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The Allstate Foundation pre-
sented a $43,000 grant to Stu-
dents Against Violence Every-
where (SAVE) to assist SAVE 
chapters in Mississippi in their 
efforts to increase youth safety 
and promote teen safe driving. 
This grant from The Allstate 
Foundation will support the 
SAVE program in schools and 
community agencies.  

Teen safe driving awareness 
campaigns will be conducted 
during key times of the year 
including holidays, Teen Safe 
Driving Month (May), prom 
and graduation. 

Participating schools are:
Biloxi High School, Bi-

loxi - In October, Red Ribbon 
Week was observed along with 
America’s Safe School Week. 
One day was devoted to pro-
moting no texting while driv-
ing. Anti-bullying will be the 
focus in the spring during Na-
tional Youth Violence Preven-
tion Week. Events focusing on 
safe driving and responsible 
behavior are being coordinat-
ed with the prom. The SAVE 
advisor at Biloxi High School 
is Officer Daisy Watson.

Provine High School, Jack-
son - The SAVE Chapter at 
Provine High School had their 
X the TXT safe driving pledge 
event in August 2012. Events 
during America’s Safe School 
Week in October included a 
red ribbon event. This chapter 
is advised by Levi Williams.

Forest Hill High School, 
Jackson - Forest Hill High 
School will have their teen 
safe driving event in Spring 
2013. An Allstate agent and 
local law enforcement will be 
invited to participate. Jonathan 
Anderson is the SAVE chapter 
advisor.

Callaway High School, 
Jackson - Callaway High 
School will continue its efforts 
in promoting school and driv-
ing safety this year. Pep ral-
lies, homecoming and Fight-
Free Weeks took place in the 

fall and X the TXT event with 
speakers and obstacle driving 
stimulators are being planned 
for the spring. The SAVE 
chapter advisor is Becky Cor-
nelius.

Columbia High School, 
Columbia - Columbia High 
School is a new grant partici-
pant this year and has many 
events planned. Speakers 
from Highway Patrol will be 
highlighted at assemblies and 
health classes will partici-

pate in ‘Dangerous Decisions’ 
which addresses the impor-
tance of making wise choices. 

During National Youth Traf-
fic Safety month in May, the 
chapter plans to have a texting 
awareness event as well a PSA 
campaign. The advisor for this 
SAVE chapter is Shelia Bur-
bridge.

Port Gibson High School, 
Port Gibson - Port Gibson 
High School is planning many 
activities during National 

Youth Violence Prevention 
Week in March. Themes dur-
ing the week include promot-
ing respect and tolerance, 
managing anger, conflict reso-
lution, safety and unite in ac-
tion. Also being planned is the 
creation of a video, posters, 
and brochures to promote safe 
teen driving in May. This new 
SAVE chapter is advised by 

Nettie Williams was born  Oct. 
31, 1899, in Farmhaven, Miss., the 
youngest child of Rev. Allen and 
Mary Williams. During her early 
childhood, she was required to at-
tend school because her parents re-
alized the importance of acquiring a 
good education to equip her to read 
the Bible and other literature that 
would provide essential knowledge, 
principles and values for her Chris-
tian life.

She married Sulm Whittington 
and their union was blessed with 
11 children. In 1946, tragedy struck 
and her husband died unexpectedly. 
She was left to raise nine of their 11 
children on her own. Two older chil-
dren were married and living on their 
own. 

By faith, she worked relentlessly 
and was able to maintain the farm 
that she and her husband acquired. 
She later married Eugene Hart, 
though he too died unexpectedly af-
ter six months of marriage.

Nettie was a gifted cook and loved 
making her famous chicken soup 
and egg pie. She was industrious 
and giving. Her superb handiwork 
was evident in her handmade quilts 
and dolls. She also made pillows and 
flowers and sewed clothes for the 
community and family.

Being a truce centenarian, she 
made appearances in Jet Magazine, 

appearances on the Oprah Winfred 
Show, had a photo appearance on the 
Today Show with Willard Scott and 
met President Bill Clinton. 

At the age of 107, she was still 
attending church every Sunday and 
caring for her own basic needs. She 
still maintained a flower garden. 

Nettie was the eighteenth oldest 
person in the world and validated 
and listed on the International List of 
Super Centenarians. She contributed 
her longevity to her faith, obedience 
to God’s Word and adherence to her 
parents’ teachings.

MONROE, GA - Accord-
ing to the Associated Press, 
116-year-old Besse Cooper, 
believed to be the oldest per-
son in the world died Tuesday 
afternoon, Dec. 4. Cooper 
was a retired Georgia school 
teacher with a passion for 
politics.

Cooper was born in Sullivan 
County, Tenn., Aug. 26, 1896. 
She began school at age 5. 
She loved going to class and 
eventually went to East Ten-
nessee Normal School (now 
East Tennessee State Univer-
sity) in Johnson City to study 
education.

She died quietly in her bed 
at a Monroe nursing home. 
Cooper recently battled stom-
ach flu, but she had reportedly 

recovered by Monday. Fam-
ily members report that she 
had her hair set and watched a 
Christmas movie but then ex-
perienced breathing problems. 
She passed at about 2 p.m. af-
ter receiving oxygen.

“It looked like she was 
ready to go,” said Sidney Coo-
per, Besse Cooper’s 77-year-
old son.

Allstate partnered with SAVE to reduce violence among youth

SAVE campaigns to end bullying
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$43,000 grant from Allstate
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Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr. 
stood on the steps of city hall 
in downtown Jackson and wel-
comed all to witness the tradition-
al lighting of the Christmas tree, 
Friday, Nov. 30, at 6 p.m. The oc-

casion afforded the mayor the op-
portunity to greet his constituents 
in the sense of family and com-
munity unity.

One of his treasured moments, 
the mayor said, was to introduce  
the grand marshal Juadine Cleve-
land of the Jackson Holiday Pa-

rade to step off Saturday, Dec. 1 
at noon.

He said, “Remember the young 
people as well as the elderly. Get 
involved with organizations that 
help the needy. 

“As this season comes upon us 
be thankful for all the blessings 

we have. We are blessed with citi-
zens who love our city. We have a 
great city and have to work harder 
to make it better, to bring in a re-
naissance.”

Also out to celebrate were Miss 
Tougaloo and Miss Jackson State.  

[See Parade photo page 3] 

The season to bring families 
together, communities unite

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Interim Managing Editor

Happy Holidays from the Mississippi Link

AyESHA K. MuStAfAA
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3Mississippi men plead 
guilty to federal hate 
crime charges

Arrest warrants issued for 
two men in connection 
with Fondren robbery

Teenager barricaded 
himself in apartment, 
SWAT team called

NTSB reports water in 
fuel of plane crashed 
into West Jackson 

2nd man in ‘Party City’ 
slaying surrendered to police

Two Mississippi men, William Kirk Montgomery, 23, and 
Jonathan Kyle Gaskamp, 20, both white, pleaded guilty Tues-
day, Dec. 4, to conspiracy and federal hate crime charges for 
their roles in assaults on African-Americans that culminated in 
the death of James Craig Anderson, 49, who was run over by a 
truck June 26, 2011.

According to a news release from the U.S. Department of 
Justice, the pleas were given in the U.S. District Court in Jack-
son. In a statement, U.S. Attorney Gregory K. Davis, said, “The 
defendants took responsibility for committing federal hate crimes 
by assaulting vulnerable Americans solely because of their race.”

Montgomery was linked directly to the attack on Anderson, 
while Gaskamp was linked to another racially motivated assault. 
Three other white Mississippi men, Deryl Paul Dedmon, 20, 
John Aaron Rice, 19, and Dylan Wade Butler, 21, have previ-
ously entered guilty pleas in connection with the case.

Jackson police issued arrest warrants for two men wanted 
in connection with a Fondren robbery where surveillance video 
shows a scuffle between a Swell-o-Phonic employee and a robber. 
Authorities said the Swell-o-Phonic on North State Street was held 
up Friday, Nov. 30, around 6 p.m. 

Investigators said two men walked to the cash register as if they 
wanted to buy something. One of the assailants sprayed bleach 
in a worker’s face while the other started hitting him. The worker 
fought back, but one of the men grabbed the night deposit and 
fled, police said. Surveillance video recorded at a nearby business 
showed the scuffle.

Police said the robbers escaped with about $300 and the worker 
suffered bruises and cuts. Tuesday, Dec. 4, Jarvis Johnson and 
Cytize Brown, both 20, were facing strong armed robbery charges 
in the case. Anyone with information about their whereabouts 
is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 601-355-TIPS. Police have 
increased patrols in the Fondren area since Saturday’s robbery.

About two hours after barricading himself inside a Jackson apartment, 
a 17-year-old male was taken out on a stretcher by Jackson police at 
around 9:15 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 4. The incident began before 7 a.m. at 
Northwood Village Apartments at Watkins Drive and Forest Avenue. 

According to police, the teenager, whose name was not released, 
barged into his sister’s apartment and refused to leave. She got out and 
called for help. The Jackson Police Department’s SWAT team was called 
in and surrounded the apartment building. “We had to get our resources 
out here before it got any worse,” said Deputy Chief Lindsay Horton.

Jackson Police Assistant Chief Lee Vance said the teenager started at 
least two fires and broke out some windows inside the apartment. Even 
after negotiations with police, he refused to leave. SWAT team members 
tossed tear gas bombs into the apartment and forced their way inside. 

The teen was not armed but according to Horton, “He had become a 
danger to himself and perhaps others.” He was taken to the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center for a mental evaluation. 

The National Transportation Safety Board authorities are trying to 
determine if there was water in the fuel of a plane that crashed into a 
West Jackson home Tuesday, Nov. 13, killing three pilots onboard – John 
Edward Tilton Jr., W. C. Young and David Williams. The resident of the 
house, Loretta Jamison, jumped out a window to escape the towering fire 
that engulfed her home and suffered second-degree burns on her hands 
and some cuts.

The NTSB is trying to find where the water came from, stating in the 
report that dirty water similar to that left behind after dousing a fire was 
found in part of the engine and clear water was found elsewhere in the 
fuel system. “Attempts to determine the source of that water, whether from 
fire suppression or the fuel supply system itself, are ongoing,” the report 
stated.

Although a final report is not due for months, the NTSB report stated 
that water in the plane’s fuel could make the engine sputter, as reported 
by witnesses, contributing to the crash. Preliminary findings show little else 
wrong with the single-engine Piper PA-32 plane owned by Roger Latham.

Tuesday, Dec. 4, a second man wanted in connection with the 
shooting death of a ‘Party City’ manager during a robbery surren-
dered to police. Police were looking for the man suspected of killing 
the employee at Party City during an armed robbery. Joshua Leon 
Archie, 21, surrendered to Jackson police on Beasley Road. Undra 
Ward, 22, was arrested Sunday, Dec. 2, by Ridgeland police.

Both are charged with capital murder in the Oct. 26 shooting death 
of Bobby Adams, 68, during a robbery at the store on East County 
Line Road, said Ridgeland police. Investigators believe Archie, a 
former Party City employee, is the gunman who came through the 
back door of the store and shot Adams. 

Surveillance video shows the gunman throwing a book bag to 
Ward, who worked at the store, and telling him to fill it up with cash. 
About $2,000 was taken. However, police also believe this was a 
charade and Ward was in on the robbery. Ridgeland Police Chief 
Jimmy Houston said the surveillance video made investigators ques-
tion Ward from the beginning.

Fingerprints on the getaway vehicle and other clues about the rob-
bery and slaying led to the arrests, police said.

Ward BrownArchie Johnson

Compiled by Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Interim Managing Editor 
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Saturday, December 1 • Jackson, Miss.

Jackson’s Christmas Parade 2012
Grand Marshal Juadine Cleveland

photos by Kevin Robinson
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The 3rd annual “Doing 
Business with the City Net-
working Reception” will be 
held Thursday, Dec. 13, 2012 
at the Jackson Convention 
Complex, 105 E. Pascagoula 
St., 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Each year hundreds of con-
tractors and business owners 
gather to network and re-
ceive first-hand information 
and consultation on work-

ing with the City in various 
capacities. City staff from 
the Department of Planning 
and Development’s Offices 
of Economic Development, 
Code Services, Zoning, and 
City Planning will be avail-
able to speak with attendees 
about: 

•Serving as a primary con-
tractor with the City 

•Receiving Minority Busi-
ness Enterprise (MBE) certi-

fication,  
•The Equal Business Op-

portunity Plan application 
process

• Ccontract award proce-
dures, and

•Invoicing and payments. 
This event is free. Pre-reg-

istration is not required. Re-
freshments will be available. 

For more information, 
contact Michael Davis at 
601-960-1851.

Are you interested in 
starting your own business 
but don’t know where to 
begin? Hinds Community 
College, at its Utica Cam-
pus in the New Technol-
ogy Building is presenting 
a workshop on starting a 
business “First Steps Tues-

day, Dec. 18, 2012, 6 p.m. 
- 7:30 p.m.

Topics include: regula-
tions such as licenses and 
permits; legal forms of 
business ownership; basic 
marketing concepts to help 
analyze the revenue poten-
tial; lending terminology; 
outline for a business plan 

and other resources to assist 
in starting a business.

Workshop speaker will 
be Jim Harper, director of 
Hinds Community College/
MSBDC.

For more information, 
contact Jessica Smith 601-
885-7118 or email jessica.
smith@hindscc.edu 

BUSINESS
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I love this 
time of the 
year. Oh yes, 
the holidays 
too. But I am 
referring to 
the release of 

the newest Nielsen Cross-
Platform Report. The lat-
est edition is called A New 
Connected Community, an-
alyzing the constant shifting 
in how and where consum-
ers watch our content.

I love the idea that through 
the marvels and growth of 
technology, “the commu-
nity” of consumers is all of 
us, one people - multiple 
generations, all ethnicities 
and races, breaking down 
socio-economic boundaries. 
We are connected to each 
other and to our content. 
And do we consumers love 
our visual and informational 
content? Big time. 24/7.

So let’s break it down.
Keeping it old-school.

According to the report, 
Americans spent more than 
34 hours a week in front of a 
TV set in the second quarter 
of 2012. Being sophisticat-
ed consumers, we know that 
being in front of a TV can 
mean watching traditional 
TV, timeshifted TV, DVDs 
or game playing. 

As we all know, TV isn’t 
what it used to be when 
many of us were growing 
up. Instead of three or four 
channels and rabbit-ears, 
there are hundreds of chan-
nels from which to choose 
and several sources of con-
tent distribution which re-
quire no antennae: broad-
cast, cable, satellite, telco or 
internet connection.  

For African-Americans, 
those numbers skew higher. 
We know from the African-
American Consumers: Still 
Vital, Still Growing 2012 
Report, that on average we 
spend nearly six and a half 
hours a day of television 
viewing in all of its forms.

In studying the entire U.S. 
population, the Cross-Plat-
form report gives an even 
closer and later analysis 
of weekly TV watching in 
hours and minutes among 
African-Americans over 
age 2:

•Traditional TV 44:25 
(hours:minutes)

•Watching timeshifted TV  
1:56

•Using a DVD/Blu-ray 
device 1:26

•Using a game console  
1:41

•Using the Internet on a 
computer 4:16

•Watching video on the 
Internet :52

•Mobile subscribers 
watching video :15 on a mo-
bile phone.

