
At a press conference 
called by the Commissioner 
of Higher Education, Dr. 
Hank M. Bounds, it was 
made official that “Alcorn 
State University president 
Dr. M. Christopher Brown 
II stepped down from office 
Thursday, Dec. 19, 2013.” 
Bounds gave no reason for 
Brown’s resignation.

Brown served as president 
from January 2011 up to his 
resignation.

Bounds also announced 
that Dr. Norris Edney, for-
mer interim president of Al-
corn State University, will 
begin serving as acting pres-
ident of the institution ef-
fective immediately. Edney 
served as interim president 
of the university from Feb-
ruary 2010 to January 2011, 
prior to the appointment of 
Brown.

According to Bounds, 
“Bob Owens, president of 
The Mississippi Board of 
Trustees of State Institutions 
of Higher Learning, will ap-
point a Board Search Com-
mittee to begin a national 
search for the next president 
in the very near future.”

Bounds added, “Alcorn 
State University is a strong 

institution that does 
an excellent job of 
serving our state. 
The university plays 
a vital role in our 
university system, 
and I want to assure 
the faculty, staff, 
students and alumni 
that the Board is 
committed to mov-
ing quickly to begin 
the search process.” 

Edney currently 
serves as the interim 
dean of the School 
of Nursing, which is 
located on Alcorn’s 
Natchez Campus. 
“I look forward to 
leading Alcorn dur-
ing this important time,” Ed-
ney said in a released state-
ment. “Having spent most 
of my professional career at 
Alcorn, I welcome any op-
portunity to serve this insti-
tution, which I hold so close 
to my heart.”

Edney has served in a va-
riety of roles at Alcorn State 
University, beginning as bi-
ology instructor in 1963 and 
working his way up to senior 
leadership positions. He has 
served as dean of graduate 
studies, dean of the School 
of Arts and Sciences and 
chairman of the department 

of biology.
In addition, he served as 

president of the Southwest-
ern Athletic Conference 
(SWAC) from 1979 until 
1984. He has also served as 
president of the Natchez-Ad-
ams County School Board.

Edney holds an associate 
degree from Natchez Junior 
College, an undergradu-
ate degree in biology from 
Tougaloo College, a Mas-
ter’s degree in biology from 
Antioch College in Yellow 
Springs, Colo., and a doc-
torate in conservation from 
Michigan State University.

New Hope Missionary Bap-
tist Church (Wed., Dec. 18) and 
College Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church (Sat., Dec. 21) were among 
the religious establishments par-
ticipated in the historic ringing of 
the bell for the Salvation Army’s 

Christmas Kettle.
The “kettle tradition” started in 

1891 in San Francisco, Calif., by 
Captain Joseph McFee, a Salvation 
Army officer. McFee pledged to 
provide free Christmas dinners to 
San Francisco’s poor.

He borrowed the idea of the 
kettle from his days as a sailor in 

Liverpool, England, where a large 
“Simpson’s Pot” took in donations 
from passersby. His first campaign 
with the kettle was titled “Keep the 
Pot Boiling” and drew to it persons 
who would put in donations.

The annual kettle campaign be-
gins with Thanksgiving and runs 
through Christmas Day.

Edney

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church members ring bells at Salvation Army Kettle at the Clinton Wal-
green’s: left to right, Isaiah Rush, Dekala Hood, Salvation Army representative Sherida Burse, and Ariel 
Griffin. PHOTO BY DAPHNE HIGGINS

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church members ring the bell and sing carols at Kroger’s on I-55: students 
Dylan Stewart, Pariss Smoot, Anna Buckley, Alexandria Williams, Ralph Arrington, Alisa Hill, Elizabeth Wil-
liams, Erin Dorsey, Jonathan Buckley, Marqiel Thompson and National Honor Society sponsor Jacqueline 
Turner. PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
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Merry Christmas
. . . and a Happy New Year

Christmas scenery at Jackson’s City Hall                                  PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
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Jackson Medical Mall Foundation 
Annual Christmas Parade 2013
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The Mississippi Link would 
like to take this opportunity to 

wish each of you a 
Merry Christmas!

We are totally committed
to the community we serve

and thankful to our readers,
advertisers and subscribers for

supporting our publication.

Be Safe and Blessed throughout this Holiday Season!

The Mississippi Link 
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CHRISTMAS COMMENTARIES

Lights have 
been strung 
across house 
rooftops, Christ-
mas trees have 
been put in win-
dows so they are 

visible for display, and an im-
mense amount of shopping has 
been done. The time has finally 
come to celebrate one of the most 
popular holidays of the year: 
Christmas. 

However, with the commer-
cialization of Christmas, the true 
meaning of this holiday is often-
times lost. 

Christmas started as a way for 
Christians to celebrate the date 
that marks the birth of their Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. Hence the name, 
CHRISTmas. Christmas was also 
intended to be a time for families 
to come together, share traditions, 
and celebrate the birth of Christ. 

Erinne Scott, a freshman at 
Tougaloo College, shared her 

Christmas experience as a child. 
“I grew up as an only child and 
I was brought up in church, so I 
knew the meaning of Christmas.

“Though I got pretty much 
whatever gifts I wanted, Christ-
mas was still about Christ. Christ-
mas now means the same to me, 
but a lot of parents don’t teach 
their children the real meaning of 
Christmas and it is no longer the 
same.”

Americans all over the world 
share a similar experience as Er-
inne. Christmas has turned from 
a celebration to a commercializa-
tion. Some would even consider 
the commercialization of a holi-
day such as Christmas a sacrilege. 

When the TODAY show in-
terviewed approximately 6,000 
moms in 2010, 70.2 percent of 
them admitted to using Santa as a 
bribe to get their children to be-
have around the holiday season. 
Something is apparently wrong.

The spirit of Christmas has got-
ten lost in the obsession of giving 
elaborate gifts and the most popu-

lar fictionalized character known 
as Santa Clause. This Christmas, 
however, will be different.

This is not to suggest that gifts 
will not be given or children do 
not know who Santa Clause is, 
but rather the true meaning of 
Christmas will begin to resurface.

I am a witness that there are 
families across the United States 
making daily strides to ensure that 
the real reason of this holiday is 
not lost - moms who refuse to go 
Black Friday shopping to fight 
over the newest Baby Alive toy or  
dads who refuse to stand in long 
lines to wrestle over the newest 
pair of Jordan’s.

Families are coming together, 
enjoying one another and not al-
lowing the commercialization of 
Christmas to ruin this season’s in-
tended spirit. If this Christmas is 
to be different, what will be done 
in your household to ensure that 
the true spirit of Christ is present?

Rae’Jean Spears is a freshman 
at Tougaloo College majoring in 
mass communications.

Although it might sound trite, 
banal and even commonplace, 
Christmas soars as a unique 
celebration on the communica-
tion scholar Marshall Mcluhan’s 
evolving global village.

It is a magnificent feast and 
celebration like few others in the 
world. Its magnitude, popularity, 
symbolism and indeed complex-
ity is inspiring. Christmas towers 
on fame’s pinnacle with little or 
no comparison. Christmas tradi-
tions: carols, church services, gift 
giving - in short - the celebration 
in its diverse formats is awesome.

Hyped, commercialized, in-
stitutionalized and occasionally 
distorted, Christmas shines as a 
spectacular season folks globally 
cherish. Myriad motives: reli-
gious, economic, political and so-
cio-cultural also spur celebrants.

Rooted in the birth of Christ, 
the Messiah to Christians, the 
significance of his advent and 
second coming is not only re-
vered but has been elevated to a 
special podium. Yes, it is the feast 
of feasts. As the Bible eloquently 
states, “Behold, a virgin shall be 
with a child, and they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, which be-
ing interpreted is, God with us.” 
-Matt. 1-23

Fervent Christians thus wel-

come Christmas not solely with 
the joy of party mongers, but also  
affirm their faithful conviction 
and belief that Christ is the King, 
Savior and Redeemer that proph-
ets Moses, David, Abraham and 
John the Baptist foretold, begins 
his symbolic and to some extent, 
real earthly journey during this 
season.

Ardent Christians thus embrace 
Christmas with largesse of spirit, 
holiness of heart, mind and soul 
when they reenact the birth of 
Christ, hence, Christ’s Mass, the 
etymology of that word, magni-
fies and captures the essence.

Many do not only abide by 
the religious rituals and rites of 
the season but further embrace it 
with uncanny devotion and unbri-
dled dedication. To many, Christ 
comes and his advent deserves a 
standing ovation.

Capitalizing on the festive aura 
that surrounds this religious event, 
business executives and traders of 
all stripes and colors across the 
globe use and abuse Christmas. 
While some boost the religious 
ideals of giving and sharing, oth-
ers exploit it for greedy profit 
maximization purposes. 

Yes, religious leaders over the 
centuries, and more so today, 
among other things, positioned 
Christmas as a propitious time 
for charitable and philanthropic 

gestures. Astute business people 
promote the sales of all types of 
goods and services through the 
Christmas brand.

Since Christmas co-incidences 
with the year’s end, it also marks 
new beginnings. Many people 
utilize Christmas as a time and 
benchmark for reflection, renew-
al, resurgence and regeneration. 
Christmas meetings, parties, ga-
las, reunions, concerts and myriad 
celebrations are featured during 
this period.

Whichever way individuals and 
groups make use of the Christmas 
season is laudable as long as it 
does not target harming others. 
Consequently, activities sched-
uled during Christmas across the 
globe deserve not only encour-
agement, but also support in any 
possible and positive way. 

Whatever you do at Christmas, 
keep the magnificent spirit and 
motif alive and accept our best 
wishes for the season. Enjoy your 
festival. Pray, play, rest, relax, eat, 
drink and make merry. Above all, 
let love, respect, consideration for 
others and solidarity serve you 
during this momentous era. That 
was and is the essence of Christ’s 
second coming.

Merry Christmas, blessed 
Kwanza, joyous Hanukah and 
cheerful New Year. Happy and 
hearty Holidays.

The Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King 
Jr. wrote in 1967: 
“The Christmas 
hope for peace 
and goodwill to-
ward all men can 

no longer be dismissed as a kind 
of pious dream of some utopian. 
If we don’t have goodwill toward 
men in this world, we will de-
stroy ourselves by the misuse of 
our own instruments and our own 
power.

“Wisdom born of experience 
should tell us that war is obsolete. 
We must either learn to live to-
gether as brothers or we are going 
to perish together as fools.”

In an age of bureaucracy, over 
criminalization and militarized 
police, it often seems as if no 
good deed goes unpunished. 

Indeed, Charles Dickens im-
mortalized the money-loving, 
Christmas-hating, bah-hum-
buggiest of humbugs, Ebenezer 
Scrooge, in his classic “A Christ-
mas Carol.” 

And the world has always been 
plagued by Scrooges who are so 
single-minded in their pursuit of 
money, power and control, that 
they exhibit few qualms about 
stamping out acts of kindness, 
compassion and true charity 
when they arise. 

Still, we must press on, de-
spite the Scrooges of the world. 
So how do we make the world a 
better place in the face of weap-
onized drones, far-reaching sur-
veillance and a government that 
with every passing day is coming 
to resemble authoritarian regimes 
of old?

Throwing money at the prob-
lems won’t fix them, and wishing 
them away won’t work. Indeed, 
I’ve seen enough of the world in 
my time on this planet to know 
that wishing is not enough. We 
need to be doing. 

As much as I long for an end 
to war, poverty, hunger, violence 
and disease in my lifetime, mil-
lions continue to die every year, 
casualties of a world that places 
greater value on war machines 
and profit margins than human 
life.

While it’s not possible to solve 
all of the world’s problems right 
away, there are practical steps 
each of us can take to hopefully 
get things moving in the right di-
rection. Here’s what I would sug-
gest for a start:

Move beyond the “us” vs. 
“them” mentality. Increasingly, 
we as a society have come to re-
flect the hostility at work in the 
world at large. Having astutely 
mastered the art of partisan poli-
tics, politicians frequently perpet-
uate a “good” versus “evil,” “us” 
versus “them” rhetoric which pits 
citizen against citizen and keeps 
us fighting among ourselves, 

while the politicians feed at the 
corporate trough. 

