
The Mississippi Link has obtained a copy 
of a 300-page report detailing problems 
that plagued the Hinds County Sheriff’s 
Department when Malcolm McMillin was 
the county’s top law enforcement officer.

The report was commissioned by then-
candidate Tyrone Lewis, who defeated 
McMillin in 2011. “We’ve held this infor-
mation for as long as we could, we were 
prepared to release it during the campaign 
but wanted to make sure that we ran a posi-
tive campaign,” Lewis said. “Given all of 
the recent headlines and the tendency of 
people to forget, we decided to release it 
now.”

The report compiled by Stanford Cam-
paigns indicates that “although McMillin 
is well liked in Hinds County and around 
the state, he has his share of flaws.” Those 
flaws, during his 20-year tenure highlight-
ed in the report shows:

• Dramatic increases in violent crime, 
citing FBI statistics

• No discretion or accountability, saying 
McMillin repeatedly passed the buck for 

prisoner-related problems under his watch.
• Foxes in the henhouse, which points 

to controversial hires, like ex-cons, by the 
former sheriff.

• Bending the rules for donors, friends 
and sports stars.

• Fiscally irresponsible, citing McMil-
lin’s clashes with the board of supervisors 
over his budget, in part, because he can’t 
manage very well.

 When questioned about his thoughts 

Everyday across this country, 
a major robbery occurs. The rob-
ber goes in and out of the homes 
of families, stealing the memory 
and quality of life from more than 
5.4 million Americans; more than 
53,000 of them are Mississippians. 
This robber leaves behind a trail of 
confusion, hurt, devastation, loss 
and mounting medical bills. The 
invader was identified in 1906 by 
German physician Dr. Alois Al-
zheimer, and today, the robber car-
ries his name, Alzheimer’s Disease 
(AD). Thus far, the “cruel” thief has 
yet to be apprehended. 

WOAD Radio Program Direc-
tor Percy Davis and others like 
him have joined the posse of those 
who have vowed to fight for a cure 
for Alzheimer’s; to fight for more 
funds for research, education and 
to help the more than 15 million 
Americans who provide unpaid 
care for a person with Alzheimer’s 

or other forms of dementia.
 For Davis, Alzheimer’s robbed 

him of his  “Uncle Earl.” He 
said his late Uncle Earl and Aunt 
Pinkie”were the two individuals re-
sponsible for his upbringing in the 
Mississippi Delta town of Tunica, 
located along the Mississippi River, 

WASHINGTON - Economists 
are breathing a sigh of relief after 
the Labor Department reported last 
week that employers added 163,000 
workers to their payrolls last month, 
doubling the 80,000 jobs added in 
June. More jobs were added in July 
than in the previous two months 
combined (69,000 jobs were picked 
up in May). The unemployment rate 
still managed to creep up to 8.3 per-
cent from 8.2 percent in June, con-
founding supporters of President 
Obama and rallying the Republicans 
eager for the showdown in Novem-
ber.

How can the unemployment rate 
go up as the economy gains jobs? It 
depends on whom you ask. The La-
bor Department utilizes two different 
surveys to measure the employment 
outlook in the U.S. The government 
polls business owners to get the jobs 
number, which economists say is a 
more accurate gauge of employment 
trends. The unemployment rate is 
derived from household surveys.

When it comes to the black unem-
ployment rate, it doesn’t matter who 
you ask - the numbers are dismal.

In July, the unemployment rate 
for blacks was 14.1 percent, a slight 
decrease from June’s 14.4 percent 
while the jobless rate for whites 
stayed flat at 7.4 percent. Black 
women fared better in July (12.5 per-
cent) than June (13.7 percent), but 

nowhere near as well as white wom-
en who, even with a slight increase 
(7.3 from 7.0 percent), still landed 
below the national average of 8.3 
percent. In comparison, black men 
fared far worse than the other groups 
nearly doubling the national average 
from July with an increase from 15.1 
percent to 15.8 percent. The rate for 
White men dipped slightly from 7.6 
to 7.5 percent.

Heidi Shierholz, an economist 
with the Economic Policy Institute, 
said that July’s unemployment num-
bers indicate that the economy is 
making “slow and rocky progress.” 
The U.S. economy added 151,000 
jobs per month on average for the 
first seven months of 2012. In 2011, 
employers hired roughly 153,000 
workers a month.

“If we were at full employment, 
we’d be happy with those numbers, 
because they’re enough to keep up 
with population growth,” Shierholz 
said. But when millions of Ameri-
cans are out of work or have simply 
given up hope of ever finding a job 
and earning a living wage, adding 
151,000 jobs a month just won’t cut it.

“The number of jobs we need 
to get back to full employment is 
around 10 million,” Shierholz ex-
plained. “At that pace, it’s going to 
take so long to get back to anything 
that looks like health in the labor 
market. That is just completely un-
acceptable.”

Other economists suggest that the 

fierce political climate and partisan 
bickering in Washington has rede-
fined just what we are willing to ac-
cept.

Steven Pitts, labor policy special-
ist at University of California- Berke-
ley’s Labor Center, compared the un-
healthy job market to someone who 
is dangerously overweight. If that 
person’s ideal weight is 185 pounds, 
but their actual weight is 400 pounds, 
when that person loses 10 pounds, 
of course it’s an improvement - but 
they’re still grossly overweight. If we 
begin to celebrate meager gains in 
the economy, Pitts suggested that we 
may begin to settle for less: healthier 
than last month, but only an oreo 
away from cardiac arrest.

“My fear is that we get to a new 
normal,” said Pitts. A new normal 
for blacks would translate into de-
pression-level unemployment rates, 
overcrowded food banks and half-
empty shopping malls.

For economists such as Shierholz, 
it’s ultimately up to the government 

to step up and boost the economy 
through practical fiscal policy.

“The economics are clear,” Shi-
erholz said. “[The economy] needs 
more fiscal stimulus and more relief 
to state and local governments, so 
that we can stop hemorrhaging jobs 
at the state and local levels.”

Relief to state and local govern-
ments will spur job growth in the 
public sector where blacks find em-
ployment at much higher rates than 
other groups. In a 2011 research 
brief on black workers in the public 
sector Pitts wrote:

The public sector is the single 
most important source of employ-
ment for African Americans.

During 2008-2010, 21.2 percent 
of all black workers are public em-
ployees, compared with 16.3 percent 
of non-black workers. Both before 
and after the onset of the Great Re-
cession,

African Americans were 30 per-
cent more likely than other workers 
to be employed in the public sector.
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Tougaloo College announced 
that Maggie Terry Harper has 
agreed to chair the 2012 An-
nual UNCF Campaign for the 
College.  Harper, who is both 
well known and well respected 
in the community, will bring a 
dedication and enthusiasm that 
will be a real asset to the UNCF 
campaign.  “We put out the call,” 
said Dr. Delores Bolden-Stamps, 
acting vice president for Institu-
tional Advancement at Tougaloo 
College, “and Maggie was kind 
enough to accept.”  “We are 
very excited about having her in 
this leadership position with the 
2012 UNCF campaign.”  

Tougaloo College, in partner-
ship with UNCF for more than 
65 years, has been devoted to in-
creasing the number of African-
American college graduates. 
UNCF scholarships and emer-
gency student aid are paramount 
to student success.  Escalating 
costs, compounded by the eco-
nomic downturn, are detrimental 
to the graduation of many Amer-
ican students and African-Amer-
ican students are even more vul-
nerable to these challenges.  That 
is why UNCF programs such as 
fellowships, scholarships and in-
ternships are vital to producing 

new leaders with the 21st cen-
tury skills necessary to compete 
in a global economy.  In order to 
meet the ever increasing needs 
of our students, Tougaloo Col-
lege launched the 2012 UNCF 
Campaign to develop strategic 
alliances that will advance the 
mission of the College through 
collaborative programs and in-
vestment.  

The 2012 UNCF Masked 
Ball, a signature event for more 
than a decade, is but one facet of 
the UNCF Annual Campaign. 
This year’s Ball will take place 
Friday, Oct. 26, at 7  p.m. in 

Maggie Terry Harper to 
chair Tougaloo College’s 
2012 UNCF Campaign

Lewis: ‘Most of what has occurred recently, we inherited’

2012 UNCF Masked 
Ball announced

Alzheimer’s Disease:
A Robbery in Progress
Percy Davis vows to join the fight 

Tougaloo
Continued on page 6

Harper

By Othor Cain
Managing Editor

B Freddie Allen
NNPA Washington Correspondent

M i n i  S e r i e S  -  P a r t  O n e

By Gail M. Brown
Editor

Economy continues 
sluggish recovery – 
but not for blacks

The Mississippi Link Newswire

www.mississippilink.com
Vol. 18, No. 42 50¢August 9 - 15, 2012

Michael Tinsley
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

Silver Medalist for the 400-Meter Hurdles
Read more on Page 16

PHOtOs By HArry HOw / Getty IMAGes eurOPe



2 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comAugust 9 - 15, 2012

Teasley Walker

1

4

2

5

3JSU’s first white NAACP 
president Michael 
Teasley found dead

Dozens of Canton 
students sent home for 
wearing colorful shoes

Rankin teacher dismissed 
over sex allegation

Former Holmes Co. 
supervisor pleads guilty 
to stealing county funds

Man killed in 
Jackson shooting

Michael Teasley, Jackson State University’s first white NAACP 
president, was found dead in his apartment Monday night (Aug. 
6), according to a state NAACP official.

Mississippi NAACP president Derrick Johnson confirmed Tues-
day that “Teasley was found dead in his apartment last night.”

Hinds County Coroner Sharon Grisham Stewart said Teasley 
appears to have died of natural causes.

Teasley, 40, grew up in rural Rankin County, was elected 
president of the JSU chapter of the NAACP in late 2010. He is 
the first white person to hold that position among historically black 
colleges and universities. Teasley served as 2nd vice president in 
2008-09 and 2009-10 before being elected by the 60-plus-mem-
ber chapter last spring as president for the 2010-11 term.

Friend Garrad Lee said he had seen Teasley on JSU’s campus 
just a few weeks ago. “In the short time I knew him we became 
fairly close, mostly through our similar roles in activisim,” Lee said. 
“I always looked up to him.”

An estimated 50 Canton High School students were sent home 
from the first day of class because their shoes violated dress code, 
administrators said.

Some of the students were wearing shoes in neon and other bright 
colors.

“A number of students wore red shoes that can be identified with 
gangs,” said Canton Public Schools Superintendent Dwight J. Luckett.

The uniform dress code for Canton High School requires that stu-
dents wear navy shirts, khaki pants or skirts, and black or dark-colored 
shoes or white tennis shoes, Luckett said. The dress code has been in 
place for several years, he said.

Luckett said most of the parents were very compliant when contact-
ed by the school. He said some said they didn’t know about the dress 
code, while others said the shoes their children were wearing at school 
weren’t the same shoes they were wearing when they left the house.

Luckett said the students were allowed to go home, change and 
return to school.

Woman, 34, accused of having 
relationship with 16-year-old; officials say 
student safety ‘first priority’

Rankin County School District officials confirmed Tuesday (Aug. 
7) that a Richland High School teacher accused of having sex with a 
student no longer works there. Richland Police Chief Russel James 
said Stacy Walker, 34, was arrested and charged with sexual battery 
under the position of trust statute. She was given a $25,000 bond, 
and her case will now go to the Rankin County grand jury.

Walker is listed on the school’s website as an algebra teacher, the 
boys’ head soccer coach and the girls’ assistant soccer coach.

James said the district became aware of the charges and alerted 
police. “They caught wind of it somehow; it was enough that they 
took notice and did some checking into it,” he said. “Then they deter-
mined that it was something we’d need to know about.”

The school district issued a formal statement on the matter Tues-
day.

A Holmes County supervisor pleaded guilty to stealing 
county funds in U.S. District Court Tuesday, Aug. 7. 

Norman Cobbins, 61, of Lexington admitted that from 
March 15, 2007 through Dec. 31, 2007, he carried out a 
scheme to defraud Holmes County. 

He submitted false invoices and requisitions to the county 
and converted the money to his own personal use. 

U.S. Attorney Gregory K. Davis said in a news release 
that Cobbins will be sentenced Oct. 26, at 9 a.m. and faces 
a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison and a $250,000.00 
fine.

police seek motive in fatal shooting
Jackson police were working Wednesday, Aug. 8, to determine 

what led to a shooting that killed a man.
The shooting happened about 10 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 7, outside 

a home on Carnation Street, near Medgar Evers Boulevard, police 
said.

Police said they were called to the area after residents reported 
hearing gunshots.

“(Officers) noticed two subjects had been shot. They were trans-
ported by private vehicle to the University of Mississippi Medical 
Center. One is dead, the other is recovering,” said Jackson Police 
Department spokeswoman Officer Colendula Green.

Investigators think the two men knew each other, but they don’t 
know what led to the shooting. Police have not filed any charges in 
the case because they are still trying to determine what circumstanc-
es led to the shooting, authorities said.

Police have not released the names of those involved.

Cobbins

Compiled by Othor Cain
Managing Editor 
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Patricia Smith of Jackson 
juggled a full life as a wife, 
mother and talented cook. Last 
August, after living with the 
pain of endometriosis nearly 
half her life, Smith decided she 
had had enough.

“I lead a busy life, which 
didn’t leave a lot of time to 
stop and do anything con-
structive about the pain I was 
experiencing every month,” 
said Smith. “I was really sick 
and tired of being in pain, 
but I’d begun to think it was 
something I’d just have to live 
with.”

When she was diagnosed 
with endometriosis several 
years ago, Smith said she had 
been experiencing severe pel-
vic pain for the past few years. 
She didn’t pursue a surgical 
solution because she didn’t 
want to face the prospect of 
undergoing a traditional hys-
terectomy and the accompany-
ing scar, pain and downtime. 

But after the pain became 

more than she could handle, 
she was ready to consider her 
options. She went to see Dr. 
Samuel Brown, an OB/GYN 
with Central Mississippi OB-
GYN Associates after hearing 
he was able to perform gyne-
cologic surgeries using a less-
invasive technique. A pelvic 
ultrasound suggested endome-
triosis. Brown informed Smith 
that hysterectomy, or surgical 
removal of the uterus, was one 
of her options. In fact, after ed-
ucating her on the procedure, 
Brown explained she was ac-
tually an excellent candidate 
for a robotic-assisted hysterec-
tomy with the da Vinci® Sur-
gical System at nearby Central 
Mississippi Medical Center. 

The da Vinci system is an 
alternative to both traditional 
open surgery and conventional 
laparoscopy. It enables sur-
geons to guide a robot’s arms 
to perform complex and deli-
cate procedures through very 
small incisions with incredible 
precision. 

“When Dr. Brown demon-
strated how different this type 
of surgery was in comparison 
to the other type that required 
a large incision, extended 
hospital stay and long recov-
ery, it was an easy decision to 
make,” said Smith. “When he 
first told me about robotic sur-
gery, I wasn’t too surprised be-
cause I knew Central Missis-
sippi Medical Center keeps up 
with new technologies. When 
I learned Dr. Brown had per-
formed over 400 robotic sur-
geries, I was more than ready 
for the surgery.” 

Brown performed a robot-
ic-assisted hysterectomy at 
CMMC and the procedure 
went well. In just two weeks 
she was feeling like a new 
woman, Smith says. 

Comparing notes with sev-
eral friends who had tradi-
tional hysterectomies, Smith 
discovered she had much less 
pain and scarring in addition to 
a much quicker recovery. 

Thanks to her successful 

surgery, she enjoyed the rest 
of the summer with her fam-
ily after quickly returning to 
her normal day-to-day routine. 
She calls her surgery and care 
by Brown, “a miracle in that 
I never expected to be treated 
so well or be transformed so 
quickly from a life of pain to a 
pain-free life.”

Brown, who has trained sur-
geons around the state and be-
yond, including Indiana, uses 
the da Vinci Surgical System 
to perform hysterectomies, 
myomectomies and the treat-
ment of endometriosis. 

Brown said while it is often 
called a “robot,” the da Vinci 
Surgical System is incapable 
of making decisions or ma-
neuvering on its own. Rather, 
every surgical maneuver must 
be performed by a highly 
trained surgeon. While sitting 
at the ergonomic console, the 
surgeon controls the system, 
which translates hand move-
ments into smaller, more pre-
cise movements. 

