
NEW YORK - Doctors, nurses 
and others fighting Ebola through 
“tireless acts of courage and mer-
cy” have been named Time’s 2014 
Person of the Year, the magazine 
announced Wednesday.

The runners-up included Fer-
guson, Mo., protesters; Russian 
President Vladimir Putin; Kurdish 
Regional Government President 
Massoud Barzani; and Jack Ma, 
the China-based founder of e-
commerce giant Alibaba.

Time’s editor, Nancy Gibbs, 
praised “the people in the field, the 
special forces of Doctors Without 
Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF), the Christian medical-re-
lief workers of Samaritan’s Purse 
and many others from all over the 
world” who “fought side by side 
with local doctors and nurses, am-
bulance drivers and burial teams.”

Gibbs noted that the disease has 
struck doctors and nurses.

“The rest of the world can sleep 
at night because a group of men 
and women are willing to stand 
and fight,” she wrote. They were 
cited “for tireless acts of courage 
and mercy, for buying the world 
time to boost its defenses, for risk-
ing, for persisting, for sacrificing 
and saving.”

Antoine Petibon, head of inter-
national programs for the French 
Red Cross, which has been active 
in Guinea’s anti-Ebola efforts, 
called it “great recognition for all 
these people who have been toil-
ing in the shadows.”

“If it helps us wipe out this epi-
demic faster, all the better,” Peti-
bon added.

The disease has taken its toll in 
myriad ways.

In September, a team trying 
to inform villagers about Ebola 
in the forests of southern Guinea 
was attacked by a mob. The bod-
ies of eight people - two local ad-
ministrators, two medical officers, 
a preacher and three journalists, 
were found stuffed in a latrine.

Less than a month after arriving 

in Guinea, Cuban Dr. Jorge Juan 
Guerra Rodriguez died of malaria.

Henry Gray, MSF operations 
coordinator for the Ebola response 
in Guinea and Liberia, said the 
spotlight should be on the patients 
and the thousands of people in Si-
erra Leone, Guinea, Liberia and 
Mali “who are doing their best 
to deal with this horrendous out-
break.”

Gray, speaking by phone from 
Conakry, the Guinea capital, said, 
“We are happy for this recogni-
tion but will be even happier when 
the last Ebola treatment center is 
closed and the crisis is declared 
over.”

Birte Hald, head of emergency 
operations for the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, said “front-
line fighters” deserve recognition.

“People like myself, we are 
working hard, but we are not at 
risk,” Hald said from Nairobi. 
“People doing the safe and dig-
nified burials, the contact tracing 
and the transport of the sick, work-
ing in the treatment centers - these 
are the people who deserve our 
praise and respect.”

White House press secretary 
Josh Earnest said President Barack 
Obama and his administration 
“could not be prouder of the brave 
men and women who have com-
mitted themselves to this effort 
in a foreign land. ... But we must 
not forget that in order to bring 
this epidemic under control on the 
front lines, indeed the only way to 
prevent additional cases here in 
the United States, we need more 
of these medical professionals.”

Christos Stylianides, European 
Union Commissioner for Human-
itarian Aid and Crisis Manage-
ment, agreed.

“We urgently need more health 
workers on the ground,” said Styl-
ianides. “The crisis is not over, 
and will not be unless we scale up 
the numbers of medical staff, field 
hospitals, laboratories and human-
itarian aid.”

The Mississippi Minority Busi-
ness Alliance (MMBA) gathered 
for its annual holiday luncheon 
Thursday, December 4 at the eCen-
ter at Jackson State University. But 
the occasion brought more than 
just food and fun.

The group heard about devel-
opments in the Jackson area that 
could potentially benefit business-
persons from all spectrums. They 
heard from Rivers Frederick III, 
who’s over supplier diversity and 
development for Entergy.

Frederick spoke about the utility 
building a new transmission opera-
tions center in the city, something 
that could lead to opportunities for 
business people. He said the con-
tractor for the project had already 
been chosen, but that Entergy 
would work with the MMBA to 
identify subcontractor opportuni-
ties and introduce more businesses 
to complete the project.

Sen. John Horhn attended and 
filled the group in on several is-
sues that will go before the state 
legislature in coming months. He 
explained the different ways to do 
business with the state of Missis-
sippi.  

Horhn said the state’s way of do-
ing business is based on the lowest 
and best bid, which has not always 
worked for African American busi-
nessmen. Many smaller businesses 
often cannot match bids of larger 

companies, he said.
Horhn gave as an example of 

work being done to build a Civil 
Right museum in Jackson. A firm 
from Rankin County won the main 
bid on the project, and right now 
there are no African Americans 
working on the project, he said.

He and others, explained Horhn, 
are working to take such projects 

out of the state bidding process to 
allow for greater diversity. That has 
been done before, he explained, 
with construction of the Nissan 
facility in Canton and the Toyota 
plant in North Mississippi. 

Horhn also mentioned that busi-
ness opportunities will become 
available as the state deals with 
cleanup of the BP oil spill. A key 

issue from his standpoint is getting 
completed a disparity study done 
by the state, a project he estimated 
would cost about $1 million. He 
said he wants to see that completed 
within a year.

He also encouraged members of 

Nissan Canton, the second 
largest employer in the state of 
Mississippi has a ‘softer side’ 
not readily given the recognition 
it deserves. The evidence of this 
is revealed when its employee 
Christina Dose described her 
recent experiences as a Nissan 
volunteer sent to work with the 
Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter Work 
Out Habitat for Humanity in Dal-
las, Texas.

Christina has been working 
with Nissan for 11 ½ years, start-
ing in June 2003 at the age of 29. 
“I have an 11-year-old daughter, 
and she was 5-weeks-old when 
I started work here. So I kinda 
measure my time based on her 
age.”

Her hometown is Bolton, 
Miss., and she now lives in Clin-
ton. She has been a Mississippi 
girl except for two years when 
she and her husband lived in Chi-
cago.

The commute from Clinton 
to Canton to work in the Nissan 
Canton plant is a piece of cake for 
Christina - the 25 miles one way 
still pales compared to some who 
have to venture out much further 
to find gainful employment.

“This has been an awesome 
growth experience,” Kristina said 
about her work at Nissan. “I have 
learned a lot here. I’ve had differ-
ent experiences personally and 
professionally, from line-to-line 
with the new vehicles coming in.

“Right now, I’m on the Mu-
rano Launch Team. We just 
launched the Murano that is com-
ing off the line and we are run-
ning now. That has been a great 
experience. I see a Murano on the 
highway and I say, ‘I built that. It 
is a proud moment.”

Christina’s recently participa-
tion with Habitat for Human-
ity took her to Dallas, where she 
worked seven days. “Nissan sent 
out an application which required 
an essay be written, if interested 
in participating. From the essay, 
they chose five people from Nis-
san and I was one of those five 
chosen.”

She said, “There was a lady 
from Canada, two from Tennes-

see, one from Michigan and my-
self.” 

Christina thinks that what 
caught the eye of the Nissan hu-
manitarian team was the reasons  
she wanted to participate. “I told 
them that I was interested in do-
ing it after looking at all the work 
that Habitat for Humanity has 
done worldwide.

“It has changed a lot of peo-
ple’s lives. I also know a couple 
of people who have Habitat 
homes, and you can see the dif-
ference in their lives based on 
that. I feel like my purpose is to 
be of service, to serve people. 
And this would be a great oppor-
tunity to serve my fellow man.”

For her, working at Nissan 

This image provided by Time Magazine, Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2014, 
announces the Ebola fighters as its Person of The Year for 2014. The 
title, according to the magazine, goes to an individual or group who 
has had the biggest impact on the news over the course of the previ-
ous year. The issue carries five covers, and here, shows Dr. Jerry 
Brown, the Liberian surgeon who turned his hospital’s chapel into the 
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Friends, peers, others comment 
on Dr. Aaron Shirley’s life:

“Aaron Shirley’s legacy is well-
established in this country. Dr. Shir-
ley challenged the system to provide 
services to the less fortunate and 
became a tireless advocate for civil 
and human rights.  

“He provided immeasurable 
guidance to me during my entire 
tenure in elective office, making 
me personally indebted to him. Dr. 
Shirley’s impact on our community 
cannot be overstated and his accom-

plishments will benefit generations 
to come.”

- Congressman Bennie G. 
Thompson

“I had an opportunity to work 
with him in many endeavors and, 
especially, in creating the Jackson 
Medical Mall Foundation. His vi-
sion and leadership provided the 
foundation for the success that that 
facility now enjoys.

“It is only one of many successes 
that would not have been so without 
the effort of Dr. Aaron Shirley. We 
shall all miss him but we shall for-
ever remember him. We commend 

him for a life well-lived.”
- Retired Judge Ruben V. Ander-

son
“Dr. Aaron Shirley and I were stu-

dents at Tougaloo in the 50s, where 
he was a mentor. We are all better off 
for his life and career in many pub-
lic-health, civic and social ventures.  
I am proud to have worked with him 
for a lifetime and call him a profes-
sional and personal friend.”

- Dr. Robert Smith, CEO, Central 
Mississippi Health Services, Inc.

“I am saddened to hear of the 
passing of my friend, Dr. Aaron 
Shirley. Aaron was a very wise and 

caring man who could have gone 
anywhere and done anything with 
his talents. But he chose to stay in 
Mississippi and work to improve the 
health of its people. And his life of 
service was a testament to that.”

- Dr. James E. Keeton, UMMC 
vice chancellor for health affairs 
and dean of the School of Medicine

“The life and legacy of Dr. Shirley 
line up with the founding principles 
of the United States. His creative ef-
forts to provide health care and im-
prove health among disadvantaged 
and disenfranchised populations 
serve as a shining example for future 
health and health-care providers.”

- Dr. Bettina Beech, UMMC asso-
ciate vice chancellor for population 
health.

“Drs. Robert Smith and Aaron 
Shirley were twin pillars of the 
struggles for social justice and eq-
uity in medical care in Mississippi 
from the 1960s to this day. Aaron 
Shirley was a man of quiet, un-
flinching, unassuming determina-
tion. He never stopped at the end of 
what some people quaintly call the 
“civil rights era….” 

“That movement has produced 
more than its share of giants in Mis-
sissippi - Medgar Evers, Aaron Hen-
ry, Amzie Moore, LC Dorsey, Fan-
nie Lou Hamer, Bob Moses, Drs. 
Bob Smith and Helen Barnes and 
Harvey Sanders and others. Aaron 
Shirley ranks high among them. To 
me, most of all, he was a lifelong 
friend.”

- Dr.  Jack Geiger, Civil Rights 
veteran

“Residents in Jackson and be-
yond owe a debt of gratitude to Dr. 

Aaron Shirley for the extraordinary 
contributions he made to healthcare 
and the delivery of healthcare ser-
vices. He was a pioneer in the field, 
and his dedication to providing ac-
cessible health care never wavered 
as evidenced by his recent efforts 
to establish health houses in under-
served communities.”

- Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber
“Dr. Shirley was a great visionary 

who saw problems as opportunities 
to improve the circumstances and 
conditions of the underserved. His 
legacy of service has admonished 
me and the many others who served 
with him to a life-long commitment 
to serving the least of us.”

- Primus Wheeler, Executive Di-
rector of the Jackson Medical Mall 

Foundation
“Leading healthcare and civil 

rights icon, Dr. Aaron Shirley, left 
his mark on the planet. His work had 
an impact around the world, and he 
will truly be missed for his vision, 
intellect, entrepreneurial spirit, and 
his kind heart. God rest his soul.”

- Miss. State Sen. John Horhn
“Dr. Shirley was role model and 

hero. He was my next-door neigh-
bor for years. He wasn’t just a hero 
for his family, but for the commu-
nity as well. He put self aside to 
make things better for others and 
improve the quality of health care. 
We are benefiting from his vision. 
I thank God that he sent Dr. Shirley 
out way.”

- Miss. State Sen. Hillman Frazier

Accolades continue for the late Dr. 
Aaron Shirley, a legacy of service

PSA
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is not just a 9-to-5. “Every day, 
there is something new. And I try 
to look for ways to be a good and 
positive influence on somebody, 
in some kind of way. You never 
know what somebody is going 
through. It could be just a smile or 
you saying something positive to 
keep them going forward.”

President Jimmy, at age 90, and 
Rosalyn Carter’s Work Project 
took place during the month of 
October 2014. Along with Rosa-
lyn, other Carter family members 
worked along side the volunteers 
for seven whole days. “I actually 
had the opportunity to work on the 
house that President Carter was 
building,” Christina said.

It was no vacation time. Christi-
na said, “Actually, I was a little bit 
nervous. You know I had to get on 
a roof! We were taught what posi-
tions we could get in to be com-
fortable. I put up siding, did land-
scaping, painted - it was work.”

Christina said to meet the shut-
tle bus to carry the volunteers to 
the East Oak Cliff site, she awoke 
at 5 a.m. every morning. “We’d 
meet there at 6:30 for breakfast 
and a pep talk to get everyone in 
the momentum of what we had to 
do and accomplish that day.”

She also said she came away 
with some new skills. “I got back 
home and started a few projects 
around my own house. I’ve been 
doing yard work and planting 
shrubbery. It gave me a boost to 
do more.”

Christina kept a journal for the 
seven days. “One of the stand out 
experiences during the seven days 
was the people who came from all 
over - from different countries and 
who held different positions and 
titles. But when they got there, 
they didn’t refer to all of that.”

She said she met people who 
had been building for Habitat for 
10 and 15 years. “It was an inspi-
ration meeting them and listening 
to their stories. I even met one 
young lady at the closing ceremo-
ny from Brookhaven, Miss., who 
was a Habitat homeowner.”

The Carters began in 1984 
working with Habitat for Human-
ity International when President 
Carter led a work group to New 
York City to help renovate a six-
story building with 19 families in 
need of decent, affordable shelter. 
That experience planted the seed 
for his Carter Work Project as part 
of Habitat for Humanity.

“At the end, to see how we 
moved from a single slab to a 
home that someone could move 
into was an awesome experience. 
The house we worked on was 
complete up to just bringing in 
the appliances. The family to get 
the home were there and stood in 
tears.”

Christina said she is ready for 
the next build and not to go out-
side of Mississippi but to help 
on a build here locally. “There 
is a build in Canton that Nissan 
does, and I want to participate in 
that one probably in the next few 
months.”

She explained, “There are peo-
ple who are less fortunate than we 
are. I don’t have to give a million 
dollars to help someone. I can 

give a little time - that one week 
was important to someone else.”

In her daily journal, Chris-
tina captured a message given 
by Jimmy Carter who spoke to 
the crowd recapping the week on 
the closing day. He said, “A lot of 
people talk about human rights - 
the right to vote and freedom of 
assembly, freedom of speech and 
a trial by jury. But those freedoms 
don’t mean anything to somebody 
sleeping under a bridge.” The ba-
sic needs are what consume them.

Christina has been encouraging 
other Nissan employees to seize 
the opportunities provided to get 
involved in community service. It 
will be gratifying, she said.

She also is instilling in her chil-
dren the desire to give back to 
the community. When she talked 
to them back home at the end of 
the day in Dallas and told them 
the things she was able to do, 
they were in awe. “You did what, 
Mom? You are on a roof? You are 
on a ladder?”

She said finally she just told 
them she would bring the pictures 
to prove it. And this past Thanks-
giving she took her kids to Stew-
pot to serve others. 

“Some people get real selfish 
around Christmas and only think 
of what they want or can get. But 
it is not about all of this materi-
alistic stuff. What are you doing 
about people who are less fortu-
nate. You need to give back,” she 
tells her children. 

“Some people don’t see this or 
choose not to see this.”

The Dallas build did afford time 
for celebration with a magnificent 
closing gala dinner set up in the 
stadium of the Dallas Cowboys. 
“Yes, I am a Dallas Cowboy fan 
and I felt like a kid in a candy 
store. Even those who said they 
hated the Cowboys were running 
around like little 
kids at that gala. 
We took pictures 
with the Dallas 
Cowgirls.”

“They invited 
the homeowners 
and their families 
and treated them 
like superstars.

After Hurricane 
Katrina, statistics 
show that a great 
number of the 
displayed Ninth 
Ward residents of 
New Orleans were 
moved to the Dal-
las area. Christina 
said you could see 
this impact on Dal-
las.

“A couple of the 
gentlemen work-
ing on Habitat be-
gan after Katrina 
and stayed with it 
ever since. In the 
area we worked in 
were a lot of aban-
doned houses and 
overgrown lots. 
Eighty percent of 
this neighborhood 
is built by Habitat 
and the work con-
tinues.”

Christina wants to stay in the 
south and raise her children here. 
“We are a warm, giving people. 
And I want them to grow up with 
that experience.” But she is look-
ing to advance within the Nissan 
structure.

“I’ve done a couple a different 
assignments with quality work, 
and I’ve gained this knowledge 
that would move me forward. So 
recently, I applied for a supervi-
sory position here at Nissan.”

She is also enrolled in college 
through an online program and 
working towards a degree. Pam 
Confer, director of Community 
and Public Relations at the Nis-
san Canton facility, said they have 
a tuition reimbursement program 
which Christina can take advan-
tage of.

“In the Murano Launch, Chris-
tina was highlighted. She has such 
appeal that people just gravitate 
toward her,” Confer said.

Christina said the best kept se-
cret about Nissan Canton are the 
employees. They are diverse and 
once from nearly every county. 
And one person cannot build a 
vehicle. It takes all of us working 
together. We are one family, one 
team. Sometimes you don’t hear 
that and about the hard work that 
they do. But we are making Nis-
san what it is.”

Confer said, “Our most valu-
able resource is the employees. 
It takes a lot of work to build a 
quality award-winning vehicle. 
The Murano is being made only 
in Mississippi and it is going all 
around the world. That is major. 
That is a lot of responsibility on 
all of us to make sure there is qual-
ity in that car. 

‘We can’t blame any other 
plant or wonder what plant this 
car came from. There is only one 
plant making the Murano, and that 

LOCAL
www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 3DEcEmbEr 11 - 17, 2014

christmas cards by G.H.E.T.T.O.
 $1.50 per box

 call 601.317.4801

PSA

The M. W. Stringer Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons promoted scholarship in a 
big way during its annual schol-
arship and awards banquet. 

The Prince Hall affiliated Ma-
sons and John L. Webb Grand 
High Court Heroines of Jericho 
gave away $48,000 in Palace 
scholarship money to high school 
students heading to college in the 
spring or fall at its 139th session 
on Sunday, November 30. Each 
student will receive $2,400 to go 
toward their education.

They also gave away a 2015 
Nissan Altima for which people 
had brought raffle tickets. Court-
ney White of Belden, Miss. drove 
away with the vehicle.

The scholarship awards were 
presented to students who partici-
pated in the Palace of Children 
Meeting oratorical competition 
held Saturday, November 29. The 
students had to write on the topic, 
“When I look at you, how do I 
know that my time and invest-
ment are worth the effort of you 
being a success or failure?”

This year’s banquet theme 
was “Our Heritage is Our Chal-
lenge: A Past to Hold – A Future 
to Mold.”  The Stringer Lodge is 
headed by the honorable Maurice 
F. Lucas Sr., Grand Master/Grand 
Joshua.

The speaker at the awards ban-
quet was Grand Master Cleveland 
K. Wilson of the Price Hall Grand 
Lodge of Arkansas. Wilson talk-
ed generally, basically bringing 
greetings from his home state.

Wilson, who has worked for 29 
years as an electrician for Georgia 
Pacific, is a member of the Ham-
burg Lodge No. 232. He touched 
upon topics in the news of late. 

He especially sup-
ported President Barack 
Obama, whom he says 
has been treated poorly 
by the Republican Party. 

“We are sick and tired 
of being sick and tire of 
how the GOP is treating 
President Obama,” Wil-
son said. “Never before 
has a president been so 
disrespected. The GOP 
is not building schools, 
they are building pris-
ons - and for who? Us,” 
he said.

“And yet we stay 
home and don’t vote,” 
Wilson said.

Wilson said it’s not 
enough for people to 
register to vote. “Go 
vote,” he said. “We have 
an obligation to our 
youth.”

The organization rec-
ognized the efforts and 
achievements of young 
people who participated 
in the oratorical contest.

Among the winners 
were Brittney Robinson, 
Thantween White and Denarius 
Evans.

Past Palace scholarship winner 
Jared Chrisler is studying biology 
and pre-med at the University 
of Mississippi and preparing for 
graduate school. He encouraged 
the latest scholars to use their 
scholarship awards wisely. 

He thanked the Stringer Grand 
Lodge for supporting him. “I 
thank them for helping students 
like me achieve educational 
goals,” Chrisler said.

The lodge also recognized the 
service of some of its members. 
Henry Beard Sr. was awarded the 
Stringer Lifetime Achievement 

Award for his dedication and loy-
alty to the organization.

Beatrice Dantzler received the 
Most Ancient Grand Matron’s 
service award. 

