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Pushing the theme “We’ve Come This Far by Faith,” 
the staff of Westhaven Memorial Funeral Home, Inc. 
ended the year with reverence to God and goodwill 
during their annual Christmas fellowship.

The event was held at 6 p.m. Dec. 12 at Black’s 
Chapel M. B. Church in Jackson. Those who arrived at 
5:30 p.m. and later found a loaded parking lot, a loaded 
lawn, and a loaded sanctuary. Pews were occupied to 
maximum capacity from the balcony to the choir loft 
to the floor.

Community leader Frank Bluntson was the eve-
ning’s master of ceremony. Psalm 100 was read and 
prayer was given by the Rev. James Shoulders, pastor 
of Rising Sun M.B. Church. Joy, love, and thanksgiv-
ing were pegged as essential elements of praise within 
the scripture and prayer.

Last Friday, several Jackson 
State University staffers 
agreed that in lieu of indi-

vidual gifts from President Carolyn 
Meyers, more than 50 bikes would 
be donated in each of their names to 
a local child in need.

Meyers considered the impromp-
tu gesture while on her way to the 
mall.

“Nobody needs another pair of 
earrings or a cufflink … and I heard 
about the shortage of giving, and I 
said this is what we can do to make 
a difference and light up little faces 
all over Jackson. Doesn’t get much 

better than that,” Meyers said.
The shortage she was referring 

to was with the Salvation Army, 
which through donations and funds 

gives presents to children and se-
nior citizens at Christmas yearly. 
JSU’s bike donations were right on 
time.

“Today we got a call from one 
of the courts, and there are 58 fos-
ter children who have nothing for 
Christmas until the captain came 
to Jackson State University,” said 
Captain Ken Chapman, area com-
mander of the Salvation Army, who 
came to Meyers’ home on campus 
to accept the bikes on Friday. JSU 
staffers were also there to greet 
Chapman. Everyone cheered learn-
ing that their donation came at the 
most opportune time for area chil-
dren.

Chapman complimented Meyers 

Cars were lined up before 8 Saturday 
morning at Smith-Wills Stadium for the 
second annual Celebrity Bike Giveaway 
organized by some of Mississippi’s former 
professional football players.

For the next four hours a steady stream of 
vehicles filed into the stadium. Their occu-
pants, kids and adults, drove off with smiles 
on their faces and shiny new bicycles in 
tow.

Members of the  National Football 
League Retired Players Association - Mis-
sissippi, with the help of volunteers, handed 
out nearly 500 20-inch girls and boys bi-
cycles to anyone who signed up to receive 
them and some who came out after hearing 
about the giveaway on WMPR 90.1’s live 
radio broadcast.

Vernon Perry, president of the players as-
sociation, said this was the second year for 
the giveaway. The event was started in 2014 
when the group handed out about 200 bikes. 
“We wanted to do even more this year,” said 
Perry, a Jackson State University alumnus. 
“We just wanted to do something special for 
Christmas for needy and deserving kids.”

Other former players on hand to pass out 

and load bikes included Willie Richardson, 
Ollie Smith, Leon Seals, Glenn Collins, Jef-
frey Moore, Mike Jones, Frank Sutton and 
Jerome Jennings among others. The players 
said they were pleased with the turnout for 
the event.

The group raised funds throughout the 
year to pay for the bicycles, Perry said. “We 

are grateful to all those who helped in this 
effort,” he said.

Workers at Walmart’s Clinton store spent 
the past few months assembling the bikes, 
said Billy Tingle, transportation department 

Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber 
announced on Monday the “Gate-
way Housing Initiative,” a new 
multi-phase initiative to restore 
neighborhoods in West Jackson.

The mayor was joined by 
representatives from the Missis-
sippi Housing Partnership, the 
Green Healthy Homes Initiative, 
State Rep. Alyce Clarke and City 
Councilman Charles Tillman to 
announce details of Phase I of 
the project.

Phase I represents an initial in-
vestment of approximately $1.1 
million toward the estimated $4.1 
million revitalization project, 
which includes properties to be 
conveyed by the state to the city 
and made ready for development.

In collaboration with the Mis-
sissippi Housing Partnership 
and other partners, the city will 

utilize federal 
HOME grant 
funds to com-
prehensively re-
habilitate quali-
fied homes, 
the beginning 
of what is ex-
pected to be the 

transformation of West Jackson.
The target area in Phase I in-

cludes Claiborne Street, Ellis 
Avenue, Holland Street, Houston 
Street, Jayne Street, Macy Street, 
and Moss Street. The pilot proj-
ect will focus on infrastructure, 
housing and economic develop-
ment – benefits promised by the 
administration.

“We’re excited to launch this 
pilot project as it will allow us to 

Jackson State University President Carolyn Meyers (right) and several JSU staffers donated more than 50 bikes to the Salvation Army Friday. PHOTOS BY 
SHANDERIA K. POSEY

Caroyln Meyers and Captain Ken Chapman, area commander of the Salvation 
Army, laugh while standing in front of the donated bikes.

First time attendant Dorothy Moore of Progressive M. B. 
Church was stunned to be awarded a microwave. PHOTO 
BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
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NFL retirees Ollie Smith (left) and Mike Jones try out the bikes along with two volunteers 
from the Army Reserve 365th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion at the Celebrity Bike 
Giveaway. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE JONES

Yarber

May peace, joy, hope and happiness 

be yours during this holiday season.
-~The Mississippi Link publisher and staff



Markus Bell offered a hearty 
welcome and occasion and 
words of encouragement were of-
fered by the Rev. John A. Wicks, 
pastor of Mount Nebo M. B. 
Church. A gospel mix of carols 
and other songs were passion-
ately song by Westhaven Memo-
rial Choir. Songs included Nor-
man Hutchins’ “Emanuel,” Doc 
McKenzie’s “I’ll be Alright After 
While,” Ben Taylor’s “God has 
Been So Good to Me” and Leon-
ard Cohen’s “Hallelujah.”

Floyd Knight Jr.’s familiar 
African-American chant, “I 
Know I’m a Child of God,” was 
embraced by the crowd prior to 
Wicks’ message. After thanking 
God for His “awesome pres-
ence and amazing power” and 
thanking Him for the owners of 
WMFH, Wicks diverted to Luke 
2:46. He pinpointed the night be-
fore Christmas when “the world 
was in bad shape and desperately 
needed a Messiah.” The minis-
ter firmly said to the audience, 
“You’ve come expecting gifts, 
but Jesus Christ is the greatest 
gift.”

Bent on the need to love ev-
erybody, including “people who 
don’t look like us” was the mes-
sage’s highpoint. Wicks empha-
sized John 15:13: “Greater love 
has no man than this, that he lay 
down his life for his friend.” He 
then sealed his words while fer-
vently articulating Psalm 150 as 
he charged the audience to “in-
hale and exhale” with “Let ev-
erything that has breath praise the 
Lord.”

Randomly distributed Christ-
mas gifts flooded the sanctu-
ary and were donated solely by 
WMFH. They included an abun-
dance of dinette sets, barbecue 
grills, microwave ovens, DVD 
players, luggage sets, turn table 
systems, comforter sets, dinner 
ware, lamps, televisions, reclin-
ers and bicycles.

Responding to the worship 
service were WMFH owners 
Freddie L. Davis, president, and 
Audrey B. Wiley, vice president. 
“Give a gift to someone that can-

not give you a gift back,” Davis 
told the audience. According to 
him, “We give back to the com-
munity because we appreciate 
the business we receive.” Davis 
further noted that the gifts are not 
only meant for Westhaven policy 
holders, but for whoever attends 
the annual gala.

Wiley who also directs Wes-
thaven Choir, humbly thanked 
the audience for their attendance 
and the choir for “all that you 
do.” She said, “This choir goes all 
year round and never asks for a 
penny. The choir sings at a variety 
of events throughout the year in-
cluding the Magnolia Retirement 
Home, birthday parties, musical 
appreciations and pastors’ appre-
ciations. Directors are Markus 
Bell, the Rev. Greg Smith, Tam-
my Johnson, and Sherry Milton, 
who is also a musician. Other 
musicians are Morgan Redmond, 
drummer, and Cedric Dotson, 
base guitar.

Choir membership requires no 
screening. “Persons interested 
come at will,” Wiley added. Re-
hearsals are at 6 p.m. on Tuesdays 
at WMFH.

WMFH, founded April 16, 
1996, has four locations: Jack-
son, Utica, Hazlehurst, and Ma-
gee. They provide two benefit 
programs between $4,500 and 
$5,000 each for Mississippi Sick-
le Cell Foundation and Federation 
for the Blind. The organization is 
embarking upon its 20th anniver-
sary to be held in April 2016.

Visit Westhaven Memorial Fu-
neral Home online at www.whm-
fh.com or call (769) 798-1022.

Westhaven
Continued from page 1
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Audience members participating in the praise service.

Gifts flood the sanctuary.

Westhaven Memorial Choir assembles in dressing room. Westhaven President Freddie L. Davis
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Scenes from the City of Jackson Christmas Parade
and Christmas Tree Lighting

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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Merry Christmas 

from 

Jay and Shirley Johnson
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc., Rho Lambda Omega Chap-
ter, Ebony Pearls Foundation 
presented the Metro Jackson 
American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association, 
the National Alliance on Mental 

Illness, and the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation with a check donation 
of $300 each Dec. 12. The do-
nation was a result of proceeds 
from the AKA 5K Run/Walk.  
The race was made possible by 
a grant from Ebony Pearls Foun-
dation, Incorporated.

“We are thrilled to be able to 
make this donation to our health 
partners” stated Sharon Bridges, 
Esq., chapter president. “Alpha 
Kappa Alpha has made a com-
mitment to support these agen-
cies for the next four years. Rho 
Lambda Omega has done this 

via town hall meetings, impact 
days, awareness walks, and ad-
vocacy.”

The 2015 AKA 5K was very 
successful. More than 100 run-
ners/walkers participated in the 
5K held on the campus of Tou-
galoo College in October.  “In 

addition to the race being a ve-
hicle for Rho Lambda Omega 
to raise money for our health 
partners, we  utilized the race 
to educate people about mental 
illness, Alzheimer’s disease and 
to provide stroke screenings,” 
said Jennie Hall, health promo-

tions, co-chairman. “We are 
very thankful for our sponsors 
and participants. It is our goal 
for the race and the donations to 
increase each year.”

For more information regard-
ing Rho Lambda Omega chap-
ter, go to www.rloaka.org

Local sorority chapter donates to health non-profits
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Member:

National Alliance on Mental Illness-Mississippi Chapter Executive Di-
rector Tameka Tobias-Smith receives a check from Jennie Hall and 
Marilyn Reed, Health Promotions co-chairs, Rho Lambda Omega 
chapter.

Metro Jackson American Heart Association/American Stroke Associa-
tion Dr. Tameka Bradley receives a check from Jennie Hall and Marilyn 
Reed, Health Promotions co-chairs, Rho Lambda Omega chapter.

Alzheimer’s Association-Mississippi Development Director Cambi 
Burnham receives a check from Jennie Hall and Marilyn Reed of Rho 
Lambda Omega chapter. The funds for all donations were raised via 
the AKA 5K held in October at Tougaloo College.

Westhaven Memorial Funeral Home holds luncheon
The officers and staff of West-

haven Memorial Funeral home held 
their annual Christmas luncheon 
Dec. 16 at Westhaven’s Reception 
Hall located at 1102 Raymond Road 
in Jackson.

The luncheon was for individuals 
who serve the public daily. Those 
in attendance included ministers 
elected officials, firefighters, city and 
county law enforcement officers, 
and others from different walks of 
life.

City Council, Yarber 
approve open data platform

 

The Jackson City Council and Mayor Tony Yarber 
have approved a new Open Data and Performance 
portal that will give the public more access to data and 
information via the city website.

