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Glendora Mayor, Johnny B. 
Thomas, recently filed a law-
suit against one of the nation’s 
leading privately-held prison 
management companies, Cor-
rectional Corporation of Amer-
ica (CCA). Tallahatchie Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors and 
the Tallahatchie County Cor-
rectional Authority (TCCA) are 
also named as defendants in the 
lawsuit.

Thomas, who is featured in 
documentaries about the mur-

Mayor Chokwe Lumumba 
expressed appreciation for 
the City Council’s unanimous 
confirmation of his choice of 
Synarus D. Green as Jackson’s 
chief administrative officer. 
Although the position is in the 
city code, Green is the first 
to serve as CAO since 2009 
during the administration of 
former Mayor Frank Melton, 
whose CAO was Robert Walk-
er.

“I want to thank the City 
Council for confirming my 
choice of Synarus Green be-
cause he displays a true pas-
sion and commitment towards 
addressing the concerns of in-
dividuals we serve on a daily 
basis,” said Lumumba. 

According to news reports, 
Green’s starting salary is 
$90,000, second only to the 
Mayor’s.

The description of staff po-
sitions listed at the city’s of-
ficial website, says the chief 
administrative officer is “to 
serve as a centralized admin-

istrative resource and link be-
tween the Mayor’s office, City 
Council, department directors 
and other entities to facilitate 
outcomes consistent with the 
overall vision and mission of 
the City of Jackson.”

Also the city’s newly re-
vamped website displays the 
city council meetings live 
streamed and archived. To see 
and hear Green’s confirma-
tion hearing, go to www.jack-
sonms.gov

Green has served as a leg-
islative aide to Congressman 
Bennie G. Thompson (D-MS). 
While with Thompson, Green 
worked with municipal and 
state elected officials on lo-
cal, political and policy de-
velopments. Thompson was a 
supporter of Lumumba in the 
mayoral elections.

He also served as a liaison 
with congressional staff, mem-
bers of the Obama Adminis-
tration and local stakeholders 
on behalf of Thompson. Green 

Gov. Phil Bryant tweeted 
that he was “glad to join 
Mission Mississippi and the 
Fellowship of Christ Ath-
letes to kick off Glowing 
for Christ in a 82-day full 
state journey.” In another 
tweet, the governor said he 
was also “proud to see Yates 
Construction and Nissan 
building the cross and do-
nating use of a Titan auto-
mobile for this journey.”

The Governor’s message 
on his website, www.gover-
norbryant.com, said, “I call 
on every Mississippian, no 
matter what our race or re-
ligion or party, to rise above 
our petty differences and 
build together the Missis-
sippi our citizens deserve. 
Let us go forward from this 
time and place, unafraid to 
make the bold changes that 
will help us rise together.”

So this was the atmo-
sphere embracing Mission 
Mississippi’s celebration of 
20 years of service, August 
7, 2013, at 1 p.m., when 
the six-foot cross was illu-
minated on the steps of the 
Mississippi State Capitol 
with Gov. Bryant giving re-
marks. Also speaking was 
regional director for Fel-
lowship of Christian Ath-
letes Bill Buckner, presi-
dent of Mission Mississippi 
Neddie Winters and Mission 
Mississippi Board member 
Lee Paris.

The kick off celebration 
initiating movement through 
all 82 Mississippi counties 
included the presentation of 
the cross from the builders 
Nissan and Yates Construc-
tion.

Ora Reed, who participat-
ed in the first Mission Mis-
sissippi rally, led a song and 
the Nissan choir performed. 
Jacqueline Mack, Mission 
Mississippi board member 
stated, “It is very important 
for all of us to get involved 
with Mississippi Glowing 
for Christ, as we celebrate 
this historical occasion of its 
labors of love for 20 years.

“It is even more important 
for us to take up the charge 
of reconciliation and press 
forward in reaching the 
Body of Christ across racial 
and denominational lines.”

Those who gathered left 
the south steps of the Capi-
tol and proceeded to Con-
gress Street in downtown 
Jackson, making a brief 
prayer stop at City Hall, then 
to Court Street and headed 
south on State Street. At the 

Old Brandon Road Bridge, 
the cross was handed over 
to Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes who will walk it to 
the Rankin County Court-
house where a celebration 
service was planned for 7 
p.m. The cross will continue 
on for the next 81 days mak-
ing stops in all Mississippi 
counties.

Lee Paris said, “On Au-

gust 7, the 82-day 
journey through 
Mississippi be-
gan…. This will 
be the historic be-
ginning of a walk 
that will be remem-
bered for genera-
tions.”

Mission Mississippi Presidnet Neddie Winters picks up the cross built by Nissan and Yates Construction on its 
first leg of a 82-day 82-county journey of reconciliation through Mississippi.       PHOTOS BY KEVIN ROBINSON
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540,000 attendees make 2013 Essence 

Festival largest in 19-year history

Brandy (right) at Essence’s 2013 Festival       See feature story and photos page 3
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Why are almost 50 million 
Americans hungry, and why 
are more than 23.5 million 
kids and teenagers over-
weight or obese - and some-
times hungry, too? What 
triggers and connects these 
trends? What systems and 
institutions perpetuate food 
insecurity, and what reforms 
will ensure that people get 
the healthy food they need?

In an effort to engage Mis-
sissippi in a conversation 
about these questions, My 
Brother’s Keeper, Inc. is in-
viting local residents to take 
their place in the fight to end 
hunger and ensure that all 
children and families have 
access to healthy, affordable 
foods.

My Brother’s Keeper, 
Inc., in association with 
Participant Media and Ac-
tive Voice, will host a com-
munity screening of A Place 
at the Table at The Bennie 
G. Thompson Academic 
and Civil Rights Research 
Center at Tougaloo College, 
Thursday, August 15, 2013. 
The screening is part of 
Participant Media’s “Take 
Your Place” Social Action 
Campaign, which uses the 

acclaimed documentary to 
inspire community conver-
sations about hunger and 
obesity and get people in-
volved in efforts to address 
this systemic problem.

With support from the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation, a total of 25 com-
munities across the country 
will be hosting such events 
throughout the summer and 
fall.

The critically acclaimed 
documentary A Place at the 
Table, directed by Kristi Ja-
cobson and Lori Silverbush, 
examines the crisis of food 
security, hunger, obesity 
and food access. The film 
will be screened at The Ben-
nie G. Thompson Academic 
and Civil Rights Research 
Center at Tougaloo College, 
500 W County Line Rd. The 
screening will be immedi-
ately followed by dinner and 
a working discussion featur-
ing prominent speakers and 
community members. Ap-
proximately 50 attendees 
are expected.

“This screening is a great 
opportunity to bring the 
community together to dis-
cuss what’s behind this food 
crisis and what can be done 
to address it,” said Dr. June 

Gipson, president and CEO 
of My Brother’s Keeper, 
Inc. “Following the film 
screening, we hope to help 
communities understand 
what hunger truly is in Mis-
sissippi and how it affects 
our future as a state.

“The people who come to 
this table - to dine, discuss 
and decide how we will ad-
dress hunger and obesity 
in Mississippi - want to be 
there. And I believe this will 
be a new wave in creating 
a healthier Mississippi by 
building public support for 
local school lunch reform, 
eliminating food desserts, 
and increasing in relation-
ships between families and 
farmers.

“We’re excited to be 
working with enthusias-
tic and thoughtful partners 
around the country, who are 
planning a range of events 
with this film,” said Shaady 
Salehi, executive director of 
Active Voice, the organiza-
tion that is managing the 
community campaign in as-
sociation with Participant 
Media.

“We need to work col-
laboratively to make sure 
that everyone has access to 
healthy affordable food.”

My Brother’s Keeper, Inc. 
along with “Participant Media 
and Active Voice” to screen 
“A Place at the Table”
By Deja Abdul-Haqq
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Over 540,000 attendees from 
around the globe descended upon 
New Orleans this year for the 19th 
annual ESSENCE Festival over the 
4th of July weekend, making 2013 
the largest in the event’s 19 year his-
tory and a premier summer event.

With an expanded cultural focus 
and renewed emphasis on family, 
the 2013 ESSENCE Festival cele-
brated its community of ESSENCE 
readers with an exciting array of 
entertainment and empowerment 
events.

Featured were more than 50 
world renowned and up-and-com-
ing performing acts and over 120 
of the world’s top artists, speakers, 
authors, leaders, innovators and ce-
lebrities.

“The ESSENCE Festival has 
grown to represent the tremendous 
joy and optimism that is present in 
the African-American community,” 
said ESSENCE Communications 
President Michelle Ebanks. “We 
celebrate our community of ES-
SENCE readers at the ESSENCE 
Festival - where we come together 
to connect to our culture and our 
community - and be renewed, in-
spired and transformed.

“This year’s record-breaking at-
tendance is a testament to our pur-
pose. We are extremely excited as 
we look forward to our 20th anni-
versary in 2014,” Ebanks added.

“What a thrill to witness the over-
whelming response from hundreds 
of thousands of attendees as we 
took ‘the page to the stage’ at the 
ESSENCE Empowerment Experi-
ence,” said ESSENCE’s top editor, 
Vanessa K. Bush.

“Focusing on family, relation-
ships, culture and community, the 
ESSENCE programs and the ES-

SENCE Empowerment Experience 
Stage each year provides critical 
information, motivation, inspiration 
and practical solutions for the day-
to-day challenges of our lives.”

Highlights of the 2013 ES-
SENCE Festival included:
•	 An incredible performance by 

Beyoncé to a packed Superdome 
stadium to close out the Festival, 
plus headliners Maxwell, New 
Edition, Charlie Wilson, Brandy, 
Jill Scott, Janelle Monaé, Trey 
Songz, Keyshia Cole and many 
others - comprising more than 50 
R&B, pop, and soul artists across 
five	stages	each	night	at	the	Su-
perdome

•	 The all-new ESSENCE Family 
Reunion Day hosting more than 
55,000 people in Woldenberg 
Park featured empowerment 
panels, family-friendly games 
and activities, exciting musical 
guests, delicious food from New 
Orleans’ best barbecue vendors, 
cooking	 competitions,	 fireworks	
and exciting musical guests

•	 An expanded 4-day ESSENCE 
Empowerment Experience at 
the Ernest N. Morial Convention 
Center - with participation from 
more than 120 speakers and at-
tracting attendance of more than 
100,000 people each day

•	 First-ever partnership with MS-
NBC to broadcast live through-
out the weekend from the Ernest 
N. Morial Convention Center, 
featuring shows PoliticsNation 
and Melissa Harris Perry, among 
others

•	 First	official	ESSENCE	Festival	
App garnered 14,500 downloads 
and tripled ESSENCE mobile 
consumption throughout the 
weekend; plus, ESSENCE Fes-

tival was trending across social 
media, e.g. close to 50,000 Insta-
gram posts and more than 24,000 
uses of #essencefest on Twitter.

•	 Standing-room only ESSENCE 
Empowerment Experience pan-
els, presentations and keynote ad-
dresses included:

•	 A live, standing-room only set 
of Family Feud hosted by Steve 
Harvey, plus a live on-site broad-
cast of the Steve Harvey Morning 
Show

•	 “Ending the Gun Violence Crisis 
In Our Cities” featuring Newark 
Mayor Cory Booker and Atlanta 
Mayor Kasim Reed

•	 “50th Anniversary of 1963” fea-
turing Congressman John Lewis, 
Myrlie Evers Williams, and Con-
gresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton

•	 “Where Smart Starts” discussing 
education and featuring Dr. Steve 
Perry and Dr. Michael Lomax of 
UNCF

•	 Keynote addresses from Rev. Al 
Sharpton, Iyanla Vanzant, and 
Marc Morial.

Also	there	was	the	first-time	ever	
Love, Loss & Life Tribute & prayer 
vigil for mothers who have lost 
children to violence in partnership 
with New Orleans Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu.

The all-star gospel tribute to Tra-
maine Hawkins and Donnie Mc-
Clurkin was powerful with a special 
message from Bishop Noel Jones.

Presenting sponsor was Coca-
Cola. Major sponsors were Ford, 
McDonald’s, My Black Is Beau-
tiful, StateFarm, Verizon and 
Walmart.	 Official	 sponsors	 were	
MSNBC, Coors Light, TV One and 
Visa Prepaid.

540,000 attendees make 2013 Essence 
Festival largest in 19-year history
By Ben Minnifield
Special to The Mississippi Link
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2013 City of Jackson Back-to-School “Start Strong End Strong”
Metrocenter Mall ~ Sunday, August 4, 2013 ~ Jackson, Miss. ~ Sponsors: Sonic, 99 Jams and Kixie 107 

With Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray, Host Stan Branson,
Jim Hill High School Drum Line, JESMove2 Line Dancers and DJ Mississippi Sinatra

photos by Kevin Robinson
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der of Emmitt Till and helped to 
establish the Emmett Louis Till 
Memorial Museum in Glen-
dora, believes that the named 
defendants are not in compli-
ance with State laws related 
to the management of the Tal-
lahatchie County Correctional 
Facility.

