
Efforts continue at local and na-
tional levels to inform more people 
about the benefits of the health care 
law, especially the investments the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) makes 

in the African American commu-
nity.

President Barack Obama and his 
aides are engaged in a long-term ef-
fort to promote the new health care 
law.

He has a lot of help.

In Mississippi, a coalition of 
consumer health advocates, provid-
ers and other stakeholders, called 
Cover Mississippi have been work-
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On the morning that over 
100 Jackson Public School 
(JPS) bus drivers returned 
to work after a strike, JPS 
Superintendent Dr. Cedrick 
Gray held a press conference 
to announce new initiatives 
for improving transportation 
operations.

The bus driver work strike 
began Dec. 4 and ended, af-
ter 8 days, on Monday morn-
ing, Dec. 16. Bus drivers de-
cided to end the strike, even 
though their demands had not 
been met. They wanted bet-
ter working conditions, better 
wages and more discipline on 
the bus.

Prior to ending the strike, 
the drivers had a meeting 
with Gray at Powell Middle 
School Friday, Dec. 13, to dis-
cuss their grievances. Drivers 
voiced their concerns with 
pay, student behavior, bus 
repairs, and their personal 
safety. JPS personnel from the 

transportation, finance, legal, 
and human resources depart-
ments were also in attendance 
to assist with employee ques-
tions.

At that meeting, Gray out-
lined a new accountability 
plan that involves a commit-

Bicycles, dolls, basketballs, 
footballs, children’s comput-
ers, games, toy cars, hats, 
gloves, socks, t-shirts, stuffed 
animals…the variety and num-
ber of gifts in the room seemed 
endless. And, the sponsors are 

giving them all away.
Hundreds of toys have been 

collected for children, ages 2 
to 17, of female inmates who 
are housed in state prisons and 
county jails that receive medi-
cal services from Health Assur-
ance, LLC.

Dr. Carl M. Reddix, CEO of 

Health Assurance, LLC was 
joined by Mississippi Depart-
ment of Corrections (MDOC) 
Commissioner Christopher B. 
Epps, Hancock County Sheriff  
Ricky Adams, and Pearl River 
County Sheriff David Allison 
at a press conference Dec. 16 
in a room filled with gifts for 

the children.
The staff of the private com-

pany will begin personally 
delivering the gifts Saturday, 
Dec. 21, to children of more 
than 150 families in Washing-

MDOC Commissioner Christopher B. Epps speaking at podium. Behind Epps (L to R), Hancock County Sheriff Ricky Adams, Pearl River County Sher-
iff David Allison, and Health Assurance LLC CEO Dr. Carl M. Reddix                                                                                                          PHOTOS BY LONNIE ROSS

African Americans in Mississippi and 
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Christmas time in the City

JSU President Dr. Carolyn Meyers and commencement speaker Congressman Bennie Thompson prepare for graduation of 700 students in the Lee E. Williams Athletic and Assembly Center, Friday, Dec. 13, 2013     PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
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Mayor Chokwe 
Lumumba put his 
backing for the 50th 
Anniversary of the 
Mississippi Freedom 
Summer when, ac-
cording to the plan-
ners, “… in 1964, 
more than 1,000 vol-
unteers from across 
America convened in 
Mississippi to put an 
end to the system of 
rigid segregation.”

In a statement is-
sued by “The Move-
ment Forward” organizors, the 
anniversary will be celebrated 
in Jackson June 25 - 29, 2014, 
to celebrate the “civil rights 
workers and summer volun-
teers who successfully chal-
lenged the denial by the state 
of Mississippi to keep black 
people from voting, getting a 
decent education and holding 
elected offices.”

While this 50th Anniversary 
will highlight the legacy of 

the Freedom Summer accom-
plishments, it will also serve 
as the platform to “continue 
to make life better for Jackso-
nians, Mississippians and all 
Americans,” said Lumumba 
at a press conference he called 
to announce his support.

“While the Freedom Sum-
mer of ’64 made profound 
changes in the state and the 
country, much remains to be 
accomplished. And your sup-
port will continue to make life 

better for Mississippians and 
all Americans.”

As follow up to the Dec. 10 
press conference, the mayor 
sponsored a fundraiser re-
ception for the 50th Freedom 
Summer anniversary events 
at the Mississippi Museum of 
Art Dec. 12.

The mayor said, “This is a 
remarkable occasion. As we 
remember the hero of many, 

Nelson Mandela, this is a re-
minder of the sacrifices of 
our own home grown freedom 
fighters.

“This will be a world re-
nowned showcasing of your 
contribution to move the 
world forward. This is a leg-
acy, a living treasure - not a 
buried one. I’m hearing inter-
est from all over the country 
for this.”

Hollis Watkins, national 
chairman for the occasion, 
said, “We are the Sankofa 
bird, with our feet firmly 
planted forward and ground-
ed, as we look back to see 
where we must go from here.

“The Freedom Summer 
brought about tremendous 
change that not only impacted 
the U.S. but also the world. I 
was in South Africa and they 

were talking about this event.
“Don’t come by yourself,” 

said Watkins. “Tell one to tell 
one to tell one…. We want the 
veterans, the young ones, the 
scholars to hear from people 
who were there. Our mayor is 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder 
with us.”

For more information, visit 
the website www.MSFreedom-
Summer50th.com
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Mississippi Freedom Summer 1964 - 2014
50th anniversary in the works….

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Mayor Lumumba and Civil Rights veterans at press conference to announce Freedom Summer 50th anniversary plans    PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Evers-Everett and Cynthia Goodloe Palmer

Bob Moses, Albert Sykes and Frank Figures discuss Freedom Summer with Reena Evers-Everett
Mayor Lumumba with veterans of the Civil Rights movement and volunteers at City Hall to discuss plans 
of 50th anniversary of Freedom Summer to be held in Jackson June 25-29, 2014.          PHOTOS BY AL WHITE



“When I came to the Utica 
Campus as a student in 1984, it 
was known for helping others and 
community service,” said Hinds 
Community College Utica Cam-
pus cosmetology instructor Ouida 
Theriot. “We are simply continu-
ing that legacy.”

Approximately 30 freshmen 
and sophomore Utica Campus 
cosmetology students wanted to 
do something to help the cancer 
patients at Blair E. Batson Chil-
dren Hospital in Jackson. So, they 
did; they made wigs. 

The enthusiasm of the students 
was so intense until what should 
have taken two weeks only took 
one, according to Theriot. “We 
allowed the students class time to 
complete the wigs,” Theriot said. 
“And some of the students were so 
enthralled about the idea until they 
worked on the wigs at home.”

When the cosmetology students 
decided to do the community ser-
vice project, there was at least one 
cosmetology student who was 
akin to the situation of the patients 
and their hair loss. So on that cold, 
rainy, winter day, cosmetology 
student Kristi Johnson was more 
focused and determined than ever 
to make that trip to Blair E. Batson 
Children Hospital.

When the group arrived, many 
of the patients were in treatment or 
were just ending their treatment, 
which hindered the face-to-face 
visit. “We understand the process 
of chemotherapy and radiation 
and chose not to visit with the chil-
dren,” said Gloria Blackmon, lead 
cosmetology instructor.

“So we decided to leave the 
wigs with Michelle Welch Cham-
bers, social worker, at Batson and 
Utica Campus alumnus. There 
was one child, however, who was 
determined to pay us a visit just af-
ter her treatment,” said Blackmon.

“It was Jamessia Davis, the 
child whose inspiration made a 
difference in all of our lives just by 
having seen her. For me, it was a 
moment of bliss that I will never 
forget. Jamessia was just elated 
over the wigs and could not decide 
on a particular one, so she chose 
two,” Blackmon concluded with a 
smile.

“It warmed our hearts seeing the 
smile on Jamessia’s face, knowing 
what she had experience just mo-
ments early,” said Kristi Johnson, 
a sophomore cosmetology student 
from Raymond. “Helping others 
is where I find my greatest plea-
sure,” Johnson said.

“There is something that we all 
as human beings can do to help 
someone in need,” said Chris 
Tanner-Watkins, assistant director 
of career and technical education. 
“It’s just a matter of caring enough 
to do it. 

“In our area, career and techni-
cal education, we are hands on, 
and the training that our students 
receive is not selfish in nature; our 
students are taught the importance 
of giving back,” Watkins conclud-
ed. 

Theriot added, “Our vice presi-
dent, Dr. Debra Mays-Jackson, en-
courages community service, and 
the wig project was one small act 
of kindness in an effort to provide 
service to the community. That 
was our way of helping others.”

The Blackmon and Theriot 
teaching team have a combined re-
cord of nearly 35 years of cosme-
tology teaching experience. Their 
students have a 90 percent pass 

rate on the State Cosme-
tology Board Exam.

ABOUT JAMESSIA 
DAVIS: Jamessia Davis, 
better known as “Peach-
es,” is a 10-year-old 
who has been battling 
Ewing’s Sarcoma (a rare 
form of bone cancer) for 
the past six months or 
so. She is a member of 
Greater New Hamilton 
Grove Baptist Church in 
Raymond.

Jamessia received two 
wigs and one cap that 
was donated to Blair 
E. Batson’s 
Children Hos-
pital by Hinds 
C o m m u n i t y 
College, Utica 
Campus.

The Make-
A-Wish Foun-
dation recently 
granted James-
sia’s most 
heartfelt wish, 
an iPad.

J a m e s s i a 
also received 
a shopping 
spree. Her first 
stop was Jus-
tice, a clothing 
store for young 
girls.

Other stores 
J a m e s s i a 
shopped in-
cluded Best 
Buy, Toys R 
Us, Hibbett 
Sports, and 
Wal-Mart. 

“Jamessia’s 
cancer has 
been upgraded 
to Stage 4, but 
she is a true 
fighter, full of 
courage and 
inspiration,” 
said Kristi 
Johnson, HCC-
Utica Campus 
cosmetology 
student and 
J a m e s s i a ’ s 
church mem-
ber.

“Her favorite 
saying is, ‘By 
His stripes I am 
healed!’”

As Missis-
sippi’s largest 
c o m m u n i t y 
college, Hinds 
C o m m u n i t y 
College is a 
comprehensive 
institution of-
fering quality, 
affordable edu-
cational oppor-
tunities with 
more than 170 
academic, ca-
reer and techni-
cal programs.

With six 
locations in 
central Mis-
sissippi, Hinds 
enrolled nearly 
12,000 credit 
students in fall 
2013.

To learn 
more, visit 
www.hindscc.
edu or call 
1 .800 .Hind-
sCC. 
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Five local public figures were 
Educators for a Day at G.N. Smith 
Elementary during the recent 
American Education Week.

Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone 
Lewis related to the children that 
he sat in the same classroom as a 
4th grade student at this school. 
The sheriff told the students, “You 
can be anything you want to be…. 
Don’t let anyone tell you that you 
can’t. I looked just like you when I 
was in the 4th grade.”

Other celebrity educators were 
LaSondra Barrett, a graduate of 
Murrah High School and cur-
rently a player for the WNBA 
team, Washington Mystics; Ron-
nie Heard, former player for the 
Atlanta Falcons and the San Fran-
cisco 49ers and a graduate of Ole 
Miss; Katina Rankin, a graduate 
of Murrah High School and now 
morning news anchor for local 
TV station WLBT; and Dr. Jerry 
Young, pastor of New Hope Bap-
tist Church.

Officers from the National As-
sociation of Educators (NEA) not 
only attend the event at Smith but 
also presented a $500 donation to 
the school.

Also celebrating with the school 
were representatives from the 

Mississippi Association of Educa-
tors (MEA).

American Education Week 
takes place across the U.S. once 

a year to acclaim public schools 
and honor the people who ensure 
every child receives a quality edu-
cation.

Celebrity “Educators for a 
Day” give time to children
The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

HCC-Utica Campus cosmetology class gives time and resouces to create wigs for cancer patients at Blair E. 
Batson Children Hospital.

Smith Principal Benjamin Torrey, Pastor Dr. Jerry Young of New Hope 
Baptist Church, JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray, news anchor Katina Rankin, 
WNBA member LaSondra Barrett and Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone Lewis

Former NFL player Ronnie Heard with children at G.N. Smith Elementary 

Jamessia Davis, cancer patient, with 
donated wigs.

Cosmetology students 
at HCC-Utica make 
wigs for cancer patients

‘Tis the season to give of one’s resources…. The best gift - your time!
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BUSINESS

MAC and Associates, LLC, and 
its corporate partners presented 
hundreds of students with winter 
coats Monday, Dec. 16, at Brown 
Elementary School.

The company delivered 650 
coats for students who attend 
Brown and Clausell Elementary 
Schools. Every student at the 
schools received coats.

“This is about serving the com-
munity at large during a time 
of need,” said Marcus Wallace, 

president of MAC and Associates, 
LLC, a division of MAC Con-
struction Company of Mississippi, 
LLC.

“My corporate partners and I 
are committed to supporting our 
children who need coats during 
the winter season; we want to do 
our part.”

“We are delighted and grateful 
for this wonderful donation from 
MAC and Associates, LLC,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray. 
This gift will touch the lives of our 

students in a meaningful way by 
warming their hearts, literally.”

This year’s donation marks a 
continuation of support to Jackson 
Public Schools by MAC and As-
sociates. Past donations included 
uniforms and transportation to 
sporting events for the Provine 
High School basketball team.

MAC’s corporate partners are 
Hemphill Construction, Petal 
Valve, Neel-Schaffer, CDM, Terra 
- Renewal, Siemens, United Wa-
ter, MSI, Brasfield and Gorrie, and 

Suncoast Infrastructure.
Founded in 1996, MAC and 

Associates, LLC and MAC Con-
struction Company of Mississippi, 
LLC, limited liability companies, 
were established to service the 
general construction needs of its 
clients, public and private sectors, 

in the commercial, residential, and 
industrial construction.

MAC’s founder and president, 
Marcus Wallace and the compa-
ny’s principals collectively, have 
over 50 years of expertise in gov-
ernment, commercial, and private 
sector construction management.

MAC Construction Company 
of Mississippi is licensed, bonded 
and insured. During the past 16 
years, MAC has completed sev-
eral projects throughout the state 
of Mississippi. It is one of the fast-
est growing minority owned con-
struction firms in Mississippi.

Wilson Auto Group recently 
gave six needy Jackson area resi-
dents transportation, so they could 
now get to work, take their children 
to school, go to the grocery store 
and manage the everyday chores 
many take for granted.

In partnership with Neighbor-
hood Christian Center, Mission 
Mississippi and Mission First, who 
selected the recipients from those 
they serve, Doug Wilson and Wil-
son Auto Group identified six pre-
owned vehicles and provided them 
to the families along with a three 
month/3,000 mile warranty.

“Several years ago, we decided 
to give away cars to working peo-
ple to help them contribute to soci-

ety but also because owning a car 
is a big responsibility,” stated Doug 
Wilson.  “You not only have to put 
gas in it but change the oil, carry 
on general maintenance and have 
valid insurance as well.

“Learning to give is a great 
growing experience for my family 
and all of our employees. It helps 
us remember that many do not have 
a warm place to stay or a car to get 
around.  This season is the time to 
give unto others and I appreciate 
Lee Thigpen, Neddie Winters and 
James Turner selecting these de-
serving families.”

“The stories of the families are 
heart-warming and in many in-
stances the gift of a vehicle is a life-
changing event,” added Lee Thig-

pen of Mission First. 
One recipient had to drop out of 

school, because she did not have 
reliable transportation. A second 
recipient, who is a military veteran, 
will now be able to continue his 
working career without relying on 
public transportation. A husband 
and wife can now both get to their 
jobs on time and another recipient 
can attend night school to further 
her education.

James E. Turner of the Neighbor-
hood Christian Center said, “It is a 
blessing, because many individuals 
have some hard times this year.”

Neddie Winters of Mission Mis-
sissippi added, “People go through 
times in their lives when transpor-
tation is not always available.” We 

all really appreciate Doug’s gener-
osity.”

Wilson Auto Group is a Jackson-
based automobile dealership spe-
cializing in Hyundai, Kia, Chrysler, 
Dodge, Jeep and Ram vehicles. 
The group, with locations in Flo-
wood and Ridgeland, Miss. and 
Collierville, Tenn., also carries an 
extensive inventory of pre-owned 
vehicles with a three month/3,000 

mile warranty, even if the manufac-
turer warranty has already expired.

Mission Mississippi sponsors 
and coordinates opportunities for 
people of different denominations 
and races to meet, get to know each 
other and serve the Lord together 
through gatherings across Missis-
sippi.

Mississippi First is a non-parti-
san, non-profit organization spe-

cializing in education policy re-
search and advocacy.

Neighborhood Christian Center 
was created to develop a relation-
ship with our neighbors in need, al-
lowing for an effective presentation 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
an opportunity to give our neigh-
bors a spiritual as well as a practical 
foundation on which they can build 
their lives. 

4th Annual Help on Wheels 
provides cars to needy 
Jackson area residents

MAC and Associates LLC 
provides 650 coats to Brown and 
Clausell Elementary students

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Doug Wilson (4th from L), owner of Wilson Auto Group, and recipients of car give-away and partnering 
organizations’ representatives

Dr. Mitchell Shears, Brown Principal Serenity Luckett; Clausell Principal Rebecca Starling, Tawanda Nichols; Mayor 
Lumumba, MAC and Associates president Marcus Wallace, Councilmen Charles Tillman and De’Keither Stamps

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Toys 
Continued from page 1

ton, Issaquena, Bolivar, Leflore, 
Sunflower, Rankin, Pearl River, 
Hancock, Madison and Yazoo 
counties.