Instead of wasting time and 
resources on political infighting, 
which gets us nowhere, it’s time 
Americans learned to work to-
gether to solve the problems be-
fore us. The best place to start is 
in your own communities; neigh-
bor to neighbor. After all, at the 
end of the day, it makes no dif-
ference what politician you voted 
for - Republican, Democrat or 
otherwise - politics will never be 
the answer.

Tune into what’s happening in 
your family, in your community 
and your world, and get active. 
Read your local newspaper. At-
tend a school board or city coun-
cil meeting. Get involved with a 
nonprofit that works to help oth-
ers in your community. 

Whatever you do, reduce your 
intake of mindless television pro-
grams and entertainment news. 
The only reality programming 
worth taking notice of is the one 
playing in your home and com-
munity. 

That said, although the police 
state looms large, we can still 
fight back most effectively by 
thinking nationally, acting locally 
and most important of all, being 
vocal in objecting to militarized 
police, drones, SWAT team raids 
and government surveillance.

Show compassion to those in 
need, be kind to those around you, 
forgive those who have wronged 
you, and teach your children to 
do the same. Increasingly, people 
seem to be forgetting their p’s 
and q’s - basic manners that were 
drilled into older generations. 

I’m talking about simple 
things like holding a door open 
for someone, helping someone 
stranded on the side of the road, 
and saying “please” and “thank 
you” to those who do you a ser-
vice - whether it be to the teenag-
er bagging your groceries or the 
family member who just passed 
the potatoes. 

As author Robert Heinlein ob-
served, “A dying culture invari-
ably exhibits personal rudeness. 
Bad manners. Lack of consider-
ation for others in minor matters.”

Stop acting entitled and start 
being empowered. We have 
moved into the age of entitle-
ment, where more and more peo-
ple feel entitled to certain benefits 
without having to work for them. 
There’s nothing wrong with help-
ing those less fortunate, but as my 
parents taught me, there’s a lot to 
be said for an honest day’s work.

Learn tolerance in the true 
sense of the word. There’s 
no need to legislate tolerance 
through hate crime legislation 
and other politically correct 
mechanisms of compliance. 

True tolerance stems from a 
basic respect for one’s fellow 
man or woman, and it should be 
taught to children from the time 

they can understand right from 
wrong.

Value your family. The tradi-
tional family, such that it is, is al-
ready in great disrepair, torn apart 
by divorce, infidelity, oversched-
uling, overwork, materialism, 
and an absence of spirituality. 

Despite the billions we spend 
on childcare, toys, clothes, pri-
vate lessons, etc., a concern for 
our children no longer seems to 
be a prime factor in how we live 
our lives. And now we are begin-
ning to see the blowback from 
collapsing familial relationships.

Indeed, more and more, I hear 
about young people refusing to 
talk to their parents, grandpar-
ents being denied access to their 
grandchildren, and older individ-
uals left to molder away in nurs-
ing homes. Yet without the fam-
ily, the true building block of our 
nation, there can be no freedom.

Feed the hungry, shelter the 
homeless and comfort the lonely 
and broken-hearted. Volunteer at 
a soup kitchen. Take part in lo-
cal food drives. Take a meal to a 
needy family. “Adopt” an elderly 
person at a nursing home.

Support the creation of local 
homeless shelters in your com-
munity. Urge your churches, syn-
agogues and mosques to act as 
rotating thermal shelters for the 
homeless during the cold winter 
months.

Give peace a chance. So far, 
America’s global war machine 
has cost American taxpayers tril-
lions of dollars, and that doesn’t 
even begin to approach the hu-
man cost in lives lost - military 
and civilian - and families torn 
apart. 

The military industrial com-
plex has a lot to gain financially 
so long as America continues 
to wage its wars at home and 
abroad, but you can be sure that 
the American people will lose 
everything unless we find some 
way to give peace a chance. We 
can start by bringing our men and 
women in uniform home.

Get educated. As I illustrated 
in my book A Government of 
Wolves: The Emerging Ameri-
can Police State, most Americans 
know little about their rights and 
know even less about the fast-ap-
proaching police state. Education 
precedes action, and as I often 
say, freedom is an action word.

Start somewhere, anywhere 
- just start. It’s not possible to 
solve all the world’s problems 
single-handedly, nor do you have 
to solve them overnight. Little 
by little, you’ll get there, but you 
have to start somewhere. It is up 
to each of us to do our part to 
make this a better world for all.

As Charles Dickens reminds 
us in A Christmas Carol, it’s nev-
er too late to make things right 
in the world and try to be better 
people and, most importantly of 
all, pay your blessings forward. 
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Sorry Santa, this 
Christmas isn’t about you!

Enjoy Christmas’ 
grandeur and splendor
Let love, respect, giving and sharing exalt your festivity

A Christmas to-do 
list for a better world

By Rae’Jean Spears
Freshman, Tougaloo College

By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob 
Special to The Mississippi Link

By John W. Whitehead 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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MOSCOW - In a surprise 
decision, President Vladi-
mir Putin announced Dec. 19 
that jailed former oil tycoon 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky will 
be pardoned, a move that will 
see his top foe and Russia’s 
onetime richest man freed after 
more than a decade in prison.

The development, along 
with an amnesty for two jailed 
members of the Pussy Riot 
punk band and the 30-member 
crew of a Greenpeace protest 
ship, appeared aimed at eas-
ing international criticism of 
Russia’s human rights record 
ahead of February’s Winter 
Olympics in Sochi, Putin’s pet 
project.

Putin waited until just after 
his tightly choreographed an-
nual news conference to make 
the announcement, dropping 
the biggest news of the day af-
ter journalists had already pep-
pered him with questions in a 
four-hour marathon.

Putin said the 50-year-old 
Khodorkovsky, who was set to 
be released next August, had 
submitted an appeal for par-
don, something he had refused 
to do before.

“He has spent more than 10 
years behind bars. It’s a tough 
punishment,” Putin said. “He’s 
citing humanitarian aspects 
- his mother is ill. A decree 
to pardon him will be signed 
shortly.”

The head of the Kremlin’s 

United Russia 
faction said he 
expects Khodor-
kovsky to cel-
ebrate the New 
Year at home with 
his family.

K h o d o r -
kovsky’s son, 
Pavel, tweeted: 
“Very happy 
news. Waiting to speak with 
my father to learn more.”

Putin’s announcement “came 
as a big surprise for me, to-
tally out of the blue,” Khodor-
kovsky’s mother, Maria, told 
RT television.

“We are old people, and we 
are waiting, hoping to live to 
the moment when we can em-
brace him,” his father, Boris, 
said in remarks posted on the 
Slon.ru online newspaper.

Analysts viewed the deci-
sion as a clever step ahead of 
the Sochi Olympics.

In October 2003, masked 
commandos stormed into 
Khodorkovsky’s jet on the tar-
mac of a Siberian airport and 
arrested him at gunpoint. He 
was found guilty of tax eva-
sion in 2005 and convicted of 
embezzlement in a second case 
in 2010.

Critics have dismissed the 
charges against Khodorkovsky 
as a Kremlin vendetta for chal-
lenging Putin’s power. During 
Putin’s first term as president, 
the oil tycoon angered the 
Kremlin by funding opposition 
parties and also was believed 
to harbor personal political 

ambitions.
At the time of his arrest, 

Khodorkovsky was estimated 
to have a fortune of around $15 
billion but it’s not clear what is 
left. Khodorkovsky’s oil com-
pany, Yukos, was once Russia’s 
largest but it was dismantled 
after his arrest, its most lucra-
tive assets ending up in the 
hands of the state-owned com-
pany Rosneft.

Asked about former NSA 
contractor Edward Snowden, 
whom Russia has granted asy-
lum, Putin insisted that Mos-
cow isn’t controlling him and 
hasn’t tried to learn his secrets.

He argued that any revela-
tions published by Snowden 
must have come from materi-
als he provided to journalists 
before landing in Russia. He 
reaffirmed that Moscow made 
providing refuge to Snowden 
conditional on halting what 
Putin called his anti-American 
activities.

Putin said he hasn’t met with 
Snowden and insisted that Rus-
sian security agencies haven’t 
worked with him or questioned 
him about NSA activities 
against Russia.

Target is grappling with a data 
security nightmare that threatens 
to drive off holiday shoppers dur-
ing the company’s busiest time of 
year.

The nation’s second largest dis-
counter said Dec. 19 that data con-
nected to about 40 million credit 
and debit card accounts was stolen 
as part of a breach that began over 
the Thanksgiving weekend.

The data theft marks the second 
largest credit card breach in the 
U.S. after retailer TJX Cos. an-
nounced in 2007 that at least 45.7 
million credit and debit card users 
were exposed to credit card fraud.

Target’s acknowledgement 
came a day after news reports sur-
faced that the discounter was in-
vestigating a breach.

The chain said customers who 
made purchases by swiping their 
cards at terminals in its U.S. stores 
between Nov. 27 and Dec. 15 may 
have had their accounts exposed. 
The stolen data includes customer 
names, credit and debit card num-
bers, card expiration dates and the 
three-digit security codes located 
on the backs of cards.

The data breach did not affect 
online purchases, the company 
said.

The stolen information included 
Target store brand cards and major 
card brands such as Visa and Mas-
terCard.

The Minneapolis company, 
which has 1,797 stores in the U.S. 
and 124 in Canada, said it immedi-
ately told authorities and financial 
institutions once it became aware 
of the breach on Dec. 15. The com-
pany is teaming with a third-party 
forensics firm to investigate and 
prevent future breaches.

The breach is the latest in a se-
ries of technology crises for Tar-
get. The company faced tough 
criticism in late 2011 after it 
drummed up hype around its of-
ferings from Italian designer Mis-
soni only to see its website crash. 
The site was down most of the day 
the designer’s collection launched. 

The company angered customers 
further with numerous online de-
lays for products and even order 
cancellations.

But the credit card breach poses 
an even more serious problem for 
Target and threatens to scare away 
shoppers who worry about the 
safety of their personal data.

“A data breach is of itself a 
huge reputational issue,” said Jer-
emy Robinson-Leon, a principal at 
Group Gordon, a corporate and cri-
sis public relations firm. He noted 
that Target needs to send the mes-
sage that it’s rectifying the prob-
lem and working with customers 
to answer questions. He believes 
Target should have acknowledged 
the problem on Wednesday rather 
than waiting until early Thursday.

“This is close to the worst time 
to have it happen,” Robinson-Leon 
said. “If I am a Target customer, I 
think I would be much more likely 
to go to a competitor over the next 
few days, rather than risk the po-
tential to have my information be 
compromised.”

Target advised customers on 
Thursday to check their statements 
carefully. Those who see suspi-
cious charges on the cards should 
report it to their credit card com-
panies and call Target at 866-852-
8680. Cases of identity theft can 
also be reported to law enforce-
ment or the Federal Trade Com-
mission.

“Target’s first priority is pre-
serving the trust of our guests and 
we have moved swiftly to address 

this issue, so guests can shop with 
confidence. We regret any incon-
venience this may cause,” Chair-
man, President and CEO Gregg 
Steinhafel said in a statement Dec. 
19.

The company said during its 
earnings call in November that 
as of October some 20 percent of 
store customers have the Target 
branded cards. In fact, households 
that activate a Target-branded card 
have increased their spending at 
the store by about 50 percent on 
average, the company said.

“This is how Target is getting 
more customers in the stores,” said 
Brian Sozzi, CEO and chief equi-
ties strategist. “It’s telling people 
to use the card. It’s been a big win. 
If they lose that trust, that person 
goes to Wal-Mart.”

Even if Target shoppers haven’t 
noticed suspicious activity on 
their credit card accounts, a Target 
spokeswoman said, “we encour-
age everyone to be vigilant.”

Target hasn’t disclosed exactly 
how the data breach occurred, but 
said it has fixed the problem and 
credit card holders can continue 
shopping at its stores.

“The fact this breach can hap-
pen with all of their security in 
place is really alarming,” said Avi-
vah Litan, a security analyst with 
Gartner Research.

Litan noted that companies like 
Target spend millions of dollars 
each year on credit card security 
measures. Given the company’s 
heavy security, Litan said she be-
lieves the theft may have been an 
inside job.