The portal is the final step in the city’s participation 
in the What Works Cities Initiative, the Bloomberg 
Philanthropies-funded national initiative launched this 
year to enhance cities’ use of data and evidence to 
improve residents’ lives. Jackson was selected in the 
first cohort of eight cities nationwide. Now, Jackson 
is poised to be the first to complete its engagement 
by securing an Open Data and Performance portal 
through grant funding.

Since enacting an open data policy in August, the 
city has revised processes and practices to ensure vi-
able data is available internally and externally to help 
drive the city’s progress.

In addition to a portal for general data, the city will 
launch a performance dashboard as a component of 
its Open Data portal that will allow citizens to track the 
city’s progress on key initiatives and goals. The portal 
is expected to be launched within the next few months.

For more information, contact Director of Innovation 
and Performance Justin C. Bruce at (601) 960-1084.

Library Commission 
announces art exhibition

The Mississippi Library Commission will host an art 
exhibition featuring the work of Carrie Roebuck. The 
show will open on Jan. 4 and will run through Feb. 26. 
A free public reception will be held from 5-7 p.m. Jan. 
12, 2016 at the Library Commission building at 3881 
Eastwood Drive in Jackson.

Roebuck is a visual artist from Jackson who finds 
inspiration through everything around her….people, 
nature and music. She says that the vision of other art-
ists pushes her to be more creative and to capture the 
beauty of the world around her. Roebuck uses various 

mediums to create her compelling pieces and has a 
variety of styles based on the medium she is working 
with; in her figure drawings she uses realism, but her 
wax batik has more of an illustrative quality.

For more information on this art exhibition or MLC, 
call (601) 432-4111 or visit www.mlc.lib.ms.us.

MHP announces Christmas 
travel enforcement period

The Mississippi Highway Patrol will began the 2015 
Christmas Holiday Travel Enforcement Period at 6 
p.m. Dec. 23. The period will continue until midnight 
Dec. 27.

During this highly traveled period, troopers will be 
conducting multiple safety checkpoints statewide in 
order to enforce child restraint and seatbelt laws while 
also removing impaired drivers. Additional troopers will 
be assigned to interstate and highway systems in or-
der to combat careless and reckless driving along with 
speeding and distracted driving issues.

MHP investigated 148 crashes during the 2014 

Christmas enforcement period with no fatal crashes. 
To help ensure a safe and enjoyable holiday season 
for everyone traveling in Mississippi, MHP ask all mo-
torists to make responsible decisions and include safe 
driving in their plans.

Free caregiver support group 
slated at Baptist Hospital

Baptist Medical Center and Hospice Minis-
tries offers a free caregiver support group the 
first Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. in the 
Baptist’s Hederman Cancer Center second floor 
Activities Room.

January’s meeting will be held on Jan. 6, 2016. 
This support group is open to all caregivers (care-
givers only) as they navigate caring for their loved 
ones - regardless of the disease.

Snacks and drinks will be provided.
To register and for information call (601) 948-

6262.

N E W S  B R I E F S

Audrey Wiley, (seated) vice president of Westhaven, and staff take a break after serving those 
who serve others on a daily basis. 

Pictured (from left) are John Whicke, pastor of Mt. Nebo, Michael Williams, pastor 
of College Hill; Larry Grant, deacon at Mt. Nebo and Charles Dukes of College Hill. 



Kaleidoscope of Learning holds 
annual Christmas progam
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Piney Woods students perform for President Obama
Students of The Piney Woods 

Country Life School recently 
concluded a holiday-themed tour 
with stops in our nation’s Capital, 
Washington, D.C. and Atlanta, 
Ga., which included a perfor-
mance for the President of the 
United States. The touring group, 
an ensemble of the internation-
ally known Piney Woods Cotton 
Blossom Singers, shared holiday 
scores reminiscent of the legacy 
spirituals for which the school has 
long been recognized.

The Washington, D.C., tour 
included a performance at an an-
nual White House Holiday recep-
tion and a private performance 
for the President and First Lady 

Barack and Michelle Obama.
Will Crossley, the new presi-

dent at Piney Woods, was a U.S. 
presidential appointee before be-

coming head of the school last 
year.

Both in Washington, D.C. and 
Atlanta the ensemble performed 

at holiday gatherings to raise 
money benefiting the school’s 
scholarship fund. In D.C., the 
group was featured at the offi-

cial ambassador’s residence of 
His Excellency, Michael Mous-
sa-Adamo, ambassador to the 
United States from the African 
Republic of Gabon. In Atlanta, 
the group performed at a private 
gathering at the home of Wen-
dell and Scarlet Pressley-Brown, 
an event which was hosted by 
an array of dignitaries includ-
ing Ambassador Andrew Young, 
baseball great Hank and his wife 
Billye Aaron, Henry “Hank” 
Thomas, and other PWS trustees.

The tour raised more than 
$50,000 for the school’s scholar-
ship fund and marked an amazing 
experience for the school’s stu-
dents, nearly half of whom hail 
from Mississippi but who togeth-

er represent more than 20 U.S. 
states and foreign jurisdictions.

Every student of The Piney 
Woods School receives school-
funded financial support and 
works to help defray the cost of 
their education.

The Piney Woods Country 
Life School is a 106 year old 
educational institution that serves 
students in grades 9-12. Piney 
Woods is the largest continu-
ously operating historically and 
predominantly African-American 
boarding program in the country. 

Contributions to the scholar-
ship fund can be made by con-
tacting Vernesia Wilson at (601) 
845-2214 ext. 2319, or online at 
www.pineywoods.org.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Kaleidoscope of Learning Daycare Center, 
located at 335 Byram Drive, in Byram held its 
annual Christmas program at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 17, 
at New Horizon Church International, 1750 Ellis 
Ave. Suite 200, in Jackson. The theme of the pro-
gram was “Welcome Baby Jesus.” The program 
began with the presentation of the KOL Royal 
Court 2015-2016. Students from each class par-
ticipated in the program. Class presentations 
included the parade of infants by KOL staffers 
and parents, Jingle Bells sung by the K-1 class, 
“Happy Birthday Jesus” sung by the K-2 class, 
a recital titled “The Colors of Christmas” by the 
K-3 class, and Silent Night sung by the K-3 class. 
The K-4 class presented the play “Welcome Baby 
Jesus.” The K-4 class ended the program by sing-
ing “Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child.”

Glen and Patrina Dace are owners of KOL.
For more information, visit www.kaleido-

scopeoflearning.com. Kaleidoscope of Learning staffers and parents present the parade of infants.

Kaleidoscope of Learning Royal Court 2015-2016. Teacher Domekia Harrison looks 
on.

 K-4 class students perform during their play. Teacher Anna Murray looks on.

Patrina and Glen W. Dace II are owners of 
Kaleidoscope of Learning. K-3 class students sing during the program. Teachers Sarah Sanders (left) and Domekia Harrison assist students.

Piney Woods Cotton Blossom Singers with President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama.

Kaleidoscope of Learning teachers and staffers (from left) Erica Jones, Lula Ward, Dorothy Ross, and Maxine Montgomery lead the K-1 
class in singing Jingle Bells.

Kaleidoscope of Learning teachers and staff (from left) Shemeka Lofton, Lula Ward, and Eva Sampson lead the K-2 class in singing “Happy 
Birthday Jesus.” 

 K-4 class students perform during their play.  K-4 class students perform during their play. Teacher Anna Murray looks on.
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supervisor. “This is the second 
year we’ve done it, and it really 
turned out well,” Tingle said. 
The store also delivered the 
bikes to the stadium.

The Mississippi Department 
of Rehabilitation Services do-
nated 500 helmets, said Allison 
Lowther, who was on hand to 
help pass them out. “We want 
to keep our children safe while 
they enjoy their new bikes,” 
Lowther said.

Anita Johnson and Angela 
Chambers and other members 
of the Army Reserve 365th 
Combat Sustainment Support 
Battalion also assisted in the 
operation by greeting people 
arriving and handling voucher 
collections.

Coaches from some area 
schools and others also pitched 
in with the giveaway.

Debi May of Jackson brought 
her 12-year-old son, Kevin May 
Jr., to help. It gave him a chance 
to gain “service” points for his 
school, St. Joseph Catholic 
School. “This is good for him to 
do and he is enjoying meeting 
all the players,” May said.

Raina Mims, 5, was all smiles 
as a bike was loaded into the 
back seat of her mom’s, Pam 
Alston, car. “This is just great 
that they are doing this and she 
is so excited,” Alston said.

Tiffany Miller echoed the 
sentiment as she picked up two 
bikes for her sons who attend 
Bates Elementary School.

Robert Brazile, dressed in 
a bright red warmup suit with 
a Santa vibe and sporting two 
Super Bowl rings, offered up 
a rendition of “Silent Night” 
during the live broadcast on 
WMPR. The “real Santa” (Mar-
tin Harrison) was there as well 
to add to the Christmas cheer.

New bikes also tended to 
bring out the kid in many of the 
players; some of whom couldn’t 
help taking a spin. Luckily no 
one took a spill.

Perry said the players are al-
ready looking toward next year 
when they hope to give away 
1,000 bikes.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 454-0372.

Grammy Award winning mu-
sic producer, rapper, actor and 
community activist David Ban-
ner and The Banner Founda-
tion, an organization dedicated 
to empowering and supporting 
families to create self-sufficient 
communities, celebrated the 
ninth annual Heal The Hood At 
Christmas Project in his home-
town of Jackson Dec. 18.

Collaborating with local com-
munity partners, the program 
identifies special needs for fami-
lies as well as encourages educa-
tion, leadership, advocacy, civic 
engagement and accountability 
amongst the areas. The initiative 
evolved out of Banner’s person-
al ritual of giving to less fortu-
nate families and those impacted 
by Hurricane Katrina during the 
holiday season.

The day kicked off with Ban-
ner as the featured speaker at the 
Re-engaging in Education for 
All to Progress program, which 
provides academic opportunities 
to the over-age, non-traditional, 
at risk of dropping out student, 
to help them attain a high school 
diploma.

Banner also sat with the young 

men and women, ages 10-17, at 
the Henley Young Juvenile Jus-
tice Center.

Ending the day, gifts were 
delivered to approximately 350 
youth and their families at the 
annual Heal The Hood Christ-
mas Reception at the Boys & 

Girls Club of Central Missis-
sippi.

The Banner Foundation and 
BGCCM unveiled The Banner 
Studios, which marks the first 
of six studios that will be de-
veloped in partnership with the 
BGCCM offering all club mem-

bers the opportunity to utilize 
the studios along with providing 
specific programing to support 
the artistic expression of young 
men and women of color.

Banner is currently in the stu-
dio putting the final touches on 
his upcoming album “The God 

Box,” which is due out at the top 
of next year.

Community partners for 
the weekend included: Coast 
Ink Club, JessicaSimien.com, 
K.I.N.G.S. Leadership Institute, 
New Horizon Ministry, Inc., 
PushBlack, Sidney Conley Pho-

tography, Sisters With A Throt-
tle Motorcycle Club, SuperDope 
Nation, United Way of the Capi-
tal Area, WJMI, 99 Jamz, and 
YardBoy Entertainment.

To learn about the David Ban-
ner Foundation visit www.the-
bannerfoundation.org.

Carolyn Meyers and Captain Ken Chapman, stand with a few of the JSU staffers who agreed to having bikes 
donated in their names.

David Banner takes a selfie with children at the Boys and Girls Club of Central Mississippi Dec. 18.
David Banner cuts the ribbon for the music studio at the Boys and 
Girls Club.

Raina Mims, 5, is all smiles after receiving a new bicycle at the 
Celebrity Bike Giveaway Saturday.

Robert Brazile sings “Silent Night” on radio remote broadcast during 
the Celebrity Bike Giveaway.

Jackson Police Chief Lee Vance lends a hand to volunteer Larry 
Walton loading a bike. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE JONES

The bikes donated from Jackson State University staffers were in all sizes from toddlers to school-age 
children.

Banner marks annual Heal the Hood project
The Mississippi Link Newswire

and staffers on their generosity 
and sacrifice, particularly the 
impact JSU is making on the 
community. 