The Estes Lodge from District 
12 in South Mississippi was se-
lected as Lodge of the Year.

The lodge also gave cash prizes 
to several people. Wanda Wash 
of Forest won $2,000; Kendra 
Brown of Cordova, Tenn., won 
$1,000; Winston Ragland of Ray-
mond, $500; and Hartfield Thom-
as of Coffeeville, $250.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 260-4232.

Masons’ 139th annual theme: 
‘Our Heritage is Our Challenge – 
a Past to Hold, a Future to Mold’

MMBA, an organization of com-
prised of some of the top business 
leaders from many sectors through-
out the Jackson Metro area, to show 
up at the Capitol to advocate for 
measures they support.

He said he has penciled in 2 p.m., 
Jan. 27, 2015 as the time for MMBA 
to come to the Capitol as a group to 
let their priorities be known. That’s 
a time, Horhn said, when bills will 
be considered. 

“Often bills die in committee if 
no one is there to bring attention to 
them and advocate for them,” Ho-
rhn said.

Shellie Michael, CEO and direc-
tor of MMBA, encouraged mem-
bers to plan on being at the Capitol.

Horhn spoke to the group from 
the standpoint of what the MMBA 
is about - creating and grow-
ing businesses. “You don’t create 

wealth from jobs; you create wealth 
from businesses.”

Thursday’s event was catered 
by Chef Durio of Louisiana. Eddie 
Dear displayed a plaque which Du-
rio received from President Obama 
for his culinary works. Durio was 
also proclaimed Louisiana’s chef 
of the year in 2007. The highlight 
was when Dear announced that Du-
rio has set up a cooperate office in 
Jackson.

The MMBA is a 501c3 non-
profit with a primary mission of 
enhancing opportunities for minor-
ity and women-owned businesses. 
According to its website, the goal 
is to create and/or expand mutually 
beneficial relationships between mi-
nority-owned businesses, suppliers 
and service organizations through-
out the state of Mississippi. 

As the only statewide minor-

ity business alliance, MMBA 
advocates and facilitates for the 
advancement of minority and 
women-owned businesses. It was 
founded in 1997, and since then 
has endeavored to serve as a center 
resource for exchange of workable 
ideas, the promotion of innovative 
solutions to common challenges, 
and the diffusion of best practice 
models that result in greater capaci-
ty, efficiency and scale among other 
organizations serving minority and 
women-owned businesses.

For more information, visit its 
website at www.mmba.us or write to 
MMBA, Inc., P.O. Box 2881, Jack-
son, MS 39207; phone (601) 965-
0366, fax (601) 965-0362, or email 
info@mmba.us

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 260-4232.

is the Canton, Mississippi Nissan 
plant. We want the people who 
sell these cars to say, ‘this is a 
quality made car in Mississippi.”

She said Nissan started working 
with Habitat International in 2006 
after Hurricane Katrina, by donat-
ing 50 trucks that went to Habitat 
affiliates all around the country.

“That began our relationship 
with Habitat Humanity. In 2007, 
we started building homes. We’ve 
built four houses in Jackson and 
two in Canton. One year we work 
in Jackson and the next year in 
Canton. We will start another 
build next year.”

Confer said Nissan Canton has 
been involved with several chari-
ties - Salvation Army, Red Cross, 

Christmas from the Heart. “We 
have 6,000 people working in this 
plant. Not only are their families 
impacted but so is the community. 
We reach out and share goodwill 
with the community. So people 
like Christina want to do more 
when they see what Nissan is do-
ing as a corporation.”

“We have employees coming 
from 61 of Mississippi’s 82 coun-
ties. We once employed people 
from 82 of the 82 counties. But 
after working here, it is down to 
61 counties because some people 
moved closer to the plant, to Jack-
son and to this area. It has changed 
a lot of lives and the economic 
landscape of Mississippi.”

Therefore, tax paying families 

are on the increase in the area.
“We have volunteers and men-

tors in the Canton Public School 
District. We also recently award-
ed the Canton School District a 
$500,000 award for an interven-
tionist program, to help students 
read better, to overcome difficul-
ties with math, improving their 
skills to be productive within the 
school system. That is a five-year, 
$500,000 program,” Confer said.

Confer said, “Working with 
other groups and other activities, 
there is a lot of synergy in this 
building. Nobody sees themselves 
as one single person; they are all 
connected to the next step in the 
production. And that is how it 
should be.’”
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By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Christopher Moore, Deputy Grand Master 
Emeritus, performs a solo

Oratory contest winners Brittney 
Robinson, Kelsi White and Thantween 
White. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES



A celebration of the life and 
legacy of Leroy Williams Sr. 
was held at College Hill Bap-
tist Church just six weeks af-
ter celebrating his 100th birth-
day at the Embassy Suites in 
Ridgeland, Miss. 

“It was a grand celebra-
tion,” said his daughter Vera 
Adams, referring to the birth-
day party which was attended 
by numerous friends and fam-
ily members. Adams said her 
father had stated that if he 
could only live to be 100 years 
old, then he would be ready to 
go home to be with the Lord. 

Williams, a member of Col-
lege Hill, had close ties to sev-
eral clergy members through-
out the city; after all, he’d 
been around for 100 years.

Hosea J. Hines, pastor of 
Christ Tabernacle, described 
Williams as a “simple man” 
who ‘simply’ dressed sharply 
all the time. Hines said Wil-
liams never stood in middle 
ground; his yes meant ‘yes’ 
and his no meant ‘no.’ 

Pastor Michael T. Wil-
liams, pastor of College Hill, 
quoted an old African prov-
erb: “When an old man dies, 
a library burns to the ground.” 
Pastor Williams was referring 
to the mass of knowledge, ex-
perience and wisdom which 
God had given Leroy Wil-
liams.

Rev. Lenell Davis said he 
and Williams had been great 

friends over many, many 
years. He said he loved Wil-
liams and they had a lot of 
good conversations. “What a 
friend,” Davis said.

Other clergy participation 
included an uplifting prayer 
by Rev. Calvin Peoples of 
College Hill and a solo titled 
“Stand” by Minister Gregory 
Taylor.

The Eulogy for Williams 
was given by prior church 
member and family friend, 
Rev. Stanley Smith of Cross-
roads M. B. Church. Smith 
said, “There comes a time in 
life when we should just let it 
go.” 

Smith titled his eulogy 
“Ask, Seek, Knock.” Wil-
liams asked God for a specific 
time, and when God granted 
him that time he just let it go. 
He said, “Williams asked for 
100 years, he looked toward 
100 years, and he was given 
100 years.”

Others’ participation in 
the service included a tribute 
from grandson Jamaal Wil-
liams and a solo titled “Let 
the Work I’ve Done Speak for 
Me” by granddaughter Cheryl 
D. Mayfield. 

Church member T.J. Rob-
inson stated that Williams 
had a great love for mankind, 
family, and the ‘preached 
word.’ And Malena Dow, also 
a church member, said she 
like so many others always 
felt better about herself after 
speaking with him.
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Leroy Williams Sr. was 
born November 3, 1914, in 
Copiah County, to the late 
Ransom and Ella Walker 
Williams. He transitioned 
from this life to be with the 
Lord on November 29, 2014, 
16 days after his 100th birth-
day.

He accepted Christ at a 
young age and united with 
New Mount Zion Baptist 
Church in Dentville, Miss. 
His early education was in 
Copiah County.

Williams married Salome 
Wilson August 29, 1936, and 
spent the next 51 years with 
her. To this union seven chil-
dren were born.

After moving to Jack-
son, he united with College 
Hill M.B. Church where he 
served on the usher board 
and was a member of the 
Laymans and the Men’s Sun-
day School class.

In 1993, Williams was 
named “Father of the Year.” 
He was an eloquent dresser 

and loved the finer 
things in life.

He was a very 
hard worker. His 
career included 
employment at 
MPJI Colonial 
Bakery, Levell 
Woods Methodist 
Church and First 
Nat ional /Trust-
mark National 
Bank, where he 
retired after serv-
ing many years.

Williams was 
preceded in death 
by his wife, Sa-
lome Williams; 
two daughters - 
Caroline Z. Wil-
liams and Adell Q. 
Williams, and an 
adopted daughter 
Christine Jones; 

three brothers - Kye Wil-
liams, J.B. Williams; and 
one in infancy; three sisters - 
Millie Jane Young, Mae Bell 
Gordon and Mary E. Davis; 
three sons-in-law - Richard 
Robinson, Lawrence Ad-
ams Sr., and Robert Amos 
Sr.; and one daughter-in-law 
Dorothy Williams.

He leaves to cherish his 
loving memory: three daugh-
ters - Sharon L. Bridges-
Robinson, Alois (James) 
Williams and Vera Adams; 
two sons - Leroy Williams 
Jr. and Wesley (Millicent) 
Williams; a son-in-law 
Carvin L. Bridges; a daugh-
ter-in-law Alice Williams; 
his “other” daughter Mary 
Margret Taylor; a sister-
in-law Shirley Wilson; a 
brother-in-law Esther Wil-
son; 17 grandchildren, 30 
great grandchildren, three 
great, great grandchildren 
and a host of very loving 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

A Celebration of Life for Leroy Williams Sr.
November 3, 1914 – November 29, 2014

I n  M e M o r I a M

Williams

Williams received the 
100 years he asked for
By Jackie Hampton
Publisher
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Incorporated’s South Eastern 
Region gathered in Jackson for 
its statewide cluster meeting to 
discuss the future of the sorority 
known for its active role in ser-
vice, leadership and advocacy in 
communities across the globe.

Among the areas of focus was 
to solidify growth and maximize 
program and service initiatives, 
engage in collaborative efforts 
and enhance leadership skills.

Officially called ‘The 2014 
Mississippi Statewide Cluster 
Conference of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated,’ 
more than 500 members from 
across the Magnolia State at-
tended their annual conference. 
It was held December 5 and 6 at 
the Downtown Marriott Hotel.

During the conference, mem-
bers participated in the soror-
ity’s national community ser-
vice project, ‘AKA One Million 
Backpacks.’ The women dressed 
in sorority colors assembled 
backpacks filled with school 
supplies and age-appropriate 
books to promote literacy.

The backpacks will be do-
nated to second graders in the 
Jackson Public Schools Dis-
trict. Through this initiative, one 
million backpacks and related 
school supplies will be distrib-
uted over a four-year period to 
students worldwide. 

“For 106 years, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha has impacted communi-
ties across the globe. The in-
ternational service programs 
we are currently implementing 
continue to make a positive im-
pact on families, youth, and the 
environment, and builds on our 
long tradition of ‘service to all 
mankind,’” said Mary B. Con-
ner, AKA South Eastern regional 
director.

Additionally, members were 
introduced to the sorority’s 
2014-2018 International Pro-
gram - Launching New Dimen-
sions of Service - and were pro-
vided information and training 
on how to implement the service 
efforts in their communities. 

This program focuses on five 
target areas: 1) Educational En-
richment; 2) Health Promotion; 
3) Family Strengthening; 4) En-
vironmental Ownership; and 5) 
Global Impact. 

The conference and the commu-
nity service initiative were spon-
sored by Regions Bank, the Jack-
son Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
DiamondJacks Casino, Entergy and 
AT&T, as well as Alpha Kappa Al-
pha chapters throughout the state of 
Mississippi.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, In-
corporated (AKA) is an internation-
al service organization founded on 
the campus of Howard University 
in Washington, D.C. in 1908. It is 
the oldest Greek-letter organization 
established by African-American 
college-educated women. 

It is comprised of more than 
265,000 members in 986 graduate 
and undergraduate chapters in the 

United States, the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, Bermuda, the Caribbean, 
Canada, Japan, Germany, South 
Korea and on the continent of 
Africa. 

Led by International President 
Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson of 
Milwaukee, Wis., Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority is often hailed as 
“America’s premier Greek-letter 
organization for African-Ameri-
can women.” For more informa-
tion on Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority and its programs, log onto 
www.aka1908.com. 

The sorority’s South East-
ern Region is comprised of 105 
chapters (54 graduate and 48 
undergraduate chapters) in the 
states of Alabama, Mississippi 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority’s South Eastern Region 
donates hundreds of backpacks to underserved
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Photos by Demetrick banks



Jorge “Jinho” Ferreira feels the 
tension between being black and 
carrying a badge every day as a 
sheriff’s deputy in Alameda County, 
California.

“I feel like you have to prove 
yourself on every level,” said Fer-
reira, 39, who patrols about 30 miles 
east of San Francisco. “You have to 
prove yourself to the black commu-
nity, you have to prove yourself to 
all of your co-workers, you have to 
prove yourself to society.”

With the nation roiled by two 
grand juries’ recent decisions not 
to indict white police officers in 
the deaths of unarmed black men, 
some black officers say that as they 
enforce the law, they also wonder 
whether the system they’re sworn to 
uphold is stacked against black men.

In interviews conducted by Asso-
ciated Press reporters across the na-
tion, retired and active black officers 
expressed concern about how black 
men are treated by the largely white 
police forces in the United States, an 
issue that has led to protests alleging 
police brutality. The officers say they 
want change just as much as anyone 
else, and advocate for it where they 
can because they, too, have some-
thing to lose.

“A lot of us have sons, and we 
want to make sure our colleagues are 
treating our young boys with dignity 
and respect,” said Oakland Police 
Lt. LeRonne Armstrong, a 16-year 
veteran.

Since the summertime deaths of 
18-year-old Michael Brown in Fer-
guson, Mo., and Eric Garner, 43, 
who gasped “I can’t breathe” while 
being arrested for allegedly selling 
loose, untaxed cigarettes in New 
York, thousands of people have 
taken to the streets to protest their 
deaths, the grand juries’ decisions - 
and the nation’s police forces.

Caught in the middle are blacks 
working in law enforcement. There 
were an estimated 55,267 African-
Americans in local police depart-
ments and an additional 15,500 in 
sheriff’s departments in 2007, the 
latest information available from the 
Justice Department.

“We’re called things like Uncle 
Toms and traitors to our community, 
in spite of the fact that we sympa-
thize or we agree with the anger 
that our community holds, because 
we feel that same anger,” said Noel 
Leader, a retired New York City po-

lice sergeant who in 1995 co-found-
ed an advocacy group, 100 Blacks In 
Law Enforcement Who Care.

Black officers point out that they 
contend with many of the same ra-
cial issues as black civilians, such as 
stereotypes, racism on the job and 
even confrontations with the police. 
Black plainclothes or undercover 
police officers have been shot by 
their white counterparts, as in the 
2009 death of NYPD Officer Omar 
J. Edwards, who was killed while he 
was chasing a man who had broken 
into his car.

“I understand that when I am giv-
en directions from the police, I am 
very cautious and careful to comply 
with their demands or commands 
until it could be understood what is 
really going on,” said Michael Wil-
liams, a 15-year veteran and presi-
dent of the police union Memphis 
Police Association. “We have to take 
responsibility for our actions, even 
in the black community, and we can 
avoid a whole lot of this.”

Kevin A. Minor, a St. Louis 
County Police recruitment officer 
and field training officer, remembers 
being followed around a discount 
store by a security officer while try-
ing to shop. “If that’s what makes 
him feel like he’s doing his job, oh 
well,” Minor said. “Because I know 
why I’m there, and I’m going to 
leave there with what I’m going to 
buy and that’s it.”

Task forces and commissions 
around the nation are being formed 
to study ways to improve relations 
between police forces and mi-
norities. Three high-ranking House 

Democrats on Tuesday pressed for 
congressional hearings on police tac-
tics and race, and President Barack 
Obama told Black Entertainment 
Television, in an interview aired 
Monday, that a variety of factors, 
from training to subconscious racial 
fears, have combined to create “a 
national problem that’s going to re-
quire a national solution.”

While acknowledging the rage felt 
by communities that feel persecuted 
by the police, some of the black offi-
cers were not quick to blame race for 
some of the deadly encounters.

“I believe that some of these inci-
dents could have been prevented if 
you comply with the law,” Williams 
said. “If someone says put your 
hands up, put your hands up.”

Ferreira said he felt inspired to be-
come a law enforcement officer af-
ter attending a rally decrying Oscar 
Grant’s shooting death at the hands 
of a white transit police officer in 
Oakland 2009. But he also said there 
often is nothing racial about how of-
ficers operate.

“There are two people involved 
that decide the outcome: It’s the 
cop and the suspect,” Ferreira said. 
“Both of them contribute to the out-
come of the interaction. It’s not go-
ing to be the color of one’s skin.”

Black officers say they can help 
quell some of the hostility between 
police and the communities they pa-
trol. “I think law enforcement lead-
ers have to recognize that minority 
officers can be that bridge to build 
trust because they understand where 
the mistrust comes from,” Arm-
strong said.

NATIONAL

WASHINGTON - Americans 
may not agree on much lately, but 
one opinion is nearly universal: 
There’s almost no chance that Pres-
ident Barack Obama, a Democrat, 
and the Republican Congress can 
work together to solve the country’s 
problems.

A new Associated Press-GfK 
poll finds just 13 percent of Ameri-
cans are confident the leaders, 
separated by nearly two miles of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, can work 
together, while 86 percent have no 
such faith. That’s far more than the 
58 percent who felt that way just 
after the 2010 midterm elections in 
which the tea party movement rose 
to prominence.

The doubts cross party lines: 
Fewer than 1 in 5 Democrats or 
independents have confidence the 
two sides can cooperate. Repub-
licans are even more pessimistic, 
with just 1 in 10 confident Obama 
and Congress can work together.

Those who lack confidence 
spread the blame around: 41 percent 
say neither side would do enough 
to work together, 35 percent place 
more blame on the Republicans, 22 
percent on the president.

Neither side holds much hope 
things are going to get better, either. 
Just 16 percent think the president 
is likely to restore public trust in 
government in the next two years, 
while 20 percent feel congressional 
Republicans will.

Robert Cole, 65, said both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans deserve 
blame for Washington’s stalemate: 
“If you want to place the blame, it 
rests on the American voter.”

“They’re not doing their jobs, 
and we as the electorate are stupid 
in sending the same people back 
and expecting things to change,” 
said Cole, a retiree who lives in 
Ocala, Florida.

But not everyone sees coopera-
tion as a positive.

“In my view, the Republicans 
were doing what they needed to do 
to block a harmful agenda coming 
from the executive branch,” said 
Ron Tykoski, 42, a paleontologist 
from Nevada, Texas.

What does the public think 
they’ll be able to do?

A majority say Obama is likely 
to prevent Congress from repealing 
the health care law passed in 2010, 
while nearly half say the GOP is 
likely to block Obama’s executive 
order on immigration. Another 42 
percent think the GOP will block or 

roll back Obama’s environmental 
regulations. Fewer think either side 
will be able to enact the policies on 
their agenda.

Tamara Watson, 35, a high 
school teacher in West Columbia, 
S.C., said immigration and health 
care are the two issues where both 
sides do need to work together. 
She sees Republicans as the bigger 
roadblock.

“They have fought him his entire 

term and a half now, and there’s 
so many of them now,” she said. 
“It’s going to be very difficult for 
(Obama) to work with them when 
there are so many of them versus so 
few of his party.”

Political gridlock itself ranks 
pretty low on the issue scale, 47 
percent call it extremely or very im-
portant compared with 83 percent 
who say the economy is important, 
76 percent who consider health care 

a key issue and 64 percent who say 
unemployment is important.

But the issue prompts Obama’s 
most negative ratings overall: 66 
percent disapprove of his handling 
of gridlock and among Democrats, 
47 percent disapprove.

Approval ratings for the presi-
dent and Congress are about the 
same as before the election, with 41 
percent approval for Obama and 15 
percent Congress. In general, how-
ever, the public expresses greater 
frustration with politics now than 
they did four years ago.

Looking back on last month’s 
elections, 52 percent say they’re 
disappointed with the results while 
50 percent say they’re frustrated. 
Both figures are up significantly 
since 2010. About a quarter, 27 per-
cent, say they’re angry, compared 
with 16 percent in 2010.

Just 37 percent say they’re hope-
ful when they think about the re-
sults of the elections, well below 
the 65 percent saying so after the 
2010 elections, when the GOP took 
control of the House of Represen-
tatives, or the 74 percent who felt 
so when Obama was elected the 
nation’s first black president. Only 
1 in 5 Americans under age 30 de-
scribe themselves as hopeful, fewer 
than any other age group.

More Americans say they trust 
neither party to handle managing 
the federal government than said 
they trust either side over the other. 
Nearly a third of both Democrats 
and Republicans say they trust nei-
ther party to handle managing the 
federal government, along with al-
most 6 in 10 independents.

But Cole said this hasn’t turned 
him away from politics.

“As aggravating as it is, I’m still 
paying attention just to see if I can 
find somebody out there who is go-
ing to do more than talk about co-
operating and find a way forward,” 
he said.