“One in three 
women in the 
U.S. will need 
a hysterectomy 
before age 60,” 
Brown said. 
“Traditionally, 
this surgery was 
performed as a 
more invasive 
open abdominal 
h y s t e r e c t o m y 
that required 
a significantly 
large incision 
and extensive 
recovery time. 
Unfortunately, 
the fear of pain 
brought on by 
this procedure 
compiled with 
being out of 
commission for 
weeks caused many women to 
suffer silently rather than seek 
treatment. The da Vinci has 
revolutionized the practice of 
medicine, particularly gyneco-
logic surgery.” 

Brown added this minimally 
invasive approach offers nu-
merous potential benefits over 
traditional approaches, includ-
ing less blood loss, less pain, 
shorter recoveries and minimal 
scarring.
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Changing the lives of women through 
innovative surgical technique
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Through its shareholders and a newly elected Board of Directors, 
some changes in management have been made at Lakeover Memorial 
Funeral Home: Perry K. Paige, Sr., Co-Founder, replaces Arthur 
N. Willis, Jr., as Company President and Chairman of the Board of 
Directors; Arthur N. Willis, Jr., no longer serves as General Manager.

In view of these and other planned management changes, “there will 
be no change in the high standard of service and professional care 
that we are known by”.

As we approach the 25th year milestone, we wish to thank and 
congratulate all the people and personnel who have contributed to 
our growth: the co-founders, Arthur & Mildred White Willis and 
Perry & Mary White Paige; our shareholders; the prior and current 
management; all the well-trained professionals who assist with 

providing quality day-to-day service; all technical individuals; and, 
most especially, the people of Greater Jackson and surrounding areas 
who have allowed us to serve them throughout the years.
 
We appreciate your trust and confidence; and as we move forward, we 
solicit your continued support. Our pledge is to enhance every aspect 
of our services and to continue with the solid foundation of providing 
for the needs and care of those we serve.

We also acknowledge that Lakeover Memorial Funeral Home is 
registered with only one physical location in the State of Mississippi 
(1525 Beasley Road, Jackson, Mississippi). You are cordially invited 
to visit with us Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
and weekends by appointment. Our phones are personally answered 
24-hours a day. Just dial 601-362-0162. 

1525 Beasley Road  •  Jackson, mississippi 39206  •  phone: 601-362-0162 •  Fax:  601-362-1210

“An unmatched sense of caring, understanding, and attention” to every family is our vision.
Willis & paige Enterprises, inc., dba

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:
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On Saturday, Aug. 4, more than 200 
guests attended the Mary S. Nelums 
Foundation’s annual Dr. L.C. Dorsey 
Social Activist Awards Luncheon at the 
Lakeover Center in North Jackson. 

The event is named for Dorsey in 
recognition of her decades of social 
activism and service to Mississippi and 
beyond. Dr. Mary S. Nelums, founder 
of the Nelums Foundation, said they 
are pleased to have established such an 
event in Dorsey’s honor. At Saturday’s 
luncheon, the foundation honored Oleta 
Garrett Fitzgerald, Southern Regional 
Director of the Children’s Defense 
Fund by presenting her with the Dr. 
L.C. Dorsey Social Activist Award for 

her commitment to the survival of un-
derserved children, families and com-
munities. Fitzgerald was humbled by 
the gesture. “Receipt of an award from 
The Mary S. Nelums Foundation is in-
deed an honor,” she said. “But to have it 
named in honor of Dr. L. C. Dorsey is a 
highlight in my career as an activist on 
behalf of Mississippi’s most vulnerable 
residents - its children. Dr. Dorsey has 
been a mentor to me for many, many 
years.”

Social Worker Lucas Watson re-
ceived the Legendary Giant Award for 
his positive image in the lives of social 
work students, and for giving a voice to 
the often voiceless, impoverished Mis-
sissippians. Nelums said the foundation 
was also pleased to have as their lun-

cheon emcee, Joy Redmond, evening 
news anchor for Fox40TV News, and 
as their guest speaker, Attorney Jaribu 
Hill of the Mississippi Workers’ Center 
for Human Rights.  

Hill reflected on Dorsey’s work and 
others like her. She described Dorsey as 
a “fireball” who is still carrying the leg-
acy. What on earth are we doing?” she 
asked. She said many African Ameri-
cans are sitting in a “bubble” thinking 
that “we are free” when the “playing 
field is still uneven today.” 

The foundation’s mission is to pro-
vide scholarships to master level social 
work students at Jackson State Univer-
sity. It has awarded $6,000 in scholar-
ships. It also celebrates the community 
work of young men who give tirelessly 

to others, and who inspire, motivate, 
and encourage youths to be their best. 
Nelums said she is grateful to all the 
friends and supporters of the event and 
mission. She told scholarship recipients 
they are further expected to remember, 
“When much is given, much is expect-
ed.”

Reflecting on the luncheon, Fitzger-
ald stated, “The participants at the lun-
cheon represent the true foot soldiers 
tending to the needs of the less fortunate 
among us. As the song featured at the 
luncheon said, ‘They are the wind be-
neath many wings,’ and I am truly hon-
ored to have been recognized by them.”

Tax deductible contributions to the 
Nelums Foundation may be mailed to: 
PO Box 12385-Jackson, MS 39236. 

Award recipients Lucas Watson, left, and Oleta Fitzgerald, right, share a mo-
ment with Dr. L.C. Dorsey, center. PHOTO BY GAIL M. BROWN

Nelums Foundation salutes Fitzgerald & Watson at the Dorsey Social Activist Awards Luncheon
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a collaboration with

Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earl S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

By Gail M. Brown
Editor
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Convention Complex • Jackson, Miss. • Saturday, Aug. 4

Mississippi e-Center @ JSU • Jackson, Miss. • Thursday, Aug. 2

2012 First Day Back to School
Celebration and Supply Giveaway

Entry Reception Honoring  
Dr. Cedrick Gray, JPS Superintendent  
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Sheriff’s Department
Continued from page 1

on the report, Lewis responded, “I 
was initially shocked but not sur-
prised. This report details the fact 
that this department was misman-
aged, money was misappropriated 
and staffers were poorly trained.” 

“I wanted to make sure the pub-
lic had a sense as to the depth of 
problems that we inherited once 

we took over this department.” 
Lewis indicated that McMillin 
was able to avoid media and public 
scrutiny. “The bad locks, inmates 
escaping and other problems dur-
ing his tenure hardly ever made 
the news or became headlines for 
whatever reason,” Lewis said. 
“We felt it was important to share 

this information, because what is 
happening now is a continuation 
of some of the problems from the 
last 20 years. It was a time bomb 
waiting to explode because of the 
neglect.”

Our efforts to reach McMillin 
before press time were unsuccess-
ful.

Alzheimer’s
Continued from page 1

near Memphis.
His uncle began a spiral of men-

tal decline during his later years - 
not the kind expected with normal 
aging. Alzheimer’s, according to 
the Alzheimer’s Association, is not 
a part of the normal aging process. 
It is a disease that causes severe 
memory loss.

Davis said his uncle was the man 
who taught him how to be a man.  
Prior to the Alzheimer’s, Earl was 
a vibrant man. “He worked until his 
later years,” Davis said. “He had 
very few medical problems earlier 
that I was aware of. He was a farm 
worker; very accustomed to doing 
strenuous labor.” 

His uncle lived in Lula, Miss. 
after his wife (Davis’ Aunt Pinkie) 
died. Davis and his family lives in 
Jackson. Davis would visit as of-
ten as possible. The Jackson State 
University alumnus said he noticed 
that his uncle had lost a great deal 
of weight. “He kept losing weight. 
I discovered he was not keeping 
food down. I would even take him 
something I knew he enjoyed, but it 
would not stay down. I later learned 
that his mind was not telling him he 
needed to continue to eat some-
thing anyway in order to keep up 
his strength.”

He said his uncle had an experi-
ence where he really got confused. 
“Uncle Earl had visited a cousin, 
and  on his way back home that 
evening, he missed the  turn which 
leads to his house,” Davis recalled. 
“And in his state of confusion, he 
finally took a turn that he thought 
would get him there and ended up 
stranded out in the middle of a field. 
He spent the night there. I can’t 
even imagine what he must have 
gone through.” The Highway Pa-
trolman found his uncle that morn-
ing. After that, the family had Earl 
examined, and he was diagnosed 
with  dementia. The family was ad-
vised that he could not live alone.

National figures indicate that at 
least 800,000 Americans with Al-
zheimer’s disease live alone.

Davis’ uncle lived the remain-
der of his life in a nursing home. “I 
can’t quite describe how it feels to 
be in the room with someone that 

you’ve known all of your life, who 
at that point in time, doesn’t even 
know who you are,” Davis said. 
“My uncle got to a place where he 
had basically shut down and would 
not speak unless spoken to.”  Davis’ 
Uncle Earl died  in May 2007.

But for Davis, the robber crept 
into his family again, two years 
ago, invading the quality of life of 
his father, a Memphis resident – a  
man whom he did not know well 
growing up. But he always knew 
him as his father.

“It’s now like deja’vu.  I am go-
ing through Alzheimer’s all over 
again,” Davis said. His father’s 
encounter with Alzheimer’s  was a 
continual, gradual descent into the 
disease. “My father would walk off 
and walk, back and forth to the old 
apartment where he used to live. 
He would wander the streets all day 
long. The only thread of reality he 
had was his old apartment build-
ing. The apartment manager would 
threaten to call the police, because 
he did not live there anymore,” Da-
vis said.

According to everydayhealth.
com, “wandering is a common 
symptom of Alzheimer’s disease. 
Three out of every five people with 
Alzheimer’s will wander during 
the course of the disease. Some-
times they roam the streets with a 
specific purpose or goal in mind: 
They could be lost in a childhood 
memory or trying to perform a 
job they used to have. Or maybe 
they’re searching for something 
they can’t find, or attempting to 
return to some half-remembered 
location. Unfortunately, this par-
ticular symptom of Alzheimer’s is 
especially dangerous  -  it can even 
be life-threatening.” 

“For a while none of us knew 
where my father was, until a niece 
of ours, persistent in her Internet 
search, discovered he was in a 
Memphis nursing home,” said Da-
vis. 

He said his initial visit, hav-
ing not seen his father for years, 
is still etched in his mind. Prior to 
Alzheimer’s, his father was a tall, 
burly kind of man. “But when my 
siblings and I walked into that 

room, and I saw this frail man sit-
ting in the corner, any and all hos-
tility that I had melted,” Davis said. 
“God had been working with me on 
my way there.” 

Davis makes regular visits to see 
his father, but said, “Seeing him 
in a state of confusion is a heart-
breaking feeling. You have to wrap 
your mind around the idea and say 
to yourself, okay, I have to readjust 
my expectations.” On one of his 
visits, he was surprised. “My father 
said something to me I long to hear 
from him all of my life,” Davis said. 
“He said, ‘You know I love you.’ I 
said, ‘what did you say?’ because I 
couldn’t believe it. He said, ‘I love 
you, I said, ‘I love you.’ He said it 
three times,” an almost emotional 
Davis shared with The Mississippi 
Link.

Davis is the responsible party for 
his father, and he will be among 
hundreds walking in the 2012 
Jackson Walk Against Alzheimer’s 
Sept. 15 at the Art Garden in down-
town Jackson at 9 a.m.

For those who wish to join 
the walking posse in the fight 
against Alzheimer’s, visit http://
act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk/MS-
Mississippi?pg=entry&fr_id=1512

For more information about Al-
zheimer’s, contact the Mississippi 
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation at (601) 987-0020, the 24/7 
Helpline at 1-800-272-3900 or log 
on to www.alz.org

Tougaloo
Continued from page 1

the Jackson Convention Center’s 
Trustmark Ballroom. 

For tickets or additional infor-
mation, please contact Tougaloo 
College at 601-977-7871.

About Tougaloo College:
Tougaloo College is a private, 

co-educational, liberal arts insti-
tution of higher education founded 
in 1869.  Through its diverse curri-
cula and its fostering of scholarly 
inquiry, the College prepares its 
students to become imaginative, 
self-directed, lifelong learners and 
mindful thinkers who are commit-
ted to leadership and service in a 
global society.  The College is con-
sistently listed in national rankings 

and continues to produce a signifi-
cant number of the African Ameri-
can physicians, attorneys and edu-
cators practicing in the State.

About Maggie Terry Harper:
A resident of Madison, Mis-

sissippi, Maggie is the widow of 
Milton Lewis Harper, who was 
the successful managing partner 
of a regional CPA firm.  She is the 
mother of one adult daughter, An-
drea Harper.

 Maggie holds a degree in Po-
litical Science from Alcorn State 
University. Her collegiate training 
undergirds her passion for poli-
tics.  In 1988, she along with her 
late husband, Milton served on 

Governor Ray Mabus’ Inaugural 
Ball Committee

 Maggie is a Professional Event 
Advisor, who with her bright smile 
and bold style has chaired many 
events in the City of Jackson and 
the State of Mississippi. Her great-
est passion is the Holiday Top Hat 
Brunch, the annual scholarship 
benefit of the Central Mississippi 
Chapter of the National Coalition 
of 100 Black Women Inc.  Many 
graduating high school senior 
girls have benefited from the pro-
ceeds of this gala event. Maggie 
Terry Harper is a life member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., 
Beta Delta Omega Chapter. 
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Editor’s Note:  As with other com-
munity efforts, The Mississippi Link 
is proud to become a media part-
ner with the Mississippi Chapter of 
the Alzheimer’s Association in its 
upcoming 2012 Jackson Walk To 
End Alzheimer’s, Sept. 15,  to help 
increase awareness of a disease 
that has become a growing national 
problem, negatively impacting the 
lives of its victims and caregivers. To 
help others to know that they are not 
alone, The Mississippi Link would 
like to feature your Alzheimer’s story 
in this four-part mini-series. Please 
email us:  editor@mississippilink.
com Use “Alzheimer’s story” as your 
subject.
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By the time 
I finish writ-
ing this, I will 
already know 
whether or not 
Mars robotic 
rover “Curios-

ity” is safely on the surface of 
the “Red Planet” or is a $2.5 
billion wreck. After travel-
ling 352 million miles in 8.5 
months, it all comes down to 
a multi-staged touchdown that 
must be performed flawlessly 
in order to avoid disaster. As 
it approaches the gravitational 
pull of Mars, it accelerates 
from 8,000 mph to 13,200 
mph. With its protective heat 
shield forward, it slows itself 
with a series of S-curves. 

At about 900 mph and about 
seven miles from the Mars 
surface, a huge parachute is 
deployed. Because of Mars’ 
thin atmosphere, a parachute 
alone cannot slow the craft 
sufficiently, so a mile from 
landing, the parachute is jet-
tisoned. A rocket powered 
“backpack” attached to Cu-
riosity is then used to slow it 
down to about 2 mph. Fear-
ing dust being kicked up from 
the Martian surface possibly 
damaging the Curiosity, 12 
seconds before landing nylon 
cables lowers it to the surface. 
Once it senses that Curiosity’s 
wheels have touched down, 
the rocket powered backpack 
takes off and crashes some 
distance away. Because of the 
distance away from Earth, Cu-
riosity will be on the surface 
of Mars for 7 minutes, either 

as an operational research ve-
hicle or pile of rubble, before 
scientists here learn whether 
the mission was a success or 
failure.

Interestingly, the landing 
project is the collective design 
of about 2,000 people headed 
up by a pretty unlikely per-
son. Adam Steltzner, who led 
the NASA landing team that 
dreamt up a new way to land 
on Mars, was once told by his 
elementary school principal 
that he wasn’t very bright. His 
high school experience was 
anything but stellar. He passed 
geometry with an “F” plus, 
in part because the teacher 
didn’t want to see him again. 
His father told him he’d never 
amount to anything but a ditch 
digger. “I was sort of studying 
sex, drugs and rock and roll in 
high school,” said Steltzner. 

