
As local former NFL 
players monitor devel-
opments in the concus-
sion lawsuit, they heard 
directly from a Wash-
ington, D.C. attorney via 
cell phone. The former 
players were able to ask 
questions.

The former NFL play-
ers also got a detailed 
explanation of recent ac-
tions from fellow player 
David Washington, dur-
ing their monthly meet-
ing Tuesday evening, 
April 15, held at Sal & 
Mookie’s in the Fondren 
business district of Jack-
son.

About 25 members of 
the Mississippi Chap-
ter of National Football 
League Players Associa-
tion attended the meeting.

Updates and more an-
swers came from Jim 
Mitchell with the Haus-
feld law firm, which 
represents Washington. 
Washington also operates the web 
site davewashington.com via Dave 
Washington Media-Ministry-Mar-
keting and Management.

He read a letter from the NFL 
and explained its meaning for the 
former players. Afterwards, one 
former player, Mike Jones, told 
Washington, “You have explained 

this to us better than any attorney 
ever has.”

Washington is an All-Pro out-
side linebacker who played in Den-
ver, Buffalo and San Francisco. He 
also is a sports writer, motivational 
speaker, and support staff minister 

Prayers, reflections, awards, net-
working and motivational counsel-

ing marked Alcorn State Univer-
sity’s 2015 Media Day held on the 
Lorman campus Wednesday, April 

8, 2015.
The event, which attracted facul-

ty, staff and distinguished commu-
nication/media experts, impressed 
upon the students the importance 
of developing a professional and 
achievement-oriented attitude.

The experts shed light on trends 
in the communication/media in-
dustries and provided tips on how 
learners should prepare for the chal-
lenges ahead.

A high point of the Media Day 
was the news reporting competition 
launched by the editor-in-chief and 
publisher Greg Adams of the Wilk-
Amite Record, Gloster, Miss.

Another high point was the in-
spiring speech by the co-owner and 
publisher of The Mississippi Link 
newspaper, Jackie Hampton.

Terrence Granger emerged as the 
grand prize winner of the reporting 
contest followed by Fred Galloway, 
Miss Mass Communication Jilisa 
Benton and Roderick Howard.

The event began with enthusi-
astic greetings from Miss and Mr. 
Mass Communication, Jilisa Ben-
ton and Nick Payne, respectively.

Mass Communication alumni 
Rev. James Jones followed with 
prayers seeking God’s assistance 
for a successful celebration. Victo-
rial Brinkley served as the program 
guide.

Panelists who were working 
professionals in the field - Jackie 

Hampton, Kathy Times, Kennan 
Oliphant, Erin Buckner, Gregory 
Adam, Marquis Pierce, Melissa 
Faith Payne, Theresa Apel and Kar-
los Sanders - provided professional 
insights on contemporary trends in 
the communication/media indus-
tries. 

Alcorn’s jazz ensemble enter-
tained the gathering with classical 
pieces. Choir Psi Phi elevated the 
mood of attendees when they sang 
two pieces. 

Media Day honoree, Jackie 
Hampton, in her message urged 
students to capitalize on the op-
portunities available to them. She 
said prospects abound in the media 
for those who want to make use of 
it. However, it is critical that they 
study hard, develop the right out-
look, acquire proficiencies and seek 
scholarships, internships and men-
torships.

Interim chair and Mass Commu-
nication professor, Dr. Jerry Komia 
Domatob, expressed his profound 
gratitude to all, especially the media 
practitioners, who made the occa-
sion a success. He thanked faculty, 
staff, students and administrators 
for outstanding efforts in organizing 
the inspiring event. 

Media Day Leaders tips for 
students:

Former NFL player David Washington

Former NFL player Noland Smith
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Tougaloo means “two streams” 
which is appropriate for the historic 
HBCU’s annual fundraiser. “It is 
where two streams come together - 
the college and the public - to make 
this institution successful,” said Dr. 
Delores Bolden Stamps, the col-
lege’s vice president for Institution-
al Advancement.

At the press conference to an-
nounce the lineup of honorees and 
entertainment for the May 30, 2015, 
7 p.m. event to be held at the Jack-
son Convention Complex, Stamps 
said, “We will raise the bar this year. 
Last year we reached our goal of 
$750,000. This year the fundraising 
goal is $1 million, which will help a 
lot of young people.”

Tougaloo President Beverly Ho-
gan presented the names of the hon-
orees under the theme, “Celebrating 
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Mississippi former NFL 
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CDF and Tallahatchie Foundation 
at The Mississippi Link

During a visit to the Children’s Defense Fund Southern Regional office in Jackson, Miss. on April 22, 2015, representatives from 
the Tallahatchie Foundation, supported by Morgan Freeman, stopped by The Mississippi Link newspaper. Pictured (L to R) Minnie 
Garrett, Mississippi Link; Morgana Freeman, vice president, Tallahatchie Foundation; Jackie Hampton, publisher, The Mississippi 
Link; Meghan Tooke, Tallahatchie Founation; and Oleta G. Fitzgerald, regional director, Children’s Defense Fund
PHOTO BY MARCUS JOHNSON

Tougaloo Board of trustees member LeRoy Walker Jr., Dr. Delores Bolden Stamps and President Beverly 
W. Hogan PHOTOS BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
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EARTH 
DAY

A 1st Earth 
Day gift for 
my grandson 
Charleston

“Earth Day on the 
Green” at 
Poindexter 
Elementary School

See page 17See page 17

Ace practitioners guide communication students
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Tige Harrington of Waste Management (far left) 
explains recycling, natural gas and normal collec-
tions to students and partners at Poindexter. 



The City of Jackson re-
opened Capitol Street and 
parts of four other downtown 
streets to two-way traffic Sat-
urday, April 18. Construction 
crews installed new traffic 
striping and signage. Multiple 
message boards have been 
posted downtown informing 
motorists of this change.

The streets that will change 
from one-way to two-way are 
the following:

- Capitol St from Gallatin St 
to State St

- Roach St from Pearl St to 
Capitol St

- Lamar St from Pearl St to 
Capitol St

- West St from Pearl St to 
Amite St

- Congress St from Pearl St 
to Amite St

Motorists and pedestrians 
will need to be cautious as 
traffic patterns change.

Motorists should:
- Pay close attention to all 

one way and two way signage.
- Drive cautiously on all 

streets.
- Yield to motorists already 

in the roundabout.
- Yield to pedestrians in all 

signalized and roundabout 
crosswalks.

- Do not stop in traffic or in 
a roundabout to load or unload 
passengers.

- Adhere to all bicycle spe-
cific signage. Cyclists can use 
the full travel lane where post-
ed and not just the right side of 
the travel lane.

Pedestrians should:

- Cross streets only at 
marked crosswalks. 

- Look both ways before 
crossing all streets, especially 
those that are changing from 
one-way to two-way.

Although these streets will 
be open to two-way traffic, 
there is still some minor work 
remaining. Motorists should 
drive cautiously around con-
struction crews.

As some construction is still 
ongoing, motorists must obey 
construction signs as any who 
park in closed work zones are 
subject to being towed.

Capitol Street opens 
to two-way traffic
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Early in 
2001, when I 
was the chair 
of the edu-
cation com-
mittee on the 
Council of 
the District 

of Columbia, I was talking with 
the D.C. Public Schools Super-
intendent Paul Vance about the 
intense debate over standards at 
the time.

Federal lawmakers were de-
bating whether to tie federal 
dollars that were earmarked to 
the states to having the state’s 
school age children academi-
cally proficient by 2014. Under 
this proposal, those states whose 
students failed to meet this stan-
dard would lose their expected 
federal education dollars.

As Superintendent Vance and 
I went back and forth about how 
difficult it would be for states to 
measure up under the proposed 
law, he finally waved his hand 
and said to me, “Well, Coun-
cilman, the reality is that even 
if this law passes, the states 
will work around it. Very few 
states, if any, will meet these 
new requirements by 2014 so 
two things will happen: some 
states will lower their existing 
standards and the federal gov-
ernment will give many states 
waivers from the law’s man-
dates so they can still get their 
federal funds.”

The law, which was passed 
in 2001, would ultimately be 
known as No Child Left Behind. 
And Superintendent Vance was 
right. Now that we are in 2015, 
the U.S. Department of Educa-

tion has given over 44 waivers to 
states that did not do what they 
promised to do - enhance the 
academic enrichment of their 
kids. That’s right. The federal 
government regularly socially 
promotes states who are failing 
our kids. During this same time 
period, some states aggressively 
questioned the need for rigor-
ous standards, leaning on states’ 
rights arguments, even though 
the right to a quality education 
for all kids may be lacking in 
their state.

What’s worse, however, is the 
evidence pouring out of the fel-
ony racketeering trial in Atlanta, 
where 11 teachers were convict-
ed of conspiring to change their 
students’ test scores to make it 
look as though Atlanta school-
children were doing better on 
tests than they actually were. 
Twenty-one other teachers pled 
guilty to lesser charges in the 
scheme.

In all, some 180 employees, 
including a mix of teachers, 
testing coordinators and 38 
principals, had engaged in an 
organized and systemic cheat-
ing scheme in at least 44 Atlanta 
schools involving falsification 
of student learning data by in-
flating test scores to make the 
district look better.

Adding insult to obvious inju-
ry, these teachers would brazen-
ly have eraser parties following 
the testing period to celebrate 
their conspiratorial success at 
cheating.

All of these factors point to 
one thing: we no longer have 
a learning culture in America.  
Indeed, we have dumbed down 
education and learning so much 
that the education of our chil-
dren is embodied by meaning-

less platitudes, hollow promises 
and just plain dishonesty. Even 
among those responsible for 
providing or overseeing the de-
livery of K-12 educational ser-
vices in America, a new culture 
of excuses and “reasons why” 
we can’t teach all kids exists.  
Sadly, the unspoken truth is that 
many do not believe that all kids 
can learn.

The time has come for the 
American people to demand 
more and get more from those 
vested with the fiduciary re-
sponsibility to teach our kids.  
We should no longer accept the 
false promise of better schools 
tomorrow because our leaders 
point to selective, marginal and 
incremental improvements scat-
tershot around the country to-
day. Nor should we celebrate the 
mediocre expectations that have 
crept into the education policy 
discussion. Rather, as we look 
forward to the 2016 presidential 
elections, we need to categori-
cally reject any candidate who 
doesn’t boldly stand for imme-
diate change in the academic 
expectations we have for all 
kids. And we should reject any 
candidate who is unwilling or 
unable to hold every school and 
every school district account-
able for teaching all kids.

Frankly, it is time to end the 
dumbing down culture in Amer-
ican education.

Our new national imperative 
should be to instill personal and 
national pride in learning. This 
new form of patriotism is more 
uplifting and beneficial to our 
country than the fear-based, pa-
triotic war on terror. And, it is 
needed. When it comes to the 
education of our kids, the future 
is now.

 The “Dumbing Down” 
of American Education

A D v E r T o r i A l

By Kevin P. Chavous
Executive Counsel
American Federation for Children

Everyone is invited to the 
Central United Methodist 
church, 500 N. Farish St., in 
Jackson for a superb concert 
and opportunity to assist a spe-
cial young talent travel abroad.

There is free admission to the 
Sunday, May 3, 2015 concert at 
2 p.m. with Krystal M. Jackson 
and James Martin. However, 
any donations will go toward 
expenses for Krystal’s journey 
to study in Florence, Italy. 

Michelle Jackson is a fresh-
man at Millsaps College and is 
a dual major in music and stu-
dio art. Her concentrations are 
in vocal performance and paint-
ing. She has received a scholar-
ship to travel to Florence, Italy, 
this summer with the Westmin-
ister College of the Arts to par-
ticipate in a vocal workshop. 
However, her expenses to stay 
abroad are extensive.

Jackson is a product of the 
Jackson Public School Power 
APAC (Academic and Perform-
ing Arts Complex) program. 
She graduated from Murrah 
High School with a 4.08 cumu-
lative GPA. She was a member 
of four of the school’s seven 
choral programs, a National 
Honor Society member, the 
newspaper lead cartoonist, 
speech and debate team cap-
tain, and a Murrah A-list schol-
ar all four years of high school.

Krystal performed at Carne-
gie Hall in January 2014 to lend 
her talents in the New York de-
but of Dan Forrest’s “Requiem 
for the Living.” The young per-
former hopes to return to New 
York as a stage performer at the 
Metropolitan Opera House.

Krystal has been singing 

since the age of two and uses 
her gift to passionately praise 
God. Krystal’s mantra is: “I 
can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.” (Phil. 
4:13)

She is the talented daughter 
of Christie L. Jackson and the 
adopted daughter of her mater-
nal grandmother Joyce Meln-
tosh Jackson. She is an active 
member of the historic Central 
United Methodist Church.

Baritone James Martin has 
won critical acclaim for his 
performances in opera, musical 
theater and concert as a versa-
tile singer/actor and entertainer.

He appeared with lead-
ing musical organizations 
throughout the United States 
and abroad, including opera 
companies of Mississippi, Chi-
cago, San Francisco, Santa Fe, 
St. Louis, New York, Toronto, 
Strasbourg, Basel and Osio, the 
music festivals of Marlboro, 
Ravinia, Aspen, Moab, Colmar, 
and Tel Aviv.

He has held concert engage-
ments with New York’s Con-
tinuum, Summer Garden, Joy 
in Singing, the American Com-
poser’s Orchestra, Red, Meet 

the Composers, the New York 
Festival of Song, the Carnegie 
Hall Honor Festival, Caramoor 
and Copland House, as well 
as Lincoln Center’s African 
American History, and Ameri-
can Songbook series.

Martin holds degrees from Il-
linois Wesleyan University and 
The Julliard School, and has 
received the William Schuman 
Prize, SONY Elevated Stan-
dards Awards, a Lilly Fellow-
ship and Theodore Presser 
Award. He is a founding mem-
ber of the New York Festival of 
Song Artists Council and the 
co-founder of the Mississippi 
Vocal Arts Ensemble.

Living in Jackson, he is di-
rector of Music and Creative 
Arts Ministries at Wells Church 
and served as teaching artist-
in-residence at Millsaps Col-
lege.

This May 3 concert at 2 p.m. 
will be one to remember with 
such an excellent opportunity 
to further the studies of Krystal 
and take in the genius of James.

To assist via mail, send 
checks payable to Krystal M. 
Jackson, 3732 Albermarle Rd., 
Jackson, MS 39213.

Hinds County District Attorney 
Robert Shuler Smith enjoyed a great 
number of supporters, voters, local 
professionals and community mem-
bers during his campaign kick-off on 
Tuesday, April 21, 2015.

The event was held at 1253 Val-
ley Street, a historic landmark rec-
ognized for its use as a safe meeting 
and organizing site for Robert L.T. 
Smith, Medgar Evers and many 
other activists during the Civil Right 
Movement.

Supporters of Smith enjoyed a 
variety of foods and treats, along 
with music by DJ Sinatra, and space 
jumps for the children. The festivi-
ties were all provided, at no cost to 
the community, by Friends to Re-
Elect Robert Shuler Smith and local 
businesses that sponsored by dona-
tions and/or discounts.

The evening filled with food, 
family, fun, and community was 
also very informative.  Citizens of 
Hinds County had an opportunity to 
register to vote, discuss questions or 
concerns with assistant district attor-
neys, and hear facts directly from the 
Hinds County district attorney.

D.A. Smith addressed the com-
munity regarding the successes of 
his administration and provided sev-
eral undisputed facts to support his 
position.

The facts included an administra-
tion under the leadership and experi-
ence of Robert Shuler Smith clearing 
a backlog of cases that had existed 
for several terms under the previous 

administration.
More specifically, D.A. Smith 

shared numerical facts and statistical 
data. He declared more than 11,000 
successful convictions under his ad-
ministration and a ranking of 4th in 
the state for convictions on habitual 
offenders.

This ranking is a first for Hinds 

County and exceeds neighboring 
counties that were not ranked in the 
top10.

D.A. Smith said, “Numbers don’t 
lie. Hinds County is moving forward 
and voters must come out and sup-
port the progress.”

Central United Methodist Church 
hosting “in Concert” Krystal 
Jackson and James Martin

Successful and informative campaign 
kick-off for Hinds County District 
Attorney robert Shuler Smith

Martin

Smith

Jackson
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Women of Distinction - Breaking the 
Glass Ceiling.” 

They are Atty. Martha Bergmark, 
founding executive director of 
Voices for Civil Justice; Ursula M. 
Burns, chairman and chief executive 
officer for Zerox; Veranda Dickens, 
chairman of the board of Seaway 
Bank and Trust Company (and a 
Tougaloo alumnae); Ingrid Saunders 
Jones, senior vice president at Global 
Community Connections and retired 
chair of The Coca-Cola Foundation; 
and Cassandra Wilson, American 
jazz musician, vocalist, songwriter 
and producer of Jackson, Missis-
sippi.

Making an appeal for greater sup-
port for a great cause, LeRoy G. 
Walker Jr., businessman and Touga-
loo Board of Trustees member, said, 
“Tougaloo as been serving the com-
munity since 1869. It has a rich his-
tory and is relevant to us today, as it 
helps our children reach their goals. 
It is a proud institution.”

Walker encouraged his corporate 
friends to support the Two Rivers 
Gala in reaching its $1 million goal.

Pam Confer, community relations 
representative for Nissan Canton, 
said she came to the press confer-
ence to show that “Nissan considers 
itself part of the Tougaloo family.” 
She referred to the recent grants 
awarded to assist STEM courses in 
science and technology, which in-
cluded Tougaloo.

“And Mississippi is Nissan’s 
home, too. Tougaloo represents 
many firsts, and Nissan is the first 

automotive plant to have its home in 
Mississippi,” she said. Confer said 
that all HBCUs should be supported.

Also attending the press confer-
ence was Doris Griffith Bridge-
man, director of alumni relations 
at Tougaloo. She urged all Touga-
looans to participate in financially 
supporting their alma mater. “And 
come out to fellowship,” she said. 
“The entertainment will be a draw 
for our younger alumni, but the 
event is intergenerational.” 

Entertainment will be provided 
by Chante Moore, renown artist 
who has sold more than five mil-
lion albums and singles world-
wide. Her “Things That Lovers 

Do” reached #3 on the Billboard 
Hot R&B albums chart. Also 
Howard Hewett - best known for 
his song “Second Time Around” 
- will perform, who went on to a 
solo career after performing with 
the group Shalamar.

Stamps said, “After the awards 
and distinguished speeches, we 
want everyone to put on their 
dancing shoes and have a good 
time.”

To be a corporate sponsor, to 
reconnect as Tougaloo alumni, to 
purchase tickets, contact the Of-
fice of Institutional Advancement 
at 601-977-7871a or email pjohn-
son@tougaloo.edu.