The AP-GfK Poll of 1,010 adults 
was conducted online Dec. 4-8, 
using a sample drawn from GfK’s 
probability-based Knowledge-
Panel, which is designed to be 
representative of the U.S. popula-
tion. The margin of sampling er-
ror for all respondents is plus or 
minus 3.4 percentage points.

Respondents were first selected 
randomly using phone or mail 
survey methods and later inter-
viewed online. People selected 
for KnowledgePanel who didn’t 
otherwise have access to the In-
ternet were provided access at no 
cost to them.

Nearly 9 in 10 doubt Obama, 
GOP can break gridlock

Black police straddle a line 
between race and duty WASHINGTON - Top spies past 

and present campaigned Wednes-
day to discredit the Senate’s inves-
tigation into the CIA’s harrowing 
torture practices after 9/11, battling 
to define the historical record and 
deter potential legal action around 
the world.

The Senate intelligence commit-
tee’s report doesn’t urge prosecu-
tion for wrongdoing, and the Jus-
tice Department has no interest in 
reopening a criminal probe. But the 
threat to former interrogators and 
their superiors was underlined as a 
U.N. special investigator demanded 
those responsible for “systematic 
crimes” be brought to justice, and 
human rights groups pushed for the 
arrest of key CIA and Bush admin-
istration figures if they travel over-
seas.

Current and former CIA officials 
pushed back, determined to paint 
the Senate report as a political stunt 
by Senate Democrats tarnishing a 
program that saved American lives. 
It is a “one-sided study marred by 
errors of fact and interpretation - es-
sentially a poorly done and partisan 
attack on the agency that has done 
the most to protect America,” for-
mer CIA directors George Tenet, 
Porter Goss and Michael Hayden 
wrote in a Wall Street Journal opin-
ion piece.

Hayden was singled out by Sen-
ate investigators for what they said 
was a string of misleading or out-
right false statements he gave in 
2007 about the importance of the 
CIA’s brutal treatment of detainees 
in thwarting terrorist attacks. He de-
scribed the focus on him as “ironic 
on so many levels” as any wrong-
doing predated his arrival at the 
CIA. “They were far too interested 
in yelling at me,” Hayden said in an 
email to The Associated Press.

The intelligence committee’s 
500-page release concluded that the 
CIA inflicted suffering on al-Qaida 
prisoners beyond its legal authority 
and that none of the agency’s “en-
hanced interrogations” provided 
critical, life-saving intelligence. It 
cited the CIA’s own records, docu-
menting in detail how waterboard-
ing and lesser-known techniques 
such as “rectal feeding” were actu-
ally employed.

The CIA is now in the uncom-
fortable position of defending itself 
publicly, given its basic mission to 
protect the country secretly. Its 136-
page rebuttal suggests Senate Dem-
ocrats searched through millions of 
documents to pull out only the evi-
dence backing up pre-determined 
conclusions. “That’s like doing a 
crossword puzzle on Tuesday with 
Wednesday’s answer’s key,” the 
CIA said in an emailed statement.

Challenging one of the report’s 
most explosive arguments - that 
harsh interrogation techniques 

didn’t lead to Osama bin 
Laden - the CIA pointed to 
questioning of Ammar al-
Baluchi, who revealed how 
an al-Qaida operative re-
layed messages to and from 
bin Laden after he departed 
Afghanistan. Before then, 
the CIA said, it only knew 
that courier Abu Ahmad al-
Kuwaiti interacted with bin 
Laden in 2001 when the 
al-Qaida leader was acces-
sible to many of his follow-
ers. Al-Kuwaiti eventually 
led the U.S. to bin Laden’s 
compound in Pakistan.

Poring over the same 
body of evidence as the 
investigators, the CIA in-
sisted most of the 20 case 
studies cited in the Senate 
report actually illustrated 
how enhanced interroga-
tions helped disrupt plots, 
capture terrorists and pre-
vent another 9/11-type at-
tack. The agency said it ob-
tained legal authority for its 
actions from the Justice De-
partment and White House, 
and made “good faith” ef-
forts to keep congressional 
leaders informed.

Former CIA officials responsible 
for the program echoed these points 
in interviews.

John McLaughlin, then deputy 
CIA director, said waterboarding 
and other tactics transformed Sept. 
11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed into a U.S. “consultant” 
on al-Qaida.

Tenet, the director on Sept. 11, 
2001, said the interrogation pro-
gram “saved thousands of Ameri-
cans lives” while the country faced 
a “ticking time bomb every day.”

Vice President Dick Cheney 
also pushed back. And former top 
CIA officials published a website 
- ciasavedlives.com - pointing out 
decade-old statements from Sens. 
Dianne Feinstein and Jay Rocke-
feller in apparent support of agency 
efforts. The two Democrats spear-
headed the Senate investigation.

The intelligence committee’s 
Republicans issued their own 167-
page “minority” report and said the 
Democratic analysis was flawed, 
dishonest and, at $40 million, a 
waste of taxpayer money. Fein-
stein’s office said Wednesday most 
of the cost was incurred by the CIA 
in trying to hide its record.

If the sides agreed on one thing, 
it was the CIA suffered from sig-
nificant mismanagement problems 
early on. The agency and its Repub-
lican supporters said those failings 
were corrected.

“We have learned from these 
mistakes,” current CIA Director 
John Brennan said.

President George W. Bush ap-
proved the program through a 
covert finding in 2002 but wasn’t 

briefed by the CIA on the details 
until 2006.

Obama banned harsh interro-
gation tactics upon taking office, 
calling the treatment “torture.” But 
he has shown little interest in hold-
ing accountable anyone involved, 
a sore point among human rights 
groups and his supporters on the 
left.

“Unless this important truth-tell-
ing process leads to prosecution of 
officials, torture will remain a ‘pol-
icy option’ for future presidents,” 
said Kenneth Roth, Human Rights 
Watch’s director.

Lawyers representing former 
CIA detainees have introduced cas-
es in Europe and Canada, though to 
little success thus far. Undeclared 
prisons existed in Poland, Romania 
and Lithuania, among countries.

Twenty-six Americans, mostly 
CIA agents, were convicted in ab-
sentia in Italy of kidnapping a Mus-
lim cleric in Milan in 2003, limit-
ing their ability to travel for fear of 
extradition. The former CIA base 
chief in Italy was briefly detained 
in Panama last year before being 
returned to the U.S.

The potential prosecution of 
CIA officials explains somewhat 
the agency’s aggressive response. 
For months, it reviewed the Sen-
ate report to black out names or 
information that might allow 
foreign governments, investigat-
ing magistrates and human rights 
lawyers to identify individuals. 
It demanded the elimination of 
pseudonyms in part so foreign 
courts wouldn’t be able to con-
nect evidence to a single indi-
vidual.

CIA fights back after torture report

FILE - In this May 8, 2006 file photo, then-Air 
Force Gen. Michael Hayden speaks in the 
Oval Office at the White House in Washington 
after President Bush announced he was his 
choice to replace outgoing CIA Director Por-
ter Goss. The head of the CIA during Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s second term says “I 
didn’t lie” to Congress about harsh interro-
gations of terrorism suspects. Retired Gen. 
Michael Hayden does say the intelligence 
community labored after Sept. 11, 2001 to re-
pel further attacks against the U.S. AP PHOTO/
ROn EDMOnDS, FILE

This photo taken Dec. 8, 2014 shows Alameda County Deputy Sheriff Jorge 
Ferreira in front of the REACH Crime Prevention unit in San Leandro, Calif. 
Jorge “Jinho” Ferreira feels the tension between being black and carrying a 
badge every day as a sheriff’s deputy in Alameda County, California. With the 
nation roiled by two grand juries’ recent refusal to indict white police officers in 
the deaths of unarmed black men, some black police officers say that as they 
enforce the law, they also wonder whether the system they’re sworn to uphold 
is stacked against black men. AP PHOTO/BEn MARGOT

FILE - In this Dec. 1, 2014 file photo, the Capitol is seen at dusk in Washington. 
Americans may not agree on much lately, but one opinion is nearly universal: 
There’s almost no chance that President Barack Obama and the Republicans 
in Congress can work together to solve the country’s problems. A new 
Associated Press-GfK poll finds just 13 percent of Americans are confident 
the leaders on either end of Pennsylvania Avenue can work together, while 86 
percent have no such faith. That’s far more than the 58 percent who felt that 
way just after the 2010 midterm elections in which the tea party movement rose 
to prominence. AP PHOTO/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE
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OpiniOn

i am still 
numb with grief 
and painful anx-
iety. The grand 
jury in new 
York heard all 
of the testimony 

and read all of the evidence and 
decided not to bring an indict-
ment in the Eric Garner case.

The replay: Eric Garner was 
43 years old and the attempted 
arrest was for selling cigarettes 
illegally. He was placed in a 
chokehold by new York police 
Officer, Daniel pantaleo and 
never recovered. He died liter-
ally on the streets of new York 
despite saying several times, “i 
can’t breathe.”

He was a black man and a 
father of six children. The po-

lice officer is white. it creates 
a similar racial refrain just re-
cently played out in Ferguson, 
Missouri. 

Garner did not have a gun 
but was known to police in 
new York because of crimi-
nal mischief. And yes, while 
he had a criminal past, did he 
deserve to die because he was 
selling contraband cigarettes?

The answer to that question 
is a resounding “no!”

Eric Holder, U.S. Attorney 
General, has announced that 
there will be a federal investi-
gation. Benjamin Crump, Civil 
Rights attorney, said grand jury 
rules and regulations should 
be reviewed and possibly 
changed.

What is disheartening and 
extremely aggravating about 
these latest killings is the mis-

trust of the police by African 
Americans. This mistrust did 
not start in Ferguson nor will it 
end in new York. 

in recent memory, we can 
recall the Rodney King inci-
dent where he is being beaten 
unmercifully by police from 
the Los Angeles police depart-
ment.

After watching that video, 
i came to the conclusion that 
these policemen were guilty 
and would lose their jobs. Well, 
it didn’t turn out that way. 
The policemen involved were 
found not guilty and didn’t lose 
their jobs.  

in view of the riots in that 
aftermath, Rodney King, in a 
question heard around Ameri-
ca, asked “Can’t we all just get 
along?”

in the Eric Garner video 

from the July incident you can 
see that he was a big man. You 
also heard him saying, “Don’t 
touch me,” more than one time.  
Could that statement have been 
intimidating to the officers sur-
rounding him?  

Even if some would say yes, 
couldn’t they have used mace? 
Couldn’t they have wrestled 
him to the ground and hand-
cuffed him without the choke 
hold?

He was put in a chokehold 
which was banned by the po-
lice department and the officers 
ignored the audible sayings of 
“i can’t breathe.” He dies at the 
scene, causing “we the people” 
to take a dark step back into the 
past in our quest to make this 
country better.

What has become abundantly 
clear is there must be some im-

mediate and dynamic dialogue 
between the black community 
and the police. Because such 
incidents like the one in Fergu-
son and new York City haven’t 
happened where you live, that 
doesn’t mean the conversa-
tions shouldn’t take place.

That is even more of a rea-
son that they should take place 
now. Until these conversations 
happens, this nation will con-
tinue to hemorrhage socially. i 
grew up respecting and fear-
ing the police. i still respect 
them but i also still fear them.

Community groups and 
places of worship must make 
a renewed and dedicated ef-
fort to engage our black boys 
before it is too late.

if you are young, black and 
male, you are at risk every 
single day. if you think other-

wise, you are naïve. What is 
happening on these streets can 
cost you your life - with one 
wrong move.

The African American com-
munity continues to protest 
across the country with the 
mantra, “Black Lives Mat-
ter.” Yet black lives are being 
lost every day in a variety of 
ways, not just at the hands of 
the police. They are taken also 
as a result of black-on-black 
shootings.

Funerals for black boys and 
men are mounting. We know 
the causes all too well. What 
we need now are solutions.

James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D. 
is an education consultant 
and youth advocate. He is 
President Emeritus of the 
Teen Mentoring Committee of 
Ohio.

“i can’t be-
lieve that in the 
21st century 
in the United 
States of Amer-
ica, we can’t 
get a simple 

indictment for a murder of a 
man that was caught on vid-
eotape,” said new York Con-
gresswoman Yvette Clarke 
hours after the news of a Stat-
en island grand jury failing to 
indict officer Daniel pantaleo.

pantaleo, a new York City 
cop, has two lawsuits against 
him. One was settled by the 
city of new York. The other is 
still pending. pantaleo stran-
gled 48-year-old Eric Garner 
to death on July 17, 2014, less 
than a month before a white 
Ferguson police Officer shot 
teenager Michael Brown to 
death.

But in Garner’s case it was 
all on video.

On Dec.1, president Barack 
Obama asked Congress to ap-
prove $263 million for police 
body cameras and training. 
The $75 million for 50,000 
body cameras for police has 
been a primary focus of what 
many hope is a solution to 
police brutality - or at least a 
tool that will make it easier to 
prosecute police involved in 
misconduct.

But with a partisan fight un-
der way over the president’s 
immigration executive order, 
there’s a real question about 
whether Congress will take 
action on his proposal. How-
ever, the bigger question is: 
will video matter?

if a cop can’t be indicted 
for choking a man to death on 
a city street and it is caught 
entirely on video, then under 
what circumstances can a cop 
be indicted?

Garner was begging for 
his life and said 11 times, “i 
can’t breathe” when pantaleo 
held him in a choke hold that 
even new York City police 
Commissioner William Brat-
ton called “disturbing” and a 
violation of police procedure. 
And even with all of it caught 
on video, there was no indict-
ment.

Several elected officials are 
focusing on the question of 
whether cameras are the solu-
tion.

“What good is a body cam-
era? A body camera is sup-

posed to be utilized so you 
can see what facts took place. 
So in effect we had a body 
camera here; we see it all,” 
said Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
n.Y.).

“it brings into question 
whether body cameras will 
make any difference. The 
whole incident was on cam-
era. But if prosecutors mis-
handled the presentation of 
the charges to the grand jury, 
you come up with no indict-
ment,” said Rep. Bennie 
Thompson (D-Miss.). “Given 
what’s happened in Ferguson 
and the tenor of where i see a 
lot of people in this country, 
i’m not surprised” at the out-
come.

“When you have an appar-
ent felonious action on video-
tape, someone engaging in an 
illegal choke hold that causes 
someone’s death, it’s very 
difficult to understand how 
there’s not an indictment, and 
not at least probable cause,” 
said Rep. Jerrold nadler (D-
n.Y.).

The timing of the grand 
jury non-indictment and the 
body-camera issue could not 
be more relevant. not only 
did president Obama focus on 
the issue on December 1, but 
body cameras will soon be in 
widespread use by the larg-
est police department in the 
country. 

Starting over the week-
end, 50 nYpD officers began 
wearing body cameras. The 
program is then expected to 
expand to 35,000 officers af-
ter a three-month trial period.

Body cameras for the new 
York City police Department 
came as the result of a judi-
cial mandate stemming from 
a lawsuit over the city’s mas-
sive stop-and-frisk program 
targeting young African-
American and Latino men for 
more than a decade. 

This follows trial programs 
in several police departments 
that have instituted the use 
of body cameras, with some 
positive results.

One of the ironies of the 
Eric Garner case is that he 
was killed by a new York 
City police officer during a 
time of historically low crime 
in new York City.

After a decade of listen-
ing to former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and former po-
lice Commissioner Ray Kelly 
drone on about how stop-and-

frisk lowered crime, recent 
crime stats showed another 
decrease in crime in 2014.

Even with almost no stop-
and-frisk after Mayor Bill De 
Blasio became mayor, crime 
in new York continued to go 
down.

Even though technology 
and the prevalence of mobile 
phones have opened a win-
dow on day-to-day police 
activity, another piece of the 
puzzle that leads to cops’ ac-
tually being held accountable 
for their actions is missing.

Because of the often close 
relationships between prose-
cutors and police, indictments 
are hard to get, even with vid-
eo evidence.

“Local prosecutors should 
not be presenting in police-re-
lated deaths. prosecutors and 
police are bedfellows, they’re 
buddies,” said attorney Mid-
win Charles on “newsOne 
now with Roland Martin” on 
December 4.

America leads industrial-
ized nations in police killings. 
An average of more than 400 
people a year are killed at the 

hands of police.
Right now members of Con-

gress, specifically members 
of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, are strategizing in an 
effort to figure out what to do 
next after two weeks of frus-
trating news in Garner’s case 
and the Michael Brown case 
in Ferguson, Mo. Many are 
angry.

“i’m struggling because i’m 
also the father of two African-
American boys, and i don’t 
know what to say to them 
about what’s happening in 
this country right now,” said 
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-
n.Y.).

Lauren Victoria Burke is 
freelance writer and creator 
of the blog Crewof42.com, 
which covers African Ameri-
can members of Congress. 
She appears regularly on 
“NewsOneNow with Roland 
Martin” and on WHUR FM, 
900 AM WURD. She can be 
reached through her website, 
laurenvictoriaburke.com, or 
Twitter @Crewof42 or by e-
mail at LBurke007@gmail.
com.

“Hands Up, 
Don’t Shoot!”

“no Justice, 
no peace!”

“i Can’t 
Breathe!”

“Black Lives 
Matter!”

Those are the chants and 
hand-written signs that continue 
to characterize marches, die-ins, 
sit-ins and other non-violent 
actions in more than 50 cities 
across the nation in response 
to grand jury decisions in Mis-
souri and new York not to indict 
white police officers for killing 
unarmed African Americans.

As always, there are detrac-
tors who argue that civil rights 
marches, while helpful in the 
past, are passe in an era of a 
black family occupying the 
White House. They are wrong. 
And if they had studied history, 
they would know it.

Every inch of progress to-
ward racial justice and equality 
in America has only come as a 
consequence of organized public 
protest and struggle. Each march 
had goals that went beyond 
marching for the sake of march-
ing.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, and 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, as 
well as all the subsequent racial 
justice laws were only estab-
lished after a protracted period 
of civil rights demonstrations 
and protest.

it is noteworthy that today a 
growing number of young peo-
ple are not only marching but 
assuming leadership roles in the 
mass marches in support of Mi-
chael Brown, Eric Garner, Akai 
Gurley, Tamir Rice and Rumain 
Brisbon.

From Boston to Los Angeles, 
Miami to phoenix, from Chi-
cago to new York City, from 
Washington, D.C. to Atlanta, 
and from St. Louis to pittsburgh 
people are demanding equal jus-
tice. people are protesting ex-
cessive use of deadly force and 
police brutality. And the  move-
ment is growing.

On Saturday, December 13, 
there will be another “March on 
Washington, D.C.” This time, 
it will be called the “national 
March against police Brutality” 
and will demand equal justice 
and federal intervention to halt 
the senseless killing of unarmed 
blacks and other people of color. 
it will be con-sponsored by a 
coalition of civil rights organiza-
tions and union and trade asso-
ciations.

The coalition includes the 
national Action network, na-

tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored people 
(nAACp), national Urban 
League, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
national newspaper publish-
ers Association (nnpA), the 
Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights, the institute for policy 
Studies, the national Coalition 
on Black Civic participation, 
and the Hip-Hop Caucus. The 
goal of the march will be to seek 
additional protection from Con-
gress and the Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ).

We want the DOJ to deploy 
federal special prosecutors to 
take over cases of black Ameri-
cans being killed by police of-
ficers. We should work with 
members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) to craft the 
appropriate legislation and rem-
edies that should be adopted into 
law.  

The issues of racial profil-
ing, police use of deadly force, 
prosecutorial misconduct, inade-
quate police training, video cam-
eras on police officers, and grand 
jury injustice all are matters that 
require systemic change.

Yes marching does make a 
difference in particular if it leads 
to both a change in how laws are 
established and enforced with 
transparency and equal justice.  
in his book, Where Do We Go 
From Here: Chaos or Commu-
nity? Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
warned:

“The persistence of racism in 
depth and the dawning aware-
ness that negro demands will 
necessitate structural changes 
in society have generated a new 
phase of white resistance in 
north and South.’’

it is ironic, although some 
will say it is providential, that 47 
years after Dr. King’s prophetic 
words, the persistence of racism 
in America continues with a ma-
jority of white Americans living 
in what Rev. Joe Lowery calls 
the 51st state - the state of denial. 

Yet, younger Americans - 
black, white, Latino, Asian, and 
native - are jointly protesting 
racially-motivated police kill-
ings. i agree that attaining equal 
justice today requires more 
marches and demonstrations. 
But as always, they also repre-
sent a great start.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is 
president and CEO of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers 
Association (NNPA) and can be 
reached for national advertise-
ment sales and partnership pro-
posals at dr.bchavis@nnpa.org. 
For lectures and other profes-
sional consultations, visit http://
drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/
drbfc

?Ask Alma

No wedding invite
Dear Alma,
A colleague has invited 

me to her bridal shower, but 
so far i’ve received no invi-
tation to the wedding. i’ve 
known for about six months 
that the wedding would be 
out of state at a resort. Her 
family has groused about 
it being so far away. And i 
doubt a wedding invite is 
forthcoming. 

