safe and 
loving environment for all they 
come into contact with.

For the past four years, the 
ladies of the Madison Chapter 
have paid tribute to trailblazing 
women who proudly proclaim 
their trust in and love for the 
Lord throughout their trials and 
triumphants.  These women are 
honored for their love of fam-
ily and God and out of several 
participants, known as Mi-
nerva, one is crowned “Delta’s 

Mother of the Year”, during the 
chapter’s annual “A Morning 
with Minerva” Celebration.

Trilby Darty Thompson, the 
first woman in Madison County 
to receive this honor, was the 
2009 winner.  Mrs. Trilby, the 
mother of two, passed away on 
Friday, January 4, 2013, at the 
age of 94, but served as a trail-
blazer until the very end.  Mrs. 
Thompson, who was a long 
time member of Ridley Hill 
Missionary Baptist Church in 
Madison, believed in the edu-
cation of black people and did 
all that she could to encourage 
and support academic success. 
Her training began in the cot-
ton fields of Mississippi but 
her determination moved her 
to the segregated classrooms of 
this same state.  After years of 
teaching, she received her Mas-
ter’s in Education from Jackson 
State University in 1973.  In 
1990, she earned her Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Theology 
from the Mississippi Baptist 
Seminary.  Her legacy contin-
ues to inspire others.

Emma Smith Barnes, the 
2010 winner, is a member of 
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church in Canton. She is the 
mother of seven children.  A 
widow, Mrs. Barnes never re-
ceived a formal education but 
was never too proud to work 
to take care of family.  She be-

came the neighborhood mother 
and looked after everyone 
else’s child as if they were her 
own.

Martha Thompson Reed, the 
2011 winner, is a member of 
Mt. Helm Baptist Church in 
Jackson.  She is the mother of 
three adult children and is mar-
ried to Dr. Walter Reed.  A re-
tired educator, Mrs. Reed began 
her career as a cosmetologist at 
a young age, using these funds 
to help pay for her college edu-
cation.  As she moved through-
out life, she constantly gave of 
herself to help others including 
providing shelter for countless 
victims of Hurricane Katrina.

Arista Ware, the 2012 win-
ner, is a member of the Cross-
road Church of God in Canton.  
The widow is the mother of 17 
children.  She was a full-time 
homemaker and caregiver, who 
held her family together, re-
gardless of the obstacles that 
came their way, including her 
own illnesses.  

On Saturday, April 27, 2013, 
at Pilgrim Rest Missionary 
Baptist Church in Madison, 
Miss., the chapter will honor 
more mothers from Madison 
County and pay tribute to their 
service and loyalty to their 
families and community.  The 
winner will receive the Mi-
nerva Diamond Award, a token 
of appreciation named after the 

Greek goddess, Minerva; the 
symbol of wisdom and jus-
tice – an attribute that chapter 
members of the sorority feel 
are representative of all moth-
ers.  Minerva is also known as 
the “doer of a thousand works”, 
also a definable attribute of one 
of God’s greatest creations – a 
mother.

Candidates for this outstand-
ing award will be accepted 
through March 1.  Applications 
can be retrieved from the lo-
cal chapter’s website at www.
madisoncountydeltas.org or by 
calling 601.441.2120.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. is a private, non-profit or-
ganization comprised of over 
200,000 predominately Afri-
can-American, college-educat-
ed women. The organization’s 
purpose is to provide services 
and programs to promote hu-
man welfare.

Holy Temple M.B. Church 
celebrates a Super Sunday

For the past several years, 
members of the Holy Temple 
M.B. Church family have been 
making extra strides toward pay-
ing off their church mortgage. 
Members of the church located at 
5077 Cabaniss Circle., Jackson, 
made sacrificial offerings and 
shared corporate prayers. 

As congregants were progres-
sively giving, God stepped in 
and sped up the process using 
members: Attorneys Toney and 
Shunda Baldwin. God blessed 
the couple to sow a generous 
Kingdom-building seed to help 
pay the mortgage off earlier than 
expected. “To God be the Glory!” 
shouted Pastor Audrey Hall as she 
leaped from the pulpit in praises 
to God, joining church members 
who were running and shouting 
throughout the sanctuary on the 
last Sunday in December.

The church held the official 
mortgage-burning celebration 
Sunday, February 3, at 2 p.m. “It 
was definitely a Super Bowl Sun-
day for us,” said Gail M. Brown, 

who has been a member since 
2003. “To God Be the Glory” was 
the theme for the celebration. The 
theme scripture was “This is the 
Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in 
our eyes.” – Psalm 118:23. Pas-
tor Hall expressed her joy by ex-
claiming, “Awesome God”.

Holy Temple’s Overseer, Dr. 
Ava S. Harvey, pastor of Pilgrim 
Rest, Brandon; served as the 
speaker and conducted the mort-
gage-burning ceremony along 
with Pastor Hall, Edison Brown 
Jr., chairman of the Deacons 
Ministry; and Willie Woodard, 
chairman of the Trustee Board. 