“Because women tend to be 
the caregivers in their fami-
lies, being separated from their 
children this time of year is es-
pecially difficult,” Epps said. 
“Therefore, when Health As-
surance, with whom MDOC 
has had a good working rela-
tionship for more than 10 years, 
came to me and said it wanted 
to do something for the kids of 
some of our female inmates, of 
course, I said ‘Go ahead. We 
will be glad to support you.’ We 
want to connect and reconnect 
inmates with their families as 
much as possible.”

Case managers at MDOC fa-
cilities and officials at the Pearl 
River and Hancock counties’ 
jails helped identify the women 
to receive their permission to in-
clude their children in the gift-
giving.

Toys were collected from 
vendors with whom Health As-
surance has a working relation-
ship. Item after item includ-
ing bicycles, an assortment of 
games, dolls, stuffed animals, 
backpacks, small computers 
and electronic items packed a 
room at Health Assurance’s of-
fice based in Select Specialty 

Hospital-Jackson, 5903 Ridge-
wood Road, in Jackson.

“We did not expect the level 
of excitement we got,” Dr. Red-
dix said. “We have had toys 
coming from everywhere.”

The goal is for each child to 
receive three toys - small, me-
dium and large.

Dr. Reddix said Health As-
surance wants the incarcerated 
women to know its employees 
care. “Incarcerated women are 
among the most difficult popu-
lations in corrections - both for 
correctional health service pro-
viders and security administra-
tors,” Reddix said.

“Hopefully this expression of 
family support for these incar-
cerated women will strengthen 
their commitments to reha-
bilitate and transform into the 
“models’ our society needs.”

“Showing inmates that you 
care about them goes a long 
way,” Epps said.

Allison said, “Kid’s suffer 
when their parent, their mother 
is incarcerated.”

Epps, Adam and Allison 
praised Health Assurance for 
their effort. 

According to Dr. Reddix, this 
is the “first time this has been 
done.” They are anticipating 
that a lot of children will be sur-
prised.

Lots of balls for Christmas

Dolls, teddy bears and other toys under the Christmas treeGames and t-shirts for the children

Bikes among the toys

Left to right back row: Doug Boone, Operation Shoestring board president; Alon Bee, Regions 
Metro Jackson City president; Charlita Cloman, Regions Community Affairs manager; Amber 
May, Operation Shoestring programs director; Robert Langford, Operation Shoestring execu-
tive director. Front row: Operation Shoestring elementary students. PhOtO COuRteSy OF ChRiS 
MyeRS, ReGiOnS BAnk

In support of their recent “Con-
versation About Community” event, 

Regions Bank presented to Operation 
Shoestring a check for $5,000, kicking 
off the season of gratitude and giving.

Regions Bank 
contributes $5,000 to 
Operation Shoestring 

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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ment between parents, stu-
dents, and school administra-
tors to ensure the safety of 
bus drivers while transporting 
students. He also explained 
the financial solvency of the 
school district which includes 
a new salary scale that will 
take effect July 2014.

At Monday’s press con-
ference, Gray said that he 
rode “shotgun” on the bus 
of a driver he identified as 
“Ms. Gray” that morning. 
He thanked parents and the 

community for their patience 
during the bus strike. He also 
thanked the bus drivers for re-
turning to work.

Gray said that he wanted 
to address operational con-
ditions that the recent bus 
driver protest brought to his 
attention through three action 
items:

1. Form a “Superintendent 
Advisory Counsel” for the 
operations division including 
transportation

2. Identify efficiencies 

across JPS operations and 
school departments

3. Launch a special internal 
audit on operations including 
the transportation department.

“These actions will help us 
verify many of the issues that 
were brought to my attention 
and if needed, provide mecha-
nisms for corrective action,” 
Gray said.

He said that they will con-
tinue to review the system 
to make sure it will have im-
proved management.

ing to educate and enroll Mis-
sissippians in the new Health 
Insurance Marketplace.

According to Cover Mis-
sissippi, the Health Insurance 
Marketplace offers a new op-
portunity for part-time and 
full-time workers in Missis-
sippi to get affordable health 
insurance, especially since 
most private employers in 
Mississippi are not able to pro-
vide health insurance to their 
employees.

Over 275,000 Mississippi-
ans are eligible to purchase a 
plan in the Marketplace and 
over 80 percent of those eligi-
ble will qualify for tax credits 
and subsidies that will lower 
their premiums and out of 
pocket costs.

Cover Mississippi and Jeff 
Good, president of Mangia 
Bene Restaurant Management 
Group Inc., hosted an enroll-
ment event for the restaurant 
employees at BRAVO!, Sal 
& Mookie’s and Broad Street 
Bakery Dec. 16.

On Dec. 18, President 
Obama and First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama, joined by 
White House Senior Advi-
sor and Chair of the White 
House Council on Women and 
Girls, Valerie Jarrett, met with 
a group of moms in the Oval 
Office to discuss how health 
care reform could benefit their 
families.

According to the White 
House: three million young 
adults gained health insurance 
because they can stay on their 
parents’ health plan until age 
26.

Since young adults are ex-
pected to sign up for coverage 
during the remaining months 
of open enrollment, the Obama 
administration is reaching out 
to women through the Mar-
ketplaces and with the help of 
other agencies and non-profits 
through op-eds, social media 
content, and enrollment events 
across the country.

Jarrett was joined by U.S. 
House Assistant Democratic 
Leader James Clyburn and 
U.S. Health and Human Ser-
vices Director of External Af-
fairs Anton Gunn on a Dec. 12 
phone conference to provide 
updates on the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA), improvements to 
HealthCare.gov website, and 
health education events taking 
place around the country.

The three talked about how 
African Americans continue to 
benefit from the many advan-

tages of the ACA including ex-
panded options to lower costs, 
protection from discrimination 
based on a pre-existing con-
dition for children, increased 
access to life-saving preventa-
tive services, and targeted as-
sistance to underserved com-
munities.

Today, according to Jarrett, 
14.2 million people maybe 
eligible for ACA. Health ex-
change markets can enroll by 
phone, website, mail, or get 
local help. “Insurance com-
panies can no longer charge 
premiums due to pre-existing 
and current health conditions,” 
Jarrett said. “This is new pro-
tection.”

Clyburn said that 17 million 
children will no longer be de-
nied health coverage due to a 
pre-existing condition. 

“250,000 of these children 
are in South Carolina, my 
home state,” Clyburn said. 
“Children and parents are 
pleased that they can now get 
affordable health care.”

He emphasized two big ben-
efits: protection from unfair 
health insurance practices and 
more health items covered.

Gunn said, “Six in ten Afri-
can Americans can be eligible 
for affordable health care now, 
through ACA, expanded Med-
icaid and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP).”

“In the first two months, 1.2 
million Americans are already 
enrolled through healthcare.
gov or received notice that 
they are eligible for health care 
and expanded Medicaid.”

He said the website is vastly 
improved and has been able to 
manage all of the website traf-
fic since Dec. 1. The adminis-
tration has made over 400 bug 
fixes and major changes to 
management.

“Anyone can fill out an ap-
plication, shop and enroll now. 
User experience is vastly dif-
ferent now, so much better. The 
door is now open for new cus-
tomers. There are lots of oppor-
tunities now for people to go 
get coverage,” Gunn said.

He said the Obama Admin-
istration recommended that in-
surance companies allow peo-
ple to enroll through Dec. 31, 
2013 to get coverage by Jan. 1, 
2014. Currently the deadline is 
Dec. 23, but the White House 
is hoping that individual insur-
ance companies will extend 
the deadline.

Only 25 states plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia have taken 

advantage of the Medicaid 
expansion. Mississippi is still 
not participating. Gunn said 
the door is not closed and will 
never close for states to partic-
ipate in the Medicaid expan-
sion.

Under the expansion, Med-
icaid would be available to 
anyone making up to 138 
percent of the federal poverty 
level. The federal government 
pays 100 percent of medical 
expenses for the newly quali-
fied enrollees from 2014 to 
2017. After that, the federal 
share would be reduced to 90 
percent by 2020, with each 
state paying the balance.

The Mississippi Division of 
Medicaid said that 641,378 
people were enrolled in the 
program at the end of 2012. 
The state’s population is just 
under three million. Up to 
288,000 newly eligible people 
could be expected to enroll 
in Medicaid if the state does 
an expansion, according to a 
study by the Urban Institute 
for the nonpartisan Kaiser 
Commission on Medicaid and 
the Uninsured.

A new report by two Uni-
versity of Alabama research-
ers, David Becker and Mi-
chael Morrisey, shows that 
Mississippi taxpayers would 
spend $579 million between 
2014 and 2020, but will draw 
more than $1.4 billion in tax 
revenues as a result. This will 
generate over $14 billion in 
total new economic activity. It 
would create 20,000 new jobs 
and provide an $848 million 
increase in net state and local 
tax revenues.

Jarrett, Clyburn, and Gunn 
just want to get the word out to 
as many people as they can, as 
quickly as they can.

“I just finished giving a talk 
about ACA on a panel in Mem-
phis at the National Black Cau-
cus of Black State Legislators 
conference. I was also learning 
about what state legislators are 
doing in their community to 
educate stakeholders about the 
ACA. We have a lot of work 
being done, hosting webinars, 
community events all over to 
get the word out and to educate 
about ACA,” said Gunn.

“There are three ways to en-
roll: 1. You can enroll on the 
website (healthcare.gov), 2. 
You can enroll over the phone 
24/7 at 1-800-318-2596, and 
3. You can get help through lo-
cal navigators (go to localhelp.
healthcare.gov for a local list).”

Upon Senate confirmation 
of his nominee for Secretary 
of Homeland Security, Jeh 
Johnson, President Barack 
Obama issued the following 
statement:

“I am pleased the Senate 
has confirmed Jeh Johnson as 
our next Secretary of Home-
land Security with broad bi-
partisan support. In Jeh, our 
dedicated homeland secu-
rity professionals will have 
a strong leader with a deep 
understanding of the threats 
we face and a proven abil-
ity to work across agencies 
and complex organizations to 
keep America secure.

“Jeh has been a critical 
member of my national se-
curity team, and he helped to 
shape some of our most suc-
cessful national security poli-
cies and strategies.

“As Secretary of Home-
land Security, Jeh will play a 
leading role in our efforts to 
protect the homeland against 
terrorist attacks, adapt to 
changing threats, stay pre-
pared for natural disasters, 
strengthen our border securi-
ty, and make our immigration 
system fairer - while uphold-
ing the values, civil liberties, 
and laws that make America 
great.

“I look forward to Jeh’s 
counsel and sound judgment 
for years to come.”

However, Democrats used 
their newly initiated lower 
threshold for defeating fili-
busters Dec. 16, to win Sen-
ate confirmation of Obama’s 
nomination. On a 57-37 vote, 

Democrats broke a GOP 
blockade against Johnson be-
fore the Senate minutes later 
confirmed him on a 78-16 
vote. Until Democrats unilat-
erally changed the Senate’s 
filibuster threshold on presi-
dential nominations, it would 
have taken 60 votes to clear 
Johnson for a final vote.

Anne W. Patterson, cur-
rently the U.S. ambassador to 
Egypt and formerly ambas-
sador to Pakistan, also won 
confirmation Dec. 16 to be-
come assistant secretary of 
state in charge of Near East-
ern affairs. She also was con-
firmed 78-16, with all of the 
“no” votes coming from Re-
publicans. A career diplomat, 
Patterson entered the State 
Department’s foreign service 
in 1973.

As Secretary of Homeland 
Security, Johnson is replac-
ing Janet Napolitano as head 
of the Department. About 40 
percent of the senior leader-
ship positions are now va-
cant, and Johnson said filling 
those posts was among his 
top priorities. Obama has in 
the past praised Johnson’s 
role in overturning the ban on 
openly gay service members 
in the military.

Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., 
questioned Johnson’s experi-
ence for heading homeland 
security, a department created 
after the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks from more than 
two dozen disparate agencies 
and now perhaps the most 
complex in Obama’s Cabi-
net. “I’m not saying he’s not 
a good man, but he’s not a 

good choice for this,” Ses-
sions said.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
said he was also troubled be-
cause Johnson did not answer 
all of his questions about the 
immigration policy during his 
confirmation process.

Johnson was not particu-
larly well known when his 
nomination was announced in 
October 2013.

A multimillionaire lawyer, 
he is a longtime supporter 
of Obama, donating more 
than $33,000 to his political 
campaigns over the years. 
He has moved in and out of 
public service throughout his 
career, serving as a lawyer in 
the private sector as well as a 
two-year stint in the U.S. at-
torney’s office in New York 
between 1989 and 1991 and 
as general counsel of the 
Department of the Air Force 
under President Bill Clinton 
from 1998 to 2001. He was 
the Defense Department’s 
general counsel until 2012, 
when he returned to private 
practice. 

Johnson is a 1979 graduate 
of Morehouse College and a 
1982 graduate of Columbia 
Law School.

Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev., took 
steps Dec. 16 toward win-
ning confirmation for nearly a 
dozen other Obama nominees 
before the Senate adjourns 
for the holidays, including 
John Koskinen to head the 
Internal Revenue Service and 
Janet Yellen to succeed Ben 
Bernanke as Federal Reserve 
chairman.

The city of Jackson will host 
additional town hall meetings to 
discuss the 1 percent local sales 
option. The public is invited to 
share in the conversation.

The meetings are set for the 

following dates and times:

• Dec. 19, 6 p.m., - Wards 1 and 
2, Word and Worship Church, 
6286 Hanging Moss Road

• Dec. 22, 6 p.m. - Wards 5, 

7 and 6, Battlefield Community 
Center, 953 W. Porter Street

• Dec. 23, 6 p.m. - Wards 3 
and 4, St. John M.B. Church, 
4895 Medgar Evers Boulevard 
at Northside Drive.
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JOHANNESBURG - Now 
that Nelson Mandela has been 
buried, South Africans will be 
renewing their focus on issues 
facing their nation. Mandela’s 
vision of a prosperous “rain-
bow nation” remains largely 
unfulfilled, and many South 
Africans still live in poverty. 
These are some of the chal-
lenges facing South Africa:

CORRUPTION:
Mandela’s reputation of 

high integrity has not been 
automatically transferred to 
his successors. President Ja-
cob Zuma faces harsh criti-
cism over allegations that the 
government used roughly $21 
million of taxpayer funds for 
security updates at his rural 
private home. Investigations 
are underway, with reports due 
early next year. But the alle-
gations - and other instances 
of the political elite putting 
personal gain ahead of public 
responsibilities - have already 
cut public support for the Afri-
can National Congress, which 
has governed since the first 
democratic elections in 1994.

A local Sunday Times sur-
vey found that just over half 
of the ANC voters it polled 
believe Zuma should resign 
over the allegations - a striking 
indication of public disillu-
sionment ahead of next year’s 
general election.

South African author Wil-
liam Gumede, senior fellow 
at St. Antony’s College in Ox-
ford, England, said the corrup-
tion allegations and other neg-
ative perceptions have eroded 
Zuma’s credibility, especially 
when people compare him to 
Mandela.

“To govern a country like 
South Africa, you need to 
persuade people, you need 
some kind of integrity and 
believability, but people don’t 
believe him because of the 
allegations of corruption,” 
Gumede said. “We are in a 
difficult economic position, 
we’ve stalled on many things. 
It won’t be easy for him to turn 
things around.”

However the ANC is still 
expected to win national elec-
tions in 2014 - the exact date 
hasn’t been set yet - and with 
Zuma elected last year as pres-
ident of the liberation move-
ment-turned political party, he 
is virtually assured of winning 
a second term as president of 
South Africa.

SLOW ECONOMIC 
GROWTH AND CONTIN-

UED INEQUALITY:
South Africa’s blacks have 

full political rights and there is 
a growing black middle class, 
but many blacks remain deep 
in poverty. Youth unemploy-
ment is extremely high, with 
one out of two people under 
25 without a job. The Inter-
national Monetary Fund pre-
dicts continued slow economic 
growth that will be “insuffi-
cient to reduce unacceptably 
high unemployment.”

Adrian Guelke, a South Af-
rican professor who special-
izes in conflict resolution at 
Queen’s University in North-
ern Ireland, said the govern-
ment has been unable to meet 
widespread expectations that 
democracy would bring a dra-
matic transformation in the 
quality of life for most South 
Africans. He said it is not sur-
prising that there are signs of 
unhappiness 19 years after 
democracy took hold with the 
country’s first all-race elec-
tions, in 1994.

“They were expected to car-
ry out greater change,” he said. 
“Now there seems to be a lot 
of disappointment. Most peo-
ple think inequality has actu-
ally grown, in part because of 
global factors. It’s obviously a 
problem.”

VIOLENCE AND SUS-
PECTED COVERUPS:

There have been a string of 
violent events in the last two 
years that have raised anxiety 
levels, and crime remains a 
problem. In August 2012, po-
lice shot dead 34 striking min-
ers at the Marikana platinum 
mine, reminding some of the 
lethal attacks on miners and 
other union workers during the 
apartheid era.

To compound the problem, 
a government panel concluded 
in September that South Afri-

can police had lied about the 
incident, withheld some docu-
ments and altered others dur-
ing an official investigation of 
the killings. Evidence present-
ed to the investigating com-
mission has indicated some 
miners were shot in the back 
as they tried to get away and 
some were killed after they 
had already been wounded. 
The findings and other cases 
of alleged police misconduct 
have raised tough questions 
about police integrity.

The Marikana hearings are 
to resume next year after the 
holidays.