He became interested in 
science on his way back from 
playing music at a club. “The 
fact that the constellation Ori-
on was in a different place in 
the sky when I returned home 
from playing a gig, than it had 
been when I’d driven out to 
the gig fascinated me, I had 
only some vague recollection 
from my high school time that 
something was moving with 
respect to something else, but 
that was it.”

That experience was 
enough to motivate him to 
take a physics course at the 
local community college. Af-
ter that, he was hooked. He 
turned his life around and 
obtained a doctoral degree in 
engineering physics.

The name Curiosity is ap-
ropos. Curiosity is the pre-
requisite for most of the sci-
entific discovery produced 
by man. Unfortunately, it is 
one of the things I find most 

absent in dealing with young 
people. Far too many of our 
young people have been sold 
on mindless, time wasting ac-
tivity that requires absolutely 
no deep thinking. This must 
change…soon.

There is absolutely no rea-
son why young men and 
women of African descent 
can’t be as engaged in the 
areas of science and inven-
tion as they are in athletics 
and music. Imagine an online 
network where life changing 
creative thought is shared, the 
way social commentary and 
often nonsense is shared now 
on Facebook. That kind of 
collective mind power could 
usher in a new era of excel-
lence for our young people. 

It is an hour or so past 
midnight…Monday morning 
(Aug. 6). Curiosity has landed 
safely on the surface of Mars. 
Everything apparently went 
exactly as planned. This was 
accomplished 350 million 
miles away. The robotic rover 
will spend the next few years 
trying to determine if “life” 
existed or still exists on Mars.

One would think that with 
the same type of ingenuity, we 
could figure out how to end 
war, hunger and much of the 
illness that plagues Mankind 
thus improving the quality of 
life right here on the planet 
Earth.

There’s nothing wrong with 
wondering if life exists on 
another planet. Nothing how-
ever could be more important 
than how we choose to live 
this life right here…right now.

Alim Gaynor is Founder 
and President of Seedpod 
Empowerment Institute. For 
more information, call 769-
798-5247 or E-Mail us: alim-
gaynor@gmail.com

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Gabriell Douglas’ hair-
raising experience

If you don’t 
follow Olympic 
gymnastics, you 
may not have 
heard about Ga-
brielle Douglas 
before this year. 

But the amazing grace of this 16- 
year-old African-American pro-
pelled her to Olympic gold last 
week, and she is the first African 
American to win an individual 
medal in gymnastics.

Indeed, her performance top-
pled the Russians, who have por-
trayed themselves as unbeatable. 
So unbeatable, as a matter of fact 
that the winner of the silver med-
al, Viktoria Komova, “sobbed 
uncontrollably,” because she so 
expected to win.

This calls for unqualified cele-
bration. Sneaking into some of the 
celebratory comments, though, 
were snarky and rude comments 
that many reserve to tarnish Af-
rican-American accomplishment 
and victory. Channel surfing in 
the talk radio space, these com-
ments came in two categories, 
equally objectionable.

First, there were comments 
about Gabrielle’s hair. As the 
young gymnast did her thing, 
there were many - including some 
self-hating African-American 
women - who commented that 
her hair wasn’t up to par. Shades 
of the comments about Michelle 
Obama. I’m not sure what style 
would be appropriate for a gym-
nast, but let’s celebrate Gabri-
elle’s medal instead of railing on 
her hair. Are we still stuck on the 
Spike Lee version of “straight or 
nappy” as a contrast?

When Don Imus insultingly 
uses the word “nappy,” we Black 
Folks are up in arms, as we should 

be. But when sisters excoriate an 
accomplished young woman, 
there are those who nod their 
hair in agreement. When will we, 
black women, get over this hair 
thing? And when will we stop 
playing into other people’s ste-
reotypes? To be honest, hair was 
the last thing on my mind when 
I saw Gabrielle’s stunning perfor-
mance. Why was anyone thinking 
of hair?

In addition to thinking of hair, 
some commentators were think-
ing of fatherhood. Where was 
here dad, too many asked? One 
radio talk show host took a whole 
five minutes ruminating on ab-
sent dads. But the truth is that 
while Gabrielle’s mom, Natalie 
Hawkins, and her dad, Timothy 
Douglas, are divorcing, Douglas, 
a soldier who has served both 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, is very 
much part of her life. He was 
present for the Olympic trials, but 
had responsibilities that kept him 
from the rest of the games. His 
presence or absence should not be 
the fodder for speculation.

I wouldn’t mind the com-
mentary so much if the same 
folks spent any time speaking of 
the economic plight of African-
American men. The most recent 
jobs report shows that while the 
unemployment rate ticked up 
from 8.2 percent in May to 8.3 
percent in June, the rate for Af-
rican-American men rose from 
14.2 to 14.8 percent. Unofficial 
rates would put African-Ameri-
can male employment near the 25 
percent mark.

Furthermore, alternative sets of 
data more effectively explore the 
plight of African-American men. 
The employment-population ra-
tion, which measures the percent-
age of men aged 10 to 65 who are 
working, shows that 57.7 percent 

of African American men in that 
age group have jobs, which means 
that more than 40 percent do not.

More than two of three African 
American men, then, do not have 
work, yet this statistic is rarely 
discussed.

In contrast, the employment-
population ration for white men 
was 68.4 percent, a full 10 per-
centage points higher than the rate 
for black men. Timothy Douglas 
is employed, and he is, indeed, 
defending our country. Why is his 
presence or absence at the Olym-
pic games subject to mean-spirit-
ed discussion, when it is clear that 
he supports his daughter?

It is easy to suggest that the Tea 
Party attacks on President Barack 
Obama have made it “open sea-
son” on black people among the 
commemtariat. And certainly, 
coverage of the president and his 
family has been rife with stereo-
types. Still, Tea Party attacks can’t 
explain the ways that some Afri-
can-American women have talk-
ed about Gabrielle Douglas’ hair. 
In the face of caustic comments 
about black people from outsid-
ers, must we turn on ourselves?

The only thing I want to hear 
about Gabrielle Douglas is how 
amazing her victory was, and 
how inspirational she will be for 
other young women. All of Amer-
ica ought to celebrate this victory 
because Ms. Douglas brought the 
gold home, not for herself, but for 
our nation.

The stereotypes are simply 
unacceptable, whether African 
Americans or Whites are wallow-
ing in them.

 
Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-

ington, D.C.-based economist and 
writer. She is President Emerita 
of Bennett College for Women in 
Greensboro, N.C. 

Hope on a Rope: The 
$2.5 billion gamble
By Alim Gaynor
Columnist

“Support the 
strong, give cour-
age to the timid, 
remind the indif-
ferent and warn 
the opposed.” - 
National Urban 

League legend, Whitney M. 
Young Jr.

Last week, New Orleans was 
in the public policy and intel-
lectual capital of America as 
host city for the National Urban 
League’s 2012 Annual Confer-
ence. I was personally thrilled 
to return to my hometown and 
the city I once served as mayor 
for this year’s conference.

And I am honored and proud 
that President Barack Obama 
delivered the opening address 
at the Ernest N. Morial Conven-
tion Center. As a non-partisan 
organization, the National Ur-
ban League has traditionally in-
vited presidents and major party 
candidates to address the con-
vention, not only to share their 

agenda for the nation, but also to 
hear ours. Republican presiden-
tial nominee Mitt Romney was 
also invited, but did not attend.

Taking place in an important 
election year, the theme of this 
year’s conference was “Occupy 
the Vote: Employment and Edu-
cation Empower the Nation.” 
By bringing together thousands 
of the nation’s most influential 
community leaders, policy mak-
ers, academicians, business ex-
ecutives

and artists, the conference 
addressed the issues of voting 
rights, double-digit unemploy-
ment in urban communities and 
the essential role of education as 
a force for change. Workshops 
on education, housing, job cre-
ation, small business develop-
ment and the empowerment of 
young African American males 
and females provided an un-
precedented opportunity to in-
fluence public policy through 
grassroots political action. We 
had New Orleans’ traditional 
“White Linen Night” concert 

on Thursday evening featuring 
Chaka Kahn and Doug E. Fresh 
at the New Orleans Arena.

I want to especially thank Ur-
ban League of Greater New Or-
leans CEO, Nolan Rollins; New 
Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu; 
representatives from our af-
filiates across the country; our 
speakers; and our major corpo-
rate sponsors for their support of 
the 2012 annual conference.

The National Urban League 
Annual Conference occupies 
a singular place in America’s 
political and cultural discourse. 
When no one else would, our 
conference has been a forum to 
“support the strong, give cour-
age to the timid, remind the 
indifferent and warn the op-
posed.” Last week in New Or-
leans we focused on the need to 
“Occupy the Vote,” create jobs 
and demand educational equity 
in urban America.

Marc H. Morial, former may-
or of New Orleans, is president 
and CEO of the National Urban 
League.

National Urban League Annual 
Conference, a return home
By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist

T o  B e  e q U A L

Former Brit-
ish Prime Minis-
ter during WW II, 
Winston Churchill, 
said, “To everyman 
there comes a time 
in his life when he 

is figuratively tapped on the shoul-
der and asked to do a great and 
mighty work; unique to him and 
fitted to his talents. What a tragedy 
if that moment finds him unpre-
pared or unqualified for the mo-
ment that could be his finest hour.”

Well, Olympic gymnast Gabby 
Douglas was tapped on the shoul-
der and was asked to do a great and 
mighty work that was truly unique 
to her and fitted to her talents.

She became the first black 
woman to win the gold medal in 
the individual all-around com-
petition. This is on the heels of 
her being part of the gold-medal-
winning team that won in the team 
all-around.

What a tragedy that Gabby’s 
moment found the media unpre-
pared and unqualified for the mo-
ment that was her finest hour.

I couldn’t help but notice the 
media coverage of Gabby. It was 
though she was not part of the 
team that had just won the team 
all-around gold medal. Before her 
performance Tuesday night (July 
31), the announcers constantly 
questioned whether she was men-
tally able to handle the pressures 
of the Olympics. They constantly 
harped on that issue. Obviously, 
if she made the team, she knows 
a little something about how to 

handle pressure.
What’s ironic is that Gabby was 

the only member of the Ameri-
can team to compete in all four 
events (beam, bars, vault, and 
floor). Math is not my strongest 
subject, but let’s do the numbers. 
Gabby participated in 100 percent 
of the events, was 1/5 of the team, 
and accounted for 1/3 of the team 
points from one analysis I saw; but 
yet got little of the media coverage. 
I will leave it to you to Google a 
team photo and determine what 
makes Gabby stand out from her 
teammates.

For her to account for 1/3 of the 
points is nothing short of miracu-
lous. Remember, she participated 
in every event. That is an extreme 
load for anyone, let alone a young 
16 year-old-woman who is 4’11 
and 90 pounds. She deserves a gold 
medal just for carrying that type of 
burden on such a small frame.

But, the media has a long history 
of covering the accomplishments 
of certain people in a less than 
flattering way. For example, NFL 
quarterback Michael Vick, is fre-
quently labeled as “athletic” while 
quarterback Peyton Manning is la-
beled as “intelligent.” Collin Pow-
ell is often described as being very 
“articulate;” whereas, Bill Clinton 
is described as a “great orator.”

The sad thing about this type of 
media coverage is that this is not 
something the media does con-
sciously. I might feel a lot better 
if the media were doing this con-
sciously. If you are knowingly doing 
something, at least you can make a 
decision to change your behavior.

But the media is totally unaware 

of their bias. That’s the difference 
between bias and discrimination. 
Most biases are unconscious, 
whereas discrimination is con-
scious and intentional.

It will be interesting to monitor 
the number of endorsement oppor-
tunities Gabby will have presented 
to her. Most gold medal Olympi-
ans of color never get the business 
opportunities of similar Olympi-
ans from other backgrounds. This 
is just a fact of life.

I watched in total amazement 
at Gabby Douglas’ historic rise to 
Olympic gold. Gabby is 16 going 
on 40. She is wise well beyond her 
years. She has a smile that lights up 
the dark. The TV loves her smile 
and her humility is overwhelm-
ing. She has this effervescent glow 
about her and my prayer is that she 
develops into the lady that I know 
she is capable of being.

Gabby, you danced your way 
into our hearts during the floor ex-
ercise, while you floored us with 
your magnanimous smile. You 
showed poise and grace as you 
vaulted into the consciousness of 
the world. You showed your stam-
ina on the balance beam. You were 
unparalleled on the uneven bars.

Raynard Jackson is president & 
CEO of Raynard Jackson & Asso-
ciates, LLC., a Washington, D.C.-
based public relations/government 
affairs firm. He can be reached 
through his Web site, www.ray-
nardjackson.com. 

Read more: http://www.nnpa.
org/news/commentary/gabby-
douglas%e2%80%99-golden-
performance-by-raynard-jack-
son/#ixzz22nFehczn

Gabby Douglas’ 
golden performance
By Raynard Jackson
NNPA Columnist

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist



A mixed crowd of parents, 
public officials and entrepre-
neurs got an opportunity to chat 
with the new superintendent 
Thursday night, Aug. 2, during 
a public reception in his honor 
at the Jackson State University’s 
E-Center. 

During the event, Dr. Cedrick 
Gray, laid out what he called 
his “entry plan” for the district 
under its new theme, “Building 
Stronger Schools Together”

However, before he delved 
into his plan, he engaged the 
crowd several stanzas of a popu-
lar elementary children’s song, 
“If You’re Happy and You Know 
It.”  All across the room the 
crowd followed the new school 
chief’s lead as they “clapped,” 
“stomped” and said, “Hoo Ray!” 
mixed with a sea of laughter.

After recognizing his fam-
ily and several other individu-
als, Gray began to share his en-
try plan, which is described as a 
framework for his activities and 
strategies from now until the end 
of 2012. He said some activities 
will be on going for the remainder 
of the 2012-2013 school year. 

Gray and his “Team JPS” as 
he called them, provided cop-
ies of the plan for everyone in 
attendance. In the introductory 
text of his plan, Gray stated, 
“My entry-level work as super-
intendent will be guided and 
governed by the ideology of 
best-selling author Jim Collins 
from his book, ‘Good to Great.’ 
He (Collins) says that good 
companies have the Hedgehog 
concept. They determine what 
they can be the best in the world 
at doing, get the right people 
in place and focus on that one 
thing.”

Below are excerpts from 
Gray’s entry plan:

The entry plan has three 
groups it will engage:

JPS - A group comprised of 
The Board of Trustees and the 
Superintendent’s staff repre-
sents JPS.

CPS - This group is com-
prised of Community and Reli-
gious leaders, Members of the 
State Legislature, the Mayor, 
City Council, County Supervi-
sors, Parents and Scholars from 
the university community.

PTS - Principals, Teachers 
and Students are the members 
of this group.

These groups comprise the 
key set of stakeholders for our 
learning community. I believe 

that engaging with these groups 
will accomplish two goals. 
First, it will create what I call 
a “feedback loop”. The “feed-
back loop” creates an oppor-
tunity for critical dialogue be-
tween the superintendent and 
other invested groups. The key 
to the “feedback loop” is that 
it facilitates conversation about 
the work and invites feedback 
from all involved. Feedback is 
essential to improvement.

Second, it creates a sense of 
ownership in the decisions that 
impact our children. Ownership 
of decisions is more valuable 
than the traditionally sought 
‘buy-in’. I believe if you buy-
in you may also cash-out when 
decisions prove to be difficult. 
But, with ownership there is in-
vestment and in all investments, 
parties seek to get the proper 
return on investments they have 
made.

I have given this transition 
plan a mantra, building from my 
predecessor’s vision statement: 
Building Stronger Schools To-
gether! We all desire to provide 
our children with a high quality 
education. One person or even 
one group of people cannot do 
this. Building Stronger Schools 
Together is a clarion call for 
the entire community, the entire 
city, to rally together and build 
a better future for our children.

This entry plan sets forth five 
broad, over arching goals and 
establishes entry activities for 
each one.