TJX Cos., which runs stores 
such as T.J. Maxx and Marshall’s, 
had a breach that began in July 
2005 that exposed at least 45.7 
million credit and debit cards to 
possible fraud. The breach wasn’t 
detected until December 2006. 
In June 2009 TJX agreed to pay 
$9.75 million in a settlement with 
multiple states related to the mas-
sive data theft but stressed at the 
time that it firmly believed it did 
not violate any consumer protec-
tion or data security laws.

NATIONAL

LOS ANGELES - “Duck Dy-
nasty” patriarch Phil Robertson 
- suspended from the series indefi-
nitely after making disparaging re-
marks about gays - is getting some 
support from key followers.

Sarah Palin posted a picture on 
her Facebook page of her with the 
reality show clan with the mes-
sage, “Free Speech is an endan-
gered species.” And Louisiana 
Gov. Bobby Jindal also lamented 
the suspension on free speech 
terms.

“It’s a messed-up situation when 
Miley Cyrus gets a laugh, and Phil 
Robertson gets suspended,” said 
the governor in a statement. A&E 
announced Dec. 18 what it called 
a “hiatus” for Robertson, 67, after 
he disparaged gays in the January 
edition of GQ magazine. He also 
said that, growing up in Louisi-
ana before the Civil Rights move-
ment, he never saw mistreatment 
of blacks.

In a statement, A&E said it 
was extremely disappointed to 
see Robertson’s anti-gay remarks, 
which it said were based on his 
personal beliefs and do not re-
flect those of A&E Networks or 
the show. A&E Networks, a joint 
venture of The Walt Disney Co. 
and Hearst Corp., called itself a 
supporter of the lesbian and gay 
community.

The channel’s move was lauded 
by the gay and lesbian media ad-
vocacy group GLAAD, which had 
quickly condemned Robertson’s 
comments.

“What’s clear is that such hate-

ful anti-gay comments are unac-
ceptable to fans, viewers, and 
networks alike,” said GLAAD 
spokesman Wilson Cruz. Robert-
son’s removal “has sent a strong 
message that discrimination is nei-
ther a Christian nor an American 
value.”

Robertson and his extended 
family became wealthy manufac-
turing duck calls and were turned 
into TV and pop culture stars by 
“Duck Dynasty,” which has set 
cable ratings records for a non-
fiction series. Several family 
members appeared in this year’s 
Macy’s Thanksgiving parade.

In his GQ interview, Robertson 
was asked his definition of sinful 
behavior.

“Start with homosexual behav-
ior and just morph out from there,” 
such as bestiality, he said.

GQ said he then paraphrases a 
biblical reference: “Don’t be de-
ceived. Neither the adulterers, the 
idolaters, the male prostitutes, the 
homosexual offenders, the greedy, 
the drunkards, the slanderers, the 
swindlers - they won’t inherit the 

kingdom of God. Don’t deceive 
yourself. It’s not right.”

He may be in some previously 
taped scenes when the show re-
turns Jan. 15 for its fifth season, a 
network spokesman said.

Robertson did respond to initial 
criticism of his GQ remarks.

“I myself am a product of the 
60s who indulged in sex and drugs 
until hitting bottom and accept-
ing Jesus as his savior, he said in 
a statement. Although his mission 
is to teach people that men and 
women are meant to be together, 
Robertson said he “would never 
treat anyone with disrespect” be-
cause they are different.

In the interview, he also said that 
in his Louisiana youth he picked 
cotton with African-Americans 
and never saw “the mistreatment 
of any black person. Not once.”

“We’re going across the field.... 
They’re singing and happy. I never 
heard one of them, one black per-
son, say, “I tell you what: These 
doggone white people’ - not a 
word!” Robertson told the maga-
zine.

Patriarch off ‘duck dynasty’ 
after gay comments

Putin to pardon jailed 
tycoon Khodorkovsky

Target: 40M card
accounts may be breached

WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama on Dec. 19 com-
muted the sentences of eight 
people he said were serving un-
duly harsh drug sentences in the 
most expansive use yet of his 
power to free inmates.

All eight were sentenced un-
der old federal guidelines that 
treated convictions for crack 
cocaine offenses harsher than 
those involving the powder 
form of the drug. Obama also 
pardoned 13 others for various 
crimes.

The president signed the Fair 
Sentencing Act in 2010 to cut 
penalties for crack cocaine of-
fenses in order to reduce the 
disparity. But the act addressed 
only new cases, not old ones.

Obama said those whose 
sentences he commuted have 
served at least 15 years in 
prison, many under mandatory 
minimums that required judges 
to impose long sentences even 
if they didn’t think the time fit 
the crime.

“If they had been sentenced 
under the current law, many of 
them would have already served 
their time and paid their debt to 
society,” Obama said in a writ-
ten statement. “Instead, because 
of a disparity in the law that is 
now recognized as unjust, they 
remain in prison, separated from 
their families and their commu-
nities, at a cost of millions of 
taxpayer dollars each year.”

In the previous five years of 
his presidency, Obama had only 
commuted one drug sentence 
and pardoned 39 people. A par-
don forgives a crime and wipes 
out the conviction, typically af-
ter the sentence has been served. 
A commutation leaves the con-
viction but ends the punishment.

Groups that advocate for pris-
oners have criticized Obama 
for being stingy with his power. 
George W. Bush granted 189 
petitions for pardon and 11 for 
clemency, while Bill Clinton 

granted 396 for pardon and 61 
for clemency. White House of-
ficials said Obama had only ap-
proved a single clemency peti-
tion among more than 8,000 
received because it’s the only 
one that had been given a posi-
tive recommendation by the 
Justice Department.

According to one senior 
Obama aide, the president 
expressed frustration that he 
wasn’t receiving more positive 
recommendations. So White 
House counselor Kathryn 
Ruemmler approached Justice’s 
Office of the Pardon Attorney 
early this year and asked them 
to take a hard look at the clem-
ency petitions filed by convicts 
for any that might have merit, 
given the change in the drug 
sentencing law.

The Office of the Pardon At-
torney responded this fall by 
presenting the White House 
with 21 recommendations for 
pardons and clemency. Ruem-
mler oversaw an independent 
analysis and turned over de-
tailed memos on the cases to 
the president, who signed off 
on them all, according to White 
House officials.

The old sentencing guidelines 
subjected tens of thousands 
of blacks to long prison terms 
for crack cocaine convictions 
while giving far more lenient 
sentences to those caught with 
powder who were more likely 
to be white. It was enacted in 
1986 when crack cocaine use 
was rampant and considered a 
particularly violent drug. Under 
that law, a person convicted of 
possessing five grams of crack 
cocaine got the same manda-
tory prison term as someone 
with 500 grams - 100 times - of 
powder cocaine. The Fair Sen-
tencing Act reduced the ratio 
to about 18-1 and eliminated a 
five-year mandatory minimum 
for first-time possession of 
crack.

Ethan Nadelmann, execu-

tive director of the Drug Policy 
Alliance, called on Obama do 
to more. “Kudos to President 
Obama for commuting these 
eight people, but shame on the 
president for not commuting 
many more. With over 100,000 
people still in federal prison on 
nonviolent drug charges, clearly 
thousands more are deserving of 
the same freedom,” he said.

White House officials said 
he doesn’t believe that clem-
ency can be a solution on a large 
scale, because it’s such a time 
intensive process and there are 
thousands of federal inmates 
affected. The Obama adminis-
tration wants to make the Fair 
Sentencing Act retroactive, and 
the president called on Congress 
to act in the new year.

“Commuting the sentences 
of these eight Americans is an 
important step toward restoring 
fundamental ideals of justice 
and fairness,” Obama said. “But 
it must not be the last. In the new 
year, lawmakers should act on 
the kinds of bipartisan sentenc-
ing reform measures already 
working their way through Con-
gress. Together, we must ensure 
that our taxpayer dollars are 
spent wisely, and that our justice 
system keeps its basic promise 
of equal treatment for all.”

In August, Attorney General 
Eric Holder announced a major 
shift in federal sentencing poli-
cies, targeting long mandatory 
terms that he said have flooded 
the nation’s prisons with low-
level drug offenders and divert-
ed crime-fighting dollars that 
could be far better spent.

As a first step, Holder has in-
structed federal prosecutors to 
stop charging many nonviolent 
drug defendants with offenses 
that carry mandatory minimum 
sentences. His next step will be 
working with a bipartisan group 
in Congress to give judges 
greater discretion in sentencing.

Associated Press writer Pete 
Yost contributed to this report.

Obama commutes sentences 
for eight drug convictions

Khodorkovsky

By Holbrook Mohr
The Associated Press
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This 2012 photo released by A&E shows, from left, Phil Robertson, Jase 
Robertson, Si Robertson and Willie Robertson from the A&E series, 
“Duck Dynasty.” AP PHoTo/A&E, ZAcH DILgARD



New Stage Theatre visited Poin-
dexter Elementary to bring a clas-
sic children’s story to life. Actors 
from the theatre performed a mod-
ern adaptation of “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes.” The New Stage cast 
engaged the students in the play, 
even allowing volunteers to act in 
the performance.

Students relished playing parts 
that were key to tricking the Em-
peror. They formed the imaginary 
loom, and they played the court-
iers who held the Emperor’s train 
and presented the cloth “that only 
smart people can see.”

Poindexter Elementary embrac-
es the arts in education. The school 
has its own Thespian troupe, which 
enjoyed talking to and posing for 

pictures with the professionals 
from New Stage. Ironically, the 
Poindexter troupe was scheduled 
to perform for the PTA meeting 
that same day.

New Stage Theatre is a profes-
sional not-for-profit theatre. Its 
Arts-in-Education program trav-

els throughout the state. A panel 
discussion between the actors and 
the students follows each per-
formance. Students get a unique 
learning opportunity through this 
exchange. They explore the litera-
ture, the themes of the play, and the 
experience of acting.

Susan Bender’s biology stu-
dents at Jim Hill High School 
look forward to their visits by 
medical students from Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center (UMMC). The high 
school students often wear 
scrubs, as a show of their en-
gagement, on days when the 
medical students are sched-
uled for a visit.

During a recent class, the 
medical students gave a les-
son about mutations and can-
cer. They enhance the subject 
matter using a show-and-tell 
format.

“So far this year, we have 

had three visits from UMMC 
students to Jim Hill’s SOAR 
(Student Oriented Academic 
Research) students,” said 
Bender. “The high school 
students look forward to and 
actively take part in presenta-
tions by the medical students. 
This program provides not 
only information to the high 
school students, but also moti-
vation and encouragement for 
those seeking to pursue health 
related careers.”

According to Bender, 2012 
was the first year of the pro-
gram. The medical students 
made 21 visits to science 
classes at the school. Their 

lessons ranged from the polio 
epidemic and its cure to the 
anatomy of the human kidney. 
The high school students got a 
chance to examine a real hu-
man kidney.

Homerun is the program 
that pairs the medical stu-
dents with science classes 
in Jackson Public Schools. 
It began as a partnership be-
tween UMMC, the Mississip-
pi Department of Education’s 
Office of Safe and Healthy 
Schools, JPS and Jim Hill 
High School. UMMC’s M2s 
(year two medical students) 
are the heart to the program’s 
success.

New Stage presents ‘The 
Emperor’s New Clothes’ at 
Poindexter Elementary

UMMC program brings 
med students to enhance 
science classes in JPS

Second-year medical students (far left) Logan Turner and Mikey Arceo with students from Susan Bender’s (far right) 
biology class at Jim Hill High School

Cast members pose with Poindexter’s own Thespian troupe after the performance. 
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Serenty, Clintoria, Henry, and Summer are part of the imaginary loom 
used by the clothmakers who tricked the emperor.
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Medora McNair of Bran-
don, who describes herself as 
“22 times 2,” said getting her 
associate degree in nursing at 
Hinds Community College 
Thursday was “a long time in 
coming.”

The 44-year-old wife and 
mother, whose daughter is a 
pre-law student at Mississippi 
College, had one degree as a 
certified nursing assistant and 
decided to return to become 
a nurse. Having two college 
students in the household at 
the same time made life inter-
esting, she said.

“I guess it was just my 
time,” said McNair, who 
plans to return to her former 
employer, Premier Medical 
Group in Jackson. “I’ve al-
ways wanted to do it.”

Nearly 800 Hinds students 
graduated Thursday and Fri-
day, Dec. 19, 20, in a series of 
four ceremonies on the Ray-
mond Campus.

