
In an effort to show that he 
plans to be the “president for all 
Americans” and to bolster support 
in the black community, Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump has met 
with a number of black celebrities 
and businessmen including rapper 
Kanye West, billionaire Robert 
Johnson and NFL Hall of Famers 
Jim Brown and Ray Lewis.

Unlike so many other visitors 
to Trump Tower, Trump greeted 
West in the lobby; members of 
the media snapped pictures and 
yelled questions.

“We’ve been friends for a long 
time,” Trump told reporters at 
the end of the meeting. “We dis-
cussed life.”

With rumors swirling that 
Trump is having difficulty find-
ing someone to perform at his 
January 20, 2017 inaugural, there 

was unconfirmed speculation that 
West may serve as some form 
of entertainment at an inaugural 
event.

In a separate meeting, Trump 
talked to Brown and Lewis about 
economic empowerment in the 
black community and urban de-

velopment.
Trump recently selected famed 

neurosurgeon and former presi-
dential candidate Ben Carson to 
lead the Department of Housing 

WASHINGTON – Donald Trump will officially be-
come president next month. Trump surpassed the 270 
electoral votes needed from 538 electors casting their 
ballots, in a day of normally ceremonial voting that 
drew attention amid intense social media pressure and 
protests in state capitols.
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Mississippi Electors’ Named
The following are the Republican 
presidential electors.
 • Ann Hebert
 • Joe F. Sanderson Jr.
 • Charles Evers
 • J. Kelley Williams
 • William G. Yates Jr.
 • Wirt A. Yerger, Jr.
A quick glance at who Mississippi’s 
Republican electors are: Charles Evers, a 
radio station owner and host and former 
Mayor of Fayette; Ann Herbert of Lucedale, 
who’s on the state Republican executive 
committee; Joe Frank Sanderson Jr. of 
Laurel, chairman and CEO of poultry 
company Sanderson Farms; J. Kelley 
Williams of Jackson, retired chairman 
and president of chemical company 
First Mississippi Corp.; William G. Yates 
Jr. of Philadelphia, chairman of Yates 
Construction; and Wirt A. Yerger Jr., of 
Jackson, a retired insurance broker who 
was state GOP chairman from 1956-1966.
Evers was a last-minute addition to replace 
Brad White of Braxton, a former state GOP 
chairman who was chosen as an elector 
months ago but said he couldn’t fulfill the 
duty because he recently started a federal 
job, as chief of staff for Republican Sen. 
Thad Cochran.Electoral College

Continued on page 3

President-elect Donald trump 
meets with black celebrities

Trump wins Electoral 
College vote as 
insurgency fizzles

For fans of the outgoing 
first family, this holiday 
season will be bittersweet. 
It will be the Obamas’ last 
year of appearing on their 
annual Christmas cards.

This year’s card features 
a much grayer President 
Obama than the one Ameri-
cans elected for the first time 
eight years ago, alongside 
first lady Michelle Obama 
and his two daughters Malia 
and Sasha, who have grown 
up in the White House.

“As our family reflects on 
our many happy years spent 
in the White House, we 
are grateful for the friends 
we’ve made, the joy we’ve 
shared, and the gifts of kind-
ness we’ve received,” the 
card reads. “We wish you 
and your loved ones a joy-
ous holiday season and a 
wonderful new year.”

It’s signed by President 
Obama, first lady Michelle 
Obama, Malia and Sasha, 
as well as the two adorable 
White House dogs Bo and 
Sunny by their paw prints.

Obamas unveil their final 
White House Holiday Card

By Adam Howard
nbcnews

By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Heidi M. Przxbyle
TheAssociated Press

Jackson police officerJuliana Chisholm and retired NFL player Victor Brazile at bike give-away
PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Trump

President-elect Donald Trump re-
cently met with Kanye West. This 
photo was taken during the Van-
ity Fair kickoff event for the 2009 
Tribeca Film Festival. PHOTO BY DA-
VID SHANKBONE/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Members of the Mississippi Electoral College sign certifi-
cates of vote in the process of formally casting their elec-
toral votes in Jackson, Miss. Dec. 19, 2016. PHOTO: ROGELIO 
V. SOLIS, AP

There could be traffic jams on sidewalks 
and streets in Metro Jackson on Christmas 
morning thanks to the state’s retired NFL 
players.

For the third year, the MS Retired Players 
Association in partnership with the group 
Reading on Wheels handed out 500 free 
children’s bicycles during their annual Ce-
lebrity Bike Give Away.

The group gathered Saturday morning 
at Smith Wills Stadium to load the bikes in 
cars, greet people and just have a fun time. 

Jackson police officer Julianna Chisholm, 
who was at last year’s event and picked up 
two bikes this year, said the giveaway was 

the best yet. In addition to bikes, Chisholm 
said there were more giveaway items. 
“They had a lot more items this year” such 
as toys and stuffed animals, she said. “Peo-
ple even came from out of state this time.”

The two she picked up were for children 
of families she met on her police beat.

During the give away a local DJ played 
music and broadcasted live while the Pro-
tégé Allstars dance troupe performed. The 
troupe is comprised of girls ages 5 to 18, 
said director Charey Robinson, whose un-
cle is Players Association president Vernon 
Perry.

Murrah High School cheerleaders were 

Give away
Continued on page 3

Retired NFL players in the 
spirit of giving this Christmas

Trump
Continued on page 3

Merry Christmas
from the Mississippi Link

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Stephanie R. Jones

PHOTO BY DONOVAN E. SCOTT
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Obamas’ last Christmas in the
White House brings joy to thousands

First Lady Michelle Obama and Olympic swimmer Simone Manuel read stories 
to children after the lighting of the  National Christmas Tree. PHOTOS BY PAULETTE 
SINGLETON/TRICE EDNEY NEWS WIRE

Chance the Rapper and singers onstage at the National Christmas Tree Lighting.

President Barack Obama, alongside First Lady Michelle Obama and their youngest daughter, 
Sasha, greets the crowd of thousands at the National Christmas Tree lighting. 

Thousands waited in lines anticipating the holiday 
fun and entertainment, including performances by 
Chance the Rapper and Yolanda Adams.

Audience enjoys Christmas music and festivities at the final National Tree lighting by the Obamas.



also present.
Perry, who is from Jack-

son, played at Jackson State 
University and went on to 
play with the NFL’s Hous-
ton Oilers. “We want to 
make sure kids who might 
not ordinarily get gifts for 
Christmas get something,” 
Perry said.

He added the bikes are 
also good because they are 
a way for kids to get exer-
cise that leads to healthier 
lives, noting that physical 
education isn’t a part of the 
curriculum in many schools 
and the prevalence now of 
electronic devices that hold 
children’s attention.

“Save a kid, save a life, 
that’s my motto,” Perry 
said.

The group raised funds 
to purchase the bikes from 
Walmart. As in previous 
years Walmart manager 
Billy Tingle was on hand to 
help coordinate the delivery.

Alpha Robinson is the 
head of Reading on Wheels, 
which has assisted in the 
bike giveaway every year as 
a winter project. She said in 
the summer the organization 
sponsors a feeding program. 
“This year we fed about 
35,000 children,” Robinson 
said. The group also pro-
vides private tutoring.

To ensure bikers ride 
safely, the Department of 
Rehabilitation provided 
helmets to all who received 
bikes.

Stephanie R. Jones can 
be reached at srjones13@
gmail.com or (601) 454-
0372.
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Members of the MS Retired Players Association and volunteers at the Christmas Annual Celebrity Bike Give Away

Volunteers Ursula and Kevin May with WJSU’s Rob J

Carolyn Warner and other volunteers help Walmart man-
ager Billy Tingle unload bikes.

Lenora Honer shows off T-shirt signed by retired players.

Jackson City Councilman Charles Tillman, retired NFL 
players Glen Collins and Jeffrey Moore at the annual Ce-
lebrity Bike Give Away. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Give away
Continued from page 1

Trump
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Electoral College
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and Urban Development.
After the meeting, Brown 

said that he fell in love with 
Trump, “because he really 
talks about helping African-
American, black people. 
That’s why I’m here.”

Brown continued: “When 
he goes through what he went 
through to become the presi-
dent, he got my admiration, 
because no one gave him a 
chance.”

CNN contributor and for-
mer HuffPost Live host Marc 
Lamont Hill expressed con-
cerns about Brown’s com-
ments during a recent segment 
on the network.

“I don’t have a problem 
with Jim Brown saying, look, 
we want to do urban develop-
ment,” said Hill. “We want 
housing. We want to make 
demands of you, but to say 
you ‘fell in love with’ Donald 
Trump or his platform or his 
campaign to me is disturbing.”

Hill said that the reality TV 
star has a history of dangling 
black people around like trin-
kets.

Hill added: “That’s not to 
suggest that Donald Trump 
didn’t have any real black 
friends. But when [you] look 
at where his political commit-
ments and economic invest-
ments are, they don’t suggest 
any kind of care for the black 
community.”

On the same morning of 
West’s visit, the Trump transi-
tion team announced that Exx-
on CEO Rex Tillerson was se-
lected as Trump’s nominee for 
Secretary of State. Tillerson is 
yet another businessman with 
close ties to Russia who has no 

foreign policy or federal gov-
ernment experience.

President Obama once 
called Kanye West a “jack-
ass;” he was also quick to add 
that West was talented.

Over the years, Trump has 
been in the company of several 
African-American celebrities 
including Mike Tyson, Don 
King and Russell Simmons. 
Most of those affiliations ap-
pear to be related to charity 
events and other happenings 
around New York City. What 
doesn’t seem to ever arise 
from those associations is any-
thing substantive that benefits 
the black community at large.

Whether the visits with 
West, Lewis and Brown were 
anything more than the latest 
acts in a year of Barnum and 
Bailey campaign spectacles is 
yet to be seen, but if past pat-
terns remain consistent that 
will likely be the case.

So far, Trump has se-
lected Steven Mnuchin 
for Secretary of Treasury; 
Elaine Chao for Secretary 
of Transportation; Wilbur 
Ross for Secretary of Com-
merce; Rep. Mike Pompeo 
as CIA Director; Jeff Ses-
sions for Attorney General; 
South Carolina Governor 
Nikki Haley as Ambassador 
to the United Nations; Betsy 
DeVos for Secretary of Edu-
cation; Rep. Tom Price for 
Health and Human Services; 
Ben Carson for Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment; Mick Mulvaney as 
the director of White House 
Office of Management and 
Budget; and Vincent Viola 
for the Secretary of the Army.

Despite a last-minute push 
by outside progressive and Lib-
ertarian groups, there was no 
rebellion. In fact, most of the 
“faithless” electors appeared 
to be Hillary Clinton defectors 
in Washington state, with three 
voting for former secretary of 
State Colin Powell and one for 
Faith Spotted Eagle, a Native 
American and environmental 
activist. Two Texas GOP elec-
tors went rogue and didn’t vote 
for Trump.

The meetings, which occur 
more than a month after the Nov. 
8 election, are typically a for-
mality. This year, Trump critics 
mounted a vocal campaign ap-
pealing to the Republican elec-
tors pledged to vote for him. The 
official results of the vote will 
be announced before Congress 
on Jan. 6, although the results 
from each state were released 
throughout the day Monday.

Electors received thousands 
of emails and phone calls argu-
ing Trump is unqualified, as the 
first president in the nation’s 
history with no military or gov-
ernment experience and with 
potential conflicts of interest 
due to his business empire. Con-
firmation by the FBI and CIA 
that the Russian government 
hacked Clinton’s campaign and 
the Democratic National Com-
mittee seeking to help Trump 
win the election have amplified 
their calls.

“Frankly, at this point, I’m 
wondering if Putin helped 
Trump win the Republican pri-
mary,” Chris Suprun, a Texas 
elector who’s been an outspo-
ken critic, said before the voting 
began. In Rhode Island, electors 
passed a motion calling for an 
independent, bipartisan investi-
gation into Russian intervention 
in the election as Congress de-
bates whether the matter should 
be reviewed by Republican-led 
committees or as an indepen-
dent probe.

Thousands of protesters 
gathered outside state capitals 
throughout the country. Yet in 
the end, the rebellion fell far 

short of the dozens of poten-
tial faithless electors that some 
Trump opponents said could 
materialize.

Opponents would have need-
ed 37 GOP electors to switch 
their votes. The one alterna-
tive to Trump, Ohio Gov. John 
Kasich, had told electors not to 
vote for him. Even if there were 
a mass defection, the matter 
would have kicked to the Re-
publican-led House of Repre-
sentatives, which was unlikely 
to override their own party’s 
president. Further, the Repub-
lican National Committee con-
ducted a parallel whip effort to 
make sure electors stick to the 
plan to vote for Trump.

Clinton won more than 2.8 
million more votes than Trump 
nationwide. But Trump won 
a majority of the 538 electoral 
votes – the state-by-state system 
created by the nation’s found-
ers based on the size of a state’s 
congressional delegation.

It’s the second time in recent 
history, including Democrat Al 
Gore’s loss in 2000 to George 
W. Bush, that the person win-
ning the popular vote lost the 
election. Before that, it hadn’t 
been since 1888, when Ben-
jamin Harrison beat Grover 
Cleveland, that a candidate won 
the presidency despite losing 
the popular vote.

The trend is causing Demo-
crats to question the system 
by which the nation chooses 
its leaders, according to a new 
USA TODAY/Suffolk Univer-
sity Poll. It finds 50 percent of 
registered voters believe the 
Electoral College should choose 
the president. Yet more than 
four in 10 – 42 percen – say the 
Constitution should be amended 
so the popular vote prevails in 
choosing the commander in 
chief. Liberals are most likely 
to want a change while conser-
vatives want to keep the current 
system.

Trump assumes the mantle 
with an electorate deeply skep-
tical of his presidency, accord-
ing to a new Wall Street Jour-

nal/NBC News poll. While the 
percentage of voters who view 
him positively has increased to 
41 percent, that’s 7 points less 
than those who view him unfa-
vorably. While 45 percent said 
they were optimistic and satis-
fied about Trump as president, 
it’s 21 points below Obama’s 
number in January 2009 and 14 
points below George W. Bush’s 
number at the same time in 
2000.