O v e r s e e r 
H a r v e y ’ s 
m e s s a g e 
came from 
the Haggai 
2:9 – “The 
glory of 
this latter 
house shall 
be greater 
than of the 
former, saith the LORD of hosts: 
and in this place will I give peace, 
saith the LORD of hosts.” Attor-
ney Shunda Baldwin served as 
the program guide for the cel-
ebration.

The church is making plans 
to begin Phase II of the build-
ing efforts for God’s House – the 
expansion of the fellowship hall. 
Phase III will be a family life cen-
ter.

R E i g n i n g 
A n n o u n C E M E n T S

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 
Kearney Park Road, Flora, will host its Black History Pro-
gram on Friday, February 15, at 7:30 p.m.  The church will 
also celebrate its annual revival Monday through Friday, 
February 18 – 22, from 7:30 p.m. each night.  Revivalist 
Bishop Cecil Hale of Santa Rosa, CA, will be the speaker. 
For more visit www.holycityempowermentministries.com 
or call (601) 879-3999.

True Light Missionary Baptist Church, 224 Bell St., Jack-
son, youth ministry will participate in several activities through-
out the month of February.  On Saturday, February 16, the 
youth will take a field trip; touring the home of Medgar Evers 
at 10:30 a.m.  On Sunday, February 17, the Black History 
Program/JPS Day of Prayer will be held during the church’s 
11 a.m. worship service. The speaker for this occasion will be 
Dr. Cedrick Gray, superintendent of Jackson Public Schools.  
For more information call 601-607-7011, 601-355-7364 or e-
mail the church at infotlmbc@yahoo.com.

Amazing Institutional COGIC, 2603 W. Capitol St., Jack-
son, will host its Annual Black History Month Celebration/
Appreciation Program on Sunday, February 17, at 6 p.m.  
The theme is “Remembering the Past, Focusing on the 
Future and Celebrating our Own”.  The scripture for this 
event – “I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people:  I 
will sing unto thee among the nations”.  For more informa-
tion call 601-906-7413, 601-502-4949 or 601-969-4047.

Cade Chapel Baptist Church, Jackson, will host “An Eve-
ning of Elegance and Grace” during its 25th Annual Red 
and White Gala on Friday, February 22, at 7 p.m., at the 
Jackson Convention Center Complex.  Pam Confer and 
Stan Branson will provide entertainment for the evening. 
Single tickets are $35 per person and reserved tables are 
available.  For more information call 601-214-2761.

Evangelist Temple House of Refuge for all Nations 
COGIC, 704 University Blvd., Jackson, will observe its 
Black History service, “Celebrating Our Legacy with our 
gifts and talents”. The special guest for this event is Elder 
Joshua Tatum on Sunday, February 24, at 6 p.m.  For 
more information call 601.355.1021.

The Green Pastures Baptist Church Brotherhood in-
vites everyone to celebrate their 3rd Annual Black His-
tory Service, Sunday, February 24, 2013, at 3 p.m. at the 
Church, 2239 Flag Chapel Rd., Jackson. Come enjoy 
male choirs and be enlightened about our culture. For 
more information, call 601-992-7495.

Have you ever 
considered what 
really matters 
in life?  Gener-
ally, the areas of 
life that matter 
are akin to your 

values.   Value is defined as 
importance or worth. What is 
of value to you, as a believer?   
As a believer, I am sure you are 
aware, that all things on earth 
shall pass away.  Things of this 
world will diminish and de-
cay, so with the known fact of 
earthly decay looming over our 
heads, what really matters? 

I assert to you the resurrec-
tion of Christ matters.  It is His 
resurrection that brings a prac-
tical value to life – a value that 
addresses the whole person.  
When Christ died, He exem-
plified not only how to die, but 

also how to live.  Life, in gen-
eral, not only must matter, but 
it must also guide your prepara-
tion for eternal life.   

 In recent days, I had to pun-
ish my 11 year-old son. Pun-
ishment is one of the tough-
est elements of parenting and 
it matters.  The day after my 
son’s punishment, I walked 
into my office and noticed a 
pile of photographs.  I spent a 
few moments going through 
the pictures and found a photo 
of my 11 year-old, at age four.  
The same son, that was on the 
receiving end of the punish-
ment.  As I gazed at the pic-
ture, his eyes spoke innocence, 
his smile shined hope, and his 
small stature symbolized the 
empty pages of life on which I 
am charged with the responsi-
bility of writing many experi-
ences. 

So what matters, the punish-

ment or the picture of a four 
year-old? For me, it was the 
latter.  Paul says to the church 
at Corinth, “my brethren be ye, 
steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the 
Lord, for as much as ye know 
that your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord.”  (1 Corinthians 
15:58)  For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only 
begotten son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting 
life.  (John 3:16)  As the scrip-
ture spoke, it hit me, working 
to obtain love – that is what 
matters.  So, as I reflect on the 
punishment and the picture the 
realization sets in.  Both matter.  
The punishment will allow the 
picture to evolve and become a 
man of God with limitless op-
portunities.  Our children mat-
ter, they are a labor of love, and 
they must be valued.  