Hinds President Dr. Clyde 
Muse said those are record 
numbers for a fall ceremony. 
“We are pleased with the 
fact that we are continuing to 
graduate more students each 
year,” he said.

Of those, a little more than 
500 chose to participate in 
a ceremony. Twenty-eight 
graduates have perfect 4.0 
grade point averages for sum-
ma cum laude, 63 have 3.60 
to 3.99 grade point averages, 
magna cum laude and 160 
have 3.20 to 3.59 grade point 
averages, cum laude.

“Only you can define your 

success,” said Charlotte Du-
pre’, chief executive officer 
for Central Mississippi Medi-
cal Center in Jackson, who 
spoke Thursday to gradu-
ates of Hinds Community 
College’s nursing and allied 
health programs.

Dupre’ quizzed her staff 
members about what she 
should tell the nursing and 
allied health graduates about 
post-graduation and came up 
with a 12-point message.

Those included learning 
how to handle difficult pa-
tients and family members, 
looking profes-
sional, learn-
ing compassion 
and empathy.

“It is a never-
ending story. 
As we continue 
to grow our ser-
vices, we learn 
new methods 
and gain new 
experiences,” 
she said.

Jane Flowers, 
Wo r k - B a s e d 
Learning co-
ordinator at 
Hinds’ Vicks-
b u r g - Wa r r e n 
Campus as well 
as the faculty 
honoree for 
the legislative 
HEADWAE program in Feb-
ruary, was the speaker Dec. 
20 for students whose last 
names begin with A to J at 
10 a.m. and those whose last 
names begin with K to Z at 2 
p.m.

Hinds CC graduates nursing, 
allied health students 
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Gale Lott of Jackson, left, gets ready for the Dec. 19 graduation ceremony 
at Hinds Community College with the help of practical nursing instructor 
Priscilla Burks.

Shulondra Stokes of Greenwood celebrates her Dec. 19 graduation from 
Hinds Community College with a degree in practical nursing with her son, 
William Dickson.

Robert Willingham of Byram, center, received his degree in practical nurs-
ing from Hinds Community College Dec. 19. Celebrating with him are his 
daughter, Ariel Willingham, left, and cousin Donald Smith, right.

Practical nursing graduates at Hinds Community College Dec. 19 include, front from left, 
Patricia Snow, Portia Porter, Shamra Montgomery and Detrice Chambers; back, Veronica 
Henry, all of Jackson.

Jonathan Jones of Jackson graduated from Hinds Community College 
Dec. 19 with an associate degree in nursing.

“Guess what? I graduated today!” That’s what Corey Jackson, 7, said as 
he put on the mortarboard of his aunt CamBre Golden of Jackson, who 
received a practical nursing degree from Hinds Community College Dec. 
19. Golden is holding Corey’s sister, Layla Jackson, six months.

Practical nursing graduates at Hinds Community College Dec. 19 include 
Lindsay Guy of Byram, Quentin Gates of Shubuta, Lynzie Anne Cox of 
Flowood. Standing: Chelsi DeShun Archie of Brandon, Shaina Autry of 
Brandon and Katie Guan of Flowood

Samantha Waugh, left, of Jackson and Ann McMillan, right, of Yazoo City 
received degrees in health care assisting. Hinds Community College 
health care assisting program chairman, Elinda Hagan, center.

Retired Utica Campus career-technical dean Jesse Killingsworth was the 
grand marshal and mace bearer for the Dec. 19-20 graduation ceremonies 
at Hinds Community College.

Jessica Brown of Byram and Billy Shue of Brandon graduated from Hinds 
Community College Dec. 19 with an associate degree in nursing.

Tikeshay Fleming of Natchez and Kayla Bailey of Brandon graduated from 
Hinds Community College Dec. 19 with an associate degree in nursing.



NEW YORK - Take anoth-
er look at that food label. An 
ingredient or two may have 
vanished.

As Americans pay closer 
attention to what they eat, 
food and beverage compa-
nies are learning that unfa-
miliar ingredients can invite 
criticism from online peti-
tions and bloggers. The risk 
of damaging publicity has 
proven serious enough that 
some manufacturers have re-
formulated top-selling prod-
ucts to remove mysterious, 
unpronounceable compo-
nents that could draw suspi-
cion.

Earlier this year, for ex-
ample, PepsiCo Inc. said it 
would stop using brominated 
vegetable oil in Gatorade and 
find a another way to evenly 
distribute color in the sports 
drink. Last year, Starbucks 
said it would stop using a 
red dye made of crushed 
bugs based on comments it 
received “through a variety 
of means,” including an on-
line petition, and switch to a 
tomato-based extract. Kraft 
Foods plans to replace artifi-
cial dyes with colors derived 
from natural spices in select 
varieties of its macaroni and 
cheese, a nod to the feedback 
it’s hearing from parents.

Ali Dibadj, a Bernstein 
analyst who covers the pack-
aged food and beverage 
industry, said the changes 
reflect a shift from “democ-
ratization to activism” by 
consumers.

“It used to be that people 
would just decide not to buy 
the product. Now they’re ac-
tually agitating for change,” 
Dibadj said. “There’s a bull-
horn - which is the Internet - 
so you can get a lot of people 
involved very quickly.”

Companies stand by the 
safety of their old recipes. 
Although they don’t typical-
ly provide details on produc-
tion decisions, their reasons 
for using certain ingredients 
can include cost and manu-
facturing efficiencies.

Still, food and beverage 
makers can be sensitive about 
broadcasting any changes. 
Chick-fil-A, for instance, 
has been removing artificial 
dyes and high-fructose corn 
syrup from its dressings and 
sauces. The Atlanta-based 
chain is also testing a “clean 
ingredient bun” but has not 
alerted customers.

“The reason companies 
don’t publicize it is that they 
don’t want to bring attention 
to these ingredients. They 
want to slowly start to re-
move them until they’re all 
gone,” said Vani Hari, who 
runs the site FoodBabe.com 
and has pressured companies 
to remove artificial dyes and 
other ingredients.

There are no numbers 
tracking how many compa-
nies are reformulating prod-
ucts in response to consumer 
demand. But even if recipe 
changes aren’t in direct re-
sponse to petitions or blogs, 
executives understand that 
ingredients can become a li-
ability once they fall out of 
favor with the public.

High-fructose corn syrup, 
for example, has gained a 
negative image in recent 
years and has been blamed 
for fueling bad eating hab-
its. The Center for Science in 
the Public Interest, a health 
advocacy group, said the 
sweetener is no more harm-
ful than ordinary sugar in 
large amounts. But Kroger 
Co. decided to remove it 
from store-brand cereals 
following surveys with con-
sumers in 2011.

The supermarket chain 
isn’t alone. Over the past 
decade, the use of high-fruc-
tose corn syrup in packaged 
foods and drinks has fallen 
18 percent to 6.1 million 
tons last year, according to 
market researcher Euromon-
itor International.

The latest moves to swap 
out ingredients underscore 
the growing sway consum-
ers have through sites such 
as Change.org, which lets 
people post petitions.

In the past, a customer 

complaint about an ingredi-
ent may have been addressed 
with a boilerplate letter from 
corporate headquarters. But 
now people can go online 
to share their concerns with 
thousands of like-minded in-
dividuals.

John Boeheim, of New 
York’s Hudson Valley, said 
he avoids a number of ingre-
dients, including the artifi-
cial sweetener aspartame and 
a red dye, in part because of 
what he’s read on blogs and 
social media.

“We’ve taught our kids to 
look at the labels, to look at 
the ingredients,” Boeheim 
said.

Companies are paying at-
tention too. Chick-fil-A said 
it will continue to improve 
ingredients to keep up with 
changing tastes and even in-
vited Hari to spend the day 
at its headquarters sharing 
her concerns.

Not all companies are 
making changes, at least not 
right away. The Mississippi 
teenager who called for the 
removal of brominated veg-
etable oil in Gatorade, for 
instance, is now taking aim 
at Coca-Cola’s Powerade, 
which also contains the in-
gredient in select varieties. 
Sarah Kavanagh’s petition 
had more than 57,000 sup-
porters.

In a statement, Coca-Cola 
noted that all its ingredients 
comply with regulations. But 
the company also said it is 
“always looking for ways to 
evolve” its formulas.

Another petition that asks 
Mars Inc. to remove artifi-
cial colors from M&Ms had 
more than 141,000 signa-
tures. In an emailed state-
ment, the privately held 
company stressed the safety 
of its ingredients.

Although it has not an-
nounced any changes, the 
company noted that it con-
tinues to explore the use of 
naturally sourced colors and 
that it is “constantly evaluat-
ing” its ingredients based on 
a variety of factors, includ-
ing consumer preference.

BEIJING - Chinese authori-
ties said Dec. 18 that a 73-year-
old Chinese woman died after 
being infected with a bird flu 
strain that had sickened a hu-
man for the first time, a devel-
opment that the World Health 
Organization called “worri-
some.”

China’s Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention con-
firmed the woman in the city 
of Nanchang had been infected 
by the H10N8 bird flu virus, a 
strain that had not previously 
been found in people, the Ji-
angxi province health depart-
ment said on its website.

This is the second new bird 
flu strain to emerge in humans 
this year in China. In late 
March, the H7N9 bird flu virus 
broke out, infecting 140 people 
and killing 45, almost all of 
them on the mainland. The out-
break was controlled after the 
country closed many of its live 

animal markets - scientists had 
assumed the virus was infecting 
people through exposure to live 
birds.

Timothy O’Leary, spokes-
man for the World Health Or-
ganization’s regional office in 
Manila, said WHO officials 
were working closely with 
Chinese authorities to better 
understand the new virus. He 
said though its source remains 
unknown, birds are known to 
carry it and it would not be sur-
prising if another human case 
was detected.

“It’s worrisome any time a 
disease jumps the species bar-
rier from animals to humans. 
That said, the case is under in-
vestigation (by Chinese author-
ities) and there’s no evidence of 
human-to-human transmission 
yet,” O’Leary said by phone.

In the new case, the Jiangxi 
health department said the 
woman had severe pneumonia 
before dying Dec. 6 in a hospi-
tal in Nanchang.

She had suffered high blood 
pressure, heart disease and oth-
er underlying health problems 
that lowered her immunity, the 
health department said. Her 
medical history showed that 
she had been in contact with 
live poultry.

The health department said 
“no abnormalities” have been 
found in people who had close 
contact with her. It did not say 
if they had been tested or quar-
antined, though China has in 
previous outbreaks taken those 
measures.

Experts are cautious when it 
comes to bird flu viruses infect-
ing humans. They have been 
closely watching the H5N1 bird 
flu virus, which has killed 384 
people worldwide since 2003. 
The virus remains hard to catch 
with most human infections 
linked to contact with infected 
poultry, but scientists fear it 
could mutate and spread rap-
idly among people, potentially 
sparking a pandemic.

NEW YORK - Can an ex-
perimental drug developed 
to treat epilepsy block the 
AIDS virus?

A preliminary lab study 
suggests it’s possible, and 

researchers are eager to try 
it in people.

Scientists experimented 
with the drug after uncov-
ering details of how they 
believe HIV cripples the 
immune system to bring on 
AIDS.

When tested in human tis-
sues in the laboratory, the 
drug “works beautifully” to 
prevent HIV from destroy-
ing key cells of the immune 
system, said Dr. Warner 
Greene of the Gladstone 
Institutes in San Francisco. 

Those results appear in a 
paper by Greene and oth-
ers published online Dec. 
19 by the journal Nature.

In that work, and a com-
panion study published in 
Science, Greene and col-
leagues focus on how HIV 
kills vital CD4 cells of the 
disease-fighting immune 
system.

Researchers have long 
known it infects some 
CD4 cells and turns them 
into virus-producing fac-
tories, killing them in 
the process. But far more 
cells die without undergo-
ing that transformation. 
What is going on in these 
“bystander”CD4 cells?

The new work provides 
evidence that HIV enters 
these cells but fails to 
produce a full-blown in-
fection, and in response 
the cells trigger a lethal 
attack on themselves by 
the immune system.

