
WA S H I N G T O N 
- President Barack 
Obama abruptly an-
nounced the U.S. is 
re-establishing long-
broken diplomatic re-
lations with Cuba on 
Wednesday, December 
17, 2014, declaring an 
end to America’s “out-
dated approach” to the 
communist island in a 
historic shift aimed at 
ending a half-century of 
Cold War enmity.

“These 50 years have 
shown that isolation has 
not worked,” Obama 
said in remarks from the 
White House. “It’s time 
for a new approach.”

As Obama spoke to Americans, 
Cuba

Continued on page 6

The Jackson International Air-
port Authority will have a new 
chief executive officer come Janu-
ary 1. The airport authority, on 
Thursday, Dec. 11, introduced and 
welcomed Carl Newman, A.A.E., 
as the person who will oversee op-
erations of Jackson-Medgar Wiley 
Evers International Airport and 
Hawkins Field.

Newman comes from the 
George Bush Intercontinental Air-
port in Houston where he has been 
general manager since 2012. He 
previously spent 32 years at the 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport, holding several positions 
including assistant aviation direc-
tor and deputy aviation director.

He is replacing Dirk Vander-
leest, who retired in September 
after 25 years with the airport au-
thority. 

“I am very pleased and excited 
to have been selected by the Jack-

son Municipal Airport Authority 
Board to lead the JMAA team. 
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers In-
ternational Airport is among the 
elite commercial service airports, 
not just in the United States, but 
the world,” Newman said. 

“The organization is in the 
midst of implementing the air-
port master plan that will serve 
the travelling public well into the 
future. I am looking forward to 
being part of this fun and exciting 
transformation.” 

Newman said a priority will be 
finding a carrier to fill the void left 
at the airport by the departure of 
Southwest Airlines earlier this 
year. 

Newman said he also is eager 
to work with the staff at Hawkins 
Field, calling it one of the nation’s 
finest general aviation airports. “I 
have a passion for general avia-
tion and look forward to working 
with the JMAA staff to continue 
the contributions of both airports 

to the community,” he said.
LaWanda Harris, chair of 

JMAA Board of Commission-
ers, introduced Newman during a 
news conference last week. “He 
brings with him a strong back-

WASHINGTON - Demonstra-
tors nationwide protesting the fatal 
shootings of unarmed black men 
killed by police chanted “I can’t 
breathe!” “Hands up, don’t shoot!” 
and waved signs that read “Black 
lives matter!” as family members 
of three victims packed a stage in 
front of the U.S. Capitol, urging 
thousands of supportive marchers 
to keep pressing for changes to the 
criminal justice system.

The march in Washington on 
Saturday - attended by family 
members for Michael Brown and 
Eric Garner, who were killed by po-
lice in recent months, and Amadou 
Diallo, who was fatally shot by po-
lice more than 15 years ago - coin-
cided with nationwide demonstra-
tions that spanned from iconic Fifth 
Avenue in New York to the streets 
of San Francisco and the steps of 
the Boston Statehouse. Most were 
peaceful protests, although about 
two dozen people were arrested in 
the Massachusetts capital for disor-
derly conduct.

“My husband was a quiet man, 
but he’s making a lot of noise right 
now,” said Washington protest 
marcher Esaw Garner, widow of 
Eric Garner, 43, who died in July 

after being put in a chokehold by 
New York City police during an ar-
rest for allegedly selling loose, un-
taxed cigarettes.

“His voice will be heard. I have 
five children in this world and we 
are fighting not just for him but for 
everybody’s future, for everybody’s 
past, for everybody’s present, and 
we need to make it strong.”

Nationally, chanting demonstra-
tors also staged “die-ins” as they 
lay down across intersections and in 
one city briefly scuffled with police 
blocking an onramp to a highway.

New York City police said two 
officers were assaulted by protest-
ers on the Brooklyn Bridge when 
they tried to arrest a man who was 
attempting to toss a garbage can 
onto police officers below. Some 
marchers then blocked traffic on 
the bridge for about an hour. Po-
lice said the officers were treated 
for bumps and bruises, including a 
broken nose. Police say there have 
been no arrests in that incident, but 
a backpack full of hammers and a 
mask was found.

Organizers had predicted 5,000 
people at the Washington march, 
but the crowd appeared to far out-
number that. They later said they 
believed as many as 25,000 had 
shown up. It was not possible to 

verify the numbers; Washington 
police do not release crowd esti-
mates.

Garner’s mother, Gwen Carr, 
called the demonstrations a “histo-
ry-making moment.”

“It’s just so overwhelming to see 
all who have come to stand with us 
today,” she said. “I mean, look at 
the masses. Black, white, all races, 
all religions. ... We need to stand 
like this at all times.”

Joining the Garners in Washing-
ton were speakers from the family 
of Tamir Rice, a 12-year-old killed 
in Ohio as he played with a pellet 
gun in a park, and the mother of 
Amadou Diallo, who in 1999 was 
shot and killed in the Bronx by four 
New York City police officers.

Diallo’s mother, Kadiatou Dial-
lo, reflected on how the same issues 
being debated today were debated 
when her son was killed more than 
15 years ago.

“We’ve been there so many 
times,” she said. “Today we are 
standing still and demanding the 
same thing.”

The Rev. Al Sharpton helped or-
ganize the marches.

“Members of Congress, beware 

Pres. Obama and Raul Castro at Mandela’s 
funeral
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Bank. Engineering firm. Con-
struction company. Financial 
services and planning business. 
Entrepreneur. Software compa-
ny. Ecommerce business. Media 
company. Business association. 
Auto manufacturer.  Water treat-
ment plant. And more…

Representatives from busi-
ness to city government to in-
stitutions gathered for a VIP re-
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David Johnson of Bank Plus with Gilda Caputo-Hansen,  CEO of Han-
sen Global Event Management at the VIP Preview Connect 1 Confer-
ence Reception at The Mississippi Link office in Jackson, Thursday 
December 11. PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Demonstrators march on Pennsylvania Avenue toward Capitol Hill in Washington, Saturday, Dec. 13.
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ception at The Mississippi Link 
office in Jackson.

Conference organizers pre-
sented a short video highlight-
ing the Spring 2015 Connect 
1 Conference that will be held 
March 11-13, 2015 at the IP Ca-

sino Resort Spa in Biloxi, Miss. 
The conference is designed to 
match people and businesses to 
one another, including capital 
funding, start-up funding, new 
start-ups, technology, energy, 
business and economic devel-

opment.
The Mississippi Link pub-

lisher, Jackie Hampton, and 
event organizer, Lonnie Ross 
introduced the CEO of the New 
York-based Hansen Global 
Event Management, Gilda Ca-

puto Hansen. 
Hansen’s com-
pany recently 
partnered with 
The Mississippi 
Link to assist in 
managing and 
marketing the 
conference.

Hampton also 
introduced other 
team members 
working on the 
conference.

P r e - c o n f e r -
ence will activi-
ties take place 
on Wednesday, 
March 11, with 
a community 
service activ-
ity supporting 
a project on 
the Mississippi 
coast, followed 
by an evening 
welcome recep-
tion.

“We are work-
ing with Car-
melita Scott and 
the East Biloxi 
C o m m u n i t y 
Col labora t ive 
on a new com-
ponent of the 
Connect 1 Con-
ference, a com-
munity service 
project called: 
Connect 2 Com-

munity”, Hansen said.
“We are most excited to re-

port that for our first commu-
nity service project we will par-
ticipate in the “Adopt A Park,” 
and “Adopt a Street” program. 
We will adopt Todd Migues 
Baseball field as well as sev-
eral homes adjacent to it by 
cleaning-up and beautifying the 
area. We hope to renovate and 
rejuvenate the park so that fami-
lies can enjoy a clean, safe and 
family-friendly environment.”

Dwight “Doc” Gooden, for-
mer Major League Baseball 
New York Met and Yankee 
World Series pitcher is expected 
to participate in the “community 
day” and is scheduled to speak 
at the welcome reception later 
that evening. 

Hansen said all conference 
attendees will have the opportu-
nity to join with local volunteers 
and participate in the commu-
nity service activities.

The next day the conference 
will feature an expo, national 
celebrity guests, networking 
breakfast, business luncheon, 
awards presentation, and nu-
merous workshop and business 
matchmaking sessions. Speak-
ers and presenters headlining 
the conference will include 
nationally and locally known 
leaders, corporate owners and 
executives.

At the conference, national 
companies and companies based 
in Mississippi will be recruiting 
and presenting job opportunities 
to attendees as well as business 
contracting opportunities for 
small and mid size contractors/
businesses.

Representatives from Bank 

ground in airport operations, de-
velopment, finances, and com-
munications; all of which will 
be central to the progression and 
transformation of JMAA into the 
economic engine the Jackson 
Metropolitan area will benefit 
from. His broad-base experience 
will be critical to the continued 
success of our airport system,” 
Harris said.

This CEO search was con-
ducted by ADK Executive 
Search, an executive search 
firm specializing exclusively in 
searches for the airport manage-
ment community. 

Newman’s duties and respon-
sibilities at George Bush Inter-
continental included the daily 
operations of Houston’s largest 
airport and the development and 
implementation of policies and 
procedures. Newman also coor-
dinated the preparation, imple-
mentation and monitoring of 
the budget and expenditures for 
IAH, among other duties. 

Prior to his position at IAH, 
Newman served as assistant 
aviation director at Phoenix Sky 

Harbor International Airport. 
Newman holds a Bachelor 

of Science degree in public ad-
ministration from the Univer-
sity of Arizona and a Masters 
of aeronautical science degree 
from Embry Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University. He is an accred-
ited airport executive (A.A.E.) 
through the American Associa-
tion of Airport Executives and a 
member of the National Forum 
for Black Public Administrators 
(NFBPA). 

Newman is a board member 
for American Association of Air-
port Executives (AAAE), and 
currently serves as the second 
vice chair of the organization. He 
is the immediate past chair of the 
Operations, Planning and Safety 
Subcommittee for AAAE and 
served as the second vice presi-
dent of the Southwest Chapter 
of AAAE. He also served on the 
board for the Central Arizona 
Chapter of the National Forum 
for Black Public Administrators. 

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.
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Plus, Nissan, City of Jackson, 
Griffith Financial Services, 
LLC, Mississippi Minor-
ity Business Alliance (MMBA), 
Mississippi Department of 
Transportation (MDOT), Unit-
ed Water, Buy From A Christian 
(BFAC), e-AdapIt, and Garrett 
Enterprises Consolidated, Inc. 
IV were among some of the at-
tendees.

Registration is now open. 
Early-early bird registration 
cost is $50 for full access to the 
conference including all confer-

ence meals.
Exhibitor and sponsorship op-

portunities are still available. 
For more information and to 

register, go to the website con-
nect1conference.com or call 
601-368-8479.

Highlights of the key ele-
ments of the conference can 
be viewed on a short video 
(54 seconds) at http://youtu.
be/5EGUrLSiM1M.

Additional information may 
be found on the conference web-
site connect1conference.com



Demonstrators
Continued from page 1

we’re serious ...,” Sharpton said in 
Washington. “When you get a ring-
ding on Christmas, it might not be 
Santa; it may be Rev. Al coming to 
your house.”

Several speakers asked the 
crowd to chant, “I can’t breathe.” 
Garner, 43, had gasped those words 
before his death. Some protesters 
also wore those words on shirts.

Protests - some violent - have 
occurred around the nation since 
grand juries last month declined 
to indict the officers involved in 
the deaths of Garner and Michael 
Brown, 18, shot and killed by a 
white police officer in Ferguson, 
Missouri, a suburb of St. Louis. 
Before the crowd started marching, 
Sharpton directed, “Don’t let no 
provocateurs get you out of line. ... 
We are not here to play big shot. We 
are here to win.”

Washington, D.C., and U.S. Park 
Police said they had made no ar-
rests in the capital protests, though 

a small group of protesters split off 
after the march and briefly occu-
pied various intersections in down-
town Washington. In Boston, about 
two dozen people were arrested for 
disorderly conduct after scuffling 
with officers blocking an Interstate 
93 onramp near the Nashua Street 
Jail.

The noisy march through the 
heart of Manhattan swelled to at 
least 25,000 people, police said. It 
snarled traffic but remained peace-
ful, with no arrests reported by 
late afternoon. On Saturday night, 
some protesters marched across the 
Brooklyn Bridge, blocking traffic 
in both directions.

Thousands of protesters took to 
the streets of San Francisco and 
Oakland on Saturday. Oakland 
police said at least 45 people were 
arrested for crimes such as vandal-
ism, failure to disperse and resisting 
arrest following a largely peaceful 
protest. Meanwhile, at the Univer-

sity of California, Berkeley, police 
removed life-sized photographs 
of lynching victims that had been 
hung at the campus. Investigators 
believe they were connected to a 
smaller protest in Berkeley at noon. 
Berkeley protest organizers said 
they didn’t know where they came 
from.

“We hope that it’s someone who 
wanted to bring attention to the is-
sue,” said one of the organizers, 
Spencer Pritchard.

In New York, the thousands of 
demonstrators included family 
members of people killed by New 
York City police going back de-
cades.

Donna Carter, 54, marched with 
her boyfriend, whose teenage son 
was shot and killed by police in the 
1990s while carrying a toy gun.

“It’s good to see people of all col-
ors here to say enough is enough,” 
said Carter, who’s black. “I’m a 
parent and every child that’s killed 
feels like my child.”

Others were there to show their 
outrage, including Rich Alexandro, 
47, who carried a handmade sign 
with dozens of names of victims 
of police killings in which officers 
were never charged.

“It just seems like the cops are 
Teflon,” Alexandro said. “There’s 
no justice.”

On the eve of Saturday’s nation-
wide protests, demonstrators in 
Nashville, Tennessee, staged “die-
ins” in the country music capital’s 
honky-tonk district Friday night 
while tourists took their pictures.

Politicians and others have talk-
ed about the need for better police 
training, body cameras and changes 
in the grand jury process to restore 
faith in the legal system.

Terry Baisden, 52, of Baltimore 
said she is “hopeful change is com-
ing” and that the movement is not 
part of a fleeting flash of anger.

She said she hasn’t protested be-
fore but felt compelled to because 
“changes in action, changes in be-
lief, happen in numbers.”

D.C. Police Chief Cathy Lanier 
said the Washington march was 
peaceful. She mingled with the 
crowd and said she wanted to show 
solidarity with the marchers.

“This is one of the most well-
organized events I’ve seen,” Lanier 
said.

Other groups including Ferguson 
Action conducted “Day of Resis-
tance” movements all around the 
country.
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Christmas - the season of love 
and giving!  What many don’t real-
ize is the Christmas season is also 
the time for learning - learning 
more about the reason for the sea-
son!  

The children at Education Depot, 
4753 McWillie Dr., Jackson, are 
preparing to show the parents and 
the community what they are learn-
ing about one of the most sacred 
days of the year - the birth date of 
Jesus!

On Friday, December 19, the 
children, ages three and older, will 
host a Christmas program at 3 p.m.  
The young cast of students will 
present their rendition of the mean-
ing of Christmas, and in their own 
way, will try to teach others about 
this day of celebration.

After all, the young ones are in 
a learning center that is working 
to prepare its students for life in so 
many ways.

Education Depot posts on its 
website, www.eddepot.com, that 
it is “about helping your child de-
velop success habits and skills that 
they can use throughout their aca-
demic career and lives.” 

Its mission is “to develop and 
teach habits and skills that set up 
your child for successful learning 
and instill confidence. By giving 
children the freedom to explore in 
a safe environment, we have been 
able to establish a track record of 
former students who have gone on 
to a successful elementary and high 
school career.”

The owners of Education Depot 
are making sure that what they pub-
licize is the standard of excellence 
that they truly offer to their chil-
dren, parents and potential clients. 
“We want to be the daycare that 
truly prepares children for life. Our 
goal is to be identified as the leader 
in our field,” said owner, Glenn 
Farmer.

According to data gathered 
from ChildcareCenter.us, there are 
approximately 400 licensed pre-
schools and child development 
centers in the metro Jackson area, 
but Education Depot, proudly touts 
that it works directly with the Mis-
sissippi Department of Health to 
provide the First Step Program, a 
service that assesses children from 
birth to age three for various condi-
tions, including vision impairment.  

This service is offered at the 
center along with Children’s Prog-
ress Academic Assessment™ 
(CPAA™), another instrument that 
provides a personalized assessment 
experience that supports young 
learners’ unique developmental 
needs. 

Designed by Columbia Uni-
versity and MIT researchers, the 
adaptive skills assessment offers 
educators a reliable tool to guide 
targeted instruction for every pre-K  
3 student. In addition, CPAA offers 
easy-to-understand parent reports 
and instructional activities for the 
home. 