SOUTH AFRICA’S 
SCHOOLS STILL LAG BE-
HIND:

National leaders have em-
phasized that education and 
training offer the best long-
term solution to lingering 
disparity between the races 
- and to easing poverty. But 
improvements to the public 
schools have been slow, leav-
ing many South Africans far 
behind in the increasingly 
competitive information age.

J. Peter Pham, director of the 
Africa Center at the Atlantic 
Council in Washington, said 
South Africa ranks below most 
African nations in education 
tests on mathematics and sci-
ence and is more or less equiv-
alent with Yemen, near the bot-
tom of international tables.

“Education is a serious chal-
lenge,” he said. “You are at 
a reflection point now, and 
you’ve got two scenarios: Ei-
ther you reform education, 
open the economy further, 
and you get a trend toward a 
brighter future, or you don’t 
fix the education sector and 
you end up in a pretty bad 
position, with unemployment 
skyrocketing and possible so-
cial unrest.”

NATIONAL

Mandela buried, 
now South Africa 
confronts many ills

FILE - In this photo taken May 25, 2010, children practice shooting at goals, 
at the Matikiring sports ground,near Lichtenburg, in the rural part of northern 
South Africa. South Africa’s blacks have full political rights, but many remian 
deep in poverty despite substantial growth in the blacl middle calss. AP Photo/
DEnIS FArrELL, FILE
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By Gregory Katz
The Associated Press

GENEVA - The United 
Nations said Dec. 15 it 
will need nearly $13 bil-
lion in aid in 2014 to reach 
at least 52 million people 
in 17 countries, includ-
ing the millions of Syrians 
who have been displaced by 
their civil war.

“This is the largest 
amount we’ve ever had to 
request at the start of the 
year,” said Valerie Amos, 
the U.N.’s humanitarian 
chief. “The complexity and 
scale of what we are doing 
is rising all the time.”

The aid is to be provid-
ed by 500 organizations, 
including the main U.N. 
agencies for food, refugees 
and children.

About half of the re-
quested $12.9 billion in aid 
- some $6.5 billion - would 
go toward delivering food, 
shelter and health care 
in Syria and neighboring 
countries affected by the 
war.

“This is the largest ever 
appeal for a single crisis,” 
Amos said.

In Syria, there are 2.5 
million people in “hard to 
reach communities” be-
cause of fighting and secu-
rity concerns, she said.

The nearly 3-year-old 
conflict has claimed more 
than 100,000 lives and dis-
placed millions, and even 
if it ends tomorrow the hu-
manitarian aid would still 
need to continue, Amos 
said.

“We’re facing a terrifying 
situation here where, by the 
end of 2014, substantially 
more of the population of 
Syria could be displaced 
or in need of humanitar-
ian help than not,” said the 
U.N.’s High Commission-
er for Refugees António 
Guterres.

“This goes beyond any-
thing we have seen in many, 
many years, and makes the 
need for a political solution 
all the much greater,” he 
said.

A year ago, the U.N.’s hu-
manitarian request looking 
ahead to 2013 was for $8.5 
billion, but Syria’s civil war 
forced the world body to 

revise that assessment up-
ward to $13.6 billion. U.N. 
and other aid officials said 
Monday that their 2013 re-
quest will be only 60 per-
cent funded.

Such funding gaps will 
leave many people hungry, 
lacking shelter and unpro-
tected from violence, they 
said.

“When looking ahead 
to the 2014 plans for hu-
manitarian response and 
the funds that are required, 
the NGO community is 
very concerned that this 
year’s appeals are still 
vastly underfunded and 
that leaves gaps in meet-
ing immediate humanitar-
ian needs and also slows 
down the recovery process 
for millions of civilians, 
leaving an unbearable scar 
for years to come,” said 
Jasmine Whitbread, CEO 
of Save the Children Inter-
national.

She said the 2013 re-
quests for Haiti, Somalia, 
Djibouti, Central African 
Republic, and the Philip-
pines “are all less than 50 
percent funded.”

Speaking from the Leba-
nese border town of Ar-
sal, U.N. refugee agency 
spokesman Peter Kessler 
told The Associated Press 
that the focus in 2014 will 
shift to helping host coun-
tries develop and upgrade 
their infrastructure to ac-
commodate the large num-
ber of refugees.

Unlike in Turkey, Jordan 
and Iraq, the Lebanese gov-
ernment is not providing fa-
cilities or land to temporar-

ily accommodate refugees, 
despite the continuing in-
flux into the country of 4.5 
million. The refugees are 
scattered all over the coun-
try, and mostly live in in-
formal tented settlements in 
the north and in the Bekaa 
Valley.

More than 20 percent of 
Lebanon’s inhabitants are 
now Syrians, who have fled 
the fighting, Kessler said. 
He estimated that at least 
120,000 Syrians seek shel-
ter in neighboring countries 
every month.

“That means that thou-
sands of people need blan-
kets, clothes, health care, 
education and a decent 
shelter to live in,” Kessler 
said. “The needs are enor-
mous and the host coun-
tries cannot meet them on 
their own. They need help,” 
Kassler said.

The U.N. acknowledges 
that its request for 2014 
is formidable, “but attain-
able.”

After Syria, the next big-
gest requests are for $1.1 
billion for South Sudan, 
$995 million for Sudan, 
$928 million for Somalia, 
$832 million for the Congo, 
and $791 million for re-
building in the typhoon-hit 
Philippines.

Other major requests are 
for $591 million in Yemen, 
$406 million for Afghani-
stan, $390 million in the 
occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories, $247 million for 
Central African Republic 
and $169 million for Haiti.

Barbara Surk in Beirut 
contributed to this report.

UN: $12.9 billion 
aid needed in 2014

A Syrian refugee woman fetches water at a refugee camp in the eastern Leb-
anese border town of Arsal, Lebanon Dec. 15, 2013. AP Photo/BILAL huSSEIn

By John heilprin
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON (NNPA) 
- The Black unemployment 
rate fell to a five-year low in 
November, according to the 
latest jobs report by the La-
bor Department, but econo-
mists saw little to celebrate 
as Congress inaction threat-
ens the federal unemploy-
ment insurance programs 
that helps millions of fami-
lies.

The unemployment rate 
for blacks fell to 12.5 per-
cent last month the lowest 
since December 2008 when 
it was 11.9 percent. In Janu-
ary 2009, the same month 
President Obama started his 
first term the rate jumped to 
12.6 percent.

The unemployment rate for 
whites ticked down from 6.3 
percent in October to 6.2 per-
cent in November.

The unemployment rate 
for black men over 20 also 

improved dropping from 13 
percent in October to 12.3 
percent in November. The 
jobless rate for White men 
fell from 6.2 percent in Oc-
tober to 6 percent in Novem-
ber. The jobless rate for black 
women fell from 11.5 percent 
in October to 11.1 percent 
in November, compared to 
White women that saw their 
unemployment rate fall from 
5.5 percent in October to 5.3 
percent in November.

Black youth between 16-
19 years old continue to suf-
fer the worst unemployment 
rate at 35.8 percent. The un-
employment rate for white 
youth in the same age group 
was 18.6 percent in Novem-
ber.

The economy added 
203,000 jobs last month.

“What this report shows 
is that the economy contin-
ues to grow at a very tepid 
pace,” said Bernard Ander-
son, an economist and pro-

fessor emeritus of the Whar-
ton School at the University 
of Pennsylvania in Philadel-
phia. “The economy is not 
growing at a rate that will 
reduce the overhang of long-
term unemployment.”

Economists fear that Con-
gress won’t act to extend 
federal unemployment insur-
ance benefits, a move that 
could stifle job growth in 
2014.

“For lawmakers to not 
be considering extending 
[unemployment insurance] 
means that they are really 
not looking at what’s hap-
pening in the economy and 
they think that things are bet-
ter than they are,” said Elise 
Gould, the director of health 
policy research at the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute.

Gould continued: “What’s 
often missed in these discus-
sions is that these unemploy-
ment payments to people 
actually provide stimulus for 

the economy. Without [the 
benefits] the labor market 
will actually lose more jobs 
in 2014.”

Chad Stone, chief econo-
mist at the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities, agreed.

In a blog on the center’s 
website, Stone wrote: “De-
spite improvements this 
year, the labor market is still 
not strong enough for poli-
cymakers to let emergency 
federal unemployment insur-
ance (UI) expire as scheduled 
during Christmas week.”

According to CBPP, the 
long-term unemployment 
rate has never been higher 
than 1.3 percent when the 
federal unemployment in-
surance program ended after 
past recessions. The current 
long-term unemployment 
rate is 2.6 percent. More than 
4 million people have been 
looking for work longer than 
six months.

If Congress allows the 

emergency federal unem-
ployment insurance (UI) to 
lapse, Stone wrote: “That 
means more hardship for 
the families of workers who 
are still struggling to find a 
job, and it also means that 
families that lose EUC will 
have less to spend. Reduced 
spending, in turn, will hurt 
the recovery and slow job 
creation.”

Those hardships would be 
disastrous for the families of 
black workers, who continue 
to endure higher levels of 
unemployment than White 
workers.

The number of black work-
ers either employed or look-
ing for work fell from 60.7 
percent in October to 60.6 
percent in November, com-
pared to white workers who 
saw an uptick in their labor 
force participation rate from 
63 percent in October to 63.1 
percent in November. A de-
crease in the labor force can 

make the unemployment rate 
look better than it does on the 
ground.

“In general, nothing has 
changed in the relative eco-
nomic position of African 
Americans relative to whites 
in November compared to 
what it was in October,” 
said Anderson. “I don’t see 
anything to shout about. I 
guess one can be happy that 
the African American unem-
ployment rate didn’t go up, 
but the unemployment rate 
didn’t go up for anybody.”

Anderson continued: “Af-
rican Americans have a re-
lationship with the Ameri-
can economy similar to the 
caboose on the train. When 
the train speeds up, the ca-
boose speeds up, and when 
the train slows down, the 
caboose slows down, but in 
the natural order of things, 
the caboose never catches up 
with the engine. That’s what 
these numbers show you.”

Black unemployment 
dips to 5-year low
By Freddie Allen
NNPA Washington Correspondent



Students at Brown Elemen-
tary received an Olympic 
surprise Nov. 8. That’s when 
Gold medalist Joanna Hayes 
stopped by the school to ex-
ercise with the students in an 
unconventional way. She led 
them through a new exercise 
program called GoNoodle.

GoNoodle is a desk-side 
exercise break designed to in-
crease physical activity, and as 
a result, improve student per-

formance.
The program brings a series 

of interactive games and exer-
cises into the classroom. The 
fun activity breaks improve 
the health of students and help 
them to learn better. Dancing, 
stretching, and calming exer-
cises are part of the program 
that also has games for the 
body and the brain.

GoNoodle features world 
class athletes leading students 
in virtual track and field events. 

Hayes, who earned a gold 
medal in the 100-meter hurdles 
in the 2004 Summer Olympics, 
is one of 10 track and field 
stars featured in the game. 
During her visit to Brown she 
shared her life experiences as 
an Olympic competitor.

GoNoodle was created by  
HealthTeacher and is offered 
to school districts in Mis-
sissippi through the gener-
ous support of Baptist Health 
Foundation.

Olympic Gold Medalist encourages Brown 
Elementary students to exercise and live healthy

Dr. Mitchell Shears, JPS exec. dir., Elem. Academics; Serenity Luckett, Brown principal; Joanna Hayes, Olympic 
medalist; and Beneta Burt, JPS School Board member

Standing - Amanda Sanders, Brown 3rd grade teacher, and Joanna Hayes, Olympic medalist
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JPS reading enthusiasts from 
pre-K through grade 12 gath-
ered at Cardozo Middle School 
Nov. 19, to compete in the JPS 
Reading Fair.

Each of the students earned a 
place at the district level com-
petition by winning first place 
in their categories at the school 
level. They shared their favorite 
books with the rest of the Dis-
trict in a creative way. The stu-
dents dressed as their favorite 
characters from the stories they 
read as they explained their sto-
ryboards to judges.

“Our District’s annual Read-
ing Fair is an exciting time of 
year for students,” said Dr. 
Vicki Davidson, head of ad-
vanced academics and orga-
nizer of the fair. “It’s another 
opportunity for our schools 

to encourage reading in class-
rooms and to foster a love for 
reading. Librarians and teachers 
incorporate students’ book se-
lections into classroom lessons 
on text complexity, which is a 
part of the Common Core State 
Standards, to prepare them for 
reading at or above grade level.

Over 300 storyboards were 
displayed this year. The story-
boards are an outcome of ef-
fective reading instruction and 
engaged students,” said Dr. Da-
vidson.

The goal of the reading fair 
is to boost reading at all grade 
levels and to allow students to 
cooperate with their peers.

JPS Reading Fair organiz-
ers support this goal through a 
festive program that includes a 
parade of characters featuring 
both students and teachers. Stu-

dents take part in the school and 
district reading fairs to prepare 
for the regional and state com-

petitions. All of the first place 
winners move up to the next 
level.

PLACE DIVISION WINNER(S) SCHOOL
1st	 A	 Braden	Parker	 New	Hope	Christian	
2nd	 A	 Javion	Rucker	 Walton	Elementary	
3rd	 A	 Kaylee	Woods	 Davis	Magnet	Elementary	
1st	 B	 Mathias	Bridges	 New	Hope	Christian	
2nd	 B	 Isaiah	Young	 Timberlawn	Elementary	
3rd	 B	 Tamia	Thornton	 Casey	Elementary	
1st	 C	 Isana	Chapman	 Spann	Elementary
2nd	 C	 Charity	Jelks	 Timberlawn	Elementary	
3rd	 C	 Brandon	Coley	 Davis	Magnet	Elementary	
1st	 D	 Jayda	Graham	 Walton	Elementary	
2nd	 D	 Cooper	Johnson	 Davis	Magnet	Elementary	
3rd		 D	 Edward	Wilson	 Woodville	Heights	Elementary	
1st	 E	 McKenzie	Ellis	 Power	APAC
2nd		 E	 Rhylan	Myers	 Timberlawn	Elementary	
3rd	 E	 Tyler	M.	Wiggins	 New	Hope	Christian	
1st	 F	 Brianna	Collins	 Cardozo	Middle	
2nd	 F	 Faith	Burt	 	 Chastain	Middle	
3rd	 F	 Chrystain	Butler	 Northwest	Middle	
1st	 G	 Samuel	Foster	 Wingfield	High	
2nd	 G	 Eunice	Martinez	 Capital	City	Alternative	
3rd	 G	 Sky	Robinson	 Forest	Hill	High	
1st	 H	 Joshua	Sandifer	 Walton	Elementary	
2nd	 H	 Davianna	Summerall	 Brown	Elementary
3rd	 H	 Mylani	Galbreath	 Bates	Elementary	
1st	 I	 Matt	Jones		 Cardozo	Middle	
2nd	 I	 Norcelia	Tobias	 Peeples	Middle
3rd	 I	 Carrington	Cobb	 Northwest	Middle	
1st	 J	 McKenzie	Williams	 Jim	Hill	High
2nd	 J	 Erykuah	McNeal	 Forest	Hill	High	
3rd	 J	 Dominique	Williams	 Wingfield	High	
1st	 K	 Cary	Collins,	Jr.	 Bates	Elementary	
2nd	 K	 Keziah	Kimple	 Dawson	Elementary	
3rd	 K	 Jaydann	Hollins	 New	Hope	Christian	
1st	 L	 Makenzie	Martin	 Isable	Elementary
2nd	 L	 Christen	Johnson	 Spann	Elementary	
3rd	 L	 Charity	Burt	 McLeod	Elementary	
1st	 M	 Zien	Webster	 Brinkley	Middle
2nd	 M	 Jonasia	James	 Siwell	Middle	
	 	 Courtni	Sutton	
3rd	 M	 Ilijah	Love	 	 Blackburn	Middle
1st	 N	 Quanisha	Bracey	 Forest	Hill	High	
	 	 Jeremiah	Chaney	
2nd	 N	 Charles	Davis	 Murrah	High	
	 	 Viviek	Patel

JPS Reading Fair encourages love of reading

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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JPS Reading Fair first place division winners

Cooper Johnson of Davis Magnet made up as the pimple-faced main char-
acter of “Chocolate Fever”
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Sharita Giles, a school ad-
ministrator, is quick to tell her 
students she’s not susceptible 
to sob stories about obstacles 
thwarting success.

Giles, who has two master’s 
degrees and recently earned a 
doctorate from Jackson State 
University, was a homeless, 
unwed mother at 15. By age 
19, she was singlehandedly 
raising three children (one was 
her younger brother). Well on 
her way to becoming “just an-
other statistic,” Giles decided to 
change her course.

“To be honest, it was God. I 
prayed and God placed people 
in my life strategically to help 
me along that path to make sure 
I was able to finish what I start-
ed,” said Giles, who received 
her doctorate in educational 
administration and supervision 
during commencement exer-
cises Dec. 13 at the Lee E. Wil-
liams Athletics and Assembly 
Center.

Giles was determined to defy 
the odds - and naysayers.

“Really, people didn’t expect 
me to do anything after I got 
pregnant at 15. At first, it started 
off as ‘I’m going to show you.’ 
I’ve always been smart. I gradu-
ated from high school with hon-

ors,” Giles sad. “But I don’t 
have to prove anything to any-
body. I’m doing it for myself.

“It had always been a child-
hood goal of mine. When I was 
around the age of 8, I would tell 
my little brother and cousin, 
‘You will call me Dr. Giles,’” 
she said. “I would always play 
teacher with them. How in the 
world did I know anything 
about a Ph.D.? People around 
me didn’t have that degree.”