It’s “more of a suicide 
than a murder,” Greene 
said. “I believe this is the 
major mechanism through 
which CD4 cells are de-
pleted, which is the hall-

CHICAGO - Many older 
adults with high blood pres-
sure can be treated less aggres-
sively, which could mean tak-
ing fewer pills to get it under 
control, according to new treat-
ment guidelines from an expert 
panel. But not all experts are on 
board with the advice - includ-
ing the federal agency that ap-
pointed the group.

Panel members stressed that 
they are not changing the defi-
nition of high blood pressure: 
140 over 90. For adults aged 60 
and older, they are recommend-
ing a higher treatment thresh-
old, prescribing medicine only 
when blood pressure levels 
reach 150 over 90 or higher.

Too aggressive blood pres-
sure treatment can cause faint-
ing and falls in older patients, 

or bad interactions with drugs 
they’re already taking for other 
illnesses, panel members said.

The panel does endorse the 
lower target of 140 over 90 
for younger adults - and for all 
adults who also have diabetes 
or kidney disease.

The guidelines released Dec. 
18 are based on a review of the 
most rigorous kind of medical 
research - studies in which pa-
tients are randomly prescribed 
drugs or dummy pills - pub-
lished since the last update in 
2003. The research suggests 
older patients can avoid ma-
jor health problems like heart 
attacks, strokes and kidney 
disease even when their blood 
pressure is above the current 
recommended level, the panel 
said.

For many patients, two or 
three drugs - or more - are need-

ed to bring their blood pressure 
down. Many older adults could 
probably reduce their doses, or 
take fewer drugs, to reach the 
new, less strict target, said Dr. 
Paul James, a panel member 
and family medicine specialist-
researcher at the University of 
Iowa.

While the guidelines were 
updated by a government-ap-
pointed panel, they don’t have 
the government’s endorsement 
like previous versions. The 
panel completed its work ear-
lier this year, around the same 
time that the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute an-
nounced that it was getting 
out of the guidelines business 
and turning the job over to the 
American Heart Association 
and American College of Car-
diology. Updated guidelines 
from those medical groups are 

expected in late 2014.
In the meantime, the heart 

association is raising concerns 
about the new recommenda-
tions, saying that many studies 
they are based on didn’t last 
long enough to reveal dangers 
of undertreated high blood 
pressure in older patients. The 
panel also overlooked other 
evidence suggesting the 2003 
government-backed recom-
mendations are sound, said Dr. 
Elliott Antman, the heart as-
sociation’s president-elect. He 
noted that his group last month 
published a treatment formula 
that echoes the 2003 advice.

Dr. Gary Gibbons, the fed-
eral agency’s director, issued 
a statement Dec. 18 empha-
sizing that his agency has not 
sanctioned the panel’s report, 
nor has the broader National 
Institutes of Health. While not-

ing that the panel decided not 
to collaborate with the heart 
groups’ efforts, Gibbons said 
his agency would work with 
those groups “to transition” the 
panel’s evidence review into 
their update. His statement did 
not address whether the agency 
opposes all the panel’s recom-
mendations.

James said panel members 
chose to release their guide-
lines independently to get the 
recommendations out sooner 
and into the hands of primary 
care doctors, who treat large 
numbers of patients with high 
blood pressure. The guidelines 
were published online in the 
Journal of the American Medi-
cal Association.

Dr. Curtis Rimmerman, a 
Cleveland Clinic cardiologist, 
called the guidelines “exceed-
ingly important” given the 

prevalence of high blood pres-
sure, which affects about 1 in 3 
U.S. adults, or 68 million.

Whether many doctors im-
mediately adopt the advice 
“remains to be seen,” he said. 
Rimmerman predicted that 
some will continue to push to 
get older patients’ blood pres-
sure lower than the new rec-
ommendation, especially those 
with previous strokes or heart 
problems.

The panel said their guide-
lines are simply recommenda-
tions, and that doctors should 
make treatment decisions based 
on patients’ individual circum-
stances.

The experts emphasized that 
everyone with high blood pres-
sure can benefit from a healthy 
diet, regular exercise and 
weight control, which all can 
help lower blood pressure.

HEALTH

Higher blood pressure threshold ok in older adults
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As food labels get closer 
look, ingredients vanish

China says woman died 
from bird flu new to humans

Drug blocks HIV in lab 
study, human tests planned

By Gillian Wong 
Associated Press

By Malcolm Ritter
Ap Science Writer

By Lindsey Tanner  
AP Medical Writer

By Candice Choi 
AP Food Industry Writer

   Oral cavity cancer involves the 
structures of the mouth such as the 
tongue, buccal mucosa, and the palate. 
these cancers frequently presents as 
ulcers that do not heal properly.  they 
sometime present with dental symptoms 
such as ill-fitting dentures that previously 
fitted well.  leukoplakia is a change 
seen inside the mouth of patients that 
can later develop oral cavity carcinoma.  
this lesion is an abnormal white plaque 
or patch of tissue in the mouth that is a 
precancerous lesion that occasionally 
develops into squamous cell carcinoma.  
i think that it is important for the patient 
to learn this information, because many 
physicians have problems identifying 
this cancer.  a survey of physicians 
revealed that most physicians felt that it 
was important to do a good examination 
of the oral cavity, but less than one fifth 
stated that they routinely did so.  early 
cancers have a very good prognosis.  
therefore, early detection is very 

important and patients at risk should 
be proactive and examine themselves 
regularly.

   if leukoplakia (white patch or plaque), 
non-healing ulcers, or other dental issues 
are noted, you should see your physician 
for evaluation. the most import risk 
factors for this type of cancers is tobacco 
and alcohol use. people frequently do 
not think as much about smokeless 
tobacco. however, this is a major risk 
factor for oral cavity cancers, and the use 
of alcohol is multiplicative, and increases 
with amount. changing life style habits 
is the most important thing that can be 
done to prevent this disease.  We offer 
state-of-the-art diagnostic and treatment 
modalities at the mississippi cancer 
institute. We are right here where you 
need us at 1501 aston avenue, mccomb, 
ms.  if you need consultation, please call 
us at 601-249-5510. “Going Further, so 
you Don’t have to.”

Oral cavity carcinoma

mark of AIDS.”
The epilepsy drug, which 

is not on the market, blocks 
an enzyme that the research 
identified as playing a key 
role in that immune system 
attack.

Prior studies of the drug 
in people show it is safe, 
Greene said. So the re-
searchers are talking to the 
drug company about testing 
it in people infected with 
HIV. No timeline for such 
studies has been set, he said.

Greene said if such stud-
ies are successful, the drug 
might be used in people 
whose HIV resists standard 
drugs. It might also be use-
ful as a temporary treatment 
to keep HIV at bay for peo-
ple who can’t immediately 
get standard drugs, he said. 
It’s even possible, he spec-
ulated, that the enzyme-
blocking drug might help 
scientists eradicate the virus 
from the body.

It’s not clear yet whether 

the enzyme-blocking ap-
proach will produce a prac-
tical therapy for HIV-infect-
ed people, said Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, director of the Na-
tional Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, 
who was not involved in the 
work.

But the new research be-
hind that strategy is “an 
important advance” toward 
understanding how HIV 
kills immune system cells, 
he said.
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OpiniOn

Let’s bring the 
spirit of Christmas 
to Congress. The 
last time the mini-
mum wage went 
up was in 2009, 
and as the owner 

of a Christmas tree farm and other 
businesses, i think it’s time for an-
other raise.

Today’s $7.25 an hour minimum 
wage befits Scrooge - before he saw 
the error of his ways. it amounts 
to just $15,080 a year for full-time 
workers.

Workers shouldn’t have to depend 
on food stamps or food banks to put 
Christmas dinner on their tables.

in my state, Louisiana, which is 
not a high-cost state, a single adult 
needed income of $19,256 to af-
ford basic expenses such as food, 
housing, transportation, health care 
and taxes in 2012, according to 
the MiT Living Wage Calculator. 
That’s $9.26 an hour at 40 hours a 
week year-round, which is $2 more 
an hour than the current minimum 
wage.

McDonald’s made waves this 
year by recommending a sample 
monthly budget to its employees 
- many of them earning at or near 
minimum wage - that assumed they 
needed a second job to make ends 
meet.

Most McDonald’s employees, 
like most minimum-wage workers, 
are adults. The budget had them 
working at McDonald’s for $1,105 a 
month after taxes, and then a second 

job for $955 - for a total of $24,720 
yearly after taxes. 

McDonald’s CEO Don Thomp-
son, meanwhile, made $13.8 million 
in 2012. That’s $37,808 a day, every 
day of the year.

Most Americans agree that if you 
work full time, you should not be 
living in poverty. Today’s miserly 
minimum wage doesn’t just impov-
erish workers, it hurts our economy.

if i don’t pay my employees a de-
cent wage, they won’t have money 
to spend at other businesses. And 
if other businesses don’t pay their 
workers a decent wage, they can’t 
afford to buy my trees, and i can’t af-
ford to hire more employees. That’s 
a negative cycle instead of a positive 
one.

At 4 Seasons Christmas Tree 
Farm, our lowest paid employees 
earn at least $10 an hour and we pro-
vide a better product at competitive 
prices with big box stores. Raising 
the minimum wage makes good 
business sense.

A recent national poll shows that 
67 percent of small-business own-
ers support increasing the minimum 
wage and adjusting it yearly to keep 
pace with the cost of living. The 
small-business owners were pre-
dominately Republican in the poll 
commissioned by Small Business 
Majority.

 Sixty-five percent of small-
business owners in the poll agreed 
that “increasing the minimum wage 
will help the economy, because the 
people with the lowest incomes are 
the most likely to spend any pay 
increases buying necessities they 

could not afford before, which will 
boost sales at businesses; this will 
increase the customer demand that 
businesses need to retain or hire 
more employees.”

That’s right. increasing the mini-
mum wage will boost the sales that 
drive employment. And with in-
creased wages, businesses also see 
lower costly employee turnover, in-
creased productivity and better cus-
tomer service.

Studies of the impact of actual 
minimum wage increases show they 
don’t cause job loss, reports Busi-
ness for a Fair Minimum Wage. 

For example, the institute for Re-
search on Labor and Employment 
compared all neighboring counties 
(we call them parishes) located on 
different sides of a state border with 
different minimum-wage levels be-
tween 1990 and 2006 and found no 
adverse employment effects from 
higher minimum wages.

There’s a proposal in Congress to 
raise the minimum wage by 95 cents 
a year for three years to $10.10 an 
hour, and then adjust it annually to 
keep up with the cost of living.

if the minimum wage had kept up 
with the cost of living since 1968, it 
would already be over $10. in case 
you’re wondering, the unemploy-
ment rate was 3.6 percent in 1968 
and 3.5 percent in 1969.

When families come to our farm 
looking for a Christmas tree, they 
seek out trees that have a strong, full 
base and are healthy from top to bot-
tom. Our minimum wage is the base 
of our economy. if it’s weak, our 
economy will not be healthy.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

T o  b e  e q u a l

Pope Francis joins calls to 
end economic inequality  

“Overcoming 
poverty is not a 
task of charity, it 
is an act of justice.  
Like slavery and 
apartheid, poverty 
is not natural. It is 

manmade and it can be overcome 
and eradicated by the actions of 
human beings. Sometimes it falls 
on a generation to be great. You 
can be that great generation. Let 
your greatness blossom.” ~ Nel-
son Mandela (Madiba) 

Throughout history, the eradi-
cation of poverty has been a pro-
fessed goal of most progressive-
minded political and religious 
leaders.

Voices ranging from Jesus, 
Mother Teresa, Martin Luther 
King Jr., Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Lyndon Johnson and nelson Man-
dela have asserted in their own 
way the right of every man, wom-
an and child to have the basics of 
food, shelter, clothing, health care 
and a decent education.

With his efforts through the Af-
fordable Care Act to extend health 
insurance to millions of previously 
uncovered Americans, as well as 
his calls for universal pre-school 
and a raise in the minimum wage, 
president Barack Obama has also 
focused on efforts to end income 
inequality.

But as we enter another holi-

day season, dominated it seems 
by rampant consumerism, we are 
faced with a worldwide epidemic 
of poverty.  

According to the Global issues 
website, “Almost half the world - 
over three billion people - live on 
less than $2.50 a day. The poorest 
40 percent of the world’s popu-
lation accounts for 5 percent of 
global income. The richest 20 per-
cent accounts for three-quarters of 
world income.”