Thomas is also one of five 
commissioners appointed to 
TCCA. The commissioners are 
appointed by the Tallahatchie 
County Board of Supervisors, 
and according to Thomas, the 
law requires that each commis-
sioner appointed must live in 
and represent their district.

In his lawsuit, Thomas is 
seeking the removal of a com-
missioner whom he said was il-
legally appointed to TCCA by 
the Tallahatchie County Board 
of Supervisors.

He said that commissioner 
Benjamin Sykes, a white man, 
was appointed to TCCA to rep-
resent a district where he is not 
a resident; a district that is 62 
percent African-American. The 
county board has three white 

supervisors and two black su-
pervisors.

In addition to seeking his 
removal, Thomas is seeking to 
declare certain practices by the 
Tallahatchie County Board of 
Supervisors to be in conflict of 
interest as those practices relate 
to the operation of the Talla-
hatchie County Correctional 
Authority.

In the lawsuit, Thomas seeks 
to reassert TCCA’s control over 
the Tallahatchie County Cor-
rectional Facility in accordance 
with State statute.

He also alleges that CCA 
does not have a viable and law-
ful contract to manage the fa-
cility. Thomas alleges that CCA 
has wrongfully taken control of 
the inmates at the facility and 
has refused to negotiate with 
TCCA regarding the per diem 
per inmate allowance to TCCA.

According to Thomas, the 
California Department of Cor-
rections pays $65 per inmate 
per day to cover the cost of 
managing that facility. TCCA is 
paid $1.50 per day per inmate 

and CCA is paid $63.50 per day 
per inmate.

Thomas said that the cost of 
running the facility for CCA 
that was filed with the Security 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
was $44.16 per day per inmate. 

By those calculations from 
Thomas, CCA is nearly $20 per 
day per inmate above and be-
yond the state costs of housing 
the inmates. He said that more 
of this money, over $20 mil-
lion, should go to TCCA and be 
used in Tallahatchie County.

Thomas said that the ultimate 
goal of his lawsuit is to reassert 
the rightful authority of TCCA 
under existing State law that 
allows a greater share of the 
monies to promote economic 
development on behalf of the 
citizens of Tallahatchie County, 
one of the poorest counties in 
the state of Mississippi.

Representatives of CCA, 
Tallahatchie County Board of 
Supervisors and Tallahatchie 
County Correctional Authority 
could not be reach for comment 
before press deadline.

said he met Thompson while 
working on homeland security 
issues in Washington, D.C.

He also served as a sergeant 
for the Hattiesburg Police De-
partment where he supervised 
the community relations divi-
sion, served as a field training 
officer (FTO), platoon com-
mander of the HPD Honor 
Guard, and negotiator with 
the Special Tactics and Rescue 
Team (S.T.A.R.).

Green is a member of the 
National Organization of 
Black Law Enforcement Ex-
ecutives (NOBLE) and the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP).

Lumumba noted in the spe-
cial city council meeting held 
Thursday, August 1, 2013, that 
Green worked with him on his 

transition team and showed 
that “he had a wealth of pro-
fessional experience and a 
mountain of information.” 

Speaking just before the city 
council voted, Green said he 
wanted to “work with the city 
council and mayor to affect 
some policy changes.”

Green said, “I am a product 
of the Jackson Public School 
District. I am home. I went to 
Murrah High School and to 
Jackson State University and 
was a participant in its WEB 
DuBois program. I share the 
same work ethic and passion 
as Mayor Lumumba. Jackson 
has given me so much, so now 
I have the phenomenal oppor-
tunity to return something to 
the city.”

Asked by Councilwoman 
Margaret Barrett-Simon to 

tell her more about his family, 
Green said there were many of 
them in the audience this day 
and among them his mother 
Tomie Green, senior circuit 
court judge of the Seventh 
Circuit Court District (Hinds 
County) of Mississippi. She is 
the first African-American and 
the first woman to hold that 
position.

Questions from councilmen 
included concerns for an im-
proved relationship between 
the state of Mississippi and the 
City of Jackson, the state capi-
tol, to which Green pledged 
his help to “gain ground with 
the state legislature, to bring 
the council to the table for 
budget negotiations and to re-
vamp the city’s internet pres-
ence” - which is already ap-
parent.
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The AFL-CIO, 
the largest fed-
eration of labor 
unions in the U.S., 
will hold its con-
vention in Los An-

geles in September.  Breaking 
with tradition, the AFL-CIO 
will be opening its doors to 
community-based organiza-
tions, limiting the number of 
plenary speakers, and seek-
ing to focus its resolutions on 
“action items,” such as pro-
posals that aim to produce a 
specific outcome rather than 
general statements.

In preparation for the con-
vention, “listening” meet-
ings have been held around 
the country in order to seek 
greater input from labor ac-
tivists regarding the future of 
the union movement.

The September convention 
arrives at a critical moment 
for labor unions specifically 
and workers generally. The 
attacks on unions, orchestrat-
ed by the political Right and 
their corporate allies, have 
been intense in the extreme.

Restrictions on the right to 
organize; restrictions on, if 
not the outright elimination 
of, the right to public sec-
tor collective bargaining; the 
expansion of so-called “right 

to work” laws (actually right 
to be greedy); along with the 
reorganization of global capi-
talism, have heightened the 
wealth and income gaps in 
the U.S. and in much of the 
capitalist world, and driven 
the living standard of the av-
erage worker back to a late 
1960s level (after factoring in 
inflation).

Labor unions, while resist-
ing these attacks, have had 
great difficulty accepting the 
extent to which they must 
undergo change in order to 
address the crisis they face. 
While more than half of non-
union workers would like 
to join labor unions or em-
ployee associations, they fre-
quently do not think of the la-
bor union movement as being 
a movement for anyone other 
than those already in unions.

What the unions affiliated 
with the AFL-CIO will have 
to grasp is that if they are to 
re-emerge as a vital force, 
millions of workers will need 
to see in them a vehicle in the 
fight for economic justice. If 
they are simply viewed as a 
lobby they are toast.

The challenge for the union 
movement is daunting, but 
not insurmountable. They 
must engage their own mem-
bers in a broad discussion 
about what is happening in 

the economy, not only in the 
U.S.A. but globally. They 
must tackle the manner in 
which race, ethnic and gender 
prejudices/discrimination, 
have torn workers apart to the 
benefit of the employer class.  

And more than anything 
else, they must be perceived 
as being organizations that 
are fighting on behalf of 
workers, whether those work-
ers happen to be in unions or 
not. This includes, but is not 
limited to, working to create 
a voice and vehicle for the 
unemployed, that segment of 
the population which is be-
ing cast aside by corporate 
America.

While the AFL-CIO’s pre-
convention efforts are note-
worthy, they will be meaning-
less without results. Exiting 
the convention, there will not 
only need to be powerful res-
olutions, but there will need 
to be a commitment to sub-
stantive change in the manner 
in which unions operate.

This is not a time for great 
rhetoric but timid action. 
This is a moment for au-
dacity in the face of the ar-
rogance of the rich. Unions 
risk little in forging auda-
cious change. Their very ex-
istence has been called into 
question as a result of the 
offensive that they have ex-

Terrance Wise has two jobs 
in Kansas City - one at a burger 
joint, a second at a pizza restau-
rant - but he said his paychecks 
aren’t enough to buy shoes for 
his three daughters and insure 
his 15-year-old car. So he de-
cided to draw attention to his 
plight: He walked off work in 
protest.

Wise was among a few thou-
sand fast-food workers in seven 
cities, including New York, 
Chicago and Detroit, who took 
to the streets last week, carry-
ing “Strike” and “Supersize Our 
Wages” signs in front of Mc-
Donalds, Wendy’s, Burger King 
and other restaurants. They de-
manded better pay, the right to 
unionize and a more than dou-
bling of the federal minimum 
hourly wage from $7.25 to $15.

“We work hard for companies 
that are making millions,” the 
34-year-old Wise said, adding 
that he lost his home last year, 
unable to make mortgage pay-
ments despite working about 
50-hour weeks at Pizza Hut and 
Burger King. “We’re not asking 
for the world. We want to make 
enough to make a decent liv-
ing. We deserve better. If they 
respect us and pay us and treat 
us right, it’ll lift up the whole 
economy.”

These one-day protests, which 
also took place in St. Louis, 
Milwaukee and Flint, Mich., 
came amid calls from the White 
House, some members of Con-
gress and economists to raise the 
federal minimum wage, which 
was last increased in 2009. Most 
of the proposals, though, seek 
a more modest rise than those 
urged by fast-food workers. 
President Barack Obama wants 

to boost the hourly wage to 
$9. And in July, more than 100 
economists signed a petition 
supporting a bill sponsored by a 
Florida congressman that would 
hike it to $10.50 an hour.

The restaurant industry argued 
that a $15 hourly wage could 
lead to businesses closings and 
fewer jobs. It also noted the cost 
of living varies greatly around 
the country and many states 
have higher minimum wages 
than the federal rate. (Eighteen 
states and the District of Colum-
bia, according to the National 
Conference of State Legisla-
tures.)

The Employment Policies 
Institute, which receives some 
funding from the industry, ran 
a full-page ad last week in USA 
Today, warning of another po-
tential consequence: It showed 
the uniform of a fast-food work-
er with an iPad face, saying 
the wage increase could result 
in employees being replaced 
with automation, such as touch-
screen ordering.

So at a time when the econ-
omy is growing steadily but 
slowly and about 11.5 million 
people are unemployed - nearly 
double the level before the Great 
Recession - how likely is it Con-
gress will increase the minimum 
wage? And have these protests 
done any good?

The answers depend on whom 
you ask.

“They’re very effective,” said 
U.S. Rep. Keith Ellison, a Min-
nesota Democrat and co-chair of 
the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus. “They’ve brought atten-
tion to appalling conditions with 
workers putting in very long 
hours ... and not making enough 
money to survive. This I think is 
scandal. .. We believe it’s essen-

tial to be paid livable wages. We 
know the companies can afford 
it. These are highly profitable 
businesses. It would be good not 
just for the family budget but for 
the national budget.”

Ellison’s caucus launched a 
national “Raise Up America” 
campaign this summer that has 
partnered with fast-food work-
ers and others in low-wage in-
dustries to highlight the call for 
better salaries. The congressman 
says he’s not deterred by likely 
resistance in the GOP-dominat-
ed House.

“Remember, things that don’t 
look possible become possible 
if people advocate for them,” 
he says, adding that in 1955 
someone was probably say-
ing “they’re never going to end 
segregation. ... Sometimes these 
things catch on. I think the thing 
to do is keep on pushing, keep 
on talking. ... That’s how we 
win.”

But others are more skeptical 
and think if there is a winner, it’s 
unions. The Service Employees 
International Union is provid-
ing financial support and staff 

to help train organizers for this 
campaign.

These protests show unions 
“still can appeal to and speak for 
workers who are on the fring-
es of the workforce - the less 
skilled, the part-timers and the 
immigrant workers,” Gary Chai-
son, professor of industrial rela-
tions at Clark University in Mas-
sachusetts, wrote in an email.

These still are hard times, 
people are happy to be em-
ployed and the political climate 
in the House is not conducive 
for an increase, he added. “The 
demonstrations are street theater 
and the rehabilitation of the im-
age of American unions, but it’s 
not going to drive new minimum 
wage policy,” he wrote.

Scott DeFife, executive vice 
president of the National Res-
taurant Association, called the 
protests a campaign “to dis-
parage the industry,” which he 
said operates on a tight profit 
margin. Doubling wages, he 
said, “would definitely have an 
impact on the creation of new 
jobs.” He said it would be es-
pecially harmful for young peo-

ple, for whom the jobless rate in 
some communities is already in 
the double digits.

Some fast food companies re-
sponded to the protests by say-
ing they respect the rights of 
their workers.

And some who walked out 
used the media spotlight to talk 
openly about their financial 
struggles.

Kareem Sparks, a 30-year-
old father of two boys, 6 and 
12, was laid off in 2011 from a 
$17.50-an-hour city job in New 
York. His unemployment bene-
fits ran out and he turned to food 
pantries. Five months ago, he 
found work at McDonald’s.

“I’m grateful they gave me an 
opportunity to feed my family 
and put food on the table, but 
it’s not enough,” he said. Sparks 
supplements his income with a 
second job as a security guard, 
earning about $8 an hour. To-
gether, he said, he brings home 
about $1,000-$1,100 every two 
weeks and needs food stamps to 
survive.