“They didn’t get the earrings 
or the candy, but what you are 
getting is the greatest gift of all 
… giving to other people. Life 
cannot be about ourselves, if it 
is it’s not worth living,” he said. 
“God bless you all. This is a 
great lady. This is what Christ-
mas is all about.”

Meyers was quick to focus the 
accolades of generosity on her 

staff and not herself. “It’s not 
about me. It’s about them (staff-
ers),” she said. But Chapman 
added, “It takes visionary lead-
ership to lead people like that to 
change people’s hearts to help 
other people  in the community.”

Sonya Elliott, a receptionist at 
JSU, was one of the several staff-
ers who were happy to make the 
donation. “I feel great about it. 
I’m blessed with many things, and 
it’s good to give back to kids. It 
doesn’t bother me at all. I’m over-
filled with joy for giving some-

thing back to the community.”
“This is a godsend. We are so 

grateful Jackson State Univer-
sity is setting a precedent for 
other agencies and universities 
and businesses in our area be-
cause they care about our com-
munity,” Chapman said.

“Without the bikes from JSU 
the Salvation Army probably 
would have had to dip into their 
operating funds to meet the 
needs. “This makes our mission 
easier and … it makes Jackson 
stronger.”

ascertain the approaches that will 
best suit our city when it comes 
to bringing back a complete 
community for residents,” Yarber 
said. “This project addresses the 
needs of existing homeowners, 
the acquisition and demolition 

of blighted properties, infrastruc-
ture improvements, public safety 
concerns and commercial and 
business development.”

Timothy Collins, executive 
director of the Mississippi Hous-
ing Partnership, said the work 

has already begun to engage and 
qualify homeowners who want 
homes rehabilitated through this 
program.

“Whenever a revitalization 
project is conceived, the first step 
is to solidify and strengthen what 

is already there. What is there is 
a strong contingent of homeown-
ers and other residents who have 
made a long-term commitment to 
West Jackson,” said Collins.

Phase I of the project will begin 
the first quarter of 2016 and will 

emphasize the rehab of homes 
in the area. The city will pursue 
infill development opportunities 
with city-owned lots and those 
conveyed to the city by the state.

The city will launch a Green 
Infrastructure Challenge, al-

lowing firms to compete for the 
design of practices that improve 
stormwater management and re-
duce sanitary sewer overflows.

A Developers’ Challenge will 
be launched for Phase II by 
spring 2016.

JSU
Continued from page 1

Jackson
Continued from page 1

NFL
Continued from page 1
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After meeting rigorous and 
comprehensive standards of 
internationalization, the Jack-
son State University College of 
Business has been granted un-
conditional accreditation by the 
Network of International Busi-
ness Schools (NIBS).

A panel of examiners visited 
the College in mid-November 
to meet with faculty and stu-
dents from the College of Busi-
ness, staff of JSU Global and 
top administrators. Based on 
their findings, the team submit-
ted a strong positive accredi-
tation recommendation to the 
Board of Directors of NIBS 
which approved the team’s rec-
ommendation and was granted 
accreditation on Dec. 3.

Memo Diriker, director of the 
Business, Economic and Com-
munity Outreach Network at 
the Franklin P. Perdue School 
of Business at Salisbury Uni-
versity and a member of the 
NIBS accrediting team said, 
“The nature and scope of in-
ternationalization activities at 
Jackson State University and 
their College of Business are 
far superior to those found at 
most U.S. universities. Some of 
JSU’s signature programs rival 
those found at major east coast 
universities with much stronger 
international linkages. Bravo to 
all the students, faculty and ad-
ministrators involved.”

“Jackson State University is 
pleased to salute Dean May-
sami and the faculty, staff and 
students in the College of Busi-
ness for meeting the rigorous 
and comprehensive standards 

from the Network of Interna-
tional Business Schools. This 
high honor supports the vision 
and mission of the university 
and the college for their global 
dimension and their focus on 
internationalization of their 
curriculum and activities,” said 
provost and senior vice presi-
dent for academic and student 
affairs Evelyn J. Leggette.

NIBS accreditation focuses 
on the degree to which a busi-
ness school has become interna-
tional in all facets of its organi-
zation. NIBS members believe 
that higher education must inte-
grate a strong international di-
mension, including the study of 
comparative international man-
agement techniques, the prac-
tice of foreign languages and 
the experience of working and 
studying abroad. They also be-
lieve that cooperation between 
educational institutions in dif-
ferent countries contributes to 

a better understanding between 
nations by furthering aware-
ness and knowledge of other 
cultures and social practices.

President of the Network of 
International Business Schools, 
Ian Charles, who also serves as 
associate dean of the Interna-
tional Business Academy and 
visiting professor at London 
South Bank University said, “I 
have been involved with inter-
national accreditation at more 
than 30 universities throughout 
the world. The common pur-
pose, energy, motivation, com-
mitment and determination of 
the administration, faculty and 
students in the College of Busi-
ness at Jackson State Univer-
sity, match the best implemen-
tation of internationalization 
anywhere.”

Charles congratulated Ra-
min Cooper Maysami, dean of 
the College of Business, for his 
global vision and his leadership 

in bringing various aspects of 
internationalization of curricu-
lum and programs at the col-
lege to culmination.

According to Maysami, “Our 
College of Business students 
are getting the best interna-
tional management education 
right here at Jackson State Uni-
versity. NIBS accreditation is 
testimony to the hard work of 
the faculty and staff at the Col-
lege of Business, the staff and 
leadership of JSUGobal and 
of course the strong support of 
the top administration of the 
university led by Carolyn W. 
Meyers who has set the tone 
for globalization of education 
at JSU.”

The College of Business has 
four academic departments, 
eight undergraduate majors and 
offers the MBA, MPA and Ph.D. 
degrees in business administra-
tion. The College has an enroll-
ment of more than 1,100 gradu-
ate and undergraduate students.
Recent data shows that:

• 85 percent of all graduat-
ing students are permanently 
employed or pursuing graduate 
studies

• 90 percent of the full-time 
faculty have doctoral degrees

• 95 percent of faculty ac-
tively participate in scholarly 
research.

The college is among the 6 
percent of business schools in 
the world that are accredited 
by the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business.

For additional information 
on the College of Business, 
please contact Maysami at 
(601) 979-2411.

Alcorn State University recently joined 
other colleges and universities in its initiative 
to stand tall against tobacco use on campus.

Alcorn joined the “1 Day Stand” campus 
campaign Nov. 19.

Supported by the Tobacco-Free College 
Campus Initiative Challenge, the campaign 
seeks to raise awareness of the harmful effects 
of tobacco use and secondhand smoke and 
help tobacco users quit. Alcorn has always 
had a policy in place that prohibits the use 
of tobacco products on any property that is 
owned, leased or controlled by the University. 
This includes all on-campus and off-campus 
facilities such as offices, classrooms, residen-
tial housing, hallways, dinning facilities, rest-
rooms and athletic facilities.

“College is a time when young people are 

at a higher risk for starting smoking and tran-
sitioning from experimental to regular tobac-
co use,” said Dorothy Jackson Davis, director 
of Health and Disability Services at Alcorn. 
“We want to encourage life-long healthy hab-
its and ensure a safe and healthy environment 

for everyone on campus. That’s why we are 
taking this stand and supporting those looking 
to quit.”

Tobacco is the leading cause of prevent-
able death and disease in the United States 
and secondhand smoke is responsible for an 
estimated 49,400 heart and lung cancer deaths 
each year nationwide.

“Smoke-free policies are an effective way 
to reduce tobacco use by prevention initiation 
and making it easier for smokers to quit,” said 
Davis. “Policies have also shown to decrease 
smoking rates and positive attitudes toward 
tobacco use.”

To date, 10 Mississippi colleges and uni-
versities and approximately 1, 577 campuses 
nationwide have a smoke- or tobacco-free 
policy in place. This is in sharp contrast to 420 
campuses in 2010.

Students, faculty and staff 
at Alcorn State University 
have taken the pledge to fight 
against the AIDS virus.

Health and Disability Ser-
vices, along with the Alcorn 
H.E.R.O.S. (Helping Every-
one Receive Ongoing Effec-
tive Support) and the Alcorn 
alumnae chapter of Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Inc., cele-
brated World AIDS Day 2015 
Dec. 1 in Rowan Hall and the 
Clinton Bristow Dining Facil-
ity lobby. The day consisted 
of offering free HIV testing, 
awareness of the virus, con-
ducting a deciding moment 
photo booth and the signing of 
a Stop HIV Pledge wall.

Dorothy Jackson Davis, di-
rector of Health and Disabil-
ity Services, gave some facts 
about the virus and stressed 
the importance of getting test-
ed.

“According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, there are more than 
1.2 million people in the Unit-
ed States living with the HIV 
infection and 1 in 8 people are 
not aware they have HIV,” said 
Davis. “Knowing your HIV 
status is extremely important 
in order to link individuals to 
the proper care and resources 
for them to live a healthier life 
and minimizes the spread of 
the infection.”

Davis also gives valuable 
tips on how to avoid contract-
ing HIV and other sexually 
transmitted diseases.

“Having knowledge of how 
HIV is transmitted and steps 
that can be taken to avoid the 

risk of transmission is key. We 
promote abstinence, but if stu-
dents are going to engage in 
sexual intercourse, we encour-
age the use of condoms and 
dental dams. Avoiding risky 
behaviors such as alcohol and 
drug use and having multiple 
partners are also means of pro-
tecting. We strongly encour-
age students to get tested and 
ask their partners to get tested 
as well.”

Ashley Green, a senior bi-
ology major and member of 
the ASU H.E.R.O.S., gave her 
thoughts on regular STD test-
ing and safe sexual practices.

“Everyone needs to know 
their status. People are affect-
ed everyday by HIV and AIDS 
and we’re trying to help stop 
the virus by offering aware-
ness and encouraging safe 
sex,” said Ashley.

Valerie Thompson, who is 
the dean of University Col-
lege at Alcorn and an alumnae 
member of Delta Sigma Theta, 
Inc., also spoke on the impor-
tance of getting tested and re-
assured those living with the 
virus that they are cared about.

“We want to inform the Al-
corn community that AIDS 
awareness is very important 
because we need to protect 
ourselves,” said Thompson. 
“Knowing your status is the 
key to avoiding the possible 
spreading of the virus. We 
want those living with the 
virus to know that there are 
people who support you. Sur-
round yourself with people 
who will help you with their 
positive attitudes and encour-
aging words.”

Two of Alcorn State Uni-
versity’s vocal music majors 
wowed the judges with their 
singing abilities at a regional 
voice competition.

For the second consecutive 
year, sophomore O’Neil Jones 
won first place in the Younger 
Student Adult Women and 
Men Division at the Southern 
Regional National Association 
of Teachers of Singing (NATS) 
Conference Nov. 12-14 at the 
University of Louisiana at 
Monroe.

With the win, Jones qualifies 
to represent the Southern re-
gion at the NATS Voice Com-
petition in Chicago in July 
2016. The Southern region is 
comprised of Arkansas, Loui-
siana and Mississippi.

“I am very humbled by the 
win,” said O’Neil. “I say this 
because I believe it is the hard 
work that I put in over the 
course of the year with Dr. By-
ron Johnson that allowed me 
to excel at the regional NATS 
competition for the second con-
secutive year. I am now work-
ing harder than ever to ensure 
that I will represent Alcorn, 
myself, and Dr. Johnson well.”

Sophomore Danielle Watson 
placed fourth in the same divi-
sion as Jones. She credits the 

competition as one of the driv-
ing forces behind her develop-
ment as a performer.

“My performance at the 
competition has become a 
benchmark for my progress 
as a performer,” said Danielle. 
“Last year, I only made it to 
the semi finals, but this year I 
successfully achieved my goal 
of placing in the finals. I must 
say that I am overjoyed and 
look forward to seeing what 
the future will bring.”

Byron Johnson, assistant 
professor of music in the De-
partment of Fine Arts, ap-
plauded the students for their 
outstanding performances.

