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Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr. 
has announced that the Jack-
son Police Department (JPD) 
family is having a candlelight 
vigil on the steps of Jackson 
Police Department Headquar-
ters, Thursday evening, April 
11, at 6 p.m. for fallen officer 
Detective Eric T. Smith.

The vigil will celebrate 
the life of Smith, age 40, and 
his 18 years of service to the 
Jackson Police Department 
and the citizens of Jackson. 
Smith had been employed 
with the Jackson Police De-
partment since June 12, 1995, 
and was assigned to the Rob-
bery Homicide Division.

“We ask you to continue 
to keep the Smith family, 
his friends and the Jackson 
Police Department lifted in 
prayer,” said Police Chief Re-

becca Coleman.
The Smith family asks that 

Jimmie Lewis succumbed on April 
10, 2013 at 2 a.m. at St. Dominic 
Hospital in Jackson after a lengthy 
illness. Lewis sang with Westhaven 
Funeral Home choir and the 
Mississippi Mass choir. He was a 
former Hinds County EOC director.  
Homegoing services will be held 
Sunday, April 14 at 3 p.m. at Black’s 
Chapel M. B. Church in Jackson.

“Looking unto Jesus, the Au-
thor and Finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame and is set 
down at the right hand of the 
throne of God….” (Hebrews 
12:2) This is a portion of the text 
that the members of the College 
Hill Missionary Baptist Church 
chose as their theme for their 
106th church anniversary.  

The College Hill congregants 
began their celebration of 106 
years as a church family by rec-
ognizing God as the Alpha and 
Omega of all things and then 
thanking Him for the continuity 
of service that the church (which 
began under an oak tree just 100 
yards from its present site, 1600 
Florence Ave. in Jackson)  has 
provided to its members, com-
munity, and beyond.

The celebration began Satur-
day, April 6, with a church pic-
nic at Mayes Lake in Jackson.  
Sunday, April 7, activities be-
gan with Sunday School at 8:30 
a.m., followed by the 10 a.m. 
worship service and a fellow-
ship immediately afterwards.

The message during the 10 
a.m. service was delivered by 
Rev. C. Edward Rhodes II, pas-
tor of Mt. Helm Baptist Church, 
Jackson. 

As the guest speaker rose to 
stand behind the sacred desk at 
College Hill, he came with lifted 
hands praising God. Rhodes be-

gan his message to the congre-
gation by telling everyone pres-
ent that there are three reasons 
why they should praise God: 
“No. 1- He woke you early this 
morning; No. 2 - He woke you 
early this morning; No. 3 - He 
woke you early this morning!”

The preacher referenced both 
verses of Hebrew selected by 
the anniversary committee, 
shared the title of his message 
for the morning “Keep on Run-
ning,” and then reminded ev-
eryone that “to keep running in 
your present, you must examine 
your past.”

Rhodes expressed to worship-
pers that there is a certain way 
“we ought to run” as explained 

in Hebrews 12:1: “Wherefore 
seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth 
so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set 
before us.”

He reminded the packed 
house that, “the Bible tells us 
that Jesus kept on running. Why 
do we give up so easily when 
He didn’t give up on us?” 

The minister ended his ser-
mon by expressing his love for 
God while encouraging others to 
not give up.  Rhodes said, “I’m 
going to keep on running to see 
what the end is going to bring.”

(See photos on page 2.)

What are the best 
strategies for train-
ing media students in 
the digital age? What 
skills, strategies and 
techniques do they re-
quire for survival and 
success in an ever 
changing media uni-
verse?

This was the Department 
of Mass Communication’s 
2013 Media Day theme which 
took place March 28, at the 
Ray Johnson Assembly Hall, 
Alcorn State University Lor-
man, Miss.

A coterie of distinguished 
media professionals con-
verged on the ASU campus, 
where they educated and en-
lightened Alcorn and Missis-
sippi Valley State University 
faculty, staff and local high 
school students on the sub-
ject.

These are some of the ex-
perts’ responses:

John Phil Sullivan, WTVA, 
Tupelo, Miss.:

“Work hard, learn how to 
write, speak and communi-
cate well. Do an internship or 
internships. Be patient.”

Lonnie Ross: online editor, 
The Mississippi Link newspa-
per, Jackson, Miss.:

“Do what you love and what 
you are paid for. The basics - 
reading writing and arithme-
tic are still very important in 
the digital age.”

Cheryl Story: WBRZ-TV, 
Baton-Rouge, La.:

“Keep your integrity. Make 

sure you have the 
facts straight. Be 
accurate. Show 
drive, enthusiasm 
and willingness to 
work. Master the 
English language.”

Dr. Enow Tan-
jong: Dean, Uni-
versity of Buea, 
Cameroo:

“Development of the hu-
man mind is very important. 
Accumulate a vast store of 
knowledge. Read and be a 
continuous learner.”

Teresa Appel, Clarion Led-
ger reporter, Jackson:

“Try to acquire as much 
expertise as possible. Try to 
know everything, audio, vid-
eo, design, writing and edit-
ing. The profession opens you 
to great adventures.”

Larissa Hale, WBRZ Baton 
Rouge:

“Focus on current events. 
Study English. Acquire broad 
experience. Practice the craft 
and keep learning.”

Jackie Hampton, publisher, The 
Mississippi Link, Jackson, Miss.: 

Practitioners enlighten participants on digital media age at ASU

Mayor Johnson announced 
candlelight vigil for fallen 
officer Det. Eric T. Smith

College Hill 106 years: “Glancing 
at the Past, Looking to the Future”
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U.S. Congressman Ben-
nie Thompson, Dem.-MS 2nd 
Congressional District, gave 
the charge. And newly elected 
Mississippi State Sen. Sollie 
B. Norwood, District 28, re-
sponded, “I accept the charge.” 
The exchange was during a re-
ception Sunday, April 7, at the 
Mississippi eCenter at Jackson 
State University.

Norwood was elected Febru-
ary 26 to fill the seat long held 
by the late Sen. Alice Harden, 
who died Dec. 6, 2012. His 

district covers the city of Jack-
son and Hinds County. 

Norwood, a Democrat, who 
ran as a nonpartisan candidate, 
won a special runoff election 
against Democrat Marshand 
Chisler. 

Norwood, 60, was com-
munity services director for 
25 years with the Mississippi 
Department of Human Ser-
vices and is a deacon at New 
Hope Baptist Church. This is 
his first stint in state office. 

Reception for State Senator 
Norwood filled with sage advice
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Digital media age
Continued on page 9

Norwood
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Seated left, Sen. Sollie Norwood; speaking son Sollie Jr., daughter 
Ashley and wife Joan. Seated right, Rev. Larry Hicks

By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Deaconess Frances Grear Morris extending welcome Beverly Hodges gives College Hill history Brandon Mitchell, minister of music with College Hill Combined Choirs 

Odie Hayes singing “My Tribute”
College Hill Pastor Michael Williams (center), L-R Rev. Stanley Smith, Rev. William Wheeler, Rev. C. J. 
Rhodes and Rev. Calvin Peoples

Rev. and Mrs. C. J. Rhodes Jay Johnson & wife Shirley with Lenora Reed (center) Anniversary Chair Deacon Jacob McEwen

April 7 • Jackson, Miss.
College Hill Celebrates 106 Anniversary
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Three organizations - Women for 
Progress of Mississippi, the Beta 
Delta Omega Chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority and the Jack-
son (MS) Alumnae Chapter of Del-
ta Sigma Theta Sorority - worked 
as a team to network and bring forth 
a momentous occasion for dialogue 
with some of the candidates vying 
to be a better mayor for Jackson.

Held Tuesday night, April 2, at 
the Jackson Medical Mall, ques-
tions asked of the candidates were 
related to the city’s infrastructure, 
street potholes, the Farish Street 
project, jobs, entrepreneurship, 
education, health, community de-
velopment and the economy. 

Candidates shared their vision/

mission for the city to a handsome 
crowd that seemed focused on who 
will serve the people. The forum 
format allowed for pro and con 
discussion of issues, facts, informa-
tion, and goals with the candidates.

Organizer Juanita Brown stated, 
“We started arranging the forum in 
December when we saw how many 
candidates were being certified. 
Who would have ever thought we 

would have 14 candidates? 
“It was a great idea to create this 

forum so that the candidates would 
have a chance to bring out issues 
they feel passionate about and also 
that the public wants to know more 
about. Our major thrust was to 
make sure candidates and citizens 
can be heard.”

Statements from the people in 
the audience: 

“We are looking for someone 
who must have a vision and a pro-
active strategic/execution plan for a 
grand and amazing city that is sus-
tainable and wholesome.”

“The candidate must have an 

open door policy.”
“We want a mayor who can cre-

ate awareness, educate and moti-
vate.” 

The mock ballots collected at 
the forum revealed in no particular 

order that the top four candidates 
were Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr., 
Atty. Regina Quinn, Johnathon Lee 
and City Councilman Chokwe Lu-
mumba. 

Ten of 14 candidates attended.

LOCAL
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norwood
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He previously served as presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees of 
Jackson Public Schools and is 
broker/owner of Lil’Sol Realty 
Company. He received a Bachelor 
of Arts in sociology and Master’s 
of Science in education, guidance 
and counseling from Jackson State 
University. He furthered his studies 
at the University of Mississippi in 
student personnel in higher educa-
tion. 

Norwood received a plethora of 
advice and support from veteran 
Congressman Thompson during 
the ceremony on navigating his 
new public service course. “Real 
friends show up at the showdown,” 
Thompson said. “When the elec-
tion process was going on and 
when you were in your meetings, 
those were your real friends; and 
you keep those friends close to you 
because they will make a differ-
ence.”

Thompson told Norwood, 
“You’re going to have to be bold, 
you’re going to have to do things 
that other people say, ‘we’ve never 
done that before.’ Well, that’s why 
you’ve got Sollie Norwood as 
your senator, because we’re going 
to start looking at issues affecting 
people in District 28 and the State 
of Mississippi.

“The ability to serve the public is 
an awesome responsibility, and the 
good you can do is excellent public 
service.”

Norwood recognized some of 
his closest advisors who were in 
the audience of about 200 people: 
longtime State Sen. Hillman Fra-
zier, District 26; Sen. David Blount, 
District 29; and Sen. John Horhn, 
District 27, who did not attend.

“You watch these guys, and I’m 
no fool. I go where I can get help,” 
Norwood said. “They have taken 
me in and provided me comfort 
and counsel that I’ve needed. We 
don’t have egos - period.”

Norwood spoke about efforts to 
expand Medicaid in Mississippi 
and the U.S. “We all were right 
on that,” referring to passage of 
President Obama’s push for and 
Congress’s passage of Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act.

He encouraged constituents to 
continue the fight for expansion in 
Mississippi. “We have something 
to do before June 30. So the House 
and Senate, we need a little help 
and that should come from you” - 
referring to voters.

“Congressman 
Thompson did his 
job and the Supreme 
Court upheld it. Now 
we need to do our 
job. It’s going to take 
making some tele-
phone calls, making 
visits to the Capitol. 
We have to show 
folks this is real.”

He referenced a 
woman who takes 
64 pills every morn-
ing and another 64 in 
the evenings. “If we 
don’t have Medicaid, 
we’re going to have 
folks that are not 
going to be around. 
Some we know, 
some in our families, 
so all of us need to 
come together.”

Norwood was in-
troduced by his son, 
Sollie B. Norwood 
II. “I admired my dad for so many 
years from down the hall. He set a 
perfect example and I’ve tried nu-
merous times to emulate him.” 

Norwood’s wife Joan, an educa-
tor in Jackson Public Schools, and 
daughter Ashley also spoke on his 
behalf. Ashley spoke about her fa-
ther’s commitment to education. 
“We never missed a day of school,” 
she said.

Thompson was introduced by 
young Jamison Gordon, a Whitten 
Jr. High student, wearing a khaki 

suit and bow tie. “He (Gordon) is 
just fascinated with the congress-
man and hopes to be a congress-
man someday,” said Rev. Larry 
Nicks, Norwood’s public relations 
director.

Thompson summed up his re-
marks saying to Norwood, “You’re 
an administrator; you know how to 
get it done. I’m excited about you. 
I want to pledge my support that if 
you have any effort underway in 
your district or any other district, 
I’m here to help.”

Political, religious and community leaders came out to greet newly elected State Sen. Norwood.

Congressman Bennie Thompson was introduced by  
Jamison Gordon of Whitten Jr. High. PHOTOS BY JAY 
JOHNSON

Sen. Norwood presented an issue he has begun to back. 

Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

paid for by friends to elect Barron Banks

10 mayoral candidates for Jackson
By Artaymis Ma’at
Special to The Mississippi Link

(L-R) Candidates Robert Amos, Frank Bluntson, William E. Bright, Gwendolyn Chapman, John H. Jones Jr. 
and Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr.     PHOTOS BY ARTAYMIS MA’AT (L-R) Candidates Jonathan Lee, Chokwe Lumumba, Regina Quinn and Francis P. Smith Jr. 
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The Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) Deputy Administrator 
Marie Johns came to Jackson, April 
3, 2013, joining SBA District Direc-
tor Janita Stewart and the recent ad-
dition to the Jackson office Deputy 
District Director Gary K. Reed.

Their first order of business was to 
hold a round table dialogue with local 
business owners and entrepreneurs 
in the state. About 25 small business 
owners came to the eCenter at Jack-
son State University, representing 
businesses ranging from coffee shop 
owners and IT firms to professional 
engineering and construction com-
panies.

Johns said the SBA has stream-
lined its procedures making it easier 
for business persons to navigate the 
services and attain the greatest benefit 
from lenders and resources like work-
shops in business start-ups, the loan 
clinic and certification workshops for 
federal contracts. 

“If you are looking for a $900,000 
or $500,000 loan, there are lenders 

who can provide that and the Jack-
son office can assist with that kind of 
capital,” said Johns.

“$50,000 or $2,500 are harder 
loans to secure. So Small Loan Ad-
vantage was formed to make it easier 
to work with the SBA. The stream-
lined process allowed for three times 
more small advantage loans.”