My colleague is not a 
young street urchin. She’s a 
seasoned professional. She 
is aware of social etiquette. 
So am i really supposed to 
hop to a bridal shower with 
gift without an invite to the 
main event? 

Uninvited 

Dear Uninvited,
Oh, my sweetness, did 

you say “street urchin?” 
LMBO; i am on the floor! 
i must admit, my brain is 
split down the middle on 
this one. 

On one side, it sounds 
like you’re offended, and if 
we were following the dic-
tates of social etiquette, yes, 
you would be right. if you 

receive an invitation to the 
bridal shower, you should 
also receive an invitation to 
the wedding. 

Then again, there are al-
ways exceptions - like if 
the person is a colleague 
and you never spend time 
together outside of work. 
Most times, the employees 
agree to throw a shower or 
take up a collection for a 
gift. 

now the other side of my 
brain is thinking, especially 
in this economy, that you 
should be glad your col-
league didn’t invite you to 
her destination wedding. 
Along with her gift, you’d 
be forking up airfare, hotel 
charges, plus related ex-
penses - for someone who 
isn’t your sister, best friend, 
college roommate or first 
cousin. 

i’d suggest you go to the 
shower, yes, with an af-
fordable gift in hand and 
have a great time. Anybody 
who uses “street urchin” in 
a sentence is clearly, long 
overdue for a vacation.

Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

Yes, marching still 
makes a difference
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REPLAY: death for selling ‘loosy’ cigarettes 

Will video 
cameras reduce 
police brutality?By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 

NNPA Columnist

By Dr. James B. Ewers Jr.           
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Lauren Victoria Burke         
NNPA Columnist



Students from across the 
Jackson Public School District 
gathered at Cardozo Middle 
School November 6, 2014, 
for the District Reading Fair 
competition. JPS elementary, 
middle and high school stu-
dents not only showed off their 
reading skills but their artistry 
with creative interpretations of 
their favorite books. The stu-
dents dressed as their favorite 
characters from the stories they 
read as they explained their 
storyboards to judges.

To qualify for the district 
level competition, students had 
to win first place at the school 
level. Students take part in the 
school and district reading fairs 
to prepare for the regional and 
state competitions. All of the 
first place winners move up to 
the next level of competition. 
The next step for the District 
Reading Fair first place win-
ners is the Region 3 Reading 
Fair to be held March 6, 2015, 
at the Mississippi School for 

the Blind. 
The Mississippi Reading 

Fair originated at the Missis-
sippi Department of Educa-
tion in 1998. The purpose of 
the competition is to provide 
students in grades K-12 the 
opportunity to share their fa-
vorite fictional book through 

a storyboard display. Students 
should be able to state the 
characters, plot, setting and 
tone for their books. The im-
plementation of the Common 
Core State Standards places 
an emphasis on students read-
ing complex texts at each 
grade level.

More than 2,200 Jackson 
Public Schools ninth grade 
students attended the 2014 
Career Exploration Fair held 
November 11, 2014, at the 
Jackson Convention Com-
plex. This was a first-of-its-
kind event for the city of Jack-
son. Students from all seven 
JPS high schools and alterna-
tive schools attended the in-
teractive, in-depth career fair 
designed to expose them to a 
multitude of prospective ca-
reer choices.

The students took part in 
more than 80 career demon-
strations led by community 
businesses, agencies, and lo-
cal colleges and universities. 
Through hands-on experienc-
es, the students were able to 
explore careers within each of 
16 career clusters. They used 
the opportunity to engage with 
professionals in those areas, 
asking them questions to gain 
a deeper understanding of the 
fields. The activities helped 
students to connect their in-
terests to existing educational 
and career opportunities in the 
Jackson Metro Area.

The Career Exploration Fair 
was organized by Alignment 
Jackson as an important part 
of the newly implemented 
Freshman Academies adopted 
by Jackson Public Schools this 
school year. It was designed 
to help students select an aca-
demic pathway during high 
school based on their personal 
interests and aptitudes.

“Participating businesses 
actively supported the Dis-
trict’s goal of ensuring all 
students are college and ca-
reer ready,” said JPS Super-
intendent Dr. Cedrick Gray. 
“Exposing Jackson students 
to the wide array of career op-
portunities is motivating for 
students, and for many of our 
students, the Career Fair was 
a transformative educational 
experience.”

Major sponsors of the Ca-
reer Exploration Fair with 
Jackson Public Schools in-
cluded AT&T, United Way of 
the Capital Area, Trustmark 
National Bank, Garrett En-
terprises, Jackson Conven-
tion Complex, the City of 
Jackson, Phi Theta Kappa, 

the Greater Jackson Cham-
ber Partnership, Entergy, and 
OdysseyWare. Friends of JPS 
included Atmos Energy, Ban-
corpSouth, Baptist Health 
Systems, UPS, Mississippi 
Economic Council, Venture 
Technologies, and Wells Far-
go.

Alignment Jackson is a col-
laborative, non-profit frame-

work for improving Jackson’s 
schools that coordinates com-
munity resources with the 
strategic plan of the Jackson 
Public School District. Its 
founding partners are Unit-
ed Way of the Capital Area, 
the Greater Jackson Cham-
ber Partnership, the City of 
Jackson, and Jackson Public 
Schools.

JPS students gather at 
Cardozo Middle for the 
district reading fair

JPS and Alignment Jackson’s 
Interactive Career Fair helps 
students plan for brighter futures

District Reading Fair first place winners will move on to the Region 3 Fair in March 2015.

More than 2,200 JPS students descended upon the Jackson Convention 
Complex on November 11, 2014, to explore possible career fields in 16 
career clusters.

Timberlawn first graders Ashantia and Acelia Donerson won first place 
at the school level to qualify for the district level fair.
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Six new technical programs 
aimed at getting college students 
ready to go to work in a year’s 
time will be offered at the Vicks-
burg-Warren Campus of Hinds 
Community College beginning 
in January, and at least two local 
managers of business develop-
ment offices are seeing positives 
for the community workforce.

The programs - all designed 
for each student to complete the 
requirements for a career certifi-
cate in two semesters - are au-
tomotive technology, residential 
carpentry, animation simulation 
and design, welding, culinary 
arts and early childhood devel-
opment. Plans are to also offer 
the appropriate classes for stu-
dents to receive the advanced 
technical certificates.

“This is a way for us to help 
fast-track students into the job 
markets and assist employers in 
getting trained workers quick-
ly,” said Marvin Moak, who is 
winding up his first semester as 
dean of the Vicksburg-Warren 
Campus.

The classes are “hybrid,” 
Moak said, which means stu-
dents will be required to com-

plete part of their 
work online. The 
students will meet in 
classes on the Vicks-
burg campus, from 5 
p.m. until midnight 
on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays for the two 
semesters.

Each of the pro-
grams has a similar 
offering during the 
daytime for high 
school students, he 
explained. He said 
opening the classes 
at night will increase 
opportunities for 
those high school stu-
dents seeking college 
credit while still be-
ing enrolled in high 
school and “open the courses to 
both employers and the general 
public at night.”

Moak said he expects sev-
eral Vicksburg employers to 
profit most from the programs. 
As examples, he mentioned Er-
gon; Cameron, which formerly 
was LeTourneau Technologies; 
casino restaurants; daycares; 
auto dealerships; homebuilders 
and residential and commercial 

maintenance contractors. Ad-
ditionally, he said he hopes the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
whose three Vicksburg facilities 
play a significant role in research 
and maintenance of the Missis-
sippi River and its tributaries, 
will find employees among the 
graduates of the animation sim-
ulation and design program.

Kent Pepper, general manager 
of Ergon’s maintenance ser-
vices, said the new welding pro-

gram is particularly attractive 
to his company, which refines 
and distributes petroleum prod-
ucts and includes operations in 
Vicksburg.

“We are very encouraged to 
see pipe welding become a part 
of the Hinds curriculum,” Pep-
per said. “One of the biggest 
challenges we face is access to 
well-trained, qualified local pipe 
welders.

“As the program grows and 

produces graduates, 
we are confident 
that this program 
will certainly aid us 
meeting this chal-
lenge,” Pepper said.

Jane Flowers, ex-
ecutive director of 
the Vicksburg-War-
ren County Cham-
ber of Commerce 
and a former long-
time instructor and 
administrator at the 
Hinds Vicksburg 
campus, said the 
college’s announce-
ment is welcomed 
by the Chamber.

“Now high school 
graduates and 
people who want 

to change careers have the op-
portunity to earn credentials in 
high-demand areas locally,” she 
said. “This opportunity certainly 
meets the needs of our Chamber 
members with regard to finding 
qualified employees.”

Wayne Mansfield, executive 
director of the Vicksburg-War-
ren County Port Commission, 
said he sees the programs as 
“outstanding opportunities for 

expanding our workforce devel-
opment and training.”

“It is also exciting to see a 
blend of offerings from the tra-
ditional technical areas to the 
service occupations,” said Man-
sfield, whose position includes 
overseeing development of the 
E.W. Haining Industrial Center 
at the Vicksburg harbor and Ce-
res Research and Industrial In-
terplex off Interstate 20 at Flow-
ers.

The Vicksburg-Warren Cam-
pus of Hinds Community Col-
lege has been in operation since 
1975. The current enrollment in 
Vicksburg, including college, 
high school and GED classes, 
is about 1,000 students. Enroll-
ment across the five-county dis-
trict is about 12,000.

Registration for the 2015 
spring semester is under way 
at www.hindscc.edu. Potential 
students also may visit the cam-
pus at 755 Mississippi 27 South. 
Face-to-face classes begin Jan. 
12 and online classes begin on 
Jan. 20.

For more information about 
the Vicksburg-Warren Campus, 
see  http://www.hindscc.edu/
Map_Locations/vk/default.aspx

Minority representation in 
STEM subjects is a major concern 
nationally, but Jackson State Uni-
versity is tackling the issue with 
six minority Ph.D. chemists gradu-
ating at Fall Commencement Dec. 
12.

That number includes four 
women minority Ph.D. chemists 
graduating - a minority within a 
minority.

The female African American 
students are: Shantelle Hughes, 
Kristen Lewis, Cassandra McCal-
lum, and Danielle McShan, ac-
cording to Dr. Hongtao Yu, chair 
of the Department of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry. The minority 
breakdown is added to with female 
student Fahmida Zeren and a mi-
nority male, Zhen Fan.

Providing so many minority 
Ph.D.s is noteworthy, said Yu.

“The Chemistry Ph.D. program 
started to admit students in 1999 
and graduated a total of 51 Ph.D.s 
(23 African Americans and 26 fe-
males) in the period of 11 years 
2003-2014,” Yu said. “The average 
of 2.1 African American Chemis-
try Ph.D. graduates per year ranks 
second in the nation. Nationally, 
the average of chemistry Ph.D. 
graduates who are African Ameri-
cans is about 50 per year.”

Readying to accept her doctoral 
degree as one of those 50 per year 
at JSU’s Commencement, Lewis 
said she almost went into medicine 
instead. She was accepted into 
medical school through Brown 
University’s Early Identification 
Program while she was an under-
graduate at Tougaloo College.

“Much to my parents’ and pro-
fessors’ dismay, I knew that my 
passion was in teaching as well as 
research.” She was recruited to the 
graduate program at Jackson State.

Graduate school wasn’t easy, 
said the 27-year-old Monroe, La., 
native. “The biggest challenge I 
faced was finding balance. I had 
to learn how to balance my per-
sonal life with my academic life. 
Oftentimes, I would become over-
whelmed because I wouldn’t take 
time to rest and relax. I have seen 
a lot of students get burned out 
that way because they became so 
consumed in their research and 
stressed about passing their cours-
es.”

Dr. Glake Hill, her graduate ad-
visor, passed along some good ad-
vice: “Work hard and play hard.” 
That means, she said, “when it is 
time to work, work hard, complete 

your tasks, and don’t 
play around.” But when 
not working, give your 
time the same respect. 
“When it is time to play, 
rest, relax, have fun, and 
don’t work. His philoso-
phy became the mantra 
that kept me sane during 
graduate school.”

Lewis said she would 
definitely recommend 
STEM fields to other 
young women.

“My advice is to truly 
examine your reasons 
for pursuing STEM 
studies. From the very 
beginning, know your 
end goal and construct 
a plan for your gradu-
ate studies accordingly 
so that you can make 
the most of your time. 
Choose a mentor that 
will challenge you and 
work with you to ac-
complish your goals. 
Lastly, your most valu-
able commodity is your time. 
Make sure you are spending it 
wisely.”

Jackson State is amassing a trail-
blazing record for women and mi-
norities in STEM fields, since ac-
cording to the Journal of Chemical 
Education, the number of chemis-
try Ph.D.s granted to people from 
underrepresented minority groups 
is only about five percent of all 
chemistry Ph.D.s. That includes 
only about two percent representa-
tion for African-Americans, three 
percent for Hispanic students and 
seven percent for Asian students of 
total degrees.

Of course, this is not the case at 
JSU, where STEM is vigorously 
pursued not only by the College 
of Science, Engineering and Tech-
nology, but championed by JSU 
President Dr. Carolyn W. Meyers 
- especially among minorities and 
female minorities.

Dr. Meyers herself earned a 
bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering from Howard Univer-
sity, a master’s degree in mechani-
cal engineering and a doctorate 
in chemical engineering from the 
Georgia Institute of Technology. 
She completed post-doctoral work 
at Harvard University. She is a fel-
low in the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers and a board 
member of the American Council 
on Education.

Speaking to education faculty 
and staff recently, she confided 

her own career path wasn’t easy, 
saying: “You can imagine being a 
woman engineer in the late 1960s - 
and the only black woman.”

But she has indeed blazed a 
trail. In October, the National Or-
ganization for the Professional Ad-
vancement of Black Chemists and 
Chemical Engineers named Mey-
ers winner of the 2014 NOBCChE 
President’s Award for Excellence 
in STEM Research and Mentor-
ing.

Jackson State’s Ph.D.s are 
achieving success, as well. Ac-
cording to Yu, “after graduation, 
100 percent are employed within 
one year of graduation: 49 per-
cent, postdoctoral fellowships; 22 
percent industrial/higher education 
jobs; 18 percent higher education 
faculty; four percent seeking sec-
ond doctoral degree, and the rest of 
the seven percent are new gradu-
ates seeking a job.”

Currently, said Yu, “43 per-
cent of the former graduates are 
employed as faculty members in 
higher education institutions.”

That’s not lost on Lewis, either. 
“I want to become a professor 
at a small college or university,” 
she said. “Later on, I may transi-
tion into being an administrator or 
dean.”

JSU’s commencement will be 
held at 6 p.m. Dec. 12 at the Lee 
E. Williams Athletics and Assem-
bly Center, 1400 John R. Lynch St. 
Former New Orleans mayor Marc 
H. Morial is the featured speaker.

The Greater Imani Church 
and Christian Center in 
Memphis has invited the in-
ternationally-acclaimed Tou-
galoo College Concert Choir 
to participate in the “Gospel 
According to Jazz” Christ-
mas Concert on Sunday, De-
cember 14 at 7 p.m.

The free concert also fea-

tures Kirk Whalum, Gerald 
Albright, Shelea and Kevin 
Whalum.

Greater Imani Church and 
Christian Center is a vibrant 
church located in Memphis 
but its reach extends glob-
ally.

General admission to the 
concert is free but VIP tick-
ets may be purchased for $30 

directly from the church.
For more informa-

tion, contact 901) 274-
6711 or call (Toll Free) 
1-877-27IMANI.  The 
Church is located at 3824 
Austin Peay Hwy, Memphis, 
TN 38128 or visit on the web 
at http://www.greaterimani-
church.org/christmas_con-
cert.html.

Courtney Helom of Jackson 
was named Most Beautiful in the 
2014 Eagle Beauty Revue pag-
eant held Nov. 20 at Hinds Com-
munity College’s Cain Cochran 
Hall on the Raymond Campus.

Helom, 19, is a biology major 
on the Raymond Campus. Twen-
ty-one women participated in the 
Eagle Beauty Revue, which is 
sponsored by The Eagle yearbook 
on the Raymond Campus.

The other top contestants, 
named as “Beauties” were Court-
ney Walker of Crystal Springs; 
Taylor Jackson of Clinton; Shelby 
Simmons of Waynesboro; and 
Meagan Barnhart of Florence.

New technical programs at Hinds CC 
Vicksburg-Warren Campus boon to community
The Mississippi Link Newswire

JSU celebrates diversity with six 
minority Ph.D. chemists graduating

Greater Imani Church 
Christmas Concert to include 
Tougaloo College Concert Choir

Hinds CC names Most Beautiful 
in annual Beauty Revue

Choir to join “Gospel According 
to Jazz” Christmas Concert

Tougaloo College Concert Choir

From left, Courtney Walker of Crystal Springs; Taylor Jackson of Clinton; 
Courtney Helom of Jackson, Most Beautiful; Shelby Simmons of Waynes-
boro; and Meagan Barnhart of Florence.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Lewis



Well, the 
Christmas holi-
days are offi-
cially here and 
you know what 
that means. In 
a few weeks we 

will be celebrating Christmas 
Day!

December 25, is literally 
days away and I am so ready.

Have I completed the tradi-
tional shopping that so many 
people take part in in order 
to show their love for others? 
Have I sent out my holiday 
cards to express my joy for 
the season? Have I complet-
ed, no the better question is, 
have I began decorating my 
home for the holidays? The 
answer to each of these ques-
tions is no.

Well, after years of making 
sure that I had completed all 
of the above at least by the 
close of Thanksgiving week-
end, I find myself in a differ-
ent place - a place of enjoying 
one blessed day at a time. I 
am not stressed about making 
sure that the things that I just 
named are done and nor am 
I going out of my way to get 
them done.

I am so ready for Christmas. 
The truth is - if the holiday 
were to be celebrated today, I 
am ready.

Yes, you know why.
I am ready because I know 

that it is not the physical date 
of Christmas but the birth of 
Christ that we celebrate. 

As we all know, Christ was 
born in a manger approxi-
mately 2,000 years ago. He is 
the only begotten Son of God 
and He is the King of Kings.

Am I ready to celebrate 
the beginning of the life “our 
Savior”? You had better be-
lieve it.

Like so many other Chris-
tian families, my family will 
have our traditional gift-
giving exchange. My family 
has already begun and will 
continue to participate in sev-

eral holiday gatherings with 
more family and friends and 
of course, we will be in the 
Lord’s house to give thanks 
for His birth. 

I know that this week I 
don’t have to ask you to share 
the news of Jesus’ birth or 
what He has done for you and 
yours, right? This is the sea-
son, where you just find your-
self praising Him consciously 
and sub-consciously.

This is the season when joy 
fills the air and love is abun-
dant. All of God’s children 
are readying themselves for 
one of the most important 
days that Christians observe 
and as I told you earlier, I am 
so ready.

Now, what I will ask of you 
is that you stay ready. Always 
keep in mind that Christ was 
born to save us from our sins. 
Even as an infant, He carried 
the weight of the world on 
His shoulders. He walked the 
earth to teach us the true prin-
ciples of love and respect for 
each other. Because of Him, 
we have been granted the 
opportunity to live with our 
Heavenly Father eternally.

I am sure that during this 
holiday season, the love of 
God will be shared by all. 
But don’t let it stop there. 
During the holidays and long 
after, always serve as a per-
sonal messenger for the Lord. 
Please share your joys of the 
good times; please share your 
love of the Lord.  

I know that like me, you are 
ready.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as 
your personal messenger to 
share your news and the news 
of your place of worship and 
visit.

Contact Daphne M. Hig-
gins at religion@mississippil-
ink.com. Fax 601-896-0091 
or mail your information to 
The Mississippi Link, 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, 
MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Proverbs, the Ultimate Life 
Coach - Part XIII

30th Annual Stellar 
Awards – Vote Now

Today, we 
will continue 
our series by 
b e g i n n i n g 
with a scrip-
ture from last 
week’s mes-

sage which reads: (Proverbs 
18:22) “He who finds a wife 
finds a good thing, and ob-
tains favor from the Lord.” 
Marriage is meant to be ful-
filling, but sometimes imper-
fect and selfish people can 
make marriage appear unde-
sirable. 

God designed marriage for 
our sanctification (purity) so 
we would not have to live in 
sin. 

Marriage is tough when 
people live according to the 
flesh, but I have found that 
when I strive to live accord-
ing to the word and get closer 
to Jesus, marriage becomes 
a joy. Having the mind of 
Christ changes our perspec-
tive of marriage. He who 
finds a wife finds a blessing. 
This tells me that marriage 
has the anointing of God on 
it. Satan does not want us to 
think about that part. Since 
marriage brings the favor of 
God then people who shack 
or co-habitat live under a 
curse and people who shack 
up and later have children, 
bring their children under the 
same curse. 