“Our curriculum assesses every 
child,” said Farmer. “We want to 
challenge them and use assessments 
that help us to offer the best educa-

tional assistance to our children that 
they can possibly get.  When our 
children leave here, they are going 
to be well-prepared in social behav-
ior, literacy and high morale. Our 
goal is to use our afterschool and 
summer programs to help instill 
positive images to encourage our 
students to enroll in college.”

Farmer, a former commercial 
banker, who runs the 17-year-old 
business which was started in 1997 
by his parents Roland and Marga-
ret Farmer, shares that Education 
Depot also teaches their students 
good work ethics. 

“Even at 5 and 6 years of age, 
children can make good finan-
cial decisions. I know that’s the 
banker in me, but it’s another im-
portant factor that will help our 
children to become successful,” 
Farmer said.

Farmer noted that the Educa-
tion Depot curriculum aligns with 
the State’s and Common Core 
Standards.  

“Our children can come to us as 
young as six weeks old. It’s never 
too early to begin to work with 
them to help them develop into 
the brightest students in their age 
groups,” he said. 

The center provides computer 
usage for students two years old 
and older, and also utilizes a Smart-
board, an interactive whiteboard, 
as another tool to help broaden the 
minds of their pupils.

For more information, call 601-
982-0305 or e-mail daphne.hig-
gins@aol.com; visit www.eddepot.
com  

Approximated 100 people 
attended the World AIDS 
Day event hosted by the 
Clinton Alumnae, Jack-
son Alumnae, and Madison 
County Alumnae Chapters 
of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc. in partnership with 
Tougaloo College Owens 
Health and Wellness Center. 

Individuals in attendance 
listened closely to the key-
note speaker, Dr. Yvonne 
Maddox, acting director of 
the National Institute on 
Minority Health and Health 
Disparities (NIMHD), dis-
cuss the theme of the event 
“Getting 2 Zero” using 
straight talk to discuss HIV 
and AIDS.

The audience was in-
formed that there are 1.1 
million people living with 
HIV/AIDS in the U.S., 
180,000 don’t know they 
are infected, and 36 million 
people have died from the 
disease.

African-American women 
are the fourth leading group 
of people impacted by HIV 
behind white men who sleep 
with men, black men who 
sleep with men, and Hispan-
ic men who sleep with men. 

But most startling of all 
was the revelation that ages 
13-24 is the highest infected 
group with HIV/AIDS. And 
79 percent of new HIV cases 
in Mississippi are African-
American men.

After the spirit-filled en-
tertainment provided by Ja-

son Gibson and Destiny’s 
Project, it was time for the 
panel discussion. Local ex-
perts in HIV/AIDS educa-
tion and healthcare aimed to 
shed more light on the HIV/
AIDS problem in Mississip-
pi and educate the audience 
on what’s being done by 
various agencies and non-
profits. 

The panelists were Mauda 
L. Monger, director of the 
Mississippi AIDS Education 
Training Center; J. Cody 
Walker, program manager 
for AIDS Healthcare Foun-
dation; and Antonio Wil-
liams, special projects of-
ficer for Mississippi State 
Department of Health’s 
STD/HIV Office, Policy 
Branch.

Each panelist spoke on the 
continued shame and stigma 
faced by individuals living 
with HIV and AIDS and the 
need for more open and hon-
est communication in com-
munities. 

Other startling statistics 
that most didn’t know in-
cluded Mississippi being 

ranked tenth in the United 
States for the rate of HIV in-
fections, the Jackson metro 
area is eighth in the rate of 
HIV infections, and in 2013 
there were 566 new cases of 
HIV in Mississippi.   

The event ended with in-
dividuals visiting various 
vendors in the field, includ-

ing on-site testing for 
HIV. One major lesson 
learned was “screen 
one to protect two -  
get tested for HIV.”

Education Depot offers learning for lifeDelta’s World AIDS DAY program 
discusses “Getting 2 Zero”

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

African Americans We Must Do Better
African Americans, Black History Month is February. It 
hasn’t changed, so please my black brothers and sisters, 
let us not waste another 28 days sitting on the dock of the 
bay watching the clouds roll away. It just doesn’t make 
sense that approximately 42 million African Americans 
will not come together and let this month work for them.

As a black man I am sincerely pleading, begging, urging, 
importuning, you to join me in yelling loudly that if we 
work for Black History Month, Black History Month will 
work for us. For further enlightenment, please go to 
www.themississippilink.com/2014/11/11/african-
americans-we-must-do-better/.

I pray that the presidents of the historical black colleges, 
faculties, and student bodies will take the lead in this 
consolidated effort.

Pastor Jimmy Terry Sr., 931-648-1172, visiontb@bellsouth.net, Galatians 2:20

A D v E r t o r I A l

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Program participants included (left to right)  George Patterson, Tougaloo College; Julia Crockett, president, 
Jackson Alumnae Chapter; Daphne Higgins, DST Southern Regional Secretary; Mauda Monger, panelist; 
John “Cody Walker”, panelist; Dr. Yvonne Maddox, keynote speaker; Antonio Williams, panelist; Othor 
Cain, program moderator; Katrina B Myricks, president, Madison County Alumnae Chapter, and Dr. Juanyce 
Taylor, president, Clinton Alumnae Chapter.

Pictured are members of Clinton Alumnae, Jackson Alumnae, and 
Madison County Alumnae Chapters; co-sponsors of the local World 
AIDS Day observance

Dr. Yvonne Maddox
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Cuban President Raul Castro ad-
dressed his own nation from Ha-
vana, where bells pealed and school 
children interrupted their lessons to 
mark the historic news.

Castro said that while the two 
countries still have profound differ-
ences in areas such as human rights 
and foreign policy, they must learn 
“the art of living together in a civi-
lized manner.”

Wednesday’s announcement fol-
lowed more than a year of secret 
talks between the U.S. and Cuba, 
including clandestine meetings in 
Canada and the Vatican and personal 
involvement from Pope Francis. 

Setting the stage for the diplo-
matic breakthrough, Cuba released 
American Alan Gross, who had 
been imprisoned for five years, and 
a Cuban who had spied for the U.S. 
In exchange, three Cubans jailed in 
Florida were released by the U.S.

Gross spoke with Obama from the 
plane carrying him home, then met 
with Secretary of State John Kerry 
on the ground and later appeared be-
fore Washington reporters.

“This is game changing,” Gross 

declared in brief, emotional remarks. 
He flashed a broad grin with missing 
teeth - lost during his imprisonment 
- after taking an admiring glance at 
the American flags posted behind 
him and taking note that his release 
came on the first day of Hanukkah.

In Havana, Carlos Gonzalez, a 
32-year-old information technology 
specialist, spoke for many in call-
ing the announcement “a shot of 
oxygen, a wish come true. It is an 
advance that will open the road to a 
better future for the two countries,” 
he said.

Obama’s plans are sweeping: He 
aims to expand economic ties with 
Cuba, open an embassy in Havana, 
send high-ranking U.S. officials to 
visit and review Cuba’s designation 
as a state sponsor of terrorism. 

The U.S. also is easing restrictions 
on travel to Cuba, including for fam-
ily visits, official U.S. government 
business and educational activities. 
But tourist travel remains banned.

Obama’s action relied on his own 
executive authority, and drew instant 
criticism from some in Congress. 
He cannot unilaterally end the long-

standing U.S. economic embargo on 
Cuba, which was passed by Con-
gress and would require action from 
lawmakers to overturn.

Half a century ago, the U.S. rec-
ognized Fidel Castro’s new govern-
ment soon after his rebels took pow-
er from dictator Fulgencio Batista 
in 1959. But before long, things be-
gan to sour as Cuba deepened its 
relationship with the Soviet Union. 

In 1961 the U.S. broke diplo-
matic relations, and then came the 
failed U.S.-sponsored Bay of Pigs 
invasion meant to topple Castro. A 
year later, a U.S. blockade forced 
removal of Soviet nuclear mis-
siles from Cuba in a standoff that 
brought the world to the brink of 
nuclear war

Hailing Wednesday’s news, 
the Vatican said that Pope Francis 
“wishes to express his warm con-
gratulations” for the efforts taken 
by Cuba and the U.S. “with the aim 
of overcoming, in the interest of the 
citizens of both countries, the dif-
ficulties which have marked their 
recent history.”

U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon welcomed the news and 
thanked the U.S. and Cuban presi-
dents “for taking this very impor-
tant step.”

Licensed American travelers to 
Cuba will now be able to return 
to the U.S. with $400 in Cuban 
goods, including tobacco and alco-
hol products worth less than $100 
combined. This means the long-
standing ban on importing Cuban 
cigars is over, although there are 
still limits.

The U.S. is also increasing the 
amount of money Americans 
can send to Cubans from $500 to 
$2,000 every three months. Early 
in his presidency, Obama allowed 
unlimited family visits by Cuban-
Americans and removed a $1,200 
annual cap on remittances. Kerry is 
also launching a review of Cuba’s 
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WASHINGTON - Try-
ing to head off a new round 
of consumer headaches with 
President Barack Obama’s 
health care law, the insurance 
industry said December 16 
it will give customers more 
time to pay their premiums 
for January.

America’s Health Insur-
ance Plans, the main industry 
trade group, said the volun-
tary steps include a commit-
ment to promptly refund any 
overpayments by consumers 
who switched plans and may 
have gotten double-billed by 
mistake.

Though the HealthCare.
gov website is working far 
better this year, the indus-
try announcement highlights 
behind-the-scenes technical 
issues between the govern-
ment and insurers that have 
proven difficult to resolve. 
Last year’s enrollment files 
were riddled with errors, and 
fixing those has been a pains-
taking process. As a result, 
renewing millions of current 
customers is not as easy as it 
might seem.

The industry “wants to do 
everything we can to make 
sure consumers have greater 
peace of mind about their 
health care coverage and 
support them throughout the 
open enrollment process,” 

Karen Ignagni, head of the 
trade group, said in a state-
ment.

The health care law offers 
subsidized private insurance 
to people who don’t have a 
health plan on the job. Re-
newing coverage each year is 
standard operating procedure 
for the industry, but 2015 is 
the first renewal year for the 
health law. The process in-
volves a massive electronic 
data transfer from the gov-
ernment to insurers, happen-
ing right around the holidays. 
Insurers then have to use that 
data to generate new cards 
for their customers.

Normally, premiums for 
January would be due by 
Dec. 31. The industry’s grace 
period for 2015 could vary 
among different carriers, so 
consumers should check with 
their plan. Insurers say they 
also plan to help custom-
ers who have problems fill-
ing prescriptions or getting 
medical care at the start of 
the year.

Midnight Monday, Pacific 
time, was the deadline for 
new customers in most states 
to pick a health plan to take 
effect Jan. 1. It was also the 
deadline for current enrollees 
to make changes that could 
reduce premium increases 
before the new year. The 
administration announced 

a last-minute extension for 
some people unable to get 
through to the jammed fed-
eral call center.

Making matters more con-
fusing, open enrollment ac-
tually runs for another two 
months, until Feb. 15. People 
enrolling by that date will get 
coverage starting March 1. 
Current customers can still 
make plan changes through 
Feb. 15.

Based on early numbers, 
it’s looking like the major-
ity of the roughly 6.7 mil-
lion current customers have 
opted to stay with the plans 
they have now and be auto-
matically renewed Jan. 1.

Assuring that happens as 
smoothly as it’s been ad-
vertised is the administra-
tion’s next major challenge. 
The insurance industry an-
nouncement provides a safe-
ty valve for the administra-
tion. It mirrors similar steps 
the industry took last year to 
soften the consequences of 
the botched rollout of health 
insurance markets around 
the country.

The favorite political 
scapegoat of the White House 
during the battle to pass the 
health care law, insurers 
keen on signing up millions 
of new taxpayer-subsidized 
customers have turned into 
indispensable allies.

Insurers ease ‘Obamacare’ deadline
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio - With 
tensions running high over the 
killings of blacks by police, de-
partments around the country are 
changing policies and procedures 
to curb the use of deadly force, 
ease public distrust and protect of-
ficers from retaliation.

New York City plans to issue 
stun guns to hundreds more of-
ficers. The Milwaukee depart-
ment is making crisis-intervention 
training mandatory. And in Akron, 
Ohio, police have begun working 
in pairs on all shifts for their own 
safety.

Police departments are con-
stantly updating training. But 
some of the more recent measures 
have been prompted by rising an-
ger toward police. And in some 
cases, departments are making 
sure to let the public know about 
these changes.

“It’s not a mistake or a coinci-
dence that a lot of these depart-
ments are publicizing their train-
ing or are perhaps revamping their 
training guidelines and things like 
that in the wake of these really 
high-profile incidents,” said Kami 
Chavis Simmons, director of the 
criminal justice program at the 
Wake Forest University School of 
Law in North Carolina and a for-
mer federal prosecutor in Wash-
ington.

Protests, largely peaceful, have 
flared across the country after 
grand juries in recent weeks de-
clined to indict white officers in 
the fatal shooting of 18-year-old 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, and the chokehold death of 
Eric Garner in New York City. 
Both men were black and un-
armed.

Lorie Fridell, a criminol-
ogy professor at the University 
of South Florida who operates a 
police training business, said she 
has received nearly two requests 
a day from chiefs since protests 
erupted over the August shooting 
in Ferguson.

“There’s a lot of well-meaning 

chiefs out there that want to do the 
right thing, and they are looking 
for ways that they can address not 
just use-of-force issues but bias is-
sues,” she said.

Two recent police shootings in 
Ohio started with reports of people 
with guns: the killing last month of 
a 12-year-old boy carrying a pellet 
gun in Cleveland and the death 
last summer of a 22-year-old man 
holding an air rifle in a Wal-Mart 
in suburban Dayton.

In both cases, the officers said 
they thought the victims had real 
guns. The officer who shot the 
12-year-old resigned from a sub-
urban Cleveland police force in 
2012 after his supervisors decided 
he lacked the maturity to work in 
their department.

Ohio Attorney General Mike 
DeWine responded by asking the 
state’s police training commis-
sion last week to study possible 
updates in the way officers learn 
their jobs.

“Every police officer who goes 
out every day has the right to come 
home at night,” DeWine said. “On 
the other hand, citizens of the state 
of Ohio have the right to expect 
that police officers are correctly 
trained and vetted before they’re 
put out on the street.”

Elsewhere around the country:
- In Missouri last month, a fed-

eral law enforcement team held 
training for St. Louis-area police, 
including top commanders from 
Ferguson, on how unintentional 
bias affects police work. Simi-
larly, St. Louis Police Chief Sam 
Dotson said he hopes to introduce 
wider training for officers about 
recognizing “implicit bias” and 
making better decisions about 
when to shoot.

- In Philadelphia, Mayor Mi-
chael Nutter is urging police in a 
video message to use force only 
“if absolutely necessary.”

- The Obama administration 
issued guidelines this month that 
restrict the ability of federal law 
enforcement agencies to profile 
on the basis of religion, national 
origin and other certain charac-
teristics. The Justice Department 
hopes those measures become a 
model for local departments.

Several police forces were 
updating their practices even be-
fore the Ferguson and New York 
deaths, with some departments is-
suing body cameras to officers.

After Philadelphia Police Com-
missioner Charles Ramsey ar-
rived in 2008, for example, the 
department began placing police 
shooting statistics on the Web for 
the sake of openness and started 
a pilot program involving body 
cameras.

NEW YORK - Bill Cosby’s 
wife rejected sex assault allegations 
against her husband of a half-century 
on December 15, saying the man be-
ing accused by at least 15 women of 
drugging and having sex with them 
is “a man I do not know.”

In a statement issued Monday, Ca-
mille Cosby dismissed accusations 
that date back as far as the late 1960s.

She suggested that her husband, 
not the women, is the party being 
harmed.

“None of us will ever want to be 
in the position of attacking a victim,” 
she said. “But the question should be 
asked - who is the victim?”

Cosby is being sued for defama-
tion by one alleged victim and for 
sexual battery by another woman 
who said he forced her to perform 
a sex act when she was 15. He has 
never been charged in connection 
with any of the accusations, and his 
lawyers deny many of the allega-
tions. He settled with a Pennsylvania 
woman who in a 2005 lawsuit said 
Cosby drugged and molested her in 
2004.

A new round of claims of sexual 
assault and rape began in early No-
vember - accusations Camille Cosby 
said haven’t been properly vetted by 
the media. She likened the media’s 
handling of the accusations to a Roll-
ing Stone article about a gang rape at 
the University of Virginia that later 
proved to be untrue, saying her hus-
band’s accusers have been “given a 
pass” by the media.