Confer and Bridgeman
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Mississippi 2000, Inc. lauded the work of Miss. State Rep. Alyce G. Clarke, left, and investigative reporter Jerry 
Mitchell, right, during its 2015 Friendship Ball Saturday, April 18, at the Mississippi Museum of Art. Pamela 
Junior, manager of the Smith Robertson Museum, introduced the awardees. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE JONES

Salute to MS State rep. Alyce G. Clarke
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Erin Buckner: V105.5 newstalk 
account executive: “Working in the 
media is always a learning process. 
Be prepared to acquire new knowl-
edge. Visit media establishments and 
shadow a professional. Study the 
business side of the media/commu-
nication industry.”

Kathy Times, media consultant, 
coach and PR leader: “Find a men-
tor in your field. They can guide you. 
Network. Join professional organiza-
tions. Attend conferences and make 
connections. Be ready to adapt and 
adjust to new situations.”

Thersa Apel: “Learn everything 
you can about the communication/
media - writing, researching, produc-

ing and 
e d i t i n g . 
Maximize social media usage - 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, 
etc. Treat everyone with respect and 
embrace integrity. Start being a jour-
nalist now. Start somewhere small.”

Melissa Faith Payne: “Today, no-
body has just one job. Be ready to 
do many things. Prepare to do what-
ever needs attention. Get informa-
tion right and learn how to ask tough 
questions. Be a jack-of-all-trades. 
Live your brand 24/7.”

Marquis Pierce: “Do your research. 
Dress for the occasion and do home-
work. Do internships and learn as 
much as you can. Be a team player.” 

STATE

The Junior League of Jackson 
is an organization of women com-
mitted to promoting voluntarism, 
developing the potential of women, 
and improving the community 
through the effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers.

During the League’s annual 
community roundtable at their 
headquarters, 805 Riverside Dr., 
on Thursday, April 9, a moderated 
panel discussion addressed the fu-
ture needs of the metro Jackson 
area and strengthening early child-
hood literacy and kindergarten 
readiness. 

Panelists included Dr. Cathy 
Grace (director of the Gilmore Ear-
ly Learning Initiative Collabora-
tive); Eileen Beazley, M.S. (Early 
Childhood Education director for 
Midtown Partners, Inc.); Dr. Jill 
Dent (director of Early Childhood 
for the MS Department of Edu-
cation); and Dr. Rhea Williams-
Bishop (executive director for The 
Center for Education Innovation).

According to Grace, as of June 
5, 2014 about 40 percent of the 
210,956 Mississippi children were 
living in poverty.

Using a hypothetical illustration 
of herself as a child, Grace argued, 
“If I am hungry, I’m not going to 
be able to think. It [hunger] inter-
feres with concentration.” She then 
stated that language barriers within 
children’s homes limit their abili-
ties to function.

As a panelist, Grace then 
broached the topic of lack of fund-
ing for the pre-K collaborative 

grant that was received. 
“Funding should reach 
$12 million for more 
children to receive qual-
ity programs,” she said.

The Mississippi Leg-
islature, however, “only 
granted to the Depart-
ment of Education $3 
million divided among 
11 entities, matched with 
either cash or in-kind con-
tributions.” Grace noted 
that since the Legislature 
engages in prioritizing 
and choice making, “We have not 
been loud enough, strong enough, 
or persistent enough to say ‘no 
more.’”

Striving to build a vibrant, 
healthy, sustainable community, 
Midtown Partners works to trans-
form the lives of Midtown resi-
dents by building resident capacity, 
expanding opportunities and serv-
ing as a catalyst for improving the 
quality of life. 

Beazley mentioned that “kin-
dergarten is the foundation for all 
future formal learning experienc-
es, and all students must enter the 
doors ready to learn on day one.”

Hence, 2011 Midtown Partners 
introduced Early Links to Inno-
vation, a seven-week intensive 
summer program to prepare kin-
dergarteners enrolling in Brown 
Elementary in the fall.

“Links” has the following com-
ponents: screenings (speech, hear-
ing, vision and emotional/social); 
readiness assessment as tracking 
development; individualistic in-
struction (comprising a low teacher 

to student ration); and Parent Acad-
emy - preparing parents to transi-
tion into the school setting and to 
be “kindergarten parents.”

Literacy, said Beazley, is vital to 
early childhood growth and devel-
opment. Adults should “model lan-
guage,” as children begin to learn 
language by hearing and then mod-
eling it. Beazley added, “When 
children read aloud, 1) they learn 
how books work; 2) that print and 
speech are related in a specific way; 
3) book language is different from 
speech; and 4) books are fun.”

The MS Department of Educa-
tion has specified the State Board 
of Education Goals for 2016-2020 
as follows: 

1) All students come proficient 
and show growth in all assessment 
areas; 

2) Every student graduates high 
school and is ready for college and 
career; 

3) Every child has access to a 
high-quality early childhood pro-
gram; 

4) Every school has effective 
teachers and leaders; and 

Junior League community roundtable 
addresses future early childhood 
education needs in Metro Jackson
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer
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Junior League of Jackson: Susan Rockoff, 
chair, community outreach; Mary Purvis, 
president; Davetta Lee, chair-elect, 
Community Outreach. PhOtO By JaNiCe K. 
NeaL-ViNCeNt

Victorial Brinkley and Jackie hampton PhOtOS By JeRRy DOMatOB

Dr. Jeremy Domatob and Miss Mass 
Communication Jilisa Benton

times

5) Every community effectively 
uses a world-class data system to im-
prove student outcomes.

Humorously, Rhea Williams-Bish-
op referred to all panelists as “Mag-
nolia Mommas” and said Grace was 
the “grandmother” because she was 
present from the very beginning. In 
2008, The Center for Education was 
formed after Hurricane Katrina.

Speaker Williams-Bishop in-
formed participants and observers 
that for the first five years of opera-
tion, the Kellogg Foundation funded 
the agenda for Early Childhood 
Education. Then the Early Learning 

Institute was created and brought 20 
business leaders together.

In a video, it showed Mississippi 
ranked at the bottom of the nation 
in education. Williams-Bishop ex-
plained that the Center faces three 
issues: 1) Children start school 
behind; 2) long-term planning is 
needed; and 3) a 21st century learn-
ing approach is needed to appeal 
to communities to actively partici-
pate.”

Panelists called for all in the State 
to “get serious about the business of 
early childhood education.” Until 
this happens, failure to meet stan-

dards will continue. 
When asked how the Junior 

League of Jackson stood in regards 
to the discussion, President Mary 
Purvis remarked, “[This issue im-
pacts the community]. We want the 
community to understand where we 
are and where we stand….

“Members are trained on how to 
engage with the child in the reading 
process and we see opportunities for 
early childhood and youth develop-
ment.”

For further information, contact 
Mary Purvis, President, at presi-
dent@jig.org, or call 601-672-4257.



“Black Buying Power” is pro-
jected to reach one trillion dollars 
this year, outpacing the rest of the 
population by nearly 30 percent. 
Yet, studies show that although 
African-Americans possess this 
extraordinary buying power while 
making up only 13 percent of the 
U.S population, they also own 
only 1.8 percent of companies that 
employ more than one person, and 
have stake in only five percent of 
all U.S firms.

According to Alcorn State Uni-
versity graduate business student 
Justin Mitchell, “Black people are 
very entrepreneurial. They start 
businesses at pretty high rates. But 
due to lack of proper planning, 
training and resources, they fail 
early on.”

Many argue that a lack of institu-
tional support is partly to blame for 
the African-American businesses 
botches. According to a recent 
study reported in the Washington 
Post, “significantly different treat-
ment from their white counter-
parts” was cited as the underlying 
reason why African-Americans 
have difficulty participating in the 
entrepreneurial sphere.

The study divulged that, “When 
seeking financing for a small busi-
ness, even when all other variables 
- their credentials, their compa-
nies, and even their clothing - were 
identical, African-Americans had 
a significantly more difficult time 
obtaining assistance during the fi-
nancing process.”

During the National Newspaper 

Publishers Association’s Black 
Press Week, held in late March in 
Washington D.C, Congresswoman 
Maxine Waters spoke about the 
woes faced by black businesses 
and cited a need for improvement. 

She said, citing factors that con-
tribute to the malady, “As impor-
tant as it is to recognize progress, 
I would be remiss if I did not rec-
ognize the fact that black-owned 
businesses … face an uphill bat-
tle.” 

She cited statistics such as “Af-
rican-American households have 
13 times less wealth than white 
households”; “African-Americans 
have $100,000 less in retirement 
savings than white households”; 
and “African-American house-
holds have an average of only 
$200 of readily available money 
while white households have 
roughly $23,000 of readily avail-
able funds.”

Black business experts argue 
that the rates of successes and fail-
ures for all black businesses run 
parallel to a phenomenon known 
as circular or group economics. 
Malvin Williams Jr., a staff mem-
ber at Alcorn State, said, “This is 
because with the exception of Af-
rican-Americans, most racial and 
ethnic groups practice investing 
in businesses located in their com-
munities, owned by members of 
their community, who service their 
communities.”

Essentially, he means that Chi-
nese tend to buy Chinese, Indian 
men and women buy Indian, Mus-
lims buy from other Muslims, and 
so forth. This is a statistically prov-

en fact. However, while African-
Americans earn less, they tend to 
spend more and are less discrimi-
nating about where they spend.

Consequently, in terms of assets, 
homes, retirement accounts and 
cash savings, white communities 
have six times more wealth.

African-American collective 
buying power is expanding at a 
rate 64 percent faster than the gen-
eral market. Yet many squander 
these funds away on “instant grati-
fication purchases,” owning less 
than four percent of the nation’s 
assets.

Analyzing this blatant fact, it be-
comes clear why black businesses 
fail, and that blacks are in overall 
worse economic condition than 
other groups. It is because they do 
not wield their buying power re-
sponsibly.

Currently, 43 million strong, Af-
rican-American consumers are the 
most aggressive consumers of me-
dia and they shop more frequently. 
We watch more television, make 
more shopping trips, purchase 

NFL players
Continued from page 1

at Faith 4 Life in Jackson.
Players have filed suit against 

the NFL to be compensated for 
injuries they say they sustained - 
and often were not aware of - dur-
ing their playing time. The recent 
suicides of some players have 
been blamed on brain injuries 
from concussions.

Players voiced concerns about 
age restrictions and time limita-
tions for receiving compensation 
for injuries they say they suffered 
while playing in the league, espe-
cially concussions that are caus-
ing health problems today.

Some local players recalled 
not even realizing at the time that 
they were hurt, explaining that 
they “just shook it off and played 
through it.” But now, they say 
they are dealing with residual ef-
fects of memory loss, numbness 
in extremities and other neuro-
logical conditions.

“I having ringing in my ears 24 
hours a day,” said Noland Smith, 
who played wide receiver in Kan-
sas City and San Francisco.

Smith questioned whether any 
compensation that could come to 

some players would be retroac-
tive, as the case has been going 
on for some years.

The men also expressed con-
cerns about the fact that they are 
being represented by NFL attor-
neys who might not have their in-
terest in mind and that they have 
to see NFL physicians. So they 
are working to retain their own 
attorney.

Players at the meeting, many 
who attended Jackson State Uni-
versity and other Mississippi 

schools, included group president 
Vernon Perry, Ben Williams, Lar-
ry Hardy, Rodney Phillips, and 
Thomas Leonard, among others.

Also in attendance was Lee 
Jenkins who works with the Mis-
sissippi Disability Mega Confer-
ence. He encouraged players to 
attend their June 18 event which 
will benefit people who have suf-
fered brain injuries.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 454-0372.

Former NFL player and group president Vernon Perry and Noland 
Smith with Atasia Jones Photo by StePhANie R. JoNeS
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Buying Black: a story 
about “Group Economics”
by beunkka Davis
The Mississippi Link Intern

Waters

more beauty and grooming prod-
ucts, read more magazines, and 
spend more than twice the time on 
personally hosted (social media) 
websites than any other group.

Additionally, African-Ameri-
cans tend to favor retail outlets, 
shopping more frequently at drug 
stores, convenience stores and dol-
lar stores than at local, community-
run businesses.

And although locally-owned 
beauty supply shops and parlors 
are popular within the black com-
munity (as they typically cater 
specifically to the unique needs of 

African-American hair texture and 
beauty needs), the vast majority 
of these firms are Asian-owned. It 
raises the question: how is it black 
entrepreneurs cannot even manage 
to dominate one of the few mar-
kets specifically tailored to their 
needs?

The next logical step is to pon-
der a solution - preferably one 
that can benefit both businesses 
and consumers. In the case of 
African-American communities, 
it is imperative that we learn to 
“buy black.” Study of other ethnic 
groups show that this is the only 

feasible solution to reinvigorate 
the black business sector as well 
as empowering the community as 
a whole.

Ideally, economists show that 
the black dollar should circulate 
at least nine times before leaving 
the black community. To do this, 
blacks must learn to practice cir-
cular/group economics and “buy-
ing black” as a lifestyle choice to 
wield more buying power respon-
sibly, to reinvigorate the black 
business sector, and regain control 
over the economic livelihood of 
black people. 



intercourse, but Pagonis said she 
learned as a teenager that it was al-
most impossible.

Pagonis knew her body was dif-
ferent, but didn’t learn the full truth 
until a college instructor described 
the hormone syndrome.

Pagonis phoned her mom after 
class to find out the name of her 
condition.

“I was like, `Oh. My. God! That’s 
the thing the teacher was talking 
about ... ,” said Pagonis, now 29. 
“And then I went into like a freef-
all.”

Pagonis struggled with depres-
sion and angst until meeting young 
intersex adults who’ve embraced 
their differences. Pagonis now uses 
the first name “Pidgeon,” doesn’t 
identify as female or male and 
works as an artist and intersex activ-
ist against surgery.

Pagonis’ advice for parents with 
intersex infants? “Take them home 
and love them ... just the way they 
are.”

Alice Dreger, a Northwestern 
University ethicist and author, said 
it makes sense for parents to raise 
affected kids as boys or girls. “But 
sometimes we get that gender as-
signment wrong. And in those cases 
it’s particularly important that we’ve 
not done unnecessary interven-
tions.”

A Columbia, South Carolina, 
couple who adopted a child with a 
condition similar to Pagonis’s filed a 
landmark medical malpractice law-
suit over surgery performed after 
the birth parents lost custody. Doc-
tors and social services authorities 
decided on operations to make him 
look like a girl, the 2013 lawsuit 
said. Representatives for the state 

and doctors declined comment.
Pam and Mark Crawford, the 

adoptive parents, raised the child as 
a girl until he insisted he was a boy.

The Crawfords worried that the 
gender switch “would offend peo-
ple’s sensitivity in the Bible Belt 
but that has not been the case at all,” 
Mark Crawford said. He said their 
child, now 10, has been welcomed 
as a boy at school and church, and 
is doing well.

An appeals court in January dis-
missed their federal complaint al-
leging the boy’s constitutional rights 
were violated. The Crawfords’ state 
lawsuit is likely to go to trial later 
this year.

“What happened to our son is 
something that is pretty devastating. 
We feel like this is the only way we 
can have an influence on it not hap-
pening again,” Pam Crawford said.
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HEALTH

WASHINGTON - Blue Bell 
Creameries is pulling all of its 
products off the shelves after 
samples of its ice cream tested 
positive for a potentially deadly 
bacteria - listeria.

The recall announced late 
Monday includes ice cream, fro-
zen yogurt, sherbet and frozen 
snacks distributed in 23 states 
and abroad. It follows several 
smaller Blue Bell recalls over 
the last month that the company 
initiated after its products were 
linked to three deaths at a Kan-
sas hospital.

Seven other listeria illnesses 
in Kansas, Texas, Oklahoma and 
Arizona over the last five years 
have now been linked to Blue 
Bell products, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
said Tuesday.

A look at the listeria bacteria 
and answers to questions that 
consumers may have:

What is listeria?
Listeria is a hardy bacteria 

found in soil and water that can 
be carried by animals. It can be 
very hard to get rid of once it 
contaminates a processing fa-
cility, partly because it grows 
very well in refrigeration. It is 
commonly found in processed 
meats, unpasteurized cheeses 
and unpasteurized milk, and it is 
sometimes found in other foods 
as well - listeria in cantaloupes 
was linked to 30 deaths in a 
2011 outbreak.

What are the symptoms?
When a person contracts the 

disease, it can cause fever, mus-
cle aches, gastrointestinal symp-
toms and even death.

Am I at risk?
Listeria generally only affects 

the elderly, people with com-
promised immune systems and 
pregnant women. It can cause 
miscarriage, stillbirth, prema-
ture labor, and serious illness 
or death in newborn babies. 
Healthy, younger adults and 
most children can consume lis-
teria with no ill effects or mild 
illness.

What has been recalled?
As of Monday, Blue Bell ice 

cream has recalled all of its 
products. That follows more 

limited recalls of Blue Bell prod-
ucts made on production lines in 
Texas and Oklahoma after the 
ice cream was linked to eight 
illnesses, including three deaths, 
in Texas and Kansas. The com-
pany issued Monday’s recall 
after two samples of chocolate 
chip cookie dough ice cream 
tested positive for listeria.

How did this happen?
State and federal inspectors 

are still investigating the ice 
cream outbreak and have not 
released a cause. In past out-
breaks, contamination has been 
the result of dirty equipment or 
unsanitary conditions in a plant. 
The company said it “cannot say 
with certainty” how the bacteria 
was introduced to its facilities.

I have Blue Bell products in 
my home. What should I do?

You should throw them out. 
When you throw something 
away, place it in a closed plas-
tic bag in a sealed trash can to 
prevent animals or other people 
from eating it. The ice cream 
can have a shelf life of up to two 
years.

How can I protect against 
listeria?

It’s tough. In the case of the 
Blue Bell products, there’s noth-
ing you can do - just throw it 
away. Clean any surfaces that 
may have touched the food with 
hot, soapy water.

If you are in one of the groups 
that is most vulnerable to liste-
ria, heat processed meats to 165 
degrees Fahrenheit or until it is 

steaming hot just before serving 
it.

For fruit, scrubbing is never 
a bad idea, but it may not rid 
produce of all contaminants. In 
the case of the cantaloupe, the 
listeria likely hid on the fruit’s 
thick, rough skin. Health of-
ficials think people may have 
been sickened when people cut 
into their cantaloupes, bringing 
listeria on the outside of the fruit 
to the inside.

Why is listeria so deadly?
Listeria is less well-known 

than other pathogens like salmo-
nella and E. coli, which cause 
many more illnesses in tainted 
food every year. But one in five 
people who get sick from listeria 
can die. The people who get sick 
from listeria are often already 
weaker and more vulnerable to 
disease.

Have there been other re-
cent recalls due to listeria?

Yes. Earlier this month, Sabra 
Dipping Co. announced a recall 
of 30,000 cases of its Classic 
Hummus, also due to possible 
listeria contamination. No ill-
nesses have been linked to that 
recall.