“It’s horrible to know when I 
pick up my (McDonalds) check, 
it’s going to be less than $200,” 
he said. “You spend all your 
money in one store and go to 
sleep broke. It’s not fair. Some 
people get their checks and 
don’t come back to work.”

The average hourly salary for 
fast-food workers was $9.00 
in May 2012, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
average age for these work-
ers is 29 years old; for women, 
it’s 32, according to the bureau. 
The restaurant association said 
its own analysis of Census data 
found that slightly more than 25 
percent of fast-food workers are 
heads of households.

Both sides in the fight over 

the minimum wage cite numer-
ous studies to buttress their ar-
guments about whether a raise 
would be harmful.

The petition signed by the 
economists says that for de-
cades, research has “found that 
no significant effects on em-
ployment opportunities result 
when the minimum wage rises 
in reasonable increments.” The 
economists also note that min-
imum-wage workers employed 
full time for the entire year earn 
$15,080, almost 20 percent be-
low the poverty level for a fam-
ily of three.

But Michael Saltsman, re-
search director at the Employ-
ment Policies Institute, cited 
another study that he said found 
raising the minimum wage was 
counterproductive - with more 
people losing than gaining be-
cause hours were reduced and 
jobs were cut.

Tessie Harrell, one of the 
workers in the middle of this 
academic debate, walked off her 
job in protest last week.

As a Burger King manager in 
Milwaukee, Harrell, 34, has to 
stretch her $8.25 hourly salary 
to support five children (a sixth 
lives on her own). They live in 
a two-bedroom apartment. Her 
mother helped out financially 
and with child care, but she has 
since moved to a nursing home.

“It’s not like we’re teens 
working for a pair of shoes or a 
cell phone,” Harrell said. “We’re 
grown adults who can’t find bet-
ter jobs.”

She would like to see some-
thing come from the protests, a 
wage improvement, even if it’s 
not $15 an hour.

“I hope it works,” she said. 
“We’re just trying to survive and 
build a life for our children.”

NATIONAL  |  OPINION

Will fast-food protests spur 
higher minimum wage?
By Sharon Cohen 
AP National Writer

FILE - Several hundred demonstrators, demanding a better minimum 
wage, march through downtown St. Louis July 30, 2013. This and protests 
around the country come amid calls from the White House, some mem-
bers of Congress and economists to raise the federal minimum wage, 
which was last increased in 2009. AP PHoTo/BELLEvILLE NEWS-DEmoCrAT, DE-
rIk HoLTmANN

“Caught Spying”
By Eric Garcia, Chicago IL, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

Labor Unions at another crossroad
O P I N I O N

N a t I O N a l

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist perienced at the hands of cor-

porate America.
Bill Fletcher, Jr. is a senior 

scholar with the Institute for 

Policy Studies, the immedi-
ate past president of TransAf-
rica Forum, and the author 
of “They’re Bankrupting Us - 

And Twenty Other Myths about 
Unions.” Follow him on Face-
book and at www.billfletcherjr.
com. 
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EDUCATION

McComb School District, along 
with twenty-five other organizations 
in Mississippi, received a Young Men 
of Color grant from the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation recently. The W.K. Kel-
logg Foundation has been partner-
ing with grantees in Mississippi for 
more than 40 years. In 2007 Kellogg 
named Mississippi a priority state and 
committed to supporting local com-
munities for at least a generation.

The McComb project, Boys of 
Distinction Striving and Thriving for 
a Better Tomorrow, will use a curric-
ular approach to improve academic 
readiness of young boys of color.  
The project will provide literacy and 
numeracy instruction to students who 
are falling behind academically by 

using summer learning experiences, 
course work and field trips. This 
project will also cultivate parent and 
educator involvement through take-
home assignments and professional 
development opportunities centered 
on multicultural education and lit-
eracy. The project’s goal is to help 
diminish and eventually eradicate 
the academic deficiencies that exist 
for black male students in McComb 
School District and beyond.

Initial implementation for the proj-
ect began with summer programs at 
Kennedy Early Childhood Center, 
Otken Elementary, and Higgins Mid-
dle School where a team of teachers 
emphasized literacy and numeracy as 
well as the arts, physical education, 
and field experiences.

Higgins Middle School imple-
mented McComb School District’s 
first Freedom School. The McComb 
director for the Boys of Distinction 
Striving and Thriving for a Better 
Tomorrow project for 2013-2014 is 
Gloria Stubbs.

For more information about the 
Boys of Distinction Project, contact 
Stubbs at, 601-684-2387.

Lori Jackson Stewart, as-
sociate director for Cam-
pus Life at Jackson State 
University, was recently 
named Advisor of the Year 
during the Royal Acad-
emy Awards ceremony at 
the 12th Annual Leader-
ship for Queens and King’s 
Konnection Conference in 
Memphis.

The Leadership for 
Queens and Kings’ Kon-
nection annual conference 
is designed to provide lead-
ership training for newly 
elected kings and queens 

at Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities and 
their advisors.

The Royal Academy 
Awards program was de-
veloped to honor HBCU 
kings and queens, and their 
advisors for outstanding 
achievements. Advisors are 
evaluated based on time of 
service, implementation of 
programs, development of 
leadership skills and abil-
ity to incorporate current 
trends and best practices.

Stewart has been the pri-
mary advisor for Miss Jack-
son State University and 

the Royal 
Court for 
three years. 
While serv-
ing as a 
p r e s e n t e r 
at the con-
f e r e n c e , 
she shared 
her profes-
sional expertise with other 
advisors during a session 
titled ‘Life as an Advisor.’

Jackson State University 
was one of 40 HBCUs that 
participated in the three-
day conference held at the 
Peabody Hotel.

McComb School District receives grant 
from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation

JSU’s Lori Stewart named Advisor 
of the Year at national conferenceThe Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

CSLC summer program participants enjoying SPARK - Sports, Play and Active Recreation for Kids PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF CSLCCSLC’s 2013 summer program participants with Trustmark representatives and CSLC staff and volunteers

Young Amer Nasser (right) showing his project to the class and teach-
er assistant Latannica Friar (left)

2013 CSLC Spelling Bee participants competing for cash prizes

Dancers in the summer program prepare to perform

Coach Crenshaw giving instruction to CSLC/STARS basketball camp 
participants

Entergy, a contributing sponsor, and its Account Service Manager 
Jean Jacobs played a money game with summer participants

Trustmark Bank’s Ridgeland representatives Angie Steadman and Ta-
mara Wince sharing kid-friendly financial infomation

Stewart
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LEXINGTON - As students 
head back to school across 
the state of Mississippi, 53 of 
them in Holmes County can 
say they had a fun and enrich-
ing summer that also enhanced 
their lives academically.

Recent raw data from 
pre- and post-tests adminis-
tered during the Community 
Students Learning Center’s 

(CSLC) Summer Youth Pro-
gram indicated that the ma-
jority of the students showed 
academic improvement in 
reading, math and language af-
ter the six-week summer pro-
gram.

“We were so excited to 
serve these students and their 
parents,” said CSLC Proj-
ect Director Gail M. Brown. 
“Not only did many of them 

improved academically but 
also gained knowledge in the 
arts through a play and a brief 
lesson on Shakespeare.” They 
were also taught their names in 
French. 

Grade levels ranged from 
Kindergarten to 12th. Physi-
cal fitness through the SPARK 
- Sports, Play and Active Rec-
reation for Kids - curriculum, 
gymnastics, stepping, in-door 

tennis and praise dance were 
among their favorite activates. 
Older students participated 
in a teen pregnancy preven-
tion class, using the “Sex Can 
Wait” curriculum.

CSLC Executive Director 
and cofounder Beulah Greer 
stated: “We are so grateful to 
our contributing sponsors, in-
kind contributors, concerned 
citizens and everyone for help-

ing us to make the program 
possible for our children.”

Contributing sponsors in-
cluded BankPlus, Holmes 
County Bank, Entergy, David 
Rule, Attorney Fred Clark, 
Henry Luckett, and Merdis  
Anderson. “We also appreciate 
Entergy representative Jean 
Jacobs, Trustmark represen-
tatives Angie Steadman and 
Tamara Wince, and our very 

own board member Lisa Gilm-
ore for taking time out of their 
busy schedule to serve as pre-
senters to the students,” said 
Greer.

CSLC is a non-profit 501 (c) 
(3) organization and a Missis-
sippi Charity in good stand-
ing with the Better Business 
Bureau. For more information 
about its programs, call (662) 
834-0905.

CSLC Summer Youth Program a huge 
success academically, enriching lives 
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Graeme D. Campbell, a gradu-
ate of Murrah High School, quali-
fied for the National AP Scholar 
Award. The award is presented 
to students scoring an average of 
4 or higher on a five-point scale 
on all AP exams taken, and scores 
of 4 or higher on eight or more of 
these exams.

In all, 16 JPS high school stu-
dents earned AP Scholar Awards 
based on their exceptional 
achievement on AP exams that 
were administered in May 2013.

These students from Forest 
Hill, Jim Hill and Murrah, have 
demonstrated their preparation 
for college. By earning qualifying 
scores on the AP exams, these stu-
dents may earn college credit and/
or advanced placement in college.

Graham B. Arinder of Jim 

Hill and Mary M. 
Spooner of Mur-
rah qualified for the 
AP Scholar with 
Distinction Award. 
These students 
earned an average 
score of at least 3.5 
on all AP exams 
taken, and scores of 
3 or higher on five 
or more of these ex-
ams.

Three Murrah 
students, Stephen 
T. Barnes, Austin J. 
Bowley, and Em-
ily C. Gill, qualified 
for the AP Scholar 
with Honor Award. 
They each earned 
an average score of 
at least 3.25 on all 
AP exams taken, 

and scores of 3 or higher on four 
or more of these exams.

Ten JPS students earned the 
AP Scholar award by complet-
ing three or more AP exams with 
scores of 3 or higher. These stu-
dents are:

Gabrielle A. Teague, Forest Hill
Timothy J. Demus, Murrah
Austin M. Finney, Murrah
Melanie R. Groves, Murrah
Khari M. Johnson, Murrah
Jarrett R. McElroy, Murrah
Stephen M. Setzer, Murrah
Arielle Wallace, Murrah
Andrea L. Washington, Murrah
Judson A. Womack, Murrah
Other students scoring a 3 or 

higher on at least one AP exam 
are:

Joseph M. Araujo
Courtland Brown
Nathan Campbell

Raymond N. Carter
Veronica R. Crawford
Kimberly Davidow
James T. Davis
Melvin Davis
Aysha Evans
Monquez O. Ford
Jaylon George
Emily Gomez
Briana I. Griffin
Jessica Hackett
Marquis S. Hedge
Jacqueline T. Holifield
Amara Knott
Emily T. Luckett
Christopher Washington
Doressa Williams
Kristen Williams
About the College Board’s Ad-

vanced Placement Program
The College Board’s Advanced 

Placement Program provides will-
ing and academically prepared 
students with the opportunity 
to take college courses in high 
school. Students may earn col-
lege credit, advanced placement, 
or both for making high scores 
on the AP exams. The College 
Board recognizes several levels 
of achievement based on students’ 
exam scores.

The College Board is a mis-
sion-driven not-for-profit orga-
nization that connects students 
to college success and opportu-
nity. Each year, the College Board 
helps more than seven million stu-
dents prepare for college through 
its college readiness programs. 
The organization also serves the 
education community through re-
search and advocacy on behalf of 
students, educators, and schools.

To learn more from the JPS 
Office of Advanced Academics, 
please call (601) 960-8310.

Jackson Public Schools 
hosted a ceremony for 24 
high school graduates July 
24, 2013. Family and friends 
beamed as graduates filed into 
the Provine High School audi-
torium.

Rev. Marek Walker, a teach-
er at Provine and Pastor of 
Cherry Grove Church, deliv-
ered the keynote address. Dr. 
Cedrick Gray, JPS Superin-
tendent, and Timothy Collins, 
Board Secretary, were present 
to congratulate the graduates. 
Summer School Principal Dr. 
Gloria McKennedy-Johnson 
awarded diplomas.

Students from all seven JPS 
high schools completed grad-
uation requirements through 
the Summer School program.

JPS graduates earn AP 
Scholar Awards - one earns 
National Scholar Recognition 

JPS hosts Summer 
Commencement Ceremony

Campbell

Jeremy Mallet of Murrah High School makes his way to the stage after 
hearing his name called as a graduate.

Montrel Brown and Chantellos McNair of Forest Hill High School are all smiles as they make their way to the 
stage to receive their diplomas.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Link Newswire

J P S  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
First Day of School 
for Students
Nearly 30,000 students are expected to start 
the First Day of School Thursday, August 8, 
2013. JPS parents and students may call the 
“Superintendent’s First Day Hotline” at (601) 
960-2781 from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 8 and Friday, August 9 for information 
and assistance. Also, the community is invited 
to follow Dr. Cedrick Gray on Twitter on the first 
day of school as he tours several of the district’s 
schools.