The five goals are:
1. To focus on academic 

achievement and academic 
growth through the align-
ment of resources and 
organizational efforts to 
ensure students are col-
lege- and career-ready

2. To develop and support a 
unified governance team 
that results in consistency 
of purpose, stability and 
teamwork by building a 
trusting and collaborative 
relationship with the Jack-
son Public Schools Board 
of Trustees

3. To establish a positive cli-
mate throughout the learn-
ing community that is fo-
cused on high expectations 
for student achievement 
and continuous improve-
ment

4. To increase organizational 
effectiveness and opera-
tional accountability to 
ensure consistent support 
to schools

5. To establish a positive, 
learning focused district 
culture centered on student 
achievement, development 
and growth

As I meet with the aforemen-
tioned groups, JPS cubed, I will 
follow this format:

Listen and Learn - have face-
to-face meetings with the goal 
of presenting interrogatives that 
have the following over arching 
themes:

1. What are we doing, as a 
learning community at 
large, that we should STOP 
doing?

2. What aren’t we doing, 
as a learning community 
at large, that we should 
START doing?

3. If there were one goal you 
want accomplished during 
the upcoming school year, 
what would it be?

Share and Prepare - share 
what I have learned during my 
meetings with these groups. I 
will also share my own experi-
ences, hopes and aspirations for 
our work together. The purpose 
is to create a strong working re-
lationship while establishing a 
sense of urgency about the work 
as we prepare to build stronger 
schools together.

Plan and Build - using a 
comprehensively created report 
of findings, along with valuable 
feedback from students, par-
ents, teachers, principals, mem-
bers of the community and The 
Board of Trustees, we will re-
view the current strategic plan 
with an expectation to reinforce 
effective items and refine areas 
of need.

During the reception, Gray 
told the attentive audience that 
the theme, “Building Stronger 
Schools Together” is more than 
a mantra. “It’s a mandate issued 
by our children and families that 
will ensure the success of Jack-
son Public Schools in the imme-
diate future and times to come. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 7, Gray 
greeted the district’s returning 
employees during its annual 
convocation which was held 
at the Lee E. Williams Athletic 
and Assembly Center. The fea-
tured speaker was the Rever-
end Jesse Jackson of Rainbow 
PUSH, who gave the thousands 
of teachers and support staff 
words of encouragement.

(See highlights of Gray’s En-
try Reception on page 5. High-
lights from the convocation are 
targeted for next week’s publi-
cation.)

New JPS Supt. calls for collectively 
‘building stronger schools’
Gray lays out ‘entry plan’ at 
public reception in his honor
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Crushed 
Concrete 
For Sale

MDOT Approved #6-10 Crushed Con-
crete Driveway Material

Pick Up Price Our Yard $ 20.00/ SQ.YD.                

Delivered Price 20 Mile Radius $ 27.00/ 
SQ.YD. (12 YARD MIN.)

Material Delivered & Installed $ 31.50/ 
SQ.YD.  (12 YARD MIN.)

Call 601.850.6519

Tonya Murphy, a Rowan Middle School 
parent and the 2012 JPS Parent of the Year, 
was recognized as a State Parent of the Year 
finalist by the Mississippi State Board of 
Education during the Board’s regular meet-
ing July 20. JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick 
Gray congratulated Murphy for the honor. 
Murphy’s other supporters included the Row-
an librarian, and her friends from Operation 
Shoestring. 

Murphy was named the Jackson Public 
Schools Parent of the Year in April 2012 and 
became the district’s representative for the 
State award. Her sons Gregory and Jordan 
were students at Rowan Middle School when 
she was named.

JROTC instructor Lieuten-
ant Colonel Veronica L. Baker 
was named the Murrah High 
School 2011-12 Teacher of 
The Year during a program 
held at the school May 31. 
LTC Baker is believed to be 
the first JROTC instructor ever 
to be named a school’s Teacher 
of the Year in Jackson Public 
Schools. She was the over-
whelming choice of her col-
leagues at Murrah.

“Colonel Baker is an awe-
some teacher, mentor, and 
leader,” said Murrah Principal 
Dr. Freddrick Murray. “She 
works diligently each day to 
assure that her cadets are first 
class students. Her attention 
to detail and willingness to go 
beyond the call of duty make 
her a perfect candidate for the 
recognition.”

LTC Baker holds a bach-
elor’s degree from Morgan 
State University, located in 
her native state of Maryland. 
She earned a master’s degree 
in administration from Central 
Michigan University. Her du-
ties as a United States Army 
officer transported her across 
the globe with overseas assign-
ments in Frankfurt, Germany, 
Seoul, Korea, and Panama 
City, Panama. She served as a 
NATO officer in Izmir, Turkey 
and was deployed to Sarajevo, 
Bosnia. 

With each move, LTC Baker 
has moved up the ranks, start-
ing as a Platoon Leader and ad-
vancing to Chief of Combined 
Interoperability Branch during 
an assignment in Hawaii. 

Before retiring from the 
Army in 2006, she made histo-
ry at Virginia State University 

(Petersburg) as the first female 
to hold the position of Profes-
sor of Military Science there. 
She is currently Senior Army 
Instructor at Murrah High 
School where it is believed she 
has made history once again.

JPS Parent of the Year recognized as 
finalist for State Parent of the Year

JROTC Instructor named 
Murrah High School 
Teacher of the Year

Superintendent Gray and Mississippi’s POY Tonya Murphy

Bakers
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ACCESS      MISSISSIPPI
OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE

MINORITY & WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESSES
AUGUST 16, 2012 • 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM

FOR

JACKSON 
CONVENTION COMPLEX 

105 EAST PASCAGOULA STREET
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

TO REGISTER VISIT 

HTTP://MISSISSIPPI.CVENT.COM/ACCESSMISSISSIPPI2012

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 601-359-6678

LEARN HOW TO DO BUSINESS WITH THE STATEIn an effort to ensure a smooth transition to the 2012-2013 school year, 
Jackson Public Schools is asking all new and returning students to 
please register at the schools within their assigned zone. This will help 
ensure that the students and school staff can plan an appropriate class 
schedule prior to the first day of school and everyone can focus on at-
tending classes on the first day.

Please also be reminded that all middle school students are required 
to wear uniforms when the first school day bells ring August 10. For a 
more information on the JPS uniform requirements and the mandatory 
dress code policy, please visit www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

Parents can register their children from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at their child’s school until Friday, August 3. For more 
information, please contact your child’s school.  

Registration Underway in Jackson Public Schools for 
2012-2013 School Year

Parents, avoid the long lines later and register your kids 
now! Registration is underway for the Jackson Public 
Schools. Parents of students Pre-Kindergarten through 
12th grade can register their children from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Monday through Friday, at their child’s school until 
Friday, August 3, 2012.

All students must be registered at the school for which 
they are zoned for the 2012-2013 school year. Students 
accepted into a magnet school must be registered at 
their program school. No special transfers will be ap-
proved by school level administration. Such transfers 
may only be approved by the Deputy Superintendent 
of Instruction and Curriculum. Students must meet all 
Mississippi Department of Health requirements, includ-
ing the new Tdap vaccination requirement for all seventh 
graders beginning this school year.  

For a list of registration requirements and to view a map 
of JPS School zones, log onto www.jackson.k12.ms.us.  
For more information, please call the Office of Pupil 
Placement at 601-960-8852. 

PSA JPS Middle and High 
School Parents!

PSA

Commissioning of 
Christian Hicks

Christian Hicks gradu-
ated from Provine High 
School just two years ago 
(May 2010), and recently 
graduated from Georgia 

Military College this past 
May. Hicks successfully 
completed the U.S. Army 
Leadership Development 
Assessment Course at Fort 

Lewis Washington this 
summer and received his 
commission as a Second 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
National Guard. 

By Gail M. Brown
Editor



Students and faculty participat-
ing in The University of Southern 
Mississippi summer British Stud-
ies Program (BSP) typically learn 
about London’s past while visiting 
its venerable historic sites, including 
Big Ben and Westminster Abbey. 
But this year’s group also witnessed 
history in the making as the interna-
tional city hosted the 2012 Summer 
Olympics, the first time for the city 
to host the games since 1948.  

“Not many people get to say they 
were in London at the same time as 
the Olympics,” said Ashley Ward, 
a communications studies major of 
Daphne, Ala. “It was packed and 
crowded, but exciting.”

“The pageantry of the Olympics 
is exciting, everybody was getting 
into it,” said University of Southern 
Mississippi student Cory Gunkel of 
Gulfport, Miss. “You saw a lot of the 
Olympic atmosphere defining the 
city. It was an exciting and unique 
experience.”

Included among those in Lon-
don for the program were students 
in USM associate professor Dennis 
Phillips’ Sport Global Studies class. 
Designed to give a worldwide per-
spective about how sport bridges 
geographical and cultural barri-
ers, the class examined economics, 
politics, sociology, business man-
agement and marketing, event op-
erations, security, and the legacy of 
sport in Great Britain. 

“Since the Modern Day Olym-
pics was conceived in the mind of 
William Penny Brookes in Much 
Wenlock England, and then imple-
mented by Frenchman Pierre de 
Coubertin in 1896, it is very fitting 
that we studied here during the Sum-
mer Olympic Games,” Phillips said.

The BSP began preparing for the 

2012 Olympics six years 
ago when it created the 
course lead by Phillips. 
Each summer since, the 
course focused on the 
planning and prepara-
tions for the games. 

When the games be-
gan July 27, students, 
faculty and British 
friends of the program 
took part in a special 
Thames River cruise 
hosted by Southern Miss 
university partner King’s 
College during the open-
ing ceremonies of the Olympics. 
Fireworks shined the way for the 
group through London’s night sky 
as the ceremonial torch was lit for 
the opening for the games.

On Saturday morning (July 28), 
the group gathered across the river 
from their dormitory to watch the 
start and end of the men’s cycling 
event.  Meanwhile, sports manage-
ment students were joined by a 
representative from each of the pro-
gram’s 15 other classes at Olympic 
volleyball and basketball events as 
holders of very highly coveted tick-
ets.

Students participated in Olympic 
Park tours, met with the cycling, 
marathon and beach volleyball ven-
ue and operations director, toured 
Olympic Training Centres, met with 
the stadium safety and security oper-
ations director of the Olympic Stadi-
um, and had an educational session 
with architects at POPULOUS, the 
foremost stadium and arena builders 
in the world and creators of Wemb-
ley Stadium and the Olympic village 
and competition venues.

They also attended the women’s 
basketball games of Czech Republic 
vs. China Canada vs. Russia, visited 

Olympic Park and the stadium seen 
by all viewing the games on TV for 
the opening ceremonies, viewed all 
of the venues used for many of the 
events, saw the “Orbit” up close and 
personal and grabbed a meal at the 
world’s largest McDonald’s.

“It was fantastic to be a part 
of something so global in nature 
(Olympics) that for many is a once in 
a lifetime experience,” Phillips said.  

The students’ itinerary also in-
cluded St. Andrews, the birthplace 
of golf; Twickenham Rugby, the 
worldwide headquarters of Rugby; 
Manchester United FC, the most 
valued sport club in the world ac-
cording to Forbes Magazine; Wim-
bledon, the iconic tennis location; 
Lords Cricket, the home of cricket; 
and Stoke Mandeville, the birth-
place of the Paralympic Games.

“The significance of visiting these 
sites as part of our studies cannot be 
over-emphasized or replicated any-
where else in the world,” Phillips 
said.

For more information about Brit-
ish Studies and other international 
programs at the University of South-
ern Miss, please feel free  to visit: 
http://www.usm.edu/study-abroad

EDUCATION

We are hiring Professional Drivers for our Transportation Office. 
Broohaven, MS 

A driving job with Walmart Transportation gives you the chance to continue your
driving career with competitive pay, more home time and health benefits for you
and your family. 

Walmart sets the standard for distribution and transportation and is an ideal place
to work.

Professional Truck Drivers can learn about opportunities, view the minimum
job qualifications and apply online at www.drive4walmart.com.

Saving people money so they can live better.

Transportation
Walmart will not tolerate discrimination in employment on the basis of race, color, age, sex, sexual orientation, religion,disability, ethnicity, national origin, marital status,
veteran status, or other legally protected status.

Mississippi Link ATL073678B

KDUGAN

jb

WMTTR001

Drivers

1

5.75 x 6”

8/9/2012
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ALCORN STATE -  On July 26, 
more than 200 scholars, families 
and friends gathered in the James. 
L. Bolden Campus Union Ball-
room for Alcorn’s first Children’s 
Defense Fund (CDF) Freedom 
School Finale Celebration.

During Finale Celebration nearly 
60 exited scholars showcased their 
talents and what they have learned 
during the six-week summer en-
richment program, which main 
purpose was to enhance the literacy 
skills of scholars between kinder-
garten and 12th-grade through ac-
tivities that boost a positive attitude 
towards reading.

Alcorn President M. Christo-
pher Brown II greeted the audience 
and addressed scholars families: 
“You all must be really excited to 
see your children mature and grow 
over the summer. We thank you for 
the chance you gave Alcorn to help 
and touch the lives of your children. 
They will become teachers, engi-
neers, doctors - men and women of 
substance. You have given us your 
treasure, and we gave you back a 
polished jewel.”

“Every Tuesday afternoon, our 
scholars participated in a com-
ponent called ‘Express yourself’ 
where they were introduced to and 
taught a talent in theater, dance, 

verbal expressions and rhythm in-
struments, and choir,” announced 
Gralon Johnson, special assistant 
to the president at Alcorn and co-
executive director of the CDF 
Freedom School program as schol-
ars were getting ready to enter the 
stage. “They have practiced dili-
gently and tonight will showcase 
their talents for you.”

The “I am Emmett Till” video 
depicting Level 4 scholars reading 
project of the book, “Getting Away 
with Murder: The True Story of the 
Emmett Till Case” highlighted the 
scholar’s visit to where the aston-
ishing story took place.

The program continued with 

scholars and servant leader interns 
receiving awards and certificates 
of completion from Kelly Thom-
as, site coordinator, co-executive 
director of the program, Valerie 
Thompson, and Carrie Ford, proj-
ect director.

The “Best of the Best” award was 
presented to scholar Delvin Booker, 
an 11th-grader from Bude, Miss.

Brown and Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Provost Samuel L. White 
were recognized for their efforts 
to champion the inaugural Alcorn 
CDF Freedom School.

The program concluded with 
Civil Rights activist Myrlie Evers, 
who currently serves as Scholar-in-

Residence at Alcorn, addressing the 
audience and expressing gratitude 

to President Brown for his bold 
leadership.

Alcorn Children’s Defense Fund Freedom School celebrates
The Mississippi Link Newswire

CDF Freedom School scholars participate in an express yourself exercise.

Students in the British Studies Program pose with 
“Mandeville” in London.

British Studies students take in 
2012 Summer Olympics Action

RAYMOND - Hinds Commu-
nity College opened modern liv-
ing space for 352 students on the 
Raymond campus with the addi-
tion of two new residence halls, 
the first built in about 30 years.

The college officially opened 
the five-story men’s and wom-
en’s residence halls at 2 p.m., 
Monday, Aug. 6. 

The ribbon-cutting, with light 
refreshments and a tour, was 
held at the women’s residence 
hall, Allen-Dukes-Whitaker 
Hall on the southwest side of the 

Raymond Campus across the 
street from Raymond Elemen-
tary.

As part of the program, two 
students, who are winners in an 
essay contest sponsored by MW 
Builders, were recognized. The 
two students are receiving a se-
mester’s free room in one of the 
new residence halls.

The 54,000-square-foot men’s 
residence hall, Riggs-Virden 
Hall, has 196 beds and the 
46,250-square-foot women’s 
facility, Allen-Dukes-Whitaker 
Hall, has 156 beds. Both are full 

for the fall 2012 semester which 
begins Aug. 13. 

About Hinds CC
As Mississippi’s largest com-

munity college, Hinds Commu-
nity College is a comprehensive 
institution offering quality, af-
fordable educational opportu-
nities with more than 170 aca-
demic, career and technical 
programs. With six locations in 
central Mississippi, Hinds en-
rolled more than 13,000 credit 
students in fall 2011. To learn 
more, visit www.hindscc.edu or 
call 1.800.HindsCC. 

A prior view of the new five-story women’s dorm on Hinds Community College campus in Raymond, Miss.

Hinds CC opens new 
residence halls on 
Raymond campus Monday
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(NAPSI) - By 2020, an es-
timated 1 million registered 
nurse jobs in the U.S. health 
care system will go unfilled - 
but that doesn’t have to hap-
pen.