Being in romantic relation-
ships outside of marriage 
is sin and leads to problems 
because romantic relation-
ships outside of marriage are 
a curse. No wonder the pris-
ons are full of men who came 
from fatherless homes mostly 
led by of unwedded mothers. 
According to the US Depart-
ment of Health:

•85% of all children who 
show behavior disorders 
come from fatherless homes

•80% of rapists with anger 
problems come from father-
less homes

•71% of all high school 
dropouts come from father-
less homes 

•75% of all teenage patients 
in chemical abuse centers 
come from fatherless homes

This is proof that roman-
tic relationships outside of 
marriage are a curse. So as a 
single Christian, you should 
not casually date around but 
rather take a relationship se-
rious and see that the person 
you are dating is the one who 
God wants for you as a pos-
sible mate. 

1 Timothy 5:2, “Treat older 
women like mothers, young-
er women like sisters, in all 
purity.” Paul told Timothy 
how he should view other 
Christians in the church. He 
was to see younger women as 
sisters in Christ. How would 
you like to date your sister 
or brother? Well, God wants 
Christians to see one anoth-
er as spiritual relatives and 
makes us look at each other 
on a higher spiritual plain. 

Marriage is meant to be 
fulfilling, but when we don’t 
do things God’s way we end 
up suffering unnecessarily. 
Many people end up in ex-
ploited relationships wasting 
their body, life and time. If 
people were in close fellow-
ship with Christ there would 
be no need for long dating pe-
riods of trying to get to know 
each other. If both partners 
are close to Jesus, it won’t 
take them long to know if the 
other person is the one or not 
and you won’t waste any time 
with the wrong person. 

Many single people get 
caught up in bad relation-
ships because their relation-
ship with Christ is messed up. 

Genesis 2:18, “Then the 
LORD God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a help-
er fit for him.” God showed 
Adam all of the animals, but 
none of them could talk to 
him or be the companion that 
he needed. So, God decided 
to make another person who 
would be a companion for 
Adam” Just imagine, in the 
Garden of Eden, Adam had 
everything a person could 
want. He had an ideal place 
to live, he had a job, and he 
had God’s word to obey, but 
he still found himself empty 
inside; something was miss-
ing. One source said, “In 
the midst of plenty Adam 

was conscious of feelings he 
could not gratify.” 

God made us to be social 
creatures…to be in relation-
ships…in right relationships 
at that. You can become the 
richest person in the world 
but without someone to love 
and someone to love you; you 
will always feel like some-
thing is missing, because it is 
not good that people should 
be alone. It’s not enough to 
just be in a relationship, but 
it is important to be in right 
relationship. In the world, 
some women say having half 
a man is better than no man at 
all. Dr. Tony Evans said that 
it is better to wait on God and 
spend 10 years with the right 
person than to not wait on 
God and spend 30 years with 
the wrong one. 

Genesis 2:18 says God 
made a help meet just for 
Adam. God took a rib from 
Adam’s side (his soul mate). 
The Hebrew word for meet 
means aid or help. Notice 
the person God brought into 
Adam’s life benefited him. 
It was not until she stopped 
listening to God’s word and 
started listening to a worldly 
opinion, that Eve fail to be a 
help mate and became a hin-
drance. 

God made Eve from Ad-
am’s side, because there was 
no one for Adam on earth. So, 
God worked a miracle when 
He had to for Adam’s sake. 
Single Christian women, I 
know you feel like there isn’t 
anybody left; that most men 
are either married, in jail, in 
the grave yard or gay. But 
God wants you to know that 
if you are faithful to Him, 
He will work a miracle and 
make a way out of no way 
and bring the right one to 
your doorstep. God reached 
inside of Adam, pulled out 
a rib and made the perfect 
woman just for Adam. The 
problem is most people don’t 
give God enough time so they 
rush ahead of God and end up 
with the wrong one. 

Now, HOW DO YOU 
KNOW WHICH ONES ARE 
THE WRONG ONES?  Not 
saved: 2 Corinthians 6:14, 
“Do not be unequally yoked 

together with unbelievers. 
For what fellowship has righ-
teousness with lawlessness 
and what communion has 
light with darkness?” If the 
person you are interested in, 
or the opposite, but one of 
you is not saved; then this is 
the wrong one. 

Genesis 2:22, “And the 
bone which the Lord God had 
taken from the man he made 
into a woman, and took her to 
the man.” Years ago, a lady 
asked me if Eve was married 
to Adam because she didn’t 
see where God had them do 
marriage vows. Later on I 
looked up the Hebrew word 
woman in Genesis 2:22 and 
found that it means not only 
female but it also means wife. 
The point is - God didn’t give 
Adam a woman or a lady 
friend. He gave him a wife. 
All single Christian men 
must understand that when 
they date a young lady it is 
not for fun, because you need 
to be seeking God for who He 
wants in your life as a wife. 

Adam was in fellowship 
with God which is why God 
brought the right person into 
his life. PLEASE notice that 
Adam didn’t have to go look-
ing for Eve, God brought her 
to Adam. When you sincerely 
look for God then God will 
look for and bring the right 
person to you. 

Rev. Leon Collier is the 
pastor of Makarios Worship 
Center, 464 Church Rd., Mad-
ison. Residents of Madison, 
he and wife, Minister Yolan-
da; are the proud parents of 
three daughters. He received 
degrees from Criswell Col-
lege in Dallas; Southern 
Methodist University - Per-
kins School of Theology; and 
a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Semi-
nary. A pastor for 23 years, 
Collier serves as a volunteer 
chaplain for various law en-
forcement agencies in the 
metro area and for the Mis-
sissippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

Another season is among us 
that has the gospel music fam-
ily very excited. It is Stellar 
Awards Voting Season. Now in 
its final stages, the first line of 
voting was conducted among 
the Stellar Awards Gospel Mu-
sic Academy (SAGMA) mem-
bers, in good dues standing. 
After receiving the top votes 
from the SAGMA members, 
the second and final ballot is 
now open to the public. In in-
stances where there was a tie, 
both entries moved on to the 
final ballot.

Final voting began on De-
cember 2, and will continue 
through December 30. Now, 
the public’s vote will deter-
mine the projects/people that 
move on to become the Stel-
lar Awards Nominees. Those 
casting ballots may vote for 

only one artist in each catego-
ry. However, three votes per 
household are allowed.

There are 27 categories to 
choose from and among that 
number, at least ten of them 
include a Mississippi artist or 
company.  Some of them in-
clude:

 
 ARTIST OF THE YEAR:
  Artist - The Mississippi 

Mass Choir; CD Title - Dec-
laration of Dependence; Label 
- Malaco Records 

SONG OF THE YEAR:
  Song Title - God’s On Your 

Side; Song Writer -Stan Jones 
and Jerry Smith; CD Title - 
Declaration of Dependence 
(The Mississippi Mass Choir); 
Label - Malaco Records 

GROUP/DUO OF THE 
YEAR:

  Artist - The Canton Spiri-

tuals; CD Title - Keep Knock-
ing; Label - Malaco Records 

NEW ARTIST OF THE 
YEAR:

  Artist - Adia; CD Title - 
Behind Enemy Lines; Label - 
Xist/Malaco 

CD OF THE YEAR:
  CD Title - Declaration of 

Dependence; Artist - The Mis-
sissippi Mass Choir; Label - 
Malaco Records 

CHOIR OF THE YEAR:
 Artist - The Mississippi 

Mass Choir; CD Title - Dec-
laration of Dependence; Label 
- Malaco Records 

TRADITIONAL GROUP / 
DUO OF THE YEAR:

  Artist - The Canton Spiri-
tuals; CD Title - Keep Knock-
ing; Label - Malaco Records 

CONTEMPORARY FE-

MALE VOCALIST OF THE 
YEAR:

  Artist - Adia; CD Title - 
Behind Enemy Lines; Label - 
Xist/Malaco 

TRADITIONAL CHOIR 
OF THE YEAR:

  Artist - The Mississippi 
Mass Choir; CD Title - Dec-
laration of Dependence; Label 
- Malaco Records 

QUARTET OF THE YEAR:
  Artist - The Canton Spiri-

tuals; CD Title - Keep Knock-
ing; Label - Malaco Records 

To begin voting go to the 
Stellar Awards website at 
http://www.thestellarawards.
com/index.html or type into 
your browser: https://www.
balloteer.com/bp/nphballotdis
playm?&electionid=2847980
142749439&tid=1417593924

N E w S  f R o M  t h E  w o R d

R E I g N I N g 
A N N o U N C E M E N t S

College Hill M. B. Church, 1400 Florence Ave., 
Jackson, will host the church’s 4th Annual Christmas 
Gala on Saturday, December 13, in the Family Life 
Center beginning at 5:30 p.m. The annual Children’s 
Christmas Program will be presented at 8:30 a.m. 
on Sunday, December 21. It will be followed by 
the Music Ministry’s Christmas Cantata at 10 a.m. 
Tickets for this year’s Christmas Gala are $20 per 
adult and $10 per child. For more information call 
601.355.2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is pastor.

Greater Faith Calvary Pentecostal Church, 305 N. 
Railroad St., Canton, will be the location where The 
Rembert Washington Memorial Chorale will hold its 
2014 Winter Concert on Saturday, December 13, at 
5 pm.  For more information call 601.260.9486.

Greater Bethlehem Temple Church, 1505 
Robinson St., Jackson, will host “Tunes and Turns 
- A Christmas Celebration” on Sunday, December 
14, at 7 p.m. in the church’s Family Life Center; with 
performances by Greater Bethlehem Temple choirs 
and dance ministries, Jim Hill High School Choir, 
Belhaven Dance Department (Master’s Program), 
Hinds Community College Jubilee Male Chorale and 
Montage Theatre of Dance. For more information 
call 601.354.2599.  Bishop Robert N. Fortson Sr. is 
the pastor.
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Peter once 
asked Jesus, “We 
have left every-
thing to follow 
you! What then 
will there be for 
us?” (Matthew 

19:27)
Jesus answered Peter’s ques-

tion: “I tell you the truth, at 
the renewal of all things, when 
the Son of Man sits on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel. And everyone who has 
left houses or brothers or sisters 
or father or mother or children or 
fields for my sake will receive a 
hundred times as much and will 
inherit eternal life.” (Matthew 
19:28-29)

Jesus is stating that God will 
reward us generously but He 
also warns us that this life is not 
a life of physical luxury. We will 
have persecutions, trials and suf-
ferings in this life, but the bless-
ings outweigh the difficulties by 
a hundred-to-one margin! What-
ever sacrifices we make will be 
richly compensated. The Chris-
tian life is certainly “worth it.”

Jesus, of course, is not prom-
ising to give 100 fields to ev-
eryone who gave up a farm to 

follow him. He is not promising 
to make everyone wealthy. Nei-
ther is He promising to give 100 
mothers. What He means is that 
the things we receive in this life 
will be 100 times as valuable as 
the things we give up - as mea-
sured by real value, eternal value 
and not by temporary fads about 
physical things.

The simple fact is that God has 
promised to reward us. “Anyone 
who comes to Him (God) must 
believe that He exists and that 
He rewards those who earnest-
ly seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)  
Belief in rewards is part of the 
Christian faith.  

Nevertheless, some people 
think that it is somehow demean-
ing or less than honorable for 
Christians to want to be reward-
ed for their labors. They think 
that Christians should serve with 
a motive of love, expecting no 
reward for their labors. But that 
is not the complete message of 
the Bible.

In addition to the free gift of 
salvation by grace through faith, 
the Bible does promise rewards 
for God’s people, and it is not 
wrong to desire the promises of 
God.

Certainly, we are to serve God 
from the motivation of love and 

not as hirelings who work only 
to be paid. However, Scripture 
does speak of rewards and as-
sures us that we will be reward-
ed. It is honorable for us to be-
lieve in God’s promises and to 
find them motivating.

Rewards are not the only mo-
tive of the redeemed children of 
God, but it is part of the pack-
age God has given us. When life 
becomes difficult, it is helpful 
for us to remember that there is 
another life, in which we will be 
rewarded.

“If only for this life we have 
hope in Christ, we are to be pit-
ied more than all men.” (1 Corin-
thians 15:19)

God has prepared something 
wonderfully good for us and we 
will find it to be extremely en-
joyable. It is right for us to ea-
gerly look forward to these great 
blessings and when we count the 
cost of following Jesus, it is also 
right for us to count the blessings 
and rewards promised for us.

The biblical writers didn’t 
give us many details, but one 
thing we know for certain - it is 
going to be the most wonderful 
experience ever. It is better than 
the most beautiful paintings, bet-
ter than the most delicious food, 
better than the most exciting 

sport, and better than the best 
feelings and experiences ever. It 
is better than anything on earth. 
It is going to be a tremendous 
reward!

The Lord will reward every-
one for whatever good he does.” 
(Ephesians 6:8) “Whatever you 
do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for 
men, since you know that you 
will receive an inheritance from 
the Lord as a reward.” (Colos-
sians 3:23-24) 

“Watch out that you do not 
lose what you have worked for, 
but that you may be rewarded 
fully.” (2 John 8)

God is truly generous! We 
have been given exceedingly 
great and precious promises and 
the privilege of sharing this won-
derful news with others. What 
joy should fill our hearts!

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind. He serves as chair-
man of the Southeastern Associ-
ation of The Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of November 11

1.	 Say	Yes		 	 	 Michelle	Williams	Featuring	Beyonce	and	Kelly	Rowland
2.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
3.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
4.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
5.	 I	Will	Trust	 	 	 Fred	Hammond
6.	 Beautiful	Day	 	 	 Jamie	Grace
7.	 I	Am		 	 	 	 Jason	Nelson
8.	 No	Greater	Love	 	 Smokie	Norful
9.	 Different	 	 	 Tasha	Page-Lockhart
10.	 Bless	Me	 	 	 J.J.	Hairston	&	Youthful	Praise	Featuring	Donnie	McClurkin

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

The rewards of following Christ - Part II

I’m writing 
this column with 
the same emo-
tions that many 
of you may have 
been feeling re-
cently: shock, dis-

gust, disappointment, anxiety, fear, 
anger, frustration and hopelessness 
in response to the lack of account-
ability in the repeated killings of 
unarmed African Americans by 
armed white police officers. And 
to be perfectly honest, wading 
through each of those emotions and 
trying to get to a place of peace has 
been nearly impossible for the last 
few weeks.

Yet, dealing with each of those 
emotions (sometimes at the same 
time) brings me back to a scripture 
that might provide an answer on 
how to deal with these horrible in-
justices. James 2:14-17 is a familiar 
passage of scripture that focuses on 
the importance of having an active 
faith. In fact, verse 17 admonishes 
that “In the same way, faith by it-
self, if it is not accompanied by ac-
tion, is dead.” 

So what does faith have to do 
with the social justice issues re-
garding the policing of the African 
American communities? Every-
thing. Faith that doing something 
could possibly change the obvi-
ously inequitable system is the 
spark that has ignited the weeks of 
protests. Faith also is the founda-
tion for what has historically been 
the place of greatest and most trans-
formative movements: the African 
American church.

As expected, many pastors are 
serving as bridge builders between 
their communities and local law 
enforcement officials as they try to 
bring peace to these troubled areas. 

However, if all that is done is 
protesting without following it up 

with more strategic actions, the 
emotions are a temporary distrac-
tion that do not lead to long term 
sustained change. After a few 
weeks, there will be something 
more interesting to the media and 
the stories will quickly fade from 
the headlines. 

Even more importantly, being 
emotional without strategically act-
ing does no real long term good. 
What does lead to sustained change 
is strategic action. The sustained 
change looks like people voting on 
Election Day and with their check-
book. It looks like people running 
for office and changing these un-
fair policies. Change is boycotting 
businesses, not looting or destroy-
ing them.

One group that has exemplified 
the faith in action strategy is the Tea 
Party. They protested…then they 
voted…got elected…now they’re 
changing policies. The biggest iro-
ny is the Tea Party successfully ad-
opted the same strategies of grass-
roots activism of the Civil Rights 
movement from the 1950-60s.

Michael Brown. Eric Garner. 
Tamir Rice. Each of these names 
represents more than just the loss 
of a life of African American men 
killed for seemingly no reason by 
armed white men. They represent 
a shameful truth that the United 
States is now forced to deal with. 
After decades of skirting the issues, 
it seems like America is ready to 
confront police brutality, over po-
licing of minority communities and 
blatant apathy concerning the death 
of young African Americans. And 
it’s about time because #blacklives-
matter!

Shewanda Riley is the author of 
“Love Hangover: Moving From 
Pain to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com, at www.
shewandariley.com or www.anoint-
edauthorsontour.com 

Black lives matter

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R v E d

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link By	Shewanda	Riley

Columnist

www.nhcms.org

1750

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 11DEcEmbEr 11 - 17, 2014

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:



WASHINGTON - The mystery 
of where Earth’s water came from 
got murkier Wednesday when some 
astronomers essentially eliminated 
one of the chief suspects: comets.

Over the past few months, the 
European Space Agency’s Rosetta 
space probe closely examined the 
type of comet that some scientists 
theorized could have brought water 
to our planet 4 billion years ago. It 
found water, but the wrong kind.

It was too heavy. One of the first 
scientific studies from the Rosetta 
mission found that the comet’s wa-
ter contains more of a hydrogen iso-
tope called deuterium than water on 
Earth does.

“The question is who brought 
this water: Was it comets or was it 
something else?” asked Kathrin Al-
twegg of the University of Bern in 
Switzerland, lead author of a study 
published in the journal Science.

Something else, probably aster-
oids, Altwegg concluded. But oth-
ers disagree.

Many scientists have long be-
lieved that Earth had water when it 
first formed, but that it boiled off, 
so that the water on the planet now 
had to have come from an outside 
source.

The findings from Rosetta’s mis-
sion to the duck-shaped comet 67P/
Churyumov-Gerasimenko com-
plicate not just the question of the 
origin of Earth’s water but our un-
derstanding of comets.

Until now, scientists pretty much 
sorted comets into two types: near 
and far. The near ones, sometimes 

called the Jupiter family, originally 
come from the Kuiper Belt outside 
Neptune and Pluto. The far ones 
hail from the Oort Cloud, which is 
much farther out.

In 1986, a spacecraft came within 
about 400 miles of Halley’s comet, 
an Oort Cloud comet, and analyzed 
its water. It proved to be heavier 
than Earth’s. But three years ago, 
scientists examined the water in a 
Kuiper Belt comet, Hartley 2, and it 
was a perfect match for Earth’s, so 
the comet theory was back, stronger 
than ever, Altwegg said.

The comet visited by Rosetta is 
a Kuiper Belt comet, but its water 
was even heavier than Halley’s, Al-
twegg said. That shows that Kuiper 
Belt comets aren’t as uniform as 
thought, and it once again compli-
cates the issue of Earth’s water.

“That probably rules out Kuiper 
Belt comets from bringing water to 
Earth,” she said.

University of Maryland astrono-
mer Michael A’Hearn, who wasn’t 
part of the research, called the re-
sults startling but said they don’t 
eliminate comets altogether. The 
water could have come from other 
types of Kuiper Belt comets, he 
said.

NASA Near Earth Object pro-
gram manager Donald Yeomans, 
however, said the study does pretty 
much rule out comets.

While asteroids are a good sus-
pect - they probably had more wa-
ter on them 4 billion years ago than 
they do now - another possibility 
is that Earth kept some of its origi-
nal water in its crust or in ice at the 
poles, Altwegg said.

WASHINGTON - MIT econo-
mist Jonathan Gruber - an often-
quoted adviser on the president’s 
health care law - told Congress 
on Tuesday he was glib and “in-
excusably arrogant” when he said 
it was “the stupidity of the Amer-
ican voter” that led to the law’s 
passage. Democrats tried to limit 
the damage as Republicans raked 
Gruber at a four-hour hearing, but 
acknowledged he gave the GOP a 
political gift “wrapped in a bow.”

Gruber told groups in 2012 and 
2013 that voter stupidity and a 
“lack of transparency” were im-
portant to passing the hard-fought 
legislation. Appearing before 
the House Oversight committee 
Tuesday, Gruber expanded on 
earlier apologies, repeatedly say-
ing “I was conjecturing in areas 
beyond my expertise.”

Enduring one fierce lecture af-
ter another, Gruber said his ear-
lier comments were uninformed, 

“glib, thoughtless and sometimes 
downright insulting.” He said he 
was showing off before various 
groups, and “trying to be some-
thing, I’m not, which was a politi-
cal expert.”

He said the law’s passage was 
actually transparent and heavily 
debated in public, despite his ear-
lier comments. And Gruber said 
he was not the “architect” of the 
law, as some press accounts had 
claimed.

But Republican Committee 
Chairman Darrell Issa of Califor-
nia called Gruber a crucial player 
in the legislation. Issa grilled Gr-
uber repeatedly in what might be 
his last committee probe of what 
he calls “Obamacare.” Republi-
can term limits will force Issa - 
whose bare-knuckled attacks on 
administration programs some-
times annoy GOP leaders - to sur-
render the committee chairman-
ship in the next Congress.