In January, a California com-
pany recalled Granny Smith and 
Gala apples after samples of lis-
teria found in its plant matched 
listeria bacteria that sickened 
32 people across the country, 
including at least three deaths. 
The illnesses and deaths were 
linked to consumption of cara-
mel apples.

WASHINGTON - Women 
should get a mammogram ev-
ery two years starting at age 50 
- and while routine screening 
brings little benefit in the 40s, 
beginning it that early should 
be a personal choice, a govern-
ment task force said Monday.

Also, there’s not enough evi-
dence to tell if new 3-D mam-
mograms are the best option for 
routine screening, or if women 
with dense breasts need extra 
testing to find hidden tumors, 
the U.S. Preventive Services 
Task Force concluded.

The draft advice issued Mon-
day is largely a rewording of the 
task force’s controversial 2009 
recommendation that drew 
protests for questioning the 
usefulness of mammograms in 
the 40s. The American Cancer 
Society has long recommended 
annual mammograms starting 
at age 40 and while insurance 
usually pays for them, experts 
feared the dueling guidelines 
would confuse the public.

In reviewing its recommen-
dation this time around, the 
government advisory panel is 
stressing that 40-somethings 
need to weigh the pros and cons 
of screening with their doctors.

Mammograms clearly can 
help prevent deaths but they 
come with trade-offs: anxiety-
provoking false alarms, un-
needed biopsies, and overdiag-
nosis, detection of tumors that 
never would have threatened a 
woman’s life.

“Screening is most beneficial 
for women ages 50 to 74,” said 
task force past chairman Dr. 
Michael LeFevre of the Uni-
versity of Missouri.

Compared with biennial 
mammograms for average-risk 
women, starting at age 40 in-
stead of 50 could prevent one 
additional death but lead to 576 
more false alarms for every 
1,000 women screened, the re-
port calculated. Age aside, the 
report estimated nearly one in 
five women whose tumor was 
detected by a screening mam-
mogram may be overdiag-

nosed.
On the other hand, women 

at increased risk because their 
mother or sister had breast 
cancer may benefit more from 
mammograms than the average 
40-year-old, LeFevre added.

Urging that kind of personal-
ized discussion is an important 
clarification, said Dr. Richard 
Wender of the American Can-
cer Society, which had sharply 
criticized the task force’s 2009 
recommendation. The Ameri-
can Cancer Society currently 
is updating its own mammog-
raphy guidelines, due out later 
this year, to include the latest 
evidence on those age ques-
tions.

“Mammography is the most 
effective way to reduce the 
likelihood of being diagnosed 
with advanced breast cancer, 
and avoiding a premature can-
cer death,” Wender said.

Monday’s task force recom-
mendation is a draft open for 
public comment through May 
18, at http://www.screeningfor-
breastcancer.org.

CHICAGO - She was born to 
a young Chicago couple, named 
Jennifer, and grew into a beautiful 
long-lashed child with wavy dark 
hair, big brown eyes and a yearning, 
youthful desire to be just like all the 
other girls.

Only she wasn’t. Doctors first no-
ticed her slightly enlarged genitals, 
and then discovered she had testes 
inside her abdomen and male chro-
mosomes. And so began a series of 
surgeries to make things “right.”

Jennifer Pagonis was born inter-
sex, an umbrella term for several 
conditions in which an infant’s re-
productive anatomy doesn’t con-
form to standard definitions of male 
or female. The physical effects can 
be subtle, or very obvious.

A century ago, intersex adults 
were top draws at circus sideshows. 
Then, as surgical techniques for 
ambiguous genitals evolved, doc-
tors began performing surgeries on 
affected infants and encouraged par-
ents to raise children as the sex they 
visibly resembled. Many families 
kept the conditions hidden, fearing 
stigma and shame.

Pagonis’ parents knew nothing 
about the conditions - or about the 
surgeries’ troubling risks, including 
damage to sexual function, satisfac-
tion and psyche later on.

Now, efforts are underway to 
change the way intersex children are 
treated.

“The way that we took care of 
things in the past ... where there was 
a fair amount of secrecy, where there 
was surgery done in the infant state, 
and potentially irreversible surgery, 
is probably not the best way to go 
about things,” said Dr. Earl Cheng, 
who runs the 2-year-old sex devel-
opment disorders program at Chi-
cago’s Ann & Robert H. Lurie Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

The program is one of several na-
tionwide that employ a team of spe-
cialists including surgeons, hormone 
experts, genetic counselors, psy-
chologists and ethicists. The team 
helps families weigh their options, 
including whether surgery should be 
considered at all.

Intersex activists advise against it 
and urge tolerance for affected kids. 
There’s even an intersex character 
on television, introduced this season 
on MTV’s “Faking It” series.

It’s a fitful evolution and a sign of 
the times, perhaps the natural next 
step in the gender-blurring evolu-
tion, with feminism and the gay- 
and transgender rights movements 
helping pave the way for more ac-
ceptance of people who don’t fit the 
typical male or female mold.

Intersex conditions are often 

confused with gender identity is-
sues, but they’re different. Gender 
orientation refers to whether some-
one identifies as male, female, or 
something else; intersex involves 
reproductive anatomy. Some af-
fected children have typical male or 
female chromosomes, but genetic 
glitches and hormonal problems that 
begin in the womb, cause genitals to 
resemble those of the opposite sex. 
Others have a male-female blend of 
sex chromosomes and reproductive 
organs.

Prevalence estimates vary, from 
more than 1 in 1,000 newborns, 
which includes conditions that in-
volve mildly atypical genitals, to 
about 1 in 5,000 for more obvi-
ous cases. Experts say there’s no 
evidence numbers are increasing, 
although rising awareness has led 
more families to seek treatment at 
specialty centers like the one in Chi-
cago.

The new treatment approach 
stems partly from a 2006 consen-
sus statement on intersex disorders 
by U.S. and European medical 
specialists who advocated against 
knee-jerk surgeries and said older 
patients should be involved in some 
decisions. That year the American 
Academy of Pediatrics retired an old 
surgery-focused policy.

The evolution is part of a trend 
in U.S. medicine toward better 
communication and more patient-
focused treatment. With intersex 
conditions, these interactions can 
be fraught with emotion and contro-
versy, and not all families are ready 
to embrace the change. Some still 
choose surgery, fearing that without 
it, their children will be considered 
freaks.

“There was some angst about get-
ting surgery done when she was an 
infant. I wouldn’t let anyone baby-
sit for her or change her diapers, 
other than my mom. I didn’t want 
other people to know,” said a sub-
urban Chicago woman who agreed 

to speak with The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity to pro-
tect her 8-year-old daughter from 
possible public scorn. The girl has 
congenital adrenal hyperplasia, 
an intersex condition that caused 
boyish-looking genitals. It involves 
overproduction of male hormones 
and can be deadly unless lifelong 
hormone treatment is started quick-
ly.

Her parents agreed to a clitoris 
reduction.

“I definitely had second thoughts 
about were we doing the right 
thing,” her mom said. “I still feel 
like we made the right decision. 
Time will tell.”

Pagonis has a different condition 
involving male hormones - andro-
gen insensitivity syndrome - but also 
had a clitoral reduction, and more. 
Undescended testes were removed 
to prevent them from developing 
cancer; some doctors now think af-
fected children can be monitored 
instead. Pagonis was born without a 
uterus and a partial vagina that sur-
geons later extended so that as an 
adult she might have normal sexual 

Q&A: what is listeria? Bacteria 
found in Blue Bell Ice Cream

Task force: Mammograms in 40s 
a choice, but don’t skip at 50

Intersex surgeries spark move 
away from drastic treatment

By Lauran Neergaard 
AP Medical Writer

By Lindsey Tanner 
AP Medical Writer

By Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press

Selves sit empty of Blue Bell ice cream at a grocery store in Dallas, Tues-
day, April 21, 2015. Texas-based Blue Bell Creameries issued a voluntary 
recall Monday, April 20, 2015, for all of its products on the market after 
two samples of chocolate chip cookie dough ice cream tested positive 
for listeriosis. AP PhoTo/LM oTero

In this Thursday, Feb. 19, 2015 photo, Pidgeon Pagonis poses for a photo 
at home in Chicago. Pagonis, who was raised a girl but has male chromo-
somes, works as an activist opposing drastic genital surgery for intersex 
children. AP PhoTo/M. SPeNCer GreeN
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NATIONAL

WASHINGTON - Senate 
leaders announced a deal Tues-
day that should clear the way 
for the long-stalled vote on 
President Barack Obama’s at-
torney general nominee.

The agreement aims to solve 
a dispute over abortion that 
had delayed passage of a once-
popular human trafficking bill 
for weeks. Attorney General-
designate Loretta Lynch has 
been caught in the middle as 
Democrats have fumed, with 
Republican leaders insisting on 
holding off on her confirmation 
vote until the trafficking bill 
was resolved.

“I’m glad we can say there is 
a bipartisan proposal that will 
allow us to complete action on 
this important legislation so we 
can provide help to the victims 
who desperately need it,” said 
Majority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell, R-Ky. He said he antici-
pated a vote on Lynch, who will 
become the nation’s first black 
female attorney general, “in the 
next day or so.”

“Let’s get out of this quickly,” 
said Democratic leader Harry 
Reid of Nevada. “Let’s get Lo-
retta Lynch confirmed.”

Lynch was nominated last 
fall, and Democrats have be-
come increasingly agitated 
about the delays in confirm-
ing her to replace Eric Holder, 
even though they controlled the 
Senate for part of that time and 
failed to call her nomination up 
for a vote. Obama on Friday 
called the delays “embarrass-
ing.”

The trafficking deal aims to 
address Democratic concerns 
that the legislation would ex-
pand existing prohibitions on 
spending federal funds for abor-
tions. The legislation envisions 
a new victims’ fund made up of 
fees paid by sex criminals, and 
Democrats said that applying 
abortion spending prohibitions 
to that new source of non-tax-

payer funds was an expansion  
they could not accept.

Republicans said they had to 
be satisfied that abortion spend-
ing prohibitions were not cur-
tailed.

The final language, negotiated 
by Reid and Sens. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas and Patty Murray, D-
Wash., resolves that issue by es-
tablishing two sources of mon-
ey for the new victims’ fund. 
Money collected from the fines 
assessed on criminal perpetra-
tors would be used for services 
such as legal aid, but not for 
health or medical services, and 
therefore language on abortion 
would not be relevant. Money 
already appropriated by Con-
gress for Community Health 
Centers - and already subject to 
abortion spending restrictions 
- would be available for health 
and medical services.

Obama spokesman Josh Ear-
nest said the White House was 
reserving judgment until it had 
a chance to review the final 
language in the deal, but he 
also said the endorsement from 
some Democrats was “certainly 
an encouraging sign.”

The trafficking bill, which 
passed the Senate Judiciary 
Committee unanimously, had 
appeared headed for quick pas-

sage through the Senate earlier 
this year until Democrats sud-
denly started raising alarms 
about the abortion language. 
They contended Republicans 
had sneaked it into the bill, al-
though Democratic Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar’s office has ac-
knowledged that an aide was 
aware of it. Outside interest 
groups, including Planned Par-
enthood, got involved and the 
bill stalled.

Tuesday’s deal allows all 
sides to claim victory: Repub-
licans for ensuring money for 
medical procedures is subject 
to the existing abortion restric-
tion, under a rule known as the 
“Hyde amendment,” and Dem-
ocrats for establishing that the 
Hyde restriction isn’t expanded 
to a new source of money.

Planned Parenthood applaud-
ed the deal. “Thankfully, Sena-
tors Reid and Murray and other 
women’s health champions held 
the line and today’s agreement 
prevents Hyde from being ex-
tended even further into other 
funding streams, and provides 
survivors of human traffick-
ing with immediate access to 
needed health care services,” 
said Cecile Richards, president 
of Planned Parenthood Action 
Fund.

NEW YORK - McDonald’s 
sales have been sputtering 
for more than two years and 
the company seems trapped 
in a cycle of bad headlines 
that likely won’t end soon.

Its quarterly earnings re-
sults on Wednesday aren’t 
expected to be pretty either, 
and there’s a chance its dom-
inance will continue to wane 
as newer players keep com-
ing onto the scene.

But don’t write the obitu-
ary just yet. McDonald’s has 
many strengths that the rivals 
biting at its heels can only 
envy, including Ronald Mc-
Donald’s worldwide recogni-
tion. The Golden Arches will 
need to put them to good use 
to remain the world’s largest 
restaurant chain.

Here are six reasons why 
McDonald’s is nowhere 
close to death’s door for now.

Massive Reach
McDonald’s has more than 

14,300 locations in the U.S. 
and that ubiquity continues 
to make it a default option for 
many. Burrito chain Chipotle 
is in growth mode but still 
only a fraction of that size, 

with around 1,800 locations. 
(Shake Shack, whose stock 
offering earlier this year gar-
nered lots of attention, has 
fewer than 40.)

Because of its recent strug-
gles, McDonald’s plans to 
slow its growth to its low-
est level in five years. But 
“slow” is relative: It still 
plans to add 600 to 700 res-
taurants around the world 
this year, on top of the more 
than 36,200 it already has.

Chipotle said it plans to 
open up to 205 new stores 
this year, mostly in the U.S.

Marketing Power
McDonald’s has enormous 

marketing muscle, in large 
part because its franchisees 
are required to contribute at 
least 4 percent of their sales 
to advertising.

Based on the $31.1 billion 
in sales U.S. franchisees saw 
last year, that would translate 
to at least $1.24 billion in ad-
vertising money.

That huge bucket of money 
is split in two ways. Some 
goes to national advertising 
and focuses on burnishing 
the brand. The rest goes to 
regional advertising and fo-
cuses more on promotions to 

drive customers to stores.
Advertising doesn’t have 

to be expensive to be effec-
tive, of course. But McDon-
ald’s deep pockets give it a 
clear advantage.

Printing Money
The recent sales decline in 

the U.S. is squeezing fran-
chisees, who still have to pay 
for fixed costs like labor and 
electricity.

But McDonald’s restau-
rants continue to generate 
a lot more cash than their 
peers. In 2014, the average 
McDonald’s restaurant raked 

in $2.5 million in sales, ac-
cording to industry tracker 
Technomic. Wendy’s restau-
rants pulled in an average of 
$1.6 million, while Burger 
King pulled in $1.2 million.

A big reason for the differ-
ence: the popularity of Mc-
Donald’s breakfast.

Average annual sales for 
Shake Shack are higher at 
$4.6 million, Technomic 
said. That’s in part because 
Shake Shack is concentrat-
ed in New York City, where 
volumes tend to be higher. 
The average Chipotle gener-

ates roughly the same sales 
volume as McDonald’s even 
without breakfast, in part be-
cause of its fast-moving line 
and higher prices.

Unlocking Breakfast
Fans of McDonald’s break-

fast have long called on the 
chain to offer it past 10:30 
a.m. McDonald’s is finally 
giving the idea a serious 
try with a test of an all-day 
breakfast menu in San Diego.

It’s just one way McDon-
ald’s might bring more cus-
tomers into its stores and 
may signal the company’s 
willingness to take bigger 
risks.

Big companies tend to be 
cautious about change, and 
McDonald’s in particular 
is known for its methodical 
decision-making. But execu-
tives may pick up the pace to 
avoid becoming outdated.

New Leadership
McDonald’s CEO Steve 

Easterbrook stepped into his 
role just last month and said 
he wants to make McDon-
ald’s a “modern, progressive 
burger company.” In a meet-
and-greet with analysts, he 
also referred to himself as an 
“internal activist,” according 

to Sara Senatore, a Bernstein 
analyst.

Another new executive is 
Mike Andres, who became 
president of the U.S. divi-
sion in October. He started 
as a manager for his family-
owned McDonald’s, and has 
served in a variety of lead-
ership roles at the company. 
Andres’ father was a pilot for 
Ray Kroc, who built McDon-
ald’s into a fast-food giant.

McDondald’s Has Been 
Here Before

The troubles McDonald’s 
is facing are partly the result 
of a shifting industry, with 
many smaller players posing 
a challenge to the big guys. 
If that trend keeps up, Mc-
Donald’s may not be able to 
save itself.

At the same time, it’s easy 
to forget that McDonald’s 
has had rough patches before 
- and pulled out of them.

Consider the expanded 
menu and focus on value 
that former CEO Jim Skinner 
used to turn around business. 
It isn’t an ancient example; 
Skinner’s tenure was from 
2004 to 2012, the last few 
years of which were some of 
McDonald’s strongest.

www.mississippilink.com
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Names of suspended Baltimore 
police officers released

BALTIMORE - The six of-
ficers suspended in the investi-
gation of a black man who died 
after his arrest had experience 
on the force ranging from near-
ly two decades to three years, 
officials said.

The officers were identified 
by city officials Tuesday. They 
have been suspended with pay 
while authorities investigate 
the death of Freddie Gray, who 
was handcuffed, placed in a 
transport van with his legs later 
shackled, and driven around in 
the van for about 30 minutes 
before being rushed to the hos-
pital in critical condition, offi-
cials said.

Gray died of a “significant 
spinal injury” on Sunday, a 
week after his arrest, Deputy 
Police Commissioner Jerry Ro-
driguez said Monday. Police 
have not said exactly how Gray 
was injured.

Gray, 25, was arrested on 
April 12 after police “made 
eye contact” with him and an-
other man and the two started 
running, authorities said. The 
lawyer for Gray’s family said 
he believes the police had no 
reason to stop the man in the 
first place.

What led to that injury - and 
why Gray was initially pursued 
by police - is still unknown.

According to court docu-
ments, Officer Garrett Miller 
accused Gray of carrying a 
switchblade, which was discov-
ered in Gray’s pocket after he 
was stopped.

The other suspended officers 
were identified as:

- Lt. Brian Rice, 41, with the 
department since 1997.

- Sgt. Alicia White, 30, with 
the department since 2010.

- Officer Caesar Goodson, 
45, who has been there since 
1999.

- Officers William Porter and 
Edward Nero, who along with 
Miller, all joined in 2012.

Their specific roles in the ar-
rest were not released.

Police Commissioner An-
thony Batts said the reason for 
Gray’s stop is “a question we 
have to dig into.”

Billy Murphy, the lawyer 
hired by Gray’s family, said 
he believes the officers had no 
probable cause to stop Gray.

“They’ve made concessions 
on lack of probable cause,” 
Murphy said. “Running while 
black is not probable cause. 
Felony running doesn’t exist, 
and you can’t arrest someone 
for looking you in the eye. You 
have to believe he committed 
a crime and have an objective 
basis for that belief. They had 
none of that.”

Gray’s death has prompted 
daily protests and a vigil was 
planned Tuesday evening at the 
spot where he was arrested.