One thing Americans are unit-
ed about is that Trump will bring 
change to Washington. Half said 
they approve of the way Trump 
is handling the transition, com-
pared with 73 percent who said 
the same about Obama at this 
point. A majority of Americans 
are significantly bothered by re-
ports of Russian hacking during 
the 2016 campaign. Yet 57 per-
cent said the hacking didn’t help 
Trump win.

The coalition of outside 
groups seeking to pressure 
electors, calling themselves the 
Hamilton Electors, ran $500,000 
in television ads over the week-
end featuring actors including 
Martin Sheen and Debra Mess-
ing quoting from the Federalist 
Papers about the need for elec-
tors to exercise their conscience 
in casting their votes. Yet a PO-
LITICO/Morning Consult poll 
shows 46 percent of voters say 
electors should be bound to vote 
for the candidate that won their 
state, to 34 percent who think 
electors shouldn’t be bound if 
they have significant concerns 
about the winner.

The polls also show how sig-
nificantly false information has 
spread as Trump recently de-
clared that he won in “a massive 
landslide victory.”

Half of Republicans think 
Trump won the popular vote, 
according to recent survey of 
1,011 Americans conducted by 
Qualtrics. Trump lost the popu-
lar vote by a by a wider margin 
than any president in modern 
history. Among Republicans 
without college education, the 
share was 60 percent.

Bus Driver of the Month

Employee of the Month (November 2016) HCSD Maintenance 
Department Recognized for 
Improvements and Savings!

Pictured L-R: Curtis Washington, 
Transportation Director-Durham 
Services; Delores Mays, Bus Driver 
-Utica; and Dr. Linda Laws, Board 
President. This recognition is given 
based on: Safety Record, Attendance, 
Bus Management and going the extra 
mile. Mays has 46 Years of Service to 
students in the HCSD.

Maintenance team attend board meeting 

Ivan Smith Sr., 
Director of Maintenance

Since becoming director, Mr. 
Smith’s focus has been on 
employee certification, control 
cost, and completing pending 
projects. Smith and his team 
have currently saved the 
district over $103,000 for the 
2016-2017 school year.

L-R: Sharon Harris, Human Resource Director; Levi 
White, Central Office Receptionist; and Dr. Linda 
Laws, Board President. White was recognized for 
“Outstanding Customer Service”. He has 27 Years of 
Service in the HCSD. White has demonstrated excel-
lent customer service to the public, central office staff, 
and school personnel by providing prompt, courteous 
responses to their needs. He understands the custom-
ers’ needs and always prioritizes them to make sure 
both the important and the urgent move forward to 
completion. He consistently answers the phone and 
greets everyone with a smile and a friendly hello. And 
he knows when to ask for additional support from a 
team member if he doesn’t have the answer.

Hinds County School 
District Weekly Update

HCSD Board Recognize Bus Driver of the Month and 
Employee of the Month for November 2016! 



A passionate educator – 
whether at home, church or 
school – a strong, loving and 
compassionate wife, mother, 
grandmother, confidante and 
friend, Juanita Stubbs Blunt-
son made her final transition 
from earth to glory Monday, 
Dec. 12, 2016. Her life, her 
love, her legacy will continue 
and thrive through the many 
life lessons that she shared 
with those whom she met as 
she sojourned here during 
her earthly journey.

Born in Jackson, Miss. 
April 7, 1937, the oldest of 
five children to Jack and Sol-
lia Bufkin Stubbs, Juanita 
was reared and nurtured in a 
loving, Christian home along 
with her two sisters and two 
brothers.

Her parents, sisters Charles 
Raye and Johnnie Mae, 
brothers Jack Jr. and Collis, 
as well as her beloved son, 
Craig, preceded her in death.

As an early learner, it was 
obvious that she had a pas-
sion for school and an intense 
desire to learn. While others 
were playing ball or cooking, 
one could always find Juani-
ta reading. This eagerness to 
learn morphed into a career 
as an educator.

In the mid 40s, Juanita 
made the life-changing de-
cision to accept Christ as 
her Lord and Savior at Cade 
Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church where Reverend J.D. 
Hayden served as the pastor. 
A faithful and fruitful mem-
ber of Cade Chapel, Juanita 

served in various capacities 
at the church including Sun-
day School teacher, member 
of various auxiliaries such 
as Circle of Hope and  the 
church’s bereavement com-
mittee. She attended Touga-
loo Hand School for her ele-
mentary years and graduated 
from Lanier High School in 
1955. She earned a B.S. in 
education in 1960 and a Spe-
cialist’s Degree in education 
in 1985, both from Jackson 
State University. Juanita also 
earned a Master’s Degree in 
education from Mississippi 
College in 1975. She began 
her career as an educator in 
Clarksdale, Miss.

It was in Clarksdale that 
Juanita met her husband, 
Frank Bluntson. They mar-
ried Nov. 22, 1962 and moved 
to Jackson. To their union, 
two sons were born: Craig 
Durrell and Eric Demond.

Juanita continued her ca-
reer in education in Jackson 
Public Schools, teaching at 
several JPS schools, begin-
ning at Walton Elementary. 
During desegregation, she 
was assigned to McCleod 
Elementary School and later 
to Powell Plaza. After Pow-
ell Plaza closed, she taught 
at Galloway Elementary. 
Her students and staff were 
very special to her. She re-
tired from JPS as principal 
of Poindexter.

After retirement, Juanita 
remained active as an avid 
volunteer, serving at St. 
Dominic Hospital and Merit 
Health Care, formerly known 
as Central MS Health Center 
and at the Jackson Medgar 
Wiley Evers International 
Airport. 

She lovingly and compas-
sionately visited the sick 
and shut-in members of the 
church and always checked 
on others trying to aid them 
in their life challenges.

Never forsaking her pas-
sion for teaching, she tutored 
in various schools, especially 
at Operation Shoe String and 

Raines Elementary School. 
Whether she was called 
Juanita, Mom, Bobbye or 
MiMi, all who called her, 
loved her dearly.

Her infectious smile, lov-
ing and outgoing personal-
ity caused her to never meet 
a stranger. Even her efforts 
to “run everything” and be 
in control, endeared her to 
many because they knew 
her heart and intent. More-
over, she was a faithful, car-
ing, comforting counselor to 
family and friends, accept-
ing of all, allowing each to 
be himself or herself, loyal 
“to a fault.” Her mantra was, 
“Sometimes, it’s just nice to 
be nice!”

Above all, she was a God-
fearing woman who loved 
the Lord and delighted in 
serving Him. 

Her legacy of love and 
life will be cherished and 
emulated by her family: her 
husband of 54 years, Frank 
Bluntson, Jackson, Miss.; 
sons, Eric “Chucky” Blunt-
son, Jackson, Miss., Frank 
(Sheila) Strong, Houston, 
Texas, Sidney (Sherriann) 
Lee, Memphis, Tenn., and 
Rogers Lee Jr. Chicago, Ill.; 
daughters, Letha Stubbs-
Gilmore, Houston, Texas 
and Marilyn Lilly, Chicago, 
Ill.; daughter-in-law, Bar-
bara Bluntson, Ridgeland, 
Miss.; grandchildren, Con-
nor Durrell, Kayla (Steven), 
and Cherise (Marcus); great 
grandchildren, Christien, 
Malia and Steven III; a spe-
cial daughter, Loretta Brown 
Buckley, Brandon, Miss.; 
a special cousin, life-long 
friend and family matri-
arch, Juadine Cleveland, 
Ridgeland, Miss. and other 
nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends.

Funeral services were held 
December 21, 2016 at Cade 
Chapel M.B. Church in Jack-
son. Senior Pastor Reginal 
Buckley officiated.

“I have fought a good fight. I 
have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith.” - 1I Timothy 4:7

The life journey of Willie C. 
Dow began January 13, 1922 in 
Jackson, Miss. He was the sev-
enth of ten children born to the 
late Mr. and Mrs. John Dow Sr. 

Willie made the transition 
to eternal life in glory Sunday, 
November 27, 2016.

After graduating from high 
school, Willie went to India-
napolis, Indiana and worked a 
while at Kingan Meat Packing 
Company. Later, he was drafted 
into the U.S. Army.

In 1990, Willie C. and Gladys 
moved to Seattle, Wash., where 
the couple joined Ebenezer 
A.M.E. Zion Church. There 
W.C. worked at Safeway Meat 
Company. 

In 1994, they moved back to 
Jackson where the couple joined 
Blair Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion 
Church which later became Ca-
thedral A.M.E. Zion Church. It 
was at Cathedral where “Daddy 
Dow” (affectionately called) 
made an eternal spiritual im-
pact on everyone he touched, 
both young and old.

His heart was with the men 
of the church. He was a firm be-
liever that men should love their 
wives, which he demonstrated 
in his own marriage of seventy 
years. He believed that men 
everywhere should lift up holy 
hands without doubt or wrath to 
praise God.

Papa Dow received that name 
after mentoring so many men in 
the men’s ministry, known as 
the “Praying Men,” which was 
organized by him. These men 
went all over the city in homes 
and hospitals, as a group, pray-

ing for others.
As an evangelist he spoke at 

the men’s ministry meetings en-
couraging younger men to stay 
with God and to live a life of 
holiness. He also taught Sunday 
School and served as a trustee. 

His legacy of prayer, tenacity, 
and love for his fellowman will 
forever live in the lives of all 
who he called his spiritual sons 
and daughters.

He leaves to cherish his leg-
acy: his wife, Gladys Dow of 
70 years; sister, Katherine (Rev. 
Alvin) Lee of Louisville, Ky.; 
brother, Robert (Malena) Dow 
of Jackson, Miss.; nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, John and Eddie Smith 
Dow; five sisters: Amanda Dow 
Allen, Cornelia Dow Cantell, 
Laura Lee Dow and Marguerite 
Dow McKinney; three brothers, 
John Dow Jr., Joseph Dow and 
James Dow.

Funeral services were held 
Dec. 3, 2016 at Cathedral 
A.M.E. Zion Chuch in Jackson, 
officiated by Pastor Gary D. 
Adams Sr.

IN MEMORIAM
4 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comDECEMBER 22 - 28, 2016

BluntsonDow

A life and legacy of love
Juanita Stubbs Bluntson

A Homegoing Celebration 
for Willie C. Dow

April 7, 1937 - December 12, 2016January 13, 1922 - November 27, 2016



Dec. 18, youth and adults alike brought 
scriptures to life as they participated in a 
skit titled, “The Birth of Jesus,” at Holy 
Temple Baptist Church, located at 5077 
Cabaniss Circle.

“The skit was a feature of our Annual 
Christmas program and fellowship dinner,” 
said Rev. Audrey Lynne Hall, who has 
served as the pastor of the West Jackson 
church for 10 years. “Our youth and adult 
members always look forward to our An-

nual Christmas program. We all enjoy it, 
especially when it can be a teaching lesson 
for our children and a reminder to us that 
‘Jesus is the real reason for the season.”

The youth, adorned in bible costumes 
acted out the scriptures Matthew 1:18-25 
narrated by youth and young adult, Edison 
Brown and Jada Brown, respectively (not 
related).

Other activities of the program included 
liturgical dance, miming, caroling and a 
Christmas fellowship dinner.

Jesus is the Reason 
for the Season

PHOTOS BY GAIL M. BROWN AND KARAN MINOR

Youth become a live nativity in 
the skit, “The Birth of Jesus”
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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 Jasha Sandifer has been named Student of the Week 
for Dec. 11-17 at The Piney Woods School. Sandifer is a 
senior from Mendenhall, Miss.

The Student of the Week program recognizes Piney 
Woods students who model superior character, leadership 
and citizenship.

“I am very proud of the progress Jasha has made since 
she became a student at Piney Woods,” said Janice Skiffer, 
Dean of Faculty at The Piney Woods School. “She has de-
veloped into a leader among her peers, and she embodies 
the school’s standard of excellence.” 

Geraldine Watkins was named Employee of the Month 
for December, 2016 at The Piney Woods School. Watkins, 
a native of Natchez, Miss., serves as a residential man-
ager, and has worked at Piney Woods for 32 years.

“In her role as residential manager, Watkins provides a 
safe living environment that is conducive to excellence in 
learning while encouraging spiritual and religious growth 
of our students,” said Janice Skiffer, Dean of Faculty at 
The Piney Woods School. “She helps to instill in our stu-
dents socially acceptable behaviors by teaching, reinforc-
ing and modeling desired behaviors.”

Mendenhall resident named 
student of the week at The 
Piney Woods School

Watkins named employee 
of the month at The Piney 
Woods School
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Cotton Blossom Singers celebrate 
Christmas at Piney Woods

A variety of Christmas music filled the Zilpha 
Chandler Auditorium at The Piney Woods School 
Dec. 10 as the school’s renowned choir, The Cotton 
Blossom Singers, presented their annual Christmas 
Concert.

Under the direction of Dr. Lindy McLeod, the 
choir captivated the audience by singing a medley 
of traditional, classical and contemporary Christmas 
music.

“This concert reminds us that the Christmas sea-
son has truly begun, and it also reminds us of how 
grateful we are during this time of the year,” said 
Willie Levi Crossley Jr., president of The Piney 
Woods School. “The Cotton Blossom Singers did a 
magnificent job of ushering in the Christmas season. 

“As you can see, we have some very talented stu-
dents, and I thank you for coming and supporting 
them tonight,” Crossley continued. “In addition, I 
thank our generous donors who help all of our stu-
dents receive a quality education.”

The Piney Woods School is located at 5096 Hwy. 
49 South in Piney Woods, Miss.

For more information, or to find out how you can 
assist the school, visit HYPERLINK “http://www.
pineywoods.org/”www.pineywoods.org.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Willie Levi Crossley Jr., president of the Piney Woods School, served as a guest soloist, leading The 
Cotton Blossom Singers in “O Holy Night.”

The Cotton Blossom Singers in concert.

Sandifer

Watkins
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Holiday Greetings from 
Mississippi Service Members

SrA Terrance Mclaurin, 
a U.S. Air Force Security 
Forces Defender, currently 
deployed to Al Asad Air 
Base, Iraq, gives a holiday 
shout out to loved ones in 
Laurel, Miss.