After she got pregnant, Giles 
moved in with her Grandma 
Gracie because she had no other 
place to go. She later lived with 
other relatives in the Missis-
sippi Delta.

Giles moved into her own 
apartment when she was 19. 
She bought her first house when 
she was 27.

She enrolled at a commu-
nity college shortly after high 
school. She went to work on 
her undergraduate degree at 
Delta State University when 
she was 23. Still a single mom, 
Giles pursued master’s degrees 
in social science education and 
educational leadership at DSU 
while working to take care of 
her family.

“It was difficult. I was try-
ing to make sure I was able to 
provide for my children and 

yet  give them the 
emotional support 
and parental sup-
port they needed 
to thrive and be 
the best they can 
be,” said Giles.

Giles taught 
three years at 
West Bolivar 
Middle School 
in Rosedale and 
was a principal 
at Amanda Elzy 
Elementary in 
Greenwood. She 
served as princi-
pal at McEvans 
Elementary in 
Shaw while earn-
ing her doctorate.

“I was traveling the highway 
three nights a week. I wonder 
how in the world did I do that, 
but I realize it was by the grace 
of God,” she said.

Giles is currently assistant 
principal at the KIPP Delta El-
ementary Literacy Academy. 
She uses her life to teach youth 
about the value of perseverance.

“I’ll ask them, “When you 
look at Ms. Giles, you think I 
grew up with a silver spoon in 
my mouth, right?’ When I tell 
them all I had to go through, 
their mouths drop,” she said.

Giles has been 
an inspiration to 
her colleagues, as 
well. Arthur Hol-
mes, a former as-
sistant principal 
at West Bolivar 
who supervised 
Giles, described 
her as “a lady with an attitude 
who is willing to take a calcu-
lated risk to improve the quality 
of life for her and her family.”

Giles has begun a higher 
education legacy in her clan, 
becoming the first to earn an 
advanced degree. Her son, 

Jermal, attends Alcorn State 
University. Her daughter, 
LaKourtney, graduated from 
Northwest Community Col-
lege in cosmetology. She also 
has a 3-year-old daugher, Ada-
ya. Her brother, Mario, man-
ages a hospice.

Stevenson U. Prescott, J.D., 
a family friend, said “Giles 
earned every kudo, honor and 
accolade that has been be-
stowed upon her. Her personal 
drive continues to inspire me. 
She does not know the defini-
tion of the word ‘quit.’”

Tougaloo College an-
nounces a program that 
makes it easy for students 
to take high-quality, non-
credit online courses no mat-
ter where they are located. 
Through a partnership with 
ed2go, Tougaloo College 
offers many courses on just 
about every topic.

Students, through well-
crafted lessons, expert online 
instruction, and interaction 
with fellow students, gain 
valuable knowledge at their 
convenience. Students can 

study at their own pace com-
bined with enough structure 
and support to complete the 
course. The courses can be 
accessed 24/7 from anywhere 
with an Internet connection.

New sessions of each six-
week online course start 
monthly, with two lessons 
released weekly (for a total 
of 12). Each course includes 
comprehensive lessons, 
quizzes, assignments, and a 
discussion area. Dedicated 
instructors facilitate every 
course; pacing learners, an-
swering questions, giving 

feedback, and facilitating 
discussions.

Popular course titles in-
clude: creating web pages, 
accounting fundamentals, 
speed spanish, grant writ-
ing, medical terminology, 
and real estate investing. 
New courses are introduced 
monthly.

For more information, 
phone Tougaloo College at 
601-977-7763 or 601-977-
6178, visit www.tougaloo.
edu or visit ed2go online at 
http://www.ed2go.com/tou-
galoo/.

Alcorn State University 
collected over 10 thousand 
books for Zumbi dos Pal-
mares University in Sao Pau-
lo, Brazil.

Alcorn adopted Zumbi dos 
Palmares University and has 
collected a variety of books 
to assist the school, Brazil’s 
only historically black uni-
versity in expanding its li-
brary.

Alcorn began collecting 
books for the school in Oc-
tober with a goal of accumu-
lating 1,000 books. Faculty, 
staff, alumni, students and 
surrounding communities 
have contributed all kind 
of resources, exceeding Al-
corn’s goal of 1,000 books.

“I’m impressed and thank-
ful that the Alcorn family has 
been so generous,” Brown 
said. “We are not a rich uni-
versity, but Alcorn demon-
strates our commitment to 
continuously invest in the 
knowledge and economic 
prosperity in our nation and 
beyond our borders, one of 
Alcorn’s founding missions.”

Brown decided to donate 
books to Zumbi after visiting 
the school earlier this year 
and seeing its library had 
very few books.

“I attribute my profession-

al success to a strong mother 
who taught me to read at an 
early age,” said Brown. “So 
many students struggle at all 
educational levels simply be-
cause they are unable to read 
at grade level or choose not 
to read at all.”

Giving a book as a gift is 
one way to encourage the 
love of reading at any age. 
Not only will the Zumbi 
community benefit from this 
book donation, but also its 
surrounding neighbors will 
likewise.

LaShundia Carson, a read-
ing specialist who oversees 
the Master in arts teaching 
program at Alcorn, stressed 
the importance of reading 
whether in school or not.

“Being a successful stu-
dent or a successful adult 

requires reading and com-
prehension,” said Carson 
who encouraged her students 
to read every day to help in-
crease their vocabulary and 
knowledge. Reading should 
be a life long goal and is vital 
no matter your age or educa-
tion level.”

Alcorn is continuing to ac-
cept donations of books and 
monetary gifts to help ship 
the books to Brazil. Alcorn 
President M. Christopher 
Brown II is asking the public 
to join the school in giving 
the gift of reading this holi-
day season.

To donate books or mon-
ey to Alcorn’s Zumbi dos 
Palmares University book 
drive, call the Alcorn State 
University Foundation at 
601.877.6296.

Miranda Freeman, assistant 
professor of English and di-
rector of the Tougaloo College 
Honors Program, has been se-
lected to teach a class in carib-
bean literature as part of the ca-
ribbean studies program at the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi in Hattiesburg.

The course will offer four 
credit hours of undergraduate 
or graduate credit and is open 
to students from across the 
country.

“We are so proud when our 
professors are in demand at 
other institutions,” said Touga-
loo College president, Dr. Bev-
erly W. Hogan. “It just serves to 
underscore how gifted they are 
in their disciplines.” Freeman 

is in the process of framing the 
course. “It is in the early stages 
of development,” she said, “but 
it will definitely have a wom-
en’s studies focus, examining 
novels like Michelle Cliff’s No 
Telephone to Heaven and Ja-

maica Kincaid’s Annie John.”
The course will offer par-

ticipants an introduction to the 
literature of the Caribbean, pri-
marily through fiction. Students 
will have a rare opportunity 
to read and discuss literature 
while living within its cultural 
context, learning about the lo-
cal political and social histories 
that inform the literature.

Students will be engaged in 
critical dialog on themes of 
race, gender and post-colonial-
ism.

For more information, in-
terested participants may visit 
http://www.usm.edu/study-
abroad/caribbean-studies-pro-
gram or to contact Dr. Free-
man, call Tougaloo College at 
601-977-7752.

The Alcorn family sends 
warmest regards to Willye 
Odessa Meeks Ratcliffe who 
turned 100 years old earlier 
this year.

Ratcliffe was born in 1913 
in Vicksburg, Miss. She gradu-
ated from Alcorn State Uni-
versity in 1937 and worked as 
a clerical assistant. Ratcliffe 
resides in Chicago, Ill. She has 
one son named James Ratcliffe 
Jr. Her husband, James Rat-
cliffe Sr., passed away several 
years ago.

Chicago has been Ratcliffe’s 

home for over 50 years. She 
is a life member of Alcorn 
State University’s Alumni Chi-
cago Chapter, where she was 
in charge of welfare for over 
40 years. She is a member of 
Mournmental Baptist Church 
in Chicago. She loves reading, 
arts and crafts.

Alcorn State University is a 
premier comprehensive land-
grant university that develops 
diverse students into glob-
ally competitive leaders, and 
applies scientific research 
through collaborative partner-
ships that benefit the surround-

ing communities, state, nation, 
and world.

A graduation story: JSU doctoral candidate 
refused to become ‘another statistic’
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Tougaloo College offers online 
personal enrichment courses 
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ATLANTA - Health offi-
cials say the flu season seems 
to be getting off to more nor-
mal start this year.

Reports of the flu have 
been increasing, particularly 
in the South. But it’s noth-
ing like last year, when flu hit 
early and very hard in early 
December.

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention said 
last year’s flu season landed 
about 381,000 people in the 
hospital - the most since at 
least 2005. A contributing 
factor: The flu vaccine was 
only 51 percent effective 
overall

CDC officials said it’s too 
early to know how bad this 
season will be or when it will 
peak. Flu is usually the worst 
in January or February.

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. - 
Residents in some parts of the 
U.S. are signing up for health 
care coverage at a signifi-
cantly greater rate than others 
through the new online insur-
ance marketplaces now oper-
ating in every state.

The discrepancy may trace 
back to the political leanings 
of their elected leaders.

Newly released federal fig-
ures show more people are 
picking private insurance 
plans or being routed to Med-
icaid programs in states with 
Democratic leaders who have 
fully embraced the federal 
health care law than in states 
where Republican elected of-
ficials have derisively rejected 
what they call “Obamacare.”

On one side of the politi-
cal divide are a dozen mostly 
Democratic leaning states, in-
cluding California, Minnesota 
and New York. They have both 
expanded Medicaid for lower-
income adults and started 
their own health insurance ex-
changes for people to shop for 
federally subsidized private 
insurance.

On the other side are two 
dozen conservative states, 
such as Texas, Florida and 
Missouri. They have both re-
jected the Medicaid expansion 
and refused any role in run-
ning an online insurance ex-
change, leaving that entirely to 
the federal government.

The new federal figures, 
providing a state-by-state 
breakdown of enrollment in 
the new health care program 
through November, showed 
that the political differences 
among leaders over the ini-

tiative are turning into differ-
ences in participation among 
the uninsured.

Even though many conser-
vative states have higher lev-
els of poverty and more people 
without health coverage, fewer 
of them may receive new insur-
ance, said Dylan Roby, an as-
sistant public health professor 
at the Center for Health Policy 
Research at the University of 
California, Los Angeles.

With the patchwork imple-
mentation of the federal health 
care law, “the gap will exacer-
bate,” Roby said

The U.S. Health and Human 
Services Department reported 
this week that 364,682 people 
had signed up for private cov-
erage through the new health 
insurance marketplaces as 
of Nov. 30 and an additional 
803,077 had been determined 
eligible for Medicaid.

But the rate of residents 
gaining health coverage was 
more than three times as great 
in the states embracing the 
federal health care law than in 
those whose leaders have re-
sisted it.

In the dozen states embrac-
ing the overhaul, more than 50 
percent of those who applied 
for coverage picked an insur-
ance plan or were eligible for 
Medicaid. That rate was barely 
15 percent in the two dozen 
states that aren’t cooperating 
in the implementation of the 
federal health care law.

“It’s very frustrating,” said 
U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, a 
Missouri Democrat who voted 
for the federal law only to see 
it twice rebuffed in a statewide 
vote and repeatedly rejected 
by her home state’s Republi-
can-led state Legislature.

“The political point has 
trumped the services that Mis-
sourians need,” McCaskill 
said.

In Texas, which has the 
highest rate of uninsured resi-
dents in the U.S., the GOP-
controlled state Legislature 
opted not to create a state-run 
insurance marketplace and 
Republican Gov. Rick Perry 
also declined to expand Med-
icaid to cover more of the 
working poor. As of the end 
of November, just 14,000 Tex-
ans had signed up for insur-
ance through the federally run 
marketplace and fewer than 
17,000 of the nearly 245,000 
applicants on the exchange 
had been determined to be eli-
gible for Medicaid.

State Rep. Trey Martinez 
Fischer, a Democrat from San 
Antonio who chairs the Mexi-
can American Legislative 
Caucus, said he nonetheless 
remains optimistic about the 
meager numbers.

“To know that there are peo-
ple who, despite those odds, 
are still enrolling is encourag-
ing,” Fischer said.

In California, which also 
has a high uninsured rate, 
more than 107,000 people 
had picked an insurance plan 
through the state-run mar-
ketplace as of the end of No-
vember, and nearly 182,000 
others had been determined 
eligible for Medicaid. That 
means nearly two-thirds of 
the 448,133 individuals who 
applied through the insurance 
exchange could gain some sort 
of coverage.

Federal grants in California 
have helped finance TV and 
radio commercials, billboards, 
bus signs and town hall meet-

ings encouraging people to 
participate in the new health 
insurance marketplace.

That sort of promotion has 
been lacking in many of the 
states that have refused to run 
their own insurance market-
places.

In Missouri, where a law 
forbids the government from 
implementing an insurance 
exchange, a coalition support-
ing the marketplace delayed 
its promotional campaign be-
cause of the technical troubles 
that marred the launch of the 
federal website.

“We didn’t want to drive 
people to a frustrating experi-
ence,” said Thomas McAu-
liffe, a policy analyst at the 
nonprofit Missouri Foundation 
for Health.

Now, advocates for the fed-
eral law face a steep challenge 
to implore people to sign up by 
Dec. 23, which is the deadline 
to be covered by health insur-
ance policies that take effect in 
January.

“When we look at enroll-
ment numbers, we’re obvi-
ously going to lag behind, 
because in many parts of the 
state there’s still a sense that 
Obamacare is not going to 
help me - even by the people 
it’s going to help the most,” 
McAuliffe said.

Heather McCabe, an assis-
tant professor of social work 
at Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis, said 
the low enrollment numbers 
in many states raise ques-
tions about whether people are 
turned off by the problematic 
website, don’t know they’re 
eligible to use the exchange or 
have found the policies unaf-
fordable.

WASHINGTON - The FBI 
said it has helped to disrupt or 
prevent nearly 150 shootings 
and violent attacks this year, 
in part by steering potential 
gunmen toward mental health 
professionals. It’s an achieve-
ment that stands out during a 
year when President Barack 
Obama made curbing gun vi-
olence a priority, yet has had 
little success in getting new 
restrictions enacted.

There have been hundreds 
of these disruptions since 
2011, Attorney General Eric 
Holder recently told an audi-
ence of police chiefs, touting 
the behind-the-scenes work 
of a small FBI unit based 
out of Quantico, Va. In most 
cases, the FBI has helped po-
tential offenders get access to 
mental health care.

Preventing mass shootings 
through threat assessments 
and treatment is an unusual 
tactic for an agency known 
for its crime fighting and not 
for interventions. One year af-
ter the deadly mass shooting 
at a Connecticut elementary 
school, the White House’s 
biggest efforts to curb gun vi-
olence - attempts to reinstate 
the assault weapons ban and 
expand background checks 
for all gun purchases - failed 
without congressional sup-
port.

Mass shootings like the 
rampages in Newtown, 
Conn., the Washington, D.C., 
Navy Yard and the Aurora, 
Colo., movie theater do not 

represent the majority of gun 
violence. Yet when they do 
occur, the impact is high. And 
many times there’s the ques-
tion of whether the shooter 
had adequate mental health 
treatment to prevent it from 
happening. Yet, in the nation-
al discourse about reducing 
gun violence, mental health 
treatment has received much 
less attention than banning 
assault weapons.

The FBI’s Behavioral Anal-
ysis Unit, for years, has been 
working with state and local 
authorities to profile poten-
tial offenders with the goal of 
preventing violent crimes like 
mass shootings. The “pre-
vented” shootings and violent 
attacks from January through 
November of this year repre-
sent 148 cases that a division 
of that unit, the Behavioral 
Threat Assessment Center, 
has conferred on during 2013. 
And that number is up 33 per-
cent from 2012, Andre Sim-
mons, unit chief of the center, 
said in an interview with The 
Associated Press.

In the past year, this unit 
has received about three new 
cases a week referred by fed-
eral, state, local and campus 
law enforcement, schools, 
businesses and houses of 
worship, Simmons said.

The Behavioral Threat 
Assessment Center gets in-
volved when someone noti-
fies law enforcement, for ex-
ample, about some troubling 
behavior, and law enforce-
ment reaches out to the center 
to help assess the situation.

“The people around that 
subject often become fear-
ful that that outcome is cata-
strophic act of violence, such 
as an active shooting or some 
type of mass attack,” Sim-
mons said.

The center is staffed by 
agents and analysts of the 
FBI, the U.S. Capitol Po-
lice, the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Firearms, Tobacco and Ex-
plosives and a psychiatrist. 
It helps the local officials as-
sess the threat the person of 
concern poses. And then the 
center recommends how to 
proceed. Depending how far 
along the person is on the 
“pathway to violence,” Sim-
mons said, the center makes 
recommendations based on 
the specific case. The recom-
mendations could be arrest, if 
the person is involved in il-
legal activity, but most often, 
it’s getting that person access 
to mental health care, he said.

As an example, Simmons 
referred to a case his unit con-
sulted on a few years back. 
There was a man at a uni-
versity who began to display 
bizarre behaviors coupled 
with an increasing interest 
in firearms, Simmons said. 
This man created a make-
shift shooting range in the 
basement of his home where 
he lived with roommates, 
and he used pictures of the 
roommates as bull’s-eyes for 
target practice. He also was 
involved in animal abuse, 
Simmons said, and he was 
making statements that were 
troubling. Collecting firearms 

and target practice are not il-
legal activities, but the room-
mates feared for their safety. 
So they alerted university au-
thorities, Simmons said.

The university reached out 
to the FBI behavioral ana-
lysts and worked with them 
to develop a strategy. Work-
ing with mental health of-
ficials and campus police, a 
“caretaking” interview was 
arranged with the man, Sim-
mons said. And that meeting 
resulted in a voluntary admis-
sion to a psychiatric facility.