“The (Rolling Stone) story was 
heart-breaking, but ultimately ap-
pears to be proved to be untrue. 
Many in the media were quick to 
link that story to stories about my 
husband - until that story unwound,” 
she said.

Noting that she married Cosby 
in 1964, a year after they met, she 
said, “The man I met, and fell in love 
with, and whom I continue to love, 
is the man you all knew through his 

work. He is a kind man, a generous 
man, a funny man, and a wonderful 
husband, father and friend. He is the 
man you thought you knew.”

The statement, released by Cosby 
spokesman David Brokaw, is the 
first public comment from Camille 
Cosby since the renewed allegations 
began.

Since then, the 77-year-old co-
median’s tour has been whittled by 
cancellations and indefinite post-
ponements of about 10 concerts in 
as many states reaching into next 
spring. A comedy special was can-
celed by Netflix, and NBC scuttled 
his prospective new sitcom that had 
been in the works.

Earlier Monday, Spelman College 
in Atlanta, a historically black insti-
tution, announced it was suspend-
ing its endowed professorship with 
Cosby.

Camille Cosby’s defense of her 
husband came after this weekend’s 
publication of a brief interview with 
Cosby in The New York Post, where 
he maintained his silence regard-
ing the allegations while praising 
his wife for “love and the strength 
of womanhood” for weathering the 
public scrutiny raging against him.

While many of the allegations 
against Cosby are blocked from 
court by statutes of limitations, a 
Southern California woman has sued 

the comedian claiming he molested 
her in a bedroom of the Playboy 
Mansion around 1974 when she was 
15 years old.

A lawyer for the woman, Judy 
Huth, wrote in a court filing Friday 
that he has interviewed two wit-
nesses who corroborate her story. 
Attorney Marc Strecker also stated 
he has photographs of Huth and 
Cosby that were shot at the Play-
boy Mansion when she was un-
derage.

Cosby’s attorneys are seeking 
to dismiss Huth’s lawsuit, stating 
her efforts to sell her story to a 
tabloid 10 years ago undercut her 
claim that she only recently dis-
covered the psychological dam-
age she contends Cosby caused.

A day after Camille Cosby re-
leased a statement in defense of 
her embattled husband, one of the 
comedian’s four daughters is de-
fending her father.

Evin Cosby, 38, said Bill Cosby 
“is the FATHER you thought you 
knew” in a statement, obtained 
Tuesday by “Access Hollywood.” 
She also defended her father on 
Facebook where she wrote “Men 
and Women need to stand up and 
say something. There are plenty 
of them that have experienced be-
ing accused of a major crime that 
they never committed.”

Police altering tactics 
after killings, protests

Wife and daughter 
defend embattled Cosby
The Associated Press

By Andrew Welsh-Huggins 
Associated Press

FILE - In this Dec. 3, 2014, file photo, New York Police Department Officer 
Joshua Jones wears a VieVu body camera on his chest during a news 
conference in New York. Police departments across the country are alter-
ing policies and procedures to assuage concerns about police conduct 
and to protect their own officers. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)
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i am waking up 
and going to bed 
asking the same 
question, and that 
is: what’s going 
on America?

Some years 
ago, Motown legend Marvin Gaye 
sang a song simply titled “What’s 
Going On?” You remember him 
singing, “can’t find no work, can’t 
find no job my friend; money is 
tighter than it has ever been.”

in retrospect, Marvin Gaye 
could still ask the same ques-
tion today, especially for African 
Americans like me. Yet a more 
penetrating and profound question 
today is what is going on with our 
black boys?

When i see black boys at the 
bus stop waiting to get on the 
school bus doesn’t necessarily 
mean they will return from school 
safely.

Just a few days ago, a young 
black boy in Jacksonville, Fla. 
was shot to death at the bus stop 
waiting to go to school. He was 16 
years old.  What could a boy have 
done so bad, that he deserved to 

die?  What’s going on!
These are perilous times for 

young black boys.  if you are an 
honor roll student or an aspiring 
honor roll student you may get 
shot in what i call random acts of 
violence.  in other words you may 
just be in the way.

The circumstances surrounding 
black males dying are now being 
called into serious question.

When i watch Cnn and you 
hear a black man say “i can’t 
breathe” and you choke him to 
death, you must ask the question, 
do black lives matter? 

protests have sprung up all 
across America.  The mantra for 
some of us is that “we are sick 
and tired of being sick and tired.”  
These mostly peaceful protests 
are being led by an assemblage 
of black and white and young and 
old.  

They realize that young black 
boys are at risk.  Until black lives 
matter we will have to continue to 
march, we will have to increase 
our voting patterns and we will 
have to remain on our posts until 
we won’t need to say hands up!  
We won’t need to feel like we are 
guilty because of color.

Black boys need the opportu-
nity to become successful not be-
cause they are black but because 
they are a part of humanity.  Life 
cannot end for them because of 
environment and circumstances.

We must develop a stronger 
belief system in our communities.  
We must see the cup of success 
full for them and not empty.  We 
must give our black boys hope 
and encouragement at every turn.

As mentors and the guardians 
of the dream we must provide our 
black boys with a framework for 
success.  Maybe what follows will 
help.

pledge for African American 
Boys

• i (your name) know that God 
will order my steps throughout 
my life.

• i must make good decisions in 
order to be successful.

• Therefore, i will listen and 
obey my parents, grandparents 
and other relatives because i know 
they love me and want what is 
best for me.

• Therefore, i will obey and 
abide by all rules and regulations 
when i am at school; i will listen 
to all of my teachers and other 

school officials. i will not cause 
confusion or be a disruption at my 
school.

• Therefore, i will treat all of 
my classmates and friends with 
dignity and respect.  When i meet 
someone new i will also treat 
them with dignity and respect.

• Therefore, i will display a 
good attitude at all times and will 
maintain high levels of self re-
spect and respect for others.

• Therefore, when i am in my 
community and other commu-
nities i will obey all rules and 
regulations.  i will not have any 
verbal or physical confrontations 
with the police or any other au-
thority figure.  i will follow their 
instructions and will not talk back 
to them.

• Therefore as i am growing 
into manhood i will be mindful of 
the fact that i have a responsibil-
ity to help other boys and to be a 
service to other people.

 •i have a bright future ahead 
of me so i know that i can, i must 
and i will succeed. December 17, 
2014

James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D., is an 
education consultant and youth 
advocate.

now, in the sea-
son that’s supposed 
to exalt goodwill 
toward all comes 
fresh evidence of 
the important role 
the ‘white majori-

ty’s’ unwillingness to consider black 
Americans as their counterparts 
across the color line plays in main-
taining the racial divide.

note that i said the ‘white major-
ity,’ not all whites. indeed, at each 
stage of blacks’ difficult journey 
through and out of the eras of slav-
ery and its first cousin, Jim Crow, 
the alliance between blacks and the 
minority of whites who’ve opted to 
support racial justice has been criti-
cal to the progress blacks charted.

The current dense fog of racial 
controversy enveloping American 
society shouldn’t blind us to the 
fact that that dynamic still works. 
For one thing, it’s precisely because 
a sizable minority of white voters 
joined with the heavy majorities of 
black, Hispanic- and Asian-Ameri-
can voters that Barack Obama was 
elected and re-elected to the presi-
dency. 

And the protests against the grand 
jury decisions in the police killings 
of Michael Brown and Eric Garner 
continue to include significant num-
bers of white and other Americans 
of color.

But the Obama breakthrough has 
also led many of the nation’s dimin-
ishing white majority to cling ever 
more tightly to both obvious and 
disguised white-supremacist no-
tions of its racial world of fantasy, to 
blind themselves to reality.

Of course, the grand jury de-
cisions in the police killings of 
18-year-old Michael Brown, in Fer-
guson, Mo., and 43-year-old Eric 
Garner, in new York City, have 
exposed anew the race-driven gap 
between blacks and whites. 

An early-December poll con-
ducted by the pew Research Center 
and USAToday found, as it put it, 
“Sharp racial divisions in reactions 
to Brown, Garner decisions.”

The survey determined that 64 
percent of Whites believe the deci-
sion not to charge Ferguson police 
officer Darren Wilson for killing 
Michael Brown was correct, com-
pared to 23 percent of Whites who 
said it was wrong. 

in contrast, 80 percent of blacks 
said the grand jury decision not to 
charge Wilson was wrong; only 10 
percent said it was correct.

in the Garner case, the pew/US-
AToday document found a lower 
degree of racial difference, and yet, 
even that difference has an element 
worth noting. While 47 percent of 
whites and 90 percent of blacks 
agreed that the grand jury decision 
was wrong (28 percent of whites 
and just 2 percent of blacks thought 
it was correct), fully 25 percent of 
whites declined to express an opin-
ion about the decision (compared to 
2 percent of blacks)

The survey’s authors didn’t spec-
ulate why such a high percentage 
of whites would choose the “don’t 
know” category. But here’s my take: 
most of those “White don’t knows” 
didn’t want to declare the obvious: 
that the grand jury should have in-
dicted a white cop for killing a black 
man.

Yes, i’m suggesting that the lure 
of white racial solidarity not only 
played a significant role in produc-
ing the high percentage of “white 
don’t knows” on that one question 
in that one poll but also plays a 
significant role in both the general 
operation of the criminal justice sys-
tem and street-level policing, and in 
the wide gaps between black and 
white attitudes on those issues.

The current “testimony” on 
Twitter of Whites, via #criming-
whilewhite, who say they were not 
arrested or treated leniently under 
arrest after committing misdemean-
ors or even minor nonviolent crimes 
should be read as a companion to the 
numerous scholarly studies show-
ing that alleged black and Hispanic 
wrongdoers are often treated more 
harshly than white ones by police, 
prosecutors, juries and judges.

A Dec. 9 new York Times col-
umn on the Dec. 5 arrest of two 
graduates students from the Union 
Theological Seminary during the 
protests in new York over the Gar-
ner grand jury decision brings that 
“racial divide” down to street level. 

The two students, Shawn Torres, 
who is black, and Benjamin perry, 
who is white, had planned to get ar-
rested as part of a group blockading 
part of one of the city’s major high-
ways. They were.

But as they told the Times colum-
nist, Jim Dwyer, while Torres was 
being handcuffed with the police 
plastic ties, an officer grabbed perry, 
“threw me face first to the ground. 
He put his head next to my ear and 
whispered, ‘Just get out of here.’”

Thus began the bizarre effort of 
Benjamin perry to get treated by 
the police at street level and at the 
precinct as equally negatively as his 

black friend and colleague.
Dwyer, the Times columnist, con-

cludes his article by posing the ques-
tion, “Was it possible that the differ-
ences in their treatment stemmed 
not from their races but from the dis-
position of the officers who arrested 

them?  He lets Shawn Torres have 
the last word: “no. Black and white 
bodies are not treated equally.”

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime jour-
nalist based in New York City. His 
latest book is Last Chance: The Po-
litical Threat to Black America.

How did we 
let it get so 
out of hand? 
The number of 
people we have 
incarcerated in 
this nation is 

totally mind boggling. We are 
supposed to be a democracy 
where people are protected by 
the rule of law. Our rule of law 
is definitely impaired to the 
point of being like a plague on 
humanity. 

Tyrants and dictators don’t 
enslave their people as much as 
we do.  i believe it began when 
“getting tough on crooks” be-
came a political aphrodisiac.  
if you research it, you will find 
that most get tough laws are 
implemented during election 
years.

president Reagan’s “war 
on drugs” caused a giant leap 
in nonviolent criminals be-
ing locked up.  The “Three 
Strikes” law in our most popu-
lated state, California, was like 
pouring gasoline on the fire. 

Congress and state legis-
latures throughout the land 
would start a movement 
known as “Over criminaliza-
tion.”  it’s locking people up 
for some of the most petty of 
crimes.  Rehabilitation and low 
recidivism rates became a lost 
art.  “Lock’em up and throw 
away the key” started to be-
come more than just a saying.

president Bill Clinton decid-
ed to shift gears and incarcer-
ate at a turbo pace. He funded 
money to begin building more 
and more federal prisons to 
harbor the mass of humanity 
going through the court system 
on their way to incarceration.  

inspired by this, just about 
every governor and state leg-
islature in the nation started to 
emulate the ways of D.C. by 
building new prisons all over 
our land.

More construction, more de-
signing, more guards and mas-
sive jobs through supporting 
what would become the prison 
industrial complex. Once es-
tablished, this monster needed 
a constant flow of “fuel” (hu-
man beings incarcerated for 
long terms).  

Thus, more laws and regu-
lations to lock human beings 
behind the walls of prisons. 
During this period, California 
has built 33 prison complexes 
while building just one univer-
sity or college. This is mad-
ness!

Yes, it was race related, too.  
Go downtown to your local 
criminal court and see what 
i am talking about. Like the 
great Richard pryor would la-
ment, “i went downtown for 
justice and that’s just what 
i saw – just us!”  Go see for 
yourself.  

You will wonder where white 
criminals go for legal troubles. 
Most go free in comparison to 
blacks and Hispanics. This is 
not the ideal America. if we 
are to remain a great nation, we 
must be a good nation.

it is time to start reviewing 

all of these laws and mandato-
ry sentencing. We must begin 
to end them by the thousands. 
There are a lot of organizations 
recognizing this, but no real 
action is taking place. Let’s be-
gin to start “peeling” away at 
this gigantic rotten “apple” that 
infects our families.  

i did a poll at our last annual 
conference and found that 80 
percent of the conferees have 
or had relatives in our prison 
network.  My brothers and sis-
ters, we cannot take this any-
more. A continuance of this 
sickly state will kill our civili-
zation.

So, let me start with “the 
man in the mirror.”  i have 
committed our office to hire 
only ex-offenders during the 
next 10 years. We are encour-
aging our member companies 
to hire ex-offenders in a very 
aggressive but prudent way. 

We must not stop until most 
of these prisons we have built 
become empty and then con-
vert them to manufacturing fa-
cilities (jobs) and schools.  Let 
us not forget what brought us 
to this state of horror.  

pressure must be put on 
our elected officials. A steady 
means of employment is the 
best cure for this social plague.  
The laws must be changed or 
dropped.

There is hope. not only are 
civil rights organizations ac-
tively concerned about this 
dire situation, but so are con-
servative groups and think 
tanks such as the Koch Broth-
ers companies, The Heritage 
Foundation, The Cato institute, 
the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, etc.  

Republicans and Democrats 
are now on the same page.  As 
you read this, our Senate and 
House of Representatives are 
starting to draft samples of leg-
islation. The House is farther 
down the road.  

Coming from the House Ju-
diciary Committee are three 
champions:  Bobby Scott (D-
Va.), James Sensenbrenner 
(R-Wisc.) and Jason Chaffetz 
(R-Utah).  A staffer for the 
committee tells me that a bi-
partisan bill will be ready for 
the president to sign by the 
end of 2015.  Let’s hope for no 
“hiccups.”

They are going to delete 
many of the onerous laws and 
reduce or eliminate many sen-
tencing guidelines. Meanwhile, 
a group known as the Clem-
ency project has a mission to 
free from prison inmates who 
have done nonviolent crimes 
and showed steady and good 
behavior while incarcerated.

i pray that all of us make this 
a top issue.  Discuss over crim-
inalization everywhere you go 
and inject it into all important 
conversations.  Free our people 
and shut down the prisons!

Harry C. Alford is the co-
founder, President/CEO, of the 
National Black Chamber of 
Commerce® Visit its website: 
www.nationalbcc.org  Email 
Alford at halford@national-
bcc.org 

?Ask Alma

Friend won’t 
let go of ex

Dear Alma,
My friend is a single mother. 

Her husband left her and their 
three children to be with a younger 
woman he had been working with. 
He said the new woman was his 
soul mate. My friend was devas-
tated and i understand. it’s been 
almost a year now and she still 
continues to spiral into a deep de-
pression. 

now i can hardly recognize her.  
She had kinda let herself go before 
he left but now she’s just gone 
downhill. What’s worst is she con-
stantly talks about her ex-husband 
in the worst of ways in front of her 
children. She tells them that their 
father left because he doesn’t love 
them and she calls him names and 
lashes her anger out towards them. 

She will even post nasty things 
about him on her Facebook page, 
and i’m sure her teen daughter can 
see it. i feel sorry for her kids and 
i’m not sure what to do. How do i 
get her to understand she has got 
to get a grip and start taking care 
of her children?

Sheila, Waldorf, Md.