The SBA’s Community Advantage 
Loan is another low range loan on the 
capital spectrum and includes “mis-
sion lenders” where microloans are 
available. Faith based communities 
- churches and other faith institutions 
can participate in these progorams.

When it comes to lending, the SBA 
can guarantee 50 to 85 percent of a 
loan or 90 percent for international 
loans. “With a broader base of lend-
ers, then we can have a broader base 
of businesses served,” explained 
Johns.

The SBA’s 3 C’s - access to capital, 
to federal contracts, and to counseling 
- are the tools to help businesses grow 
and create jobs. Johns said 5 percent 
of federal contracts are set aside each 
year for women owned businesses, 

as well as for service-able veterans 
in the boots-to-business program. 
Mississippi has a high percentage of 
veterans in its population.

Stewart said, “$76 million in loan 
and 225 loans applications were ap-
proved in Mississippi through March 
2013. The ‘Show Me the Money’ 
documentation on the SBA website 
shows which lenders in Mississippi 
and out of state lenders that will make 
loans. The funding is not an issue. We 
do the marketing and outreach in the 
state.”

Other ser-
vices to look 
for: the Small 
Business In-
vestment Com-
pany (SBIC); 
SCORE - Ser-
vice Corps of 
Retired Execu-
tives; Young 
Entrepreneur 
Outreach: EN-
CORE entre-
preneursh ip 
with the AARP 

- Americans over age 50 approach.
Stewart said, “The STEP grants - 

State Trade Export Promotion - are 
used for small businesses to go to 
expos and trade missions to offset 
cost, giving exposure to the global 
market place. We have relationships 
with U.S. Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, the U.S. Black Chamber 
of Commerce and Women in Public 
Policy.” 

Go to the website sba.gov/MS for a 
calendar of available workshops.

Nothing small about the Small Business Administration
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

On March 25, 
2013, the spirit of 
Dwight Lee McK-
inney Sr. quietly 
slipped away with 
his loving fam-
ily by his side. He 
was born to the late 
Marguerite (Dow) 
McKinney and 
James Henry McK-

inney June 25, 1945, in Jackson, where he re-
ceived his formal education in Jackson Public 
Schools. He attended Brinkley Junior Senior 
High School, where he proudly performed 
as the first drum major of Brinkley Eagles 
Marching Band. Also while attending Brin-
kley he was an avid member of the track team 
and had a fondness for drawing and other 
sports activities. 

McKinney later attended Tuskegee In-
stitute and Southern University. In 1963, he 
joined the United States Air Force and was 
honorably discharged as Airmen First Class, 
proudly serving his country for four years. On 
April 4, 1984, he was baptized and confirmed 
at Holy Ghost Catholic Church in Jackson by 
Father Vance Thorne, S.V.D.

On Sept. 14, 1968, he was united in holy 
matrimony to Willie B. Lee of Hazlehurst, 
Miss. To this union two children were born, 
one daughter and one son. Their union was 
blessed with 44 years of marital bliss. 

McKinney was a devoted husband, loving 
father, father-in-law, grandfather, dedicated 
son, kindhearted brother, brother-in-law, un-
cle, friend and colleague. He enjoyed spend-
ing time with his grandchildren. He was very 
instrumental in handling family matters and 
was always ready to give advice. He was a 
man of his word. 

McKinney was employed with Communi-
ty Education Extension, Friends of Children, 
Trailways Bus Line and retired after 20 years 
of service at Raytheon Aerospace (now L3) 
as a procurement supervisor. After retiring, he 
enjoyed working part-time for Lefleur Lim-
ousine as a chauffeur.

He lived a full life and loved fishing, cook-
ing, yard work, remodeling and fixing anything 
and everything that needed to be fixed around 
the house. He also had a great love of sports.

Left to cherish his memories are his wife, 
Willie B. McKinney, and their children: 
Felicia McKinney of Jackson and Dwight 
(Carolyn) McKinney of Brandon; three 
grandchildren: Justin Barnes, Sydney and 
Eryn McKinney; sisters Marlene McKinney-
Jones, Jewel Marshanette McKinney, Eddie 
Elizabeth Liddell; brothers-in-law Charlie 
(Elise) Lee, Will R. Lee, Carl Lee, Melvin 
Lee; sisters-in-law Mildred Mullen, Drewsey 
Dean, Ruby Lee, Mabel Coney; a special 
guest niece, Benita Collier; close family 
friend, Joseph Anderson and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.

Dwight Lee McKinney Sr.
June 25, 1945 - March 25, 2013

I n  M e M o r I a M

McKinney

(L – R) Mississippi SBA District Director Janita Stewart, SBA Deputy Ad-
ministrator Marie Johns and Deputy District Director Gary Reed at the 
SBA office in downtown Jackson. PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA
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Smith’s vigil
Continued from page 1

in lieu of flowers, donations 
may be sent to The Eric T. 
Smith Charity Fund that has 
been set up through Trustmark 
National Bank. Citizens may 
also make donations to the 
Jackson Police Department’s 
Youth Police Athletic League 
(PAL), through the Jackson 
Police Foundation Inc., P. O. 
Box 80, Jackson, MS 39205, 
noting: “In memory of Eric 
Smith for Youth Police Ath-
letic League.”

The PAL program is a youth 
crime prevention program that 
relies on education, athletic 
and other recreational activi-
ties creating bonds between 
police officers and the youth 
in our community. The PAL 
Program is available for chil-
dren ages 6 to 15.

A criminal investigation is 
being conducted by the Mis-
sissippi Bureau of Investiga-
tions. Additionally, an internal 
investigation is being con-
ducted by the Internal Affairs 
Division into any policy or 
procedural violations sur-
rounding the shooting deaths 
that occurred within JPD.

“We realize that there are 
questions relating to details 

surrounding this tragic inci-
dent. However, at this point 
both investigations have not 
concluded,” said Mayor John-
son. “We will be prepared to 
share as much information as 
possible once the investiga-
tions are complete. A news 
conference will be called and 
officials will be made avail-
able to answer questions early 
next week.”

Funeral Services for Smith 
will be held Saturday, April 
13, 2013, at 11 a.m. at the Ath-
letic Assembly Center located 
at Jackson State University.

“In the remaining days be-
fore the interment, we ask for 
the media’s cooperation in 
allowing Detective Smith’s 
family, his law enforcement 
family and citizens of Jackson 
time to mourn his death and 
celebrate his life,” said Mayor 
Johnson.

On Thursday, April 4, 2013, 
at 5:40 p.m. a shooting oc-
curred in the Jackson Police 
Department Headquarters lo-
cated at 327 East Pascagoula 
Street. The preliminary in-
vestigation revealed that two 
individuals were fatally shot, 
Smith and Jeremy Powell, a 

black male, age 23. Both were 
pronounced dead in the JPD 
Headquarters.

According to the prelimi-
nary investigation, Powell 
was in the process of being 
arrested for the murder of 
Christopher Alexander, which 
occurred April 1, 2013.

Mayor Johnson and Police 
Chief Coleman called for all 
citizens to observe a moment 
of silence Friday, April 5, at 
noon for Smith. Coleman di-
rected her staff to broadcast 
the moment of silence request 
across the nation to all law en-
forcement agencies using the 
NCIC database.

Mississippi Speaker of the 
House Philip Gunn released a 
statement that read: “Lisa and 
I are saddened by the tragic 
loss of Jackson Police Depart-
ment Detective Eric Smith. 
Det. Smith was a constituent 
of mine and well-liked and 
respected by all in the Clinton 
community. 

“He had a great reputation 
as a loving husband, father 
and hard worker. Our hearts 
break for the family’s loss, 
and we pray for them during 
this difficult time.”
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OpiniOn

April 4 
marked the 45th 
anniversary of 
the death of one 
of America’s 
great heroes and 
a giant of the 

Civil Rights Movement, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Dr. King was working on 
the frontlines of a movement 
in Memphis to support the 
sanitation workers on strike 
when his life was taken. it 
was there that he gave his 
last speech, i’ve Been to the 
Mountaintop.

On this day, we paused and 
reflected on Dr. King’s ex-
traordinary life and his tire-
less work to bend the arc of 
the moral universe toward 
justice. We stand on the shoul-
ders of so many of our Civil 
Rights heroes who we’ve lost, 
such as Dr. King, Dorothy 
Height, and Rosa parks. Yet 
their legacy continues.

This August, we also mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 
March on Washington, when 
thousands descended upon the 
capital to rally for civil and 
economic rights for all Ameri-
cans. it was there, at the Lin-

coln Memorial, that Dr. King 
gave his most iconic speech, i 
Have a Dream.

Since Dr. King’s untimely 
and tragic death, we have 
strived to advance his ideals 
and realize his dream for all 
Americans to have the same 
economic and social opportu-
nities. 

During the dedication of 
the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial in 2011, president 
Obama said:

“if he were alive today, i be-
lieve he would remind us that 
the unemployed worker can 
rightly challenge the excesses 
of Wall Street without demon-
izing all who work there; that 
the businessman can enter 
tough negotiations with his 
company’s union without vili-
fying the right to collectively 
bargain. 

“He would want us to know 
we can argue fiercely about 
the proper size and role of 
government without question-
ing each other’s love for this 
country with the knowledge 
that in this democracy, gov-
ernment is no distant object 
but is rather an expression of 
our common commitments to 
one another. 

“He would call on us to as-

sume the best in each other 
rather than the worst, and 
challenge one another in ways 
that ultimately heal rather 
than wound.”

Here at the White House, 
we work each and every day 
to ensure that that our actions 
express those common com-
mitments to each other: build-
ing an economy that serves 
the middle class and those 
striving to climb the ladders 
of opportunity into the middle 
class; making common sense 
immigration reform; protect-
ing our children from harm; 
and giving all children the 
education required to pursue 
their dreams.

As we move forward on 
these challenges together, 
may we always live up to the 
words spoken by Dr. King the 
day before he died, “Let us 
rise up tonight with a greater 
readiness. Let us stand with 
a greater determination. And 
let us move on in these pow-
erful days, these days of chal-
lenge to make America what it 
ought to be. We have an op-
portunity to make America a 
better nation.”

Valerie B. Jarrett is a senior 
advisor to President Barack 
Obama.
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pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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i run a small busi-
ness in nebraska. So 
i’ll probably raise 
some eyebrows 
when i say i’ve got 
immigration on my 

mind.
A lot of people think of im-

migration as a “border state” is-
sue. You know, only important 
to states like Texas and Arizona. 
Unless your definition of “border 
state” takes into account nebras-
ka’s border with our southern 
neighbors in Kansas, i disagree.

immigration isn’t just a bor-
der state issue; it’s a heartland 
issue. Born and raised in ne-
braska, and now running a small 
business here, i see immigration 
playing a big role in rebuilding 
local economies in rural nebras-
ka. You can’t get more heartland 
than here.

Just look at Crete, neb., a town 
20 miles from Lincoln where i 
have my business. Crete’s story 
shows how immigrants are revi-
talizing small town economies 
that otherwise would have dried 
up and disappeared.

Crete’s meatpacking plant 
depends on an immigrant work-
force. But the role of immigrants 
in the Crete economy is bigger 
than that. immigrants are not 
only workers, they’re also the 
people who are starting and run-
ning new businesses and creat-
ing local jobs. 

And they represent a growing 
economic force - buying houses, 
spending money, and building 
the tax base. immigrants are giv-
ing Crete a new economic future.

So as a heartland small busi-
ness owner looking at the choic-
es our country faces on immi-

gration reform, i want to know: 
what’s going to help small busi-
nesses? What’s going to create 
the most jobs and boost rural 
economies? What’s going to cre-
ate more successes like Crete?

Taking a common sense small 
business approach to this issue, 
the answer to what kind of immi-
gration reform will do the most 
to boost our local economies 
seems pretty clear: reform with 
a roadmap to citizenship and a 
commitment to strong families.

Our rural communities need 
more people who want to build 
a future here, people who want 
to buy homes, send their kids 
to school, start businesses, and 
contribute. That’s what so many 
aspiring Americans want to do, 
if only given the opportunity. 

A roadmap to citizenship - not 
some half-way “solution” that 
leaves immigrants in a perma-
nent second-class limbo - is the 
way to make that opportunity 
real.

There are some politicians 
who like to rile people up with 
inflammatory “deport ’em all” 
rhetoric. God knows we have 
plenty of them here in nebraska. 
But let’s be honest: doing that 
would be denying small towns 
across rural nebraska - Grand 
island, Scottsbluff, Lexington, 
Crete and many others - an op-
portunity to build a new eco-
nomic future.

if we don’t open the doors 
of opportunity for workers and 
would-be small business owners 
who want to contribute to our ru-
ral communities, pay taxes, raise 
families, and start businesses…, 
if we don’t do that, these com-
munities will slowly fade away 
like so many small towns i knew 
as a kid that have all but disap-

peared today.
This will mean no local gro-

cery store, no restaurant or 
tavern, schools closed and con-
solidated with other struggling 
communities.

Denying new Americans the 
opportunity to earn citizenship 
would be foreclosing on the eco-
nomic futures of whole commu-
nities across the rural heartland. 
We’ve always been a land of op-
portunity. That’s what America 
is built on. it’s what makes our 
country great. Do we want to 
stop now? 

it seems like common sense 
to me that immigration reform 
with that roadmap to citizenship 
will give the biggest boost to our 
local economies. Research from 
respected conservative sources 
confirms this: a paper published 
by the Cato institute last year 
found that reform with a road-
map to citizenship would add 
$1.5 trillion to the U.S. economy 
over 10 years - nearly twice the 
economic benefits of reform 
with no pathway to citizenship.

Crete, neb. is a town where 
business leaders, schools and 
community members are work-
ing together to build a strong lo-
cal economy and a bright future 
for their community. We need 
more success stories like Crete. 
That’s why the American heart-
land needs immigration reform 
with a roadmap to citizenship.

Rick Poore runs a custom 
screen-printing business in Lin-
coln, Neb. with 30 employees. 
He was born and raised in Ne-
braska. He serves on the steer-
ing committee of the Main Street 
Alliance, a national network of 
local, independent small busi-
nesses. This issue is part of the 
American Forum.