Then there are those near-
ubiquitous extensions of 
us - our smartphones and 
tablets. Smartphones now 
claim more than 50 precent 
of the market. Penetration 
of these devices is, how-
ever, highest among ethnic 
groups. Sixty-two percent 
of African-Americans, 60 
percent of Hispanics and 
70 percent of Asian-Ameri-
cans in the U.S. own smart-
phones.

The conclusion is that 
smartphones provide an op-
portunity for American con-
sumers who might not have 
regular access to a computer 
to get on the Internet. As for 
tablets, they seem to be ev-
erywhere with new models 
offered by any number of 
providers at a dizzying rate.

Just two years ago, tab-
lets were a novelty. In that 
short period, this device has 
found its way into nearly 20 
percent of American homes. 
Tablet ownership among 
African-Americans, how-
ever, remains low at about 
11 percent.

The really cool thing 
about tablet ownership is 
that data shows that young 
folks don’t corner the mar-
ket on trying the newest or 
the latest in this instance. 

Tablet owners tend to be 
older and more affluent.  

All of us are becoming 
more adept at doing it all, 
engaging our smartphones 
or tablets while watching 
TV. The latest Cross-Plat-
form report called it “simul-
taneous usage,” and some of 
it looks like this:

•Eighty-five percent of 
tablet and smartphone own-
ers use their devices at least 
once a month while watch-
ing TV.   

•Those age 25-34 and 55-
64 are most likely to use 
their tablets several times a 
day while watching TV.

•Smartphone multitask-
ers are a bit younger. Nearly 
half of 18-24 year olds use 
their smartphones while 
watching TV at least once a 
day.

•Forty-one percent of tab-
let owners use their device 
at least once a day while 
watching TV. Thirty-nine 
percent of smartphone own-
ers do this daily.

•The heaviest tablet web 
surfers and email checkers 
during commercial breaks 
and programs are the 55-64 
year olds.

•Nearly one-third of all 
tablet users age 25-64 check 
sports scores on their tablets 
while watching TV.

•Emailing is the heaviest 
simultaneous smartphone 
activity across the board, 
with 50 percent of users 
checking their email during 
TV shows and commercials.

Do you know what this 
means for all of us as con-
sumers? It means advertis-
ers, marketers and media 
companies have new ways 
and ever-growing opportu-
nities to woo us and reach 
out to us with their mes-
sages.

Cheryl Pearson-McNeil 
is senior vice president of 
Public Affairs and Govern-
ment Relations for Nielsen. 
For more information and 
studies go to www.nielsen-
wire.com

Carlton Stephen, regional 
vice president for the Mis-
sissippi region of Liberty 
Bank and Trust, stood out-
side the Jackson branch 
located at 2325 Livingston 
Rd., Thursday, Nov. 29, to 
welcome the community 
and public officials as he 
demonstrated one of the 
bank’s corporate-social 
partnership goals. 

This was the day Liberty 
Bank and the Hinds County 
Sheriff Department jointly 
held the swearing in cer-
emony for Deputy Liberty, 
the newest K-9 member of 
the Sheriff’s crime fighting 
team.

Socrates Garrett, CEO of 
Garrett Enterprises Consol-
idated Inc., a board mem-
ber of Liberty Bank, gave 

welcoming remarks, noting 
that he too has trained alpha 
K-9s and understands the 
hard work and great impor-
tance that goes into prepar-
ing these dogs to serve the 
public. 

In cooperation with the 
Hinds County Sheriff de-
partment, Liberty Bank pre-
sented to the public Deputy 
Liberty, the 2-year-old Ger-
man Sheppard. Deputy Lib-
erty has been on the job for 
four weeks and has been 
engaged in four bust on the 
job.

Chief Deputy Chris Pi-
cou thanked Liberty Bank 
for readily taking on this 
co-partnership. Handler 
Darrell Thornton then dem-
onstrated the accuracy of 
Deputy Liberty in searching 
out illegal drugs.

Liberty Bank is the third 

largest chain of black banks 
in the country, with Alden 
McDonald as president 
and CEO of Liberty Bank 
& Trust. Liberty Bank on 
Livingston Rd is a $3.1 mil-
lion branch built with 51 
percent minority participa-
tion. The bank specializes 
in commercial real estate 
and  construction loans. It is 
the only African American 
owned bank in the state of 
Mississippi, and the third 
largest in the United States, 
celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary this past November.

Liberty Bank’s motto: 
“There’s real freedom here 
- the freedom you have 
as an individual to attain 
your goals, as a business to 
achieve your idea of suc-
cess or even as a communi-
ty that is gathering strength 
to reach its full potential.”

Nielsen Cross-Platform Report:
We’re more connected everyday

Liberty Bank - ‘There’s freedom 
here’ - marks 40 years of 
service in the black community 
with a corporate-social policy

City hosting 3rd annual 
networking reception

Starting a business – 
“First Steps” workshop 
available to all

By Cheryl Pearson-McNeil
NNPA Columnist

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Interim Managing Editor

Sheriff Tyrone Lewis, Socrates Garrett, Chief Deputy Chris Picou, Handler Darrell Thornton, K-9 
Deputy Liberty and Liberty Bank Regional V. P. Carlton Stephen. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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Thompson calls for audit of MDHS Holiday happenings 

in the “True South” 
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Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson wants 
an audit of how Mississippi spends 
child care funds for low income work-
ing families. 

However, the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services (MDHS) 
officials, who administer the program, 
have told The Clarion-Ledger that they 
have not been contacted about Thomp-
son’s request to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services.

“We’ve not been contacted by our 
federal partners regarding this request 
and feel it would be inappropriate and 
premature at this time to comment,” 
MDHS spokeswoman Julia Bryan 
said.

Thompson, D-Miss., said in the let-
ter that his office has received numer-
ous complaints from licensed child-
care providers who participate in the 
federal child-care certificate program. 

He said that “unreasonable” demands 
are being made of providers.

“Child-care providers allege that 
these demands are causing many facili-
ties to face closure,” Thompson wrote. 

MDHS wants parents who receive 
federally subsidized child care vouch-
ers to use finger scanners to sign 
youngsters in and out of child care. The 
Mississippi agency also said this will 
better track when children are present 
and absent, allowing the state to save 
money. 

Child care operators, who are al-
ready facing cutbacks in the federal 
funding that pays for the vouchers, are 
alarmed that the scanners would take 
even more money away from them. 
Other than a pilot program, the scan-
ning won’t go into effect before Feb. 1, 
2013 according to a court agreement.

Mississippi and Louisiana are the 
only two states employing biometrics 

fingerprint scanning as a tracking de-
vice; about 800 of the 1,600 licensed 
child care centers in Mississippi par-
ticipate in the Child Care Certificate 
Program.

The federal voucher program 
was established to help low-income 
parents afford child care while they 
work. Parents are responsible for a 
co-pay. 

December is well underway 
and the True South is buzzing 
with the holiday spirit. Events, 
festivals, parties and a unique 
holiday atmosphere make De-
cember one of the best months 
of the year to visit Mississippi.

Enjoying the holidays in 
Mississippi is a special time. 
Whether you’re visiting fam-
ily here, passing through or 
looking for a holiday getaway, 
the True South has outstand-
ing events happening through-
out the month of December.

The following is a list of 
some of the festive holiday 
happenings in Mississippi. 
Make plans now to include 
one or more of these stops in 
your December schedule:

Canton: Victorian Christ-
mas Festival now through 
Dec. 23

The festivities in Canton all 
take place around the Historic 
Courthouse Square, decorated 
with over 200,000 glitter-
ing lights. In addition to the 
Canton Animation Museums 
and the glittering decorations 
of the Square, Canton offers 
holiday visitors many other 
attractions including the Mer-
chant’s Open House, Carousel 
on the Square, Miniature Train 
or Fire Truck on the Square, 
Old Jail Museum, Log Cabin 
Behind the Old Jail, and The 
Railroad Museum. For more 
details, visit www.cantontour-
ism.com

Southaven: 14th An-
nual Southern Lights now 
through Dec. 31

Drive through the 116-acre 
Central Park with 100,000 
twinkling lights. Cars can 
tune to five FM radio stations 
playing Christmas music as 
they ride through the park. 
Don’t miss the Christmas Tree 
Farm synchronized to music 
by Trans-Siberian Orchestra. 
Proceeds benefits local chari-
ties. It is closed Christmas 
Day. For information about 
cost and other details, go to 
http://www.southaven.org. 

Natchez: Christmas in 
Natchez now through Dec. 
23

In Natchez, the winter holi-

days begin the Friday after 
Thanksgiving with the an-
nual Lighting of the Tree and 
continue through city-wide 
New Year’s celebrations, in-
cluding tours of beautifully lit 
and decorated historic homes, 
holiday concerts, candlelight 
carriage rides and more. Learn 
more about how Natchez cele-
brates and how you can join in 
the fun by checking out www.
christmasinnatchez.com

 Jackson: Bethlehem Tree, 
Mississippi Museum of Art 
Dec. 2 - Jan. 6

Mississippi native Jewell 
Younger Graeber lovingly 
acquired the figures in this 
magnificent display over more 
than twenty years, in order to 
share the collection with the 
children of Mississippi. The 
installation in the Mississippi 
Museum of Art’s Trustmark 
Grand Hall includes more 
than 150 authentic and scarce 
eighteenth-century figures, 
and includes beloved religious 
figures Mary, Joseph, and 
the Three Magi, along with 
numerous angels and towns-
people. Free to the public. For 
details, visit http://www.ms-
museumart.org.

Biloxi: Christmas at Beau-
voir now through Jan. 13

Tour the exquisite Victo-
rian decorated home of the 
last home of Jefferson Da-
vis. View a miniature Victo-
rian Christmas Village where 
Santa Claus makes a special 
appearance and marvel at the 
Christmas decorated grounds 
at this extraordinary event. 
Come join the festivities, en-
joy a unique nighttime tour, 
and step back in history. Learn 
more about this event and the 
history of the place by visiting 
http://www.beauvoir.org.

Tylertown: Christmas in 
the Park now through Dec. 
31 

Christmas in the Park is a 
colorful Christmas display 
of millions of lights staged 
at Holmes Water Park. More 
than 32,000 visitors enjoy the 
display each year. The park is 
open seven days a week from 
6 to 8:30 p.m., weather permit-
ting. For information about 

costs and other details, visit 
http://www.walthallchamber.
com/Christmas.html

Collins: Christmas in the 
Park Dec. 6 - 9

Throughout the Christmas 
season, travel along a wind-
ing path through Collins City 
Park, marvel at the beautiful 
light displays and enjoy holi-
day music at Christmas in the 
Park. The attraction is open 
Thursday through Saturday 
nights only. Learn more about 
this event by clicking www.
covingtonchamber.com

Cleveland: a Mississippi 
Delta holiday Dec. 9

Join us for a celebration of 
Christmas holiday music at 
the Bologna Performing Arts 
Center featuring five-time 
Country Music Association 
Musician of the Year Mac 
McAnally and award-winning 
blues piano master Eden Brent 
of Greenville. Get complete 
details about the event at 
http://bolognapac.com/

Meridian: John Tesh Big 
Band Christmas Dec. 15

Enjoy the grandeur of the 
beautifully restored MSU Ri-
ley Center while you get into 
the spirit of the season with 
multi-talented entertainer John 
Tesh in this family-friendly 
holiday show. For ticket pric-
es and seating information, go 
to http://www.msurileycenter.
com.

Hattiesburg: Zoo Lights 
Dec. 8, 15 and 22

Celebrate the Holidays with 
the zoo. Catch the zoo’s one-
of-a-kind Holly Jolly Animal 
Show and jump aboard the Po-
lar Bear Express with a warm 
cup of cocoa for a magically 
illuminated journey in search 
of Santa. Ticket price includes 
admission, unlimited train and 
carousel rides and more. For 
details, visit http://www.hat-
tiesburgzoo.com/zoo

As you can see, there are 
plenty of holiday happenings 
in Mississippi this December, 
and there’s so much more to 
experience while you’re here. 

Start planning your trip to 
the True South in December 
by going to http://www.Visit-
Mississippi.org today.
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Canton Christmas Lights on town square
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SAVE
Continued from page 1

Arzell McCoy.
Saltillo High School, Saltillo 

- Saltillo High School is plan-
ning a week of safe driving 
activities in March, including 
announcements and a poster 
campaign, culminating with an 
X the TXT event. Other events 
in 2013 will include safety 
awareness surrounding prom 
and graduation, inviting lo-
cal Allstate agents to speak to 
students of safe driving prac-
tices, and guest speakers from 
Kansas City Southern Railroad 
to discuss railroad safety. Lee 
Buse is the chapter advisor.

Amanda Elzy High School, 
Greenwood - Amanda Elzy 
High School has a new SAVE 
chapter this school year. They 
plan to have a poster contest 
and assembly with a speaker 
from the Mississippi Highway 
Patrol to discuss safe driving 
with students. A campaign to 
promote safe prom and gradu-
ation awareness will take place 
in the spring. The SAVE/SADD 
advisor at Amanda Elzy High is 
Elizabeth Walker.

Hancock High School, Kiln - 
Hancock High School’s SAVE/
SADD Club will participate in 
National Youth Violence Pre-
vention Week and National 
Youth Traffic Safety Month in 
2013. Activities will include 
assemblies and a safe prom 
pledge. The SAVE chapter ad-
visor is Tara Northrop.

Ocean Springs High School, 
Ocean Springs - Ocean Springs 
High School’s SAVE chapter 
will participate in National 
Youth Violence Prevention 
Week with daily announce-
ments, posters, and an anti-bul-
lying assembly. Teen safe driv-
ing events in the spring will 
include seat belt checks, radar 
tests testing speeds of students 
driving onto school grounds, 
safe driving announcements, 
and a special prom remem-
brance of victims of violence. 
Carolyn Boyd is the SAVE 
chapter advisor.

Noxubee County High 
School, Macon - This SAVE 

chapter plans to have various 
speakers address students on 
topics of school violence and 
safe driving. Prom and gradua-
tion safety will be promoted in a 
school-produced PSA. A Safety 
Fair will also be held and will 
include seat belt checks and 
impaired goggle driving ac-
tivities. Laphilbia Smith is the 
SAVE chapter advisor.

South Pike High School, 
Magnolia - South Pike’s SAVE 
chapter will work with the 
school’s Teens Against Chemi-
cal Abuse Club and the Pike 
County Sheriff’s Department 
to prepare trainings and pre-
sentations about teen violence 
in America. During National 
Youth Traffic Safety month in 
May, there will be Safe Prom 
pledge, assemblies and pre-
sentations promoting teen safe 
driving. The SAVE advisor at 
South Pike High School is Ty-
rone Varnado.

With support from Allstate 
agents and employee volun-
teers, SAVE chapters will be 
able to provide leadership in 
their schools and communities 
to ensure that all students will 
be encouraged and empow-
ered with healthy life skills 
while engaging in educational 
activities and opportunities to 
promote teen safe driving and 
youth safety.

SAVE is a peer-to-peer or-
ganization that focuses on the 
power of positive peer influ-
ences. According to a recent 
Allstate Foundation survey, 
Shifting Teen Attitudes: The 
State of Teen Driving 2009, 
peers are a major influence on 
teens - both positive and nega-
tive. Some of the concerning 
statistics that SAVE chapters 
will address include:

•Eighty-two percent of teens 
reported using cell phones 
while driving.

•Nearly half (48 percent) of 
girls admit they are likely to 
speed more than 10 mph over 
the limit, versus 36 percent of 
boys.

•Seventy-seven percent of 

teens admit they have felt un-
safe with another teen’s driv-
ing.