JSU’s Cruising the 
Community Ride for Kids
Cruising the Community, a 1.2-mile ride for 
kids, takes place Saturday, August 24, 2013, 

at JSU. Gordon from Sesame Street will be 
there. The event includes free health screen-
ings, free food, and a helmet giveaway. 
Online registration is available. For more 
information contact Heather Wilcox, (601) 
979-5828

9th Annual Dads 
of Destiny Conference
The 9th Annual Dads of Destiny Confer-
ence will be held Thursday, August 29, 
2013, at the JSU E-center located at 1230 
Raymond Road. The program begins at 
5:45 p.m. The conference features com-
plimentary dinner, door prizes, and other 
giveaways. The event is free and planned 
exclusively for JPS fathers, grandfathers, 
uncles and male role models. 

JPS School Registration
Registration is underway for the 2013-
2014 school year. Parents must regis-
ter new students at the Office of Pupil 
Placement. Returning students must 
be registered at their last school. Stu-
dents entering sixth or ninth grade 
must be registered at the middle or 
high school in their zone. Students ac-
cepted into magnet schools and spe-
cial programs should be registered at 
those schools.

JPS Transportation 
Changes
In an effort to work more efficiently, 
JPS school buses will no longer de-
viate from their regular routes. JPS 

school buses will not pick up or drop off 
students at locations other than their 
home addresses. This includes after 
school programs and daycare centers. 
However, buses will provide transpor-
tation to special programs, like APAC, 
International Baccalaureate, and Mon-
tessori. 

JPS Meal Prices to Increase
Full-priced meals for students and 
adults will increase in 2013-2014. 
Lunch meals for students will increase 
from $2.00 to $2.25. Adult breakfasts 
will increase from $1.75 to $2.00. The 
prices of free and reduced meals will 
not increase. For more information, 
call JPS Food Services at 601-960-
8910.
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HEALTH

WASHINGTON - Donna Heller 
thought she had cancer. But multi-
ple visits to the doctor after a month 
with debilitating nausea and diar-
rhea didn’t yield any answers. Con-
vinced she was dying, she met with 
her lawyer to get her will in order.

Then she saw a television report 
about an outbreak of cyclospora 
possibly linked to bagged salad 
mix. The stomach illness matched 
all her symptoms and is easily 
treatable with antibiotics. She told 
her doctor she suspected that could 
be the cause, and tests showed she 
was right.

“It went so long and nobody 
was able to give me answers,” 
said Heller, a 54-year-old teacher 
in Crowley, Texas. “It didn’t seem 
like anybody wanted to take you 
serious because there are so many 
stomach problems that resemble 
each other.”

A mysterious outbreak of the 
parasitic illness usually found 
abroad is growing, with more than 
400 confirmed cases in 16 states. 
FDA officials said Aug. 2 they had 
discovered the source of some of 
the illnesses, but not all of them. 
The agency said that the illnesses 
from Iowa and Nebraska are linked 
to salad mix from a Mexican farm 
that was served at Olive Garden 
and Red Lobster restaurants. Those 
make up around half of the cases.

The rest of the illnesses - many 

of them in Texas - are still a mys-
tery, state and federal officials say.

The source of this outbreak has 
proved particularly hard to trace. 
Doctors have to test specifically for 
cyclospora and many don’t because 
it is relatively rare. So they may not 
order the correct tests, at least not 
at first. The parasite is so tiny that 
it’s often difficult to confirm that a 
person has the illness, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Tests often have to be 
repeated with fresh samples.

Heller said initial tests from her 
doctor showed up as inconclusive, 
but she later received a call from 
the CDC telling her she definitely 
had the illness.

Doctors or labs may not notify 
state health departments as quickly 
as they would for a more common 
foodborne illness like salmonella. 
And there are different rules in 
different states about whether cy-
clospora has to be reported to fed-
eral health authorities.

All those obstacles are making 
it harder for state and federal offi-
cials. It also means there are prob-
ably many people who have the 
disease and don’t know it.

The illness is rare - roughly 150 
cases are reported in the United 
States annually. Scientists only 
identified it in the early 1990s.

In comparison, there are tens of 
thousands of lab-confirmed cases 
of salmonella food poisoning in 
this country each year, and officials 
believe there are hundreds of thou-

sands more that are not confirmed.
The cyclospora parasite is native 

to the tropics and tends to come 
into the United States on imported 
produce. For example, Guatemalan 
raspberries were the source of five 
outbreaks in Canada and the Unit-
ed States in the late 1990s. Two 
of those outbreaks involved more 
than 1,000 illnesses each, said Ynes 
Ortega, a cyclospora expert at the 
University of Georgia.

Officials say part of the problem 
is that the disease takes a week on 
average to show up, and diagnosis 
has often been delayed, making it 
hard for victims to remember what 
they ate.

CDC spokeswoman María-
Belén Moran said the agency also 
is interviewing people who aren’t 
sick as controls to get more infor-
mation on eating patterns, as well 
as lab testing foods that they sus-
pect.

For its part, the FDA says it has 
a 21-person team in its Maryland 
headquarters and specialists in 10 
field offices across the country 
working to identify the source of 
the outbreak.

Food often goes through several 
stops - potentially in several coun-
tries - before it reaches a grocery 
cart, and trying to trace it is “labor-
intensive and painstaking work, 
requiring the collection, review and 
analysis of hundreds and at times 
thousands of invoices and shipping 
documents,” the FDA said.

Heller said she doesn’t know 
what food might have caused her 
illness, but she said she was eating 
out a lot near her home 13 miles 
south of Fort Worth around the 
time she fell ill in late June.

She said she finally went on the 
correct antibiotics and is starting to 
feel better, though her symptoms 
aren’t gone completely. She said the 
illness has taken an emotional toll.

Pitt reported from Des Moines, 
Iowa. AP Medical Writer Mike Sto-
bbe contributed to this report.

WASHINGTON - Just 
eight weeks remain before 
uninsured Americans can 
start shopping online for 
subsidized health insurance 
under the president’s over-
haul.

Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Kathleen 
Sebelius said consum-
ers can now go online to 
healthcare.gov and create 
personal accounts by es-
tablishing a username and 
password.

Serious shopping will 
have to wait until sometime 
in September, when details 
on insurance plans and pre-
miums offered in local ar-
eas become available.

The new online insur-
ance marketplaces will be 
geared to people who don’t 
have coverage through their 
jobs.

Open enrollment starts 
Oct. 1, and insurance ben-
efits take effect Jan. 1.

Sebelius also said she 
doesn’t mind if people call 
it “Obamacare” - if that 
helps getting the uninsured 
signed up.

Cause of stomach 
illness difficult to detect

‘Obamacare’ 
enrollment 
launch just 
8 weeks 
away
The Associated Press

   Lung cancer is the most deadly and 
most preventable of all cancers.  The 
leading cause of U.S. cancer deaths 
in both men and women is lung 
cancer, which is primarily caused 
by smoking, and responsible for 85 
to 90 percent of lung cancer cases.  
Exposure to radon, asbestos and 
secondhand smoke are other leading 
causes.  Because patients typically 
show no signs of lung cancer in 
the early stages, treatment is often 
delayed until the disease reaches 
and advanced stage.  A new cough 
is the most common symptom of 
lung cancer.  Other signs include 
a worsening smoker’s cough, 
coughing up blood, chest pain, and 
shortness of breath, new wheezing, 
repeated episodes of pneumonia or 

bronchitis, or hoarseness lasting 
longer than two weeks.
   Many cancers exhibit few, if any, 
symptoms until well advanced.  
Advanced diagnostic tools help 
doctors detect cancer in its early 
stages this is when treatment is most 
effective and with fewer side effects.  
At THE MISSISSIPPI CANCER 
INSTITUTE, we offer cutting-edge 
treatment options for cancers of the 
lung and all other sites.  We offer 
chemotherapy and radiation therapy 
all under one roof at our state-of-the-
art cancer center.  We are right here 
when you need us at 1501 Aston 
Avenue, McComb.  Please call 601-
249-5510 to discuss your therapy 
treatment options. “Going Further, So 
You Don’t Have To.”

LUNG CANCER

By Mary Clare Jalonick 
And David Pitt 
Associated Press

Tips to avoid the ‘Freshman 15’
(StatePoint) Trying to avoid the dreaded “Freshman 
15” weight gain? While college is an adjustment, it 
doesn’t have to mean an adjustment in your pants 
size.

In fact, the Freshman 15 is a myth. Freshman stu-
dents gain only 2.5 to 3.5 pounds on average dur-
ing their first year in college, according to a recent 
study published in Social Science Quarterly. But be 
advised, the same study finds that college students 
do gain moderate but steady weight during and after 
college.

So stay vigilant about diet and exercise. 

Be Prepared
“Stress, anxiety and homesickness can all lead to 
overeating.” warns registered dietitian nutritionist, 
Kristi King, spokesperson with the Academy of Nu-
trition and Dietetics.

Before you snack, ask yourself why you’re doing so. 
If stress, anxiety or sadness is a factor, take a study 
break to chat with friends or go on a walk.

Smart Snacks
Late nights and stress can lead to bingeing, so 
don’t keep junk food on hand. Instead, stock healthy 
snacks that combine protein and carbohydrates. 

Don’t Skip Breakfast
“Breakfast wakes up the metabolism and provides 
energy to the brain and muscles for the day’s activi-
ties,” said King. “People who eat breakfast tend to 
eat less throughout the day.”

King recommends that breakfast be quick and com-
bine carbohydrates and some protein to help keep 
students feeling full. Good options include whole-
grain toast with peanut butter, a low-fat granola bar 
and fruit, or a whole-wheat tortilla with hummus and 
an apple.

Cafeteria 101
The dining hall can be a friend or foe. There may be 
high-calorie foods and oversized portions, but most 
universities provide nutritious options too. Opt for 
foods that are baked, broiled, steamed, grilled or 
roasted, while steering clear of foods that are but-
tered, fried or swimming in cream sauce.

When filling your plate at the cafeteria, consider fol-
lowing the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s MyPlate 
guidelines.

Alcohol
“Alcohol is readily available and can pack on the 
pounds quickly if you’re not careful,” warned King.

For students over 21, King recommends light beer 
and avoiding drinks mixed with regular soft drinks 
or sugary juices.  When drinking, alternate a glass of 
water between alcoholic beverages. You’ll consume 
less alcohol and fewer calories.

Exercise
Regular exercise pays dividends, helping control 
weight, improve one’s mood and control stress.

Many universities have excellent fitness centers 
available for students, but you don’t have to become 
a gym rat to stay fit. Instead of taking the bus or driv-
ing to class, walk or ride your bike.

Get Help
If you’d like help creating a healthy meal plan, or 
want tips for controlling weight, check to see if your 
university offers nutrition counseling services. Reg-
istered dietitian nutritionists are food and nutrition 
experts, and they can help you ace your health goals.

Going to college means adjusting to a new lifestyle. 
Don’t let the changes get the better of your health 
and wellness.

More tips to maintain a healthy weight your fresh-
man year and beyond can be found at www.eatright.
org.
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As announced August 6, 
2013, the Mississippi Board 
of Education agreed that the 
state superintendent of edu-
cation should serve on the 
Mississippi Charter School 
Authorizer Board. Dr. Lynn 
J. House serves as interim su-
perintendent until such time 
the board names a new state 
superintendent.

Regarding Mississippi 
Public Schools and what they 
must do to stay competitive, 
House wrote on the MS De-
partment of Education web-
site: When an Olympic high 
jumper wants to reach new 
heights, he doesn’t leave the 
bar where it is and expect to 
meet that goal. To be compet-
itive with other high jumpers, 
he must raise the bar.

That’s what Common Core 
State Standards will do, ex-
plained House. They will set 
a high - yet reachable - bar 
for Mississippi students. 
They will ensure that Missis-
sippi’s children are equipped 
with the knowledge and skills 
needed to thrive in both col-
lege and career and compete 
in a global economy.

These standards are not 
federally mandated. But Mis-
sissippi, along with 45 other 
states, voluntarily adopted 
the standards. The state has 
never relinquished control 
of public education to the 
federal government, and lo-
cal school boards retain their 
same level of authority as 
they had prior to the adoption 
of the standards in 2010.

House said the standards 
were developed by a thought-
ful and transparent process 
led by the National Gov-
ernors Association (NGA) 
and Council for Chief State 

School Officers 
(CCSSO). The pro-
cess relied on teach-
ers, experts from 
across the country 
(including Mis-
sissippians), and 
feedback from key 
stakeholders and the 
general public. 