Immigration reform: 
it’s a heartland issue

T O  B E  E Q U A L 

Integrated inequality: 
tale of two Americas

“Our nation is 
moving towards 
two societies, 
one black, one 
white - separate 
and unequal.” 
~ 1967 Kerner 

Commission
in 1963, more than a quar-

ter-million people gathered 
in Washington, D.C. for the 
historic Great March for Jobs 
and Freedom. This was a wa-
tershed moment in American 
history, giving unprecedented 
voice to the hardships facing 
blacks as they sought a fair 
shot at an elusive dream. in 
2013, America witnessed the 
second inauguration of our 
first black president. Much 
has changed in 50 years.

We now see a fair number 
of successful blacks hailed 
as examples of the progress 
and possibilities that define 
American democracy. Most 
of the legal impediments pre-
venting African Americans 
from learning, earning and 
living where they want have 
been removed. Unfortunate-
ly, these apparent indicators 
of improvement cannot lead 
us to conclude that blacks in 
America have overcome. 

A veneer of progress can-
not remove the stains of in-
equality that still exist in 
our country. As we simulta-

neously commemorate the 
150th anniversary of the 
Emancipation proclamation 
and the 50th anniversary of 
the March on Washington, 
we are still on the march for 
economic and social equality.

The battlefield may look 
different, but the most press-
ing demands of today mir-
ror the ones faced by those 
gathered in Washington, D.C. 
on that August afternoon 
in 1963: economic equal-
ity, educational opportunity 
and parity, and civil rights. 
However, instead of fight-
ing against employment dis-
crimination or a $2 minimum 
wage, we now fight for job 
training and wage equity.

instead of calling for 
school segregation to end, 
we now demand an end to 
disparities in educational in-
vestment. instead of calling 
for meaningful civil rights 
legislation, we now fight to 
preserve voting rights and af-
firmative action - those very 
rights for which our ancestors 
fought and died.

During this second week 
of April, the national Urban 
League will release the 37th 
edition of the State of Black 
America report, which takes 
a 50-year retrospective look 
at economic and educational 
equality in America. i have 
seen the findings and studied 
them, and i am more con-

vinced than ever that there 
remains much for us to do.

As i pointed out in a recent 
appearance on Cnn, the so-
called housing “recovery” 
clearly demonstrates that we 
are in “a tale of two Ameri-
cas” - one where the rich 
are surging ahead while the 
average American is getting 
squeezed out - again. 

Further, blacks and His-
panics are faring even worse. 
The findings from the ‘2013 
State of Black America, Re-
deem the Dream: Jobs Re-
build America’ make that 
painfully clear.

America is at a critical 
juncture. if we are to con-
tinue on the road to full eco-
nomic recovery, every Amer-
ican needs access to jobs with 
a living wage and good ben-
efits. Every child deserves 
access to the best schools, 
the best teachers and the best 
education in the world. 

Without that commit-
ment, we will continue to see 
America, as the 1967 Kerner 
Commission put it, “moving 
towards two societies … sep-
arate and unequal.”

But persistent problems re-
quire sustainable solutions. 
now, we will begin to move 
that conversation forward.

Marc H. Morial, former 
mayor of New Orleans, is 
president and CEO of the Na-
tional Urban League.

By Marc Morial
NNPA Columnist

Honoring Martin Luther 
King Jr. with our lives

Two weeks 
ago, president 
Obama met 
with three Afri-
can presidents - 
Koroma (Sierra 
Leone), Sall 

(Senegal), Banda (Malawi), 
and Jose Maria pereira neves 
(prime Minister of Cape 
Verde).

This was the White House’s 
way of rewarding these lead-
ers for their examples of good 
governance. Receiving an in-
vitation to the White House is 
one of the most sought after 
invitations in the world, espe-
cially for foreign leaders.

African leaders constantly 
complain about how they are 
negatively portrayed in the 
U.S. media, about how blacks 
don’t invest in Africa, and 
about how there seems to be 
a disconnect between Africans 
and American blacks.

My response has always 
been quite simple: it’s your 
fault. And let me break it 
down based on the itinerary 
for the delegation that met 
with Obama two weeks ago.

in most cases, the State 
Department takes the lead in 
setting up the program for for-
eign leaders, but they are free 
to add their own program in 
addition to State’s program if 
they so desire.

While in Washington, each 
leader participated in numer-
ous meetings and events to 
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion on a range of shared pri-

orities.
Joint events included a din-

ner hosted by the Corporate 
Council on Africa (CCA) to 
discuss trade and investment 
opportunities with representa-
tives from U.S. businesses; a 
public discussion on democra-
tization in Africa at the Unit-
ed States institute for peace 
(USip); an economic and de-
velopment roundtable with 
U.S. government officials; and 
a meeting with Secretary of 
Defense Hagel to discuss co-
operation on shared regional 
security and peacekeeping ob-
jectives in Africa.

notice anything interesting 
here? Let me help you. Din-
ner hosted by CCA - most-
ly Fortune 500 companies 
(white-run companies). Many 
Africans accuse “corporate 
America” of only using Africa 
for their natural resources- 
well duh, you invited them to 
your country.

i have tried, to no avail, to 
get Howard University inter-
ested in engaging with African 
heads of state, but they have 
shown absolutely no interest. i 
think i can get a meeting with 
Obama easier than i can get a 
meeting with the president of 
Howard University. 

i guess these African leaders 
couldn’t find any black non-
governmental organizations 
(nGOs) to meet with or may-
be their white lobbyists would 
not give them permission to 
meet with successful minor-
ity businessmen like David 
Steward, CEO of World Wide 
Technology in St. Louis - a $ 5 

billion privately held firm.
Maybe their white lobbyist 

wouldn’t give them permis-
sion to meet with the national 
newspaper publishers Associ-
ation (nnpA), a federation of 
200 black-owned newspapers 
in the U.S., or give a speech at 
a black university.

So to my African heads 
of state, if you are looking 
for positive media coverage 
from the U.S., then sit with 
our black media and tell them 
your story. if you are looking 
for investment in your coun-
try, then invest some time by 
meeting with black business-
men when you come to our 
country.

if you want Americans, es-
pecially blacks to tour your 
countries, then take a tour of 
our communities when you are 
in the U.S. So, stop complain-
ing and be what you are look-
ing for.

Africa has a lot to offer as 
far as investment opportuni-
ties, tourism, and even educa-
tion, but Africa has not made 
its case to the American peo-
ple. Until they do, they will 
continue to be like the tinkling 
cymbal or the sounding brass, 
full of sound and fury and lit-
tle else.

Raynard Jackson is presi-
dent & CEO of Raynard Jack-
son & Associates, LLC., a 
Washington, D.C.-based pub-
lic relations/government af-
fairs firm. He can be reached 
through his Web site, www.
raynardjackson.com. You can 
also follow him on Twitter at 
raynard1223.

African leaders avoid U.S. blacks
By Raynard Jackson
NNPA Columnist

By Rick Poore 
The American Forum

By Valerie Jarrett
Special to The Mississippi Link



Sixth grade students in the Open Doors pro-
gram at Northwest Jackson IB Middle School 
sponsored a line dance party Friday, March 22,  
to raise funds for their charity, Smile Train. The 
event was one of several fundraising activities 
sponsored by the gifted students to reach their 
goal of raising enough money to pay for 20 
or more lip surgeries for children. Fundrais-
ing projects, which began in December with a 
craft and bake sale as part of the Open Doors 
S.H.O.P. (Students Helping Others Planet-
wide), have raised the $5,000 needed. Fund-
raisers included a step show in January and a 
candy sale in February.

Through their involvement, volunteers 
from the community and the school’s adopters 
Greater Fairview Church, helped instill in stu-
dents the values of global awareness, empathy, 
and civic responsibility.

Smile Train is an international organiza-
tion created to help children in under devel-
oped countries that need corrective surgeries 
for severe cleft lips and cleft palates. Doctors 
volunteer their time to perform the 45-minute 
surgeries 

Approximately 500 fifth grade 
students of Jackson Public Schools 
will participate in the Annual All-
City Elementary Music Festival, 
Thursday, April 11 at 7 p.m.

This year’s theme is “Building 
Our Community through Music.” 
It is the 36th festival for the district 
and will be held at the Lee E. Wil-
liams Athletics and Assembly Cen-
ter, located on the campus of Jack-
son State University. The event is 
free and open to the public.

On Thursday, April 4, Woodville 
Heights Elementary School host-
ed a Family Fun Night held in the 
school’s auditorium. The event was 
designed to bring students, family 
and the local community together 
for a fun-filled educational night. 

Students and their families were 
treated to a movie, snacks and treats. 

There was a presentation by Kris-
tin Gazaway, the regional executive 
chef for Morrison Healthcare Food 
Services at the Central Mississippi 
Medical Center in Jackson.

Gazaway talked to families about 
portion control, whole grains, fresh 
ingredients and how to eat healthy 
on a budget. As parents and students 
snacked on fruit nachos, prepared 
during her cooking demonstration, 
she shared nutritional tips to help 
students during the grueling test-
taking season.

Northwest Middle School 
raises $5,000 for Smile Train JROTC students saluted at 

Cadet Pass in Review Ceremony

JPS 
happenings

A member of the Mississippi Steppers teaches students the two-step.

Scholastic Excellence Award recipients and members of Official Party at 26th Annual JPS JROTC Cadet Re-
view Ceremony - from front to back and left to right: Cadet 2LT Myuna McNair, Lanier H.S.; Cadet COL Seggie 
McClendon, Wingfield H.S.; Cadet MAJ Jacquenique Holifield, Murrah H.S.; Monica Gilmore-Love, president, 
JPS Board of Trustees; Cadet CPT Asia Henderson, Wingfield H.S.; Dr. Cedrick Gray, superintendent, JPS; Ca-
det MAJ Jazmine Walton, Callaway H.S.; Cadet MAJ Marnisha Toney, Forest Hill H.S.; Dr. Debra Mays-Jackson, 
executive director of Academic Support for High Schools; Cadet CPT Loretta Williams, Provine H.S.; Major 
General Augustus L. Collins, Adjutant General, State of Mississippi; Cadet MAJ Kimberly Gilmore, Jim Hill H.S.; 
Cadet LTC Raymond Carter, Murrah H.S. and COL (Ret) Paul Willis, director, JPS JROTC.Northwest Principal Chinelo Turner leads a line dance as students 

and teachers follow.
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We're proud of our 90 years in Mississippi. 
 But even more excited about the future.

As Entergy Corporation celebrates its 100th anniversary, Entergy 
Mississippi celebrates 90 years. We consider ourselves Mississippians 
first and foremost. Working with our customers and communities, 
we have helped create a stronger Mississippi. We share a caring 
commitment to our home. And together, we will make the next century 
even brighter. That’s The Power of People. Entergy. 
entergymississippi.com

A message from Entergy Mississippi, Inc. ©2013 Entergy Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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The Jackson State Univer-
sity Student Center was filled 
with hopeful candidates, their 
entourages, curious voters and 
excited students as all anx-
iously awaited the announce-
ment of the winners of the 
2013-2014 Student Govern-
ment Association election held 
April 3. 

Jarvis Horn, a freshman psy-
chology major from York, Ala. 
said, “I felt the election for 
the Miss JSU candidates was 
off to a slow start because of 
the Easter break, but it picked 
up as the election process pro-
gressed.”

Horn said that he felt the 
closest competition would be 
for SGA president and Miss 
Jackson State University.

Jordyn Carter, a sophomore 
political science major from 
Jackson, agreed.

“I think the closest compe-
tition will be the Miss JSU 
race,” said Carter, who is a 
member of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Inc. She said 
she would be pleased with the 
selection of any of the ladies 
running for Miss JSU; all three 

candidates are AKAs.
“I expect all of my sisters 

(ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority Inc.) to win because 
if one of us wins, all of us win. 
I also hope Perrin (Bostic) 
wins SGA president because 
that is who I voted for,” said 
Carter.

The Miss JSU candidates all 
sat at the edge of their seats as 
well as the audience to see who 
would be taking the crown. 

Deja D. Knight screamed 
with joy when she was an-
nounced the winner with 379 
votes to defeat Ashley F. Nor-
wood, who received 349 votes 
and Morgan D. Jackson, who 
received 259 votes.

“I’m so glad that I won,” 
said Knight, as she acknowl-
edged her fellow candidates 
and her sorority sisters for 
running along side of her.

Carter’s choice for SGA 
president was not the people’s 
choice; Bostic lost by 179 
votes. In a close race for the 
top student leadership posi-
tion, Charles Cathey III won 
the election by a mere 18 votes 
over Carlos Smith. T’Erica 
Hudson, who ran unopposed, 

was elected SGA 
vice president.

Cameron Rob-
inson, a sopho-
more biology/
pre-med major 
from St. Louis, 
Mo., said that 
the election was 
very organized 
and neat. Rob-
inson, like many 
other students, 
knew that the 
Miss JSU and 
SGA president 
races would be a 
close ones.

“We have 
great candi-
dates with great 
platforms so I 
couldn’t really 
say who would 
win,” said Robinson.

The winners of the SGA 
class offices were announced 
as well as other major leader-
ship positions.

In the race for SGA busi-
ness manager, Rashad Sayles 
was the winner; Willie Bell 
III, Douglas Moore II, and 
Anthony Watkins Jr., all won 

the offices of justice while un-
opposed candidate, Jade King 
took the office of chief justice; 
Executive secretary was won 
by Ebonee Swilley and parlia-
mentarian was taken by Arekia 
Bennett who ran unopposed; 
Academic council senator was 
taken by Matthew Lampley, 
who also ran unopposed.

In 2012, Vicksburg busi-
nessman Ray Neilsen, the 
co-trustee of The Craig H. 
Neilsen Foundation, wanted 
to help change lives. He came 
up with the idea for the Edu-
cation Pays program, giving 
those that were unable to fin-
ish high school or obtain a 

GED (General Education De-
velopment) certificate another 
chance.

Under the program, eligible 
Warren County adult students 
are given a one-time award 
of $500 upon completion of 
their certified GED after en-
rolling in the Adult Education 
program at Hinds Community 

College.
Five students were given 

their Education Pays award 
recently, bringing the total 
award recipients to 76. Among 
them were Deborah Lang-
Norwood, Whitney Williams, 
Casheka Northern, Margaret 
Botford and Cody Whitehead, 
all Warren County residents.