Here in America, nearly 50 mil-
lion people live in poverty. This 
includes almost one in four chil-
dren.

in a world of plenty and a na-
tion as rich as ours, there is no ex-
cuse for this. But the demands of 
the compassionate and the cries of 
the poor continue to be drowned 
out by the industrialized world’s 
fixation with materialism and the 
rising clamor and clout of the rich 
and powerful for more, often at the 
expense of the less fortunate.

Since his election as the new 
pope March 13, pope Francis has 
placed a renewed emphasis on the 
Catholic Church’s responsibility 
to assist the poor.  

The new pope recently spoke 
passionately about the “widening 
gap between those who have more 
and those who must be content 
with the crumbs.” He said, “Some 
people continue to defend trick-
le-down theories which assume 
economic growth, encouraged by 

a free market, will inevitably suc-
ceed in bringing about greater jus-
tice and inclusiveness in the world.

“This opinion, which has never 
been confirmed by the facts, ex-
presses a crude and naïve trust in 
the goodness of those wielding 
economic power and in the sacral-
ized workings of the prevailing 
economic system. Meanwhile, the 
excluded are still waiting.”

Many of those excluded are 
found waiting in America. They 
wait while some in Congress 
would cut $8 billion from food 
stamps, or cut off benefits for more 
than a million long-term unem-
ployed citizens.

They wait while the president’s 
proposal and the economic wis-
dom of a raise in the minimum 
wage continue to languish on 
Capitol Hill.

They wait while working jobs 
for wages too low to support the 
basic needs of their families.

They wait while some in Con-
gress continue to resist transporta-
tion and infrastructure funding and 
the good paying jobs that would 
result.

As we go about our holiday 
shopping and celebrating, i ask 
that you remember the true reason 
for the season. We must not forget 
the millions who continue to suf-
fer, who remain unemployed and 
who have yet to recover from the 
worst economic downturn since 
the Great Depression.

We can’t build a strong 
economy on a weak base
By Camille Moran
An American Forum 

By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist



The blessed cel-
ebration of Christ-
mas 2013 is now 
behind us and in 
just a few days, 
a New Year will 
emerge and the 

thoughts of the beginning of a “new 
life” will be the topic of mostly ev-
eryone’s discussion.

I’m just as guilty because with 
each New Year, I thank God for al-
lowing me to have the opportunity 
to see it as I feel His love and His 
blessings surround me.  

Last week I shared with you my 
various verses about the birth of our 
Lord and Savior. This week, I’d like 
to use the same format, but share 
verses that reflect a new beginning 
- a New Year. Please enjoy.

1 Peter 1:3 
Praise be to the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.

Ephesians 4:  22 - 24
You were taught, with regard to 

your former way of life, to put off 
your old self, which is being cor-
rupted by its deceitful desires;  to 
be made new in the attitude of your 
minds;  and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righ-
teousness and holiness.

Jeremiah 29:11 
“For I know the plans I have for 

you,” says the LORD. “They are 
plans for good and not for disaster, 
to give you a future and a hope. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have 
become new. 

Lamentations 3:22-23
Because of the LORD’s great 

love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail. They are 
new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness

Proverbs 16:9
In his heart a man plans his 

course, but the Lord determines his 
steps. 

Isaiah 40:31
…but those who hope in the Lord 

will renew their strength. They will 
soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint.”

Psalm 96: 1 - 3
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing 

to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the 
Lord, praise his name; proclaim his 
salvation day after day. Declare his 
glory among the nations, his mar-
velous deeds among all peoples.

Psalm 20:4
May he give you the desire of 

your heart and make all your plans 
succeed. 

As this New Year develops, we 
ask that you share your praises and 
good news with our readers. This 
New Year provides an additional 
opportunity to let others know what 
God has done for each of us. Re-
member the verse that I often share  
with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which 
reads: “How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who bring 
good news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who pro-
claim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messen-
ger for news in and around the state 
of Mississippi, would like to serve 
as your personal messenger to share 
your news and the news of your 
places of worship.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins at 
religion@mississippilink.com. Fax 
601-896-0091 or mail your infor-
mation to The Mississippi Link, 
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

The year 2013 marks the 47th 
annual Kwanzaa, the African 
American holiday celebrated from 
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1. It is estimated 
that some 18 million African 
Americans take part in Kwanzaa.

Kwanzaa is not a religious 
holiday, nor is it meant to replace 
Christmas. It was created by Dr. 
Maulana “Ron” Karenga, a pro-
fessor of Black Studies, in 1966. 
At this time of great social change 
for African Americans, Karenga 
sought to design a celebration that 
would honor the values of ancient 
African cultures and inspire Afri-
can Americans who were working 
for progress.

Kwanzaa is based on the year-
end harvest festivals that have 
taken place throughout Africa 
for thousands of years. The name 
comes from the Swahili phrase 
“matunda ya kwanza,” which 
means “first fruits of the harvest.” 
Karenga chose a phrase from Swa-
hili because the language is used 
by various peoples throughout Af-
rica.

Candles in a Kinara are lit for 
each day of the celebration. A 
black candle is lit on the first day; it 
symbolizes the people. To the left 
of the black candle are three red 
candles representing the struggles 
of people. To the right of the black 
candles are three green candles 
which represent hope and the fu-
ture. The candles are lit from left 
to right for each day of the celebra-
tion. Greetings in Swahili are also 
exchanged each day of the celebra-
tion. The question “Habari gani?” 
is asked and the answer will be the 
principle being celebrated on that 
day.  

The seven principles of Kwan-
zaa are Umoja (Unity), Kujicha-
gulia (Self-Determination), Ujima 
(Collective Work and Responsibil-
ity), Ujamaa (Cooperative Eco-

nomics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba 
(Creativitiy), and Imani (Faith).

One organization that is sponsor-
ing Kwanzaa events is the Women 
for Progress of Mississippi. Some 
of their 2013 events include:

• Dec. 26 - 3 p.m. - Kwanzaa 
Alamo Theater (Kwanzaa Cel-
ebration & Preview Farish Street 
Documentary)

• Dec. 28 - Kwanzaa Home of 
Charles/Stephanie Mosley, 916 
Rutherford Drive, Jackson

• Dec. 31 - 12 p.m. - 4 p.m., Gal-
lery One, 1100 J R Lynch Street, 
Jackson

On Dec. 6, 2013, a Kwanzaa 
celebration was held at Northwest 
Magnet Middle School in Jackson.

All events are free and open to 
the public. For more information, 
please contact Angela Stewart 
(601) 982-3274 or email, mail@
womenforprogress.net.

The City of Jackson Parks 
& Recreation will also present 
Kwanzaa 2013. All events, held 
at the Medgar Evers Community 
Center, 3159 Edwards Avenue in 
Jackson, will take place from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. nightly.

The city’s Celebration Hosting 
Schedule will include:

Dec 26 - Umoja - Respect Our 
Black Dollar Movement

Dec. 27 - Kuchichagulia - Mal-
colm X Grassroots Movement

Dec. 28 - Ujima- Changing 
Lives Unlimited plus Baobab 
Community Life Center L.L.C.

Dec. 29 - Ujamaa- Jackson 
Advocate Newspaper and the 
NAACP 

Dec. 30 - Nia - Nation of Islam
Dec. 31 - Kuumba - Arts Klas-

sikal & Cosmic Integrative Health
Jan. 1 - Imani - Jackson Fire-

fighters
All interested participants for 

events sponsored by the City of 
Jackson should call 601.608.8327 
or 601.960.1741.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Living and 
celebrating Kwanzaa

Garner Green (Beaver) 
Crouther was born Feb. 6, 
1939, the fourth of nine 
children, to Lee and Eugene 
Crouther in Carthage, Miss. 
He departed this life Dec. 12, 
2013. He accepted Christ as 
his personal Savior at Zion 
Hill AME Zion Church and 
participated in many activi-
ties as a youth.

Garner received his ele-
mentary education at Wesley 
Chapel and was in the first 
graduating class of Jordan 
High School. He partici-
pated in basketball and foot-
ball. He was awarded a foot-
ball scholarship to further 
his education at Mississippi 
Industrial College in Holly 
Springs, Miss.

He graduated with a bach-
elor of science degree in bi-
ology and general science 
and returned to Carthage to 

teach and coach sports.
Garner met and married 

Elois Ellis. They moved 
to Jackson from Carthage. 
Shortly afterwards, he 
joined College Hill Baptist 
Church. He served faithful-
ly as an usher and member 
of the male choir until his 
health failed. He taught in 
the Jackson Public Schools 
retiring from Siwell Middle 
School.

His love of sports led him 
to become an official in 
many sports. He officiated at 
football, girls and boys bas-
ketball and baseball; girl’s 
slow and fast pitch softball 
games as well as community 
college games all over the 
state. He was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame for his life-
time contributions to Mis-
sissippi High School sports. 
He was the head member of 

the “Chain Crew” for Jack-
son State Football.

Garner loved to give or-
ders. He did it constantly 
with family, friends, doc-
tors and nurses. Garner had 
a joyful spirit and despite 
a long illness, never lost 
his zest for life and love of 
people.

Garner leaves to cherish 
his memory: his wife, El-
ois; a stepdaughter, Phyllis; 
two grandchildren, Javerro 
“his heart” (Dana) and Ivy 
“his heart”; one great grand-
daughter, Jazzlyn; eight sib-
lings, Margaret Mann, Izal 
(Laverne) Crouther, Charles 
(Louise) Crouther, Mary 
(Albert) Hall, Stella (Har-
vey) Gause, Laverne Mon-
roe, Harold Crouther and 
Betty Crouther; brother-in-
law, Lamar (Delores) Ellis; 
sisters-in-law, Ella Butler, 

Alta Babino, Dorothy (Ver-
non) Jasper, Yvette (Jerry) 
Mitchell; a host of niec-
es, nephews, cousins, and 
friends. He was preceded in 
death by his mother and fa-
ther.

A piece about the importance 
of “Watch Night” within the Afri-
can-American Christian commu-
nity began circulating on the In-
ternet in April 2001. The earliest 
versions we’ve encountered attri-
bute it to Agnes Barron-Steward, 
the director of Multicultural Stu-
dent Services at Pierce College in 
Los Angeles, but her authorship 
has yet to be confirmed. 

“Watch Night,” according to 
bartleby.com, can properly refer 
either to New Year’s Eve or to 
a religious service held on New 
Year’s Eve. Under either usage, 
it is likely a term unfamiliar to 
most, in that the observance of 
“watch nights” among Christians 
has devolved into primarily an 
African-American practice.

Watch Night is celebrated 
among that community by con-
gregants’ gathering at their 
churches on the last evening of 
the year to attend special ser-
vices that typically commence 
between 7 and 10 p.m. and con-
tinue through midnight and into 
the New Year. These services are 
regarded by participants as a time 
to reflect upon and give thanks 
for the departing year and pray 
for the future, a spiritual way 
of celebrating a largely secular 
holiday. Many churches embrace 
them as an alternative to the row-
dy partying and drinking often 
associated with New Year’s Eve. 

Yet as strongly as Watch Night 
is now linked to the black com-
munity, its observance did not 
originate with that group, nor 
did it begin on Dec. 31, 1862, 

the night before the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation came into ef-
fect. Watch Night began with 
the Moravians, a small Christian 
denomination whose roots lie in 
what is the present-day Czech 
Republic. The first such service 
is believed to have been held 
in 1733 on the estates of Count 
Nicholas von Zinzendorf in 
Hernhut, Germany.

John Wesley, founder of the 
Methodist movement, picked it 
up from the Moravians, incor-
porating a Watch Night vigil into 
the practices of his denomination. 
Methodist Watch Nights were 
held once a month and on full 
moons, with the first such ser-
vice in the United States taking 
place in 1770 at Old St. George’s 
Church in Philadelphia. These 
services survive to the present 
day in that denomination’s wor-
ship manuals as “Covenant Re-
newal Services.”

As to what was being “watched 
over” in those earlier services, 
it was one’s covenant with God. 
These gatherings were a time for 
congregants to meditate on their 
state of grace - were they spiritu-
ally ready to meet their maker if 
the call were suddenly to come? 
As the 13th chapter of Mark in-
structs, the faithful need to be 
ever vigilant, because the hour of 
the Lord’s coming is not known. 
(Watch ye therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the house 
cometh.) 