“All of the students per-
formed at an exceptionally 
high level,” said Jones. “They 
are prime examples of the 
many good things that occur in 
the department.”

JSU College of Business 
receives accreditation 
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn takes stand against tobacco

Members of the Network of International Business School panel of ex-
aminers meet with JSU College of Business dean, Dr. Ramin Maymasi 
(center) during a recent site visit.

Alcorn joined the “1 Day Stand” campus 
campaign.

Health and Disability Services, along with the Alcorn H.E.R.O.S. 
(Helping Everyone Receive Ongoing Effective Support) and the 
Alcorn alumnae chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., cel-
ebrates World AIDS Day 2015 Dec. 1.

Pictured are O’Neil Jones, Dr. 
Byron Johnson and Danielle 
Watson.
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Alcorn’s Health and 
Disability Services 
celebrate World AIDS Day

Alcorn students excel at 
regional voice competition
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WISHING ALL 
OF

HINDS COUNTY
A

VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

EDDIE J. FAIR
HINDS COUNTY TAXCOLLECTOR



While talking 
with friends and 
acqua in t ances 
over the past 
week, I heard of 
many real life ex-
periences about 

family members who lost their 
battles to illness during this 
holiday season. I know what ca-
maraderie is because I also ex-
perienced a major loss in my life 
on Dec. 21, 2011 – the date that 
my own mother, Lenora Monix, 
transitioned to heaven.

One friend asked, “Why does 
this happen to so many people 
during the holidays; especially 
since family is so important 
right now?”

My response – “It’s Christ-
mas. It is a time of giving and 
receiving.”

Now, let me explain. For those 
who have followed my journey 
over the past few years, you 
know that I served as the pri-
mary caregiver for my mother 
for years. There were some days 
during her pain when she would 
call out “Lord, have mercy,” and 
my heart would sink because 
there was nothing I could do to 
physically ease her pain.

Now, here we are four years 
later and I still have moments of 
sorrow because I can’t sit with 
her, touch her and hear her call 
out to me.

But God! I can still see her 
face, talk with her and even feel 
her presence.

I shared with my friend that 
this is the time God chose be-
cause He knows that the absence 
of our loved one brings us clos-
er as a family. God knows that 
whenever He chooses a fam-
ily member to take their eternal 
rest, he/she will be missed but 

each one has a special season 
for a reason and I truly believe 
that the Christmas season is one 
of His favorites because He’s 
giving a new peace to so many 
as His gift of love. God knows 
best.

So, as we continue to celebrate 
the season, I ask that if you are 
feeling somewhat melancholy 
about the loss of a loved one, 
don’t let this be a time of miss-
ing that special someone, but let 
it be a time of praise because 
your departed love is experienc-
ing the ultimate care – the care 
of God in heaven.

And while you’re at it, don’t 
forget to share your love with 
everyone around you and let 
them know that regardless of 
what may be going on in your 
life – Jesus remains the reason 
for the season.

As you celebrate during this 
holiday season please share 
what God has done for you; 
please share your joys of the 
good times; please share your 
love of the Lord.

Remember the verse that I 
always share with you – Isaiah 
52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains are 
the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say to 
Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to share your news about 
your places of worship and even 
those religious institutions you 
may have  visited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Celebrating Christ 
at College Hill

The College Hill M. B. 
Church Family recently cel-
ebrated the season of Christ’s 
birth during its Annual Christ-
mas Gala, the Children’s 
Christmas Program, and finally 
the Music Ministry’s Christmas 
Cantata.

The Christmas Gala, themed 
“The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas” was held Dec. 12. Gala 
attendees feasted on a holiday 
meal while being entertained 
with a variety of performances 
from church members. The 
play, “The Lost and Found 
Christmas” by Judith Martin, 
was the featured attraction of 
the evening. The play told the 
story of sharing not just with 
those you know, but sharing 
with everyone.

The Children’s Christmas 
Program, themed “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas” held 
on Dec. 20, began the Sunday 
morning worship services. The 
children of the church shared 
their Christmas speeches, danc-
es and songs.

The final worship celebra-
tion of the day was the Music 
Ministry’s Christmas Cantata, 
titled “Behold the Lamb of 
God.” The church’s mass choir 
performed several melodies 
of praise announcing the birth 
the savior. Charence Higgins, 
Miss Jackson State University, 
served as the narrator for song 
celebration. Immediately fol-
lowing the worship service, the 
choir gave a special surprise 
recognition to their Minister of 
Music Brandon Mitchell.

College Hill, located at 1600 
Florence Ave., Jackson, is pas-
tored by the Rev. Michael T. 
Williams. 

R E I G N I N G 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., 
Jackson, will host its Watch Night service at 
10:30 p.m. Dec. 31.  For more information call 
(601) 355-2670.  The Rev. Michael T. Williams 
is the pastor.

Greater Fairview Baptist Church, 2545 New-
port St., Jackson, will hold its Watch Night ser-
vice at 9:30 p.m. Dec. 31.  For more information, 
call (601) 362-6447.

Greater Pearlie Grove M. B. Church, 1640 
West County Road, Jackson, will hold only one 
worship service which will begin at 8 a.m. on Dec. 
27. For more information, visit www.gpgmbc.org/ 
or call, (601) 354-2026. The Rev. Stephen F. Ma-
son is the pastor.

New Horizon Church International, 1750 El-
lis Ave., Jackson, will hold its Watch Night ser-
vice at 9 p.m. Dec. 31.  For more information call 
(601) 371-1427.  Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup Sr. is 
the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church of God in Christ, 
3387 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, will hold its 
Musician Day on Dec. 27.  For more information 
on the time and event, call (601) 981-8569.  Dr. 
Andrew Friday Sr. is the pastor.
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Pastor Michael Williams PHOTOS BY JIMMY COLEMAN Kristen Melton and Shelia Willis

Jonora and Jimmy Coleman

Audrey and Robert Green

Bobbie Anderson and Gail Ghettis

Carolyn Smith and Raymona Smith

Christmas Cantata choir directed by Brandon Mitchell  PHOTO BY KELVIN HAYES

Scene from “The Lost and Found Christmas” play. (From Left) Joseph Davis, Malena Dow, Lynda Robinson and Louis Wright Sr.
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Shortly af-
ter Jesus was 
born, wise men 
brought Him 
gifts of gold, 
frankincense and 
myrrh. “These 

were quite valuable presents 
that were traditionally offered 
to a king. Perhaps they came in 
handy because Joseph and Mary 
with their infant son were short-
ly to flee from Herod and spend 
several years in Egypt as refu-
gees.

Those days are long gone. 
Jesus, resurrected and glorified, 
is restored to His position at the 
Father’s right hand. He wants 
for nothing. He is the Lord of 
creation.But He tells us that He 
does still have “needs.” Jesus 
died for us and He lives for us.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, one in every 136 
U.S. residents is in prison or jail.  
This stunning statistic should 
concern us as Christians. The 
Bible teaches us to have com-
passion for prisoners (Matthew 
25:36-46). That does not mean 
we approve of their crimes. 
But Jesus is in the life-chang-
ing business, and most men and 
women in prison need to make 
some serious life changes.

They also need something 
many people in prison have nev-
er experienced – unconditional 
love. They need to know they 
have a Savior who loves them 
unconditionally and who died 
for them.

Prison is a lonely place. Prison 
is also frightening and at times 

dangerous. But then, it is not 
designed to be a “nice” place. 
However, with the help of Jesus 
Christ and some of His people, 
time spent behind bars can be-
come a positive training ground 
for future life, rather than nega-
tive, wasted years.

We glorify God by getting in-
volved. God wants to use us. He 
has chosen us for the purpose 
of doing great things for Him. 
Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we 
are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared before-
hand, that we should walk in 
them.” God already has plans 
for us. He wants us to listen to 
His calling and make ourselves 
available to serve. Not only that, 
He expects us to use the gifts He 
has given us.

In Matthew 25:14-30, Jesus 
tells the parable of the talents. It 
is a parable about stewardship of 
the grace that God has given to 
all believers. In the story, a tal-
ent equaled about 75 pounds of 
coinage and would be the equiv-
alent of 15 years of normal wag-
es for one person. This was an 
enormous responsibility for each 
of the servants to bear.

The master was leaving on a 
journey and to one of his serv-
ants he gave five talents, to an-
other two talents, and to anoth-
er one talent according to their 
ability. What happened when 
the master came back to settle 
accounts were this: The first two 
servants had put the money to 
use and were able to double their 
amounts and present the master 
with his principle and profits.  
But the servant with one talent 

hid his master’s money and was 
afraid to use it. His talent was 
taken from him and given to the 
one who had 10 talents. This 
parable shows us that Christ 
wants us to use the gifts He has 
provided to us, not to bury them. 
Spiritual gifts are also called 
“grace gifts” and should be val-
ued as gifts of God’s grace to-
ward us. We are called to “bear 
much fruit” that lasts, and our 
spiritual gifts play a significant 
role.

To celebrate Jesus’ birthday 
has become a firmly entrenched 
Christian tradition, typically 
marked by the exchange of gifts 
with our loved ones, acquaint-
ances and perhaps even people 
we simply want to impress. But 
suppose we let Christmas take 
on an even deeper meaning this 
year. Suppose we use the Christ-
mas giving season to identify 
with what is important to Jesus 
– forgiveness, freedom, peace of 
mind, restored hope and a new 
way of life?

Also, Matthew’s Gospel re-
minds us that the Son of Man 
(Matthew 25:31-40) when He 
finally arrives, blazing in beau-
ty and all His Angels with Him 
will take His place on His glori-
ous throne. Then all the nations 
will be arranged before Him 
and He will sort the people out, 
much as a shepherd sorts out 
sheep and goats, putting sheep 
to His right and goats to His 
left. Then the King will say to 
those on His right, “Enter, you 
who are blessed by My Father. 
Take what’s coming to you in 
this kingdom.  It’s been ready 
for you since the world’s foun-

dation.” And here’s why: “I was 
hungry and you fed Me, I was 
thirsty and you gave Me a drink, 
I was homeless and you gave 
Me a room, I was shivering and 
you gave Me clothes,  I was sick 
and you stopped to visit, I was 
in prison and you came to Me.” 
Then those “sheep” are going to 
say, “Master, what are you talk-
ing about? When did we ever see 
you hungry and fed you, thirsty 
and give You a drink? And when 
did we ever see You sick or in 
prison and came to You? Then 
the King will say, “I’m telling 
the solemn truth:  whenever you 
did one of these things to some-
one overlooked or ignored, that 
was Me – you did it to Me.”

Jesus is telling us that His 
kingdom – which will eventu-
ally bring salvation and justice 
to all – is even now concerned 
with the poor and the underpriv-
ileged. He expects those He has 
called and commissioned to rep-
resent that kingdom on earth to 
share His concern. This Christ-
mas, what if we were to reach 
out to these people in a practical 
way, confident in the knowledge 
that “whenever you did one of 
these things to someone over-
looked or ignored, that was me 
– you did it to me”? After all, 
isn’t that what Jesus would want 
for Christmas?

Merry Christmas!
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 

pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. Rev. Green is a 
member of the National Associ-
ation of Evangelism Church of 
God, Anderson, Ind. College Hill Missionary Baptist Church

Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of December 24

1. Wanna Be Happy?  Kirk Franklin
2. Worth    Anthony Brown & group therAPy
3. Intentional   Travis Greene
4. Worth Fighting For  Brian Courtney Wilson
5. War    Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago
6. Yes You Can   Marvin Sapp
7. I’m Good   Tim Bowman Jr.
8. I Luh God   Erica Campbell Featuring Big Shizz
9. I’m Yours    Casey J
10. Put A Praise On It  Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Our gift to Jesus at 
Christmas and everyday

For some, 
Christmas is a 
time of joyous 
c e l e b r a t i o n s 
with loved 
ones; for oth-
ers, it’s a chal-

lenging time of balancing hope 
and expectations with God’s 
sovereign will for our lives. 
This prayer encouraged me 
when I wrote it a few years 
ago, and I wanted to share it 
to encourage others during this 
Christmas season.