Hi Sheila,
i hear you and yes, i have a ho-

rizon full of advice for her bright 
as the morning sun. But, TBT, it 
doesn’t matter ‘cause she wouldn’t 
entertain this dance at dawn even 
if it knocked on the front door with 
a box of chocolates and a dozen 
long-stemmed roses. 

i mean no judgment, no shade, 
truly i understand - it’s because her 
heart is broken. While drowning 
in the pain of rejection, negativity 
is all she has to offer. The assas-
sination of her marriage has over-
whelmed her and she’s not sure 
where to go or what to do. 

When living with a broken 
heart, unwanted criticism isn’t 

welcomed. You’ll need to tread 
lightly and be creative when re-
placing her sour lemon juice with 
real cane sugar, sweet tea.

Let’s start with casual conver-
sations about parenting. Discuss 
the pain experienced by children 
seated in between an emotional 
tug of war. One parent’s critical 
comments about another are ex-
tremely hurtful for a child to en-
dure. We’d all agree, kids deserve 
limitless love and affection from 
both parents, married, separated or 
divorced. Down the road, if a mate 
turns out to be a rubbish recep-
tacle, it’s not the fault of our kids. 

Bottom line, we must love 
them, our children, more than we 
hate our ex partners. Adults adhere 
a horrible resistance to correction, 
me included, and i don’t know 
why, especially when i’m pissed. 
This will take time and can trans-
late into a meaningful support sys-
tem between friends. Be patient 
and kind, she’s hurting. There’s no 
need to fly a flag of her faults, we 
all have them and are sometimes 
blinded by our own unfiltered 
light. She has been delivered a 
traumatic blow to her very core. 
Find out if she’ll consider therapy. 

Yes, she needs to reroute her 
anger and be strong for her chil-
dren, but she can’t give what she 
doesn’t have and right now she’s 
not right with herself. She needs 
professional intervention and a 
good friend to hold her account-
able. Take her to church. Give her 
a number to reach out to social 
services. 

She has a big step to take and 
she needs your help like yesterday. 
Don’t waste another day trying 
to change her. She doesn’t need 
changing, she needs healing and 
healing the right way, takes time.

Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.
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Lanier High School teacher 
Kristen Barnes was recently rec-
ognized as the 2014 Herb Hand-
ley Outstanding New Teacher 
during the 2014 Mississippi 
Science Teachers’ Association 
(MSTA) Conference. Barnes was 
one of just six educators honored 
with an award at the statewide 
conference. She received an en-
graved plaque and paid registra-
tion to the next MSTA conven-
tion.

Barnes and several of her 
teacher colleagues from Lanier 
delivered a presentation on the 
use of Learning Stations in biol-
ogy classrooms. Teachers attend-
ing the conference took part in a 
variety of peer-led workshops in 
order to gather ideas to develop 
their science-teaching skills and 
to enhance their classrooms.

“Although only in her third 

year of teach-
ing, Barnes has 
made an excep-
tional impact 
on her students, 
colleagues, and 
school,” said 
Lanier principal 
Eric Johnson. 
“She consistent-
ly works hard to 
creatively chal-
lenge her stu-
dents. I am ex-
tremely proud of 
her accomplish-
ments which ex-
emplify the pas-
sion, dedication, 
and commitment 
that she brings 
to her class-
room every day 
at Lanier High 
School.”

Fourth grade student Taylor Bah’s 
Apple Caramel Crunch recipe was 
picked the winner of the Partnership 
for Healthy Mississippi’s recipe con-
test by Master Chef Nick Wallace of 
Jackson. The grand prize for Taylor 
and her classmates was a cooking 
demonstration of the winning recipe 
led by Chef Wallace. During the 
cooking class held November 14, 
2014, at the school, students learned 
how to prepare a healthier version of 
the winning recipe and afterwards 

enjoyed tasting their creation.
McLeod Elementary students en-

tered the Partnership for a Healthy 
Mississippi recipe contest during the 
month of October in celebration of 
Food Day. The rules of the contest 
were simple: create an apple dish 
with only a few ingredients. Teach-
ers worked with their classes to cre-
ate an original recipe. Students sub-
mitted entries and each class voted 
for one recipe that would be submit-
ted to the Partnership for Healthy 
Mississippi’s contest.

The mission of the Partnership for 
a Healthy Mississippi is to provide 
educational information and aware-
ness to combat obesity in children, 
like the organization’s Just Have a 
Ball program.

Apple Caramel Crunch
(Modified healthy version)
Plain yogurt
Pecans/peanuts
Chocolate chips
Apples
Strawberries
Marshmallows

Lanier educator 
recognized as Outstanding 
New Science Teacher

McLeod Elementary 
student creates winning 
recipe for health

Healthy recipe winner Taylor Bah (center) stands with her classmates after enjoying their grand prize of a cooking 
demonstration led by Chef Nick Wallace. Participants included (adults, from left) Claudine Blakey, principal, McLeod 
Elementary School; Constance Shelby, The Partnership for a Healthy Mississippi; Jeff Good, Mangia Bene; Glen 
Williams, MS Museum of Art; Sandra Shelson, The Partnership for a Healthy Mississippi; Chef Wallace, MS Museum 
of Art; and Ashley Smith, The Partnership for a Healthy Mississippi.

(From left) Tiffany Jefferson, Director of Montage Dance Theater and her daughter Kennedy; William Johnson, 
Davis IB Elementary School; Eriel Paymon; and Jamiea Boone, Bailey APAC Middle School

Barnes
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Students from Jackson Pub-
lic Schools performed in the 
Hinds Community College 
Montage Dance Theater’s 
production of Willie Wonka 
and the C&C Dance Choco-
late Factory. William Johnson 
of Davis IB Elementary co-
starred as the main character, 
Charlie.

Performing in supporting 
roles from JPS were Jameia 

Boone and Eriel Paymon of 
Bailey APAC Middle School. 
The performance took place 
at Hinds Community College 
at Cain-Cochran Hall.

This original production 
was created by Tiffany Jef-
ferson, director of Montage 
Dance Theater. The dance 
performance centered around 
the story of Willie Wonka. 
During the performance, five 
lucky people were given a 

tour of a dance factory and 
shown all the secrets of the 
amazing dancing candy. One 
guest won a lifetime supply of 
free dance lessons and Wonka 
chocolate. 

The modern dance adapta-
tion featured an array of di-
verse works from residential 
and legendary choreographers 
within the disciplines of bal-
let, tap, jazz, hip hop, modern, 
and acrobatics dance genres.

JPS student dancers star in 
Willie Wonka and the C & C 
Dance Chocolate Factory

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Each year, 
various so-
cial service 
organizations 
issue reports 
relating to the 
state of black 
A m e r i c a . 

While issues such as affordable 
housing, jobs, crime and chal-
lenging family dynamics are 
generally discussed, the poor 
quality of the education received 
by far too many African Ameri-
can children continues to be a fo-
cal point found in these reports.

The facts don’t lie. Accord-
ing to John Hopkins University, 
32 percent of African-American 
students drop out of high school 
nationally - 15 percentage points 
higher than their white counter-
parts. In urban school districts 
with a high concentration of 
low-income and minority stu-
dents, the gap is widened and 
graduation rates are even lower. 
According to the Schott Report 
on Black Males in Public Edu-
cation, African American males 
have the lowest graduation rates 
out of any other race in 38 of 
our nation’s 50 states, a 76 per-
cent majority. For over a decade, 
African American students have 
been the least likely to obtain a 
high school diploma out of ev-
ery racial or ethnic group in the 
United States. Additionally the 
achievement gap between Afri-
can American and white students 
has consistently grown or stayed 
stagnant nationally with white 
students outperforming their Af-
rican American peers up to 30 
points on standardized tests. Not 
only are African American stu-
dents struggling in high school, 
but are ill prepared to succeed 
in higher education. Nearly 63 
percent of African American 
students enrolled in a full-time 
four-year college institution fail 

to graduate. 
For years, we have known that 

these deficits exist in many of the 
schools in our community. And 
for years, we have put a band 
aid on the problem and talked in 
platitudes about future solutions. 
Yes, many of you offer well in-
tentioned remedies consistent 
with the memories of your own 
schooling - even though those 
days represent a faraway time 
that has long passed us by. Ad-
ditionally, many of you have re-
lied on assurances from friends 
and acquaintances who are part 
of the education system and con-
tinue to work hard in that system 
each day. Assurances of coming 
change that never comes for so 
many of our kids trapped in fail-
ing schools.

On the other hand, it is hard 
to join forces with some of your 
fellow conservative legislators 
who may be identified with edu-
cation reform. I do understand 
that you have fought with many 
of those legislators for years over 
proposed cuts to social service 
programs that provide a needed 
lifeline for many of your constit-
uents. As one of your peer col-
leagues from Mississippi said to 
me, “You need to realize that if I 
support charter schools or school 
choice, I am instantly identified 
with the enemy and viewed as a 
traitor to many of my people”.

The truth is I know that it is 
not easy to pick up the baton and 
challenge the education estab-
lishment on behalf of the kids 
not served well by that system. 

But, those challenges aside, 
enough is enough. 

Those of us who are vested 
with some measure of authority 
or influence need to take an all 
hands on deck approach to ad-
dressing the educational short-
falls within our community. As 
best we can, we need to lay aside 
the adult issues, the system pres-
ervation issues, and the tendency 
to go along to get along and start 

to truly put our kids first. 
Our new standard should be: 

will this proposal - irrespective 
of who proposed it - help our 
children learn? If the answer is 
yes, we should support it. 

Of course, this new approach 
requires something equally hard: 
taking the politics out of educa-
tion. Now is time for us to do all 
we can to take partisanship and 
party caucus prioritizing out of 
the education policy and funding 
discussion. Such partisanship 
continues to curtail the reform 
effort in many school districts 
hurt our kids. 

Rather, the example set by 
many of your peers in the Loui-
siana Black Legislative Cau-
cus is one to follow.  In recent 
years, several of those members 
have embraced bold education 
reform initiatives ranging from 
charter schools, virtual learn-
ing, common core and the state-
wide opportunity scholarship 
program.  Moreover, some of 
those same members have been 
supportive of the aggressive 
system reform efforts promoted 
by state superintendent John 
White.  Often, these Louisiana 
Black caucus members find 
themselves voting with conser-
vative colleagues with whom 
they oppose on most other is-
sues.  But, as former New Or-
leans state Senator Ann Duples-
sis says, “At some point, we 
have to come together to help 
our kids, or accept the fact that 
we will continue to lose more of 
them.”

With all of the challenges 
facing Black America, none 
is more important to our fu-
ture than the education of our 
young. As you enter your re-
spective legislative sessions in 
the New Year, I truly hope that 
that you find the way to extend 
yourselves beyond yourselves 
and build the needed alliances 
to get our kids in good schools 
now - by any means necessary. 

An open letter to 
black elected officials

A D v E r T O r i A L

By Kevin P. Chavous
Executive Counsel
American Federation for Children
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The president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the National 
Urban League on Friday used 
what has become a protest 
theme from Michael Brown’s 
death in Missouri to challenge 
Jackson State University gradu-
ates.

Marc Morial, the former New 
Orleans mayor, urged graduates 
to continue to learn, embrace 
civic responsibility and work to 
keep jobs at home.

Jackson State said it conferred 
754 graduate and undergradu-
ate degrees during Friday’s Fall 
Commencement Exercise at the 
Lee E. Williams Athletics and 
Assembly Center.

The university awarded six 

doctoral degrees in chemistry to 
four African-American women 
and two others from underrep-
resented populations in STEM 
(science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics) fields. 
Jackson State’s average of 2.1 
African-American Ph.D. gradu-
ates per year ranks second in the 
nation, the university said. Also 
among those receiving degrees 
were 24 student-athletes.

Morial, citing Ferguson, Mo., 
as well as Long Island, N.Y., 
told graduates their education 
must continue.

“How can this be in 21st Cen-
tury America,” Morial asked, 
referring to Brown and Eric 
Garner, who died after police 
put him in an illegal chokehold. 

“How can it be in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave?

“Hands up! You must learn. 
You must continue to learn 
what is needed to be proficient 
and to be excellent.

“Hands up! You must vote,” 
he said, pointing out that two-
thirds of registered voters sat 
out the recent election, leav-
ing one-third of the people 
to decide who would control 
Congress and how to spend a 
zillion-dollar federal budget.

Morial warned graduates 
against self-suppression; which 
he described as inhibiting your 
own vote by not turning out 
to vote. “This generation must 
pick up the mantle of voting 
rights again,” he said.

“Hands up! We need jobs. The 
economy is coming back. The 
economy wants people like you. 
But this is a different world, a 
different economy. People with 
chemistry and physics and biol-
ogy degrees from Jackson State 
University are now competing 
with people from India, China 
and Germany.

“We want the jobs here. We 
want our leaders to do every-
thing they can to keep the jobs 
here and not send them across 
the water,” he said.

Morial used Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s example in encourag-
ing graduates to act now, and 
not wait. He pointed out that 
King, who was assassinated at 
age 39, led the Montgomery bus 

boycott at age 26 and won the 
Nobel Peace Prize by age 35.

“You have accomplished 
much, and you don’t have to 
wait. Grab it!” Morial said.

JSU President Carolyn W. 
Meyers commended faculty, 
staff and families for spear-
heading the accomplishments 
of the graduates as they pursue 
their dreams “beyond this spe-
cial university.”

A commissioning and pin-
ning ceremony for the U.S. 
Army ROTC was held at 2 p.m. 
Friday. Col. Bradly S. MacNe-
aly of the Mississippi National 
Guard delivered the commis-
sioning address.

Meyers praised members 
of the military for their distin-

guished and meritorious service 
to the university, saying, “As 
you leave this place, you go 
with our thoughts and prayers 
as you ensure the safety of us 
all.”

Morial told graduates, for 
their generation to carry the ba-
ton, they can’t turn their backs 
on others. “You must continue 
to lift others. This is your chal-
lenge and your charge.”

In closing, Morial used a ther-
mostat and a thermometer to 
drive home his point that gradu-
ates must be agents of change.

“A thermostat controls the 
temperature in the room. A ther-
mometer measures the tempera-
ture in the room. Be a thermo-
stat! Hands Up!”

JSU commencement speaker Morial 
urges graduates to put their ‘Hands Up’

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn State University rep-
resentatives were welcomed to 
Jefferson County High School 
(JCHS) last month for the inau-
gural “Breakfast with the Braves” 
session by principal David Day 
and guidance counselors for JCHS 
Adrian Hammitte and Inez Cole-
man. Alcorn group included Dr. 
Ruth Nichols, assistant vice presi-
dent for educational and economic 
development, Beverly Adams, di-
rector of student services, School 
of Business, and the School of Ag-
riculture, Research, Extension and 
Applied Sciences representatives 
Dr. Cassandra Vaughn, university 
veterinarian, Joshua Coleman, pro-
gram field coordinator, Extension 
Program, and student Jessica Wil-
liams.

“This informative assembly in-
creases open lines of communica-
tion between Alcorn State and local 
high school students, strengthening 
the awareness of all that the univer-
sity has to offer,” said Nichols.

Vaughn added, “Many times, 
we assume that high school stu-
dents ‘just know’, through osmosis, 
about the events going on around 

them. But in reality, many of them 
know only a small percentage of 
facts about Alcorn and especially 
about its agricultural program and 
all of its wonderful facets. Heading 
out into the community for an oc-
casion like this, gives the university 
an opportunity to allow students to 
ask the important questions about 

university life, degree programs, 
sports, policies, traditions and prac-
tices. This is invaluable.”

For more information on this and 
future events designed to broaden 
the knowledge of local high school 
students about Alcorn State, con-
tact Dr. Ruth Nichols, at rnichols@
alcorn.edu, or call (601) 304-4336.

’Tis the season to be jolly, and 
student-athletes are “giving back” 
the joy they have had this semes-
ter by sending holiday cards to 
special faculty and staff members.

According to Genese A. Laval-
ais, assistant director of Athletics 
for Academics, approximately 
250 holiday greeting cards have 
been sent across the campus of 
Jackson State University to more 
than 12 different departments.

The JSU Tigers were the top 
academic performing athletic 
department in the Southwestern 
Athletic Conference with more 
than 180 student athletes with a 
3.0 GPA or higher. Each student 
athlete was given the opportunity 
to write a special message to any 
past or present faculty or staff 
member.

“It was part of a service project 
by the Student Athletic Advisory 

Committee to send 
well wishes for the 
holiday season and 
to say thank you for 
supporting them in 
their academic ca-
reer,” according to a 
statement by the Ath-
letics Academic En-
hancement Center.

“After all, without 
the support and un-
derstanding of these 
professors, instruc-
tors, faculty and staff 
members, Jackson 
State would not have 
been recognized as 
the SWAC All Aca-
demic Team.”

Many students 
sent at least one holi-
day card but some 
requested multiple 
cards.