“This generous grant from 
The Allstate Foundation will 
assist students in finding real 
solutions to the issues of teen 
safe driving that they face each 
day,” stated SAVE’s executive 
director, Carleen Wray.  

“By empowering teens to 
become smart driving activ-
ists in their schools and com-
munities, we hope to reverse 
the staggering statistics,” said 
Jan Epstein, corporate relations 
manager of The Allstate Foun-
dation  “Through The Allstate 
Foundation, we seek to de-
velop innovative, teen-focused 
approaches to raise awareness 
of the issue and, ultimately, to 
help save lives and reduce in-
juries.” 

About The Allstate Foun-
dation: Established in 1952, 
The Allstate Foundation is an 
independent, charitable orga-
nization made possible by sub-
sidiaries of The Allstate Cor-
poration (NYSE: ALL).  With 
a focus on teen safe driving 
and building financial inde-
pendence for domestic violence 
survivors, The Allstate Foun-
dation promotes safe and vital 
communities; tolerance, inclu-
sion and diversity; and eco-
nomic empowerment. For more 
information, visit www.allstate-
foundation.org 

About the National Associa-
tion of Students Against Vio-
lence Everywhere: SAVE started 
at West Charlotte High School 
in Charlotte, N.C. in 1989 fol-
lowing the tragic death of a stu-
dent who was trying to break up 
a fight at an off-campus party. 
SAVE provides education about 
the effects and consequences of 
violence and helps provide safe 
activities for students, parents 
and communities.  

For more information on 
SAVE or starting a SAVE chap-
ter, visit www.nationalsave.org 
or contact SAVE at (866) 343-
SAVE; receive free start-up ma-
terials and guidance.

Hart
Continued from page 1

Her oldest child, Flossie Davis, 
90, spoke at the funeral, stating that 
her mother was only 22 years older 
than her and a devout mother to her 
children. 

She leaves behind devoted chil-
dren, Flossie Davis, Alva Wilder, 
Matthew (Sylvia), Allie (Odyster), 

Mary Hamer, Helen Pegues, Carl 
(Eunice) and Marva Hill (Glake); 
daughter-in-law Betty Whitting-
ton; 38 grandchildren; 43 great 
grandchildren; eight great-great 
grandchildren and a host of niec-
es, nephews, other relatives and 
friends.Three children preceded 

her in death - Fenoid, Roby and 
Slum Jr.

Funeral services were held at the 
Farmhaven Church of Christ (Holi-
ness) USA Saturday, Dec. 1. Pastor 
Eld. Quemardo Castilla was officia-
tiant. Her son, Rev. Matthew Whit-
tington was the eulogist.
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I remember 
when I was 
about 7 or 8 
years of age, the 
two elderly la-
dies who lived 
downstairs from 

my family would give me a 
ladies’ handkerchief tied in a 
knot with some coins and a 
piece of paper inside.

They would have me walk 
up the street and give it to an-
other lady about two or three 
times a week. Of course, I 
would get a piece of candy or 
a nickel for doing so. Little 
did I know at the time that I 
was “playing the numbers” 
for them.

Back then it was a game of 
chance that involved a few 
pennies’ bet on a number, 
which I believe came out each 
day in the newspaper business 
section. I think it had some-
thing to do with the closing 
number on the stock exchange 
or something like that. I can 
hear the older folks who are 
reading this article saying 
exactly what it was and how 
the winning number was re-
trieved. I am sure they re-
member.

Fast forward to the early 
1970s. I believe the states 
commandeered the numbers 
racket, primarily run in black 
neighborhoods, and turned 
an illegal activity into a le-

gal game of chance called the 
Lottery. This has evolved into 
what I call the “lootery.”

The few coins in the hand-
kerchief and the hopes of win-
ning $25 or so have changed 
to monthly shell-outs of hun-
dreds of dollars by individuals 
with hopes of winning mil-
lions of dollars.

The only thing that has not 
changed among many black 
folks is the dream book that 
tells what number to play if 
you happen to dream about 
death, or the sky, or a trip, or a 
meal, or a new job, or a car, or 
a truck, or the devil, or God, 
or you name it. Whatever 
the dream, there was a corre-
sponding number attached to 
it.

Lines formed at the stores 
and folks started spending 
millions and billions on “the 
number,” all in an effort to 
“hit it.” Many folks would 
use their last dollar, their rent 
money, their bill money, their 
lunch money, to take a chance 
because they had a feeling or a 
certain dream, or saw a certain 
number somewhere.

The funniest thing to see 
was folks in line with their 
sheets of paper and their long 
list of numbers to play each 
week. When they got up to 
the counter they would al-
most whisper the number to 
the clerk. I often wondered 
why they would do that; I at-
tributed it to a scarcity men-

tality and the fact that some 
of us don’t want our brother 
or sister to prosper, thus, we 
keep our winning numbers to 
ourselves.

The recent $580 million 
Powerball jackpot, the larg-
est in history, was the craze of 
new wave “lootery” players. 
Some folks spent hundreds 
and thousands of dollars on 
one chance in 175 million to 
win all that money. Finally on 
Thursday morning, Nov. 29, 
millions of people were tear-
ing up their worthless tickets 
as their dreams of winning the 
prize were dashed.

The “lootery” had gotten 
them again. My point is this:  
If we are going to have $500 
million as a prize, why not in-
tentionally spread that prize to 
more people. I would love to 
see 10 winners of $50 million, 
or even 100 $5 million win-
ners, rather than one winner 
or even two splitting a $500 
million pot.

Think about that when 
you’re standing in the next 
line of “lootery” hopefuls and 
dreamers.

Jim Clingman, founder of 
the Greater Cincinnati Afri-
can American Chamber of 
Commerce, is a prolific writer 
on economic empowerment 
for black people and an ad-
junct professor at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati. He can be 
reached through his web site, 
blackonomics.com.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

The Missis-
sippi River is a 
great blessing 
from God. Be-
sides being the 
largest river in 
our nation, it is 

a major vehicle of commerce.  
It borders the states of Minne-
sota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, 
Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Mississippi and Loui-
siana. In addition, its tributar-
ies reached out to a total of 31 
states.

A significant amount of ports 
handle the robust amount of 
shipping that occurs 24/7 on this 
magnificent consortium of wa-
ter.

A few years ago, the Asian 
Carp invaded the Mississippi 
River through fishing farms that 
flooded into the river. There was 
movement from some groups to 
cut off the Illinois River from 
flowing from the Mississippi 
River into Lake Michigan to pre-
vent further spread of the fish.

We joined in the fight against 
this radical solution. Eventu-
ally they found ways to stop the 
spreading of this unwanted spe-
cies without killing commerce 
throughout the Midwest and 
Great Lakes regions. There was 
just no way they were going to 
shut down any part of the Mis-
sissippi River. That’s how im-
portant it is.

Now we have a different cri-
sis. The area along the north-
ern end of the river is facing a 
drought. It rivals the drought of 
1989. It is threatening reduced 
commerce along the river. The 
reduced depth of the river is 
making shipping somewhat pro-
hibitive.

Companies in the naviga-
tion industry along these rivers 
are now shipping less material 
by “light loading” fleets, which 
make each load less profitable.  
In addition to the low levels of 
water, rocks known as pinnacles 

are emerging through the shal-
low levels and risking serious 
damage to the vessels.

If the Mississippi River be-
comes closed to commerce, that 
will also affect shipping on the 
Ohio and Missouri rivers and 
make the Great Lakes a one way 
shipping vehicle. It would halt 
hundreds of millions of tons of 
essential goods and commodi-
ties, such as corn, grain, coal, 
petroleum, chemicals and many 
other products important to the 
national economy.

Cargo valued at more than 
$7 billion, including 300 mil-
lion bushels of agricultural 
products and 3.8 million tons 
of coal could experience serious 
delays that will have a ripple ef-
fect and damage all of our local 
communities. Let’s not overlook 
the likelihood of five barrels of 
domestically produced crude oil 
not being shipped and purchases 
of imported crude oil will in-
crease by about $550 million as 
a result. This situation is a job 
killer. Lost jobs and skyrocket-
ing of consumer prices will fur-
ther hurt our weak economy. 

However, there is a simple so-
lution to this state of misfortune. 
All the president has to do is to 
instruct the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to continue, in fact in-
crease, the flow of waters com-
ing from the Missouri River 
dams and reservoirs.

Right now the Corps is sched-
uled to actually stop these flows 
of water by mid-December 
through the spring. They aren’t 
scheduled to dredge and remove 
the rock pinnacles located be-
tween St. Louis and Cairo, Ill., 
until late spring. Shutting the 
water flows now and waiting to 
dredge and remove the pinnacles 
is a blueprint for disaster.  

The president can do this by 
simply declaring an emergency 
and implementing the Stafford 
Act. If there ever was an emer-
gency, this is it.

The protocol for having the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

manage the water system of the 
Mississippi River was created 
as a result of the Great Flood of 
1927.

Secretary of Commerce Her-
bert Hoover became immensely 
popular for successfully manag-
ing this task. It was the biggest 
reason he was elected president 
in 1928.

However, he segregated the 
victims by race and broke many 
promises made to the Colored 
Advisory Commission. This 
caused much disappointment 
among African-Americans who 
were predominantly members of 
the Republican Party.

The emergence of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt and his first 
lady, Eleanor, who reached out 
to African Americans, changed 
the whole demographic. Then 
blacks started moving over to 
the Democratic Party.

We need more of a public 
outcry on the river situation.  
Pleas for the president to react 
accordingly have come in writ-
ing by the governors of Illinois, 
Missouri and Iowa. Fifteen U.S. 
senators have also written plead-
ing for the president’s action.

Sixty-two members of the 
House of Representatives have 
written, including members of 
the Congressional Black Cau-
cus - Elijah Cummings, Lacy 
Clay, Cedric Richmond, Bennie 
Thompson, Emanuel Cleaver, 
Terri Sewell, Danny Davis and 
Bobby Rush.

It is time for all of us to show 
big time concern. Call your sen-
ator, congressperson, governor 
and talk it up on your favorite 
radio talk show. Write to peo-
ple.  We don’t need additional 
hits to our economic situation. 
The nation is fragile and good 
stewardship with rapid action is 
needed.

Harry C. Alford is co-founder, 
president/CEO of the National 
Black Chamber of Commerce.  
Visit the website www.national-
bcc.org. Email him at halford@
nationalbcc.org.

Troubled waters on 
the Mighty Mississippi

Blackonomics: cashing 
in on the ‘lootery’ We’ve all 

heard the ad-
age, “the more 
you give, the 
more you re-
ceive.” I be-
lieve that most 

people are willing to give 
but are uncertain about how 
to make the most meaningful 
contributions.

It’s perfectly fine to give as 
opportunities arise. However, 
being proactive about charita-
ble giving allows you to delib-
erate about how you “invest.”

That’s right, charitable 
giving is an investment and 
should be treated with as 
much forethought as any oth-
er investment. Although my 
family has always made chari-
table contributions, I’ve spent 
the last few years developing 
a specific giving strategy for 
us. Here are the things I con-
sidered:

Identify a cause: In decid-
ing where to invest, I began 
by identifying areas where 
my family is most passionate. 
Having school-age children, 
my husband and I are particu-
larly passionate about educa-
tion. Our goal is to ensure that 
we prepare our sons academi-
cally to compete in a global 
society.

Beyond this, it is also our 

desire to help as many stu-
dents as possible achieve suc-
cess, particularly disadvan-
taged students. Whatever your 
passion, always consider ways 
to align your charitable efforts 
with a relative cause/organiza-
tion.

Decide what you’ll invest: 
After you identify what you’re 
passionate about, give careful 
thought to what you will in-
vest - time, talent or treasures.  
When we think of charitable 
giving, we typically focus on 
treasures (or money).

Thinking more broadly al-
lows you the opportunity to 
contribute in a way that works 
best for you, even when you 
may not have the financial re-
sources.

Are you really good at do-
ing something, or are you pro-
fessionally trained? Perform 
services for an organization 
that they wouldn’t otherwise 
be able to afford.

Select an organization: 
Once you’ve decided how you 
will invest and a cause you 
want to help, determine where 
you will invest. Whether vol-
unteering or providing finan-
cial resources, nonprofits rely 
on individual contributions.

However, stretching your-
self too thin by contributing to 
multiple organizations might 
not be as valuable as focus-
ing or concentrating on one or 

two. Make sure the organiza-
tion supports a cause that is 
important to you.

Research your charity: 
Giving in any form is a com-
mitment, which is why it’s 
important to know whether 
the organization you choose is 
registered and reputable. Sev-
eral sources evaluate charities 
and compile findings in an 
online database of registered 
organizations. (See references 
below).

If you’re unable to find a 
specific charity using these re-
sources, contact the organiza-
tion directly to request docu-
mentation, including 501(c) 
(3) status, IRS Form 990, or 
its most recent annual report.

For local organizations, or 
national organizations with 
regional offices, you may con-
tact your state government for 
verification.

As you begin to set goals 
for 2013, make sure creating a 
giving strategy is on your list.

Resources: Better Business 
Bureau -Wise Giving Alliance 
at http://www.bbb.org/us/
charity; Charity Watch (for-
merly known as American In-
stitute of Philanthropy - AIP) 
at http://www.charitywatch.
org/index.html

Michelle A. Thornhill is  
senior vice president and 
African American segment 
manager at Wells Fargo

Aspirations: purposeful giving
By Michelle Thornhill
NNPA Columnist

B U S I N E S S  E X C H A N G E

Another look at the 
Republican Party

What’s your 
personal politi-
cal ideology and 
most important 
value? Do you 
agree that cer-
tain political 

parties and issues are more im-
portant to blacks than whites?

A political party typically 
seeks to influence government 
policy, usually by nominating 
candidates with aligned po-
litical views and trying to seat 
them in political office.

It was a Republican presi-
dent who signed the Eman-
cipation Proclamation. The 
Republican Party was the 
party of most blacks prior to 
the 1960s, including Freder-
ick Douglass, Harriet Tub-
man, Sojourner Truth, Booker 
T. Washington and Dr. Martin 
Luther King Sr.  

Some of the founding fa-
thers of the NAACP were 
Republicans as was the party 
that desegregated the South’s 
schools and implemented 
America’s affirmative action 
programs.

Republicans believe in the 
free enterprise system. The 
Office of Minority Business 
Enterprise, a federal agency 
dedicated to minority busi-
ness, was established by Re-
publican President Richard 
Nixon in March of 1969.

African-American history is 
most often presented through 
liberal political lens that skew 
contributions and examples 
of African-Americans outside 
the liberal mainstream.

Black Americans have been 
taught that Republicans are 
racist and care nothing about 
black empowerment. Black 
Republicans are often labeled 
“insufficiently black.”

In truth, the history of the 
Republican Party’s relation-
ship with blacks is one of a 
bright start followed by steady 
decline.

Unfortunately, a reliance on 
family and faith has become a 
casualty of the modern welfare 
state and contributed to the de-
struction of family cohesion. 
This supplanted faith in God 
with faith in government.

Black conservatism is a po-
litical and social movement 

rooted in communities of Afri-
can descent that aligns largely 
with the American conserva-
tive movement.

Since the Civil Rights 
Movement, the African-Amer-
ican community has generally 
fallen to the left of the politi-
cal spectrum and has aligned 
itself on the side of liberalism.

However, black conserva-
tism emphasizes traditional-
ism, capitalism, free markets 
and social values consistent 
with the context of blacks and 
their religious beliefs.