“Once in that facility, he 
was deemed to be of such 
compromised state, that it 
turned into an involuntary 
evaluation,” Simmons said. 
“And the attending physi-
cian noted as well that it was 
not really a question of if he 
would attack, but when, given 
the statements that he made 
and the thoughts he was dis-
closing.”

The FBI would not provide 
specific details of this case 
or others they’ve consulted 
on because many are ongoing 
and involve people who have 
not been charged with crimes.

The Behavioral Threat As-
sessment Center operates 
with the knowledge that mass 
shootings like Newtown are 
uncommon, and that’s impor-
tant, said Ronald Schouten, a 
psychiatrist at Massachusetts 
General Hospital and expert 
on threat assessments.

“These occur very rare-
ly, and there’s no profile,” 
Schouten said of those who 
carry out the shootings.

The center was launched in 
the fall of 2010. The unit’s 
existence is not yet common 
knowledge around the coun-
try. But awareness is grow-
ing, as the FBI has recently 
been sponsoring two-day 
conferences about the threat 
of active shooters, Simmons 
said.

Having a mental illness 
does not mean that a person is 
predisposed to violent behav-
ior, Simmons said. So a per-
son’s history and surround-
ings are an important part of 
assessing the threat.

“And we recognize that for 
many individuals, the cop-
ing strategies may be over-
whelmed and they may lose 
the ability to see an alterna-
tive to violence,” he said.

One year ago, a 20-year-
old gunman, Adam Lanza, 
shot his way into Sandy Hook 
Elementary School and mas-
sacred 20 children and six 
women with a semi-automatic 
rifle. He also killed his moth-

er in their Newtown home be-
fore driving to the school. He 
committed suicide as police 
arrived at the scene, and au-
thorities still do not know his 
motive. Since the shooting, 
Lanza has been described as 
“troubled.” Investigators said 
his fascination with violence 
was apparent to teachers and 
other acquaintances.

After that tragedy, Presi-
dent  Obama spoke to the na-
tion about reducing gun vio-
lence.

“We’re going to need to 
work on making access to 
mental health care at least as 
easy as access to a gun,” he 
said five days after the deadly 
shooting.

The Behavioral Threat As-
sessment Center has not been 
promoted by the White House 
as one of its major efforts to 
reduce gun violence. Instead, 
it’s continued the behind-the-
scenes work it’s been doing 
for the past three years. And 
referrals keep coming in.

HEALTH

FBI disrupts shootings 
through interventions
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CDC: Flu season starting 
a little more normallyFederal data show health 

disparities among states

FILE - In this Oct. 21, 2013 file photo, Attorney General Eric Holder listens to 
a speech after of his remarks during the Annual International Association 
of Chiefs of Police Conference, at the Pennsylvania Convention Center in 
Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)

By David A. Lieb
Associated Press

By Mike Stobbe 
AP Medical Writer

   Oral cavity cancer involves the 
structures of the mouth such as the 
tongue, buccal mucosa, and the palate. 
these cancers frequently presents as 
ulcers that do not heal properly.  they 
sometime present with dental symptoms 
such as ill-fitting dentures that previously 
fitted well.  leukoplakia is a change 
seen inside the mouth of patients that 
can later develop oral cavity carcinoma.  
this lesion is an abnormal white plaque 
or patch of tissue in the mouth that is a 
precancerous lesion that occasionally 
develops into squamous cell carcinoma.  
i think that it is important for the patient 
to learn this information, because many 
physicians have problems identifying 
this cancer.  A survey of physicians 
revealed that most physicians felt that it 
was important to do a good examination 
of the oral cavity, but less than one fifth 
stated that they routinely did so.  early 
cancers have a very good prognosis.  
therefore, early detection is very 

important and patients at risk should 
be proactive and examine themselves 
regularly.

   if leukoplakia (white patch or plaque), 
non-healing ulcers, or other dental issues 
are noted, you should see your physician 
for evaluation. the most import risk 
factors for this type of cancers is tobacco 
and alcohol use. people frequently do 
not think as much about smokeless 
tobacco. however, this is a major risk 
factor for oral cavity cancers, and the use 
of alcohol is multiplicative, and increases 
with amount. changing life style habits 
is the most important thing that can be 
done to prevent this disease.  We offer 
state-of-the-art diagnostic and treatment 
modalities at the mississippi cAncer 
institUte. We are right here where you 
need us at 1501 Aston Avenue, mccomb, 
ms.  if you need consultation, please call 
us at 601-249-5510. “Going Further, so 
You Don’t have to.”

Oral cavity carcinoma

By Eileen Sullivan 
Associated Press

“If the answer is that people 
still don’t understand what the 
exchange is and how to use it, 
then the answer is we need to do 
education and help people bet-
ter access the system,” she said. 
“But if the answer is that the 

premiums are too high, then we 
have an issue that’s a little more 
difficult to deal with.”

Associated Press writers Will 
Weissert in Austin, Texas, and 
Rick Callahan in Indianapolis 
contributed to this report.
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As chairman of 
Freedom, inc. in 
Youngstown, Ohio, 
a community-
based, pan African-
ist organization, i 
was privileged to 

be among a small group of activists/
organizers who launched the mo-
bilization to hold the first African 
Liberation Day (ALD) in the U.S. 
in 1972. 

The focus of ALD was to mobi-
lize political and material support for 
the liberation movements fighting to 
achieve independence in the last re-
maining European colonial regimes 
in Africa - Cape Verde and Guinea-
Bissau, Angola, Southwest Africa 
(namibia), Rhodesia/Southern Rho-
desia (Zimbabwe), Mozambique 
and of course South Africa.

Of all these brutal regimes, the 
vicious apartheid regime in South 
Africa seemed to be the most im-
pregnable. An entrenched and de-
termined white minority ruthlessly 
controlled more than 85 percent of 
the land and resources and com-
pelled the vast black majority to live 
as sub-humans in wretched condi-
tions under a system of rigid separa-
tion of the races.

Time and time again, the white 
supremacist regime demonstrated 
its willingness to use the state con-
trolled mechanisms of force/vio-
lence to crush protests, rallies and 
demonstrations as evidenced by the 
Sharpsville massacre in 1960, mer-
ciless suppression of the Soweto 
uprising in 1976 and countless overt 
efforts by the black majority and its 
allies to shatter the shackles of apart-
heid.

But the thirst for freedom and will 
to resist oppression could not be ex-
tinguished in large measure because 
of the man who came to encapsulate 
and symbolize the aspirations of the 
people, Madiba, nelson Mandela.

Mandela was the “tallest tree” in 
a forest that included many move-
ments and stellar leaders, e.g., the 
pan African Congress, Black Con-

sciousness Movement, Mass Demo-
cratic Movement, Steve Biko, Bish-
op Desmond Tutu, Allan Boesak, 
Cyril Ramaphosa, Albertina and 
Walter Sisulu and Oliver Tambo to 
mention a few.

This is an important note because 
there is a tendency to cast successful 
movements as the result of the acts 
of a solitary heroic figure. However, 
Mandela emerged as the face of 
struggle in South Africa and abroad 
because of his vision, courage and 
commitment as a leader and his will-
ingness, if necessary to die for the 
cause - an expression of courage and 
commitment which he unapologeti-
cally stated at his trial before being 
sentenced to prison.

His willingness to face death and 
suffer a long imprisonment while 
never surrendering or giving up on 
the dream of a multiracial, demo-
cratic South Africa is the stuff that 
made him the symbol and face of 
the movement, an icon and legend 
even before the apartheid regime 
was forced to release him.

“Free Mandela” became the battle 
cry of the freedom struggle in South 
Africa and the world. This was cer-
tainly the case in the U.S., most no-
tably among the forces within the 
black liberation movement.

An incredible movement was ex-
ploding across the country. Over the 
objection of the U.S. government 
students organized campaigns to de-
mand that colleges/universities di-
vest or withdraw investments from 
South Africa. City councils around 
the nation followed suit.

There was an aggressive effort 
to use economic sanctions/boycotts 
to force U.S. corporations doing 
business in South Africa to divest 
as well. South African lobster tails, 
Budweiser beer and Coca Cola 
Company come to mind as some of 
the targets. indeed “Coke Sweetens 
Apartheid” was one of the more 
popular slogans of the time.

The Congressional Black Cau-
cus mounted a vigorous campaign 
to impose economic sanctions on 
South Africa to break the back of 
apartheid. With the mass movement 

intensifying, Congress overrode the 
veto of president Ronald Reagan to 
impose sanctions and finally place 
the U.S. government on the right 
side of the heroic freedom struggle 
in South Africa.

in the face of fierce and unrelent-
ing resistance inside the country and 
internationally, after 27 years, Feb-
ruary 11, 1990, the illicit regime in 
South Africa was compelled to free 
Madiba, nelson Mandela, the cou-
rageous leader and symbol of the 
movement for freedom, democracy 
and economic elevation of the mass-
es of South Africans.

At last the slogan/chant “Free 
Mandela” had been realized and 
with it the hopes and dreams of a 
long suffering people seemed closer 
to fruition. now Mandela and the 
AnC were faced with the daunting 
task of transforming a resistance 
movement into a governing party 
and to navigate a risky path of ne-
gotiating an agreement with the 
national party that represented the 
white minority.

Finally, Mandela persuaded the 
AnC to abandon the goal of nation-
alizing the major means of produc-
tion, thereby assuring that the same 
individuals, families and companies 
that dominated the economy during 
the era of apartheid would be safely 
in control in the new South Africa.

This did not mean that AnC 
abandoned its pledge to improve the 
quality of life for the black majority, 
but the negotiated settlement meant 
that these promises would largely 
have to be met through policies 
enacted by the government to the 
means of production and control of 
the economy.

now that our beloved Madiba, 
this giant of a man who inspired 
generations to engage the struggle 
for a free, non-racial, democratic 
South Africa has joined the ances-
tors, it marks the passing of an era.

Ron Daniels is president of the 
institute of the Black World 21st 
Century and Distinguished Lecturer 
at York College City University of 
new York. He can be reached via 
email at info@ibw21.org

V a n t a g e  P o i n t …

Mandela and the unfinished 
‘Freedom Struggle’
By Ron Daniels
NNPA Columnist

By Chuck Siler, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

the ‘obama - Castro hand-
shake,’ what does it mean?

in the tradi-
tion of the ‘Black 
Church in Ameri-
ca,’ the right hand 
of fellowship 
handshake is ex-
tended as a sign of 

welcome into the church commu-
nity. Usually, a handshake between 
two world leaders at a memorial 
service is not seen as something 
controversial or unprecedented.

But on December 10, however, 
at the beginning of the memorial 
service for nelson “Madiba” Man-
dela in the heart of Soweto, South 
Africa, the handshake between 
president Barack Obama and pres-
ident Raul Castro Ruz of Cuba was 
viewed differently.

it was not so much an affront to 
any religious protocol but viewed 
by many as being controversial and 
consequential depending on politi-
cal, ideological, cultural and histor-
ical perceptions or perspectives.

i have always maintained that if 
not reported anywhere else, it is im-
portant for the national newspaper 
publishers Association (nnpA), 
Black press USA, to share with 
its millions of readers an analysis 
that goes beyond the hype of the 
mainstream media in America on 
issues that are vital to the strategic 
economic, political and cultural 
interests of the African American 
community as well as the interests 
of freedom-loving people through-
out the world. 

it is, therefore, important to look 
deeper into the significance of the 
Obama-Castro handshake for both 
historical and contemporary clarity. 

The first issue should be the re-
spectful acknowledgement of the 
tide-turning role that Cuba played 
in the global anti-apartheid strug-
gle.  in the 1980’s the frontline Af-
rican nations that bordered South 
Africa were periodically being mil-
itarily violated with the brutal vio-
lence and repression that became 
routine of the apartheid regime.

South African military attacks 

had escalated directly on the Af-
rican national Congress (AnC) 
inside South Africa and in Angola, 
South West Africa and in other ar-
eas of southern Africa.

in fact, South Africa invaded 
South West Africa (now namibia) 
and the Republic of Angola. presi-
dent Fidel Castro Ruz urgently dis-
patched more than 300,000 Cuban 
soldiers to Angola over several 
years to help stop and to eventually 
defeat the South Africa military on 
the ground in Angola in 1988.

By contrast, keep in mind that 
president Ronald Reagan from 
1981 to 1989 tacitly supported 
apartheid South Africa and tried 
unsuccessfully to have a “construc-
tive engagement” with apartheid 
under the guise of preventing com-
munism in southern Africa.

i traveled to Angola in 1988 on 
more than one occasion to witness 
firsthand how Cuba was helping 
the MLpA (popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola) in Ango-
la and the AnC as well as SWApO 
(South West Africa peoples Orga-
nization). i visited the battleground 
area in the aftermath of the Battle 
of Cuito Cuanavale that took place 
during a six-month period from the 
end of 1987 to the spring of 1988. 
That battle was the largest single 
armed conventional warfare on Af-
rican soil since World War 11.

i went down into the foxholes 
with Cubans, Angolans, namib-
ians and native South Africans, 
all fighting together heroically to 
liberate southern Africa from op-
pression, colonialism and imperial-
ism. One of the key commanders 
of all the Cuban troops in southern 
Africa was Raul Castro Ruz, then-
president Fidel Castro’s younger 
brother.

Thus, for millions of Africans 
all over South Africa, Angola, na-
mibia and across the continent of 
Africa and throughout the African 
Diaspora, including America, the 
sight of president Barack Obama 
shaking the hand of president Raul 
Castro Ruz was filled with a sense 
of historical gratitude to thank 

Cuba for helping Africa and to note 
how far the struggle for African 
liberation, self-determination and 
empowerment has advanced dur-
ing the past 60 years.

But this does not mean that 
the struggle for freedom and eco-
nomic prosperity is over in Africa.  
The memorial service for Madiba 
and the state funeral later are very 
important milestones that we all 
should mark with a sense of re-
dedication to continue the struggle 
for African liberation and progress 
as a lasting tribute to the legacy of 
nelson Mandela.

Hopefully, the Obama-Castro 
handshake will also prompt the 
Obama administration to take more 
steps to improve relations between 
the United States and Cuba. We 
are aware that there are currently 
efforts to support more cultural 
exchanges between the U.S and 
Cuba today as well as to increase 
economic development interests in 
anticipation of the eventual lifting 
of the sanctions against Cuba.

South Africa president Jacob 
Zuma had a private meeting with 
president Raul Castro after the 
Obama-Castro handshake. presi-
dent Zuma affirmed, “it is very 
important to us that president Cas-
tro came in person. paying tribute 
to Madiba would not have been 
complete without the participation 
of Cuba.”

Likewise, it was important for 
president Obama to be charac-
teristically bold and respectful by 
reaching his hand to grasp the hand 
of president Castro. it was the right 
gesture to do for the sake of history.  

Lastly, out of respect to nelson 
Mandela’s legacy, we all should 
take further actions that will ex-
hibit the hope that a better day is 
coming for the people of the U.S., 
Cuba, Africa and the world com-
munity.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is presi-
dent of Education Online Services 
Corporation and the Hip-Hop 
Summit Action Network and can 
be reached at http://drbenjamin-
fchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc

By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 
NNPA Columnist

RnC twitters - 
‘mistakes’ or ‘revelations’

The Republi-
can party’s in-
ability to prevent 
some of its elect-
ed officials and 
party operatives 
alike from mak-

ing racist and sexist remarks 
and tone down others’ penchant 
for cringe-worthy gaffes neces-
sitates a slight revising of that 
old saying: it’s always like déjà 
vu - all over again.

it has been the Republican 
national Committee’s (RnC) 
sole turn in the spotlight of re-
cent Twitters throughout De-
cember.

December 1, the RnC sought 
via a tweet to mark the anniver-
sary of the 1955 arrest of Rosa 
parks, the legendary incident 
that provoked the famous Mont-
gomery (Ala.) Bus Boycott and 
the start of the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s and 
1960s: “Today we remember 
Rosa parks’ bold stand and her 
role in ending racism,” it said.

The blogosphere and Twit-
terverse immediately exploded 
with derisive reminders that 
racism and racial segregation 
continued long after the victory 
of the bus boycott movement in 
overturning segregation on the 
Montgomery buses.

not until the next day did the 
RnC issue a corrective tweet - 

implicitly acknowledging that it 
is “worthwhile getting the facts 
and consequences of history 
exactly right”: “The previous 
tweet should have read ‘Today 
we remember Rosa parks’ bold 
stand and her role in fighting to 
end racism.’”

Unfortunately, GOp Rep. 
Duncan Hunter, of California, 
soon added to the GOp’s repu-
tation for offensiveness when, 
in a December 2 interview on 
CSpAn, he declared that lying 
“is part of Middle Eastern cul-
ture.” 

Hunter added for good mea-
sure that, “in the Middle East-
ern culture, it is looked upon 
with very high regard to get the 
best deal possible, no matter 
what it takes, and that includes 
lying.”

Later, Hunter’s spokesman 
made a weak stab at damage 
control, claiming he was only 
referring to the leaders of Mid-
dle Eastern countries, not their 
entire populations.