Jackson State University 
has been awarded $50,000 
for minority teacher educa-
tion by the University of 
Pennsylvania Center for Mi-
nority Serving Institutions 
(Penn CMSI) and the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation.

The grant will be used for 
“capacity building” to sup-
port two teacher education 
programs and to assist in the 
creation of a new one, said 
Kyle W. Bray, director of 
Grants, Special Projects and 
Community Service, College 
of Education and Human De-
velopment.

“We’ve got the official 
word from them,” but have 
not yet received the funds, 
Bray said, which will hap-
pen in the spring, along with 
a site visit by the funding of-
ficials.

Overall, the funding will 
go toward the college’s Pro-
actively Addressing State 
Standards (PASS) Initiative 
aimed at increasing the pro-
portion of JSU students that 
successfully pass the PRAX-
IS/CASE teacher certifica-
tion examination.

The college had deter-
mined that the most pressing 
issue it faced was the num-
ber of students that enroll in 
teacher education programs, 
but either change to another 
program, or drop out entirely.  
A primary reason was found 
to be difficulty in passing the 

PRAXIS/CASE teacher cer-
tification examinations.

The funds will support 
the Call Me MISTER pro-
gram ($10,000), the Inter-
disciplinary Teacher Educa-
tion Course Lab or ITECL 
($10,000), and the new pro-
gram called Freshman to 
PhD ($30,000), Bray said.

Although the three pro-
grams operate independently, 
the intent of combining them 
under PASS is to offer mul-
tiple options to address the 
varying needs of students.

Call Me MISTER (Men-
tors Instructing Students To-
ward Effective Role Models) 
is in its third year at JSU. 
It was created at Clemson 
University to “increase the 
pool of available teachers 
from diverse cultures and 
backgrounds to serve eco-
nomically disadvantaged and 
educationally at-risk commu-
nities.”

The ITECL is a lab course 
for elementary education 
majors, similar in structure 
to a science lab, to improve 
teacher preparation skills for 
prospective teachers.  It is 
taught in an interdisciplinary 
setting by JSU faculty and 
K-12 public school teachers.

Freshman to PhD (FtP) is 
designed to provide a fast-
track avenue for teacher edu-
cation students to complete 
their bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctorate degrees. Hav-
ing a high degree of rigor 

and support, its intent is to 
increase the available pool of 
minority teachers and educa-
tional administrators.

Penn CMSI supports Mi-
nority Serving Institutions 
(MSIs) by bringing together 
researchers and practitioners 
from historically black col-
leges and universities (HB-
CUs), tribal colleges and 
universities, as well as His-
panic, Asian American and 
Native American and Pacific 
Islander serving institutions.  
Its goals include elevating 
the educational contribu-
tions of MSIs. ensuring that 
they are a part of national 
conversation, and bringing 
awareness to the vital role 
MSIs play in the nation’s 
economic development.

The W.K. Kellogg Foun-
dation, based in Battle 
Creek, Mich., is among the 
largest philanthropic foun-
dations in the United States. 
It works with communities 
to create conditions for vul-
nerable children so they can 
realize their full potential in 
school, work and life.

JSU will represent the 
HBCU segment of minority 
serving institutions in the 
grant, Bray said.

The other institutions 
winning the award are 
Stone Child College at Box 
Elder, Mont., California 
State University-Fresno, 
and New Mexico State Uni-
versity.

Alcorn hosts “Breakfast with the 
Braves” at Jefferson County High School

JSU student-athletes send holiday cards

JSU awarded $50K grant for 
minority teacher education

JSU President Carolyn W. Meyers welcomes Morial to Jackson State University.

Marc Morial, president and CEO of the National Urban League, challenges grad-
uates to become leaders and voters to make a difference in the 21st century. As 
commencement speaker, the former mayor of New Orleans said, “The economy 
wants people like you and … you must continue to lift others.”

While other JSU graduates bask in the celebratory moment Friday inside the 
Lee P. Williams Athletics and Assembly Center on the main campus, another 
proudly displays what her future career will entail. Photos by Charles A. Smith
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Alcorn group included Dr. Ruth Nichols, assistant vice president for educa-
tional and economic development, Beverly Adams, director of student services, 
School of Business, and the School of Agriculture, Research, Extension and Ap-
plied Sciences representatives Dr. Cassandra Vaughn, university veterinarian, 
Joshua Coleman, program field coordinator, Extension Program, and student 
Jessica Williams.

Women’s basketball student-athlete Ayanna Lynn 
delivers a holiday card to Professor Danuta Leszc-
zynska of the JSU Department of Civil and Environ-
mental Engineering to say “thank you” for her help in 
teaching athletes. PhOTO: KEiTh FENNELL, COORDiNATOR, 
STUDENT AThLETE SUPPORT SERViCES AThLETiC ACADEMiC 
ENhANCEMENT CENTER



Here we are ap-
proaching the 12 
days of Christmas 
cycle (December 
25 - January 5), so 
what tune comes 
to mind for me? 

You’ve got it! Please join me in 
singing or humming - 

The Twelve days of Christmas

On the first day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
A Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the second day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the third day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the fourth day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the fifth day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Five Golden Rings
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the sixth day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Six Geese a Laying
Five Golden Rings
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the seventh day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Seven Swans a Swimming
Six Geese a Laying
Five Golden Rings
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the eighth day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Eight Maids a Milking
Seven Swans a Swimming
Six Geese a Laying
Five Golden Rings
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the ninth day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Nine Ladies Dancing
Eight Maids a Milking
Seven Swans a Swimming
Six Geese a Laying
Five Golden Rings
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the tenth day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
Ten Lords a Leaping
Nine Ladies Dancing
Eight Maids a Milking
Seven Swans a Swimming
Six Geese a Laying
Five Golden Rings
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the eleventh day of Christ-
mas

my true love sent to me:
Eleven Pipers Piping
Ten Lords a Leaping
Nine Ladies Dancing
Eight Maids a Milking
Seven Swans a Swimming
Six Geese a Laying
Five Golden Rings
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens

Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

On the twelfth day of Christmas
my true love sent to me:
12 Drummers Drumming
Eleven Pipers Piping
Ten Lords a Leaping
Nine Ladies Dancing
Eight Maids a Milking
Seven Swans a Swimming
Six Geese a Laying
Five Golden Rings
Four Calling Birds
Three French Hens
Two Turtle Doves
and a Partridge in a Pear Tree
Many years ago, I was told that 

this simple song had a special mes-
sage or rather served as memory 
aid to help tormented Christians 
of England during the late 1500s 
to the early 1800s (particularly 
Catholics), recall significant infor-
mation about their faith because 
they could be put to death if they 
practiced it openly. Here is how the 
code was said to be transmitted -

The “true love” mentioned in the 
song refers to God while the other 
objects identified mean:

Partridge in a Pear Tree = Jesus 
Christ, Son of God

2 Turtle Doves = The Old and 
New Testaments

3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and 
Charity, the Theological Virtues

4 Calling Birds = the Four Gos-
pels and/or the Four Evangelists

5 Golden Rings = The first Five 
Books of the Old Testament, the 
“Pentateuch”, which gives the his-
tory of man’s fall from grace.

6 Geese A-laying = the six days 
of creation

7 Swans A-swimming = the 
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the 
seven sacraments

8 Maids A-milking = the eight 
Beatitudes

9 Ladies Dancing = the nine 
Fruits of the Holy Spirit

10 Lords A-leaping = the Ten 
Commandments

11 Pipers Piping = the eleven 
faithful apostles

12 Drummers Drumming = the 
twelve points of doctrine in the 
Apostle’s Creed

Many of you may have been 
given this same information at 
some point in your life and may 
or may not agree with it and that’s 
okay.  As December 25, one of the 
holiness days of the year, makes it 
arrival, remember Jesus in his in-
fancy, celebrate Him as our Savior, 
and always rejoice in the love of 
our Heavenly Father.  Don’t just 
stop there. Tell others of this mirac-
ulous being who is truly our King 
of Kings. 

Of course, I have chosen to end 
with a statement that I have shared 
with you countless times before 
but, this time with a little twist.  
Just think of how proud God is of 
us when we tell others about Him 
(in words, song, music, actions).  

Unlike times of old, you can do 
this anywhere you are and with ev-
erything that you do.  You can be 
a messenger who is prepared to 
offer the gift of a new life to those 
you love, especially during this 
wonderful season of deliverance.  
Your daily walk can be a transition 
that gets you and those around you 
closer to the Lord and, what better 
time to start than this glorious holi-
day season.

The Mississippi Link, a messen-
ger for news in and around the state 
of Mississippi, would like to serve 
as your personal messenger to 
share your good news with others.

Remember the verse that I often 
share with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God 

Contact Daphne M. Higgins at 
religion@mississippilink.com. Fax 
601-896-0091 or mail your infor-
mation to The Mississippi Link, 
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, 
MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

The perfect gift

Saint James Holiness Brunch

Now, after 
Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the 
days of Herod 
the king, be-
hold, wise men 

from the East came to Jeru-
salem, saying, “Where is He 
who has been born King of 
the Jews?  For we have seen 
His star in the East and have 
come to worship Him.  (Mat-
thew 2:1-2)

The wise men from the east 
came in search of the King of 
the Jews.  They came to search 
for the Child that the Prophet 
Isaiah was speaking of as ref-
erenced here:  For unto us a 
Child is born; unto us a Son is 
given; and the government will 
be upon His shoulder. And His 
name will be called Wonder-
ful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace  (Isaiah 9:6). They came 
to search for the Messiah that 
God promised to give to the 
world.

Now, let us reflect - “For 
God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life. (John 3:16)

Here God sets the pattern of 
true love to the world, and the 
true meaning for what Christ-
mas really means.  God gave 
to the world the perfect “gift” 
when He gave His only be-
gotten Son, who was born in 
Bethlehem, wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, and he was laid 
in a manger.  Despite popular 
Christmas card pictures, the 
surroundings were dark and 
dirty.  You would have never 
expected a manger to be the 
birthplace for the Messiah and 
King to be born. 

The Jews thought their 
promised messiah would be 
born in royal surroundings.  
But, however, the little baby 
Jesus was born in adversity 
and challenges.  We should 
not limit God by our expec-
tations.  Sometimes our ex-
pectations of God are so low. 
Even with so much going on 
in the world today, God is still 
at work working things out 
for a greater good.  When we 
take the limits off God, we can 
expect greater things from a 
greater God.

This Christmas, during the 
hustle and bustle, many will be 
trying to find the perfect “gift” 
to give to someone they love.  
Many will be trying to find the 
perfect “gift” to place under 
the Christmas tree.  I want to 
share with you today, that the 
perfect “gift” has already been 
given to all.  He came some 
two-thousand years ago today, 
born in a manger, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes.  This tiny, 
helpless baby lived an amaz-
ing life, died for us, ascended 
to heaven, and will come back 
to this earth as King of kings.

If you really want to give 
the perfect “gift” this Christ-
mas, give the “gift” of love.  
The same “gift” that was given 
to the world, is the same “gift” 
given to all.  

The “gift” you have to give 
is priceless.  The “gift” you 
have to give is unique.  The 
“gift” you have to give, there 
is no other like it.  You cannot 
find this “gift” in any stores 
or in any shopping centers.  
You cannot find this “gift” by 
searching the web.  The “gift” 
you have to give can only be 
un-wrapped by you.  When 
you discover the “gift” God 

has given you, you will then 
discover the things you never 
thought you could do.  Cele-
brate this Christmas season by 
knowing that the perfect “gift” 
is not found under a Christmas 
tree, it is found in you.  

If the tiny, helpless baby 
Jesus lived an amazing life, 
think about the amazing things 
you can do in your life, when 
you discover the “gift” God 
has given you.  “For He who is 
in you is greater than he who 
is in the world.” (1Jn. 4:4)  

Stop limiting God by your 
expectations, for you are only 
limiting yourself.  Live your 
life with greater “expectancy” 
from God.

Bishop James E. Griffin, is 
the senior pastor of New Be-
ginnings Christian Fellow-
ship, 2920 Hwy 468., Pearl.  
He and wife, Juanita, are 
the parents of four children: 
Christopher Terrell, James 
Sterlen, Jamya Alexus and 
John Isaac. Services include 
Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m.  
and Wednesday Night Bible 
Study 6:30 p.m.  For more in-
formation about New Begin-
nings or to speak with the pas-
tor, call 601-932-4444.

Saint James Deliverance Min-
istries, 48 Church Street, Durant, 
recently celebrated its annual 
Holiday Holiness Brunch. The 
event is a fellowship that focuses 
on the spiritual, physical and 
professional Christian woman.

First Lady Carolyn Riley pre-
sented a powerful message on 
the Spiritual Woman. Daphne 
Higgins of C. Alexander En-
hancement Services, and the re-
ligion editor of The Mississippi 
Link Newspaper; conducted 
workshops on” Polishing and 
Perfecting Your Image.” In addi-
tion, C. Rochelle Culp with the 
Mississippi Tobacco-Free Coali-
tion of Madison, Yazoo and Hol-
mes Counties facilitated a ses-
sion on tobacco users quit styles. 
She provided ways on how to 
recognize quit styles with tools 
and tips to help tobacco users 
win the battle over tobacco.

The brunch encompassed oth-
er activities including Christmas 
bible trivia, Christmas carols, 
and door prizes.

James Riley is the pastor.

First Lady Carolyn Riley, Charence Higgins, Daphne Higgins and C. Rochelle Culp

Ladies present during the annual Holiday Holiness Brunch sponsored by Saint James Deliverance Ministries of Durant

N E w S  f R o M  T H E  w o R d

R E i g N i N g  A N N o u N c E M E N T S
College Hill M. B. Church, 1400 Florence Ave., Jackson, will host its an-
nual Children’s Christmas Program on Sunday, December 21, at 8:30 a.m.  
It will be followed by the Music Ministry’s Christmas Cantata at 10 a.m. For 
more information call 601.355.2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is pastor.

The 30th Annual Stellar Music Awards voting is open to the public 
through December 30.  The public’s vote will determine the projects/people 
that move on to become the Stellar Awards Nominees. Those casting bal-
lots may vote for only one artist in each category. However, three votes per 
household are allowed. There are 27 categories to choose from and among 
that number, at least ten of them include a Mississippi artist or company. To 
vote go to the Stellar Awards website at http://www.thestellarawards.com/
index.html or type into your browser: https://www.balloteer.com/bp/nphball
otdisplaym?&electionid=2847980142749439&tid=1417593924
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By Bishop. James Griffin
Guest Writer
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God is number 
one in my life.  Is 
He number one 
in your life?  If 
you will let Him 
be number one in 
your life, He will 

use you to the best advantage He 
can and you will be happy work-
ing for Him.  Then, someday He 
will reward you in a greater way 
you than you can imagine.

God will not cut you short 
on wages or cheat you out of a 
crown.  He will give you a crown 
of life, not one that is corruptible 
like the ones they give in the 
Olympic races and other compe-
titions.

Second Timothy 4:8 says, 
“Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a Crown of Righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the Righ-
teous Judge, shall give me at 
that day.”  God plans a full life 
for us.  Praise God!  Let us ex-
alt Him, love Him and serve 
Him; then, He will reward us.  
God will never disappoint His 
people.  God is so good to come 
to our rescue when no one else 
is around.  I believe He sends 
guardian angels to help us, and 
He sends people to help us in a 
timely manner.  You may need 
help in a desperate way.  You 
may not be able to go through or 
meet a certain situation; yet, God 
will send someone to help you 
through the dilemma.  God will 
send you encouragement when 
you need it.  He will send you 
strength, finances, or whatever 
you may need.  You may not get 
everything you want, but God 
will give you everything you 
need.  God is interested in you.

My friend, you ought to en-
courage others to seek the Lord 
with all their heart.  Let us go all 
the way with God.  Going all the 
way is better than going halfway.  
That half way business does not 
offer much satisfaction and it 
will not take you to Heaven. 

When you get saved, expect to 
finish the race.  When you bow 
at an altar of prayer, expect to 
repent wholeheartedly.  Instead 

of cutting back on sin a 
little at a time, you may 
as well do it once and 
for all.  God wants you 
to measure up from the 
start.  God said to live 
temperate lives.  Live for 
God and serve Him.  I 
want you to be encour-
aged in the Lord.  God’s 
wisdom is great.

A child of God wants to 
learn more and he wants 
to be a better Christian.  
He wants to have more 
mercy and patience with 
people.  The Lord will 
help you.  His grace is 
sufficient.

God has only one way.  
There is only one way to 
salvation.  Jesus said, “I 
am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life:  no man 
cometh unto the Father, 
but by Me” (John 14:6).   
How can you know the 
way?  God will make it 
plain to you.  He does not 
make the way so cloudy 
that you cannot find it.  
The doctrines of the Bi-
ble become plainer when 
you say yes to God.