The death comes six months 
after Baltimore officials re-
leased a plan to reduce police 
brutality and misconduct. The 
plan followed a request by city 
officials to the U.S. Justice De-
partment to review police poli-
cies and procedures.

The Justice Department’s 
review should include a broad 
investigation of whether offi-
cers have committed civil rights 
violations, said the Rev. Cortly 

C.D. Witherspoon, president 
of the Baltimore chapter of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. He said he plans 
to send a letter with that request 
by Wednesday.

Officials on Monday vowed 
transparency and pledged to 
hold those found responsible 
accountable. Batts said the in-
vestigation will be completed 
by May 1 and the results will be 
sent to the state attorney’s office 
to determine whether criminal 
charges will be filed. Batts also 
said he is ordering that police 
review and rewrite “effective 
immediately” its policies on 
moving prisoners and providing 
them with medical attention.

Police on Monday released a 
more detailed timeline of how 
Gray was arrested and trans-
ported. It revealed that Gray 
was placed in leg irons after 
an officer felt he was becom-
ing “irate” in the back of the 
transport van, and that the van 
made several stops on its way to 
the police station, even picking 
up another prisoner in an unre-
lated case, after Gray had asked 
for medical attention several 
times. Upon arrest, police said 
Gray asked for an inhaler and 
requested care several times be-
fore he was ultimately taken to 
the hospital.

Trafficking deal clears path 
for attorney general vote

Why McDonald’s is still a powerhouse, despite troubles

By Erica Werner
Associated Press

By Candice Choi 
AP Food Industry Writer

By JULIET LINDERMAN 
Associated Press

FILE - In this Jan. 28, 2015 file photo, Attorney General nominee Loretta 
Lynch testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington. President Barack Obama on 
Friday said it was “crazy” and “embarrassing” the way the Republican-led 
Senate has held up confirmation of his attorney general nominee, Loretta 
Lynch. AP PHOTO/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE, FILE

FILE - This Thursday, Jan. 15, 2015, file photo, shows a McDonald’s fast 
food restaurant sign in Chicago. Despite troubles, McDonald’s is still a pow-
erhouse. AP PHOTO/NAM Y. HUH, FILE

Edward Brown speaks at a protest outside City Hall about Freddie Gray in 
Baltimore, Monday, April 20, 2015. Baltimore’s top police officials, mayor 
and prosecutor sought to calm a “community on edge” Monday while 
investigating how Gray suffered a fatal spine injury while under arrest. 
AMY DAvIS/THE BALTIMORE SUN vIA AP



Jackson Public Schools is 
pleased to announce its Parent of 
the Year, William Herring, a par-
ent at Spann Elementary School. 
JPS Superintendent Dr. Ced-
rick Gray made the surprise an-
nouncement at Spann Elementa-
ry, on April 20, 2015, at a surprise 
reception that included the stu-
dents and staff of the school and 
members of the Parent Teacher 
Association.

“Mr. Herring, we are thank-
ful for you and your dedication, 
hard work, and commitment to 
the family of Spann and more im-
portantly to the family of Jackson 
Public Schools,” said Dr. Gray 
during his presentation.

In her recommendation let-
ter, Principal Nicole Menotti de-
scribed Herring as a parent who 
takes on jobs big and small with 
an enthusiastic attitude.

“Mr. Herring always has a 
smile on his face and greets each 
child as they enter the building,” 
she said. “He has worked the 
Book Fair, monitored hallways, 
and talked to students.”

Known as “Top Dog” of the 
school’s Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads 
of Great Students) program, Her-
ring has built a team that creates 
activities to increase opportuni-
ties for father involvement at the 
school. His efforts have led to in-
creased participation in the pro-
gram with volunteers signing up 
on a weekly and monthly basis.

He and his Watch D.O.G.S. 
team organized 
PBIS (Positive 
Behavior Interven-
tion and Supports) 
Good Behavior Re-
ward Day, which 
included space 
jumps, fun learning 
games, and conces-
sions.

He also assisted 
in organizing Do-
nuts for Dads and 
other activities to 
encourage fathers 
and father figures 
to become more 
involved at the 
school. Under his 
leadership, the pro-
gram has been ac-
tive for two years.

“Mr. Herring 
works diligently to 
serve the students, 
staff, parents, and 
friends of our 
school as coordi-
nator of the Watch 
D.O.G.S. program, 
said Assistant Prin-
cipal Dina Owens. 
“ He spends a lot 
of extra time help-
ing the staff and 
students at Spann 
with instruction 
and extra activities. 
His assistance and 
willingness to help 
students are assets 
that benefit every-

one involved in the educational 
learning process.”

Herring is a well-known and 
highly respected member of the 
school community driven by his 
passion for the success of the 
school and its students. He serves 
as liaison between the school’s 
administrators and parents. He is 
a consistent presence of support 
for not only his two sons, but for 
the entire school.

“On any given day Mr. Herring 
can be seen encouraging kids to 
do their best and showing them 
what a positive male role model 
is in today’s society,” said PTA 
Vice President Keyla Bradford. 
“He exemplifies the epitome of a 
great man, father, mentor, volun-
teer, and teacher.”

Herring is a former U.S. Ma-
rine currently employed full-
time at Venture Technologies. 

He and his wife Latori are ac-
tively involved parents to their 
two sons attending Spann; La-
than in fourth grade and Landon 
in first grade.

Herring was honored by 
school and district administra-
tors as well as fellow parent 
volunteers. He received a plaque 
from Dr. Gray and a $50 gift cer-
tificate from Mangia Bene Res-
taurant Group. Other gifts were 
provided by local merchants. 
The school PTA presented him 
with a Spann shirt and a framed 
picture with congratulatory 
messages written by the faculty 
and staff. Herring will also be 
honored at an upcoming Board 
meeting.

Herring will be considered 
with other outstanding parents 
across the state for the Missis-
sippi Parent of the Year.

P S A

Provine High School bas-
ketball player E.J. Galloway 
had been off the basketball 
court for about five minutes 
when he collapsed in early 
June 2014. Galloway experi-
enced sudden cardiac arrest.

Province Coach Willie 
Swinney immediately started 
CPR to try and save his life.

“I was scared. I was really, 
really scared, because I never 
imagined in a thousand years 
I would have to perform CPR 
on a student. I’ve been CPR-
certified for longer than I can 
remember, but never imagined 
having to use it in a real-life 
situation,” Swinney said.

Swinney, and John Knight, a 
parent of another player from 
the opposing team, worked 
on E.J. Galloway for almost 
10 minutes as they waited for 
paramedics to arrive. Gallo-
way was in full cardiac arrest 
with no pulse and no heart-
beat.

Paramedics were able to 
revive Galloway and doctors 
credit the coach’s quick think-
ing and CPR to his survival.

Today the towering 6-foot-
9-inch-tall Galloway consid-
ers himself lucky. He’s back 
on the court, and the 17-year-
old now has an implanted de-
fibrillator in his chest to help 
prevent cardiac arrest if it hap-
pens again.

“The doctors aren’t sure 
why it happened,” said Gal-
loway. “They just know that 
my coach did the right thing 

and helped saved my 
life.”

Galloway and 
students at Provine 
High School re-
ceived another life-
saving gift from the 
Jackson Heart Foun-
dation this week. The 
foundation partnered 
with the American 
Heart Association to 
purchase a CPR in 
Schools Kit for the 
Jackson high school.  

“More than 
400,000 people suf-
fer out-of-hospital 
sudden cardiac arrest 
each year. Nearly 90 
percent don’t sur-
vive. We know that CPR saves 
lives and we want to make 
sure our community’s students 
are equipped to act if they en-
counter a person who has suf-
fered from cardiac arrest,” said 
Clay Hays, M.D.

“The Jackson Heart Founda-
tion is proud to invest in the 
next generation of lifesavers 
by providing students with the 
American Heart Association’s 
CPR in Schools kits.”

The Jackson Heart Foun-
dation has donated CPR in 
Schools Kits to Callaway and 
Jim Hill High Schools, as well. 

These donations come on 
the heels of CPR in Schools 
legislation that became law 
in Mississippi just last fall. 
The American Heart Asso-
ciation advocated for the law 
that includes CPR training as 

a requirement for high school 
students. 

Sudden cardiac arrest can 
happen to anyone, at any time. 
It is most often caused by a 
heart attack, but it can also be 
caused by trauma, an overdose 
or drowning.

In sudden cardiac arrest, 
the heart stops beating; blood 
stops circulating; oxygen stops 
flowing to the brain; and the 
victim stops breathing. Stud-
ies have shown that students 
are capable of learning and 
effectively performing CPR. 
CPR performed immediately 
can triple a person’s chance of 
survival.

For more information re-
garding CPR Anytime Kits for 
local schools or for CPR train-
ing information, call the Metro 
Jackson American Heart Asso-
ciation at 601-331-1200. 

Jackson Heart Foundation makes 
sure that Provine High School 
students know lifesaving skills of CPR

Passionate parent leader 
at Spann named 2015 
JPS Parent of the YearThe Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Wilkins Elementary 
auditorium was standing 
room only on Thursday, 
April 2, 2015, for the 
Breakfast with Dads event. 
Fathers and father figures 
enjoyed breakfast and 
fellowship with students 
at the program themed 
“Transforming: Unlocking 
Potential.”

Superintendent Dr. Ced-
rick Gray was the keynote 
speaker for this event. He 
encouraged fathers to keep 
doing what they are doing. 

“We are trying to trans-
form our young men into 
productive citizens,” Dr. 
Gray said.

Other guest speakers in-
cluded Hinds County Sher-
iff Tyrone Lewis, Ward 6 
City Councilman Tyrone 
C. Hendrix, and Fredrick 
Nolan, director of the JPS 
Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of 
Great Students) program.

“My goal and desire is 
to educate the whole child, 
to ensure physical, men-
tal, emotional, spiritual, 
and academic stability, 
and I need the fathers of 
this community to take a 
stand with me as we com-
bat the issues that attempt 
to plague the lives of our 
youth,” said Principal Dr. 
Jonathan Sutton.

The goal of Wilkins El-
ementary’s Breakfast with 
Dads program was to af-
firm stronger and more 
positive relationships 
among the school’s stu-
dents and their dads and 
father figures.

This program promotes 
respect, kindness, honor, 
compassion, and generos-
ity. 

Fathers support students 
at the Wilkins Elementary 
Breakfast with Dads event
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray with the JPS Parent of the Year 2015 honoree 
William Herring

Family and supporters of Parent of the Year include (adults from left) Principal Nicole Menotti, Herring, wife Latori, 
and Asst. Principal Dina Owens. Joining them are his sons and a nephew.

Wilkins father and student at the Breakfast with Dads event.

JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray delivers keynote speech at Wilkins Break-
fast with Dads.

Sheriff Tyrone Lewis speaking at the breakfast themed “Transforming: 
Unlocking Potential.”

Coach Swinney and EJ
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Incorporated, the nation’s 
first sorority established by 
African American women, has 
implemented programs of ser-
vice impacting countless lives 
in such key areas as Educa-
tion, Health, the Family and 
Economics. 

The organization’s commu-
nity impact and scope have 
expanded greatly as a result of 
these service initiatives.

The 2014-2018 Program 
theme is Launching New Di-
mensions of Service. Mem-
bers of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, through its 986 local 
chapters, will address com-
munity needs with programs 
in several target areas: Edu-
cational Enrichment, Health 
Promotion, Family Strength-
ening, Environmental Owner-
ship and Global Impact.

Beta Delta Omega Chapter 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc. will host their annual 
Fiscal Responsibility Forum 
on Thursday, April 30, 2015, 
which is a component of the 
Family Strengthening target. 
The Fiscal Responsibility Fo-
rum will begin at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Community Room at the 
Jackson Medical Mall. 

Shelia C. Jackson, assistant 
vice president with Regions 
Bank will present on personal 
finances, including budget-
ing, saving and investing and 
Representative Kimberly L. 
Campbell, Esq., will present 
on estate planning.

Join us to learn more about 
how to manage your personal 
finances and properly plan 
your estate.

For more information, con-
tact Candie L. Simmons, can-
diesimmons@hotmail.com. 

First place winner WJSU-FM 
and mass communications’ TigerTV 
in the Liberal Arts Department at 
Jackson State University earned 19 
combined honors during the annual 
Mississippi Associated Press Broad-
casters Awards on Saturday, April 
18, at the Capital Club in downtown 
Jackson.

NPR-affiliate WJSU received first 
place for its spot news coverage of 
the 2014 death of Jackson Mayor 
Chokwe Lumumba. Garnering 14 
total awards, the 24-hour news and 
jazz station was among top winners 
in professional and collegiate cat-
egories for Best Achievement; Best 
Documentary or Series of Stories; 
Best Feature Story; Best General 
News Story; Best Newscast; Best 
Public Affairs Reporting; Best Radio 
Newscaster; Best Radio Sound; and 
Best Sportscast.

Mass communications’ TigerTV 
received several second- and third-
place honors. The categories include 

Best Website; Best Sportscast or 
Sports Story; Best Documentary or 
Series of Stories; Best News Story; 
and Best Newscast.

Student and professional winners 
include:

TigerTV:
2nd Place: Best Website: Derrick 

Walton, Jaleesa Harris, Octavis Law-
son

3rd Place: Documentary or Series 
of Stories: Jillian Ware, Courtni Wil-
son

3rd Place: Best Newscast: Perry-
mon Wright, Regina Toney, Octavis 
Lawson, Kris Campbell, Ivory Jones, 
DaShawna Wright, Will Owens

Honorable Mention: Documen-
tary or Series of Stories: Avi’Yam 
Jordan

WJSU College:
2nd Place: Best News Story: 

Kourtney C. Paige
2nd Place: Best Sportscast/Sports 

Story: Steven Gilbert
3rd Place: Best Sportscast: Courtni 

Wilson, Pat Lane, Gerald Harris

WJSU Professional:
1st Place: Best Spot News Story: 

Sunny Fridge, L.A. Warren, Kourt-
ney C. Paige, Dale Morris

2nd Place: Best Radio Newscast-
er: L.A. Warren, Kourtney C. Paige

2nd Place: Best Public Affairs Re-
porting: L.A. Warren, Kourtney C. 
Paige

2nd Place: Best General News 
Story: Dwain Doty

2nd Place: Best Spot News Story: 
Dwain Doty

2nd Place: Achievement: L.A. 
Warren, Kourtney C. Paige

2nd Place: Best Radio Sound: 
Dale Morris

3rd Place: Best Newscast: Sunny 
Fridge, Kourtney C. Paige

3rd Place: Best Radio Sound: Dale 
Morris

3rd Place: Best Documentary: 
L.A. Warren, Kourtney C. Paige

3rd Place: Best Feature Story: 
Gina Carter-Simmers

3rd Place: Best General News 
Story: Dwain Doty

The Beta Delta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., hosts Fiscal Responsibility Forum
The Mississippi Link Newswire

1st place winner WJSU leads way 
as radio, TigerTV earn 19 honors 
at 2015 AP Broadcasters Awards

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Twelve students partici-
pated in the Minorities in 
Agriculture Natural Re-
sources and Related Sciences 
(MANRRS) 30TH Annual 
Career Fair & Training Con-
ference in Houston, Texas. 

They participated in a num-
ber of workshops such as:

Target Intern Opportuni-
ties, Experience - Develop-
ing as Essential Skill Set for 
Engaging, Nurturing, Cul-
tivating and Excellence as 
a Leader, and Transitioning 
from High School to College 
Academics. 

The Piney 
Woods Junior 
MANRRS also 
participated in a 
number of com-
petitions winning 
first, second and 
third in almost all 
categories.

The results are 
as follows:

Essay Writing - 
1st Place - Urijah Key

2nd Place - Maya Riddle
3rd Place - Yanet Lakew
Public Speaking - 1st Place 

- Daniel Etim
Impromptu Speaking - 1st 

Place - Lydia Batey
2nd Place - Australia Say
3rd Place - Daniel Etim
And for the second year in 

a row Maya Riddle sang at 
the conference.

Piney Woods School wins big at a 
recent conference in Houston, Texas
The Mississippi Link Newswire

WJSU-FM and TigerTV contributors during the 2015 Mississippi Associated Press Broadcasters Awards 
ceremony Saturday, April 18, include Steven Gilbert; Kourtney C. Paige; L.A. Warren, news director for 
WJSU; Dr. Sunny Fridge, director of programs for TigerTV; Kris Campbell, Dashawna Wright, Perrymon 
Wright; Gerald Harris; Regina Toney; Jeremy Anderson; and Dr. Elayne Hayes-Anthony, seated, director of 
mass communications in the Liberal Arts Department.

(Seated) Andrea Miles, Demetrice Wells, Rose Franklin, (Standing) Maggie Terry Harper, Gloria Johnson, Candace Simmons and Tanyonisha Dale



Psalm 22:8-11, 131:2, and Isa-
iah 66:13 all teach us that a moth-
er’s early care, physical affection, 
availability, and kindness to her 
children plant seeds that can grow 
into an ability to trust in and trea-
sure God, as well as an ability to 
understand God better. 

In Romans 16:13, we are taught 
that a woman can be like a mother 
to others who are not her biologi-
cal children.

All of the verses indicate that 
mothers are the heart of any fami-

ly and because of this, they should 
be revered.

The Madison County Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. will honor mothers 
from Madison County during its 
2015 “A Morning with Minerva” 
celebration on Saturday, April 25.

The chapter will honor nine 
outstanding mothers from the area 
and award one with the title of 
Delta’s 2015 Mother of the Year 
during its signature event. 

The celebration, to be held at 
Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist 

Church, 852 Madison Ave., in 
Madison, will begin at 9:30 a.m.  
Maggie Wade, WLBT news an-

chor, will serve as the celebration 
guide. Jason Gibson & Destiny 
Project will provide entertainment.

This past 
weekend I, along 
with several 
ministry leaders, 
had the pleasure 
of spending the 
entire day with 

approximately 28 college aged 
students at the first College 
Hill M. B. Church college min-
istry retreat.

We all arrived on the grounds 
of Camp Pioneer in Pearl for a 
day of mentoring while study-
ing God’s word.

The young people of College 
Hill asked months ago if they 
could have a retreat that would 
cover many of the concerns 
that plagued their generation. 
Initially, I laughed at the termi-
nology but later realized that 
they truly thought the current 
worries of the world were all 
new.

Think about it? How many 
of us have heard all of our lives 
that “there is nothing new un-
der the sun?” Well, I am still a 
firm believer in that, but I have 
also come to realize that be-
cause their lives are so young, 
they often think that those who 
are older don’t understand 
what they feel to be their bur-
dens. I also have to admit, that 
at a young age, I too, thought 
the same thing.

Oh, but thank God for age 
and wisdom. I now know that 
because of Him, I am able to 
share my past experiences, 
while nurturing a younger gen-
eration of believers.