Hinds Community College 
also offers the first college 
class tuition free for GED 
recipients who are first-time 
college students.

For more information on 
Education Pays, visit www.
hindscc.edu or call Betty Gib-
son, coordinator for Adult Ed-
ucation, at 601.857.3914

Musical performances, in-
ternational cuisine, cultural 
dance and addresses from 
Mayor Harvey Johnson, In-
terim Provost James C. Re-
nick and others kicked off 
International Week Monday, 
April 8, at Jackson State 
University.

This is the 23rd year JSU 
has held the event to cel-
ebrate the campus’ cultural 
diversity. Students from 67 
countries are enrolled at 
JSU. International Week is 
sponsored by JSU’s Divi-
sion of International Stud-
ies to promote global and 
cultural awareness through 
educational and entertaining 
activities.

“Our hope and our dream 
is to continue to ensure 
Jackson State University 
provides an education that 
is competitive worldwide,” 
Renick said. “The diversity 
our students bring to JSU 
helps to elevate this cam-
pus.”

Mayor Johnson com-
mended JSU for its com-
mitment to diversity and for 
being one of the few entities 
to annually sponsor such an 
event. Also giving remarks 
was Hinds County Supervi-
sor Peggy Hobson-Calhoun, 
who spoke about the impor-
tance of cultural diversity. 

Their comments came in be-
tween performances by the 
Piney Woods School Cotton 
Blossom Singers.

Tarriq Drabi, a 20-year-
old from Palestine, stood 
with other Middle Eastern 
friends to watch the open-
ing ceremony, which in-
cluded a banquet table filled 
with recipes from across the 
globe. Later, a group danced 
to African music. Drabi has 
attended JSU for two years, 
and he said he looks forward 
to International Week.

“It’s an opportunity for 
people to learn about me 
and my culture and for me 
to learn about others,” Drabi 
said.

Said Emad Nasser, a 
20-year-old from Saudi Ara-
bia: “It means a lot because 
once you know each other’s 
culture and customs, you 
have a better understanding 
of others.”

The week will conclude 
with the International Schol-
arship and Awards Banquet 
at 6 p.m., Friday, April 12, at 
the JSU Student Center ball-
room. The banquet will fea-
ture an awards ceremony for 
people who have supported 
the JSU Division of Interna-
tional Studies. 

Scholarships will be 
awarded to American and 
international students.

A popular and longtime 
Jackson State University 
coach passed away Monday, 
April 8.

Former JSU assistant foot-
ball coach Melvin Pete Sr. 
was 78.

He was a former standout 
lineman at JSU and a former 
offensive line coach and of-
fensive coordinator who later 
became the school’s defen-
sive line coach. He coached at 
JSU for 21 years and retired 

in 1996.
Pete was inducted into the 

JSU Sports Hall of Fame in 
1989. He coached several 
NFL players including Hall 
of Famers Walter Payton and 
Jackie Slater.

He suffered a stroke on 
Christmas Eve and had been 
hospitalized until his death.

Funeral services for Pete 
will be held April 12, at 2:30 
p.m. at Mt. Nebo Baptist 
Church in Jackson.

Deja’ Knight crowned 
Miss JSU 2013-14
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Vicksburg students benefit 
from Education Pays program

Music, food and 
fun kick off JSU 
International Week

Former JSU 
assistant football 
coach passes away
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204 Triangle Drive
Triangle Mart 

(Northside Dr @ N. State St.)
601-982-1706

5735 I-55 North
 I-55 N @ Beasley Rd 
(across from Carmax)

769-251-0265
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“Marketing is critical. 
Learn how to market your 
product. Take marketing 
courses. Master and learn 
a foreign language. Update 
yourself with the new tech-
nologies. Speak and act as a 
professional.”

Dr. Samuel Osunde, chair 
Mississippi Valley Mass 
Communications Dept.:

“Be able to read, write and 
communicate. Expand your 
knowledge base. Try to learn 
as much as you can. Study 
history, geography, econom-
ics, politics - in short every-
thing. Be all-rounded.”

Calvin Butler, manager, 
WTYJ Natchez, Miss.:

“Reading and writing are 
important. The industry is 
very competitive so strive 
for excellence. Marketing 

is central. Market yourself. 
Work hard.”

Victoria Brinkley, WJTV, 
Jackson, Miss.:

“Be open to learning. Be 
nosy and relatable. Take ad-
vantage of school, any type 
of job and internships.”

Tim Crisler, Entergy, Jack-
son, Miss.:

“Be versatile, willing to 
change and relocate and re-
invent yourself. Try to do it 
all. Hone your skills. Learn 
how to tweet, Facebook. All 
skills are useful.”

Rob Jay, WLBT Jackson, 
Miss:

“Take advantage of op-
portunities. Stand up and 
display your skills. Learn as 
much as you can. Let people 
know you can do it. Do In-
ternships.”

Digital media age
Continued from page 1

Deja’ Knight, 2013-14 Miss JSU

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 

601-896-0084 

or e-mail:
 jlinkads@bellsouth.net

www.mississippilink.com



It is an office within the ex-
ecutive branch of the federal 
government that is little known, 
but the Office of Minority Health 
has been playing an active role 
in raising consciousness about 
health disparities while helping to 
educate millions of Americans to 
live healthier lives.

The office was established in 
1986, during the administration 
of President Ronald Reagan. 
But the office, which is part of 
the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services, has 
been particularly busy during the 
presidency of Barack Obama.

The office works with federal 
and state agencies to develop 
policies and practices that help 
advance health among minorities, 

who have traditionally lagged far 
behind white Americans in health 
patterns.

“We also are able to fund 
projects in communities that are 
working to address health dis-
parities and improve minority 
health,” said J. Nadine Gracia, the 
director of the Office of Minority 
Health, in an interview with BET.
com.

“We also help to advance and 
set policy that will help to im-
prove the health in minority com-
munities,” said Gracia, who also 
served as deputy assistant secre-
tary for the Department of Health 
and Human Services.

“One of the most successful 
campaigns has been in curbing 
the disparity in infant mortality, 
which has long had far higher 
rates in the African-American 

community. Through a program 
called “A Healthy Baby Begins 
With You,” the office has trained 
more than 2,000 college students 
to serve as counselors to go into 
communities and discuss the im-
portance of health conscious life-
styles for women who are preg-
nant,” she said.

Individuals with asthma can 
be adversely affected by pollen 
in the air. The higher the pollen 
count, the higher the chances 
are that people with asthma 
will have a reaction. With this 
information in mind, the ladies 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Incorporated, Rho Lambda 
Omega Chapter, donated asth-
ma care items to students at 
Brinkley Middle School.

“Recent media reports stated 
that Jackson, Miss., has the 
highest pollen count in the 
country,” said LaKeysha Greer 
Isaac, chapter president. “Rho 
Lambda Omega members 
decided that it would be ben-
eficial if we provided our stu-
dents with asthma care items.”

In 2010, Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated was 
motivated to wage a public 
education campaign to raise 
awareness regarding asthma 
prevention, its effect on chil-
dren’s quality of life and on 
the nation’s economy. Ac-
cording to the National Center 
for Chronic Disease Preven-
tion and Health Promotion 
(NCCDPHP), asthma accounts 
for more visits to the Emer-
gency Room, costs the nation 

$3.2 billion to treat annually, 
afflicts 5.6 million school-aged 
children and can lead to death. 

Brinkley students received 
asthma action kits, backpacks 
and other goodie items. The 
action kits included: a valved 
holding chamber for use with 
metered dose inhalers, a peak 
flow meter for measuring peak 
expiratory flow, patient educa-
tion materials and asthma ac-
tion plan cards.

In order to implement this 
initiative, Rho Lambda Ome-
ga chapter partnered with the 
Mississippi Department of 
Health Asthma division and 
the American Lung Associa-
tion.

Isaac said it is important for 
the sorority to provide kits and 
educational materials to the 
students at Brinkley Middle 
School. “Asthma dispropor-
tionately afflicts minority chil-
dren. Unfortunately, this popu-
lation has very few outlets 
where parents can be informed 
about the disease and how to 
manage it.” 

Reaching this population is 
at the core mission of AKA’s 
Asthma Prevention and Man-
agement Initiative.

In addition to asthma aware-

ness, the sorority also partici-
pated in the American Heart 
Association’s National Walk-
ing Day. On April 3, chap-
ter members laced up their 
sneakers and walked toward 
healthier hearts. “We issued 
a challenge to our members,” 
said Isaac. “Each member was 
asked to walk at least 2.5 miles 
in honor of our chapter’s 25 
years of service to the Jackson 
community.” Support for this 
effort was tremendous. In ad-
dition to walking, the sorority 
sisters distributed heart health 
information to individuals at 
the Jackson Medical Mall.

“Rho Lambda Omega chap-
ter is dedicated to positively 
impacting the quality of life for 
the people of Jackson, Miss.,” 
said Jennie Hall, health com-
mittee chairman. “By doing so, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha lives up to 
its 105-year mission of provid-
ing service to the community.”

Other upcoming health 
events sponsored by the soror-
ity include: A Pretty Girl’s Day 
Out-April 20 and The Black 
Family Health Fair-May 4. 

For more information re-
garding these events, con-
tact LaKeysha Greer Isaac at 
lakeysha1908@gmail.com. 

April is National Minority 
Health Month, a time when 
we reflect on the incred-
ible opportunity we face as 
a nation to improve minority 
health, advance health equity, 
and eliminate health dispari-
ties.

Fifty years ago, the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. stood 
on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial to remind Amer-
ica of the “fierce urgency 
of now.” That message is as 
meaningful today as it was in 
1963. While our nation has 

made significant progress in 
reducing health disparities 
over the last fifty years, his-
torically minorities have been 
less likely to get preventive 
care, and more likely to suffer 
from serious illnesses. They 
have been less likely to have 
access to quality health care 
and insurance coverage.

Because of the Affordable 
Care Act, the landmark leg-
islation signed by President 
Obama, we are making strides 
in advancing quality, afford-
able health coverage regard-
less of race or ethnicity. The 
health care law addresses the 

needs of minority populations 
and other underserved groups 
by investing in prevention, 
supporting improvements in 
primary care and Medicare, 
and making health care cover-
age affordable and accessible 
for all Americans. The theme 
for National Minority Health 
Month this year is “Advance 
Health Equity Now: Uniting 
Our Communities to Bring 
Health Care Coverage to All.” 

Later this year, millions of 
Americans, will gain access 
to health coverage that meets 
their needs and fits their bud-
get no matter who they are or 

where they live. New Health 
Insurance Marketplaces will 
give all Americans who are 
uninsured or who buy their 
own coverage a simple way 
to shop for insurance. Start-
ing Oct. 1 2013, Americans 
can enroll through the Mar-
ketplaces for health coverage 
beginning as early as Jan. 1 
2014.

For the first time, Americans 
will be able to go to one place 
to learn about their coverage 
options and be able to make  
side-by-side comparisons of 
private insurance plans. With 
a single application, they will 

also be able to find out if they 
qualify for a new kind of tax 
credit that lowers their month-
ly premiums. And because the 
law finally bans discrimination 
against pre-existing condi-
tions like diabetes or asthma, 
nobody will be turned away 
because of their health status.

Achieving health equity 
means each of us has an equal 
opportunity to attain optimal 
health. Let’s recommit our-

selves and our communities 
to act now to eliminate health 
disparities and increase access 
to quality care. We cannot af-
ford to wait.

To learn more about Nation-
al Minority Health Month and 
what the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
is doing to reduce health dis-
parities and achieve health eq-
uity, see www.minorityhealth.
hhs.gov.

HEALTH

HHS secretary’s statement on 
National Minority Health Month 

10 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comApril 11 - 17, 2013

Office of Minority Health 
seeks to improve black lives

AKA chapter implements 
health activities

During National Minority Health Month, BET.com talks to J. 
Nadine Gracia about new programs within the department

Local sorority chapter is serious about minority health issues

By Secretary Kathlean Sebelius
U.S. Dept. Health and Human Services

PSA

Secretary Sebelius

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Rho Lambda Omega chapter, the American Lung Association and 
the Mississippi Department of Health-Asthma Division recent visited Brinkley Middle School. During the visit 
the organizations, donated asthma kits to female students with asthma.

By Jonathan P. Hicks
BET.com

Special to The Mississippi Link

J. Nadine Gracia
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Love her or loathe her, one thing’s 
beyond dispute: Margaret Thatcher 
transformed Britain. The Iron Lady, 
who ruled for 11 remarkable years, 
imposed her will on a fractious, run-
down nation - breaking the unions, 
triumphing in a far-off war, and 
selling off state industries at a re-
cord pace. She left behind a leaner 
government and more prosperous 
nation by the time a political mutiny 
ousted her from No. 10 Downing 
Street.

Thatcher’s spokesman, Tim Bell, 
said the former prime minister died 
from a stroke Monday morning, 
April 8, 2013, at the Ritz hotel in 
London, where she had been stay-
ing because her Belgravia home did 
not have an elevator and she had 
difficulty getting around.

Her public appearances became 
increasingly rare, as she also suf-
fered from dementia. Her husband 
Denis Thatcher preceeded her in 
death. She is survived by her two 
children, Mark Thatcher and Carol 
Thatcher, and her two grandchil-
dren.

As flags were flown at half-staff 
at Buckingham Palace, Parliament 
and Downing Street for the 87-year-
old, praise for Thatcher and her 
leadership poured in from around 
the world.

“Margaret Thatcher undoubtedly 
was one of the most remarkable po-
litical figures of the modern world,” 
said Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Putin said Thatcher “made 
a significant contribution to the de-
velopment of the Soviet-British and 
Russian-British ties, which we will 
always remember with gratitude.”

President Barack Obama said 
many Americans “will never forget 
her standing shoulder to shoulder 
with President (Ronald) Reagan, 
reminding the world that we are not 
simply carried along by the currents 
of history. We can shape them with 
moral conviction, unyielding cour-
age and iron will.”

Queen Elizabeth II authorized a 
ceremonial funeral - a step short of a 
state funeral - to be held for Thatch-
er at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London 
with military honors.