The Bible lets us know 
that he who does the Will 
of God shall know the 
Truth.  Those who are 
willing to walk in the 
light will eat the good of 
the land.  God has good 
things for His people.  
Praise the Lord!  He cares 
about you.  May the Lord 
bless you.

Rev. Simeon R. Green 
III is pastor of Joynes 
Road Church of God, 31 
Joynes Road, Hampton 
VA 23669. He is married 
to Velma L. Green. He 
honorably served in the 
U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of 
God, Anderson, Ind. He 
serves as chairman of the 
Southeastern Association 
of The Church of God, 
Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of December 18

1.	 Say	Yes		 	 	 Michelle	Williams	Featuring	Beyonce	and	Kelly	Rowland
2.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
3.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
4.	 I	Will	Trust	 	 	 Fred	Hammond
5.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
6.	 I	Am		 	 	 	 Jason	Nelson
7.	 Fill	Me	Up	 	 	 Casey	J
8.	 No	Greater	Love	 	 Smokie	Norful
9.	 Bless	Me	 	 	 J.J.	Hairston	&	Youthful	Praise	Featuring	Donnie	McClurkin
10.	 Beautiful	Day	 	 	 Jamie	Grace

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

It’s the most 
wonderful time 
of the year or so 
the well-known 
song by crooner 
Johnny Mathis 
would have you 

think.  For some people, the holi-
days are not the most wonderful 
time of the year.   They are actu-
ally the worst.    Statistics prove 
that there is a disturbing increase 
in cases of domestic violence and 
suicide during the holidays.

Why all of this strife when 
we are supposed to be celebrat-
ing the joyous birth of Christ? 
One simple word:  entitlement. 
I know some of you thought I’d 
write loneliness. But that’s not 
the issue as I see it.  Keep in mind 
that I’m only seeing the issue 
through the eyes of someone who 
also struggles with entitlement.  

What exactly do I mean by 
entitlement? The dictionary says 
that entitlement is the belief that 
“I deserve of certain privileges.”   
As humans, it’s only natural that 
we would expect certain things 
based on the effort we make. 

Expectations can dangerously 
become entitlement when there is 
not enough gratitude to balance 
them out. However, entitlement 
is rooted in a belief that “I get 
certain things because I deserve 
them”…and for no other reason.   

Expectation is to look forward 
to something with hope; entitle-
ment is believing that it’s sup-
posed to be happen. Entitlement 
is a reflection of pride that if it 
goes unchecked can lead to ar-
rogance.

I think that part of the vicious-
ness we see in the most recent 
midterm elections is rooted in the 

belief by some that they are “sup-
posed” to be elected officials.

A few weeks ago, I had a dis-
cussion with some of my stu-
dents about this same issue. They 
wanted to argue with me about 
a policy where I excuse missed 
assignments. The fact is that the 
policy was not something I was 
required to do but one I did be-
cause I wanted to show them 
“grace.”

College students being college 
students, they acted like I was be-
ing unfair because I didn’t excuse 
more. I didn’t expect them to fall 
on their knees in gratitude, but I 
admit that I got a little frustrated 
because I felt that they didn’t ap-
preciate my efforts. Just as soon 
as I thought this, God reminded 
me of how I sometimes treat his 
grace the same way. God had to 
remind me of the times when I 
showed little gratitude and also 
acted like what he’d blessed me 
with was somehow not enough.

1 Timothy 6:5-6 says, “These 
people think religion is supposed 
to make you rich. And religion 
does make your life rich, by mak-
ing you content with what you 
have.” Being content with what 
you have and gracefully antici-
pating continued God’s blessings 
can help you keep from fall-
ing into the entitlement trap this 
Christmas Season. Especially 
during these difficult economic 
times, we could benefit by apply-
ing these words to our lives. 

Merry Christmas!
Shewanda Riley is the author 

of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.com 

Avoiding the 
entitlement trap

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E D

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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putting God first
By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:
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CLASSIFIED
Property and Casualty Companies

Abstract of the Annual Statement
as of

December 31, 2013
of

Total Assets 70,672,564

Lyndon Southern Insurance Company

Jacksonville
FL

32231-4130

Assets
$

Surplus Funds 27,992,383

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 70,672,564
Total Capital and Surplus 30,992,383

Total Liabilities 39,680,181
Capital Stock 3,000,000

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$
$

$
$

$

P. O. Box 44130

Commissioner of Insurance
10051
0400053

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link

Property and Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of
December 31, 2013

of

Total Assets 60,595,601

Madison Insurance Company

Columbia
SC

29212

Assets
$

Surplus Funds 224,468

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 60,595,602
Total Capital and Surplus 1,724,468

Total Liabilities 58,871,134
Capital Stock 1,500,000

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$
$

$
$

$

One Harbison Way, Ste 115

Commissioner of Insurance
10702
1100016

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link

Life, Health and Accident Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of
December 31, 2013

of

Surplus Funds 65,881,630

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 244,038,600
Total Capital and Surplus 71,521,630

Total Liabilities 172,516,970

Total Assets 244,038,600

Loyal American Life Insurance Company

Austin
TX

78755-9004

Capital Stock 5,640,000

Assets

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$

$
$

$
$

$

P.O. Box 559004

Commissioner of Insurance
65722
7700318 LI

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link

Property and Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of
December 31, 2013

of

Total Assets 214,551,180

LUBA Casualty Insurance Company

Baton Rouge
LA

70898-9082

Assets
$

Surplus Funds 71,539,855

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 214,551,180
Total Capital and Surplus 74,039,855

Total Liabilities 140,511,325
Capital Stock 2,500,000

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$
$

$
$

$

Post Office Box 98082

Commissioner of Insurance
12472
0900014

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link

Property and Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of
December 31, 2013

of

Total Assets 185,655,498

Louisiana Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company

Baton Rouge
LA

70895-9005

Assets
$

Surplus Funds 99,358,209

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 185,655,498
Total Capital and Surplus 99,358,209

Total Liabilities 86,297,289
Capital Stock 0

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$
$

$
$

$

P O Box 95005

Commissioner of Insurance
14427
1200021

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link

Life, Health and Accident Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of
December 31, 2013

of

Surplus Funds 5,055,588

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 9,034,282
Total Capital and Surplus 7,847,894

Total Liabilities 1,186,388

Total Assets 9,034,282

Longevity Insurance Company

New York
NY

10036

Capital Stock 2,792,306

Assets

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$

$
$

$
$

$

1585 Broadway, 4th Floor

Commissioner of Insurance
68446
7700367 LI

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link
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Property and Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of
December 31, 2013

of

Total Assets 295,871,711

Lumbermen's Underwriting Alliance

Boca Raton
FL

33431-7303

Assets
$

Surplus Funds 50,580,856

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 295,871,711
Total Capital and Surplus 50,580,856

Total Liabilities 245,290,855
Capital Stock 0

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$
$

$
$

$

1905 N.W. Corporate Blvd.

Commissioner of Insurance
23108
7700812

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link

Property and Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of
December 31, 2013

of

Total Assets 365,366,864

Lyndon Property Insurance Company

Suite 400
St. Louis

MO
63017

Assets
$

Surplus Funds 142,597,978

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 365,366,864
Total Capital and Surplus 146,597,978

Total Liabilities 218,768,886
Capital Stock 4,000,000

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$
$

$
$

$

14755 North Outer Forty Drive

Commissioner of Insurance
35769
7900046

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link

Property and Casualty Companies
Abstract of the Annual Statement

as of
December 31, 2013

of

Total Assets 2,847,544

Louisiana Pest Control Insurance Company

Baton Rouge
LA

70898

Assets
$

Surplus Funds 1,586,624

Total Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds 2,847,544
Total Capital and Surplus 2,786,624

Total Liabilities 60,920
Capital Stock 1,200,000

Liabilities, Surplus and Other Funds

$
$

$
$

$

P.O. Box 80663

Commissioner of Insurance
22900
9600030

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct abstract of the statement of the above-name 
company filed with the Mississippi Insurance Department showing the condition of said 

company on December 31, 2013

Mississippi Insurance Department

The Mississippi  Link

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

pUblic nOTicE

rUrAl ArEAs prOGrAm (5311)  
EnHAncED mObiliTY OF sEniOrs & inDiViDUAls WiTH 

DisAbiliTiEs prOGrAm (5310)
TrAnspOrTA i iOn ApplicATiOns

The Mississippi Department of Transportation (MOOT) is solicit-
ing applications for the following Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) formula grant transportation programs through the Public 
Transit Division:

 Section 5311 Rural Areas Program

 Eligible applicants include Stale and local governmental authori-
ties, Indian Tribes,-private non-profit organizations, and private 
operators of public transportation services under special con-
tractual arrangements. Although an applicant’s proposal may 
target specific client groups, services for the general public must 
be included. Applicants are reminded that participation in a local 
coordinated planning process must also be clearly documented. 
Consequently, projects must be derived from an approved local 
Human Service Public Transportation Coordination Plan.

 This program funds general public, job access and reverse com-
mute and certain intercity bus transportation services in areas 
with less than 50,000 in population. Approximately $13,000,000 
in FTA funds are expected to be available for capital, operating, 
planning and administration expenses that may support general 
public, job access and reverse commute and intercity transpor-
tation services. These funds will be made available based upon 
Mining Ahead for Progress in the 21” Century (MAP-21) federal 
appropriations. MDOT will also to the greatest extent utilize any 
available older 5311 Safe Affordable Flexible Transportation Eq-
uity Act-A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) funds to fund proj-
ects.

 A job access and reverse commute project is defined as a 
transportation project that may provide planning, capital and/
or operating costs of services designed to transport welfare re-
cipients and eligible low-income individuals to and from jobs and 
activities related to their employment”. This may include projects 
that involve trips to and from urbanized areas or rural areas to 
suburban employment locations.

 Intercity transportation services may include rural and small ur-
ban areas. Eligible intercity bus activities include planning and 
marketing for intercity bus transportation, capital, some oper-
ating cost and coordination of rural connections between rural 
transit projects and intercity carriers.

 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabili-
ties Program (Rural, Small Urban and City of Jackson Urbanized 
Area)

 This program provides funds for private non-profit organizations 
to implement services mat:

 1) serve the special needs of transit-dependent populations be-
yond traditional public transportation service, where public trans-
portation is insufficient, inappropriate, or unavailable: 2) exceed 
the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); 
3) improve access to fixed route service and decrease reliance 
on complementary paratransit; and 4) are alternatives to public 
transportation. Capital and operating awards will be provided 
from approximately $1,700,000 in federal funds made available 
for rural (Less than 50,000 in population) and small urban areas 
(50,000 - 199,999 in population) City of Jackson Urbanized Area 
(Over 200.000 in population) by the Federal Transit Administra-
tion (FTA). These funds will be made available from MAP-21 
funding appropriations. MDOT will also to the greatest extent 
utilize any available older 5310 SAFETEA-LU to fund projects.

 Eligible applicants include private non-profit organizations or 
public bodies that coordinate services for seniors and individuals 
with disabilities. Applicants must document that they can provide 
the local match required for all capital and operating costs. Local 
match funds may be derived from state, local or certain other 
federal funds. Projects must be included in a locally developed 
coordinated plan.

 Applicants wishing to apply for funding via this announcement 
must submit a written request for an application package. This 
request may be sent to us by regular mail, fax, or email. Applica-
tions for the 5311 program must be received in our office by 5:00 
p.m. on March 6, 2015 and the 5310 profnuB by Marcb 27,2015.

 It is the policy of the MDOT and the FTA that no persons or 
groups shall, on the grounds of race, color, creed, national ori-
gin, sex, age, or disability be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under 
any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.

 For more information about these programs and the respec-
tive application process, please contact Shirley Wilson Director, 
Public Transit Division, Mississippi Department of Transportation 
at P. 0. Box 1850, Mail Code 61-01, Jackson, MS 39215-1850 or 
by telephone at (601) 359-7800, by fax at (601) 359-7777, or by 
email at swilson@mdot.ms.gov.

 The Public Transit Division has scheduled a 5311 and 5310 ap-
plication workshop on January 14, 2015 for all perspective appli-
cants at the JSU Mississippi E-Center located at 1230 Raymond 
Rd, Jackson, MS 39204. All attendees are requested to register-
for the workshop on or before January 7, 2015. The registra-
tion form is located on the MDOT website at http://mdot.ms.gov/
portal/Public Transit.aspx. Registration forms may be submitted 
via email to devans@mdot.ms.gov, faxed or mailed to the above 
address and number. The workshops will begin at 9:00 a.m. and 
will include discussions of each formula grant program as well as 
the local coordinated planning requirements. 

12/18/14, 12/25/14
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nOTicE TO biDDErs
city of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the 
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for 
the following:

74507-012715 – Twelve Month Supply of Asphaltic Pavement Materials

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

 The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms can 
be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, 
Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are filed with 
the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular 
Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

 The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

 The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the low-
est total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior 
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

12/18/14, 12/25/14
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cAncEllATiOn nOTicE OF pUblic HEArinG

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES THAT A PUBLIC 
HEARING SET FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2014 AT 2:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI 39201 TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED RENAMING OF BATTLEFIELD 
PARK, LOCATED AT 953 PORTER STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39204, 
CHANGING THE EXISTING NAME TO CHOKWE LUMUMBA PARK IS HEREBY 
CANCELLED 

12/18/14
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nOTicE TO biDDErs
city of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, January 13, 2015, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the 
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for 
the following:

91511-01131524 Months of Providing DJ & Entertainment Services

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the right to 
waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards will be made 
to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifica-
tions.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total 
cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be consid-
ered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior to adver-
tising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, 
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal 

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

12/11/14, 12/18/14
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nOTicE OF pUblic HEArinG OF THE
JAcksOn HisTOric prEsErVATiOn cOmmissiOn

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUB-
LIC ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2015, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACK-
SON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 
SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. OLD BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2014-17, REQUEST BY: ELIZABETH BATTON TO BUILD A CARPORT 
ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1505 MYRTLE ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC 
DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2014-30, REQUEST BY: JACKSON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
TO DEMOLISH A STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 311-315 N. FARISH ST. IN THE FAR-
ISH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT.

3. CASE NO. 2014-31, REQUEST BY: JACKSON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
TO STABILIZE A STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 318 N. FARISH ST. IN THE FARISH 
STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT.

4. CASE NO. 2014-32, REQUEST BY: JACKSON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
TO DEMOLISH A STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 324-334 N. FARISH ST. IN THE FAR-
ISH STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT.

5. CASE NO. 2014-33, REQUEST BY: ANDREW NAVOY TO DEMOLISH AND RE-
BUILD A SHED LOCATED AT 1337 GREYMONT AVE. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTOR-
IC DISTRICT.

6. CASE NO. 2014-34, REQUEST BY: CHARLES AND ELIZABETH ALLEY (APPLI-
CANT: JEFF SEABOLD) TO ADD AN ADDITION LOCATED AT 1317 LINDEN PL. IN 
THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

7. CASE NO. 2014-35, REQUEST BY: LAURIN STENNIS (APPLICANT: JOHN WEAV-
ER) TO ADD A SCREENED PORCH AND OTHER EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS LO-
CATED AT 1024 PINEHURST ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

8. CASE NO. 2014-36, REQUEST BY: KATHY YEE TO INSTALL NEW WINDOWS 
ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1842 ST. MARY ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC 
DISTRICT.

B. CURRENT BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-01, REQUEST BY: ALVIN & A.E. FAGAON TO DEMOLISH A MIS-
SISSIPPI LANDMARK STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 846 N. PRESIDENT ST. 

2. CASE NO. 2015-02, REQUEST BY: YMCA TO BUILD A GREEN HOUSE STRUC-
TURE LOCATED AT 806 N. FARISH ST. IN THE FARISH STREET HISTORIC DIS-
TRICT.

II. OTHER ITEMS

III. ADJOURN
12/18/14, 12/25/14
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city of Jackson, mississippi
specifications for legal publications 2015

Scope
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (hereinafter “City of Jackson”) seeks competitive bids 
for the City’s annual contract for legal publication.

Bidder Requirements
Sealed bids will be received in the City Clerk’s office at City Hall in the City of Jackson 
until 3:30 P.M., Tuesday December 23, 2014.  Each bidder shall submit an original and 
two (2) copies of the bid form.  All submitted bids should be sealed and plainly marked 
“Bid for Legal Publication” on the outside of the envelope.

Each bidder is responsible for documenting its bid with the necessary attachments evi-
dencing its qualifications and compliance with all relevant criteria set forth in Section 
13-3-31 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.