NGA and CCS-
SO received nearly 
10,000 comments in 
response to the draft 
standards, which 
were incorporated 
into the final stan-
dards. Before the 
Mississippi Board 
of Education ad-
opted the standards, 
they were discussed 
in various public fo-
rums and released for public 
comment as part of the Ad-
ministrative Procedures Act 
process. 

Common Core draws from 
the best existing education 
practices in the country and is 
benchmarked to the top per-
forming nations around the 
world, ensuring that Missis-
sippi’s students are well pre-
pared to compete with their 
peers abroad for the jobs of 
the future. 

Mississippi students will 
be held to the same high 
standards that are in place 
in Florida, North Carolina, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
and Louisiana. According to 
House, “No longer will our 
students’ academic oppor-
tunities be hindered by their 
ZIP code.”

House said the standards 
reflect the real-world expec-
tations of what is necessary 
for students to succeed in 
postsecondary education and 
the workforce, including crit-

ical-thinking, problem solv-
ing, and effective communi-
cation skills.

By adopting these stan-
dards, Mississippi will be on 
track with national college 
and career readiness exams. 
The nation currently moni-
tors the math and English 
language arts achievement 
of a sample of 4th, 8th, and 
12th graders on the National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP). That exam 
is closely correlated to Com-
mon Core standards. Also, 
the ACT exam is being re-
vised to reflect the standards.

The standards are not a cur-
riculum but are a set of goals 
that outline what students 
should be able to know and 
do in each grade in English 
and math. Decisions about 
how to teach the standards, 
such as curriculum, tools, 
materials and textbooks, are 
left to local decision-makers 
who know their students 
best. 
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For the second time in 30 
days, employees at Habitat for 
Humanity/Metro Jackson ar-
rived at work Monday, August 
5, 2013 to find the non-profit 
organization’s equipment van 
vandalized. This time more 
than $3,000 in equipment was 
damaged or stolen.

In both incidents, thieves 
climbed over or cut through 
the 6½ ft. high wire fence 
(with barbs at the top) around 
the HFH/MJ property at 615 
Stonewall St. The first time, 
a rear window in the equip-
ment van was broken to allow 
entry. The second time, the 
right passenger window was 
smashed and the hood was 
damaged.

The commercial van was 
donated in 2011 to HFH/MJ 
by the Nissan plant in Canton, 
a longtime supporter of HFH/
MJ. The van is taken to Habi-

tat build sites to provide easy 
access for volunteers and staff 
to equipment and materials.

Items taken include an air 
compressor, nail guns, tools 
and supplies. The cost of re-
placing these items and re-
pairing the fence and van will 
exceed $5,000.

To prevent a re-occurrence 
of these incidents, the non-
profit is also looking into 
updating the security system 
and building a ramp so the 
commercial van will fit in the 
warehouse and can be secured 
in the facility at night and on 
weekends.

These adjustments will cost 
an estimated $5,000, for a 
total loss to HFH/MJ of ap-
proximately $10,000. Both 
incidents have been reported 
to the Jackson Police Depart-
ment, and HFH/MJ is cooper-
ating with JPD in the investi-
gation.

“We appreciate any infor-

mation from the community 
in helping the Jackson Po-
lice Department to identify 
and arrest these criminals,” 
said Cindy Griffin, execu-
tive director of HFH/MJ. 
“Meanwhile, we are in need 
of and appreciative of dona-
tions from the community 
for these unexpected expen-
ditures. While our business 
offices continue to be secure, 
the parameter of our building 
needs additional security and 
upgrades to the security sys-
tem.”

Habitat for Humanity/Met-
ro Jackson has been serving 
the metro Jackson commu-
nity for 27 years, helping low 
income families secure af-
fordable, decent housing and 
brighter futures. 

To learn more about its mis-
sion and role in the commu-
nity or to make a donation, 
visit www.habitatjackson.org 
or call 601-353-6060.

Gov. Phil Bryant appointed 
three members to the Missis-
sippi Charter School Autho-
rizer Board August 5, 2013. 
The board is responsible for 
approving and overseeing 
public charter schools in Mis-
sissippi. Each of the gover-
nor’s appointees represents 
a Mississippi Supreme Court 
District, and each will serve 
a four-year term beginning 
September 1.

Johnny Franklin will repre-
sent Supreme Court District 
1, Chris Wilson for Supreme 
Court District 2 and Krystal 
Cormack for Supreme Court 
District 3.

“At the close of this leg-
islative session, I signed my 
Education Works measures 
into law, launching powerful 
education reform momentum 
in Mississippi,” Bryant said. 
“These policies will benefit 
students of all ages by target-
ing improvements in literacy, 
teacher quality, college and 
career readiness, early child-
hood education and school 
choice.

“We are raising the bar for 
all public schools, and that 
includes allowing families 
to choose the best possible 
education for their children. 
Charter schools will provide 
new opportunities in Missis-
sippi, and the members of this 
authorizing board will play 
an important role in establish-

ing successful public charter 
schools in our state.”

The seven-member autho-
rizing board was established 
earlier this year when the 
governor enacted House Bill 
369, the Mississippi Charter 
Schools Act. Under the law, 
which is part of Bryant’s Edu-
cation Works agenda, the au-
thorizing board can approve 
up to 15 qualified public char-
ter school applications each 
fiscal year.

Applications to locate a 
public charter school within 
the boundaries of a school 
district rated A, B or C by 
the Mississippi Department 
of Education must receive 
majority support from the lo-
cal school board. The charter 
board is also responsible for 
overseeing charter school op-
erations and deciding whether 
to renew or revoke charter 
contracts. 

The appointments will be 
brought before the Missis-
sippi Senate for confirmation 
during the 2014 regular legis-
lative session. The appointees 
are:

Johnny Franklin began his 
career in 1967 as a teacher 
and coach at Warren Central 
High School. He later served 
the Warren County School 
District as principal of Warren 
Central Junior High School, 
principal of Warren Central 
High School and assistant su-
perintendent for instruction 

for the district. He also served 
as assistant superintendent 
for instruction for the Clinton 
Public School District. 

Franklin was the inaugural 
director of the Mississippi 
School for Mathematics and 
Science and the director of 
the Office of Instructional 
Development for the Missis-
sippi Department of Educa-
tion. From 1998-2001, he 
directed special projects and 
the Center for Educational 
Analysis for the Public Edu-
cation Forum of Mississippi, 
a non-partisan education pol-
icy research group under the 
Mississippi Economic Coun-
cil.

Franklin also served as 
principal of New Summit 
School from 2003-2006, 
leading K-12 students en-
countering academic difficul-
ties. Most recently, he served 
as education policy adviser 
to Governors Phil Bryant and 
Haley Barbour. He holds an 
associate degree from Hinds 
Community College and a 
bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion and a master’s degree 
in education administration 
from Mississippi College.

Franklin said, “Our state is 
turning a new page in public 
education policy, and I am 
excited to help bring new 
opportunities to Mississippi 
children and their families. I 
look forward to working with 
the other board members to 

accomplish this goal.”
Franklin also completed 

doctoral studies in educa-
tion leadership at Mississippi 
State University. He and his 
wife Carol Ann Franklin live 
in Bolton. They have five 
daughters and five grandchil-
dren.

Chris Wilson is a native 
and resident of Laurel and is 
the managing partner of First 
Choice, LLC, a real estate 
brokerage and development 
firm that he founded in 1974. 
He is former director at large 
and president of the Missis-
sippi Association of Realtors 
and is a charter member of the 
Mississippi Commercial As-
sociation of Realtors.

Wilson has served the Jones 
County Economic Develop-
ment Authority for many 
years and was chairman of 
the education task force from 
2008-2012. In 2008, he initi-
ated the Jones County Educa-
tion Symposium to increase 
awareness about the impor-

tance of quality public edu-
cation. He also secured and 
managed grant funding to 
launch the JCJC Math League, 
an 8-county high school math 
competition hosted by Jones 
County Junior College.

He is a graduate of Laurel 
Public Schools and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in math-
ematics from Mississippi 
State University. He and his 
wife Holland Thompson Wil-
son have one daughter, Eliza-
beth Wilson Harris. “There is 
hardly a problem we face in 
Mississippi that cannot be ad-
dressed and eventually over-
come with improved educa-
tion,” Wilson said.

Krystal Cormack is an edu-
cator and classroom teacher. 
A resident of Clarksdale, 
Cormack began her career as 
a fourth grade teacher with 
Teach for America at Jon-
estown Elementary and led 
her students to two years of 
reading growth.

From 2007-2012, she 

served as managing director 
of alumni affairs for Teach 
for America, where she es-
tablished the regional mission 
for TFA and coached TFA 
alumni in school leadership 
positions. Most recently Cor-
mack served as lead teacher 
at Crenshaw Elementary for 
the Barksdale Reading Insti-
tute, where she manages cur-
riculum and teaches reading 
and language arts to fourth 
and fifth grade students.

She holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in communications and 
broadcast journalism from the 
University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign and a master’s 
degree in elementary educa-
tion from Delta State Uni-
versity in Cleveland, Miss. 
Cormack and her husband Mi-
chael Cormack Jr. are expect-
ing their third child. She said, 
“The students of Mississippi 
are capable of great things, 
and I consider it a great hon-
or to be able to advocate for 
them in this capacity.”

Peggy Hampton showing passenger window damage caused by vandals on the Habitat for Humanity van.

Habitat for Humanity/Metro Jackson 
property burglarized twice in 30 days

Gov. Bryant names members 
to Charter School Board
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Board of Education 
agrees state superintendent 
to serve on charter board
The Associated Press
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School year 
2013-2014 is 
here! Can you 
believe it? Sum-
mer vacations 
have come to a 
close for our K-

12th graders across the state 
of Mississippi. Wow! June 
and July are gone and as my 
son puts it - so is the carefree 
life. Of course you know my 
thoughts about that - “to be a 
teenager again.”

I know, I ask you a series 
of question every year in June 
about your summer plans, and 
this year was no exception. 
However I will admit, these 
questions are really for those 
who have positions that allow 
them more flexibility during the 
summer months. Questions such 
as: Where did the summer go?  
Did you have time to do all of 
the things that you had planned?  
Did you visit relatives, go to 
your special vacation place, sit 
back and read that book?

I know, not everyone has the 
summer off and not everyone 
wants it off but there is some-
thing that everyone should want 
to do: visit a House of Worship. 
Whether you chose to travel for 
a week, a weekend, a day, or not 
at all - I pray that worship was 
a consistent item on your sum-
mer’s list of things to do.

The Bible tells us that our 
Lord always found a place to 
worship on the Sabbath as noted 
in Luke 4:16 - “And He came 
to Nazareth where He had been 
brought up; and, as His custom 
was, He went into the syna-
gogue on the Sabbath day…”

This bible verse is not to 
be considered only when you 
are away from home but at all 
times.  Yes, summer travel 

can take you away from what 
you know, but a commitment to 
worship is what we all should 
know and never steer away 
from.

My son’s logic of the care-
free life is a wonderful one 
but remember, life itself is not 
possible without God. So, re-
gardless of where we are, we 
should be in His presence. 
Regardless of what was/is 
on your agenda: you should 
always thank God and give 
Him praise. Remember, it is 
because of His goodness that 
all things are possible and His 
goodness allows you to do so 
many wonderful things.

Because of God’s goodness, 
please stop to celebrate His 
Holy name. Remember what-
ever you do, nothing is possible 
without Him.

Because of God’s good-
ness, countless blessings are 
bestowed upon each and every 
one of us. Because of God’s 
goodness, we serve as vessels 
moving through life, taking us 
where God leads us to share His 
message of love and salvation.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your good 
news and the news of your place 
of worship and visit.

As always, we ask that you let 
us help you to communicate the 
good news of our Lord.  Isaiah 
52:7a reads, “What a beauti-
ful sight it is to see messengers 
coming with good news!”

So, before, during and af-
ter your travels away or within 
your community, share the news 
of your places of worship with 
others and take a moment to 
find out more about what God is 
doing for others.

The King James Version of 
Isaiah 52:7b reads, “Your God 
reigns.” His presence is every-
where and so should the news of 
His love for all of His children.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Mis-
sissippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorFacts for Christian teenagers 
returning to school

Fashion for back to school 
and the Christian teen

1. You are not alone.
As you walk into the doors 

of your school remember the 
words of God to you, “’Never 
will I leave you never will I 
forsake you.’ So we say with 
confidence, ‘The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can mere mortals do to 
me?’” Hebrews 13:5,6.

Don’t be afraid of being 
beat up by bullies or criti-
cized by cliques. Why? The 
King of Kings is with you. 
The one who gives the bul-
lies breath is holding your 
hand as you walk the hall-
ways of your school. So en-
ter your school with a holy, 
humble confidence that God 
goes with you (because he 
does.)