Prime Minister David Cameron 
cut short a trip to Madrid and Paris 
to return to Britain following news 
of Thatcher’s death, and said Parlia-
ment would be recalled from recess 
on Wednesday so lawmakers could 
pay tribute.

For admirers, Thatcher was a 
savior who rescued Britain from 
ruin and laid the groundwork for 
an extraordinary economic renais-
sance. For critics, she was a heart-
less tyrant who ushered in an era of 
greed that kicked the weak out onto 
the streets and let the rich become 
filthy rich.

“Let us not kid ourselves. She 
was a very divisive figure,” said 
Bernard Ingham, Thatcher’s press 
secretary for her entire term. “She 
was a real toughie. She was a patri-
ot with a great love for this country, 
and she raised the standing of Brit-
ain abroad.”

Thatcher was the first - and still 
only - female prime minister in Brit-
ain’s history. But she often found 
feminists tiresome. Her boxy, black 
handbag became such a recogniz-
able part of her image that her way 
of dressing down ministers and op-
ponents became known as “hand-
bagging.”

A grocer’s daughter, she rose to 
the top of Britain’s snobbish hierar-
chy the hard way and envisioned a 
classless society that rewarded hard 
work and determination. She was 
a trailblazer who at first believed 
trailblazing impossible: Thatcher 
told the Liverpool Daily Post in 
1974 that she did not think a woman 
would serve as party leader or prime 
minister during her lifetime. But 
once in power, she never showed an 
ounce of doubt.

Like her close friend and politi-
cal ally Ronald Reagan, Thatcher 
seemed motivated by an unshak-
able belief that free markets would 
build a better country than reliance 

on a strong, central government. 
Another thing she shared with the 
American president: a tendency 
to reduce problems to their basics, 
choose a path, and follow it to the 
end, no matter what the opposition.

She formed a deep attachment to 
the man she called “Ronnie” - some 
spoke of it as a schoolgirl crush. 
Still she would not back down 
when she disagreed with him on 
important matters, even though the 
United States was the richer and 
vastly stronger partner in the so-
called “special relationship.”

Thatcher was at her brashest 
when Britain was challenged. When 
Argentina’s military junta seized 
the remote Falklands Islands from 
Britain in 1982 she did not hesitate, 
even though her senior military ad-
visers said it might not be feasible to 
reclaim the islands.

She simply would not allow Brit-
ain to be pushed around, particu-
larly by military dictators, said Ing-
ham, who recalls the Falklands War 
as the tensest period of Thatcher’s 
three terms in power. When diplo-
macy failed, she dispatched a mili-
tary task force that accomplished 
her goal, despite the naysayers.

“That required enormous lead-
ership,” Ingham said. “This was a 
formidable undertaking, this was a 
risk with a capital R-I-S-K, and she 
demonstrated her leadership by say-
ing she would give the military their 
marching orders and let them get on 
with it.”

In deciding on war, Thatcher 
overruled Foreign Office specialists 
who warned her about the dangers 
of striking back. She was infuriated 
by the dangers facing British citi-
zens in Argentina and the difficulty 
of getting support from the U.N. Se-
curity Council.

“When you are at war you can-
not allow the difficulties to domi-
nate your thinking: you have to set 
out with an iron will to overcome 
them,” she said in her memoir, 
“Downing Street Years.”

“And anyway what was the alter-
native? That a common or garden 
dictator should rule over the queen’s 
subjects and prevail by fraud and 
violence? Not while I was prime 
minister.”

Thatcher’s determination to re-
claim the islands brought her into 
conflict with Reagan, who dis-
patched Secretary of State Alex-
ander Haig on a shuttle mission to 
London and Buenos Aires to seek 
a peaceful solution, even as British 
warships approached the Falklands 
Haig’s peace mission soon col-
lapsed.

The relatively quick triumph of 
British forces revived Thatcher’s 
political fortunes, which had been 
faltering along with the British 
economy. She won an overwhelm-
ing victory in 1983, tripling her ma-
jority in the House of Commons.

She trusted her gut instinct, fa-
mously concluding early on that 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
represented a clear break in the So-
viet tradition of autocratic rulers. 
She pronounced that the West could 
“do business” with him, a position 
that influenced Reagan’s vital deal-
ings with Gorbachev in the twilight 
of the Soviet era.

It was heady stuff for a woman 
who had little training in foreign 
affairs when she triumphed over a 
weak field of indecisive Conserva-
tive Party candidates to take over 
the party leadership in 1975 and ul-
timately run as the party’s candidate 

for prime minister.
She profited from the enormous 

crisis facing the Labour Party gov-
ernment led by Harold Wilson and 
later James Callaghan. Britain was 
near economic collapse, its curren-
cy propped up by the International 
Monetary Fund, and its once-defi-
ant spirit seemingly broken.

The sagging Labour government 
had no parliamentary majority after 
1977, and the next year it suffered 
through a “winter of discontent” 
with widespread strikes disrupting 
vital public services, including hos-
pital care and even grave digging. 
The government’s effort to hold the 
line on inflation led to chaos in the 
streets.

Britain seemed adrift, no longer a 
credible world power, falling from 
second- to third-tier status. It was 
then, Thatcher wrote in her mem-
oirs, that she came to the unshak-
able, almost mystical belief that 
only she could save Britain. She 
cited a deep “inner conviction” that 
this would be her role.

She was underestimated at first 
- by her own party, by the media, 
later by foreign adversaries. But 
they all soon learned to respect her. 
Thatcher’s “Iron Lady” nickname 
was coined by Soviet journalists, a 
grudging testament to her ferocious 
will and determination.

Thatcher set about upending de-
cades of liberal doctrine, success-
fully challenging Britain’s welfare 
state and socialist traditions. She is 
perhaps best remembered for her 
hardline position during the pivotal 
strike in 1984 and 1985 when she 
faced down coal miners in an ulti-
mately successful bid to break the 
power of Britain’s unions.

It is for this that she is revered by 
free-market conservatives, who say 
the restructuring of the economy 
led to a boom that made London 
the rival of New York as a global 
financial center. The left demonized 
her as an implacably hostile union 
buster, with stone-cold indifference 
to the poor. But her economic phi-
losophy eventually crossed party 
lines: Tony Blair led a revamped 
Labour Party to victory by adopting 
some of her ideas.

Thatcher was the West’s most 
outspoken opponent of impos-
ing economic sanctions on South 
Africa’s minority government to 
end apartheid. She contended such 
sanctions cost jobs, including in 
Britain, hurt South Africa’s black 
majority most and harden white re-
sistance to change.

In 1986, Britain’s Cabinet unani-
mously supported her resistance to 
such sanctions, as protests ensued 
accusing her of supporting the 
apartheid regime.

Her birth name was Margaret 
Hilda Roberts, born Oct. 13, 1925. 
She learned the values of thrift, 
discipline and industry as the duti-
ful daughter of Alfred Roberts, a 
grocer and Methodist lay preacher 
who eventually became mayor of 
Grantham, a modest-sized town in 
Lincolnshire, north of London.

Thatcher’s personality, like that 
of so many of her contemporaries, 
was shaped in part by the traumatic 
events during her childhood. When 
World War II broke out, her home-
town was one of the early targets for 
Luftwaffe bombs. Her belief in the 
need to stand up to aggressors was 
rooted in the failure of Prime Min-
ister Neville Chamberlain’s attempt 
to appease Adolf Hitler rather than 
confront him.

Britain’s Margaret 
Thatcher dead at 87

Thatcher

eurweb.com

A Connecticut-area homeless 
man who was taking BB gun prac-
tice in the woods near President 
Obama’s motorcade was arrested 
Monday, April 8, local officials said.

President Obama was speaking at 
the University of Hartford, when lo-
cal police heard shots coming from 
the woods that ran alongside the 
president’s route to Bradley Interna-
tional Airport, according to Bloom-
field police Capt. Stephen Hajdasz. 

According to Hajdasz, a detec-
tive discovered the homeless man, 
identified as 27-year-old Joseph 
Stravinskas, holding a BB gun. 
The detective immediately ordered 
Stravinskas to drop the weapon.

“He was aiming it toward the 
woods, turned around and didn’t 

immediately drop it,” Hajdasz said.
Stravinskas then turned to face 

police, brandishing the weapon in 
their direction. He was then thrown 
to the ground and arrested.

Hajdasz expressed his relief that 
none of the responding officers 
opened fire on the 27-year-old. 
“[The BB rifle] was very realistic 
looking, like an actual rifle,” he 
said.

Apparently, Stravinskas, oblivi-
ous to the planned route of Obama’s 
motorcade, had set up cans in the 
woods and used them for target 
practice. Authorities believe that 
Stravinskas was unaware that Presi-
dent Obama was in the area.

So far, Stravinskas has been 
charged with breach of peace, 
threatening, and interfering with 

police.
While the suspect was in posses-

sion of a Virginia ID, police believe 
that he is homeless. It is believed 
that he was staying with friends 
near where he was arrested.

Homeless man arrested for shooting 
BB gun near Obama’s motorcade
The Associated Press

Joseph Stravinskas, 27, was arrest-
ed after firing a BB gun near Presi-
dent Obama’s motorcade.

Nelson Mandela’s condition 
has improved since his recent 
re-entry into the hospital, reports 
show.

His string of doctor’s visits be-
gan in December, at which point 
he was treated for lung infection 
and underwent surgery for the re-
moval of gallstones.

A diagnosis of pneumonia, 
and continuous respiratory de-
cline, remain ongoing issues for 
the civil rights pioneer and South 
Africa’s first black president, who 
recently made his return home 
where he will receive additional 

care.
During Mandela’s hospitaliza-

tion, doctors drained fluid from 
the 94-yeear-old’s lung area, mak-
ing it easier for him to breathe.

In a statement prepared by 
current South African President 
Jacob Zuma’s direct office, the 
current state of Mandela’s health 
was described with cautious op-
timism.

Also acknowledged were the 
medical team and hospital staff 
assigned to Mandela and ex-
pressed was gratitude for South 
African supporters and others 
worldwide.

Nelson Mandela released 
from South African hospital

Mandela

eurweb.com

CYPRESS, Texas - A 
20-year-old student who told 
police he had fantasized for 
years about stabbing people to 
death went on a rampage with 
a knife at a suburban Houston 
community college, hurting 
more than a dozen people, au-
thorities said.

The Harris County Sheriff’s 
Office said that about 11:20 
a.m. Tuesday, April 9, 2013, 
Dylan Quick began a building-
to-building rampage with a ra-
zor-like knife at the Lone Star 
Community College System in 
Cypress. He wounded at least 
14 people.

Neighbors said he was a 
shy young man who would 
say hello when he took out 
the trash and helped his par-
ents tend the yard, though he 
rarely came out alone. “I can’t 
imagine what would have hap-
pened to that young man to 
make him do something like 
this. He is very normal,” said 
Magdalena Lopez, 48, who has 
lived across the street from the 
Quick family for 15 years.

“I can’t believe he would do 
it,” Lopez added. The Quicks 
were friendly and fit in well 
with the other families on the 
block of brick, ranch-style 
homes. Most were aware that 
Quick is deaf. A street sign, 
“Deaf Child In Area,” was 
posted on the block to warn 
drivers.

But hours after the stabbing 
attack, Quick was charged 
with three counts of aggravat-
ed assault, and the statement 
from the sheriff’s office said 
pieces of the blade used in the 
attack were found in at least 
one victim and at the scene of 
the attack. A knife handle was 
found in a backpack Quick 
was carrying when he was ar-
rested. Authorities were seen 

leaving Quick’s parents’ home 
with two brown paper bags.

It was a sunny spring day 
when the careless chatter of 
Diante Cotton and his friends 
was interrupted; they were sit-
ting in the cafeteria when a girl 
clutching her neck walked in, 
yelling. “He’s stabbing people, 
he’s stabbing people,” Cotton 
said the girl shouted. This was 
his first indication that some-
thing was amiss on the normal-
ly tranquil campus.

Walking outside, Cotton and 
his friends saw another half-
dozen people with injuries to 
their faces and necks. Some 
were being loaded into ambu-
lances. The most critically in-
jured were evacuated in medi-
cal helicopters.

“I turned around, and there 
was just blood - just blood 
dripping down the stairs, all 
over the floor, all over every-
one’s towels, on their necks, 
just a lot of blood,” Melody 
Vinton told KHOU-TV. The 
attacker ran past Vinton, she 
said, as she was leaving her 
chemistry class. He was stab-
bing people, she said, one after 
another, always aiming for the 
neck or face.

“There’s no humanity in 
that. Just to see another human 
being do that was more trau-
matic than anything,” Vinton 
said. Vinton and other students 
in the science building rushed 
to help the victims until emer-
gency crews arrived.

Michelle Alvarez tried to 
back away when she saw Quick 
running toward students. She 
didn’t even feel it as he swiped 
her. “He came running and 
swinging at my neck, as I tried 
to get out of the way,” she told 
the Houston Chronicle.

Lone Star college officials 
said they locked down the 
campus shortly after 11:30 

a.m. Students described 
phones going off informing 
them of the lockdown. Some 
stayed in class until they were 
dismissed. Others went out to 
the hallways, where they were 
evacuated to their cars.

Of the 14 people hurt in 
the attack, five remained in 
a hospital in good condition 
Wednesday, April 10, includ-
ing two previously listed as 
critical, according to Kath-
ryn Klein, a spokeswoman at 
the Memorial Hermann Texas 
Trauma Institute.

The sheriff’s office said 
Quick told them he had fanta-
sized about stabbing people to 
death since elementary school 
and had planned the attack for 
some time. But Michael Lin-
coln, who lives next door, said 
Quick had never been aggres-
sive, making the accusations 
even more shocking. “If he’s 
outside, he speaks to me, ‘Hey 
neighbor, how you doing?’” 
Lincoln said.

Elva Garcia, 46, who lives 
two houses down from the 
Quicks, described him as a 
nice young man who stayed 
out of trouble and only came 
outside with his parents. She 
saw him, she said, just this 
past weekend, working with 
his parents in the front yard. 
“We can’t even believe it. 
What motive would he have?” 
Garcia said.