“I praise you God for the 
great things that you have done 
in every area of my life. I thank 
you for keeping me focused on 
your will during this season of 
hope and expectation. I thank 
you that during this Christmas 
season where we celebrate the 
birth of your son, I will choose 
to give special gifts of grace 
and mercy to all that you allow 
me to encounter.

“It says in Proverbs 18:21 that 
the power of life and death is in 
the tongue. I choose to speak 
life to those physical, spiritual, 
emotional, relational and finan-
cial areas of my life that need 
resurrection and restoration. I 
choose to have my words line 
up with your will and your vi-
sion for my life. I will speak 
life, encouragement and be a 
vessel of your peace during this 
holiday season. “I choose to be 
a blessing and not a burden. I 
choose to be an instrument of 
joy and not judgment. I choose 
to be a vessel of peace and not 
pain. I choose to be a source of 
light and not darkness. I choose 
to be an example of righteous-
ness and not false religion. I 

choose to be a giver of love and 
not a spreader of lies. I choose 
to be a promoter of forgive-
ness and not fear. I choose to 
be a witness for humility and 
not haughtiness. I choose to be 
a seeker of grace and not grief 
or sadness. I choose to obey 
and not oppose the purpose you 
have for my life. As I remain 
committed to these choices, I 
will delight in your word, take 
comfort in your promises and 
seek your presence. I choose to 
allow my life to reflect the radi-
ance of your love; give me the 
willingness and compassion to 
give to others keeping in mind 
Acts 20:35 which says that it 
is more blessed to give than to 
receive.

“I repent and ask for for-
giveness of ungodly, unholy, 
unhealthy feelings, thoughts, 
attitudes, and behaviors. There 
is a time and a season for every-
thing, and I thank you that this 
is my season for breakthroughs 
and blessings. Remind me that 
I am never alone, never without 
your hand of favor and mercy, 
and never out of the reach of 
your protective grace.

“As I enjoy my fellowship 
with family members, friends 
and loved ones this Christmas 
season, let me see your hand 
in all circumstances and situ-
ations. And where I fail to see 
your hand, let me continue to 
trust your heart concerning all 
areas of my life.”

Merry Christmas!
Shewanda Riley is the au-

thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com

Prayer for 
Christmas Blessings

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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In this won-
derful time of 
the year when 
family and 
friends gather 
in good cheer to 

celebrate the holidays, nearly 
everyone has a number of lists. 
From greeting cards to shopping 
for gifts, decorations and more, 
lists are made and reviewed to 
keep pace with the barrage of 
seasonal activities.

But if holiday lists seem big-
ger than budgets, turning to a 
high-cost, small dollar loan can 
turn joy and merriment into a 
financial quagmire. The good 
news is that with a timely real-
ity check, most consumers can 

avoid holiday financial night-
mares.

A key step is to walk or drive 
past the brightly-colored signs 
advertising high-cost, small dol-
lar loans. Both payday and car 
title loans can provide quick 
cash, but the harms caused by 
these loans will likely linger 
past the winter’s cold. Most im-
portantly, these predatory loans 
often lead to consumers paying 
more in interest and fees than for 
the money borrowed.

Research by the Center for 
Responsible Lending has found 
that predatory payday loans gen-
erate $3.5 billion in fees from 
repeat borrowers who are unable 
to fully repay the original loan, 
usually in two weeks’ time. With 
average annual interest rates at 

391 percent, 9 out of every 10 
payday loans go to borrowers 
who get trapped in five or more 
loans per year.

Like payday loans, car title 
loans are often marketed as an 
easy way to get cash without a 
credit check – but with inter-
est rates that tend to be 20-30 
times higher than that of credit 
cards. The average car title loan 
of $500 can only be secured by 
signing a personally-owned car 
as collateral. Further, the loan 
will only be a fraction of the 
marketable value of the vehicle. 
While the lender holds onto a 
car title, the borrower is faced 
with triple-digit interest and in 
the worst cases, the loss of per-
sonal transportation.

As harmful as payday and car 

title loans are, other, seemingly 
harmful, small dollar transac-
tions can also cause financial 
havoc.

If you believe pre-paid cards 
will always avoid financial rip-
offs, think again. Before paying 
cash for this convenient form of 
plastic, read all of the fine print 
that explains the terms and fees 
that come with its usage. Terms 
and options can and do vary 
significantly. Many include a 
range of fees from activation, to 
learning your current balances, 
reloading monies and in some 
cases fees for inactivity. By the 
time all applicable fees are as-
sessed, the amount of money ac-
tually available on that prepaid 
card can shrink and shortchange 
how far it can help on purchases. 

Similarly, the convenience 
of debit cards can easily trigger 
overdraft charges for consumers 
with slim or no checking account 
cushions. By keeping track of 
receipts and balancing check-
books, consumers using debit 
cards can usually limit or avoid 
overdraft fees. Failure to keep 
track of expenditures on the card 
can lead to multiple overdraft 
fees in a single billing cycle. 

Worst of all, most consumers 
using their debit cards never re-
alize the overdraft fees incurred 
until the next bank statement is 
received, weeks after the pur-
chases were made. Depending 
upon your bank or credit union, 
overdraft fees vary in cost as 
well as an acceptable number to 
keep accounts open. Too many 

overdrafts can lead to involun-
tary account closures.

CRL research shows that al-
though overdraft fees vary by 
institution, the average $35 
overdraft fee on a debit card is 
double the amount of the over-
draft itself. To date, at least 14 
banks have been sued for chang-
ing the order of debit-card pur-
chases to maximize fees.

This holiday season, try add-
ing a full measure of practical 
sense to help your dollars pre-
serve the spirit of the season and 
all of its celebrations.

Charlene Crowell is a com-
munications manager with the 
Center for Responsible Lending. 
She can be reached at charlene.
crowell@responsiblelending.
org. 

When you are 
considered by 
millions of peo-
ple across the na-
tion and through-
out the world 
community to be 

the “Leader of the Free World,” 
that is an awesome and serious 
international responsibility. Do 
you remember when President 
Obama was first elected eight 
years ago? There were numer-
ous pundits who questioned 
whether or not the first African 
American to be president of the 
United States of America had 
the fortitude and intellectual ca-
pacity to provide leadership not 
only across the country, but also 
on the worldwide geopolitical 
stage. 

This month as Obama pre-
pares to enter his last year as 
president, it is important to state 
for the record that I believe his-
tory will one day stipulate that 
Barack H. Obama was in fact 
the most successful president of 

the U.S. That is a fact in terms 
of Obama’s leading the restora-
tion of the nation’s economy, 
reducing the deficit, increasing 
employment, providing health 
care for the first time to millions 
of people, innovating the energy 
sector, leading the world toward 
environmental and climate pro-
tection, and challenging racism 
by irreversibly shattering the 
myth of white supremacy.

There are some, however, 
who would ask what about the 
escalating problems of terror-
ism and the devastating wars 
that still rage particularly in 
the Middle East? Those are fair 
questions. But we should not 
forget about the catastrophic 
aftermath of the ill-advised 
and counterproductive war 
that President George W. Bush 
initiated by unjustly invading 
and occupying Iraq. The inter-
national dangers and threats of 
terrorism increase exponential-
ly as a direct result of the Bush-
Chaney regime.

The vast majority of all 
Americans are proud of the 

leadership and success of 
Obama even in the face of 
seven straight years of partisan 
obstructionism and political di-
vision in Washington, D.C. In 
particular, most African Ameri-
cans applaud the outstanding 
leadership of Obama. It is also 
true that there are many in the 
African-American community 
who feel that Obama should be 
doing more to help improve the 
overall quality of life of black 
America unapologetically.

I, however, take a broader 
view. Yes, all of the various fed-
eral government departments 
and agencies directly under the 
supervision of the Obama Ad-
ministration should commit the 
next 12 months to significantly 
increase the allocation of re-
sources to benefit and empow-
er African Americans, Latino 
Americans and others who have 
been historically denied equity 
and access to assistance from 
the federal government.

For example more funding 
for all our Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HB-

CUs) and redirecting millions 
of U.S. government advertising 
dollars back to African Ameri-
can-owned newspapers, media 
companies and other businesses 
to make up for past non-equita-
ble allocations of funds should 
now be a top priority. Ending 
the disproportionate mass in-
carceration African Americans 
and others needs to be acceler-
ated.

Of course confronting pov-
erty in our communities with 
economic development and 
enhancing the education of our 
children continues to be a prior-
ity. Black Lives Matter and we 
must continue to protest police 
brutality and the failure of the 
justice system to be fair and 
just.

Sometimes, when we only 
see the glass of life and society 
as being half empty rather than 
being half full, our perspectives 
and aspirations will be con-
strained by the negatives and 
contradictions of life. The re-
silience and steady progress of 
Black America are not ultimate-

ly in the hands of our distrac-
tors or oppressors; they are in 
our own hands. We are blessed, 
not cursed, with the resilience 
of African people.

Our ancestors refused to per-
mit oppression to determine 
their future. We, therefore, will 
not permit today’s oppression 
to determine the sustainability 
of our future. The reason why 
I focused on this piece first and 
foremost on the essence of the 
contemporary leadership of 
Obama is because if we do not 
lift him up, nobody else will. If 
we do not lift ourselves up, no 
one else will do it for us.

In case you did not see the 
recent press conference that 
Obama held in Paris, France 
during the International Summit 
on Climate Change in the wake 
of the tragic terrorist attack in 
that city, I encourage you to go 
online and view it in its entirety. 
Why? Because at that critical 
moment in Paris in front of oth-
er world leaders, Obama did not 
waiver. He rose to the occasion 
with poise, stamina, intellect, 

knowledge and tremendous 
strength of character, vision and 
integrity.

In short, the global genius 
that President Obama boldly 
displayed in Paris gave mil-
lions of people throughout the 
world encouragement and a 
reaffirmation to continue to 
work to make the world a better 
place today and for future gen-
erations. Tough and hard ques-
tions were asked at the press 
conference. Obama gave tough 
and clear answers to all of the 
questions in such a manner that 
it should have made all of us 
proud and determined to keep 
pressing forward for freedom, 
justice and equality for all.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is 
the president and CEO of the 
National Newspaper Publishers 
Association (NNPA) and can 
be reached for national adver-
tisement sales and partnership 
proposals at dr.bchavis@nnpa.
org and for lectures and other 
professional consultations at: 
http://drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.
com/drbfc.

The global genius of Obama 

Ask 
Alma

Cousin who steals has gone rogue
Dear Alma,
I love my cousin dearly and we spend a lot of 

time together. She and I grew up together, we’re 
close in age and we have a ton of stuff in com-
mon. We both love to travel and the outdoors, 
we go hiking, skiing and scuba diving. Here’s 
the problem: I think she’s stealing money from 
me. On occasions when we’re traveling, I no-
ticed money missing from my wallet. When out 
to dinner, after I leave I find some of my money 
is missing. A few times it was all my cash and 
on other occasions she left a one-dollar bill. At 
first I thought I was crazy, so the other night, I 
counted all my money before we met and after 
and yep, she got me. I’m not sure what to do. I 
don’t want to stop seeing her and I don’t know 
how to bring it up on conversation. I don’t have 
enough nerve. We are gainfully employed and 
she sure doesn’t need my money.

What’s your advice?
– Crushed Cuzzin

Dear Crushed Cuzzin,
Aww sweetie, like your cuzzin in this mo-

ment, I seem to be conflicted, wondering if 
she’s taking advantage because she needs help 
or just doesn’t really like you. Hmm, I wonder, 
could she really be that sad and lonely on the 
inside? Or is she just overspending and short 

when it comes to paying her bills? Nonethe-
less, her actions require consequences, because 
she is jeopardizing your relationship.