The end-of-year Watch Night 
of 1862 took on special signifi-
cance attaching to the impend-
ing Jan. 1, 1863 enactment of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, and 

that night has come to be known 
as “Freedom’s Eve.” On Sept. 
22, 1862, President Lincoln is-
sued his Preliminary Emancipa-
tion Proclamation, which stated: 
“[O]n the first day of January ... 
all persons held as slaves within 
any State, or designated part 
of a State, the people whereof 
shall then be in rebellion against 
the United States shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever free.” 
Lincoln subsequently issued the 
Emancipation Proclamation it-
self on Jan. 1, 1863. 

While that proclamation did 
not end slavery the moment it 
was issued, it did at least pro-
claim some slaves free. Know-
ing that this was going into ef-
fect the next day must certainly 
have influenced the nature of 
that year’s Watch Night within 
the African-American and abo-
litionist communities, adding a 
second layer of what was be-
ing watched for (the coming of 
freedom at the stroke of mid-
night) to the more usual fare 
(the coming of the Christ at 
an unspecified future date and 
therefore the need to maintain a 
constant personal state of spiri-
tual preparation).

Among African-American 
congregations, that second layer 
of meaning has since become 
permanently woven into the fab-
ric of the original, making New 
Year’s Eve Watch Night services 
as much now about remembering 
the end of slavery as it is upon 
personal reflection on the state of 
one’s soul. 

One additional bit of legend 
has attached to the origin of 

Watch Night, the dubious claim 
that slaves would gather on the 
final night of the year to shiver in 
fear as they awaited news about 
which of them would be sold the 
next day to satisfy outstanding 
debts. By the lights of that theory, 
while those so assembled were 
also watching for the coming 
of the master, the one they were 
keeping an eye out for was go-
ing to sell off some of them (as 
opposed to redeeming their souls 
and transporting them to life ev-
erlasting). 

While the practice of entering 
the New Year free of financial ob-
ligation is a very old one (super-
stition dictates all debts must be 
retired prior to the beginning of 
the year), the idea that accounts 
would be settled on January 1 is 
unlikely. The first day of the year 
was a time for paying social calls 
on one’s neighbors - only the 
exceedingly gauche would have 
thought to sully such interac-
tions with so much as a mention 
of anything business-related, let 
alone attempt to transact the buy-
ing and selling of slaves on that 
day. Moreover, anyone acting out 
of desire to enter the New Year 
clear of debt would fail in that ef-
fort if he put off selling or trans-
ferring property until the first of 
January.

We therefore suggest taking 
with a large grain of salt Watch 
Day origins that feature huddled 
slaves assembled for their one 
last night together before some of 
them were sold off.

Visit: http://www.snopes.com/
holidays/newyears/watchnight.
asp for more information.

R E i g n i n g  A n n o u n c E M E n t s
College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., 
Jackson, will host its Watch Night Service Tues-
day, Dec. 31, beginning at 10:30 p.m. For more 
information call 601.355.2670.

New Horizon Church International, 1750 Ellis 
Ave., Jackson, will host its Watch Night Service 
beginning at the church Tuesday, Dec. 31, at 7 
p.m. For more information call 601.371.8282 or 
visit www.nhcms.org/.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 
251 Kearney Park Rd., Flora, will host its New 
Year’s Day service  Tuesday, Dec. 31. For more 
information call 601.879-3999. 

Zion Traveler’s M. B. Church, 925 W. Pearl St., 
Jackson, will host its Watch Night Service Tues-
day, Dec. 31, at 10:30 p.m. For more information 
visit the church’s website at ziontravelers.org or 
call 601.355.5545.
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By Barbara Mikkelson 
Special to The Mississippi Link

W a t c h  N i g h t

garner green crouther

A religious myth yet 
a religious tradition

The Mississippi Link Newswire

i n  M E M o R i A M

Crouther



College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of December 26

1.	 Break	Every	Chain	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
2.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
3.	 It’s	Working	 	 	 William	Murphy
4.	 The	Gift		 	 	 Donald	Lawrence
5.	 Nothing	Without	You	 	 Jason	Nelson
6.	 1	On	1	 	 	 	 Zacardi	Cortez
7.	 If	He	Did	It	Before…Same	God	 Tye	Tribbett	
8.	 Live	Through	It	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA
9.	 I	Can	Only	Imagine	 	 Tamela	Mann
10.	 Clean	This	House	 	 Isaac	Carree		(Reset)

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

XXXX
When I 

made my list of 
resolutions and 
prayer requests 
for 2013, I 
thought about 
the things 

that were on the list this year 
that were also on the list last 
year…and the year before. I 
have to admit that I’ve gotten 
frustrated watching other peo-
ple be blessed with the same 
things that I‘d prayed for. 
Honestly, it is hard not to be 
envious of them and question 
God. It seems like the longer 
I’ve waited, the harder it’s 
gotten to wait.

I asked God if the reason 
why the prayers were unan-
swered was because I was 
praying amiss (like it says 
in James 4:3). I then thought 
maybe my prayers were not 
strong enough, long enough or 
intense enough.

The answer came to me one 
evening as I prayed and wrote 
in my journal before I went to 
bed. “The last lap is always 
the hardest which is why only 
the best are chosen to run it.” I 
laughed and wrote that I didn’t 
necessarily need to be last...
but after thinking about it, it 
made a lot of sense.

I even did a little research 
on relay races. The website 
trackandfield.lifetips.com de-
scribed how saving the best 
runner for last is the normal 
strategy for relay races. Part 
of the reason the best runner 
is on the last leg of the relay 
race is because that runner 
usually knows what to do to 
win the race. By the time they 
get the baton, they know how 
to adjust their time including 

speeding up if necessary to 
win the race.

This reminds me of my suc-
cess as a childhood athlete.  
For two years, I was the reign-
ing 100 yard dash winner at 
Tinker Elementary in Okla-
homa City. I even thought at 
one point, (remember this is 
the overactive mind of 9 year 
old) that I was going to go to 
the 1976 Olympics. One race 
that I remember running was 
the relay race. To me it was 
always challenging to see if I 
catch the baton without drop-
ping it and then, of course, 
being the first over the finish 
line.

As 2013 ends and you be-
ing to make plans for 2014,  
you may feel like you are still 
waiting for God to bless you 
and answer your prayers. You 
may even find yourself getting 
tired of waiting. Know that 
God is not deliberately trying 
to hurt you by making you 
wait. He might just be allow-
ing you to wait a little longer 
for the answer to your prayers 
because he trusts you to know 
what to do while you wait.

I Corinthians 9:24 encour-
ages,” Do you not know that 
those who run in a race all run, 
but one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way that you 
may obtain it.”

It’s about building your 
character while you endure.

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com, at www.shewan-
dariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 

Winning the race

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E D

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org

1750

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 13DEcEmbEr 26, 2013 - January 1, 2014

New Year’s poems
Just One Request
Dear Master for this coming year 
Just one request I bring: 
I do not pray for happiness, 
Or any earthly thing - 
I do not ask to understand 
The way Thou leadest me, 
But this I ask: Teach me to do 
The thing that pleaseth Thee. 

I want to know Thy guiding voice, 
To walk with Thee each day. 
Dear Master make me swift to hear 
And ready to obey. 
And thus the year I now begin 
A happy year will be - 
If I am seeking just to do 
The thing that pleaseth Thee. 

--Unknown Author 

His Unfailing Presence
Another year I enter 
Its history unknown; 
Oh, how my feet would tremble 
To tread its paths alone! 
But I have heard a whisper, 
I know I shall be blest; 
“My presence shall go with thee, 
And I will give thee rest.” 

What will the New Year bring me? 
I may not, must not know; 

Will it be love and rapture, 
Or loneliness and woe? 
Hush! Hush! I hear His whisper; 
I surely shall be blest; 
“My presence shall go with thee, 
And I will give thee rest.” 

--Unknown Author 

The New Year
Dear Lord, as this new year is born 
I give it to Thy hand, 
Content to walk by faith what paths 
I cannot understand. 

Whatever coming days may bring 
Of bitter loss, or gain, 
Or every crown of happiness; 
Should sorrow come, or pain, 

Or, Lord, if all unknown to me 
Thine angel hovers near 
To bear me to that farther shore 
Before another year, 

It matters not - my hand in Thine, 
Thy light upon my face, 
Thy boundless strength when I am 
weak, 
Thy love and saving grace! 

I only ask, loose not my hand, 
Grip fast my soul, and be 

My guiding light upon the path 
Till, blind no more, I see! 
-Martha Snell Nicholson 

Another Year 
Is Dawning 
Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be, 
In working, or in waiting, 
Another year with Thee. 

Another year of mercies, 
Of faithfulness and grace; 
Another year of gladness 
In the shining of Thy face. 

Another year of progress, 
Another year of praise, 
Another year of proving 
Thy presence all the days. 

Another year of service, 
Of witness of Thy love, 
Another year of training 
For holier work above. 

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be 
On earth, or else in heaven 
Another year for Thee. 

-Francis Ridley Havergal (1874) 
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EmploymEnT

     HElp WanTED – proFEssional        

Projects Officer I, Special – MPB is seeking an assistant to support its 
Human Resources Department.  The incumbent will assist the Director 
of Human Resources in advertising, recruitment, filing, correspondence, 
scheduling training for employees, wellness events and preparation for 
career/internship fairs.  The incumbent will also be responsible for an-
swering calls as a receptionist for the agency on a rotation basis. The 
successful candidate must possess strong communication skills both 
written and verbal as well as strong organizational and computer skills.  
An ability to multitask and handle numerous projects at once is a plus.  
Salary: $23,231.28. For complete job description go to www.mpbonline.
org.  Submit: State of MS application to Personnel, Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211 received by 
January 6, 2014.  MPB is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

12/26/2013

EmploymEnT

     HElp WanTED – proFEssional        

Producer/Director - Mississippi Public Broadcasting, a statewide television 
and radio network, is seeking a television Producer/Director. The Producer/
Director researches, plans, schedules and executes productions for the 
agency by producing, researching, directing, writing and editing programs.  
The position is responsible for developing and completing various styles 
of production including segments for  magazine style programs, full length 
documentaries, web shorts, and live studio productions.  The ideal candi-
date should have the ability to tell a good story both visually and with the 
written word.  They will be responsible for stories from conception to post 
production with limited supervision.  The Producer/Director is responsible 
for creating content for production budgeting, maintaining records and co-
ordinating a production team to complete projects. Computer literacy and 
decision making are a necessity for this position. Entry salary: $31,806.43/
yr.  Complete description and application process at www.mpbonline.org. 
Applications need to be received by January 3, 2014. MPB is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. 

12/26/2013

lEgal

rEQuEsT For QualiFicaTions 

The Mississippi Children’s Museum is holding a pre-qualifications meeting for 
firms or individuals interested in providing landscaping and related services 
for its Literacy Garden Project. The meeting will be held January 6, 2014 at 
8:30 a.m. at the Mississippi Children’s Museum, 2145 Highland Drive, Jack-
son, MS 39202. The 6500 s.f. Project is particular soil, bed drainage, irrigation 
and installation for exhibit planning in a unique relationship between owner 
and landscaper. The Project budget is anticipated to be $150,000-$250,000, 
with complete Plans and Specifications available to be viewed at the meeting. 
Subsequent to the meeting, the Mississippi Children’s Museum will advertise 
for REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS. No telephone requests will be honored.

12/26/2013

aDVErTisEmEnT For biDs

noTicE oF rEFErEnDum To lEVy TaXEs To FunD roaD anD sTrEET 
rEpair, rEconsTrucTion anD rEsurFacing proJEcTs basED on 

TraFFic paTTErns, nEED anD usagE, anD To pay THE cosTs oF WaTEr, 
sEWEr anD DrainagE WiTHin THE ciTy oF Jackson, mississippi.

Notice is hereby given to all qualified electors of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, that 
a special referendum will be held on Tuesday, January 14, 2014 for the purpose of 
submitting to the qualified electors of the City of Jackson the proposition of whether to 
impose upon all persons as a privilege for engaging or continuing in business or doing 
business within the City of Jackson, a special sales tax at the rate of not more than one 
percent (1%) of the gross proceeds of sales or gross income of the business, as the 
case may be, derived from any of the activities taxed at the rate of seven percent (7%) 
or more under the Mississippi Sales Tax Law, Section 27-65-1 et seq.