About the Pastor
Rev. Marcus Cheeks is the 

pastor of True Light M. B. 
Church, 224 East Bell St., Jack-
son.  He is a native of Jackson.  
Rev. Cheeks, his wife, DeVon-
da, and their three children, 
currently reside in Canton.  He 
has an extensive background 
as a counselor and educational 
guide to high-risk youth.  He 
received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Humanities with an 
emphasis in Philosophy and 
Religion from Tougaloo Col-
lege and a Master of Science 
from Jackson State University 
in Guidance and Counseling.  
Rev. Cheeks has served as an 
officer in the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard and is currently 
employed with the State of 
Mississippi as a State Title I 
Director. He can be reached at 
601-607-7011, 601-353-7364 
or e-mail at infotlmbc@yahoo.com.
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By Rev. Marcus Cheeks 
Special to The Mississippi Link

Special to The 
Mississippi Link

The celebratory cake

Rev. Audrey Hall (right) recognizes the church’s old-
est member, Minnie Powell (center). Also pictured: 
Deacon Edison Brown

Trilby D. Thompson

Deacon Edison Brown Jr. (left) and Trustee 
Willie Woodard (right) burn the mortgage

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor



Are you the 
type of person 
who tends to 
wait until the last 
minute to take 
care of important 
business?  Do 

you wait until the last minute to 
study for an exam?  Do you wait 
until April 14, to start on your 
tax return?  Do you postpone 
going to the doctor until you are 
in great pain, when it could have 
been avoided by a more timely 
visit?  

Well, our Scripture text (Mat-
thew 25:1-13) states that there 
were five young ladies who 
failed to think ahead and make 
adequate preparation.  They 
waited until the last minute to 
take care of all important busi-
ness.  And they are an illustra-
tion of those who fail to make 
adequate and timely preparation 
for eternity. 

If you are one of them, I hope 
you will turn to the Lord today 
and make sure you are ready 
now for the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Matthew 25-1:13 – “Then 
shall the Kingdom of Heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins which 
took their lamps and went forth 
to meet the bridegroom.  And 
five of them were wise and five 
were foolish.  They that were 
foolish took their lamps and 
took no oil with them.  But the 
wise took oil in their vessels 
with their lamps.  

“While the bridegroom tar-

ried, they all slumbered and 
slept.  And at midnight there 
was a cry made: Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out 
to meet Him.  Then all those 
virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps.  And the foolish said unto 
the wise, ‘Give us your oil, for 
our lamps are gone out.’  But 
the wise answered, saying, ‘Not 
so, lest there be not enough for 
us and you; but go ye rather to 
them that sell and buy for your-
selves.’

 “And while they went to buy, 
the bridegroom came; and they 
that were ready went in with 
Him to the marriage; and the 
door was shut.  Afterward came 
also the other virgins, saying, 
‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’  But 
He answered and said, ‘Ver-
ily I say unto you, I know you 
not.’  Watch, therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of Man 
cometh.”

The focus of everyone’s atten-
tion in this parable is ultimately 
on the bridegroom.  The groom 
in this parable represents Jesus 
Christ.  In Jesus’ day, they had 
a betrothal ceremony.  At that 
time, the groom would promise 
that he would come someday 
for his bride.  Even so Christ 
has promised to come again and 
receive His bride unto Himself, 
just as He said in John 14:3 
(please read). 

I believe that Christ will keep 
His promise.  However, the tim-
ing of His coming is uncertain.  
Now the main point of the par-
able is that we should be ready 

and watching for His return at 
any time.  I have become more 
convinced that to watch means 
to be ready at any time for the 
return of our Lord, for the tim-
ing of His coming is indeed un-
known. 

Even when many of the signs 
that precede Christ’s coming 
have been fulfilled, there will 
be a lapse of time before He re-
turns.  People will be waiting for 
Him, and when they see nothing 
happening, they will say, “Noth-
ing’s going to happen.  We may 
as well get back into our normal 
routines again.”  Then Christ 
will come at a time when many 
will not expect. 

His coming will be announced 
with a loud cry.  Jesus said in 
verse 6 of our text, “And at mid-
night a cry was heard:  Behold, 
the Bridegroom is coming; go 
out to meet Him!”  They didn’t 
have television, email, ipods or 
cell phones.  When an announce-
ment was made, someone with a 
loud voice just went out into the 
streets and spoke the announce-
ment out loud.  

Even so, we read in First 
Thessalonians 4:16 that “the 
Lord Himself will descend from 
Heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an Archangel.”  The 
Lord’s coming will be an-
nounced with a shout.  Are you 
eagerly anticipating that shout, 
signaling the return of our Lord?  
What if it were today?  Would 
you be ready?

All who know Him will be 
caught up to meet Him.  We 
read in the last part of verse 1 

that when the bridegroom came 
they “went out to meet the bride-
groom.”  Here the bridesmaids, 
along with some others, were to 
be ready at any time to go out 
and greet the bridegroom and 
accompany Him on a joyful pro-
cession to the marriage feast.  

Even so, when Jesus comes 
again, we will be caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air.  We will 
welcome Him back with open 
arms.  In First Thessalonians 
4:17, “Then we who are alive 
and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air.”  But 
if you do not truly know the 
Lord, you will be left behind.  
You will miss the most wonder-
ful meeting of all time.  