My hot-mess side says, dang, stealing from 
family is jacked up and she deserves a smack! 
While my highly favored and blessed side says, 
this is undoubtedly a devious cry for attention. 
The fact that you don’t want to address her is a 
sure softhearted indication that you don’t want 
to hurt her feelings. With that said, before you 
next excursion, I’d suggest that you stuff your 
dollars in your brassiere.

Family is family, and one things for sure, she 
doesn’t like or respect you like longtime kin. 
Otherwise she wouldn’t steal from you. Allow 
some time and grass to grow under your feet in 
between hook ups for outdoor adventures. This 
relationship is flighty, there’s no depth or foun-
dation. Sometimes what you want and what it 
is, are two different things. Forgiveness is fine, 
but don’t lose sight that she’s gone rogue.

                              – Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans 
more than 25 years, including various roles at 
USA Today, Newsday and the Washington Post. 
Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.
com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask Alma” 
and Twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

Don’t let small dollar loans ruin your holidays
By Charlene Crowell
NNPA Columnist

By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 
NNPA Columnist

The Univer-
sity of Kentucky 
at Lexington (the 
flagship college), 
has shrouded an 
indoor mural that 
features paintings 

of enslaved African Americans 
bending to pick tobacco (or pos-
sibly cotton) while a train full of 
white folks seems to appear on 
their backs. There are other offen-
sive images in the painting, but in 
many ways the painting reflects a 
Kentucky reality. Yes, there was 
oppression. The artist captured a 
reality that others might not find 
popular. University President Eli 
Capilouto agreed to cover the mu-
ral so that the campus has an op-
portunity to discuss it.

Should the mural be removed or 
should its depiction be balanced? 
Enslavement was real. It is his-
tory. There is no purpose served 
by attempting to eliminate history. 
The mural might be a learning ex-
perience if a work by an African-
American artist, offering a differ-
ent depiction of the period, would 
be observed in the same building, 
ideally perhaps in the same space. 
Then, the space might evolve into 
a space where history classes or 
discussion groups could grapple 

with the history of a state-funded 
university (which means black 
people’s taxes) that did not admit 
African Americans until 1949.

I am excited that student activ-
ists are stepping up and speaking 
out about the racist and Confeder-
ate symbols that are woven into the 
very existence of our nation. I am 
repulsed whenever I have to drive 
down “Jefferson Davis Highway” 
in a Washington, D.C. suburb 
(and initially designed to go from 
Virginia to California) wondering 
why a loser like Davis (the Confed-
erates did lose the war – imagine 
Hitler Avenue in Germany) gets an 
interstate highway named for him. 
Those who protest racist symbols 
must also be aware that it is easier 
to lower a flag, shroud a painting, 
or remove a name from a building 
or road than it is to tackle the root 
causes of institutional racism.

There has been a laudable in-
crease in student activism that has 
garnered necessary national atten-
tion. At the University of Missouri, 
black student outrage, combined 
with the financial pressure ap-
plied by the football team (whose 
unwillingness to play a scheduled 
football game would have cost 
the university one million dol-
lars), pushed both a president and 
a chancellor out of their jobs. At 
Harvard University, where the 

designation of undergraduate facil-
ity leaders as “house masters” has 
been long-debated, the university 
has now decided to change the way 
they address those in that position. 
At Princeton University, students 
decrying Woodrow Wilson as a 
virulent racist (which is nothing 
but the truth) have demanded that 
his name be removed from college 
buildings. 

My feelings about the build-
ings and programs at Princeton 
University are similar. Woodrow 
Wilson’s racism caused many Af-
rican Americans to lose jobs they’d 
scrambled hard to earn though a 
challenging government employ-
ment system. He cost black people 
money and toppled some from 
solidly middle-class to working 
poor. Is that a legacy that should be 
deified? Still, unless the removal 
of Wilson’s name from buildings is 
coupled with substantive changes 
in university relationships with Af-
rican Americans (including more 
faculty hires, more opportunities 
for African American students, 
more engagement in the communi-
ty, etc.) changing a building name 
simply whitewashes the more 
critical issue of the ways African 
Americans have been exploited.

Julianne Malveaux is an author 
and economist based in Washing-
ton, D.C. www.juliannemalveaux.

Why changing building 
names isn’t enough
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist



HONOLULU – President 
Barack Obama says criticism 
of his strategy to combat the Is-
lamic State group is legitimate 
and failure to keep the public in-
formed has contributed to fears 
that not enough is being done.

In a year-end interview with 
NPR News, Obama says the 
most damage the group can do 
to the U.S. is to force Americans 
to change how they live or what 
they believe in.

“I think that there is a le-
gitimate criticism of what I’ve 
been doing and our administra-
tion has been doing in the sense 
that we haven’t, you know, on a 
regular basis I think described 
all the work that we’ve been do-
ing for more than a year now to 
defeat ISIL,” the president said 
in the interview released Mon-
day, referring to IS by one of its 
acronyms.

Obama says that if people 
don’t know about the thou-
sands of airstrikes that have 
been launched against IS targets 
since August 2014, or aren’t 
aware that towns in Iraq once 
controlled by the group have 
been retaken, “then they might 
feel as if there’s not enough of a 
response.”

“And so part of our goal here 
is to make sure that people are 
informed about all the actions 
that we’re taking,” he said.

To that end, Obama outlined 
the strategy against IS in a na-
tionally televised address from 
the Oval Office on Dec. 6, days 

after a radicalized married cou-
ple who had pledged allegiance 
to an IS leader opened fire on 
the husband’s co-workers in San 
Bernardino, Calif., killing 14 
and heightening people’s fears 
about home-grown extremism.

The Islamic State group 
claimed responsibility for a se-
ries of attacks that killed 130 
people in Paris about two weeks 
before the California shooting.

Obama also said that Republi-
can presidential candidate Don-
ald Trump is exploiting eco-
nomic anxiety among workers, 
particularly among “blue-collar 
men” with some of his rhetoric. 
Trump has argued for temporar-
ily banning Muslims from en-
tering the United States, and has 
made inflammatory comments 
about Hispanics and others.

With economic stresses and 
flat wages, Obama said, “there 
is going to be potential anger, 
frustration, fear. Some of it 
justified but just misdirected. I 
think somebody like Mr. Trump 
is taking advantage of that,” 
Obama said. “That’s what he’s 
exploiting during the course of 
his campaign.”

Before leaving Washington 
for his annual Christmas vaca-
tion in Hawaii, Obama tried 
to soothe the public’s anxiet-
ies about attacks on the U.S. 
through a series of public ap-
pearances with members of his 
national security team following 
separate briefings on the Islamic 
State and on potential threats to 
the U.S. homeland.

After one of those briefings, 
which took place at the Na-

tional Counterterrorism Center, 
Obama said publicly that of-
ficials had no specific, credible 
information suggesting a poten-
tial attack against the U.S. He 
urged people to be vigilant dur-
ing the holidays.

In the interview, Obama also 
urged keeping the situation in 
perspective, saying that IS “is 
not an organization that can de-
stroy the United States.”

“But they can hurt us, and 
they can hurt our people and 
our families. And so I under-
stand why people are worried,” 
he said. “The most damage 
they can do, though, is if they 
start changing how we live and 
what our values are, and part 
of my message over the next 
14 months or 13 months that I 
remain in office is to just make 
sure that we remember who we 
are and make sure that our resil-
ience, our values, our unity are 
maintained.,”

“If we do that then ISIL will 
be defeated,” Obama said.

In other subjects discussed 
in the wide-ranging interview, 
Obama said:

-Democrats have a “good 
chance” of regaining control of 
the Senate in the 2016 elections.

-Campus activism is a “good 
thing,” but protesters should be 
open to hearing opposing view-
points when presented “respect-
fully and reasonably,” instead of 
just trying to shut them down.

-The “specific virulence” of 
some of the opposition directed 
at him “may be explained by the 
particulars of who I am.”

LAS VEGAS – The Colombi-
an contestant was already wear-
ing this year’s Miss Universe 
crown when host Steve Harvey 
returned to announce on live 
television that he had mistakenly 
read from a cue card, and that the 
contestant from the Philippines 
was actually this year’s winner.

In the following moments, the 
crown was removed and placed 
on the head of a mystified Pia 
Alonzo Wurtzbach of the Philip-
pines. Other contestants rushed 
to console Ariadna Gutierrez 
Arevalo of Colombia and Har-
vey felt compelled to apologize 
on Twitter and to reporters as-
sembled backstage.

“I feel horrible for this young 
woman,” he said.

Harvey said it was his mistake 
and that he would take respon-
sibility for not correctly reading 
the card, which said that Wurtz-
bach was this year’s winner and 
Colombia was actually the first 
runner-up.

He held up the card for Fox 
network cameras to see up close. 
Talking with reporters after-
ward, Harvey and an executive 
for pageant owner WME-IMG 
called it human error.

“Nobody feels worse about 
this than me,” he said.

Wurtzbach appeared stunned 
as she walked to the front of the 
stage alongside the crown-wear-
ing Gutierrez before last year’s 
Miss Universe from Colombia 

removed the crown and placed it 
on Wurtzbach’s head.

Wurtzbach later said she felt 
conflicting emotions as the mis-
take happened: joy when she 
was told she had indeed won, 
concern for Gutierrez and confu-
sion at the whole situation.

Wurtzbach said she tried to 
approach Gutierrez onstage 
afterward, but the Colombian 
was crying and surrounded by a 
crowd of women. She said she 
realized it was “probably bad 
timing.”

“I did not take the crown from 
her,” Wurtzbach told report-
ers after the pageant concluded, 
saying she wished the contestant 
from Colombia well and hoped 
the Latin American community 
understands that “none of this 
was my fault.”

“None of this was done on 
purpose. It was an honest mis-
take,” she said, apologizing on 
behalf of the organization she 
now represents. She said Har-
vey told her afterward that she 
“should just enjoy the moment.”

Harvey also apologized on 
Twitter, but at first misspelled 
the home countries of both con-
testants before also fixing that. 
“I’d like to apologize whole-
heartedly to Miss Colombia & 
Miss Philippines for my huge 
mistake,” he wrote. “I feel ter-
rible.”

Within seconds of Gutierrez 
being crowned, Colombian Pres-
ident Juan Manuel Santos took 
to Twitter to commemorate what 

appeared to be an unprecedented 
back-to-back Miss Universe win 
for the South American nation.

“Colombians! The most beau-
tiful in the world,” wrote Santos. 
“Miss Universe 2016!!!! What 
pride!”

But seconds later, Santos had 
to reverse himself.

“For us you’ll always be our 
Miss Universe,” he wrote in a 
message to Gutierrez. “We feel 
very proud.”

Donald Trump, who used to 
own the rights to Miss Universe, 

tweeted on Monday that “this 
never would have happened” 
under his watch. He softened his 
tone later that morning in an in-
terview on NBC’s Today Show, 
calling Harvey a “great guy” 
who handled it well. Trump said 
if he were still in charge of the 
show, he would make the wom-
en share the title.

“I think I’d make them a co-
winner. That’d be very cool,” he 
said.

He added: “Things happen. 
It’s live television,” he said.

Harvey, who was hosting the 
contest for the first time, said 
he reread the card and noticed it 
said “first runner-up” next to the 
Colombia contestant’s name be-
fore he asked producers if he had 
made a mistake.

An executive with pageant 
owner WME-IMG, Mark Sha-
piro, said Harvey caught the 
mistake and corrected it on his 
own, saying he wanted to make 
a wrong into a right.

“It was humiliating for the 
women. It was humiliating for 
him,” he told reporters after the 
pageant.

As all this was unfolding, a 
car drove up onto a sidewalk 
and struck dozens of people just 
outside the Planet Hollywood 
hotel-casino where the pageant 
was taking place. The Las Vegas 
Strip was soon jammed with am-
bulances and fire trucks, and au-
thorities said at least 30 people 
were taken to a hospital to be 
treated for injuries and one per-
son was killed.

Even before Sunday night’s 
oops moment, the pageant was 
involved in another controversy 
when a backlash against Trump 
led Univision to pull out of the 
broadcast and the businessman 
to sell it in September.