2. “Do your best. Forget 
the rest.”

Tony Horton, the physical 
fitness guru who developed 
P90X, uses this mantra over 
and over in his workout rou-
tines to encourage his ex-
hausted subjects to just do 
their best. He tells them to 
take a break from the exer-
cises if they need to but to 
make sure they are pushing 
to do their very best without 

losing form. The results are 
amazin. You’ve probably 
seen the before and after pic-
tures of those who’ve com-
pleted P90X on their always-
on-some-station television 
informercials. How did they 
get those results? They did 
their best.

I use this same reminder 
with my kids (who struggle 
a little in math.) I constantly 
remind them to do their very 
best and to concentrate un-
til the light turns on. To be 
honest, I can tolerate a lot 
of things as a dad but I can’t 

tolerate slacking or a lack of 
effort. If the effort is there 
then almost any skill or sub-
ject can be learned and even 
mastered through sustained 
effort. 

You are the Lord’s repre-
sentative at your school. So 
do your best and forget the 
rest. Remember that the ul-
timate “teacher” you’ll give 
an account to (as will I) is Je-
sus Christ so, “Whatever you 
do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human masters, 
since you know that you will 

receive an inheritance from 
the Lord as a reward. It is 
the Lord Christ you are serv-
ing.” Colossians 3:23,24

Why do your best to get 
the best grades possible? 
Because it is the Lord Christ 
you are serving.

3. You have a mission to 
accomplish.

You are not just at school 
to go to school. As a Chris-
tian you are at school to go 
on a mission trip. Every 
teen-filled table in the school 
cafeteria is a mission field 
that needs the good news of 
Jesus.

Jesus said, “Go and make 
Disciples of all nations…” in 
Matthew 28:19. This cause 
applies to you as you seek 
to reach your friends and 
acquaintances with the good 
news of Jesus. It applies 
as you seek to make more 
friends with the hope of in-
troducing them to your best 
friend, Jesus Christ.

So, as you head back 
to school, go with these 
thoughts in mind. Begin to 
pray with and brainstorm 
with your Christian friends 
so that together you can 
take your school for Jesus 
Christ.

Fashion is a big part of any 
Christian teen’s life. Yet, just 
as in every other part of our 
lives, discernment is impor-
tant. Many fashion magazines 
promote low cut blouses and 
dresses alongside revealing 
skirts and shorts. While many 
Christian teens want to be 
fashionable, they also want 
to be modest. So, what advice 
does the Bible offer about 
modesty and how can it be 
applied to today’s fashion?

As a Christian your behav-
ior sets the tone for how oth-
ers see you and your faith. 
Being modest in your appear-
ance is just as great a witness 
to those around you as your 
words. 

One issue many non-Chris-
tians have with believers is 

that they tend to be hypo-
critical. If you are preaching 
purity and modesty to oth-
ers while wearing revealing 
clothes you may be seen as a 
hypocrite. By being modest 
you allow people to see your 
inner faith rather than your 
outer appearance.

1 Peter 2:12 - “Be careful 
to live properly among your 
unbelieving neighbors. Then 
even if they accuse you of do-
ing wrong, they will see your 
honorable behavior, and they 
will give honor to God when 
he judges the world.” (NLT)

Discernment is always nec-
essary when shopping for 
clothes. One way to discern 
if an outfit is modest is to ask 
yourself why you are buying 
it. Is it something you like 
or is it designed to draw at-
tention to yourself? Are you 

buying the outfit to attract the 
opposite sex? What type of 
attention are you seeking?

Remember, it is not Chris-
tian to tempt others through 
your dress, so if it is some-
thing revealing or you find 
that people are getting the 
wrong impression through 
your clothing then it may be 
good to evaluate that piece 
with a discerning heart. There 
is plenty of great clothing 
available for Christian teens 
that is both modest and fash-
ionable. It is not a sin to like 
nice clothes, but it is a sin 
when that desire for fashion 
becomes more important than 
your faith.

1 Peter 3:3-4 - “Your beau-
ty should not come from 
outward adornment, such as 
braided hair and the wear-
ing of gold jewelry and fine 

clothes. Instead, it should be 
that of your inner self, the un-
fading beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which is of great 
worth in God’s sight.” (NIV)

By Greg Stier
Christian Post Guest Columnist

By Kelli Mahoney 
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Holy Temple Missionary Baptist Church, 5077 Cabiniss Circle, Jackson, 
will host its Annual Bringing Brothers To Christ: From the Streets to Salvation 
Men’s Conference, Thursday and Saturday, August 8 and 10. Thursday’s 7 
p.m. service will be Worship Night for everyone. The featured speaker will 
be Elder Brad Knight of Pilgrim Rest M. B. Church, Brandon. On Saturday, 
registration and a continental breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m. Workshops 
will be held between 9 a.m.-11 a.m. Presenters will include: Minister Lamont 
Adams of Pilgrim Rest, Brandon; Elder Anthony Friday of New Jerusalem 
C.O.G.I.C., Jackson; and Pastor Greg Divinity of New Vineyard, Jackson.  
The Women’s Ministry will host its 2013 God’s Chosen Women Conference 
“Women of Excellence:  Recognizing Who You Are” Friday-Sunday, August 
23 – 25, 2013. Opening Night Praise and Worship guest speaker will be Rev. 
Debra Divinity of New Vineyard Church, Jackson. Panel discussions and 
workshops will take place Saturday, at 8 a.m. Speakers will include Proph-
etess Sandra Dennis, Jessica Pickett, Evangelist Voncele Savage, along 
with the JPD Crimes Against Persons Representatives and end with Lannie 
Spann McBride. Events will culminate Sunday with a message from Rev. 
Audrey L. Hall, pastor of Holy Temple. For more information regarding the 
Men’s Conference, call 601.922.6588 or 601.787.2680. For the Women’s 
Conference, call 769-823-9832 or 601.503.5932.

Holy City Church IEM, 251 Kearney Park Rd., Flora, will host its August 
festivities beginning with a Hat’s Off Campaign pre-anniversary service 
Saturday, August 17, at 7 p.m. The church anniversary service will be held  
Sunday, August 18, at 2 p.m. The speaker for this event is Elder Donald 
Culver, pastor of Resurrection Power in Brandon. For more information call 
601.879-3999.

Saturday, August 31, 2013 at 5 PM, Adrian Lewis and Utmost Praise will 
present “A Unified Praise Celebration” with the theme “Praising the Lord 
with our whole hearts for the marvelous works He has done even if we have 
to walk alone.” This event is free and will be held on the Tougaloo College 
campus in the college Chapel.

R E i g n i n g  A n n o u n C E M E n t s

Back to School Prayers 
START OF 
SCHOOL PRAYER
Loving God, 
Our creator, our savior, our companion, 
bless this journey of a new school year 
that we undertake today. 
Refresh our souls
and renew our spirits
as we embrace the beautiful ministry you 
have called us to. 
We welcome those who are new to this 
community and
ask that you strengthen them to share the 
wonderful gifts you have given them. 
Lord, make our hearts pure as we prepare 
for the return of students to this school, 
and may you guide them to return with 
open hearts and minds eager to learn. 
We ask this in Your name, 
Amen

PRAYER
We pray for all students
That they may learn and study
With Christ’s wisdom and understanding
And use all knowledge to make this world
A better place to live.
We pray for all parents and teachers
That they may bring to the children
The love of God first
Then love for God next.
With Christ as the anchor of learning
We shall prevail
And achieve that which Christ
Has planned for each child He brings
To this world.
We pray with Mary,
In her Son’s name, Jesus,
Amen!
-Easter A.



“Therefore do 
not worry, say-
ing what shall 
we eat? Or what 
shall we drink?  
Or what shall 
we wear? For 

after all these things the Gen-
tiles seek. For your Heavenly 
Father knows that you need 
all these things. But seek first 
the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to 
you. Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomor-
row will worry about its own 
things. Sufficient for the day 
is its own trouble.” Matthew 
6:31-34

Today we are living in a 
world where the word prior-
ity plays a major role. The 
simplest person on the street 
talks about his priorities. The 
simplest life has its priori-
ties.  

God is our owner, and the 
fact that He owns us allows 
Him to have a priority over 
us. Until we come to this re-
alization, nothing is going to 
go as it should. His Divine 
ownership gives Him that 
privilege.

To seek first the Kingdom 
of God and His Righteous-
ness means to turn to God 
first for help, to fill your 
thoughts with His desires, 
to take His character for 
your pattern, and to serve 
and obey Him in everything. 
What is really important to 
you? People, objects, goals, 
and other desires compete 
for priority in our lives. Any 
of these can quickly bump 
God out of first place if you 
don’t actively choose to give 
Him first place in every area 
of your life.

Most people have had a trip 
to the doctor at some stage or 
another. The doctor gave the 
prescription and said, “Now, 
this will help you; take this 
prescription to the drugstore 
and have it filled.” Some-
times they put the prescrip-
tion some place and forget 
about it. Sometimes it might 
be a good thing if they do. 
But the fact remains, what-
ever that prescription was re-
lated to, it will have no effect 
on them if it is not filled. It 
has to be filled and used.

We have a prescription in 
the Word of God, and it has 
been here from the time God 
gave His Word. Every one of 
us has access to it. But if we 
do not work on it or have it 
filled, it will do us no good. 
There are things that worry 
people - the job, the husband, 
the wife, the children, or this 
and that. God’s prescription 

will solve all of the world’s 
problems. We must seek Him 
first. Don’t seek Him after 
everything else.

Do you know a lot of peo-
ple are looking for fame, rec-
ognition, position, etc.? We 
have many people with an 
inflated ego, that you wonder 
what is going to happen next. 
They are glorying in this and 
glorying in that, but David 
said in Psalm 115, verse one, 
“Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto Thy name 
give glory, for Thy mercy, 
and for Thy truth’s sake.” It 
is God we have to give the 
glory. We can do it if we seek 
Him.

It is very diffi-
cult to give Him 
the glory if we 
haven’t sought 
Him, because man 
will be man as 
long as he lives. 
Man wants the 
glory and recogni-
tion. He wants to 
say, “It was me.” 
He wants to say, 
“Do you see what 
I did?” But God 
says, “Give Him 
the glory.”

God is pleased 
when we give 
Him the glory! He 
is pleased when 
we praise Him. 
We are only in-
struments through 
which He can 
work. Let’s see 
to it that we give 
Him the glory by 
seeking Him first.

Proverbs 3:5-6 
says, “Trust in the 
Lord with all thine 
heart, and lean not 
unto thine own un-
derstanding. In all 
thy ways acknowl-
edge Him and He 
shall direct thy 

paths.” I believe in acknowl-
edging God in everything I 
do. I believe that God must 
have a portion of our time, 
our money, our intelligence 
and other gifts because He 
said to seek Him first.

Every Christian is called to 
do good works. One’s desire 
to please God in every way 
they know how in line with 
the Holy Scriptures is doing 
good works. The primary 
purpose God allows any of 
us to be born here on earth 
is to please and glorify Him 
while we are down here.

Where are your priorities 
today? What is first in your 

life? Is God last place in your 
life? Do you have enough 
room in your heart that you 
can give Him the first place? 
Seek the Lord first today!

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church 
of God in Farmhaven (Can-
ton), Miss., and is married 
to Velma L. Green. He hon-
orably served in the U.S. 
Army for 20 years. Presently, 
Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
vice-chairman at the South-
eastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of August 8

1. It’s Not Over  Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson
2. Take Me To The King  Tamela Mann
3. Hold On   James Fortune & FIYA Featuring Monica & Fred Hammond
4. Your Best Days Yet  Bishop Paul S. Morton
5. God Will Make A Way  Shirley Caesar
6. Break Every Chain  Tasha Cobbs
7. Testimony   Anthony Brown & group therAPy
8. Clean This House  Isaac Carree
9. Life & Favor (You Don’t Know) John P. Kee And New Life
10. Here In Our Praise  Fred Hammond-United Tenors

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Seek God First - Priority
I’m a few 

weeks away 
from my next 
birthday and 
I’m think-
ing about the 
prayer re-

quests I made last year at 
my birthday. I’ll be honest 
and admit that I’ve gotten 
frustrated watching other 
people be blessed with the 
same things that I‘ve prayed 
for. It is hard not to be en-
vious of them and angry at 
God.

It seems like the longer 
I’ve waited, the harder it’s 
gotten to wait. I’ve  asked 
God if the reason why the 
prayers were unanswered 
was because I was praying 
amiss (like it says in James 
4:3). I then thought maybe 
my prayers were not strong 
enough, long enough or in-
tense enough.