To care for a growing pop-
ulation of older, sicker pa-
tients, nursing schools, health 
care employers and technol-
ogy innovators must work to-
gether to close this gap.

Apollo Research Institute 
convened a panel of nursing 
educators, health care ex-
ecutives and other nursing 
thought leaders to propose 
solutions to the shortage and 
other industry challenges. 
Key findings are published in 
the Apollo Research Institute 
report “Critical Conditions: 
Preparing the 21st-Century 
Nursing Workforce.” The 
report addresses ways to 
improve nurse recruitment, 
education and career ad-
vancement to anticipate to-
morrow’s health care needs.

Panelists identified the 
lack of nursing faculty as a 
major factor in the shortage. 
Prospective students are be-
ing wait listed at nursing 
schools and existing nurses 
are unable to continue their 
education. Health care or-
ganizations have assisted by 
providing practicing nurses 
as part-time faculty or men-
tors.

The panel also discussed 
an Institute of Medicine 
report that recommended 

higher levels of education for 
registered nurses. For nurses 
to achieve the recommended 
academic credentials, em-
ployers and higher education 
providers must collaborate to 
improve program access. The 
nursing experts suggested 
flexible scheduling for stu-
dents who work or are raising 
a family, professional devel-
opment tracks for working 
nurses, and community col-
lege partnerships for associ-
ate’s-to-bachelor’s program 
transitions.

Technology will continue 
to drive innovations in nurs-
ing practice and education, 
panelists noted, citing elec-
tronic health records and 
simulation technology. But 
they also agreed that nursing 
technology should never re-
place the personal touch and 

that it must be deployed more 
efficiently. Panelists also pre-
dicted greater reliance on 
outpatient services and rising 
numbers of geriatric cancer 
patients as the U.S. popula-
tion ages.

These and other shifts 
will require nurses to get in-
volved in creating solutions. 
“As the front line of patient 
care, nurses need to share 
their insights with policy-
makers, educators and em-
ployers so that the industry 
can benefit from their clinical 
expertise and understanding 
of patients’ social and emo-
tional needs,” said Dr. Tracey 
Wilen-Daugenti, vice presi-
dent and managing director 
of Apollo Research Institute 
and the panel’s moderator.

To learn more, visit www.
apolloresearchinstitute.org.

Patients with epilepsy, like those 
struggling with mental illness, 
often are stigmatized by a lack of 
public understanding of the seizure 
disorder’s symptoms and causes 
and the physical and emotional toll 
it takes.

Dr. Abuhuziefa Abubakr, pro-
fessor of neurology, wants to raise 
awareness of treatment options that 
will help patients with epilepsy im-
prove their quality of life and edu-
cate the public about the disorder.

As the new director of UMMC’s 
Level 4 Comprehensive Epilepsy 
Center, the only one of its type in 
the state, Abubakr and a team of 
neurologists, neurosurgeons and 
other specialists evaluate patients 
to find the appropriate care.

The center’s goal is to offer 
top-notch medical and surgical 
treatment for the management of 
epilepsy in adults and children. Ad-
ditionally, Abubakr said the center 
conducts clinical and basic science 
research to find better treatment 
solutions and trains learners in epi-
lepsy and neurophysiology.

“There is a great opportunity to 
provide good quality care for pa-
tients here,” Abubakr said. “The 
state is in need of a center of ex-
cellence to provide all treatment of 
epilepsy.”

Epilepsy is a condition that pro-
duces seizures affecting a variety 
of mental and physical functions. 
When a person has two or more 
unprovoked seizures, they are con-
sidered to have epilepsy.

A seizure happens when a brief, 
strong surge of electrical activity 
affects part or all of the brain, ac-
cording to the national Epilepsy 

Foundation. 
Seizures can last from a few 

seconds to a few minutes, caus-
ing symptoms from convulsions 
and loss of consciousness to some 
that are not always recognized as 
seizures by the person experienc-
ing them or by health-care profes-
sionals, such as blank staring, lip 
smacking or jerking movements of 
the arms and legs.

Tres Townsend, executive di-
rector of the Epilepsy Foundation 
of Mississippi, said educating the 
public about the disorder is the 
cornerstone of the organization’s 
mission. He said some adults mis-
takenly still have the old belief that 
a person having a seizure is “pos-
sessed,” and children with epilepsy 
are targets for bullies at school.

Townsend said people may be 
surprised to know that one out of 
26 Americans will experience a sei-
zure at some point in his or her life, 
according to an Institute of Medi-
cine report. She said the dearth of 

neurologists who specialize in epi-
lepsy is a problem in Mississippi as 
it is nationwide.

“We look forward to working 
with a facility like UMMC where 
the level of care is so great,” she 
said. “We often have patients call-
ing us to find a doctor and it’s nice 
to have the center.”

Abubakr said the condition’s im-
pact on a patient’s quality of life is 
profound. Epilepsy affects the abil-
ity to drive, work independently, 
conduct personal relationships 
and learn because of memory dif-
ficulties. Sometimes the disorder is 
congenital and other times it’s the 
result of brain injury or tumors.

The team of epilepsy specialists 
performs a complete patient evalu-
ation, which includes advanced 
tests for seizure diagnosis and clas-
sifications and whether medication 
or surgery is the best treatment op-
tion. Abubakr’s team also works 
with female patients who may want 
to become pregnant.

The Mississippi State Department of 
Health (MSDH) urges residents to be 
aware of an increase in H3N2v flu cases 
in the United States. H3N2v is transmit-
ted through contact with swine. Since 
July 2011, a total of 29 cases have been 
reported, with 16 of those cases reported 
and confirmed by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) in the 
last three weeks. The confirmed cases of 
H3N2v infection virus were reported in 
Hawaii, Ohio and Indiana. At this time, 
there have been no deaths associated with 
H3N2v virus infection and no cases iden-
tified in Mississippi.

The symptoms of H3N2v infection vi-
rus in humans are similar to those of sea-
sonal flu, causing fever, respiratory symp-
toms and body aches. The majority of the 
infections have occurred following con-
tact with swine, but there has been some 
limited human-to-human transmission.

Each of the 16 cases identified since 
July 12, 2012 reported contact with swine 
prior to experiencing symptoms of illness. 
In 15 of the confirmed cases, contact with 
swine occurred while attending or exhibit-
ing swine at an agricultural fair.

The public is encouraged to take the 
following precautions to limit exposure to 
H3N2v flu:

• Those at high risk for influenza (flu) 
complications (those with underly-
ing chronic medical conditions 
such as asthma, diabetes, heart dis-
ease, or neurological conditions, or 
who are pregnant or younger than 
five years, older than 65 years of 
age or have weakened immune sys-
tems) should avoiding contact with 
pigs and swine barns, especially if 
ill pigs have been identified.

• Those engaging in activities that 
may involve swine contact, such 
as attending agricultural events or 
exhibiting swine, should wash their 
hands frequently with soap and run-
ning water before and after contact 
with animals; avoid eating or drink-
ing in animal areas; and avoid close 
contact with animals that look or 
act ill.

• Anyone experiencing influenza-
like symptoms following direct 
or close contact with pigs should 
seek medical care and inform their 
health care provider about the ex-

posure.
• Those with influenza-like illness 

who are at high risk for influenza 
complications (those with under-
lying chronic medical conditions 
such as asthma, diabetes, heart dis-
ease, or neurological conditions, or 
who are pregnant or younger than 
five years, older than 65 years of 
age or have weakened immune sys-
tems) should see their health care 
provider promptly.

• Influenza viruses have not been 
shown to be transmissible to people 
through eating properly handled 
and prepared pork or other products 
derived from pigs. For more infor-
mation about the proper handling 
and preparation of pork, visit the 
USDA website fact sheet “Fresh 
Pork from Farm to Table.”

• The Mississippi Board of Animal 
Health encourages swine owners 
to contact a veterinarian if their ani-
mals show signs such as coughing, 
respiratory illness and fever.

MSDH is working with physicians 
around the state to monitor for H3N2v flu.

(NAPSM) When nine-time 
GRAMMY® winner Natalie Cole 
was at the peak of her musical career, 
she learned she had chronic hepatitis 
C, a potentially serious disease that 
can lead to end-stage liver disease 
and liver cancer. After consulting 
liver and kidney specialists, she was 
shocked to discover the virus had 
been living in her body for more than 
25 years - nearly half of her life. 

Fortunately, Cole didn’t wait to 
start treatment. She took action and 
began her fight against the virus. 
Though it wasn’t easy, she continued 
touring around the world. She cred-
its music for getting her through that 
difficult period in her life. 

“I knew my battle would be dif-
ficult, but I was determined. I found 
singing to be my therapy - for me, 
singing lifted my spirits and kept me 
going.” 

Now, just three years later, Cole 

wants to inspire others to take ac-
tion like she did. Along with Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame legend Gregg 
Allman, Cole is lending her voice to 
the “Tune In to Hep C” campaign, 
a national public health initiative, 
sponsored by Merck and the Ameri-
can Liver Foundation and dedicated 
to educating people about chronic 
hepatitis C and lifting the stigma as-
sociated with the disease. 

“One thing is for sure - there’s a 
stigma surrounding chronic hepatitis 
C, because it’s associated with IV 
drug use. I believe that’s how I got 
it,” said Cole. “But, it really doesn’t 
matter how you got the virus. What’s 
important is that you do something 
about it. If you’re living with this dis-
ease, doing nothing is not an option.” 

Today, Cole is free of the virus. 
“I feel lucky. I am using my voice 

to spread awareness and support oth-
ers in taking action against chronic 
hepatitis C. If you think you may be 

at risk, please talk to your doctor.” 
Approximately 3.2 million Amer-

icans have chronic hepatitis C virus 
infection. It is the leading cause of 
cirrhosis (scarring of the liver) and if 
left untreated, may lead to end-stage 
liver disease and liver cancer. 

For more information about 
chronic hepatitis C and the Tune In 
to Hep C campaign, visit www.Tu-
neInToHepC.com. 

HEALTH

Cole

UMMC Epilepsy Center staff, from left, Dr. Abuhuziefa Abubakr, Dr. 
Mecheri Sundaram, Dr. Majid Khan, Hanna Goerres, Dr. Edward Man-
ning and Dr. James Shiflett 

Natalie Cole lends her voice to the 
fight against chronic Hepatitis C with 
‘The Tune In To Hep C’ Campaign 

To solve the nursing 
shortage, employers and 
educators must partner
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Center director seeks to educate public 
about largely misunderstood disorder 

Increase in H3N2v flu cases detected
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Over the past 
few years I’ve 
shared with you 
my feelings 
about back-to-
school rules and 
dos (that is do in 

the plural form).
My topics have ranged from 

back-to-school shopping, ex-
pected behavior, school atten-
dance and classroom participa-
tion. I think that I’ve covered it all.

This year, there is a new top-
ic that I’d like to share as our 
students of every age return to 
school - positive role models.

I had the privilege of being a 
chaperone at my church’s recent 
youth lock-in. The children, 
ages 12-17, were everywhere 
and truly enjoying themselves. 
There were a few younger ones 
present simply because their 
parents agreed to come out to 
assist for a period of time.

Various presentations were 
made throughout the night by 
different guest speakers and all 
were fantastic, but one presenter 
truly provided a life-changing 
moment for one of the under-
aged participants. Miss Touga-
loo, Destiny Kyles, donned in 
her tiara and sash, was that pre-
senter. 

Miss Tougaloo took the stage 
during a session for girls only 
and spoke with the teen girls 
about positive images and eti-
quette. The girls loved her pre-
sentation but it soon came to 
an end and they moved on to 
another session. As the young 
ladies paraded off to their next 
stop, she began a conversation 
with some of the chaperones. 
As they all talked, little Alliyah 
Horn walked to me and gave me 
a big hug. We talked about how 
much fun she was having while 
she was waiting on her mom 
and then out of the blue she 
whispers to me, “I never met a 
real princess before.” I asked if 
she wanted to meet her and she 
looked shocked but nodded yes.

I interrupted the discussion 
that was going on just a few feet 
from us and shared Alliyah’s 
words and at that point, all of 
the mothers did our signature 
“awwww.” Miss Tougaloo was 
even caught off guard. She com-
mented that she had never been 
called a princess before and 
asked Alliyah if she wanted to 
wear her tiara for a while. Of 
course, the little one said “yes”!

At that moment, they became 
instant friends. Pictures were 
taken and Alliyah got to spend 
one-on-one time just sitting and 

talking with Miss Tougaloo. 
That baby was truly on Cloud 
Nine.

The campus queen and I later 
discussed this special moment, 
and she said that the simple 
words that came from little Al-
liyah filled her with so much 
joy and pride. It helped her to 
further realize that her duties 
as Miss Tougaloo should not be 
taken lightly. She said she often 
speaks about being a role model 
but this child who was not pres-
ent for her presentation dur-
ing the lock- in solidified what 
she already knew - everyone’s 
watching and it’s her duty; her 
responsibility to walk right!

Of course this incident sent 
me to the Word. Just what does 
the Bible teach about being a 
role model? The two verses 
that I found that best correlated 
with this young queen’s sayings 
were:

1Timothy 4:12 - “Let no one 
despise you for your youth, but 
set the believers an example in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith, in purity.”

Matthew 5:16 - “Let your 
light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heav-
en.”

As our young ones prepare for 
the next chapter in their lives, 
we want them to be exposed 
to positive images but we need 
to also remain conscious that 
they are constantly observing 
us as well. We all need to stay 
focused on the examples set by 
our Master and in all that we do, 
others will see our good works. 

That night, Alliyah’s dream 
came true because she met a 
campus queen, but it should be 
each of our dreams to meet and 
live for eternity with the King!

Let us know about your 
dream. The Mississippi Link, 
a messenger for news in and 
around the state of Mississippi, 
would like to serve as your per-
sonal messenger to share your 
good news.

Remember the verse that I 
often find myself sharing with 
you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which 
reads: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salva-
tion, who say to Zion, Your God 
reigns!”

Daphne M. Higgins at re-
ligion@mississippilink.com. 
You may fax to 601-896-0091 
or mail your information to 
The Mississippi Link at 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Aug. 5, I had 
all students and 
their parents 
gather at the 
alter, so I could 
pray for them 
for the school 

year. It was a holy moment 
indeed as their faces bespoke 
hope, excitement and minis-
cule anxiety as I am sure their 
minds hovered over all of the 
potential mishaps that can 
transpire in the run of a year.

My prayer centered on the 
fact that we can take comfort 
in God’s faithfulness no mat-
ter what happens this year. 
Monday morning, Aug. 6, 
as I sat at my desk checking 
my E-mail, I came upon an 
interesting thought. A fifth-
grade teacher in a Christian 
school asked her class to look 
at TV commercials and see if 
they could use them in ways 
to communicate ideas about 
God. Here are some of the 
results. I added verses to 
match what each child said: 

God is like COKE - He’s 
the real thing. When I read 
this, I thought of Isaiah 44:6 
which reads, “Thus says the 
LORD, the King of Israel and 

his Redeemer, the LORD of 
hosts: “I am the first and I am 
the last; besides me there is 
no god.” (RSV) 

God is like HALLMARK 
CARDS - He cares enough 
to send His very best. John 
3:16 is a perfect scripture for 
this: “For God had such love 
for the world that he gave his 
only Son…” (BBE) 

God is like TIDE - He gets 
the stains out others leave 
behind. First John 1:7 reads, 
“…the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.” 
(RSV) 

God is like GENERAL 
ELECTRIC - He brings 
good things to life. John 6:33 
reads, “For the bread of God 
is that which comes down 
from heaven, and gives life to 
the world.” (RSV) 

God is like WAL-MART-
He has everything. Psalm 
24:1 reads, “The earth is the 
Lord’s, with all its wealth; the 
world and all the people liv-
ing in it.” (BBE)

God is like ALKA-SELT-
ZER-Try Him, you’ll like 
Him. Psalm 34:8 reads, “Oh, 
taste and see that the LORD is 
good; blessed is the man who 
trusts in Him!” (NKJV) 

God is like SCOTCH 

TAPE -You can’t see Him, 
but you know He’s there. 
Genesis 28:16b reads, “…
Surely the LORD is in this 
place, and I did not know it.” 
(NKJV) 

God is like ALLSTATE-
You’re in good hands with 
Him. God is like Bounty - He 
is the quicker picker upper. 
..Can handle the tough jobs 
and He won’t fall apart on 
you. God is like VO-5 Hair 
Spray; He holds through all 
kinds of weather. Mark 4:29 
reads, “He awoke, and re-
buked the wind, and said to 
the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ The 
wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm.” (WEB) 

God is like DIAL SOAP-
Aren’t you glad you have 
Him? Don’t you wish ev-
erybody did? Psalm 16:11b 
reads, “…In your presence is 
fullness of joy. In your right 
hand there are pleasures for-
evermore.” (WEB) 

As our children face another 
challenging year of school we 
don’t have to worry, because 
the God we serve is more than 
enough to protect, provide for 
and prosper our children this 
school year in Jesus’ name. 
Amen!