We read in the middle of verse 
10, “The bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went in 
with Him to the wedding.”  In 
this parable, we see that some 
of the invited guests were fool-
ish.  They missed that wonderful 
meeting and the wonderful mar-
riage feast.  They were excluded 
because they failed to make ad-
equate and timely preparation.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church of 
God in Farmhaven (Canton), 
Miss., and is married to Velma 
L. Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Presently, Rev. Green is a mem-
ber of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
vice-chairman at the Southeast-
ern Association of The Church 
of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of February 14

1. Take Me To The King  Tamela Mann
2. Hold On   James Fortune & FIYA Featuring Monica & Fred Hammond
3. It’s Not Over   Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson
4. Life & Favor (You Don’t Know) John P. Kee And New Life
5. Awesome   Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago
6. Testimony   Anthony Brown & group therAPy
7. Your Best Days Yet  Bishop Paul S. Morton
8. Turning Around For Me  VaShawn Mitchell
9. God’s Up To Something Good Hart Ramsey & The NCC Family Choir
10. Shifting The Atmosphere Jason Nelson

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Are you prepared for the Second 
Coming of Christ? - Part II

You may be 
reading this col-
umn on or af-
ter Valentine’s 
Day: the lover’s 
holiday. For 
some, this day 

to celebrate and show love is one 
filled with mixed emotions. A 
few male friends even gleefully 
shared how they were boycotting 
Valentine’s Day because they got 
nothing out of it. For some wom-
en, Valentine’s Day is a day of 
nervous anticipation wondering 
if roses will be sent to their job. 
For others, it might include pray-
ing to God not to spend another 
Valentine’s Day by yourself or 
with your friends who also don’t 
have a date. 

It seems like for so many, the 
fear of not having the romantic 
day that we believe we are en-
titled to or the fear of being taken 
advantage of prevents us from 
enjoying the love that day offers. 

This stranglehold of fear re-
minds me of Constellation, a 
2007 movie that showed the far-
reaching effects of both fear and 
love. Constellation starred Billy 
Dee Williams, Gabrielle Union, 
Hill Harper, Zoë Saldana and 
others, as a Southern family that 
deals with the effects of misun-
derstood and mishandled love. 
Gabrielle Union’s character Car-
mel Boxer provides a spiritual 
backbone to the fractured family 
brought together for her funeral 
after her death. 

Carmel spent her life dealing 
with the devastation of never 
being able to completely enjoy 
a 1940’s romantic relationship 
because her boyfriend was white. 
Sadly, neither marries others but 
spend their lives overshadowed 
by the regret of what could have 

been between them. 
Eventually, Carmel’s Paris, 

France-based artist brother, 
Helms Boxer, played by 1970’s 
heartthrob Billy Dee Williams, re-
turns to their Huntsville, Alabama 
hometown to settle Carmel’s 
business affairs after her death. 
However, Helms also struggles 
with the fear of allowing anyone 
to get close to him or getting close 
to anyone. This not only has af-
fected his romantic relationships 
but also has affected his relation-
ships with his grown daughters. 

The movie excellently showed 
the inner turmoil that comes 
when we walk away from uncon-
ditional love because of the fear 
of being rejected conditionally. 
It paints a wonderful cinematic 
picture of the truth in 1 John 
4:18: “There is no fear in love; 
but perfect love casts out fear, 
because fear involves torment. 
But he who fears has not been 
made perfect in love.” One of 
the most memorable lines of the 
movie was when Carmel stated 
that it’s not love that leaves you 
scarred; it’s walking away from 
it that hurts you. 

More than one of the major 
characters in the movie seems to 
silently struggle with embracing 
love for fear that it will scar them. 
As a result, they never seem to 
be able to enjoy love because of 
their long-held suspicions. The 
few characters that were able to 
overcome this fear were blessed 
to enjoy the freedom that comes 
from embracing love. 

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

No fear in love 

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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CLASSIFIED

EmploymEnt

Delivery Drivers: CDl-A. top Earners: $65k/yr.
Safety/Perform Bonus. Full Family Benefits. 401k.

Food Srvce/Bevrg Exp A+. 877-704-3012

ADVERtISEmEnt FoR BIDS

Early notice and public Review of proposed Activity 
in a 100-Year Flood Plain and Wetland

To:  All interested Agencies (Federal, State, and Local) as well as groups 
and individuals.

The City of Jackson hereby gives notice that an evaluation has been con-
ducted as required by Executive Order 11988 and 11990, in accordance 
with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for Making 
Determinations on Floodplain Management, to determine the potential af-
fect that its activity located in the 100-year floodplain will have on the 
human environment.  

This project is funded with Community Development Block Grant (CBDG) 
funds under grant number B-11-MC-0003.  Scope of Work:  Replace dam-
aged and destroyed playground unit and rubber surfacing. The project is 
located at parcel 211-175, between Belvedere Drive and Gundal Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

Written comments must be received at the following address on or before 
March 12, 2013:  City of Jackson, Attn:  Valerie Skinner, Senior Planner, 
Real Estate Division, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS  39205 and (601) 960-
2266. 