NBCUniversal and Trump co-
owned the Miss Universe Orga-
nization until earlier this year. 
The real-estate developer of-
fended Hispanics in June when 
he made anti-immigrant remarks 
in announcing his Republican 

presidential run.
That led Spanish-language 

network Univision to pull out 
of the broadcast for what would 
have been the first of five years 
airing the pageants, and NBC to 
cut business ties with Trump.

The former star of the “Ce-
lebrity Apprentice” reality show 
sued both companies, settling 
with NBC in September, which 
included buying the network’s 
stake in the pageants.

That same month, Trump sold 
the organization that includes 
the Miss Universe, Miss USA 
and Miss Teen USA pageants to 
entertainment company WME-
IMG.

Philippines presidential 
spokesman Edwin Lacierda 
didn’t address the debate over 
the win but said, “in bagging 
this victory, Ms. Wurtzbach not 
only serves as a tremendous 
source of pride for our people, 
but also holds up the banner of 
our women and of our country as 
a true representative of what the 
Filipina can achieve.”

The competition started with 
women representing 80 coun-
tries between the ages of 19 and 
27. For the first time, viewers 
at home weighed in, with their 
votes being tallied in addition to 
four in-person celebrity judges.

It’s the third time a contestant 
from the Philippines has won the 
title.

The pageant’s contestant from 
the United States, Olivia Jordan, 
was named second runner-up.

NATIONAL

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

Steve Harvey holds up the card showing the winners after he incorrectly 
announced Miss Colombia Ariadna Gutierrez as the winner at the 
Miss Universe pageant on Sunday in Las Vegas. Miss Philippines Pia 
Alonzo Wurtzbach was named Miss Universe. AP PHOTO/JOHN LOCHER

President Barack Obama speaks during a news conference in the 
Brady Press Briefing room at the White House in Washington. Obama 
says criticism of his strategy to combat the Islamic State group is 
legitimate and failure to keep the public informed has contributed to 
fears that not enough is being done. AP PHOTO/SUSAN WALSH

This photo shows single dosage syringes of the Fluarix quadrivalent 
influenza virus vaccine in New York. There’s not much flu going 
around in the United States so far – unlike the last three seasons 
when doctors’ offices were filled with patients before Christmas 
and the worst hit by late December. The government’s latest flu 
tracking data was released Dec. 18. AP PHOTO/PATRICK SISON

Mistake at Miss Universe crowns 
Colombia instead of Philippines
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NEW YORK – This year’s 
flu season seems like old times.

There’s not much flu going 
around so far – unlike the last 
three seasons when doctors’ 
offices were filled with patients 
before Christmas and illnesses 
peaked by late December.

“It really is off to sort of a 
slow start” compared to that 
recent history, said Lynnette 
Brammer of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

The CDC released its week-
ly flu count Friday. Only South 
Carolina is showing significant 
flu-related traffic at doctor’s 
offices and clinics.

Traditionally, most flu sea-
sons don’t really get going un-
til around Christmas - possibly 
triggered by holiday gather-
ings that bring together people 
and viruses. Infected kids then 
go back to school, mingle with 
classmates, and flu season 
takes off.

Using mathematical model-
ing, scientists at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory this week 
predicted there’s a 57 percent 
chance this flu season will 
peak in February, and a 67 per-
cent chance it will be mild.

Experts are still puzzling 
about why flu became epidem-
ic so early the last few years. 
Factors might include the 
weather and what kind of flu 
bug was spreading the most, 
said Dr. John Treanor, a flu 
vaccine researcher at the Uni-
versity of Rochester School of 
Medicine.

The CDC’s Brammer said 
so far this year there’s a mix 
of flu viruses making people 
sick. In bad seasons, one nasty 
strain dominates. And last 
year, the flu vaccine didn’t 
work very well for the bug 
that caused most of the ill-
nesses. This year’s version 
was changed.

The delayed season means 
there’s more time for people to 
get vaccinated, Brammer said.

Flu season off
to slower start this 
year; might be milder

Obama: Criticism of strategy 
against Islamic State fair

By Kimberly Pierceall
Associated Press

By Darlene Superville
Associated Press

By Mike Stobbe
AP Medical Writer
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Tired of renting? Try affordable homeownership through Habitat for Humanity 
Mississippi Capital Area. Learn more at an informational meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Jan. 7 at the Jackson Medical Mall Community Room; or call 601-535-6060 
or visit www.habitatmca.org.

12/24/2015

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30 
P.M., local time, January 19, 2016 at Jackson City Hall, for the Asphalt and 
Concrete Installation and Repair Term Bid.

The entire projects must be completed within eighteen (18) months. The con-
tract will be subjected to liquidated damages in the amount of five
hundred dollars ($500.00) per calendar day for each consecutive calendar 
day in which the contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As 
a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. 
Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, 
bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more informa-
tion on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please 
contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at (601) 960-1856. Copies 
of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are 
available at 200 South President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d - 4, 
that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to 
this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, 
color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the 
quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initia-
tives, and assistance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corpora-
tions, and/or entities doing business within the City of Jackson, as well as 
those who seek to contract with the City of Jackson on various projects and/
or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City of Jackson in achieving its 
goal by strongly considering city of
Jackson residents for employment
opportunities.

Specifications and Bid forms are on file and open to public inspection on the 
5th floor (Infrastructure Management Division) of the Warren Hood Building 
located at 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39205. One (1) copy of 
the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents may be procured from the 
Infrastructure Management Division, upon payment of $100.00 dollars, which 
will not be refunded. Please contact Leroy Lee (Infrastructure Manager) at 
(601) 960-1168 for directions or any additional information for procurement 
of plans and specifications. The Standard Specifications adopted by the City 
Council may be procured from the Department of Public Works, if desired 
upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on January 7, 2016 at 3:00P.M. local time, 
in the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontrac-
tors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend. 

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of 
responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establish-
ing its classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is 
authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or 
certified check in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the 
work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond 
each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount 
awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Per-
formance Bonds must file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy 
of their power of attorney.

Bids shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City of 
Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each bid-
der shall write its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the 
sealed envelope containing its proposal.

Bidders will be responsible for including workers from the City of Jackson’s 
Jackson 500 program. 

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any and all informalities.

Kishia L. Powell    Gus McCoy
Director, Department of Public Works  Chief Administrative Officer

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel  

12/17/2015, 12/24/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
NOTICE OF INTENT TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS

FOR THE SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (JMAA) requests Sealed Bids (“Bids”) 
for the purchase of items identified for disposal by JMAA (“Items”).

JMAA will receive Bids at the offices of JMAA, Suite 300, Main Terminal Build-
ing, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International 
Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on January 8, 
2016 (the “Deadline”).  The outside of the envelope must be marked “Bid for 
the Purchase of JMAA Personal Property”.

A site visit is scheduled for December 29, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. central time at 
the address indicated above.  Any parties interested in viewing the Items for 
sale are welcome to attend.  No additional times will be allotted to view the 
Items for sale.  All sales are final and “as is”.  Each Respondent must submit 
a separate amount and description for each Item they are bidding on.

All communication and computer equipment will be sold in one (1) lot (“Lot”) 
and consists mainly of scrap parts.  This Lot will not be split for any reason.  
The Lot will consist of thirteen (13) Apple iPhones, one (1) Apple Cinema Dis-
play, one (1) Adaptive Display System, one (1) Ultrak Monitor, four (4) Apple 
Mac computers, twelve (12) Dell Optiplex computers, two (2) Dell monitors, 

one (1) HP Deskjet 1220C, one (1) HP Deskjet 5550, one (1) HP Deskjet 
960C, and one (1) OKI Microline 590.  The computers do not include moni-
tors, keyboards, etc. and may be missing hard drives and/or memory as well 
as other parts.

In addition to the Lot, there are three (3) motor vehicles available for pur-
chase individually.  They include one (1) 1998 John Deer 4x2 Gator ATV, 
one (1) 1999 Ford F150 Pickup Truck, and one (1) 2002 Ford Ranger Pickup 
Truck.

JMAA will not consider any Bids received after the Deadline for any reason 
whatsoever.  Any questions regarding the sale of these Items are to be
directed to Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

12/17/2015, 12/24/2015, 12/31/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, JAN. 13, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE AN-
DREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD 
BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

OLD BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-21, REQUEST BY: ERIN GUYTON TO MODIFY THE 
EXTERIOR OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1621 PEACHTREE ST. IN THE 
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-26, REQUEST BY: TIM TAYLOR TO ADD A NEW AD-
DITION AND OTHER MODIFICATIONS TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 827 
PINEHURST ST.  IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

OTHER ITEMS

ADJOURN

12/17/2015, 12/24/2015

Drivers: 
CDL-A 1 yr exp. Home nightly, Excellent 
Health/Supplemental Benefits, .40 cpm 
based on PSP and MVR. Van freight 250 

mile radius around Vicksburg, MS. 
Eric or Victoria 256-432-3944 7am-7pm

PASS
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Satellite TV Difference

With gratitude and cheer
The Mississippi Link family
extends our warmest wishes

to your family 
for health and happiness

during this Christmas season.



MEDICAL BILLING SPECIALISTS
NEEDED! Train at home for a career
working with Medical Billing and
Insurance Claims. NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training at Bryan
University! HS Diploma/GED and
Computer/Internet needed. 1-877-259-
3880.

DRIVER - CDL/A. READY TO MAKE
MORE MONEY IN A NEW CAREER?
Get your CDL_A in 22 days with no out-
of-pocket tuition cost! We pay you while
you train. New pay increase. Classes
starting every Monday. Refresher course
available. Must be 21 years of age. 855-
378-9335. EOE.
w w w. k l l m d r i v i n g a c a d e m y. c o m

PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or confer-
ence room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Partially furnished if
interested. Excellent neighbors. Great
space for small business or nonprofit
association or charity. Call Monica to
arrange a viewing. 601-981-3060, or e-
m a i l
mgilmer@mspress.org.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!          Get
a whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-
877-381-8004.

AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo. FREE
Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 1 9 - 2 5 2 6 .

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
CPAP / BIPAP SUPPLIES at little or no
cost from Allied Medical Supply Network!
Fresh supplies delivered right to your
door. Insurance may cover all costs. 1-
800-918-5928.

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576.
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone. FREE
brochure. Call 1-800-365-4628

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g F o r  S a l e - M i s c .

F o r  R e n t

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of December 20, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

SHOUT
OUT!

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Dec20_MCAN

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
The Mississippi Link

For more information please call: 601-896-0084 
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Happy
Holidays
from the
Mississippi
Children,s
Museum!: )
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MS Children’s Museum 
“Holiday Spectacular”

PASS

MS Children’s Museum 
“Holiday Spectacular”

3.556 x 6    48 Web

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
JSU STUDENT UNION
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
LUMPKINS BBQ
182 Raymond Road
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
PIGGLY WIGGLY
2875 McDowell Road
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
MARDI GRAS CAFÉ  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
MACK’S CAFÉ
103 West Madison Street
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

SHOUT 
OUT!

You need advertising
solutions that deliver!

•Discounted Regional 
or Statewide Newspaper 
Ads

•Customized Newspaper 
Ad Placement Service

• Digital Ad Services

7 out of 10 Mississippians read their newspaper weekly!

Your Advertising Needs To Be There!

Mississippi Press Services
Call Sue at 601-981-3060                                 www.mspress.org
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Mississippi Press Services

“Shout Out!”
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McComb, MS 800-935-6894
Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery.

Free Background Information Available Upon Request.

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION.

ATTENTION: SERIOUS INFECTION AFTER
HIP OR KNEE REPLACEMENT SURGERY

Did you or a loved one develop a serious infection after 
hip or knee replacement surgery?

