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Jacksonians heard from 
mayoral candidates about 
their plans for leading the 
city at three debates held dur-
ing the last week of March, 
2014. However Thursday’s 
debate, March 27, televised 
by WLBT-TV Channel 3 from 
Jackson State University and 
co-hosted by Greater Jackson 
Chamber of Commerce and 
MSNewsnow.com, drew the 
largest audience.

Others were hosted by the 
NAACP at M.W. Stringer 
Grand Lodge on Tuesday, 
March 25, and a mid-day de-
bate at Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting (MBP) co-host-
ed by Jackson 2000, Women 

for Progress and Working To-
gether Jackson.

Public attendance was 
strong at JSU and Stringer and 
voters got indepth information 
from the candidates. Seven 
participated in the debate at 
JSU and MPB; all 13 qualify-
ing mayoral candidates were 
invited to participate at the 
NAACP/Stringer debate - 10 
showed up.

One final debate is sched-
uled for Friday at 7 p.m. host-
ed by WAPT Channel 16 and 
the Mississippi School of Law. 
Sal & Mookies in Fondren is 
inviting the public to come 
there for a “debate watch.” 
The special election will be 
held next Tuesday, April 8.

Looking back over the cam-

paign trail thus far, the String-
er debate took on the tone of a 
pep rally as attendees cheered 
loudly for their preferred can-
didate. Jackson City Council-
men Tony Yarber and Melvin 
Priester Jr. drew the strongest 
applauds throughout the eve-
ning, along with Atty. Chokwe 
Antar Lumumba.

All candidates answered the 
same questions. Councilmen 
Yarber, Priester and Council-
woman Margaret Barrett-Si-
mon spoke to their experience 
on the city council, while Sen. 
John Horhn talked of how 
Jackson has benefited from his 
years in the Mississippi State 
Legislature.

Harvey Johnson Jr., former 
three-time mayor, reminded 

voters of the work he started 
and completed during his 
three terms. Lumumba said he 
is best to carry on the agenda 
started by his father, the late 
Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, 
during his eight months as 
mayor - from July 1, 2013 to 
February 25, 2014, the day of 
his passing.

Atty. Regina Quinn touted 
her business acumen as a de-
veloper and years as an attor-
ney. Albert King, who has run 
for city council three times, 
said his business experience 
has prepared him for the may-
or’s job.

The debate showed that 

WLBT news anchor Maggie Wade opens mayoral debate and serves as moderator with seven of the 13 candidates participating. 
PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Levette Kelly Johnson, executive director of the Mississippi 
Coalition Against Sexual Assault, explains plans to join with the 
Hinds County Sheriff’s Department to promote domestic violence 
awareness during the month of April. The news conference was 
held in downtown Jackson, Tuesday, April 1, 2014. She is flanked 
by Sheriff Tryone Lewis (left), Hinds County Supervisors Tony Greer 
and Darrel McQuirter (left to right rear). PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE JONES

April is “Muddy 
Waters” Month 
at Delta Blues 
Museum

Civil Rights icon 
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Harrah’s closing; Holmes 
County schools merge; 
Sheriff wants ban on 
pit bulls; Raymond 
Detention Center riotIn
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Although deadly violence 
broke out in the Raymond 
Detention Center the night 
before, Hinds County Sher-
iff Tyrone Lewis would not 
let that derail his plans for 
a press conference Tuesday 
morning, April 1, to an-
nounce that the Hinds Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office is teaming 
with several local organiza-
tions to bring awareness to 
sexual assaults and other 
such violence.

April 1 was the opportune 
time for this announcement, 
being the month of April is 
designated as the National 
Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month and Child Abuse 
Awareness Month.

The department and orga-
nizations in the team are MS 
Coalition Against Sexual As-
sault, MS Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, Catholic 
Charities Rape Crisis Center, 
M&J Entertainment, With-
out Consent Foundation and 
YFocus, Inc.

These organizations along 
with the sheriff will sponsor 
events throughout the month 
to disseminate information 
on what to do in case of sex-
ual assault and what services 
are available to help victims.

“We will be in schools, in 
churches, colleges and uni-
versities to bring awareness 
to these abuses,” said Kean-
na Ward, victim’s assistance 
coordinator for the sheriff’s 

office.
A highlight event of the 

month is Denim Day, which 
celebrates victims of sexual 
assault, Ward said. Sheriff 
Tyrone Lewis said he, his 
commanders and deputies 
will dress in denim on Mon-
day, April 21 (National Den-
im Day is April 23).

There will be an event that 
day at 6 p.m. at the sheriff’s 
department, 407 E. Pas-
cagoula St., to address these 
issues affecting the commu-
nity and to educate the public 
on sexual assault - using po-
etry, dance, food and more.

Why Denim Day? This day 
has been internationally cel-
ebrated since 1999 in protest 
of an Italian Supreme Court 
ruling that overturned a rape 
conviction because the vic-
tim was wearing jeans, ac-
cording to the National Do-
mestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault Coalition.

In 1992, an 18-year-old 
girl in Italy was raped by 
her driving instructor dur-
ing a driving lesson. He was 
convicted. But in 1999, the 
Court overturned the verdict 
on the premise that “because 
the victim wore very, very 
tight jeans, she had to help 
him remove them. And by 
removing the jeans, it was no 
longer rape but consensual 
sex.”

Women of the Italian Leg-

Hosea Hines, president of 
100 Concerned Clergy for 
Better Jackson, was joined 
by Dwayne Pickett and Frank 
Blount, both pastors in the city 
of Jackson, at a press confer-
ence in downtown Jackson, 
Wednesday morning, April 2, 
2014.

Their concern was over fli-
ers circulating that demean the 
entire campaign process.

Blount opened with prayer, 
saying in part the earth belongs 
to God, praying for peace, 
commitment, harmony and 
justice and everything needed 
for this city to be the city that 
God wants it to be.

Hines said there are things 
happening in this election that 
are of concern. There are let-
ters and fliers circulating that 

demean two candidates in 
particular  Chokwe Antar Lu-

mumba and Tony Yarber.
What disturbed Hines the 

Mayoral debates shine more light on 
candidates’ readiness to lead the city

Pastors say to mayoral candidates: 
“Give the citizens of Jackson a clean election.”

April is National Sexual 
Assault Awareness 
and Child Abuse 
Awareness Month
Hinds County Sheriff Department 
teams with local organizations
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Jackson clergymen Dwayne Pickett, Frank Blount and Hosea Hines hold press conference to denounce 
low tactics in mayoral campaign. PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
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Caesar’s Entertainment recent-
ly announced that it will close its 
Harrah’s casino in Tunica, Miss. 
June 2, 2014 and lay off as many 
as 1,300 workers.

The Las Vegas-based Cae-
sar’s also owns the adjoining 
Horseshoe Tunica and Tunica 
Roadhouse Hotel and Casino in 
a nearby complex. The company 
said employees will have prefer-
ence for openings at those opera-
tions and at Caesar’s properties 
under development in Las Vegas.

The closing comes after years 
of relentless decline in gam-
bling revenue in the Tunica area, 
brought on by increased competi-
tion and less spending because of 
the recession.

Two gambling operations in 
Arkansas continue to grow rap-
idly, and Tunica’s market his-
torically stretched into areas of 
Oklahoma and Missouri that now 
have their own casinos.

Spokesman Gary Thompson 

said Harrah’s is losing money 
and the taxes on the property are 
“onerous.”

“What we do have are a num-
ber of loyal players in the market, 
but not enough to support three 
properties,” Thompson told The 
Associated Press.

The company said it would 
work with local authorities to 
find a new use for the building. 
Caesar’s acquired the property 
in 2005 when it merged with 
Harrah’s.

Harrah’s is the second casino 
in the Robinsonville area of Tu-
nica County to close.

Isle of Capri closed a casino 
there in 2002. That casino and 
hotel tower are still in mothballs.

Tuesday night, April 1, 2014, 
the Holmes County School 
Board meeting room was filled 
to capacity as parents attended 
and expressed their concerns 
and opposition to the Board’s 
merger of three high schools in 
the district.

Holmes County School Su-
perintendent Powell Rucker said 
the merger had been worked on 
for two years and was needed 
“in order to improve academics 
and test scores of the students.”

The parents expressed con-
cern over several issues. One 
parent said she did not know 

of the merger until her child 
brought a letter home announc-
ing it. Another said bussing the 
children all over the county was 
a concern.

Many parents felt as if they 
were left out of the loop of plan-
ning. One parent said her son 
brought home a letter one day 
from school and that’s the first 
she had heard of it.

Rucker said the board mem-
bers had gone out to the schools, 
to PTA meetings and even voted 
on a name of the school left 
open - Holmes County Central 
High School.

The Holmes County Sheriff 
Willie March wants to ban own-
ership of pit bulls in his entire 
county, after 3-year-old Christo-
pher Malone was attacked and 
killed by two pit bulls at his home 
in Thornton, Monday, March 31, 
2014. 

Reportedly, the dogs kept as 
family pets broke out of their pen. 
Malone’s mother was bitten trying 
to fight the dogs off. After the at-
tack, the dogs were taken away by 
animal control officers.

March said people are afraid of 
pit bulls and he gets complaints 

about them, although right now 
there is no ordinance banning their 
ownership in the county. Lexing-
ton, the county seat, does have a 
ban on ownership of pit bulls.

Caesar’s Entertainment to 
close Harrah’s in Tunica

Holmes County to merge 
three schools into one

Holmes County Sheriff 
wants to ban pit bulls

Malone

One person was killed in the 
Hinds County Detention Center 
when a riot broke out between 
two gangs in the center in Ray-
mond, Monday, March 31, 
2014. The deceased inmate has 
been identified as 21-year-old 
Markuieze Sherod Bennett, and 
according to the  Hinds county 
coroner Sharon Grisham-Stew-
art, Bennett died from severe 
head trauma. By Wednesday 
morning, news reports count sev-
en injured inmates from the riot. 
Dozens of ambulances and offi-
cers were on the scene just after 5 
p.m., Tuesday evening.

Jackson Police Chief Lindsey 
Horton said a SWAT team was 
sent to help regain control over 
Pod A in the Raymond facility, 
staying on the scene until 4 a.m. 
Reportedly, 212 inmates were 
from Pod A. According to Hor-
ton, the SWAT team discovered 
the deceased inmate.

Also on Tuesday morning, the 
Hinds County Board of Supervi-
sors held an emergency execu-
tive session meeting on the jail 
with Hinds County Sheriff Ty-
rone Lewis attending.

Lewis said the riot had nothing 
to do with staffing at the facility. 
However, the Board of Supervi-
sors issued an emergency order 
to provide emergency funding 
for the purchase of cameras, and 
radios, a petition to reopen pod C 
and make repairs to pods A and 
B.

Horton said the damage this 
time was not as extensive as 
the riot in the facility’s Pod C in 
2012. Jackson’s Police Depart-
ment will continue to make ar-
rests and lock up, Horton said.

Dianne Gatson-Riley was 
hired as jail chief administrator 
earlier this year.

Hinds County Detention 
Center riot

Bennett
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Francis Smith is a newcomer 
to politics. And Gwendolyn 
Chapman espoused a platform 
based on love of one’s fellow-
man and community.

The JSU debate was more 
subdued, as attendees were in-
formed that any outbursts for 
or against a candidate would 
bring the debate to a halt. The 
same questions were asked by 
Byron D’Andre Orey, head of 
the JSU political science de-
partment, Ross Riley of the 
Jackson Business Journal, and 
Howard Ballou of WLBT-TV 
Channel 3.

The seven candidates par-
ticipating at the request of 
WLBT and seated in alpha-
betical order left to right were 
Margaret Barrett-Simon, John 
Horhn, Harvey M. Johnson, 
Chokwe Antar Lumumba, 
Melvin Priester, Regina Quinn 
and Tony Yarber.

Three other candidates on 
the ballot - Kenneth Swarts, 
Roderick Walker and John E. 
Reed - did not participate in 
any debates thus far.

Barrett-Simon said her 29 
years on the city council gives 
her the knowledge and skills 
required to be mayor. “I know 
the city, how to bring people 
together, the failures of the 
past and what we need to do 
now,” she said.

She said the city must wel-
come development, pointing 
to her Ward 7, which includes 
Belhaven and Fondren, as an 
example of what can be done 
to create vitality in the city.

All candidates said they 
were prepared to move the city 
ahead. Most of them agreed on 
priority needs of infrastructure 
upgrades, economic develop-
ment, crime prevention and 
policing, and educational op-
portunities for the city - with 
no vastly distinguishing di-
vides.

Yarber of Ward 6 said he’s 
committed to making sure 
“everyday people” know 
that they have a voice at city 
hall. “Every day people need 
to know that when things are 
happening at city hall, every 
day people are being consid-
ered,” he said.

“The city will be made bet-
ter,” he said, “when leadership 
addresses infrastructure and 
crime and make sure we have 
a world class educational sys-

tem. This helps to sta-
bilize our economy 
and makes Jackson a 
place where everyone 
wants to live, every-
one wants to work 
and wants to call 
home.”

Yarber was asked 
what would be his 
yardstick for measur-
ing success of educa-
tional goals. He said 
benchmarks would be 
set to gauge whether 
students are reading 
at grade level, mov-
ing through the sys-
tem adequately and 
how many are gradu-
ating. 

He added that the 
school district must 
prepare students for 
the workforce as the 
city seeks out busi-
nesses they can use 
an already trained 
workforce.

Priester of Ward 2 
said parental involve-
ment is key to top-
notch education for 
children. He said the 
city should “adopt” 
the Jackson Public 
School District, much 
like groups or companies 
adopt individual schools. He 
wants to change the way JPS 
partners with parents.

Johnson was asked what he 
regretted most about his terms 
as mayor, to which he said he 
did not do well enough in let-
ting people know what was 
going on in the city. “I regret 
not communicating what we 
were doing, the projects that 
were underway or had been 
completed,” Johnson said. 

He mentioned the comple-
tion of work on Siwell Road, 
the parkway around Jackson 
State, bringing in Virginia 
College and Sav-A-Lot stores 
and other projects, includ-
ing the Westin Hotel project 
to soon get underway, that 
he said people might not be 
aware of.

Johnson said his administra-
tion laid the groundwork for 
much of what is happening in 
the city now, including having 
done the initial work on the 1 
cent sales tax that which he 
never brought to a vote.

All candidates were asked 

what they would do about de-
velopment on Farish Street, 
another project that has got-
ten mired in bureaucracy and 
legal wrangling.

Horhn and others said proj-
ects in general take too long to 
get done with Farish Street be-
ing one of them. Horhn said, 
“It’s been in the works for 15 
years and there’s nothing to 
show for it.” He said the city 
needs to settle the legal issues 
(lawsuits) and get the lawyers 
out of the way.

Quinn said, “Pitfalls gen-
erally occur when a city puts 
just entertainment on a street. 
We need a community, not a 
street. We need people and 
other business to keep people 
in the neighborhood.”

Barrett-Simon and Lumum-
ba echoed the sentiment that 
housing is critical, like some 
churches are doing now. Peo-
ple need to live there, so there 
is a constant presence in the 
area and activity can go on 
when tourists go home.

Priester said the city needs 
to change who it does busi-

ness with and work to use 
people who live in Jackson 
for projects. “We should not 
continue farming work out to 
out-of-town companies. And 
we should not continue doing 
business with people who are 
suing the city,” he said.

He said the city needs to 
stop chasing every “latest” 
thing and pay attention to 
what is already being done in 
the city and building on what 
is working. “We need to stop 
being followers and get out 
ahead” on development is-
sues, he said.

On crime, Johnson men-
tioned that the city has made 
strides in fighting crime 
through several initiatives in-
cluding “predictive” policing, 
using data to indentify crime 
hotspots and stepping up en-
forcement and preventative 
efforts in those areas.

Barrett-Simon said com-
munity involvement is key to 
keeping neighborhoods safe. 
Lumumba also said they must 
address societal issues, such 
as poverty and low educa-

tional levels, that contribute to 
criminal behavior.

Priester strayed from the 
pack, however, in his approach 
to curbing crime in the city. He 
suggested the city needs more 
jail space, so that criminals are 
not being released because of 
overcrowding only to commit 
more crimes. This point, the 
crowd at Stringer Lodge did 
not respond to, becoming “un-
usually” quite.

Horhn and Quinn had to face 
inevitable questions about 
recent events in their private 
lives early in the debate. Ho-
rhn was asked about a pending 
DUI charge he is facing. He 
said he thinks voters are more 
concerned with crimes in their 
neighborhoods than his case.

“I regret the situation. I’ve 
talked to my wife and my 
church and my pastor. We’re 
good with where we are on 
that,” said Horhn, who is due 
in court on the charge Novem-
ber 14.

Quinn was asked how citi-
zens could be reassured that 
she is equipped to manage 

the city’s affairs and balance 
a budget in light of her recent 
bankruptcy filing. She said her 
body of work speaks for her.

The bankruptcy filing she 
said gives her better insights 
into issues affecting small 
businesses. “It is Biblical to 
get a fresh start,” she said.

Quinn said she has repre-
sented many small businesses 
and financial departments in 
her law practice. She also not-
ed the Lakewood subdivision 
she has developed in north 
Jackson.

Lumumba faced concerns 
about his lack of experience in 
public office and the fact that he 
is running to fill his father’s seat.

“I am not running on my fa-
ther’s name. I am not running 
on emotions,” he said, adding 
that he and his father had dis-
cussed politics before, but he - 
the younger Lumumba - didn’t 
want to get involved “because 
of other things happening” in 
his career and life.

“But all that changed Febru-
ary 25,” the day his father died, 
he said. Lumumba said his fa-
ther laid a foundation and he 
wants to see that mission re-
alized. He added, “Moses led 
the Israelites to freedom, but it 
was Joshua (his son) who led 
them to the Promised Land.”

Lumumba said he hoped the 
public is better informed after 
the debates. “I hope people 
leave here with enough to 
make informed decisions.”

In recent days, some signifi-
cant endorsements have been 
announced. U.S. Congressman 
Bennie Thompson announced 
his support for Priester.

“The Capital City clearly 
needs someone with the vision, 
ability and passion to get the 
job done,” said Thompson. “I 
have known Melvin Priester Jr. 
his entire life and have watched 
him graduate top of his class 
at Murrah High School, finish 
college and law school, and re-
turn home to make a difference 
in our community.

Yarber drew endorsements 
announced Tuesday, April 1, 
from a slate of about 20 pas-
tors, led by Rev. Jesse Sutton 
of New McRaven Hill M.B. 
Church. “I do not need a script 
for Tony,” Sutton said. “I have 
known him all of his life.”

Lumumba’s campaigners an-
nounced that he has received 
support from the Mississippi 
Alliance of State Workers.

Horhn has strong backings 
such as Bishop Ronnie Crudup 
and a local civil rights icon.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.
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Candidates take to the 
sky with billboards 
around Jackson 
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Dear Fellow Jacksonians,

My family and I are truly grateful to you for your overwhelming support and presence on Tuesday 
evening at City Hall as I announced my candidacy for Mayor of the City of Jackson. Despite less than 
favorable weather conditions, you stood with us and, for that, we say THANK YOU.

Your positive energy and enthusiasm were truly humbling. Being in the midst of so many passionate 
and dedicated citizens provided a small glimpse of the collective impact we can make in this City. 
This was an incredible first step in OUR campaign - The People’s Campaign! This campaign is not 
about an individual or one man, this campaign is about our City and one People! I believe in this City. I 
believe in the People of Jackson. 