The attack came three 
months after a different Lone 
Star campus was the site of a 
shooting in which two people 
were hurt. The suspected gun-
man in that incident is charged 
with aggravated assault.

Associated Press writers 
Nomaan Merchant, Terry Wal-
lace and David Warren in Dal-
las and AP researcher Bar-
bara Sambriski in New York 
contributed to this report.

14 students stabbed by another Lone 
Star Community College student
The Associated Press



Every year, I 
consistently re-
mind you of the 
same thing - the 
birth of this new 
season we call 
Spring. I go on and 

on about the excitement of new life 
that blooms from every corner of 
the earth. I think I’ve described this 
season of new beginnings in every 
describable way possible.

This year, Spring truly brought 
an awareness of “change” to me 
that I knew was coming but I had 
no idea it would have the effect on 
me that it has.

You see, I realized that I am 
looking up at my son. Oh, he’s 
been taller than me for a while and 
yes, I’ve been aware of the differ-
ence in the inches that separate us 
for a couple of years, but just days 
ago, we were standing side by side 
having a conversation and I turned 
to him to respond to a question and 
my head kept moving up. I instant-
ly realized that my baby boy is no 
longer my little boy, he’s growing 
physically and mentally into a won-
derful young man.

As I looked up at him, I forgot 
about the conversation that we 
were having and started remem-
bering our moments together. Born 
on March 28, he has always been 
my special Spring gift of change. 
I found myself thinking about the 
times we spent playing on the floor 
together, doing homework, and 
all of the pee wee soccer, football, 
softball games that our family was 
always scurrying off to and his con-
tinual advancement into the other 
leagues. I thought about the piggy 
back rides I would give him and 
even the ones he has given me.  I 
looked at my baby boy and thought 
about some of the troubles he found 
himself in, and of course, I remi-
nisced on the wonderful things he’s 
done, as well.

Finally, it hit me - I’m feeling 
sentimental because like some 
many parents, I see the wonderful 
changes that had taken place with 
my child over the years and I had 
to thank God for my baby who is 
truly safe in His arms. As he stood 
staring at me through the eyes of 
a young man, I heard, “Mom, did 
you hear me?” in a vocal tone that 
almost sounded like my husband’s 
baritone voice. I responded yes, but 
stood there thinking, “What’s hap-
pening, where is my baby boy?” 

I began humming an old gos-
pel tune “Change”, by Walter 
Hawkins. For those of you who 
may not know or remember the lyr-
ics, I’d love to share them with you:

“A change, A change has come 

over me
(CHOIR)…. A wonderful 

change has come over me
A wonderful change has come 

over me
Yes he changed (changed)
My life complete (changed)
And now I sit (changed)
I sit at my savior’s feet (I’m so 

glad he changed me)
To do (changed)
What must be done (changed)
I’m gonna work and work
Until my savior comes (I’m so 

glad he changed me)
I’m not what I want to be
Oh I’m not what I used to be
I’m not the same way thank God
Thank God (I’m so glad he 

changed me)
He changed my walk, 

(CHANGE)
He changed my talk, 

(CHANGED)
He changed my life he even 

changed my soul (CHANGED)
I’ve come along way, in Jesus, 

I’ve come along way, in Christ, 
I’ve come along way, Thank God 
Thank God

A wonderful change has come 
over me.”

As I looked at my baby, while 
humming this beautiful tune, I be-
gan to thank the Lord for all of the 
changes in my life. I thanked Him 
for this season of new beginnings, 
for the loves that he has placed in 
my life, but most importantly, for 
the most precious gift of all - Jesus 
Christ.

I did finally answer my son and 
we continued with our conver-
sation; a conversation that was 
filled with wisdom as my 17 year 
old baby continued to express his 
thoughts to me.

Thank you, Lord, for change. 
Thank you for the miracles of a 
new life. Thank you, Lord, for giv-
ing us the opportunity to grow in 
you and for always being there, re-
gardless of the season.

Because of God’s goodness, The 
Mississippi Link, a messenger for 
news in and around the state, asks 
that you help us celebrate your spe-
cial season (of change) by sharing 
His wonderful works throughout 
your life and family and as always, 
we ask that you let us help you to 
communicate your good news. Isa-
iah 52:7a reads, “How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!” 

You may contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@mississippil-
ink.com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail 
your information to The Missis-
sippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, 
Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Love has strings attached (Part II)

“God’s Message” to be delivered 
by Meredith at Harvard

Just as I be-
gan with you 
last week, I’d 
like to use 
those same 
words this 
week as my 

opening statement. Love 
has strings attached is won-
derfully explained in 1 John 
4:7 - 12. Love, something so 
simple yet so hard for many 
people to master. But those 
who are fortunate enough to 
practice this awesome virtue 
are blessed beyond measure.

Included in last week’s 
message were two things that 
Jesus said we must adhere to 
when it comes to love: They 
are - 1) Deny Self and 2) Em-
brace Your Cross.

This week we will continue 
with what Jesus has charged 
us to do concerning love’

3) - Love is mandatory (1 
John 4:11). Verse 11 says, “If 
God loved us in this way, we 
also ought to love one an-
other.” The Greek word for 
ought in this verse is opheilo 
(of-i’-lo) which means to 
owe or be in debt to or be ob-
ligated to. 

Love is not an option it is 
an obligation for Christians. 
God demands that His people 
practice love. Romans 13:8: 
“Owe no man anything, but 
to love one another…” You 
may be debt free, but there 
is one bill you will always 
owe and it’s the bill of love 
and that bill has to be, must 
be paid to God, paid to your 
family, paid to your neigh-
bor, paid to your enemy and 
paid to strangers.

If you fail to pay it as a 
Christian, the Lord may gar-
ner some of your blessings. 
Blessings may be on the way, 

but they will never reach 
your door step. It is man-
datory that you love your 
enemies, your haters, those 
who persecute you; forgive 
a person every time they sin 
against you. It’s mandatory 
that you love all people and 
not just those in your inner 
circle.

The primary reason why 
love is not an option, but an 
obligation for believers, is 
that we have benefited from 
God’s love already in that we 
have accepted His forgive-
ness for our sins. Now, how 
dare you not reach out to the 
needy, and how dare you not 
forgive your worst enemy. 
You may not have been as 
bad a sinner as some, but you 
were a sinner none the less.

In Matthew 18:32, 33 the 
master called in a wicked 
servant whose debt had been 
forgiven, but he refused to 
forgive an even smaller debt 
owed him by another. This 
servant was turned over to 
tormentors until he paid all 
of his debt. Some believers 
are tormented in different 
ways because they do not 
walk in love.

There is a dear price to pay 
when a believer does not do 
what God commands/ de-
mands. The sad thing is, this 
command is so easy, even 
sinners can do it if they try. 
It doesn’t take much to love. 
It seems hard when hate is in 
one’s heart. God would not 
tell you to do something that 
He didn’t equip you to do.  
Therefore, any believer who 
does not walk in love is liv-
ing in sin.

Love is the determin-
ing factor when it comes to 
who really belongs to God 
and who does not. 1 John 
3:10 says: “In this the chil-

dren of God are revealed, 
and the children of the devil. 
Whoever doesn’t…doesn’t 
love his brother.” So, if you 
want to know whether or 
not a person is really of God 
just watch them and see if 
they walk in love. One song 
says, “And they’ll know that 
we’re Christians by our love. 
1 John 4:19 says: “We love 
him, because he first loved 
us.”

4) Love pulls God into our 
lives (1 John 4:12 & 7b). 1 
John 4:12 says: “No one has 
seen God. If we love one an-
other, God will remain in us, 
and his love will be perfected 
in us.” 

First, if you want a guar-
antee that God will always 
be inside of you just walk 
in love. He will be more 
evident in your life if you 
walk in love. Jesus made 
a promise that if we obey 
His word and walk in love, 
God has to reveal Himself 
to us (St. John 14:21). No 
one has seen God, but those 
who walk in love; God finds 
a way to reveal Himself to 
them.

Secondly, if one walks in 
love Jesus promised that God 
would come and live inside 
them. St. John 14:22, “If a 
man loves me, he will keep 
my word. My Father will 
love him, and we will come 
to him, and make our home 
with him.” God will build a 
house in your heart.

The Greek word for abode 
or home is mone (mon-ay’) 
which means residence, but 
it also means mansion. If we 
walk in love God will build 
something beautiful of high 
quality in our hearts…a man-
sion of love will replace the 
shack of hate. The mansion 
of love will replace the shack 

of envy, the shack of jealousy 
and the shack of spitefulness. 

The Holy Ghost spoke 
to me as I was writing this 
and said we cannot be made 
whole until we master walk-
ing in love. Many people are 
not happy because they don’t 
walk in love; they are de-
feated because they have not 
mastered walking in love; 
and they even doubt God’s 
power because they fail to 
walk in love.

No one has ever seen the 
Almighty, everlasting, self-
existent God, yet if we walk 
in love, God in all of His 
power, will live inside us.

Children of the Most High 
God you have no reason to 
fear anything or anybody for 
the rest of your life because 
you have a God with unlim-
ited power and unlimited 
knowledge living inside you 
if you walk in love. 

Ephesians 5:1, 2 tells us 
to be imitators of God by 
walking in love and if you 
do, God will show up in our 
lives.

Rev. Leon Collier is the 
pastor of Makarios Wor-
ship Center, 464 Church 
Rd., Madison. Residents of 
Madison, he and wife, Min-
ister Yolanda; are the proud 
parents of three daughters. 
Collier has received de-
grees from Criswell College 
in Dallas, Texas; Southern 
Methodist University - Per-
kins School of Theology; and 
a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Semi-
nary. A pastor for 23 years, 
Collier serves as a volun-
teer chaplain for various 
law enforcement agencies 
in the metro area. He may 
be reached at 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail kar-
ab5@live.com

James Meredith, the man who 
broke the color barrier at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, is headed 
to Massachusetts to be recog-
nized by one of the most presti-
gious colleges in the country.

In just a few weeks Meredith 
will not only speak at the con-
vocation for the Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education - he 
will also accept “The Medal for 
Education Impact” which honors 
people who have made a lasting 
difference in education.

In 1962, Meredith was the first 
black student admitted to Ole 
Miss.

In a statement Kathleen Mc-
Cartney, the Dean of Harvard’s 
Graduate School of Education, 
said, “He forced America to look 
in the mirror and become a better 
nation. Fifty years later, he is still 
working to address inequality in 
America’s school.”

During a recent interview with 
WJTV - TV 12, Meredith start 
the discussion like every inter-
view - by insisting on reading a 
speech.

It’s called “God’s Message for 
our Time” and Meredith wrote it 
himself.

It’s purpose is to literally 
preach to the choir. He said he 
does believe that most black 
Christians in Mississippi are sin-
cere believers...

“But also most do not prac-
tice what they know and the real 
problem with training up our 

children is that the kingdom of 
God has been taken out of the 
process,” Meredith said.

This is the main point Mer-
edith plans to stress during his 
time at Harvard University: that 
young, poor children need com-
munity support especially from 
churches.

“What any human being can 
do in life depends upon the foun-
dation laid between birth and age 
five. And we are literally doing 
nothing. In fact, in Mississippi, 
we are guilty of doing worse than 
even nothing,” Meredith said.

He’s speaking about enforced 
segregation. For example: the 
legislation meant to keep people 
like him from attending Ole Miss 
and other laws making racism the 
rule.

“Mississippi’s been a whip-
ping boy for this black-white race 
thing and the rich-poor thing. 
And, of course, Mississippi de-
serves every lick they take be-
cause they’re guilty,” Meredith 
said.

But the truth of the matter is 
there ain’t 10 ounces of differ-

ence between anywhere in Amer-
ica. I guarantee you that public 
schools are failing poor people in 
every state just like they’re fail-
ing them in Mississippi,” Mer-
edith said.

Now, planning to accept the 
Medal for Education Impact in 
late May, Meredith also is con-
cerned that “political correct-
ness” is killing discussion on 
what could really improve educa-
tion.

“Everybody pretends that they 
don’t know it. Even I’ve been 
guilty - knowing it all these years 
but saying nothing. But my God 
ain’t happy with that and I don’t 
think he’s going to be happy with 
most Christians. That’s why I’m 
asking the question, “Is the black 
Christian church fulfilling it’s 
mission?”” Meredith said - quot-
ing the name of his planned ac-
ceptance speech.

Meredith will speak May 29 
during the school’s graduation 
ceremony.

The Ole Miss alumni graduat-
ed in 1963. Two people died in ri-
ots during his time at the school.

N E w s  f R o M  t H E  w o R d

By Jacob Kittilstad
Special to The Mississippi Link

R E I G N I N G  A N N o u N c E M E N t s

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park 
Road, Flora, will host its Annual National Women’s Convention April 10 - 
12, beginning at 7:30 p.m., followed by workshops beginning at 8:15 p.m., 
each night. The theme for this event, “Watch God Move” is taken from 
Exodus 14:13. On April 28, the church will celebrate its Annual Men’s Day 
Program. The service will begin at 3:30 p.m. For more visit information visit 
www.holycityempowermentministries.com or call 601-879-3999.

Priestly Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 177 Virlilia Rd., Canton, 
will host its Spring Revival Monday through Wednesday, April 15 - 17, 
at 7 p.m. nightly. The guest minister for this event will be Rev. Reginald 
Buckley, the executive pastor of Cade Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 
Jackson. The theme for this celebration is “A Divine Call to Rest, Refresh 
and Renew,” as noted in the text, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened and I will give you rest, “Matthew 11:28. On Sunday, April 
28, at 10 a.m., the church will host its Annual Men’s Day Program. The 
guest speaker is Dr. Cedric Gray, superintendent of the Jackson Public 
School District. The theme is “Essence of a Man: Listening, Learning, 
and Leading in God’s word,” as noted in the scripture James 1:22 - 35.  
For more information call 601-955-1132.

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

Meredith
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Becoming a 
Christian is the 
wisest, the most 
serious, and the 
most important 
decision a man 
or a woman (boy 

or girl) can make in this life. 
It is not a matter to be taken 
lightly or to be attempted on 
an experimental basis.