Has there been a week in the 
last five years - since Barack 
Obama took the oath of office as 
the 44th president of the United 
States - in which some Republi-
can politico in a low or high po-
sition has not been exposed as 
the author of a racist, sexist and/
or homophobic e-mail, video, 
tweet, or remark?

perhaps there is some kind 
of mechanism virtually im-

planted in the minds of Re-
publicans these days that goes 
‘ringgggggg - your turn!’ com-
pelling someone somewhere in 
its elective-office or operational 
structure to make particularly 
outlandish remarks or claims 
that underscore a breadth of 
backward attitudes in the party.

if it’s not a Todd Akin, the 
failed Missouri 2012 Senate 
candidate, revealing his crack-
pot “legitimate rape” notions of 
female physiology, it’s Michelle 
Bachmann and Rick Santorum 
rushing during the GOp presi-
dential primary skirmishing to 
pledge allegiance to the “mar-
riage vow” declaration of the 
right-wing FAMiLY Leader or-
ganization. 

in doing so, they overlooked 
its despicable assertion that 
black children born into slavery 
before the Civil War and their 
parents were better off than 
those black children born out-
side of marriage today.

if it’s not Kentucky Sena-
tor Rand paul earlier this year 
wrongly lecturing students at 
predominantly black Howard 
University on some elementary 
facts of black American his-
tory, it’s iowa Rep. Steve King 
weirdly asserting last July that 
many undocumented immi-
grants who came to the U.S. as 
children actually had been fer-
rying drugs.

King added this was produc-

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist

ing in them “calves the size of 
cantaloupes because they’ve been 
hauling 75 pounds of marijuana 
across the desert.”

There are many, many more 
examples one could cite, ranging 
from the picayune to the deeply 
disgusting. These “gaffes” and 
“mistakes” GOp officials keep 
making are not gaffes or mistakes. 
They are at this stage of its exis-
tence markers of what the GOp is: 
the party where bigotry thrives.

indeed, earlier this year the 
Republican national Committee 
itself was victimized by that sick-

ness. it moved quickly after the 
november 2012 “shellacking” the 
Obama campaign machine had 
given the Republican Romney-
Ryan ticket to develop a “Growth 
and Opportunity” agenda that it 
said would enable the party to win 
back the White House in 2016. 

Making concerted efforts to ap-
peal to voters of color and other 
key groups of the winning Demo-
cratic coalition was high on the 
report’s list of recommendations.

The response of the Republi-
can party leadership? it looks like 
they have looked the other way 

as conservative think-tankers and 
the GOp-allied punditocracy sug-
gesting the GOp could win the 
White House in 2016 just by dou-
bling down on its appeal to white 
voters only. 

And by the time this column 
will be read, i am certain there’ll 
be one, or two, or three or more 
similar Republican party “mis-
takes” and “gaffes” to add to the 
list.

Lee A. Daniels is a journalist 
based in New York City. His latest 
book is Last Chance: The Politi-
cal Threat to Black America.



We are less 
than a week 
away from one 
of the most sa-
cred days of the 
year, the day 
that we cele-

brate the birth of Christ.
I’ve always known that my 

message this pre-Christmas 
week would be about the 
greatest day on earth but I 
remained unsure of what I 
would write until I began 
reflecting on God’s word 
and that is exactly what I 
have chosen to share - God’s 
word.

You, our readers, know 
each of these verses well and 
can probably recite them ef-
fortlessly but I still felt com-
pelled to share the arrival of 
our Lord and Savior as writ-
ten in the Bible.

Please enjoy.
Isaiah 9:6-7: For to us a 

child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Ev-
erlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there 
will be no end. He will reign 
on David’s throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice 
and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal 
of the LORD Almighty will 
accomplish this.

Matthew 1:18-24: This is 
how the birth of Jesus Christ 
came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to 
Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to 
be with child through the 
Holy Spirit. Because Joseph 
her husband was a righteous 
man and did not want to ex-
pose her to public disgrace, 
he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. But after he had 
considered this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son 
of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their 
sins.” All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “The 
virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel” 
- which means, “God with 
us.” When Joseph woke up, 
he did what the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his 
wife.

Luke 2: 1-7: And it came 
to pass in those days that a 
decree went out from Cae-
sar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 
This census first took place 
while Quirinius was gov-
erning Syria. So all went 
to be registered, everyone 
to his own city. Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out 
of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his be-
trothed wife, who was with 
child. So it was, that while 
they were there, the days 
were completed for her to be 
delivered. 7. And she brought 
forth her firstborn Son, and 
wrapped Him in swaddling 
cloths, and laid Him in a 
manger, because there was 

no room for them in the inn.
Matthew 2:1-12: After Je-

sus was born in Bethlehem 
in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who 
has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star in the 
east and have come to wor-
ship him.” When King Herod 
heard this he was disturbed, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 
When he had called together 
all the people’s chief priests 
and teachers of the law, he 
asked them where the Christ 
was to be born. “In Bethle-
hem in Judea,” they replied, 
“for this is what the prophet 
has written: “‘But you, Beth-
lehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for out 
of you will come a ruler who 
will be the shepherd of my 
people Israel.’ “Then Herod 
called the Magi secretly 
and found out from them 
the exact time the star had 
appeared. He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
make a careful search for the 
child. As soon as you find 
him, report to me, so that 
I too may go and worship 
him.” After they had heard 
the king, they went on their 
way, and the star they had 
seen in the east went ahead 
of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child 
was. When they saw the star, 
they were overjoyed. On 
coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts 
of gold and of incense and 
of myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another 
route.

Can you imagine where 
each of us would be if the 
Magi had returned to King 
Herod? I dare not because I 
know that even as the Magi 
were receiving their orders 
to report the whereabouts of 
the newborn King, God was 
in control and it is because of 
His love for us, a marvelous 
gift was given to the world.

As you celebrate during 
this holiday season please 
remember that Christ is the 
reason for this celebration. 
God has done wondrous 
things for each of us. Be-
cause of His son’s humble 
beginnings, we are free and 
are promised life eternal. It 
is our job to tell others about 
Him. Please share your joys 
of the good times; please 
share your love of the Lord 
and whenever the opportuni-
ty arises, don’t forget to say 
“Merry CHRISTMAS!

Remember the verse that I 
often share with you - Isaiah 
52:7 (NIV): “How beauti-
ful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say 
Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve 
as your personal messenger 
to share your news and the 
news of your places of wor-
ship.

Contact Daphne M. Hig-
gins at religion@missis-
sippilink.com. Fax 601-
896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Missis-
sippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Life is a vapor (Christmas Memory)
“...you are a 

mist that ap-
pears for a lit-
tle while and 
v a n i s h e s . ” 
(James 4:14, 
NIV)

Amazingly, here I am 
six years old again. Who 
would have thought peel-
ing a naval orange at mid-
night would transport me 
back in time; the smell of 
the orange as I rolled back 
the skin took me back. I 
was reminded of those cold 
Christmas mornings where 
candy canes, fruits and nuts 
were the things that became 
the coveted gifts we looked 
forward to each year! Wow, 
how simple and easy life 
was then as I reflect.

But even then, I want-
ed more. I was sure I was 
supposed to have the gifts 
and treats like I heard my 
schoolmates brag about. 
I thought something was 
wrong with me, my family, 
or worst; my God. Some-
thing had to be wrong, 
right? I mean we were 

good people. We kept to 
ourselves and tried to do 
unto others as we wanted to 
be treated. Yet, we had so 
little.

It is struggles with lack, 
remorse, and regret that 
cause many to suffer during 
the holiday season. Many 
do not admit they are lone-
ly or feel despair. There-
fore, they suffer in silence. 
We must remind them, any 
and all they are facing will 
pass. Learning to cast ev-
ery care upon our faith in 
the teachings of Christ 
leads to that place of peace, 
comfort and assurance.

Our churches do not ad-
dress depression and anxi-
ety directly. Our churches 
have many members fac-
ing or struggling with 
these matters; even pastors 
and other church leaders. 
Therefore, the church has 
a paramount responsibil-
ity to direct others to seek 
to possess the thoughts of 
love, kindness and grace. 
This foundational truth is 
solid and will provide the 
structural stability neces-
sary in this time of great 

uncertainty. 
Why are folks afraid 

to ask for help or to ad-
mit there is a need as they 
strive for peace and solace 
in a world filled with chaos 
and despair? Often, people 
expect supernatural inter-
vention with little to no 
effort on their part. They 
expect God to just show up 
and rescue them.

Matthew 6:33 clearly di-
rects us to seek God first 
and all things will be given 
unto us. When we diligently 
seek God, we want to do 
what is good and right; we 
obey God. We are in a po-
sition to receive more from 
God! The word of God in 
Hebrews 11:6 states that 
God is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him. 
Knowing we please God 
will provide a peace that 
surpasses all understanding.

With this peace comes 
a joy and appreciation 
for the” Nowness” in our 
lives, no matter how simple 
things may seem. Looking 
back over how simple life 
has been, I realized those 
times possessed the foun-

dational truths of love and 
contentment that has al-
lowed me to seek God in 
all things.

Although, we didn’t have 
big table spreads or sit down 
together meals, Christmas 
memories were and are still 
warm and sweet. Because 
as the end of the journey 
draws nearer, I am realiz-
ing one simple truth, “Life 
is a Vapor!”

Rev. Nettie Ranel has 
served as the pastor, teach-
er, mentor and servant of 
St. Paul A.M.E. Church in 
Madison since November 
2011. A native of Louisiana, 
Rev. Ranel is a graduate of 
Southern University in Ba-
ton Rouge, La.; the Univer-
sity of Louisiana/Monroe; 
and holds a christian coun-
seling certificate from the 
United Theological Semi-
nary in Alexandria, La. Rev. 
Ranel is as an elementary 
school administrator and is 
an Army veteran who has 
served as a pastor in the 
A.M.E. Church since 1994. 
For more information visit 
www.stpaulamemadison.
org or call 601.898.9610.

P a s t o R a L  P o i n t s 

R E i g n i n g  a n n o u n C E M E n t s

Holy City International Em-
powerment Ministries, 251 
Kearney Park Rd., Flora, will 
present its Christmas program 
Friday, Dec. 20, at 8 p.m.  The 
New Year’s service will be held  
Tuesday, Dec. 31. For more in-
formation call 601.879-3999. 

College Hill M. B. Church, 
1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, 
Youth Ministry will “Ring Bells” 
for the Salvation Army Sat-
urday, Dec. 21, from 10 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. at Walgreen’s in Clin-
ton. For more information call 
601.355.2670.

New Horizon Church Interna-
tional, 1750 Ellis Ave., Jack-
son, will present Carols of Love 
and Victory Saturday, Dec. 
21, from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Watch Service will begin at the 
church Tuesday, Dec. 31, at 7 
p.m. For more information call 
601.371.8282 or visit www.nhc-
ms.org/.

Christ Tabernacle Church, 
1201 Cooper Rd., Jack-
son, Youth Adult Ministry is 
sponsoring a Toy Drive now 
through Sunday, Dec. 22. For 
more information visit chris-
tabernaclechurch.org. or call 
601.373.1711.

Evangelist Temple House of 
Refuge for all Nations Church 
of God in Christ, 704 Univer-
sity Blvd., Jackson, ET Drama 
Club, Youth Department, and 
Sunshine Band will present a 
Christmas extravaganza, “Mov-
ing Forward in Jesus” Sunday, 
Dec. 22, at 7 p.m. For more in-
formation call 601.355.1021 or 
601.665.9967.

St. Paul A. M. E. Church, 816 
Madison Ave., Madison, Parker-
Smothers Women’s Mission-
ary Society is accepting canned 
goods and non-perishable items 
to help families through the 
Christmas holidays. Girl Scout 
Troop 5489 is assisting Stewpot 
Ministries through the donations 
of various toiletries. The deadline 
for donations for both drives is 
Sunday, Dec. 22. For more infor-
mation call 601.898.9610.

Zion Traveler’s M. B. Church, 
925 W. Pearl St., Jackson, will 
host its Christmas Day service 
Wednesday, Dec. 25, at 8 a.m. 
and Watch Service will be held 
Wednesday, Dec. 31, at 10:30 
p.m. For more information visit 
the church’s website at ziontrav-
elers.org or call 601.355.5545.

Greater Bethlehem Temple 
Church of Jackson will host 
“Christmas Around the World,” 
a music and fine arts Christmas 
production featuring an outdoor 
Singing Christmas Tree, Dec. 22, 
6 p.m. The evening will also fea-
ture indoor performances, includ-
ing the Ballet Magnificat Youth 
Ballet, Murrah High School Choir, 
J.B. Griffith of Father of Waters 
Pipes and Drums, Andrew Dillon 
(fiddler), Leaps of Faith Dance 
Ministry and Greater Bethlehem 
Temple Church choirs. The pub-
lic is invited to bring lawn chairs 
and blankets. The church will 
serve hot beverages. Greater 
Bethlehem Temple Church Fam-
ily Life Center is located at 1505 
Robinson Street in Jackson. For 
more information, contact Ervin 
Ricks, communications director, 
by email: ericks@gbtchurch.org 
or phone: 601-354-2599.
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By Rev. Nettie Ranel 
Special to The Mississippi Link

The True Meaning
 of Christmas
By Brian K. Walters

In today’s day and time,
It’s easy to lose sight,
Of the true meaning of Christmas
And one special night.
When we go shopping,
We say, “How much will it cost?”
Then the true meaning of Christmas,
Somehow becomes lost.
Amidst the tinsel, glitter
And ribbons of gold,
We forget about the child,
Born on a night so cold.
The children look for Santa
In his big, red sleigh
Never thinking of the child
Whose bed was made of hay.
In reality,
When we look into the night sky,
We don’t see a sleigh
But a star, burning bright and high.
A faithful reminder,
Of that night so long ago,
And of the child we call Jesus,
Whose love the world would know.

Precious Gift
By Stephanie Cherie Burger

Celebrate this Christmas 
The birth of God’s Holy Son 
Give praise and thanks 
For all that God has done 
The miracles at this time 
Are all too often hard to see 
All of our time is spent 
Buying presents for under the tree 
Don’t forget the reason 
Behind this glorious day 
Was a babe born in a manger 
On that blessed Christmas Day 
His life was laid down for us 
Christ, he gave us his all 
To suffer our sins for us 
In hopes that no one would fall 
Our sins have been forgiven 
All that’s asked is we believe 
There are no words to express 
The love he has for us 
Remember how he suffered 
Before he died on the cross 
Worship him this Christmas 
Fall on bended knee 
Lift your voices singing praises 
Let him be all you need 
Though presents and decorations 
Are a lot of fun 
Give thanks to God this Christmas 
He gave the most precious gift to us, 
The life of his only Son 

C h R i s t M a s 
P o E M s



The moment we saw the pro-
motional photo above of gospel 
artist Erica Campbell, we knew 
somebody somewhere was gonna 
have a problem with it.

And as they say, Stevie Wonder 
coulda told you that.

In any event, it seems that 
Campbell is even coming under 
attack by her fans as well. The 
pic is from a photo shoot of her 
upcoming album that’s set to be 
released March 2014.

Erica of course is one-half of 
gospel duo Mary Mary and she 
announced last year that she was 
launching a solo career. She al-
ready has a hit single called “A 
little More Jesus” which has been 
nominate for a Best Gospel Song 
Grammy.

Recently a preacher - who like 
anybody with eyes - couldn’t help 
but notice Erica’s ample curvy 
assets and just had to speak out 
about her on Facebook:

“Yes, you are a beautiful, curvy 
woman … but no ma’am you are 
singing the gospel of Jesus Christ,” 
wrote pastor Stacey Woods on the 
American Preachers site.

“We compel men to come 
through our love for Jesus, but 
when we wear things that are 
distracting, the message is some-
how lost and it becomes about us 
and not about Him,” Woods also 
wrote.

On the other hand some on so-

cial media don’t have a problem 
with it. Lisa Holloway said:

”I think people especially Chris-
tians are too uptight. It’s nothing 
wrong with being a Christian and 
portraying sex appeal.”

You think that maybe if her hair 
extensions weren’t so long, no one 
would have noticed.

Women wearing clothes that 
cause controversy with church 
folk is not a new subject. Before 
this dust up was the reaction to 
Megan Good’s dress at last sum-
mer’s BET Awards. Many felt it 

was inappropriate for the wife of 
a minister.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of December 19

1.	 Break	Every	Chain	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
2.	 Every	Praise	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
3.	 It’s	Working	 	 William	Murphy
4.	 1	On	1	 	 	 Zacardi	Cortez
5.	 The	Gift	 	 	 Donald	Lawrence
6.	 If	He	Did	It	Before…Same	God	 Tye	Tribbett	
7.	 Nothing	Without	You	 	 Jason	Nelson
8.	 Withholding	Nothing	 	 William	McDowell
9.	 Clean	This	House	 	 Isaac	Carree		(Reset)
10.	 I	Can	Only	Imagine	 	 Tamela	Mann

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS   ALBUM

During the 
holidays, it’s al-
most inevitable 
that one person, 
mistakenly or 
on purpose, 
will remind you 

of just how awful your situa-
tion (job loss, financial strain, 
weight loss/gain, relationship 
problems) is. I admit that it is 
hard for me not to reply with 
comments just as rude when 
people say something mean-
spirited. You may love God but 
at that point, you ain’t thinking 
about turning the other cheek 
like Matthew 5:39 says.

So what do you do? 1 Peter 
4:11-12 reminds us that love 
covers a multitude of sins and 
that we should strive to show 
compassion to others. It’s not 
always easy, but showing com-
passion works because rather 
than focusing on changing 
the other person (the usual re-
sponse), if you let it, it changes 
you.

It also seems like the holiday 
hustle  and bustle can bring out 
the best and worst in people.   
The day after Thanksgiving I 
was amazed at how many peo-
ple shot, stabbed or tased oth-
ers to get stuff they wanted. Yet 
there was no mention of Jesus 
in the  tv news stories that I saw.