Warming blankets used during surgery to help regulate
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Alcorn ends season 
at Celebration Bowl

North Texas holds off 
late Delta Devil surge

ATLANTA - Alcorn State 
University became the first 
Southwestern Athletic Confer-
ence institution to be put on dis-
play at the inaugural Air Force 
Reserve Celebration Bowl Sat-
urday afternoon in Atlanta’s 
Georgia Dome against North 
Carolina A&T State. The 35,528 
announced attendance is higher 
than 15 FBS bowl games last 
year.

Four first half scoring plays 
in the first quarter arguably 
proved to be the difference as 
the Braves fell short 41-34.

Lenorris Footman threw a 
10-yard scoring pass to run-
ning back Aaron Baker in the 
second quarter, caught a 9-yard 
touchdown from wide receiv-
er Tollette George in the third 
quarter, and threw an 11-yarder 
to George to tie it at 27-27 with 
12:57 left in the game.

Braves wide receiver Bran-
don Vessell tied the game again 
when he threw a three yard scor-
ing strike to tight end Brandon 
Campbell with 5:10 to go.

Two plays later, the 5-foot-6, 
173-pound Cohen took off up 
the middle, pulling away from 
multiple defenders for his third 
score to put the Aggies ahead for 
good.

Alcorn State did not go qui-
etly, but after reaching first-and-
goal at the A&T 9-yard line, 
Footman threw four straight in-
completions.

Tarik Cohen rushed for 295 
yards and touchdowns of 83, 74 
and 73 yards for A&T.

The Celebration Bowl MVP’s 
73-yard scoring run with 4:17 
left proved to be the game win-
ner.

Alcorn State (9-4), champion 
of the SWAC, was led by Foot-
man. He passed for 144 yards 
and two scores, rushed for 62 
yards, and caught a nine yard 
touchdown pass as the Braves 
rallied from a 24-6 second-quar-
ter deficit to tie the game twice, 
at 27-all and 34-all.

Khris Gardin gave A&T a 
quick lead on a 74-yard punt 
return just 1:24 into the game, 
and Anthony Williams returned 
the favor moments later with an 
84-yard punt return to pull Al-
corn State within 7-6.

Cohen popped scoring runs of 
74 and 83 yards on the Aggies’ 
next two possessions, and A&T 
pushed its lead to 24-6 when 
Cody Jones was good on a 45-
yard field goal with 11:31 left in 
the first half.

SWAC Champions Alcorn 
State rallied to tie on the strength 
of trick plays but in the end still 
fell short.

DENTON, Texas – Missis-
sippi Valley’s men’s basketball 
team lost a non-conference 
thriller 87-74 to The Mean 
Green of the University of North 
Texas.

Marcus Romain paced the 
Delta Devils with 19 points, 
eight rebounds, four steals, two 
assists and one block; while Da-
mian Young added 18 points, 
six rebounds, four steals and 
two assists. Latrell Love tallied 
15 points and five rebounds for 
Mississippi Valley.

Both, MVSU and UNT were 
unable to land baskets on their 
first possessions of the contest. 
With, one minute and 30 ticks 
off the game clock, Michael 
Matlock landed a layup, for 

the first points of the contest 
on a pass from Romain. Deckie 
Johnson for North Texas missed 
a three pointer, Isaac Williams 
pulled down a defensive re-
bound for the Delta Devils. 
Matlock’s jump shot put Missis-
sippi Valley up 4-0 with 18:00 
remaining in the first half.

UNT went on a 5-0 run be-
fore all scoring came to a halt 
between 17:31 and 16:06, it was 
here Romain tipped the ball up 
for two; Damian Young was 
credited with the assist. Johnson 
responded with a three pointer 
for The Mean Green, to take the 
lead by one. In the final minutes 
of the first, North Texas was able 
to build a sizable lead going into 
the break, leading 45-26.

MVSU opened the second 

half with baskets by Romain 
and Love to close the point de-
ficient. The final half was a furi-
ous back and forth pace between 
two strong units, however Mis-
sissippi Valley outscored North 
Texas 46-42.

As a team the Delta Devils 
finished with 17 offensive re-
bounds, 26 defensive rebounds 
for a total of 43. The team landed 
27 field goals for a 37.5 percent-
age and 76% from the charity 
stripe. MVSU was able to keep 
turnovers to a minimum, only 
giving up 10 for the contest.

Mississippi Valley will be 
back in action after the holiday, 
when they travel to Honolulu, 
Hawaii, to take on The Univer-
sity of Hawaii Rainbow War-
riors on Dec. 29.

SWAC.org 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Blue signs with Jackson State
The Jackson State football program inked Justin 

Blue a 5’8, 194 pound running back from South-
west Mississippi Community College, its first 
signee of the Tony Hughes era on Dec. 16. 

The Brookhaven native rushed for 555 yards 
(61.7 ypg) and four touchdowns for the South-
west Bears during the 2015 season. Hughes, who 
was announced as JSU’s head football coach last 
week, is widely regarded as one of the top recruit-
ers in the nation.  

While at Brookhaven High School, Blue re-
corded 1,853 career rushing yards and 17 touch-
downs. He averaged 6.5 yards per carry and 61.8 
yards per game. As a senior he rushed for 1,108 
yards and 11 touchdowns on 146 carries. 

Special to The Mississippi Link

Justin Blue is Jackson State’s first signee under 
new head football coach Tony Hughes.

Alcorn State’s Lenorris Footman heads for the end zone in the 
Celebration Bowl Saturday in Georgia. PHOTOS BY PHIL ELLSWORTH, 
ESPN IMAGES

Alcorn State’s Quinton Cantue stops North Carolina A&T’s Kevin 
Francis.

Alcorn State University Coach Jay Hopson (right) congratulates 
North Carolina A&T Coach Rod Broadway after the Braves’ loss.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Mississippi Link Newswire
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BOOK REVIEW:
“MIRACLE ON 133RD STREET”
BYSONIA MANZANO, 
  ILLUSTRATED BY MARJORIE PRICEMAN 
   C.2015, SIMON & SCHUSTER 
   $17.99 / $22.99 CANADA  •  48 PAGES
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Mama says you’d better share 
your toys.

But you don’t mind; it’s 
Christmas and as long as other 
kids are careful, they can play 
with your new gifts, too. Shar-
ing is one of the best things 
about the holidays, as you know, 
and in the new book “Miracle 
on 133rd Street” by Sonia Man-

zano, illustrated by Marjorie 
Priceman, it could make your 
holiday brighter.

It was Christmas time, and 
Jose’s family had the “tiniest 
Christmas tree ever.” There was 
hardly room for all the family’s 
ornaments. Their apartment was 
small, too, and Mami said the 
oven was too tiny for the Christ-
mas roast, which made Papi sad. 

He wished they’d never left 

Puerto Rico. Everything was 
bigger there.

But how do you cook a great 
big roast? Jose had an idea, Papi 
put the roast in a great big box, 
and they set out for Regular 
Ray’s Pizzeria. 

They were barely out the 
door, when their neighbor, Mrs. 
Whitman, complained about the 
noise. On the third floor, Mr. and 
Mrs. Santiago mentioned that 
their children weren’t coming to 
visit this Christmas. Mr. Frank-
lin thought there were burglars 
in the building, and he refused to 
come out of his apartment. The 
Wozenskys on the second floor 
were worried about money, Ms. 
Simon was yelling about shop-
ping, and the DiPalma kids were 
making a huge racket. Even the 
customers at Happy Full Tum-
my Food Store seemed very un-
happy.

Three hours later, though, the 
great big roast had been cooked 
in a great big pizza oven and the 
scent was “most glorious… so 
garlicky and olive oily and de-
licious…” It smelled so yummy 
that Jose felt like he was floating 
on its perfect, tasty goodness.

“Feliz Navidad,” said Mr. Ray 
as Jose and Papi headed home – 
but not before they invited Mr. 
Ray to share their meal. They 

invited the Wozinskys on Sec-
ond Floor, and they asked Mr. 
Franklin to leave his apartment. 
Mrs. Whitman came, too, and 
so did the Santiagos. Each per-
son brought a little something to 
Jose’s apartment.

And that was where a miracle 
occurred…

The first guest arrives at your 
holiday celebration. Then the 
second, fifth, eighth, and tenth, 
and your child might wonder 
if there’ll be enough for this 
crowd.  The answer, of course, 
is yes and “Miracle on 133rd 
Street” will show him how.

There’s always room for one 
more, as author and Emmy 
Award-winning actress Sonia 
Manzano proves in this sweet 
little story that starts out sad 
and ends in such joy that you 
won’t be able to stop smiling. 
The ingenuity of Jose and his 
papi boost this tale in a perfect 
way, and I loved how Manzano 
subtly portrays a multi-level, 
multi-cultured apartment build-
ing and the people inside it. Add 
in magical, sparkling pictures by 
Marjorie Priceman and you’ve 
got an instant holiday classic.

Though this book is mainly 
for 4-to-8-year-olds, I think 
slightly younger children might 
sit still for it. One read-through 
or bedtime read-aloud, and your 
kids will agree that “Miracle on 
133rd Street” is a good story to 
share. 

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Lawyer (abbr.)
2. Angry
3. Skewer
4. Snooze
5. The other half of Jima
6. British princess
7. Shekel
8. Bark in pain
10. Black and white animals
16. Trumpet’s cousin
18. Fashionable
19. Big Apple
20. Singer Adams
21. Witless
22. Ca. University
24. Dunking cookies
25. Am not
26. Cincinnati baseball team
28. Not old
30. Stray

ACROSS 
1. Association (abbr.)
5. Fluky
9. Transparent gem
11. “as you __”
12. Trash
13. Spoken
14. Still
15. Before Christ
17. Gross national product (abbr.)
18. Humorous
20. Computer number system
22. Pot
23. Tin (abbr.)
24. Paddle
27. Greenish-blue color
29. Strange
31. Track
32. What’s “in”
33. Afresh
34. Decays

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Charles M. Schulz

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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Anderson United Methodist Church in Jackson held its Pastor Appreciation 
Service Dec. 13 to honor Rev. Joe W. May’s 14 years of service. 

Rev. Stephen Cook was the guest speaker for the event. 
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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December 17 - 25, 2015

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

COOK'S 

SHANK PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$129

FRESH  WHOLE

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$179

USDA  CHOICE

RUMP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$299
USDA  CHOICE  EYE  OF

ROUND
ROAST

PER  LB.

$389

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$119

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS  
TENDERS

PER  LB.

$199

COOK'S

BUTT  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$149

COUNTRY  PLEASIN  SMOKED

SAUSAGE
14  OZ.

$399

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RIBEYE  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$1099

FRESH

BAKING
HENS

PER LB.

99¢

MARTHA  WHITE

FLOUR  &  MEAL
5  LB.  BAG

2/$5
PURE  CANE

DOMINO
SUGAR

4  LB.  BAG

$189

SAVE  ON

RED  
DIAMOND  TEA
GALLON  JUG ............................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

MEDIUM  EGGS
DOZEN ...................................... 

$199

LAND  O  LAKES

REAL  BUTTER
1  LB. ....................................... 

$379

PILLSBURY 

CRESCENT  OR  
CINNAMON  ROLLS
8 - 13  OZ.  .................................. 

3/$5
SHREDDED / CHUNK

KRAFT  CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

2/$5
DAISY 

SOUR  CREAM
16  OZ. ....................................

$199

KRAFT  PHILADELPHIA  

CREAM  CHEESE
8  OZ. .......................................

 $179

TROPICANA

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ. ...................................... 

$299

SELECT  VARIETIES

FRESH  FROZEN
VEGETABLES
2  LB. ....................................... 

2/$4
EDWARDS

PECAN  PIE
32  OZ. ...................................... 

$599

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON  GROWN  RED
DELICIOUS  OR  CRISP  GRANNY  SMITH

APPLES
POUND

89¢

SWEET  FLORIDA

ORANGES
EACH

5/$1
FRESH  YELLOW

ONIONS
3  LB.  BAG

$149

FRESH  BROCCOLI

CROWNS
POUND

$279

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$229

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

WE WILL BE CLOSED 
CHRISTMAS DAY AND WISH 

YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