Major Tricia Cain, deployed 
to Bagram Airfield, 
Afghanistan, does a holiday 
greeting to family and friends 
in Biloxi, Miss.

TSgt Daniel Funchess, 
deployed to Bagram Airfield, 
Afghanistan, does a holiday 
greeting to family and friends 
in Crystal Springs, Miss.

Senior Airman Mathew 
Chapman, deployed 
to Bagram Airfield, 
Afghanistan, sends a holiday 
greeting to family and friends 
in Moss Point, Miss.

Lisa Boyd sends a 
holiday greeting to 
Jackson, Miss.

Lauren Warner sends 
a holiday greeting to 
Meridian, Miss.

Capt Dustin Eaves’ 
holiday shoutout is to 
family and friends in 
Meridian, Miss.

MSgt John Altevers, U.S. Air 
Force, is currently deployed 
to the Middle East and gives 
a holiday shoutout to loved 
ones in Meridian, Miss.

TSgt Curtis Hudnell, U.S. 
Air Force, is currently 
deployed to the Middle East 
and gives a holiday shoutout 
to loved ones in Meridian 
and West Point, Miss.

Major Corey Hedin, 
deployed to Bagram Airfield, 
Afghanistan, does a holiday 
greeting to family and friends 
in Biloxi, Miss.

Captain Ashley Stewart, 
deployed to Kandahar, 
Afghanistan, does a holiday 
greeting to family and friends 
in McComb, Miss.

Tech. Sgt. James Clark, 
deployed to Bagram Airfield, 
Afghanistan, sends a holiday 
greeting to family and 
friends in Laurel, Miss.

SMSgt Kendrick 
Hinton and MSgt 
Bobby Lawson send 
holiday greetings to 
family in Columbus, 
Miss.

SrA Zanteria Wells 
sends holiday 
greetings to 
Meridian, Miss.

SrA Solomon Strong 
holiday shoutout to family 
and friends back home in 
Columbus, Miss.

PV2 Kendrick 
Thomas sends a 
holiday greeting 
to his family in 
Heidelberg, Miss.

Staff Sgt. Ashley Payne  
sends a holiday greeting to 
family in Biloxi, Miss. from 
Geilenkirschen NATO Air 
Base, Germany

Spc. Moorehead sends 
a holiday shout out to 
family and friends.

MSgt Thomas Irby and fellow airmen send holiday greetings to Meridian, Miss.

Holiday message from Nathan, Hannah, Littie and Keeton 
Williams to friends and family in Tupleo and Amory, 
Miss.



JPS Open Doors students participated in the 
annual JPS Open Doors Scrabble Tournament 
November 17. Approximately 100 students in 
grades 4–6 used their spelling and word knowl-
edge in the daylong competition held at the JSU 
e-Center. Champions were determined after 
several rounds of play. Awards were given for 
first through third place winners at each grade 
level.

Scrabble fosters academic growth by helping 
students learn new words and definitions, im-
prove their memory and enhance their language 
and thinking skills. Scrabble also builds math 
skills as students calculate their scores. Since 
each letter in the game has a point value, and 
many spaces on the board can either double or 
triple a word’s value, scholars get an excellent 
opportunity to practice addition and multiplica-
tion.

The “Scholar of the Week” program 
highlights great students in Jackson 
Public Schools who are achieving 
great things. Each scholar demon-
strates leadership skills, a positive at-
titude, exemplary behavior and com-
mitment to achieving their academic 
goals.

Elementary

Meagan Young is a passionate and 
active pre-K student at George El-
ementary. She is the youngest junior 
captain of her cheerleader team. Mea-
gan hates to see anyone’s feelings hurt 
and dreams of saving all children in 
need. Meagan plans to become a doc-
tor and a police officer to help people.

Middle

Myesha Coleman is a seventh 
grade scholar at Rowan Academy of 
Achievement Middle School. She is 
a member of the Rowan girls basket-
ball team and wants to play for the 
WNBA some day. She loves spending 
time with her mom and sister, going 
out to eat and getting their nails done. 
Myesha’s future plans include attend-
ing Jackson State University and be-
coming a lawyer after her basketball 
career.

High

Callaway High School scholar Kay-
la Pippins leads the Callaway JROTC 
program as the Battalion Commander. 
She is a 2016 Excellence Award win-
ner for the JPS JROTC. She is cur-
rently Callaway’s LET1 and LET2 
Cadet of the Year. Kayla is an excel-
lent student and has an ACT score of 
22.

“My motivation to succeed is my 
grandfather who passed away in 2006 
and my mother who is an incredible 
woman,” said Kayla. “She looks for-
ward to attending college after high 
school.”

The United Healthcare Community Plan 
of Mississippi announced the launch of its 
Kicks for Kids initiative at Kirksey Middle 
School December 7. United Healthcare 
Chief Executive Officer Jocelyn C. Carter, 
JPS Board President Beneta Burt and Kirk-
sey Principal Quita Breland spoke to schol-
ars about the importance of good exercise, 
physical fitness and regular wellness exams 
from a doctor.

Kicks for Kids is an incentive program 
for members of the Children’s Health In-
surance Program of Mississippi between 

the ages of 6 and 16. Participants who at-
tend free wellness visits to the doctor re-
ceive a $70 Nike gift card that goes toward 
the purchase of a new pair of athletic foot-
wear. The Nike cards may be used in-store 
or online and will be mailed to students a 
few weeks from the date of their wellness 
visit.

“We’re hoping to make it easier for chil-
dren just like you to get excited about go-
ing outside and playing with your friends 
through physical activity,” said Carter.

Download the Kicks for Kids informa-
tion sheet for more information.
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United Healthcare representatives introduced the Kicks for Kids program at 
Kirksey Middle School before an audience of that included cheerleaders and 
boys and girls basketball team members. Presenters included cheerleader 
coach Lekeshia Clark, Board Pres. Beneta Burt, Principal Quita Breland and 
Middle Schools CAO Chinelo Evans.

Young

Coleman

Pippins
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By solidifying a postdoc-
toral research associate posi-
tion at Princeton University’s 
Lewis-Sigler Institute for In-
tegrative Genomics, Melanie 
McReynolds has by far sur-
passed the goals she set for 
her scientific career.

“It is hard to find the words 
to express how I feel about 
accepting this position,” said 
McReynolds, who earned a 
bachelor’s degree in chem-
istry from Alcorn State Uni-
versity in 2009. “I’m elated, 
humbled and blessed to have 
the opportunity to do my post-
doctoral training at Princeton 
University. It’s a surreal feel-
ing, but I see how all the work 
and effort over the years are 
paying off.”

McReynolds, who partici-
pated in the Bridges to Doc-
torate Program between Al-
corn and Pennsylvania State 
University, will spend the 

next year researching bio-
chemistry/biophysics with an 
emphasis on the core roles 
of metabolic regulation in 
regards to human health and 
disease. Her choice of study 
hits home for McReynolds 
because of the number of fam-
ily members who suffer from 
metabolic disorders.

“The mechanisms behind 
health disparities continue to 
peak my research interests, 
particularly those associated 
with metabolic disorders. 
This is of a particular interest 
to me because of the alarming 
number of people that suc-
cumb to metabolic disorders 
and diseases within my fam-
ily, such as Type 2 diabetes, 
heart disease and obesity.”

During her time as a stu-

dent, McReynolds gained 
quality scientific experience 
that shaped her passion for the 
field today. She was first intro-
duced to biomedical research 
in Bangalor, India where she 
interned at St. John’s Medical 
College, which was an op-
portunity that she got while 
a student in Alcorn’s Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences. 
She also participated in the 
Summer Research Internship 
Program at the University of 
Virginia and worked as a lab 
technician at the Army Envi-
ronmental Research and De-
velopmental Center (ERDC) 
in Vicksburg, Miss.

“At an early age, I found 
science to be very intriguing, 
challenging and rewarding. 
I have had the privilege of 

gaining research exposure and 
experience throughout my 
undergraduate and graduate 
tenure, therefore increasing 
my passion and strengthening 
my relationship for science. 
Overall, my experiences have 
provided me with the neces-
sary background to ensure my 
success as a scientist. The art 
of being able to ask and an-
swer any question is remark-
able. Through science and 
research, I have the ability to 
tackle the health questions, 
concerns and issues that affect 
our communities most.”

McReynolds, a Louisville, 
Mississippi native, encour-
ages others from small towns 
that they can achieve their 
goals no matter what chal-
lenges may lie ahead.

Personal growth and a desire to be 
a positive example to others were two 
driving forces that motivated Eliza-
beth Myles to further her education.

Myles, who is a marketing special-
ist for the School of Agriculture’s 
Mississippi Small Farm and Agri-
business Center at Alcorn State Uni-
versity, earned a doctorate degree in 
urban higher education from Jackson 
State University Dec. 9.

“It’s truly a blessing, and gratify-
ing at the same time,” said Myles. “It 
has been an exciting opportunity be-
cause it has given me the opportunity 
to analyze the different facets of op-
erations and management of higher 
education systems, both public and 
private.”

With her latest accomplishment, 
Myles hopes she can encourage oth-
ers to commit to excellence, no mat-
ter what.

“My parents instilled morals and 
values in me that motivate me to 
do my best in whatever I attempt to 
achieve. I wanted to pursue a doctor-
ate degree to advance my personal 
and professional growth and have the 
opportunity to inspire others, espe-
cially students.”

The two-year program required 
Myles to endure tons of reading, 
writing, research and conferences 
while being a full-time employee and 
mother to her two children. She said 
that had it not been for her faith and 
a strong support system, the journey 
she traveled would have been signifi-
cantly harder.

“The program was very intense 
and rigorous, but every part of it 
was worth it. I have strong faith and 
a great family support system, espe-
cially my husband, Jerome E. Myles 
Sr.”

Myles gives solid advice to other 
full-time employees who have the 
desire to enroll in college.

“Try to have a balanced life be-
tween work and your personal life. 
Make sure that you have a strong sup-
port system and be able to multitask. 
Be organized, committed to the pro-
cess and conduct intensive research 
in the area you are interested in. Also, 
never give up on your dreams.”

Alcorn State University’s Depart-
ment of Social Work received reaffir-
mation accreditation from the Council 
on Social Work Education through 
2024.

The Council on Social Work Educa-
tion is a nonprofit, national association 
that represents more than 2,500 indi-
vidual members, as well as graduate 
and undergraduate programs of profes-
sional social work education. Founded 
in 1952, this partnership of educa-
tional and professional institutions, 
social welfare agencies and private 
citizens is recognized by the Council 

for Higher Education Accreditation as 
the sole accrediting agency for social 
work education in this country.

Dr. Dorothy A. Idleburg, chair and 

professor for the Department of Social 
Work, led the program through the re-
affirmation accreditation process. This 
process includes a self-study and a site 

visit to campus by Council on Social 
Work Education representatives.

“We are proud of our accomplish-
ments and the recognition of our 
faculty, staff, students, advisory 
board and field instructors for their 
hard work and dedication to achiev-
ing reaffirmation of accreditation,” 
said Idleburg. “We look forward to 
preparing our students for careers in 
the field of social work and graduate 
school.”

The Mississippi State Board of 
Institutions of Higher Learning ap-
proved the establishment of Alcorn’s 
Department of Social Work in 2013.

The Jackson Touchdown Club re-
cently named its statewide honorees 
for its Most Valuable Senior Awards, 
and defensive end/linebacker Javancy 
Jones received the award for Jackson 
State University.

During its annual gala, the club 
presented awards to seniors on each 
football team in Mississippi. They are 
honored for displaying outstanding 
leadership on and off the field.

Jones is a three-time All-SWAC 
(Southwestern Athletic Conference) 
performer, a four time All-American 
and was a finalist for the 2015 C Spire 
Conerly Award.

At the end of his senior season, 
Jones finished just four tackles shy of 
smashing the FCS career record of 80 
in the category of “tackles for loss.”

As one of the top defensive play-
ers in the SWAC, he posted 82 tackles 
(third in the SWAC), 19.5 tackles for 

loss (second in the SWAC), and four 
sacks (11th in the SWAC).

On top of his on-field accomplish-
ments, Jones displayed his leadership 
abilities by being an active participant 
in community service activities, while 
also maintaining a 3.5 grade point av-
erage.

Finishing his career as one of 
JSU’s most decorated defensive play-
ers, Jones is on track to graduate this 
spring.

Myles earns 
doctorate 
degree from 
Jackson State

Alcorn graduate McReynolds lands 
scientific research position at Princeton 

Alcorn’s Department of Social Work 
receives reaffirmation accreditation

Jackson Touchdown Club gives 
Javancy Jones Most Valuable 
Senior Award for JSU
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“Christmas is coming, the 
goose is getting fat! Please 
put a penny in the old man’s 
hat! If you haven’t got a pen-
ny, a half penny will do. If 
you haven’t got a half penny, 
then God bless you!”

Awww simpler times. I know that you can 
remember them. This song was a childhood 
favorite of mine and one that I also shared 
with my own children.

Fast-forward to the present. Life has be-
come a lot more complex. We don’t sing this 
children’s nursery rhyme around my house 
anymore nor do many of the things that we 
enjoyed over the past decade or more.

However, I am proud to say that we do 
stand firm in one thing that this song de-
clares: “God Bless You!” Three simple 
words: God Bless You. What an awesome 
exchange of love especially during this hol-
iday season.

More than 2,000 years ago, God blessed 
this world with the greatest display of love 
that could ever be given – His Son!

It’s because of the gift of God’s Son that 
I find comfort in the loss of my parents, my 
brother and other loved ones. My mother 
transitioned from her earthly status Dec. 
21, 2011, but on Christmas morning of that 
same year, my siblings and I all came to-
gether to celebrate her life, love and her sal-
vation! God blessed ten of us with her as our 
precious gift but decided that she needed to 
be re-gifted to our father who transitioned 
April 25, 1992.

When these two united in matrimony, 
they didn’t have much (just as most young 
couples) or as the saying goes, they didn’t 
have a penny to their names so they learned 
to operate off of a half-penny. There were 
even times when they didn’t have a half-
penny, but one thing that never escaped 
them was the blessing of God.