Christmas is the only birth-
day that I can think of where 
people give themselves and 
others gifts and forget to get 
the real “birthday” honoree a 
present.

If you had a chance to give 
Jesus a gift this Christmas, 
what would it be? It is easy to 
say, “Happy Birthday, Jesus” 
but what gift are you going to 
give him this year? Are you 

going to give him the same un-
grateful attitude that asks for 
more without acknowledging 
what he’s already done?

I heard the question of what 
to give Jesus posed more than 
once recently. The answer is 
giving Jesus your life is always 
a good gift. If you’ve already 
given him that, here are a few 
other suggestions.

1. Now that you’ve made 
him savior, let him be Lord 
over your life.

2. Give him a pure heart that 
is open to his wishes and his 
will.

3. Give him honest words 
that speak the truth in love as 
we would want others to speak 
to us.

4. Give him a fervent com-
mitment to live with integrity 
regardless of the circumstanc-
es.

Unlike people that we work 
with who we don’t like that we 
get gifts for, you can’t pick up a 
last minute gift at Dollar Gen-
eral with the attitude that Jesus 
should be glad I’m getting him 
something. Also, you can’t re-
ally get him a gift card that 
allows him to purchase what 
he wants from the store of his 
choice.

Others may want the perfect 
gift…Jesus just wants the gift 
that’s willing to be perfected. 
Make the right choice this year 
and next year: completely give 
yourself to God. Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year!

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com, at www.shewan-
dariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 

Give your best

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E D

Erica Campbell’s ‘Holy 
Moly’ dress and full 
figured body causing 
gospel backlash

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Encore.org has announced 
that Dolphus Weary, of Rich-
land, Miss., is a 2013 Purpose 
Prize fellow. The Purpose prize 
is the nation’s only large-scale 
investment in social entrepre-
neurs and other creative prob-
lem solvers in the second half 
of life.

Weary was named a fellow 
because he is now channel-
ing long-term technical and 
financial assistance to 12 rural 
ministries across the Magnolia 
State with a desire to increase 
that number to 20 by the end of 
2014.

“Purpose Prize fellows are 
using their passion and expe-
rience to help solve some of 
society’s toughest problems,” 
said Marc Freedman, founder 

and CEO of Encore.org and 
author of The Big Shift. “They 
represent a growing wave of 
people in their 60s and beyond 
who are using their know-how 
to change the world, while 
shifting perceptions of what is 
possible in this stage of life.”

The Purpose Prize program is 
funded by the John Templeton 
Foundation, The Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies, and Symetra. The 
prize is awarded by Encore.
org, a nonprofit that promotes 
encore careers - work that is 
both personally meaningful 
and serves the greater good.

“What a special honor to be 
chosen by Encore.org as one of 
the 43 fellows, Weary said. As 
God uses my wife, Rosie, and 
me during this season of our 
lives, we want to help the next 

generation of Christian 
leaders in rural Missis-
sippi.”

A panel of 21 judges 
- leaders in business, 
politics, journalism 
and the nonprofit sec-
tor - chose the seven 
winners from a pool of 
more than 1,000 nomi-
nees. This year’s 43 
fellows are finalists for 
The Prize. An awards 
ceremony was held, 
Dec. 5, in San Fran-
cisco, Calif.

For more informa-
tion about The Pur-
pose Prize, visit: www.
encore.org/prize.

About Encore.org (www.
encore.org): Encore.org is a 
nonprofit organization building 

a movement to make it easier 
for millions of people to pursue 
“encore careers” - second acts 
for the greater good.

Campbell

Weary

Dolphus Weary named a 
2013 purpose prize Fellow 

Special to The Mississippi Link

eurweb.com
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Drivers: EPES Transport is hiring Company 
Drivers & Independent Contractors. For the 

following positions: Regional OTR, & Part Time 
OTR Weekends. Home Every Week. Competitive 

Pay, Excellent Benefits, $0.10 Northeast Pay, Paid 
Holidays & Vacation, Premium + Bonus. CDL-A & 

1year OTR Exp Req. 888-293-3232 
www.epestransport.com

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

nOTicE OF rEFErEnDUm TO lEVY TAXEs TO FUnD rOAD AnD sTrEET rE-
pAir, rEcOnsTrUcTiOn AnD rEsUrFAcinG prOJEcTs bAsED On TrAF-

Fic pATTErns, nEED AnD UsAGE, AnD TO pAY THE cOsTs OF WATEr, 
sEWEr AnD DrAinAGE WiTHin THE ciTY OF JAcksOn, mississippi.

Notice is hereby given to all qualified electors of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, that 
a special referendum will be held on Tuesday, January 14, 2014 for the purpose of 
submitting to the qualified electors of the City of Jackson the proposition of whether to 
impose upon all persons as a privilege for engaging or continuing in business or doing 
business within the City of Jackson, a special sales tax at the rate of not more than one 
percent (1%) of the gross proceeds of sales or gross income of the business, as the 
case may be, derived from any of the activities taxed at the rate of seven percent (7%) 
or more under the Mississippi Sales Tax Law, Section 27-65-1 et seq.

The purpose of this referendum is to fund road and street repair, reconstruction and 
resurfacing projects based on traffic patterns, need and usage, and to pay the costs 
of water, sewer and drainage projects within the City of Jackson.  The City Council’s 
purpose is in part to create more jobs and economic contracts for Jacksonians and 
Jackson businesses to the extent allowed by law.

All qualified electors of the City will be entitled to vote in said referendum and will vote at 
the usual and customary polling places used in general, special or municipal elections.  
Polling places will be open during the hours of 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 14, 2014.  

12/19/2013, 12/26/2013, 1/2/2014, 1/9/2014

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

cOnsTrUcTiOn AnD rElATED sErVicEs
in cOnnEcTiOn WiTH THE

TErminAl AnD GEnErAl AViATiOn AprOn rEpAirs AT
JAcksOn-mEDGAr WilEY EVErs inTErnATiOnAl AirpOrT

(JmAA prOJEcT nO. 007-11)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed 
bids at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), 
Main Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin Coun-
ty, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m. on January 21, 2014 (the “Bid Deadline”), 
for Construction and Related Services in connection with the Terminal 
and General Aviation Apron Repairs at JAN (the “Work”).  

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. on January 
21, 2014 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor 
of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.  

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid 
must be marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Respon-
sibility Number and with the wording:  “Terminal and General Aviation 
Apron Repair, JMAA Project No. 007-11.”  Bid proposals, amendments 
to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the 
Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever.  JMAA 
invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present at the 
Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined 
by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for 
Bidders.  The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, 
a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an 
Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder.  
Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of 
the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at 
JAN at the following address:

 Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
 Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
 100 International Drive
 Jackson, Mississippi 39208
 Telephone: (601) 664-3536
 Facsimile:   (601) 664-3538
 Attention: Woodrow Wilson, Jr.,
                 Senior Director of Capital Programming

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the 
Work) may be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per 
set.  Payment for the Bid Documents is to be in the form of a company 
or cashier’s check made payable to Aviation Group of Mississippi, LLC.  
The check should be presented at the following address:  

 Aviation Group of Mississippi, LLC
 c/o AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc.
 912 North West Street
 Jackson, MS 39201 US
 Telephone:  (601) 352-6800

Bid Documents may also be requested by mail.  Documents will not be 
distributed or mailed, however, until payment is received.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. on January 7, 2014 
in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building 
at JAN.  Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is mandatory for all those 
submitting bids for the Work.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined 
by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Bid Documents.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the 
Work by Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline and delivered to all 
bidders by facsimile, mail, electronic mail or other reliable means; to 
reject any and all bids; to waive informalities in the bidding process; and 
to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding the 
Contract.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: April 25, 2013             /s/ Dirk B. Vanderleest
Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

12/12/2013, 12/19/2013

pUblic nOTicE

rUrAl ArEAs prOGrAm (5311)
EnHAncED mObiliTY OF sEniOrs 
& inDiViDUAls WiTH DisAbiliTiEs

prOGrAm (5310) 
JOb AccEss & rEVErsE cOmmUTE (5316)

TrAnspOrTATiOn ApplicATiOns

The Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) is soliciting applica-
tions for the following Federal Transit Administration (FTA) formula grant 
transportation programs through the Public Transit Division:

Section 5311 Rural Areas Program

Eligible applicants include State and local governmental authorities, Indian 
Tribes, private non-profit organizations, and private operators of public 
transportation services under special contractual arrangements.  Although 
an applicant’s proposal may target specific client groups, services for the 
general public must be included.  Applicants are reminded that participation 
in a local coordinated planning process must also be clearly documented.  
Consequently, projects must be derived from an approved local Human 
Service Public Transportation Coordination Plan.

This program funds general public, job access and reverse commute and 
certain intercity bus transportation services in areas with less than 50,000 
population. Approximately $13,000,000 in  FTA funds are expected to be 
available for  capital, operating, planning and administration expenses 
that may  support  general public, job access and reverse commute and 
intercity transportation services. These funds will be made available based 
upon Safe Affordable Flexible Transportation Equity Act-A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA-LU) and Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (Map-
21) federal appropriations. 

A job access and reverse commute project is defined as a transporta-
tion project that may provide  planning, capital and/or operating costs of  
services designed to transport welfare recipients and eligible low-income 
individuals to and from jobs and activities related to their employment”. This 
may include projects that involve trips to and from urbanized areas or rural 
areas to suburban employment locations. 

Intercity transportation services may include rural and small urban areas.  
Eligible intercity bus activities include planning and marketing for intercity 
bus transportation, capital grants, and coordination of rural connections 
between rural transit projects and intercity carriers.

Section 5316 Job Access & Reverse Commute (JARC)

The JARC program is intended to improve access to employment and 
employment related activities for low-income individuals and to transport 
residents of urbanized areas and non-urbanized areas to suburban employ-
ment opportunities. Approximately $1,276,910 in capital and operating fund-
ing is expected to be available.  Projects must be derived from an approved 
locally-developed Human Service Public Transportation Coordination Plan.

Eligible applicants include:   Private non-profit organizations; State or local 
governmental authorities; and operators of public transportation services 
including private operators of public transportation services;

Eligible activities include capital, planning, and operating expenses related 
to:  Late-night and weekend service; Guaranteed ride home service; Shuttle 
service; Expanding fixed-route public transit routes; Demand-responsive 
van service; Ridesharing and carpooling activities; Promotion, through 
marketing efforts.
5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Pro-
gram 

This program provides funds for private non-profit organization to imple-
ment services that:
 1) serve the special needs of transit-dependent populations beyond 
traditional public transportation service, where public transportation is 
insufficient, inappropriate, or unavailable; 2) exceed the requirements of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); 3) improve access to fixed route 
service and decrease reliance on complementary paratransit; and 4) are 
alternatives to public transportation.  Capital and operating awards will be 
provided from approximately $1,500,000 in federal funds made available by 
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  These funds will be made avail-
able from SAFETEA-LU and Map-21 funding appropriations.

Eligible applicants include private non-profit organizations or public bodies 
that coordinate services for seniors and individuals with disabilities.  Appli-
cants must document that they can provide the local match required for all 
capital and operating costs.  Local match funds may be derived from state, 
local or certain other federal funds.  Projects must be included in a locally 
developed coordinated plan. 

It is the policy of the MDOT and the FTA that no persons or groups shall, 
on the grounds of race, color, creed, national origin, sex, age, or disability 
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial 
assistance.

For more information about these programs and the respective application 
process, please contact Shirley Wilson Director, Public Transit Division, 
Mississippi Department of Transportation at P. O. Box 1850, Mail Code 61-
01, Jackson, MS 39215-1850 or by telephone at (601) 359-7800, by fax at 
(601) 359-7777, or by email at swilson@mdot.ms.gov.

The Public Transit Division has scheduled a 5311, 5316 and 5310 applica-
tion workshop on January 14, 2014 for all perspective applicants at the JSU 
Mississippi E-Center located at 1230 Raymond Rd, Jackson, MS 39204. 
The workshops will begin at 9:00 a.m. and will include discussions of each 
formula grant program as well as the local coordinated planning require-
ments. 

12/19/2013

EmplOYmEnT

church Organist Vacancy
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church is seeking a Church Organist for the Music Min-
istry.  The organist is responsible for playing for all choirs and activities for the church.  
The position will work directly with the Music Director in organizing and coordinating 
the entire Music Ministry.  Candidate must be an accomplished organist with a proven 
record of working well with various age groups and styles of music.  Must be able to 
read, teach and play all types of music, including hymns, anthems, traditional and con-
temporary gospel, etc.  Candidates must be effective in working with the Music Director 
as he organizes and coordinates activities and songs for several choirs.  Salary range 
is $15,600 to $18,200, and is commensurate with experience.  Please submit your letter 
of interest and resume to the address listed below not later than December 31, 2013:
 
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Organist Selection Committee
1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS  39204

Or email:  chmbc@collegehillchurch.org.

11/28/2013, 12/5/2013, 12/12/2013, 12/19/2013, 12/26/2013

EmplOYmEnT

Jackson convention complex

SMG,  manager  of  the Jackson Convention Complex,  has issued a Request 
for Quote (RFQ) for Carpet Replacement Services.
 
For more information and instructions on how to respond, please visit http://
jacksonconventioncomplex.com/about/business/ 

12/12/2013, 12/19/2013

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution
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$1500
SIGN ON BONUS!!

SCDL-A, 2 years OTR experience. Clean Criminal, Good MVR 
and CSA score. Husband/Wife Teams Encouraged to apply.

For more information or to apply call Human Resources 
919-281-2525 • www.longistics.com

TEAM DRIVERS - We Need 10 Teams ASAP!
Expanding Business!! 

Exciting Times!! 
Operations In Raleigh, NC 

& Memphis, Tn Region
 

Good Miles  • Competitive & 
Consistent Pay • Super Benefits 
• Great equipment • Pet Friendly

800-789-8451 Apply Online:  www.longistics.com
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ARE YOU PREGNANT? A married cou-
ple seeks to adopt. Will be full-time
mom/devoted dad. Financial security.
Expenses paid. Deidre and Bill. 1-855-
969-3601.

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

HIGH-TECH CAREER with U.S. Navy.
Nuclear engineering training worth 77
college hours, POTENTIAL BONUS, finan-
cial security. High School grads ages 17-
26. Call (800) 852-7621.

DRIVER TRAINEES! GET FEE-PAID
CDL TRAINING NOW!  Learn to drive
for US Xpress. New drivers can earn
$800/wk & benefits! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED. Be trained & based locally. 1-
800-350-7364.
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
Drivers - CDL-A DRIVERS NEEDED!
Now hiring solos & teams in your area!
Small company, BIG benefits! Top pay for
Hazmat. CDL grads welcome. 888-928-
6011. www.TotalMS.com
JOIN AVERITT TODAY! Dedicated CDL-
A drivers get full benefits & steady home-
time. 855-430-8869. Apply online:
AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer.
START THE NEW YEAR WITH A NEW
CAREER! CDL Truck Driving Classes Start
Biweekly. Jobs available. Call SEC
Training Centers, 1-877-285-8621.

OWNER OPERATORS Average $3K
per week! Be out up to 14 days and
enjoy guaranteed hometime! Weekly set-
tlements. Cardinal Greatwide pays
loaded or unloaded. 100% fuel surcharge
to driver. Class-A CDL & 1 year driving
experience. Fleet Owners Welcome.
Operate under your own authority or
ours! Call Matt, 866-458-2595.
DriveForCardinal.com   
Train to be a PROFESSIONAL TRUCK
DRIVER through Prime’s Student Driver
Program. Obtain your commercial dri-
ver’s license, then get paid while training!
1-800-277-0212. driveforprime.com

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844. 

SMITH LAKE WATERFRONT priced for
immediate sale. Deep dockable 2 acre
waterfront lots with 233 ft. of waterfront.
Was $220,000 without dock NOW priced
for immediate sale at just $89,900.
Comes with brand new double slip dock
and swim pier. All amenities in place.
Close before Dec. 31st and lender will
pay closing costs*! Terms apply. Call for
more info. 1-877-452-8406.
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state or the country.  Call MS
Press Services at 601-981-3060.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

R e a l  E s t a t e

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

A d o p t i o n s E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of December 15, 2013

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

Dec15_MCAN

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 15DEcEmbEr 19 - 25, 2013

ANNUAL FACTORY
SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!

Sale Prices Good Thru December 31!

Discount
Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
Prices start at only $499 For
An American Made Safe.
• 22 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$99900

• 48 Gun Safe...$129900

• 64 Gun Safe...$199900

Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event! 
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Discount Gun Safe

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is 
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed, 
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and 
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or 
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

CALL 855-872-3451 
OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.
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Excede Internet

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE
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FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

PASS
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

PASS
Health Help MS

12/15/2013

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Health Help MS

12/15/2013

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Callaway blasts Murrah in battle of state champions

Three Tigers named to Boxtorow All-American Teams 

It was a game hyped up for 
about a week. The big rivals, 
Callaway and Murrah would 
do battle again, this time, dif-
ferent sport ... basketball. 

Both schools are defending 
state champions. Callaway 
representing 5A and Murrah 
representing 6A. Both teams 
have at least one dandy dozen 
basketball player. Murrah, Ja-
cob Ivory; Callaway, Malik 
Newman and Mario Kegler.

The game was played at 
Northwest Middle School in 
front of a standing room only 
crowd. Callaway also debuted 
their new uniforms, a lime 
green, highlighter color that 
their fans loved.

Murrah graduated many of 
the players who helped win 
the state championship last 
year, so coach Tim Speech is 
working young players into 
various roles.