The bidder shall include the bid form produced by the City of Jackson.  The bid form 
must be signed by an authorized representative.  Failure to include the required bid 
form and signatures from authorized representatives will result in the bid being rejected.

In addition to the bid form, each bidder shall submit documentation of general circulation 
within the City of Jackson, as evidence of the criteria set forth in Section 13-3-31 of the 
Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.

Bid Price
Bidder shall quote a per word rate of one hundred word advertisement to the nearest 
one millionth of a dollar, e.g. 0.999999.  The quoted per word rate will be for a first, 
second, and third publication.  Bidders shall also include a flat rate for supplying a proof 
of publication.

All prices quoted shall be firm and fixed for the specified contract period.  The bid will be 
used for the period of January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015.

Term of the Agreement
The term of the agreement is for a one year period: January 5, 2015 through Decem-
ber 31, 2015.  The publications will be made on an as needed basis.  The method of 
requesting ads shall be by email.  Items that cannot be emailed will be faxed from the 
City of Jackson to the awarded bidder of legal publications for 2015.

Award
The determination of the low bidder will be used on a “per word” rate, of a one hundred 
word advertisement, published three (3) times and a single proof of publication.  The 
quoted per word rate will be for a first, second, and third publication, and evaluated to 
the nearest one millionth of a dollar (e.g., $0.999999).

Order of Communications
All questions shall be in written format.  Written responses to the questions submitted 
shall be issued.  Bidder questions and responses will be made a part of the bid file.

All questions regarding the Specifications for Legal Publications 2015 should be for-
warded, by U.S. mail, to Kristi Moore, City Clerk, City of Jackson, P.O. Box 17, 219 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, or by email to kristimi@city.jack-
son.ms.us.

12/18/14

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange
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DEpArTmEnT OF FinAncE AnD ADminisTrATiOn
bUrEAU OF bUilDinG, GrOUnDs AnD

rEAl prOpErTY mAnAGEmEnT
JAcksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/15/2015 , for:

RE: GS# 371-138 MS Crafts Center Repairs (Rebid)
 Department of Finance and Administration

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

Professional: Durrell Design Group, PLLC 
Address:     Post Office Box 13471
  Jackson, Mississippi 39236-3471
Phone:  601-622-2786
Email:                   gdurrell@durrelldesigngroup.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not 
be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

12/11/14, 12/18/14
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Satellite TV Difference

FALL HUNTING SALE
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
American Made Safe
•12 Gun Safe...$39900

•18 Gun Safe...$54900

•24 Gun Safe...$64900

Factory Model Closeout
75 Minute Fire Rating•Door Accessory Panel

• 17 Gun Safe...$69900

• 25 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$119900

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

2014 Year Model Closeout • Factory Discontinued Models
Scratched and Dented Safes

FALL HUNTING SALE
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
American Made Safe
•12 Gun Safe...$39900

•18 Gun Safe...$54900

•24 Gun Safe...$64900

Factory Model Closeout
75 Minute Fire Rating•Door Accessory Panel

• 17 Gun Safe...$69900

• 25 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$119900

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

2014 Year Model Closeout • Factory Discontinued Models
Scratched and Dented Safes

FALL HUNTING SALE
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
American Made Safe
•12 Gun Safe...$39900

•18 Gun Safe...$54900

•24 Gun Safe...$64900

Factory Model Closeout
75 Minute Fire Rating•Door Accessory Panel

• 17 Gun Safe...$69900

• 25 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$119900

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

2014 Year Model Closeout • Factory Discontinued Models
Scratched and Dented Safes
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Discount Gun Safe

Uterine/Fibroid

CANCER ALERT!
If you or a loved one had a 

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by 
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed with 

abdominal or pelvic cancer,
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
McComb, MS 800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery!
Free Background Information Available Upon Request.

Uterine/Fibroid

CANCER ALERT!
If you or a loved one had a 

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by 
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed with 

abdominal or pelvic cancer,
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
McComb, MS 800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery!
Free Background Information Available Upon Request.

Uterine/Fibroid

CANCER ALERT!
If you or a loved one had a 

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by 
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed with 

abdominal or pelvic cancer,
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
McComb, MS 800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery!
Free Background Information Available Upon Request.

Thomas Brock, Attorney
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AnnOUncEmEnT

The City Clerk’s Office will be open 
the week of December 22, 2014 – 
December 27, 2014 for Voter Regis-
tration between the hours 8:00 a.m. 
– 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, Decem-
ber 27, 2014 at 8:00 a.m.–12:00 
(noon) to be eligible to vote on 
January 27, 2014 Municipal Ward 3 
Special Election. 
 
Voter Registration deadline for the 
upcoming Municipal Ward 3 Spe-
cial Election is Saturday, December 
27, 2014 at 12:00 Noon.
 
The last day to vote by absentee 
ballot is Saturday, January 24, 
2014 at 12:00 (noon).  To accom-
modate the absentee voting pro-
cess The City Clerk’s Office will 
be open on Saturday, January 17, 
2014 at 8:00 a.m.–12:00 (noon) 
and Saturday, January 24, 2014 at 
8:00 a.m.–12:00 (noon).

12/18/14, 12/25/14, 1/1/15
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THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI RESPECTFULLY GIVES NOTICE TO THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC THAT TWO EMPLOYEES FOR THE CITY OF JACKSON, MIS-
SISSIPPI HAVE APPLIED FOR HOMEBUYER ASSISTANCE FUNDS UNDER THE 
CITY FEDERAL HOUSING PROGRAM.  THIS PUBLIC NOTICE IS MADE IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH FEDERAL PROVISION 24 CFR 92.356 (a)(d)(e)

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY OF JACKSON DE-
PARTMENT OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, OFFICE OF HOUSING AND COM-
MUNITY DEVELOPMENT AT (601) 960-1156.  ATTENTION: KIMBERLY STAMPS

12/18/14



AVIATION MANUFACTURING
CAREERS - Get trained as FAA certified
Aviation Technician. Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. Call AIM 866-367-2510.
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Begin a career in Billing, Coding and
Insurance processing! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training at Bryan
University gets you ready! HS
Diploma/GED and Computer/Internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

BE YOUR OWN BOSS! PT/FT - No
Experience Needed. Training Provided,
Not MLM, No Cold Calling. Earn Up To
$5,000 per Month! Set Your Own Hours.

Schedule Your Interview at
www.bizpro125.com

DRIVER - CDL/A
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days
and start driving with KLLM!

• No out of pocket tuition cost and
CLASSES START EVERY MONDAY!
6 Day Refresher Course Available.

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllmdrivingacademy.com 
DRIVERS: Owner Operators and
experienced OTR drivers needed for
expanding fleet. Call USA Truck today.
866-545-0078.

OWN YOUR OWN TRUCK! Best Lease
Purchase Deal in the Country! • You can
earn over $150,000 per year • No Credit
Check • Late-model Freightlinert
Columbia • Low Truck Payment. Call
(866) 898-6777 to talk to a recruiter.
Apply now online @ www.joincrst.com

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS?
Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. A+
rating with the BBB. Call 1-800-675-
1156.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV! Act Now $19.99/month. Free
3-months of HBO, Starz, SHOWTIME &
CINEMAX. FREE GENIE/DVR Upgrade!
2014 NFL Sunday Ticket included with
Select Packages. New customers only. IV
Support Holdings LLC - an authorized
DirecTV dealer. 1-800-215-6713.
DISH TV Retailer - SAVE! Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 months). FREE pre-
mium movie channels. FREE equipment,
installation and activation. CALL AND
COMPARE LOCAL DEALS. 1-800-319-
2526.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-522-
9068.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE. Place your ad
in over 100 newspapers at one low price.
Call MS Press at 601-981-3060.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-
3616.

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS and Walk-In Tubs. Warranty with
service. Great prices. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB. 1-
8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com
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25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

15%

For More Info Call Ken at SFG

601-540-4500
Guarantees are subject to the claims paying ability of the insur-
ance company. Surrender of contract may be subject to surrender
charges or market value adjustments. Product not available in all
states.

Learn the safe and secure way to earn stock
market linked returns without market risk to

your principle.

CD or IRA
Coming Due?

First Year Guarantee!

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.

Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.
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Fill your heart with jolly cheer
And visit Santa to say that you’ve been nice all year!

Decorate cookies and play in the SNOW,
while you listen to seasonal tunes & sip on hot cocoa!

$10 PER PERSON & FREE FOR MCM MEMBERS

This project is partially funded by the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau.

GARDEN GLOW

Fill your heart with jolly cheer
And visit Santa to say that you’ve been nice all year!

Decorate cookies and play in the SNOW,
while you listen to seasonal tunes & sip on hot cocoa!

$10 PER PERSON & FREE FOR MCM MEMBERS

This project is partially funded by the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau.

GARDEN GLOW
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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AIRBAG INJURY HOTLINE
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-881-7755

THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL
Lexington, MS

Free background information available upon request.

If you or a loved one has been injured as a result of an airbag, you may
be entitled to compensation.

Vehicles that may be affected include Toyota, Honda, Nissan, Ford,
Dodge, BMW, Acura, Subaru and others.

This is a partial list of vehicles only. 

Call today for a FREE consultation!
The fact that you previously received compensation for your auto accident does not prevent you

from filing your DEFECTIVE AIRBAG claim.
There is no fee unless we collect for you!
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Lexington, MS
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If you or a loved one has been injured as a result of an airbag, you may
be entitled to compensation.
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Dodge, BMW, Acura, Subaru and others.
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There is no fee unless we collect for you!
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Lexington, MS

Free background information available upon request.

If you or a loved one has been injured as a result of an airbag, you may
be entitled to compensation.

Vehicles that may be affected include Toyota, Honda, Nissan, Ford,
Dodge, BMW, Acura, Subaru and others.
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Call today for a FREE consultation!
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AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



People are blessed with spe-
cial gifts and talents. A few 
are endowed with the unique 
ability of converting ordinary 
things to extra-ordinary feats 
through performance and 
leadership.

One of these rare stars shin-
ning on the Alcorn State Uni-
versity’s campus is current 
football quarterback, John 
Gibbs, who made history dur-
ing the 2014 season.

Agile, athletic and acro-
batic, John Gibbs emerged as 
the most valuable player at 
the 2014 Houston Southwest 
Athletic Conference (SWAC) 
championship tournament, 
where he set admirable re-
cords, against the Southern 
Jaguars.

Gibbs broke Steve McNair’s 
single season and SWAC’s 
championship rushing re-
cords. He rushed for over 1000 
and passed for 2000 yards and 
more.

The Brave’s captain distin-
guished himself and attracted 
awards including appearance 
in the top 4 Connelly Award 
finalists.

A mass communication ma-

jor who is the 
darling of lo-
cal and national 
media, Gibbs 
exhibits zest and 
determination to 
succeed on the 
pitch.

Like most star 
q u a r t e r b a c k s , 
Gibbs occasion-
ally fumbles, 
meanders, and 
throws embar-
rassing intercep-
tions. Notwith-
standing, he is 
also an excep-
tional player by 
most standards. 

C o m p a r i n g 
him with legends 
like Russell Wil-
son, Steve Mc-
Nair and even superstars such 
as the Saint’s Drew Breeze or 
a host of other illustrious quar-
terbacks might be pushing the 
envelope. However, Gibbs is 
an eminent football player by 
any standard and measure.

Born and raised in Hous-
ton, Texas, he is a graduate of 
Booker T. Washington High 
School. He is the son of Lor-
raine Gibbs and John Gibbs Sr. 

His father played football at 
The University of California 
in Los Angeles - as a strong 
safety where they won a Rose 
Bowl. John Gibbs brothers 
and sisters are Alexandra, An-
gelica, and William Gibbs. 

The emerging football leg-
end attributes his success to 
“My family and the support 
system I have at Alcorn State 
University. I also give all the 
glory to God.”

The tall, handsome, gallant 
and dedicated football mae-
stro, might be drafted to play 
in a professional league at 
home or abroad.

Like most American youth 

blessed with the 
option of obtain-
ing a topnotch 
education, if they 
so desire, Alcorn 
State University 
also offers Gibbs 
that golden op-
portunity. If foot-
ball does pan 
out, his first rate 
training in this 
university is an 
asset none will 
take from him. 

Gibbs who 
played during the 
2014 season with 
exceptional pas-
sion underscores 
the significance 
of the champion-
ship. “It hasn’t 
happened in the 

school’s recent history for 
nearly two decades. So it 
means a lot be the first team 
to win as well be crowned the 
nation’s best  and number 1 

black college football squad.”
The quarterback’s future 

plans are to graduate with a 
mass communication degree 
and possibly serve as a broad-
caster if the National Football 
League (NFL) by passes him.

Gibbs mentor is Alcorn 
Brave’s quarterback coach 
and the first air McNair, Fred 
McNair. He said his mother, 
Lorraine Gibbs is his hero.

The fleet footed Gibb’s 
idolizes Peyton Manning as 
his model player, “because of 
his high football IQ and Cam 
Newton for his athletic abil-
ity.”

John Gibbs, who relishes 
crawfish etouffee, stressed 
that the main challenges he 
faces are “adversities during 
games that drive me to answer 
back with touchdowns.”

What makes Gibbs tick? 
“Dedication in playing and 
proving to people who doubt-
ed and told me that I couldn’t 
do it, spur me on.” 

John Gibbs: Alcorn’s star quarterback and ‘14 SWAC MVP
Active, Acrobatic, Agile and Athletic By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob

Sports Writer  
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Gibbs (center) with family and friends

Wrtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JAcksOn’s UrbAn rhYthm AnD blUes 
stAtiOn plAYinG FAmiliAr FAVOrites FrOm the 70’s, 80’s AnD 90’s. tUne 
in tO heAr JUst the riGht miX OF blUes AnD tODAY’s biGGest hits. 



Saturday, December 13, 2014  • Bolton, Miss.
Bolton Christmas Parade

photos by Kevin Robinson
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INTERvIEw: BEN CRump 
ThE “BlaCk lIvEs maTTER” INTERvIEw wITh kam wIllIams
FRom TRayvoN maRTIN To 
mIChaEl BRowN To TamIR RICE

Through his legal prowess and 
advocacy in the Trayvon Martin 
case, the Martin Lee Anderson 
Boot Camp case, and the Robbie 
Tolan Supreme Court Case, at-
torney Benjamin Crump has al-
ready secured a significant legacy 
founded in Constitutional law. His 
considerable acumen as both a liti-
gator and an advocate has ensured 
that those most frequently margin-
alized are protected by the nation’s 
contract with its constituency. His 
landmark civil rights legal battles 
will be taught in textbooks and 
referenced by both this and future 
generations interested in under-
standing the scope of our funda-
mental Constitutional protections.

Attorney Crump has been rec-
ognized as one of the National 
Trial Lawyers’ Top 100 Lawyers, 
Ebony Magazine’s Power 100 
Most Influential African Ameri-
cans, and bestowed the NAACP 
Thurgood Marshall Award and the 
SCLC Martin Luther King Servant 
Leader Award. In spite of his im-
mense professional responsibili-
ties, he still finds time to serve his 
local community. 

Ben readily shares his profes-
sional and personal talents with lo-
cal, statewide and national causes 
and charities. He was appointed 
the inaugural Board chairman of 
Florida’s Big Bend Fair Housing 
Center, Inc., a Federal Grant or-
ganization dedicated to the eradi-
cation of housing discrimination. 
He also served as chairman of the 
Legal Services of North Florida, 
and donated $1,000,000 to the 
organization’s Capital Campaign 
to ensure that poor people would 
continue to have quality legal rep-
resentation as well as access to the 
courts. 

Attorney Crump believes in 
fighting to preserve the advances 
in justice and equality that mi-
norities achieved during the Civil 
Rights era. To that end, he has 
served as vice president of the Na-
tional Bar Association and General 
Counsel to the Tallahassee Chapter 
of the NAACP. 

In addition, he’s been elected 
as the chairman of the Tallahas-
see Boys Choir, and he is a past 
president of the National Florida 
State University Black Alumni As-
sociation. And he’s a Life Member 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, and the NAACP. 

Ben and his law partner Daryl 
Parks share their firm’s largesse 
with the community that has em-
braced them - most notably - they 
have endowed scholarships at 
Florida A&M University, Livings-
ton College, Florida State Univer-
sity, and Bethune Cookman Uni-
versity for minority law students.

Here, he reacts to the “Black 
Lives Matter!” movement sweep-
ing the nation in the wake of the 
failure of grand juries to indict 
police officers in the deaths of Mi-
chael Brown and Eric Garner. 

Kam Williams: Hi Ben, thanks 
for the interview. I’m honored to 
have this opportunity, brother.

Ben Crump: Thank you, Kam. 
I’m glad we’ve finally connected. 