II Timothy 4:12 - “Let no 
man despise thy youth; but be 
thou an example of the believ-
ers, in word, in conversation, 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity.” This verse, actually se-
lected by the college ministry 
participants is so befitting for 
what God wants from all of us. 

And when we heed to this com-
mand, we are helping to “Un-
lock the Destiny” of those who 
didn’t or don’t realize what the 
future can hold for them.

As Christians, of any age, 
we should all be ready to learn 
more about His word and share 
it, especially to those who 
thirst for knowledge.

We must remember the word 
our Lord shared with His disci-
ples on that Sunday morning - 
Matthew 28: 18-20. (18) Then 
Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 
(19) Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, (20) and teaching 
them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”

To our young people, I beg, 
don’t just celebrate the beauty 
of life now, but at all times 
and make Jesus the center of 
your joy as you share His good 
news.

Remember the verse that 
I often share with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your place of 
worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Proverbs, the ultimate life coach 

A Morning with Minerva program honors local mothers

T h r o u g h o u t 
this series, we 
have reflected 
upon life coach-
ing from the 
Book of Prov-
erbs’ perspec-

tive. We have witnessed how 
the Book of Proverbs addresses 
numerous relevant issues that 
we face in our lives. It addresses 
parenting, relationships, oc-
cupation, giving, witnessing 
(evangelism), marriage, com-
munication (talkativeness), 
self-control, future (planning), 
drinking, etc.

God offers His life-coaching 
services free of charge. Prov-
erbs 8:1, 4 “Does not wisdom 
cry out, and understanding lifts 
up her voice? To you, O men, 
I call, and my voice is to the 
sons of men.” While God’s life 
coaching services doesn’t cost 
you cash yet it will cost you 
commitment. If you are not 
willing to fear or adore God, if 
you do not develop a passion 
for God, chances are you will 
not get the most out of your 
relationship with Christ. Those 
whose relationship with Christ 
is not maturing can come to a 
point to where they will accept 
and believe that there may be 
other ways to heaven.

Remember, Proverbs 1:7 says 
fearing God is the beginning of 
wisdom. So, if you do not devel-
op fear/adoration for God you 
won’t be getting all that you are 
supposed to get out of having a 
relationship with His Son, Jesus.

As we worked our way 
through various verses in Prov-
erbs for 15 Sundays we finally 
arrived at the final chapter (31) 
and we have been in this chap-
ter for three Sundays thus far. 
The main characters are King 
Lemuel and his dear mother. 
The advice she told him could 
be deemed as life coaching. She 

offered him some excellent ad-
vice.

In verses 1-3 Lemuel’s mother 
taught him to not chase a bunch 
of women; in verses 4-7, she 
taught him that it’s best not to 
use mind altering substances be-
cause it could impair his kingly 
judgment; and in verses 8-9 she 
helped him evaluate his work or 
role as king…taught him to use 
his power to help the needy.

Today, we finally start dealing 
with what Lemuel’s mother had 
to say about a good woman. She 
asked her son a question, “Who 
can find a virtuous woman?”

First observation is that I no-
ticed Lemeul’s mother told him 
what to be cautious about or 
what to look out for in verses 1-9. 
One of the things she told him to 
look out for were loose women, 
but in verse 10 she asked her son 
who can find a good woman. In 
other words, she wanted him to 
not chase a bunch of women, but 
find a good wife instead. By the 
way, the Book of Proverbs be-
gins with telling the young to 
fear God and it ends with a vir-
tuous woman. It’s true, if young 
people learn to seek God first 
they will end up with the right 
one (spouse).

As we look at the following 
verses, we will discover that the 
virtuous wife is well-rounded. 
According to one source, there 
are at least 10 virtues of the vir-
tuous wife in Proverbs 31. They 
are faith, marriage, mothering, 
health, service, finances,  pro-
duction, homemaking, time and 
beauty tips. But today we will 
only cover one… She is mar-
ried.

Proverbs 31:10, “Who can 
find a woman of virtue? For 
her value is far above rubies.” 
The Hebrew word for woman 
here is ishshah which not only 
means woman or female but it 
means wife also. We know it 
means wife in verse 10 because 
in the next verse (11) it says, 

“The heart of her husband safe-
ly trusts her; so he will have no 
lack of gain.” (Pr. 31:11)

First of all, let me say that 
there are some decent godly sin-
gle women and it must be tough 
for them as single women to 
outnumber single men and some 
men use this to their advantage 
by having multiple girlfriends. 
If a single Christian woman is 
not growing as she should, she 
will feel desperate and began to 
settle for men who are beneath 
their Christian standard and then 
they make excuses for them un-
til their heart gets broken and 
they end up saying I knew I 
should have not fooled with that 
joker.

If you are not growing in 
Christ as you should, at some 
point you will lower your stan-
dards due to feelings of despera-
tion, but rest assured that you 
will be disappointed in the long 
run because you didn’t seek 
God in your time of aloneness. 
When you are not dating that is 
the time you need to be seeking 
Christ vigorously so he can po-
sition you for your Boaz or your 
Abraham (Mr. Right).

Listen to what the Apostle 
Paul said about single Chris-
tian women/men in 1 Corin-
thians 7:34, “…The unmarried 
woman cares about the things of 
the Lord, that she may be holy 
both in body and in spirit…” 
The Apostle Paul is implying 
that your primary goal as single 
Christians is that you should be 
about God’s business and living 
holy. Getting a boyfriend should 
not be your main objective. As 
I once said in the past, Satan 
knows that Christians who do 
not seriously work on develop-
ing their relationship with Christ 
will probably never do so if they 
get involved in a relationship 
before they mature enough as a 
Christian.

Jesus once confronted a sin-
gle woman whom Bible scholars 

say lived with a man she was not 
married to. John 4:18, “For you 
have had five husbands, and the 
one whom you now have is not 
your husband…” She was liv-
ing in sin and Jesus wanted her 
to know that the man she lived 
with was not simply a compan-
ion to her, but rather a curse to 
her because they were not mar-
ried.

Thank God her path crossed 
with Jesus because He spoke 
words of life to her and set her 
free from the prison she was 
in that she once thought was a 
haven. God wanted to give this 
single woman a chance to be 
free and the only way to be truly 
free was Jesus Christ.

Jesus told the woman that man 
is not yours because you are not 
married. It doesn’t matter what 
the law says about common law. 
When people choose to live in 
sin they willfully accept a curse 
over their lives. If Christians 
have not spent enough time in 
developing their relationship 
with Christ first, how can they 
be in right relationship with 
other people?  Remember, there 
will always be a void in our 
hearts in some way if we fail to 
do it God’s way.

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Center, 
464 Church Rd., Madison. Resi-
dents of Madison, he and wife, 
Minister Yolanda; are the proud 
parents of three daughters. He 
received degrees from Criswell 
College in Dallas; Southern 
Methodist University - Perkins 
School of Theology; and a Mas-
ters of Divinity from Memphis 
Theological Seminary. A pastor 
for 23 years, Collier serves as 
a volunteer chaplain for vari-
ous law enforcement agencies in 
the metro area and for the Mis-
sissippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or 
e-mail karab5@live.com. One of the activities enjoyed at Camp Pioneer by some of the participants 

who attended the College Hill college ministry retreat is the zipline.

2015 honorees - Linda Hopkins-Hearns, Joshalynn N. Jones, Viola Riley Hill 
Love, Sonja Smith. Second row: Georgia Courtney, Billie Ruth Anthony, Sekila 
H. Argrett, Dorothy Blackman. Not pictured: Arleen Johnson-Anderson

N E w s  f R o M  t h E  w o R d

R E i g N i N g  A N N o u N c E M E N t s
College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jack-
son, will be the location where The Westhaven Choir 
will present a benefit concert for the National Federa-
tion of the Blind of Mississippi Saturday, April 25, at 6 
p.m. The church’s annual spring revival services will 
take place Monday through Wednesday, April 27 - 29, 
beginning at 7 p.m. nightly. For more information call 
601.355.2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

Greater Pearlie Grove Baptist Church, 1640 W. 
County Line Rd., Jackson will host a It’s A Man’s Thang 
Men’s Conference Saturday, April 25, beginning at 
8 a.m. This year’s theme is “Moving Past Life Suff.” 
Please visit http://www.gpgmbc.org to register. Click on 
the link at: Explore our Ministries, click on “It’s A Man’s 
Thang Ministry! For more information call 601.354.2026 
or visit the church’s website. Rev. Stephen F. Mason is 
the pastor. 

Canton United Methodist Church, 3808 N. Liberty 

St., Canton, will be the location where the Rembert 
Washington Memorial Chorale will celebrate its 18th 
Year Anniversary Sunday, April 26, at 3 p.m. Jeffrey 
Luckett is the chorale president and John Woodard Jr. 
is the founder and director.

Mt. Helm Baptist Church, 300 E. Church St., Jackson, 
will celebrate its annual women’s day program Sunday, 
April 26, at 11 a.m. Jacquelyn Hayes Hampton, publish-
er of The Mississippi Link Newspaper, will be the guest 
speaker. For more information call 601.353.3981. Rev. 
C. Edward Rhodes, II is the pastor.

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245 Tunica St., Jackson, 
will celebrate its church anniversary Sunday, April 26, 
at p.m. For more information call 601.969.3511 or visit 
www.mountnebochurch.com. Rev. John A. Wicks, Jr., 
is pastor.

New Jerusalem Church, Jackson, will present the Pris-

cilla Shirer live simulcast at the South Campus, 1285 
Raymond Rd., Saturday, April 25. Doors will open at 8 
a.m. The simulcast will begin at 9 a.m. Admission is free 
but you must register online at www.njc-ms.org. All three 
campuses will host friends and family day Sunday, April 
26. Services will be held at 7:30 and 10:30 a.m. at the 
North Campus located at 5708 Old Canton Rd., 9 a.m. 
and noon at the South Campus location, and 10:30 a.m. 
at the Mid-town Campus located at 1110 Noel St. For 
more information visit the website or call 601.371.6772.  
Rev. Dewayne Pickett is the pastor.

Prayer breakfast - Saturday, May 2, at 7:45 a.m. 6449 W. 
Northside Drive, Bolton, MS 39041, Mount Olive Fellow-
ship Hall. Come and be blessed of the Lord. Donations 
are welcome.

National Day of Prayer - Thursday, May 7, 202 Raymond 
- Bolton Road, Bolton, MS 39041 (at City Hall under the 
Tree) - “Lord Hear Our Cry” - I King 8:28
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The Apostle 
Paul records in 
Romans 10:1-3, 
“Brethren, my 
heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for 
Israel is, that they 

might be saved. For I bear them 
record that they have a zeal of 
God, but not according to knowl-
edge. For they being ignorant of 
God’s righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righ-
teousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteous-
ness of God.”

In our Scripture text, Paul said 
he wanted Israel to be saved. He 
did not say that his heart’s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel was 
that they might become church 
members. He wanted them to be 
saved from all their sins.

Do you know beyond a shad-
ow of doubt that you are saved 
from all your sins? Are you free 
from all wrong attitudes and ev-
erything contrary to God’s way?

We find in Isaiah 55:7 these 
words, “Let the wicked forsake 

his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and He will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for He will abundantly pardon.”

God does not partially save 
a person, He saves individuals 
from all sin, and it does not take 
Him all day to do it. You may be 
living in a vile sin, lying, cheat-
ing, stealing, or showing a terri-
ble attitude; but you can become 
a child of God instantly.

In 1 Timothy 2:4, the Apostle 
Paul wrote, “Who will have all 
men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.”  
This does not mean that all will be 
saved, because the Bible makes it 
clear that many reject Christ.

The Gospel message has a uni-
versal scope; it is not directed 
only to people of one race, one 
sex, or one national background.  
God loves the whole world and 
sent His Son to save sinners. We 
must never assume that anyone is 
outside God’s mercy or beyond 
the reach of His offer of salvation.  
No matter how much money you 
might have or how many stocks 
and bonds you might have, there 

is nothing like salvation.
Salvation brings deliverance 

from sin. In Hebrews 2:3 we 
read, “How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation, which 
at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed to 
us by those who heard Him.”

The author of Hebrews called 
his readers to pay attention to the 
truth they had heard so that they 
wouldn’t drift away into false 
teachings. Paying careful atten-
tion is hard work. It involves 
focusing our minds, bodies, and 
senses. Listening to Christ means 
not merely hearing, but also 
obeying. We must listen carefully 
and be ready to carry out His in-
structions.

The Bible tells us that all have 
sinned and come short of the 
Glory of God, but God did not 
leave us in sin (Read Romans 
3:21-26).  Some sins seem bigger 
than others because their obvious 
consequences are much more se-
rious.

Murder, for example, seems 
to us to be worse than hatred, 
and adultery seems worse than 
lust. But this does not mean that 

because we do lesser sins we de-
serve eternal life. All sin makes 
us sinners, and all sin cuts us 
off from our Holy God. All sin, 
therefore, leads us to death be-
cause it disqualifies us from liv-
ing with God, regardless of how 
great or small it seems.

Don’t minimize “little” sins 
or overrate “big” sins. They all 
separate us from God, but they 
all can be forgiven.

Trusting means putting our 
confidence in Christ to forgive 
our sins, to make us right with 
God, and to empower us to live 
the way He taught us. God’s 
solution is available to all of us 
regardless of our background or 
past behavior.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a member of 
the National Association of Evan-
gelism Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He serves as chairman of the 
Southeastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of April 23

1.	 How	Great	Thou	Art	 	 Koryn	Hawthorne
2.	 I	Luh	God	 	 	 Erica	Campbell	Featuring	Big	Shizz
3.	 For	Your	Glory	 	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
4.	 Fill	Me	Up	 	 	 Casey	J
5.	 Amazing	 	 	 Ricky	Dillard	&	New	G
6.	 I	Am		 	 	 	 Jason	Nelson
7.	 I	Will	Trust	 	 	 Fred	Hammond
8.	 War	 	 	 	 Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
9.	 Pressure	 	 	 Jonathan	McReynolds
10.	 This	Place	 	 	 Tamela	Mann

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Submit yourself to the 
righteousness of God - Part I

I’ve always 
c o n s i d e r e d 
myself a wom-
an of great 
faith. But this 
year, I’ve been 
c h a l l e n g e d 

more than ever to not just be 
a woman of great faith. The 
challenge this year has been 
whether I’ll be able to keep 
taking those steps of faith.

Ask yourself this ques-
tion - which has the biggest 
impact on your life? The 
fear of following God, the 
fear of not following God 
or the fear comes once you 
start following God? Re-
cently, I’ve been dealing 
with each one of those fears 
and stating things like, “My 
life won’t really change if I 
don’t do what God wants me 
to. I mean, I’ve been obedi-
ent in other areas so what’s 
so wrong with me not do-
ing this one thing?” I real-
ized this as I struggled to be 
completely obedient and as I 
prayed for God to show me 
His will for my life.

The more I prayed, the 
more I saw the signs and felt 
the spiritual nudging to go 
in one specific direction. In 
the past, I’d been more will-
ing to go where I felt God’s 
spirit was leading me. This 
time, however, I didn’t want 
to do it. In fact, I’d been re-
sisting the nudging of God’s 
spirit for at least six years. 
Not believing I had enough 
faith to do it was part of the 
reason I struggled.

Now that my faith has in-
creased to a level where I 
believe I can complete the 

goal, I find myself with a 
new struggle.

The first step of faith is 
hard, but I’ve learned the 
next step of faith is some-
times the hardest. Why? 
Sometimes you are so glad 
to have taken the first step. 
Also, you have the option of 
not going any further. You 
also have the option of go-
ing forward and completing 
your faith walk. James 2:14, 
17 says that we have to do 
something when we say we 
have faith because “What 
does it profit, my brethren, 
if someone says he has faith 
but does not have works?... 
Thus also faith by itself, if 
it does not have works, is 
dead.”

Lately, I’ve been working 
on and walking out my faith. 
It’s taken me nearly six years 
to go from being a woman of 
faith who boldly says “I can 
do it” to being a “walker of 
faith” who takes one faith-
filled step after the other. 
Psalm 37:23-24 says, “The 
steps of a good man are or-
dered by the LORD, And He 
delights in his way. Though 
he fall, he shall not be utter-
ly cast down; For the LORD 
upholds him with His hand.” 
It says “steps” and not “step” 
which makes me think that 
we fulfill our God-given pur-
pose when we trust God and 
keep walking in faith.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-sell-
er “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after 
a Relationship Ends” and 
“Writing to the Beat of God’s 
Heart: Prayers for Writers.”  
She can be reached at love-
hangover@juno.com.

Steps of faith

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R v E d

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist
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Black folks 
have the abil-
ity to create our 
own conscious 
millionaires. We 
have certainly 
done it for others 

for a long time now. Conscious 
black millionaires, by defini-
tion, would most assuredly use 
some of their money to assist the 
black collective.

Conscious black millionaires 
would not hesitate to use their 
resources to help empower our 
people.

Conscious black millionaires 
would not be afraid to espouse 
the principles of economic em-
powerment and then use their 
money to support it.

This is not a pipedream, folks. 
It can, should, and must be done. 
To make real progress, we must 
move beyond rallies, speeches, 
protests, philosophy, pontifica-
tion, intellectual rhetoric with-
out commensurate action, and 
mere symbolism without real 
substance.

Every rational person knows 
that at some point, everything 
we do to challenge injustice and 
to obtain the economic and po-
litical reciprocity we seek and 
deserve, will require money.

Look at the amount of money 
spent on travel and accommoda-
tions to attend all the marches 
and demonstrations of the recent 
past. It would have been bet-
ter spent on legal battles in the 
courts and placing initiatives on 
local ballots across the nation.

Who should fund the initia-
tives we take on to deal with in-
equities and unfairness against 
blacks? Who should benefit 
from the dollars we spend to 
accomplish our goals? As Ken 
Bridges would say, “That’d be 
us, y’all.”

The revolution will not be 
televised, but it must be fi-
nanced, and we should benefit 
economically from our expen-
ditures and activities associated 
with our fight for freedom.

Currently, our dollars are ben-
efiting everyone else as we run 
for freedom, as we protest, as 
we demonstrate, and as we con-
duct our conventions and other 
meetings around the country.

I recall how proud I was when 
I attended the Bring Back Black 
meeting, in 2007 at the black-
owned and operated Dudley 
convention complex in Kerners-
ville, N.C. A black caterer pre-
pared our food, and everything 
else that could be done with 
black vendors was done. It was 
the same at our MATAH confer-

ences from1998-2002.
Every convention cannot do 

that, but if we create conscious 
black millionaires, some of them 
would do what the founder of 
Compro Tax, Jackie Mayfield, 
did in Beaumont, Texas. He and 
Brother Yusef Muhammad built 
their own convention center.