Issa and other Republicans 
sarcastically praised Gruber for 

“telling the truth” in 
his 2012 and 2013 
remarks, while also 
hammering his ef-
forts Tuesday to 
walk them back.

Gruber remained 
calm, but some-
times struggled to 
characterize the ear-
lier remarks. They 
“were not lies,” he 
said. Rather, “they 
were my conjecture 
outside my area of 
expertise.”

Gruber defend-
ed his consulting 
work, which cen-
ters on economic 
models that predict 
health care costs.

Democrats tried to make the 
most of having an often-vilified 
witness retracting some of his 
most damaging remarks. Rep. 
Elijah Cummings of Maryland, 
the committee’s top Democrat, 

glared at Gruber and called his 
remarks from 2012 and 2013 
“absolutely stupid” and “incred-
ibly disrespectful.” The remarks 
gave the health law’s opponents a 
public-relations gift, Cummings 

told Gruber, “and you did a 
great job. You wrapped it up 
with a bow.”

Also testifying Tuesday was 
Marilyn Tavenner, administra-
tor of the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services. Issa 
denied her request to sit on a 
different witness panel than 
Gruber.

Tavenner apologized for ear-
lier having given the commit-
tee data that overstated enroll-
ment under the health care law. 
She said the error was caused 
by inadvertently double-count-
ing people with both dental and 
medical insurance coverage.

Cummings said Tavenner 
had helped the Republicans via 
“an unforced error.”

Issa demanded more docu-
ments about the miscount, 
saying his staff had easily dis-
covered the incorrect numbers. 
GOP Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio 
called the enrollment miscount 
“a deliberate deception” that 
was typical of Obama adminis-
tration misstatements about the 
landmark law.

As for Gruber, Jordan de-
manded to know, “how much 
did the American taxpayers pay 
you to deceive them?” Gruber 
has said the federal government 
paid him about $400,000, but 
he declined to speculate about 
payments from various states. 
Issa said the committee will 
subpoena his income records.

WASHINGTON - Congress is 
taking some whole grains off the 
school lunch line.

A massive year-end spending 
bill released Tuesday doesn’t al-
low schools to opt out of healthier 
school meal standards championed 
by first lady Michelle Obama, as 
House Republicans had sought. 
But it would ease standards that re-
quire more whole grains in school 
foods.

The bill also would put off rules 
to make school meals less salty, 
suspending lower sodium stan-
dards that were supposed to go into 
effect in 2017.

Some school nutrition directors 
have lobbied for a break from the 
standards, which have been phased 
in since 2012, saying the rules have 
proven to be costly and restrictive. 
Some kids don’t like the meals, 
either. House Republicans have 
said the rules are an overreach, and 
have fought to ease them.

As the debate escalated this 
summer, Michelle Obama said she 
would fight “to the bitter end” to 
make sure kids have good nutrition 

in schools. The White House did 
not have immediate comment on 
the language in the spending bill.

Many schools have complained 
that the whole grain standards 
are a challenge, especially when 
preparing popular pastas, biscuits 
and tortillas. Food service compa-
nies don’t have as many options 
in the whole wheat varieties, and 
preparation can be more difficult, 
especially with some whole wheat 
pastas that can be mushy and hard 
to cook.

The spending bill, expected to 
become law before the end of the 
year, would allow schools that can 
demonstrate they have had diffi-
culty finding and affording accept-
able whole grain products like pas-
tas and breads to be exempted from 
2014 standards requiring all grain 
products to be mostly whole grain. 
Those schools would still have to 
abide by previous guidelines that 
half of their grain products be 
mostly whole grain.

The final language is a compro-
mise between the House’s attempt 
to allow schools to opt out of the 
standards for a year and a Sen-
ate provision that called for more 

study on the whole grains issue.
The changes for sodium stan-

dards are far off. The 2012 stan-
dards already lowered salt levels 
in school meals, with even lower 
sodium levels set to start in two 
years. The bill says the government 
cannot require the 2017 levels “un-
til the latest scientific research es-
tablishes the reduction is beneficial 
for children.”

In a statement after the bill was 
released, Alabama Rep. Robert 
Aderholt, the Republican chairman 
of the House subcommittee that 
oversees agriculture issues, said 
the whole grains waiver is “the 
best bill that we are going to get” 
with Democrats still controlling 
the Senate. He expressed optimism 
that the GOP may get more of what 
it wants when the party controls 
both chambers next year.

While many schools have imple-
mented the new standards success-
fully, others have said they’re not 
working. Schools have long been 
required to follow government nu-
trition rules if they accept federal 
reimbursements for free and re-
duced-price meals for low-income 
students, but the 2012 standards 

were much stricter than earlier 
standards.

The congressional changes have 
been pushed by the School Nutri-
tion Association, a group that rep-
resents both school nutrition direc-
tors and the food companies that 
produce many of the school foods. 
While the group was looking for 
deeper rollbacks than included in 
the spending bill, the whole grain 
and sodium standards were among 
its main concerns. The organiza-
tion’s CEO, Patricia Montague, is-
sued a statement late Tuesday say-
ing the group “strongly supports” 
the language.

The Agriculture Department has 
already shown some flexibility on 
the whole grain issue. It said earlier 
this year that schools can put off for 
two years the requirement that all 
pastas in schools be mostly whole 
grain if they can demonstrate that 
they have had “significant chal-
lenges” in preparing the pasta.

Advocates for the healthier meal 
standards predict there will be few-
er problems over time as kids get 
used to the new foods and the food 
industry creates tastier and more 
numerous products that follow the 

standards.
American Heart 

Association CEO 
Nancy Brown 
said the changes 
in the spending 
bill could harm 
kids’ health, even 
if the bill doesn’t 
dismantle the 
school meals pro-
gram.

“If Congress 
hits the pause but-
ton now on the 
sodium reduction, 
it’s possible that 
more children 
could develop 
high blood pressure and be at risk 
for heart disease or stroke before 
they even become adults,” Brown 
said in a statement.

The year-end spending bill 
won’t be the last time Congress 
takes on the school meal standards, 
as the overall law governing child 
nutrition policy, including school 
lunches, expires next year. Both 
the House and the new Republican 
Senate are expected to consider 
changes to the meal standards as 

part of legislation renewing the 
law.

On other food issues, the spend-
ing bill would allow fresh white 
potatoes to be part of the federal 
Women, Infants and Children nu-
trition program. The Agriculture 
Department doesn’t currently al-
low them, even though it allows 
other fruits and vegetables, be-
cause it says people already eat 
enough white potatoes. The pro-
gram serves low-income children 
and pregnant and nursing mothers.

HEALTH

Congress relaxes whole 
grain standards for schools
By Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press
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The mystery of 
where Earth’s water 
came from deepens

Obama health adviser 
apologizes for ‘glib’ remarks

First lady Michelle Obama visits the cafeteria as she 
has lunch with school children at Parklawn elemen-
tary school in Alexandria, Va., in this Jan., 25, 2012 file 
photo. AP PhOtO/PABlO MArtinez MOnsiVAis, File

By ChArles BABinGtOn 
Associated Press

By seth Borenstein 
AP Science Writer

Mit economist Jonathan Gruber listens as he tes-
tifies on Capitol hill in Washington, tuesday, Dec. 
9, 2014, before the house Oversight Committee 
health care hearing. Congressional Democrats 
charged tuesday that republicans are seizing 
on a health adviser’s self-described “thought-
less” and misleading remarks to attack President 
Barack Obama’s signature health care law. AP 
Photo/Molly riley

African Americans We Must Do Better
African Americans, Black History Month is February. It 
hasn’t changed, so please my black brothers and sisters, 
let us not waste another 28 days sitting on the dock of the 
bay watching the clouds roll away. It just doesn’t make 
sense that approximately 42 million African Americans 
will not come together and let this month work for them.

As a black man I am sincerely pleading, begging, urging, 
importuning, you to join me in yelling loudly that if we 
work for Black History Month, Black History Month will 
work for us. For further enlightenment, please go to 
www.themississippilink.com/2014/11/11/african-
americans-we-must-do-better/.

I pray that the presidents of the historical black colleges, 
faculties, and student bodies will take the lead in this 
consolidated effort.

Pastor Jimmy Terry Sr., 931-648-1172, visiontb@bellsouth.net, Galatians 2:20

a d v E r T O r i a l

Several Republicans pressed 
Gruber about his earlier remarks 
suggesting the administration went 
to lengths to portray a key element 
of the health law as something other 
than a tax. Under the law, people 
who fail to obtain health insurance 
will generally have to pay a penalty, 
collected with their income taxes.

Most Republicans portray that 
penalty as an unwanted tax. Some-
what ironically, perhaps, consid-
ering it a tax was pivotal to the 
Supreme Court’s 2012 ruling that 
upheld the health care law’s consti-
tutionality.

Tuesday’s hearing came as prom-
inent Democrats are debating the 
wisdom of devoting much of 2009 
- Barack Obama’s first year as presi-

dent - to the health care legislation, 
which finally passed in 2010 with-
out a single Republican vote. Sen. 
Chuck Schumer of New York is 
among those Democrats now criti-
cizing the timing. Top liberals are 
defending Obama, but the spat is 
creating new Democratic divisions 
after major losses in this year’s 
elections.

Like many congressional hear-
ings, Tuesday’s produced partisan 
fireworks but might do little or 
nothing to change government pol-
icy. Obama said he will veto any 
effort to overturn the health care 
law, should such a bill reach his 
desk after Republicans add Sen-
ate control to their House majority 
next year.
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nOTicE OF ApplicATiOn FOr A rEZOninG
ZOninG cAsE nO. 3887

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Colonial Jackson, LLC/ Michael Lawrence has filed with the Planning Board for the City 
of Jackson, an application requesting a rezoning from SUD - Special Use District to 
CMU-1 – Community Mixed-Use District Pedestrian Oriented for the property located 
at 5635 Old Canton Rd. to allow for the redevelopment of the property for mixed uses, 
in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING SITUATED 
WITHIN THE INNER BOUNDS OF COLONIAL CIRCLE AND CLUB VIEW DRIVE AS 
SHOWN BY THE MAPS AND PLATS OF CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, 2 AND 
3, ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE HINDS COUNTY CHAN-
CERY CLERK IN PLAT BOOK 6 AT PAGES 15, 16, AND 17, RESPECTIVELY, AND 
IN THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AND THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF 
SECTION 7 AND THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 6 NORTH, 
RANGE 2 EAST, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS THE COLONIAL COUNTRY CLUB GOLF COURSE, AND ALL OTHER 
LAND NOT CONSIDERED A PART OF SAID GOLF COURSE, WHICH LIES WITH-
ING THE INNER BOUNDS OF THE AFORESAID STREETS AND CONSTITUTES 
ALL OF THE REMAINING LAND AND PROPERTY WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF 
SAID STREETS IN ADDITION TO THE AFORESAID GOLF COURSE, TOGETHER 
WITH ALL IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED BY METES AND BOUNDS AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 2, BLOCK “F”, CLUB PARK 
SUBDIVISION PART 1, AND RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES 52 MINUTES EAST AT 
A RIGHT ANGLE TO THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 2 FOR A DISTANCE OF 60.0 
FEET TO A POINT IN THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, WHICH POINT IS 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED; RUN 
THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 08 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF 
COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF 
LOTS 2 AND 1 OF BLOCK “F” AND THE EAST LINE OF BLOCK “E”, CLUB PARK 
SUBDIVISION, PART 1 FOR A DISTANCE OF 960.8 FEET TO THE BEGINNING 
OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 100.0 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 156.6 FEET FOR A CHORD BEARING OF 
NORTH 44 DEGREES 59 MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 141.1 FEET TO 
THE END THEREOF, WHICH IS THE SOUTH LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN 
THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 50 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE 
OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 SOUTH OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTH LINE 
OF BLOCK “A”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, FOR A DISTANCE OF 2021.1 
FEET TO THE INTERSECTION OF THE LINE BETWEEN THE AFORESAID SEC-
TIONS 7 AND 8 WITH THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN 
THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 53 MINUTES EAST AND CONTINUE ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE FOR A DISTANCE OF 648.02 FEET TO THE 
BEGINNING OF A 23 DEGREE 38 MINUTE CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE 
AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 241.6 FEET HAVING 
A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 54 DEGREES 35 MINUTES EAST A DISTANCE OF 
278.78 FEET TO THE END THEREOF; RUN THENCE SOUTH 19 DEGREES 20 
MINUTES EAST ALONG THE WESTERN LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 FEET 
WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF BLOCK “G”, CLUB PARK 
SUBDIVISION, PART 2, FOR A DISTANCE OF 386.8 FEET TO THE BEGINNING 
OF A 14 DEGREE 14 MINUTE 45 SECOND CURVE TO THE LEFT; RUN THENCE 
AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS OF 386.3 FEET FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 278.1 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 39 DE-
GREES 58 MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 272.08 FEET TO A POINT OF A 
REVERSE CURVE BEARING TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 100.0 FEET; 
RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 165.5 FEET HAVING A 
CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 17 DEGREES 23 MINUTES EAST FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 147.25 FEET TO THE END THEREOF AND IN THE WEST LINE OF CLUB VIEW 
DRIVE AS SHOWN ON THE PLAT OF CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 2; RUN 
THENCE SOUTH 30 DEGREES 00 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WEST LINE OF 
CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF 
CLUB VIEW SUBDIVISION, PART 2 FOR A DISTANCE OF 168.0 FEET TO THE BE-
GINNING OF A 1 DEGREE 00 MINUTE 27 SECOND CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN 
THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT HAVING A RADIUS OF 5687.7 
FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 340.0 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF SOUTH 
31 DEGREES 43 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 339.94 FEET TO THE END 
THEREOF; RUN THENCE SOUTH 33 DEGREES 26 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE 
WEST LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH 
THE WEST LINE OF BLOCK “H”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 2, FOR A DIS-
TANCE OF 842.92 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 22 DEGREE 01 MINUTE 42 
SECOND CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING 
A RADIUS OF 260.1 FEET FOR A DISTANCE OF 275.4 FEET HAVING A CHORD 
BEARING OF SOUTH 63 DEGREES 46 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 

262.73 FEET TO THE END THEREOF; RUN THENCE NORTH 85 DEGREES 54 
MINUTES WEST ON THE TANGENT OF THE LAST MENTIONED CURVE AND 
ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE FOR A DISTANCE OF 210.89 
FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 6 DEGREE 06 MINUTE 11 SECOND CURVE TO 
THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 938.8 
FEET ALONG THE NORTHERN LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET FROM AND 
PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHERN LINE OF BLOCK “L”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVI-
SION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 412.63 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING 
OF SOUTH 81 DEGREES 30 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 409.45 FEET 
TO THE BEGINNING OF A 9 DEGREE 08 MINUTE 33 SECOND CURVE TO THE 
LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 626.7 FEET, 
AND ALONG THE NORTHWESTERN LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET FROM 
AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHWESTERN LINE OF 451.02 HAVING A CHORD 
BEARING OF SOUTH 48 DEGREES 17 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 
441.51 FEET TO THE END OF SAID CURVE; RUN THENCE SOUTH 27 DEGREES 
39 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE WESTERN LINE OF CLUB VIEW DRIVE, 60 FEET 
WEST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE WEST LINE OF SAID BLOCK “M”, CLUB 
PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 121.51 FEET TO THE BEGIN-
NING OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAV-
ING A RADIUS OF 33.8 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 67.5 FEET HAVING A CHORD 
BEARING OF SOUTH 84 DEGREES 51 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 
56.87 FEET TO A POINT IN THE NORTHERN LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN 
THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG THE NORTHERN LINE OF COLONIAL CIR-
CLE AND AROUND A CURVE TO THE LEFT HAVING A RADIUS OF 810.1 FEET, 60 
FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHERN LINE OF BLOCK “P”, CLUB 
PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 173.7 FEET HAVING A CHORD 
BEARING OF NORTH 44 DEGREES 07 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 
173.33 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 1 DEGREE 37 MINUTE CURVE TO THE 
RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 3546.0 
FEET, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTHERN LINE OF BLOCK 
“P”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 589.5 FEET HAV-
ING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 45 DEGREES 29 MINUTES WEST FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 589.34 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A 6 DEGREE 43 MINUTE 15 
SECOND CURVE TO THE LEFT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE, HAVING A 
RADIUS OF 852.5 FEET, 60 FEET FROM AND PARALLEL WITH THE NORTH LINE 
OF BLOCK “P”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVIDION, PART 3, FOR A DISTANCE OF 661.6 
FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 62 DEGREES 57 MINUTES WEST 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 645.11 FEET TO THE BEGINNING OF A CURVE TO THE 
RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND SAID CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 99.4 FEET, FOR A DISTANCE OF 114.8 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF 
NORTH 52 DEGREES 05 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 108.56 FEET TO 
A POINT IN THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE; RUN THENCE NORTH 18 DE-
GREES 55 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF COLONIAL CIRCLE, 60 
FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF BLOCK “F”, CLUB PARK 
SUBDIVISION, PART 1, FOR A DISTANCE OF 123.77 FEET TO THE BEGINNING 
OF A 3 DEGREE 44 MINUTE CURVE TO THE RIGHT; RUN THENCE AROUND 
SAID CURVE, HAVING A RADIUS OF 1534.8 FEET, 60 FEET FROM AND PARAL-
LEL WITH THE EAST LINE OF BLOCK “F”, CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 1, 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 511.2 FEET HAVING A CHORD BEARING OF NORTH 09 
DEGREES 25 MINUTES WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 508.71 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 145.7 ACRES.

AND ALSO

ALL OF BLOCK “L” OF CLUB PARK SUBDIVISION, PART 3, ACCORDING TO THE 
MAP OR PLAT THEREOF WHICH IS ON FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN 
PLAT BOOK 6 AT PAGE 15 THEREOF, REFERENCE TO WHICH MAP OR PLAT IS 
HEREBY MADE IN AID OF AND AS A PART OF THIS DESCRIPTION AND CON-
TAINING 7.72 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 17, 2014, at which 
time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the 
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accom-
modate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 18th day of November 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/27/13, 12/11/13

lEGAl

nOTicE OF ApplicATiOn FOr A spEciAl EXcEpTiOn 
ZOninG cAsE nO. 3890

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City 
Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, 
notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that 
Patricia Shearry-Sampson Parker  have  filed with the Planning Board for the City of 
Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception to construct a residential com-
munity center in a Suburban Rural Residential District for property located on Parcel 
906-8 along Cynthia Rd., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

A parcel of land containing 37.24 acres (1,622,268.24 square feet), more  or less, be-
ing situated in the NorthWest ¼  of Section 1, Township  6 North, Range 1 West, First 
Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly  described by 
metes and bounds as follows:

Commence at a found iron pin 408.56 feet North 00 degrees 28 minutes  47 seconds 
East of the SouthWest  corner  of the  NorthWest ¼ of Section 1,Township  6 North,  
Range 1 West, Hinds County,  Mississippi,  said  pin  also  being  the  POINT OF BE-
GINNING for  the  parcel  herein described; thence  run North  00 degrees 01minutes 
45 seconds West for a distance of 793.00 feet to a found iron pin at a fence corner; 
thence run South 89 degrees 32 minutes 13 seconds East for  a distance  of  1316.03  
feet  to  a found  iron  pipe; thence  run  North  00 degrees 38 minutes  29 seconds East 
for a  distance of 122.85 feet to  a found  iron  pin; thence East for a distance of 743.13 
feet; thence South 22 degrees 04 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 78.01feet; 
thence East for a distance of 185.09 feet to the Western Right of Way line of Cynthia 
Road; thence run along said right of way South 21degrees  49 minutes  32 seconds 
West for a distance of 339.42 feet; thence  leave said right  of way and run West for a 
distance of 186.63 feet; thence South 22 degrees 04 minutes 00 seconds West for a 
distance of 89.29 feet; thence East for a distance of 187.15 feet to the Western Right of 
Way line of Cynthia Road; thence run along said right  of way South 21degrees 33 min-
utes 12 seconds West for a distance of 335.67 feet to a found  iron  pin; thence  leave 
said right  of way ad run West for  a distance of 116.20 feet; thence  South for  a distance 
of  26.31 feet; thence  West for  a distance  of 504.65 feet; thence -South for  a distance 
of  92.20 feet  to  a found  iron  pin; thence  South 89 degrees 48 minutes 35 seconds 
West for a distance of 1312.48 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

And also,

A parcel of land containing 0.3550 acres (15,465.63 square feet), more or less, being 
situated in the  NorthWest ¼ of Section 1, Township 6 North, Range 1 West, First Judi-
cial District, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly  described by metes 
and bounds as follows;

Commence at a found iron pin 408.56 feet North 00 degrees 28 minutes 47 seconds 
East of the SouthWest  corner  of the  NorthWest ¼ of Section 1, Township  6 North,  
Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi; thence run North 00 degrees 01minutes 45 
seconds West for a distance of 793.00 feet to a found iron  pin at a fence corner, thence 
run South 89 degrees 32 minutes 13 seconds East for a distance of 1316.03 feet to a 
found iron pipe; thence run North  00 degrees 38 minutes  29 seconds East for distance 
of 122.85 feet to a found  iron  pin; thence East for a distance of 743.13 feet; thence 
South 22 degrees 04 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 78.01 feet; thence 
East for a distance of 185.09 feet to the Western Right of Way line of Cynthia Road; 
thence run along said right  of way South 21degrees  49 minutes  32 seconds West 
for a distance of 339.42 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel herein South 
22 degrees 04 minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 89.29 feet; thence East for 
a distance of 187.15 feet to the  Western Right of Way line of Cynthia Rd; thence run 
along said right  of way North  21 degrees 45 minutes 26 seconds East for a distance of 
89.10 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.