Please like our Facebook Page “Elect Chokwe Lumumba” for real-time updates. If you are interested 
in getting involved with The People’s Campaign, please email us at ChokweAntarForMayor@gmail.
com or follow us on Twitter at @ChokweLumumba. You can also receive updates on Instagram @
ChokweAntarForMayor. You may also contact The People’s Campaign by contacting the campaign 
office at 601.362.0021. 

If you would like to contribute to The People’s Campaign, please send your donations to:
The Committee to Elect Chokwe A. Lumumba 
P.O. Box 11691 
Jackson, MS 39283

There is much work to be done and WE NEED YOU to continue the vision and make prosperity and 
security a reality for all of Jackson. Love + The People’s Power = Progress.

In sincere gratitude,
Chokwe Antar 
#ThePeoplesMissionContinues
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The Delta Blues Museum 
kicked off “Muddy Waters Month” 
April 1, 2014 with a new exhibit 
and a special birthday celebration 
for the famed Delta musician who 
continues to influence generations 
of musicians worldwide.

Thursday, April 3, the Museum 
hosted author Terry Abrahamson 
for the opening of his photography 
exhibit, In the Belly of the Blues, 
on display at the museum through 
July 31, 2014.

From his website, “[Abraham-
son] won a Grammy writing songs 
for Muddy Waters, helped launch 
the career of George Thorogood, 
created the first radio commer-
cial ever performed by John Lee 
Hooker. In the Belly of the Blues 
is part of the permanent collection 
of the Library of the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame.”

Abrahamson acknowledged a 
special personal connection to the 
Delta, stating, “… To be invited to 
share my memories of my heroes 
here in the shadow of the Cross-
roads, in celebration of the birth-
day of a man I am proud to call 
my collaborator and my friend, I 
couldn’t be more satisfied.”

Friday, April 4, is Muddy Wa-
ters’ birthday and the museum 
invited the public to join in for a 
day-long celebration, featuring 
Abrahamson’s multimedia presen-
tation based on “In the Belly of the 
Blues” exhibit. 

During Juke Joint Festival, the 
Delta Blues Museum will present 
“Call and Response - Conversa-
tions in the Blues,” Friday, April 
11. Blues artist and educator Big 
Jon Short will lead a discussion 
with native Mississippi blues art-
ists who talk about their influ-
ences and experiences growing up 
around the Delta, living and play-
ing the Blues. 

Through stories, songs and dis-
cussion, the artists will share with 
the audience some insight into 
where they first heard, how they 

learned and what it’s like to live 
the Delta Blues.

Saturday, April 12, the Museum 
will host musician and scholar Ste-
phen Wade in a conversation on 
“The Beautiful Music All Around 
Us,” based on his work of the 
same name. The presentation will 
include a discussion of the life and 
music of Bozie Sturdivant and 
documented by John Work and 
Alan Lomax. It is free and open to 
the public at the Museum, at 10:30 
a.m.

McKinley Morganfield - better 
known as Muddy Waters - is one 
of the most powerful forces behind 
American music. Muddy was born 
in the Delta near Rolling Fork, 
Miss., and later moved to Clarks-
dale, where he worked and lived 
on Stovall Plantation.

The son of a talented bluesman, 
Muddy taught himself to play 
bottleneck slide guitar as a teen. 
A chance recording with Alan Lo-
max inspired Muddy to become a 
full-time musician.

Playing with Son Sims around 
the Mississippi Delta, in Memphis 
and in St. Louis, Muddy eventual-
ly found his musical home in Chi-
cago, where he signed with Chess 
Records and changed the game by 
electrifying the blues.

He scored 15 hits in the 1950s 
alone, effectively creating the 
sound known as “Chicago blues,” 
a sound that immediately resonat-
ed with aspiring young musicians 
like Paul Butterfield and Johnny 
Winter. 

Muddy took his amplified 
sound to Europe, where his musi-
cal shockwaves started a revolu-

tion that continues today, through 
the artists he influenced-most nota-
bly Eric Clapton, Jimmy Page and 
The Rolling Stones, who took their 
name from a Muddy Waters song.

Only at the Delta Blues Muse-
um can visitors “follow Muddy,” 
learning more about his musical 
journey through an interactive ed-
ucational feature available online. 
And only at the museum can guests 
see Muddy’s actual cabin from 
Stovall Plantation -the remains of 
which have been preserved and 
housed in the museum’s Muddy 
Waters Addition.

A 2013 recipient of the National 
Medal for Museum and Library 
Services - the nation’s highest hon-
or for museum and library service 
to the community - the Delta Blues 
Museum is dedicated to creating 
a welcoming place where visitors 
find meaning, value and perspec-
tive by exploring the history and 
heritage of the unique American 
musical art form, the Blues.

The museum is seeking $1.2 
million for new and enhanced ex-
hibits for Phase II of its expansion, 
which includes the new Muddy 
Waters Addition, enabling the 
cultural organization to better pre-
serve and display the history and 
work of Blues artists from the Mis-
sissippi Delta. This funding will 
also advance the museum’s abil-
ity to “tell” stories that inspire and 
educate future generations about 
this important American art form.

For online donations or for 
more information on events or 
programs, call (662) 627-6820, or 
visit the Museum website at www.
deltabluesmuseum.org.

EBONY magazine has part-
nered with the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation (WKKF) to release 
the State of the Black Family 
Survey. In the study, a national 
sample of 1,005 African-Amer-
ican respondents identified job 
loss and financial insecurity as 
the number one issue confront-
ing black families today. The 
survey polled African-Americans 
on their views on the economy, 
education, relationships, race re-
lations, health care, employment, 
finances and media trends.

 The findings from the study re-
vealed the following:

• 84 percent of respondents 
said racial discrimination still 
pervades American society

• 74 percent think society isn’t 
doing enough to support young 
men and boys of color.

• Almost two-thirds of respon-
dents said they are better off 
financially than they were five 
years ago, but 82 percent are 
concerned that whites still make 
more than blacks for doing the 
same jobs.

• 52 percent see the media por-
trayal of African-Americans as 
generally negative.

• 60 percent of respondents 
agree we are making progress in 
providing access to health care.

• 50 percent, however, feel that 
we are losing ground in reducing 
the gap between rich and poor.

• Almost 1/3 are concerned that 
their children are not getting a 
quality education.

• 44 percent of survey respon-
dents said they know someone 
that has been killed or committed 
suicide

• 30 percent said “improving 
the creating more jobs/good pay-
ing jobs” as a top issue of con-
cern.

La June Montgomery Tabron, 

president and CEO of the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation, said, “We 
have a lot of work to do in creating 
jobs and making sure that people 
of color receive the training and 
education needed to obtain those 
jobs. We believe the lack of em-
ployment is really critical and 
impacts a child’s well-being and 
limits opportunities.”

Tabron added that a recent 
study, ‘’The Business Case for 
Racial Equity,” by the Altarum In-
stitute with funding from WKKF 
underscores the potential benefits 
to business, government and the 
economy if racial inequities are 
addressed. “Discriminatory poli-
cies and disparities in housing, 
education, health and crime and 
justice are outlined and we esti-
mate substantial economic ben-
efits of racial equality, including 
an increase of almost $2 trillion 
in minority purchasing power and 
millions of job opportunities for 
college graduates,” Tabron said.

She added that President 
Obama’s “My Brother’s Keeper” 
initiative is bringing government, 
the private sector and non-profits 
together to address the obstacles 
faced by boys and young men of 
color. The initiative exemplifies 
the type of public-private partner-
ships needed to improve life out-
comes for communities of color.

Amy Barnett, the editor-in-
chief of EBONY magazine, said, 
“For more than 70 years, EBONY 
magazine has been at the forefront 
of delivering important news that 
impacts the African-American 

community, and we are proud to 
have the opportunity to partner 
with the W.K. Kellogg Founda-
tion to release these results.

“As the curator of the African-
American experience - past, pres-
ent and future, it is important to 
shed light on these topics in order 
to address them properly.”

Readers can view the full re-
sults of the survey in the May 
issue of EBONY magazine, on 
newsstands now. Part two of the 
survey is scheduled for release in 
the June issue of the magazine.

The W.K. Kellogg Founda-
tion, founded in 1930 as an in-
dependent, private foundation 
by breakfast cereal pioneer Will 
Keith Kellogg, is among the larg-
est philanthropic foundations in 
the United States.

Guided by the belief that all 
children should have an equal op-
portunity to thrive, WKKF works 
with communities to help break 
the cycle of poverty by removing 
barriers based on race or income 
that hold back children, so they 
can realize their full potential in 
school, work and life.

WKKF is based in Battle 
Creek, Mich., and works through-
out the United States and interna-
tionally, as well as with sovereign 
tribes. Special emphasis is paid 
to priority places where there are 
high concentrations of poverty 
and where children face signifi-
cant barriers to success, among 
them Michigan, Mississippi, New 
Mexico and New Orleans and in-
ternationally in Mexico and Haiti.

April is “Muddy Waters” 
Month at Delta Blues Museum

EBONY Magazine partners with W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation on “State of the Black Family” survey

Mississippi’s oldest music museum honoring the life and 
influence of Delta native with events throughout month
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Survey reveals black family concerns regarding 
race, money, education and the economy
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Sexual assault
Continued from page 1

islature protested the decision 
by wearing jeans to work. As 
news of the decision spread, 
so did the protest. In April 
1999, a social service agency 
in Los Angeles established 
the first Denim Day in the 
United States.

Wavette Davis, education 
and prevention coordina-
tor for Mississippi Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault, said 
it is difficult to gauge rates 
of sexual assaults because the 
crime goes unreported.

“The problem is so many go 
unreported, so we never have 
a definite number. Lots of 
times, teenagers don’t report 
or and it may be years later. 
So what we are trying to do 
is increase our efforts to make 
people aware of the help that 
is available to them,” Davis 
said.

Levette Johnson, executive 
of the MCASA, said sexual 
assault isn’t about affection 
or lack of control. “It is not 
a personal, intimate situation 
where you don’t want to talk 
about it. It is a crime, and the 
silence is what is killing and 
hurting our community and 
keeping it from being safer,” 
she said.

Johnson said her organiza-
tion’s main purpose is aware-
ness and providing support 
to victims with counseling, 
advocacy at hospitals and 
throughout the process of 
dealing with law enforcement 
and the courts.

It varies at what point vic-
tims reach out for help, she 
said. “In most cases, if vic-
tims are strong enough and 
when they are able to start the 
healing process, they usually 
will contact law enforcement 
or go to their local hospital.

“We have volunteers who 
go to the hospital and we are 
advocates for the victim from 
that point, doing things such 
as going through forensic ex-
ams and talking to police,” 
Johnson said.

Some victims, she said, go 
through their whole lives nev-
er dealing with this, but they 
can begin to heal with help.

The Catholic Charities 
Rape Crisis Center also pro-
vides such services, said Na-
dia Gaynor, clinical coordi-
nator and therapist. She said 
the organization, which has 
serviced the Jackson metro 
area for 30 years, operates a 
24-hour hotline for victims to 
call - (601) 982-7273.

The center offers free in-
dividual, family and group 
counseling to victims age 14 
and up, Gaynor said. Clinical 
coordination and therapists 

have been working in the 
community for 30 years, she 
said.

Sheriff Lewis said he thinks 
penalties for such crimes are 
probably not strong enough 
because “people live with 
this the rest of their lives.” 
Through awareness, he said, 
“We can intercept this crime 
among perpetrators at an 
early age and send a mes-
sage to individuals that cre-
ate the crimes. If we can do 
that, we’ve accomplished our 
goal.”

For a list of local Sexual 
Awareness Month events that 
are scheduled every week, go 
to the Hinds County Sher-
iff’s Office’s Facebook page 
https://facebook.com/Hind-
sCoSheriff or its webpage, 
www.co.hinds.ms.us.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.

Clean election
Continued from page 1

most is that the fliers are simply 
signed off as “Concerned Cler-
gy,” which in part resembles the 
name of his organization. There-
fore, he said it is their respon-
sibility to put out a disclaimer 
that they did not have any in-
volvement of drafting the fliers 
or circulating them in the city of 
Jackson.

“Let us make that perfectly 
clear,” said Hines. “And the sec-
ond thing is that we believe it is 
ungodly and improper for some-
body to use religion in such a 
dirty way - especially using the 
influence of the religious com-
munity.”

Hines said the tactics are not 
fair to devout persons of faith 
and show cowardice of those 
who circulated the materials 
without putting their signatures 
on them.

Hines said the religious lead-
ers represented are asking all 
candidates and persons working 
with the candidates to give the 
citizens of Jackson a clean elec-
tion. “The citizens of Jackson 
deserve that,” Hines said.

“This is extremely important 
as our city needs to come togeth-
er and unify itself, so we can do 
better things for this city.”

Hines said he and the other 
ministers were not there to rep-

resent any single campaign. He 
said they are speaking out to 
make sure this is a clean elec-
tion. They represent religious 
organizations that are 501c3 
designated and would be violat-
ing that status if they endorsed 
candidates.

Pickett said he is not a mem-
ber of the 100 Concerned Cler-
gy but rather just a clergyman 
of this city who wants a clean 
election. He does not want can-
didates labeled by “outside in-
terests.”

“We want the best candidate,” 
Picket said, “and people ought 
to be able to vote their convic-
tion. These labels based on 
who’s supporting whom are a 
sickness and a shame, if this is 
what they are going to stoop to.”

A passerby gave the circu-
lated fliers to Pickett and Blount 
who held them before the cam-
eras. Pickett read the flier saying 
they are “mudslinging and tear-
ing down  the reputation of two 
young candidates.”

Hines said all clergy in the 
city should stand with them on 
this because again, “It is un-
godly. Every candidate deserves 
a fair opportunity supported 
with a fair voice and a fair elec-
tion without false propaganda 
against any of them.”

Wavette Davis, education and prevention coordinator for the Mississippi Coalition Against Sexual 
Asssault, pins turquoise pins on Sheriff Lewis and on Jackson Police Chief Lindsey Horton.

Nadia Gaynor, clinical coordinator and therapist for Catholic Charities Rape Crisis Center, mans a table 
with information about the center’s services. 

Keanna Ward is the victims assistance coordinator for the Hinds 
County Sheriff’s Department.

Civil Rights icon Myrlie 
Evers urges Jacksonians 
to ‘select the best person’ 
for mayor

Hinds County Human Resource Agency
P U B L I C  M E E T I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T

“While not endorsing any 
candidate, it is my hope that 
the city of Jackson keeps its 
eyes on the prize - selecting 
the best person to manage this 
progressive capital city,” said 
Myrlie Evers in a statement re-
leased Wednesday night, April 
2, 2014.

Evers is chairman of the 
Medgar and Myrlie Evers In-
stitute and issued the following 
statement regarding the City of 
Jackson Mayoral Race:

“Our nation is rooted in the 
right of all Americans to vote. 
My husband, Medgar, worked, 
fought, and died for that cause.  
He was far from the first; re-
gretfully he may not be the last.  

“I remember African Ameri-
cans going to the polls and 
clerks asking questions de-
signed to keep them from vot-
ing, such as, ‘How many bub-
bles are in a bar of soap?’ We 
could not dream of running for 
office until we truly received 
the right to vote - a right our 
Constitution had long guaran-
teed.

“As I reflect on our past, I 
am reminded of how far we 
have come. Medgar dreamed 
of the day that the city of Jack-
son would hire its first Afri-
can-American police officer. 
Now Jackson has an African-
American police chief. Medgar 
would be amazed, too, to see a 
dozen African Americans run-

ning for mayor.
“The city of Jackson is for-

tunate to have such a wide se-
lection of candidates to choose 
from. I know the struggle it 
takes to win such a race, be-
cause I’ve been a candidate 
myself. Some years ago, I ran 
for Congress in California’s 
24th congressional district as 
well as for Los Angeles City 
Council’s 10th district. Both 
were extremely brutal cam-
paigns.

“While not endorsing any 
candidate, it is my hope that 
the city of Jackson keeps its 
eyes on the prize - select-
ing the best person to manage 
this progressive capital city. I 
would urge citizens to vote for 
the candidate of their choice, 
to exercise this precious right 
that so many have given their 
lives for.”

Hinds County Human Resource Agency 
(HCHRA) will host its next monthly Board of 
Directors meeting on Wednesday, April 16, 
2014, at 7 p.m. at its Central Office, 258 Maddox 
Rd., Jackson, MS 39212.  The public is invited 
to attend.  

2014 HCHRA board remaining meeting dates 
are: April 16, May  21, June 18, July 16, August 

20, September 17, October 15, November 19, 
and December 17.

About HCHRA: For more than 37 years, 
HCHRA has worked to eradicate poverty by em-
powering disadvantaged Hinds County citizens 
to become self-reliant and realize their full po-
tential. 

Through Head Start and Early Head Start, ru-

ral transportation, home-delivered meals, home 
energy assistance, case management, and RSVP 
programs, HCHRA works to improve the condi-
tions of children, families, single adults, the el-
derly and the disabled in our communities.  

For more information on HCHRA, its pro-
grams and services, visit www.hchra.org or call 
601-923-1838.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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WASHINGTON - Reel-
ing from allegations by federal 
prosecutors that he knew about 
the dirty tricks that helped him 
get elected four years ago, Dis-
trict of Columbia Mayor Vin-
cent Gray tried to rally his base. 
But his core supporters weren’t 
nearly enough, as a scandal-
weary electorate rallied behind 
a much-younger challenger who 
promised honest and ethical 
leadership.

D.C. councilmember Muriel 
Bowser defeated Gray in Tues-
day’s Democratic mayoral pri-
mary, leaving Gray to serve nine 
months as a lame duck with po-
tential criminal charges hanging 
over his head.

The defining moment of the 
election occurred three weeks 
earlier in a courtroom. Fed-
eral prosecutors say Gray knew 
about an illegal $668,000 slush 
fund that helped him defeat in-
cumbent Adrian Fenty in 2010. 
Five people involved with his 
previous campaign have plead-
ed guilty to felonies and the new 
allegations surfaced as part of 
a plea deal for the businessman 
who provided the illegal funds.

Gray has denied all wrongdo-
ing and has not been charged 
with a crime. But his attorney 
has said he is preparing for a 
possible indictment, and U.S. 
Attorney Ronald Machen said 
the charges thus far represent 
“the tip of the iceberg.”

Bowser pounced on Gray’s 
weakness earlier than most. 
She launched her campaign lit-
tle more than halfway through 
the mayor’s term, knocking on 
doors around the city with a de-
termination similar to Fenty, her 
political mentor.

“The status quo is not good 
enough for us,” Bowser told 

supporters early Wednesday. 
“We know that we can do bet-
ter and we know we need a fresh 
start.”

Her surge to a surprisingly 
easy victory coincided with the 
latest developments in the inves-
tigation. Incomplete results ear-
ly Wednesday morning showed 
Bowser with 44 percent of the 
vote to 32 percent for Gray.

Some voters said they backed 
her over other Gray challengers 
primarily because they felt she 
stood the best chance of defeat-
ing him.

“It’s too much. We’ve gone 
through scandals before in D.C., 
and we don’t need any more,” 
said Rufus Okunubi, 68, a cab 
driver who backed Gray in 2010, 
but voted for Bowser this time.

The Democratic primary 
winner has gone on to win ev-
ery mayoral election in the dis-
trict, where 75 percent of reg-
istered voters are Democrats. 
But Bowser will face a credible 
challenger this November: in-
dependent D.C. councilmember 
David Catania, 46, a former Re-
publican who has championed 
progressive causes since leaving 
the party in 2004.

In the days leading up to the 
primary, Gray focused his cam-
paign on the poor, majority-
black sections of the city where 
he defeated Fenty by huge mar-
gins, hoping that his seven chal-
lengers would split the vote. 
He picked up an endorsement 
from the most successful - and 
divisive - politician in the city’s 
history, former Mayor Marion 
Barry, who drew criticism when 
he said black voters were more 
open-minded than whites.