They are, indeed, conscious 
black millionaires and, like oth-
ers that I know. They are not 
only taking care of their fami-
lies, they are also doing a great 
deal to help others, via business 
opportunities and philanthropy.

Many are unaware that they 
helped Maggie and John An-
derson in their efforts to get the 
Empowerment Experiment off 
the ground. No fanfare, just qui-
etly and humbly paying it for-
ward, the way conscious black 
people do.

Is Compro Tax preparing your 
return this year, or is your mon-
ey going to one of those com-
panies that do nothing for black 
folks in return?

Imagine the progress we 
would make by creating mil-
lionaires like Jackie and Yusef. 

The good news is that we 
can do it merely by putting our 
financial support behind the ef-
forts of a conscious brother or 
sister who have demonstrated a 
willingness to sacrifice and walk 
the walk when it comes to the 
overall empowerment of black 
people.

Creating conscious black mil-
lionaires is one of the objectives 
of the One Million Conscious 
Black Voters and Contribu-
tors Campaign. We know that 
simply by issuing a call for our 
members to purchase one pint of 
Ice Supreme from Ashiki Tay-
lor’s company we would have a 
conscious millionaire.

The same by buying one T-
shirt from a black company, one 
book from Rosie Milligan, one 
pound of Nefertiti Coffee from 
Roger Madison’s Izania market-
place, one product from Keidi 
Awadu or Bob Law’s Namaskar 
Health Foods, or even a couple 
of rolls of toilet tissue from 
Freedom Paper Company.

C’mon y’all; this is not diffi-
cult. Those folks will use their 
resources to assist us in our fight 
for empowerment. They will do 
it because their consciousness 
will allow them to do no less.

Conscious brothers and sisters 
consider it their “reasonable” 
service to support one another, 
to contribute to one another’s 
causes, and to let their actions 
speak louder than their words.

We have created a lot of white 
millionaires by buying their 
products. Don’t you think we 

should be able to look at their 
work and see a reciprocal ben-
efit to black folks? There should 
be some collective gain. Have 
they given us a return on our in-
vestment? 

Or have they and their friends 
and families been the only ones 
to gain? Stop supporting shy-
sters, hustlers, and hucksters.

Let’s use more of our money 
to create “conscious” black mil-

lionaires. Imagine the possibili-
ties. Go to www.iamoneofthemi-
llion.com, sign up, and let’s get 
started.

Jim Clingman, founder of 
the Greater Cincinnati African 
American Chamber of Com-
merce, is a prolific writer on 
economic empowerment for 
Black people. He can be reached 
through his website, blackonom-
ics.com.

I was standing 
in the Jackson-
ville, Fla. airport 
awaiting a flight 
home when I 
looked up at the 

television at the gate. CNN 
was repeating the story that 
President Obama and Cu-
ba’s President Raul Castro 
were to have a one-on-one 
discussion and were also to 
speak to the press.

This was a sight that, un-
til a few months ago, I had 
never expected. The change 
in U.S./Cuba relations has 
been a long time in coming. 
The U.S.A. has attempted 
through a combination of 
a blockade, assassinations, 
invasions, and support of 
terrorism, to undermine and 
overthrow the Cuban gov-
ernment.

Though it has succeeded 
in creating great misery for 
the Cuban people, it never 
shattered their reserve. In 
effect, the Cubans stood 
firm.

At the same time, the U.S. 
took on more and more the 
appearance of, not only 
a global bully, but also a 
global brat. It has had to 
have its way at whatever 
cost. The problem is that its 
belligerence towards Cuba 
continued to backfire, lead-
ing to a situation of increas-
ing isolation.

As the April 2015 “Sum-
mit of the Americas” ap-
proached, the isolation of 
the U.S. and Cuba became 
very evident, necessitating 
that something change.

President Obama, de-
spite protests from many 
domestic right-wingers, 
recognized that the jig was 
up and that the USA/Cuba 
relationship needed to alter. 
Undoubtedly, what the U.S. 

now hopes to accomplish 
is to subvert Cuba through 
various economic incen-
tives. Time will only tell 
whether such an approach 
will work. What is clear, 
however, is that the Cuban 
government, while looking 
forward to an improvement 
in relations, is not planning 
on getting on its knees in 
front of the U.S.

Ironically, at the same 
time that U.S./Cuba rela-
tions were improving, the 
U.SA. worsened its rela-
tionship with Venezuela, 
announcing that Venezuela 
represented an alleged secu-
rity threat to the U.S. Most 
of the Western Hemisphere 
rejected this characteriza-
tion and also rejected the 
approach of the U.S. toward 
Venezuela, apparently forc-
ing the Obama administra-
tion to reconsider its stand 
towards Venezuela.

The ruling elite in the 
U.S. seems to have great 
difficulty appreciating that 
Latin America is not its 
property. There really is 
something called “national 
sovereignty,” that nations 
on this planet are sup-
posed to respect. Yet, when 
it comes to Latin America 
there is a long history - 
dating back to the Monroe 
Doctrine of the 19th Centu-
ry - of assuming that the en-
tire hemisphere is made up 
of different components of 
Washington, D.C.’s realm.

In looking at President 
Castro on CNN the other 
day, it was clear that he had 
different ideas.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is the 
host of The Global African 
on Telesur-English. He is 
a racial justice, labor and 
global justice writer and 
activist. Follow him on 
Twitter, Facebook and at 
www.billfletcherjr.com.

When the Su-
preme Court gut-
ted a key provision 
of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act nearly 
two years ago in 
Shelby County v. 

Holder, many of us suspected that 
Chief Justice John Roberts in par-
ticular was distorting the severity 
of voting violations in jurisdictions 
covered by the act. As a popular 
GEICO commercial says, now we 
know.

We now know because of ex-
tensive research conducted by Wil-
liam R. Kenan Jr., a professor at 
the California Institute of Technol-
ogy, titled, “Do the Facts of Voting 
Rights Support Chief Justice Rob-
erts’ Opinion in Shelby County?”

By a vote of 5-4, the Supreme 
Court struck down as unconsti-
tutional Section 4 of the law that 
requires certain jurisdictions with 
a proven history of racial discrimi-
nation to pre-clear any changes in 
their elections - such as redistrict-
ing, annexations and switching to 
at-large elections - with either the 
Justice Department or the federal 

District Court in Washington, 
D.C.

Despite renewals of the Voting 
Rights Act by Congress in 1970, 
1975, 1982 and a 25-year exten-
sion in 2006, Roberts contended 
that the preclearance provision 
was no longer needed.

Writing for the majority, Roberts 
said, “…. But history did not end in 
1965. By the time the Act was re-
authorized in 2006, there had been 
40 more years of it. In assessing the 
‘current need’ for a preclearance 
system that treats States differently 
from one another today, that history 
cannot be ignored. 

During that time, largely because 
of the Voting Rights Act, voting 
tests were abolished, disparities in 
voter registration and turnout due 
to race were erased, and African-
Americans attained political office 
in record numbers.

And yet the coverage formula 
that Congress reauthorized in 2006 
ignores these developments, keep-
ing the focus on decades-old data 
relevant to decades-old problems, 
rather than current data reflecting 
current needs.”

However, as Kenan points out 
in his research, “Neither the Chief 

Justice nor any scholars or civil 
rights proponents or opponents 
have systematically examined the 
evidence on the entire pattern of 
proven voting rights violations over 
time and space.”

Kenan examined the issue by 
compiling what he called the larg-
est such database in existence, in-
cluding numerous maps to make 
his point.

“Congress in 2006 was not pre-
sented with maps or other docu-
ments that laid out the pattern of 
proven voting rights infractions so 
starkly, but it received plentiful evi-
dence in the form of lists and dis-
cussions of cases that showed that 
the problems were still overwhelm-
ingly concentrated in the South and 
that discrimination continued to be 
widespread,” he wrote. 

“And the map would have 
shown that the number of voting 
rights infractions had increased, not 
decreased, compared to the earlier 
period.” 

Kenan explained, “An objective 
observer in 2006 comparing the 
number and location of all success-
ful voting rights events in the period 
since the last renewal in 1982 with 
the events of the years from 1957 to 
1981 would conclude that Section 5 
needed to be renewed, and that the 
coverage scheme still fit the prob-
lem remarkably well, hitting the 
target about 94 percent of the time. 

Even among Section 2 cases, 
which could be filed anywhere in 
the country, 83.2 percent of the suc-
cessful cases from 1982 through 
2005 originated in covered jurisdic-
tions.” 

Roberts was joined by the court’s 
conservative majority, including 
Clarence Thomas. As usual, Thom-
as asked no questions during the 
proceedings. 

In his concurring opinion, he 
stated, “I join the Court’s opinion in 
full but write separately to explain 
that I would find Section 5 of the 
Voting Rights Act unconstitutional 

as well.” 
That comes as no surprise. But 

what did come as a surprise, as 
I have written here, was that the 
National Black Chamber of Com-
merce (not to be confused with the 
U.S. Black Chambers, Inc.), estab-
lished by Harry C. Alford and his 
wife, Kay, filed a brief in support of 
Shelby County mirroring the objec-
tions raised by John Roberts. 

In its shameful friend-of-the 
court brief, it claimed, “Section 5 
is no longer necessary to combat 
widespread and persistent dis-
crimination in voting and now, per-
versely serves as an impediment to 
racial neutrality in voting and to the 
empowerment of state and local of-
ficials who represent minority con-
stituencies.” 

The research undercuts the 
premise advanced by John Roberts 
and Harry Alford’s group and notes 
the role courts play in undermining 
access to the ballot box.

 Professsor Kenan wrote, “…

by rendering decisions that make 
it easier or harder to bring and win 
voting rights cases or make objec-
tions, the Supreme Court can, in 
effect, manipulate the evidence 
of discrimination, which it can 
then use, in a second stage, to jus-
tify a decision to further weaken or 
strengthen the tools. 

“It can create the reality that 
it subsequently reacts to. The 
Rehnquist and Roberts Courts have 
done exactly that.”

George E. Curry, former editor-
in-chief of Emerge magazine, is ed-
itor-in-chief of the National News-
paper Publishers Association News 
Service (NNPA) and BlackPressU-
SA.com. He is a keynote speaker, 
moderator, and media coach. Cur-
ry can be reached through his Web 
site, www.georgecurry.com. You 
can also follow him at www.twitter.
com/currygeorge and George E. 
Curry Fan Page on Facebook. See 
previous columns at http://www.
georgecurry.com/columns.

?Ask Alma

My niece didn’t invite 
me to her wedding

Dear Alma,
I have never been this shocked 

and pissed all at the same time. 
My niece must be trippin. She has 
got to be crazy. I just received a 
group email of pictures of her 
wedding with a note that says 
here are the pictures from my 
wedding.

What wedding? I didn’t even 
know she was getting married. 
This was not a backyard just 
pulled together in a couple of 
days weddings either. This was in 
a beautiful location in one of the 
historic districts in our city. 

She had a large bridal party 
of 10. Everybody in our family 
was there, all of our family and 
friends. I have four sisters and all 
of them were there - except me. 
All of our cousins, aunts, and 
uncles.

The only two people who 
weren’t there were me and my 
mother. I talk to my sister on 
a regular basis and how in the 
world could she not mention her 
wedding? I can’t believe this! 

How could she pull off such an 
elaborate event without INVIT-
ING us?

                            Heartbroken

Dear Heartbroken,
Well, as kind and as gently as I 

can declare, TBT, she didn’t want 
you or your mother to attend. 
Which brings to mind this ques-
tion: What exactly did her auntie 
and grandma do or say that would 
exclude them from her wedding? 

Why did she obviously tell her 
mom/your sister/her grandma’s 
daughter and the rest of the wed-
ding party not to include you in 
the planning?

Ok see, you ain’t giving me all 
the ingredients to this cheesy beef 
casserole. Where’s the meat?

You and I both know that every 
bride that’s able, painstakingly 
takes the time to dream, plan and 
execute the best wedding she can 
possibly imagine.

She surrounds herself with 
the people she loves and all the 
friends and family members who 
are important to her and her im-
pending groom.

Again, I ask, what did you do? 
You had to say or participate in 
something so hurtful or trifling, 
that it made her not want to share 
this special day with you.

Think back. What was it? 
Clearly, whatever it is, it’s huge. 
The four of you, yes, I said four, 
the bride, her mother (your sister), 
you and your mom need a cool 
and calm, let me try to understand 
where you’re coming from. No 
weapons allowed.

Sit down around the kitchen 
table. She’s hurt, deeply. And you 
need to find out the root cause of 
the problem. I’m sure you, as her 
aunt, and your mom, her grand-
mother were heartbroken to find 
out about the wedding in a group 
email and on Facebook.

Carry that empathy to the table. 
Let her know you were surprised 
and shocked that you missed such 
a special occasion in her life and 
even more dumbfounded that 
you were not invited to be a part 
of it. Keep it plain and simple, all 
you need is one word: Why?

When she speaks, keep silent, 
and listen. Stop, rewind, press 
play - I said yawl (you and your 
mama); you just need to listen. 
She has something heavy on her 
heart that needs to be said. If you 
listen with your broken heart and 
overflow of unconditional love, 
you can mend this.

There will be many a sad oc-
casion for everybody to con-
gregate. You know kinfolks are 
never too busy to attend funerals. 
Life’s too short to miss out on 
joyful celebrations. Be the first 
to apologize and fix this family 
foolishness.

Stop wasting what should be 
treasurable times and magical 
memories.

                     Alma

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday 
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysas-
kalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask 
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

Normalizing 
relations 
with Castro

Proof that the 
Supreme Court got 
it wrong in Shelby 

Creating conscious 
black millionaires
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ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BUREAU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs AnD

REAl pROpERTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 05/21/2015 , for:

RE: GS# 109-217 ECM-Lighting Upgrades PH II (Re-Bid)
 University Medical Center
 Jackson, Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Watkins & O’Gwynn Consulting Electrical Engineers, P.A. 
Address:     Post Office Box 16074
  4523 Office Park Drive
  Jackson, Mississippi 39236-6074
Phone:  601-982-3313
Email:  contact@watkins-ogwynn.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director
  

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BUREAU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs AnD

REAl pROpERTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 05/21/2015 , for:

RE:  GS# 550-012 Maintenance Storage Bldg.
  Department of Marine Resources
  Lyman, Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Allred Architectural Group, PA 
Address:     628 Washington Avenue, Suite C
  Ocean Springs, Mississippi 39564
Phone:  228-762-1975
Email:                  hoppy@allredarchitecturalgroup.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director
  

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

ADVERTisEmEnT FOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT OF FinAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BUREAU OF BUilDinG, GROUnDs AnD

REAl pROpERTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 05/21/2015 , for:

RE:  GS# 322-033 Hail Damage Repairs (EMER) 
 (Package C - MECHANICAL)
  Central Mississippi Correctional Facility
  Pearl, Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

Professional: Dean and Dean/Associates Architects, P.A. 
Address:     Post Office Box 4685
  440 Old Canton Road, Suite 200 Highland Bluff
  Jackson, Mississippi 39296
Phone:  601-939-7717
Email:                  mhale@deandean.com

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director
  

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015
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nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, 
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must 
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 26, 2015, at which time said bids 
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street 
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

07045-052615  52,000 GVW Tandem Axle 5th Wheel Tractor
07078-052615  Three Axle Fifty (50) Ton Lowboy Trailer
07207-052615  60,000 GVW Truck-106” BBC Heavy Duty Conventional Two-
Axle 12/14 Yard Dump Truck
07208-052615  60,000 GVW Truck-106” BBC Heavy Duty Conventional Two-
Axle 12/14 Yard Dump Truck
76004-052615  Four Wheel Drive Backhoe Wheel Type Tractor w/Front End 
Loader/Extendable

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON WEBSITE, 
WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal 
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid 
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with 
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a 
pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a com-
pleted and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with 
each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority 
of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO 
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded 
an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please 
contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are 
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President 
Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves 
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.  Bid 
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price 
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest 
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part 
of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid 
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s 
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some 
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal 
form.  Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025
  

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015
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REQUEsT FOR pROpOsAls
by the 

JACksOn mUniCipAl AiRpORT AUTHORiTY
from

HUmAn REsOURCEs COnsUlTAnTs TO pROViDE EmplOYEE 
TRAininG

 
(JmAA pROJECT nO. 15-030)

 
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals 
(each response, a “Proposal”) from human resources consultants, with 
employee training experience, to provide onsite training at Jackson-Med-
gar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”).  The training requested shall 
be as to JMAA’s compliance with JMAA’s Drug and Alcohol use policy; 
the Omnibus Transportation Employee Testing Act of 1991; the Drug Free 
Workplace Act of 1988; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the Age 
Discrimination Employment Act of 1967; and the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act of 1990 and also general human resources training including: 
customer service, effective communications, team building, employee 
motivation, and stress management (“Services”).
 
JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of 
JMAA at Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208 
until 3:00 PM central time on May 15, 2015 (“Deadline”).  Proposals re-
ceived by JMAA after the Deadline will not be considered for any reason 
whatsoever.
 
Each Respondent must submit one (1) copy of its entire Proposal (in-
cluding all attachments and exhibits) in digital format. The digital copy 
of the Proposal shall be submitted on CD-ROM; DVD or USB flash drive 
in Adobe*.pdf (searchable) format. In addition, each Respondent must 
submit four (4) paper copies of its Proposal. All four (4) paper copies and 
the digital copy of the Proposal must be enclosed in a sealed envelope 
or package, the outside of which must be marked with the name of the 
Respondent and the following in letters at least one (1) inch in height:  
“Proposal for Employee Training Services.”
 
Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) 
is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Infor-
mation for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General Information 
for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and Criteria 
for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for 
Respondents from JMAA by contacting JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, 
Karen Hatten as follows:
 
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 
 
or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015
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REQUEsT FOR pROpOsAls
FOR 

pROFEssiOnAl sERViCEs
FOR

WAsTEWATER COnsEnT DECREE
pROGRAm mAnAGEmEnT sERViCEs

 
The City of Jackson (City), Mississippi is requesting proposals (RFP) from qualified 
firms for the purpose of selecting Consultant/Contractor(s) with which to negotiate a 
Professional Service Contract for Program Management to assist the City in manag-
ing the 2013 EPA/MDEQ Wastewater Consent Decree as described in the RFP. The 
proposals will be rated based on criteria including, but not limited to, the following:

A. Project approach and understanding
B. Related experience and capabilities of the Consultant/Contractor 
 for the project, including experience on similar projects
C. Key personnel qualifications and related experience; Organization 
 of proposed program team for this project (including location of personnel)
D. Continued availability of proposed resources for the project
E. Demonstrated ability to meet schedule and budget for similar projects
F. EBO Plan and MBE/FBE utilization.

Qualifications must be submitted to the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi  39201 by no later than 3:30 p.m. local time, on Tuesday, 
May 26, 2015.