Thank you for joining me 

for this study of the Lord’s 
Word.

About the Pastor
Rev. Leon Collier is the 

pastor of Makarios Worship 
Center, 464 Church Rd., Mad-
ison. Residents of Madison, 
he and wife, Minister Yolan-
da; are the proud parents of 
three daughters: Noel, Leona 
and Leondria. Rev. Collier 
has received degrees from 
Criswell College in Dallas, 
Texas; Southern Methodist 
University – Perkins School 
of Theology; and a Masters of 
Divinity from Memphis Theo-
logical Seminary; as well as 
participated in the Theologi-
cal Opportunities Program at 
Harvard Divinity School in 
Cambridge, MA. A pastor for 
23 years, Collier serves as a 
volunteer chaplain for vari-
ous law enforcement agen-
cies in the metro area and for 
the Mississippi Governor’s 
Mansion. He is currently 
employed as a part-time 
chaplain for Tyson Foods in 
Vicksburg, MS. Rev. Collier 
can be reached by calling 
601.260.3016 or by calling 
the church at 601.855.7898 
or e-mail him at makarios-
worshipcenter@yahoo.com.

As the 
school year 
begins, so 
does a new 
season in the 
lives of so 
many. I pray 

that you enjoy these words 
from the Lord and the 
poem that I felt compelled 
to share with you.

“To everything, there is 
a season, and a time to ev-
ery purpose under heaven: 
When they therefore were 
come together, they asked 
him, saying, Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom of Isra-
el? And he said unto them, 
It is no to know the time 
or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own 

power.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1; 
Acts 1:6-7) 

“Only the Father Has 
the Power Over My Sea-
son” 

Have you ever stopped 
to count the leaves on the 
trees after the wind blows 

Or what about the num-
ber of stars in the sky and 
why no one knows 

Have you ever wondered 
how to regulate the sched-
ule so the sun and moon 
can rise 

Or what if you could 
strategically set your own 
clouds in the great big sky 

Have you ever stopped 
to count the hairs on your 
head before and after it was 
trimmed 

Or did you see the Man 
with your own eyes walk 
on water and peform mira-

cles just like him 
These things asked of 

you I have not any 
But the blessings to see 

a new day I have received 
plenty 

As I don’t know about 
tomorrow; tomorrow will 
take care of itself 

But I do know he gave 
us this day, our daily bread 
so we can spread the good 
news to someone else 

I’ve never been able to 
make the wind blow no 
matter how hard I breathe 

I’ve never been able to 
make the sunshine no mat-
ter how hard I plead 

But I have been able to 
feel the cool breeze on a 
hot summer day 

And I have seen the sun 
peeping through the clouds 
when I thought the rain 

would never go away 
Then I don’t hesitate or 

stand in the way 
I open my mouth because 

HE blessed me in my sea-
son as surely I know what 
to humbly say 

LORD I THANK 
YOU!!!! for giving me the 
ultimate reason 

For it is You Father, that 
has the power over my sea-
son!!! 

About the Poet
Alvin Christopher 

De’Mond Carter, is a na-
tive of Madison, MS. He is 
married to KaLandra Mc-
Shelle Carter and they are 
the proud parents of three 
daughters. He is employed 
at Tougaloo College and is 
a member of Pilgrim Rest 
M. B. Church in Madison. 

By Alvin Carter 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Back to School Inspiration
By Rev. Leon Collier 
Special to The Mississippi Link

N e w s  f r o m  t h e  W o r d

Carter’s Poem of Seasons

College Hill M. B. Church recently hosted its annual Back 
to School Lock-in.  Several speakers were present to give 
the students information about being properly prepared for 
school.  Pictured (right) is one of the guest speakers, Miss 
Tougaloo Destiny Kyles; and her new found friend, Alliyah 
Horn of College Hill.

R E i g n i n g
A n n o u n c E M E n t s

Holy Temple Missionary Baptist Church, 5077 Cabaniss Circle, 
Jackson, will host its second annual Men’s Conference Thursday 
through Saturday, August 9-11. The theme of this year’s conference 
is “Bringing Brothers from the Streets to Salvation,” taken from Mat-
thew 28:19 which reads:  Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the son and 
of the Holy Spirit.” On Thursday, the featured speaker during worship 
night will be Pastor Tim Miller aka DaMinista of McComb. Friday is 
Brothers’ Night Out at Fannin Lanes in Flowood, and on Saturday 
from 8 a.m. until noon, a continental breakfast, seminars and work-
shops will be held. Topics will include - Make a Decision:  Heaven or 
Hell? and more.  For more information, please contact Brotherhood 
Ministry President, Marcus Jack, at 601-717-2880.

Worship Center Church, 3888 Northview, Jackson, will continue 
its Tent Crusade Thursday and Friday, August 9-10, at 7:30 p.m. For 
more information, call 601-879-3999.

Farish Street Baptist Church, 619 N. Farish St., Jackson, has be-
gun its annual 31 Days in August Celebration. Each day of the month 
a special service will be held in praise of the Lord. The celebration 
will highlight a Music Extravaganza at the Jackson Convention Cen-
ter Thursday, Aug. 30, from 7-8:30 p.m., featuring Marvin Sapp, Ver-
gia Dishmon, Ben Cone III and Worship. A candlelight vigil will end 
the month long celebration Friday, Aug. 31, at 7 p.m. with a youth 
lock-in beginning at 8 p.m. For more information or to purchase a 
ticket for the Music Extravaganza, call 601.961.9560.

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:



I have a 
confession to 
make. I’m a 
little…well…
h a r d h e a d e d . 
But I’ve always 
considered it a 

strength and called it persis-
tence. But my persistence got 
me into a little trouble a few 
weeks ago. I called my daddy 
to ask him what he wanted for 
his upcoming birthday. When I 
asked him what he wanted, he 
stated, “Nothing.” Naturally, 
my response was, “Nothing? 
Come on, daddy. You gotta 
want something…money, 
clothes, etc. Before I could add 
to my list, he barked, “You are 
so hard-headed! I said I didn’t 
want anything!” Instantly tak-
ing me back to my childhood 
days when I heard those words 
about being hard-headed prob-
ably once a week, all I could 
muster was a very quiet, 
“Okay.” However, I have to 
be honest: when I hung up 
the phone, I muttered to my-
self, “I’m still gonna send you 
something. How can I not? It’s 
your 74th birthday!” I laughed 
because I actually whispered 
it as if he could hear me from 
300 miles away. 

Being determined can be a 
double edged sword. Some-
times, situations require per-
sistence. For example, as a 
writer, my persistence is a 
good thing. I am able to stick 
with projects until I complete 
them, regardless of how long 
it takes. However, sometimes, 
I hold onto things I should 
have let go of a long time ago. 
Over time, I’ve learned that if 
it’s meant to be, the situation 
will turn itself around, the per-
son will come back into your 
life and your opportunity will 
come again. 

Matthew 7:6 encourages us 
to be careful and “not throw 
your pearls to pigs.” In the 
next verse 7, it tells us to ask 
expecting for our request to 
be fulfilled because “every-
one who asks receives; the one 
who seeks finds; and to the one 
who knocks, the door will be 
opened.” This scripture con-
vinces me that my determina-
tion can be good in the right 
situation but not to waste it on 
people or situations that might 
not appreciate it. 

At this year’s Do the Write 
Thing workshop, the work-
shop sessions will explore how 
being determined as a writer is 
only one part of the equation 
to success as a writer. This 
year, there will be a Poetry 
Institute for Poets and Digital 
Publishing Institute for those 
interested in ebook and digi-
tal publishing. There will also 
be sessions on Writing Fan-
tasy Fiction, Gift Box Writ-
ing: Writing From the Heart, 
Marketing Tips for Writers, 
Legal Issues for Writers, Self 
Publishing 101, and Grammar 
Tips for Writers. 

Learn about how persistence 
can bring the “sexy” back to 
your writing during the key-
note address, “50 Shades of 
Writing” Aug. 17 and 18 at 
Tarrant County College in 
Hurst, Texas. This year’s 
speakers include bestselling 
author Ann Weisgarber and 
nationally Spoken Word Poet 
Michael Guinn. Visit www.
thewritethingworkshop.com 
for more details. Hope to see 
you there!

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com or by visiting www.
shewandariley.com. 

If a federal appeals court’s 
decision about marriage is 
allowed to stand, one legal 
group says states will see 
their respective definitions of 
marriage redefined by activ-
ist judges.

Proponents of California’s 
Proposition 8 have asked the 
U.S. Supreme Court to over-
rule a decision reached by 
the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals that deemed the 
measure unconstitutional. In 
June, the Ninth Circuit re-
fused to review a decision 
that overturned Proposition 
8.

Austin R. Nimocks, senior 
legal counsel with the Alli-
ance Defending Freedom, 
notes the importance of bibli-
cal marriage.

Nimocks said, “Marriage is 
a fundamental building block 
that has been defined and 
adopted throughout Western 
civilization. The ProtectMar-
riage.com legal team looks 
forward to standing before 
the U.S. Supreme Court and 
defending this important in-
stitution.”

The legal petition warns 
that if the Ninth Circuit’s 
decision is allowed to stand, 
it will lead to states being 

forced “to redefine marriage 
based on judicial decree.”

Meanwhile, a Christian 
publisher hopes a newly ap-
pointed Catholic archbishop 
in one of California’s most 
liberal areas will hold his 
stance for natural marriage. 

Oakland Bishop Rev. Sal-
vatore Cordileone will be-
come the new archbishop of 
San Francisco, San Mateo 
and Marin Counties. Cordil-
eone, who was appointed by 
the Pope, has been a propo-
nent of traditional marriage, 
including California’s voter-
approved Proposition 8.

Jim Schubert, publisher 

of The Core Report, reports 
that even though the Catho-
lic Church traditionally op-
poses “gay marriage,” many 
parishioners in the Bay Area 
have joined in events like gay 
pride parades.

Catholic priest praying, 
“I think that it will become 
an issue,” he said. “And if 
there’s that kind of a divide, 
the Catholic Church of San 
Francisco is just going to 
have to make a decision, a 
biblically-based decision 
or is it going to cave [in to] 
special interests in the name 
of political correctness or 
tolerance, or is it going to 

hold its ground to uphold the 
biblical definition of mar-
riage and what God intended 
for that relationship and that 
union.”

According to the San Jose 
Mercury News, Cordileone is 
a theologically conservative 
bishop who urged Congress 
to uphold Proposition 8. He 
is scheduled to be installed 
as archbishop on Oct. 4.

In a recent speech, Cor-
dileone said, “The cultural 
diversity in San Francisco is 
a strength and a challenge,” 
and he pledged to learn the 
“lay of the land” in his new 
role.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of August 9

1. Awesome    Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago 
2.Take Me to The King   Tamela Mann featuring Kirk Franklin 
3. Let The Church Say Amen  Andrae Crouch Featuring Marvin Sapp     
4. Shifting The Atmosphere  Jason Nelson     Shifting The Atmosphere 
5. My Testimony   Marvin Sapp
6. Go Get It    Mary Mary     Go Get It
7. After This    Youthful Praise Featuring JJ Hairston 
8. I Won’t Go Back   William McDowell  
9. Keep Me     Patrick Dopson     Open the Heavens 
10. I Feel Good    Fred Hammond     God, Love and Romance 

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

The importance of 
upholding biblical marriage

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Do the ‘Write’ Thing 
with Persistence

P R E S E R v E D

By Becky Yeh 
OneNewsNow 
California correspondent

Demonstrators pray while one is seen displaying a sign in opposition to homosexuality.

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Offi ce of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in 
by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, August 28, 2012, at which time said bids will be publicly opened 
at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City 
Hall for the following:

20057-082812 – Twenty Four – Month Supply of Men’s short & Long Sleeve Shirts

75075-082812 – Twelve – Month Supply of Ready-Mixed Concrete

89029-082812 – Twenty Four – Month Supply of Curb Inlet Frames & Covers,

Box Grates and Manhole Riser Rings

The above must comply with the City’s specifi cations. Copies of proposal forms can 
be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, 
Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifi cations are fi led with 
the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular 
Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with 
the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure 
to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, 
from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Pro-
gram, please contact the Offi ce of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies 
of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are 
available with the Offi ce of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, 
Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifi cations. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the 
lowest

total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior 
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determina-
tion during the bid review. Janet D. Allison, CPPB, Supervisor Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025 or 960-1022

8/2/12, 8/9/12  

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

TANK REPAIRS 
LIVINGSTON PARK ELEVATED TANK

 CITY OF JACKSON PROJECT NO. 12B0101901

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi at the offi ce of the City Clerk, 
City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 
P.M. Local Time, Tuesday, September 11, 2012, for supplying all labor and materials (as 
specifi ed) necessary for construction of TANK REPAIRS, Livingston Park Elevated Tank, 
CITY PROJECT NO. 12B0101901.

Contract time shall be 90 consecutive calendar days from the effective date shown in the 
Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day 
the Work has not achieved Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will 
be $500.00 plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 incurred by the Owner. These 
actual costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other construction 
related costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contracting. 
It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all 
persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder 
or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with 
the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a 
contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information 
on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of 
Economic Development at 601-960-1638. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications 
and a copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensur-
ing the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and 
assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business 
within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportunities. Bidder must be qualifi ed under Mississippi 
Law and show current Certifi cate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of 
Public Contractors establishing his classifi cation as to the value and type of construction on 
which he is authorized to bid. Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, 
sealed in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for TANK 
REPAIRS, LIVINGSTON PARK ELEVATED TANK, CITY PROJECT NO. 12B0101901”. 
Each bidder shall write his Certifi cate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed 
envelope containing his proposal.

Bids and EBO Plans shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, 
City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder 
may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certifi ed Check in an amount equal to fi 
ve percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security. Bidders shall also submit 
a current fi nancial statement, if requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will 
be required to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in the amount of 100% 
of the contract amount.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid a separate attachment stating his qualifi cations to 
perform the work. The Statement of Qualifi cations shall list past projects of similar size and 
nature, a list of references with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who 
will perform the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s qualifi cations. Contract 
Drawings, Contract Specifi cations, and other Contract Documents are on fi le and open 
to public inspection in the offi ce of the Water/Sewer Utilities, Department of Public Works, 
Warren Hood Building, Room 405, 200 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Copies of 
the Contract Documents, Contract Drawings and Contract Specifi cations may be procured 
at the offi ce of the Engineer, Southern Consultants, Inc., 5740 County Cork Road, Jack-
son, Mississippi 39206, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday 
through Friday, upon payment of $100.00 for each set, which will not be refunded. Checks 
are to be made payable to the Engineer. The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids and to waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

Dan Gaillet, P. E.   Sean Perkins 
Director of Public Works  Chief of Staff

8/2/12, 8/9/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Legal Notice
Request for Proposals To Lease and Occupy Facility

The City of Jackson, Mississippi, is interested in receiving proposals from non-profi t 
organizations which currently provide services to residents of the Midtown Community 
to lease and occupy the City’s Midtown Community Center located at 1030 Mill Street. 
An original and __ copies of the organization’s proposal must be delivered to the City 
Clerk’s Offi ce no later than 3:30 p.m. local time on Tuesday, August 28, 2012.