“Our goals promote free-
dom for all and encourage en-
trepreneurship,” said Donald 
Scoggins of the Republicans 
for Black Empowerment.

In light of the 2012 elec-
tion results, Scoggins is on a 
mission to retool the Repub-
lican Party. He’s seeking to 
raise profiles and awareness 
of black Republicans and their 
number of elected officials.

Scoggins invites inquires 
via Donelsco@aol.com.

William Reed is head of the 
Business Exchange Network. 
Visit him at BaileyGroup.
org.

By William Reed
NNPA Columnist

By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

By Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist



All seven JPS high schools performed 
for the district’s annual Battle of the Bands. 
Reminiscent of a larger band showcase host-
ed by Jackson State University, the event fea-
tured the best field shows each of the bands 
had to offer. Bands performed popular music 
while executing flawless field formations. 

Drum majors, drill teams, and baton twirl-
ers added to the show’s energy and excite-
ment. This year’s event drew an enthusiastic 

crowd of nearly 500 spectators.
The JPS Battle of the Bands is a collabora-

tion between the JPS high schools and JPS 
athletics. 

Proceeds from ticket sales benefit the band 
programs at each of the schools. 

Officially called the JPS Bradley-Mitch-
ell Battle of the Bands, the event is named 
for longtime former band directors Charles 
Bradley of Jim Hill and Joe Mitchell of Cal-
laway.

The Purple Knights of Hardy 
Middle School recently presented 
the Epsilon Kappa Kappa (EKK) 
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Inc. a 
plaque for the financial support 
and encouragement the fraternity 
has contributed to them. 

EKK has supported the young 
men by donating to their summer 

vacation trips during the past few 
years. Some of the places they 
have visited include Washington, 
D.C. and Orlando, Fla. The Fra-
ternity also provides mentorship 
to the teenagers. 

The Purple Knights are led by 
John Graves, a retired teacher 
and Herbert Anderson, a teacher 
at Hardy Middle School.

Destiny Dorsey led the Pledge 
of Allegiance to start the Nov. 27 
School Board meeting. She is 
an eighth grade student at Pow-
ell Middle School where she is 
a member of the National Beta 
Club. She loves to sing, write po-
etry, and read. 

Her career and college aspira-
tions include striving for a schol-
arship to the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT) where 

she wants to get a degree in Com-
puter Engineering. 

Destiny wants to be known as 
one of the first or few African 
American women to develop her 
own computer software. She be-
lieves that her time at Powell has 
prepared her not only for life, but 
to successfully move to the next 
level. Board member Otha Bur-
ton presented Destiny a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation on behalf of 
the School Board.

George Elementary hosted 
its annual Men Empowering 
Boys Breakfast Nov. 16 in the 
school’s auditorium. The key-
note speaker was Dr. Daniel 
Watkins, dean of the School 
of Education, at Jackson State 
University.

The event is an effort to 
increase mentorship between 
fathers/male role models and 
students at the school. School 
adopters, community leaders, 

and local public officials were 
in attendance. 

Some guests included 
Councilman Charles Tillman; 
Representative Credell Cal-
houn, Hinds County Sheriff 
Tyrone Lewis, Jackson Assis-
tant Police Chief Lee Vance, 
Jackson Fire Chief Raymond 
McNulty, and Tax Collector 
Eddie Fair.

The principal of George El-
ementary School is Dr. Mary 
Ann Bailey.

Watkins Elementary librar-
ian David Schommer was 
named the Watson Qual-
ity Ford Teacher of the Week 
Nov. 29. Schommer is serving 
in his eighth year as library/
media specialist at Watkins. 

Some of his additional re-
sponsibilities at the school 
include coordinating the 
school’s book fairs, newslet-
ter and yearbook, photogra-
phy/publicity, school events, 
grant-writing, and managing 
the content on the school and 
PTA websites. He is also very 
instrumental in the Watkins’ 

recycling program, student 
garden and playground proj-
ects.

Schommer also serves on 
the school’s administrative 
team, JPS Recycling Commit-
tee, JPS Partnership in Educa-
tion Advisory Board and the 
Junior League of Jackson’s 
Community Advisory Coun-
cil. In 2010, he was named 
Outstanding Educator by Par-
ents for Public Schools and 
the Community Foundation 
of Greater Jackson. In Febru-
ary 2011, the Watkins librar-
ian was named a Metro Jack-
son Teacher of the Year by 

the Greater Jackson Chamber 
Partnership.

Schommer received a check 
for $100, a trophy, a gift pack, 
and a $25 gift card from Wat-
son Quality Ford.

Watson Quality Ford honors 
teachers in central Mississippi 
who have made a difference in 
the lives of their students. Wat-
son Quality Ford and WAPT 
are encouraging students, 
parents, and school staff to 
nominate teachers for the Wat-
son Quality Ford Home Team 
Teacher of the Week honor. 

To nominate your favorite 
teacher, visit WAPT.com.

JPS bands raise funds and showcase 
performance skills at annual ‘Battle’

Hardy Middle 
School students 
show appreciation 
to fraternity

Powell Middle eighth 
grader and aspiring 
software engineer 
delivers pledge

George Elementary honors 
mentors with breakfast

Watkins Elementary librarian named Teacher of the Week

Lanier High School Marching Band PHotoS By SHer-
win JoHnSon

Accepting a plaque of appreciation from the Purple Knights are John Graves (far 
left), Basileus Dominick riley of eKK (center), and Herbert Anderson (far right).

JPS board member otha Burton and Destiny Dorsey

Callaway High School Marching BandForest Hill High School  Marching BandForrest Hill High School Dance team

Dr. Mary Ann Bailey, principal; Dr. Daniel watkins, guest speaker and 
Vanessa wilson, teacher 

DeVarri Summers spends time with his uncle, Keith taylor  

isaiah Clincy was excited to meet Hinds County Sheriff tyrone Lewis

Jonah williams enjoys breakfast with mentor, representative Credell 
Calhoun  

Cortney Coleman was joined by his father, Clarence weathersby

Participating in the presentation were (from left) Gail Gibbs of watson Quality Ford, David Schommer, Dr. Lisa 
Johnson; principal of watkins elementary, and Cliff Mitchell of watson Quality Ford.
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Nov. 27, Alcorn State Uni-
versity students, faculty and 
staff witnessed living his-
tory when Myrlie Evers, the 
legendary champion for civil 
rights and the wife of civil 
rights martyr Medgar Wiley 
Evers ‘52, and The Clarion 
Ledger investigative reporter 
Jerry Mitchell shared their 
unique story of struggling to-
gether and winning the battle 
for social justice.

Myrlie Evers shared with 
the Alcorn family the story of 
Medgar Evers’ assassination 
and the following 31 years of 
struggle that she and Mitchell 
endured to bring the assassin 
who took Evers’ life to justice.

“If not for the tenacity and 
courage of legendary Mrs. 
Evers and the investigative 
work of Mr. Mitchell, jus-
tice would never have been 
served,” said Dr. Derek Green-
field, director of the Office of 
Educational Equity and Inclu-
sion.

 “The night before Medgar 
was killed, I made a promise 
that if anything happened to 
him and I survived, I would 
be sure that justice prevailed,” 
emotionally shared Myrlie 
Evers. “None of it would have 
been possible without Jerry’s 
strength, wisdom and drive 
that helped us see that justice 
was served.”

“When I heard the news that 
my classmate, Medgar Evers, 
was killed, I felt like I had 
died too,” said Dr. Alpha Mor-
ris ’52, chair, Department of 
Social Sciences at Alcorn. 

Addie Davis, academic ad-
visor at Alcorn, stated, “Back 
then, even the thought of a trial 
for Evers’ assassin seemed out 
of reach. But despite the ob-
stacles and threats, Mrs. Evers’ 
and Mr. Mitchell’s determina-
tion to continue the struggle 
for social justice, the assassin 
was finally convicted.”

Jerry Mitchell remembered 
what happened when the 

judge pronounced the ver-
dict “guilty” during the third 
and final trial, “A wave of joy 
went down the hall and people 
erupted in cheers. I felt chills 
because I realized that there 
were hundreds of such cases, 
and maybe, we witnessed a 
miracle. To date, there have 
been 24 convictions that began 
with that case.”

Evers added, “For all of 
those who died in the hands of 
racists, the verdict meant vic-
tory for all of us. The exam-
ple that Jerry has set sends a 
strong message to you - young 
people. He showed that if you 
strongly believe in something, 
you can put your fears aside 
and fight for it.”

“Their victory served as a 
symbol of change,” stated Otis 
Johnson, a junior majoring 
in criminal justice. “Without 
people like Myrlie Evers and 
Jerry Mitchell the state of Mis-
sissippi and our country would 
not be what it is today.”

Dr. Mildred Holland, ad-
junct professor in the Depart-
ment of Education and Psy-
chology, brought her students 
to the lecture. She said, “We 
are truly blessed to have Mrs. 

Evers and Mr. Mitchell talk to 
our faculty, staff and especially 
students. Before that we could 
only read about them and now 
the students can ‘touch’ the 
history and relive it with Mrs. 
Evers and Mr. Mitchell.”

Mitchell added, “It was so 
important for Myrlie and me 
to come here today because 
we wanted young people to 
hear firsthand about our strug-
gle, and make them realize 
that this is not ancient history. 
It is easy to think that the Civil 
Rights Movement took care of 
everything and the work is all 
done. It is not true as injustices 
in our society still exist and the 
youth need to continue what 
we’ve started. ”

At the conclusion of the dis-
cussion, Myrlie Evers thanked 
Alcorn State University and 
its President M. Christopher 
Brown II for inviting her as 
Distinguished Scholar-in-Res-
idence. “Alcorn - I am home.” 

Evers’ and Mitchell’s candid 
conversations were held as the 
“From ‘Just Us’ to Justice” in-
stallment of the Arts and Lec-
ture Series sponsored by the 
Office of Educational Equity 
and Inclusion.

Myron Gray, who is presi-
dent of U.S. Operations for 
the United Parcel Service 
(UPS), will address gradu-
ates during Jackson State 
University’s fall 2012 com-
mencement ceremony, which 
will be held at 8 a.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 8, in the Lee E. 
Williams Athletics and As-
sembly Center. The ceremo-
ny will confer degrees upon 
close to 350 undergraduate 
and graduate students.

A special commencement 
ceremony will be held at 
4:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, in 
the Student Center for gradu-
ates who are participating in 
the SWAC Championship in 
Birmingham, Ala., on Dec. 
8. 

The speaker for the Dec. 
7 ceremony will be 2012 
Jackson State University 
Teacher of the Year Dr. Ash-
ton Hamme, professor of 
chemistry in the Department 
of Chemistry and Biochem-
istry.

Gray is responsible for all 
U.S. Operations for UPS, 
which include the pick-up 
and delivery of more than 15 
million packages each day 

and 345,000 employees. He 
began his career with UPS in 
1978 as a part-time package 
handler while attending col-
lege, and began his manage-
ment career in 1984 as an op-
erations supervisor. He holds 
a degree in business admin-
istration and has completed 
advanced management pro-
grams at INSEAD in Fon-
tainebleau, France, and the 
Yale School of Business.

Prior to joining the faculty 
at Jackson State, Hamme 
pursued a career in indus-
try at Monsanto/Pharmacia 
Corp., where he performed 

medicinal chemistry-related 
research in the area of car-
diovascular drug discovery 
and was a co-inventor of 
more than 10 patents. The 
Detroit native earned his 
B.S. degree in chemistry 
from Jackson State, and his 
Ph.D. in chemistry from The 
Ohio State University. In ad-
dition to teaching, Hamme 
has served as a principal 
investigator or co-principal 
investigator on a variety of 
externally funded research 
grants and has published a 
number of scientific manu-
scripts.
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Black male student-athletes 
are graduating at a rate that 
substantially lags behind the 
average overall undergradu-
ate rate of athletes, according 
to a four-year study of ath-
letes and racial inequities in 
college sports by the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Graduate 
School of Education’s Center 
for the Study of Race and Eq-
uity in Education.

The study of 76 colleges 
and universities that comprise 
six major sports conferences 
showed that, on average, 
50.2 percent of black male 
student-athletes graduated 
within six years. The over-
all rate, regardless of race, is 
72.8 percent.

“While the graduation dis-
parities were not surprising, 
what was surprising was the 
astounding pervasiveness and 
depth of the disparities, as 
well as the fact that institu-
tional leaders, the NCAA and 
athletics conference commis-
sioners have not done more 
in response to them,” said 
Dr. Shaun R. Harper, the re-
port’s lead author. “Research 
has yielded clear strategies 
for black male student-ath-
lete success - however, there 
needs to be the institutional 
will to implement these sim-
ple, and often low-cost, so-
lutions - as well as account-
ability from the media and the 
athletes themselves.”

The monitored schools are 
from the ACC, Big East, Big 

Ten, Big 12, Pac 12, and SEC. 
These conferences regularly 
produce the winners of the 
NCAA’s Division I football 
and basketball champion-
ships and rake in millions an-
nually in revenue from their 
athletic programs. Black men 
were 2.8 percent of full-time, 
degree-seeking undergradu-
ate students, but 57.1 percent 
of football teams and 64.3 
percent of basketball teams 
during the period of the study 
(2007-2010).

Recently the NCAA an-
nounced that the University 
of Notre Dame would face the 
University of Alabama for the 
Bowl Championship Series 
national football title.

Notre Dame who ranked 
No. 1 in the nation in football, 
can also boast of being No. 2 
in terms of the graduation rate 
(81 percent) of its black male 
student-athletes, according to 
the Penn report. 

Alabama, ranked No. 2 in 

football and Notre Dame’s ti-
tle game opponent, graduated 
56 percent of its black male 
student-athletes.

Northwestern University is 
the top-ranked school in the 
Penn report at 83 percent. Vil-
lanova University and Penn 
State University tied for third 
at 78 percent.

“The number-one goal 
we have for every student-
athlete is a Northwestern de-
gree, and we’re pleased that 
the data reflects our success 
in accomplishing that,” said 
University Vice President for 
Athletics and Recreation Jim 
Phillips. “We’re here to pro-
vide a world-class experience 
- academically, athletically 
and socially - for our student-
athletes while they’re on 
campus, and prepare each of 
them for life beyond gradua-
tion.”

Iowa State had the lowest 
graduation rate of black male 
student-athletes at 30 percent.

Jackson State University 
had three winners at the 2012 
Annual Biomedical Research 
Conference for Minority Stu-
dents (ABRCMS) held in 
San Jose, Calif., in the poster 
competition.

The 2012 ABRCMS con-
ference offered a compre-
hensive program of scientific 
sessions, professional devel-
opment workshops, student 
oral and poster presentations 
and exhibits. There were 12 
disciplines in the biomedi-
cal and behavioral sciences, 
including mathematics, and 
more than 1,600 poster and 
oral presentations.

The winners are partici-
pants in the Minority Access 
to Research Careers (MARC) 
U*STAR Program at Jackson 
State University. The MARC 
U*STAR Program provides 
research training, fellow-
ship support, enriched cur-
riculum and compreshenisive 
academic and career advising 
to underrespresented minori-
ties.

The overall goal of the 
program is to increase the 
number of underrepresented 
minorities who will pursue a 
Ph.D. degree at outstanding 
universities across the county 
and a career in the biomedi-
cal sciences.