Interested firms may obtain a copy of a detailed Request for Proposals and any ad-
denda at no charge from the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov and:

Terry Williamson, Consent Decree Manager
City of Jackson
Department of Public Works
Warren Hood Building
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS  39201
Phone:  601.960.1651

Proposal (one original plus five copies) and EBO Plan (one original plus two copies) 
shall be submitted, stapled individually, sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City 
Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated.

A MANDATORY Pre Proposal Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 
3:00 P.M., local time, in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room located on the first 
floor of the Warren A. Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi  
39201.  Attendance by Proposers intending to submit on the project is required. All 
potential Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend. Following 
the Pre-Proposal Meeting, a Networking Session will be held in the Andrew Jackson 
Conference Room, located on the first floor of the Warren A. Hood Building, 200 South 
President St., Jackson, MS, from 6:00-7:30 P.M. on May 12. All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend to network with potential Proposers.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public con-
tracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business oppor-
tunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each 
proposer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) 
Plan with the proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of 
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with 
the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a proposer from being awarded an eligible 
contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity 
Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856.
Copies of the City of Jackson’s Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of 
the program are available at the following location: 200 South President Street, Room 
223, Jackson, Mississippi; or can be accessed from City of Jackson’s Equal Business 
Opportunity webpage.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all proposers that in compliance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all proposers 
will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and 
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, 
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of 
life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. 
The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing busi-
ness within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the City 
of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City 
of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering City of Jackson residents for 
employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any 
informalities or irregularities therein.

Kishia L. Powell   Terry Williamson, Legal Counsel
Director of Public Works  Gus McCoy, Chief Administrative Officer

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

Drivers: Great Home Time Mid-West/
South- East  Lanes Great Miles, New 

Mack Equipment and Trailers
Earn Up To .44cpm.  53’ Dry Van. 

Great Benefit Package. 
Jay: 256-309-7520
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nOTiCE TO BiDDERs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the 
bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 19, 2015, at which 
time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South 
President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

19090-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Citric Acid (Liquid Form)
88536-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Polymer
88538-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Liquid Chlorine
88544-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Alum
88570-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Aluminum Chloral Hydrate (ACH)
88575-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Fluorosilicic Acid
88579-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Potassium Permanganate
88584-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Sodium Chlorite
88596-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Anhydrous Ammonia
88597-051915 Twelve-Month Supply of Hydrated Lime

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON WEBSITE, 
WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.
  
The above must comply with the City’s specifications.   Copies of pro-
posal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South 
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record 
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mis-
sissippi Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full 
and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the 
City.  As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall 
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan 
Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions 
set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.   Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bid-
der or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more informa-
tion on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic 
Development at (601)960-1638.   Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO 
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the 
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.   The City also 
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted.  Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting 
the lowest net price in accordance with specifications.  The award could 
be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for 
all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal.   In those cases where it is 
known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according 
to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, state-
ments to this affect will be included on the proposal form.  Absence of 
such statement means        the City will make that determination during 
the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 
(601) 960-1025

4/16/2015, 4/23/2015

ADvERTisEmEnT fOR BiD 

Advertisement for Bid 

Bid 3009 - Roof Replacement and Repair for forest Hill High school

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) 
May 14, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  
A pre-bid conference concerning the project will be held at Forest Hill High School, 
2607 Raymond Road, Jackson, MS 39212 on April 30, 2015 at 2:00 P.M.  Atten-
dance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informali-
ties, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar 
days from the date bids are opened.  A $50.00 non-refundable deposit shall be 
required on each set of plans and specifications on CD in (.pdf format) and must 
be purchased at Durrell Design Group, PLLC. No hard copies will be distributed 
to bidders.
 
Compact Disc (CD) may be obtained from Durrell Design Group, PLLC, 851 E. 
Northside Dr., Clinton, MS  39056, Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, 
Email:  contact@durrelldesigngroup.com 

Requester:  Please provide company name, contact person and telephone num-
ber, physical address, email address if applicable and Certificate of Responsibility 
(COR) Number.  

4/16/2015, 4/23/2015
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Advertisement for Bids

Bid 3011 - Roof Replacement and Repair for Watkins Elementary school

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time) May 14, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud.  A pre-bid conference concerning the project will be held at Watkins 
Elementary School, 3915 Watkins Drive, Jackson, MS 39206, on May 6, 2015 
at 1:00 p.m.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly 
suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to 
waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-
five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  A $50 non-refundable deposit 
shall be required on each set of plans and specifications on CD in (.pdf format) and 
must be purchased online at www.jbhmplans.com.
 
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from JBHM Architects, 
PA., 308 E. Pearl Street, Suite 300, Jackson, MS 39201, Phone:  601-352-2699, 
Fax: 601-352-2693.

Requester:  Register and order bid documents at www.jbhmplans.com. For ques-
tions regarding website registration and online orders, please contact JBHM’s web 
support line at (662) 407-0193.  All plan holders are required to have a valid email 
address for registration.  Partial sets will not be issued.  

4/16/2015, 4/23/2015
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Advertisement for Bids 

Bid 3010 – Roof Replacement for Chastain middle school

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing 
Time) May 15, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read 
aloud.  A pre-bid conference concerning the project will be held at Chastain Middle 
School, 4650 Manhattan Road, Jackson, MS 39206 on April 30, 2015 at 10:00 
A.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly sug-
gested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive 
informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five 
calendar days from the date bids are opened.  A set of plans and specifications on 
CD or hard copies can be obtained; the cost of either is non-refundable.  Contact 
wrwarch@aol.com for exact cost. 

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Micro Printing 
and Blueprint, 225 E. Pearl Street, Jackson, MS  39201, Phone:  601-355-9543.  
For inquiries contact Brumfield Ward & Associates, Architects, PA, 1030 Northpark 
Dr., Ridgeland, MS, 39157, Phone:  601.982.0341, Fax: 601.899.4799, E-mail: 
wrwarch@aol.com

Requester:  Please email company name, contact person, telephone number, 
physical address, email address and Certificate of Responsibility (COR) Number. 

4/16/2015, 4/23/2015
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nOTiCE Of pUBliC HEARinG Of THE
JACksOn HisTORiC pREsERvATiOn COmmissiOn

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVA-
TION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW 
JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILD-
ING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. OLD BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-01, REQUEST BY: ALVIN & A.E. FAGAON TO DEMOLISH A 
LOCALLY DESIGNATED HISTORIC STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 846 N. PRESI-
DENT ST. 

B. NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-08, REQUEST BY: VERNON WHITFIELD (APPLICANT: DUN-
LAP CONSTRUCTION) TO REMOVE VINYL SIDING AND RESTORE ORIGINAL 
WOOD SIDING OR REPLACE WITH HARDIE PLANK FOR PROPERTY LOCAT-
ED AT 1037 BELHAVEN ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2015-09, REQUEST BY: CHARLES HARVEY TO ADD A NEW 
HALL AND OTHER EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
927 POPLAR BLVD. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

II. OTHER ITEMS

III. ADJOURN

4/16/2015, 4/23/2015
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DEpARTmEnT Of finAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BUREAU Of BUilDinG, GROUnDs AnD

REAl pROpERTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADvERTisEmEnT fOR BiDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, 
until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 05/21/2015 , for:

RE: GS# 507-044 North Mississippi Veterans Memorial Cemetery 
 Mississippi State Veterans Affairs Board

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

Professional: Howorth Architects, P.A. d/b/a Howorth & Associates Architects 
Address:     Post Office Box 1569
  Oxford, Mississippi 38655
Phone:  662-234-7444
Email:                   tom@howortharch.com

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instruc-
tions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and 
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject 
any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use 
at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
4/16/2015, 4/23/2015

ADvERTisEmEnT fOR BiDs

DEpARTmEnT Of finAnCE AnD ADminisTRATiOn
BUREAU Of BUilDinG, GROUnDs AnD

REAl pROpERTY mAnAGEmEnT
JACksOn, mississippi

ADvERTisEmEnT fOR BiDs

Sealed bids by prequalified General Contractors will be received at the Bureau of Build-
ing, Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p .m. on, Thursday, May 14,2015 for:

RE:           GS# 108-279 Lucas Admin. Envelope Repairs
 The University of Southern Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

Professional:     Albert & Associates Architects, PA.
Address:        514 Main Street, Hattiesburg, MS 39401
Phone:          (601)544-1970
Email:         sarah@albertassociates.com

A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instruc-
tions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and 
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject 
any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use 
at the bid site.

General Contractors and subcontractors for specified preservation trades were 
prequalified to bid on this project under a previously advertised Request for Quali-
fications for Contractor in accordance with the Prequalification Policy in the Bureau 
of Building’s Engineering and Construction Procedure Manual, Section 400.12.

Director
4/16/2015, 4/23/2015
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Job Description

Two Program Managers position/ college graduate; develop health programs, 
school gardens. Send resume to: Beneta Burt, MS Roadmap; 2548 Livingston 
Road, Box 1, Jackson, MS 39213. Call 601-987-6783 for job description. 

4/23/2015

HOUSE FOR RENT
$350.00 PER MONTH – Jackson

Living Room, Two (2) bed rooms, one with his & her closets, Kitchen with plenty of cabinets, gas 
stove,  (no fridge) walk-in bath with cabinets top & bottom,  extra room for another bed room, stor-

age area, 110 & 220 outlets. Call 601-668-2776.



AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.  Call Aviation
Institute  of Maintenance 866-367-
2510.

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! Receive Hands-On
Training and National Certifications
Operating Bulldozers, Backhoes &
Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement.
Veteran Benefits Eligible! 1-866-
926-3998.
COOKS NEEDED! If you can cook or
have worked in a kitchen and want an
exciting career in the Oil and Gas indus-
try, sign up for training today. Cooks start
at $950-$1,150 per week. Call 850-
424-2600.

DRIVER - CDL/A
NEW PAY INCREASE
STARTING SOON!

CLASSES STARTING
EVERY MONDAY!

• No out of pocket tuition cost!
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days

and start driving with KLLM!
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!

• Refresher Course Available.
Must Be 21 Years of Age

855-378-9335  EOE
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com 

DRIVERS OWN YOUR OWN TRUCK!
Best Lease Purchase Deal in the Country!
• You can earn over $150,000 per year

• No Credit Check
• Late-model Freightliner Columbia

• Low Truck Payment.
Call (866) 898-6777 to talk to a

recruiter. Apply now online
@ www.joincrst.com

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1-800-319-2526.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-522-
9068.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.
SWITCH & SAVE EVENT FROM
DIRECTV! Packages starting at
$19.99/mo. Free 3-Months of HBO,
starz, SHOWTIME & CINEMAX, FREE
GENIE HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL
Sunday Ticket Included with Select
Packages. New Customers Only. IV
Support Holdings LLC- An authorized
DirecTV Dealer Some exclusions apply -
Call for details:1-800-215-6713. 

SERIOUSLY INJURED?  Auto Accidents,
Medical Malpractice, Slip and Falls,
Dangerous Products, Wrongful Death.
Speak to a Highly Skilled Personal Injury
Attorney Now.  Millions Recovered for
Clients.  Call 24/7 800-287-8053.  

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of April 19, 2015

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

LOW-COST
BURIAL INSURANCE

•Rates Start At Just $20 Mo.
•No Medical Exam Required
•Premiums May Never Go Up
•Most All Health Excepted
•We Shop (A) Rated Carriers
•Up to $25,000 in Coverage
Call Today to Receive Your FREE Quote!

888-352-1685

NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS
WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call � One Order

One Check
Call  MS Press Services 

at 601-981-3060
For More Information!

Apr19_MCAN

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
The Mississippi Link

For more information please call: 601-896-0084 

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 15ApRil 23 - 29, 2015
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Health Insurance
  Problems?

www.healthhelpms.org
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Health Help Mississippi 
is a local non-profit 

that can help.

Call to get 
FREE assistance 
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB12015

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Save 50%

Make the Switch to DISH 
Today and Save 50%

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

FREE

FREE

Offer subject to change based on premium 
channel availability.

For 3 months.
PREMIUM CHANNELS

Promotional 
Prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper.

With qualifying 
packages and offers.

With qualifying packages and offers.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. 
All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice.  PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top 
250; $30 per month with America’s Top 200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5 
per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR 
LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are 
America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services 
during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will 
apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days 
of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a 
monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, $12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 
Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a 
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features must be enabled by customer and are 
subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX 
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, 
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be 
transferred. ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS:  Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified 
former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. 
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish 
antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after 
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the 
terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective 
owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only 
accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related 
marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at 
a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, nonproratable and nontransferable once the 
season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. All Rights Reserved. 
NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS. 
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months. 
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apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days 
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monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, $12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199 
Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a 
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features must be enabled by customer and are 
subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX 
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, 
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be 
transferred. ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS:  Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified 
former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation. 
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish 
antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after 
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the 
terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective 
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The Law Offices of Bobby Moak, P.C.
1-800-595-6244

The Mississippi Supreme Court advises that a decision on legal services is important and should not be based solely
on advertisements. Free background information available upon request. Listing of these previously mentioned
areas of practice does not indicate any certification of expertise therein. For information on this office you may con-
tact the Mississippi Bar at 601-948-4471.

bobbymoak402@att.net

We are investigating claims on behalf of any mother 
who was prescribed the anti-nausea medication

ZOFRAN
(Ondansetron) during her pregnancy and delivered a child with
birth defects. If your child experienced any issues, call us for a 

confidential and free consultation.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall
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Head coach Wayne Brent and the Jackson State Univer-
sity men’s basketball program have signed junior college 
standout Deshawn Munson and JPS product Jesse Love 
as part of its 2015 recruiting class. Munson, who played 
guard for Iowa Western, led the Reivers in scoring (17.5 
ppg) and was the second leading rebounder on the team 
(6.1 rpg) last season. He was selected as an All Region XI 
first team member during the 2014-15 season.

The East St. Louis, Illinois native was a three-star pros-
pect on Rivals.com coming out of high school.

“Munson is a 6-4 guard who can play a couple positions 
for us,” said Brent. “He is an exceptionally talented kid, 
who is a walking triple-double.”

The Tigers also landed Love, a Jackson Public Schools 
product and brother of current Tiger Marcus Love. The 
Murrah High School standout will be on academic schol-
arship  at JSU.

“Jesse can  s hoot the basketball and plays very tough. 
He’s one of those glue guys that we have been trying to put 
into our program. He’s just a good kid; he has a 26 or 27 on 
the ACT and a 3.5 or 3.6 grade point average. Not only are 
you getting a good basketball player, but you are getting a 
good student-athlete.”

Coach Brent will look to sign a few more players next 
week who will fill specific needs. 

The Missis-
sippi Valley 
State Univer-
sity Devilettes 
Softball team 
played in front 
of their home 
crowd as they 
hosted the 
Lady Hornets 
of Alabama 
State Univer-
sity.

In the 
first contest, 
MVSU edged 
past ASU in 
extra innings, 
3-2.

O m e s h i a 
Moffett and Natalie Covaru-
bias each scored in the first 
inning to put the Devilettes 
up 2-0. Alabama State scored 
their only runs in the third and 
the seventh.

At the end of regulation, the 
score was locked at two. It took 
two extra innings to bring the 
game to a close. A single from 
Moffett scored Yasmin Battle.

In Game one on Saturday, 
ASU struck back to take a 9-7 

victory.
The Devilettes took an early 

3-0 in the first, gave up six in 
the second, before scoring one 
run in the bottom of the second 
and third innings. 

ASU built on their lead, 
scoring one in the fourth be-
fore they wrapped their scor-
ing in the sixth.

Mississippi Valley rallied 
back with two runs in the bot-
tom of the sixth but was unable 
to regain the lead.

The rubber match served as 
the series decision; the Dev-
ilettes took the game and the 
series, winning 7-5.

The first three innings were 
scoreless, however ASU ex-
ploded with four runs in the 
fourth.

MVSU scored one in the 
fourth, four in the fifth and 
wrapped scoring in the sixth 
with two runs.

The Lady Hornets scored 
two in the top of the sixth.

Jackson State men’s basketball 
signs JPS and JUCO standouts

Devilettes defeat 
Lady Hornets in Home 
Conference Series

WRtm-Fm smOOth 100.5 Fm, is JACksOn’s URBAn RhYthm AnD BlUes 
stAtiOn plAYinG FAmiliAR FAVORites FROm the 70’s, 80’s AnD 90’s. tUne 
in tO heAR JUst the RiGht miX OF BlUes AnD tODAY’s BiGGest hits. 

The Mississippi 
Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Munson
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First Earth Day gift 
for my grandson 
Charleston

“Earth Day on the 
Green” at Poindexter 
Elementary School

Your great 
grandfather, my 
father - who like 
your father died be-
fore you were born 
- was a chemistry 
professor who was 

schooled in all of the sciences.
For nearly 50 years, he taught 

chemistry, physics and general sci-
ence at Jackson State University, an 
HBCU. For many of those years, 
he taught largely African American 
students who came from segregated 
and disinvested communities across 
the state of Mississippi. And he pre-
pared them for a world which was, at 
best, ambivalent about having them 
participate as co-equal partners.

At worst, the world was (often 
brutally) hostile about including/
accepting them. Yet he taught them 
that while politics and social sci-
ences were deniable, the physical 
sciences were not.

Through the empirical process, 
science could be proven with no 
regard to class or race. He saw sci-
ence as the great equalizer. So as you 
might imagine, I learned a lot about 
science growing up in the Brown 
household.

Among the things that stand out 
is that your great granddad taught 
me that for every action, there is an 
equal and opposite reaction; all of 
our actions have consequences.

With science, we try to calculate, 
to predict and shape 
consequences, usually 
in the controlled envi-
ronment of a laboratory. Yet there 
are often unintended consequences, 
for which science has not yet devel-
oped the capacity to predict. 

Ultimately, however, even those 
one time unpredictable consequenc-
es become predictable via the scien-
tific process.

From your great grandfather, I 
learned that the earth is over 4.5 bil-
lion years old and that it took hun-
dreds of millions of years to shape 
the natural environment that we now 
see is rapidly disappearing.

What I always found amazing 
was that humans had only been on 
the earth for 100,000 years.

Even more puzzling, your great-
grandfather was a Sunday school 
teacher who taught that humans 
were created by God and given do-
minion, stewardship responsibility 
for managing something that it had 
taken God 4.5 billion years to make. 

When I asked your great grand-
dad why God would do something  
that stupid, he told me because God 
had given us “free will,” the abil-
ity to think, and to make informed 
choices. And He trusted us to do His 
Will.

Armed with these lessons from 
your great grandfather, I went off to 
college during the fall of 1969 and 
on the very first Earth Day, in April 
of 1970, I was given a copy of Ra-
chael Carson’s Silent Spring.