Interested organizations are invited to inspect and tour the facility on August 14, 2012 at 
10:00 a.m. Organizations planning to tour and inspect the facility are requested to call 
Gloria Fields-Anderson at (601) 960-0335 and provide the names of representatives 
anticipated to attend the inspection and tour.

Michael Raff    Sean Perkins 
Director of the Department of   Chief of Staff 
Human and Cultural Services   Office of the Mayor 
City of Jackson, MS    City of Jackson, MS

8/2/12, 8/9/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Man-
agement, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 09/11/2012 , for:
 RE: GS# 201-068 B.F. McLaurin Renovation 
  Coahoma Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be ob-
tained from:
 Professional: Dean and Dean/Associates Architects, P.A. 
 Address:      Post Office Box 4685
   440 Old Canton Road, Suite 200 Highland Bluff
   Jackson, Mississippi 39296
 Phone:  601-939-7717

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

8/9/12, 8/16/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Build-
ing, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 09/11/2012 
, for:

 RE: GS# 201-058 NEW FEMALE DORMITORY 
  Coahoma Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: ArchitectureSouth, P.A. 
 Address:     330 West Jefferson Street
   Tupelo, Mississippi 38804-3936
 Phone:  662-844-5843

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

8/9/12, 8/16/12

www.mississippilink.com THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 13AUGUST 9 - 15, 2012

Big Reach!
Small Price!
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100 newspapers statewide 
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Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm
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powered by
innovation

guided by
integrity

everything is possible.

lockheedmartinjobs.com/fharc1

We believe that by applying the highest business ethics and visionary thinking 
—everything is within our reach, and yours.
We invite you to explore a future with
Lockheed Martin – a global security and information 
technology company and the largest provider of IT 
services, systems integration and training to the 
U.S. Government. The Lockheed Martin Information 
Systems and Global Solutions (IS&GS) Civil team is 
currently seeking candidates to support the Federal 
Housing Administration Resource Center 
program.

Customer Service Representatives will respond 
to inquiries from both the general public and the 
lending industry. Utilizing a Knowledge Base with 
1,300 FAQs, they will also provide information 
regarding FHA’s policies and procedures, and other 
HUD programs. Qualified candidates will have 3 years 
of experience in the mortgage industry plus 2 years 
of college education or at least 5 years of experience 
in the mortgage industry plus HS diploma. 2 years of 
customer service or contact center experience is required for the position. In addition, qualified 
candidates must be able to work from 10:45 AM to 7:15 PM, Monday thru Friday.

Applicants selected will be subject to a security investigation and must meet eligibility 
requirements to include credit history screening and verification of U.S. Citizenship.

For immediate consideration, please visit: www.lockheedmartinjobs.com/fharc1 or fax 
your resume to 877-231-5742. Qualified candidates will be contacted directly by one of our 
recruiters for event information.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

INVITATIONAL
HIRING EVENT
Thursday - Friday

September 6th - 7th
Clinton, MS

Customer Service 
Representative 
Mortgage FHA 

opportunities are available 
at the Lockheed Martin 

Mission Support Center in 
Clinton, MS.

MISSISSIPPI LINK              
8/9/2012, 8/23/2012
3047175-WA21735
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BUY With Only
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Warning!
TRANSVAGINAL MESH 

IMPLANT COMPLICATIONS
If you or a loved one suffered from 

any of these side effects from
Transvaginal Mesh Implants
•Mesh Erosion • Bleeding•
•Pain During Intercourse

•Organ Perforation
•Urinary Problems

and suffered serious bleeding or
resulted in an untimely death

You may be entitled to 
money compensation. 
Please call today for a
Free Case Evaluation!

MARS, MARS 
& MARS, P.A.

Attorneys at Law
507-A Center Avenue

Philadelphia, MS 39350
(Toll Free) 1-800-650-2152 
OR DIRECT: 601-656-2152
Free Background information available upon request

to a Mississippi attorney. The listing of these
areas of practice does not indicate any certification of

expertise therein.
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ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

nOTiCE OF AppliCATiOn FOR A REZOning

ZOning CAsE nO. 3818

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at 
page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any 
way affected thereby, that Kevin T Wright has filed with the Planning Board for 
the City of Jackson, an application requesting a rezoning from C-3 (General 
Commercial District) to CMU-1 (Commercial Mixed-Use District, Pedestrian-
Oriented) to allow for an independent/assisted living facility for property lo-
cated  at  5411 I- 55 North–Frontage Rd , in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

A 2.37 acre, more or less, parcel of land being situated in the Northwest quar-
ter (NW¼) of the Southeast quarter (SE¼) of Section 12, Township 6 North, 
Range 1 East, City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi and being more 
particularly described as follows:

The point of beginning being at an iron pin marking the intersection of the 
Westerly Right-Of-Way of Interstate Highway No. 55 North with the Northerly 
Right-Of-Way line of Culley Drive, as both are now (November, 1992) laid 
out and established, said point being 2,013.9 feet North of and 2,062.9 feet 
West of the Southeast corner of Section 12, Township 6 North, Range 1 East; 
Run thence South 88 degrees 23 minutes 00 seconds West and along said 
Northerly Right-Of-Way line of Culley Drive for a distance of 303.87 feet to the 
point of curvature of a curve to the right with a central angle of 51 degrees 14 
minutes and 10 seconds, a radius 395.00 feet, and an arc distance of 393.23 
feet; continue thence and along said curve to the right for an arc distance of 
152.08 feet (Chord bearing and distance of North 80 degrees 35 minutes 13 
seconds West 151.14 feet) leaving  said Northerly Right-of-way line of Cul-
ley Drive; Run thence North 00 degrees 11 minutes 37 seconds West for a 
distance of 187.94 feet to a point; Run thence North 89 degrees 35 minutes 
45 seconds East for  a distance of 514.90 feet to an iron pin on said West-
erly Right-Of-Way line of Interstate Highway No. 55; Run thence South 07 
degrees 21 minutes 58 seconds West along said Westerly Right-Of-Way line 
of Interstate Highway No. 55 for a distance of 137.32 feet to a concrete Right-
Of-Way monument; Run thence South 35 degrees 07 minutes 00 seconds 
West along said Westerly Right-Of-Way line for a distance of 73.51 feet to a 
concrete Right-Of-Way monument; Run thence South 07 degrees 30 minutes 
00 seconds West along said Westerly Right-Of-Way line for a distance of 
11.50 feet to the point of beginning.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, Au-
gust 22, 2012, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will 
be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 25th day of July 2012.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/2/12, 8/9/12

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

puBliC nOTiCE

TO THE puBliC, OWnERs OF mOTOR VEHiClEs AnD TAXpAYERs OF 
THE CiTY OF JACksOn, mississippi, AnD OF THE JACksOn muniCi-

pAl sEpARATE sCHOOl DisTRiCT.

You are hereby notified that the ad valorem tax assessment schedule of motor 
vehicles in the City of Jackson and in the Jackson Municipal Separate School 
District containing assessed valuation of all motor vehicles in said City and 
School District which the City shall use in the collection of ad valorem taxes 
thereon for the taxable year beginning August 1, 2012, has been prepared, 
filed, equalized and approved by the Council of the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, pursuant to Chapter 588, Laws of 1958, as amended, subject to the 
right of motor vehicle owners and taxpayers to object to any of said valuations 
appearing on said assessment schedule; that said schedule for special equip-
ment, trailers, motorcycles, ambulances and hearses is now ready for inspec-
tion and examination by the public, at City Hall located at 219 S. President 
Street in the City of Jackson and said schedule for passenger vehicles and 
light trucks is located in the computer system of the Hinds County Tax Collec-
tor and is now ready for inspection and examination by the public at the Hinds 
County Chancery Court Building, and that any objection to valuation of motor 
vehicles set forth and contained in said schedule shall be made in writing, set-
ting forth in detail the grounds for such objection and claim for adjustments, 
with a full and complete identifiable description of the motor vehicle involved, 
and filed in duplicate with the City Clerk of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
at City Hall located at 219 S. President Street, in Jackson, Mississippi, on or 
before 10:00 a.m. on August 7, 2012 as provided by law, and particularly Sec-
tion 27-51-21, Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.

The Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi, will meet in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall located at 219 S. President Street in said City on said 
date and will then commence hearing any objection to any valuation of motor 
vehicles set forth and contained in said assessment schedule which has been 
made in writing and filed with the City Clerk, as hereinabove provided, and 
will remain in session from day to day thereafter, considering such objection 
and claim for adjustment until all parties in interest have been heard and such 
objection for claim for adjustment is disposed of as provided by law.  

8/2/12, 8/9/12



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

HIGH-TECH CAREER with U.S. Navy.
Nuclear engineering training worth 77
college hours, POTENTIAL BONUS, finan-
cial security. High School grads ages 17-
26. Call (800) 852-7621.

ATTENTION DRIVERS. Great Miles +
Top 5% Pay = Money. Security + Respect
= PRICELESS. 2 months CDL Class “A”
Experience. 877-258-8782.
CALLING ALL CDL-A DRIVERS! Join
the team at Averitt. Great Hometime &
Benefits. 4 months T/T Experience
Required - Apply Now! 888-362-8608.
AVERITTcareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.
Drivers - CDL-A EXPERIENCED DRIV-
ERS: 6-months OTR experience starts at
32¢/mile. Up to $5,000 Sign-On Bonus!
New student pay and lease Program!
877-521-5775. www.USATruck.jobs
Drivers - CHOOSE YOUR HOME-
TIME:  Weekly, 7/ON-7/OFF, 14/ON-
7/OFF,  Full or Part-time. $0.01 increase
per mile after 6 months. Requires 3
months recent experience.  800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com

DRIVERS-Class A-CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
VA APPROVED SCHOOL! Financing
available for those who qualify, jobs
available now!  Call 1-877-285-8621
Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
MANTIS DELUXE TILLER. NEW!
FastStart engine. Ships FREE. One-year
Money-Back Guarantee when you buy
DIRECT. Call for the DVD and FREE Good
Soil Book! 866-939-6102.

LAND FOR SALE. 50 acres in Copiah
County, MS. 1/2 open and 1/2 wooded.
5 miles east of I-55. Good hunting. No
leases, please. Some financing.
$2,700/acre. 601-573-3584.

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare.
Get a FREE Talking Meter and diabetic
supplies at NO COST, plus FREE home
delivery! Best of all, this meter eliminates
painful finger pricking! Call 888-761-
2348.

DIVORCE with or without
Children $99.

Includes name change and property
settlement agreement. SAVE hundreds.

Fast and easy.
Call 1-888-733-7165  24/7. 

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings up to 90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call Today 888-695-6148 for $25.00 off
your first prescription and free shipping. 
Advertise Statewide. 601-981-3060.

DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your small display
advertising to any area of the state. An
affordable, low-cost way to reach over 1
million readers. Call MS Press at 601-
981-3060.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. You WIN or Pay Us Nothing. Start
your application in under 60 seconds.
Call Today! Contact Disability Group, Inc.
Licensed Attorneys & BBB Accredited. Call
866-632-5302.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

F o r  S a l e - M i s c
E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

L a n d  F o r  S a l e

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of August 5, 2012

STUMP
GRINDING

and
BOBCAT WORK

***DEBRIS REMOVAL
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

Place Your
Classified Ad In Over

100 Newspapers...
One Call, One Order,

One Check!
Call your local 

newspaper or MS Press
601-981-3060
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SUMMER IN THE CITY.

www.neworleanshotelcollection.com
Audubon Cottages ◆ Bourbon Orleans ◆ Crowne Plaza Airport

Dauphine Orleans ◆ Hotel Le Marais ◆ Hotel Mazarin 
Wyndham Riverfront New Orleans

Pack your bags and visit New Orleans
this summer... We’ll take the stress out of travel!
 Free Valet Parking ◆ Free Continental Breakfast

Free Welcome drink ◆ Free $250 Shopping
Coupons ◆ Free in-room bottled

water & coff ee ◆ Free WiFi

Starting from $129 weeknights
1-855-798-6642
Ask for the SUMMER rate

Reserve online and see our swimming pools at
neworleanshotelcollection.com/SUMMER

Available for some rooms, some dates, not over special events,
reservations required, taxes additional.
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Free Welcome drink ◆ Free $250 Shopping
Coupons ◆ Free in-room bottled

water & coff ee ◆ Free WiFi

Starting from $129 weeknights
1-855-798-6642
Ask for the SUMMER rate

Reserve online and see our swimming pools at
neworleanshotelcollection.com/SUMMER

Available for some rooms, some dates, not over special events,
reservations required, taxes additional.
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New Orleans Hotel Collection

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
New Orleans Hotel Collection
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

PASS
Dish Network

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Dish Network

2x6

               

$u$umummmemerer  
.reedsmetals.comwww

uurrnTTTuT
Keyy
bbJoJoob!

Keey

     

o
SaSav iv iningngsgss!
metals.com

     

Include:
PricesPric

l de

our choice of roYYo
1- rollup door

alk-thru door1- W
 insulation3”

Bolt together Rigid Frame
AINSTTA

Job

     

our choice of roof & wall colors
1- rollup door

alk-thru door
 insulation

Bolt together Rigid Frame
ALLED

     \

\
2’ \

$12,9\+tax

\

24’x24\$17,900\30’x
40’x12 \

\\\
    Installed on 4

Gutters & downspouts \

\
     \

\$\
e slab\

+tax\+tax

\

00

\

4’x10’\$14,900

\

\
2

\
24’x30’x12’\

0 x$14 90

\

\$
concrete slab    Installed on 4”

Gutters & downspouts \\

\\
               

$u$umummmemerer  
.reedsmetals.comwww

uurrnTTTuT
Keyy
bbJoJoob!

Keey

     

o
SaSav iv iningngsgss!
metals.com

     

Include:
PricesPric

l de

our choice of roYYo
1- rollup door

alk-thru door1- W
 insulation3”

Bolt together Rigid Frame
AINSTTA

Job

     

our choice of roof & wall colors
1- rollup door

alk-thru door
 insulation

Bolt together Rigid Frame
ALLED

     \

\
2’ \

$12,9\+tax

\

24’x24\$17,900\30’x
40’x12 \

\\
    Installed on 4

Gutters & downspouts \

\
     \

\$\
e slab\

+tax\+tax

\

00

\

4’x10’\$14,900

\

\
2

\
24’x30’x12’\

0 x$14 90

\

\$
concrete slab    Installed on 4”

Gutters & downspouts \\

\\

PASS
Reed’s Metals

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Reed’s Metals

2x6

PUBLIC AUCTION
August 25, 2012

2236 HWY 49     BROOKLYN, MS
JUST SOUTH OF HATTIESBURG, MS

Construction &
Farm Equipment

Auction
Consignment Deadline

August 18, 2012AUCTION BEGINS AT 10:00 A.M.

MARTIN & MARTIN AUCTIONEERS, INC.

Construction Equipment, Trucks,
Trailers, Tractors, Attachments,

Implements, RV’s, Vehicles and Misc.
Plus Much More!

For More Info: Call 601-450-6200 or Visit WWW.MMAOFMS.COM
Jeff Martin MSAL #1255
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Jackson State University alum Michael Tinsley made all 
historically Black college/universities (HBCUs) proud by 
earning a silver medal during the 2012 Summer Olympic 
Games in London, Aug. 6.

Tinsley, born in Little Rock, Ark., claimed silver in the 
400-meter hurdles with a personal best time of 47.91 sec-
onds. He finished just behind Dominican Republic’s Felix 
Sanchez’s gold medal time of 47.63 seconds. Puerto Rico’s 
Javier Culson took bronze, beating African-American hur-
dler Angelo Taylor, who was looked upon as a favorite to 
win the event after winning the 400 meter hurdles in both 
the 2000 and 2008 Olympic Games.

“I’ve been dreaming about this moment since I bought 
my first pair of spikes,” said Tinsley, 28. “I’ve put my life 
into this. I’ve had to sacrifice so much for this, I’m so 
proud.”

Tinsley, who had not been a force nationally since leav-
ing JSU, unexpectedly won the U.S. Trials and made the 
Olympic team. But if Americans were going to win med-
als in the 400 hurdles, conventional wisdom was that they 
would be Kerron Clement and Taylor. Clement finished 
eighth.