Yes, Christmas is coming! Delectable 
meals (fat geese/meats) will be served in 
homes across the world and many charities 
(pennies in a hat) will benefit tremendously 
but the beauty of all of this is: If there is no 
meal or contribution to be made to charities, 
one thing that will never change is God will 
always “Bless Us.”

God’s goodness is shared around the 
world. He has gifted us in more ways than 
we can ever imagine. He provides us with 
just what we need and even when we don’t 
think things are going our way, He contin-
ues to “Bless Us.”

Yes, times are different from the era we 
experienced when we sang our favorite 
childhood Christmas nursery rhymes, but 
because of His blessings, we should be ec-
static about sharing God’s love with others. 
As you celebrate during this holiday season, 
share what God has done for you; share 
your joys of the good times and your love 
of the Lord.

Remember the verse that I often share 
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messenger for 
news in and around the state of Mississippi, 
would like to serve as your personal mes-
senger to share your news and the news of 
your places of worship.

To share your news contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, 
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion Editor

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

For so much talk about “peace 
on earth” at Christmas, you prob-
ably wish you could have more of 
it personally. Even Christmas cel-
ebrations, at best, only temporarily 
take our minds off our problems. 
Wouldn’t you like more peace of 
mind untainted by guilt, bitterness, 
or conflict? God has a plan for real 
personal peace that lasts a lifetime, 
no matter what your past has been 
or what your present problems 
are. When Jesus was miraculously 
born that first Christmas, the plan 
was set in motion. God’s love for 
you as an individual was revealed 
through Jesus Christ’s coming into 
the world, living among people like 
you and me, and His dying on the 
cross then rising from the dead. 
Through Christ’s death God offers 
you forgiveness for your sins, and 
through His resurrection the prom-
ise of everlasting life 

Christ died and rose again for the 
whole world, but the only way for 
you to establish a personal relation-
ship with Him is to accept God’s 
offer of forgiveness and everlasting 
life. God can give you a new start! 
The following Bible verses show 
you how. Read each verse and be-
lieve what it says, for it is the Word 
of God.

“God’s Love Is Revealed” – God 
so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life. (John 
3:16)

God loves you and all of man-
kind. He wants to bless your life 
and make it full and complete. He 
offers you not only an abundant life 
here and now, but a life which is 
eternal, like His very own life.

“Mankind Is Sinful” – All have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God. (Romans 3:23)

The saying, “We are just human; 
nobody is perfect,” is biblically 
sound. When we acknowledge this 
truth, we can see our separation 
from God, for He is holy.

“Sin Has a Penalty” – The wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. (Romans 6:23)

To continue in sin will result in 
spiritual death, which is separation 
from God forever. The alternative 
is to personally receive God’s free 
gift, which is pardon for sin and 
provision of life ever-lasting.

“Christ Paid the Penalty” – God 
demonstrates His own love toward 
us, in that while we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 
5:8)

You may think you must lead a 
“good” life and do charitable acts 
before God will love you. This is 
not so. God loves you even in your 
sin. He sent Christ to die in your 

place and to pay the penalty for 
your sin so that you can be recon-
ciled to Him.

“Salvation Is a Free Gift” – For 
by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and that not of your-
selves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast.” 
(Ephesians 2:8,9)

You may think that you are a 
Christian because you are a faith-
ful member of a church or have 
always tried to be a good person. 
But you could never do enough to 
deserve God’s gift. Grace means 
undeserved favor. God graciously 
offers you what you could never do 
for yourself. His gift is free – you 
do not, and cannot, work for a gift. 
All you need to do is receive it. Be-
lieve with all your heart that Jesus 
died for you to provide deliverance 
from your sins.

“We Must Receive Christ” – 
As many as received Him [Jesus 
Christ], to them He gave the right 
to become children of God, even 
to those who believe in His name. 
(John 1:12)

When you receive Jesus – when 
you accept what He has done for 
you – you become a child of God.  
Picture Jesus standing at the door 
of your life. He is waiting to be re-
ceived into your life.

“Receive Christ Now” – You 
can invite Jesus Christ into your 
life right now by praying to God a 

prayer like this: “Dear God, I know 
that I am a sinner and that I need 
Your forgiveness. I believe that 
Jesus died in my place to pay the 
penalty for my sin and that He rose 
from the dead. I now invite Jesus 
to come into my life as my Savior. 
Thank You for making me Your 
child. Help me learn to please You 
in every part of my life.”

Promises From the Word of 
God

 • Whoever calls upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved. (Ro-
mans 10:13)

If you just now received Jesus 
Christ by calling upon His name in 
prayer, the following took place:

 • Your sins were forgiven (Co-
lossians 1:14)

 • You became a child of God 
(John 1:12)

 • You were made heir to all of 
God’s blessings (Romans 8:16, 17)

 • You now possess everlasting 
life (1 John 5:11-13).

You became a Christian the mo-
ment that you received Christ. 
Don’t trust your feelings, for they 
will change. But take God at His 
Word and believe His promises. 
Review the Bible verses you’ve just 
read whenever doubts arise. You 
should be able to say with assur-
ance, “I have received Jesus Christ, 
and on the authority of God’s Word, 
I have eternal life.” May God grant 
you joy and peace in believing.

Christmas: 
A Time for Peace

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
College Hill Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 1600 Florence Ave., 
Jackson, will hold its Christmas 
Day service Dec. 25 at 10 a.m.  
For more information call 601-
355-2670. Dr. Michael T. Williams 
is the pastor.

Greater Pearlie Grove Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 1640 Coun-
ty Line Rd., Jackson, will hold its 
Christmas Day worship service  
Dec. 25 at 8 a.m. For more infor-
mation call 601-354-2026 or visit 
www.gpgmbc.org. Dr. Stephen F. 
Mason is the pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 
Watkins Dr., Jackson, will hold 
one special Christmas service  
Dec. 25 at 9 a.m.  For more in-
formation, call 601-366-7002. Dr. 
Jerry Young is the pastor.

New Horizon Church, 1770 Ellis 
Ave., Jackson will hold its Christ-
mas Eve service Dec. 24 at 5 p.m.  
Christmas Day service will be held 
Dec. 25, at 8 a.m.  For more in-
formation visit www.nhcms.org or 
call 601-371-1427. Bishop Ronnie 
Crudup Sr. is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church, 1285 
Raymond Rd, South Campus, 
Jackson, members will gather  
Dec. 24 from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
in its fellowship hall to prepare 
meals and collect blankets to de-
liver to the homeless in parks and 
at shelters.  For more information 
call 601-278-6815. Dr. Dwayne K. 
Pickett Sr is the pastor.

Ridley Hill M. B. Church, 1034 N. 
Livingston Rd., Madison, will hold 
its Christmas Day worship service 

Dec. 25 at 8 a.m.  For more infor-
mation call or visit www.ridleyhillc.
om. Dr. Keith Rouser is the pastor.

St. Paul A.M.E. Church, 816 
Madlison Ave., Madison, will hold 
its Christmas service Dec. 25 at 
11 a.m.  For more information visit 
www.stpaulamemadison.org or 
call 601-898-9610.  Rev. Byram 
D. McKinzie is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church of God 
in Christ, 3387 Medgar Evers 
Blvd., Jackson, will hold its 2017 
New Year Watch Night service  
Dec. 31, beginning at 9:30 p.m.  
For more information call 601-
981-8569.  Dr. Andrew Friday, Sr. 
is the pastor.

By Billy Graham
Special to The Mississippi Link
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The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of December 22

1. Made A Way   Travis Greene
2. God Provides    Tamela Mann
3. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
4. You’re Bigger   Jekalyn Carr
5. Hold My Mule   Shirley Caesar Featuring Albertina Walker & Milton Brunson
6. I Need You   Donnie McClurkin
7. Better    Hezekiah Walker
8. Hang On   GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard
9. Winning   Charles Jenkins
10. You    Jermaine Dolly

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM

“Nothing! Absolutely 
nothing!” Those were my 
thoughts as I threw the thick 
stack of Black Friday ads 
in the magazine rack. As 
me and my mama finished 
looking through Black Fri-

day ads after Thanksgiving dinner this year, 
we both agreed that there was nothing we 
saw that was worth getting up at 2 a.m. to 
go get. I agree with my daddy who wisely 
said a few years ago, “If it’s meant for me to 
have, it’ll be there when I get to the store at 
4 in the afternoon.”

Between Black Friday bargains and Cy-
ber Monday discounts, many of you may 
have completed your Christmas shopping 
by December 1. Some of you may be wait-
ing until closer to Christmas to finish up 
hoping that there will be greater discounts 
on that special gift. Whatever category you 
fall into, be sure not to leave the most im-
portant person off of your Christmas gift 
list: Jesus. Christmas is the only birthday 
that I can think of where people give them-
selves and others gifts and forget to get the 
real “birthday” honoree a present.

If you had a chance to give Jesus a gift 
this Christmas, what would it be? It is easy 
to say, “Happy Birthday, Jesus” but what 
gift are you going to give him this year? Are 
you going to give him the same ungrate-
ful attitude or will you give him a gracious 
heart? Proverbs 18:16 shows “A gift opens 
the way and ushers the giver into the pres-

ence of the great.” We are ushered into His 
presence when we decide to give totally 
ourselves to him.

I’ve heard the question of what to give 
Jesus posed more than once over the last 
few weeks. Giving him your life is always a 
good gift. If you’ve already given him that, 
here are a few other suggestions.

Now that you’ve made him savior, let him 
be Lord over your life.

Give him a pure heart that is open to His 
will and His purpose.

Give him honest words that speak the 
truth in love as we would want others to 
speak to us.

Give him a fervent commitment to live 
with integrity regardless of the circumstanc-
es.

Unlike people that we work with who we 
don’t like that we get gifts for, you can’t 
pick up a last minute gift at Dollar General 
with the attitude that Jesus should be glad 
I’m getting him something. Also, you can’t 
really get him a gift card that allows him to 
purchase what he wants from the store of his 
choice….He does own the cattle on a thou-
sand hills. I can’t think of any gift card that 
can match that.

Others may want the perfect gift…Je-
sus just wants the gift that’s willing to be 
perfected. Make the right choice this year:  
completely give yourself to him.

Shewanda Riley is the author of the Es-
sence best-seller “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after a Relationship 
ends.” She may be reached at lovehang-
over@juno.com.

P R E S E R V E D

The Perfect Gift
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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We read the follow-
ing verses in the Gos-
pel of Luke 14:15-24, 
“Now when one of 
those who sat at the 
table with Him heard 
these things, He said 

to him, blessed is he who shall eat 
bread in the Kingdom of God! Then 
He said to him, a certain man gave 
a great supper and invited many, and 
sent his servant at supper time to say 
to those who were invited, come, for 
all things are now ready. But they all 
with one accord began to make ex-
cuses. The first said to him, I have 
bought a piece of ground, and I must 
go and see it.  I ask you to have me 
excused. And another said, I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I am 
going to test them.  I ask you to have 
me excused. Still another said, I have 
married a wife, and therefore I can-
not come. So that servant came and 
reported these things to his Master. 
Then the Master of the house, be-
ing angry, said to His servant, go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in here the poor 
and the maimed and the lame and the 
blind. And the servant said, Master, 
it is done as you commanded, and 
still there is room. Then the Master 
said to the servant, go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that My house may 
be filled. For I say to you that none 
of those men who were invited shall 

taste my supper.”
In Jesus story, many people turned 

down the invitation to the banquet 
because the timing was inconvenient.  
We too can resist or delay responding 
to God’s invitation, and our excuses 
may sound reasonable – work du-
ties, family responsibilities, financial 
needs, or whatever we think sounds 
reasonable. If we want to do good in 
this world, now is the time to start 
and we must start right where we are.  
Even a spark can start a great fire; 
even a little dog can bark at a thief 
and wake up the Master and save the 
house. Do not forget that all great 
preachers were at one time just little 
Saints of God, who visited the sick, 
led prayer meetings, and sometimes 
preached to one or two. Even Jesus 
Christ preached to the lone Samari-
tan woman at the well, and I am sure 
that we are no better than Him. We 
must never forget that at one time 
larger churches were little missions.

We find many who seem as though 
they meant to serve God. Every-
thing is ready, but they still are idle, 
waiting, as they say, for an opening.  
There are many churches (buildings) 
standing idle beside the highways 
and hedges. If we are willing to sacri-
fice and do our part, God will help us; 
God never fails, but we cannot hope 
to be a blessing for God’s cause if we 
are not willing to do the little and the 
seemingly unimportant things. Many 
things we intend to do are never done 
just as many mean to get right but 
they put it off until it is too late. It is 

the mission of Satan to get us to idle 
our time away. Every day he can hin-
der us from leading sinners to Christ.

While we are waiting for Divine 
guidance, redeem the time for the 
days are evil. Serve the Lord with 
what we have now. Moses made an 
excuse, but Exodus 4:2-3 tells us:  
“And the Lord said unto him, what 
is that in thine hand? And he said, 
‘a rod.’ And he said, cast it on the 
ground. And he cast it on the ground, 
and it became a serpent; and Mo-
ses fled from before it.” When the 
apostle Paul was being led out to be 
executed, he persuaded three of the 
guards to be Christians. Consider 
Philip, how willing he was to mind 
the Lord when the Lord called him to 
go. He left a great revival and went 
out in a desert to preach to one Ethio-
pian. Remember Dorcas in Acts 9:36, 
39, she made coats and garments 
with her needles for the needy.

If we are willing to take up our 
cross and start serving God with what 
we have now, He will fit us in a place 
where He can use us best.

My friends, Happy New Year 
2017, and always know that we are 
laborers together with God.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Joynes Road Church of God, 
31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. 
He is married to Velma L. Green. He 
is a member of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as chair-
man of the Southeastern Association 
of The Church of God, Inc.

Start Serving God 
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link



In the United States 
of America, we love 
to bask in the glory 
of our “exceptional-
ism.” We are great; 
we are wonderful; we 
dominate the world. 

Scholars who study “us” say that our 
exceptionalism is rooted in the fact 
that we have offered leadership in in-
ternational affairs. We have committed 
more resources than other countries to 
the United Nations, to NATO, and to 
other organizations committed to in-
ternational peace. But we do this with 
a sense of paternal largesse, as if we 
are the greatest, the most wonderful, 
the benefactor.