LESS AND EXCEPT ANY PORTION OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PARCEL 
WHICH LIES WITHIN THE TWO TRACTS DESCRIBED HEREINABOVE:

Commence at the SW corner of the NW ¼ of Section 1, T6N, R1W, Hinds County, MS, 
and run thence S 89 degrees 50’ 30”   E 1724.27 feet to the Westerly line of Cynthia 
Road; thence N 22 degrees 04 degrees E along said Westerly line of Cynthia Road a 
distance of 1341.18 feet to the point of beginning; Continue thence N 22 degrees 04 
seconds E 170.0 feet; thence E 265.0 feet to the point of beginning. Being situated in 
the NW ¼ of Section 1, T6N, R1W, containing 1.0 acres more or less 

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street 
in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 17, 2014, at which 
time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said 
question, after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board 
can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing 
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the 
Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accom-
modate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 14th day of November 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/27/13, 12/11/13

lEGAl

nOTicE OF ApplicATiOn FOr A rEZOninG
ZOninG cAsE nO. 3889

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Or-
dinance by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in 
Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all 
persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Greater 
New Jerusalem M. B. Church  has filed with the Planning Board for 
the City of Jackson, an application requesting a rezoning from R-1 
(Single-Family) Residential District to Special Use District (SUD) to 
operate an academy and/or educational facility and a day care for 
property located at 4450 Raymond Rd.,  in the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described 
as:

Begin at the Northeast corner of the Southwest ¼ , of Section 22, 
Township 5 North, Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi, go 
south for 1993.7 feet to westerly right of way Highway 18, 25 feet at 
right angle from centerline; go South 44 degrees 00 minutes West 
along said right of way for 2842.5 feet to Point of Beginning; from 
Point of Beginning turn right a deflective angle of 90 degrees 00 
minutes and go 483 feet; turn left a deflective angle of 88 degrees 09 
minutes and go 450 feet; turn left a deflective angle of 91 degrees 51 
minutes and go 483 feet to westerly right of way of Highway 18; turn 
left a deflective angle of 87 degrees 30 minutes and go 328 feet; turn 
left a deflective angle of 02 degrees 30 minutes and go 122 feet to 
Point of beginning containing 5 acres, more or less, in Northwest ¼ 
of Northwest ¼ , Section 27, Township 5 North, Range 1 West, First 
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi.

To the Chancery Clerk:  The real property described herein is situ-
ated in NW ¼, Of NW ¼, S27, TSN, Rl W, First Judicial District, 
Hinds County, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in 
the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood 
Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 
p.m., on Wednesday, December 17, 2014, at which time all parties 
interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on 
said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City 
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any per-
son owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing 
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said 
date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens 
need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing im-
paired.

WITNESS my signature this 14th day of November 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/27/13, 12/11/13
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nOTicE OF inTEnT TO rEQUEsT rElEAsE OF FUnDs

December 11, 2014
Tony Yarber, Mayor
City of Jackson, Mississippi
Office of Housing and Community Development
218 S. President Street; 2nd Floor; Jackson, MS 39201; 601-960-2155

On or about December 19, 2014 the City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Com-
munity Development will submit a request to the U. S. Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HUD) for the release of HOME Investment Partnership 
Program (HOME) funds under Title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable 
Housing Act, as amended, (42 U. S. C. 12701 et seq.), to undertake a project known as 
Comprehensive Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Project. The work will involve compre-
hensive rehabilitation of owner-occupied residential properties. The proposed project is 
located, specifically in the target area between Fortification, Parkside/Ellis, St. Charles 
and Prentiss Street. The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR Part 38 from National Environmental Policy Act requirements. An 
Environmental Review Record (ERR that documents the environmental determinations 
for this project is on file at the Office of Housing and Community Development at 218 
S. President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, MS 39201. The ERR can be viewed in office 
Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group or agency may submit written comments of the ERR to the Office 
of Housing and Community Development. All comments must be received by Decem-
ber 18, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. All comments will be considered by the City of Jackson prior 
to authorizing submission of a request of release of funds.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
The City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Community Development certifies to HUD 
that Tony Yarber, in his capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the envi-
ronmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD’s 
approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws 
and authorities, and allows the City of Jackson to use CDBG funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the City of Jackson’s certification 
for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt 
of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the 
certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Jackson; (b) the 
City of Jackson has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by 
HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the 
development process have committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities 
not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) 
another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written 
finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  
Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required proce-
dures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to HUD at Dr. A. H. McCoy 
Federal Building, 100 W. Capitol Street, Suite 910; Jackson, MS 39269-1096.  Potential 
objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Tony Yarber, Mayor
December 11, 2014

12/11/13

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

nOTicE TO biDDErs
city of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, January 13, 2015, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the 
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for 
the following:

91511-011315 24 Months of Providing DJ & Entertainment Services

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the low-
est total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is known prior 
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533                                                                                                    12/11/13
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OrDinAncE ApprOVinG sT. ricHArD cATHOlic cHUrcH A
rEZOninG FrOm r-1A (sinGlE-FAmilY) rEsiDEnTiAl DisTricT AnD

r-3 (TOWnHOUsE & ZErO-lOT-linE) rEsiDEnTiAl DisTricT TO
spEciAl UsE DisTricT TO AllOW FOr THE cOnsTrUcTiOn OF

pArkinG lOTs AnD OTHEr sTrUcTUrEs FOr AccEssOrY 
cHUrcH

UsEs FOr prOpErTY lOcATED On pArcEls 437-360, 437-362, 437-
364,

437-366,437-368 AnD 437-370 (All On lYnnWOOD Dr.), cAsE nO. 
3870.

WHEREAS, St. Richard Catholic Church has filed a petition to rezone prop-
erty located on parcels 437-360, 437-362, 437-364, 437-366, 437-368 and 
437-370 (all on Lynnwood Dr.), in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, from R-1A (Single- family) Residential District & 
R-3 (Townhouse and Zero-Lot-Line) Residential District to Special Use Dis-
trict (SUD) to construct parking lots and other structures for accessory church 
uses; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public 
hearing, has recommended approval to rezone the property fromR-lA (Single-
family) Residential District & R-3 (Townhouse and Zero-Lot-Line) Residential 
Districts to Special Use District (SUD) to construct parking lots and other struc-
tures for accessory church uses; and

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and inter-
ested citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 
2:30 p.m., Monday, September 15, 2014 to consider said change, based upon 
the record of the case as developed before the City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of 
said petition had been published in the Mississippi Link on August 7, 2014 and 
August 21, 2014 and that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City Plan-
ning Board on August 27, 2014, all as provided for by ordinances of the City 
of Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City 
Planning Board had recommended approval of the petitioned rezoning of the 
above described property to Special Use District to construct parking lots and 
other structures for accessory church uses; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion 
that such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to 
the best interest of the Cily and that there has been a substantial change in the 
land use character of the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the property 
and there is a public need for additional property in that area zoned in accor-
dance with the request since any previous City Council action; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:

Parcel #437-360

Lot 1 Lynwood Subdivision, a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof 
which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds 
County, Mississippi in Plat Book 11 at Page 13, reference to which is hereby 
made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel #437-362

Lot Two (2), Lynwood Subdivision, according to a map or plat on file and of 
record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Missis-
sippi, in Plat Book 11 at Page 13, reference to which is hereby made.

Parcel #437-364

Lot 3, LYNWOOD SUBDIVISION, according to a map or plat thereof on file 
and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, 
Mississippi, in Plat Book 11 at Page 13, reference to which is made in aid of 
and as a part of this description.

Parcel #437-366

Lot Four (4), LYNWOOD SUBDIVISION, a subdivision according to a map or 
plat thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of 
Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 11 at Page 13, reference 
to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description.

Parcel #437-368 & #437-370

Lots 5 & 6, Lynwood Subdivision, according to a map or plat thereof which is 
on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Mis-
sissippi, as now recorded in Plat Book 11 at Page 13.

is hereby rezoned and changed from R-1A (Single-family) Residential District 
& R-3 (Townhouse and Zero-Lot-Line) Residential District to Special Use Dis-
trict to construct parking lots and other structures for accessory church uses 
provided, however that before a permit is issued for any structure to be erected 
or modified on the said property, or for any use thereof, the applicant must 
meet the requirements established through the Site Plan Review process. The 
Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change on the Official Zoning 
Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi.

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by 
the petitioner.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its 
passage and after publication of same by the petitioner.

There was no opposition from the public.

Council Member Barrett-Simon moved adoption; Council Member Priester 
seconded.

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Cooper-Stokes, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Whitwell.

ATTEST:

Kristi Moore, Assistant City Clerk

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified Assistant City Clerk and lawful 
custodian of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of 
said City, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance 
passed by the City Council at its regular zoning meeting on the 15th day of 
September, 2014, and recorded in Minute Book “6F”, pages 543-544.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 9th day of October, 
2014.

Kristi Moore, Assistant City Clerk
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FALL HUNTING SALE
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
American Made Safe
•12 Gun Safe...$39900

•18 Gun Safe...$54900

•24 Gun Safe...$64900

Factory Model Closeout
75 Minute Fire Rating•Door Accessory Panel

• 17 Gun Safe...$69900

• 25 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$119900

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

2014 Year Model Closeout • Factory Discontinued Models
Scratched and Dented Safes
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2014 Year Model Closeout • Factory Discontinued Models
Scratched and Dented Safes

FALL HUNTING SALE
LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Discount Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
American Made Safe
•12 Gun Safe...$39900

•18 Gun Safe...$54900

•24 Gun Safe...$64900

Factory Model Closeout
75 Minute Fire Rating•Door Accessory Panel

• 17 Gun Safe...$69900

• 25 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$119900

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event! 

2014 Year Model Closeout • Factory Discontinued Models
Scratched and Dented Safes
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Discount Gun Safe
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Satellite TV Difference
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nOTicE OF ApplicATiOn FOr A UsE pErmiT
ZOninG cAsE nO. 3885

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Coun-
cil of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is 
hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Mary King  
has  filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use 
Permit to operate a   commercial child care center within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Resi-
dential District on property located at 1439 Capitol St., in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Lots 5 and 6 of the F. C. Robertson’s (Bell Survey), a subdivision according to a map or plat 
thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book A, Page 345, reference to which is hereby made in aid 
of and as a part of this description.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 17, 2014, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at 
least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for inter-
preters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 14th day of November 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/27/13, 12/11/13

lEGAl

nOTicE OF ApplicATiOn FOr A rEZOninG
ZOninG cAsE nO. 3886

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the City Coun-
cil of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 thereof, notice is 
hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Etheridge 
Jamison, DBA Central Automotive & Collision has filed with the Planning Board for the 
City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from I-1 (Light) Industrial District to 
I-2 (Heavy) Industrial District, for storage and parking vehicles on property located at 128 
Richardson Dr., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more 
particularly described as:

Commencing at an iron pipe located on the northwest comer of Parcel 9 of FAE Subdivi-
sion, Section 24, Township 6 North, Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi, as recorded 
in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi; said pipe being 
on the south right-of-way line of Northside Drive, as now laid out and occupied; run thence 
east and along said south right-of-way of Northside Drive for a distance of 679.0 feet to an 
iron pipe; turn thence through a deflection angle of 90 degrees 50 minutes to the right and 
run South 00 degrees 05 minutes West for a distance of 804.4 feet to a point on the south 
right-of-way line of propose Rich (Richardson) Drive; said point being further the point of 
beginning for the description of a parcel of property described as follows:

Continue thence South 00 degrees 05 minutes West for a distance of 160.0 feet to a point; 
turn thence through a deflection angle of 90 degrees 47 minutes to the right and run North 
89 degrees 12 minutes West for a distance of 295.0 feet to a point; turn thence through 
a deflection angle of 89 degrees 13 minutes to the right and run North 00 degrees 05 
minutes East for a distance of 160 feet, more or less, to a point on the South right-of-way 
line of proposed Rich (Richardson) Drive; thence run along said South right-of-way line of 
proposed Rich (Richardson) Drive for a distance of 295 feet, more or less, to the point of 
beginning.

The above described parcel of land, lying and being situated in the Northwest Quarter (NW 
1/4) of Section 24, Township 6 North, Range I West, Hinds County, Mississippi, contains 
1.1 acre, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jack-
son Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in 
Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 17, 2014, at which time all 
parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its 
recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the 
City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at 
least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for inter-
preters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 14th day of November 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/27/13, 12/11/13

lEGAl

nOTicE OF ApplicATiOn FOr A VAriAncE
ZOninG cAsE nO. 3888

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 
3G at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested 
in or in any way affected thereby, that Daniel Cooper has filed with the 
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a three 
(3) ft. Variance from the 15 feet required rear yard setback in a C-2 (Lim-
ited) Commercial District, for property located at 1047 Woodrow Wilson 
Ave. in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being 
more particularly described as:

Being situated in Lot 1, Emma Pillars Subdivision, Jackson, Mississippi, 
as recorded in Plat Book 1 at Page 79 of the Chancery records of Hinds 
County, Mississippi and being more particularly described as follows:

  Commence at an iron pin marking the SE corner of Lot 1, Highland 
Park Subdivision, Part 1, as recorded in Plat Book 5 at Page 29 of the 
aforesaid Chancery records and run northwesterly, along the eastern 
boundary  of said Lot 1, 92.02’; turn to the right through a deflection 
angle of 19° 40’ and run northerly, 12.25’ to an iron pin marking the SW 
corner of and the Point of Beginning for the property herein described: 
turn thence to the right through  a deflection angle of 90° 38’ and run 
easterly, 150.00’, to the SW corner of the P.E. Loach property as re-
corded in Deed Book 1830 at Page 299 of the said Chancery records; 
turn thence through an interior angle of 89° 22’ and run northerly, along 
the western boundary of the said Loach property, 47.80’ to a point 10.0’ 
southerly  from, as measured perpendicular to, the back of curb along 
the South margin of Woodrow Wilson Avenue; turn thence through an 
interior angle of 90° 26’ and run westerly, along a line parallel with and 
10.0’ measured southerly from, the aforesaid back of curb, 14.54’; turn 
thence through an interior angle of 191° 07’ and run northwesterly, along 
a line parallel with and 10.0’ measured southerly  from, the aforesaid 
back of curb,71.00’; turn thence through an interior angle of 168° 57’ 30” 
and run westerly, along a line parallel with and 10.0’ measured southerly  
from, the aforesaid back of curb, 65.91’; turn thence through an interior 
angle of 89° 29’ 30” and run southerly  61.01’ to the Point of the Begin-
ning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Build-
ing, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on 
Wednesday, December 17, 2014, at which time all parties interested 
in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, 
after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning 
Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any 
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within 
the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Admin-
istrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is 
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning 
Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to 
accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visu-
ally/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 14th day of November 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/27/13, 12/11/13

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

DEpArTmEnT OF FinAncE AnD ADminisTrATiOn
bUrEAU OF bUilDinG, GrOUnDs AnD

rEAl prOpErTY mAnAGEmEnT
JAcksOn, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/15/2015 , for:

RE: GS# 371-138 MS Crafts Center Repairs (Rebid)
 Department of Finance and Administration

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

Professional: Durrell Design Group, PLLC 
Address:     Post Office Box 13471
  Jackson, Mississippi 39236-3471
Phone:  601-622-2786
Email:                   gdurrell@durrelldesigngroup.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not 
be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

12/11/13, 12/18/13

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

nOTicE OF pUblic HEArinG

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES THAT A PUBLIC 
HEARING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2014 AT 2:00 P.M., 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT 
STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED 
RENAMING OF BATTLEFIELD PARK, LOCATED AT 953 PORTER STREET, 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39204, CHANGING THE EXISTING NAME TO 
CHOKWE LUMUMBA 

                                                                                       12/4/2014  12/11/2014 



AVIATION MANUFACTURING
CAREERS - Get trained as FAA certified
Aviation Technician. Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. Call AIM 866-367-2510.
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Begin a career in Billing, Coding and
Insurance processing! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training at Bryan
University gets you ready! HS
Diploma/GED and Computer/Internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

COOKS NEEDED! If you can cook or
have worked in a kitchen and want an
exciting career in the Oil and Gas indus-
try, sign up for training today. Cooks start
at $950-$1,150 per week. Call 850-424-
2605.

DRIVER - CDL/A
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days
and start driving with KLLM!

• No out of pocket tuition cost and
CLASSES START EVERY MONDAY!

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllmdrivingacademy.com 

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS?
Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, &
resolve tax debt FAST. Seen on CNN. A+
rating with the BBB. Call 1-800-675-
1156.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DIRECTV! Act Now $19.99/month. Free
3-months of HBO, Starz, SHOWTIME &
CINEMAX. FREE GENIE/DVR Upgrade!
2014 NFL Sunday Ticket included with
Select Packages. New customers only. IV
Support Holdings LLC - an authorized
DirecTV dealer. 1-800-215-6713.
DISH TV Retailer - SAVE! Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 months). FREE pre-
mium movie channels. FREE equipment,
installation and activation. CALL AND
COMPARE LOCAL DEALS. 1-800-319-
2526.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-522-
9068.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE. Place your ad
in over 100 newspapers at one low price.
Call MS Press at 601-981-3060.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of December 7, 2014

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

15%

For More Info Call Ken at SFG

601-540-4500
Guarantees are subject to the claims paying ability of the insur-
ance company. Surrender of contract may be subject to surrender
charges or market value adjustments. Product not available in all
states.

Learn the safe and secure way to earn stock
market linked returns without market risk to

your principle.

CD or IRA
Coming Due?

First Year Guarantee!

NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS
WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call � One Order

One Check
Call  MS Press Services 

at 601-981-3060
For More Information!

Dec7_MCAN

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 15DEcEmbEr 11 - 17, 2014

Fill your heart with jolly cheer
And visit Santa to say that you’ve been nice all year!

Decorate cookies and play in the SNOW,
while you listen to seasonal tunes & sip on hot cocoa!

$10 PER PERSON & FREE FOR MCM MEMBERS

This project is partially funded by the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau.

GARDEN GLOW

Fill your heart with jolly cheer
And visit Santa to say that you’ve been nice all year!

Decorate cookies and play in the SNOW,
while you listen to seasonal tunes & sip on hot cocoa!

$10 PER PERSON & FREE FOR MCM MEMBERS

This project is partially funded by the Jackson Convention and Visitors Bureau.

GARDEN GLOW

PASS
MS Children’s Museum

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
MS Children’s Museum

2x6

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

 NO 
     Contracts.

 NO 
     Credit Check.

 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Not eligible for 
promotional 

pricing

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper or HD.

CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT OPTIONS!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, 
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price 
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation 
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop 
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super 
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from 
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.  
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and 
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are 
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment 
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment  must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees 
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers 
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, 
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

 NO 
     Contracts.

 NO 
     Credit Check.

 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Not eligible for 
promotional 

pricing

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper or HD.

CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT OPTIONS!

PASS
Dish Network

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Dish Network

2x6

PASS
Stop IRS Debt

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Stop IRS Debt

2x6

Uterine/Fibroid

CANCER ALERT!
If you or a loved one had a 

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by 
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed with 

abdominal or pelvic cancer,
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
McComb, MS 800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery!
Free Background Information Available Upon Request.

Uterine/Fibroid

CANCER ALERT!
If you or a loved one had a 

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by 
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed with 

abdominal or pelvic cancer,
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
McComb, MS 800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery!
Free Background Information Available Upon Request.

Uterine/Fibroid

CANCER ALERT!
If you or a loved one had a 

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by 
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed with 

abdominal or pelvic cancer,
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
McComb, MS 800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery!
Free Background Information Available Upon Request.

Thomas Brock, Attorney

PASS

3.556x2
48 Web

3.33x2
46 Web
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ORDINANCE AMENDING DECENNIAL KKDISTRICTING ORDINANCE 
APPROVED BY THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 4, 
2012, BY CHANGING THE POLLING PLACE FOR PRECINCT #79 IN 
HINDS COUNTY DISTRICT #1.