Callaway came out look-
ing like a well oiled machine. 
They did not waste time jump-
ing out on Murrah, 3-pointers, 
layups, and a stifling defense 
had Callaway up to a big lead. 

At halftime, Callaway lead 
51 to 23. Malik Newman 

matched Murrah himself with 
23 points.

The second half was more 
of the same with a slight ex-
ception, coach David Sanders 
of Callaway played more of 
his role players in the second 
half. With the game already 
decided, it was no sense in 
risking injury to important 
players.

Murrah continued to work 
more of their first year and 
first time players into the 
game, giving them gametime 
experience. Callaway went on 
to win 86 to 58.

Murrah is taking its lumps 
right now, but I wouldn’t be 
surprised at all to see them 
right in the thick of things to-
wards the end of the season.

Callaway is undefeated 
right now and looking pretty 
good. Expect the Chargers 
to make another title run this 
season.

Many wondered how the 
team would be without coach 
Wayne Brent, who is now the 
head coach of Jackson State’s 
men basketball team. So far 
the Chargers are looking good.

With the 2013 football sea-
son complete Boxtorow re-
leased its All-American team 
Dec. 16. Jordan Arthur (OL) 
and Qua Cox (CB) were each 
named to the team and Javan-
cy Jones (DE) received and 
honorable mention.

Arthur was a member of 
the JSU offensive line that al-
lowed backs to rush for 2,141 
yards and 20 rushing touch-
downs and quarterbacks to 
pass for 2,431 yards and 16 
touchdowns. Cox, who has 
already been named a BSTN 
All-America second team 
member, finished the season 
with 32 tackles and six pass 
break-ups. Jones, a freshman 
from Macon, Miss., finished 
his first season as a Tiger 
with 54 tackles (5th on the 
team), 14 tackles for loss (2nd 
on team), five sacks (T-2nd 
on team) , two pass break-
ups, a fumble recovery and a 
blocked kick.

Below is the complete Box-
torow All-American team. 
JSU selections in bold font.

2013 BOXTOROW All-
American Team

OFFENSE
QB: Dray Joseph, Southern, 

Sr., New Orleans, La.
RB: Jordan Anderson, Vir-

ginia St. Grad., Houston, 
Texas

RB: Isaiah Crowell, Ala-
bama State, Jr., Columbus, 
Ga.

OL: Jordan Arthur, Jackson 
State, Sr., Monroe, La.

OL: Tristan Bellamy, South 
Carolina St., r-Sr., Johnston, 
S.C.

OL: Andrew Edourad, Bet-
hune-Cookman, Jr., Philadel-
phia, Pa.

OL: Kadeem Edwards, Ten-
nessee State, Sr., Sanford, Fla.       

OL: Alex Monroe Bethune-
Cookman, Sr., Jacksonville, 
Fla. $$

TE: A.C. Leonard, Tennes-
see State, Jr., Jacksonville, 
Fla.$

WR: DeAndre Cooper, 
Prairie View A&M, r-Sr., 
Houston, Texas

WR: Lee Doss, Southern, 
r-Sr., New Orleans, La.

DEFENSE
DL: Anthony Bass, Ten-

nessee State, Jr., Clarksville, 
Tenn.

DL: Andrew Carter, South 
Carolina St., r-Jr., Hamlet, 
N.C.

DL: Antonio Harper, Ten-
nessee State, r-Sr., Memphis, 
Tenn.

DL: Shonquez Nelson, 
Saint Augustine’s, Sr., Lake 
City, S.C.

LB: Carlos Fields, II, Win-
ston-Salem State, Sr., Hen-
derson, N.C.*$

LB: Jarkevis Fields, Bet-
hune-Cookman, r-Sr., San-
ford, Fla.*

LB: Joe Thomas South 
Carolina St., r-Sr., Blackville, 
S.C.

LB:  Nick Thrasher, Tennes-
see State, Jr., Morrow, Ga.*

DB: Nick Addison, Bet-
hune-Cookman, Jr., Tampa, 
Fla.

DB: Qua Cox, Jackson 
State, r-Sr., Tuskegee, Ala.$

DB: Darnell Evans, Shaw, 
Sr., Madison, N.J.

DB: Daniel Fitzpatrick, 
Tennessee State, Jr., Ft. 
Wayne, Ind.

SPECIALIST
PK: Anthony Prevost, 

Hampton, Fr., Chesterfield, 
Va. 

P: Bobby Wenzig, Ala-
bama State, Sr., San Diego, 
Calif. $

RS: Adrian Wilkins, North 
Carolina Central, r-Soph., 
Forest City, N.C.

*Indicates tie
$2012 BOXTOROW All-

American
$$2011 BOXTOROW All-

American
Honorable Mention
QB: Greg McGhee, Howard
RB: Tarik Cohen, N.C. 

A&T; Marquise Grizzle, 
Shaw; Arnold Walker, Alcorn 
State

OL: Edmond Davis, Ala-
bama State; Michael Sabb, 
Winston-Salem State; Isaac 
Sampson, Alcorn State; Chris-
topher Tolbert, Tuskegee

TE: Joseph Hawkins, Nor-
folk State

WR: Robert Holland, 
Chowan; Tyler McDonald, 
South Carolina State

DL: Derrick Billups, Ala-
bama State; Alex Glover, 
South Carolina State; Javancy 
Jones, Jackson State; Donnie 
Owens, Winston-Salem State, 
Robert Simpson, Mississippi 
Valley State

LB: Kourtney Berry, Ala-
bama State; LeRon Furr, Fort 
Valley State; Jer-Ryan Harris, 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff; Chaz 
Robinson, Saint Augustine’s; 
Lynden Trail , Norfolk State

DB: Justin Blake, Hampton; 
Avery Boykin, Mississippi 
Valley State; Darrin Marrow, 
Norfolk State; Dexter Moody, 
Albany State; Ademola Ola-
tunji, Howard; Thomas Wolfe 
III, Fort Valley State 

PK: Jamin Godfrey, Ten-
nessee State

P: Lawrence Forbes, Mor-
gan State

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

Jackson State Athletics Media 
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Dandy Dozen Mario Kegler

No. 1 ranked junior in the nation, Malik Newman

Head coach David Sanders is the new man patrolling the 
sidelines at Cway



Christmas in the Town of Bolton
Saturday, Dec. 14, 2013

Photos By Kevin RoBinson
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Movie Review:
“A MAdeA 
ChRistMAs”
tyleR PeRRy’s bACk in dRAg foR 
AdAPtAtion of holidAy-theMed PlAy
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Mabel “Madea” Simmons 
is the moralizing, motor-
mouthed senior citizen cre-
ated and first introduced on 
stage by the incomparable 
Tyler Perry.

The compulsive granny is a 
self-righteous vigilante who 
can’t help but intervene on 
the spot whenever she sees an 
innocent victim being bullied 
by a sadistic villain.

At the point of departure 
in A Madea Christmas, the 
eighth screen adventure in the 
popular film series, we find 
her working as Mrs. Santa 
Claus in a downtown Atlanta 
department store.

The seasonal job affords 
the politically-incorrect im-
personator an opportunity to 
shock kids and their ears-cov-
ering parents with a profusion 

of her trademark off-color 
asides and English-mangling 
malapropisms.

Soon after she’s unceremo-
niously relieved of her duties, 
Madea decides to drive with 
her niece, Eileen (Anna Maria 
Horsford), to tiny Bucktussle, 
Ala. to spend the holidays 
with the latter’s daughter, 
Lacey (Tika Sumpter), the lo-
cal schoolmarm.

What neither of them 
knows is that Lacey recently 
eloped with a likable local 
yokel, but failed to inform 
her mom about the marriage 
because Conner (Eric Lively) 
is white.

She fears her mother might 
object to the interracial liai-
son. Complicating matters 
further is the fact that coming 
along for the ride is Oliver 
(JR Lemon), Lacey’s ex-boy-
friend who’d like to rekindle 

a little romance. 
Meanwhile, Oliver has told 

his parents, Buddy (Larry the 
Cable Guy) and Kim (Kathy 
Najimy) about the nuptials, 
and they are arriving soon 
from Louisiana, so some-
thing’s gotta give. But rather 
than come clean, Lacey en-
lists her new in-laws’ help in 
hiding the truth.

Unfolding in accordance 
with the age-old “One Big 
Lie” TV sitcom formula, A 
Madea Christmas is a pleas-
ant, if predictable, modern 
parable peppered with plenty 
of humorous asides. 

Tika Sumpter and Eric 
Lively manage to generate 
just enough chemistry to be 
convincing as shy newly-
weds.

But the production is at its 
best when Madea and equal-
ly-outrageous Buddy are 

trading barbs toe-to-toe.
For instance, when he 

tries to tell “the one about 
the two rabbis and the 
black dude,” he’s cut off by 
Madea asking if he’s heard 
“the one about the stray 
bullet that kills the redneck 
for telling the story about 
the two rabbis and the 
black dude.”

Sassy sister squares-off 
against backwoods hillbilly 
for lots of harmless laughs! 

Rated: Very Good (3 
stars); PG-13 for profan-
ity, crude humor and sexual 
references

Running time: 105 min-
utes

Distributor: Lionsgate 
Films  

To see a trailer for A 
Madea Christmas, visit: 
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-SLe_EIpeWI 

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Cain killed him
2. Vice President Al __
3. Part
4. Moor
5. Genetic code
6. Musical piece
7. Elan
8. Twistedly
10. Musician (3 wds.)
14. Silvery
17. Named
18. Inaccuracy
19. Part
20. Rewrites
23. European monetary unit
24. Narrow opening
25. Perceives with eye
27. Receive

ACROSS 
1. Water (Sp.)
5. Puff
9. German city
10. Seasoner makers
11. Little Mermaid’s love
12. Peachy
13. Fatal
15. Pain unit
16. Small chapel
18. Ornamental stand
21. Free of
22. Exit
26. Rule over
28. Very slow horse
29. Eight
30. Canal
31. Relax
32. Chewy candies

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Greg Norman

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Shedding old, fatigued plans to make 
room for new approaches will be helpful
this week.

Your focus is at its zenith this week, so
your productivity may even amaze you!

Your ability to wade through all aspects
of the tasks before you and find even 
the most minor flaws may be at its peak
this week.

Use this time wisely and it will save you
much more time in the near future!

You take life very seriously right now. Its
time to lite'n up some!

You question major commitments and
decisions you have made in the recent
past, such as career choices and even
marriage.

This week is a time of self-analysis and
questioning the directions you may go 
forward in.

Making new friends could become more
important this week but may turn out to
be a key issue.

You may question important monetary
issues this week, and try hard to come to a
crystal clear solution.

People respect your opinion this week,
and seek your advice too.

Business dealings show steady progress at
this time. Keep up the good work!

At times like these, it's important to
remember those who helped you along 
the way.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
get yoUR CURRent news online At:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

Kobe Bryant: Jim Brown’s 
comments ‘came out of left field’

Don Cheadle going 
for his 2nd straight 
Golden Globe win

Two days after Pro Footb-
abll Hall of Famer Jim Brown 
said Kobe Bryant was “some-
what confused about culture” 
and criticized his treatment 
of former teammate Shaquille 
O’Neal, Bryant is firing back.

Brown said during an ap-
pearance on “The Arsenio 
Hall Show” that because Bry-
ant’s childhood from ages 6 
to 13 was spent in Italy while 
his father, Joe Bryant, played 
basketball overseas, Kobe 
“doesn’t quite fit what’s hap-
pening in America.”

Brown, a running back for 
the Cleveland Browns from 
1957 to 1965, also brought 
up Bryant’s sometimes-icy 
relationship with O’Neal, say-
ing, “He threw Shaq under the 
bus.”

Bryant, speaking after a Los 
Angeles Lakers’ practice, said 
the comments caught him off 
guard.

“It surprised me in a sense 
that it came out of left field,” 
Bryant said, according to 
ESPN.com. “I mean, I’ve nev-
er even met him, so it came out 
of left field but I do think it’s a 
great opportunity to have these 
conversations, to have this dis-
cussion.

“I think no matter where 
you come from, whether you 
come from Italy, whether you 
come from Inglewood [Ca-
lif.], whether you come from 
London, it doesn’t matter. Ul-
timately, the conversation is 
that it doesn’t matter what col-
or skin you are to begin with. 
But, I think it’s a good place 

to start to have a good conver-
sation and try to educate one 
another and try to improve as 
a society from it.”

Bryant first took to Twitter 
with his reaction, writing:

A “Global” African Ameri-
can is an inferior shade to 
“American” African Ameri-
cans?? #hmm.. that doesn’t 
sound very #Mandela or 
#DrKing sir - Kobe Bryant 
(@kobebryant) December 12, 
2013

“If it’s a major issue that 
involves a quality or a percep-
tion of racial quality, I feel 
like that’s something that’s 
a big enough message that 
needs to be addressed,” Bry-
ant said when asked about the 
tweet. “Obviously it’s a sensi-

tive topic for everybody, but I 
think the best thing to do is not 
dance around it but to go at it 
with a full head of steam and 
generate conversation about it. 
So, that’s how I try to measure 
it.”

Brown, who founded the 
Black Economic Union with 
the purpose of bolstering pros-
perity in the black commu-
nity, also said that if he were 
to put together a summit, like 
the one he organized in 1967 
with players such as Bill Rus-
sell and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
in attendance to support Mu-
hammad Ali’s stance against 
the war, Bryant would not be 
one of the athletes to receive 
an invitation.

“In the days when we had 

a summit and called the top 
black athletes together to talk 
to Muhammad Ali about his 
status with the armed forces, 
there were some athletes we 
didn’t call,” Brown said. “If 
I had to call that summit all 
over, there’d be some athletes 
I wouldn’t call. Kobe would be 
one of them.”

Bryant, 35, said he has no 
interest in hashing out the 
77-year-old Brown’s issues 
with him personally.

“No,” Bryant said. “There’s 
nothing to talk about. We have 
different perceptions and dif-
ferent views on it, clearly. So, 
the thing that I’m trying to do 
always, what I’ve been try-
ing to do, is try to educate our 
youth going forward, no mat-

Does an actor 
have to actually 
like the character 
he or she is playing 
in order to do it jus-
tice?

Don Cheadle’s 
portrayal of ethical-
ly-challenged man-
agement consultant 
Martin Kaan in 
Showtime’s “House 
of Lies” earned him 
a Golden Globe 
win earlier this 
year, and a second 
nomination.

The character and his ill be-
havior are no doubt entertain-
ing, but the man who inspired 
the character said his own 
win-at-all-cost philosophy 
was hard to bear.

“I was a consultant. I hated 
myself,” said Martin Kihn a 
former employee of Booz Al-
len Hamilton and the author 
of “House of Lies: How Man-
agement Consultants Steal 
Your Watch and Then Tell You 
the Time.”

“I think that consultants are 
a lot like actors, and the skill 
is not to solve a business prob-
lem or really to have any ex-

pertise” he told us. “The skill 
is to be able to present oneself 
as someone who could solve 
a business problem or may 
potentially have expertise. So 
we’re taught a whole vocabu-
lary that can be applied in any 
situation. I mean, we could 
literally go into any industry 
and sound like we knew what 
we were talking about just be-
cause we’re using these words 
that we were taught. So in a 
way there’s a sense of dishon-
esty. It’s not perfectly disin-
genuous or ingenuous, and 
I don’t like consultants. My 
brother’s a consultant. I don’t 
like him.”

Brown Kobe

Cheadle

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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ter what color skin you are - be 
it African-American or white or 
whatever the case may be - just 
try to talk about having a bright 
future and how to help kids go-
ing forward and progress as a so-
ciety as a whole.

“But he and I, there’s no rea-
son for us to have a conversation. 
We’re completely on opposite 
sides of the spectrum. I’m an old 
dog, but he’s a much older dog 
so he’s probably a lot more set in 
his ways than I am.”
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December 18 - 24, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$319

COOK'S  OR  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$129

FRESH  

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$199
FRESH

BAKING
HENS

PER  LB.

99¢

SUGARTREE

SPIRAL
SLICED  HAM

PER  LB.

$179

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$379

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CUBED  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$389

SAVE  ON  SELECT

WESSON
OIL
48  OZ.

$249

COOK'S  OR  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BUTT  PORK
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$149

SAVE  ON

COCA  COLA
PRODUCTS

PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$10

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$619

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

BLUE  BELL
ICE  CREAM

HALF  GAL.  ROUND

$499

SAVE  ON  RED  DIAMOND

TEA
GALLON  JUG ............................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  HALF  &  HALF

CREAM
16  OZ. .....................................

 99¢

LAND  O  LAKES  REAL

BUTTER
1  LB. ....................................... 

$299

PILSBURY  CRESCENT  &  CINNAMON 

ROLLS
8 - 13  OZ.  .................................. 

2/$4
KRAFT  SHREDDED  &  CHUNK

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

$279

KRAFT  PHILADELPHIA  CREAM

CHEESE
8  OZ. ........................................

 2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ORANGE

JUICE
64  OZ. ......................................

2/$4
DESSERT  TOPPING

COOL  WHIP
8  OZ. ..................................... 99¢

SELECT  FRESH  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
2  LB. ....................................... 

2/$5
ASSORTED  EDWARDS

FROZEN  PIES
25.5 - 38.33  OZ. ............................ 

$499

piggly wiggly

SWEET  NEW  CROP

RED  GRAPES
POUND

$199

WASHINGTON  GROWN

APPLES
GRANNY  SMITH,  RED  OR  GOLDEN,  POUND

89¢
SWEET  FLORIDA

ORANGES
4  LB.

$299

YELLOW

ONIONS
3  LB.

$149

FRESH  CALIFORNIA

CELERY
STALK

89¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