KW: I have a million questions 
for you from readers. Children’s 
book author Irene Smalls says: You 
have agreed to represent the family 
of Tamir Rice, the 12 year-old shot 
by a cop in Cleveland, despite the 

failure of the grand juries even to 
indict in the Michael Brown and 
Eric Garner cases. What fuels your 
continuing passion and search for 
justice, in the face of a criminal 
justice system that seems broken 
to many of us? 

BC: I was just talking to some 
folks who said, “Ben, you take 
these cases, and you make a big is-
sue of holding police officers and 
the killers of our children account-
able in the criminal courts, and of 
making them to go to jail, when 
you know the history is that police 
offers don’t get put in jail when 
they kill little black and brown 
boys. You win these multimillion 
dollar victories in the civil courts, 
but because the officers don’t go to 
jail, people think you lost the case. 
Why do you keep insisting on try-
ing to have the police officers put 
behind bars?” The way I answered 
them was, “I just can’t bring my-
self to sell out as if it’s just about 
money. I know we’re going to win 
the civil suit in all these cases. But 
that’s not full justice. Why is ev-
erybody else entitled to full justice 
except our people and our chil-
dren? Full justice means you dis-
courage the police from ever do-
ing this again because people will 
know that if you kill our children, 
you’ll have to do the perp walk and 
go to jail. It shouldn’t be that if you 
kill a black person, there’s a good 
chance you won’t, but if you kill 
a white person, everybody knows 
you’re going to prison. We say: our 
lives are just as valuable. So, the 
one thing I always know, Kam, is 
we can’t sell our community out. 
I don’t worry about whether ev-
erybody understands that. Sure, 
it would be easier to do like most 
lawyers and only talk about how 
much money I got for my clients 
in the civil courts, but to me, that’s 
not victory. 

KW: Irene also asks: Do we 
need to increase the activism in the 
black community around voting, 
literacy, etcetera?

BC: Yes.
KW: Editor Lisa Loving says: 

Many people in black communi-
ties across this country feel that 
the legal system simply doesn’t 
work for them. In fact, we see 
that racial profil-
ing takes place at 
every point - on 
the streets where 
officers patrol, in 
the jailhouse, in 
the courtroom, 
even in the parole 
system. On top of 
that, many people 
with an arrest re-
cord are legally 
barred from vot-
ing. Mr. Crump, 
what do you tell 
people when they 
say they feel like 
the system is 
weighted against 
them?

BC: What I tell 
them is that it’s 
still the best sys-
tem in the world, 
and that we have 
to fight to make 
America be Amer-
ica for all of us. 
We have to fight 
to make the words 
in the Constitution 
and the Declara-
tion of Indepen-

dence mean something. If they just 
apply the Constitution, that means 
we are getting due process under 
the law and in legal proceedings. 
It’s not right that we have to fight 
to make it fair, but we the people 
have the power to do so. That’s 
what I love about what’s going on 
in Ferguson and after the Eric Gar-
ner case, and about what I’m sure 
will now happen with the Tamir 
Rice case.

KW: Editor/Legist Patricia 
Turnier asks: Why isn’t the 14th 
Amendment’s Equal Protection 
Clause applied uniformly? Is there 
a systemic flaw? 

BC: I think there is a flaw in the 
system. The flaw in the system is 
that we continue to exonerate the 
police for killing little black and 
brown people while holding them 
accountable in other communi-
ties. I once wrote a paper titled, 
“Police Don’t Shoot White Men 
in the Back.” You just never heard 
about police accidentally shoot-
ing a white man who’s retreating. 
What that says is that a flaw in the 
system allows police officers to be 
immune for killing colored people. 
If you think about the grand jury 
system, that’s exactly what hap-
pens. You have local prosecutors 
who have a symbiotic relation-
ship with the local police officers, 
and they have no relationship with 
and many times no regard for the 
black person dead on the ground. 
If we keep doing things the same 
way and expect a different result, 
that’s the definition of insanity. 
So, we need special prosecutors 
with no relationship to the police 
departments, if we really want to 
have independent investigations 
and trials.   

KW: David Roth asks: Do you 
think the race of the police officer 
is relevant in these types of cases? 

BC: Yes. You do see instances 
where black officers kill Cauca-
sians. They go to jail. And where 
Caucasian officers kill Caucasians 
and go to jail. Race matters and the 
statistics bear that out. 

KW: Attorney Bernadette 
Beekman asks: What do you think 
can bring peace to the nation in the 
wake of the failure of the Michael 
Brown and Eric Garner grand ju-

ries to indict?
BC: Swift action by the Federal 

Department of Justice. Other than 
that, the people are really feeling 
that the system isn’t fair and that 
folks in their community can’t get 
equal justice. 

KW: Do you think the Depart-
ment of Justice is really interested 
in pursuing civil rights cases in the 
Michael Brown and Eric Garner 
cases? Or do they just say that each 
time a cop gets off in order to calm 
people down and to give them a 
false sense of hope that justice will 
eventually be served?  

BC: I want to believe that At-
torney General Holder and the 
Justice Department are going to 
do everything in their power to 
follow through on their words and 
give some sense of justice to these 
families.

KW: Will the Department of 
Justice bring a civil rights case 
against George Zimmerman? 

BC: I honestly don’t know.
KW: Patricia asks: What advice 

do you have for young African-
American attorneys fresh out of 
law school? 

BC: To be true to thyself, and 
to remember what Charles Ham-
ilton Houston said: “Strive to be 
an engineer for social change and 
justice.” Otherwise, you’re just a 
parasite on society. Fame, notori-
ety and material things will come, 
but first, make it your job to repre-
sent your client in a zealous man-
ner and to do good in the world. 

KW: How would you assess the 
state of race relations in America? 
Are things getting better or worse?

BC: Well, with Ferguson deci-
sion and then the Eric Garner de-
cision within seven days after that, 
I think things are tenuous, at best. 
This could be a defining point for 
the entire United States of Ameri-
ca, because we all need to be better 
than we’ve been previously. 

KW: John Hartmann asks: 
Have you been surprised by the 
die-ins and other mass demonstra-
tions we’ve seen lately in cities all 
over the country?

BC: I think we have tough 
times because some of the frustra-
tion from Trayvon flowed over to 
Michael Brown. Now the Michael 

Brown frustration is flowing over 
to Eric Garner, and I think the Eric 
Garner frustration is going to flow 
over to Tamir Rice. People are still 
trying to come to grips with these 
decisions that don’t seem rational 
and are certainly not reflective of 
equal justice. 

KW: Lisa also asks: What hap-
pened to the old legal maxim that 
a prosecutor could indict a ham 
sandwich? Do you think people 
are outraged because the grand 
jury is shrouded in secrecy?

BC: Ferguson was all about 
transparency, because there was 
such a sense of community mis-
trust of the court and the govern-
ment leaders. The worst thing you 
could do there was have a grand 
jury proceeding that was going 
to be secret. And cut off from the 
rest of the world. It just made no 
sense. But that’s what they did, and 
the result is that you come out not 
knowing what really happened in 
that room. Words on paper can’t 
convey the tone and whether a 
persuasive case was presented to 
get an indictment. Consequently, 
when people saw the result, they 
believed what we were saying 
from the very beginning, namely, 
that the system isn’t fair when you 
use a local prosecutor. 

KW: I admire that your spirit 
hasn’t been broken by the legal 
system’s color coded dispensation 
of criminal justice.

BC: It is heartbreaking, but you 
just have to keep fighting the fight, 
and remember that the moral arc 
of the universe bends towards jus-
tice. Part of what keeps me going 
is when I see the enthusiasm of 
the young people. I was recently 
in Chicago working on the matter 
of Howard Morgan who was shot 
28 times by four white police of-
ficers on his way home in one of 
the worst injustices I ever heard 
of. These students I met with at 
the University of Chicago Law 
School had so much passion, say-
ing, “We’re going to make this 
world better than what it is today.” 
And they had so much faith that I 
could deliver, that it inspired me 
to go fight harder to reverse this 
miscarriage of justice that had 
occurred right before their eyes. 

After witnessing me making my 
argument in the courtroom, they 
said, “We want to do that one day. 
We want to get the law degree so 
that we have the power and au-
thority to argue on behalf of the 
least of ye, and to make them see 
our humanity, and make them see 
us not as 3/5ths of a man, but as 
men with all the inalienable rights 
of any other American.” 

KW: Alan Dershowitz in his 
book, “The Best Defense,” said 
that one of the things they never 
teach you in law school is that a 
policeman’s word is gospel in the 
courtroom. How do we fight that 
unwritten law?

BC: With the proposed Mike 
Brown legislation for video body 
cameras, because our lies aren’t 
lying to us.

KW: Do you think all the at-
tacks on people of color by police 
are symptomatic of a racist so-
ciety or of a class society where 
people of color have no value or 
voice?

BC: I think it’s a little of both. 
I think they devalue our lives. We 
have to turn the slogan “Black 
lives matter!” into a reality be-
cause our lives do matter. 

KW: Film director Rel Dowdell 
asks: How are you holding up? It 
must be hard flying from city to 
city to city. We need you, brother. 

BC: Thanks for asking that, 
Rel. This is my first time home 
in nine days. I’m so happy to be 
home, I don’t know what to do. 

KW: How can I, as a lawyer/
journalist, help the cause? 

BC: First of all, I’m glad you’re 
a member of the bar, because we 
need our best and our brightest to 
be on the front lines fighting for 
us. You can help by staging clinics 
where you just teach people what 
the law is. Most of our people 
want to fight, but they don’t know 
how to fight. We need to teach 
them how to fight constructively. 

KW: Well, thanks again for the 
time, Ben, I really appreciate it. 
Now go gets some rest. Like Rel 
says, we need you.  

BC: Will do, brother, and I look 
forward to meeting you in person 
at the march in D.C. on Saturday. 
God bless.

By Kam Williams
Interviewer
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Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Demobilize
2. Stood
3. Florida City
4. Otherwise
5. Mythical deity
6. Scriptural your
7. ___ schooled, place
8. Canal
9. Gyrate
15. Desert
19. Fortify
21. Slavic
23. Type of wood
24. Waitress on “Cheers”
25. Similar to oak
26. Writer Bombeck
27. Thick carpet
28. Pepsi
30. At sea
32. Dah’s partner

ACROSS 
1. Digital audio tape
4. Woman in the O.T.
10. Time period
11. City in Pakistan
12. Mommy
13. Frustrate
14. Hawk
16. Snake like fish
17. Boyfriend
18. Sun god
20. Raleigh locale
22. Make over
26. Escudo
29. African country
31. Brand of frozen dough
33. Furniture wood
34. Malevolence
35. North northeast
36. Modern female mystery writer 
      Christie
37. Shekel

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Charlie Chaplin

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Anything that broadens your world
appeals to you at this time.

You are interested in the big picture and
are less interested in details this week.

There's a certain stability in the air today
that makes you feel it is safe to say what
you feel!

"Conservation of emotions" might be the
best phrase to go by this week.

It's a time to be mutually reassuring in
your relationship, rather than wildly
unsupportive.

Projects launched this week will be stable,
though perhaps not very showy.

This week, you may find that forming a
new relationship with a friend may
become something wonderful.

If you can see the bigger picture 
available, then you can see how doing
more than necessary this week will
achieve good results.

Avoid any tendency to jump to a conclusion
today or believe something to be difficult
just because it appears difficult.

It appears that you have a point you wish
to convey this week and this may involve
more than one person.

If you really want support from certain
people, then be sensitive to their needs.

All this week, be considerate when saying
what you feel needs to be said.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange
(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

Andrae Crouch hospitalized, 
pulls out of ‘Let the Church 
Say Amen’ tour

Mathew Knowles pitched 
Destiny’s Child movie to Sony

Jaz Sinclair joins Morris 
Chestnut in ‘When the 
Bough Breaks’

Gospel legend Andrae 
Crouch has called off his up-
coming commitments after he 
was hospitalized with an un-
disclosed illness.

The singer was admitted 
to the hospital on Dec. 1 and 
has since pulled out of his 
planned appearances on the 
“Let the Church Say Amen” 
tour throughout December.

No further details about 

his health scare have been 
released, but Crouch’s sister 
Sandra insists the 72 year old 
is recovering well.

She tells Al.com, “Andrae 
is talking and alert and resting 
comfortably. On behalf of An-
drae and the Crouch Family, 
we appreciate your prayers for 
a quick and speedy recovery.”

The seven-time Grammy 
Award winner has previously 
struggled with diabetes.

As part of Sony’s leaked 
email bonanza, it has come 
to light that Beyonce’s father 
Mathew Knowles pitched the 
idea for a Destiny’s Child mov-
ie to Sony bosses last year.

Knowles began managing the 
group in the early 1990s when 
they changed the line-up and 
renamed themselves Destiny’s 
Child. He resigned from his day 
job in 1995 to look after them 
full-time and later managed Be-
yonce’s solo career.

According to the leaked 
emails, he approached Clint 
Culpepper from Sony’s Screen 
Gems with the idea for a bi-
opic of the group, which would 
cover their early beginnings as 
Girl’s Tyme, the subsequent 

line-up changes, solo side proj-
ects, and their split in 2006.

An email sent from Culpep-
per to Sony executives in De-
cember last year reads: “He’s 
going to Universal next… Do 
we think it would be a success-
ful film? They’re on Sony label. 
I’m just not sure that it’s not too 
soon.”

According to The Hollywood 
Reporter, the bosses were ex-
cited about the project, but so 
far nothing has come of their 
discussion.

Knowles and Beyonce parted 
ways professionally in 2011.

The emails were leaked by 
hacker group Guardians of the 
Peace, who infiltrated the mov-
ie giant’s database last month. 
Emails sent to chairman Amy 

Pascal also revealed the team 
representing Kanye West in-
formed her the rapper had a 
“major film project coming up 
that involves both cinematic 
and technological innovation.”

Actress Jaz Sinclair has joined 
the cast of Screen Gems’ psycho-
logical thriller “When the Bough 
Breaks” joining leads Morris 
Chestnut and Regina Hall.

As previously reported, the 
story follows a professional cou-
ple who are unable to conceive 
their own child and consequent-
ly decide to hire a young blue 
collar woman as a surrogate. 
Soon, the surrogate develops a 
psychotic fixation on the hus-
band which becomes violent and 
deadly before the baby is even 
born.

Sinclair can be seen next in Fox 
2000’s “Paper Towns.”

Jon Cassar will direct the feature 
which Bob Shaye and Michael Lynne 
will produce.

Crouch

Knowles

Knowles

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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December 17 - 24, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FRESH  WHOLE

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH

BAKING
HENS

PER  LB.

99¢

COOK'S

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$159
FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$169

COOK'S

BUTT  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$179

USDAS  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS 
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$429

FRESH

FRYER
DRUMSTICKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$119

STACK  PACK  WRIGHT'S  SLICED  SLAB

BACON
3  LB.

$999

FRESH 

PORK  STEAKS
FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$249
ASSORTED  

DUNCAN  HINES
CAKE  MIXES

16.5  OZ.

$100
LIMIT  6  WITH  ADDITIONAL  PUR-

CANOLA  OR  VEGETABLE

WESSON  OIL
GALLON  JUG

$699

PLAIN  OR  SELF-RISING

MARTHA  WHITE
FLOUR  OR  CORN  MEAL

5  LB.  BAG

$249

SAVE  ON  LAND  O  LAKES

BUTTER
1  LB. ....................................... 

$299

PILLSBURY  
FRENCH  BREAD,  BREAD  STICKS,  
PIZZA  CRUST,  CRESCENT  OR  CINNAMON  ROLLS
8 - 13.8  OZ. ................................. 

2/$4
KRAFT  CHUNK  OR  SHREDDED

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

$279

KRAFT  PHILADELPHIA 

CREAM  CHEESE
8  OZ.  ....................................... 

2/$3
TROPICANA

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ. ...................................... 

$329

SELECT  FROZEN

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
12  OZ. ...................................... 

4/$5
EDWARD'S

FROZEN  PIES
25.5 - 36  OZ. ............................... 

$499

REGULAR  OR  DEEP  DISH

PET  RITZ
PIE  SHELLS
2  CT. ........................................ 

$179

SAVE  ON

SISTER  
SCHUBERT'S
ROLLS
11 - 15.8  CT. ............................... 

$289

piggly wiggly

GOLD  OR  RED  WASHINGTON  GROWN

APPLES
PER  LB.

89¢

SMALL 

FLORIDA  ORANGES
EACH

6/$1
BAGGED  SHREDDED

COLLARDS
32  OZ.

$299

FRESH  YELLOW

ONIONS
3  LB.  BAG

$149

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