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council approved a redistricting ordinance on 
September 12, 2012, pursuant to the provisions of Section 21-8-7(4)(c) of 
the Mississippi Code Annotated (1972), as amended; and

WHEREAS, Section 23-15-557 of (he Mississippi Code Annotated (1972), 
as amended, authorizes the governing authorities of a municipality within 
the State of Mississippi in their discretion to divide the municipality into a 
sufficient number of voting precincts of such size and location as is neces-
sary with the same number of polling places necessary to accommodate 
the electorate; and

WHEREAS, the polling place for Precinct #79 in the Hinds County District 1 
is located at Fire Station #19, 5910 Ridgewood Road, Jackson. Mississippi 
39211; and

WHEREAS, permission has been obtained for the use of Virginia College. 
5841 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, Mississippi, 39211, as the voting place 
for Precinct #79; and

WHEREAS, the best interest of citizens of the City of Jackson, Mississippi 
(“City of Jackson”), specifically those accustomed to voting at the polling 
place established for Precinct #79 would be served by authorizing the es-
tablishment of the polling place at Virginia College located at 5841 Ridge-
wood Road, Jackson, Mississippi, 39211; and

WHEREAS, the Hinds County, Mississippi (“Hinds County”) Election Com-
missioners requested the change, and submitted said request to the Attor-
ney for the Hinds County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Hinds County passed a resolution 
on February 3, 2014, in support of the change in the polling place for Pre-
cinct #79, Fire Station #19; and

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that 

approval of this ordinance is necessary to ensure uniformity of precincts 
and polling places in the County of Hinds, Mississippi and for ease of voting 
by the electorate.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Jackson: The poll-
ing place for Precinct #79 located at Fire Station #19, 5910 Ridgewood 
Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39211, is changed to Virginia College located 
at 5841 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, Mississippi, 39211, commencing with 
the December 2, 2014, City of Jackson. Hinds County, Mississippi, special 
election.

Thereafter, President Stamps called for a vote as amended:

Council Barrett-Simon moved adoption: Council Member Pricster seconded

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Hendrix, Priester and Stamps.
Nays- None.
Absent- Cooper-Stokes and Tillman.

ATTEST:
Kristi Moore, City Clerk

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed 
by the City Council at a special meeting on the 27th day of October, 2014, 
and recorded in Minute Book “6G”, page 100.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 4th day of November, 
2014.

Kristi Moore, City Clerk

 12/11/13

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

nOTicE TO biDDErs
city of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, January 06, 2015, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the 
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for 
the following:

94638-010615 Heavy Equipment Broker

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the 
Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchas-
ing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities 
for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contrac-

tor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by 
authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO 
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible 
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of 
Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Ap-
plication and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Devel-
opment at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right to 
waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be made to 
the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications.  
The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for 
all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when 
evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the 
City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some varia-
tion thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of 
such statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1533

12/4/2014, 12/11/2014
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MBB: JSU falls 65-52 to LA Tech

Kobe Bryant talks about his 
relationship with Michael Jordan

Kaven Bernard scored a ca-
reer high 15 points and Derell 
Taylor pulled down a career 
high 11 rebounds but the Jack-
son State men’s basketball 
team (1-7) could not overcome 
a second half surge by the 
Louisiana Tech Bulldogs (7-1), 
falling 65-52 Saturday night at 
the Thomas Assembly Center.

After trailing by only one 
point at halftime (27-26) the 

Tigers were outscored 38-26 in 
the second half. Bernard, who 
was JSU’s only double-figure 
scorer, finished 6-16 from the 
floor also pulled down seven 
rebounds and had two steals. 
Taylor also added seven points 
to go along with his 11 boards. 
Javeres Brent scored six points 
and grabbed eight rebounds 
and Jaleel Queary scored six 
points and dished out three as-
sists.

Alex Hamilton and Raheem 
Appleby led LA Tech, scoring 
13 and 11 points respectively.

JSU trailed 27-26 at half-
time. Bernard led the team 
with a seven point, five re-
bound effort. Queary and Brent 
each had six points and Derrell 
Taylor added four points and 
five rebounds.

For the game JSU shot 34.5 
percent from the field (20-58), 
70 percent from the free throw 

line (7-10) and 31.3 percent 
from three-point range (5-16). 
LA Tech connected at a 35.1 
percent rate from the floor (20-
57), 75 percent from the line 
(18-24) and 25.9 percent in 
threes (7-27).

JSU returns to action Sat-
urday, Dec. 13 when the Chi-
cago, Ill. to face Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago. Tip-off is set 
for 7 p.m.

Kobe Bryant will always be 
compared to Michael Jordan. 
They are two of the greatest 
basketball players and NBA 
scorers ever.

Nevertheless, Bryant 
doesn’t care about surpassing 
Jordan on the NBA scoring 
list, which he is just 62 points 
away from taking the title as 
of 12-09-14.

He opened up about start-
ing his career during a period 
when the NBA had superstar 
players like Jordan in an in-
terview with Bleacher Re-
port.

“It was great for me. I 
was looking forward to that 
moment, him being the pin-
nacle of who I was looking 
forward to playing against 
most,” he said. “At the time 

I came into the league, all the 
golden greats were still there 
- Clyde Drexler, [Hakeem] 
Olajuwon, [Charles] Bark-
ley, [Gary] Payton, Anfernee 
Hardaway, John Stockton.”

He added, “these guys were 
still doing their thing. It was 
a huge honor for me to match 
up with all of these guys, see 
them up close. […] I’m not 
scared of anybody. It’s more 

curiosity and such a respect 
that I want to learn. I want to 
learn. I’m so curious to learn 
- still to this day.”

He continued with, “just 
a constant learner. I’m not 
afraid to ask questions about 
things that I don’t know. I’m 
not afraid to admit what I 
don’t know. I’ll ask questions 
and try to learn as much as I 
can.”

Bryant said Jordan is like 
a big brother to him. He was 
more direct and upfront with 
Jordan and maybe that’s why 
they hit it off more than what 
Jordan did with other players 
of Bryant’s caliber.

“We hit it off very well. He 
was really like a big brother, 
and whether it’s because we 
see things in a similar way 
in terms of our competitive 
spirit or fire or whatever the 
case may be, there’s an un-
derstanding that we have - a 

connection that we have.”
He added, “I don’t know if 

he opened up with me more 
than he did with other play-
ers, I’m not sure. I don’t know 
if other players had the balls 
even to ask. But we have a re-
ally, really good relationship.

But there’s one thing Bry-
ant doesn’t like is how people 
believe he learned everything 
he knows from Jordan. That’s 
not true.

“The thing that I always 
bristled at was the notion that 
I learned everything that I 
know from Michael. That’s 

just not true,” he said. “Ha-
keem Olajuwon deserves a 
lot of credit; Jerry West de-
serves a lot of credit. Oscar 
Robertson deserves a lot of 
credit.”

He added, “I really was 
a student of the game and 
watched everybody. […] I’ve 
always welcomed the com-
parison to Michael if it’s in 
competitive spirit or in terms 
of records that I may set. I’ve 
always been cool with that. 
To be in that kind of company 
is crazy, for lack of a better 
term. Rare air.”

Jackson State Athletics Media

eurweb

Jackson state athletics Media

Jordan and Bryant

Wrtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JAcksOn’s UrbAn rhYthm AnD blUes 
stAtiOn plAYinG FAmiliAr FAVOrites FrOm the 70’s, 80’s AnD 90’s. tUne 
in tO heAr JUst the riGht miX OF blUes AnD tODAY’s biGGest hits. 



Mercedes-Benz Superdome • Saturday, November 29 • New Orleans
Grambling (45) • Southern University (52)

41st Annual 2014 Bayou Classic

Photos by sGt Kevin Robinson
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Book Review:
“The LighT of TRuTh: wRiTings 
of an anTi-Lynching cRusadeR”
Byida B. weLLs  
  ediTed wiTh an inTRoducTion and noTes By Mia Bay
  geneRaL ediToR: dR. henRy Louis gaTes JR.
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“Ida B. Wells was born a 
slave in Holly Springs, Miss. 
in 1862. After beginning a 
teaching career to support 
her orphaned siblings, she 
moved to Memphis to be-
come a journalist…

In 1883, she was arrested 
for refusing to give up her 
seat on a train, an experi-
ence that she chronicled in 
her first published piece. 

Though Wells achieved 
success as a writer, edi-
tor and even co-owner of 
a newspaper, her greatest 
accomplishments came af-
ter the lynching of a close 
friend in 1892 spurred her 
into a lifelong anti-lynching 
campaign.

She published powerful 
diatribes against lynching, 
leading to death threats and 
forced exile in the North… 

Wells devoted the rest of her 
life to civil rights, publish-
ing widely and delivering 
impassioned speeches.”

Excerpted from the Intro-
duction (page i)

Over 70 years before Rosa 
Parks refused to move to the 
back of the bus, Ida Wells 
was similarly arrested for re-
fusing to surrender her seat 
on a train to a white person. 
Wells survived the ordeal 
and was eventually inspired 
to embark on an impressive 
career as an eloquent advo-
cate on behalf of African-
American civil rights.

Her specific focus was 
lynching. After all, the prac-
tice went unpunished for 
over a century during which 
not one white person was 
ever tried, convicted and 
executed for employing that 
brand of vigilante justice 
against any of the thousands 

and thousands of black men, 
women and children victims. 

Edited by Mia Bay and Dr. 
Henry Louis Gates Jr., The 
Light of Truth is a collection 
of Ida’s fiery essays, culled 
from her early writings.

In a professional and per-
suasive journalist tone, Ida 
recounts case after case in 
which a rush to judgment led 
to a gross miscarriage of jus-
tice. For example, in Selma 
Ala. a “colored man named 
Daniel Edwards” was hung 
from a tree and riddled with 
bullets as a “warning to all 
Negroes that are too intimate 
with white girls.” 

Truth be told, he had se-
cretly dated the daughter of 
his employer for over a year 
until the scandalous rela-
tionship produced a biracial 
child. 

Another entry discuss-
es the details of the 1892 

lynching in Quincy, Miss. 
of five African-Americans 
merely on suspicion of 
poisoning a Caucasian, de-
spite their already having 
been declared innocent by 
the local coroner. 

In this instance, Ida 
chastises white Christian 
ministers for failing to 
give the matter “more than 
a passing comment” in the 
pulpit. She goes on to cite 
the slayings as “proof of 
the moral degradation of 
the people of Mississippi.” 
And so forth.

A debt of gratitude is 
owed Ida Wells for pre-
serving for posterity a host 
of illustrative examples of 
racist mobs bent on satiat-
ing their bloodlust by visit-
ing violence on the bodies 
of blacks in vile fashion 
without any concern about 
guilt or innocence.

By Kam Williams 
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Gas burner
2. Absent without leave
3. Location
4. Make a mistake
5. Affirmative
6. Ancient Indian
7. Penned
8. Dalai __
10. Title
16. Deep-seated hostility
18. Master of ceremonies (abbr.)
19. Actinium (abbr.)
20. Scholar
21. Gods
22. Nobleman
24. Toboggan
25. Alack’s partner
26. Went by
28. Compass point
30. Truck

ACROSS 
1. Alleviate
5. Small boat
9. Kink
11. Jewish scribe
12. “__ Dame”
13. Speck
14. Brew
15. Georgia (abbr.)
17. Airport abbr.
18. Threaten
20. Eat in the open air
22. Flop
23. Deutschmark (abbr.)
24. Lick
27. On
29. Screamer’s throat dangler
31. Potter’s oven
32. Soap operas
33. Otherwise
34. Bird’s home

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Hillary Clinton

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

This week, give more things a chance
and you may be rewarded for your
efforts. 

A new relationship this week might
become an unsuspecting and beautiful
surprise! 

Should today and every day be a huge
struggle? The immediate answer is, no. 

You've grown so used to justifying your
actions this week that you've forgotten
what it feels like to not have to. 

Today, the sky speaks of you building
walls yet the defenses you've created are
at risk of preventing new love.

Relax now and peaceful thoughts will
come your way! 

Confusing thoughts about finances may
be coming to an end this weekend.

Others are keen on advising you on what
you ought to be doing this week.  

Listen carefully, but don't lose your ability to
make decisions today.

Less, we are told, is sometimes more. Be
careful! 

Trust that any downsizing this week will
result in less stress.

Confrontation today will eventually lead
to more choices when you need them
down the road.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
geT youR cuRRenT news onLine aT:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

African-American Film 
Critics Association: ‘Selma’ 
is top film of 2014

Mariah Carey’s leaked 
vocal track blamed on 
disgruntled techs

Yolanda Ross discusses playing 
Whitney Houston’s rumored 
lover in Lifetime biopic

Los Angeles - “Selma” 
the first studio film to cen-
ter around Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., is the big winner 
among the critics representing 
the African-American Film 
Critics Association (AAFCA).

The Paramount film earned 
multiple awards from AAFCA 
for Best Director, Ava Du-
Vernay; Best Actor for David 
Oyelowo and Best Song for its 
John Legend/Common theme 
song, “Glory.”

AAFCA will hold its annual 
award ceremony and dinner 
on Wednesday, February 4, 
2015 at 7 p.m. at the Taglyan 
Complex in Hollywood, CA.

“Our members found the 
output of cinema released this 
year to be a truly insightful 
mix of titles that reflect the 
world we live in. The mem-
bers of AAFCA were especial-
ly pleased with this range of 
storytelling supported by the 
studios that gave voice to the 
many sides of the experience 

of black people in America and 
around the world,” said AAF-
CA president Gil Robertson. 
“We had a lot to pick from this 
year from ‘Belle,’ ‘Dear White 

People,’ ‘Top Five,’ ‘Timbuk-
tu’ and ‘Selma’ and hope the 
industry will continue to pro-
vide a platform for diversity 
on the big screen.”

Mariah Carey apparently 
pissed off the sound people at 
Rockefeller Center’s Christmas 
Tree Lighting ceremony when 
she showed up three hours late, 
and they retaliated by leaking 
her embarrassing vocal track 
online.

As previously reported, pro-
duction workers attached to the 
NBC broadcast were upset that 
Carey kept them waiting three 
hours in the bitter cold Tuesday 
night, and ultimately failing to 
show for a taping of her Christ-
mas performance. That number 
was supposed to air on Wednes-
day’s broadcast. The network 
was left with no choice but to 
take their chances with a live 
performance of Carey’s 1994 
classic “All I Want for Christ-
mas.”

On Thursday morning, a track 
of just Carey’s strained vocals 
mysteriously hit the Internet.

“It’s really hard to leak just au-
dio,” snickers a source close to 
the production to Confidenti@l. 
“Mariah is blaming producers 
for leaking her audio track. She 
believes they did it to punish 
her for not showing up to taping 
the day before the live event!”

Carey’s reps denies any net-
work involvement in the leaked 
audio and tells us that because 
Mariah used a wireless mic, 
anyone in attendance could have 
recorded the isolated track. She 
added, “She preformed beauti-
fully.”Yolanda Ross may have logged 

in time on the big and small screen, 
but those roles probably didn’t get 
as much exposure as the one she 
plays in Lifetime’s highly-antici-
pated biopic  “I Will Always Love 
You: The Whitney Houston Story.”

Ross will play plays Robyn 
Crawford, Houston’s longtime as-
sistant, best friend and rumored 
lover. The pair’s relationship has al-
ways raised questions about Hous-
ton’s sexuality, in addition to ru-
mors surrounding her personal life.

Considering her passion for cul-
tural understanding through story-
telling, it came as no surprise that 
Ross took on the role, as noted by 
the Huffington Post. The actress sat 
down with HuffPost to chat on her 
reasons for playing Crawford, her 
understanding of Houston and why 
she felt it was important to include 
Crawford in the biopic.

Highlights from the interview are 
below:

What drew you to this particular 
project and role?

The opportunity to portray a 
person so significant in Whitney 
Houston’s Life and being directed 
by Angela Bassett.

Are you a Whitney fan? Have 
you always been a Whitney fan? 
How has your understanding of her 
changed over the course of filming 
this project?

Yes I am a Whitney fan and have 
always been a Whitney Fan. My 
top three Whitney songs are “Sav-
ing All My Love For You”, “You 
Give Good Love,” (which I be-
lieve, now that I know what Robyn 
looks like, is one of the two women 
singing backup in the video), and “I 

Have Nothing.”
I feel that during 

the process of this 
film I learned that 
this person, “Whit-
ney Houston”, was 
a lot stronger than I 
think a lot of us re-
member her due to 
the drug usage. She 
had a very firm un-
derstanding of the 
entertainment busi-
ness, and really did 
see herself, in my 
opinion, as having 
two sides, the per-
former and the pri-
vate Whitney which, really didn’t 
have much private as she became 
more and more famous then mar-
rying Bobby Brown and becoming 
a mother while being a woman of 
color that was smashing records all 
over the place by starring in a top 
grossing movie at the time and si-
multaneously having the number 
one record in the country out. You 
would have to have her strength 
and conviction to make it through 
that. Her life was not for the weak.

What do you think is so impor-
tant about your character’s inclu-
sion in this life story? What about 
Crawford’s character and/or rela-
tionship to Houston did you feel 
was most important for you to bring 
on screen?

I think it is very important to 
have the inclusion of the Robyn 
Crawford character because she 
was such a key part of Whitney’s 
life, personal and work wise. With 
all the criticism and backlash-
ing against this person it needs to 
be shown that at the base of it all, 

you had two people that respected 
and cared for each other since their 
teenage years through the time peri-
od when Whitney rose to her iconic 
level. When the world is whipping 
around you, those are the people 
you want near, to keep you and 
your life in check. While portray-
ing Robyn, it was important to me 
to respect the closeness of these two 
and show that in both the personal 
and public arenas.

How did you prepare for this 
role?

I scoured the internet for what-
ever I could find on Robyn. Though 
I had heard about her for years, 
I had never actually seen her so 
I wanted to get an idea of her but 
make sure I wasn’t mimicking her 
in any way. So getting a little in-
sight on her having a strong pres-
ence and being supportive helped. I 
kept that in mind while playing her 
and really just worked off what a 
friendship between two people that 
had known each other for so long is 
really like as it changes with each 
obstacle that presents itself.

XXXX

Mariah Carey performs at the 82nd annual Rockefeller Christmas 
Tree Lighting Ceremony at Rockefeller Center on December 3, 2014 
in New York City

Ross

eurweb.com
eurweb.com
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www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 19DEcEmbEr 11 - 17, 2014



20 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comDecember 11 - 17, 2014

  

December 10 - 16, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  BEEF

CHUCK
ROAST

PER  LB.

$449

SOLD  IN  TWO  PACK  FRESH

SMALL  PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$219

FRESH

WHOLE
FRYERS

PER  LB.

$100
COOK'S 

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$179

FAMILY  PACK

PORK
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$219

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$489

USDA  CHOICE

STEW
MEAT

PER  LB.

$499

SUGARTREE

SPIRAL  
SLICED  HAM

PER  LB.

$239

JIMMY  DEAN

PORK  
SAUSAGE

MILD,  HOT  OR  SAGE,  1  LB.

$359

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLE
OIL

GALLON  JUG

$599

SELECT  VARIETIES  CRISP

WASHINGTON  
APPLES

PER  LB.

89¢

SHAWNEE

FLOUR  OR
CORN  MEAL

5  LB.  BAG

2/$4

IMPERIAL  SPREAD  MARGARINE

QUARTERS
16  OZ  PKG. ............................... 79¢

PILLSBURY  GRANDS

BISCUITS
16.3 - 17.3  OZ. .............................

$179

GRANDS  CINNAMON

ROLLS
5  CT. ....................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

CHEESE
CUBES,  SHREDDED  8  OZ.  ................. 

$199

MINUTE  MAID  ORANGE

JUICE
59  OZ. ...................................... 

$299

PICTSWEET  SELECT  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
26 - 28  OZ. ................................. 

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  FROZEN

POTATOES
CRINKLE  CUT,  STRAIGHT,  
STEAK  OR  PUFFS,  2  LB. ...................

 $199

MRS.  SMITH'S 

FROZEN
FRUIT  PIES 
32  OZ. ..................................... 

$299

FROZEN  MARY'S  

BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ. ................................. 

2/$5
ASSORTED 

HOT  POCKETS
9  OZ. ....................................... 

2/$5

piggly wiggly

GALA,  GOLD  OR  RED  WASHINGTON  GROWN

APPLES
PER  LB. 

89¢

FLORIDA  BAGGED

ORANGES  OR  
TANGELOS

3 - 4  LB.  BAG

$299
CRISP  GREEN

CABBAGE
PER  LB.

39¢

FRESH

BROCCOLI
BUNCHES

2/$4
FRESH  BAKING

POTATOES
POUNDS

2/99¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