Gray and Bowser are both 
black. The district has never 
elected a white mayor in 40 
years of self-rule. Catania is 
white, as were two of Gray’s 

other challengers.
Many Gray supporters view 

Machen’s office with suspicion 
and said it was unfair for pros-
ecutors to accuse the mayor of 
wrongdoing without charging 
him with a crime. Polls showed 
Gray with a comfortable lead 
before the latest developments 
in the investigation.

“He cannot convince a jury 
that Vince Gray is guilty,” said 
Chuck Thies, Gray’s campaign 
manager. “Instead, Ron Machen 
used propaganda to try Vince 
Gray in the court of public opin-
ion in the closing weeks of this 
election.”

Bowser, 41, worked for the 
local government in suburban 
Montgomery County, Md., and 
served as an elected neighbor-
hood commissioner in the dis-
trict before election to the coun-
cil in 2007.

Opponents said Bowser lacks 
experience to be mayor, saying 
her legislative record is skimpy. 
Her most significant accom-
plishment on the council was 
the creation of an independent 
ethics board able to punish of-
ficials for violations. The board 

has found wrongdoing by three 
members of the 13-person coun-
cil.

Gray, 71, led nonprofit orga-
nizations and the city’s Depart-
ment of Human Services before 
he was elected to the D.C. Coun-
cil in 2004. As mayor, he’s been 
known as a pragmatic, detail-
oriented technocrat and sound 
manager of the city’s robust fi-
nances. The district has enjoyed 
a surging population, a booming 
real estate market and relatively 
low violent crime.

Gray becomes the city’s sec-
ond consecutive one-term may-
or. As with Fenty, polls showed 
voters turning against him even 
as they believe the city is headed 
in the right direction.

Turnout for the primary was 
light, and some voters said they 
were unimpressed with the slate 
of candidates. Many observers 
blamed the unusually early pri-
mary date for dampening enthu-
siasm and making campaigning 
difficult.

“I voted for Bowser. I held my 
nose,” said Eugene Gill, 52, a 
retired city worker. “All of them 
are terrible.”

LOS ANGELES - After 
insisting that space relations 
wouldn’t be altered by earthly 
politics, NASA on Wednes-
day said it was severing ties 
with Russia except for the In-
ternational Space Station.

NASA employees can’t 
travel to Russia or host visitors 
until further notice. They’re 
also barred from emailing or 
holding teleconferences with 
their Russian counterparts be-
cause of Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine, according to a memo 
sent to workers.

Activities related to the 
space station are exempt. 
NASA and Russia’s space 
agency will “continue to work 
together to maintain safe and 
continuous operation” of the 
space station, NASA said 
in a statement released late 
Wednesday.

Since the retirement of the 
space shuttle, NASA has de-
pended on Russia to hitch 
rides to the giant orbiting out-
post, paying nearly $71 mil-
lion for a seat on the Soyuz.

A Russian rocket last week 
delivered three astronauts, 
including American Steve 
Swanson. The laboratory is 
a partnership of the U.S., 
Russia, Europe, Japan and 
Canada. U.S. astronauts train 
in Russia before flying to the 
space station and the new di-
rective was not expected to 
affect that.

The move comes after re-

assurances that U.S.-Russia 
space relations were fine de-
spite tensions over Ukraine.

“Right now, everything is 
normal in our relationship 
with the Russians,” NASA 
Administrator Charles Bolden 
said during a NASA budget 
teleconference on March 4.

NASA reiterated the senti-
ment last week after Russia 
annexed the Crimean Penin-
sula from Ukraine.

“We do not expect the cur-
rent Russia-Ukraine situation 
to have an impact on our long-
standing civil space coopera-
tion with Russia, which goes 
back decades,” an agency 
statement said.

After the memo leaked 
Wednesday, NASA confirmed 
it was suspending most con-
tact with Russia. But it also 
took a swipe at Congress, not-
ing that it wouldn’t be relying 
on Russia to fly to the space 
station if funding hadn’t been 
cut. The space agency said 
it’s looking at private rocket 
companies to ferry astronauts 
in 2017.

Space policy experts said 
they’re not surprised with the 
latest guideline because simi-
lar memos suspending Rus-
sian contact went out to other 
federal agencies.

Earlier this week, Congress 
and NATO took steps to pun-
ish Russia for its actions in 
Ukraine. Congress sent Presi-
dent Barack Obama a bill to 
provide $1 billion in loan 
guarantees to Ukraine and 

add to sanctions against Rus-
sia. NATO’s foreign ministers 
ordered an end to civilian and 
military cooperation with 
Russia.

Scott Pace, space policy di-
rector at George Washington 
University, said it’s notewor-
thy that the cooperation on the 
space station remains intact.

“We and the Russians have 
a very deep and integrated re-
lationship. We are reliant on 
them as they are on us,” he 
said. “Divorce is not an op-
tion.”

Pace said there likely will 
be disruptions for NASA sci-
entists who trade data or work 

on experiments with Russian 
researchers.

The contact ban only ap-
plies to direct communication 
between NASA and the Rus-
sian space agency, Roscos-
mos. It doesn’t include meet-
ings attended by Russia and 
other countries.

“I don’t think it’s a big 
deal,” said John Logsdon, 
professor emeritus of politi-
cal science and international 
affairs at George Washington.

Had NASA cut off access to 
the space station, “it would be 
the end” of the International 
Space Station, he said.

By Ben Nuckols
Associated Press

By Alicia Chang 
AP Science Writer

NATIONAL

Waters recede, searching 
for mudslide victims
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This satellite image provided by Skybox Imaging and captured by SkySat-1 
on Tuesday, April 1, 2014 at 12:19 p.m. PDT shows the area of the mudslide 
in Oso, Wash. More than 10 days after a large section of a rain-soaked hill 
crashed down on a neighborhood in the small community of Oso, teams with 
cadaver dogs are still sifting through debris and soil to determine exactly how 
many people died in the March 22 mudslide. AP PhOTO/SkyBOx IMAgINg

D.C. mayoral candidate and council member Muriel Bowser watches returns 
at her election night watch party in Washington, Tuesday, April 1, 2014. 
Bowser is the top challenger to Mayor Vincent gray. AP PhOTO/ClIff OWeN

In this Tuesday, March 25, 2014 file photo, U.S. astronaut Steven Swanson, 
left, and Russian cosmonaut Alexander Skvortsov, crew members of the 
mission to the International Space Station, speak with relatives during 
pre-launch preparations at the Russian-leased Baikonur cosmodrome 
in kazakhstan. Cosmonaut Oleg Artemyev is at center background. In an 
announcement Wednesday, April 2, 2014, NASA says it is suspending its 
work with Russia except for the International Space Station. AP PhOTO/MAxIM 
ShIPeNkOV, POOl, fIle

Scandal-weary voters 
boot DC mayor from office

NASA cuts ties with Russia 
except on space station

ARLINGTON, Wash. - It is a 
grim step forward in the search 
for human remains at a mudslide 
that crushed a rural Washington 
community, but an important one: 
floodwaters at the site are reced-
ing, allowing crews to expand their 
search and yielding more human 
remains in areas that previously 
couldn’t be reached. The views 
presented Tuesday on a media tour 
were chilling: shredded homes and 
twisted cars.

More than 10 days after a large 
section of a rain-soaked hill crashed 
down on a neighborhood in the 
small community of Oso, teams 
with cadaver dogs are still sifting 
through debris and soil to determine 
exactly how many people died in 
the March 22 mudslide.

The mudslide partially dammed 
up the North Fork of the Stillagua-
mish River, causing water to pool. 
Heavy rain last week added to the 
flooding. But early this week, the 
weather was dry and sunny - at 
least for a few days - allowing more 
crews to switch from water pump-
ing to searching.

“A lot of logjam areas, that’s 
where we’re finding human re-
mains,” search effort division su-
pervisor Steve Harris said on Tues-
day.

The National Weather Service 
forecast rain to return Thursday 
and Friday with a chance of show-
ers through the weekend. Any rain 
complicates the job of workers in 
the muck and increases the risk of 
flooding.

Here are some facts and obser-
vations in one of the worst natural 
disasters to hit Washington state in 
this century:

THE DEAD:
Officials have so far confirmed 

the deaths of 29 people, although 
only 22 have been officially iden-
tified in information released 
Wednesday morning by the Sno-
homish County medical examiner’s 
office. They range in age from 
4-month-old Sonoah Heustis to 
71-year-old Lewis F. Vandenburg. 
A total of 20 people are missing. 
They range in age from 2-year-old 
Brooke Sillers to Bonnie J. Gullik-
son, 91. Some of the missing and 
dead are related.

THE MUDSLIDE SITE:
From a vantage point about a 

mile from the collapsed hillside, 
the magnitude of the slide is chill-
ing, even if only a part of it can be 
seen. Where there was a state high-
way, there’s now a bed of mud and 
debris as much as 80 feet deep in 
some spots. There are few signs that 
a community existed here, replaced 
now by a field of debris of hun-
dreds of acres. Heavy machinery 
is dwarfed by the mounds of mud. 
Crews wearing bright safety cloth-
ing trek carefully on paths made 
of plywood or through deep mud, 

using poles to assure their footing. 
Piles of downed trees and branch-
es dot the brown mud field. What 
were houses, they’re now shredded 
remains. Cars were pancaked and 
twisted.

“The mountain didn’t slide like 
an avalanche that starts at the top 
and slides down. It actually blew 
out at the bottom. And all of that 
energy, because of the weight of 
top on it, blew across the river and 
brought all that water and material 
in it,” said Lt. Richard Burke, a fire-
fighter and incident spokesman.

The valley then channeled the 
slide like a bowl.

He added: “Like a big soup bowl, 
it kind of sloshed up the bank and 
came back down.”

Nothing has yet been removed 
from the field. The debris is con-
taminated with remains of septic 
tanks and other “contaminants” 
found in cars and garages. Crews 
have begun piling up trees and 
house items in different sections, 
Burke added.

Said Harris: “It’s very likely it (a 
lot of the stuff) won’t be recovered. 
It’s just buried there.”

THE SEARCH FOR HUMAN 
REMAINS:

Crews are being careful in their 
search for human remains. Harris 
said boats with sonar are among 
the pieces of equipment put to use. 
“Everything moved so much across 
the landscape, where we find logs 
and debris is where we’re going to 
find (remains).”

The weather helped Tuesday. It 
was sunny and dry, a stark contrast 
to the first few days of the recov-
ery operations when a significant 
percentage of rescue crew mem-
bers had to focus on de-flooding 
the area. There were 270 tactical 
personnel and volunteers present.

“We’ve been able to channel 
the water. We got less folks con-
trolling the water and more folks 
with their hands on the ground. 
And that’s what we need,” said 
Burke.

The search is painstaking. In ex-
panding their area, crews are using 
a grid system. But despite the prog-
ress, there are parts of the debris 
field that have not been examined 
because they are not yet stable.

The rain, though, is forecast to 
come back. As much as three inches 
of rain are expected to fall between 
Thursday and Sunday.

FINANCIAL COSTS:
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee said 

the mudslide caused about $10 mil-
lion in damage to homes destroyed 
in the slide area and their contents. 
He estimates further costs of $32.1 
million for search and recovery 
efforts, and to remove all the de-
bris. But he said the costs could go 
higher.

HOW LONG WILL THE 
SEARCH LAST?

Harris said: “From what I’ve 
seen, it’s going to take a long time.”

By Manuel Valdes and lisa Baumann 
Associated Press
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State Department of Education 
honors JPS JROTC cadet

State Superintendent of Education, 
Dr. Carey Wright presented a Certifi-
cate of Achievement to Jim Hill High 
School Cadet De’Ahnera Manyfield, 
Friday, March 21, 2014. 

Cadet Manyfield was recognized 
for receiving the JROTC Legion of 
Valor Bronze Cross Award. Join-
ing her for the presentation were 

her mother Angela Manyfield, her 
JROTC instructors from Jim Hill, 
and JPS Director of JROTC pro-
grams Col. Paul Willis.

This citation was read during the 
presentation:

Cadet/Lieutenant Colonel 
De’Ahnera Manyfield is the daughter 
of Timothy and Angela Manyfield, 
and she is a senior at Jim Hill High.

She currently serves as her unit’s 
Commanding Officer and Com-
mander of Troops for the upcoming 
Brigade Review ceremony. She is a 
member of the National Honor So-
ciety and is actively involved on the 
student council, varsity softball team, 
varsity soccer team, JROTC aca-
demic bowl, JROTC sabre team, and 
JROTC drill team.

Her leadership ability has been 
recognized with a number of awards 
including three Superior Cadet 
Awards. She attended Girls’ State at 
the University of Southern Mississip-
pi, where she was appointed County 
Lawyer; the Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership Symposium at Millsaps 
University; and the Military Order of 
World Wars (MOWW) Leadership 

Symposium in Huntsville, Ala.
She has performed over 800 ser-

vice learning and community ser-
vice hours. She has been accepted 
to the Air Force Academy’s Prepa-
ratory School. She has also received 
$699,000 in scholarship offers with 
over $552,000 pending.

The Legion of Valor Bronze Cross 
is the highest award a JROTC cadet 

can earn. It is given each year to the 
top JROTC cadets across the nation 
for excelling in academics, leader-
ship, and community service. 

Maj. Gen. Augustus L. Collins, 
Adjutant General of the state of Mis-
sissippi presented the award to Cadet 
Manyfield in November 2013 during 
a program held at Jim Hill.

Forty-four students from 
Jackson Public Schools who 
participated in the 2014 Region 
II Mississippi Science and Engi-
neering Fair (MSEF) represent-
ed the district and their schools 
by advancing to the state-level 

Science Fair on Tuesday, March 
25, 2014. Student participants 
are listed below.

More JPS Highlights from the 
MSEF Region II Fair:

Murrah High School senior 
Alyssa Pennington, won 1st 
place overall at the Region II 

Fair. The title of her project was 
“Role of TNF-alpha in the Pro-
gression of Diabetic Nephropa-
thy.” She will represent Jackson 
Public Schools and MSEF Re-
gion at the Intel International 
Fair to be held in May 2014 in 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Walton Elementary third 
grader Jamieya T. Oatis earned 
the 2014 Class 1 Best of Fair 
Award. She also won 1st place 
in her category for Chemistry 
as well as a $25 pre-college 
award. The title of her project 
was Sweeteners on Carbonated 

Beverages.”
Jim Hill had more representa-

tives at the Region II Fair than 
any other school participating. 
For the seventh time the school 
won the trophy for the most 
awards presented to 11th and 
12th grade students at the same 

school.
According to the Jackson 

State website, close to 950 stu-
dents from public and private 
schools in Claiborne, Copiah, 
Hinds, Jefferson, Madison, 
Rankin and Warren counties 
participated in the fair.

Rank

1
1
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
1
1
1
2
2
3
3
3
2
3
1
2
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
3
3
1
1
2
2
3
3
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
3

First

Hayley
Kirsten
Aysia
Reilley
Erica
Sophia
Endia
Charles
Jared
Hannah Isabella
Alexys
Brianna
Titeyana
Anzoria
Gabrielle
Aristana
Trivia
Emerald
Joseph
LaJyra
Veronica
Alvin
Sara
Shakia
Cortney
Pablo
Jasmine
Lilian
Jarmira
Eryn
Kristian
Alyssa
Montianah
Courtland
Jayla
Maria
Judson
Alton
Michael
Jessica
MaKayla
Kendarius
Madisyn
Kalyn
Le’Jaric

last

Craddieth
Moore
Owens
Pucheu
Washington
Bowley
Cook
Deaton
Smith
Suell
Berry
Brent
Knight
Lampkin
Young
Canaan
Edwards
Spann
Alexander
Cochrane
Williamson
Barnes
Bibbs
Jacobs
Thomas
Williams
Stewart
Tillman
Hicks
White
Wiggins
Pennington
Roseburgh
Brown
Reese
Muhammad
Womack
Chambers
Lawrence
Leggett
Hoover
Michael
Evans
Mitchell
Humphrey

school

Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Bailey APAC Middle
Callaway High
Callaway High
Callaway High
Callaway High
Callaway High
Callaway High
Callaway High
Callaway High
Chastain Middle
Chastain Middle
Forest Hill High
Forest Hill High
Jim Hill High
Jim Hill High
Jim Hill High
Jim Hill High
Jim Hill High
Jim Hill High
Jim Hill High
Jim Hill High
Kirksey Middle
Murrah High
Murrah High
Murrah High
Murrah High
Murrah High
Murrah High
Northwest IB Middle
Northwest IB Middle
Northwest IB Middle
Northwest IB Middle
Rowan Middle
Siwell Middle
Siwell Middle
Siwell Middle

Grade

7
8
7
7
7
8
7
7
8
7
9
12
11
9
9
11
10
9
7
7
10
9
11
11
12
12
12
11
11
11
8
12
12
12
12
12
12
8
8
8
7
8
8
8
7

Presentation participants included (from left) MSG (Ret) Michael Cook, Jim Hill Army instructor; MAJ (Ret.) Frank Branch, Jim Hill Sr. Army instructor; Dr Carey Wright, State Education Supt.; Bobby 
Brown, Jim Hill principal; C/LTC De’Ahnera Manyfield, honoree; COL (Ret.) Paul Willis, JPS JROTC Dir., Angela Manyfield, honoree’s mother; and MSG Rebecca Corley, Jim Hill Army instructor

2014 Region ii mississippi science and engineering Fair 
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Category

Physics
Botany
Botany
Medicine & Health
Earth, Space & Environmental Sciences
Zoology
Microbiology
Chemistry
Physics
Medicine & Health
Behavioral & Social Sciences
Earth, Space & Environmental Sciences
Chemistry
Biochemistry
Microbiology
Chemistry
Behavioral & Social Sciences
Earth, Space & Environmental Sciences
Physics
Biochemistry
Botany
Behavioral & Social Sciences
Biochemistry
Behavioral & Social Sciences
Engineering, Computers & Math
Physics
Biochemistry
Zoology
Biochemistry
Zoology
Earth, Space & Environmental Sciences
Medicine & Health
Microbiology
Medicine & Health
Behavioral & Social Sciences
Behavioral & Social Sciences
Medicine & Health
Biochemistry
Engineering, Computers & Math
Microbiology
Microbiology
Biochemistry
Behavioral & Social Sciences
Earth, Space & Environmental Sciences
Engineering, Computers & Math



Lorman, Miss. - The Alcorn 
State University family nearly 
filled the historic Oakland 
Memorial Chapel to capacity 
Thursday, March 27, to cel-
ebrate the academic achieve-
ments of its students. Retired 
Brigadier General Robert 
Crear, of Vicksburg, Miss., 
served as the keynote speaker 
and delivered words of cel-
ebration and encouragement 
to 132 President’s and 365 
Dean’s scholars.

General Crear addressed 
the audience concerning the 
importance of hard work and 
listening to individuals who 
possess wisdom.

“Continue to work hard and 
know that education is your 
way out,” said General Crear 
as he congratulated Alcorn 
scholars. “You must have val-
ues. Do what is required and 
then some.”

Dr. Thomas Sturgis, direc-
tor of Honors Curriculum and 
Pre-professional Programs, 
presided over the ceremony 

which opened with a prelude 
by organist Tony Gordon, and 
an invocation by Rector C. 
Edward Rhodes II.

Miss Alcorn 2013-14 Car-
men Gibson welcomed the 
audience. Dr. Samuel White, 
executive vice president and 
provost, prior to giving the 
occasion, acknowledged that 
this ceremony was President 
Alfred Rankins Jr.’s first of-
ficial event and the audience 
responded with an esteemed 
round of applause.