The MARC scholars who 
won the poster competition 
include:

Dominique Cooper (junior 
biology major) won $250 in 
the category of Developmen-
tal Biology and Genetics for 
a poster presentation entitled,  
“Evaluating Breeding Poten-
tials in the Critically Endan-
gered Jamaican Iguana.”

Ashley Lowery (junior 
psychology major) won $250 
in the category of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences and 
Public Health for a poster 

presentation entitled, “The 
Effects of Alcohol and Anxi-
ety on Attentional Bias to 
Threat.”

Roslyn Ratcliff (senior 
chemistry major) won $250 
in the category of Chemistry 
and won $50 in the Chemis-
try Interdisciplinary category 
for a poster presentation en-
titled, “The Design of a Bio-
active and Biodegradable 
ROMP Polymers.”

Myrlie Evers and Jerry Mitchell at Alcorn.

JSU students Roslyn Ratcliff (left), Dominique Cooper and Ashley Lowery 
won in the poster competition at the 2012 Annual Biomedical Research 
Conference for Minority Students.

JSU students win honors 
at national biomedical 
research conference

Alcorn witnesses living 
history, converses with Myrlie 
Evers and Jerry Mitchell

UPS president, JSU Teacher 
of the Year to speak at JSU 
fall commencement exercises
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Mississippi’s obesity rate in 
high school students (grades 
9-12) dropped by 12.7 precent, 
knocking the state’s teens out 
of the number one spot down 
to number five in obesity na-
tionwide.

Mississippi’s 2011 Youth 
Risk Behavioral Survey found 
the rate of obesity among Mis-
sissippi high school students 
to be 16.5 percent, down from 
18.1 percent in 2009. The na-
tional average for obesity 
among high school students is 
13 percent.

“We are very encouraged 
to see this decline in obesity 
rates among our high school 
students. Although the change 
from two years ago is not sta-
tistically significant, it’s the 
first time in 10 years we have 
seen any decline at all in Mis-
sissippi’s adolescent obesity 
rate,” said state health officer 
Dr. Mary Currier.

“Mississippi’s obesity issue 
continues to be a huge public 
health concern, but my hope 
is that we continue to see a de-
cline in years to come.”

Health officials say the de-
cline can’t be contributed to 
any one effort but that a variety 
of ongoing statewide programs 
to combat obesity are starting 
to pay off.

“Mississippi became a leader 
in school health with the pas-
sage of the Healthy Students 
Act in 2007. Our schools have 

incorporated more fruits, veg-
etables, and whole grain items 
into menus,” said Scott Cle-
ments, director of Child Nu-
trition and Healthy Schools at 
the Mississippi Department of 
Education.

“At the same time, they are 
reducing fat by replacing fry-
ers with new combination 
oven-steamers and moving to 
low-fat milk. Coupled with the 
increase in physical activity, 
it seems these efforts are con-
tributing to improved student 
health.”

Educators and health offi-
cials agree healthier children 
miss school less often, focus 
better in the classroom and de-
velop healthy habits that follow 
them through life.

“The results are encourag-
ing. However, our work is not 
done,” said Interim State Su-

perintendent of Education Dr. 
Lynn House.

“We continue to work with 
the Bower Foundation and the 
State Board of Education on 
policies and research, so that 
legislators can have the best 
information possible when de-
veloping legislation to help us 
fight childhood obesity.”  

The state’s battle against 
obesity is also making some 
headway among elementary 
students.

A recent report released 
by the Center for Mississippi 
Health Policy shows a signifi-
cant drop of 13 percent (from 
43.0 percent in 2005 to 37.3 
percent in 2011) in overweight 
and obesity combined among 
all Mississippi elementary 
school students.

For more information, visit 
www.HealthyMS.com.

GMC TV, Light Records and 
Roland Corporation will par-
ticipate in the American Heart 
Association/American Stroke 
Association’s 4th annual Most 
Powerful Voices gospel compe-
tition. The online gospel singing 
competition helps the association 
to educate people about stroke - 
the No. 4 cause of death and the 
leading preventable cause of dis-
ability in America.

Michelle Williams is involved 
in the contest, because her fam-
ily has been affected by stroke.
The contest is open to indepen-
dent artists, groups and choirs 
who sing gospel, holy hip hop, 
praise and worship music.

Participants, who must be 18 
years or older, may sign up at 
Power.watchgmctv.com and up-
load a video or MP3 file by Jan. 
31. Family, friends - and fans 
- have until April 5 to vote for 
their favorite artists. Those who 
register to compete or vote will 
receive lifesaving stroke infor-
mation from the American Heart 
Association/American Stroke 
Association.

The top 10 finalists will be 
judged by gospel music indus-
try leaders, including singer and 
song writer Michelle Williams 
(formerly of Destiny’s Child), 
James Robinson, president of 
A&R at Light Records, and holy 
hip hop artist Flame.

The grand prize winner will 
be announced April 30 and will 
receive:

• The opportunity to perform 
in the Central Park Summer 
Stage Concert in New York City 
with Light Records artists

• $2,500 for a 
trip to New York

• $1,500 cash 
and a digital 
single on iTunes 
from Light Re-
cords

• P e r s o n a l 
coaching by a re-
nowned Light Re-
cords gospel artist 

• $5,000 in mu-
sical instruments 
and gear from Ro-
land Corporation

• National rec-
ognition on GMC 
TV’s Digital 
Download of the 
week.

The top 10 fi-
nalists and a 
lucky voter will 
also win prizes.

Most Powerful Voices is part of 
the American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association’s 
Power To End Stroke awareness 
campaign. Through Power To 
End Stroke, the association pro-
vides culturally relevant events, 
tools and resources to decrease 
stroke among African-Ameri-
cans, who are disproportionally 
affected by the disease.

“African-Americans are espe-
cially susceptible to stroke due 
to a higher prevalence of high 
blood pressure, diabetes and pre-
vious heart attack or stroke,” said 
Dr. Rani Whitfield, family prac-
titioner and American Stroke As-
sociation spokesperson.

“That’s why it’s an important 
requirement of this competition 
to receive stroke information 
and to learn how stroke is largely 

preventable, treatable and beat-
able.”

Williams also explained that 
she is involved in Most Powerful 
Voices because, “It focuses on 
two things that I am passionate 
about - gospel music and sharing 
stroke information. My father 
and my grandmother suffered 
from strokes.

“My father’s stroke left him 
unable to walk or talk and I am 
sad to say that my grandmother 
is no longer with us. Stroke has 
really devastated my family, so 
being involved with the competi-
tion gives me the opportunity to 
share my story and to empower 
people with stroke knowledge to 
help them reduce their risks.”

For information on the com-
petition and stroke information, 
visit power.watchgmctv.com.

HEALTH

Online gospel singing 
competition and ASA will 
provide stroke education

Mississippi’s obesity rate 
declines among high school 
students over past two yearsMichelle Williams, other gospel music 

leaders to judge most powerful voices
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BASICS
ACK TO

P R O J E C T

•	 Helping	Students	Improve	Math	and	Language	Skills
•	 Helping	Students	Improve	Critical	Thinking	Skills					
•	 Helping	Students	Learn	to	Work	Independently								
•	 Helping	Students	Develop	a	Love	for	Learning	

Seedpod empowerment InStItute

CALL
NOW 769-798-5247 Don’t wait 

until it’s 
too late.

Tutoring Grades 3-12
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Better diets and more exercise in schools bring down obesity rate



JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -  
Florida man, Michael Dunn, 
was denied bond Monday, Dec. 
3, on a murder charge stem-
ming from a weekend shooting 
that started with a complaint 
about loud music and ended 
with a teenager dead. His attor-
ney Robin Lemonidis said she 
entered a not-guilty plea on her 
client’s behalf.

A statement by the Jackson-
ville Sheriff’s Office described 
a Friday-night confrontation in 
a gas station parking lot that es-
calated into at least eight shots 
being fired at a car carrying a 
group of teenagers.

Seventeen-year-old Jordan 
Davis, among the teens, was fa-
tally wounded. Forty-five-year-
old Dunn of Brevard County, 
Fla., was arrested Saturday and 
charged in the fatal shooting.

According to the statement 
from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s 
Office, Dunn told authorities 
that he had asked the teens to 
turn down loud music from 
their vehicle adjacent to his, as 
he waited while his girlfriend, 
who was returning with him 
from a wedding, went inside 
the gas station to make a pur-
chase.

Dunn told police he felt 
threatened by the response 
from the teens. Lemonidis, stat-
ed that Dunn told police that 
he reacted after having seen a 
gun barrel in the window of the 
teens’ car and after hearing a 

profanity-laced string of threats 
against him and his girlfriend. 
He stated the teens motioned 
they were opening the door.

Lemonidis said that was 
when Dunn reached for his gun 
and opened fire on the vehicle, 
adding, “When all the evidence 
has been flushed out, I believe 
that it will be extremely clear 
that Mr. Dunn acted as any re-
sponsible firearm-owner would 
have under the same circum-
stances.”

According to a Jackson-
ville sheriff’s office statement, 
“Eight or nine shots were fired 

at the teens’ car and there were 
no guns found insider their 
car.” Lemonidis said her client 
and his girlfriend left the scene 
after the shooting, fearing that 
they had encountered gang 
members and that more would 
follow.

The couple went to a local 
hotel for the night and report-
edly saw the news the next 
morning that Davis had died. 
They returned to Dunn’s home 
in Brevard County where local 
police arrested him Saturday, 
Dec. 1, on an out-of-county 
warrant.

NATIONAL

Florida man denied bond, 
charged with murder of Davis 
shot dead over loud music WASHINGTON, D.C. - Mon-

day, Dec. 3, leaders of four African-
American advocacy groups met 
with President Obama in a four-
hour closed-door session. The lead-
ers said they were taking the “black 
agenda,” termed by media groups as 
the black wish list.

According to Marc H. Morial, 
former mayor of New Orleans and 
CEO of the National Urban League, 
“President Obama’s decisive victo-
ry in this year’s presidential election 
signaled a shift in both demograph-
ics and attitude in America. While 
93 percent of African American vot-
ers supported Obama, his victory 
reflected a cross-section of Amer-
ica, including substantial numbers 
of whites and a growing number of 
Hispanics and Asian Americans.”

However, Morial contended that 
“African Americans again made the 
difference in a number of key swing 
states. In hotly contested Ohio, the 
African American share of the elec-
torate rose from 11 percent four 
years ago to 15 percent this year, 
with 96 percent of African Ameri-
cans voting for Obama. Clearly, the 
president’s small margin of victory 
in Ohio was determined by an in-
crease in the black vote.”

He also cited the Joint Center for 
Political and Economic Studies Se-
nior Research Associate, David Bo-
sitis, who contended that because of 
similar increases among Hispanic 
and Asian American voters, the 
2012 presidential election will be 

the last one where 
any candidate can 
expect to win by 
appealing only to 
white voters.

With those 
analogies in mind, 
Morial and other 
black leaders car-
ried their message 
directly to the 
White House in 
a face-to-face 
meeting with President Obama. 
He was joined by Ben Jealous of 
the NAACP, Rev. Al Sharpton of 
the National Action Network, Janet 
Murguia of the National Council of 
La Raza and several others. 

Morial said, “The president 
was optimistic that a compromise 
will be reached on a budget deal. 
He was very firm that the election 
gave him the moral authority and a 
very strong hand to do something 
that is consistent with his principles 
and in the best interest of all Ameri-
cans.

“Solutions to the deep problems 
we face can only be found with bi-
partisan cooperation in Congress 
and sustained citizen action. That 
is why Monday, Dec. 3, the lead-
ers of the National Action Network, 
NAACP and National Coalition for 
Black Participation and I convened 
with African American organiza-
tional leaders in Washington, D.C. It 
was a unique opportunity to collab-
orate on specific goals to advance 
economic opportunity through jobs 

and education.”
Morial also listed five new priori-

ties that came out of what he called 
Monday’s “historic gathering,” 
which included working for parity 
for blacks in education, health care 
and the economy; reforming the 
criminal justice system; and protect-
ing and defending voting rights. He 
added that voting rights was the pri-
ority. Although blacks represented 
13 percent of the electorate in 2012, 
a percentage about equivalent with 
2008.

Al Sharpton, founder and presi-
dent of the National Action Net-
work and a commentator for MS-
NBC, compared the new black 
agenda with the Civil Rights March 
on Washington, a major demon-
stration by African-American civil 
rights groups in 1963 that led to two 
major pieces of legislation: the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965.

Noticeably absent from the group 
was Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. and his 
Rainbow PUSH organization.

Black leaders meet 
with President Obama
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Crushed 
Concrete 
For Sale

MDOT Approved #6-10 Crushed Con-
crete Driveway Material

Pick Up Price Our Yard $ 20.00/ SQ.YD.                

Delivered Price 20 Mile Radius $ 27.00/ 
SQ.YD. (12 YARD MIN.)

Material Delivered & Installed $ 31.50/ 
SQ.YD.  (12 YARD MIN.)

Call 601.850.6519

WASHINGTON, D.C. - What 
are the biggest and most common 
mistakes businessowners make 
when facing down a disaster 
event? It could be flooding caused 
by a big hurricane or the loss of 
sensitive and vital data inflicted 
by a hacked account. How you re-
spond within the first few hours of 
the incident can either make your 
company a survivor or result in 
the costly failure of your business.

Get tips on how to avoid mak-
ing the mistakes that could cause 
you to lose your hard-earned as-
sets at a free webinar hosted by 
Agility Recovery and the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-

tion  (SBA) on 
Tuesday, Dec. 
11, 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m. EST. Agil-
ity CEO Bob 
Boyd will share 
anecdotes from 
business own-
ers who experienced natural and 
man-made disasters and what 
they learned during the recovery 
phase. A question and answer ses-
sion is included.

The SBA has partnered with 
Agility to offer business continu-
ity strategies through its “Prepare-
MyBusiness” website. Visit www.
preparemybusiness.org to access 
previous webinars and for addi-

tional preparedness tips.  
The SBA provides disaster re-

covery assistance in the form of 
low-interest loans to homeown-
ers, renters, private nonprofits and 
businesses of all sizes. 

To learn more, visit www.sba.
gov/disaster. The webinar space 
is limited. Register immediately at 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/
register/258501528

Top 10 mistakes for 
businesses to avoid when 
dealing with a crisis
Business continuity strategies 
offered at free SBA/Agility webinar
SBA Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Davis

Sharpton and Morial

The Mississippi Link Newswire



As the first 
week of De-
cember comes 
to a close, the 
momentum is 
building around 
us and you 

know what that means. In 
three weeks we will be cel-
ebrating Christmas Day! De-
cember 25, is literally days 
away.

Have I completed the tradi-
tional shopping that so many 
people take part in in order 
to show their love for others?  
Have I sent out my holiday 
cards to express my joy for 
the season? Have I complet-
ed, no the better question is, 
have I began decorating my 
home for the holidays? The 
answer to each of these ques-
tions is no.

Last week, I shared an arti-
cle with you entitled “Getting 
Ready for Christmas,” which 
was authored by guest writer, 
David DeWitt.  In this article 
DeWitt asked the question, 
“Have you ever thought about 
all of the things that God had 
to do to get ready for that first 
Christmas?”

He then listed bullets to 
help us out. The bullets in-
cluded:

•God worked to make the 
world ready for the arrival of 
Jesus. 

•God had to defy the very 
laws of nature

•God had to redefine His 
personal role with His people

•God had to fulfill ancient 
promises

•God had to move from be-
ing infinite to being finite.