2/14/13

ADVERtISEmEnt FoR BIDS

Early notice and public Review of proposed Activity 
in a 100-Year Flood Plain and Wetland

To:  All interested Agencies (Federal, State, and Local) as well as groups and individuals.

The City of Jackson hereby gives notice that an evaluation has been conducted as re-
quired by Executive Order 11988 and 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 
CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Manage-
ment, to determine the potential affect that its activity located in the 100 year floodplain 
will have on the human environment.  

This project is funded with Community Development Block Grant (CBDG) funds under 
grant number B-12-MC-0003.  Scope of Work:  Replace the existing Brookwood Drive 
Bridge.  The bridge is located on Brookwood Drive, south of McDowell Road over Hardy 
Creek in South Jackson, Mississippi. 

Written comments must be received at the following address on or before March 12, 
2013:  City of Jackson, Attn: Valerie Skinner, Senior Planner, Real Estate Division, P.O. 
Box 17, Jackson, MS  39205 and (601) 960-2266. 

2/14/13
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HElP WAntEd

Bureau director II (director of Accounting) (PIn 0130)
Department: Business Services

Annual Salary: $53,600.93

JOB DUTIES INCLUDE:     
     
Mississippi Public Broadcasting is seeking an experienced accountant to 
manage the accounting department.  Successful candidate will display 
a keen understanding of accounting principles, preferably governmental 
accounting experience. Ideal candidate must possess strong knowledge 
of Mississippi governmental accounting and purchasing process; expe-
rience in SAAS and Merlin; be familiar with SPAHRS, ABRS, and Z1 
submissions;  GAAP package experience; be proficient in Microsoft Ex-
cel application; and have strong written, verbal and interpersonal skills. 
Position offers opportunities for growth and future advancement.   

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:

A Master’s Degree from an accredited four-year college or university in 
Accounting or related field, (AND) four (4) years in the special experi-
ence defined below, three (3) years of which must have included line 
or functional administrative or advanced technical supervision; (OR) A 
Bachelor’s Degree from an accredited four-year college or university in 
Accounting or related field (AND)  five (5) years in the special experi-
ence defined below, four (4) years of which must have included line or 
functional administrative or advanced technical supervision.   Special 
Experience:  Employment must have been in an administrative, profes-
sional capacity in Accounting.  In those bureaus where registered spe-
cialists provide the primary source of functional and technical knowledge 
for planning and accomplishing the mission of the bureau, the incum-
bent must also be registered and experienced in that profession.  Work 
experience must have included supervising and coordinating a variety 
of functions. Required Document: Applicant must attach a valid copy 
of his/her certification or registration, when applicable. This position is 
classified as Non-State Service, Exempt.  See Web Site for complete 
description (www.mpbonline.org). SUBMIT: State of Mississippi applica-
tion (obtained via State Personnel Board website at www.mspb.ms.gov 
) to Personnel, Mississippi Public Broadcasting, 3825 Ridgewood Road, 
Jackson, MS 39211, received by February 27, 2013. Resumes not ac-
cepted in lieu of applications. EOE 
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CONDO AUCTION - Overlooking
Destin, FL harbor. Luxurious 2,420 +/-
square foot furnished unit in East Pass
Towers with guaranteed owner financing.
March 1, 1:00 pm. See website for
details, terms, virtual tour.
gtauctions.com, 205-326-0833.
Granger, Thagard & Associates. Business
AB2100, Broker BK3009116, Auctioneer
AU2846.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com
MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES NEEDED!
Train for a career in Healthcare
Management! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Advance College gets you job ready! HS
diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed. 1-
888-512-7117.

HIRING OVER 100 PEOPLE!! DISH TV
Provider Satellites Unlimited HIRING for
Service Tech Careers in YOUR area! NO
EXPERIENCE-PAID TRAINING! Earn over
$40,000 a year & Great Benefits! We
Provide: Van, Fuel, Tools, Equipment,
Uniforms, Job Security. APPLY:
www.SUICareers.com

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
AVERITT OFFERS CDL-A DRIVERS a
Strong, Stable, Profitable Career.
Experienced Drivers and Recent Grads -
Excellent Benefits, Weekly Hometime. Paid
Training. 888-362-8608.
AVERITTCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.