Theavis Cooper, Honors 
Student Organization vice 
president, introduced General 
Crear, who has served world-
wide, commanded and led 
soldiers and civilians at every 
level while serving with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers. Crear is very involved 
in community service, mak-
ing time to speak and men-
tor young people at schools 
throughout the nation. Pres-
ently, he is president and CEO 
of a business development and 
governmental relations con-

sulting firm located in Vicks-
burg.

Crear told Alcorn students 
that Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. marched so that President 
Barack Obama could run and 
now it’s your time to fly. “Be 
the best at whatever you de-
cide to do. It was never my 
goal to be the first. It was al-
ways my goal to do my best.”

The Alcorn State University 
Concert Choir and the Alcorn 
State University Men Chorale 
both delivered excellent per-
formances throughout the cer-
emony. The program contin-
ued with recognition of the fall 
2013 Dean’s and President’s 
scholars by Dr. Gwendolyn 
C. Dooley, assistant director, 
Office of Pre-Professional and 
Honors Curriculum Programs.

For President Rankins, Hon-
ors Convocation is his second 
favorite ceremony with stu-
dents - graduation being at the 
top of his list. “Hard works 
pays off,” said President 
Rankins. “I can recall learning 
the tools and habits of exam-

ining issues from a variety of 
viewpoints and being honored 
for my success in the Chapel 
too.”

In his closing remarks, Pres-
ident Rankins voiced his con-
cern to Alcorn students. “You 
have a responsibility to each 
other - don’t leave your fellow 
classmate behind in bed asleep 
- get them out of bed and in 
the classroom with you. Stay 
focused on your goal of gradu-
ation.”

Honors Convocation is a 
celebration of academic and 
leadership excellence. For 
students, who did not retrieve 
their award, please stop by the 
Pre-professional and Honors 
Curriculum office.

Alcorn State University 
is a premier comprehensive 
land-grant university that de-
velops diverse students into 
globally competitive leaders, 
and applies scientific research 
through collaborative part-
nerships that benefit the sur-
rounding communities, state, 
nation, and world.

The National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA) announced Monday 
that 128 Division I Women’s 
Basketball student-athletes 
and 75 Division I Men’s Bas-
ketball student-athletes have 
been named 2014 Daktron-
ics-NAIA Scholar-Athletes.

In order to be nominated by 
an institution’s head coach or 
sports information director, 
a student-athlete must main-
tain a minimum grade point 
average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 
and must have achieved ju-
nior academic status.

Tougaloo’s Denzel Har-

dy and Raven Ashley were 
among those student-ath-
letes.

Hardy, a junior presidential 
scholar from Memphis, is a 
member of the men’s basket-
ball team and currently holds 
a 3.50 grade point average. 
He is an economics major 
with an emphasis in business 
administration.

Ashley, a senior from Mag-
nolia, Miss., is a member of 
the women’s basketball team 
and currently holds a 3.66 
grade point average. She is 
a health & recreation ma-
jor who plans to graduate 
in May. Ashley was recent-

ly recognized for the Da-
vid L. Halbrook Academic 
Achievement Among Stu-
dent-Athletes Award.

Both Hardy and Ashley 
have been scholar-athletes 
throughout their matricula-
tion at Tougaloo College.

EDUCATION
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Senior mass communica-
tions Taylor Bembery of De-
troit has been named a semi-
finalist in the Toyota Green 
Initiative ‘Green Your Cam-
pus’ competition, where she 
will represent Jackson State 
University against 16 other 
students in the SWAC and 
CIAA conferences.

Part of the competition is 
to implement a program on 
campus that will help students 
become more conscious of the 
impact they have on the envi-
ronment. Bembery will host a 
‘Green Your Campus’ event on 
Friday, April 4, on the Gibbs-
Green Pedestrian Walkway 
from noon to 1 p.m. to promote 

her “Don’t Drive To Campus” 
campaign.

Bembery will give away T-
shirts, water bottles, gift cards, 
and reusable totes that were 
donated to her from Whole 
Foods Market in Jackson. 
Light refreshments will be 
served.

She encourages students 
who live on the main campus 
or in a one- to two-mile radius 
of the university to ride their 
bicycles or walk as much as 
possible to class, the gym and 
campus events. This will not 
only decrease the release of 
pollution from unnecessary 
driving, but will increase stu-
dents’ daily physical activity.

Bembery’s campaign corre-

lates with her ultimate goal to 
have bicycle and walking lanes 
called “Tiger Trails” around 
the JSU campus.

“This will not only help the 
environment, but the lives of 
Jacksonians,” she said.

Bembery has lost over 70 
pounds since April 2012 and 
is passionate about decreasing 
the obesity rate in Mississippi. 
She hopes winning the compe-
tition will give her a platform 
to achieve her goal of imple-
menting “Tiger Trails.”

Public voting for the Toyota 
Green Initiative ‘Green Your 
Campus’  contest will be open 
from April 22 until May 1 at  
https://www.toyotagreen.com/
contest/entries.php. 

JSU student promotes walking, biking to class
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Crear

Retired Brigadier General Robert Crear 
keynotes Alcorn’s Honors Convocation

Two Tougaloo College scholar/athletes named to NAIA list
Hardy and Ashley named to list of 2014 Daktronics-NAIA student-athletes 

Bembery

Thaddeus Wright, a senior English major from 
Chicago, rides his bicycle from his apartment in 
the Palisades daily.
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New ASU president and 
campus community 
moving forward

Two JSU professors selected 
for national leadership program

In a letter to the Alcorn 
family on his first day on 
the job, President Rankins 
reflected on his time as an 
Alcornite and shared words 
of inspiration.

“It is essential that the 
Alcorn spirit manifests it-
self in collaborations across 
academic disciplines by our 
dedicated faculty and staff, 
be reinforced by our com-
mitted alumni and friends, 
and championed by our 
loyal student body whose 
originality in cheering on 
the Braves is matched only 
by their spirit of innova-
tion in class and community 
work.”

He repeatedly mentioned 
that students are a prior-
ity during the presidential 
search process. “Alcorn 
is in good hands,” shared 
sophomore Aaron Jackson, 
19, of Natchez.

“President Rankins is stu-
dent- oriented and his cre-
dentials are strong,” said 
Jackson. “He has walked 
in my shoes. He lives and 
breathes ‘Purple and Gold’ 
just like me. Truth be told, 
he’s ready to be president 
and he’s perfect for the job. 
I wish him a long and suc-
cessful tenure.”

Dr. John Walls Jr. ’68, 
National Alumni Founda-
tion chairman, of Vicks-
burg, described Rankins as 
levelheaded with a willing-
ness to take risks. “I have 
worked with him before 
and his work reflects ambi-
tious thinking,” said Walls. 
“There’s no doubt in my 
mind that he will be an ex-
cellent president and make 
us all proud.”

Alcorn State University 
is a premier comprehensive 
land-grant university that 
develops diverse students 
into globally competitive 
leaders, and applies scien-
tific research through col-
laborative partnerships that 
benefit the surrounding 
communities, state, nation, 
and world.

Jackson State University 
professors Dr. Jacqueline Ste-
vens and Dr. Carolyn Howard 
were recently accepted to The 
Chicago School of Profession-
al Psychology’s Post Gradu-
ate Certificate in Academic 
Leadership online-blended 
program, which is part of the 
Opportunities for UnderRepre-
sented Scholars (OURS) Pro-
gram.

With funding from the Na-
tional Science Foundation, 
The Chicago School of Profes-
sional Psychology launched 
the OURS Program in 2012 
to address both the national 
need to attract more women 

to the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) workforce and the 
related need to provide female 
role models in STEM disci-
plines for the large percentage 
of female students on Histori-
cally Black College and Uni-
versity campuses.

Both Stevens and Howard 
are associate professors of bi-
ology and part of the JSUAd-
vance program, which is a 
leadership development pro-
gram for women faculty fund-
ed by the National Science 
Foundation.

The one-year post gradu-
ate certificate in academic 
leadership will incorporate 

applied instruction and practi-
cal experiences in such top-
ics as contemporary issues 
in higher education, financial 

and budgetary issues affect-
ing HBCUs, institutional ad-
vancement and governance, as 
well as personal attributes that 

Stevens Howard
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Rankins

AshleyHardy

enhance opportunities and suc-
cess in academic leadership.

Stevens and Howard were 
also selected as OURS Program 
Fellows. The fellowship will 

provide tuition, fees and travel 
support for the three face-to-
face residencies in Washington, 
D.C. They will also each re-
ceive a $3,000 stipend.



WASHINGTON - New research 
is boosting hopes that weight-loss 
surgery can put some patients’ dia-
betes into remission for years and 
perhaps in some cases, for good.

Doctors on Monday gave lon-
ger results from a landmark study 
showing that stomach-reducing op-
erations are better than medications 
for treating “diabesity,” the deadly 
duo of obesity and Type 2 diabetes. 
Millions of Americans have this 
and can’t make enough insulin or 
use what they do make to process 
food.

Many experts were skeptical that 
the benefits seen after a year would 
last.

Now, three-year results show an 
even greater advantage for surgery.

Blood-sugar levels were normal 
in 38 percent and 25 percent of two 
groups given surgery, but in only 
five percent of those treated with 
medications.

The results are “quite remark-
able” and could revolutionize care, 
said one independent expert, Dr. 
Robert Siegel, a cardiologist at Ce-
dars-Sinai Medical Center in Los 
Angeles.

“No one dreamed, at least I 
didn’t,” that obesity surgery could 
have such broad effects long before 
it caused patients to lose weight, he 
said. Some patients were able to 
stop using insulin a few days after 
surgery.

At three years, “more than 90 
percent of the surgical patients re-
quired no insulin,” and nearly half 
had needed it at the start of the study, 
said its leader, Dr. Philip Schauer of 
the Cleveland Clinic. In contrast, 
insulin use rose in the medication 
group, from 52 percent at the start 
to 55 percent at three years.

The results were reported Mon-
day at an American College of Car-
diology conference in Washington. 
They also were published online by 
the New England Journal of Medi-
cine.

Doctors are reluctant to call sur-
gery a possible cure because they 
can’t guarantee diabetes won’t 
come back.

But some patients, like Heather 
Britton, have passed the five-year 
mark when some experts consider 
cure or prolonged remission a pos-
sibility. Before the study, she was 
taking drugs for diabetes, high 
blood pressure and high cholester-
ol; she takes none now.

“It’s a miracle,” said Britton, a 
55-yeear-old computer program-
mer from suburban Cleveland.

“It saved my life. I have no doubt 
that I would have had serious com-
plications from my diabetes” be-
cause the disease killed her mother 
and grandmothers at a young age, 
she said.

About 26 million Americans 
have diabetes, and two-thirds of 
them are overweight or obese. Dia-
betes is a leading cause of heart 

disease, strokes, kidney failure, eye 
trouble and other problems.

It’s treated with various drugs 
and insulin, and doctors urge 
weight loss and exercise, but few 
people can drop enough pounds to 
make a difference. Bariatric surgery 
currently is mostly a last resort for 
very obese people who have failed 
less drastic ways to lose weight.

It costs $15,000 to $25,000 and 
Medicare covers it for very obese 
people with diabetes. Gastric bypass 
is the most common type: Through 
“keyhole” surgery, doctors reduce 
the stomach to a small pouch and 
reconnect it to the small intestine. 
Another type is sleeve gastrectomy, 
in which the size of the stomach is 
reduced less drastically.

Schauer’s study tested these two 
operations versus medication alone 
in 150 mildly obese people with 
severe diabetes. Their A1c levels - 
a key blood-sugar measure - were 
over 9 on average at the start. A 
healthy A1c is 6 or below and the 
study aimed for that, even though 
the American Diabetes Association 
sets an easier target of 7.

After three years, researchers had 
follow-up on 91 percent of the orig-
inal 150 patients. The medication 
group’s A1c averaged 8.4; the sur-
gery groups were at 6.7 and 7, with 
gastric bypass being a little better.

The surgery groups also shed 
more pounds - 25 percent and 21 
percent of their body weight versus 
4 percent for the medication group.

Some cholesterol and other heart 
risk factors also improved in the 
surgery groups and they required 
fewer medicines for these than at 
the start.

Doctors don’t know how surgery 
produces these benefits, but food 
makes the gut produce hormones 
to spur insulin, and trimming away 
part of it affects many hormones 
and metabolism.

Four patients needed a second 
surgery within a year but none did 
after that. Out-of-control diabetes 
has complications, too - many pa-

tients lose limbs or wind up on di-
alysis when their kidneys fail, and 
some need transplants.

An obesity surgery equipment 
company sponsored the study, and 
some of the researchers are paid 
consultants; the federal government 
also gave grant support.

Dr. Robert Ratner, chief scien-
tific and medical officer for the 
American Diabetes Association, 
said he was “very encouraged” 
that so many stayed in the study, 
and said it will remain important to 
follow participants longer, because 

many people who have weight-loss 
surgery regain substantial weight 
down the road.

“Any way you lose weight is 
beneficial” for curbing diabetes, he 
said, but “we need to be concerned 
about the cost and complications” 
of treatments. Diets cost less and 
have fewer side effects, Ratner said.

One other common type of obe-
sity surgery, stomach banding, was 
not part of this study. Its use has de-
clined in recent years as other types 
of surgery have shown long-term 
benefits for keeping weight off.

HEALTH

Surgery gives long-term help for obese diabetics
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From watery, itchy eyes to un-
bearable congestion, allergies can 
certainly ruin one’s day, or even the 
entire season. But, there’s no rea-
son to remain indoors in beautiful 
weather, say experts.

“One over-looked approach to-
wards feeling well lies in preven-
tion,” said Lisa Metzger, PhD.

With that in mind, Metzger is of-
fering six allergy-fighting tips:

• Get exercise. It may sound coun-
terintuitive to go outside if you suffer 
from airborne allergies, but moder-
ate exercise is known to strengthen 
the body’s immune response. Just 
be sure to watch the pollen count, 
and when it’s low squeeze in a brisk 
walk. If pollen count is high, head to 
the gym instead.

• Wash up. Use baby shampoo 
to wash your face and eye area in 
the shower. During allergy season, 
sweat can trap the pollen and ir-
ritants in the 
creases of the 
face where 
they are the 
most irritat-
ing. Baby 
shampoo is a 
safe alterna-
tive to wash 
away the dirt, 
sweat and 
symptoms of 
allergy sea-
son.

• Con-
sider natural 
supplements 
shown in 
published re-
search to help 
strengthen the 
immune sys-
tem.

Al le rg ies 
can be de-
scribed as 
being caused 
by the im-
mune system 
over-reacting 
to harmless 
particles (like 
pollen). It 
is smart to 
s t r e n g t h e n 
your im-
mune system 
by getting 
proper sleep 
and man-

aging your stress. 
Sometimes that is 
easier said than done; 
so taking a natural 
supplement shown 
to strengthen the im-
mune system can 
help.

• Limit dairy. Dairy 
causes the creation of 
phlegm, which can 
increase the intensity 
of allergy symptoms 
like runny nose, sore 
throat and cough.

• Change your diet. Incorporate 
natural antihistamines into your 
meals. Look for foods that contain 
flavonoids, such as tomatoes and 
blueberries, as well as Vitamin A 
found in green leafy vegetables and 
squash.

• Use a saline spray for your nose. 
This may not sound like much fun, 
but using an inexpensive saline 

spray or rinse is an effective way to 
flush pollen out of your nose. Saline 
sprays can be purchased at any local 
pharmacy.

“Your immunity affects every 
aspect of the day, from work per-
formance to emotional well-being,” 
said Metzger. “By taking proactive 
efforts for better health, you’ll be 
less likely to miss out on life this al-
lergy season.”

WASHINGTON - It’s not too 
late to get covered. A few routes 
remain open for those who missed 
the health care law’s big enroll-
ment deadline.

Millions may be eligible for a 
second chance to sign up for sub-
sidized insurance this year. And 
some people who get coverage af-
ter the deadline can still avoid, or 
at least reduce, the fine for going 
uninsured.

Here are five possible options 
for those still without insurance:

1. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THE GRACE PERIOD

This special break was created 
for anyone who began enrolling 
in an insurance marketplace by 
Monday’s deadline but didn’t 
finish. That includes people sty-
mied by website outages or over-
whelmed phone lines, missing 
information on applications, and 
other problems or confusion.

Those who started an applica-
tion on HealthCare.gov by March 
31 should log on and finish it as 
soon as possible. Federal officials 
say they will take what time is 
necessary to work through cases 
pending.

People applying online will 
have until April 15 to finish, ad-
ministration spokesman Aaron 
Albright said Tuesday. Paper ap-
plications will be accepted until 
April 7.

Consumers will have to attest 
that they had tried to enroll by 
March 31.

Rules vary in the 14 states run-
ning their own insurance market-
places.

For most people, going through 
a marketplace opens the door to 
lower costs. Those who use the 
grace period will get coverage 
starting May 1 and won’t owe a 
fine.

2. USE A SPECIAL ENROLL-
MENT PERIOD

The government also is offer-
ing special extensions for a host 
of problems that might have pre-
vented people from signing up 
through a marketplace: Natural di-
sasters. Domestic abuse. A serious 
illness. Mistakes by application 
counselors. Errors by insurance 
companies.

To seek a “special enrollment 
period,” contact the federal call 

center, at 1-800-318-2596, or 
your state marketplace and ex-
plain what went wrong. It’s on the 
honor system. If the extension is 
approved, that brings another 60 
days to enroll.

Also, at any time during the 
year, certain life events - such as 
changing jobs, getting married or 
divorced, or becoming a parent - 
open a 60-day window to sign up 
for marketplace coverage.

3. SIGN UP FOR MEDICAID
Those who qualify can still 

enroll in Medicaid - there’s no 
deadline. Eligibility is based on 
income and varies from state to 
state. About half the states ex-
panded their Medicaid programs. 
The main beneficiaries of the 
change are adults earning up to 
about $16,100 per year, with no 
children living at home. Previous-
ly, Medicaid was limited mostly 
to poor children and their parents 
and people with disabilities.

4. BUY INSURANCE OUT-
SIDE THE MARKETPLACES

The law doesn’t stop buyers 
from going directly to a private 
insurance company, but it may 
be hard to find one offering full 
coverage after the marketplace 
deadline. Insurers aren’t required 
to keep selling plans after the open 
enrollment period, and companies 
fear that those signing up later are 
more likely to be sick or injured. 
Short-term options that don’t 
cover pre-existing conditions are 
available. The plans might not be 
affordable, however. Plans bought 
outside the marketplaces don’t 

come with government subsidies 
that hold down the cost for people 
with low or mid-level incomes.

The penalty owed for going 
without insurance is based on the 
number of months without cover-
age.

The fine for going uninsured for 
the rest of the year is the greater of 
two formulas: about one percent 
of household income above the 
tax-filing threshold of $10,150 or 
$95 per adult and $47.50 per child 
under 18, up to $285 per family. 
It’s due to the IRS in April 2015.

5. GET READY FOR NEXT 
TIME

Open enrollment for 2015 is 
coming later this year. It’s sched-
uled to begin Nov. 15 and run 
just three months. That’s another 
chance to get covered or switch 
into a plan with subsidies.

Supporters of the law are call-
ing on President Barack Obama 
to make things easier next time 
around.

The advocacy group Fami-
lies USA suggested a bunch of 
improvements Tuesday, includ-
ing more face-to-face sign-ups, 
coordinating enrollment with 
tax-filing season so people better 
understand the fines, and improv-
ing coordination with Medicaid 
programs.

Something to think about: The 
uninsured penalty next year rises 
to two percent of income or $325 
per adult and $162.50 per child.

Associated Press writer Ricar-
do Alonso-Zaldivar contributed to 
this report.