The answer came to me 
one evening as I prayed and 
wrote in my journal: “The 
last lap is always the hard-
est which is why only the 
best are chosen to run it.” 
I laughed because I didn’t 
necessarily need to be last...
but after thinking about it, it 
made a lot of sense. 

I even did a little research 
on relay races. The website 
trackandfield.lifetips.com 
described how saving the 
best runner for last is the 
normal strategy for relay 
races. Part of the reason the 
best runner is on the last leg 
of the relay race is because 
that runner usually knows 
what to do to win the race. 
By the time they get the 
baton, they know how to 

adjust their time including 
speeding up if necessary.

Reading this reminded me 
of “glory years” as the reign-
ing 100 yard dash winner at 
Tinker Elementary in Okla-
homa City. I even thought at 
one point, (remember this 
is the overactive mind of 9 
year old) that I was going to 
go to the 1976 Olympics.

One race that I remember 
running was the relay race. 
To me it was always chal-
lenging to see if I catch the 
baton without dropping it 
and then, of course, being 
the first over the finish line. 
Now that I’m older, I’m not 
interested in running track 
and field.  The closest I 
get to track now is walking 
around one as my weekly 
exercise.

When you feel like you 
are still waiting for God to 
bless you and answer your 
prayers…and find yourself 
getting tired of waiting, just 
know that God is not delib-
erately trying to hurt you. He 
might just be allowing you 
to wait a little longer for the 
answer to your prayer be-
cause he trusts you to know 
what to do while you wait.

I Corinthians 9:24 encour-
ages,” Do you not know that 
those who run in a race all 
run, but one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way 
that you may obtain it.”

It’s about building your 
character while you endure.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-sell-
er “Love Hangover: Mov-
ing From Pain to Purpose 
after a Relationship ends” 
and “Writing to the Beat of 
God’s Heart: Prayers for 
Writers.” 

Winning the Race

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link By Shewanda Riley

Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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CLASSIFIED

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm

Request foR PRoPosal

 JaCKsoN MuNICIPal aIRPoRt autHoRItY
NotICe of INteNt to DIsPose of

lost oR aBaNDoNeD PRoPeRtY fouND at 
JaCKsoN-MeDGaR WIleY eVeRs INteRNatIoNal aIRPoRt

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, on September 27, 2013, the Jackson Municipal 
Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will dispose of all items in “Lost and Found” maintained by 
JMAA’s Department of Public Safety which have been held without being claimed for a 
period of 120 days or more.  JMAA will dispose of all such items by donation to one or 
more charitable organizations.  

Items in the Lost and Found include various items of men’s, women’s and children’s 
clothing; backpacks; CD, DVD and digital movie players and peripherals; cameras; 
cellular phones; blankets; children’s toys; jewelry and accessories; laptop computers; 
eyeglasses; and reading materials.

Anyone desiring to claim any item of property in the Lost and Found may do so by con-
tacting the JMAA Department of Public Safety at (601) 939-5631 at or before 5:00 p.m. 
on September 27, 2013 and providing a description of the property together with ap-
propriate evidence of ownership.  JMAA will dispose of any item in the Lost and Found 
not claimed at or before 5:00 p.m. on September 27, 2013.  In no event shall JMAA be 
responsible for any item not claimed by 5:00 p.m. on September 27, 2013.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

8/8/13

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

2013 Tours
Phone 662-324-0474

For Brochure!
WONDERFUL 
EXPERIENCES!

• Niagara Falls
October 21-28

Toronto, Detroit, Foliage,
Opryland Hotel

• Branson Tour
November 12-15

BaldKnobbers, Presleys,
Pierce Arrow, 12 Tenors

• Williamsburg
December 17-21

Jamestown, Yorktown

STARKVILLE TOURS
Call 662-324-0474

•New England Tour
September 24-October 4

DC, NYC, Boston, 
New Hampshire, Vermont,
Lake Champlain, Ottowa

Canada Capital
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Starkville Tours
8/4/2013

14 • tHe MIssIssIPPI lINK www.mississippilink.comauGust 8 - 14, 2013



ESTATE AUCTIONS
Columbia Auction Company

2-4 Estate Liquidations Every Month!
For Details Or To Join Our Mailing List:

Go To www.colauc.com
or email: colauc@gmail.com

601-736-2522
Jennings Gilmore, ML#452.

AIRLINES CAREERS begin here -
Become an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FAA approved training. Financial aid if
qualified - Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

KITCHEN CREWS NEEDED OFF-
SHORE in the Oil and Gas Industry. Entry
level positions start at $710-$810 per
week. Sign up now for training today.
CALL 850-424-2600.

CDL-A DEDICATED & REGIONAL
DRIVERS. Averitt Offers Excellent Benefits
and Hometime. CDL-A required. 888-
362-8608. Recent grads with a CDL-A,
1/5/weeks paid training. Apply online at
AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer.
DEDICATED DRIVING OPPORTUNI-
TIES for team and solo drivers. Quality
home time, steady miles, high earnings.
Enjoy Transport America’s great driver
experience! TAdrivers.com or 866-204-
0648.
Driver Trainees Needed Now!
Become a driver for Werner
Enterprises. Earn $800 per week! Local
CDL Training. 1-800-350-7364.
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Owner Operators Welcome. Paid by
Mileage. Forest Products Transports. 800-
925-5556.                                                           

SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state. An affordable, low-cost
way to reach over 1 million readers. Call
MS Press at 601-981-3060.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

A u c t i o n s

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of August 4, 2013

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

Aug4_MCAN

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

PASS
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

www.neworleanshotelcollection.com
Audubon Cottages ◆ Bourbon Orleans ◆ Crowne Plaza Airport

Dauphine Orleans ◆ Hotel Le Marais ◆ Hotel Mazarin 
Wyndham Riverfront New Orleans

Pack your bags and visit New Orleans
this summer... We’ll take the stress out of travel!
 Free Valet Parking ◆ Free Continental Breakfast
Free Welcome drink ◆ Discount Shopping Card

good at ANY Macy’s ◆ Free in-room bottled
water & coff ee ◆ Free WiFi

Starting from $129 weeknights
1-855-798-6642
Ask for the SUMMER rate

Reserve online and see our swimming pools at
neworleanshotelcollection.com/SUMMER

Available for some rooms, some dates, not over special events,
reservations required, taxes additional.

Pack your bags and visit New Orleans

SUMMER
  IN THE CITY.

www.neworleanshotelcollection.com
Audubon Cottages ◆ Bourbon Orleans ◆ Crowne Plaza Airport

Dauphine Orleans ◆ Hotel Le Marais ◆ Hotel Mazarin 
Wyndham Riverfront New Orleans

Pack your bags and visit New Orleans
this summer... We’ll take the stress out of travel!
 Free Valet Parking ◆ Free Continental Breakfast
Free Welcome drink ◆ Discount Shopping Card

good at ANY Macy’s ◆ Free in-room bottled
water & coff ee ◆ Free WiFi

Starting from $129 weeknights
1-855-798-6642
Ask for the SUMMER rate

Reserve online and see our swimming pools at
neworleanshotelcollection.com/SUMMER

Available for some rooms, some dates, not over special events,
reservations required, taxes additional.

Pack your bags and visit New Orleans

SUMMER
  IN THE CITY.

PASS
New Orleans Hotel Collection

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
New Orleans Hotel Collection

2x

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

PASS
MPS
2x2

3.556x2
48 Web

MPS
2x2

3.33x2
46 Web

MPS
2x2
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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MS Delta Blaze capture 
MFL’s first championship

1st High School Sports 
Symposium looking to 
be a success

Talk about your up and 
down season. The MS Del-
ta Blaze started the season 
slowly. Forfeit, losing some 
games, but got hot at the right 
time to make a championship 
run. The championship game 
was last Saturday at Newell 
Field.

The MS Delta Blaze 
scorched the MS Maddogs 
34 to 12 in front a moderate 
crowd. The win not only gave 
the Blaze the championship, 
but also avenged an earlier 
loss in the season to the Mad-
dogs. The Maddogs hung 52 
points on the Blaze in their 
last meeting in Pearl. 

The biggest problem for 
the Maddogs in this game 
was turnovers. They commit-
ted at least 8 turnovers. Their 
offense would gain slight 
momentum and then comes a 
turnover. Interception, inter-
ception, fumble, interception, 
interception, fumble, and that 
was just the first half!

Maddogs coaches were 
scratching their heads, play-
ers were venting their frus-
trations, and fans were trying 
to be encouraging. Nothing 
worked.

The Blaze made an extra ef-
fort to lock up the Maddogs’ 
receivers. Despite gathering 
all those first half turnovers, 
the Blaze could only muster 
up a 14 point lead.

Defense was the name of 
the game on both sides in the 
first half. Frustrated, but not 
beaten up, the Maddogs’ de-
fense kept rising to the occa-
sion.

The Blaze scored on a pick-
six and a bomb from quarter-
back Oscar Martin to receiver 
Derrick Herman. Herman got 
behind the secondary, made 
the catch, and high tailed it 
into the endzone.

In the second half things 
got interesting. The Blaze 
were backed up deep in their 
territory, forcing them to 
have to punt out of their own 
endzone. The snap was bad, 
making it difficult for the 
punter to retrieve it. Two sec-
onds later, the Maddogs re-
cover the ball in the endzone. 
Touchdown Maddogs! 

That score must have ig-
nited something in the Blaze. 
They came out on the very 
next possession and scored. 
Their defense picked off yet 

another pass and a few plays 
later, the offense scored. 

The final nail in the cof-
fin was when the Maddogs 
fumbled a handoff and Chris 
Henry, who would be named 
the game’s MVP, scooped it 
up and raced down the field. 
As he was about to score, the 
Maddogs’ Michael Jackson 

caught him and popped the 
ball out. Much to the dismay 
of the of Maddogs, Mike 
Shaw, a defensive back for 
the Blaze was there to recov-
er the ball in the endzone for 
the Blaze.

The Maddogs added a late 
fourth quarter touchdown to 
make it 34 to 12.

On August 16 and 17 at the 
Clarion Hotel former NFL 
players combined with for-
mer Mississippi coaches will 
conduct an ALL sports sym-
posium for high school student 
athletes.

Former Alcorn Lady Braves 
coach and SWAC hall of fame 
inductee, Shirley Walker, 
along with former NFL play-
ers, Ricky Manning and Mark 
Collins will be speakers. They 
will be joined by other guest 
speakers as well.

The cost for the event is $45 
for a student, $15 for an adult 
and children 12 & under are 
free. The times for August 16 
is from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and 
August 17 from 1 pm to 3pm.

This Symposium will em-
power parents and students 
with information on the avail-
ability and opportunity that is 

out there for the student to per-
form on a student athletic level.

Topics include: 
• Working with the com-

munity, family, and the school 
system to foster a well bal-
anced behavioral and morale 
compass

• To instill confidence, sense 
of self esteem and persever-
ance for achievement of them-
selves. 

• Provide support and men-
toring beginning at a youth age

• Able to provide after school 
services within the area

• Ability of performance on 
and off the field

• Providing career options 
and opportunities

• Preparing you to obtain op-
tions to your career path.

For more information, con-
tact, Coach Jenkins 601-622-
3686 or email sharondallis@
yahoo.com or Triggs952@
gmail.com

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer

MS DELTA Blaze are the champions.

Blaze running back Devontae Hobbs doesn’t see Maddog Altion Easterling coming for him.

MVP Chris Henry scooped up a fumble to go along with 2 interceptions.
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“Glowing for Christ” Cross on the move
Day 1 at Mississippi State Capitol ~ Wednesday, August 7, 2013 ~ Jackson, Miss. 

Mission Mississippi and Fellowship of Christ Athletes to travel through 82 counties in 82 days
photos by Kevin Robinson

PSA



Book Review:
“Love Him oR Leave Him But 
Don’t Get Stuck witH tHe taB”
ByLoni Love
  c.2013, Simon & ScHuSteR
   $24.00 / $27.99 Canada  •  256 pages
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The man you love obviously 
speaks a different language 
than you speak. How else do 
you explain that you can see 
the fool’s lips move, but you 
can’t understand a single thing 
he says - when he says you’re 
the only one for him; that he 
was at his Mama’s (till 3 a.m.); 
he looooves you?

He’s talking some other 
language that you don’t (and 
don’t want to) speak. Maybe 
it’s time to leave him. Then 
again, maybe not - you can’t 
decide.

Or maybe you need real 
advice, which you’ll find in 
“Love Him or Leave Him But 
Don’t Get Stuck with the Tab” 
by Loni Love.

When Loni Love was a teen-
ager, she had a BFF named 
Peaches who had poor taste 
in men. Peaches was sure her 

“businessman” boyfriend was 
successful and wealthy; Love 
knew he was slinging crack. 