DRIVER - $0.01 INCREASE PER MILE
after 6 and 12 months. $.03/mile quar-
terly bonus. Daily or weekly pay. CDL-A,
3 months current experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A: TEAM WITH TOTAL!
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solo Drivers
Also Needed. 1 year experience required.
800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or 7307.
www.TotalMS.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
Drivers - HIRING EXPERIENCED /
INEXPERIENCED TANKER DRIVERS!
Earn up to $.51 per mile! New fleet Volvo
tractors. 1 year OTR experience required.
Tanker training available. Call today:
8 7 7 - 8 8 2 - 6 5 3 7 .
www.OakleyTransport.com
DRIVERS - REGIONAL FLATBED,
Home Every Weekend, 40-45 CPM, Full
Benefits. Must Have Class “A” CDL.
Flatbed Training Available. 800-992-
7863. www.mcelroytrucklines.com
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
PROFLOWERS - ENJOY 60% OFF
Tender Hugs and Kisses with chocolates
for your Valentine! Site price: $49.99, you
pay just $19.99. Plus take 20% off other
gifts over $29. Go to
www.Proflowers.com/fabulous or call 1-
888-727-9844.
SHARI’S BERRIES - DELIGHT all of
your Valentine’s with our freshly dipped
strawberries, decadent truffles and hand-
crafted sweets! Save 20% off qualifying
gifts over $29. Visit
www.berries.com/enticing or call 1-888-
718-8514.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.
IF YOU USED THE MIRENA IUD
between 2001-present and suffered per-
foration or embedment in the uterus
requiring surgical removal, or had a child
born with birth defects you may be enti-
tled to compensation. Call Johnson Law
and speak with female staff members. 1-
800-535-5727.
LAND OWNERS - 2013 Estate Taxes
changes could have financial conse-
quences for Mississippi property owners
and farmers. Protect your Estate from
Taxes and Probate. For FREE information
packet call 1-877-266-0500, 24/7.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n gA u c t i o n s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of February 10, 2013

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

1-888-604-3233
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

Feb10_MCAN
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HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113

1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
Packages 

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional 
period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 
months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream 
content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at participating Blockbuster stores 
(excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. 
Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. 
Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium 
movie offer value is $135. After each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. 
Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or 
unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not 
available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on 
equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile 
device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. Offers 
available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential 
Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. 
HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a 
registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are 
property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.
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Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional 
period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 
months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream 
content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at participating Blockbuster stores 
(excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. 
Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. 
Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium 
movie offer value is $135. After each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. 
Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or 
unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not 
available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on 
equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile 
device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. Offers 
available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential 
Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. 
HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a 
registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are 
property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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Amos and Andy  
   TV Show DVD Set 
Watch the 1950’s classic TV show “Amos 
and Andy” on DVD! You will get all 71 
Episodes! The Amos and Andy TV Show 
DVD Set cost only $79.00! To Order By 
Phone,Call: 1-800-323-9741.  
To Order By Mail, Send $79.00 To:  
Amos and Andy DVD Set, PO Box 8344,  
Dept 77, Gurnee, IL 60031  
Please include your telephone number. 
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall

2013 Tours
Cajun Tour: February 25-28

•••
Southwest Tour: Apr. 23-May 2

Carlsbad-Grand Canyon
•••

Northwest Tour: May 25-June 10
Yellowstone-Redwoods

•••
Capital Tour: June 25-July 1

Washington, DC 
•••

Nova Scotia Tour: July 13-27
Anne of Green Gables

•••
Alaska Tour: Aug. 15-Sept. 7
Juneau-Anchorage-Valdez

•••
DC-NYC Tour: Sept. 24-Oct. 4

New England Foliage
•••

Niagara Falls Tour: Oct.21-28
Toronto-Detroit-Foliage

•••
Branson Tour: Nov. 12-15

•••
Williamsburg Tour: Dec. 17-21

Jamestown-Yorktown

STARKVILLE TOURS
Call 662-324-0474
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Bolden’s buzzer beater eliminates Lanier from playoffs
Some fans thought the game 

wouldn’t be close.  Those who 
know better knew Coach Billups 
and his Lanier Bulldogs weren’t 
going down without a fight.  The 
game was played in front of a 
packed Provine High School gym.

Lanier vs Callaway.  Brent vs 
Billups.  “Coach Billups is the 
reason that I come to work every 
morning,” said Wayne Brent. “It 
used to be him and (former Provine 
coach Luther) Riley. I wake up 
every morning at 5 knowing that 
I have to outwork him. I spent a 
week and half preparing for them 
and the ball just bounced our way 
tonight.”

Lanier came out with a defensive 
gameplan to double Malik New-
man all night.  No matter where he 

turned, two bulldogs were either 
there or on their way.

Callaway took a slight lead into 
halftime and came out in the third 
quarter and pushed the lead to 
double digits.  With their backs up 
against the wall in a hostile envi-
ronment and the scenario being win 
or go home, the bulldogs rallied 
in the fourth quarter.  Iury Dixon, 
T’Rishunn White, and Dache Scott 
paced Lanier all night.  Scott was 
deadly from three point range most 
of the game, nailing wide open 
threes as well as contested ones.  
Defense became the measuring 
stick for the fourth quarter.  Both 
teams played hard.  Both teams 
knew what was on the line.  Both 
coaches were constantly making 
offensive and defensive substitu-
tions to counteract each other.  It 
was like watching a live game of 

chess on a basketball court.
Two minutes left in the game, 

Lanier’s ball nursing, a two point 
lead.  The bulldogs work the clock 
making the chargers’ defense 
scramble.  Lanier makes a bad 
pass; turnover.  Callaway’s fans 
are up cheering.  Next possession. 
Malik Newman brings the ball 
down the court, splits the double 
and goes in for the shot.  He misses 
the shot, and depending on who 
you were rooting for, it was either 
a block or a charge.  The referee 
called it a charge.  Newman calmly 
steps to the line and knocks down 
the free throws.  Lanier has the ball 
with under a minute to go.  They’re 
working the ball around, working 
the clock, and working the nerves 
of their fans.  Turnover.  Callaway 
gets the ball back and Malik New-
man dribbles into the frontcourt 