Six surprising ways to beat  
allergy season this year

For many it’s not too late 
to get health coverage

StatePoint

   there were approximately 50,000 new 
cases of endometrial cancer last year, 
and a specific cause of this cancer of the 
lining of the uterus (endometrium) has 
yet to be found.  however, new research 
suggests that sugar-sweetened drinks 
may factor into its development.  
According to a study of women between 
ages 55 and 69, the most common 
type of endometrial cancer (estrogen-
dependent) was 78% more prevalent 
among women who regularly consumed 
sugar-sweetened drinks (compared with 
women who drank none).   this link may 
be explained by the fact that consumption 
of sugary beverages increases the risk 
of obesity and that endometrial cancer 
occurs disproportionately in obese 
women.  in developed nations, obesity is 
associated with at least half of estrogen-
dependent endometrial cancers.

   At the mississippi CAnCeR 
institUte, we encourage our patients 
to be informed, involved health care 
consumers.  that means taking charge 
of your health care, knowing your rights 
and responsibilities as a patient, and 
communicating your questions and 
concerns to your doctor.  With the latest 
equipment, ultra modern facilities, and 
the finest cancer treatment specialist 
anywhere, we offer a level of expertise 
you’ll only find at the country’s leading 
cancer centers and a level of caring 
and compassion you can only find at 
home.  to schedule an appointment, 
please call (601) 249-5510, or visit us at 
1501 Aston Avenue.   the risk of the less 
common non-hormonal endometrial 
cancer was not significantly affected 
by consumption of sugar-sweetened 
drinks.

is sUGAR linkeD With enDOmetRiAl CAnCeR?

By Marilynn Marchione 
AP Chief Medical Writer

In this Wednesday, March 26, 2014 photo, Heather Britton poses for a photo at her home in Bay Village, Ohio. New 
research is boosting hopes that weight-loss surgery can put some patients’ diabetes into remission for years and 
perhaps in some cases, for good. Some patients, like Britton, have passed the five-year mark when some experts 
consider cure or prolonged remission a possibility. Before the study, she was taking drugs for diabetes, high blood 
pressure and high cholesterol; she takes none now. AP PHOtO/tONy DejAk

In this Wednesday, March 26, 2014 photo, Heather Britton poses for a 
photo at her home in Bay Village, Ohio. New research is boosting hopes 
that weight-loss surgery can put some patients’ diabetes into remission 
for years and perhaps in some cases, for good. Some patients, like Brit-
ton, have passed the five-year mark when some experts consider cure or 
prolonged remission a possibility. Before the study, she was taking drugs 
for diabetes, high blood pressure and high cholesterol; she takes none 
now. AP PHOtO/tONy DejAk

By Connie Cass 
Associated Press



If you missed 
the news about 
the disappear-
ance of Malay-
sian Flight 370 
over the Indian 
Ocean, you 

must have been buried in sand.  
For three weeks, we have 

been bombarded with theo-
ries. Was it terrorism? Pilot 
error? Something else? Now 
the story has evolved. Were 
pieces of the plane found? Is 
everyone dead? How do the 
families of the presumed dead 
feel? (This is a really stupid 
question. How does the clue-
less reporter asking such a 
question think the people 
feel?)

CNN may well have been 
called MPN - the Missing 
Plane Network. An evening 
of watching covered the same 
angle with a different host and 
guests.

Some of the focus was cer-
tainly understandable, but oth-
er networks managed to find 
news of things going on that 
did not involve Flight 370. 
Still, the prevalent and relent-
less emphasis on the missing 
plane was excessive.

Couldn’t some of the air-
time granted Flight 370 have 
been used for equally criti-
cal matter? There were 239 
people on that plane, and there 
were more than 300 killed in 
2013.

I’m not suggesting an 
equivalency in the two types 
of tragedies, but I am suggest-
ing that the media might fo-
cus more on gun violence, its 
sources and possible solutions 
to end senseless violence.

Of course, that might anger 

the National Rifle Association 
whose specious slogan - guns 
don’t kill, people do - ignores 
the harm done by the prolif-
eration of guns in our nation.

President Obama has chal-
lenged our nation’s educators 
to increase the percentage of 
young people attending and 
graduating from college, so 
that we might better com-
pete with other industrialized 
countries.

People applaud at these 
sentiments, but these educa-
tional goals get little media 
attention. Yet, such coverage 
would raise an important issue 
and, perhaps, push us toward 
solutions.

I do not begrudge the exten-
sive coverage of Flight 370. 
The disappearance of a plane 
is both a mystery and a trag-
edy. But the excessive cover-
age of Flight 370 reminds us 
of the power of the media. If 
something is repeated enough 
and “repeatedly enough,” it 
wiggles its way into our con-
sciousness.

Thus, the pilots have been 
tried and convicted by media 
speculation, without anyone 
actually knowing what hap-
pened.

What if such repetition were 
used to highlight some of our 
nation’s most serious social 
and economic challenges? 
What if we could get a couple 
of networks, just for a week, to 
focus on reading proficiency, 
or the environment, or poverty 
and inequality?

Perhaps we can’t focus on 
these issues because we can’t 
agree on their causes, not when 
the likes of Rand Paul are run-
ning around excoriating the 
poor and the unemployed ev-
ery chance he gets. Or despite 

this long and frigid winter, the 
global warming deniers won’t 
give any ground.

The media is used to rivet- 
ing attention toward an issue 
or challenge. Unfortunately, it 
has rarely been used for good, 
although it could be.

What if viewers demanded 
that there is some focus on 
these essential issues? What if 
there were a media campaign 
to encourage children to read 
more, and encourage parents 
and teachers to encourage this 
reading.

Such a campaign might in-
clude paid advertising, but 
much of it might be driven 
by news stories. “May I have 
your attention please… about 
poverty and unemployment?  
May I have your attention 
about the status of our young 
people? What about the litera-
cy issue? The scarcity of open 
space in some cities?

“May I have your attention 
about the importance of get-
ting out the vote?” I want your 
attention about the effective-
ness of standardized tests. I 
need your attention on the au-
tomobile manufacturers who 
sell defective cars and take 
a whole three years to recall 
them.

In the wake of the Flight 
370 tragedy, we will learn, 
undoubtedly, about those who 
lost their lives because of the 
tragedy. Only rarely, however, 
will we learn about the most 
recent victims of gun violence.  

“May I have your atten-
tion….., please!”

Julianne Malveaux is a 
Washington, D.C.-based 
economist and writer. She is 
President Emerita of Bennett 
College for Women in Greens-
boro, N.C.

OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

A liberal dose of intolerance
Our nation is 

about to commemo-
rate the 46th anni-
versary of the assas-
sination of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. - April 4, 1968.  

He gave his life so that we could 
fully participate in all that America 
has to offer.

Since his death, America has 
made major strides towards freedom 
and equality for all. Blacks no longer 
face the same degree of racial hostil-
ity and hatred from whites like in the 
days of old. To that end, Dr. King’s 
death was not in vain.

But within the black community, 
I can no longer say with confidence 
that Dr. King’s death was not in vain.  
Many believe that Dr. King’s strong 
opposition to the Vietnam War was 
the final straw that broke the prover-
bial camel’s back.

We have gone from the Vietnam 
War to the war of words. The Viet-
nam War killed many thousands of 
Americans, but the war of words are 
destroying the very soul of a people.

Rappers are calling our women 
“bitches and hos.” Our athletes and 
entertainers rarely take a principled 
stand on any relevant issues affect-
ing our community. Many of our 
own movies do nothing but show 
the worst in us.

We justify this behavior with the 
mantra of “I have a right to do what-
ever.” Well, along with your right 
comes a responsibility, a responsi-
bility to show our community that 
through the sacrifice of Dr. King, we 
have become the embodiment of his 
dream.

But it wasn’t his dream alone.  
The dream was fueled by the likes of 

Fannie Lou Hamer, Claudette Col-
vin, and Rosa Parks. The dream was 
bankrolled by the likes of Harry Be-
lafonte, Bill Cosby, Dick Gregory, 
Jim Brown, and John Johnson.

Johnson died at the ripe old age 
of 87 in 2005.  But his legacy lives 
on through his two flagship publi-
cations, Jet and Ebony magazines.  
From their beginnings, these maga-
zines showcased the best in black 
America.

Jamilah Lemieux, senior editor 
for Ebony magazine, obviously has 
no understanding or appreciation 
for the sacrifice that Johnson made 
to build his media empire, Johnson 
Publishing Company.

The ironic thing is that she is from 
Chicago, which is where Johnson 
Publishing Company is headquar-
tered; and she attended Howard Uni-
versity, which has a building and a 
program named after Johnson (The 
John H. Johnson School of Commu-
nications).

Obtaining a college degree does 
not mean you are educated, it simply 
means you passed certain courses.  
Being educated is indicated by an 
ability to engage in critical thinking 
and conversation; Lemieux is inca-
pable of engaging in either.

Recently, she was engaged in a 
twitter conversation about a new 
conservative magazine, American 
CurrencySee, that is being headed 
up by neurosurgeon, Dr. Ben Carson 
and Armstrong Williams. I am also 
one of their columnists.

In her twitter feed, she begins to 
cast aspersions at Dr. Carson. My 
friend and colleague in the battle 
for the heart and soul of the black 
community, Raffi Williams, sent her 
a tweet suggesting that she get to 
know about Dr. Carson’s life.

She stated in no uncertain terms, 

“I 100 percent do not want to know 
more. I wish I knew less!” In refer-
ring to Raffi, she continued, “Oh 
great, here comes a white dude tell-
ing me how to do this black thing.  
Pass.” I have known Raffi for many 
years and I know for a fact certain 
he has been “black” most of his life.

Furthermore, his race should have 
had nothing to do with her response 
to his suggestion of valuing diver-
sity of thought. Isn’t that central to 
the whole notion of being educated?  
Obviously, she failed that course.

You can google Lemieux to read 
the complete twitter exchange. But 
isn’t it amazing that Dr. King died 
because of racism and now people 
like Lemieux have become the very 
thing that King fought against?

Two weeks ago, liberals lost their 
minds over a statement Congress-
man Paul Ryan made about poverty.  
These same critics have yet to utter 
one word of support to Raffi and 
have not uttered one word of criti-
cism to Lemieux.

Congresswoman Barbara Lee, 
Congressional Black Caucus, 
NAACP, Melissa Perry, Joy Reid, 
Rachel Maddow, Chris Matthews, 
where are your denunciations of in-
tolerance? 

The Human Rights Campaign, 
National Council of La Raza, Con-
gresswoman Nance Pelosi, Bill 
Clinton, Hillary Clinton, could I just 
one time hear your voice filled with 
righteous indignation over the intol-
erance that blacks in the Republican 
Party face every day from liberals?

Raynard Jackson is president & 
CEO of Raynard Jackson & Asso-
ciates, LLC., a Washington, D.C.-
based public relations/government 
affairs firm. He can be reached 
through his website, www.raynard-
jackson.com. 

An attention span 
beyond Flight 370
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“Until the kill-
ing of black men, 
black mothers’ 
sons, becomes as 
important to the 
rest of the country 
as the killing of a 

white mother’s son, we who believe 
in freedom cannot rest until this 
happens.” - Ella Baker

The quote above is from Ella 
Baker 50 years ago, and like so 
much about this visionary civil 
rights leader it is still just as relevant 
today. She was talking about the 
murders of Civil Rights Movement 
workers James Chaney, Andrew 
Goodman, and Michael Schwerner, 
who disappeared together in Mis-
sissippi in June 1964. Chaney was 
black, and Goodman and Schwer-
ner were white.

Ella Baker was an outspoken 
warrior against injustice and in-
equality her entire life, and always, 
always unwilling to rest. Her words 
continue to be a rallying cry for all 
of us who believe our nation still 
does not see and value black and 
white children’s lives the same way. 

I first met Mrs. Baker during my 
senior year at Spelman College in 
Atlanta. She was a staff member 
of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference (SCLC) and was 
often a powerful behind-the-scenes 
adviser to close colleagues like Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Ella Baker believed in servant 
leadership and shared leadership 
rather than charismatic leadership 
and encouraged young people like 
me to find and lift our own voices 
and join them with others.

She was instrumental in found-
ing the Student Nonviolent Coor-
dinating Committee (SNCC) and 
fought to make sure we retained our 
own independent organization as 
students rather than simply becom-
ing the youth arm of the Dr. King-
led SCLC.

Julian Bond, Diane Nash, Bob 
Moses and many other fellow stu-
dent activists and young activists 
were all influenced by her example, 
counsel and convening and share a 
special debt of reverence and grati-
tude.

Ella Baker was born in 1903 in 
Norfolk, Va. She had a strict moth-
er, a warm and caring father, and a 
large extended family of grandpar-
ents, uncles, and aunts who shared 
what they had with the poor. She 
was a fighter and as a child beat 
up white children who called her 
names. 

Since there 
was no school-
ing for black 
children be-
yond elemen-
tary years in her 
area, she went 
off to boarding 
school at Shaw 
University in 
Raleigh, N.C., 
and was vale-
dictorian of her 
high school and 
college graduat-
ing classes.

She moved 
to Harlem, got 
caught up in 
its excitement, 
and went every-
where to hear 
lectures and 
speeches and 
read in libraries 
to learn every-
thing she could. 
After working as a domestic and 
as a waitress, she got a job with the 
Negro National News published 
by George Schuyler who later 
recommended her for a job at the 
NAACP. She rapidly rose through 
NAACP ranks.

“Wherever she went,” her bi-
ographer and friend Joanne Grant 
wrote in Ella Baker: Freedom 
Bound, “she created a whirlwind, 
leaving a scatter of papers, notes, 
leaflets, church programs, and 
phone numbers in her wake. . . She 
never let up her struggle to increase 
the role of the rank and file.”

Ella Baker pushed for organi-
zational structure and rules in the 
NAACP just as she did later at 
SCLC and SNCC. Ella Baker was 
the one who sat down with Bayard 
Rustin and Stanley Levinson to 
discuss how to create a continuing 
movement out of the Montgomery 
bus boycott, which led to SCLC’s 
formation. 

As the first staff member hired 
for SCLC, it was Ella Baker who 
tried to put the new organization 
in operating order so that Dr. King 
was not just a leader who reacted to 
and jumped from one event to the 
next. She worked to give SCLC the 
capacity to plan and implement ac-
tion. 

And Ella Baker was the one who 
convinced Dr. King to bring me and 
about 200 other black college stu-
dents who had been arrested for en-
gaging in sit-in protests to open up 
lunch counters around the South to 
a meeting at her alma mater, Shaw 
University.

My first plane ride ever was from 
Atlanta to Raleigh for that meeting. 
SNCC was the meeting’s result.

Ella Baker was fully aware of 
but unintimidated by the men she 
worked with who devalued the 
advice of women and sometimes 
resented her forcefulness, prodding, 
and “mothering.”

She made no special effort to be 
ingratiating. She labored at SCLC 
as she had at the NAACP to raise 
money, conduct voter registration 
drives, speak to citizens groups 
(sometimes ten times a day), and 
travel to community after commu-
nity to help people help themselves.

I remember her counsel, as I think 
about sustaining and strengthening 
the Children’s Defense Fund’s mis-
sion today and future tomorrow for 
the long haul struggle to create and 
maintain a level playing field for 
every child.

I learned from her the crucial 
importance of training a successor 
generation of young servant-leaders 
which has been a strong priority of 
CDF’s since its inception.

We all honor Ella Baker by keep-
ing her belief in freedom and equal-
ity alive until it becomes reality for 
every mother’s child.

Marian Wright Edelman is presi-
dent of the Children’s Defense Fund 
whose Leave No Child Behind® 
mission is to ensure every child a 
Healthy Start, a Head Start, a Fair 
Start, a Safe Start and a Moral 
Start in life and successful passage 
to adulthood with the help of car-
ing families and communities. For 
more information go to www.child-
rensdefense.org.

Ella Baker: My Civil 
Rights heroine
By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist

Jindal Politics
By Chuck Siler, Carrollton,  TX, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

By Raynard Jackson
NNPA Columnist



I have just 
come off one of 
the busiest fam-
ily weekends 
that I’ve had 
in a while and 
almost a week 

later, my body is still feeling 
the physical effects of it.

It all began on Thursday, 
March 27, with a special 
friend of the family arriv-
ing in town. My family met 
our guest for dinner and we 
shared a wonderful evening 
of fellowship. Friday we cel-
ebrated the birth of my now 
18 year old son and then Sat-
urday, my baby boy prepared 
for and attended his Senior 
prom. On Sunday we attend-
ed regular worship service as 
a family, took professional 
family photos, and returned 
to church later in the after-
noon for our Annual Usher 
Day Celebration.

Now, to you, this may not 
sound like much but for me 
it was a weekend filled with 
blessings. Thursday’s din-
ner was with the president of 
a company located in New 
York City. The company 
awarded my son “Special 
Recognition” for an essay he 
wrote recently. The gentle-
man was so impressed with 
my son’s essay that he wanted 
to meet the entire family. He 
notified us prior to coming to 
the city of Jackson for busi-
ness and we agreed to meet 
him. By the end of dinner, we 
all agreed that we each had 
made a friend for life.

Oh, and did I forget to 
mention that during this din-
ner, the pre-birthday boy was 
given carte blanche privileg-
es and he took full advantage 
of it. He was a very happy 
young man.

Friday, the family enjoyed 
another dinner out as we 
celebrated our young man’s 
18th birthday. Of course, he 
opened presents through-
out the day and hung out 
with friends that evening. 
Saturday, I was in “momma 
prom” mode. Of course I’m 
still being teased by family 
and friends because I took a 
couple of pictures with my 
son and his prom date. If I do 
say so myself, we all photo-
graphed well.

As is our family’s norm, 
we spent our Sunday giving 
glory to God. For my family, 
this is not a one day a week 
occurrence, but a daily walk 
with Him. But on this Sun-
day, I found myself speaking 
to “Our Father” louder and 
more intensely than I have 
in a while. My praise to God 
was in honor of the family 
bond that we share; for the 
love of my husband and chil-
dren, and for the piece and 
joy that God has filled my 

life with. I am so blessed.
Since my tenure as the Re-

ligion editor of The Missis-
sippi Link newspaper, I have 
had the pleasure to share with 
you so many of the wonder-
ful things that have taken 
place in my life, the lives of 
my loved ones, the happen-
ings of my church and the 
blessings that God continues 
to bestow upon me and oth-
ers.

If given the opportunity to 
shout the love and pride that 
I have for my family from a 
mountaintop, why should I 
hesitate? I consider The Mis-
sissippi Link one opportunity 
to shout it out loud.

You know, if you stop and 
think about it, aren’t we all 
blessed in ways that may 
seem insignificant to many 
but truly are wonderful gifts 
from God?  Our Father loves 
us, His children, so much 
that he is constantly provid-
ing us gifts that we so often 
take for granted. Dinners, 
friendships, and even birth-
days may seem like little 
things but everything that we 
experience is a gift from our 
Father in Heaven.

1 John 3:1 (NIV) reads: 
How great is the love the Fa-
ther has lavished on us, that  
we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we 
are.

God’s love for His children 
is so abundant. We are His 
pride and joy and He wants 
us to succeed in all that we 
do as we glorify His name. 
He never tires of blessing 
us and we, as His children, 
should never tire of sharing 
those blessings with others.

Our testimonies, our good 
deeds, and our devotion to 
one another are all expres-
sions of our love for our 
Father. As His children, we 
should never tire of sharing 
His name.

If you will, please recall 
the verse that I often share 
with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beauti-
ful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who 
proclaim salvation, who say 
to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Mis-
sissippi, would like to not 
only share your news but all 
who would like to tell oth-
ers about the Lord’s good-
ness and about their places 
of worship and even those 
religious institutions that are 
visited.