She tried to warn her friend 
but one night, Love heard gun-
shots. And soon afterward, she 
did 17-year-old Peaches’ hair 
one more time - for her funeral.

Peaches’ death taught Love 
that too many women sacrifice 
too much to be with a man. 
And so when Love decided to 
leave an engineering career to 
become a comedian, she made 
it her “personal mission” to re-
mind women to put themselves 
first, which is the first and most 
important step in finding a re-
lationship.

Love says she enjoys going 
on first dates because they’re 
great opportunities to gather 
information and get a free 
meal. After the first date, she 
says, move forward cautiously 
and be prepared: smart women 
stay safe. 

Think twice before confess-
ing your past, sharing guilty 
feelings, or moving in togeth-
er. Know when it’s time to 
break up with your man (and 
how to do it), know how to get 
over him and move on. And 
know when it’s time to tap into 
your “Detroit Debbie.”

Learn the only reasons for 
giving a guy a second chance. 
Get advice on dealing with 
his Mama, his kids, his kids’ 
Mama, and his friends. Mem-
orize Loni Love’s Signs of a 
Faithful Man, so you know 
when he’s not.

Finally, remember: if it 
makes you happy …, do it!

There are really two reasons 
to love this book, “Love Him 
or Leave Him But Don’t Get 
Stuck with the Tab.” Number 
one, it’s funny. And number 
two, though some of the ad-
vice is meant in jest, most of it 
is quite useful.

There’s no wallowing in 
man-misery allowed when 
you’re reading this book. 
Author and comedian Loni 
Love speaks bluntly and 
truthfully, while advocat-
ing that women stand up for 
themselves, take back their 
strength, and stop being 
wimpy - whether they’re in 
their first romance or their 
fiftieth.

Along the way, we meet 
Love’s ex-lovers, her wild 
and clueless friends, and her 
bawdy, wonderful sense of 
humor. 

If you’re dating, mating, 
situating, procreating, or 
tired of relationship drama, 
then this book may give you 
what you need to get your 
mojo back. If that’s you, then 
grab it, because “Love Him 
or Leave Him But Don’t Get 
Stuck with the Tab” speaks 
your language.

By Terri Schilichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Account (abbr.)
2. Valley
3. Beaten instrument
4. Dry grassy land
5. Halloween mo.
6. Journalist’s question
7. Mr. Ryan
8. Sudsy
10. Classify
14. Offal
17. Received
18. Dickens’ “__ of Two Cities” (2 wds.)
19. Jacket part
20. Italian “dollars”
23. Military officer
24. Spring flower
25. Meshes
27. Poem of praise

ACROSS 
1. Totals
5. Has
9. Barrow
10. Sound of a sneeze
11. Indication
12. Stone
13. Musical speeds
15. Knock
16. Descendant
18. Fast (music term )
21. Thai
22. Succeed
26. Cook’s garb
28. Wheel covering
29. Heavy metals
30. Modify
31. Otherwise
32. Loch __ monster

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Woody Allen

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

This week take care of what's yours and be
sure to respect the thoughts of others!

This week you must be reliable, predictable
and capable of following through on your
words.

You may have inadvertently promised
something in a casual manner today and
will now have to face the music.

Think carefully before agreeing to deliver
something this week that you know in
your heart is not very possible.

This week your career may advance 
nicely. Be ready!

This is a positive week when you could 
feel excited by those developments in your
love life.

You are able to pour more of your 
creativity and originality into whatever
you do this week.

This week be prepared for a time when
balance is totally out of control.

If you've been wondering about the con-
cept of soul mates, you may soon learn
the truth about the deeper significance of
what its all about.

This is a low point, as far as getting ahead
or achieving anything you have set your
sites on.

For now, your energy needs to go into your
personal life, home, and family matters!

Stress which has been building up both at
work and in your family relationships needs
to be released now.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
Get youR cuRRent newS onLine at:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 11)



Hip hop entrepreneur and phi-
lanthropist Russell Simmons has 
written an open letter to CNN’s 
Don Lemon after the anchor 
backed points made by Fox News 
pundit Bill O’Reilly on the reason 
for so much violence in black, in-
ner city communities.

O’Reilly blamed the disintegra-
tion of the African-American fam-
ily and young black men being 
raised without structure, rejecting 
education and gravitating to street 
culture, drugs, hustling and gangs.

Lemon agreed with these 
points, then offered five things 
that black people need to consider 
to take on the problem.

Don’s 5 Things
5. Pull up your pants. “Walking 

around with your ass and your un-
derwear showing is not okay.” It 
comes from prison culture.

4. Stop using the “N” word - 
black people are not taking the 
“N” word back by using it.

3. Respect where you live. 
Black people should stop drop-
ping trash in black neighborhoods.

2. Finish school. Break the cy-
cle of poverty. Over the course of 
a career, a college grad will make 
nearly a million dollars more than 
a high school grad.

1. Just because you can have a 
baby does not mean you should. 
The lack of a male role model is 
an express train to prison.

Simmons took issue with Lem-
on and responded with the follow-
ing open letter posted to his web-
site Global Grind:

Dear Don,
I got a chance to see what you 

said over the weekend about black 
America. At first I thought it was 

Fox News, but then I remembered 
you’re a CNN dude. I have noth-
ing against Fox News, as Roger 
Ailes is my man, but the gospel 
you were preaching sounded like 
O’Reilly and Hannity were pull-
ing your strings. Thank goodness 
my political director, Michael 
Skolnik, was on the show to stand 
up for African-Americans, be-
cause conservatives love when 
we blame ourselves for the con-
ditions that have destroyed the 
fabric of the black community. 
I respect your courage on many 
other issues, but I can’t accept that 
you would single out black teen-
agers as the cause of their own 
demise because they don’t speak 
the King’s English or wear belts 
around their waistbands.

Hip-hop language and clothing 
styles are expressions of frustra-
tion with the status quo. Young 
people sagging their pants today 
is no different than young people 
rockin’ afros, dashikis or platform 
shoes in the ’60s and ’70s. And 
many of those rebellious youth 
grew up to be quite successful… 

bell bottom-wearing, pot-smok-
ing, Barry Obama became the 
President of these United States 
of America and a long-hair, anti-
war activist named John Kerry be-
came Secretary of State defending 
our country in more creative ways 
than just using violence. They 
were knee-deep in a rebellious 
culture, and did anything but in-
tegrate into a world that they saw 
is filled with problems that needed 
fixing, filled with challenges, or 
in their mind, with problems that 
they could fix. And now they are 
fixing them.

When this country closes 50 
schools in black communities and 
continues to build more prisons, 
I know that young people see 
through the institutionalized bull 
that is laid out in front of them ev-
ery single day of their lives. The 
lucky ones, like you and me, owe 
a real explanation of the problems 
in our community to the ones 
who are still living in struggle, 
not some old, conservative talk-
ing points left in the garbage 
from Mitt Romney’s campaign. I 

understand personal responsibil-
ity far too well, but you can’t ask 
them to pull up their pants and 
then stand idle as they fear getting 
shot in the heart by wannabe cops 
while walking home to watch bas-
ketball games.

If you want to tell the rest of 
America this weekend when you 
go back on CNN how we fix 
black America, tell them to re-
start the “War on Poverty.” Tell 
them to end the failed “War on 
Drugs” that has cost this nation 

over one trillion dollars and 
unjustly incarcerated a genera-
tion of black men. Tell them to 
support the President’s plan for 

universal Pre-K, so no child enters 
elementary school having to play 
catch up with the other children 
who are fortunate enough to go 
to pre-school. Tell them to make 
college affordable and obtainable 
for young students who come 
from low-income families. Tell 
them that the right to a healthy life 
should be universal and not just 
for the fortunate few. And lastly, 
tell them that young black men 
and women don’t just need “role 
models” or “mentors,” they need 
“sponsors” who are willing to of-
fer them a job.

I want the black kids to grow 
up and be like you. I want them 
to know that their imagination is 
God inside of them and I want all 
kids, but especially black kids, 
to have the freedom to dream as 
well to create their own language. 
After all, without their jazz, blues, 
rock n’ roll and now their hip-hop, 
America wouldn’t even have a 
language of its own, much less a 
culture.

Queen Latifah and her 
new boss Jada Pinkett 
Smith co-hosted a Q&A 
session for TV critics re-
cently on the set of her 
upcoming “The Queen 
Latifah Show.”

Things kicked off 
with Latifah perform-
ing a surprise song and 
dance number - chang-
ing the lyrics of “When 
You’re Good to Mama,” 
her signature song from 
“Chicago,” to address the 
assembled journalists of the Televi-
sion Critics Association:

Got a little motto, always sees me 
through.

When you’re good to ‘Tifah, ‘Ti-
fah’s good to you.

Welcome TV critics, I brought you 
to my stage,

Because you’re my favorite 
demo…hot, smart and middle aged.

She had background dancers and 
everything.

Before the number, a sizzle reel 
played that showed Latifah sky div-
ing, speaking with military wives 
and surprising elementary school 
students with Alicia Keys in various 
field pieces that will air on the show.

Latifah and her executive produc-
ers Pinkett Smith and Corin Nelson 
took questions while seated on the 
sofa of her spacious set - a cozy 
space nestled inside of Sony Studios 
in Culver City. The color scheme in-
cludes warm browns, tans and brick 
reds, accented with mahogany wood 
and African decor.

Latifah started off by assuring 
folks that just because “queen” is in 
her name, she’s not trying to replace 
the queen.

“People have often asked me do I 
want to be the next Oprah. There is 
no such thing. Oprah is Oprah,” she 
said. “And she’s still being Oprah if 
anyone hadn’t noticed. Obviously 
there are great things she accom-
plished and I would love to be able 
to accomplish some of those things. 
But what I bring to television is me. 
I’m Queen Latifah. I had a different 
life story and different path that I’ve 
traveled.”

Pinkett Smith, who co-produces 
along with her husband Will Smith 
under their Overbrook Entertain-
ment shingle, said her good friend 
and “Set it Off” co-star has a univer-
sal appeal tailor made for daytime 
TV.

“As you can see she’s very funny, 
she’s very witty, she’s very intel-
ligent and she has a lot of heart,” 
Smith said. “I think what we’re 
missing [in daytime] today is heart. 
So Latifah, to me, when we did the 
research on her - across the board 
from [age] 3 to 80, people love her; 
women, men, kids.”

As for the show’s daily format, 
Nelson said it will be a multi-topic, 
talk/variety show recorded live. 

eurweb.com
eurweb.com

Russell Simmons checks CNN’s 
Don Lemon in open letter

Queen Latifah: ‘There’s 
no such thing as the 
next Oprah’

Simmons Lemon Latifah
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August 7 - 13, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

3  LB.  OR  MORE  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$239

(SOLD  IN  2  PACK)  FRESH

SMALL  PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH

FRYER 
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$699
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$299

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

BOTTOM  ROUND
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$359

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CUBED  STEAKS

FAMILY  PACK... PER  LB.

$369

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$129

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

PORK
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$199

SAVE  ON  FRYER

DRUMMETTES
POUND

$249
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

LONG  GRAIN
RICE
2  LB.  BAG

$100

SAVE  ON

COKE  PRODUCTS
6 - PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

5/$10
SAVE  ON

HAWAIIAN
PUNCH

128  OZ.  JUG

$199

SUNNYLAND  SPREAD

MARGARINE
5  LB. ......................................... 

$279

PILLSBURY  CHUB

COOKIES
16 - 16.5  OZ. ............................... 

2/$5
ASSORTED  YOPLAIT

YOGURT
4 - 6  OZ.  CUP ............................... 

2/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE
12  OZ.  PKG.  ............................... 

2/$5
BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINK
59  OZ. ...................................... 

$100

FRESH  FROZEN  BABY

LIMAS
2  LB.  BAG .................................. 

$299

ASSORTED  LEAN  HOT  &  CROISSANT

POCKETS
2  CT. ....................................... 

2/$4
ASSORTED  TOTINO'S  PIZZA  ROLLS  OR

PIZZAS
7.5   OZ.,  9.8 - 10.8  OZ. .................... 

4/$5
MARY  B'S  FROZEN

BISCUITS
24 - 35  OZ. .................................. 

2/$5
FRESH  FROZEN  COB  

CORN 
2  LB.  BAG .................................. 

2/$5
ASSORTED  OLD  FASHIONED

ICE  CREAM
4  QT.  PAIL ........................ 

3/$12

piggly wiggly

FRESH  RIPE  GOLDEN

BANANAS
POUND

45¢

FRESH  &  SWEET

KIWI  FRUIT
EACH

4/$1
RIPE

AVOCADOS
EACH

$100

SUPER  SELECT

CUCUMBERS
EACH

3/$1
YELLOW

ONIONS
3  LB.  BAG

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