Becoming a Christian must 
begin first with a strong de-
termination to go all the way 
with God, regardless of what 
may come or go or what it may 
cost. One must be willing to 
forsake all to follow the Lord. 
Anyone who desires salvation 
may obtain it.

In Luke 19:10, Jesus said, 
“For the Son of Man is come 
to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” In the parable of 
the lost sheep, we find that the 
good shepherd left the ninety 
and nine in safe keeping and 
went out to find that one lamb 
that had gone astray.

In 2 Peter 3:9, we find that 
God is “not willing that any 
should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.” 
Knowing that God loves you 
so much certainly ought to as-
sure you that it is His Will to 
save not only you but also the 
entire world.

The Apostle Paul’s writing 
in Romans 10:13 said, “For 
whosoever shall call upon 
the Name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” God is ready and wait-
ing to hear the call that is com-
ing from a broken heart, one 
who is sick of living a life of 
sin and disgrace.

In John 6:37, Jesus spoke 
these beautiful words: “Him 
that cometh to Me I will in no 
wise cast out.” These are just 
a few of the many precious 
promises that reveal God’s 
attitude toward the lost. The 
Lord is willing to save you 
if you will only confess your 
sins and allow Him to have 
complete control of your life.

To become a Christian, one 
must first be convicted or con-
vinced of sin working in his or 
her life. Conviction brings an 
awareness of sin and wrong-
ful acts and the power that sin 
has over one’s life. With this 
awareness comes a deep sense 
of guilt, sorrow and remorse 
because one realizes that he or 
she has hurt God.

The Holy Spirit works 
through the conscience and 
strives with an individual to 
lead that person to an experi-
ence of salvation. The Lord 
speaks through His Holy Word 
to bring souls to the place of 
recognizing their need of sal-
vation. Conviction from God 

is truly a blessing, for without 
it man cannot see himself as 
he truly is.

It is so important for men 
and women to hear and to 
heed the warnings and the 
pleadings that God sends their 
way. When godly sorrow is 
truly working in the heart of 
a sinner, it will bring forth re-
pentance. Godly sorrow does 
not come about because a man 
or woman gets caught doing 
wrong. It is the result of a per-
son realizing that he or she has 
sinned against God.

This type of sorrow causes 
a man or woman to stop the 
wrongdoing and turn whole-
heartedly to God in genuine 
repentance, thus forsaking ev-
erything that grieves the heart 
of God. When confession is 
made to God and forgiveness 
is sought diligently, then a 
transformation takes place in 
the heart.

A sinner is transformed into 
a new creature through faith 
in the shed blood of Christ. 
It does not come about by 
the cleansing of one’s self or 
by tapering off some worldly 
habits.

Salvation is a miraculous 
work done in the heart and 
performed only by the Savior. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 tell us: “For 
by grace are ye saved through 
faith, and that not of your-

selves; it is the gift of God, not 
of works, lest any man should 
boast.”

Salvation cannot be ob-
tained by one who is merely 
trying it out to see if he or she 
might like it. Seeking God 
with all your heart requires 
you to come to the place of 
forsaking all your ways and 
thoughts and submitting your 
life fully to Him.

My friends, failure to yield 
your life to Him will end in 
heartache and misery. To love 
one’s self more than loving 
God is the greatest mistake 
anyone can ever make.

If you allow Jesus Christ to 
come into your heart, you will 
find peace and joy such as you 
have never known. Becom-
ing a Christian is not difficult; 
however, it requires giving up 
your ways, your ideas, your 
desires, and most of all, the 
sinful life.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church 
of God in Farmhaven (Can-
ton), Miss., and is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. He is a member of the 
National Association of Evan-
gelism Church of God, Ander-
son, Ind. He serves as vice-
chairman at the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of 
God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of April 11

1.	 It’s	Not	Over	 	 	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	James	Fortune	&	Jason	Nelson
2.	 Hold	On	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA	Featuring	Monica	&	Fred	Hammond
3.	 Take	Me	To	The	King	 	 Tamela	Mann
4.	 God	Will	Make	A	Way	 	 Shirley	Caesar
5.	 Life	&	Favor	(You	Don’t	Know)	 John	P.	Kee	And	New	Life
6.	 Testimony	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
7.	 Clean	This	House	 	 Isaac	Carree
8.	 Your	Best	Days	Yet	 	 Bishop	Paul	S.	Morton
9.	 Greater	Is	Coming	 	 Jekalyn	Carr
10.	 Turning	Around	For	Me	 	 VaShawn	Mitchell

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

God is urging you to 
become a Christian Easter just 

passed and 
how many of 
us have gone 
back to do-
ing, eating and 
saying those 

things we proudly gave up 
for the 40 days of Lent? For 
some of us (and I’m telling on 
myself now), it wasn’t even 
24 hours after Easter that we 
went back to those same bad 
habits that we’d been able to 
resist. What was the whole 
point of a Lenten fast? It 
wasn’t just to make you suffer 
like Jesus but to also reflect 
on how making those sacri-
fices can transform your life.    

I remember one year do-
ing the Daniel fast for the 
very first time during Lent. It 
was so hard.   However, I was 
diligent and gave up eating 
all meat, sweets, junk food…
in other words, everything I 
loved to eat. Because I saw 
the health benefits of chang-
ing my diet for those 40 days, 
I found myself paying more 
attention to what I ate after 
the fast ended.

But I also found myself 
wanting to do another kind 
of cleansing where the effects 
were longer lasting. I decided 
to do a detox where I only ate 
certain foods that were sup-
posed to clean my body of 
toxins. 

I did alright on the detox 
but wasn’t prepared for the 
headaches it caused. I read 
that the headache was the 
body’s reaction to having 
those hidden toxins come to 
the surface. 

Rather than get alarmed 
when the headaches came, I 

rejoiced because I knew that 
my body was being cleansed. 
Interesting thing about detox-
ing: it is different for every-
one. For example, I might 
have headaches and someone 
else may have overall feel-
ings of weakness even if we 
follow the same regimen.

A spiritual detox will have 
those same kinds of effects. 
Instead of giving up food, you 
search your heart to see what 
might be hidden that causes 
you to have a less than satis-
fying spiritual life. Spiritual 
toxins include unforgiveness, 
pride, spitefulness and anger. 
I John 1:8-9 says, “If we say 
that we have no sin, we de-
ceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness.” 

Just like I have to be hon-
est about the things I eat that 
aren’t healthy, I also have to 
admit when how I live my life 
as a Christian doesn’t line up 
with the word of God.

Just like a natural detox dif-
fers from a diet in its overall 
focus and purpose, a spiritual 
detox differs also from the 
momentary 21 or 40 day fast. 
Rather than give you a tem-
porary break, it provides a 
more thorough and beneficial 
cleansing. It’s more of a long 
term solution than a short 
term reaction.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-sell-
er “Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com, at www.shewan-
dariley.com or www.anoint-
edauthorsontour.com 

Spiritual Detox

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E D

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist
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Warning!
STRYKER HIP RECALL
Did you receive a Stryker Hip Device between

2009-2012?
Have you received notice of the recall from your 

surgeon?
Rejuvenate and ABG II Models RECALLED.
If so you may be entitled to substantial 

compensation.
Contact:

MARS, MARS & MARS, P.A.
Attorneys at Law

507-A Center Avenue
Philadelphia, MS 39350

(Toll Free) 1-800-650-2152 
OR DIRECT: 601-656-2152

Free Background information available upon request
to a Mississippi attorney. The listing of these areas of practice does

not indicate any certification of expertise therein.
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HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

Brandon, MS 39047
601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!
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ATTENTION:
If you are disabled and have been denied your

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

For a free consultation, please call:
Charles Edwards, Esq.    Marc Boutwell, Esq.
THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding The Law Office
of Marc Boutwell, PLLC can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

PLEASE CONTACT US TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!
It is important that you act immediately!
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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FOR SALE
Antique/Classic Car

1963 Chevrolet 
Super Sport, 2-Door Hardtop
Project Fixer-up, Good Body

327 Engine!! 
Call

601-922-0308, 601-937-1864

Crossword Solution Cryptogram Solution

© 2013. Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© 2008. Feature Exchange

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

The Mississippi Link
For more information please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com



LENDER ORDERED AUCTION. 8100
+/- SF Resturant, Columbus, MS. Bid
online only auctionebid.com. Bid dead-
line April 25th, 1pm CDT. Auction
Management Corp 770-980-9565.
Mozingo Real Estate & Auction
MSAL#268.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer and Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call 888-
899-6914. www.CenturaOnline.com
MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES NEEDED!
Train for a career in Healthcare
Management! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Advanced College gets you job ready! HS
diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed. 1-
888-512-7117.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
AVERITT OFFERS CDL-A DRIVERS A
STRONG, STABLE, PROFITABLE CAREER.
Experienced Drivers and Recent Grads -
Excellent Benefits, Weekly Hometime. Paid
Training. 888-362-8608.
AverittCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.
DRIVER - TWO RAISES in first year.
Qualify for any portion of $.03/mile
quarterly bonus: $.01 Safety; $.01
Production; $.01 MPG. 3 months OTR
experience. 800-414-9569. www.dri-
veknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A: TEAM WITH TOTAL!
$5,000 Bonus for Hazmat Teams. Solo
Drivers Also Needed. 1 year experience
required. 800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or
7307. www.TotalMS.com

DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
NOW HIRING CLASS “A” DRIVERS To
run the Mid-South Region. Great Home
Time & Benefits Available. Safety, Driver &
DOT Inspection Bonus. Must Have 1-Year
Over The Road experience.
CALL DANCOR TRANSIT  @ 866-677-
4333.  www.dancortransit.com 
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
TEAMS NEEDED for FedEx Ground con-
tractor based in Olive Branch, MS. •
Good Pay •Home Weekly! A&T
Endorsements required, 1 year OTR expe-
rience. Clean MVR and background. Call
662-801-3448.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT      chil-
dren $125.  Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy.
Call 1-888-733-7165, 24/7. 

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-888-471-
1216.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .
E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

A u c t i o n s E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of April 7, 2013

THERE IS A
BETTER WAY!
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months. 

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

where available

ASK ABOUT  
HIGH SPEED  
INTERNET 

AS LOW AS .... 

mo. 

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional Packages starting at only ...

mo.for 12 months  

Prices valid for 12 months. 
Requires 24-month agreement

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly 
$10/mo).  After 3 months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie 
rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**
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Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.
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Requires 24-month agreement
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rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Forest Hill boys and Lanier girls reign supreme 
at Jackson Public Schools City Track Meet

Tuesday night, Lanier girls 
won their consecutive city track 
championship. That was not in 
doubt. What was in doubt was 
how many years it has been; 
some say three, others say four.  
Regardless the track divas of 
833 took care of business. They 
didn’t win every single race, 
but they gathered enough points 
throughout the entire meet to po-
sition themselves for the win. 

One Lady Bulldog stood out 
from among the rest. Kadaria 
Thompson captured 4 trophies, 
including winning the 100 m 
dash which made her the fastest 
girl in JPS. Thompson jumped 
out to an early lead and coasted 
to the finish line, even yelling, 
“Happy Birthday daddy!” as she 
crossed the finish line. Her dad 
smiled and yelled, “Thank you 
baby.”

Forest Hill’s boys track team 
came seemingly out of nowhere 
to capture the boys’ city crown.  
Race after race after, the Patriots 
were constantly in the top three.  
That consistency propelled them 
to the top. They also did very 
well in the field events. Coach 
Milton Ray kept motivating his 
guys throughout the track meet. 
Ray also did a good 
job of putting the 
right guys in the 
right position.

Several schools 
made good show-
ings at the track 
meet. Wingfield’s 
and Murrah’s boys 
kept arriving at the 
finish line near the 
top. 

Murrah had a 
stellar showing in 
the field events. 
There were rum-
blings that the 
Mustangs may 
have won the over-
all meet. However, 

they weren’t as strong as they 
needed to be in crucial races.

Two-time defending 6A girls 
track champions, Murrah’s Lady 
Mustangs kept themselves in the 
running and finished near the 
top in the overall standings. The 
Lady Mustangs have finished 
second the last two years in the 
JPS City meets, but have gone 
on to win the state champion-
ship. Mustang fans are hoping 
that trend continues this season.  

Forest Hill Lady Patriots also 
had a good showing at the meet.  
Highlighted by several of the 
state champion girls basketball 
team players, the Lady Patriots 
took full advantage in the relay 
races. They kept the pressure on 
Lanier, but ultimately could not 
catch them. 

Next up for at the schools 
are the district track meets. JPS 
teams will no longer battle each 
other unless they are in the same 
district. This is also the time 
where individual accolades are 
very important. Individuals can 
advance based on their perfor-
mance and not the team’s. Af-
ter that, it’s the north and south 
state track meets, at various 
venues, followed by the overall 
state championship in Pearl in a 
few weeks.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  
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Kadaria Thompson of Lanier collects 4 first place trophies Kendrick Catchings of Callaway gets it in gear.

Forest Hill boys - JPS city champs

Raven Cowan of Murrah wins the 100 m hurdles.

Lanier girls - JPS city champs

Kadaria Thompson of Lanier is the fastest girl in JPS.

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:
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De La Soul is celebrating 25 
years as a band by putting out 
their first new music and video 
in nearly a decade.

Next week, the trio will re-
lease “Get Away,” their first 
collective effort since 2004’s 
“The Grind Date.” In March 
they shot a video for the song, 
which samples a skit from the 

Wu-Tang Clan’s 1997 “Wu-
Tang Forever.”

Group member Maseo tells 
RollingStone.com, “I think 
it’s a great record to reintro-
duce ourselves with. It’s pretty 
much reflecting on the state of 
hip-hop at this moment. Every-
thing is redundant. Everything 
sounds the same. No real lyri-
cal content. Everybody’s just 

doing business, not really cre-
ating.”

“Get Away” is the first of 
De La Soul’s planned series of 
monthly single releases through 
YouTube and social media.

“I think putting out those sin-
gles would be more impression-
able than dropping an album at 
this present day in music,” said 
Maseo, adding that the group 

will eventually release a long-
in-the-works album, “You’re 
Welcome.” “It’s about trying 
to just creatively have a bunch 
of songs in the stable. You have 
to consider a lot from the ad-
ministrative standpoint in the 
release of a project. I see the 
song that we’re putting out be-
ing the perfect B-side - with a 
video this time.”