Published in 1962, the book 
chronicled the use of pesticides and 
the damage pesticides and other 
chemicals were doing to the envi-
ronment. Silent Spring jump-started 
the environmental movement by 
pointing out the unintended conse-
quences of science and progress.

As an adult, I recalled that in the 
early 1960s when Jackson Public 
Works came through our neighbor-
hood spraying the cloud of “mosqui-
to spray,” your great granddad made 
us come inside and close the doors 
and windows, while the other neigh-
borhood kids ran behind the truck.

I don’t know if he had read Silent 
Spring, or just understood chemistry 
and its unintended consequences. 
Though the mosquito spray (a 
chemical called DDT) was effective 
at killing insects, it was also caus-
ing genetic damage to birds like the 
bald eagle, the golden eagle, and the 
whooping cranes, driving all of them 
and others to the edge of extinction. 

It was in the food chain, and no 

one was quite aware of what the 
unintended consequences were or 
would be for the current or future 
generations - meaning you, Charles-
ton.

Though colon cancer is an old 
man’s disease, your father - my son 
- a young man, was diagnosed with 
stage 4 colon cancer at the age of 31.   
Your father, who, like your great 
grandfather, was schooled in sci-
ence, wondered and was perplexed 
about what caused his cancer.

Before you were conceived, he, 
your mother, your grandmother and 
I went through genetic testing to see 
if there was a genetic or inherited 
trait, which may have created a pre-
disposition for his cancer at such a 
young age.

The good news for him and for 
you was that there was no genetic 
predisposition. The bad news is that 
your father died at 33. Charleston, 
on this, your first Earth Day, I offer 
you more bad news, but in the end, a 
great opportunity.

First, when it comes to disease, 
most scientists believe there are sim-
ply two general options for cause: 
either genetics or environment. In 
your father’s case, having eliminat-
ed genetics, we are left with nothing 
but the environment. Your father 
died from undefined environmental 
factors, which science is not yet able 
to isolate and precisely define.

Though undefined, it is fair to as-
sume that he died from unintended 
consequences of human activity 

intended to do some-
thing “good.” And on 
this your first Earth 

Day, I can tell you with authority, the 
chemical pollution of the earth for 
which we are stewards is not good.

I am leaving you an environment 
with not only polluted air and water, 
but drought; advancing desertifica-
tion; melting polar ice caps; melting 
glaciers; record high temperatures; 
sea level rise; record elevated car-
bon in the atmosphere; more severe 
storms than ever before recorded; 
and loss of 200 to 400 species of 
plants, insects and animals daily.

I leave you an environment that 
is causing cancer, asthma and other 
environmental-born diseases that 
are devastating the human family, 
your family.

Where my generation, in a mere 
60 to 75 years, failed in our obli-
gation to God to be good stewards 
of the earth it took God 4.5 billion 
years to make, your generation has 
a chance to fix what we broke and 
to pass on a healthy earth to future 
generations.

Charleston, you have an oppor-
tunity to fix what we broke so that 
grandfathers are not required to 
share truths that fathers should be 
alive to share. All it takes is an ex-
ercise of human free will, a willing-
ness to acknowledge that God and 
science meet around our steward-
ship for the environment.

I offer you an opportunity to do 
things differently from the way my 
generation did things. Stop doing 
the things that are ruining our cli-
mate, ruining our environment and 
depleting species in exchange for 
short-term profits.

I offer you the opportunity to use 
science and intellect in the service 
of the earth and humanity, to think 
long term. I offer you an opportu-
nity to do what we did not do: think 
first of the earth as a trust for future 
generations not from us but from 
God.

Charleston, on this, your first 
Earth Day, I want you to remember 
that though the Earth is no doubt 
damaged by our actions, it is not 
endangered. It has a long memory 
and will be healed over the next 4.5 
billion years with or without us. On 
the contrary, it is the human species 
that is now endangered by our own 
actions.

On this, your first Earth Day, my 
gift to you is the opportunity and re-
sponsibility to change.

With Love, Granddad!

The sun shone brightly on Poin-
dexter Elementary school children 
on Earth Day, April 22. The ex-
cited students grew in knowledge 
and appreciation of the earth.

On their campus, the adept 
learners were greeted by partners 
in instruction, sustainability, and 
waste management. Experimen-
tation with Earth Day activities 
produced notable results of people 
friendliness and earth friendliness.

Jenelia Branson, counselor and 
project organizer, acknowledged 
that at Poindexter the students are 
allowed hands on experience in 
being part of Earth Day: “Planting 
trees, for instance, gives owner-
ship to students as playing a part 
in giving back to earth.”

Branson added that the project 
is a road map to a career pathway 
which affords the children oppor-
tunity to meet various profession-
als and to see what they do [as the 
professionals].

Younger children, specifically, 
did litter activities and learned the 
meaning of recycling as a means 
of demonstrating their knowledge 
to their parents and engaging the 
community. 

Third grade educator Jasmine 
Gholston gave her perspective of 
the collaborative Earth Day stance 
with Jackson. Accordingly, it 
brought “awareness to the impor-
tance of keeping Jackson clean, 
tree planting, recycling, waste 
management, and rose garden-
ing.”

Gholston shared her expecta-
tions when she said, “I expect the 

children to have a deeper appreci-
ation of nature and to understand 
the importance of planting and 
replanting, and recycling to better 
serve the earth.”

Waste Management district 
manager Tige Harrington and 
subcontractor Jamie Travis were 
on hand with an “On Thinking 
Green” truck and granted students 
permission to sit with a driver and 
honk the horn as they were in-
formed about waste management 
for the city and residential pickup. 

Noted Harrington, “We like to 
create relationships in the com-
munity by educating them about 
recycling, natural gas, and normal 
collection.

Gabriel Porter of Sustainability 
commented that trees are part of 
a campaign We, Us, Ours - Free 
Fruit Mission. He turned to unfa-
vorable conditions such as high 
blood pressure and diabetes that 
are adversaries of healthy food 
choices and healthy lifestyles.

Referring to these conditions 
he said, “We are losing our heri-
tage in Mississippi. Our grand-
parents grew trees for years. They 
all worked together to help each 
other out.” He maintained as well 
that the grandparents “welcomed 
anybody, irrespective of status.

Some third grade children 
planters were asked what they 
learned while on the Poindexter 
green for the special Earth Day 
event. William Frazier siad, “I 
learned to take the plant out of 
the pot and put it inside the hole. 
It’s then nourished with water and 
sun.”

Nakayla Scott remarked, 

“Cleaning up the 
earth can help the 
earth a lot. Trash 
can cause animals 
in the ocean to get 
sick.

“Plants need 
sunlight, water, and 
soil. It’s important 
to take care of them 
so we can help the 
earth grow,” said 
Shannon Hender-
son.

Jamal Hender-
son said, “When 
it rains, the water 
goes in the ground 
and makes the earth moist.” He 
added, “If you dig deep enough, 
you can find water.

One of 38 elementary schools 
in the Jackson Public School Dis-
trict, Poindexter serves students 
in grades pre-K - 5. The school’s 
mission is “to create and maintain 
a nurturing environment that en-
sures academic success for all stu-
dents as determined by the district 
and state standards. We are com-
mitted to ensuring this outcome 
through holistic data, analyzed 
tiered instructional delivery, and 
quality experiences filled with 
creativity.”

Dr. Antrice Smith (school prin-

cipal) could not be reached for 
comment due to an urgent down-
town meeting. Hanging on the 
wall, however, is a plaque entitle 
Teamwork which reads, “Coming 
together is a beginning…. Keep-
ing together is progress…. Work-
ing together is a success.”

Marks of success were dis-
played with a healthy educational 
experience among students at 
Poindexter Elementary School 
and their nurturers (Partners in 
Instruction, Sustainability, and 
Waste Management.)

For further information, con-
tact Poindexter Elementary 
School at 1017 Robinson Street or 
601-960-5304. 

By Carlton Brown
Special to The Mississippi Link

(L-R kneeling) Samantha Bay, DeJua Sweezer, Kiara Williams, 
Sha’Merial Lacey, LuKeeya Rawls, Akili Keyes, (back row) Imreail 
Henderson, Dyamond Gibbs, Deosha Trofter, Gabriel Porter, Khandi 
Fitzgerald, Amya Garner, Janeecia Townsend, and Jenelia Branson

Jasmine Gholston supervises 3rd graders at 
Poindexter in planting a fruit tree.

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent, Ph.D.
Contributing Writer

COMMENTARY
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Young black males are fre-
quently perceived as at-risk, 
unproductive, and misdi-
rected. Thus began the ef-
fort to combat such percep-
tion by the Ambassadors 
of The Evers Academy for 
African-American Males (A-
TEAAM).

A-TEAAM, a national 
mentoring program that seeks 
to improve the quality of life 
for these young men, has 
identified 50 ambassadors 
to honor. All are 6th grade 
males at Blackburn Labora-
tory Middle School, Hardy 
Middle School and Powell 
Middle School in Jackson 
and Nichols Middle School 
and Porter Middle School in 
Canton.

A-TEAAM programs al-
low young males of color to 
interact one-on-one with car-
ing mentors. And such “out-
standing mentors and volun-
teers of the year” also will 
be honored, representing 22 
partnering organizations in 
the Community Engagement 
and Empowerment Network 
(CEEN).

The Awards and Recognition 
Ceremony will take place Sun-
day, April 26, 4 p.m., in Jack-
son State University’s Student 
Center Ballroom. Honored 
guest will be Dr. Yvonne T. 
Maddox, acting director of the 
National Institute on Minority 
Health and Health Disparities.

The Eliza Pillars Registered 
Nurses of Mississippi will be 

honored for their outstanding 
service.

The A-TEAAM honorary 
chairmen are Mayor Tony T. 
Yarber of Jackson and Mayor 
Arnel Bolden of canton. Mas-
ter and Mistress of Ceremo-
nies will be Jackson’s First 
Lady Rosalind Yarber, Othor 
Cain and Erin Pickens.

Invited special guest pre-
senters are members of the 

Medgar Evers family, JPS Su-
perintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray, 
and Dr. Ike Haynes. The Sun-
day event is free and open to 
the public.

Supporting partners are JSU 
College of Public Service, 
Medgar & Myrlie Evers Insti-
tute, Regions Bank. W.K. Kel-
logg Foundation, Foundation 
for the Mid South and JSD 
Foundation.

A-TEAAM/CEEN awards and recognition ceremony 
honoring student ambassadors mentors and volunteers
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Maddox
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Yolanda Adams, Big Sean, K. Michelle 
on UNCF’s ‘An Evening of Stars’

Spike Lee film title (‘Chiraq’) rubs 
Chicago Mayor the wrong way

Yolanda Adams, Big Sean 
and K. Michelle were among 
the performers lined up for this 
year’s United Negro College 
Fund “UNCF An Evening of 
Stars.”

The recently taped 36th an-
nual event was held at the At-
lanta Civic Center April 12. 
“The purpose of “An Evening 
of Stars” is to raise money for 
students attending historically 
black colleges and universities 
(HBCUs) via performances and 
scholarship presentations. At-
lanta Mayor Kasim Reed was 
on hand for the “Evening of 
Stars” as a presenter.

According to a press release, 
Anthony Anderson hosted this 
year’s show as it “highlights 
19 students and presents more 
than one-half million dollars to 
students.” Other performers in-
cluded Toni Braxton, Kenneth 
“Babyface” Edmonds, Estelle 
featuring Jussie Smollett, Kem 
and Morris Day & The Time.

During the show, Anderson 
presented scholarships to four 
students attending HBCUs. The 
“Black-ish” star also partnered 
with New Edition member Ron-
nie DeVoe to pay off an HBCU 
graduate’s student loan debt.

Big Sean and country singer 
Mickey Guyton were on hand 
to make special scholarship 
presentations. Kevin Hart, 
Chris Paul, Usher Raymond 
and Pharrell Williams appeared 
in special pre-recorded vid-
eos to surprise exemplary stu-
dents with notable scholarship 
awards to help fund their educa-
tion. The scholarship donations 
were made in partnership with 
the UNCF.

“UNCF and its celebrity 
partners and sponsors, under-
stand now is a crucial moment 
in which we all must recognize 
and demonstrate by our actions 
and deeds, that ‘Black Lives 
Matter.’ Perhaps more than 
ever, we must continue to fill 
the need UNCF has been bring-
ing to light since its inception,” 
UNCF president and CEO Dr. 
Michael L. Lomax said in the 
release “I am immeasurably 
grateful to these young artists 
and philanthropists who are 
stepping up and answering our 
call.”

Since its creation, UNCF An 
Evening of Stars® has been 
“the hallmark of African Amer-
ican superstars supporting edu-
cation,” the release noted. “In 
continuation of its tradition of 
star power giving, UNCF has 
partnered with leading artists, 
and their personal foundations, 
to deliver on UNCF’s motto: ‘A 
mind is a terrible thing to waste, 
but a wonderful thing to invest 
in®.’”

Celebrities participating in 
the event include “Empire” 
stars Trai Byers and Grace 
Gealey, Jermaine Dupri, Tamia 
and Grant Hill, Thomas Q. 
Jones, Claudia Jordan (“Real 
Housewives of Atlanta”), Kei-
sha Knight Pulliam (“Tyler Per-
ry’s House of Payne”), Ludac-
ris, Ne-Yo and Dania Ramirez 
(“Devious Maids”) as well as 
Williams’ mother Dr. Carolyn 
Williams.

“UNCF An Evening of 
Stars®” will air nationally on 
BET at 10p/9c Sunday (April 
26) and in syndication on Satur-
day (April 25) and Sunday.

Spike Lee’s upcoming film 
titled “Chiraq” is putting a 
spotlight on Chicago, but the 
project’s title is something 
the city’s mayor has a prob-
lem with.

In an interview with the 
Chicago Tribune, Rahm 
Emanuel voiced his disap-
proval of the title as he re-
vealed how he brought his 
grievance to Lee. Taking its 
name from a mash-up of Chi-
cago and Iraq, “Chiraq” cen-
ters on Chicago’s struggle on 
violent crime with a focus on 
Englewood, one of the city’s 
most dangerous areas. The 
name is said to have been 
created by young Chicago 
residents and popularized by 
rappers like Chief Keef as 
a description of the violent 
state of their hometown com-
pared to war zone in Iraq.

“We had an honest, frank 
conversation. He said that 
while the movie is about 
the neighborhood of Engle-
wood, I was clear that I was 
not happy about the title,” 
Emanuel told the Tribune 
on Wednesday (April 15). “I 
told him also that there are 
very good people that live 
in Englewood who are rais-
ing their family, and there’s 
a lot of positive things that 
are happening in Englewood 
mainly driven by the people 
that make up Englewood.”

As their conversation con-
tinued, Lee admitted to vio-
lence and similar high crime 
rates being an issue in cit-
ies beyond Chicago, such as 
Baltimore, Philadelphia and 

New York.
“Given you’re 

a great artist, 
while I don’t 
support the title 
and I don’t like 
the working ti-
tle, the topic is 
a conversation 
that has been 
ignored for too 
long and needs 
to be discussed,” 
Emanuel said he 
told Lee.

Ironically, Emanuel’s reac-
tion to the film’s title comes 
as Lee works to get a $3 
million tax break from the 
state of Illinois. According 
to DNAinfo.com, represen-
tatives for the filmmaker at-
tended a meeting with the 
Illinois Film Office and city 
department of special events 
on Wednesday to discuss 
how much of a tax break 
“Chiraq” hopes to get.

“They said $3 million,” 
Chicago Alderman Will 
Burns shared with the news 
outlet. “I said, ‘You recog-
nize that by seeking public 
support that gives us a seat 
at the table.’ They had no re-
sponse to that.”

With the tax break, pro-
ducers receive a credit of 30 
percent of expenditures in an 
attempt to create growth and 
job opportunities as well as 
stimulate diversity in hiring.

“The tax credit is about 
jobs and bringing produc-
tions to the city, but look, if 
we give incentives to a cor-
poration … we frequently 
have requirements,” Burns 

said. “Under the law there’s 
a diversity component, and 
they have to report on how 
many jobs they create. If 
they get this credit they need 
to be mindful of the public.”

Like Emanuel, Burns sees 
a problem with the name of 
Lee’s film and feels the name 
is “a slap in the face” to those 
who aren’t involved in Chi-
cago’s violent crime scene.

“With the title, ‘Chiraq’ 
that’s branding whole parts 
of the city. For people who 
live on the South and West 
Sides who pay their taxes, 
are active in block clubs and 
work to make their neighbor-
hoods better, it’s a slap in the 
face,” he said while wonder-
ing how Lee, a New York 
resident, could helm a film 
about his city.

“South Siders and West 
Siders already walk around 
with a massive chip on their 
shoulders. There’s a sense 
the media only comes to cov-
er dead bodies and not the 
positive things that happen 
every day. And why is this 
guy from New York coming 
to do a movie about Chica-
go?”

Adams

Michelle

Big Sean

Lee                Emanuel

eurweb.com
eurweb.com
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SHOULDER  ROAST

PER  LB.

$399

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$219

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

TURKEY  NECKS
OR  WINGS

PER  LB.

$100
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

NEW  YORK
STRIP  STEAK

PER  LB.

$899

SOLD  IN  2  PACK

SMALL  PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH  SMALL

FRYER    
BREAST

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$299

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS  BEEF

SHOULDER  
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$459

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST  
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$249

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

PURE  CANE
SUGAR

4  LB.  BAG

$199

SAVE  ON

PEPSI  PRODUCTS
6  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTL.

4/$10
ANGEL  SOFT

BATH  TISSUE
&  SPARKLE  TOWELS

EACH

$499

BLUE  BONNET  SPREAD  QUARTERS

MARGARINE
1  LB. ...................................... 99¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

3/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SOUR

CREAM
16  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

ORANGE 
JUICE
64  OZ.  ..................................... 

$219

GREEN  GIANT

CORN  ON  
THE  COB
FAMILY  SIZE,  12  CT. ...................... 

$349

SELECT  ASSORTED

FRESH  FROZEN
VEGETABLES
10 - 16  OZ. ................................. 

5/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

FROZEN
POTATOES
2  LB.  BAG ..................................

2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

FISH  STICKS
OR  PORTIONS
18.2 - 24  OZ. .............................. 

2/$7
ASSORTED

PIGGLY  WIGGLY 
PIZZAS
5.2  OZ. ..................................... 

4/$3

piggly wiggly

SWEET  MICHIGAN 
RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
3  LB.  BAG

$249

CALIFORNIA  VALENCIA

ORANGES
4  LB.  BAG

$299
RED  OR  YELLOW  BELL

PEPPERS
EACH

$119

FRESH  EXPRESS  
GREEN  &  CRISP  SALAD  OR  

PREMIUM  ROMAINE
9 - 11  OZ.

$129

FRESH  SWEET  WHITE,
YELLOW  OR  BI-COLOR

CORN
EACH

39¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