As I read what he defined as 
the preparation period for that 
first Christmas, I knew that 
it was in a way a confirma-
tion for my Christian growth. 
I find myself in a different 
place - a place of enjoying 
one blessed day at a time. I 
am not stressed about making 
sure that every decoration is 
perfect for the holidays, nor 
am I going out of my way to 
get them done.

I am so ready for Christmas.
The truth is - if the holiday 

were to be celebrated today, I 
am ready. Yes, you know why.

I am ready because I know 
that it is not the physical date 
of Christmas but the birth of 
Christ that we celebrate. 

I, like you, know that Christ 
was born in a manger approx-
imately 2,000 years ago. He is 
the only begotten Son of God 
and He is the King of Kings.

Am I ready to celebrate the 
beginning of the life of “our 
Savior?” You had better be-
lieve it.

Like so many other Chris-
tian families, my family will 
have our traditional gift-giv-
ing exchange. My family has 
already begun and will con-
tinue to participate in several 
holiday gatherings with fam-
ily and friends and of course, 
we will be in the Lord’s house 
this entire season and beyond 
to give thanks for His birth. 

I know that this week I 
don’t have to ask you to share 
the news of Jesus’ birth or 
what He has done for you and 
yours, right? This is the sea-
son where you just find your-
self praising Him consciously 
and sub-consciously.

This is the season when joy 
fills the air and love is abun-
dant. All of God’s children are 
readying themselves for one of 
the most important days that 
Christians observe and as I 
told you earlier, I am so ready.

Now, what I will ask of you 
is that you stay ready. Always 
keep in mind that Christ was 
born to save us from our sins. 
Even as an infant, He carried 
the weight of the world on 
His shoulders.  He walked the 
earth to teach us the true prin-
ciples of love and respect for 
each other. Because of Him, 
we have been granted the 
opportunity to live with our 
Heavenly Father eternally.

I am sure that during this 
holiday season, the love of God 
will be shared by all. But don’t 
let it stop there. During the 
holidays and long after, always 
serve as a personal messenger 
for the Lord. Please share your 
joys of the good times and 
your love of the Lord.  

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your place of 
worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. You may fax 601-896-
0091 or mail your informa-
tion to The Mississippi Link at 
2659 Livingston Road, Jack-
son, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorWords from a servant:  The value of the vision

Christmas: a time for peace

God’s Favor Poem

H a b a k k u k 
2:1-3 is my 
scripture of 
choice that I 
would like to 
share with you.

(1) I will 
stand upon my watch, and 
set me upon the tower, and 
will watch to see what He 
will say unto me, and what 
I shall answer when I am re-
proved. (2) And the LORD 
answered me, and said, write 
the vision, and make it plain 
upon tables, that He may run 
that readeth it. (3) For the vi-
sion is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it shall 
speak, and not lie: though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it 
will surely come, it will not 
tarry.”

Recently, Pastor Michael 
T. Williams, the pastor of 
College Hill M. B. Church 
shared a sermon with the 
congregants entitled “Val-
ue of the Vision,” from the 
above scriptures which spoke 
directly to my heart for vari-
ous reasons.

One reason in particu-
lar is because God gave me 
these same scriptures when 
He birthed into my spirit the 
vision that He had for me. 
My husband, Darryl, and I 
prayed about the vision for 
several years before its final 
inception. Several years later, 
with the help of my husband, 
I made the vision plain that 
God had given to me to start 
my ministry, Divine Daugh-
ters of Destiny, Incorporated/ 
3D Ministry; which goals or 
objectives are to reach out 
to young girls and women 
alike who are struggling in 
their walk with God, to edu-

cate them about God or to 
enhance their knowledge of 
God just to name a few. After 
the inception, I have spoken 
to various groups/organiza-
tions and I have been grateful 
to God for those times, spe-
cifically because they helped 
me more spiritual than I 
could ever imagine and al-
lowed me to share His word 
with others.

The third verse of the 2 
chapter of Habakkuk speaks 
boldly to me because I have 
often expressed to Darryl 
and my friend, Tasha, that it 
feels like the ministry is in 
a “holding stall,” and things 
are not moving according to 
plan. Whose plan? My plan 
and oftentimes using selec-
tive memory according to 
what God said in Isaiah 55:8, 
“For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, saith the 
LORD.” 

God basically is saying that 
though it lingers or seems 
like nothing is happening, 
wait for it, don’t give up be-
cause it will certainly come 
and will not be delayed. As 
humans, it is very easy for us 
to get discouraged and want 
to quit and when we do, we 
are saying to God that He 
doesn’t or didn’t know what 
He was doing. Well, let me 
inform you that in the Jen-
kins’ household there are no 
quitters. We may procrasti-
nate from time to time but, 
we don’t quit anything.

After seeing those vers-
es again, Pastor Williams 
brought it even closer to 
home when he said and I 
quote, “the purpose of the 
vision is for you to reflect 
the vision, not the vision to 
reflect you.” Hmm… well, 

I wanted God’s vision to re-
flect my vision and that’s 
not happening. Quoting the 
pastor again, “Vision is not 
about the visionary but all 
about God.” 

I had several things I want-
ed to add to the vision and 
even change a few things. 
Will I ever learn? 

According to Pastor Wil-
liams’ sermon, “A good idea 
is not a God idea. So, after 
God gave me the vision, I 
wrote it on tablets and made 
it plain by getting the minis-
try incorporated, brochures 
and contact cards made. I 
became discouraged and 
even fearful at times because 
I didn’t want the ministry 
to “fail,” and was reminded 
again that there is no failure 
in God. God always equips 
those He calls. 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 
states, “For I know the plans 
I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” 

One aspect of the vision 
God gave to me was reach 
individuals through writing 
and I was like Moses when 
God wanted to use him to de-
liver His chosen people from 
bondage in Egypt. I used ev-
ery excuse I could. When I 
was obedient, I wrote when I 
felt like it and of all people, 
I know that according to 1 
Samuel 15:22 “To obey is 
better than sacrifice.”

Where is all this leading? 
Well, after replaying the pas-
tor’s sermon in my mind, I 
have gone back to my origi-
nal journal that I wrote in 
when God gave me the vi-
sion and I have read it each 
day since Sunday. I have 
been repentant and prayer-

ful about my obedience and 
I now have a willing spirit to 
complete the good work that 
God has given me and called 
me to. 

If God has given you a vi-
sion, I want to give you a few 
footnotes that were taken 
from the pastor’s sermon to 
help you make that vision 
plain:

1. Write the vision down, 
keep it near you and put it 
on display in your life and in 
your prayer closet.

2. Make it plain on tablets. 
Make sure the voice you hear 
is the voice of God, not yours 
or Satan.

3. Be able to run with your 
vision. Remember visions 
are not given to be in compe-
tition with others.

4. Be careful who you en-
trust your vision with. Every-
body is not spiritually pre-
pared to handle your vision.

5. The vision is not about the 
visionary. When they kill the 
visionary, the vision still lives.

As always, be blessed and 
“grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18

Sandra Jenkins is a Chris-
tian and servant of the most 
High God who loves shar-
ing the good news of Jesus 
Christ through speaking and 
/or writing. The Madison 
resident is the founder of Di-
vine Daughters of Destiny, 
Incorporated/ 3D Ministry. 
She and her husband of 23 
years are the parents of two 
children: Darrilyn Alexan-
dria and Matthew Adam. She 
has been a member of Col-
lege Hill M. B. Church for 21 
years. She may be contacted 
by calling 601-201-5176 
or e-mailing sjenks1908@
gmail.com.

For so much talk about “peace 
on earth” at Christmas, you prob-
ably wish you could have more 
of it personally. Even Christmas 
celebrations -at best -only tem-
porarily take our minds off our 
problems. Wouldn’t you like 
more peace of mind untainted 
by guilt, bitterness, or conflict? 

God has a plan for real per-
sonal peace that lasts a life-
time, no matter what your past 
has been or what your present 
problems are. When Jesus was 
miraculously born that first 
Christmas, the plan was set in 
motion. God’s love for you as an 
individual was revealed through 
Jesus Christ’s coming into the 
world, living among people like 
you and me, and His dying on 
the cross then rising from the 
dead. Through Christ’s death 
God offers you forgiveness for 
your sins, and through His resur-
rection the promise of everlast-
ing life.  

Christ died and rose again for 
the whole world, but the only 
way for you to establish a per-
sonal relationship with Him is 
to accept God’s offer of forgive-
ness and everlasting life. God 
can give you a new start. The 
following Bible verses show 
you how. Read each verse and 
believe what it says, for it is the 
Word of God.

“God’s Love Is Revealed” - 
God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting 
life. (John 3:16)

God loves you and all of man-
kind. He wants to bless your life 
and make it full and complete. 
He offers you not only an abun-
dant life here and now, but a life 

which is eternal, like His 
very own life.

“Mankind Is Sinful” - All 
have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

The saying, “We are just hu-
man; nobody is perfect,” is bibli-
cally sound. When we acknowl-
edge this truth, we can see our 
separation from God, for He is 
holy.

“Sin Has a Penalty” - The 
wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

To continue in sin will result 
in spiritual death, which is sepa-
ration from God forever. The al-
ternative is to personally receive 
God’s free gift, which is pardon 
for sin and provision of life ever-
lasting.

“Christ Paid the Penalty” - 
God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
(Romans 5:8)

You may think you must lead 
a “good” life and do charitable 
acts before God will love you. 
This is not so. God loves you 
even in your sin. He sent Christ 
to die in your place and to pay 
the penalty for your sin so that 
you can be reconciled to Him.

“Salvation Is a Free Gift” 
- For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone 
should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8,9)

You may think that you are 
a Christian because you are a 
faithful member of a church or 
have always tried to be a good 
person. But you could never do 
enough to deserve God’s gift. 
Grace means undeserved favor. 
God graciously offers you what 
you could never do for yourself. 
His gift is free - you do not, and 

cannot, work for a gift. All you 
need to do is receive it. Believe 
with all your heart that Jesus 
died for you to provide deliver-
ance from your sins.

“We Must Receive Christ” 
- As many as received Him [Je-
sus Christ], to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His 
name. (John 1:12)

When you accept what He 
has done for you -you become 
a child of God.  Picture Jesus 
standing at the door of your life. 
He is waiting to be received into 
your life.

You can invite Jesus Christ 
into your life right now by pray-
ing to God a prayer like this: 
“Dear God, I know that I am 
a sinner and that I need Your 
forgiveness. I believe that Je-
sus died in my place to pay the 
penalty for my sin and that He 
rose from the dead. I now invite 
Jesus to come into my life as my 
Savior. Thank You for making 
me Your child. Help me learn to 
please You in every part of my 
life.”

“Promises From the Word 
of God” - Whoever calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. (Romans 10:13)

If you just now received Jesus 
Christ by calling upon His name 
in prayer, the following took 
place:

•Your sins were forgiven (Co-
lossians 1:14),

•You became a child of God 
(John 1:12),

•You were made heir to all of 
God’s blessings (Romans 8:16, 
17), and

•You now possess everlasting 
life (1 John 5:11-13).

You became a Christian 
the moment that you received 
Christ. Don’t trust your feelings, 

for they will change. But take 
God at His Word and believe 
His promises. Review the Bible 
verses you’ve just read when-
ever doubts arise. You should 
be able to say with assurance, 
“I have received Jesus Christ, 
and on the authority of God’s 
Word, I have eternal life.” May 
God grant you joy and peace in 
believing. 

It’s not any-
thing I’ve 
done that’s so 
special you 
see

The fruit 
that has 

sprung forth is evidence 
that God found favor in me

It’s not my education or 
who I know or even my 
family name

It’s because God kept me 
close as he sheltered me 
from the stormy rain

It’s not the way I speak 
as I stand before a crowd

It’s not even because I 
choose to carry a smile

For internally a smile is 
just a frown turned upside 
down

But by His grace, I am 
able to stay a while

It’s not my ability to look 
a person in the eye when 
we greet

Or even say yes ma’am 
and yes sir

Although those qualities 
help when we meet

I want you to make no 
mistake about it; I am fa-
vored and in His care

God’s favor has carried 
me away from home and 
back again

His favor has seen me 
through my worst enemy 
which is sin

God’s favor has brought 
me over and seen me 
through

And I want you to know 
that IF you believe, he can 
do the same for you

It’s not how fast you talk 
or how swift you run to 
your mark

It’s not any of those 

things, I’m trying to get 
you to see

As God is our light to 
guide us through the dark

Because of His favor, 
it’ bigger than YOU and 
ME!!!

Be Thankful for His Fa-
vor!

Alvin Christopher 
De’Mond Carter, is a na-
tive of Madison, Miss. He 
is married to KaLandra 
McShelle Carter and they 
are the proud parents of 
three daughters. He is em-
ployed at Tougaloo Col-
lege and is a member of 
Pilgrim Rest M. B. Church 
in Madison, where he re-
cently delivered his first 
sermon. He is now a son 
of the house and under the 
tutelage of Rev. Benjamin 
Canada, pastor of Pilgrim 
Rest. 

For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did 
their own arm save them:  but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light 
of thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them.  (Psalms 44:3)
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guest writer

By Billy Graham 
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By Rev. A.C. Carter  
Guest Poet



College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of December 6

1.Take Me to The King   Tamela Mann featuring Kirk Franklin 
2. Life & Favor (You Don’t Know) John P. Kee and New Life  
3. Awesome    Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago 
4. It’s Not Over    Israel & New Breed featuring James Fortune and Nelson 
5. Hold On     James Fortune & FIYA featuring Monica and Fred Hammond 
6. Shifting The Atmosphere  Jason Nelson     Shifting The Atmosphere 
7. Testimony    Anthony Brown & group therAPy
8. Turning Around For Me   VaShawn Mitchell
9. Let The Church Say Amen  Andrae Crouch Featuring Marvin Sapp     
10. Lay It Down    Troy Sneed 

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM
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Part II : “The Church that 
attracts people to Christ”

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

T h e y ’ r e 
coming to 
Southern Cali-
fornia with a 
truckload of 
southern soul.

And since 
the best ad-
ver t i sement 
is word of 
mouth, some of the com-
ments from fans about the 
“Back Again” CD by The 
Jackson Southernaires seem 
to say it all:

“Every song on the CD 
could be rated number one. 
They are my favorite Gos-
pel [group]…their songs are 
spirit-filled and a blessing to 
me.” Another says, “I love 
listening to The Jackson 
Southernaires…it’s amazing 
how good their music makes 
you feel…”

Although we’ve heard 
The Jackson Southernaires’ 
amazing sound for many 
years, they seem to have 
captured something excit-
ingly new in their latest 
CD which was released two 
years ago. Track number 
five “God Is On My Side” 
is in heavy rotation on Gos-
pel radio programs, and the 
whole eleven-track set is 
drenching with the soul and 
inspiration that we’ve come 
to expect from these gentle-
men of the Gospel. 

Each member of the trio 
- Huey Williams, Maurice 
Surrell, and James Burks 

- has a distinct voice that 
blends harmoniously with 
precision and perfection, 
but it’s lead singer Williams’ 
phenomenal voice that car-
ries the day.

When listening to the re-
flective/meditative songs 
like ’24 Hours,’ and ‘I Need 
You,’ the bouncy ‘Anoth-
er Day,’ or foot-stomping 
songs like ‘He’s Got Me,’ 
‘In My Heart,’ and ‘My Fa-
ther’s House,’ one can easily 
see why The Jackson South-
ernaires remain one of the 
top Gospel recording groups 
in Mississippi, and through-
out the world.