But we have allowed our electoral 
system to be thrown into chaos, be-
cause Vladimir Putin has a grudge 
against former Secretary of State Hill-
ary Clinton and he used his minions to 
actualize his grudge. He’s had a bro-
mance with Donald Trump, who asked 
that Russia hack Hillary’s emails, and 
obeying Trump’s bidding, the Russians 
did. This whole electoral drama is a 
nightmare. Hillary Clinton got nearly 
three million more votes than Trump, 
but he has an Electoral College victory. 
Maybe. Is this American exceptional-
ism? A hacked democracy vulnerable 
to the intrusion of foreign powers?

If the Russians are hacking now, 
imagine what they will do in the fu-
ture. A recent study from the Nation-
al Center for Educational Statistics 
(NCES) shows that 15 year olds in 
the United States lag behind others in 
an international context. We talk as if 
we are number one or number two in 
achievement, but the fact is that we are 
number 14 or 15 by many measures. 
We aren’t exceptional – we’re just 
average, ranking below a dozen coun-

tries, hitting the median mark.
When science literacy is measured, 

24 countries rank higher than the 
United States. The OECD (Organiza-
tion for Economic Co-operation and 
Development) average score on sci-
ence literacy is 493, and the U.S. was 
close to the average at 496. Singapore, 
Japan, Finland, Canada, Vietnam, Aus-
tralia, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Switzerland, Ireland and Portugal were 
among those with higher scores. Re-
ally? These folks will be among those 
hacking us in a decade if we don’t 
make better investments in education!

We’re kind of average with reading 
literacy, as well. The OECD average 
is 493, and the U.S. average is 497. 
Singapore, Canada, Finland, Ireland, 
Japan, Norway, Germany, Poland and 
the Netherlands outscore us. We’re 
in the band with France, the United 
Kingdom and Spain. What are Singa-
pore, Canada and Ireland doing that 
we aren’t? In a global economy, how 
do we compete with them?

Our math comparisons with other 
countries are especially alarming. The 
OECD average for math literacy is 
490, but the U.S. score is 470. At least 
30 countries, including Singapore, 
Japan, Switzerland, Estonia, Canada, 
Denmark, Belgium, Germany, Poland, 
Iceland, Norway, Austria, Italy, Scot-
land, and the Russian Federation have 
higher scores than the U.S. Why?

The federal Department of Educa-
tion should deal with the matter of 
standards. Common Core, while not 
popular among some educational lead-
ers, is a way of ensuring that those 
who graduate from our nation’s high 
schools have a common foundation of 
knowledge. Implementing Common 
Core may be challenging, especially 
when some high schools, especially in-
ner city high schools, lack the resourc-
es to offer the broadest curriculum. 

While many schools offer advanced 
courses, including advanced place-
ment (AP) and international baccalau-
reate (IB), some do not. Every student 
needs to have an opportunity to access 
advanced learning.

More importantly, those who do ed-
ucational policy must look at the ways 
our students are lagging in the inter-
national environment. Are we content 
to be 14th, 22nd, 34th in international 
measures, while, at the same time, 
preaching exceptionalism. We aren’t 
especially exceptional when it comes 
to learning, we are merely average, 
and often below average when we re-
view international measures.

There are those who will quibble 
with the ways that the Program for 
International Student Assessment 
(PISA) measures learning outcomes. I 
think, though, that when students from 
73 educational systems tackle the same 
tests, objections can be pushed aside. 
Even with a flawed measure, even with 
adjustments, we must conclude that 
the United States is not exceptional, 
just average.

If we want to be exceptional, we 
need to do more than sell wolf tickets 
and crow over our competitors. Here’s 
the bottom line – the Russians were 
smart enough to hack us and mess with 
our elections. Are we as smart as they 
are, or are we average? Mr. Trump says 
he will create jobs. He needs to make 
resources available to the Department 
of Education. If he wants to “Make 
America Great Again,” he needs to 
make America smart again by invest-
ing in education.

Julianne Malveaux is an author, 
economist and founder of Economic 
Education. Her latest book “Are We 
Better Off? Race, Obama and Public 
Policy” is available to order at www.
juliannemalveaux.com. Follow her on 
Twitter @drjlastword.

In last week’s col-
umn, I discussed the 
hypocrisy running ram-
pant within the Demo-
cratic Party when it 
comes to the hiring of 
black staffers. I must 

have struck a serious nerve, because 
I received an anonymous email from 
someone with seemingly high-level 
Democratic credentials that was most 
surprising.

I have no idea who this person is, or 
what his/her agenda may be, but I was 
able to verify the details of the email 
I received.

I called several friends who work 
for Democratic elected officials in the 
United States Congress and the Dem-
ocratic National Committee. While 
not wanting to comment on specific 
members of the Democratic caucus, 
they agreed that the essence of the 
content of this anonymous email was 
very accurate.

This email contained such detailed 
information on each Democratic 
member of Congress that it had to 
come from someone with intimate ac-
cess to this type of sensitive data.

What was sent to me was a listing 
of every Democratic member of Con-
gress and who their fundraisers were. 
What’s ironic is that only one member 
of the Congressional Black Caucus 
(CBC) has retained a black fundraiser. 
The rest have either a white, asian, or 
hispanic person doing their fundrais-
ing.

Yet, these same members of the 
CBC have the gall to criticize the U.S. 
Senate for their lack of diversity when 
it comes to hiring black staffers. Mind 
you, that most CBC members them-
selves have very few blacks in posi-

tions of power on their personal staffs 
or committees.

Maybe, black Democrats should 
simply “self-identify” as illegal, 
transgendered or radical Muslim ex-
tremist refugees, because they seem 
to get all the benefits that only Ameri-
can citizens are supposed to get, but 
I digress.

Last year, members of the CBC 
traveled to Silicon Valley to lecture 
executives from Apple, Google, Intel, 
SAP, and Pandora about the lack of 
blacks in their workforce. Their then 
chairman, U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield 
of North Carolina said, “All of them 
are deficient. None of them have Af-
rican Americans on their boards of di-
rectors, and that is very disappointing 
because African Americans are part of 
the customer base of all five of these 
companies.”

Maybe, just maybe, members of the 
CBC should have a visit to their own 
member’s offices and determine why 
most of them have no black chiefs of 
staffs and no black fundraisers.

In the immortal words of Michael 
Jackson, maybe members of the CBC 
should take a look at that man in the 
mirror, and ask him to change his 
ways. If they want to make the world 
more diverse, take a look at them-
selves and make that change.

So, before black folks continue to 
complain about what “whites” are not 
doing for us, maybe we should look 
at what we’re not doing for ourselves.

Why should others do for us what 
the black members of Congress are 
not willing to do for us? Why do they 
refuse to hire capable black Demo-
crats with fundraising experience?

The CBC, like Africa in the United 
Nations, is the largest voting bloc in 
the U.S. Congress. So, they can stop 
any piece of legislation presented in 

the House, thus they have supreme 
leverage and never use it to push for-
ward any policy that they claim to 
care about.

Blacks are the largest voting bloc, 
but have no blacks in leadership posi-
tions in the House. Why did they turn 
their backs on esteemed Congressman 
Jim Clyburn when he got ousted from 
leadership so that Steny Hoyer could 
assume a leadership post?

So, let’s get this straight, the CBC 
goes around the country lecturing 
Silicon Valley about their lack of di-
versity, though they are guilty of the 
same thing. They complain about the 
lack of diversity on corporate boards, 
but at least Corporate America takes 
care of their own – whites.

But the CBC won’t even hire their 
own when it comes to fundraising 
jobs. So, if whites hire those that look 
like themselves, why won’t the CBC 
do the same?

Diversity is not an “either,” “or” 
proposition, it’s a “both,” “and.” CBC 
members criticize Silicon Valley for 
having few black staffers, they criti-
cize the U.S. Senate for having few 
black staffers, but they’re silent when 
it comes to their own conscious deci-
sions not to hire black fundraisers for 
their own campaigns.

So, if Silicon Valley and the U.S. 
Senate can be labeled “racist” for 
their lack of black staffers, shouldn’t 
the CBC have to wear the same label?

Raynard Jackson is founder and 
chairman of Black Americans for a 
Better Future (BAFBF), a federally 
registered 527 Super PAC established 
to get more blacks involved in the 
Republican Party. BAFBF focuses 
on the black entrepreneur. For more 
information about BAFBF, visit www.
bafbf.org. You can follow Raynard on 
Twitter @Raynard1223.

“Against the insidi-
ous wiles of foreign 
influence (I conjure 
you to believe me, fel-
low-citizens) the jeal-
ousy of a free people 
ought to be constantly 

awake, since history and experience 
prove that foreign influence is one of 
the most baneful foes of republican 
government…The great rule of con-
duct for us in regard to foreign nations 
is…to have with them as little political 
connection as possible.” – President 
George Washington, Farewell Ad-
dress, September 17, 1796

In 1840, President Martin Van Bu-
ren was fighting for re-election. He 
ultimately lost his presidential bid to 
a war hero, William Henry Harrison, 
who easily won over the widely un-
popular Van Buren, nicknamed, “Van 
Ruin,” for presiding over the nation 
during an economic depression. The 
presidential campaign of 1840 was 
heavy on image, and light on sub-
stance, painting Van Buren as an elit-
ist and Harrison as an everyday man. 
Harrison – accused of being helped by 
British bankers during his campaign – 
won the Electoral College vote and an 
extremely close popular vote.

In 1888, Grover Cleveland was 
favored to win his presidential re-
election campaign, but ultimately lost 
the presidency because he appeared 
partial and subservient to British in-
terests. The voters turned against him 
and his perceived British sympathies. 
While he managed to win the popular 
vote, he lost the Electoral College vote, 
and, hence, the presidency.

If the past is prologue, history sug-
gests that Americans resent the inter-
ference of foreign governments and in-
terests in our presidential elections. As 
evidence of Russian tampering via cy-
ber-attacks and hacking continues to 
mount, and President-elect Trump has 
tapped Rex Tillerson as his Secretary 
of State – who Trump described as do-
ing “massive deals in Russia” and was 
awarded the “Order of Friendship” by 
Vladimir Putin – it is the duty and ob-
ligation of our Congress to thoroughly 
investigate whether or not Russia has 
interfered with our election process to 
tip the scale for a Trump win and, in 
the process, undermine and sow dis-
trust in our democracy and its institu-
tions.

President Obama has ordered a full 
intelligence review of the alleged Rus-
sian hack into the Democratic and Re-

publican National Committees to be 
completed before inauguration day. In 
a break with Trump, the top two Re-
publicans in Congress have lent their 
support to a bipartisan congressional 
effort to investigate the alleged Rus-
sian cyber-attacks. Calling any breach 
of American cyber-security measures 
“disturbing,” Senator Mitch McCon-
nell added that, “the Russians do not 
wish us well…It defies belief that 
somehow Republicans in the Senate 
are reluctant to either review Russian 
hacking, or ignore them.” At the time 
of this writing, it was reported that 
more than 50 Democratic voters in 
the Electoral College had asked for an 
intelligence briefing from the director 
of National Intelligence into possible 
foreign intervention in the presidential 
election before the college met to cast 
its vote for the next president and vice 
president.

Trump and his associates have dis-
missed the allegations of Russian in-
terference, painting them as “ridicu-
lous,” and “another excuse.” Trump 
has – quite characteristically – ex-
plained away the legitimate concerns 
of our institutions, political leaders, 
the press and the people by blaming 
the Democrats for disseminating con-
spiracy theories because “they suf-
fered one of the greatest defeats in the 
history of politics in this country,” to 
conceding that if there was any inter-
ference or hacking, “they have no idea 
if it’s Russia, or China, or somebody. 
It could be somebody sitting in a bed 
someplace,” he said in a televised in-
terview.

Trump, and I’m sure many of his 
supporters, see the investigation into 
possible Russian meddling in the 2016 
presidential election as an attempt to 
– yet again – delegitimize his recent 
win. But the president-elect would do 
better to understand that to not thor-
oughly investigate these allegations 
would leave a permanent stain on his 
administration, his tenure and his mo-
tives. To not look into these allegations 
seriously would further erode public 
trust in the already embattled me-
chanics of our democracy. If domestic 
voter suppression sits on one side of 
the coin, the unwanted influence of a 
foreign power in American elections 
sits on the other. Rather than enrich 
us, and our system of representative 
government, both serve to undermine 
true democracy.

Marc Morial is the president and 
CEO of the National Urban League. 
Follow Marc on Twitter at @marcmo-
rial.

T O  B E  E Q U A L

OPINION

Foreign influence 
and the integrity of 
America’s democracy

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

12 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comDECEMBER 22 - 28, 2016

Does the CBC really care 
about black people?

Americans are not exceptional, 
we’re hitting the median mark 

By Raynard Jackson
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By Marc H. Morial
Trice Edney Newswire 

Merry Christmas
from all of us at

The Mississippi Link



Many white Americans cling to 
the notion that major religious and 
cultural figures are and have been 
represented as Caucasian, accord-
ing to one professor when asked 
about the controversy surrounding 
the Black Santa Claus at the Mall 
of America in Minneapolis.

“When this reality is disrupted, 
as in the case of Black Santa, it 
makes many white people uncom-
fortable, because it challenges a 
taken-for-granted religious cul-
tural landscape whose substance 
is white privilege,” said Adam 
Szetelaand, an assistant professor 
in the liberal arts department at 
Boston’s Berklee College of Mu-
sic who has penned op-eds, peer-
reviewed articles and book chap-
ters that deal with issues of race 
in America.

Still, the headlines have become 
as comical as the controversy over 
the Mall of America employing an 
African American to portray Santa 
Claus.

“Racists Freak Out Over Black 
Santa At Mall of America,” The 
Huffington Post screamed in its 
December 5 headline.

Even The Washington Post ran 
the curious headline, “The Mall of 
America’s first Black Santa: Santa 
Comes in Many Different Colors.”

And, not to be outdone, appar-
ently concerned – or curious – 
headline writers trotted out this 
eye-catching banner for the Min-
neapolis Star Tribune Dec. 13; “Is 
Mall of America’s Black Santa 
Now all of America’s Santa?”