Contact Daphne M. Hig-
gins at religion@missis-
sippilink.com. Fax 601-
896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Missis-
sippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

R E i g n i n g 
A n n o u n c E M E n t s

College Hill M. B. Church, will celebrate its 107 
church anniversary the weekend of April 5 – 6.  
The celebration will begin with a picnic on Satur-
day, April 5, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. at LeFleur’s 
Bluff Park. On Sunday, April 6, Sunday School 
will begin at 8:30 a.m. and worship service at 10 
a.m.  The guest minister is Dr. I. D. Thompson, 
pastor of Metropolitan Baptist Church in Clarks-
dale, and a former member of College Hill.  For 
more information call 601.355.2670.

The impend-
ing mayoral 
special election 
should remind 
many pastors 
and churches of 
the importance 

of being civically informed 
and engaged. During every 
election cycle candidates 
for whatever office visit our 
churches and appeal to poten-
tial voters. Car windshields in 
the parking lots are covered 
with campaign literature or 
propaganda against contend-
ers.

Sometimes it feels as if 
churches are taken for grant-
ed…until election time. The 
fault lies not just with politi-
cos; it also lies at the feet of 
pastors who don’t demand 
more from those offering 
themselves for elected office. 
Pastors are courted for their 
special prayers, votes, and full 
throated endorsements without 
promised accountability. Few 
pastors weigh the candidates’ 
visions, strategies, and histo-
ries before backing the man or 
woman of their choice.

I think it’s time for a para-
digm shift here in Jackson. Not 
just in this special election, but 
for all future elections and the 
“in-between” times. Pastors 
and the people of God must 
demand more of ourselves and 
politicians so that persistent, 
measureable progress can be 
attained with moral convic-
tions.

As a Christian leader, I am 
well aware that when we go to 
the polls we are not electing a 
pastor or bishop or denomina-
tional leader. I also know that 
pastoral involvement should in 
no way hinder the democratic 
expressions of candidates and 
our fellow citizens. Whoever 

our elected officials are, they 
must represent all Jacksonians 
regardless of color, class or 
creed. Nonetheless the Church 
is to be salt and light and seek 
the common good for all the 
city. In many ways we preach-
ers and parishioners have 
failed to be that both in the 
past and presently. We must 
confess our sins and seek the 
Lord’s mercy. 

My prayer is that pastors 
going forward will seek can-
didates who will represent and 
be accountable to more than 
a popularity vote or to assur-
ances of prestige and political 
access. Pastors and politicians 
who desire to serve the capi-
tal city must be held to high 
standards of transformational 
servant leadership. This means 
that we must love the people 
more than we love position and 
power, and that we must lead 
them from a place of service 
and not selfish gain. Since the 
mayoral election is coming up 
April 8, I think it’s fitting to of-
fer how I think each candidate 
in this and future races should 
align themselves to virtues es-
sential to public servanthood.

Integrity and Independence
Our next mayor must be a 

man or woman with deep mor-
al conviction, unbought and 
unbossed by idolatrous corpo-
rate and/or political interests, 
and whose personal and pro-
fessional life will not come to 
bring reproach and shame on 
our city. He or she must be a 
principled servant leader and 
have a trustworthy track re-
cord of doing the right thing, 
even when it costs them tran-
sient pleasure or power. They 
must answer ultimately to the 
higher power and a higher 
good, thereby not betraying 
the people she or he is privi-
leged to serve.

Imagination and Innovation

Our next mayor must be 
maladjusted with the status 
quo of previous generations, 
possess the capacity for long 
range strategic visioning, and 
be daring enough to take nec-
essary calculated risks that 
will bless every ward of our 
city. He or she must demon-
strate an ability to communi-
cate compelling vision where 
average citizens are central 
and excellence is always the 
minimum standard; and have 
the innovative perception to 
collaboratively realize such 
visions through corresponding 
policies, programs, and prac-
tices that support and sustain 
equitable economic growth 
and opportunity for everyone.

Intelligence and Insight
Our next mayor must be 

well read and well informed 
both of comprehensive city 
affairs and of state, national 
and global opportunities and 
threats. He or she must have 
considerable business acumen, 
fiscal dexterity, and a depth 
of knowledge concerning the 
dynamic functions of govern-
ment and how efficiency and 
progressive public policies can 
improve our citizens’ quality 
of life. But he or she mustn’t 
simply accumulate informa-
tion - she or he must know how 
to interpret and glean wisdom 
from it. Lastly, he or she must 
already show he or she can sur-
round himself or herself with a 
competent team of wise and 
just advisors, while also be-
ing humble enough to actively 
listen to dissenting voices and 
disinherited citizens.

Inspiration and Industriousness
Our next mayor must be an 

ambassador and champion able 
to inspire citizens to civic hope 
and action both in his or her 
word and deed. They must al-
ready have put some work in, 
demonstrating they rallied di-

verse and dedicated coalitions 
that get righteous things done. 
Additionally, they must be ca-
pable of brokering the neces-
sary yet virtuous partnerships 
within and beyond the city that 
will be catalytic for further 
positive movement and devel-
opment throughout Jackson. 

Inclusion and Impartiality
Our next mayor must be 

confident in his or her val-
ues system representing the 
concerns and yearnings of a 
religiously, racially, economi-
cally, ideologically, and po-
litically diverse city. She or he 
must be aware of the enduring 
legacy of racial and economic 
injustice and hold precious the 
concerns of the materially and 
spiritually impoverished. They 
must be fair and just in their 
decisions and visioning so that 
all Jacksonians - especially the 
least of these - can flourish.

The man or woman who 
possesses these qualities is 
best prepared to progressively 
lead our city; best able to cast 
an aspirational vision through 
whose fulfillment all wards 
prosper; and best accountable 
to the people she or he serves 
and not the vices of power, 
privilege, and position.

May the Lord lead us in our 
discernment and may God 
grant us the right leader for 
such a time as this.

Now unto Him who is able 
to do exceedingly, abundantly, 
above all we can ask or think 
according to the power at work 
in us, be glory in the Church 
and in our capital city. Amen!

The Rev. CJ Rhodes serves 
as rector of the historic Oak-
land Memorial Chapel and 
director of Student Religious 
Life at Alcorn State University. 
He is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of MS and Duke Universi-
ty. Pastor Rhodes is married to 
Allison Thomas-Rhodes.

This week’s 
d i s c u s s i o n 
about, “The 
need for bad 
things to hap-
pen to good 
people,” will 

come from Daniel 6:14. Our 
focus will be “To manifest 
God’s favor on our lives.”

As we hover over this text 
today we shall see the favor of 
God on Daniel’s life in both 
desirable and undesirable cir-
cumstances. King Darius had 
set 120 princes to help rule his 
kingdom then he placed three 
presidents over the princes 
and Daniel was one of those 
princes (Daniel 6:2). The first 
president was general of the 
army, the second president 
was in charge of the palace, 
the third president presided 
over the land and provinces.

In Daniel 5:7, 16, 29, God’s 
favor was shown in Daniel’s 
life in that he had the ability 
to interpret the writing on the 
wall which the King promised 
that whoever was able to in-
terpret the writing would be 
given gifts and would be made 
third in rank in the whole 
kingdom.

God’s favor was shown in 
Daniel’s life in his work/oc-
cupation (Daniel 6:3). One 
scholar said, “This heathen 
king preferred Daniel, a 
stranger to all his nobles and 
those he was familiar with, be-
cause the graces of God were 
more excellent in him than 
in others.” If you want to get 
ahead at work don’t just work 
hard, but spend time with God 
and develop your relationship 
with Him and He will give you 
favor. Daniel was a Jew but 
his workmates were the same 
race as the king; but the king 
favored Daniel because God 
favored Daniel and because 
Daniel favored God with his 
life of dedication and prayer.

As a result, Daniel unavoid-
ably acquired some enemies. 
Daniel 6:4-6 tells us that the 
other presidents and princes 
became jealous of Daniel and 
started trying to find fault in 
his work, but couldn’t find 
any. 

They knew Daniel was 
faithful in prayer so they met 
to come up with a plan to trap 
him based on his religious 
faith. In verse 7, they went to 
the king and said they wanted 
to have all the people worship 
him as a god for 30 days. Why 

just 30 days?
Daniel’s enemies schemed 

to get rid of him, but God al-
lowed this to transpire and 
used it to manifest His favor 
in Daniel’s life. Sometimes 
certain favor is manifested 
only in the toughest of times. 
Daniel’s favor was not just in 
the palace, but his favor was 
in the lion’s pit as well.

The Bible actually tells us 
how to attain the favor of God. 
Proverbs 3:3-4, “Let not mer-
cy and faithfulness forsake 
you; bind them about your 
neck, write them on the tablet 
of your heart.” The verse (4) 
that follows says, “So you will 
find favor and good under-
standing in the sight of God 
and man.” So, being kind and 
faithful to God gives you fa-
vor with both God and people. 

Most of us tend to think of 
favor with people in terms 
of being popular and most 
people like us. But remember 
what Jesus said in Luke 6:26, 
“Woe unto you, when all men 
speak well of you! They also 
spoke well of false prophets.” 
If everybody likes you then 
you might be a fake.

But favor doesn’t always 
mean that people will like 
you. Favor means that God 

will bless you in spite of those 
who don’t like you and try to 
hinder you. 

Favor is the Lord preparing 
a table for you in the midst of 
your enemies although they 
did everything they could to 
stop you. 

Favor is God using even 
your enemies to bless you in 
some way. 

Favor is when God turns 
enemies not just into step-
ping stones, but turns foes into 
friends. 

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Cen-
ter, 464 Church Rd., Madison. 
Residents of Madison, he and 
wife, Minister Yolanda; are 
the proud parents of three 
daughters. He received de-
grees from Criswell College 
in Dallas; Southern Methodist 
University - Perkins School of 
Theology; and a Masters of 
Divinity from Memphis Theo-
logical Seminary. A pastor for 
23 years, Collier serves as a 
volunteer chaplain for vari-
ous law enforcement agen-
cies in the metro area and for 
the Mississippi Governor’s 
Mansion. He may be reached 
by calling 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail kar-
ab5@live.com.

to serve this present age:  political 
service as servant leadership

the need for bad things to 
happen to god’s people

P A s t o R A l  P o i n t s

n E w s  f R o M  t h E  w o R d

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M.Div
Special to The Mississippi Link
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College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of April 3

1.	 Beautiful	Day	 	 	 Jamie	Grace
2.	 Beautiful	 	 	 Mali	Music
3.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
4.	 Help	 	 	 	 Erica	Campbell	featuring	Lecrae
5.	 Break	Every	Chain	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
6.	 It’s	Working	 	 	 William	Murphy
7.	 I	Can	Only	Imagine	 	 Tamela	Mann
8.	 Nothing	Without	You	 	 Jason	Nelson
9.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
10.	 Live	Through	It	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS     ARTISTS     ALBUM

P R e S e R v e d

Twenty six 
years ago, my 
father died. I 
was in my col-
lege dorm room 
when I got the 
call from my 

younger sister that something 
had happened to my father. 
She was crying uncontrolla-
bly and I could barely make 
out what she was saying. The 
only thing I could understand 
between her sobs was “Daddy 
had died but was on his way 
to the hospital.” I immediately 
hung up the phone, grabbed 
the keys to my car and rushed 
out of my room. I could barely 
control my emotions and drive 
as fast as I could to the hospi-
tal on the other side of town. 
All that kept running through 
my mind as I sped in rush hour 
traffic was what could have 
happened.

I found out what my sister 
meant when I got to the hos-
pital. He had actually died but 
was brought back to life by a 
next door neighbor who knew 
CPR. EMS technicians then 
transported him to the hospi-
tal where we got the diagnosis 
that he had both sleep apnea 
and heart arrhythmia. Be-
cause of the sleep apnea, he’d 
stopped breathing while he 
was taking a nap. While he’d 
stopped breathing, his heart 
had also stopped beating. 
He stayed in the hospital for  
months as doctors worked to 
repair the damage to his heart 
and vital organs.

Part of the solution for his 
heart arrhythmia was to in-
stall a defibrillator which 
would shock his heart back 
to normal rhythm if it ever 
stopped again. When  his 

heart stops, the machine 
sends a bolt of electricity that 
my father doesn’t even feel…
but it keeps his heart beating 
on time. The family didn’t 
completely understand how 
an electrical shock wouldn’t 
bring him more pain but we 
were just glad that they were 
able to keep him alive.

I never thought that having 
a shock to the heart would be 
a good thing. When our hearts 
become weakened or even 
dead to sin, God sometimes 
allows jolts to get our hearts 
back on rhythm. I’ve recently 
had some “shocks” that jolted 
my heart. What these jolts 
did was remind me that even 
though I thought my “heart”  
was right, I still needed to 
work on genuine forgive-
ness. Psalm 37: 4 says that if 
we delight in the LORD, he 
will  give us the desires of our 
heart.

Delighting in God means 
that we make a conscious de-
cision to discern and follow 
his will even in the most dif-
ficult circumstances.

Like my Daddy, I didn’t re-
alize that I had a problem with 
that issue, until something 
happened that broke my heart. 
In the healing process, God 
showed me how that jolt was 
not intended to “kill” me but 
merely to show me that my 
heart needed to be strength-
ened.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship ends.” Join her 
April 5th at 10:30 a.m. at The 
Dock Bookshop in Fort Worth 
for the free Pens and Pan-
cakes Writer’s Brunch. She 
can be reached at lovehang-
over@juno.com. 

Shock Treatment
By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  e-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

When bitterness 
sets in, righteous-
ness will be left out.  
When individuals 
become bitter, they 
also become judg-
mental. Judgmen-

tal people are picky. They actually 
look for faults in people. They are 
never satisfied.

To them, there is always some-
thing wrong in the worship services 
or with the singing or the preach-
ing. A bitter person always has a 
chip on his or her shoulder, so to 
speak, or an axe to grind. You must 
be careful of one who is bitter.

The author of Hebrews 12:14-
15 records, “Follow peace with all 
men, and holiness, without which 

no man shall see the Lord: Looking 
diligently lest any man fail of the 
grace of God; lest any root of bitter-
ness springing up trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled.”

The Scripture says you must 
look diligently, or give close atten-
tion to it. It is your Christian duty to 
see that your salvation stays secure 
and that you do not lack the grace 
of God. When people come against 
you with bitterness and slander, do 
not get down in the trenches with 
them.

Jesus would never bring Him-
self down to the same level of 
those who persecuted Him. The 
Apostles could have become bit-
ter. They were mistreated, ridiculed 
and threatened, but they were kept 
by the grace of God. You can stand 
for truth and stand against com-

promise, worldliness, wickedness 
and division and still keep a sweet 
spirit.

No one is going to see the inside 
of Heaven with a bitter spirit. Bit-
terness is a destroyer. It destroys 
homes, congregations and the best 
of friends. It will set you back spiri-
tually in your life. You cannot have 
bitterness in your heart and have a 
good relationship with God at the 
same time.

My friend, a man or a woman 
who turns away from God is a very 
dangerous individual. You need to 
always keep in your mind that mis-
ery loves company.

Bitterness can be removed if you 
are willing to let it go. However, 
you must not nurse it, hold on to 
it, pamper it, or baby it. You must 
get rid of it. Why? It will defile you, 

and it will also defile many others.
God will help you, but you need 

to listen to His Word and obey it.  
God cannot make you get rid of 
bitterness, but He will certainly be 
there to help you get rid of it if you 
will let Him. When the Holy Spirit 
fills us, however, he can heal the 
hurt that causes bitterness.

We must pursue peace as we be-
come more Christ-like.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Joynes Road Church of God, 
31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 
23669. He is married to Velma L. 
Green. He honorably served in the 
U.S. Army for 20 years. Rev. Green 
is a member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church of 
God, Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
chairman of the Southeastern Asso-
ciation of The Church of God, Inc.

New Jerusalem Church, 1285 
Raymond Rd., Jackson, will host 
best-selling author Priscilla Shirer,  
Saturday, April 5, at 8 a.m. and 
ends at 4:30 p.m. Priscilla Shirer 
Live, sponsored by Nashville-
based publishing company Life-
Way Christian Resources, will 
feature Shirer’s dynamic storytell-
ing and passionate Bible teaching. 

The daughter of evangelist, Dr. 
Tony Evans, Shirer has authored a 
number of published Bible stud-
ies, books, and devotionals specif-
ically for women including Life-
Way-published Bible studies such 
as Gideon: Your Weakness. God’s 
Strength, Jonah: Navigating a Life 
Interrupted, and Discerning the 
Voice of God. Shirer’s organiza-

tion, Going Beyond Ministries, is 
based out of Dallas.

Recording artist, and younger 
brother of Shirer, Anthony Ev-
ans, is slated to lead worship for 
the event. Evans was recently fea-
tured on NBC’s reality show The 
Voice. For nearly a decade, Evans 
has voiced the Gospel with such a 
melodic, thought-provoking style 
that he has immerged as one of 
Christian music’s premiere male 
vocalists and worship leaders. 
With five solo projects and two 
music videos, Anthony’s cross-
over music has vibrated the doors 
of the church and ventured be-
yond.

The event also features a unique 
prayer time, both challenges and 
encourages women to grow deep-

ly in their faith.
Doors for this free event will 

open at 7:15 a.m. Saturday will be 
one full day of music and worship; 
sessions led by Priscilla Shirer; 
and opportunities for fellowship 

with other women from our com-
munity.

For additional information, 
visit www.lifeway.com. To register 
for the Priscilla Shirer Live Simul-
cast, go to www.NJC-MS.org

Root cause of bitterness

Storyteller leads women in the Bible 

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Mississippi Link Newswire

EvansShirer
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CLASSIFIED

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 2280 - lanier High school Window Restoration project

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 5, 2014, at which time and place 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conference con-
cerning the project will be held at Lanier High School Cafeteria, 833 W. 
Maple Street, Jackson, MS  39203, on April 28, 2014, at 3:30 P.M.  At-
tendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly sug-
gested.

The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if ap-
proved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  A 
$50.00 deposit shall be required on each set of plans and specifications, 
to be refunded upon return of all documents in good condition, returned 
by 4:30 p.m. the day before bid opening.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Burris/
Wagnon Architects, P.A., 500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue, Jackson, 
MS 39216, Phone:  601-969-7543, Fax:  601-969-9374.  Email: stan@
burriswagon.com 

04/3/2014, 04/10/2014 

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

sECTiOn 00 11 13
ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is soliciting bid proposals from qualified firms 
to provide short term sanitary sewer wastewater flow monitoring in various sew-
ersheds within the City limits. Sealed bids will be received by the City Council at 
the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, May 6, 2014, for sup-
plying all labor and materials (as specified) necessary for the SEWERSHED 
EVALUATION FLOW MONITORING, CITY PROJECT NUMBER 3B0500902.

The scope of services shall include installation of 46 flow meters, installation of 
4 rain gauges, maintenance of all installed equipment, weekly data collection, 
data processing, and reporting for a 90-120 day period for each meter.  