and takes a time out.  Final posses-
sion. Callaway inbounds the ball 
to Newman, he dribbles around 
the three point line; he’s triple 
teamed!  Malik passes the ball to 
Jarvis “JRock” Williams.  Williams 
drives towards the basket.  Under 
10 seconds, the crowd is on its feet.  
As Wiliams drives toward the bas-
ketball, a bulldog defender steps 
up to meet him.  Williams then 
slips the ball to TreShawn Bolden; 
Bolden takes the pass and lays 
the ball up on the glass.  The horn 
sounds as the ball falls through the 

net. Callaway wins 55 to 53. Wow, 
what a game.

After the game Bolden said, “I 
was just hoping that I didn’t miss 
the layup.”  Coach Brent said, 
“Malik did a good job of trusting 
his teammates; he trusted JRock 
enough to pass him the ball.”  Wil-
liams stated that his goal was to 
pass it all along, but he had to make 
the defense commit so he could 
pass it.  The win sets up Callaway 
vs Provine, Round 4 Friday at For-
est Hill. Get there early, it will sell 
out more than likely.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

XXXX

XXXX
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Dache Scott played well Malik Newman going up for two

T’Rishunn White attacking

Coach Wayne Brent encourages 
his team

TreShawn Bolden putting in the winning layup
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Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport



Book Review:
“Sweet 16 to Life”
BykimBeRLy Reid 
  c.2013, dafina teen
   $9.95 / $10.95 Canada  •  256 pages

Sometimes, you have a good 
nose for trouble. One deep 
breath and you can practically 
smell mayhem. It’s almost like 
a perfume you can’t resist, a 
whiff of rebellion, and when 
that happens - when danger 
floats in the air - well, what can 
you do? 

You have to give in. You 
must follow it. But what if 
that smell is something else? 
What if it’s smoke or the scent 
of blood?  In the new book 
“Sweet 16 to Life” by Kim-
berly Reid, somebody needs 
to pay attention and keep her 
nose clean.

With just days to go, amateur 
detective Chanti Evans hoped 
her sixteenth birthday would 
be memorable.  She dreamed 
of holding the arm of a ‘Spe-
cial Someone’ while wearing 
the gorgeous dress that hung 
on the back of her bedroom 
door.

Unfortunately, that wasn’t 
anywhere near reality. Marcus, 
her ‘briefly-boyfriend,’ had re-
cently broken up with Chanti 
because his parents thought 
she was dangerous. Right. Like 
a few narrowly-missed homi-
cides were a big deal.

Chanti never looked for 
crimes to solve; they found her 
instead. Case in point, the night 
her friend MJ’s house caught 
fire. Thankfully, nobody was 
home and the blaze was easily 
extinguished. But Chanti was 
suspicious: MJ was more wor-
ried about the contents of the 
basement than the rest of the 
house. 

Add in the creepy hoodie-
wearing dude who stood smil-
ing as he watched the house 
burn. Something wasn’t right. 
Neither was the fact that MJ 
seemed to be awfully close to 
Hoodie Dude. 

She said it was nothing; that 
she was just creeping on her 
boyfriend. But Chanti thought 
it was more than that. And if 
there was trouble, it could jeop-
ardize MJ’s parole. But watch-
ing her friend’s back wasn’t the 
only drama in Chanti’s life. 

It seemed, for instance, that 
Marcus was always nearby, 
and he was too tempting. Plus, 
there was the stress of keeping 
her mother’s job under wraps. 
It wouldn’t do for everybody 
in the ‘hood to know that Lana 
was an undercover cop.

No, that would mean more 
danger, as if Chanti wasn’t 
up to her nose in it already: it 
turned out that Hoodie Dude 
was a second-man gangster 
from L.A. And until he disap-
peared, leaving behind a pool 
of blood, he had his mind set 
on controlling Denver. 

Was this the one case Chanti 
couldn’t solve? Don’t bet on it. 
In fact, don’t bet on anything 
but enjoyment from this sharp, 
sassy mystery series.

Author Kimberly Reid’s 
main character, Chanti, is like 
Nancy Drew in the ‘hood: 
same savvy sleuthing, but with 
the bite of modern realism 
and a good amount of humor. 
There’s keen danger depicted 
here, but no profanity. 

Teen PIs will find a fun, not-
so-easily-solved mystery but 
no hard-core violence. That 
makes this a perfect whodunit 
for readers ages 12-to-17.

This book is part of a series, 
so you’ll probably be happier 
if you get up-to-speed by grab-
bing one of the earlier install-
ments first. Once you do, then 
“Sweet 16 to Life” is a great 
book to have your nose in.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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Producer The-Dream 
took it back to 1992 with 
his look at the Grammy’s 
Sunday, Feb. 10, prompt-
ing a memorable critique 
from Jay-Z during the tele-
cast.

The two took the stage 
with Frank Ocean to accept 
their best rap/song col-
laboration award for “No 
Church in the Wild,” from 
Kanye West and Jay-Z’s 
“Watch the Throne.”