De La Soul marks 25th anniversary with new music

Has Janet Jackson quit showbiz 
and converted to Islam?

Beyoncé, Jay-Z spend 
5th Anniversary in Cuba

Guess who has supposedly 
left the entertainment indus-
try?

Janet Jackson fell in love, 
got married and moved off 
to the Middle East with her 
new hubby Wissam Al Mana, 
where she has allegedly con-
verted to Islam.

TheYBF reports that the 
singer, who is best known for 
her rockin’ moves and incred-
ible body, will never show 
those attributes off again.

A source told Showbiz 
411, “She’s gone. She mar-
ried a billionaire. They’ve 
got houses in three countries. 
She’s spending time in the 
Middle East. She’s become a 
Muslim.”

Well, she has served her 
time, so to speak. The singer 
has been rocking the stage for 
ages, wooing fans and strip-
ping (literally) for a long 
time. It can be quite consum-
ing and tiring. So why not es-

cape to love, in a nice quiet 
life, full of luxury and relax-
ation.

On top of that, her career 
kind of took a dive after her 
nipple flash during the Su-
perbowl 2004. So, she ain’t 
missin’ much, right? She’ll 
be good.

TheYBF also said: It 
doesn’t look like Janet is 

planning to go completely 
into hiding…at least not yet. 
From the looks of it, she’ll re-
main dedicated to her causes, 
such as fundraising for AIDS 
research with amFAR. 

She recently tweeted about 
an auction for fans to spend 
time with her at the Cannes 
Film Festival in May to raise 
money for the foundation.

Mr. and Mrs. Carter on Thurs-
day, April 4, invaded Cuba.

Beyoncé and Jay-Z, with their 
moms in tow, marked five years 
of marriage on April 4 by taking 
a stroll through the colonial Old 
Havana district, reported the As-
sociated Press.

Photos show the pair walk-
ing hand-in-hand, with crowds 
gawking at a distance. At one 
point, Beyoncé took a photo with 
local school children.

The night before, they hit up 
local restaurant La Guarida with 
their mothers. Jay puffed on a ci-
gar while she took photos of him, 
according to restaurant manager 
Beberan Aemereca, who spoke 
to E! News about the dinner.

“Everyone was surprised 
when they came in,” he said. 
“They looked like a family, like 
a family dinner. It was like they 
were on vacation and were very 
relaxed and happy.”

While inside the Havana res-
taurant, fans shouted Beyoncé’s 

name and she eventually went 
to the balcony to wave to them. 
“She was beautiful, without a 
drop of makeup, very natural,” 
waitress Silvia Fernandez told 
the AP. “What happened with 
the people was incredible.” E! 
reported. Jay-Z also joined her 
on the balcony to say hi to their 
fans.

The couple married on April 4, 
2008 in a rather secret ceremony 
in New York City and welcomed 

their first child, Blue Ivy, into the 
world in 2012. 

The same day they celebrated 
their wedding anniversary, Be-
yoncé dropped a Pepsi ad fea-
turing a teaser of her new song, 
“Grown Woman,” off her 2013 
album release. 

On the Timbaland-produced 
track, she sings, “I could be bad 
if I want / I can go slow all night 
long / I’m a grown woman/ Do 
whatever I want.”

Wissam Al Mana and Janet Jackson

De La Soul

Beyoncé and Jay-Z strolling in the Old Havana district.

eurweb.com
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INTERvIEw: HaNgINg wITH 
CHad - THE “42” INTERvIEw 
wITH Kam wIllIams

Hailing from Anderson, S. 
C., Chadwick Boseman is an 
accomplished actor, script-
writer and playwright who, 
until now, was probably best 
known for portraying the char-
acter Nate on the critically-
acclaimed dramatic TV series 
Lincoln Heights. 

Prior to entering show busi-
ness, Chad earned degrees at 
Howard University and the 
British American Dramatic 
Academy at Oxford.

Here, he talks about play-
ing Jackie Robinson opposite 
Harrison Ford and Nicole Be-
harie in 42, a biopic about the 
late Hall of Famer’s historic 

breaking of Major League 
Baseball’s color barrier back 
in 1947.

Kam Williams: Hi Chad, 
thanks for the interview.

Chad Boseman: Nice to 
talk to you, Kam.

KW: Editor/Legist Patri-
cia Turnier says: I appreciate 
the opportunity to ask you a 
question, especially because 
everything changed for Jackie 
Robinson in my hometown of 
Montreal. What did it mean to 
you to portray Jackie Robin-
son and how did you prepare 
for the role? 

CB: It’s just a great honor to 
play him. In order to portray 
him, I basically paid attention 
to three different aspects of 

the role. 
First, the physical aspect of 

baseball, and his five-day-a-
week workout regimen start-
ing with spring training in the 
middle of January all the way 
to May. 

Secondly, I studied Hall 
of Fame footage of Jackie so 
that I could emulate his bat-
ting stance, how he took leads, 
how he ran bases, the arm slide 
he used in certain situations, 
and his fielding style. Thirdly, 
there was the question of how 
to attack the role. 

I didn’t want to just do an 
imitation. I wanted to interpret 
it while remaining faithful to 
the script and [director] Brian 
Helgeland’s vision. 

The research also included 
reading, and talking to Jack-
ie’s widow, Rachel, and his 
daughter, Sharon, in order to 
deliver the most authentic in-
terpretation of him possible. 

KW: Documentary film-
maker Kevin Williams asks: 
Was the role at all intimidating 
to you? Did you feel any pres-
sure to get Jackie right, given 
his importance in history?

CB: Yes, because Jackie is a 
hero to people from so many 
walks of life whose reverence 
for him is often based on dif-
ferent interpretations of who 
he was. I also felt a certain 
amount of responsibility to 
give an accurate account of his 
life and the person that he was 
for the benefit of the youth 
who don’t know him. 

But I still felt a great respon-
sibility to Rachel Robinson 
and his family. She has carried 
on his legacy for decades, and 
she’s carried the torch for this 
film. So, my main goal was to 
do right by her.

KW: Peter Brav says: You 
were absolutely awesome 
in the role. My 85-year-old 
mother, a concentration camp 
survivor, embraced the Brook-
lyn Dodgers when she came to 
this country in 1946.

She saw 42 and hasn’t 
stopped talking about how you 
ARE Jackie in the movie. Pri-
or to auditioning, how much 
of the Jackie Robinson story 
did you know? 

CB: I knew his story since 
I was a kid. My parents told 
me stories about him. And I 

learned about him, Martin Lu-
ther King and other civil rights 
leaders at church. 

I didn’t know anything 
about Jackie’s personality, or 
the specifics about his family 
or where he came from. So, 
I went into the audition with 
very limited knowledge of the 
facts that you would need to 
play him.

KW:  Kate Newell asks: In 
doing this film, what did you 
find out about Jackie Rob-
inson that surprised you the 
most? 

CB: I was surprised that he 
was considering quitting base-
ball just before he was signed 
by the Dodgers’ GM Branch 
Rickey [played by Harrison 
Ford].

He had become disenchant-
ed with barnstorming across 
the country in the Negro 
League for several reasons: 
he often had to play several 
games a day; there were a 
lot of places where African-
Americans couldn’t stop to 
eat, sleep, buy gas or even use 
the bathroom; and he wasn’t 
being paid enough at a time 
when the most important thing 
to him was taking care of his 
family. 

I was also surprised that 
baseball was only his fourth 
best sport. He had greatness 
in him already. He was an All-
American football player, a 
great basketball player, and he 
could’ve gone to the Olympics 
in track and field. Jackie was a 
better athlete than his brother 
Mack who had been a silver 
medalist behind Jesse Owens 
in the 200 Meters at the ’36 
Olympics in Berlin. 

So Jackie was well aware of 
his talents but felt very frus-
trated by the fact that there 

was no place in the United 
States at that time where a 
black man could fully actual-
ize himself. 

Fortunately, baseball be-
came that place where he 
could reach his full poten-
tial, although he might have 
achieved it in other sports. But 
that frustration of his potenti-
ality almost made Jackie quit. 

KW: Harriet Pakula-
Teweles says: Jackie Robin-
son encountered extraordinary 
obstacles on account of the 
color of his skin pursuing his 
professional baseball career. 
Have you encountered similar 
obstacles in your acting ca-
reer?

CB: Well, you don’t get the 
same opportunities as white 
actors. Every year, Holly-
wood is looking for that new, 
white leading man and new 

white starlet that audiences 
fall in love with. But they’re 
not looking for the next Den-
zel Washington, Will Smith or 
Sidney Poitier.

Some of that is due to the 
fact that even in our educa-
tional process we’re taught 
history from a totally Euro-
centric perspective. And so it’s 
no surprise that we grow up 
to value European literature. 
Since we don’t value our own 
history, African-American sto-
ries don’t get made into mov-
ies as much. 

You being the protagonist 
or the hero is not a fundamen-
tal part of our culture. That’s 
what I run up against trying to 
get cast as an actor, and that’s 
what I feel needs to change.

It’s very difficult to make 
strides to play big roles in 
big movies when our culture 
doesn’t support it and there-
fore the movies can’t.

KW: What did you major 
in at Howard, acting or black 
studies?

CB: I majored in directing. 
However, I did spend some 
time at the Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Culture 
in Harlem, so I am somewhat 
well-versed in African Stud-
ies.  

KW: If you could have one 
wish instantly granted, what 
would that be for? 

CB: One wish instantly 
granted? Woo! I would love 
for my grandmother and my 
sister to have been able to see 
this movie. They both have 
passed.

KW: My condolences Chad. 
Thanks again for the time, and 
best of luck with 42.

CB: Thank you, Kam.
To see a trailer for 42, vis-

it: http://www.youtube.com/

By Kam Williams
Interviewer
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Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Fruit
2. Moral principles
3. Tether
4. Association (abbr.)
5. Clean thoroughly
6. Swine
7. Canal
8. Everything but the kitchen __
9. Prudent
15. Dress edge
19. Wing
21. Radiuses
23. Superior
24. German “milk”
25. Daft
26. Darling
27. S.A. Indian
28. Replace a striker
30. Cincinnati baseball team
32. Bolus

ACROSS 
1. Hair stuff
4. Evaluate
10. Shoshonean
11. Rough lava
12. Expression of surprise
13. Planting seeds
14. Hindu god
16. Stretch to make do
17. Pound
18. Sun god
20. Man’s title
22. Sheep
26. Insult
29. Saudi __
31. Encrypt
33. Sandwich
34. Subclass including ticks and mites
35. Halloween mo.
36. Spiritual leaders
37. Scriptural your

© 2013. Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Harrison Ford

© 2013. Feature Exchange

This week perhaps a quick find or
mini-crisis might happen, but it passes
quickly. 

This weekend, do not lay heavy bets on a
passing fancy!

Long-range plans are much in focus with a
new relationship. Go slowly.

You are likely today to distance your-
self from others, feeling the need to
withdraw and reflect. 

Your thoughts are inclined to be heavy,
critical, and pessimistic this weekend.

It would be helpful to realize that you are
only seeing part of the picture today.

Seek the advice of an older, experienced
person today who has passed through the
same doors.

Throughout the day you might come into
contact with individuals who think along
the same lines.

You may make something happen this
week that has been a dream of yours for
the past few months.

Today you may await some decision but
worrying about it today won't accelerate the
process! 

At times like these, get busy, get
involved with other things and do not
let concerns ruin your day.

An expanding circle of friends might be
your biggest resource during this week.

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2008. Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
gET YOUR CURRENT NEws aNd waTCH aP vIdEOs ONlINE aT:

(For puzzle answer keyss, see page 14)

Chad Boseman as Jackie Robinson with Harrison Ford as Branch 
Rickey in “42”
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Mayor Johnson promised that he would create 
more jobs for residents in Jackson when he 
returned to office in 2009. As a result of that 
promise, he created the Jobs for Jacksonians 
Initiative. The purpose of the program is to 
put unemployed and under-employed residents 
of the City to work and so far more than 700 
residents have been hired over the past two 
years.

That’s one reason I’m fighting for Jackson. 
I’m fighting to keep our citizens employed, I’m 
fighting to keep our community safe, and I’m 
fighting to continue moving Jackson forward!
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April 10 - 16, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

CHUCK
ROAST

PER  LB.

$349

FRESH  SLICED

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$169

FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS
OR  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK, PER  LB.

$129
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$379

FRESH  LEAN  BEEF

BONELESS
STEW  MEAT

PER  LB.

$379

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH  THIN  SLICED

BREAKFAST
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$259

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

2/$5

SELECT  CONECUH

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

1  LB.

$359

ORIGINAL  DAWN  DISH 

LIQUID  &  DOWNY
FABRIC  SOFTENER

48 - 64  OZ.  BTLS.

$199

ALL  PRODUCTS  OF

COCA  COLA
8  PACK  7.5  SLEEK  CANS

OR  6  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

4/$10

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SPRING
WATER

24  PACK

$299

ASSORTED  OLD  FASHIONED 
ICE  CREAM 

4  QT.  PAIL

3/$12
BLUE  BONNET  SPREAD

MARGARINE
1  LB. ..................................... 89¢

SELECT  PILLSBURY

BISCUITS  OR
ROLLS
10.2 - 12  OZ.,  4 - 5  CT. .....................

5/$5
PIGGLY WIGGLY  BAR

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

$169

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  AMERICAN

SINGLES
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$5
MINUTE  MAID  ORANGE

JUICE
59  OZ. ...................................... 

$299

SELECT  FRESH  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
2  LB. ........................................

2/$5
PICTSWEET  FROZEN

COB  CORN
12 CT. .......................................

$239

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  FROZEN

POTATOES
28 - 32  OZ. ................................. 

$169

piggly wiggly

RED  GLOBE

GRAPES
PER  LB.

$169

SWEET  IMPORTED

CANTALOUPES
EACH

$199
FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD  MIX
12  OZ.

$100

FRESH CHERRY  OR  GRAPE

TOAMTOES
EACH  CLAMSHELL

$179

FRESH  IDAHO

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$199

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