The purpose of this referendum is to fund road and street repair, reconstruction and 
resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns, need and usage, and to pay the costs 
of water, sewer and drainage projects within the City of Jackson.  The City Council’s 
purpose is in part to create more jobs and economic contracts for Jacksonians and 
Jackson businesses to the extent allowed by law.

All qualified electors of the City will be entitled to vote in said referendum and will vote at 
the usual and customary polling places used in general, special or municipal elections.  
Polling places will be open during the hours of 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 14, 2014.  

12/19/2013, 12/26/2013, 1/2/2014, 1/9/2014

EmploymEnT

church organist Vacancy
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church is seeking a Church Organist for the 
Music Ministry.  The organist is responsible for playing for all choirs and ac-
tivities for the church.  The position will work directly with the Music Director 
in organizing and coordinating the entire Music Ministry.  Candidate must 
be an accomplished organist with a proven record of working well with vari-
ous age groups and styles of music.  Must be able to read, teach and play 
all types of music, including hymns, anthems, traditional and contemporary 
gospel, etc.  Candidates must be effective in working with the Music Direc-
tor as he organizes and coordinates activities and songs for several choirs.  
Salary range is $15,600 to $18,200, and is commensurate with experience.  
Please submit your letter of interest and resume to the address listed below 
not later than December 31, 2013:
 
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Organist Selection Committee
1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS  39204

Or email:  chmbc@collegehillchurch.org.

11/28/2013, 12/5/2013, 12/12/2013, 12/19/2013, 12/26/2013

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas 

and a 
Prosperous New Year



ARE YOU PREGNANT? A married cou-
ple seeks to adopt. Will be full-time
mom/devoted dad. Financial security.
Expenses paid. Deidre and Bill. 1-855-
969-3601.

WANTED: LIFE AGENTS; Earn $500 a
Day; Great Agent Benefits; Commissions
Paid Daily; Complete Training; Leads,
Leads, Leads. No license necessary to
apply. Call 1-888-713-6020.

DRIVER TRAINEES! GET FEE-PAID
CDL TRAINING NOW!  Learn to drive
for US Xpress. New drivers can earn
$800/wk & benefits! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED. Be trained & based locally. 1-
800-350-7364.
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
Drivers - CDL-A DRIVERS NEEDED!
Now hiring solos & teams in your area!
Small company, BIG benefits! Top pay for
Hazmat. CDL grads welcome. 888-928-
6011. www.Drive4Total.com
JOIN AVERITT TODAY! Dedicated CDL-
A drivers get full benefits & steady home-
time. 855-430-8869. Apply online:
AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer.
OWNER OPERATORS Average $3K
per week! Be out up to 14 days and
enjoy guaranteed hometime! Weekly set-
tlements. Cardinal Greatwide pays
loaded or unloaded. 100% fuel surcharge
to driver. Class-A CDL & 1 year driving
experience. Fleet Owners Welcome.
Operate under your own authority or
ours! Call Matt, 866-458-2595.
DriveForCardinal.com 
START THE NEW YEAR WITH A NEW
CAREER! CDL Truck Driving Classes Start
Biweekly. Jobs available. Call SEC
Training Centers, 1-877-285-8621.

Train to be a PROFESSIONAL TRUCK
DRIVER through Prime’s Student Driver
Program. Obtain your commercial dri-
ver’s license, then get paid while training!
1-800-277-0212. driveforprime.com

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844. 
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state.  Call  601-981-3060.

SMITH LAKE WATERFRONT priced for
immediate sale. Deep dockable 2 acre
waterfront lots with 233 ft. of waterfront.
Was $220,000 without dock NOW priced
for immediate sale at just $89,900.
Comes with brand new double slip dock
and swim pier. All amenities in place.
Close before Dec. 31st and lender will
pay closing costs*! Terms apply. Call for
more info. 1-877-452-8406.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

R e a l  E s t a t e

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

A d o p t i o n s E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of December 22, 2013

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

THERE IS A
BETTER WAY!
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One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.
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ANNUAL FACTORY
SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!

Sale Prices Good Thru December 31!

Discount
Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
Prices start at only $499 For
An American Made Safe.
• 22 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$99900

• 48 Gun Safe...$129900

• 64 Gun Safe...$199900

Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event! 
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Discount
Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
Prices start at only $499 For
An American Made Safe.
• 22 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$99900

• 48 Gun Safe...$129900

• 64 Gun Safe...$199900

Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event! 

PASS
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Discount Gun Safe

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.
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starting at only ...
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Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.
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ASK ABOUT 
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INTERNET
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mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

PASS
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)
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Dish Network
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(Beginning 6/16/2013)

A message from the Mississippi Department of Public Safety. A message from the Mississippi Department of Public Safety.

PASS
MDPS
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Comegy relieved of coaching duties
Officials at Jackson State Univer-

sity have concluded that eight years 
of coach Comegy are enough. Com-
egy was fired Dec. 18 by JSU.

Comegy guided Jackson State to 
three championship games, winning 
one and losing back to back the past 
two seasons. In both losses, Jackson 
State failed to maintain the lead.

When asking Tiger fans about 
Comegy being released, the results 
are about 60/40 in favor of him re-
maining. Fans in favor of the move 
point to the last two championship 
game losses. Others point to the of-
fense, specifically the quarterback 
play.

While quarterback Clayton 
Moore did guide Jackson State to 
the championship games, he had 
critical turnovers that impacted 
Jackson State’s ability to win. In-
terceptions and fumbles will haunt 
him.

Moore was a much better runner 
than passer. He had a great knack for 
getting first down yardage running 
the ball, but let him drop to pass, his 
choices, or more importantly, his ac-
curacy left much to be desired.

Some fans just felt a new offen-
sive coordinator was needed. Bad 
play calling added with playing too 
conservatively is the reason for that 
argument.

Jackson State released the fol-
lowing statement, “We are grateful 
to coach Comegy and his staff for 
their service to Jackson State. “We 
appreciate the work he has done 
with JSU athletics and we wish him 
well.”

A focus on recruiting locally has 
been the hot button point thus far. 
Jackson State frequently passes 
over several local players who 
could make an impact in order to 
sign juco players. Juco players are 
normally older, only have two years 
of eligibility left, and don’t help 
establish community involvement. 
Most are just coming in for the two 
years to move on with the final stage 
of their career.

With schools like Callaway go-
ing 14 & 1, people are clamoring for 
JSU to get players of that caliber to 
come to Jackson State. Mississippi 
State and Ole Miss head the list for 
most players in the metro area. Four 
of Callaway’s top players will be in 
Oxford next season.

Metro area high school football 
players like Zack Pendleton from 
Forest Hill, Teddrick Terrell from 
Lanier, Jarius Moore from Terry, 
and Tobias Singleton from Madison 
Central are examples of players from 
this season who made an impact. 

Increasing the attendance is also 
paramount for Jackson State who 
is interested in building a dome sta-
dium in the next few years. Jackson 
State’s attendance hovers around 

20,000 people per game. Tiger fans 
need to come out in larger numbers 
than that to help get a new stadium 
built.

Coach Comegy was a good foot-
ball coach. He won 55 games at 
Jackson State and lost 35. He was 
paid close to $200,000 this past 
season. He had one year left on con-
tract, but JSU bought that out for 
$50,000. He’ll have a new job prob-
ably as soon as he wants it.

Jackson State decided that he no 
longer fit their plan for the future. 
The search for his replacement is 
underway. Local coaches appear to 
be their target.

Callaway’s Darryl Jones could 
emerge as a front runner. Jones lead 
the Chargers to 14 wins this season, 
the most in school history. Foot-
ball is also in his genes. His father, 
Cardell Jones coached Steve Mc-
Nair during his days at Alcorn when 
they were a handful for teams in the 
SWAC. Jones could definitely influ-
ence local players to give Jackson 
State a serious look.

Coach Brent has done wonders 
for the men’s basketball team.  
Jones may just be the link to the lo-
cal players for football. Stay tuned.

Jackson, Mississippi is a city on its way upward.  It has always been 
my position that, The People, collectively, must determine the direction 
of our journey to success. “One City, One Aim, One Destiny” is not 
merely a catch phrase. This philosophy reflects the progress of a united 
community which can be achieved by moving in one direction.  Ulti-
mately, in order for Jackson to move forward, we must travel this road 
together. As voters we have the collective power to transform our quality 
of life and the condition of this road.

On January 14, 2014 you will have the power to play a leading role in 
the renewal of the city’s infrastructure and economic revitalization. We 
are building Jackson UPWARD from WITHIN. The Local Option will 
be the most significant investment in the history of Jackson’s infrastruc-
ture. According to the Department of Revenue, an estimated $15 million 
will be generated annually and used specifically for the cost of road and 
street reconstruction and resurfacing projects; costs of water, sewer, and 
drainage improvements.

The condition and sustainability of our roads, water, and drainage have 
a direct impact on the quality of life of our citizens, as well as the eco-
nomic development of the City of Jackson.  We want to create jobs for 
all Jacksonians.  The employment necessary to repair our infrastructure 
will provide opportunities.    Additionally, improved infrastructure and 
roads will attract new businesses.  Finally, as it relates to public safety, 
it is our desire to see a decline in criminal activity with the increase of 
employment of our citizens.   

As a concerned citizen of the Capital City, you have a right to know 
how these funds will be monitored and distributed. According to law, 
the revenue generated from the special sales tax must be spent in ac-
cordance to the master plan, which is currently being developed by the 
City’s Public Works Department.  

Over the past three weeks we have traveled across the city hosting 
community meetings, visiting neighborhood and homeowners’ associa-
tion meetings, churches and speaking with all media outlets to share our 
plans to improve infrastructure.  I invite you to get involved and learn 
more on how the local option will improve our city’s infrastructure. Ad-
ditionally, look to our website www.jacksonms.gov, our official Twitter 
account (@CityOfJxn601) and Facebook page (City of Jackson – So-
cially Connected) in the next few weeks for more information about the 
local option and other important city matters. 

Jackson, Mississippi is a city on the rise. To build a city of the future 
today, we can no longer kick the can down the road.  The road to that 
future is in our hands and right now we have the means to pave the way 
to our own destiny. On January 14, this can be the most significant step 
to-date in making our vision of Jackson our reality. 

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba
City of Jackson

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  
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December 26 - 31, 2013 

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  3  LBS.  OR  MORE

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$239

SOLD  IN  TWO  PACK

FRESH  SMALL
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH

FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$699
USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$319

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PoRK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$139

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

SHOULDER
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$349

FRESH  

PORK
STEAKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$179

SMOKED

PORK
JOWLS

PER  LB.

$129

FRESH  (SOLD  IN TWO  PACK)

SMALL  PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$199

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  DRY

BLACKEYE
PEAS

1  LB.  BAG

$100

SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$11
PACE

PICANTE  &
SALSA

16  OZ.  JAR

2/$4

PILLSBURY  CANNED

BISCUITS
4  PACK ..................................... 

$199

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CREAM

CHEESE
8  OZ. ........................................

$119

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BAR

CHEESE
16  OZ. ..................................... 

$349

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SOUR

CREAM
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$3
MINUTE  MAID  ORANGE

JUICE
59  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CRINKLE  CUT  GRADE  A

POTATOES
5  LB. ........................................

$399

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SELECT  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
16  OZ. ......................................

$119

FURLANI  GARLIC

BREAD  &
TEXAS  TOAST
6.75 - 10  OZ. ............................... 

$119

ASSORTED  TOPPINGS  MR.  P'S

PIZZA
5 - 6.5  OZ. ................................ 79¢

ASSORTED  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

ICE  CREAM
&  SHERBERT
56  OZ. ...................................... 

$179

piggly wiggly

JUICY  FLORIDA

GRAPEFRUIT
EACH

99¢

WASHINGTON  GROWN  D'ANJOU

PEARS
POUND

99¢
FRESH  GREEN

CABBAGE
POUNDS

3/$1
BAGGED  SHREDDED

COLLARDS
32  OZ.

$299

CLAM  SHELL  GRAPE

TOMATOES
EACH

$119

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