The CD also features a 
wonderful remake of the 
Andre Crouch classic ‘Take 
Me Back.’

On Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013, 
Luisa Productions will pres-
ent the legendary Jackson 
Southernaires in concert 
along with the sensational 
Mo Jessie Stewart and other  
artists at the renowned Re-
dondo Beach Performing 
Arts Center, located at 1935 
Manhattan Beach Blvd., in 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 

The Jackson 
Southernaires 
coming ‘Back Again’ 
to California

Crossroads Church of  God

Sunday Morning 
Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Sch: 10 a.m.

Office Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday
12 p.m. - 5 p.m

Sunday Worship 
Service: 11:15 a.m.
(Fellowship following 
worship service 1st 
Sundays)

Wednesday 
Prayer/Bible 
Study: 7 p.m.

Listen to Pastor Green
‘Presenting the Gospel”

WMGO Radio 1370
Thursday 10 - 10-20 a.m.

231-A John Day Road  •  Off Hwy 16 East  •  Canton, MS 39046 
Church: 601-859-2858  •  Home: 601-667-3626

Pastor & Mrs. Simeon R. Green III
Sharing The Love Of Christ With Others

“For God 
so loved the 
world that He 
gave His only 
begotten Son, 
that whosoever 
believeth in 
Him should not 

perish, but have everlasting 
life.” John 3:16

“That Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to com-
prehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height; and 
to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with 
all the fullness of God.” 
Ephesians 3:17-19

I want you to know and un-
derstand that in the Word of 
God, God is a God of Love. 
Christ loved us while we were 
yet sinners. He gave His life, 
His blood and His body on 
the cross at Calvary. We can 
rest assured today that God is 
the God of love and we need 
to be rooted and grounded in 
love in all that we do and go 
through.

It seems like we’re living 
in a world where there’s a 
lot of hatred and anger. I’m a 
firm believer that God is not 

the author of confusion. In 
Matthew 24:12, “and because 
iniquity shall abound the love 
of many shall wax cold.” 
Sometimes, we begin to look 
at the bad things that are go-
ing on in this world and it 
can make our love grow cold. 
But we need to be rooted and 
grounded in love. 

If we want to act in our 
anger, then we are acting 
like the devil. If we want to 
hate somebody, we can’t be a 
child of God. Second Timo-
thy 3:2, “For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves…” 
We’re living in a day and 
time when everybody wants 
to put themselves first. Christ 
didn’t come to be number 
one. He came to be the least. 
If you have the love of God 
in you, you’ll put everybody 
else before yourself. You’ll 
do unto others as you’d have 
them do unto you.

Our churches and Chris-
tians today need some love. 
There’s nothing better than to 
tell somebody that you love 
them and you’re praying for 
them. God needs to be first 
and everything else needs 
to be last. God loves us and 
wants us to express the love 
that He gives us to others. We 
need to be empowered and 
engulfed with His love.

We need to love Him. 

You’ll find in Matthew 22:37, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord 
Thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind.” If we love 
Him, we ought to show it to 
somebody else. 

People don’t love God like 
they did in the past. If they 
did, they’d love the Lord’s 
house. They’d love the 
Lord’s people and the lost. 
The Word of God says that 
if you love the Lord, you’ll 
keep His commandments 
and the second greatest com-
mandment - Love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.

We need to love the saints. 
Hebrews 13:1 says, “Let 
brotherly love continue.” If 
we’re rooted and grounded 
as one, we should be able to 
come together as one and say, 
“Lord what’s best for your 
church?” John 13:35, “By 
this shall all men know that 
ye are My disciples if you 
have love one to another.” 
First John 4:21 says, “And 
this commandment have we 
from Him, that he who loveth 
God loveth his brother also.” 
It further says, “how can 
you hate your brother whom 
you have seen and love God 
whom you have not seen.”

We need to love the lost 
(sinners). People don’t have 
the desire to reach out to the 

lost anymore. Somebody is 
dying right now from drugs, 
alcohol, murder. Do they 
know Christ? We can’t fall in 
love with what the sinners do 
and how they live their lives, 
but we can fall in love with 
their souls. People are dy-
ing and falling off into hell. 
Why?  Because we are not 
sharing the love of Christ, 
which is the Gospel. 

You can go to the grocery 
store, the mall, library, bar-
ber shop, or to the next door 
neighbor and give a tract (lit-
erature) to someone or lay it 
on a counter (with permis-
sion). 

As a small boy growing up 
in Richmond and Glen Al-
len, Va., my grandfather (the 
late Rev. Simeon R. Green 
Sr.) would often say, “always 
give someone good, Gospel 
literature.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church 
of God in Farmhaven (Can-
ton), Miss. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honor-
ably served in the U.S. Army 
for 20 years. Presently, he 
is a member of the National 
Association of Evangelism 
Church of God Anderson, 
Ind. and serves as vice-chair-
man at the Southeastern As-
sociation of The Church of 
God, Inc.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Larry Buford
eurweb.com

Jackson Southernaires



CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3821

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 
3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested 
in or in any way affected thereby, that SJR, Inc. d/b/a VIP’s Restaurant 
& Lounge (Stephen Robinson) has filed with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a rezoning from C-2 (Limited) 
Commercial District to C-3 (General) Commercial District to allow for 
the operation a general restaurant for property located at  4470 Sunset 
Drive, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and be-
ing more particularly described as:

Lots One (1) and Two (2) of Block A, Milo Park, a subdivision in the City 
of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, according 
to a map or plat thereof which is on file and of record in Plat Book 8, at 
Page 16, in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as part of 
this description

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, 
October 24, 2012 with a recommendation to approve.  The applicant 
has filed an Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The 
Case will be heard at the City Councils Zoning Meeting in the Council 
Chambers, First Floor, City Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, 
Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday, December 17, 2012. 

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of November 2012.

Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

 12/6/12, 12/13/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
ZONING CASE NO. 3815

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
anywise affected thereby, that LEFLEUR EAST FOUNDATION has filed with 
the City Planning Board of the City of Jackson, an application requesting a 
Special Exception to operate the  office of Lefleur East Foundation in the for-
mer Creekmore home in R-1A (Single-Family) Residential District on property 
located at 4658 Old Canton Road., First Judicial District of Hinds County, 
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Tract I
A tract of land located and situated in the Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4) of Sec-
tion 13, Township 6 North, Range 1 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial Dis-
trict of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as 
follows:
Commence at the southeast corner of the said Section 13 and run thence 
south 89 degrees 36 minutes 00 seconds west for a distance of1,232.0 feet 
along the southern line of the said Section 13; run thence north 05 degrees 44 
minutes 30 seconds east for a distance of 708.0 feet along the western line of 
a 16-foot-wide alley and the extension thereof to the POINT OF BEGINNING 
for the parcel herein described; run thence south 05 degrees 44 minutes 30 
seconds west for a distance of 149.79 feet along the said western line of the 
said 16-foot-wide alley; run thence north 83 degrees 50 minutes 17 seconds 
west for a distance of 485.67 feet to an iron pin on the east side of a six-foot-
wide street easement; continue thence north 83 degrees 50 minutes 17 sec-
onds west for a distance of 6.43 feet to a point on the western line of the said 
six-foot-wide street easement and the southwest corner of the parcel herein 
described; run thence north 27 degrees 08 minutes 48 seconds east for a 
distance of 174.70 feet along the western line of the said six-foot-wide street 
easement to the northwest corner of the parcel herein described; run thence 
south 85 degrees 22 minutes 30 seconds east for a distance of 6.50 feet to 
the eastern line of the said six-foot-wide street easement; continue thence 
south 85 degrees 22 minutes 30 seconds east for a distance of 240.02 feet to 
an iron pipe on the western line of Lot 6 of Block “A” of Bellevue Hills, a sub-
division, according to a map or plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 5, at Page 
49, on the land records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County 
at Jackson, Mississippi; run thence south 06 degrees 08 minutes 35 seconds 
west for a distance of 20.0 feet along the western line of the said Lot 6 to the 
southwest corner of the said Lot 6; run thence south 83 degrees 51 minutes 
25 seconds east for a distance of 182.0 feet along the southern line of the said 
Lot 6 to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 1.6828 acres, more or less.

Tract II
A tract of land located and situated in the Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4) of Sec-
tion 13, Township 6 North, Range 1 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial Dis-
trict of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as 
follows:
Commence at the southwest corner of Lot 6 of Block “A” of Bellevue Hills, a 
subdivision,
according to a map or plat thereof recorded in Plat Book 5, at Page 49, on 
the land records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jack-
son, Mississippi, and run thence north 6 degrees 55 minutes 14 seconds 
east along the west boundary of the said Lot 6 for a distance of 20.0 feet; 
run thence north 84 degrees 24 minutes 58 seconds west for a distance of 
17.11 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING for the property herein described; 
continue thence north 84 degrees 24 minutes 58 seconds west for a distance 
of 222.97 feet to the east right-of-way line of Old Canton Road; run thence 
north 30 degrees 19 minutes 26 seconds east along the east right-of-way line 
of Old Canton Road for a distance of 21.97 feet to the southern right- of- way 
line of Fontaine Drive; run thence north 77 degrees 27 minutes east along the 
southern right-of-way line of Fontaine Drive for a distance of 89.63 feet; run 
thence north 70 degrees 50 minutes east along the southern right-of-way line 
of Fontaine Drive for a distance of 70.62 feet; run thence
south 34 degrees 11 minutes 21 seconds east for a distance of 100.75 feet 
to the POINT OF
BEGINNING, containing 0.22 acres, more or less.

The above-described Tract I and Tract II being the same property as that 
conveyed by James H. Creekmore and Meredith W. Creekmore to Lefleur 
East Foundation, a Mississippi non-profit corporation, by that certain Deed 
dated December 8, 2011, and recorded in Book 7126, at Page 2062, on the 
land records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, 
Mississippi.

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 24, 2012 with a recommendation to approve.  The applicant has filed 
an Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board.  The Case will be 
heard at the City Councils Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First 
Floor, City Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., 
on Monday, December 17, 2012. 

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of November 2012.

Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

 12/6/12, 12/13/12
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� BP OIL SPILL CLAIMS! �
ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS

We are currently handling BP Oil Spill Claims. Any Business In
Any Part of Mississippi, Alabama or Louisiana May Qualify.
This Is True Even If You Do Not Think That Any Decrease Of 

Revenue Came From The Oil Spill.
Almost any business could qualify including, but not limited to, farmers, hotels, retail, pro-
fessional, automobile sales/service, medical, dental, golf courses, churches, construction,
non-profits, realtors, funeral homes and nearly any other commercial business.
MANY TIMES THIS COMPENSATION CAN BE SUBSTANTIAL!

Call for more information about these important legal issues:
Mark L. Pearson - Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 3873 • Jackson, MS 39207 • Toll Free: 1-800-627-6822
“Free Background Information Available Upon Request”
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LEGAL

Legal Notice
Mill Street Bridge Repair Project

The City of Jackson intends to employ a consulting engineering firm to provide engi-
neering services utilizing a Cost plus Fixed Fee, Labor Hour/Unit Price or Lump Sum/
Firm Fixed Price contract to provide a structural analysis, preliminary engineering ser-
vices, environmental phase services, right-of-way/easement acquisition, railroad coor-
dination services, and construction engineering and inspection services to rehabilitate 
the Mill Street Bridge structure located on Woodrow Wilson Avenue for Federal Aid 
Project No. TCSP-7281-00(003)LPA/106494-801000, Hinds County.

Consulting engineering firms interested in providing these services may so indicate by 
furnishing the Local Agency seven (7) copies of an Expression of Interest which should 
consist of the following: 

1. A cover letter specifying the name and complete description of project, the name 
of the project manager, and the location and address of the office to be assigned the 
majority of the work;

2. A resume for each principal member, the project manager, and employee(s) of the 
firm anticipated to be assigned to the project.  Also, provide an organizational chart 
and list each person’s experience and qualifications, including proof that the Project 
Manager is licensed as a Mississippi Professional Engineer and that the firm has met 
state licensure and certification requirements*;

3. Proof the firm has attended and received certification through MDOT for the Project 
Development Manual Training for Local Public Agencies.

4. A description of similar type work completed during the past five (5) years which 
qualifies the consultant for this work; the cost and schedule completion (or actual 
completion) of this work.

5. A response containing the information upon which the consultant will be evaluated; 
and,

6. Part II of Standard Form (SF) 330, Architect-Engineer Qualifications.  This Form can 
be obtained at http://sp.gomdot.com/Consulting%20Services/Information/LPA%20
Consulting%20Services%20Information/Boilerplate%20Of%20A%20Consultant%20
Selection%20Legal%20Ad.html
 
The City of Jackson will evaluate the Expressions of Interest based on the following 
factors listed in their relative order of importance: 
 
1. Experience of the firm in performing specific services and experience in preparing 
projects using MDOT’s PDM.
2. Qualifications and experience of staff to be assigned to the project based on re-
quested scope of services.
3. Size of the firm’s professional and technical staff with respect to the capacity to 
provide the needed scope of services.
4. Resume of the firm’s current and completed bridge rehabilitation, restoration, and 
structural repair projects.
5. Experience and qualifications of the structural engineer that will be a member of the 
project team.
6. Local presence of the firm.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to select one (1) consultant or select a short list 
of consultants from whom more information will be required.  The LPA reserves the 
right to reject any and all Proposals, discontinue Contract execution, and/or request 
additional information with any party at any time prior to final Contract execution.

The DBE goal is 0%.
        
To be considered, all replies must be received by 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 8, 2013, 
in the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201.  
All questions related to this Legal Ad shall be submitted in writing and directed to:

Robert Lee, P.E. or Charles Williams Jr., P.E.
City of Jackson Engineering Division
P.O. Box 17
Jackson, MS 39205

Dan Gaillet, P.E.
Director, Department of Public Works 

Sean Perkins
Chief of Staff/
Senior Assistant CAO

 11/29/12, 12/6/12

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY

CITY OF JACkSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City 
of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 18, 2012, for the 
purchase of certain City-owned property, parcel # 425-483 (a vacant lot), located 
at 0 Newman Avenue in Jackson, Mississippi. The City will retain all mineral rights 
it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said 
property. The City must also retain an easement for access to Eubanks Creek for 
the purpose of improvements to the ditch or any related maintenance that may hin-
der the follow of water. For additional information or for a “bid form”, contact Valerie 
Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or vskinner@city.jackson.ms.us 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered 
to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.).  
The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked:  “Newman Avenue Property”, 
along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid.  
Bids will be opened on Tuesday, December 18, 2012, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

11/29/12, 12/6/12, 12/13/12

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm

LEGAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3823

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 
3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested 
in or in any way affected thereby, that Godwin Offiah has filed with the 
Planning Board  for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a 
rezoning from C-2 (Limited) Commercial District to C-3 (General) Com-
mercial District to allow for the reopening of a previous existing skating 
rink and the operation of a community resource and neighborhood cen-
ter for property located at  2851 McFadden Road, in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly de-
scribed as:

Southwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of aforesaid Section 18 and also 
said iron bar marks the Northeast corner of McDowell Homes Subdivi-
sion as recorded in Plat Book 11 atPage 17 in the office of the Chan-
cery Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi. and run South 00 degrees 27 
minutes West, along the eastern boundary of said McDowell Homes 
Subdivision, 632.70 feet to the northern right of way line of McDowell 
Road, as it is now (August, 1981) muse; run thence South 89 degrees 
39 minutes East, along said northern right .of way line, 201.00 feet to 
the Southwest comer of the Phil lips Oil Company property as recorded 
in Deed Book 19,94 at Page 13 in the aforesaid office of the Chancery 
Clerk; run thence North 00 degrees 21 minutes East, along the western 
boundary of said Phillips Oil Company property, 96.66 feet to an “X*1 
cut in a concrete wall marking the Northwest comer of said Phillips Oil 
Company property; run thence North 77 degrees 16 minutes East along 
me northern boundary of said Phillips Oil Company property, 115.82 feet 
to an “X” cut in a concrete wall in the western right of way line ofMcFad-
denRoad, as it is now (August, 1.981) in use, run thence North 12 de-
grees 44 minutes West, along said western right of way line, 830,77 feet 
to an iron bar marking the intersection of said western right of way line 
ofMcFadden Road with the southern right of way line of Joanne Drive, as 
it is now (August 1981) in use; run thence North 89 degrees 22 minutes 
West along said southern right of way line, 348.92 feet to an “X” cut in & 
brick comer post marking the Northeast comer of the Castlewood Arms, 
me. property as recorded in Deed Book 1810 at Page 27 in the aforesaid 
office of the

Chancery Clerk; run Ihence South 00 degrees 27 minutes West, along 
me eastern boundary of said Castlewood Anns, Inc. property, 300.00 feet 
to an iron bar in the northern boundary of aforesaid McDowell Homes 
Subdivision; run thence South 89 degrees 22 minutes East, along said 
northern boundary 224.79 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, contain-
ing 6.22 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Boards Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, December 19, 2012, at which time all parties interested 
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning 
Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Admin-
istrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning 
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visu-
ally/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 19th day of November 2012.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/22/12, 12/6/12



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

KITCHEN CREWS NEEDED OFF-
SHORE in the Oil and Gas Industry. Entry
level positions start at $710-$810 per
week. Sign up now for training today.
CALL 850-424-2601.