Flow meters and rain gauges will be installed within sixty (60) days and the 
Contract time shall be 180 consecutive calendar days from the effective date 
shown in the Notice to Proceed. After all meters are installed, ninety (90) days 
of continuous operation and data production is required for each flow meter and 
rain gauge prior to the completion date, with an option to extend the monitor-
ing for an additional thirty (30) days. Rain gauges will operate throughout the 
entire period that flow meters are being operated. Because the City of Jackson 
faces stipulated penalties from U.S.E.P.A. if the flow monitoring is not timely 
completed, liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar 
day the Work has not achieved Final Completion after the 180 day performance 
period. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be as follows:

Period:     Penalty Per Day:
1 - 30 days    $500
31 - 60 days    $1,000
61-180 days    $2,000
More than 180 days    $5,000

plus any additional actual costs incurred by the Owner. These actual costs in-
clude, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other project related 
costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and 
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in 
accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Oppor-
tunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall dis-
qualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. 
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Pro-
gram, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 601-960-1638. 
Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are 
available at 218 South President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invita-
tion and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating 
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, em-
ployment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corpora-
tions, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek 
to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City 
to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for 
employment opportunities.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed in an 
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for SEWER-
SHED EVALUATION FLOW MONITORING, CITY PROJECT NO. 3B0500902.” 

Bids and EBO plans shall be submitted in triplicate, stapled individually, sealed 
and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the 
hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 
90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid a separate attachment stating his quali-
fications to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list past 
projects of similar size and nature, a list of references with name and telephone 
number, a list of key personnel who will perform the work, and other information 
supporting the bidder’s qualifications as required by the project specifications.

A Pre Bid Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at 1:30 P.M., lo-
cal time in the 5th Floor Conference Room of the Department of Public Works 
at 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Attendance by Contractors 
intending to bid on the project is strongly encouraged.  All potential Subcontrac-
tors and other interested parties are invited to attend.  

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an 
amount equal to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid 
security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested by 
the City of Jackson. 

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders and Bidders 
Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the (1) 
Water/Sewer Utilities, Department of Public Works, Jackson, Mississippi; (2) 
City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi; and (3) Mississippi Department of Environ-
mental Quality, 515 East Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi (first contact Je-
rome Vaughan, P.E., 601-961-5083). Copies of the Instructions for Bidders and 
Bidder’s Proposal, Bid Bond, Contract Drawings and Contract Specifications 
may be procured at the office of the Engineer between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon payment of $25.00 
for each set, which will not be refunded. Checks are to be made payable to the 
Engineer.

Additional information and assistance regarding this bid opportunity, the MS 
Procurement Technical Assistance Program, and local contract procurement 
center may be found at: 
www.mscpc.com

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women busi-
ness enterprises are solicited to bid on this contract as prime contractors and 
are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportuni-
ties, equipment, material and/or supply needs.

The Engineer is WEI/AJA, LLC, 143-A LeFleurs Square, Jackson, MS 39211, 
Telephone (601) 355-9526, Fax No. (601) 352-3945.  For technical questions 
please contact Clyde Burnett at (601) 352-6800.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any informalities or irregularities therein.

04/3/2014 , 04/10/2014 
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legal notice
Department of public Works infrastructure project management ser-

vices

On January 14, 2014 the City of Jackson passed a 1% sales tax referendum 
to fund needed infrastructure improvement projects throughout the City of 
Jackson Corporate Limits. The City of Jackson intends to employ a consult-
ing engineering firm to assist with the development of a master plan specific 
to projects funded by the 1% sales tax revenue and to provide infrastruc-
ture project management services to manage infrastructure projects within 
the master plan including, but not limited to drainage improvement projects, 
street resurfacing/street reconstruction projects, water system distribution/
waterline replacement projects, limited sewer system improvement projects, 
limited engineering design/construction administration services, and right of 
way services  utilizing a Cost plus Fixed Fee, Labor Hour/Unit Price or Lump 
Sum/Firm Fixed Price for services rendered. In addition the consulting firm 
will manage other professional design engineering firms monitoring their de-
sign progress, payment invoices, and other contractual obligation outlined 
within their scope of work. 

Consulting engineering firms interested in providing these services may so 
indicate by furnishing the City of Jackson Engineering Division seven (7) cop-
ies of the following: 

1. A cover letter specifying the name and complete description of project, the 
name of the project manager, and the location and address of the office to be 
assigned the majority of the work; and

2. A resume for each principal member, the project manager, and employee(s) 
of the firm anticipated to be assigned to the project.  Also, provide an organi-
zational chart and list each person’s experience and qualifications, including 
proof that the Project Manager is licensed as a Mississippi Professional Engi-
neer and that the firm has met state licensure and certification requirements*; 
and

3. A description of similar type work completed during the past five (5) years 
which qualifies the consultant for this work; the cost and schedule completion 
(or actual completion) of this work; and

4. A response containing the information upon which the consultant will be 
evaluated.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all Proposals and/or to discon-
tinue contract execution with any party at any time prior to final contract ex-
ecution.

All questions related to this Legal Ad shall be submitted in writing by April 25, 
2014 directed to:

Charles Williams Jr., P.E., Ph.D.
City of Jackson Engineering Division
P.O. Box 17
Jackson, MS 39205

The City will evaluate the Expressions of Interest based on the following fac-
tors listed in their relative order of importance: 
 
1. Experience of the firm in performing specific services and experience in 
preparing projects as it relates to the service requested within this advertise-
ment. 
2. Qualifications and experience of staff to be assigned to the project based 
on requested scope of services.
3. Size of the firm’s professional and technical staff with respect to the capac-
ity to provide the needed scope of services.
4. Resume of the firm’s current and completed projects of a similar nature.
5. Local presence of the firm (i.e., local headquarters, office, or other invest-
ments within the City of Jackson).

The City reserves the right to select one (1) consultant or select a short list of 
consultants from whom more information will be required.

Minority participation is strongly encouraged.

To be considered, all replies must be received by 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 
29, 2014, in the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39201

04/3/2014, 04/10/2014 
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nOTiCE OF inTEnT TO REQUEsT RElEAsE OF FUnDs

April 3, 2014
Charles Tillman, Acting Mayor
City of Jackson, Mississippi
Office of Housing and Community Development
218 S. President Street; 2nd Floor; 
Jackson, MS 39201; 
601-960-2155

On or about April 11, 2014 the City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and 
Community Development will submit a request to the U. S. Department 
of Housing and Community Development (HUD) for the release of Com-
munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds under Title 1 of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, (42 
USC 5301 et seq.) to undertake a project known as Brookwood Bridge 
Replacement. The work will involve replacing the existing Brookwood 
Bridge. No other structures will be affected by this project which is lo-
cated in the AE floodway and there is only one floodplain involved. The 
proposed project is located on Brookwood Drive, south of McDowell 
Road and over Hardy Creek in South Jackson, Mississippi. The activi-
ties proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regulations at 24 
CFR Part 38 from National Environmental Policy Act requirements. An 
Environmental Review Record (ERR that documents the environmental 
determinations for this project is on file at the Office of Housing and 
Community Development at 218 S. President Street, 2nd Floor, Jack-
son, MS 39201. The ERR can be viewed in office Monday – Friday from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group or agency may submit written comments of the 
ERR to the Office of Housing and Community Development. All com-
ments must be received by April 10, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. All comments will 
be considered by the City of Jackson prior to authorizing submission of 
a request of release of funds.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
The City of Jackson’s Office of Housing and Community Development 
certifies to HUD that Charles Tillman, in his capacity as Acting Mayor 
consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal courts if an action is 
brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental re-
view process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD’s 
approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA 
and related laws and authorities, and allows the City of Jackson to use 
CDBG funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS
HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the City of Jack-
son’s certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated 
submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) 
only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was 
not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Jackson; (b) the City 
of Jackson has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding 
required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient 
or other participants in the development process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 
58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal 
agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written 
finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environ-
mental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accor-
dance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and 
shall be addressed to HUD at Dr. A. H. McCoy Federal Building, 100 W. 
Capitol Street, Suite 910; Jackson, MS 39269-1096.  Potential objectors 
should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.

Charles Tillman, Acting Mayor

April 3, 2014

04/3/2014

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 2283 – Food service Warehouse paper & stock supplies

Bid 2284 – Food service Warehouse Food products

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 24, 2014, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trust-
ees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five cal-
endar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed 
specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@
jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked 
up at the above address. 

04/3/2014, 04/10/2014 

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 2281 - Food service kitchen Equipment
Bid 2282 – Food service Walk-in Freezers 

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 21, 2014, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees 
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and 
to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar 
days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and dcetailed spec-
ifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jack-
son.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up 
at the above address. 

04/3/2014, 04/10/2014 

HElp WAnTED

HElp WAnTED – pROFEssiOnAl    

Online Editor I – Mississippi Public Broadcasting is looking to fill the position of 
Online Editor.  Online editing includes working on the assembly of major local 
programs, working with computer graphics software to create still photographs 
and animated sequences, adding title key effects, and video color correction 
to meet proper technical specifications of the FCC, PBS and NTSC in creat-
ing the highest quality broadcast standards. Salary: $27,408.70.  For complete 
job description/req. go to www.mpbonline.org . SUBMIT: State of Mississippi 
application to Mississippi Public Broadcasting, Attn: Human Resources, 3825 
Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS 39211 received by April 18, 2014. Resumes not 
accepted in lieu of applications. MPB is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Cindy Stevenson, Human Resources Director  
04/3/2014

lEgAl

Jackson Convention Complex

SMG, manager of the Jackson Convention Complex, has issued a re-
quest for quotes (RFQ) for Ballroom Carpet Repairs and Cleaning.

For more information and instructions on how to respond, please visit 
http://www.jacksonconventioncomplex.com/about/business/ .

04/3/2014 04/10/2014
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CLASSIFIED
LEGAL

City of Jackson 
Jackson, Mississippi 

ORDINANCE APPROVING CAPITOL & WEST, LLC A REZONING FROM
SUD SPECIAL USE DISTRICT TO C-4 CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT TO

ALLOW FOR THE REHABILITATION OF THE OLD FEDERAL
COURTHOUSE AND POST OFFICE TO A NEW MIXED USE BUILDING TO

INCLUDE RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL COMPONENTS FOR PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 245 E. CAPITOL STREET.

WHEREAS, Capitol & West, LLC has filed a petition to rezone property 
located at 245 E. Capitol Street, in the City of Jackson, First Judicial Dis-
trict of Hinds County, Mississippi, from SUD Special Use District to C-4 
Central Business District to allow for the rehabilitation of the old federal 
courthouse and post office to a new mixed use building to include resi-
dential & commercial components; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required 
public hearing, has recommended approval to rezone the property from 
SUD Special Use District to C-4 Central Business District to allow for the 
rehabilitation of the old federal courthouse and post office to a new mixed 
use building to include residential & commercial components; and

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and 
interested citizens that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City 
Hall at 2:30 p.m., Monday, February 24, 2014 to consider said change, 
based upon the record of the case as developed before the City Planning 
Board; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice 
of said petition had been published in the Clarion Ledger on January 2, 
2014 and January 16, 2014 that a hearing would be held by the Jackson 
City Planning Board on January 22, 2014, all as provided for by ordi-
nances of the City of Jackson and the laws of the State of Mississippi, 
and that the Jackson City Planning Board had recommended approval of 
the petitioned rezoning of the above described property to C-4 Central 
Business District to allow for the rehabilitation of the old federal court-
house and post office to a new mixed use building to include residential 
& commercial components; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opin-
ion that such changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice 
and to the best interest of the City and that there has been a substantial 
change in the land use character of the surrounding area that justifies 
rezoning the property and there is a public need for additional property in 
that area z&ned in accordance with the request since any previous City 
Council action; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Ju-
dicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi more particular described as 
follows:

A certain parcel of land being part of 9.45 Acre Lot 1 South according to 
H.C. Daniel’s Map of the City of Jackson, Mississippi (1875) being situ-
ated in the Southeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of Section 3, T5N-R1E in 
the City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particu-
larly described as follows:

Begin at a set cotton picker spindle at the back of an existing sidewalk 
marking the Point of Intersection of the South right- of-way line of Capitol 
Street and the West-right-of-way line of West Street; said point also be-
ing the Northeast comer of the aforesaid 9.45 Acre Lot 1 South; from said 
POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence South 09 degrees 20 minutes 00 
seconds West along said West right-of-way line of West Street for a dis-
tance of 312.00 feet to an existing iron pin at the back of an existing curb 
marking the Point of Intersection of said West right-of-way line of West 
Street and the North right-of- way line of Pearl Street; leaving said West 
right-of- way line of West alHRI^im thence North 80 degrees 47 minutes 
31 seconds West along said North right-of-way line of Pearl Street for a 
distance of 225.00 feet to an “x” marked on concrete pavement; leaving 
said North right-of-way line of Pearl Street, run thence North 09 degrees 
21 minutes 58 seconds East for a distance of 122.00 feet to a set iron 
pin on the exterior side of an existing concrete retaining wall; run thence 
South 81 degrees 47 minutes 40 seconds East along the exterior face of 
said retaining wall for a distance of 25.00 feet to a set pk nail; leaving said 
exterior face of an existing retaining wall, run thence North 09 degrees 
18 minutes 49 seconds East for a distance of 190.00 feet to a set cotton 
picker spindle at the back of an existing sidewalk on the aforesaid South 
right-of-way line of Capitol Street; run thence South 80 degrees 40 min-
utes 00 seconds East along said. South right-of-way line of Capitol Street 
for a distance of 200.00 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 
65,488.63 square feet or 1.50 acres, more or less.

The above described parcel of land lies within the property lines of the 
parcels of land described in Deed Book 13 at Page 24 and Deed Book 
249 at -Page 488, on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk 
of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi.

is hereby rezoned and changed from SUD Special Use District to C-4 
Central Business District to allow for the rehabilitation of the old federal 
courthouse and post office to a new mixed use building to include resi-
dential & commercial component provided, however that before a permit 
is issued for any structure to be erected or modified-on the said property, 
or for any use thereof, the applicant must meet the requirements estab-
lished through the Site Plan Review process. The Zoning Administrator 
is ordered to note such change on the Official Zoning Map of the City of 
Jackson, Mississippi.

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne 
by the petitioner.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after 
its passage and after publication of same by the petitioner.

President Tillman recognized Robert Hutchinson, Esq., of Forman Perry 
Watkins Krutz & Tardy, LLP and Jason Goree of Capitol & West, LLC, 
who addressed the Council and argued in favor of the property located at 
245 E. Capitol Street to allow for the rehabilitation of the old federal court-
house and post office to a new mixed use building to include residential 
and commercial components.

Council Member Whitwell moved adoption; Council Member Barrett-Si-
mon seconded.

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Priester, Stamps, Tillman, Whitwell and Yarber.
Nays-None.
Absent- Cooper-Stokes.

ATTEST:

Brenda Pree, City Clerk

I, Brenda Pree, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful cus-
todian of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal 
of said City, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Or-
dinance passed by the City Council at a regular zoning meeting on the 
24th day of February, 2014, and recorded in Minute Book “6E”, pages 
421-425.   

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 26th day of 
March, 2014.

Brenda Pree, 
City Clerk

4/3/2014
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACkSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 04/24/2014 , for:

 RE:   GS# 343-109 Coliseum Improvements 
           Fair Commission (Department of Agriculture and Commerce)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract docu-
ments may be obtained from:

 Professional: Wier Boerner Architecture, PLLC 
 Address:     2906 North State Street, Suite 106
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-321-9107

A deposit of $125.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and 
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

03/27/2014, 04/3/2014 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION
ZONING CASE NO. 3862

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or 
in any way affected thereby, that Millsaps College  has  filed with the Plan-
ning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special 
Exception to provide office and meeting spaces for activities associated 
with two of  the administrative units within the Academic Affairs Division of 
the College in an R-4 (Limited Multi- Family) Residential District for prop-
erty located at 1702 North State St., in the First Judicial District of Hinds 
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

LOT 1, BLOCK 3, GLEN WOOD PLACE SUBDIVISION AS RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 85 IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY 
CLERK OF HINDS  COUNTY IN JACKSON, MS  

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the 
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednes-
day, April 23, 2014, at which time all parties interested in or affected 
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a 
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make 
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto 
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made 
in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time 
if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on 
said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 
hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need 
for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of March 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

04/3/2014 , 04/10/2014 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

RE-ADVERTISMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30 
P.M., local time, April 29, 2014 at Jackson City Hall, for the South Street 
Bridge Replacement Project, City Project No. 9AA4500-905.

The entire projects must be completed within 120 calendar days. The contract 
will be subjected to liquidated damages in the amount of five hundred dollars 
($500.00) per calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in which the 
contract time is exceeded.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in pub-
lic contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal 
business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precon-
dition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply 
with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jack-
son’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact Pam Confer in the 
office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1638. Copies of the ordinance, 
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South 
President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents may be 
procured from the IMS Engineers, P.A. (126 E Amite Street, Jackson, MS 
39201) upon payment of $100.00 dollars, which will not be refunded. Please 
contact Mr. Bernard LeBlanc, P.E., at (601) 968-9194 for directions or any 
additional information for procurement of plans and specifications. The Stan-
dard Specifications adopted by the City Council may be procured from the 
Department of Public Works, if desired upon payment of $5.00 dollars for 
each specification. A copy of the Mississippi Standard of Specifications for 
State Aid Road and Bridge Construction can be obtained from the State Aid 

website: http://www.msstateaidroads.us.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on April 8, 2014 at 3:00 P.M. local time, in 
the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, 
and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of 
responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establish-
ing its classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is 
authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or 
certified check in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the 
work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond 
each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount 
awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Per-
formance Bonds must file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy 
of their power of attorney.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City 
of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each 
bidder shall write its certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the 
sealed envelope containing its proposal.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any and all informalities

Willie Bell Jr.            Kwame Kenyatta Terry Williamson
Interim Director,            Deputy CAO  Legal Counsel
Department of Public Works

03/27/2014, 04/3/2014 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, April 22, 2014, at which time said bids will 
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City 
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

40515-042214 Twelve-Month Supply of Diesel Fuel and Regular Unleaded Gasoline
75078-042214 Twenty-Four Month Supply of Clay Gravel and Wash Gravel
34056-042214 Twenty-Four Month Supply of Various Size Hoses

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACkSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, 
Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifica-
tions are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill 
No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full fand equal 
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-
condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed 
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid 
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City 
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible 
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the 
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordi-
nance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with 
the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the low-
est cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or 
part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. 
Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

03/27/2014, 04/3/2014 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Missis-
sippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped 
in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 20, 2014, at which time said bids will be publicly 
opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Cham-
bers) in City Hall for the following:

74567-052014 - Twelve-Month Supply of Asphalt Pavement Milling
 
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON’S WEBSITE, WWW.
JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of proposal forms 
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of bid specifications are 
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public 
Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed 
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, 
in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s 
EBO Ordinance.   Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify 
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more 
information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Ap-
plication and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic 
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also reserves the 
right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid awards 
will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accor-
dance with specifications.  The award could be according to the lowest cost per 
item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  
Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those 
cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award ac-
cording to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements 
to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement 
means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601)960-1025 

04/3/2014 , 04/10/2014 

We are currently seeking:
Deckhands | Culinary Cooks | Vessel Engineers 

Towboat Pilots (Fleet & Line Haul)
Candidates must possess a minimum of a valid driver’s license and high
 school diploma/GED. Excellent wages, bonus plan and advancement 

opportunities, along with a comprehensive benefit package, 
(paid retirement, 401K, medical, life & AD&D, etc.).

Interested candidates must apply on-line at www.IngramBarge.com
 EOE | M/F/V/D

Ingram Barge Co.,
Join the Employer of Choice on the Inland Waterways. 
Ingram Barge Company has a proven track record of 

developing future leaders.
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 EOE | M/F/V/D

Ingram Barge Co.,
Join the Employer of Choice on the Inland Waterways. 
Ingram Barge Company has a proven track record of 

developing future leaders.

We are currently seeking:
Deckhands | Culinary Cooks | Vessel Engineers 

Towboat Pilots (Fleet & Line Haul)
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Ingram Barge Co.,
Join the Employer of Choice on the Inland Waterways. 
Ingram Barge Company has a proven track record of 

developing future leaders.