To critics – particularly those 
hiding behind screen names on 
social media – the answer is a re-
sounding “No.” The race rhetoric 
and much of the hate that per-
meated the recently completed 
presidential election campaign, 
has spilled over to the holly, jolly 
Christmas season.

“I don’t understand why Santa 
would be black. He is a white 
character,” social media commen-

tator Chris Guy wrote. “Just seems 
kind of racist to make him black 
for the sake of having a Black 
Santa. I don’t really care, but in 
our racially sensitive society, I 
don’t see how this is considered 
okay,” said Guy, who concluded 
with this gem: “O, the hypocrisy.”

Another social media darling 
who called herself Laquisha Reyn-
olds pointedly responded with, “I 
hope every self-respecting white 
parent does not take their children 
to this atrocity…this imitation of 
traditional white characters from 
television and movies to histori-
cal figures such as ‘Hamilton’ is 
a cancer that must be stopped,” 
said Reynolds. “If [Martin Luther 
King] were played by a white per-
son, blacks would try to kill him.”

If that bit of commentary 
weren’t bad enough, many de-
cided to remind Mall of America 
officials and others of Minneapo-
lis’ large Somali population and a 
September incident where a So-
mali immigrant stabbed shoppers 
at another mall in Minneapolis.

“I…fully expected that they 
would pick a Somali to play San-

ta,” Victor Edwards wrote on so-
cial media. “Have a radical Mus-
lim who hates America and the 
western world play Santa. Give 
him a gun and some knives under 
his red suit.”

Others, however, were thrilled 
about the Black Santa Claus.

“I thought it was good what the 
Mall of America did and I support 
that,” former pro basketball star 
Baron Davis said in a statement.

“I support all Santas, of all col-
ors. There are a lot of people in this 
world that enjoy conflict,” said 
Davis, who in November found-
ed “The Black Santa Company,” 
which aims to create diverse he-
roes and role models through the 
art of storytelling.

Over a four-day period, a re-
ported 550 families including 
1,200 children, came to see Larry 
Jefferson, the premiere attraction 
for the Santa Experience at the 
25-year-old Mall of America.

Jefferson, the first black Santa 
in the Mall’s history, is a retired 
U.S. military veteran from Texas 
and he was chosen over 1,000 oth-
er candidates – all of whom were 

white.
“It’s no big deal, I’m still San-

ta, I just happen to be a Santa of 
Color,” Jefferson told reporters 
gathered at the mall. “Santa is still 
just Santa.”

Jefferson greeted passersby, 
passed out candy canes and en-
couraged young ones to, “Clean 
your rooms, eat your vegetables 
and do what your mommy and 
daddy say all year.”

While those who spewed hate 
hid in the dark shadows of the In-
ternet and behind made-up or as-
sumed names, others were openly 
thrilled with Black Santa.

“I think I just started believing 
in Santa again,” Carlos Rosales-
Silva tweeted.

“Santa Larry is a good Santa. 
He’s an awesome Santa and I 
love [that] he and his beard. He is 
a blessing for us all in this awful 
time,” wrote another poster who 
goes by the screen name of “Hugo 
the Buck.”

Mark Buchanan noted that, “The 
Mall of America has a black Santa 
and racists done lost their minds. 
Santa Larry is awesome. He’s also 
a vet and deserves respect.”

Landon Luther, the co-owner 
of the Santa Experience – a store-
front enterprise that has booked 
semi-private meetings with Santa 
and families at the Mall of Ameri-
ca for a decade – called Jefferson’s 
appearance as Santa “incredible.”

Luther said the response has 
been overwhelmingly positive.

“Santa Larry was fully booked. 
People flew from Washington, 
New York, Oklahoma,” Luther 
said.

In the end, Jefferson himself 
noted that his race should not 
matter. Most importantly, he said, 
children could care less what color 
he is.

“What they see most of the time 
is this red suit and candy. A good 
spirit,” Jefferson said. “I’m just a 
messenger to bring hope, love and 
peace to girls and boys.”

Despite the haters, Black Santa 
thrives at Mall of America
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

BEIJING – China Dec. 20 handed back to the 
United States an underwater drone it had seized 
last week in an incident that raised tensions in a 
relationship that has been tested by President-elect 
Donald Trump’s signals of a tougher policy toward 
Beijing.

Trump has riled the Chinese leadership by saying 
he might reconsider U.S. policy toward Taiwan, the 
self-ruled island the mainland claims as its terri-
tory.

The Chinese navy vessel that seized the drone 
returned it near where it was seized, and it was re-
ceived by the USS Mustin about 80 kilometers (50 
miles) northwest of Subic Bay in the Philippines, 
Pentagon press secretary Peter Cook said in a state-
ment. Cook said Washington considered the seizure 
illegal.

“This incident was inconsistent with both inter-
national law and standards of professionalism for 
conduct between navies at sea,” he said, adding that 
the U.S. has called on China to refrain from “fur-
ther efforts to impede lawful U.S. activities.”

The statement said the U.S. would continue to 
“fly, sail, and operate in the South China Sea wher-
ever international law allows.” Such freedom of 
navigation missions in which U.S. ships sail near 
China’s artificial islands draw warnings and re-
bukes from Beijing.

A spokeswoman of China’s Foreign Ministry said 
there was no basis for the Pentagon’s assertion that 
the seizure was unlawful, though she didn’t fully 
explain the position, instead linking it to the U.S.’s 
military presence in the waters, which Beijing con-
siders provocative.

“We have been pointing out that over a long time, 
the U.S. has been sending aircraft and vessels to 
conduct close-in reconnaissance and military sur-
veys in waters facing China, which poses threats to 
China’s sovereignty and security,” said Hua Chu-
nying, the spokeswoman.

“That is the root cause of the incident,” she said, 
while calling for the U.S. to stop such activities.

China’s defense ministry said in a statement that 
it handed the drone back after “friendly consulta-
tions.”

Chinese officials say the drone was removed 
from the water to ensure the safety of passing ships, 
but domestic political experts have read the move 
as a warning to Trump not to test Beijing’s resolve 
over Taiwan.

Early this month, Trump broke protocol by 
speaking with Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen. 
He later said he did not feel “bound by a one-China 
policy” unless the U.S. could gain trade or other 
benefits from China. Beijing regards any acknowl-
edgement that Taiwan has its own head of state as 
a grave insult.

“China wants to send a message to the U.S. side 
about how serious the consequences can be if sensi-
tive issues in China-U.S. relations are handled uni-
laterally and indiscreetly,” said Xiong Zhiyong, an 
international relations expert at the China Foreign 
Affairs University in Beijing. “The return of the 
seized drone shows that China hopes the U.S. will 
not provoke China on these issues and engage in 
solving issues through consultation.”

The incident underscores how Trump will con-
front as president an increasingly assertive China 
that wants to extend its reach in the South China 
Sea, a strategically vital area through which about 
$5 trillion in global trade passes each year. Several 
of China’s smaller neighbors have protested Chi-
na’s territorial claims there and are closely watch-
ing Trump’s handling of the disputed sea.

The seizure of the drone fits into China’s broader 
strategy aimed at shaping the perception that it is 
in control of the South China Sea and will not back 
down, said Michael Raska, a military analyst at the 
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in 
Singapore.

“They use the South China Sea as political, eco-
nomic and informational means to project power 
and to influence domestic and external perception 
that the South China Sea is basically Chinese,” 
Raska said. “This puts the U.S. and China into con-
tending trajectories, but neither side has the stra-
tegic interest to escalate beyond these low-level 
incidents.”

The U.S. said the drone was being operated by ci-
vilian contractors collecting unclassified scientific 
data in international waters. A noncombat ship was 
recovering two drones Dec. 15 when a Chinese ship 
approached, launched a small boat and picked up 
one of them, officials say.

Trump, still a month away from being inaugu-
rated, accused Chinese authorities of stealing the 
drone, and said on Twitter, “We should tell China 
that we don’t want the drone they stole back – let 
them keep it!”

Trump has pledged to be more unpredictable on 
the world stage, billing the approach as a much-
needed change from President Barack Obama’s de-
liberative style and public forecasting about U.S. 
policy.

China returns 
U.S. underwater 
drone seized in 
South China Sea
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By GILLIAN WONG
Associated Press

The assassination of Russia’s 
ambassador to Turkey could actu-
ally bring the two regional powers 
closer together, with Russia reap-
ing political benefits by arguing 
that it has paid a high price for 
fighting terrorism as Turkey, em-
barrassed by its security breaches, 
increasingly coordinates with 
Russia in neighboring Syria.

The two nations were already 
trying to resolve their differences 
over the war in Syria since Turkey 
shot down a Russian military jet 
along the Syrian border last year.

The measured reactions of 
their leaders to the killing Dec. 
19 of Ambassador Andrei Karlov 
by a Turkish policeman in An-
kara shows they want to stay on 
the path toward reconciliation. 
High-level officials from Russia 
and Turkey, as well as Iran, went 
ahead with a previously scheduled 
meeting Dec. 20 in Moscow on 
the Syrian crisis.

The prospect of closer ties be-
tween Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan could have 
implications for the West, which 
has had contentious relations with 
both leaders and is also trying to 
engineer a solution to the Syrian 
war and the millions of refugees it 
has created.

Still, Turkey, a NATO member 
and an ally in the U.S.-led war on 
the Islamic State group operating 

in Iraq and Syria, has historical 
links to the West that won’t erode 
anytime soon.

“There are more structural rea-
sons out there that pin Turkey to 
the West, and they are not very 
easy to change despite what might 
be going on deep in the hearts of 
Turkey’s rulers,” said Ahmet Ka-
sim Han, an associate professor 
of international relations at Kadir 
Has University in Istanbul.

While both Russia and Turkey 
are militarily involved in Syria, 
Russia is the senior partner in 
any deal-making in a conflict that 
has sent several million refugees 
across the border into Turkey, 
straining its resources and econ-
omy.

Russian bombardments of reb-
el-held areas, including parts of 
Aleppo, have helped tilt the war in 
Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
favor. Turkey, meanwhile, has 
largely dropped its vociferous 
demands that Assad step down. 
It now appears more focused on 
a perceived threat from Syrian 
Kurds linked to Kurdish militants 
inside Turkey.

Russia could now appeal for 
international solidarity, saying 
Karlov’s death demonstrates the 
threat that many countries, not 
just Russia, face from alleged Is-
lamic militants. Mevlut Mert Al-
tintas, the 22-year-old policeman 
who shot the ambassador, shouted 
“God is great” in Arabic and slo-
gans about Aleppo in apparent 

criticism of Russia before police 
killed him, although investigators 
have yet to comment on his mo-
tive.

Analyst Dimitar Bechev said 
Russia could now have additional 
leverage and extract concessions 
from Turkey, including on Syrian 
issues, following the ambassa-
dor’s death.

“No doubt, in public, Russia 
will second whatever explanation 
the Turks produce to account for 
the attack. In private, however, 
there will be a price tag,” Bechev 
wrote on a blog run by the London 
School of Economics and Politi-
cal Science.

“Moscow has the higher ground 
and will undoubtedly milk the op-
portunity to the best of its abili-
ties,” he wrote.

The current revival of Russia-
Turkey ties comes as Ankara’s 
ties with the United States and its 
NATO allies have been strained 
over Washington’s support for the 
Kurds in Syria and Iraq and fric-
tions with the European Union 
over a migration deal. Ankara 
also has blasted the U.S. and the 
EU for what it saw as insufficient 
support after a failed coup attempt 
in July that was blamed on an Is-
lamist cleric living in the United 
States.

For Russia, the rapprochement 
with Turkey offers a chance to 
negotiate a solution to the Syr-
ian crisis that would allow it to 
expand its regional influence. In-

creasingly warm ties with Ankara 
will also strengthen Russia’s abil-
ity to counter Western efforts to 
politically isolate Moscow over 
its actions in Ukraine.

Turkey, in turn, has at least 
some clout on humanitarian issues 
in Syria, as shown in its role in an 
Ankara–and Moscow–brokered 
deal for the evacuation of Syrian 
rebels and civilians from an Alep-
po enclave.

Russian officials say other pow-
ers want to derail the Russia-Tur-
key rapprochement, an apparent 
slap at the U.S. and some of its 
allies.

“Those who were behind the 
killing of the Russian ambas-
sador were trying to reverse the 
improvement in Russia-Turkey 
ties that has allowed our nations 
to start discussing the Syrian set-
tlement,” said lawmaker Alexei 
Pushkov of the upper house of the 
Russian parliament.

The killing of Karlov was likely 
to raise questions about weak-
nesses in Turkey’s security appa-
ratus and highlight its vulnerabili-
ty to attacks by Kurdish militants, 
Islamic State extremists and oth-
ers. Some Russian officials have 
complained that Turkey had not 
provided adequate protection for 
Karlov.

“Turkey will have to go the ex-
tra mile in accommodating Rus-
sia – most likely in Syria but po-
tentially on other issues as well,” 
Bechev wrote.

Russia, Turkey could grow even 
closer after envoy’s slaying
By Christopher Torchia
Associated Press

Former NBA superstar Baron Davis wears a sweater bearing his company’s 
Black Santa logo. THE BLACK SANTA COMPANY/YOUTUBE
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LEGAL

Legal Notice

We, the partners of BRAVO!, L.P. intend to make an application for a Caterer’s 
permit, for on-premise retailer permit holders as provided by the Local Option 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq., of the Mississippi 
Code of  1972,  Annotated.  If granted such permit, we propose to operate as a 
partnership under the trade name of BRAVO! Italian Restaurant & Bar, located 
at 4500 I-55 North, Ste. 244 Highland Village, Jackson, MS of Hinds County. The 
name(s), title(s) and address(es) of the owner(s)/partners/corporate officer(s) 
and/or majority stockholder(s)/member(s)/trustee of the above named business 
are:  Jeffrey E. Good, Partner, 1045 Avondale Street, Jackson, MS 39216 and 
Daniel J. Blumenthal, Partner, 1930 Northside Drive, Jackson, MS 39211.