CLASS A TEAMS. Are you looking for a
guarantee? Are you wanting to drive new
equipment? Do you need a position with
benefits? If you answered yes to the above
questions, then read on: We offer:
Guaranteed minimum salary, 5 paid hol-
idays, health benefits, vacation, incentive
package. Teams need: 1 year verifiable
OTR within last 3, double endorsement,
above average MVR. NO felony convic-
tions ever. No DUI/DWI in last 5 years,
one (1) lifetime. 877-349-9303, ext. 103.

DRIVER - $0.01 INCREASE PER MILE
after 6 months and 12 months! Choose
your hometime. $0.03 Quarterly Bonus.
Requires 3 months recent experience.
800-414-9569. www.driveknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A NO GIMMICKS! Just
great pay, miles, hometime and benefits.
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solos start
at 36¢/mile. 1 year experience required.
800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or 7307.
www.TotalMS.com
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

WRAP UP YOUR HOLIDAY SHOP-
PING with 100 percent guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door OMAHA STEAKS.
SAVE 68% PLUS 2 FREE GIFTS - 26 gour-
met favorites only $49.99. ORDER today,
1-888-713-1754, use code 45102DAE
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/os23.

20 ACRES FREE! Buy 40-Get 60 Acres.
$0-Down, $168/month. Money Back
Guarantee. NO CREDIT CHECKS!
Beautiful Views. Roads Surveyed. Near El
Paso, Texas. 1-800-843-7537. www.sun-
setranches.com

DIVORCE with or without Children
$99. Includes name change and proper-
ty   settlement agreement. SAVE hun-
dreds.   Fast and easy.
Call 1-888-733-7165  24/7. 
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings up to 90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call Today 888-695-6148 for $25.00 off
your first prescription and free shipping. 
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

A u c t i o n s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

R e a l  E s t a t e

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of December 2, 2012

UPCOMING
AUCTION
December 15, 2012 
9 AM Jackson, MS

*Absolute Auction of  surplus and 
salvage equipment from:

 Deviney Construction Co.
SELLING: Dozers, Backhoes, 

Excavators, Bucket trucks, Rayco 
Forrestry Machines, Trailers, Trucks,
Tractors, Boring Rigs, Cable plows,

Trenchers, Chippers, and more!
Thomas Auction & Real Estate Co., Inc.

Tony R. Thomas MS Lic. #180
662-289-7800 office
662-417-8906 Tony

601-214-1868 Patrick
www.thomasauction.net

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

(956) 718-6350
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

Place Your Classified Ad 
In Over

100 Newspapers.
One Call, One Order,

One Check!
Call your local 

newspaper or MS
Press

601-981-3060

Dec2_MCAN
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Winter Contractor’s

AUCTION

MARTIN & MARTIN AUCTIONEERS, INC.

Call 601-450-6200
For More Information

WWW.MMAOFMS.COM
Jeff Martin MSAL #1255Detailed Info and Photos Available on our website.

Saturday, Dec. 8 - 10am
Brooklyn (Hattiesburg), MS 39425

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Trucks, Trailers, 
Construction 
Equipment, 

Farm Equipment, 
Related Items 

and Much More!
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Trucks, Trailers, 
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Martin & Martin

2x4
12/2/2012

3.556x4     48 Web
Martin & Martin

2x4
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3.33x4    46 Web
Martin & Martin

2x4
12/2/2012

*ALERT*
If you are a

SANDBLASTER

You May Be Entitled 
To Compensation!

or have worked in the sandblasting field and are
experiencing shortness of breath, chronic cough
or have been diagnosed with cancer or silicosis,

Grenfell, Sledge & Stevens, PLLC
Jackson, MS

More information available upon request.

CALL 1-800-556-6770

*ALERT*
If you are a

SANDBLASTER

You May Be Entitled 
To Compensation!

or have worked in the sandblasting field and are
experiencing shortness of breath, chronic cough
or have been diagnosed with cancer or silicosis,

Grenfell, Sledge & Stevens, PLLC
Jackson, MS

More information available upon request.

CALL 1-800-556-6770

*ALERT*
If you are a

SANDBLASTER

You May Be Entitled 
To Compensation!

or have worked in the sandblasting field and are
experiencing shortness of breath, chronic cough
or have been diagnosed with cancer or silicosis,

Grenfell, Sledge & Stevens, PLLC
Jackson, MS

More information available upon request.

CALL 1-800-556-6770
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2x4
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2x4
12/2/2012

3.33x4    46 Web
Grenfell, Sledge, Stevens

2x4
12/2/2012

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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MPS
2x2

3.556x2
48 Web

MPS
2x2

3.33x2
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MPS
2x2

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Provine keeps Forest Hill 
winless with game winning shot

Forest Hill boys team is strug-
gling for their first win. But when 
you watch them play, that’s hard to 
believe. They play hard, they hustle, 
and they play defense. It’s just cer-
tain moments in the game where 
they make a bad decision or two and 
it ends up costing them a win.

Tuesday evening, Dec. 4, they 
played undefeated Provine at For-
est Hill. Just like most of the season, 
they battled. They answered every 
Provine run with a run of their own. 

Provine started the fouth quarter 
with a 7 point lead. Two minutes 

later, Forest Hill had taken a two 
point lead, mainly on the three point 
shooting of Nigel Bradley. Provine 
had trouble containing Bradley most 
of the night.

With under a minute to go in the 
game, Provine was passing the ball 
around trying to run out the clock.  
They made one bad pass and Brad-
ley picked it up and raced to the goal 
tying the game up at 50 with 16 sec-
onds left in the game. Forest Hill Pa-
triots fans went wild. Could this be 
the game? Provine calls a timeout. 
Coming out of the timeout, Provine 
passed the ball around for a few sec-
onds and then gave it to sophomore 

D’Angelo West, with under 7 sec-
onds on the clock. Crowds for both 
teams are screaming. West gathers 
himself and drives the lane, the de-
fense collapses so he has to turn his 
body at an angle to get the shot up. 
The basket is good and he’s fouled. 

Provine fans erupted while For-
est Hill fans dropped their heads. 
West misses the free throw, but with 
two seconds and having to drive the 
length of the court, Forest Hill at-
tempts a shot from the other side of 
the court and misses as the buzzer 
sounds. Another heart breaking loss.  

Provine wins 52 to 50 and re-
mains undefeated.  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

Nigel Bradley was hot from three point range

William Brown drives the lane

D’Angelo West hitting game winning shot
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This Ad Prepared By UniWorld Group, Inc.

* EPA-estimated 47 city/47 hwy/47 combined mpg. Actual mileage will vary. Class is Midsize Hybrid Sedans vs. 2012/2013 competitors.

 © 2012 Ford Motor Company

Rise
Introducing the totally redesigned 2013 Ford FUSION

When your goal is to break through, you’ve got to start from the 

ground up. The totally redesigned 2013 Ford FUSION is America’s 

most fuel-effi cient midsized sedan.* An undeniable vision of design, 

innovation and performance. A brand-new Ford for a brand-new you.

ford.com/brandnew



Book Review:
“The LosT 
ChRisTmas GifT”
ByandRew BeCkham  
  C.2012, PRinCeTon aRChiTeCTuRaL PRess 
   $$29.95 / $34.95 Canada  •  40 PaGes

This Christmas, you’ll find 
lots of surprises beneath your 
tree.

Some of them, of course, will 
arrive from Santa. Others will 
come in the mail from grandma 
or a favorite aunt who lives far 
away. Then there are the berib-
boned packages that somehow 
manage to sneak under the tree, 
courtesy of someone special.

Emerson Johansson never 
expected a gift, especially not 
something sent decades ago. 
But in the new book “The Lost 
Christmas Gift” by Andrew 
Beckham, he received a box 
full of memories….

Two days before Christmas, 
a box arrived at Johansson’s 
house. It was wrapped in paper 
that was old and fragile, and he 
was surprised to see his father’s 
handwriting on the outside. His 
dad had been dead for years.

During World War II, his fa-
ther worked as a cartographer 
in France and, judging by the 
postmarks, Johansson knew 
that was where the box came 
from, some 70-odd years ago. 
He wondered where it had been 
all this time. And with excite-
ment, he wondered what was 
inside.

When he opened the box, 
he found a book and memo-
ries came flooding back. It had 
been a special father-son out-
ing, the kind that boys eager-
ly anticipate each year. They 
had set out to find the perfect 
Christmas tree; Johansson had 
taken his new camera to mark 
the occasion and a flask of hot 
coffee to keep them warm. 

It was a good thing, too, be-
cause the clouds rolled in about 
noon that day and it snowed 
very hard. Soon, Johannson 
and his father were lost and 
knew they’d have to spend 
a cold night in a hastily-dug 
snow shelter.

Before they could huddle 
down for the night, Johannson 
saw something in the woods: 
it was a small man who car-
ried twigs and he took a pic-
ture. Then they saw another 
man through the trees who left 
some coal. The gifts were just 
enough to get them through the 
cold night. 

As he looked through the 
book his father had made for 
him all those years ago, he was 
amazed. His pictures - the ones 
he thought were missing - were 
in the book, along with draw-
ings his father made.

Drawings made with love. 
Pictures with Christmas magic 
behind them…. Okay, I have 
to admit that author Andrew 
Beckham had me there for a 
minute.

In his brief introduction to 
“The Lost Christmas Gift,” he 
said that he’s known “Emerson 
Johansson for years,” which 
starts this delightful story off 
on just the right note. 

From there, we’re treated 
to a book-within-a-book and 
side-by-side, across the years 
comments about a special 
day shared and the incredible 
things that happened. 

I’m not going to give you 
one more hint here, except to 
say that if you’re not a believer 
in holiday enchantment now, 
you will be when you’re done 
reading this tale. 

This Christmas, start a 
brand-new tradition by read-
ing this exquisitely illustrated, 
wonderfully told story together 
with your family. 

For you and for them, “The 
Lost Christmas Gift” is the per-
fect holiday find.

By Kam Williams
Book Reviewer
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www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:

Wendy Williams is a fiery 
woman who tells it like she sees 
it. But rightfully so, because 
she’s quite blunt about her own 
life.

The talk show host tells In 
Touch that she’s no perfect wom-
an with a squeaky clean past.

In fact, it took her a long time 
and hard work to overcome a 10-
year addiction to cocaine she de-
veloped in her 20s.

“I was in deep,” Wendy said. 
“I wish I hadn’t put my life in 
jeopardy, but I have no regrets 
because it’s made me who I am 
today. And I’m proud of me.”

When she started in the busi-
ness as a radio DJ, life became a 
big party with lots of drugs, per-
fect for a feeble mind and young 
spirit, she explained.

“I was a functioning addict. 
I’d work from 3 in the afternoon 
until 7 at night, get off and par-
ty until 7 in the morning - then 
sleep until 2, go to the radio sta-
tion and do it all over again,” 
Wendy admitted.

People around her knew she 

had a problem but never had the 
guts to bring it up. But it wasn’t 
all for naught.

Kevin Hunter, the man she’s 
been married to for 15 years, 
swept her off her feet and saved 
her life from the shadows of 
hopelessness and death.

“I never had [a breaking point]. 
Right around my 30th birthday, I 
met my [future] husband,” she 
said. “The habit was not break-

ing me, so I could’ve gone on 
and on, except I was falling in 
love with this guy.”

Eventually, she took a differ-
ent turn and found the will power 
to wean herself off drugs.

At the end of the day, Williams 
found success with the help of 
her husband and is thankful she’s 
gone through what she has.

She now looks back and says 
she is grateful for the present.

Wendy Williams and husband Kevin Hunter

eurweb.com

Wendy Williams says her 
husband helped free her of 
cocaine addiction
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DECEMBER 5 - 11, 2012

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

FRESH

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$169

FRESH

FRYER
WINGS
FAMILY  PACK,  POUND

$200
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$699

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS 
SHOULDER  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$329

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$259

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$289

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH  FRYER

THIGHS  OR  
DRUMSTICKS 

PER  LB.

$129

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

2/$5
PURE  CANE

DOMINO
SUGAR

4  LB.  BAG

2/$5
COKE  PRODUCTS

20  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

$599

2X  LIQUID  PUREX  LAUNDRY

DETERGENT
50  OZ.  BTL.

2/$4

ASSORTED FLAVORS

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  
ICE CREAM  

&  SHERBERT 
56  OZ.

2/$4
PILLSBURY  CINNAMON  &  CRESCENT

ROLLS
4 - 5  CT.. ................................... 

5/$5
COFFEEMATE  COFFEE

CREAMER
16  OZ. ......................................

$200

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SOUR

CREAM
24  OZ. ......................................

$200

BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINK
APPLE,  ORANGE,  GRAPE, 59  OZ. ..........

$100

GREEN  GIANT

CORN  ON  COB
NIBBLERS
6  CT. ........................................

$167

LEAN,  CROISSANT  &

HOT  POCKETS
2  CT. .......................................

2/$4
PILLSBURY

TOASTER  STRUDEL
&  SCRAMBLES
9.8 - 11.5  OZ. ...............................

$200

piggly wiggly

GOLDEN  RIPE

FRESH  BANANAS
POUNDS

2/$1
FLORIDA

NAVEL   ORANGES
&  TANGELOS

EACH

3/$1
CRISP

GREEN  CABBAGE
POUND

3/$1
NATURE'S

GREENS
MUSTARD,  COLLARD,  TURNIP, 16  OZ.

2/$4
FRESH

RED  OR  RUSSET
POTATOES

4  LB.  BAG

2/$3

WASHINGTON  GROWN

GOLD,  RED  DELICIOUS,  
FUJI  APPLES

PER  LB.

$100

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low PricesThe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