This was Tinsley’s first major championship event. He 
finished fourth at the 2008 trials behind the three men who 
swept the medals in Beijing: Taylor, Clement and Ber-
shawn Jackson.

Tinsley was “definitely in contention for gold,” Taylor 
said.

With American men shut out of the 400-meter final for 
the first time in Olympic history, Tinsley made sure they 
weren’t totally shut out over the one-lap distance.

Tinsley, believed to be the only HBCU alum so far to 
win a medal in this summer’s Olympics, told reporters 
that studying at Jackson State was “the best experience of 
his life.” But he now has a new Olympic experience that 
should give his HBCU experience a run for its money.

“I remember all the support I got from the faculty when I 
was there,” he said. “JSU gave me an opportunity to get an 
education and to do what I love to do, which is run track.” 

Jackson St. grad Michael Tinsley 
wins Silver in 400-meter hurdles
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The ‘Design sTar’ inTerview 
Danielle Colding, 36, is an inte-

rior designer with her own residen-
tial and commercial design firm in 
New York City. A former profes-
sional modern dancer, she also has 
a bachelor’s degree in Anthropolo-
gy from Stanford University as well 
as an associate’s degree in Interior 
Design from the Fashion Institute 
of Design and Merchandise on her 
resume. 

As a self-described problem-
solver, Danielle uses her open, 
friendly and quirky personality to 
connect with her clients. She char-
acterizes her design style as global 

chic, classic modern and edited 
traditional. Here, she talks about 
participating as a contestant on the 
new season of Design Star, which 
airs Tuesdays at 9 PM (8 PM Cen-
tral) on HGTV (House & Garden 
Network).

Kam Williams: Hi, Danielle, 
thanks for the interview. 

Danielle Colding: Hi, Kam. It’s 
my pleasure. 

KW: I noticed that you’re from 
Queens. What part? I’m from St. 
Albans. 

DC: I am from Queens Village- 
Right off of Hillside Ave. Please 
tell me you know Gaby’s Pizza in 
Hollis! 

KW: On Hillside Ave. near 
205th Street? I sure do! I’m from 
195th near Linden Boulevard. 
What interested you in appearing 
on Design Star? 

DC: My friends convinced me 
to go, thinking I’d have a good 
chance. To tell you the truth, I 
wasn’t so sure. I went to the open 
call just to see what happened, and 
it just snowballed from there. The 
next step became the next step, and 
I found myself on the show. 

KW: How has the competition 
surprised you?

DC: The competition surprised 
me in that it was truly a supportive 
environment. I was skeptical about 
doing a completion show because 
I’m not into that kind of drama. But 
this experience was the opposite, 
sure we had our moments but for 
the most part I made friends for life 
and we supported each other every 
step of the way. We felt like we 
were experiencing something very 
special together.

KW: Has your life changed 
since you’ve become a celebrity? 

DC: A celebrity? I’m not there 
yet. My life has not changed tre-
mendously other than I have a 
sense of confidence in my work that 
only this experience of making de-
sign decisions in minutes and living 
with them can give you. 

KW: Do you ever want your 
anonymity back?

DC: That’s something I still 
wrestle with. I have just started 
being recognized on the streets of 
New York, and it’s a trip. So far, 
though, it’s been a lot of fun. 

KW: You studied Anthropol-
ogy at Stanford. So, why did you 
become a professional dancer after 
graduating?

DC: I started dancing at the age 
of 6. So, it was something that was 
always there on the side. My moth-
er pushed me to go an academic 
route but was cool about me study-
ing something that I loved without 
the pressure of doing something 
that would land me a career. Cul-
tural Anthropology and my minor 
in African and African-American 
studies were simply areas of study I 
was drawn to. Throughout college, 
I danced with a choreographer that 
I really loved and respected and 
who started a company using sev-
eral dancers from Stanford. I would 
spend weekends in San Francisco 
and Oakland, rehearsing and per-
forming. When I graduated, he had 
a spot for me in his company, so I 
went for it. It was a dream come 
true and an incredible creative ex-
perience. 

KW: How did you go from 
dancing to interior decorating?

DC: My years as a dancer in San 
Francisco were extremely taxing. I 
held several jobs to live there as a 
dancer. I was a first grade teacher 
for two years, taught dance in pub-
lic schools, waited tables, was a 
Pilates instructor and, of course, 
rehearsed and performed. By the 
end of four years I was spent. I 
knew I needed some other way to 
make a living and my passion for 
dance wasn’t carrying me through. 
So, I literally went on a trip with a 
friend and reflected on all the things 
I was naturally good at and all the 
things that I would love to get up in 
the morning to do…. And interior 
design came from that. It is truly 
my passion, and I am lucky to have 
been on a path where I’ve been able 
to do what I love. 

KW: What would you say char-
acterizes your designing style?

DC: I do not have one design 
style. I like so much of so many 
different styles that I hate to claim 
one. My design is very intuitive 
and client-driven, but also there’s 
an eclectic approach. I like homes 
to feel like they reflect the people 
who inhabit them… that every item 
fits and could tell a story. That be-
ing said, I value a certain level of 
elegance and sophistication in all 
the spaces I design. 

KW: Every reality series has to 
be edited. Do you think this one is 
portraying you fairly?

DC: I do. I think I am coming off 
the way I am in person. The tough 
part is that so little of what hap-
pened can be shown in a one-hour 
show. That is frustrating. There 
are so many factors that shape our 
decision-making that the viewers 
don’t get to see. They see us mak-
ing crazy decisions but don’t know 
the full story and the amount of 
pressure we are under. 

(Read more at www.themississip-
pilink.com)

By Kam Williams
Interviewer

Prices Good Wednesday, August 8 through Tuesday, August 14, 2012

Chuck Mock
Tender Steak

Family Pack
Black Canyon Angus Select

$297
LB.

$187
Fresh

Ground Beef

Family Pack

LB.

Cut Fresh
Daily

in Store!

$127
Bone-In Sirloin

Pork Chops

Family Pack, US Inspected
Lean & Tender

LB.

77¢
Fresh Fryer

Livers

Family Pack

LB.

Cut Fresh
Daily

in Store!

Ground Fresh In
 Store Several 
Times Daily!

Hunt’s
Ketchup

24 oz.
Squeeze Bottle 97¢

QUANITY RIGHTS RESERVED.  NO SALES TO DEALERS
SOME ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 

TYPOGRAPHICAL OR PICTORIAL ERRORS. PRICES GOOD WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.

Double Manufacturer’s Coupons
Everyday up to 50¢
see store for details

Hunt’s
Manwich

15-15.5 oz.
Selected Varieties 97¢

Chef Boyardee
Pasta

7.5 - 15 oz.
Selected Varieties 97¢

PictSweet
Vegetables

12 - 16 oz.
Selected Varieties 97¢

Yoplait
Yogurt

4 - 6 oz. 
Selected Varieties

Best Choice
White Sandwich 

Bread

24 oz. Loaf

Seeded
Watermelons

Large
Red, Ripe

10/$5

97¢

$497

Over
35 Varieties

Available

FOR

Half Gallon
Frozen Yogurt or

Blue Bell
Ice Cream
2/$9

QUANITY RIGHTS RESERVED. NO SALES TO DEALERS. SOME ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL OR PICTORIAL  ERRORS. PRICES GOOD WHILE QUANTITIES LAST. IF WE RUN OUT OF A SALE ITEM WE WILL SUBSTITUTE AN ITEM OF 

EQUAL VALUE OR PROVIDE A RAINCHECK UPON REQUEST.

Mississippi Owned and Operated

Byram, Ms.
601-373-9875

5777 Terry Road (at Corner of Terry and Siwell Rd.)
Open 6 AM to 10 PM, Sunday through Saturday

Jackson, Ms.
601-373-9595 

2101 Raymond Road
Open 6 AM to 9 PM, Sunday through Saturday

Dr. Pepper 
or Pepsi

12 Pack, 12 oz. Cans
Selected Varieties

3/$11for

18 Pack
12 oz. Cans

Miller High Life or
High Life Light
$977

12 Pack, 12 oz. Cans

$727

Natural Light 
or Natural Ice 

Beer
Prairie Farms

MIlk

Gallon 
Selected Varieties

Niagara
Water

24 Pack
16.9 oz.

$287

$297
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Three theories on why the R&B 
songstress remains perpetually un-
derrated.

Tamia’s new video, “Beautiful 
Surprise,” hit the web recently and 
I was so excited to see the Canadian 
singer in the spotlight again. One of 
those rare artists who is universally 
recognized as the total package - tal-
ent and beauty - her voice sounds as 
pure as ever.

Happy and joyful, “Beautiful 
Surprise” fits the Tamia mold, but 
it seems she hasn’t quite met her 
potential. Health problems aside, 
in my opinion, she should be more 
firmly established in R&B by now. 
Who wasn’t blown away when they 
first heard a young Tamia belt out 
“You Put a Move on My Heart”? 

She’s got the pipes but do fans 
show her enough love? Her big-
gest selling album was 2001’s A Nu 
Day. Your fans aren’t supposed to 

let you go 10 years between plati-
num albums. I’ve got some ideas 
about what happens when the talent 
doesn’t match the sales numbers. 
See if you agree:

1) We get it -,she’s a pure singer. 
This appears to be a negative in the 
music industry, whereas if anyone 
was a “pure” anything in another 
profession, they’d be praised. But 
Tamia, from what we’ve seen of 
her, just wants to stand in front of 
a microphone and sing. She’s not 
interested in being on the cover of 
the tabloids or raising her profile 
with some Lady Gaga-esque stunts. 
She wants you to focus on the lyrics 
and melody and be happy with her 
music.

Of course, this means that she 
hasn’t taken a lot of risks musi-
cally. Her latest single, “Beautiful 
Surprise,” is a wonderful mid-
tempo ballad. But so was “Can’t 
Get Enough.” And “So Into You.” 
And so on and so on. She sticks 

with what works, 
what she and other 
producers think is 
good for her voice. 
But come on, Ms. 
Hill. Surprise us 
every once in a 
while.

2) Family 
comes first. With 
her husband Grant 
Hill’s numerous 
injuries and her 
own battle with 
multiple sclerosis, 
it’s understandable 
that family comes 
first and with that, 
comes a decreased 
ability to hit the 

ground running like 
so many younger 
R&B artists are 
able to do. But 
Tamia is OK with 
that, preferring not 
to chase platinum 
plaques and grind-
ing 100-city tours 
if it means she’s do-
ing a subpar job as 
a mom.

In a 2007 interview, Tamia said, 
“I could be the best singer in the 
world but if my daughter doesn’t 
know me and if she doesn’t think 
I’m the bomb, then what was it all 
for? I’ve met a lot of singers who are 
really great and I’ve met their kids 
and I was like, ‘You sacrificed all of 
that for your own greatness.’ There’s 
a sadness to me about that. I’d like 
you to meet my daughter and say, 
‘You’ve done a good job.’ And then 
you would think even more of me 
as a singer!” It’s clear she’s made 
sacrifices to make sure her family is 
a priority in her life and that’s com-
mendable. It doesn’t get her to the 
top of the Billboard charts, but it’s 
commendable.

3) The R&B industry has 
changed a lot since 1995. In a 
world where Rihanna has five 
Grammys (no shade, but do realize 
it’s more than Christina Aguilera or 
Gladys Knight has on their shelves), 
it’s apparent that the industry simul-
taneously expects more of its art-
ists...and less. Tamia isn’t starting 
Twitter beef with random groupies, 
she isn’t having nip slips on the red 
carpet, she isn’t releasing over-the-
top videos, and she’s not interested 
in giving folks access to her life 
through a reality show.

In an interview with black gos-
sip blog The YBF, Tamia admitted, 
“You have one shot in this business 
now. You used to be able to do about 
six songs before the label deter-
mined how they would deal with 
you. Now you have to lay all your 
cards on the table right away.” It’s 
all about the quick sale - the iTunes 
downloads, the reality show appear-
ances, the continuously updating 
Twitter stream. But what if you just 
want to get out there and let your tal-
ent be your gimmick? Does R&B 
(heck, the music industry in general) 
still want you? Hard to say.

What do I think Tamia’s career 
needs?

I won’t even dare say a collabo-
ration with Lil Wayne or a dance 
track like Toni Braxton’s “I Heart 
U.” What she really needs is fans 
who put their money where their 
mouths are. Ask anyone if they’re 
a Tamia fan and they’ll quickly say 
yes. Ask them when is the last time 
they bought a Tamia album and 
watch the room go silent. If we say 
we want talent, then we need to sup-
port talent. Seems simple enough, 
doesn’t it?

Let’s see how everything pans out 
when Tamia’s latest album drops in 
August. Are you buying?
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Why isn’t Tamia 
a bigger star?

Comedian Rickey Smiley 
gets TV One Show

TV One’s got a rookie in town by 
the name of Rickey Smiley.

The comedian and popular radio 
host [has] his own show starring 
himself, Ray J, Lil JJ, Roz Ryan, J. 
Anthony Brown and Noree Victoria 
and Demetria McKinney.

“The Rickey Smiley Show” is 
loosely based on his life as a DJ in 
Atlanta and single father of three 
children. Raising kids ain’t easy 
alone, especially if you’re trying to 
get your swerve on.

J. Anthony plays the role of the ra-
dio station manager, ‘Maurice,’ Ray 
J. as Rickey’s producer and protégé 

‘Kenny,’ Roz is ‘Aunt Sylvia’ who 
lives with Smiley. Lil JJ plays Rickey’s 
18-year-old son, a devoted gamer.

This is Smiley’s first television se-
ries, which may very well be a big 
hit.

“I give much thanks to my Radio 
One/TV One Family for making this 
happen! Because of them, the show’s 
incredible cast, crew, and staff, I 
look forward to sharing great stories 
and laughs with our audience ev-
ery week,” the comedian said. “We 
have created something very special. 
Watch and see!”

“The Ricky Smiley Show” pre-
mieres Sept. 18 on TV One.

By Brittney M. Walker
eurweb.com

Tamia

Tamia

Smiley

By Tara Pringle Jefferson
eurweb.com
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

3  LBS.  OR  MORE

FRESH
GROUND  BEEF

POUND

$199

SOLD  IN  2  PACK  FRESH  FROZEN

SMALL  PORK  
SPARE  RIBS

POUND

$199

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

FRYER  THIGHS
OR  DRUMSTICKS

POUND

$119
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

POUND

$319

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM 
ROUND  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  POUND

$349

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS 
CUBED  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  POUND

$369

FRESH  SLICED

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

POUND

$189

FRESH

CENTER  CUT 
PORK  CHOPS

POUND

$289

OLE  SOUTH

SAUSAGE
PATTIES

28  OZ.

$399

PURE  CANE

DOMINO
SUGAR

4  LB.  BAG

2/$5

SAVE  ON

PEPSI  PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

4/$13
SNACK  SIZE

PRINGLES  CHIPS
1.41  OZ.  CAN

3/$1

ASSORTED  FLAVORS  BLUE  BELL

ICE  CREAM 
HALF  GAL.  ROUND

2/$9
BLUE  BONNET  MARGARINE

QUARTERS
1  LB.  .................................... 89¢
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BUTTERMILK

BISCUITS
5  CT.  CAN ...............................

3/$1
PILLSBURY  CINNAMON

ROLLS
12.4 - 13  OZ. ..........................

2/$4
CROWLEY  ASSORTED

YOGURT
6  OZ.  CUP ............................... 

2/$1
BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINK
59  OZ.  CTN. ................................

$100

MC  KENZIE  CHUB

CORN
12-16  OZ.  PKG. ............................

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BABY  LIMA

BEANS
16  OZ. ..................................

2/$3
PILLSBURY

FROZEN
PANCAKES
14.5 - 16.4  OZ. .......................  

3/$6

piggly wiggly

RIPE  GOLDEN

BANANAS
POUNDS

2/$1
FRESH  &  TANGY

KIWI  FRUIT
EACH

2/$1
FRESH  SWEET  WHITE,
YELLOW  OR  BI-COLOR

CORN
EACH

3/$1
FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD  MIX
12  OZ.

$100

IDAHO

POTATOES
3  LB.  BAG

$100

FRESH  YELLOW

SQUASH  OR  
ZUCCHINI

POUND

$100

1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