Jay, who was accept-
ing his seventeenth career 
Grammy, gave the stage 
to Ocean and The-Dream, 
who was sporting a “Boyz 
N the Hood” baseball cap 
over a knitted hat featuring 
the black-and-white “Pa-
rental Guidance / Explicit 
Content” warning.

When it was Jay-Z’s turn 
at the podium, he looked 
at The-Dream and said, 
“I would like to thank the 
swap meet for his hat.”

ENTERTAINMENT
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What was up with The-Dream’s hat at the Grammys?

Grammy winner Miguel explains 
how ‘Adorn’ came about

Kelly Rowland on decision to 
break Grammy’s dress code 

Miguel has totally taken 
the spotlight with “Adorn;” 
or it could be the other way 
around?

Regardless, the man’s song, 
which is still loved by fans all 
over the world, must have had 
some ear crack or something 
because it’s still being played 
nonstop.

He says the secret is the lan-
guage.

“It is one of those power-
ful words that is barely used,” 
the singer told Radio.com 
“But this idea of bestowing 
your love upon someone, kind 
of laying it on them, I don’t 
know, I just like that.”

The bi-racial (Mexican fa-
ther and an African American 
mother) singer/songwriter/
producer said the song was 
first inspired during a flight 
back to California when he 
was thinking about the word 
‘adorn.’

By the time he touched 
down, he had already thought 
of the melody, but the lyrics 
were still swirling around in 
his mind.

“I went right to the key-
board when I got home and 
laid down the chords that I 
had been hearing in my head 
for the 6-hour flight,” he said. 
“For some reason this particu-

lar night, this moment, play-
ing the chords, these lines 
started coming.”

The song turned out to be 
an incredibly sweet ode to his 
ride or die girlfriend of seven 
years. He said it was a com-
pilation of all the songs he’s 
created over the years.

Miguel won a Best R&B 
Song Grammy for the tune.

Kelly Rowland’s dress be-
came a topic of conversation 
on social media and the red 
carpet at the Sunday, Feb. 10 
Grammy Awards ceremony.

“I thought about the dress 
code, and I thought about 
it again,” she told reporters 
backstage, referring to the 
Grammy’s much-discussed 
memo prohibiting dresses that 
showed off too much skin.

“I respect it. See, I wore 
clothes,” she said, pointing to 
her stunning black gown with 
mesh panels from Georges 
Chakra.

As for a possible Destiny’s 
Child reunion tour with Be-
yonce and Michelle Williams 
following their Super Bowl 
performance, Rowland said 
don’t count on it.

“I can’t say anything 

about a possible tour. I 
know Beyonce i s 
touring,” Row-
land said after 
presenting 
an award 
with Nas.

“ I 
h a v e 

my new single ‘Kisses Down 
Low,’ and Michelle is doing 
‘Fela!’” she said. “If some-
thing like that comes up in 
conversation - it hasn’t - then 
we’ll see what happens.”

Miguel Singer Kelly Rowland (L) and rapper Nas speak onstage at the 55th Annual 
GRAMMY Awards at Staples Center Feb. 10, 2013, in Los Angeles

(L-R) Musicians Frank Ocean, Jay-Z and The-Dream accept Best Rap/Song 
Collaboration award for “No Church in the Wild” onstage at the 55th Annual 
GRAMMY Awards at Staples Center Feb. 10, 2013 in Los Angeles
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February 13 - 19, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS  RUMP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$339

FRESH  FROZEN

BABY  BACK
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

FRYER  DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

PER  POUND

$119
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$379

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

CUBED
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK, PER  LB.

$399

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT  
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$139

FRESH

PORK
STEAKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$189

REG.  OR  THICK  LYKES

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

2/$5

BAR-S  REG.  OR  THICK

SLICED
BOLOGNA

12  OZ.  PKG.

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CANNED 
VEGETABLES

14 - 15  OZ.

2/89¢

PEPSI PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$12
FROZEN

BANQUET
DINNERS

4.66 - 10  OZ.

$100

ASSORTED  YOPLAIT

YOGURT 
4 - 6  OZ.

2/$1
BLUE  BONNET  SPREAD

MARGARINE
15  OZ. ..................................... 

$149

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  JUMBO

BISCUITS
16  OZ. ......................................

 4/$5
SELECT  NESTLE  COOKIE

DOUGH
15 - 16.5  OZ. ............................... 

2/$5
MINUTE  MAID

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ.  JUG  ................................ 

$299

SELECT  VARIETIES  FRESH  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
2  LB. ....................................... 

$199

ORE  IDA  FROZEN

POTATOES
4 - 5  LB. .................................... 

$499

MRS.  SMITH

FROZEN  
COBBLERS
32  OZ. ......................................

2/$5
ASSORTED  BANQUET

DINNERS
4.66 - 10  OZ. ..............................  

$100

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON  GROWN  RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
PER  LB.

$100

CALIFORNIA  NAVEL

ORANGES
EACH

3/$1
FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$199

FRESH  CRISP  STRING

BEANS
POUND

$100

CRISP  GREEN

CABBAGE
POUNDS

3/$1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