 If any person wishes to request a hearing to object to the issuance of this permit 
a request for a hearing must be made in writing and received by the Department 
of Revenue within fifteen (15) days from the first date this notice was published.   
Requests shall be sent to:

Chief Counsel, Legal Division    
Department of Revenue    
P.O. Box 22828       
Jackson, MS 39225

Date of First Publication: December 22, 2016. This the 20th day of December, 
2016.

12/22/2016, 12/29/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRES-
ERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEET-
ING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, JANURARY 11, 2016, 
AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 
105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT 
STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

 • APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

     • NEW BUSINESS

• CASE NO. 2016-43, REQUEST BY: KIM BROWN (APPLICANT: 
JEFF DAVIS) TO MAKE EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS TO REPAIR 
DAMAGED SIDING AT 1246 SAINT ANN STREET, LOCATED IN 
THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

• CASE NO. 2016-44, REQUEST BY: MARGARET HAWTHORNE 
IS REQUESTING TO INSTALL A 2FT. RETAINER WALL AND 
BACK FILL IT WITH DIRT TO INSTALL A CHAIN LINK FENCE ON 
THE CREEK BANK AT 2314 MARGARET W. ALEXANDER DRIVE  
, LOCATED IN THE MEDGAR EVERS HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

• CASE NO. 2016-45, REQUEST BY: MALCOM WHITE & KARA 
NORRIS (APPLICANT: JOHN WEAVER) TO MAKE EXTERIOR AL-
TERATIONS TO FRONT PORCH OF HOME BY ADDING RAILING 
AND WIDING EXISTING DRIVEWAY FOR EASIER ACCESS AND 
MORE ROOM  AT 755 GILLESPIE STREET, LOCATED IN THE 
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT. 

• CASE NO. 2016-46, REQUEST BY: RUFFIN LOWERY (APPLI-
CANT: CARSON WALKER)  TO REPLACE WINDOWS INCLUD-
ING INSTALLATION OF CREVAN DORMER WINDOW AND ADD 
SQUARE FOOTAGE ON THE BACK OF HOME  AT 1446 SAINT 
ANN STREET LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL DIS-
TRICT.

• CASE NO. 2016-47, REQUEST BY: NANCY J FYKE (APPLICANT: 
THOMAS JOEL FYKE, TO MAKE EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS AND 
REPAIR, REMODELING OF AN ADDITION, AND RENOVATION 
OF AN ACCESSORY STRUCTURE AT 1335 LINDEN PLACE, LO-
CATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

 • OTHER  ITEMS

 • ADJOURN
12/22/2016, 12/29/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
SIGN VARIANCE FOR CIRCLE K 

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR CIRCLE K TO RECEIVE CITIZEN IN-
PUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M. 
IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS 
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & 
LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

12/22/2016 12/29/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SIGN VARIANCE BANCORP SOUTH 

THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON 
THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR BANCORP SOUTH TO RECEIVE CITIZEN 
INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M. 
IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH 
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201.  INTERESTED CITIZENS 
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND.  PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & 
LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

12/22/2016 12/29/2016

EMPLOYMENT

Position Available 

Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. is seeking a Program Director of the 
Women Business Center of Mississippi (WBCM) managed by the Mississippi Mi-
nority Business Alliance, Inc. (MMBA), to serve female entrepreneurs throughout 
the state of Mississippi. 

Position Summary: 
Reporting to the CEO of the Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. (MMBA), 
the Program Director will have overall strategic and operational responsibility for 
WBCM’s staff, programs, expansion and execution of its goals and milestones in 
accordance with the direction and policies established by the MMBA. 

Responsibilities: 
Leadership, Management & Administration 
• Ensure ongoing local programmatic excellence, rigorous program evaluation 
and consistent quality of finance and administration, fundraising, communica-
tions, and systems; recommend timelines and resources needed to achieve the 
strategic goals. 
• Actively engage and energize WBCM volunteers, board members, event com-
mittees, alumni, partnering organizations, and funders. 
• Lead, coach, develop and retain WBCM’s existing partnership team. Ensure 
effective systems to track progress and regularly evaluate program components, 
so as to measure successes that can be effectively communicated to the CEO of 
the MMBA and its Board of Directors and funders. 
• Provide general oversight of all WBCM activities, manages the day-to-day op-
erations, and ensures a smoothly functioning, efficient organization. 
• Ensures program quality and organizational stability through development and 
implementation of standards and controls, systems and procedures, and regular 
evaluation. 
• Specifies accountabilities for management personnel (whether paid or volun-
teer) and evaluates performance regularly. 
• Research and recommend most economical and beneficial solutions for Em-
ployee Benefit Package. • Ensures a work environment that recruits, retains and 
supports quality staff and volunteers. Ensures process for selecting, develop-
ment, motivating, and evaluating staff and volunteers is followed. 

Financing:
• Promotes programs and services that are produced in a cost-effective manner, 
employing economy while maintaining an acceptable level of quality. 
• Oversee the fiscal activities of the organization including budgeting, reporting 
and audit. 
• Works with the CEO of the MMBA to ensure financing to support short and 
long-term goals. 
• Manage organization’s budget, in partnership with CEO of the MMBA, Board 
Treasurer and Board ChairNice-Chair. 

Fundraising & Communications:
• Research and create on-going ideas for generating revenue (i.e. both long-term 
and short term, with an immediate emphasis on short term). 
• Expand local revenue generating and fundraising activities to support existing 
program operations and regional expansion. 
• Deepen and refine all aspects of communications, from web presence to exter-
nal, relations with the goal of creating a stronger brand. 
• Seek funding from corporations, agencies, foundations and other funding sourc-
es. 
• Use external presence and relationships to garner new opportunities. 

Community Relations:
• Facilitates the integration of WBCM into the fabric of the community by using 
effective marketing and communications activities. 
• Acts as an advocate, within the public and private sectors, for issues relevant to 
WBCM, its services, and constituencies. 
• Listens to clients, volunteers, donors, and the community in order to improve 
services and generate community support and involvement. 

Additional responsibilities may be defined during the course of employment. 

Physical Demands/Working Conditions: 
• This position has full responsibility for WBCM operations. Handles detailed, 
complex concepts and problems, balances multiple tasks simultaneously, and 
makes rapid decisions regarding administrative issues. 
• Plans and implements programs. Establishes strong and appropriate relation-
ships with the MMBA Board of Directors, committees, volunteers, staff, funders, 
and clients. 
• Develops smooth and constructive relationships with executive colleagues, out-
side agencies, organizations and individuals. 
• Plans and meets deadlines. Maintains a flexible work schedule to meet the 
demands of executive management. Hours may be irregular. 
• Conveys a professional and positive image and attitude regarding WBCM and 
demonstrates commitment to continued professional growth and development. 

Qualifications: 
A Bachelor’s Degree is required with a minimum of 5 years’ experience in pro-
gram management. Demonstrable experience and other qualifications include: 
• Unwavering commitment to quality programs and data-driven program evalu-
ation. 
• Excellence in organizational management with the ability to coach staff, man-
age, and develop high-performance teams, set and achieve strategic objectives, 
and manage a budget. 
• Strong marketing, public relations, and fundraising experience with the ability to 
engage a wide range of stakeholders and cultures. 
• Strong written and verbal communication skills: a persuasive and passionate 
communicator with excellent interpersonal and multidisciplinary project skills. 
• Action-oriented, entrepreneurial, adaptable, and innovative approach to busi-
ness planning.
• Ability to work effectively in collaboration with diverse groups of people. 
• Passionate, integrity, positive attitude, mission-driven, and self-directed. 

How to apply:
Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest with salary expectations 
and an updated resume to smichaelmmba.us. Resumes accepted until 5:00 P.M. 
on Tuesday, January 10, 2017. 

12/15/2016 12/22/2016 12/29/2016 1/05/2017

Help Wanted/Drivers 
Drivers: Sign-On Bonus & Paid Orientation!

Low-cost Insurance, Holiday & Vacation 
Pay, 401k, CDL Class-A Call to start your 

career with Averitt: 855-779-2818 

12/8/2016, 12/15/2016, 12/22/2016, 12/29/2016

Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!

Unique Dedicated Fleet! 
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, Full Benefits!

1yr Class-A CDL Call: 1-855-856-7985

12/8/2016, 12/15/2016, 12/22/2016, 12/29/2016

Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent



Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY 

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,

Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$799 while supplies last!
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 
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Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
2636 Old Brandon Rd.

Pearl, MS 39208
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CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,

Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$799 while supplies last!
Many More Safe Models At

Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

Discount Gun Safe
Liberty $799
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

ENTRY LEVEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR CAREER. Get Trained - Get
Certified - Get Hired! Bulldozers,
Backhoes and Excavators. Immediate life-
time job placement. VA benefits.  1-866-
362-6497.
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com 

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months.  No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215-
6713
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
(where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.
CALL 1-800-319-2526.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in approxi-
mately 100 Mississippi newspapers by
calling  601-981-3060. 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health cover-
age changes may benefit you! Products
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BAT-
TERIES for Life!  Call to start your free
trial!  855-701-0210
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  888-964-
0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C o m p u t e r s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e

A d o p t i o n M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E v e n t s

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Week of December 18, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

WE TAKE FUN SERIOUSLY!
www.mschildrensmuseum.org

            

SHOUT
OUT!

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Merry Christmas
From The Folks At

Mississippi Press Services

And remember, when you need to advertise your business or
service, we would be honored to serve you on behalf  of  

Mississippi newspapers and digital services.

Merry Christmas
From The Folks At

Mississippi Press Services

And remember, when you need to advertise your business or
service, we would be honored to serve you on behalf  of  

Mississippi newspapers and digital services.

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

John Edward
Psychic Medium & Author

Get Tickets 
TODAY! JohnEdward.net or ETix.com 

1 (800) 514-3849
(A Reading Not Guaranteed)

Feb 4th, 2017 - 1:00PM
MS Gulf Coast Community College • Gulfport, MS
Feb 5th, 2017 - 1:00PM
Marriott Jackson Downtown • Jackson, MS

John Edward
Psychic Medium & Author

Get Tickets 
TODAY! JohnEdward.net or ETix.com 

1 (800) 514-3849
(A Reading Not Guaranteed)

Feb 4th, 2017 - 1:00PM
MS Gulf Coast Community College • Gulfport, MS
Feb 5th, 2017 - 1:00PM
Marriott Jackson Downtown • Jackson, MS

John Edward
Psychic Medium & Author

Get Tickets 
TODAY! JohnEdward.net or ETix.com 

1 (800) 514-3849
(A Reading Not Guaranteed)

Feb 4th, 2017 - 1:00PM
MS Gulf Coast Community College • Gulfport, MS
Feb 5th, 2017 - 1:00PM
Marriott Jackson Downtown • Jackson, MS

PASS
3.792 x 2

48 Web
3.556 x 2
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www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 15DECEMBER 22 - 28, 2016



WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

The holidays are an exciting 
time of year for kids, and to help 
ensure they have a safe and hap-
py holiday season, here are some 
safety and mental health tips 
from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP).

Trees
 • When purchasing an artifi-

cial tree, look for the label “Fire 
Resistant.”

 • When purchasing a live tree, 
check for freshness. A fresh tree 
is green, needles are hard to pull 
from branches, and needles do 
not break when bent between 
your fingers. The trunk butt of 
a fresh tree is sticky with resin, 
and when tapped on the ground, 
the tree should not lose many 
needles.

 • Cut a few inches off the 
trunk of your tree to expose the 
fresh wood. This allows for bet-
ter water absorption and will 
help keep your tree from drying 
out and becoming a fire hazard.

 • Be sure to keep the stand 
filled with water, because heated 
rooms can dry live trees out rap-
idly.

Lights
 • Check all tree lights – even 

if you have just purchased them 
– before hanging them on your 
tree. Make sure all the bulbs 
work and that there are no frayed 
wires, broken sockets or loose 
connections.

 • Never use electric lights 
on a metallic tree. The tree can 
become charged with electricity 
from faulty lights, and a person 
touching a branch could be elec-
trocuted.

 • Before using lights outdoors, 
check labels to be sure they have 
been certified for outdoor use. 
To hold lights in place, string 
them through hooks or insulated 
staples, not nails or tacks. Never 
pull or tug lights to remove them.

 • Plug all outdoor electric 
decorations into circuits with 
ground fault circuit interrupters 
to avoid potential shocks.

 • Turn off all lights when you 
go to bed or leave the house. The 
lights could short out and start a 
fire. 

 • Lights and candles are fire 
hazards. If you use electric 
lights, look for frayed or exposed 
wires, and make sure no wires 
are pinched by furniture and no 
cords run under rugs.

 • Don’t use the same exten-
sion cord for more than three 
strands of lights and turn off all 
lights before going to bed.

 • When lighting candles, re-
move flammable materials from 
the area and never leave a burn-
ing candle unattended.

 • Space heaters are involved 
in 79 percent of fatal home heat-
ing fires. If space heaters are 
in use, there should be a 3-foot 

open zone – make sure they are 
not close to curtains, blankets or 
other potentially flammable ma-
terials. Always turn off and un-
plug when unattended.

Decorations
 • Use only non-combustible 

or flame-resistant materials to 
trim a tree. Choose tinsel or ar-
tificial icicles of plastic or non-
leaded metals.

 • Never use lighted candles on 
a tree or near other evergreens. 
Always use non-flammable 
holders, and place candles where 
they will not be knocked over.

 • In homes with small chil-
dren, take special care to avoid 
decorations that are sharp or 
breakable. Keep trimmings with 
small removable parts out of the 
reach of children to prevent them 
from swallowing or inhaling 
small pieces. Avoid trimmings 
that resemble candy or food that 
may tempt a young child to eat 
them.

 • Wear gloves to avoid eye 
and skin irritation while decorat-
ing with spun glass “angel hair.” 
Follow container directions 
carefully to avoid lung irritation 
while decorating with artificial 
snow sprays.

 • Keep potentially poison-
ous holiday plant decorations, 
including mistletoe berries, Je-
rusalem cherry, and holly berry, 
away from children.

Toy Safety
 • Select toys to suit the age, 

abilities, skills and interest level 
of the intended child. Toys too 
advanced may pose safety haz-
ards for younger children.