Ingram Barge
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AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. CALL
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 866-
367-2510.

UNLIMITED INCOME! Electronic
Payment Sales. Expanding Market With
Opportunity for Advancement. Earn a
Minimum of $1,500/week. Great
Benefits. Advance Commission. Free
Leads. Multiple Products. 1-800-960-
2550.

ACE  TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING With
A Difference! Job Placement Assistance.
Day, Night and Refresher Courses. Train
in MS. Call 888-430-4223.
BUSY SEASON FOR TRUCKING.
START YOUR DRIVING CAREER
NOW! CDL Truck Driving Classes Start
Biweekly. Jobs Available. Call SEC
Training Centers. 1-877-285-8621 c-
671.

DRIVER - CDL/A
LOOKING FOR A CAREER WITH

HIGHER EARNINGS POTENTIAL?
No out-of-pocket tuition cost!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days,
and start driving with KLLM!

• Top Notch Training Equipment
• Competitive Training Pay

Upon Graduation
• Career Advancement

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllm.com

DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
EOE.

EXPERIENCED DRIVER
OR RECENT GRAD?

With Swift, you can grow to be an
award-winning Class A CDL driver.

We help you achieve Diamond Driver
status with the best support there is.

As a Diamond Driver,  you earn
additional pay on top of all the
competitive incentives we offer.

The very best, choose Swift.
• Great Miles = Great Pay

• Late-Model Equipment Available
• Regional Opportunities

• Great Career Path
• Paid Vacation

• Excellent Benefits
Please Call: (866) 206-3862

REGIONAL DRIVERS! Get Home EVERY
Week + Excellent Benefits. CDL-A
required. 888-362-8608. Students,
Check Out The New Pay Increase! Apply
@ AverittCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer - Females, minorities, protected
veterans and individuals with disabilities
are encouraged to apply. 
TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED
NOW AT STEVENS TRANSPORT. Earn
$800/week. Local CDL Training. NO
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Be Trained and
Based Locally. 1-800-336-7364.

ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS. Help
improve your stamina, drive and
endurance with EverGene. 100% natural.
Call for FREE bottle. NO PRESCRIPTION
NEEDED! 888-439-5005.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
LOOKING FOR TANNING BEDS,
Tanning Lamps, Tanning Lotions? Lowest
Prices GUARANTEED! Call Now 601-
317-1123 or 1-800-441-4708.
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months). Find Out
How To SAVE Up to 50% Today! Ask
About Same Day Installation! CALL 1-
800-319-2526.

PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL MESH? Did
you undergo transvaginal placement of
mesh for pelvic organ prolapse or stress
urinary incontinence between 2005 and
the present? If the mesh caused compli-
cations, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Charles H. Johnson Law and
speak with female staff members. 1-800-
535-5727.

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

A u c t i o n s

Week of March 30, 2014

Mar30_MCAN

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!
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Satellite TV Difference

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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Book Review:
“Josephine: The Dazzling life 
of Josephine BakeR”
BypaTRicia hRuBy powell, 
  illusTRaTeD By chRisTian RoBinson 
  c.2014, chRonicle Books   
   $17.99 / $21.50 canaDa  •  104 pages

You love to sing because 
it’s your thing and you dance 
when you get the chance.

On the sidewalk and in the 
park. For school, for church, 
or just for yourself, you gotta 
open your mouth and move 
your feet. No doubt about it, 
you’re the kind of kid who 
needs a stage.

So what would you do if you 
were told that you couldn’t 
perform because your skin 
was the wrong color? In “Jo-
sephine” by Patricia Hruby 
Powell, illustrated by Christian 
Robinson, one woman decides 
to do it anyhow…

Josephine’s mother loved 
to dance. It made her happy 
but she didn’t do it much be-
cause there was rent to pay and 
children to feed. So instead of 
dancing, Josephine’s mother 
scrubbed floors.

While her Mama worked, 
Josephine listened to sidewalk 
horns and honky-tonks and 
“sponged up that funky mu-
sic.”

She loved to dance, too. 
She loved it so much that she 
worked hard to earn pennies 
so she could watch “the Ne-
gro theater” where Ma Rainey 
sang and others shimmied. 
Josephine loved performing 
so much that she left home at 
age 13 to work with the Dixie 
Steppers.

She was just a kid, but she 
could help dress the dancers - 
and as soon as they let her, she 
joined the chorus line.

Yippee! Josephine was fi-
nally able to dance and sing 
to crowds, but she still wasn’t 
allowed inside certain hotels 
or restaurants. They were for 
“WHITES ONLY.”

When the Dixie Steppers 
broke up, Josephine found her-

self a long way from home in 
East St. Louis. She fell in love, 
married a man named Baker in 
Philadelphia, and then left him 
to go to Broadway where she 
found fame.

But the color of her skin kept 
her from the kind of fame she 
really wanted. It was frustrat-
ing, and Josephine felt like a 
volcano sometimes - until she 
was invited to perform in “La 
Revue Negré” in France.

Ooh la la, the French seemed 
color blind! And they were 
wild for Josephine Baker.

And yet, there was one thing 
Josephine hadn’t done, and 
it bothered her. She hadn’t 
become a star back home in 
America. She needed to do it 
- but was America ready for 
her?

As I was reading “Jose-
phine” through for the first 
time, something tickled the 
back of my mind. I liked the 

colorful illustrations by 
Christian Robinson well 
enough, but that wasn’t it. 
The story is familiar, so that 
wasn’t it, either. 

And then it hit me: the 
words. Author Patricia Hru-
by Powell’s story is writ-
ten almost like scat: quick 
lines, be-bopping here and 
shooby-loobing there, ris-
ing and falling as though 
Josephine Baker herself was 
singing the story.

It’s infectious, even in 
the sad parts. Your little one 
might not notice that hoppi-
ty-bop but once you do, you 
won’t be able to not see it.

I think smaller kids might 
enjoy this book for the art-
work but readers ages 8-to-
12 will probably get more 
out of “Josephine.”

If your child’s gotta sing 
and gotta dance, then she’s 
gotta read this book, too.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Era
2. Gaze
3. Remover
4. Adjoin
5. Cola company
6. Gymnastic mat
7. Swiss-like cheese
8. Singing voice
9. Woodwind instrument’s need
15. Band instrument
19. Long-term memory
21. Small Mediterranean boat
23. “emotional” center
24. Malicious burning
25. Tiny island
26. Ca. University
27. Elbow
28. Stated
30. Harp
32. British thermal unit

ACROSS 
1. Eastern Standard Time
4. Look
10. School group
11. Church usher
12. Furniture wood
13. Make current
14. Crowns
16. Modern
17. Goddess
18. Roman 49
20. Roman twenty
22. Citizen
26. Delivery service
29. Glue brand
31. Cranky
33. American sign language
34. Mill around
35. Fish eggs
36. Evidence
37. Explosive

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Mother Teresa

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

A time for decisions has occurred where
things at work must be finalized.

If you allow circumstances decide for you
this week, you may lose control.

Long-range goals, life directions, or
career aims come into focus this week.

You gain clarity or a stronger sense of
purpose, which energizes your efforts
today.

Get ahead this week by moving closer
toward what you really want.

Support from your superiors or others
who are in a position to assist you is very
likely this week.

Romance will take center stage, especially if
you take some initiative today.

If you run into any trouble today there may
be people around you that are willing to get
you through the rough spots.

Now is a favorable time to start a new
business, sail a boat or bake a birthday
cake with a neighbor.

It is a great time to make substantial
movements toward realizing your many
goals.

Don't forget to let your grandparents
know today how much you love them.

Good luck comes in threes, so be on the
lookout for those omens today.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
geT youR cuRRenT news online aT:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 18)
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Venus Williams 
advances in Charleston

CHARLESTON, S.C. - Venus 
Williams advanced in the tourna-
ment where her top-ranked sister 
could not, battling from behind at 
the Family Circle Cup to defeat 
Chanelle Scheepers 7-5, 7-5 on 
Wednesday.

It was another long day for Wil-
liams, ranked No. 28 in the world, 
who needed 1 hour, 50 minutes 
to finish the straight-set victory 
over the South African. Williams 
fell behind 3-1 in the first set and 
trailed 4-1 in the second.

“She was playing so well, but 
the good thing is that when I get 
behind, I give even more effort and 
get even more focused. And I’ve 
been playing well from behind 
lately, which is something you re-
ally have to be able to do to win 
big matches,” Williams said.

The seven-time Grand Slam 
champion has battled injuries and 
Sjogren’s syndrome, a fatigue-
causing autoimmune disease, dur-
ing the past two years. She was on 
the green clay in Charleston for 2 
hours, 15 minutes on Tuesday in a 
three-set victory and said she has 
been ill this week.

“I’m still dealing with the bug, 
but my goal is just to hang in there 
until it hopefully goes away and 
then I can just continue to play my 
way into the tournament and play 
stronger,” she said. “But it’s defi-
nitely a challenge.”

On Tuesday night her sister, 
top-ranked Serena Williams, was 
stunned 6-4, 6-4 by Jana Cepelova 
of Slovakia, ranked No. 78 in the 
world, in the second round. Serena 
Williams said later she was tired 
and needed time off to regroup.

“I definitely can see where she 
is tired and her body is taxed,” Ve-
nus said of her sister. “She gave 
an amazing effort yesterday, and 
she’s going to get some well-de-
served time off from winning.”

Venus, who won the Family Cir-
cle a decade ago, now faces No. 20 
Eugenie Bouchard.

No. 8 Jelena Jankovic, the tour-
nament’s No. 2 seed, later scored 
a 6-0, 6-3 victory over American 
Lauren Davis. Jankovic won the 
Family Circle back in 2007 and 

was runner-up last 
year to Serena Wil-
liams.

Earlier Wednes-
day, American 
Sloane Stephens 
was upset 6-4, 6-4 
by 19-year-old Eli-
na Svitolina of the 
Ukraine, who has a 
career-high No. 35 
ranking. It was her 
fourth career victory 
over a top 20 player, 
the third coming last 
week at the Sony 
Open.

“She played pretty 
well, and it’s just un-
fortunate that I lost, 
but I mean, you can 
just learn from the 
mistakes and things 
like that and build on 
it,” Stephens said.

“I started to be-
lieve more in myself 
that I can compete with players 
like this, top level, top 20 and top 
10,” said Svitolina, who is making 
her first appearance on the green 
clay in Charleston. “I think this is 
the key. That I believe more in my-
self and I play more solid from the 
baseline and trying to go forward 
to finish the point earlier.”

In other matches, Daniela Han-
tuchova of Slovakia defeated 
American qualifier Grace Min 6-2, 
6-3 while Elena Vesnina of Rus-
sia stopped Petra Cetkovska of the 
Czech Republic, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4.

Italian Sara Errani, ranked No. 
11 in the world and seeded third, 
advanced as well. She won the first 
set 6-3 when qualifier Kiki Bertens 
of the Netherlands retired. Fourth-
seeded Sabine Lisicki of Germany 
was extended to three sets before 
defeating American Vania King 
7-5, 4-6, 6-3.

Andrea Petkovic of Germany, 
the 14th seed, defeated Lourdes 
Dominguez Lino of Spain 6-0, 
6-0 while Shuai Peng of China 
eliminated 15th-seeded Madison 
Keys of the United States 6-1, 6-7 
(3) and 7-6 (4). Qualifier Belinda 
Bencic of Switzerland defeated 
Marina Erakovic of New Zealand 
6-2, 6-1.

By Bruce Smith
Associated Press

Venus
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ENTERTAINMENT

Michael B. Jordan joins 
Sprite Films in supporting 
future filmmakers

Nick Cannon speaks on 
‘Whiteface’ drama while 
displaying Cheetah hairstyle

He caught our attention as 
drug dealer Wallace on The 
Wire, he raised eyebrows in 
All My Children and Fri-
day Night Lights, but it was 
in 2013 he stole our hearts 
and held our attention in 
the critically acclaimed film 
Fruitvale Station. He has 
everyone talking, watching, 
and searching to know more 
about him.

Michael B. Jordan has 
far more acting and model-
ing under his belt. Jordan 
started out as a model for 
Toys ‘R Us, appeared on the 
Cosby Show, the voice of 
Victor Stone/Cyborg in Jus-
tice League: The Flashpoint 
Paradox and more recently 
he co-stared in That Awk-
ward Moment (where I must 
admit I could not keep my 
eyes off of him).

But Jordan has all eyes on 
him now since he has joined 
the national film competi-
tion, Sprite Films, as an am-
bassador and mentor. Sprite 
Films debuts original short 
films of six student film-
maker finalists who have 
demonstrated a passionate 
pursuit of self-expression 
in filmmaking. Jordan will 
meet the students and offer 
advice based on his first-

hand experience working in 
Hollywood.

“What’s a dream without 
action or a talent without a 
stage to set it free?”

His reason for joining 
Sprite Films is his belief in 
paying in forward. He feels 
“the filmmaking commu-
nity needs to support each 
other.” He wants to give 
the next generation of film-
makers the same backing he 
received from the four first-
time directors that helped 
launch his career and those 
who have taken a chance on 
him to get him to obtain all 
that he have achieved in his 
career.

“Each year Sprite Films 
finds student filmmakers 
who have it - the fearless-
ness and dedication to pur-
sue their passion for film - 
and supports them to grow 
their dreams on a national 
platform. I’m lending my 
support by meeting with the 
student finalists to share my 
story as an actor and what I 
have learned from my men-
tors.”

So what does the film 
industry’s Jordan want to 
share with students? “Be 
collaborative, always be 
prepared, and never settle.” 
This is important because 

just as in all other fields the 
next generation has “a pulse 
on what’s new, what’s next.”

And some encouraging 
words of wisdom Jordan 
received from Matthew Mc-
Conaughey  was to look at 
whatever fear he may have 
[as a young actor] and note 
“when it’s a healthy fear” 
and to “embrace it and move 
forward.”

“Our partnership with Jor-
dan underscores our com-
mitment for connecting op-
portunity with experience,” 
said Kimberly Paige, asso-
ciate vice president, Sprite 
Brands, Coca-Cola North 
America.

Jordan has already won us 
over with his great acting, 
smooth GQ swag, and now 
mentoring, but one little 
known fact made his name 
that much more relevant.

Recently Jordan showed 
the world how well he can 
read the court just like that 
other Jordan. TMZ released 
a video that quickly passed 
around the social media 
realm of the Friday Night 
Lights star in a celebrity 
basketball league.

Be on the lookout for him 
as The Human Torch in the 
upcoming 2015 film The 
Fantastic Four.

Mariah, can you please come 
get your husband?

Nick Cannon may not have 
shown up as his whiteface char-
acter Connor Smallnut, but the 
entertainer managed to keep folks 
talking when he appeared as him-
self for “Good Morning America” 
on Monday. The only thing he 
channeled was Dennis Rodman, 
coming out with his cheetah print 
hair to coordinate with his animal 
skin loafers.

Officially, Cannon spoke on the 
controversy raised over him dress-
ing in “white face” as promotion 
for his upcoming album “White 
People Party Music.”

“Without getting too serious be-
cause everybody’s really sensitive 
when it comes to race, and that’s 
even one of the reasons why I did 
it, but if you want to have that real 
conversation…it’s even funny 
that they use the term ‘whiteface.’ 
I don’t know what that really is. I 
know blackface is a term that was 
created in 1869 to describe offen-
sive minstrel shows. Whiteface, if 
you look it up and Google it, it’s a 
ski slope in Upstate New York. So, 
this is a term that we’ve created. I 
was doing a character impression 
and blackface is about oppression. 
To me, this was to have fun and to 
put it out there. Yes, we have is-
sues with race in this country, but 

it doesn’t have to be with hatred. 
There’s a big difference between 
humor and hatred.

I bet you if Eminem named 
his album “Black People Rapper 
Music” it’d still go platinum. It’s 
one of those things where people 
get so sensitive. It gets this whole 
double standard. It reminds me 
of my kids a little bit. When one 
gets away with something, they 
point the finger, ‘Why does he get 
to do that?’ It’s really not that big 
of a deal. I’m an artist. I get the 
opportunity to create. As long as 
I embrace it, everything is gonna 
come with consequences and a 
little heat but if I can take the heat, 
let’s ride.

Eurweb.com

Eurweb.com

Kanye West postponed seven 
dates of his Yeezus Tour in Aus-
tralia in order to work on his next 
album, according to promoters 
LiveNation.

Late Monday night, the rapper 
pushed back tour stops in May. 
According to The Sydney Morn-
ing Herald, LiveNation’s statement 
reads:

“Due to unexpected timing re-
quirements to finish his highly an-
ticipated new studio album, sched-
uled for a 2014 release, Kanye 
West regretfully announces the 
postponement of his upcoming 
tour dates in Australia.”

This is the second leg of the Ye-
ezus Tour. He renewed the trek af-
ter it originally ended in December 
2013.

Ticketholders will be refunded if 
they can’t attend these new dates:

»9/5 – Perth @ Perth Arena
»9/7 – Adelaide @ Entertain-

ment Centre
»9/9 – Melbourne @ Rod Laver 

Arena
»9/10 – Melbourne @ Rod La-

ver Arena
»9/12 – Sydney @ Qantas Credit 

Union Arena
»9/12 – Sydney @ Qantas Credit 

Union Arena
»9/15 – Brisbane @ Brisbane 

Entertainment Centre

Kanye West postpones 
Yeezus Tour in Australia 
to record new album
Eurweb.com

Sprite Films celebrity mentor and actor Michael B. Jordan attends CinemaCon in Las Vegas with the 2014 
student filmmaker finalists. Photo: Bryan SteFFy/Getty IMaGeS For SPrIte FILMS

Cannon

Kim Kardashian and Kanye West enjoy an afternoon movie together in 
Calabasas, Calif. March 14, 2014
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RIBEYE  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$899

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT 
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH  FRYER 

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

99¢
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

SIRLOIN  TIP
STEAK

PER  LB.

$449

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SIRLOIN  TIP
ROAST

PER  LB.

$399

FAMILY  PACK

PORK
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$269

FRESH  FROZEN

BABY  BACK
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$369

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
BREAST

PER  LB.

$279

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

VEGETABLES
CUT / FRESH  GREEN  BEANS,  

CREAM / WHOLE  CORN,  14.5 - 15.5  OZ.

2/$1

SAVE  ON

COKE  PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$12
PILLSBURY  GRANDS

BISCUITS
10.2 - 12  OZ.

99¢

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
ICE  CREAM 

56  OZ.

$199
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  REAL

BUTTER
1  LB. ...................................... 

$299

SWANSON

POT  PIES
CHICKEN / TURKEY,  7  OZ. ...............67¢
PILLSBURY  CINNAMON  &  CRESCENT

ROLLS
10.2 - 12  OZ. ............................99¢
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SOUR

CREAM
16  OZ. ......................................

2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ORANGE 

JUICE
64  OZ. .................................... 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SELECT  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
16  OZ. .....................................

4/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

FROZEN  FISH
TENDERS,  STICKS,  FILLET,  10.6 - 12  OZ. ..... 

2/$5

piggly wiggly

SWEET  IMPORTED

CANTALOUPES
EACH

$199

D ANJOU

PEARS
PER  LB.

$119
FRESH

BROCCOLI  &
CALIFLOWER

EACH

$199

FRESH  EXPRESS

COLE  SLAW
OLD  FASHIONED / 3  COLOR,  16  OZ.

89¢

RED,  ORANGE,  YELLOW

BELL  PEPPERS
EACH

$100

1574 West Governement Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Take Stock In Piggly 
Wiggly  Brand Productsthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