 • Before buying a toy or al-
lowing your child to play with a 
toy that he has received as a gift, 
read the instructions carefully.

 • To prevent both burns and 
electrical shocks, do not give 
young children (under age 10) 
a toy that must be plugged into 
an electrical outlet. Instead, buy 
toys that are battery-operated.

 • Children can have serious 
stomach and intestinal prob-
lems – including death – after 
swallowing button batteries or 
magnets. In addition to toys, but-
ton batteries are often found in 
musical greeting cards, remote 
controls, hearing aids, and other 
small electronics. Small, power-
ful magnets are present in many 
homes as part of building toy 
sets. Keep button batteries and 
magnets away from young chil-
dren and call your health care 
provider immediately if your 
child swallows one.

 • Remove tags, strings and 
ribbons from toys before giving 
them to young children.

 • Watch for pull toys with 
strings that are more than 12 
inches in length. They could be a 
strangulation hazard for babies.

Food Safety

 • Bacteria are often present in 
raw foods. Fully cook meats and 
poultry, and thoroughly wash 
raw vegetables and fruits.

 • Keep hot liquids and food 
away from the edges of counters 
and tables, where they can be 
easily knocked over by a young 
child’s exploring hands. Be sure 
that young children cannot ac-
cess microwave ovens.

 • Wash your hands frequently, 
and make sure children do the 
same.

 • Never put a spoon used to 
taste food back into food without 
washing it.

 • Always keep raw foods and 
cooked foods separate, and use 
separate utensils when preparing 
them.

 • Always thaw meat in the 
refrigerator, never on the coun-
tertop.

 • Foods that require refrigera-
tion should never be left at room 
temperature for more than two 
hours.

Holiday Mental Health Tips
 • Try to keep household rou-

tines the same. Stick to your 
child’s usual sleep and mealtime 
schedules when you can, which 
may reduce stress and help your 
family enjoy the holidays.

 • Take care of yourself both 
mentally and physically. Chil-
dren and adolescents are affected 
by the emotional well-being of 
their parent or caregivers.

 • Make a plan to focus on one 
thing at a time. Try a few ideas 
to balance the hustle and bustle 
of things like shopping, cooking, 
and family get-togethers during 
the holidays: Stop and pay atten-
tion to what is happening at the 
moment, focus your attention 
on one thing about it ,and notice 
how you are feeling at the time. 
Withhold immediate judgment, 
and instead be curious about the 
experience.

 • Remember that many chil-
dren and adults experience a 
sense of loss, sadness or isola-
tion during the holidays. It is 
important to be sensitive to these 
feelings and ask for help for you, 
your children, family members 
or friends if needed.

 • Don’t feel pressured to 
“over-spend on gifts.” Consider 
making one or two gifts. Help 
your child make a gift for his or 
her other parent, grandparents, 
or other important adults and 
friends. Chances are, those gifts 
will be the most treasured ones 
and will teach your child many 
important lessons.

 • Most important of all, enjoy 
the holidays for what they are 
– time to enjoy with your fam-
ily. So, be a family, do things 
together like sledding or play-
ing board games, and spend time 
visiting with relatives, neighbors 
and friends.

The risk of dying from a sud-
den, serious heart ailment is high-
est on Christmas Day, the day after 
Christmas and New Year’s Day, 
say paramedics at AMR.  The 
medics recommend avoiding “trig-
gers” for cardiac crisis, paying at-
tention to your heart and calling 
911 at the first sign of a problem.

Emergency medical teams call 
the increased risk “holiday heart.”  
The first major study on holiday 
heart was published in 2004 in 
Circulation, an international jour-
nal for heart doctors.

In studying 53 million deaths na-
tionwide between 1973 and 2001, 
researchers found, “The number of 
cardiac deaths is higher December 
25 than any other day of the year, 
second highest December 26 and 
third highest January 1.”  Those 
days, there are about five percent 
more deaths from cardiac crisis 
compared to other days of the year.

Studies since the first research 
have confirmed the original find-
ings.

The risk rises due to holiday 
stress, skipping medications and 
dietary mistakes. Cold weather 
strains the heart, but the spike also 
occurs in warmer states. Over-ex-
ertion is another factor.

Too much alcohol can trigger a 
heart crises called atrial fibrillation 
or a-fib. With a-fib, the heart does 
not pump blood effectively be-
cause the upper and lower cham-
bers of the heart are not beating in 
synch. Atrial fibrillation can lead 
to stroke and heart failure.

Too much salt, large meals and 
eating more fatty food than usual 
can also contribute to holiday car-
diac crises.

Stan Alford, operations man-
ager at AMR Central Mississippi, 
said, “It’s important to recognize 
a heart problem quickly and call 
911 immediately. Particularly 
during holidays, all too often, a 
person suffering a cardiac emer-
gency doesn’t tell anyone he or 
she is feeling pain in the chest or 
jaw or down the arm, shortness 
of breath, weakness, dizziness or 

nausea. Women suffering a heart 
crisis are more likely than men to 
feel pain in the arms, back, neck 
or jaw, stomach pain and extreme 
tiredness even if they’ve been sit-
ting for a while.”

“With atrial fibrillation, heart-
beat may feel rapid, racing, bound-
ing, irregular or fluttering.  Heart-
beat can also feel too slow,” Alford 
said. “If symptoms such as these 
last more than five minutes, call 
911.”

“This time of year many people 
who feel such symptoms put off 
going to the doctor and even delay 
calling 911 because they do not 
want to disrupt holiday festivities. 
That delay can be fatal,” he said.

Alford said ambulance services 
and hospital emergency depart-
ments expect an uptick in heart 
patients December 26 because 
people experiencing cardiac prob-
lems have waited to get help until 
after Christmas Day.

For more information about 
AMR, visit www.amr.net and fol-
low @AMR_Social on Twitter.

2016 Holiday Safety Tips 
and Mental Health Tips

Deaths from heart crises spike 
on Christmas, day after and 
New Year’s, AMR medics say
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HINDS COUNTY TAX COLLECTORS OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY
EDDIE FAIR, TAX COLLECTOR • REGENCY HOTEL• DEC. 13

JPS JROTC Military 5th Annual Gala
Dec. 16 • Jackson Convention Complex
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BOOK REVIEW:
“COURAGE TO SOAR: A BODY IN 
MOTION, A LIFE IN BALANCE”
BYSIMONE BILES WITH MICHELLE BURFORD, 
  FOREWORD BY MARY LOU RETTON
  C.2016, ZONDERVAN
  $24.99 / $31.00  CANADA  •  251 PAGES

A year ago, many felt that Ava DuVernay was snubbed 
when she wasn’t nominated for an Oscar for directing Sel-
ma. Furthermore, none of the picture’s cast or crew mem-
bers were nominated, despite the fact that it had been very 
well received by audiences and critics alike. But Selma 
apparently wasn’t being singled out, as African Americans 
were entirely overlooked by the Academy for the second 
year in a row.

Since then, the Academy has taken steps to make the 
Oscars more inclusive, starting with inviting more minori-
ties to join its ranks. That bodes well for Ava in terms of 
her latest offering, 13th, a searing indictment of the crimi-
nal justice as a vestige of slavery.

The documentary’s title was inspired by the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitution which ended the institu-
tion of slavery “except as a punishment for a crime.” The 
movie’s basic thesis is that, after the Civil War, racists 
seized on that loophole to keep the black masses in chains.

The film features interviews with an array of luminar-
ies, including Angela Davis, Senator Cory Booker, Dr. 
Henry Louis Gates and attorney Michelle Alexander, au-
thor of “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblindness.”

Inter alia, 13th blames D.W. Griffith’s The Birth of a 
Nation (1915) for resurrecting the Ku Klux Klan by de-
monizing black males. It goes on to point out that over 
300 Klansmen were elected delegates to the 1924 Demo-
cratic National Convention.

Though an arch-conservative, Newt Gingrich adopts a 
sympathetic posture regarding the plight of African Amer-
icans, observing that “Virtually no one who is white un-
derstands the challenge of being black in America.” And 
former Green Czar Van Jones, who served in the Obama 
administration, asks a very thought-provoking question, 
namely, “Why is the black community so weak in defend-
ing itself?” 

Part of the answer is revealed in the profit-maximizing 
agenda of the Corrections Corporation of America, a 
company which has successfully lobbied to expand and 
privatize the prison industry. The upshot is that today there 
are millions of blacks behind bars, a sad reflection of the 
reality that a defendant is way better off in the courts being 
rich and guilty than poor and innocent.

The incendiary expose’ closes with Jones asserting that 
the Black Lives Matter movement “is not a stoppable phe-
nomenon” because it’s fundamentally about reshaping the 
country’s understanding of human dignity. It’ll certainly 
be interesting to see how things shake out, given the as-
cension of Donald Trump, who has taken the position that 
“All lives matter” while declaring himself the law-and-
order president-elect.

Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 100 minutes
Distributor: Netflix
To see a trailer for 13th, visit: https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=V66F3WU2CKk

It took a leap of faith.
A new job, a big move, a new 

skill, a major purchase, a ring on 
your finger and “I Do.” Even if 
you knew you were on the right 
path and you could handle what-
ever came next, you still felt 
like you were stepping off into 
the unknown. It definitely took 
a leap of faith but, as in the new 
book “Courage to Soar” by Sim-
one Biles (with Michelle Bur-
ford), sometimes, you just have 
to close your eyes and jump.

It all began with a rainy-day 
field trip to a Houston, Texas  
gymnasium.

Biles was six years old then, 
but she’d already endured more 
than many adults. She and her 
siblings were born in Ohio to a 
mother who was unable to care 
for them, so the children circled 
between foster homes, grand-
parents, and mother. Finally, it 
was decided that the younger 
two would be adopted by their 
grandparents and would stay in  
Texas, which turned out to be a 
fortuitous decision: there was a 

trampoline at their Texas home, 
and Biles almost couldn’t stay 
off it.

Always an active child (and 
later diagnosed with ADHD), 
Biles was a tiny tornado on that 
first day in the gym. She flipped 
and ran and tumbled until she 
caught the eye of a trainer who 
invited her and her younger sis-
ter to classes. It turned out to be 
“the perfect outlet” for a “little 
bouncing bean” like Biles.

In short order, she worked 
her way up the various levels 
of training with her eyes on 

winning more and bigger. She 
was “a dork” at school and 
sometimes a “brat” but always 
a star on the mat and she knew 
she wanted to “go the farthest I 
can,” even if a dream of a gym-
nastics career meant giving up a 
dream of “normal” high school 
and being on a NCAA team. Her 
parents helped her find the best 
coaches. They even built a gym-
nasium for her and her team. 
And after achieving the goal of 
landing a spot on the junior na-
tional team, Biles then “quietly 
asked God to please help me do 

everything I could to be part of 
the 2016 Olympics team.”

Out of my chair. That’s where 
I was last summer when author 
Simone Biles nailed that floor 
routine at Rio. But in my chair 
is where this book kept me this 
week because I really couldn’t 
put “Courage to Soar” down.

Fans who notice that Biles 
(with Michelle Burford) is 
bubbly-but-focused will be 
happy to know that that’s how 
her biography reads, and it’s a 
delight. What’s also refreshing 
is that it’s not boastful athletic 

chest-thumping. There is some 
teenage-angsty drama here, but 
mixed with the pressure of com-
petition, it’s not a distraction. In-
stead, it and the pure joy inside 
both serve to enhance the appeal 
of this book.

This is a story you can share 
with anyone; in fact, when 
you’ve finished “Courage to 
Soar,” you’ll probably want 
to. A book like this, you’ll fall 
head-over-heels for.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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Film Review
13th

DuVernay Documentary Indicts Criminal 
Justice System as Vestige of Slavery

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN

1. Hassle
2. Little Mermaid’s love
3. Seaweed substance
4. Neglectful
5. Received
6. Beat
7. Thistle
8. Restless
10. Cat toy stuffing
14. Explosive device
17. Separation
18. Colorful glass
19. Musical “slow”
20. Sleep disorder
23. Bored
24. __ ex machina
25. Droops
27. Consume

ACROSS
 
1. Terror
5. Mongolian desert
9. Goad
10. Date
11. Asian country
12. Garret
13. Dialog
15. Morse code dash
16. Afferent
18. Flexible
21. Representative
22. Plant lice
26. Outer’s opposite
28. Belief
29. One’s place
30. Counterfeit coin
31. Castle canal
32. Dining hall

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Farrah Fawcett

© Feature Exchange



In Memorium
City of Jackson

2016 Christmas Parade
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December 14 - 24, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE

RIBEYE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$999

WHOLE

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$149

FRESH

BAKING
HENS

PER  LB.

99¢

SAVE  ON

AQUAFINA  
WATER

32  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

$499

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

BLUE  BELL  
ICE  CREAM

HALF  GAL.  ROUND

2/$10

MISSISSIPPI

SWEET
POTATOES

2  LBS.

89¢

STUFFED  OR  RISING  CRUST

DIGIORNO  
PIZZAS
1  LB. ....................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CRESCENT  ROLLS
8  OZ. ....................................... 

2/$3
KRAFT

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

2/$5
KRAFT

PHILADELPHIA
CREAM  CHEESE
8  OZ.  ....................................... 

2/$3
DAISY

SOUR  CREAM
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

$179

MINUTE  MAID 

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$5
FRESH  FROZEN

BABY  LIMA  
BEANS  
12  OZ.  ..................................... 

4/$5
SELECT  FROZEN

EDWARD  PIES
32 - 36  OZ.  ................................. 

$549

piggly wiggly

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$199

RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
5  LB.  BAG

$399

CALIFORNIA  ICEBURG

LETTUCE
HEAD

$119

FRESH  CRISP

CELERY
STALK

89¢

FRESH  EXTRA  LARGE  GREEN

BELL  PEPPERS
EACH

2/$1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE

RUMP  
ROAST

PER  LB.

$249
BONELESS

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$159

FAMILY  PACK

BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

PER  LB.

$299
COOK'S  SHANK  PORTION

SMOKED
HAM

PER  LB.

$129

FAMILY  PACK

PORK
STEAK

PER  LB.

$129
COOK'S  BUTT  PORTION

SMOKED
HAM

PER  LB.

$149


